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pronsers and to Me Holmen expec 

We lovingly decieate our wttorts to her and to 
Ail pioneers, for ther wonderlol eontbution 
to the ettlement of the Blndman Valley, and 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING 





© Thou: in Whose hand are the nests of Thy creatures, help Us who read 


















ge aganat frightening opposition, 
‘are coven in ts pages. 


1 out enabling them to bend but nt to breakin ther endeavours to tear 











Grant tous, © Heavenly Father, the awareness that it snot the beginning of 





ndeavaurs, but the continuing ofthe same in our cay, which showeth 
Tru Thankluiness 
This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord 


Rev. AT Sharp 
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We regret that many stories of the original settlers are not included in our book, 
because of lack of interest from their families, our lack of information as to their 
whereabouts, or no knowledge of their descendants. 

It is our sincere hope the histories we have compiled will make up for the ones 
which weren't included. 
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ENVIRONMENT wovenant 





Novenber 4, 1981 


"The collection of the early history of the area by so many 
volunteers 1s to be commended, What an interesting and fascinating 
Fecording of those early ploncers. The stories share With the reader 
the joys, the sadness, the sonetifes extrene hardships” that were 
volved" in opening up the West. Why aid the) cone end fron where? 
They cae fren all over the worid to find a better life for thencelves 

thelr children. Therefore, recording of these stories 1s. 
nportant for our children and’for future generations. It will give 
thes! an opportunity to.reflect on the responsibilities they must bear 
in not only maintaining the traditions of the early settlers, but in 
understanding the great sacrifices made by their forefathers’ in order 
that their Tives might be richer and more productive. 














od Tuck on your project! 
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Cacenbe Constituency 
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PERSPECTIVE 


{book of this kind fs an attempt to pant 
2 pleture of the past for those of the future to 
fend. 20 that they can understand wha ie 
was ik In pioneor days. Because we have ex- 
Perieneed such a technological rovoltion its 
hard for the peape who have grown up since 
the advent of automobiles, radio, TV, indoor 
plumbing, gas heating and paved roads, 10 
‘eal picture the way f Me of the pioneers 

What collection of gamolers nay were 
‘They. gambled everyhing they owned. and 
fect was not 30 bad fora singla man take a 
‘hance. but most of th setters brought fami 
fee Pleure fosding wie, Kier and everything 
{you owned on a wagon, and starting out in 2 

‘Section, in the hope of finding en 
ugh food and shelter to Keep you an yours 
trae owing tothe fact that they wer al hun 
{ore sind ved off the land. Many of the sio- 
reors tll of the children knocking parsiage 
Dut ofthe trees witha stick, and taping win a 

How incredibly tough the people were 
Everyining took hard physical sort. I was 
tthe” wall ori e hore, anc tare ware Yow 
good horses. Riding a cayuse was no occupa 
flon for a softe. And the women! When the 
husbang left 10 get supplies. or as was ofton 
the caze, fa try fo eam a Ile money to buy 
fe, sugar, ang flour, she had to chop 00d, 
tarry water and ashes, look ater what stock 
fey had, af well as minding the chilren, 
cisposabie dapers in those days. The feats of 
fendurance tet tose people accomplished 
they wore routine hen, because of ther Way 

“Then try to pleture what s wae ike for 
some of the Eurgpeens, who didnt know the 
language, wno landea here with the clothing 
‘on thai backs their only possession, to man= 
ge fo survive. But hoy were tough. Most had 
{00m up doing hard physical work, and tose 
women could fark more hay. or stook more 
unas, than most men, 

Very tow of the pioneers had much formal 
‘education, but ther inteligence found ways to 
ope. One group that wanted to settle 4 miles 
beyond the survey line wart tothe lst survey 
eg, marked aut 8 tangle to give them ther 




















rection, counted the turns of the buggy 
‘heel to give distance. then putin their own 
Stake which was onty 20 fest aut when the sur 
‘oy ‘came tough. And the wagon repairs 
wero amazing when otten the peop had ite 
‘more than an axe, the lees Beside he road, 
‘They shaped piece of wood wih the axe, 
uum tes with a rod heated inthe fir as 
tenes the wood In by tveting what metal here 
was, and they were on thele way. Many of 
‘hose repairs lasted longer than tha vst ofthe 
wagon. Few of the people had hed schooling 
{oft them for their taska fut one of the best 
bullders ang fet men I-knew, told mo, “No 
‘body taught me, | ust watched someone else 
eon 

No with phonda: tad LV. te: 
hard Yo piture now lonely Ife was on a ho 
Iactead. But there was the advantage thal 
So hungry for news, oF just any human con- 
fact that anyone was welcome. The umwriten 
law, that you didn't ask a person about thei 
past, mae it possible for some who has hd 
to leave their old homes ahead of lawman 0 
Strict movalsts as they grew older. Because 
thre were so many stangers, people were 
Judged on a man to man basis, not ona fepu 
tation that had been bult on gossia. While 
there were a fow misdemeanors, its realy 1e- 
Markable now litle cre there was. Every 
{door was unlocked, and if the owner was 8 
ent, kindling and wood were let pecause i 
might save some traveller ie, 

Because people lived alone so much and 
tenaines, they really appreciated story tle, 
mont. arn dances, sports days and sienics 
Brought plese to peoples tes hat realy 
the ploneors. Churches wore Bult as soon as 
Schools ana if there were not enough of one 
Feligion to build a chute, student minisiors 
{wavelled about holding worship in schools 
Romes. One neightor who had. Boon con 
Sena the C.P.R money to pay Tor the ries that 




















“THE VILLAGE OF BENTLEY" 


‘THE MODEL VILLAGE OF THE WEST 


Locate in Township 40 


By Claus Summers 

‘As you trvel west trom Lacombe, Abert, 
some 12 miles on Highway T2, skirting inesouth 
Shove of peautul Gul Lake, you Break over he 
teat ofthe haght of land just west of te ake, 
Into the Gateway ofthe famous Bindman Val 
toy. There afore you es the Vilage of Bor- 
ty, nthe distanes you see the Sunset Hil, 
kKngwnta te Incas athe Medicine Hils.Ona 
‘ler day, some 8d mils further west, om the 
Snoweapped peaks of the Rocky Mountains, I 
® roported thst hi is where Anthony Hendy 
the Canadian exporer. fst saw the Flockes 
the 13th century. 








the vilage sels pioneers, churches, sono 
‘organizations; together with main events, such 
sires. whic helped shape is destiny. Histo 

In 1898, Major Win. 6. MePherson, veteran 
‘atte American Civil War, and his sane, Hea on 
{and in Township 40, nthe present sto ofthe 
Vilage of Bentley. The conjunction of four of 
the Vilage at S0!m Avenue and Soh Street. 501 
venue wast known ae McPherson Avenue 
nds continuation of Highway 12851 passes 
Through the Vilage 

Major McPhoreon built the fist store jus 
back of he present Bentley Marcantie and op: 
trated fin eanjunetion withthe Lacombe Co: 
Gperative Company. 1801 Ne petitioned the 
Feder Government tor aPost Office Howove, 
{ oroup of setters. who were operating m saw 
til north of Bentley, near the Outlet of Gul 
Take" thought thatthe Past Office should be 
located here. Major MePherson'sstewas, now 
‘vor poked ae the sta ofthe Post Offic, and 
the name Springdale was suggested, It was 
found tat tia name was already taken £0 they 
had totindanather i wat finaly decisedto call 

















FRenge 1- West af the Sth Meridian 


the place "emoy’ from the name of one ofthe 
swmil operators atthe Outlot. The fet Pos 
master was O. E Putnam ang the Post Office 
tras located in the McPherson store, with amail 
Selvery from Lacombe once a week. Major 
ePherson was the second Postmaster ana the 
fist Justice ofthe Pence n 1903 the Major sla 
the store to A |. Cook. He, in turn, sald out to 
Putland and Thorp a year let, These to gen 
flemen were Archie Putlang and Frank Thor, 
more familiarly known a8 "Cappy Thorp 
‘Cappy" earned nis sobriquet iram pling 
steamboat that lid Gull Lake rom the lumber 
mile atthe North end of the lake 10 Brown 
Tow's Landing atthe South eng, an the occa 
me “Cappy" was the fst Mayor of Bentley 
ten i was incorporated imo a vilage in 108 
1819 ane was replaced by the present building 
nown asthe Bentley. Morcantie. It fist 
Operated ee @ Co-operative unger the manage 
‘mont of Me. Bolton. He wa followed by Mr 
Ut Chas MacDougall was the ast Co-op Ma 
fager before the Business was sald to Win. A 
Hotes in 923.1 fe tl inthe Holmes Farly 
Major McPherson tult «cheese factory at 
Bentiey, across the Blinaman River, onthe ste 
‘ofthe present Pico farm. The Major nen Bula 
tory, located approximataty where tho Valley 
wes sold 10 JF Miler who in tur told out to 
Kerr and Ree. Later WA. Brose bought the 
business. In 1922 Pay Wilton started ther 
Duttermaker. This ersamery bummed down In 
$880 while under te ownershio! Contra Cree 
mores of Calgary. yoar or 80 ater anew 
Creamery was bul weet ofthe present Bentley 
Hotel Perey Witon continued on as butter 























‘maker unt 1834. He was followed by Clarence 
‘creamery business was bought out by the Cen 
tral Alberta Dsiry Pool and was managed by 


Harold “Hansen,” Les MeWilen and. Evala 
Schell. (Not necessarily in that order) The 
Pat buita new plantsouth of hi balding and 
finally dlamantiea the ols structure. Ewald 
Schall continued on as buttermaker unt the 
oo! decided to centralize its operation In lec 
‘Dorin the 1860's, ana closed out the Batley 
plant 

About 1898 Guy Holmes bult he test log 
ete untitin 1901 he first Metnacst Cnureh was 
same ot tet the presontemurch accupies. 
lowed by Rev-G- J. Tate and ew Mr Cooper In 
43941 a brick churen was bull in ront of he log 
building, which wasthenusedasaciub room In 
1955 these two ole buliings were removed and 
the presentine Churenwas ult and dedicted, 
by this time a the Bentley United Churn, 
teas asmal building located between doth anc 
0th Avenues, on 47th Steet. facing West I 

ur Lagy ofthe Perpetua! Help, the Roman 
Catholic Gnuren, was Sul in 1946, under the 
‘guidance af Father Pat Rooney 

In 1980 Mr- Lennox Smith, followed by Miss 
Maisie Coulter. (wna later became Mire. Arden 
Lows) meld services for he summer mantis in 
the Wiliams and Wiege block. "This wes the 
beginning ofthe Gently Pentacostal Church 
Services were held in the all another places 
lntl'schuren was built ang dedicated in 1895, 
This church was located onthe site ofthe it 
log school in dentiey. ‘Services were hel hore 
unt 1977, whentne grasentmadernchuren and 
S2hool complex was built west ofthe Commun 
ty Hal, undor the leadership of Rev Ardon Lo 
‘wis and later by his son. Rew. Wm. Lewis, 

The first public schoo! opened in’ Api 
1902, with 12 pup, nthe log bulding that was 
fventually Used a an ioe house. The ditt 
‘rae established as Oxford School District No. 
887. arty Brownlow, of Browniows Landing, 
Suggested tho name from his ols home in Eng 
land. The frst senoal noord compriaed Halor 
MePherson, Al Shannan, and James Murray 

Te Hist teacher was Miss Grace Wilson. fal- 














lowed by Mae Ethel Moke. Thenextschoot was 
McPherson hich snow tho ste ofthe fu 

pal Complex. In 1942, Aired Damant taught 
Fight choo! to young acts inthe olclog eth 
fst Chureheleb room, In 115 this log bul 
ing was used for high school In 1990 a two 
roomed brick schoot was bul on the McPher 
Son site ana the fret senao! moved comm the 
brik school, together ns cttage school one 
Bok north, sewed the Oxford Senoo! Distt 
Until the present high school and elemontary 
Senoo! was ult ater the 1040s, to seve the 
Sister ‘pups of the frgerschoo! dusion, 
which included the Oxtord School Distt 
Some £09 pups are buses in daly 1 purse 
{heir education trom grades 1 10°12 





Prior to 1907, Bentley's medical services 
‘were served by a registered nurse n 1903, ol 
Towed by several ica! aces who were practical 
murses. Io 1907, Dr. W. G. Evane opened his 
practice and a drug store the building which 
fins to become John Biss Store later on He 
tas folowed by a Dr Baker and a Dr Lofoaum 
‘Thon Or MeLean startedapracice andbuitthe 
house wnere the Bese femiy now ive. Or Wm 
2 Henry arrived in 1924. He was a plot inthe 
Fost World War, Attar the war ne finshed fis 
medica raining and Ganley was nis tst prac 
tee. He opened a hospital which now used as 
2 vesidence on the south sige of Sth Avenue 
Nurse Curis assisted im, The present Sentay 
Genera Hospital was ult in 1932 and added to 
In 1950, thus doubling is size, Dr Henry wae 
Worle War Dr. Dobson replaced him in 1642 
Dr Tyerman in 943.0. Perrultn 1944 Drs H 
A. and Volot Myers in 1947: Or. Weaver and Dr. 
‘Skene in 1946; Dre. Ardouin, Kay and Meer’ 
rick were net fllowad by br H. Hotfman. our 
present physician, In 1242, Dr Pederson started 
i practice a6 a chiropractor in Sent, later 
‘moving te Lacombe where he retires, 





Around the turn of the contury Bentay 
served convenictly as an overnight stopping 
piace for farmers and trighters traveling bo 
tween Fimpey ana Lacombe. Roads were mere 
tras" end. in summer usually very wet and 
‘muddy. Winter travel was Best ae then thoy 


ould use foams and seigha and make good 
time wih heavier loads. Naturally some ofthe 
fst buildings were hotels and very barns BE 





(Bort) Wiliams bult the Arcade Hotel, with a 
{oes and very business in 1002. was on the 
South sige of MePherson Avenue ana was dos 
Troyed in the 1916 fire, Bert Wiliams then wont 
Into partneraip with Wiliam Wiese, ane Bult 
the wo storey brik building in 1920, whch Was 
Used ata hotel and restaurant ttnadalargohall 
‘hone side which was widely sea formostings, 
dances. chastauquas, movies and other cm 
munity. activities belo he Community. Hall 
tras builtin 1947, In 1806 J.B. Taylor bu she 
Tewandra” Hotel on the north sige of the 
Connection. 1 was later operated by George 
Hopkins, Reurnedin 1920 butwas never rebut 
‘Tho present Sentiey Hotel was bul in 1999 by 
Jos Morrsroe, has seen many changes of 
‘ath a eat ane tounge. 











Te lend some semblance of continuity to 
tis rather rambling nerrative, perhaps. wo 
should star atthe lop of the business section, 
fon the northside of Sot Avenue 

First wa have the oldest commercial bull 
ing in Semtey. where Or Evens started his dug 
‘orein 1907, John Blah arrive nthe village 
40. He went into parinersnip with St.John 
Gein andbougntoutastoreon the southside 
bf the avenue Alter this store was destroyed in 
the 1946 tro, they moved acrasstothe Or Evans 
builing and opened a general store there. St 
‘John O Nel eft the fem ogo farming and Jorn 
Bish continued 10 operate the store until he 
felved and moved ta. in 1047. HH. Roberts 
OF Poncka soquires the bulding and tho store 
was operated by LW, Collins. He was followes 
by Carl Berg who died while the store was In 
Xerted fo other uses 

Te next bulding wost, housed the Post 
ontce. it was onmed by MF. and Mis.George 
Hopkins, at that tine the Postmaster and Post 
mistress. Their son, Harold ©. Hopkins suc- 
Secretary Treasurer. Edgat M. Dyson was os 
master In 1980, followed by Jim Drinoan He 
Was succeeded by Witte and Bea Thorp, upon 
Wilts return trom the war They were in 
biti when the new Post Ofice was aultin the 
1050's, Mrs, Agnes Palmer then bought tho old 
builing ana startea her beauty salon thre, 
labion she stil operates 

"Hugh Gunn's confectionery store was next 





Mea. Nygard ran a coffee shop heroin 1826.10, 
1826 Brown & Wtherell bought ths propery 
fd uit their new store here Tae Hugh Gunn 
Building was moved out to Walter Stephenson's 
farm, vo miles west, and later moved Back tO 
the wilage to form part of new nome tat was 
being pul. The Witherells bought out Me 
Brown’ iforest in time, anc the now fm was 
registered as withorel's Stores Ltd. Stan Wit 
‘rll their oldest son, and his wif, Lorene, now 
fomodeled To sccommadate a modem sel 
serve grocery store 

In 1999, A. Grant Sanders the druggist. 
bought Ogle R Jonson's tinmith shop and 
Tving quarters, which wa the next place west. 
Grant bu the presen rug store bulaing, with 
Ting quarters atthe rear. naming tthe Bentloy 
Drug Store. In 1955, Grant wanstered owner 
Boyle Clinton. "Mickey", as she was popularly 
Known, ced while fil operating the store 
Martin. Upon ther retirement they sols out to 
Fred and Joan Stlanys After Fred's death the 
Sore was taken over by Ken Argue, who now 
‘operate bas an 1D.A. store. 
bling which nad been moved here when the 
brick school was builtin 1920, itwos occupied 
byte barber.Guy Palmer, who lnedatheback 
Unter the ©. H. Obome family operated a se- 
‘cond hand store nere. Then Bob Koil ran a 
barbershop andpootraom herein 1936. He was 
hess, Te building was demolished whon Gor- 
don Berane buithis pumeing shop here ater 
Selling out to Howard Burton, plumber and 
‘ster, Laveme and Barbara Anderson ac 
ured tha place and now operate a Sears 
[Egency and socond hand store thers 
in wwe next buiting in 1937. Sh lator mariog 
‘Albert Thorp. Albert's Mother, Me. Lut Thorp, 
ted from the butener hop ang bakery. Inthe 
{9808 Tom Py, the barber aves hisehop here 
fn acted ling Quarters othe back and inthe 
basement. Marin Schneider, our present 

















The next Building was the J. H. Watson 
General Store. This was the original seo! the 
‘Alexandra Hote, which was Burnes in 1920. A 





Me Fares followed Mr, Watson. He wes bought 
Sutby Me Brown (Granda) wha formedapar= 


etship wih MRS. Wither Me- Wither 
Bontay in 1829 sn managed the store under 
fhername of Brawn & Witherell They moved to 
the prosent "Lucky Dollar storein #385, Thon 
2A G. Brown. aro estate and insurance man, 
wit his wife and two daughters, ved here fora 
few years. Then albert & Wancko Bought the 
place, intonding to use for a movie theatre 
Howover his plans dig nat meterlize. so he 
swrocked the ilding, salvaged he material an 
Dut several uses in the vilage. Albert was 8 
plastering contractor by trade. Hesolathetotto 
‘in. and Ethel Jaffray. who Bul the present 
bullaing known as the Blindman Cate, which 
they operated until moving Yo 3.0 








pies by the new Bank ot Montreal! building. I 
Was te ite ofthe Alexancra Hotel Ivery Der. 
Iter tho hotel burned. the owners moved the 
livery barn across and up the avenue. Then 
Mortson & Johnson, Lacombe hardware mer 
chants, bull hardware store here. twa fe 
manages by Wied Henderson, a nephew of 
MMe Morison Later attr Witred's eats, the 
management was taken over By his Brother, 
Here Henderson who stayed unt they decided 
1 close the business. The bulding lay ile for 
Several years untilLon Ghesoger acquired it and 
operated an eutomotive repair shop tere until 
he dies. The bank acquires the property from 
Ime estate anu he new bank busing nine 








West, across 50th Steet, isthe “Big M 
Store, which replaced the old Pula ‘nd 
Thorp Store after t burned in 1019. We ex 
Plaines its history in out apening page 

‘The Feder Post Otic, next in lina, was 
buat inthe 1850's, whi Wired and Bea Thorp 
were stil in office, They were fllowes, wpan 
their retirement. by Ruth Bishop, and then by 
‘ur present Postmaster, Ron Hanranan 

arias Hardware was founded by George 
Caries after the turn ofthe centay. He strtee 





fa blacksmith and machinist. then became 
was aesistad by his aon, Paulin te pair shop 
His Bulsing Burned down in 1821, and a now 
larger building was constructed onthe present 
site, They expanded to hardware ana also took 
‘ver the agency for Imperial Oi His son, Pau 





and his nephew, Rusell, succeeded tothe bis 
ess after George died, They were aleosssated 
time, Russells sans, Gordon and Don, toe 
ver. The bulling was extensively remodelled 
Sndaadea ta. Acoiniaunary wasestanlshodat 
the ear and more storeand otice space uiton 
the side. Two apartments were added upstaits 
Office space snow laased by the Creat Union 
Don is atved and Goraon manages the bus 
Home Hardware. Hie son, Richard is ago & 
rember of the frm. and they ae ssssteg by 
Gordon's wit, Ol and. fchard’s wife 
anne, The LHC. an Imperial Ol Agency 
‘were dacontnued many yeas ago, andtnedus 
Ines mainly hardware 

“me Atlas Lumber Company came ta Ban 
tie after ine raiway roachodere, They 8ough 
ut the Smith Lumber Co. Robert Stewart 
(oa), was manger fom 1919 101890, betore 
boing transferred ta the Innstal branch, Claus 
Summers succeeded him in 1981 and stayed 
Unt his etirementin 1968. The company name 
has boon changed te Revelstoke Companios Ur 
mited. There nave baen many changes and in 
provements in tha yard. The agent's house, 
Yihich used to st next door to th Garres Mar 
ware, was moved uptown, anda new modern 
‘Store sre limber shed built thr 

Gat 8 Ol Products Lid, nad a bulk ol ta 
tion west ofthe umber yard. Gif Oi took over 
In 1952 and Angus MeKenzie manages the sr 
ioe station whicn Is now located thre. 

Eugene Blah bult an automotive repair 
garage, west of the Gull Station, which as 
ow been replaced by a modern building. 
housing ol fetd servicing equipment, and 
Opersiod by Frank Frasor and Sone, 

‘Crossing the avenue and continuing east, 
the next bulaing is the Bentley Hotel. which we 
‘onetime were the ate! blacksmith sop and 
tire repair shop. Several blacksmiths and 
machinists plied ther rade ere, sometwnom 
‘we remember are Alex Wilson, H. Janzen Bax 
ter 8 Stevens, Bob der The fst Sentiey 
Blacksmith was Chas Wooigar, wholater moved 
to Ali. Herb Birch worked atthe trade in 1003, 
ang another blacksmith was Gar Bjarnsan iso 
nis sone, Emil and Sigtrad and stil ancther wa 
Ee Stinson” Then north of the Big Mt Store, 
‘Charlie Brown had & blacksmith shop. He sold 




















out to Jono Van Last, John Talsma and Sons 
Suocesded him and erected 8 new Bulcing 
where they specialize welding. And 0m ves, 
Munro, former sehool teacher. twas i this 
buiing that Pecy Wilton ran a cream buying 
Station after the 1600 creamery tive, betore the 
row one was Bul 

‘The brick building next was originally 
tied ab Motel, witharestaurat counetai, It 
was bultin 1020 ithad a large hall onthe west 
Side which was used largely for community 2c 
thes. One wal remembered Chinesa esta 
fant proprietor was Oong Wong, who in the 
$8208 eorved many amea! to raion for 256 

in 198s, baker named Giroy had a bake 
shop|n the wast sid In fa46 Fed Garries and 
partner. Sick reticed from ths frm and ment 
farming. The businessisnow earied an by es 
fnd mis wife, Doris, ane their zon. B00, Lovie 
Wine and Sone, Marin and Car, bought the 
brick bullsing ang did some extensive repairing 
nd remodeling. They operte a welding and 
tachine shop nthe rear. The store next tote 
Valley Elstree now a Plumbing Shop. Upstairs 
was remodeleg into two suites 

‘The fire barber in Bentley wa J Bullock. 
Cost War veteran. Fred Chapman, and then & 
Guy Palmer nadasmallbarber shop eat ofthe 
Tom Pye, uno moved into tne present shop on 
the other sige of the avenue. This bulaing was 

Records show that the firs telephone sys 
tom was instalodin 1908 andthe exchange was 
in Goorge Garvie house Then the exchange 
marries Wn. Bogen), was ihe chiet operator 
sssisteg byher daughter, Ms. Meor MeKiliga, 
fd granddaughter Ester Mexiligan, Withthe 
Introdueton ot aslomatephones.theexchange 
building 

in 1895, Ray Trenholme, bulta B.A. Service 
fearoom'n connection. He and Mrs. Finch ran 
this business as partners. After Tenholme le, 
the premises wore occupied by a ladies wear 
shop. ‘The fst proprietress was Miss Jonny 




















Holmen. who later bacame Mrs. Buck Ingram 
"Thon Mise Rose MeNaught too over the bus 
ness. She later maried Walter Kirsch, In 1958 
bothiotseastofine Wiliams anc Wiese building 
‘were bought by Gar Hisarstag, and the existing 
bullainge were removed to make way 1" ase" 
Carlet he business, Chester Mile operstedit 
58. Shell Service Staton, 


Across the street, heading East, we now 
come to the Bentley Garage, which was org 
hally bull by Frank, (Cappy). Thorp and his 
first gavage. Tey nadine North Star lagancy 
fd also fold Overland and Willys-Knight car, 
locity was fst generated hereto service 
fesdents of Bentley. They used two large 12 
Eylinder stationary enginestoganerate 170volt 
BC" power. Later these wore replaced by 
iarge diosa unit Power vas turned on at dusk 
and cutoff at 11:00pm. Ityou wanted tostay ap 
Tater, was back tothe old ll amps! On on- 
(days power was turned on nthe daytime to 
ftecommodate. the laies and operate their 
washing machines and rons. Calgary Power 
ame to Bantey in 1035, and supplies AC. 
Power on a continuous basi, thus supplanting 
fhe Thorp Bros, plant. Cappy eventually ro 
ted fa his farm and Percy went to tne Coast. 
Wired Thorp end Eugene Blish succeeded 
thom, followed by Wm. (il) Person. Thon 
lan Marin took over, fllowee by Elmer Cat 
kine and his pariner, Lawrence Grol Elmer 
ols his share to Lawrence in 1952. A Mt 
Conta followed Lawrence Grit, and the gar 
lage was finally operated by Walter Schall 
‘iter Waiter left, the building hes been put 1 





Next door tothe Bentley Garage, Bill Peter 
son built & hardware store. with a large shop at 
‘he rear service Mastey Harris machinery. for 
‘stich he wns agent Eugene Blish was his ser 
tice man. Bil sid to the Sevigny father ana 

We have mentioned the aisastrous fe ot 
yo16 several times, twnpedoutalthe olsbule 
ings im this Block, on the south sie Among 
thote destroyed were te fst Thorp Broe ga 
go, the Arcade Hote an livery bar, the Bish 
find ONeil store, and the Damron and Thorp 
bulenershop. Alter the eit was docigod to et 








back the property line another 18 fest. The 
orth sige ofthe Avenue spperenty was orig 
{Tis made fora with of 118 feet through the two 
block business sacton. In 890 a contre boule 
ard or divider, was bul trough he business 
Section, and stoet lights were installed on i 
Griginaly so designed for fire protection, hae 
provided room for angle parking along te side 
Walks of Goth side, and wo anos ofalicoich 
Wey. This wide main strat has tong been the 
pride of Bently, 

The next building is the butcher shop, 
hich was rebut aftr the 1916 fre, Clarence 
BBamron had his often acjoning it. C.F. Dam: 
fon the auctioneoe, ead his ft sale in 7909, 
find become one of Alberta's foremost auto: 
neers, Hiemottowas"Knowe value! Getsit™ He 
hed most af the slesin the Bentley dive or 
Sales and bull sles in Lacombe and Calgary. 
Clarence was also chairman of the Oxford 
Shoo! District, ating only when it became 
part of the large school avision 

In 1906, Clarence, with his brother, ack, 
‘pend th butcher shop. Clarence ised team 
fang buckboard to deliver meat allover the cour 
also delivered to tho lake coltagers st Brown 
Tow Landing nd Aspen Beach, on Gull Lake 
Lister. Bert Thorp, ane his wife Lulu, joing the 
business They opened a bakery as well Lal 
twas brown far and wide for her exellent ples 
Faloh,took over the delivery senvioa Gull 
Lake, using a Model T. Ford forthe job. Alor 
Bert passed away. Lulu decided to close the 
Dkery and reir, to un laces cress shop 
‘cross the avonue. In 1995 Wilred Thorp an 
Fred Marriot look over the meat busines, s- 
ling out later Caled and Ralph Morison. The 
Morison bothers added the trozen food locker 
Joined by Harold Witon. Harald eventually c= 
fired the business and when he retired, 91d 
‘ut 19 the present butcher, Jack Monette 

‘The Union Bank erated a bank building on 
the nent lot ast aftr the 7938 fre. The Mer 
Chants Bank also had a branch, the est mar 
‘ager Being Mir Primrose. In 1921 the Merchants 
bout the same tie the Royal Bank took aver 














ine Union ark an maved the branch to Alix 
‘The Bank of Montreal then tok over the Union 
Bank bulging. under manager W.@, carn, He 
‘was eeceeded by the following managers, a 
Drder,t9 the 1960's. Ken. Bares, Wm. H. Bea 
om Scotty MeKay” Joe Walblage: Fergus 
Sparks 
‘ob Woolgar bul the nest bulding tothe 
bank. Iwasa stucco jebuitnan addon on the 
{st sige of concrete brooks, which he Mad ma 
nufactirag healt. The fst part was occupies 
by the Brg Orug Store, and operated by John 
MeQuoen in 1919, He was succeeded by Faye 
Johnson. Grant Sanders tolowee him but san 
moved to his own buliing across avenuein 
$809, The Bird Drug Store closegiout and Jory 
Leach opened a Variety Store nere. Jerry was 
‘The concrete blocs addition was occupied 
by Harold Hopkins, ae Secretary Treasurer of 
the M.D. of Lome. Harold was ego the village 
lly moved to. Lacombe to become Secretary 
Treasurer of the Muncipa District of Lacombe, 
office was occupied by Ted George andhis 
‘nen the eld telephone exchange was 
‘moved to make way for ho White Rose Service 
Sfation, Meat! MeKiligan, who was now chit 
‘operator had anew office ult next door tothe 
loalgar Block, with living quarters foe hese 
fang Extner. They continued a8 operators Util 
the AGT. bull a new exehange soutn of the 
Wirite Rose. Station, snd automatic phones 
‘mage thei gebut in Bentey. The MeKiligan 
Tadies were traneterred to Hanna. Since that 
lime the bung was occupied as a residence 
nd lately asthe office of Or. Hoffman 





“The next builsing was orginally bultby 
WA, Henry for use as his offic, Ithas serve 
‘he same purpose for succeeding doctors upto 
Or, MeKendrick’s tenure, He sold It wnen he 

Next we come to the orginal offic ofthe 
Blingman Valley Co-Operative Association, oF 
the"Hog Pool asitwas usually known. Glen A 
Wrghtservegas Secretary manager nroughout 
most of the Ife of the Pool. When the Poo! 
wound up, this office was taken over by Jom 
Somsnor and hie realestate snd insurance Bus 








ness. Mrs, Jean Fraser succeeded hin and fe 
ow the present occupant. 

[Emer Caine started the John Doors Ma: 
ene Agency in #898 n premises a block north 
ble new Bank of Montreal. He soldauttoc Mt 
Bus) Farrellin 1949, "Bus" solsthe businessto 
Ronnie Ramey. Alter the Rameys ft, the Dull 
Ing was demolishea ana Mer! Hasstaa bul 9m 
suomotive repair shop tere. 

Elmer nad the local scl bus fest when 
Schoo! busingstaridin 1947, witnnis home and 
busdepotanebiockunthernorth Webb Frizz 
‘uoceeded Elmer. The present owner, Wild 
{Grin took aver trom Webb, 

Inthe 19908 a truck depot and garage was. 
locetadsout ofthe sOinsteet CPR crossing. 
Some of the owners were Percy Lowe, Dave 
Schumaker, Kirk & Marshal, Sim Aemstiong 
and lan Martin 

A Punt 99 Service station was locetea on 
the ste! he new 6.7. Exchange building, It 
had several ower operators, some of whom 
Wore Clarence Eelund, Joseph Solberg, Bab 
Unger, Harold Brattke, Wm, Peterson, anf 
rally by Jim DeGratf who operated a welding 
nd machine sop there 

Inthe cary days John Veetking piongored 
2 custom feed grnaing mil, south across the 
sly rom Taoep's Garage. Iwas ister operated 
by Jaboz MoPherson inthe 19208 an 1890's. 
The ot was sold to Fred Hunter who but @ 
hauise on whieh was finally sot to Norman 
Wheeler wna had'a woodworking shop there, 

In 1947 Harry Doepel and Mr. Sanderson 
uit an upto dite custom feod! mil across te 
aiey, north of the Bentley Mercantile. Harry 
Scquired ownership later. It was destroyed By 

‘A pool room and dance nal was operated 
by Jamie MePersonin the saly days Bjornson 
Bos. operated a pool room inthe Wiliams and 
Community Hallas butin 1927 by community 
sffort finances by local eitzens groups. It nas 
Since serves the community asa meeting place, 
banquet hal, dance hall, movie teatre. ste 
Since that timo. Weoky pituro shows in the 
‘1800's and 1840s wore eagerly looked foward 
toby young anc ol 

in 1018, aIMr. Werkhauser hada confection= 
fry Business located approximataly where the 
‘Community Hall stands. Itseems hat the org 
pal Co-Op Storewae alsolocated here about the 











Bruce Howat. Jim Harvey, and Alex Gibson all 
had iw offices nee, 

Several shoe epale and harness makers cid 
business in Bantlay atone time. Someo! these 
were JF Tate in 1027: HB. Manning in T9e2 
Thor Waetin 1946 Another was L Krewskl, who 
later moved to Red Deer 

Local contractors ware always in demand 
trom the early days. Afow of these were Frank 
Howitt Clause Wright: Roy Wiese Albert Wi 
Aancko: Tony Wenger, Tony. Swanson’ Fred 
Camp & Son, painters Aric Nemes and B90 
\Woolgar snd his son, Chat 

WAR. Woolgar, known variously 98 Bob of 
Bil, wasaneary resident. Hewasapasiererdy 
trade, But hada Specialty, namely bulging tie 
places, fences, gate posts, monuments, etc 
stones in th aise and spit them to get the 
best grain and colour. He combined these with 
petrified wood which was abundantaround Gul 
{Cake at one time, to get some very aati 
fects, His son, Chari followed in is tootsteps, 
builing fireplaces, especially in lake cottages 

‘The Lacombe Northwestern Rifas, more 
aectonately known asthe Peanut Line 
Fived in Bentley in 1817. Iwas financed fo a 
large sogree by local capital. The frat pas 
‘onger coach was a deco elctricuntimportad 
from England, However. twas not designed for 
(our Canaclan winters, and had a Bad habit of 
‘eraling on ley euves in cold stormy weather 
Eventually 2 mixed ‘vain, pulled by @ conven: 
tional steam locomotive, was use, carted 
Dassengore, mal. express and eight cats. The 
Service was up one dy anc back the next. You 
ould expect it when fe aived! Tha line was 
S000 extended to Rime and then on to Hae 
ley, Winils, Breton. Thorsby. and finaly into 
Leduc, when it became part of the C PAR. sys 























The first Bentey station agent was WR, 
Hood. Carence Hergott succeeded him and 
served for many years belore being promotedto 
the Lacombe agency. Stan Porter succeeded 
him. Iniateryearsthe ioea stations wore closed 
ana the tlegraph lines removed, ‘Train service 
wont only a5 Taras Fibey, with a spur to the 
Flimbay Gas Pant. Only eight crs are caried 
now, consisting mainly of grain cars, and ol 

Tn 1918 the Alberta Pace Grain Co, but 











thoir elevator, with Tom Lorimer ae the frst 
buyer Tom also the Imperial il Agency 
that oil depot beingon atrack nearby. Tom mas 
followed by Bill Pringle. After Billeeies, Tony 
Tharou was buyer, succeeded in turn by his 
brother, Henry. The Alberts Wheat Poo! buItthe 
next house, with Jim Thompson the ts ye 
followed by Fred Hunter, than Art Hallongust 
During An's time tho elevator was stuck by 
Tightning on July 1 and destrayed by irs, The 
levator was rebuilt. After Art tied ulm Fink 
twas buyer for several years), John Somshor 
{ook aver witn Emie Spanier succeeding Nim 
Tho Poo lnaly 100k over the AP. Business, 
Both houses were destroyed in a spactacular 
blaze in 976," The Poo! rebut a much larger 
‘levator to replace the ather two, with Emia as 
buyer Henry Therow transorred over to the 
Lacombe Fertilizer and Farm Supply Company 
which bulla branch Io Bentley. the United 
‘Grain Growers Lig. at one time nad houses in 
Foreheo, Aspen Beach, and Prevo. These were 
finally closes andrew large slevator was bull 
al Bentley to serve the whole district. Stan 
Becdoes is their buyer 








In. 1823, th Blingman Valley Co-Operative 
Association was formed to market Blindman 
Valley nogs. The Heas Ofice was in Bentiy, 
with branches at Rimbey and Hadley. Gion 
ight was Secretary-Manager, after Jim 
Thompson, ang Glen stayed with the job Unt 
the Poo! was wound up. The Hog Po" bought 
more hogs than at any other piace in Alberta 
during ts heyday. Monday was "Hog Day" 

when farmers brought in their hogs to be 
Shipped aut on the tran that dey. Ther ves 
nd Tamilios wally came in a well 1200 the 
family shopping 

Wile on the aubject ofthe rita, et us 
‘way, ureter and sive, al and anne Sara 
bf thosewere George Cactrane, te ist ection 
man, folowed by George Tact who iter be- 
tame Roadmaster. Others were Alben Benson, 
Bil Wyroaub, George Retsma: All Zaksauskes 
‘lox Robostan: Bil Mix) up to the. presont 
‘George St. Germain. 

Frolght cars had to be unloaded, mail and 
expres delivered, Those mon reeponsibie for 
work was done by hand and traneporation was 
Wits teams and grays in summer and stoighs in 
Winter Coal was brought in by rll and Mad to 














be unloaded by hand of the box ears, and de 
wh di this workin the past were, Tom and 
Bernard Fleming: Etan Pong, Hary Brownow 
Jt: Emie Peterson; George and Marshall Oa 
on, Roy Klogstra and Peter Atteme later used 
{rks forthe ob. 

Undor the heading afrecreation anasport, 
Inadeitiontovarious socal actives hich 10k 
place in the hal Bentley was noted Tor ks base 
Bal payors The vilago could always tla 2 
{300d team to take part in league games with 
earoy towne and villages 

‘One team in 1921 comprised Jabez 
MePherson, Buck Forter Even Palmer. Wibur 
Whitesell, Russel Garvies, Les Langford James 
Miler Glen Willams, Norm MePhereon, Ras 
Hankins, Myron Palmer, Tam Whitworth, ana 
Clb (Speaty} Morison 

Ten years oF $0 later, such men as these 
made up the team, Glen Wright Clarence Her 
Gott. MS. (Dooley) Wither ited Thorp. 
Bert Thorp. Cal Raabis, Gus Haaretad, Eimer 
fang Ars Loic, 

‘Then in the 19408 we find such names as 
tase on the team. Stan’ Withereh Lloyd 
Holmes, Dr SA. Weaver, im Ferguson, Hay 
Petru, Haraia Wilton. lvine Suaget, Dean 
Suggett. Cecil Galloway, Alin Freeman, Don 
Freeman, Stan Grean, fob Aobastan, Chuck 
Morris, Bob Caughian, Gordon Garros. Caleb 
Morison and Carl Raabie were now manager 
lumber yard and he bleachers bscked upto the 
fence. Later the clamona was reversed onthe 
‘same fel, ang the bleacners were ball inthe 
North east corer Weekly games were held 
‘uring te season witha tournament on Sports 

“The st coring rink was located next tothe 
rene. Later two sheet curing nk was But 
fast ofthe bal diamond, across te ally from 
firskating rink. Waterwas supplied fo looding 
from the community wel atthe back of Garis 
To finish the lee, water was hauled tom Gul 
Laka at was harder andmadabeterioe Most 
lofts alder men curledangs goaghackey team 
was always ready to detend Bentley's Nonor 

‘tennis court was ocated near the station, 
which saw panty of ation in the summertime 

















‘organizations in the erty years included a 


fle Society. Onset the test plays offered 


Oran 
‘was entitled "What happened to Jones?” 
‘ast comprised of Miss Kate Surman Mis Flora 
Hanser Miss. Vera McPereon, Mesa Frank 
(Cappy) Thotp, Jame MePrerson, Bill ONell 
nd St John ONell This play was stage In 
i 

‘A Camp of he Modern Woodmen of Amer 
lca was entabishod nthe early years. was 4 
“The NIWA, wos later absorbed by the Inde 
pendent Order of Foresters. The MWA. 
frembere were offialynotiieg thatthe. O.O.F 
tnould nenor the obligations at ne MW A. com 
‘etning ther insurance policies. 

“The Bensvolant ang Protective Order of 
ks, (BP-O.E}, Lodge No. 318 was organized 
ln 1848, with 77 Charter Members. Ie has e- 
mained strong throughout the years and car: 
ributes much tothe commuty. The aio 
iad lodge, the Order ofthe Raya Purple, was 
frganized in 1991 with 37 Charter Members, 
ladies lodge has seen continuous prox 
ress, and isa very Ive organization 

The Bentey Chamber ef Commerce has 
functioned for many yea's sine the 1920's, 
promoting the Business and wall boing of the 
viage 

(ther series clube, which were organize 
atlater dates, luda The Bentley Lionsin 1950, 
tnd the Bentley Kinamen angel ladles orga: 

“Anather important organization isthe Bon 
tiey Legion andthe Ladies Legion. separate 
Section ofthis book wil be devoted tothe re 
trembrance of those local men andwomen who 
Served ther county In atm Worle Wars. 

In January, 1994, ity and with our four 
month old son im, arrived in Bentley totake up 
fesidenee inthe company house which was stu 
ted inthe Alas Lumber Company yard. wnerot 

In 1941, | ta0k over the job of Secretary 
Treasure of the OxtordSenooiDisrct No.6, 
rnaddiion tomy lumber yard duties, I seved in 
that capacity unt 1044, when the Schoo! 
tet was absorbed into te lage 82800! iision. 

When Harold Hopkins, with his wit, Oo 
retny, end her famiy at Bentley totake up the 
postion of Secretary-Tressurer of the newly 
formed M.D. of Lacombe. the vilage eounel 
teked mo to take over tnelage Books. Sothe 

















lumber business, school board, anévilage bus- 
tehich tha. stayed with the position of Vilage 
‘aministrator unt reves in 1873. In the 
the residential diatet Anew iargelumbar she, 
‘th store and office was built which relieved 
the pressure considerably. Nowdays,atinenow 
‘complex has been bull in Batley to Rouse the 
Municipal office, Senior Citzens Drop In Fre 
Hal ete. The administration is now a full ime 
positon, and ls no longer combined with the 
Timber vara 

We came to know many tthe early pioneer 
citizens of Bentley during the last 50 yeas, and 
[Became good fines wth mast, When we 
fied n 181, many of heeary settlers were 
Yung enough to be active. They had come to 
Bentley cary inthe century and had a hand in 
‘eveloping the vilage and district. 

Th adction to names already mentioned, @ 
tew more of our old lends and neighbours 
‘ome to mind. Among these wore the Harry 
Damron Harry was a younger brother of Car 
fence and Jack. Then Clarence’ tw sons, Ar 
‘hur, (Bud) and NT. (Dick) Bud was usualy in 
the ‘catia business and Dick was a schoo| 
teacher who later took charge of his father’s 
farm, One of Dick's sona is Dickie Oarvoa, the 
two known Country and Western singer ar 
Composer, in 1881 Jesse Everden lived jst 
north ofthevitageanasuppiied the wilage with 
‘nik Avetiredfarmer JC. Cart, deveredtne 
furel mall Ne, Cart! was Secretary of the 
Bentay Community Cemetery. Orher mail ea 
‘ere were Jahn Solberg, another reid farmer, 
Who lived to celebrate his diamond wedding 
With his wits and twelve children. ell ang Ana 
Wetze,anatner farm couple alsa delivered the 
‘ural mal Bea Thorp’s paronts, Mr. & Nts. 
Mickey Saint ved on 48th Avenue, as di A & 
‘Mes. Goe Peterson, theparents of Clare Willson, 
Mable Anderson, and Elmer Peterson. Goo ra- 
taledthetime when the ile abuting the south 
boundary ofthe vilage was a big slough. Mrs. 
Lule Holmen i tiling ands great-oreat 
Srencmotner to many of her family wh reside 
fore. Her sister Jennie Skjonsberg algo lives 
here. We ike torememderotneroltimers, uch 
fs, Mr and Mie. Durican Layton, Hera Stover- 
Som Jim Scoular, Cec Suggett and Gert 
Goorge Besdoes; Me. & Mrs. Sia Brooke, Ha 
on Sergesen: Mr & Mrs, Gus Brune Me & Ms 
[lester Metal Mie Margaret Mexinaon, AL & 





































Phyl Herman, and many others n both town And siting on the banch are Oetiet 
fad eounty, ho are ited inthis book Gis, and Diet: the finest bunch ot 
would Tike to thank those who have subsites as anyone could pick 
iped rettesh my memory In ths writeup and 
those who have continued fo this Mistry Suck Fortner, Jon an Langford 
tiey and The famous pitching 
dust shoot he pl ae 

















‘THE BENTLEY BALL TEAM 


a dandy No matter now they throw them, 
he game, Slow, wise, igh, or fat 





Each player does a carmdest (id Calo e behing the bat 
No matter who you name ‘an mails them tot 





sim Atte plays te tt sack “Those are a bunch of athel 
‘na pays fall the whe, Steady stauneh, and tu 

















esident 


















































HONOR ROLL 


















1914 - 1918 
Burger. Ala Nei €, St John 
Bigam, Murray Nei, Wiliam 
Bjornson, Aspbjorn Paling, Ceci 
Damant, Prey 

Hopkins, Harold Mig, Joho 
Morison, Ralph Whitwort, Bort 
ar, Jame Watch, Philip 





HONOR ROLL 








1939 - 1946 
A aw Hunter. ema, GA 
Bndsreon, 3S Hunter J Reis, LL. 






























Brownlow. HA. siohnstor ‘Sambrooke. 5S. 
Christenson. A Meo, J 
CGhistenaon’ LW Mies, 
Dioxau. B Mes Soma GE 
Diewau, Ri Moore, RH Sorenson, © 
Everden Morrow. H 
Mrrizon, H.. 
MeNaught,C.¥ Shires 
Foto, © MeNaugnt, RB. Skjonsberg, EH, 
Falton Mekiligan, A Skionsberg, 
Fernie, JB Neal. keels, RE 
Fernie, E Neal HA Sroke,P 
ares Nelson, FW. Thorp, RE 
Parkinson, R.A Torna © 
Parkinson, GA Van Heeren. A 
Hawkings, EF Peterson, Whitworth, FR 








Haweings, Peterson, R Wiese, LN, 
tawainge, © Petry Ul Woolger,¢ 
tarpen, C'S ingle, GA Wright & 

Pringle. J Zaluh, LE 
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HISTORY OF THE BENTLEY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 


Inthe year 1820.8 company (mostly Leiskes 

uncle, sons and nephews) of beieers inthe 
‘Third Angats Message, ware meeting for Sab- 
bath School angworshipinthahomesofchurch 
‘membecs in tne Bentley district, 

‘ltl ater eevices were ho ina iti ea 
tranary situated on the propery of Willam 
{oko Services were Io German ony. Leader 
ship ofthe Bentley German Church of Seventh 
Day Adventists was given at that time by such 
‘men as Elder George Rut, EiderHumann, Elder 
DD, Neutet and Sem Leake, Se 

‘egrttaly, the records covering the years 
1800 Sept 1299have been lost, a fer astocal 
‘rombers tan reea, and ite information can 
Sp obtaines, with regard tothe work of ho Ber 
Noy chureh in that period 

in the minutes of a meeting dated Sep 
tember 1, 1898, we nave this entry: "Eidor Dog 
fring and Brathor Philbrick wore present 
Eiger Begering presenting the sermon. This 
wea followed by 8 short ciscussion of plans tO 
re-organize the church, inviting lh, both G 
man and Engl speaking to becomemembers 
‘ofthe Bentley Church "Among the churen of 
flere at that date wore such names as Philbick, 
Loike, Bruce, Nathan, Paterson and Reimche 

T4845, the church membership stood st 
thirty Minates of 2 meeting. dated only 
5045, reveal that “pans were made as to wat 
Shovid be dane about the churn bullding, nd 
to investigate the coat of moving it 

“January 21,1848 the following entry was 
made, "Brother George Leis gave. report on 
the cost of the moving ofthe church and the 
remainder ofthe funds was raised that right 
Eder Rick presi at this mecting 

From minutes of a Board mesting dated 
June 25,1947, this entry: "June 0th was the 
ate set for working at tho cemetery grounds, 
Iiling in the basement hole and fveling the 
rounds’, which seems fo indicate that the 











‘church bulldinghad been movedinto he Vilage 
‘of Bent, tothesitewhereshenew church now 
Stands. nthe fall of 1877, tis building was 
‘moved oafarm west Bentiay,tomake way for 
the new church, 

In August of 187 serious consideration 
was: given fo building new church an in NO 
ember, under tne letersi of Pastor Murray 
(Chapman, a bulding committee was formed 

in May. 1877 work was begun on the new 
church. The old church was moves to tha farm 
of Gus Johnson and, st the Invitation of the 
Unites Church congregation, Sabbath Schoo! 
land worship woreheld hetetor approximately a 
Year with Pastor St Cai Kya giving Inspr 
tonal leadership. The. church was offically 
‘pened on June 10,1978 








‘Church members continued in hei ative 
ana financial supporto recing the chureh of all 
‘encumbrances, and to-day we have the joy of 
resenting tis sanetuary Detore God, be 
‘ecicated to His service 

‘Some of he flies attending over the ye- 
ars atnough aot ll during the same time wore 
‘Sam, Willa, Huldech,Eowin, George and Jacob 
{elake and later John Gimbels, EM. Rese, 
Bauers, Humanns, Zipriens, John Schmists, 
Natnans,Flcks, Warehame, Rensehirs, Schur 
makers, Miler Rapps. Simpsons, Wezel 
Foxes. Pattereons and Saumbschs - meny of 
‘which arena longer with vs. 


Even though the records werelot, covering 
the peri of 1820 to 1939, must say hatin the 
‘year 1826 my parents, Daniel Leiskes ane some 
‘tthe family moved to Bentley and attondedtne 
Services and Tater beceme members of the 
churen, 

Inthose year athe traveling inthe winter 
months was done with horses and sleigh, athe 
roads were not opened or ars, asthey are now. 





fei Beth 


But no one ever thought of missing @ Sabbath 
Sence, because we couldnt ride In a nice, 
warm ear | wonder how many wouldnt hike 
twice now betore starting out on a five to ten 
mile ride with a team and sleigh and the 
tomperatre twenty-five below, and lower, just 
(One litle incident | remember happening 
fn the way to churen with the fear and cuter 
We naa 2 ast team and going over kno the 
pole in the cutter camo out, dumping Bill ans 
Norma {who was about four monte old atthe 
time) into the snow, but Bill was abe thang on 
piled back in ané made the rest of the way 
Without any Woubie and arrived in time for 
Church. Those were the good ols days! 





by Anna Wetze 





ALLAN, WILLIAM & GLADYS 
By Glays Alan 


(On Apa 1st, 1950, Giadys and Bil lian, 
witn two sons, Donald and David took up res 
dence on a na action fam. one mile south of 
Bentley known as the "Edwin Chowen Place 
‘They purchased the farm trom Mark Wiel, 
who had bought it rom Edwin Crowen a ou 
pie of yours before 

‘The Alans saw a one inch scvartise- 
‘mont in a farm paper, describing this propery, 
Imentioning twas close toa senool, with grados 
from 110 12:alocal hospitalanda doctor power 
fand a good water supply things that loomed 
Important to them, with two sone to aie, 

Their Menta, Sasktchewan farm, where 
‘ney Ive, had no elect. clay roads that 





‘were ahazard in wet weather; especially with 40 





miles to drive tothe closest hospital and doctor 

Bis father, Archi, and he Aunt Magate 
hac rata to Calgary ana it seemed important 
to Bil ang Gladys, that they should be within 
‘ving datance to them Shoulgan emergency 
Siise, and with 40 miles of sticky wot clay 10 
‘varcome, this would be mpossibo under Ger 
fain conditions. With these factors In mind, il 
tnd Gladys decided 10 move to alberta. 


In the fal of 194, Bil, Gladys an Archie, 
(eure dad}, heades west in tre 1948 grey 
(Chev. car Ther only lead was this one inch ad 
In Bil's pocket, ceseibing this Bortloy tat, 


However, to get an overall prspectve of 
land values, the Allans worked thelr way along 
No Highway, trom Claresholm inthe south to 
Benteyinthe north. They haa actually given up 
tying fo Buy something, because ofthe much 
Hohe: prices ot Albert and, compared to what 
they aifeay owned in Saskatchewan. But with 
thioad in Bila pocket, they feluctatly agrood 
thatthey ned come thie far, 0 ey might as well 
take one mare ook. So, with ti tnalatemptin 
tina, they got out the road map for directions 
{2 Bentley rom Red Deer. They had come iis 
far north the night before. They decided 10 
take the. Sylvan Lake route, Hoading north 
‘fom Sylvan Lake the bush got thicker ena loss 
land cout be seen trom the narrow roadway. 
‘Tho itches revealed a rather ight colored 
oi, So the atmarphero In the cet got rather 
‘SietArchia Allan, inthe beck seat, started 10 
Suck nis tooth = habit he had whon things 
‘ion quite euit him, Gladys ana Bil looked at 
teach other with @ questioning glance, "where 
fe the rien lack loam walve Peard about? It's 
gt fe show up soon cause we Fe realy 





“Then thappened! They reached the crastot 
noir Mil ana Before ther spread the most 
Seauttul signt they has ever seen. The sign, 
Hold everything! You ate now entering the 
Farnous lindman Valley” changed the tone in 
Side the litle Chev, Gladys and Bll gaspediat the 
Sight and Archie uit sucking his tooth, and al 
ofa sudden became talkative. This looked ci- 
ferent. After a ew mies, and enquires, they 
pulled Into the yard of what was to be their 
future nome, 

Mark Wilhelm was home and courteously 
showed them around. The two main baldings 
wore tmehouseand thehip rooted baa, stl very 
thuch in use a this goes to press. Other than 
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that, couple ofshopeand granaries completed 
‘he bulisngs to be seen 

Glade kept fairy quiet unt Bil and Archis 
nag aed all he main quostons that you usu 
lly ack wnen you are buying and, then Gladys 
oulent keep Quist any longer. She nae only 
‘She question in mind, and came out, "By any 
‘hance does there happen tobea itiestream or 
freck flowing through the back end of this 
farm? 

"Yes", Mark saic, “The Blindman River 
cuts through the back end.” Gladys was elatod 
S pould hardly hold in the feeling that she 
knew, "Thi was the placa, thls was the place 
thay wera meant to lve, She had fead a story 
ook in her younger years called “Anne's 
House of Dreams", and in he Soak, Anne has 
searched for a place 10 lve, and know ner 
Search was over when she found a spot wih a 
brook cutting across the back of the propery 
land she named "Anne's House of Dreams 
Svs fantasy had never left Gladys ena she 
knew. witmout a cout, they had Touna thee 
future home, But all thie exetement she had to 
keep within herelf unl she could get Bil alo- 

Alter Bil neerd her story sna the men 
agreed it had een the most feasible pice of 
property they had looked a, they made @ deal 
‘ath Wiel, 

“The Wilheims wanted liven the house" 
‘Apri, 7950, to whieh the Allens agreed. HOW. 
fever, Gladys and Bil had to vacate thai Manta- 
Fro home es the buyar needa to move i. TAs 
brought on the xt step. to vacate the Saka 
thewan holding ft wasn't fong betore two all 
tare wera loaded with farming effects and urn- 
ture, and on their way to Bentley. Andrew Hot 
men, and his dad were athe staton when these 
{wo cars arrive, picking Uptertilzer Tony The 
‘ou was there algo, and Clarence Hergat. the 
Station master. The furniture and machinery, 
‘te. were stored overwinter on the newly pur 
‘chased farm, lady and Bil wth Donald. agod 
2. and Davi, 6 months ol, apent the winter In 
Calgary with Bus Gea ene Aunt Magia 

“The closest neighbors, Louis and. Jean 
Seas are to be thanked and appreciate for 
their open and warm hospitality, Whenever the 
fllans were in peed of anything the Saez fan 
iy accommodetes, They were given the open 
ivitation to hook onto any machinery they 
heeded or the rivilage of using herd ives Une 
Ti'they wore estabishee. 














Goiting estabished was diticut, Outof the 
first years at Bentley their op was robbedby 
hal tee times. A special thanks to Mr MS. 
Wither at he fied & Whit Store, whe Kept the 
‘Alans in groceries when they were unable to 
pay tel its. 

The Allan family increased by three more 
chilgron: Margaret, Bob, end Brian 

‘At present Don and Helen (nee Wood) 
have four eniiren: Lot Bonnie, Mary, and 2 
‘ew bor son, Michae!. 

David and Judy (nee Langmuir have tho 
eigeen, Chae, Kim and Ker 

‘Bob ana Gall (nee Holmen) have wo chil 
ren, Ket and Brat. 

In the Bentoy istrict. 

“Son Brian live at home with hia mom and 
ad, who aro stl ving in the original nouse, 
although retired, 

DDaughtor Margaret married Tom Kingsma 
frombolland. Thay nave hreesons, Jahn, Wily, 
tnd Thomas James. Ther home isa farm at 
Rochtort Bridge, Alberta 
and diriet has been good to them and their 
thiaron, and hey have never regretted moving 





‘own and operatetarms 





Tirey Ames was another early setter nthe 
Rainy Creek distil, being there by 1907. He 
Tved about three miles sourn east ofthe J.C. 
CCaerit farm on the south bank ofthe Bindman 
fiver. He later became unbelaneed to such an 
txtent hat he committed suicide, dressed in his 
‘ery best angiying on his own B60, in Ape 012 
Hisbocy wasnt clecovered until eariyamonth 
later 





ANDERSON, ANDREW AND HULDA 
By Hulda Ancerson 

Andrew Anderson came tothe Bentley ci 
‘om, 189, a homestead west of Bentley in 
1905, 

“Andrew served for atime inthe army during 
the 1914-16 war He slo worked for Burns & Co. 
incalgary 

He came back tothe fxm and in 1919:mar 
tied Hulda Skjonsberg, who was born in the 
Bentley date n 1002 

They had 1 daughter, Annie, born at the 








farm in 1922. She attended schoo! 
in 1990 Hulda and Ancraw moved to the 

Boyle district onthe SE. sof Section 2 Town 

ship 40, Range 2, west of the Sth Meridian 

‘Andrew passed away in 1973 and is buried 
in tho Vig Cemetary. 

ula stil ives onthe farm, 

In 3949 Annie marred Nick Seropnek and 
thoy have 2 sons, Fandy of Bentoy, who has 2 
ellen and. Bradley of Red Deer, with 3 
enigeen 

Nick and Anni ved in Red Deer unt 1054 
andtnen movestoBentioy, here they operated 
{he Hotel Coffee Shop for a number of years, 





ANDREW JOHN (JACK) ANDERSON FAMILY 
y Salma Vig 

‘AJ. Anderson was born in Sweden on Feb 
cuary 13,1871, and when he sas axteen he 
‘came to Canada as a stowaway on @ ship. 

He worked in &C. for a faw years before 
moving t0 Bantf and Anthracite, where he 
(worked in the coal mines for several years 
way, October 15,1871. She came to Minnesota 
With her parents and about 1890 she came to 

fanada with a slater and brother-in-law. Her 
Sister and husband went back to Unites States 
fand Carrie got work in Calgary with the Prince 
family who had @ boarding house of Rotl, 
may be called naw. 

twas here Jack and Caric met an they 
swore married anary 29, 1898 

‘ter thei marriage, they made their ome. 
in Gant ang Anthracite snd ack continved 
‘rorking in the coal mines: He took pat Inthe 
{Gols Rush but ian get tothe gol 
late Mr. Bullock of Lacombe prospected the 
Bankhead Coa! Mie, 

In. 1904 he fled on the homestead in the 
Bentley area SW %22-40:2-5 andi 1905 ty 
‘Anarow tO years: Gimore Byears Edna yeas 
‘wine Aled and Florence 3 years and Earl 2 

The fst fow wintors Jack re 

In the early year thar were many people 
who topped atthe Anderson home ashy were 
bout halfway between Lacombe and Rocky. 
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quarer Inthe Rainy Crook cstict was ole to 
Gerald Wieon. Lou Bures bought tha Sunset 
Hil quarter ana the other Anderson noys took 
‘over the other lane 

‘Andrew marred Hulda Sjonsbergandied 
in August 1973, 

Gimorematries Alice West andcies Febru 
ary 1968 

Edna married Martin Vig and dies in June 
1961 

Allred marred Olga Johnson end die in 
‘etober 1964 

Florence mavred Julie Johnson and 
moved to Hoadley. She now Ives in Eomonton 
‘th ner son Belin 

fri married Gertrude Haarstad and stil 

‘Selma mated Clarence Vig and she now 
tives in Bentley 

‘Obert mariod Gunde Skjonsberg and they 
also ive n Bentioy 

Clara married Gus Johnson and they stil 
sve onthe farm 

Gordon marred Julia Johnson andthe ti 
lve an the old farm 

Harold married Milred Burton and he dios 
ln October 1973, 


ANDERSON, CARL CHARLIE 
‘By ete Watts 

My uncle, Carl Anderson came tothe Cal: 
kine Valoy trom the US. 

He was a ratired, hare working mine. 

He resided with his sister and Sathorn 
law, Annie and. Cart Geli and eventually 
Dough the NIE 16-41-2405 ware he resied 
for threo years 

Ho was a strong vigorous man, and was 
reaty admited for his strength and good na 

Ho passod away inthe Wetaskiwin Lodge. 








ANDERSON, EARL AND GERTY 
By Holon Anderson 

Earl Anderson and Gerty Hesrated wore 
‘marcec August 27,1927, athe residence of Mr 
land Mrs. AB. Haarstad, Their tet chi. Glen, 
‘vas bom October, 1927. Earl worked for AB 
aarstad fortwo year. In thesprngot 1928and 
{S22he worked onaroad.rew anc Gert athe 
ooking forthe exow. Inthe fall of 1928-29 Ear 
‘went fo Vulean and ran a threshing aut, 

Intheepringot 1800, ar purchased quar. 





teraot Seo. 11-40-2-5trom Aired Heastad, with 
att of the Agreement of Sale. The buldings 
‘nore also to include a barn, 

‘When Glen was 3 years od, was stricken 
with infant paralysis and when he was iter 
taken to Edmonton was discovered newasiet 
eat, 

Eadie was bom January, 1991, at home, 
Jack was bom May, 1992: Oni, Apel, 1834 
Phyl, January 1857; Maxine, October, 1982, 

When Glen was nine years ols he was sont 
ta Winnipeg and then to Montreal they were 
the only schools forthe deat at hat time. He and 
evoralkis rom he west woul un away from 
Montreal, because they did't kei, He was 
About eighteen when he tnished schoo, taking 
fabinet making end working at several Jobs, 
ls, in Jonngan’s sawmill a Rocky, 

‘Ihe older ehleren went to Boyle schoo, 
aways by horesback. In 1946-47 a correspon 
ence teacher came to Boyle so Earl arove the 
ide fo schoo! in Bentley very day. Tha next 
{year the buses tartod picking nem upand Ms 
Ine started echo mn Sent 

dole and Jack finished grade nine snd 
then went to wore at various jobs a Johnson 
‘sawmil ang helping withthe harvest nthe de 
fret 

‘Oni tnishes grade twelve in Bentley and 

tn 1952 anol rg, one ofthe many around 
bullaings. The older boys went to work on the 
fig and many ofthe ties young men got thei 
far with to orgs, 

Loyd finished grade twelve and continued 
tohelphisdac frm. Onilater weno college in 
Mascon, Idaho, and took up geo}. 

‘Maxine finshed herhighsehoolandwentin 
to Nursing Ad taining. 

Phys marred Paul Pogadl February, 
‘August 1956, Lynda born March, 1058 and 
Patty Born October 1959. They lived on he 
geal farm and Past helped withthe farming 
fang looking afer the hogs. Teagedy stuck in 
Becember 1968 when the family wae gong 
home fom fown and were involved in a eae 
Tives of Pry, Paul and Lynas, Paty recowed 
4 broken leg and was Nosptalized fora tine 





and Bonnie was bedly bruised. The two gis 
went to ve with tlt grandparents, the Ar 
doreons 

“Tragedy struck again Inthe Andorson fam: 
iy when Gerty took il, nad surgery in August 
1969" and pasced away in Septemoer of that 
Year, She fonk vary much pride In her house- 
Work and dda lot of fancy work: Bonnie and 
Pate continued to ive with thelr eranaathr 
fnd stonded schoo! fom thre. 

Bonnie marred Dennis MeDonagh in July 
1973 and they nave two daughters Kathy was 
boin October 1879 and Cheryl October 1976 
and they lve at Valleyview. Paty stil lives st 
Bente 

nv Anderson married Barbara Linaholm 
in July, 1985 ane they have four gis, Sheley 
own June 1956, Cher! June, 1988 Shanon 
June. 1970 and Trisha - Apri 1974. They lve in 
Calgary where Orville employed with Dome 
Patoleum 

Maxine marrieg Al Stewart from North Bat= 
tlford, Sask im-April 1967 ang they have 2 
boys and girl Sean was born August 1968 
Darren = August, 1960 and Daniele ~ 1975 
They live in Leduc where Al ie painter 





{Edie married Hazel Steet trom Lacombe, 
September. 1977 and they have a caughter, 
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Cindy, bom August, 1972. Edele works with 
Flint Engingering and Constuction, Lis, 

Gen marcied Lucy Wusaweig from Win- 
nipeg, November, 1974 and they have 9 gir 
‘Aima born Apri, 1973; Sonia = January, 1975 
land Cora -Septomber, 1977. Thay ve lh Bon- 

oy wnere Glen custocian forthe high schoo 
land Lucy i custodian inthe elementary sono 
oye married Helen Pettersson. whose 
perents lve in Bentley, In Septamber. 1078 
They Rave one daughter, Karen, born March. 
1979, They lv in Bentley ang Lloyd farms 
eri served as councilor tor he County of 








‘BY Oscar Skjonsberg 
Easton Anderson came trom North Dakota 
1 "Section 18, He farmed tre for tve years, 
haa sala, nd went back ta tha Stats. One of 
{he alls got marred auton tho farm 








ANDERSON, ELLWOOD 


Dace patemal grandparents came from 


‘Andrew Jahn Anderson, my dad's paternal 
faranatatner was born in Stockholm, Sweden, 
fn February 13,1871. When he was seventeen 
years old, ne heard of Canada ~ the land of 
Dpportunities end decided ta move tare, He 
[rived in Canada n 1885 and workadintnecoa| 
tinge at Anthracte, near Ban 

(On Januery 19, 1696, he maviod Kad 
Svennes. ‘She was a young woman who hed 
"They ware marie in Calgary and ive at Ar 
tad at Bentley. Thisisthesameplace an which 
iy granparents stil ve 





children born were Gilmore, E2na, Aled Flor 
fence (they wore twits), Ear. Sema. Obert 
Clara. Gordon {my grandtather) and Harold 
This was a vey large family, considering how 
{mall Great Grandma wee. dhe wae four fet 
floven inenes fall and weighed about ninety 
five pounds. 
And Saver. They lived i Norway orth Unites 
‘On Apfil 18, 1985, Gorton, the second 
youngest, married Julia Alvina Johnson. They 
moved tothe Anderson homestead where Jack 
Sn Kar lved. They silva atthe stor farm 








inthe Sunset ils, They agohada lage tami 
Rimbey slstnet. The next born was Dennis, on 
November 25, 1884. He ives Inthe Losivila 
free, Then Born was Ronald, on March 25,1996, 
fndhelivsat Pink Mountain... On Augusto, 
4037, my dad, Ellwood Oliver Anderson, was 
bom and farms inthe Bentiey strict. The iret 
‘iri the family, Glenda, was born July 31,1942, 
fand shelves Leduc. On Novernber 28, 947, 
Stanley arrive, Heives inthe Boney citric 
Norman was born January 2, 1952 ana hetves a 
tember 1, 1956. She teaches schoo! in the Be 
and Grandpa. Finaly, on October 11, 1957, 
hery!tynn was born. she the youngest and 
Tinea with Grandma and Grandpa 

‘My grandmothers mother wae. married 
‘wien, Har maiden name was Minne’ Bertha 
Haaretas, She was born October 2, 189). She 
‘marred €¢ Olson, her fist husband, on Feb 
try 15, 1899. Ho was born March 24 1968 and 
ties in February of 1904. Great Grandma had 
four ehilren rom ner fist marrage, They were 
Geri, George - who died in his early toons, 
Edward, After her first husband cle trom ery 
Sipeles, she moved from the States to the Ber 
ey alstriet and Momesteaded in 1908. On May 
come with hs parents, Mr and Ms. Marin 
lav, who was bom August 31, 1910; Olga, who 
woe or July 14 1812-dula my grandma) who 











was born Api 26, 1914; Grace was born July 2, 
4316 and died trom pneumonia when she wae 
two yes 0l8. Another daughter also named 
Grace, was born august 23-1999 and George, 
the youngest, wae born Juiy 4, 1923. Gustav 
les on great grancia's homestead now 

‘On October 25, 1959, Ellwood Anderson 
married Shiey Chatwood, On July 24, 1960, 
Iny brother, Davis Gordon, was Born an Oo 
December 21,1982 |, Bian Loe, wes born 

‘onseptember 8, 1980, Davidmarried Holly 
YYousph, ‘Tey iin the Bentley cities and ne 
works for Inter Cy Gas, north of Lesiovil 
iter graduation, | attendes Olds College, 
$udying tobe a Wheat Poo sesstant manager 
Presently | am traning a the Two Hills What 
Poot 











at rt Mn ng 
ANDERSON, ELLWOOD AND SHIRLEY 

By Shirley Anderson 
James and Vera Chatwoos, bom February 4 
J, af Rocky Mountain House 
the spring of 1867, we lived north of Rcky at 
John Ojas camp." While there, a devastating 
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forest tre raged through the area, destroying 
tveeyhing ins path end we ltorally escaped 
With our lives. One person fot so fortunate was 
fn old prospector by trenamneat Tom Schley. 
[ter the fe, my dad and an R.CMP. oficor 
trent back to lodk for him an found his body 
beside nis ipod cog hathshadgone back to 
find a $06 ending to a colorful character! 

When we left the camp that day we stayed 
wit the George Pulay family. Lator we learned 
{hat a radio report stated that a young couple 
fan infant daughter ha perishes in thet. We 
{euly ore fortunate fo be alive anabeter yet tO 

Vatendee Rocky shoots url 1957, ana 
‘originally came to spend the summer with my 
Sunt and uncle, Ron and Ellen Spears. Mrs 
Alfred Harstad asked if lwauld consider 
Staying with them and. going to school, 20 
nother intresting chapter of my He began. 

Bred and Clara mere a wonderts couple 
ang, akhough Alfred was very il, we used t0 
spendmanynours playing cribbage.Ita5 uly 
days at Bentley and of he new friends and 
vente was the annual Show Ball Inthosedays, 
Charge ofthe festive event and produced many 
Saborate programs. Those of us who wore n 
the pageant hac to learn several folk dancos to 
perform forthe audience. I can stl see Fred 
Peterson trying ta maneuver his number 
tweves through te Chareston! 

Mr, Meintosh the music teacher, ected 
tne highschool ih a muses! pay called “Aue 
Lurie" and the principal songsters were Carol 
Scoular and Clifford Merser We even 

‘One ime Ciford Wenger and cepresentes 
two former schoolmates trom Rocky won, butt 
‘was gret fun. twas aaa day Tor many when 

Im August, 1960, atendec.a schoo! reunion 
andit was grea! to see old ends, some whom 
fall of 1889, when lett to marry Elwood Olver 
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‘Woody ithe fourtnson af Gordon and Julia 
Anderson ang was bom August 3, 1997, at 
Bentioy. He grew wp onthe fanny farm in te 
Sunset Hil district, Woody attended the 
Roas’ 

He recalls the ball games that were payed 
‘on the diamond west ofthe school when othe 
Sehools, sueh as. Lockhart and Stephenson, 
‘woul eome for ball games, There was always 
the annual Christmas concer. when teacher 
land students alike, would practise excel for 
that special cay 

hen Elwood was» te oie, in arate 
lantors of the school, making sure the fumace 
‘nas fred and te floors swept With the money 
he earned, he bought a bow ang arrow sot Ne 
stillhas # and his sons have used 

‘One. of the things he remembers (3 the 
soraps the boys would get into and he recalls 
Raving 0 stay in stter schoo. ster ane partic 
lar tight with Mein V's boys. 

Margaret Brooks, Don Wine, Joe Quinto, Miss 

kine. Margaret Rionardson and mest ya 
inne middle of the school year when bs 
was In grade fve or as the school closed Is 
door forthe last time and the stucents were 
bused into Bentley to attend classes in the 
briek sehoal 

‘ater graduating in 1085, Woody wont 19 
workin th ol felds, working in dftoront areas 
Of Aleta 

‘On October 23,1959, Ellwood and | wore 
reception anc dance at Bentley. Dick Damron 
‘had band at hat tie and played for our wed 
ing dance. 

"We lived at Sunda, Eckuille and Gentioy 
fang then moves to Hileest mn the Crowsnest 
Pass for year bofore moving back 19 Bentley 

inthe fall of 1968, we moved to our farm 
west of Bentley, in the Sunset Hil. The 91d 
{choo sits on te crgialsiteonthelandwestof 

‘Asa child, luted to love listening to stores 
told by our elders They talked abaut he Sunset 
Hil ang of the ‘stil hidden there. | used to 
‘wonder unere this mysterious place was and 
Ite did t'dream that one day | would lve In 
those is But I never aid find out the stil 























Ihave always been interestedin community 
aifairs and some of the projects | nave be 
Involvedn aro the 4H mul projct el, Town 
‘and County tir board, recreation board, and 
have Taught Sunday Senool Ive Boon inter. 
tested i sports anc am stl playing softball wits 
the Lockhart Ladies Tt wouldnt be fatto men 
tion the team without giving thanks to Sam Wet 
261 our falthful coach, for years. I.don" know 
how Edna put up wih al 

Ellwood andi have twosons, David Gordon, 
bom July 24.1980, a Bentiey end Brian Lee 
‘orn in Bentiey December 21, 1962. Davids 
very Keen on sports and has represented his 
choo, noth regionally an provinetlly.in ong 
stance running. Even after graduating from 
choo). he has continued ta partepate mths 
Sport He has run in the Red Oeor Advocate 
oad Race and in the Banff to Jaspor Relay 
Races in 1980 and. Davigworksforinter Cty 
Gas north of Lesievilo as a battery operator 
‘On September 73, 1960, he married hi high 
school sweetheart, Holly Yousph, ana they ive 
in the Bentley eistrict Now we are vey proud 
1961 Travis snow the ith generation, making 
iy grandmother, Helen Mason, @ great-great 
grancmotner 

firian es always been interested ia an- 
tiques and old vehicles ang has fe-done an ols 
5250 hal-ton track. He hopes to vestore two 
‘Older care, Aller graduation, Sian attended 
ids Caltoge to take an Alberta Wheat Poot as- 
Sista manager’ course, After raining at Two 
Hits, no's presently working for Alberta Wheat 

‘lage coming otis community Ihave seen 
enanges to both town an county. The village 
iteeithas catainy grown, lean remember 
ing into town and thinking, "Geo, there ator 
‘many in own today.” Then afer geting used 
{oliving ina emaler town and seeing rabably 
the same number of ears. thinking “I wonder 
‘shat everyone fs doing in town?” My mother 
{aw some further changes for as a teonager 
She used to work forthe Ceol Suggett ang A 

Bentley has been @ good community in 
which to lve and raise out family. We are not 
‘considered “Tra Blazers" nor wil we have the 
(reat stoves that our tue pioneers had tel of 
fhe terribe hardships, struggles and hp 
nesses they experienced while opening ur 
Tand: neighors helping others, with noting but 




















ndsip to offer in return; and of the great 
human interest stories | never ire of nearing 
Set wil we fol ur grandehidren? We've ac 
{ rtsivaly ea in eomparizon This la One 
‘reason why ! love these Historial Books are 
orea, and Torus to have the opportunity to say 


ANDERSON, GORDON AND JULIA 

Julia Avina Jonson wes born April 26 
{914 the thd chia of Olger and Minnie on 
on. She was barn athome wth midwives Mot 
ta Solberg and Sopnie Haarstadattencing, 
obneon arm where Gus Johnson present 
ives. in those early days, Norwegian was 
spoken at Nome and unt she states schoo! at 
Seven years of age, sho did not know much 
Engh 

Chilton attnat ime hada vrietyofchores 
land osd seasonal jobs to help with During 
haying season thy walked back and orthinthe 
hay facke {0 pack the hay down as t was ro 
‘moved from the flee and pltcned into the 
the waking and packing ofthe hay contin ved 
‘The garden was animparint chore the ciaren 
helped with, On one occasion, there wes acolo 
bration in Bent ana the Solberg ehliaven hag 


n 


to help with the garcen weeding before they 
ould go nto te celebration. Thay must have 
been eager 10 get thei weeds pulled and join in 
the fun Because in thor sagornoss to get thejob 
done. they were less than eeloctve and their 
pickings includes tomato plants as well as 

Most ofthe surounding community went 
{nd ap shooting hat was naan connection 
Dresont ball diamond is loceted 

‘Stlurday was designated Scrub Day~ The 
younger children ware. responsible for the 
leaning ofthe eras each rung individ. 
fang the stove and fol, whi the older ones 
Scrubbedtne lors ft wae not eomman to have 
‘wooden, sometimes ote, The Saturday scrub 
bing began right after breaklat and later on, 
wen cleaning and dinner were completed, the 
‘dren nad 8 bath In the wash tub. 

‘On Sunday morning the family went to 
Grace Lutheran church fo servess."In winter 
they traveled by bobsled or cutter and in the 
Summer by democrat lumber wagon or bugay 
‘nly Sunday School Many times when the 
tnldren got to Sunday Schoo, twas cool soa 
fre was It in the wood stove ang the eniléren 















carly days, both for work and pleasure. Every 
‘Sunday the family would go eling inte de 
mocral or luber wagon. my was breaing 
‘Thosones, groon horeee woulsometimes get 
‘of uncertainty to 3 journey. On ane occasion, 
Rome late at right wit Ie eitren ying nthe 
Back of the democrat, wrapped in quits and 
probably asloep, they came toa very sto 
With @ Bridge snd a curve in the road at the 
bottom. Somehow the tongue on the democrat 
fol! down ae they were going down the hl and 
Oiger quickly jumped out. grabbed the wheel 
nd turned it 19 prevent them going down the 
Steep barks into the eresk 

Horses were allhpurposo animals. One 
owned! by the family was called ‘Queenie’ and 
Hedley ana the democrat was palo 












































ria. When they got to Noacley, she was entered 
sho dan do very walla! te second task twa 
fon this tp that Julia Johnson fst tasted Sted 








ies and strawberise, Her tst impression of 
Inner toon year, horses also provided the 
‘Sunday entertainment forthe communty youth 














Teenagers would get together on their horses, 





many tes Julia coaxedthat hareetorun alte 





‘Oiger Johnson was somewhat of a horse 

‘The Jonnson family, Jul inclvded, at 
tended Stephenson schaol Irom grades one to 
nine and usually walked. Alter tnvshing grade 

































fine, Julia stayed with her sister and her 
rotherintaw, Gertrude and Joon Erickson 
and took her grade ten ang eleven In Bentley 
ity all tha neighbors gathered atthe home of the 
‘Suppe" = Woman's Soup - made of $490, raisins, 
ako and walles, This traciton of celebrating 
ary 27, 1914, the second youngest child of Ar 
ome west of Bentley. In the early years, Gor 
‘selves amused by riding horseback, playing 
‘Sunset Hill school. where one teacher 
taught al grades. was located one hall mie 
‘orth ofthe Anderson rm andiswhere Gordon 
[tended school forthe fat eight your. Beside 
Payment being 156 a day" signty mare a win 
‘itis included getting to school early enough 
fo stoke up the fie and, hopefully, warm the 
building betore clasemates arrived, dusting in 
ne morning and sweeping floors at night 
Sometimes the students would get $500 for 
inele months work. The pay seems lw but st 
town were 236. The children seldom went 10 
The schoo! was a fundamental part ofthe 


















community Atthe yea'send, thro wasapicnic 
held at Gull or Syvan Cake, with families av 
Ing by team andwagon, One of thenighightof 
thdren presented for the community. They 
provided ne entetalnment, consisting song 
Solos and groves plays and pantomimes 
{Gordon's pat in one ofthese concerts as to 
Sing “Swanse River” a6 solo. He was dressad 
for the part wit face and pands blackened by 
rubbing with burt cork. Miss Connors, one of 
jot concer. She gave each of her students, 
‘sometimes as many ae forty agit Prot tothe 
‘concert some of the children canvassed the 
“ommunty fr Gonations, which sometimes Io 
{alld thirty or forty dolare, ane this wasusesto 
Duy Christmas rats, Apps, oranges, peanuts 
fang Christmas candy were bought or tewnole 
box socials, where pics and brighly dacoratod 
Boxee would be auetoned. ‘The Buyer would 

Far grade nine, Gordon attended Stephen 
son schoal ang rade ther on horseback. After 
Grade nine enol ap with ie ay 
help his fathor feed thopigsofwhich there wore 
many. Ta.do this, had to cary four S-galon 
pals of feed - ane in each hand and 8w9 on & 
Yoke balanced across his shoulers 

(On Apri 19. 1983, Gordon and Jola wore 
marred in tho Prasbyterian manson Rea Deer 
‘Thor first home wa 8 16°20" bung located 
‘on the A. Anderson farm, away rom the mai 
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trimmed and planed. He also made the stove 
from ten gallon ol drum. Their home was 
thigeen were born whi they Ivad In this 

Ih 1947, Arve Niemela and Don Mizner 
bull's new house forthe Anderson family nthe 
Same yardac Ad's house, They moved tothe 
house jut shorly before Stanley was born ans 
mMay, 1956, some years after Gardon'sparonts, 








had passed away, they movedintothebig house 
chased the house Gary and Linda Peterson and 
thatr family had been living in and moved i to 
‘hit frm, With renovations and ations ths 
house should bo completed by the endot T98t 

Over the years, Gordon and Julia bore and 
Diets, marages and familie follows 








ANDERSON, GORDON & JULIA 


1. Clarence Mylan marnicg 
bom Sept 97,1989 Oct 27, 1960 
in Bentoy Rimbey United Charen 
eniaren 


bom Feb, 22,1953 Maren 18, 1972 
in Rocky Wt House Rimbey United Church 
Conlaren: Wendy Anne Newman born June 24, 1972 


Sanne Linda born Oct 1.1075 





2. Karen Gall Newman 
bom Jan. 3, 1088 
in fed Door 

Conlaren: Tanya Gail Cross 


married 
Fimbey Lutheran Church 
August 1875, 


3. Della Ruby Anderson 
om Deo. 12.1061 


. Dennis Laverne married 
om Nov. 25.1904 May 20, 1068 


‘Shireen Denise - March 1, 1968 
Kimberley Rae ~ Dec. 23,1972 
‘lay Julia = Sept 17, 1978 


Eptcopalian-Tebvan, tan 


Ronald James 
bom Maz 25,1996 


married 
Nov. 19,1968 
Fort St dohn, 8. 
(oct 13, 1980- Grande Prarie 
Fort St John 


children: Graham Hersch 
honda Lee «June 8, 1663 





‘Timothy Gordon Nev. 8, 1967 "Fort St John 

4. Elwood Oliver married 
born Aug. 3, 1906 Get. 23, 1958 
in Bentley Presbyterian 


born dune 16, 1982 
In Calgary 


ith Anne Kemmis 
‘bom Jan. 7, 1063, 


Randoiph Cross 


CChestteld, England 


Sandra Mell Neighbor 
bor Apr. 30, 1940 
Eémenton 


bom Feb. 1981 








1 David Gordon married Sept. 13, 1980 
bom July 26, 1960 Unites Church 
inital 
Children: Travis Davis - March 9, 198 
2, Bran Lee 
born Doe. 21, 1962 
 Glengs Nay married 
bom July 30, 942 Get'27, 1963 
Triny Unites Lutheran 


Cchitsre: Shelay Loree - November 2, 1969 - Edmonton 
Vincent Lome October 22, 1986 - Eamonton 

sina Maye - March 23, 970 - Edmonton 

Nathan Gordon - August 25, 1972 New Westminster, 8.0. 





in Lacombe Bentey Unites 
Cchleren: Juanita rene - Maren 1, 1968, 
Patrick lian - August 2, 1968 - died Nov, 10,1974 
Gordon Willam = January 1.1974 
Kelly Leo October 2, 1975, 
9. Norman Arnold married 
om Jan 2.1952 Sept, 1972 
Cacombe Fed Deer 


CGhildron: Brant Wiliam - September, 20, 1972 
Troy Gordon - June 17,1974 
Trisha Julia = March 28, 1978 


Allan Douglas maried 








In Lacombe United Churen Bentiey 
children: Angela Jean - February 3, 1974 - Lacombe 
Clayton Jay'= May 28, 1978 - Lacombe 

bom Sept 1, 1956 

acombe 
Chewy Lynn martes 

Bom Oct 11,1957 May 16, 1981 

Uncombe utheran Chureh Botley 





boen Dee. 23, 1859 
Thee Hie 


John Lome Kangas 
jbom Oct 1, 1880 


Jeane rene Blanchard 
born June 19, 1837 


Valerie Loraine Patapott 
‘bam Sept 2, 1062 
Grands Praine 


Debbie Ann Bosal 
born June 2, 1956 


Eldon S. tad 
bom Nov." 1957 





ANDERSON, JACK AND HELEN 
iy Helan Anderson 

Lack Anderson and Helen Leet, om Sy 
van Lake, were married Jy, 1957 ndmovedto 
the lan ak ha bought 97958, rom Nowman 
‘Thompson. Jack spent the tsi four wit 
working onthe oll igs, which were Inthe aaa. 

“Theirfrs child, Debra, wastom November 
10,1958, Toe othe enloren, Barbara- August 
13, 1961: Faye ~ August 21. 1965 and Trent 
January 31,1971 were added to tho family and 
the children al went o schoo! In Benny, Dod 
wont to college in Regina to tran for a Dental 
Nurse and is presently working fora dentist in 
‘Red Deer. Barbs going to colepoin Oldsandis, 
faking Fashion Wechanizing Tech. Faye fs (9 
fade 10 and Trent in grade 5, both going 10 
Bentley. The ohisren are very athete 

"The family enjoy being together, the gis 
liking to come back to the fam after ]@ week In 
‘hei, Holen enjoys sewing and alsodoesalot 
fof garden and yard work Jack enjoys doing 
farm work and has a herd of cattle 





ANDERSON, JOHN HENRY | 
y Glaays Calkins 

John Henry Anderson wasborn January 25, 
1883 in Kindred, North Dakota. Ho was one of 
seven children born to Gar and Eva Anderson of 
NNortn Dakota His parents originally came rom 
Sweden, He came to the Camrose area about 
1803, working in coal mines and 00d jobs, ng 
Deck to North Dakota inte slack season make 
Ing enough money to prove on his homestead 
He applied for his homestead near Round 
‘bens on February 28, 1906, receiving the 
file December 2.1908, 

Jot "a8 a’ steam engineer, working on 
threting rigeanabreakingland Hehadsovers) 
steam tnteshing outs 

THe was crack shot inhis earlier years and 
loved to fan ane hunt. | remember mare than 
‘one magpie ne shat from the kitohen Gor He 
‘worked very hard 

Gn December 16, 1914 he marced Mabe 
Roselle Pederson of Bentley, Alberta. Sho was 
orn in South Dakota, May 8, 1895, moving to 
Alberta in August 1912 with her parent, Goe 
fand Emme Pederson, two sisters Care an 183 
fang brother Eimer: aleo her Grandparents Eo 
{er and Ragnila Bergo. The Bergo’s eam from 
Norway when Emma was five yeare old, They 

Durie inthe Vig Comerery. 











John and Mabel ive on the homestead at 
Round unt duly 1918 when they moved to 
the Forshee area 12 miles north-west of Bet 
ley. on the NW, 26-t1-2-5th, where they 
farmed unt retiring in Bentey Apel 1945, 

“They had five daughters Gladys bora et 
FRoundhil, January 20,1917; Ruby bor at Ber- 
Hey December 14, 1918: Eva, born June 26, 
1821 (Se passed away August 24,1828 from 
spinal meningitis Twins, Dors ang Doraborn 
‘uly 47 1928, 

(Gidys marsod Elmer Calkins in Lacombe, 
December 10. 1936, moving to Bentley whore 
thay sil reside. They have thee girs, Donna, 

net and Gal 

Ruby mariae Oliver Hicks December 16 
1999 ving onthe Ben Hicks farm unt nor pas 
Ing away Septomber 29, 1084 when her dau 
terdanet wa born. Janel was rlsee by Gladys 
find elmor Calkins, 

Doris matried Thomas Bourke Tackaberty 
of Grmanaw, Alberta, danuary 9, 1948, They 
have one son John and lie n Grimshaw. 

‘Dora married Gon MacLean, October 12, 
1951. They neve one daughter Janice. Dora re 
sides in Calgary 

In about 1925-26 Jonn had a sawmill an his 











































farm where people fom the surrounding aroa 
brought ogeta be made intolumber He algo dis 
custom threshing for years. going as far as 
Fimboy. These were busy but enjoyable years. 

In Maren 1957, Mabel hac stroke and was 
hospitalized for some timo. As they could not 
manage alone they eI their ouse andmoved 
inte suite In their daughter and son-tlaw's 
house Gladys and Elmer Calkins. 
1963, tthe age of 80 years. Hehac Parkinsons 
dense fr sixteon years and was an invalid the 
fas few ite 

In 1065 Gladys and Elmer sole thar nose 
and schoo! bus business, moving into @ new 
house onthe southside oftown Mabe bought 
house of her own and stil os des tere alone 
‘She looks after her garden and has many scrap 
books as a hobby, She iss years das of May 
21081 












ANDERSON, WILFRED AND FAMILY 

iy Wied Angerson 

| was born ip Sault Se. Marie, Michiga, oF 

Lock City. a8 it was aso called inne County of 

Chippewa, USA, on January 25, 1911.1 wos 
{the dest son in family of sx cilgen born 





Jn Andon and, Mabel, and augers 
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James Richard and Margaret May Anderson, 
‘who were residents of Lack City, 

wae known as Lack City because it con= 
trod al the ost tac rom Port Arn, now 
known a8 Thunder Bay, atthe west end of Lake 
‘Superior, going through the canal system there. 
‘The lock sections wore long enough to hold 
‘cean going vessels. They were equipped with 
{alos at etch en in ororto change the evel of 
to another, allowing them to proceed through 
the SL Marys River into Lake Huron, and $0 
"hough the waterways tothe Atlant. 

In 3918, we moved to Thessalon, Ontario, 
winere my father worked as ea filer ané ri 
“aright ina semi for a shor dime 

That fal aftr the Armistice was signed. 
‘age was "Go West youngman, go West” sone 
iat for Tyvan, Saskatchewan. and worked 
through harvet, then sent forthe rest of the 
fami 

Wie lived in Tyvan for approximately 18 ye 
ars, hen moved to Regina, end fom there to 
Calgary in 192 

My dad nad always wanted totam, and so 
‘Albert He was planning to laste the family a 
Calgary, build mouse, clear land, and so on, 
Detore moving the famiy to Breton, 

Mother refused tbeletalone withthe fm 
ayany more, 20 tha night before he was to leave 
for Breton, Mother packed her sultease and 
‘wont back ip Regina, whara she gotajob cook 
ing on_a bridge construction ‘gang for the 
‘ovemment 

‘As Dad could not take care ofthe amily ana 
‘ter four months the family bacame wards of 
Welfare as na one had pal any maney for our 
keep, When Mother eard this she came back 
Calgary and Young a home for us in a mall 
hamlet bythe name a Frankburg. en miles ost 
Of High River. Here I finished school and atthe 
[496 of 17 decided to got aut on my own. 'gota 
Jab on the same constauction crew where 
Mother was cooking, 

‘Aor two years on bridge construction | 
‘cameo Calgary ang drove agus tuck oraman 
by the name of Perey Preston. 

“The following yoar | went 0 work forthe 
‘Arctic Ol Company, waich was a bulk oll and 
Servos station! worked there forfour years and 
uring the lat year mot Stina Vig (her malon 




















ame) and we were married on July 25, 1823, in 
Calgary 

‘Stina was born on October 26,1910, 0 0s 
‘car and Mollie Vig. at her farm home. Sho was 
‘educated at the Siophenson Seno! 

When we wore marred, Stina had three 
chilren by previous mariage These wer, 
Foye Anderson, who lives in Calgary and at 
preaont is an aceountant for an of company 
Famona, who ie married to Ed Langmuir Be 
land. Aucrey: Anderson, who passed sway in 
1998. 

in the Fall of 1989 we decided to move to 
homestead, but witn water conditions the way 
‘they were, na wells and just dug aus 1 catch 
Taina: benides lack of funds: we. cecided 

Tent to work for a farmer by the name of 
‘art Carter, Stina and fart stayed eth them in 
‘er ouee. Wages wore a that time one dali 
Stina and chidren int their home, and rested 
‘ham as ther own family, Thanks te such people 
aot be put into words 

‘We came back lo Bently i the Spring of 
1904 and settled on brother Cliford igs arm, 

ugh a ow cows chickens ang pigs ane 
stayed there until 1939. During that time 
Llnwrence Anderson was born on June 9, 1838, 
and Lorraine Anderson was born on October 27, 
4007, 

th 194 joiped the army. The chilren and 
Stina stayed on Cifras acount thewar was 
ver and | retumed home in October. 1946 

in 1987 we bought Emil u's fm, which 
had been homestead by Lave Bjornson, the 
NE 16-40-24, 5th 

We hag one move chil who was born May 
29,1949, He was James Anderson, better known 
sem, 

Floyd and Ramona tok all thei chooing 
1 Stoprenson School. Lorraine and vim wont 
par time to Stephenson, and nen the bus ys> 
fom came in, they want to Botley Schoo| 

Cewrence married Charlete Spears. He i 
row working forthe County af Lacombe as oad 
Imaintenanes man at Eokvile 

Lorraine married Bill Stevenson, She snow 
the Administrator fr the Village of Boney, 

sim married Lee Suggett ana's working for 


























the Alberta Wheat Pool as a Public Relations 
‘man, They lve in Verriion, 

‘tina and I ivedon the farm unt 7973, then 
sold to Barry Woods and nought @ house 
Bentley from Mr Wyborg, We pals $2,000.00 
for tat he time, which was considered a high 
price We are now relied end enjoying ita the 





ANGLICAN CHURCH 
by Dorothy Hopkins 

St. Mary’s Anglican church was founded 
anuary 10, 1910 and was dedicated June 2501 
that seme year. | understand It was never 
‘consecrated which meant was never ently 
ut of cabt 

“The church was stusted a the south-east 
‘corner of what is now 47th street and oth 
‘venue in the village, where Salma Bergeson 

The first Rector wes Rev. James 
Watt-Thompson, who was Rete from 1911-13 
land ha was under the supervision of Rev. AJ 
Petetone of Lacombe. 

‘After th fret years, the church was served 
‘trom st Cyprians church in Lacombe an | am 
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40 know that my two oldest boys were 
‘cheataned there in 1931 


ATTEMA FAMILY, PIETER 
By Ws. Stlta 


Pieter Attema was bom May 14, 1928 in 
Doesburg, Holland, Jtske Talsma was born 
Getover 1, 1925 In Oudkerk, Holand and they 
wera macrad Apri 12, 1048 in Ouolerk. 

‘ings there was no chance at that ime, due 
ta the secand world war. to et a business or 
place of ur oun in Holland we decided to 9019 
Canada. We wore sponsored by Clarence and 
Minnie Talsma, my uncle and aunt. Wo sited 
‘om Rotterdam May 7, 1988 arrived in Quaboc 
City May 18th and at the uncle's farm on the 
Pane 

“itera wesk there, Pte started working 
tor Herold and lea Peterson, 2miles west nd 
mile south of Bantiey 

During our sty tthe Peterson's, Frank was 
barn, laren 20, 949 and Albert May 27,1950, 
Won Albert was born we barely made to the 
hospital in time as the ear was in the garage in 
Bentley and Pete couldn't indhis shoes, Herold 
tame fo the rescuo and volunteered to take me 
fo the hospital The rosd west of Bentley was 
fcroes the field, We lost the Wack so Herold 
had to cut the fence In order to get back on 
the road. The tip was lnished safely and just 

Tn 1951 Pieter started working for Ken 
Henderson, 1 mile east of Lacombe, and we 
lived in a double garage for 4 months until the 
houte which Mi. Henderson had on another 
farm cours be moved and we couldtake posses 
‘lon. Our daughter Theresa was born there Jan 

in ApH 1953, Pete, together with A. Klop 
‘ra, bought the trucking business from Klaas 
Selamons of Bentiey. We moved o a house on 
the Max Moore farm but only stayed there 2 
‘onthe and then moved to Bentiy, where we 
lived in several nousos befor buying one 

in 1954 Pate bought. Klopstrars intrest 
the trucking business. Doing the Boney day 
Ing, hauling coal_and grain and driving the 
schoo! bus twice aday was vry hectic at times 

"ine family erence to sik with th Dith of 
‘Alttad on January 27, 1958, Ena, October 24 
155; Dorothy, January 8, 7958: end Petr, May 
17 1962. By that time we hed bought a house, 
ana acquires new track and a good car. 








It was almost to0 good to be true and we 
were thaniful for and Repay together, but 0 
‘June 28,1968, everything changoa. Potlost his 
if in a truck aceident an No.2 highway near 
Carstalrs and 17-year-old David MeGrogor was 

Te seemed our life almost fell apart at tat 
‘ime. In #985 we 01d the ols house, which me 
‘tured 20 * 20 nd was getting to smal for our 
family 20 we Bult anew house on 50th Avenue 
and moved in lat Soptombor 1965, 

July 8, 1868 | wae marins to John Stole. 
dain farmer, 20 we moved to his farm 5 males 
‘sas and 4s miles south of Bentley 

(October 31, we faced. another tragedy. 
‘trod, who was 17 years of age, lost nis ie 
through a Hallowe'en prank on a country road 

“wo years later, John had to quit farming 
de to arnt, 20 we moved to Bertey again 
Son's youngest son stayed on the farm and 
imaried in 1974 He stil miking cows. 
Donna tay Reedfrom Lacombe andthey nave 
fis, Jonniter, Krista an Lisa. Frank 9 chat 
{ered accountant n led Deer. Albert sa sales 
‘man for Beaver Plastics in Edmonton and stil 
Slgle, Theresa e married to Rol Helbig. They 
Tie in Mlaslrauga, Ontario and have no child 
‘en. Rlfisacansutantin Toronto. Esai io Red 
[Beer and coos secretarial work Dorothy sma 
Fee to Jack Magtogal of Stony Pain. They now 











lve in Edmonton and have a daughter, Chery 
‘Jacki a heavy-duty mechanic and welder. Pe 
isis nating fore tamer ran Lacombe 


AUSTIN, 


Mr and Mre, Orley Austin and family. Win 
itr and Chester, ved fr some year in the 
Rainy Creek district on SE 20-30--5, now 
‘owned by Ronsle Nelson. Theil along te ast 
Side etl known by local resicents athe Aus 
{inl Mrs, Austin taught the Cari Schoo! for 

They hed a sale in December 1925 and 
o distr make their hme in BC 








aAILUE, 





WILLIAM (GILL) AND HARRIET 
By Mabel Spychor 

This pioneer couple came wost to the 
Bentiy ares about 7905, Bil came to Cana 
from stale, where he owned and manages 
banana planation. and Harriet was orginally 
trom ngiana. They met n Ontario anatogetner 
‘walled west alongwith nersmall daughter, ty 
Blanche Whitaker 

They settled on the "Sullivan Place” ast 
was known then an | understand ths ie the 
farm now owned by FredVert. "Grandpa Balle 
Aico owned some land that was Tater sold "0 
Orion Pike 
Lundberg arm, which snow occupied by Philip. 
yor ang ths was taba their name unt 1928, 
He died that year inthe Bently hoseta which 
at that tims was on th main street ofthe vilage 
land is now awed by the Malloy family 

A daughter, Gwendotine, was bornin Maren 
1917 and bot air daughters atencea Sunset 
Sehoa! and I ean remember my mother, iy 
talking about her schoo! daye and one of her 
teachers Me Robinson 

Many colorful stories nave been tos about 
‘01d Bil” Bale and know forsurathat he was 
maker af moonshine, but since | was ony 2 
Years old when he died donot remem him 
tng theretore cannot truthfully relate any 
Stories about him. I would imagine there are & 
few old tis stil around that would remember 

Alter my grandfather's eeath, my 
grandmother moved around quite bt. keeping 
house for various poopie. emomber she Kept 
house for several years for a Mr. Cheseor, who 
lived at Lacombe on te property which is nw 
accupied by the Bee! Unit of the Lacombe 
Research Station, and, inedestally, whoro my 
youngest Brather, Darel Neal, nd hs family 

Eventually, Grandma moved to Ontario, 























‘were she met and marsed a gentleman by the 
‘name of Harry Snowdon and they ved in 
Hamiton, Ontario, for tow years. He paseed 
‘away inthe 1950 and she went to Toronto to 
tive wth Ror daughter, Gen, who had married 
George Cleveland of the Momingsige district. 
‘nen ne enlisted and was stationed st Camp 
Borden’ Gwen and ther children moved east 
50 thay could be together as much as was 
possible n those days. Goorge served overseas 
tn North Ariea and on his return home, they 
{oted in Soarborough ~8 suburb of Toronto, 
Gran lived with thom unt her passing in 
fee 

Uncle George sulfered a stroke and was 
bedridden for some time betore is death in the 
late 19608, Aunt Gwen and her youngest son 
fang his family now lve In Marka, Ontario, 
fang ail her other enlaren ae in the Toronto 

Ivy afew up and worked on the homestead, 
sometimes taking the piace ofa hired man, 38 
‘nas 0 often the practise Inthe early cay, ard 
‘worked ae 2 hired gil for neighbors, even 
‘getting as far aay from homa as tawork or the 
Henry Peterson family i the Rainy Crook aroa 

Th the meantime, she was corresponding 
witha young man by the name of John Nes, 
through the Maple Leat Club, Me had come to 
Cenaas trom Liverpo0), England to his uncle's 
place in Saskatchewan After working here fora 
‘onile he went to Cranbrook, B.S. and wes 
‘employed by tha C.P-A. and then moved to 
Letnbeidge and worked for Dutch family in 
irtigaion farming. In 1025 he made his way to 
Bentley and finaly mot vy Balle, wthwhom he 
had been corresponding Yor sme time 

In 1926 they wore married and went to work 
{or the ate Walter Ridle ang eventually worked 
for Pil and Marjorie Matthews of the Chapel 
istrict, north of Bentley. Inthe eary 1820'sthey 
‘moved to Lacombe ang for many yars worked 
{or the Hongereon brothers in the Lakeside 




















During the years 1940-1045 my Dad served 
inthearmy asacook twas during hstime hat 
Mother took seriously land, after a tengthy 
Iiness, passed amay Io Esmonton on August 
4945 at the age o fry 

‘ater rcelving Ni discharge, Father came 
home to work at various occupations forthe 
‘ext few years. He ran a bakeshop for awhile; 
fan the note coffee shop when the lato Joe and 
Evelyn Morrisroe owned the nate and was a0 
bookkeeper and frontend man for Lawrence 
Greil and Elmer Calkin when they owned the 
former garage, where Bentay Agencies is now 
located. He also drove a schoo! bus and aid the 
bookkeeping for eightoon years for Eimer Cal 
king, when Elmer owned and operated the 

Father also serve as secretary of the local 
branch ofthe Royal Canadian Legion fr fitoon 
Years and from 19690 1870 was teadministra 
{orf the Bentley Municipal Hospital, 2/00 ho 
thoroughiy enjoyed unti nig eirment He now 
resises in tho Senior Citizen's Lodge in Lac 
tcombe, shore ne enjoys reasonably 9000 
Feath and is able to travel oceasioralyto vst 
relative and frends in more distant places, 

‘Aza family, thoreweresovenofusas wells 
an adopted brother, Haro, who died on active 
Service in February, 1965, while serving 3 8 
Flight Sorgeant (@cr) in the RCAF. over 
Germany 

‘Our family, trom the eldest othe youngest. 
lsmace up of Mabel - married 10 Chris Spychor 
fnd ving the Bony aoe; Joan -maried to 
BBonald Dickau and aio ving a Bentley. Gwen 

marred to Mike S2oks (formerly of Bentley) 
land now living st Revostoko, B.C. Daizie-@ 
tnidow and raiding in Ottawa, Ontario; Howard 
married to Jean Sinclar rom Cochrane, A 

berta and now ling in Calgary: Shirley = mar 
fied to Tony Szoke (formerly of Benlley) and 
how living et Rocky Mountain House, Alber 
Darrel maried to Loraine Szmacir2of Teall 
BBC. and living at Lacombe. 

“There are twenty-siegrandchiléren and 
thineen great grandchiéren as well as 5 stop~ 
frandehildren and sep great grandehil 











BALOG FAMILY. JOHN 
‘By June Novis 
‘Canada needed immigrants and promised 
to be the "land of epparlulty far everyone” 
with an abundance o obs just waling for those 





who would work and wanted to make their 
fortunes. With & lack of land availaole to the 


‘young people coming upand few jobe avaiable, 
Ih not 90 to Canada and make your fortune? 
‘Jotin James Balog, born in 1899 the son of & 
brie layer, having two Brothers and one sister. 
Who fl there wae iti opportunity for hi In 
Fis naive Hungary, came fo Canada atthe age 
512, leeving behind him, Irene, his wife of 8 
Years and twa young daughters. Attor 
“barking rom ta ship in June 1927 tnt took 2 
tweaks to. make the tp and having landed in 
{Quebeo, ne nad 1o eroes Caneda alone by tain, 
fot knowing a ward of English or having a 
tiiend in the Worle”, He came as far west = 
Calgary. working along the way, as were many 
‘ther immigrants at that time 

‘Ate helping with narvestin theHannaaree 
hotelthe nag enough ta send or hw rene 
fn'7 year 01d Rosiaand3 yoar old Mary. Henad 
ben aeparated from them fora year ene and 
the girls fandea in Antwerp in August of 1828 
find came ta Lacombe by Wain where they were 
met by the Bentiey lumber yard manager as 
frrangod by Joh, Jona had a omestoad north 
of Gul Lake, where they ved fora few months 
The women ore lt a home a preparer the 
coming winter, while the men, some ef them 
ffeveling around together to fing work, tied 
(et the finances inorder 

“The family moved to Bowden for 2 yeas, 
where again Jonn ais brushing and helped with 
arvest 1 1929, Jon was able fo buy his st 
far, @ model “T" touring ear that was enclosed 
only by canvas. A great achievement! In 1881 
they again moved and eattea in Calgary. That 
Year a third gir, Emme, was bom. Wong ran a 
Boarding house, where as many as 1Sor 1emen 
who wore on rie, would pay a25 cent token 
er nignt for thelr bed. Tho tokens were 
teallactes by Ine and cashed in at City Hall 
Irene was able to save up enough money rom 
‘he tokens to help make the down payment on & 
Socond cain 9.81827 "Whippet whieh was 
Comaletelyenciosee! Wniain Caigary Jonna ala 
fmasonty and briek work, the trade he had 
Tearned in the "Old Country” fom his father. 
Biter 2 years in Calgary thy again moved and 
Sted nthe Boyle Diet. This move was no 
essary because, with the Depression, thore 
‘ras no more work avaiable in the city. They 
wera again foreigners n'a new area, as most 
the area wore of Scandinavian descent and had 
‘come fo the area much eae, (1902 so), and 





























they weromuch moresetted. There werenames 
Hike Anderson, Brattourg, Carlson. 
(Christianson, Haarstad, Hilstad, Johanson, 
Paterson, Skjonsborg, Seibor, Vig. and Wyatt 
‘They hag mage up their minds to learn the 
Engishlanquagethough, and by Istening tothe 
rao, trying t0 talk to neighbors, and by 
insisting that he efron use English st home, 
they were abe to make now trends once more 
Brewster tutor her In he language! The oldest 
‘aughier, Rosie, had not been able to start 
School unt theage of as shenadto attend one 
Year of school fo learn the English language, 
Before being sdmited to school. One more 
‘obstacle, overcamel One again, John was 
Gearing land and helping others with hale 
harvest. They lost thir"Whippet” caren ty 
had to choose between spenging $40 for hoc 
payment or spending it on groceries for the 
tninter. They chove groceries 
‘After ving in pumorous houses offered 

thom tre of rant inthe Boyle and Rainy Crook 
districts at which time the 2olsest girs ehutieg 
Back and forth between the Boyle ang Carrtt 
Schools depending on their present locaton) 
thoy were abioto Buy the Tat fam 180, ad 
wore able to Bulle thoi own nouse was site 
led on a quarter section of what had been 
C.PA. land, miles west and eile south ofthe 
prosent Rainy Creek Center. There they startea 
breaking their own lan. They had a plow, il 
narrows, mower binder and wagon, and team 
of norees. Much bartering and loaning of bath 
‘sauipment and manual labor, waa both help 
land necessary to Keep both the family end sur 
rounding neighbors going. A boy. Albert, was 
bom ta the family in 197. For lings they 
had a 20" 24" lumber house, a og barn with 3 
straw roof, an ice house, 8 chicken coop, & 
Emoke house, and a pump house, ane needless 
tosay the olouthouse” all bultwitin2 year, 
Water was mauled trom Syivan Lake I fo or 
thee wooden barels (no lids $0 8 Tot was 
splashed out along the way) on & wagon oF 
Stone boat pulled by the team Livestock In 
eluded goose, turkeys, and chickens as wel as 
4 esd of cate (8 milking cows and their 
tales) ana some pigs. The cattle were herded 
Sutto grazein themornings anébrought ack in 
At night by the gr: Ropetuly they couta fing 
them and gel them back home Bore got dark! 
Since there were no fences, sometimes this 
posed a problem. They aig have their own gar- 
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{en and dis hunt rabbits and patidges But no 
ig game to add to thelr own butchered mest. 
They grew wheat, barley and green food 
When the threshing crews got together, they 
ot oly go the rlghbor and sounding 
ing event and an extravaganza of food. a5 so 
‘ut By the women fol At this time John cut 
thstlas along the roadside forthe county, to 
pay his fang taxes. (HP. Hanaon was thon the 
ounclor for ther area) 

Both ne Carri and Boyle schools con= 
big stove for eat, with ofcourse the outside 
bitty and 8 small bam fr horses, They eatered 
to children from graces 1 through 8 (not al~ 
‘raya inclusive). with an average a 20 = 2 tu 
‘ents for the 1 teacher Some of te teachers 
names were: Mr Laycock, Mr. Layton, Miss 
Helen Nilson {lator to become Mis. Farewet), 
Miss Annie Simpson and Miss Jean Simpson. 
‘Schoo! hours wre 930 - 3:90, and although 
‘most kids walked to schoo! upto 2 = 2 mils, 
Banks up 10 oir walst, ey wove very 8 
om, if eer, ae for class, Shoteuts to schoo 
through big limber. ete. were In order and of 
ten provide lots of oom for entertainment on 
the way home. Some children da ride horses 
to senool, another event bringing back many 
fond memories 1o those reesving thelr educa 
tion at that me. The Boyle school was "smile 
north and 1\mie west of the Selog farm (¢ 
ines straight west ofthe prasent Rainy Cro 
Center) The gir also tak of Wading schoo! 
work for someone elses lunch that Rad a real 
treatin. ke a Banana ora chocolate bar. Most 
Schools had softball and hockey teams (ook 
tveryone inthe school almost to play) and the 
Cart schoo! also hada. basketball team, 
Compete wih their own ‘special uriforms! 

von though there was much work to be 
one ike hauling in wood fortheright milking, 
Tecsing the ps, seeding and Marvesting, altho 
ousehols tasks and oer mona labor, the 
family was tet to 00 @ 11 ofl lone, as John 
‘worked out timbering lt of hetime, Stil hare 
ras time for entertainment ane socializing by 
Ail Practical every Sunday was spent in pc 
‘ls by the fake with tends, with big dinner 
‘onsleting” of Nomemade ice cream, marble 
take, ete, which followed the big Pot of pork 
fand beans and or fred chickens. tll afar 
noon of visitng and games usually folowed 
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Barn dances during the winter an always fo 
Towing the completion of someone's naw Barn 
with community musicians, was aways 8 great 
‘event. Skating on the lake, attr spending the 
‘greater part ofthe day clearing, was also rated 
igh onthe ist of tun things todo". Chet 
Concerts atthe school ang the shoo! pee at 
the end of the year, were aways big events that 
Involved the ene community. For the school 
plonic, eveyone fook lunch and there was 
ways more Romemade Ice-cream’ Salurasys 
wore grocary buying days. The family, often ac 
Companied by extra kids, woul load ino the 
Modet "A" Fordandheasto Sylvan Lake andthe 
‘movies! For 25 cants/adult ana 10 cents, 
Yyou could see the great actors such as Greta 
Gardo, Clark Gable, Shey Temple, Roy Rag” 
fr Hop-long Cassy, Gone Autry and many 
‘many others An extra nickel for canto” anos 
faw olgphones in the area, ona no bicyles ete 
fan evening at home was often spent stoning to 
the batery radia with Wilf Carter and other ce 
lotries — afterall the chores and work wa 
done! Themaileamethraugh times week and 
wat delivered to tne Balog mall ox smilefom 
the house. J.C. Carnt was the malman a that 
time, and he would alsa Gelvar groceries you 
ityou wore abl ta catch him blorehelettown 
(Phones were handy here!) 

Mosical emergencies were quite another 
thing! Dr Henry, anole Army doctor, could tx 
almost anything, besides pling toeth. Hehada 
2 story house in Bentey, whieh actee 28 the 
hospital. when youngest daughter Emma ello 
Shore in 1998 and Broke her wrist, ho was the 
‘one who set. 1998 was nota good year for the 
Balog famly. John aso suttrea avery badtrac- 
tor aceident when a steeLlugged tractor thet 
had been sawing wood, was tying to move & 
(granary and slipped ino reverse instead of & 
Torward gear andsmashechim backagainst tne 
franary, pullag him onto the ground running 
‘ver him again and doingstillgreaterdamagoto 
him. The nearest phone wae 2 miles away ane 
‘hon Dr. Henry was contacted he came out and 
“plinted John up and took him back to Bentley 
with him. Besides having varied and multiple 
bruises ane abrasions, among the most serious 
‘were his smashed Jaw and. hip compote 
Dullod out of place. He was not given much 
‘hance ofaurvvalDr Henry siddoamarvelus 
Job of wiring up his jaw, whon others said 
fouldnt be done, and John, being @ stubborn 

















Hungarian, was determined to got overitanabe 
‘ahs ect again. He was nasing not on ated, 
for weeks and was fea quis though a howe 
wwheto a tosthothishaa been knocked out AD. 
Hynes from Lacombe came out to see what 

s John was making, as i proved tobe 
fing, and of Jonn’s progress! Or. Henry Nad 
to send for many supplies from Edmonton to 
treat Johns condition. Home care for John 
Was another very long and painstaking ordeal 
for all concemed, Iwas © full year botore 
John could again work, but becaues he could 
na longer work on the farm, he eventually had 
to again move his family In 7982. ator being 
fn the farm only 6 year, they has an auction 
Sale and moved ito Sylvan Lake, where John 
sccidant. No unemployment or dsabilty pen- 

Tn tho meantime, the oldest daughter, 
oso, was married 19 Ronald Nelson, a farmer 
from ine Rainy Creek dtl, in 1940 and the 
second daughter, Mary, was matried to 
Domokos (Comy) Nagy in 194%, also an area 
farmer, ané 80th continued to reside in the 

Jot and rene andthe 2 youngest eiléron 
lived in Sylvan Lake Tor 8 years, whore John 
onstructeg sidewalks for the town and so 
fea. The house wes an stration that many 
people would go by, Just to see. He also bull 
Fireplaces, one of which was in the old Varaty 
Hal that nas just recently been torn down 
(Someone purchases the fireplace and moved 
Intact | He also worked on many ther houses. 
Emme finished her schooling in Syvan, 

Tn 1947, they moved to Edmonton where 
Abert, tnisned his scnooling and got married 
ohn and iene bought a litle country store 
{hilerest General Store) which wason Highway 
43, near Alberta Beach There they served a¢ 
post office, bus depot, gas station and corner 
$tore to tho local people and travellers alike 
Jon passed away n June 1963 and inthe ate 
ial rene moved back into Edmonton, where she 
Currently resides in very goodhealthina Senior 
Citizens high rie 

Rose married Ronald Erle Nolson, son of 
Me. ‘and Mrs Fred Nelson of the Rainy 
Inthe district, mixed farming, since thelr mar- 




















‘lage in 1940. TRoy had thre children: Les, 
Wino. pasted away in 1940 at ne age of 18 
4865, (alarm trom the Outlet District north 
of Bentley) where they presently rsigo with 
fied Holly Miler of the Blackfalsa dstct in 
'979, They now lve on land owned By John's 
parents on the Northshore of Sylvan Lake 

“Ihe second daughter: May. who married 
omy Nagy in 1841, as also remained inthe 
fea in the Durham District, als mixed farming, 
‘They naa 2 girs: Helen who pessed away atthe 
age of 17 in 1964; and Jul, wha marred Paul 
Fee in 1973, 2 farmer from the Stepheneon 
District west of Bentley, Thay have 2 ehilaren, 
Daren and Nikki 

Emma, tho youngest daughter, married to 
Larry E Smith of Edmonton, a enilren. 
Mark the oldest boy. now lives in ed Door The 
eldest daughter, Marisine, marries Dave 
Stephenson of the Stephenson district wost of 
Bentley, in 1978, whore thoy mixed farm They 
‘daughter, is tiso married to farmer, Ken 
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Dobos, as of 1979, of the Lockhart District 
‘west of Bemvey ana they leo have one son, 
yan. Randy, the youngest son i fil in the 
Aen wating tbe called to join the R.C MP 
Shortly. Emma's tl husband passed away in 
4976, She remartiod in 1979 to Floyé Nelson, 
ton of Mf. and Mrs, Fred Nelson of the Garett 
1 his wes passing. Now Emma ang Floyd re 
Side on a farm inthe Rainy Creck Distt 

John's on, Albert wo hadbelongedta the 
‘Ar Force Resorve for 4 years after frshing his 
chooling, worked a various jb in the ly of 
Ecmonton unt he joined the Cty of Edmonton 
Fro Department where he has served fr the 
past 18 years and presently is eorving. He 
Inartod Wendy Hervey in 1905, They ave 2 

‘ll the joys and heartaches, fears and good 
times! All the changes! Jonn Balog would bs 
proud of his descendants if he could ust ae 
them now" 





BAUMBACH FAMILY 
By Glen Baumbach 
«Jacob Baumbach was born Ove, South 
Dakota on January 26, 188. His parent, Jomn 
land Margaret Saumbacn, of German ancestory 
fmigratod to the USA’ rom the Crimea in 















shout 187. They had 12children. Margaret ied 
in 8883. He re-married in 1898 and had 9 more 
Chhlcrn. Jomnandhis second witawere killed 
S carctrain colision in Lagi California on Api 
fo. 1911 

Katherine Baumbach (Eiseman) was born 
in Bowale, North Dakota on June 26, 1890. Hor 
patents, Adam and Magdolina Eisoman em 
‘rated tothe USA. in 1886, There wore seis 
fon. Maggeling died on October 7, 7694, A 
Second mariage resulted la 2 more cnloren 
Herter, Adam Elseman, cid n Lal Calor 
sa on June 28, 1998 

‘Taco Baumbach moved to Canada in 1004 
inne Medicine Hat area, On Apri 10,1990, he 
find Katherine were marisa in. Caring, 
‘South Dakota, In August 1810 he purchased 2 
‘Quarter gection of land 2 miles north of Irvine 
(SE% Te-12-2-4) for $200.00, 

Farming in the Medicine Hat area was not 
an easy propasivon, They wore consistent 
‘red out. twas s0 ry tha hen the wird Blew 
from the SE. would whistle out of or ary 
‘nator well Theirnoarest woodsupplywasin the 
Cypress Hil which was 43-day return ip. He 
accumulated a steam engine, teshing mach 
ine and stook loader and ine early yours also 
{id some custom harvesting inthe area Inthe 
‘ry yours he used the steam engine to vatriove 
{easing from abandoned gas walls 

Im summer, 1919 Jec0b, nis 2 brothers 
and sake Heinz decided to tin greener pas 
tures, The decision was to go north un gr 
ery. gardens ang grain were abuncan 

‘shey headed out in is ld Chev car and 
upon ariving ito the Lacombe cstet decides 
thie was the pace, Purenace was immediately 
frranges for quarters olan, At $40 00an cre 
the price was foo high but at last the greener 
Pasture was found with aver eunning trough 
fora bonus. 

“They returned to southern Alberta with 
tales of the land of plenty, and a huge potato 
with them as evidence 

Inthe fal of 1919.Jacob Baumbach and nis 
brother-in-law Jake Heinz put thet families, 
estock ang equipment on the CPR. and 
headed for Lacombe. Upon arriving they wore 
Confronted with an unaffordable feign rato on 
fhe Lacombe and North Western Rallway to 
Bentley. The livestock had to walk tothe farm 
north-west of Bentley while the steam engine 
Snorted behind towing the tveshing machine 
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The SEN 5-41-15 already had alog house, alog 
‘bam and a newer bam Bult ores umber. Tis 
‘would be the naw Baumbach home. The fry 
lived in the old log house fr 6 years. Jacob 
Baumbach then bull @ eedond nome trom 
lLmber that he sawed ln a small sawn Below 
the farm, Most ofthe spruce logs for thelumbor 
‘wer felled ang mauled fom the dense stand of 
trees about Is mile west of Centeviow Schoo) 
‘The present modern farm home was erected in 
1849'by the fay. trom real lumber. An inte 
fior fie during ‘construction did oxtonsive 
{damage but the haves was refinished and oe 
plod in 1850. 

‘ake and Pauline Heine bulla house 
perched on he edge othe bankot he Bingman 
Fiver on the NE 5 5. However aller a couple 
years of farming they moved te Rimbey where 
“Take operated a silent movie picture machine 

‘Only 80 acres were under culvatin of Ne 
8 quarters so the poplar spruce and willows 
were Brushed by hand and then broken with 
horses and one plow, of somatimes with the 
Steam engine capable of pulingSpiow dations 
Infolowing yoasthe amily cleared eturner 3 
<uartors and teed them from C.F. Dann. 

“The Baumbach steam threshing out was 
used for custom threshiog for many. of the 
neighbours during the 19208. The neighbours 
tlso helped provide the crew consisting ot water 
hauler, wood hauler ted pitehers, spike 
pilehers, bundle eur, seperaior man and 
frsin haulers. Six bundle racks sficed when 
{he meenanicalstook loader was used, Eight 
bundle racks were needed Tor manual loading. 
‘The crew was from 18 1 18 men. Feeding the 
row was the responsibilty ofthe farm wife, The 
Steam threshing outit was used fr the family 
harvesting unt 895, In the latter years the na 
tive nlans from Rocky Mountain House would 
make up mostof the testing ow. Their fam 
le would tnt along the Bindman River during 
the harvest season Beaded inalan moceasine, 
Jackets and gloves wore purchased or treded 
for and proualy worn by the Baumbach 
chlgeen 

'Anintornational gas tractor put an ond to 
theusetuliteotthastoam engineanditwas sold 
to a lumber mill west of Winfied and subeo- 
quently destroyed by a forest fre which en 
hulled te lumber mil 

‘at ¢ month baby Leona died during th Ms 
epidemic in 1918, 

‘The children were veryimportantactori 

















THE FAMILY 


‘Alvina tine (Ronald) san. 31, 
Hilda Gaipeau (Herman) Now 1 
Emma Saibe (Henry) dan. 21 
Nelvin Baumbach (usona) oat 34 
Vila Richardson (Charles) Dec. 17, 
Verne Ruth (Gerson) uly 10 
‘Anne Salahub (Eewara) May 23. 
Gladys Porcher (Altres) May 23. 
Glen daumoech ec. 21 
Herbert Baumbach (Dorothy) et 28 
Doreen Baumeach Feo, 20, 
Diana Wetze! Roger) May 25 


maintaining the farm. Education avaliable at 
Duet ang Cantreview schools could only be 
taken acvantaga of ator tno navest or before 
Seeding. Arainy season also gave time formar 

Spending money was always in short 
supply inthe ploneer years; however, the gooa 
land provided th essentials Occasionally an 

rly ost Inthe Blindman Vellay might lower 
{the op grad but thar waa always good feed 
{ar the Ivestock Insta ofthe Russian thistle 
Git they were accustomed to In southern 
Alberta 

“The day to day spending money would bo 
found by seling eggs, mikt and cream. The 
thildren got tei spencing money oy collecting 
the Bovnty pas for gopher tails ansmagpie and 
rows let the gopher was a goad specimen 
you could double your income by fearing theta 
‘mpied tne income. 

32000 was active onthe farm untinis seth 
fon November 2. 1967. Katherine stil spends 
‘uch of fer time enjoying the quay of ifeen 
the farm, 





By Glen Baumbach 

In 1942 only Herbert and Gion wore attens- 
ing school By ins tine the mod of rnsport 
tion ed progresses 10. dual Clydesaale 
powered bob sleigh completa with gran box. 
Gna fine spring etemoon they were heading 
home with 3 passengers, Eleen Skee. Reg 
Snow and Jim Simon. Ruth Simon ana Edne 
Skeols rode on thelr horses along-side. Sua- 
‘nly the tongue on thesieigh dropped trom the 
horses nock yoke the crow nas been negligent 
im nooking the traces on thehorses narness 00 





1960 or last Resiaence 
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long. The horses spooked and bolted, heading 
westward on the dead run. Fortunately the 
‘leigh was gudedin the same general direction 
by the tongue banging between te two horses 
banks of plowed snow courtesy of Montalbet) 
Bros, The wild ide continuea for ot amnilefor 
Glen, the diver. who tore back on the reine 
‘wale verbally imploring the horses to whoa! 
Final n a spacial act of bravado reserved for 
times such ee these, Ruth Simon galloped her 
horse alongside the team, grabbed hola of a 
brigle and succeeded in arresting the runaway 
team. Theron-paying passengers who deserted 
the ssigh slang the rout finaly caught up he 
hoteas were properly reich, the ride home 
Continues, 





THE QLINOMAN RIVER 
By Glen Gaumback 
1s eariee mentioned, the Blingman valley 
ang especially the Binoman river were vary ap 
ing to Jaco Baumbach ator the Barren 
ising of SE. Alberts, No longer was there a 
problem in providing water for the thirty lives 
took: The rapids would remain partially open tor 
most of the winter. in very cols weather aay 
‘heck was made by someone carrying an axe to 
fensure thats drinking hole existed. Awoll worn 
tate tall nthe snow from the straw ple tothe 
‘iver mad the walk say 
centre for the famity and neighbours. There 
were two good swimming holes lust below the 
farm, he shallower swimming hole (forthe kids 
a course) had a ine sand pile along the bank 
‘Ihe “adult” eilren swam ite further own 
ver where the water was deeper. was essen 
Wal that you could dog pada or at east esa 














water hero asthe depth was over your head. It 
‘enough of he neighbours chien showed up a 
softball gamo was arranged afterwards, 

In early wintor the rer provided a long, 
Jong skating rink interrupted only by rough les 
a tho rapide. When snow covered the lee. 3 
Stating area was floadea ty enopping a hol 
the rapids and plugging the downstream si 
witn ice. A moonlight skating party complote 
‘ith onto was healthy entertainment 

‘The resh water springs on the iver pro: 
vided an ares wnere hundreds of acktsh and 
suckers" congregated in the wintertime, was 
teat spot to th for tham with nook or with 
Snare. The sh were animportantacationto the 
tin the depression years. Some fur bearing 
fanimals frequented the river or var valley 
Coyote, reba, weasel, muskrat beaver and he 
‘ccasional mink ana naager wee rapped. The 
Sollars and cents provided by the sale of the 
pelts was very valuabia spenging money, 

During the spring ice break-up, the river 
provided an awesome sight as he les toes 
meshed into each other ar adjacent banks. Pe 
Fodially the le woul am up ona ver bend 
The huge ice dam would food low areas and 
Inundate nem with ice. The ioe was hauled 
home and covered with sancust for summer 
time use (especialy ic cream). 

Having ite fear of the vver, I was great 
sport to ide down the rver on an ce lo, oF 
ross the swollen river by mopping from foe to 
fiae. after the lee let, a raft made of 109 or 
possibly raioad ties provided  sater Host, 

in autumn the Bingman river provided an 
‘excellent place to shoot the fat mallards that 
Bopped inta the rivera for a dik ator gorging 
‘themselves on local barey 

‘Memories of the river are not all nappy. 
Fred Baumbach, Jacob's brother, drowned 
when his pony apparently stumbled while 
Erossing tne ier chasing some cate Hispony 
Was found stanging on the bank and his Booy 

By the grace of God others wore spared 
sia fate. It was very common to swim your 
horse across a rain swollen sve to rerive the 
mile cows who forever crossed th rver for he 
Greener grass and then were reluctant o come 

“There were always theineuitable close cals 
woileewimmingattne deep" mole. The younger 
{teach them the proper spect fr the River. 
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BEAIRSTO, MA, & MRS. A 
Mr & Mis, A Bealato moved to Bentley 
‘om Egremant, alberta n pring of 1845 
‘Tey bought an ecreage just across the 
wack on the west side o town, 
years kept some eatle and sald milk and 
“They continuedto tive therount 1865 when 
Mr, Bealrsto passed away. Mrs. Banrsto sod 
the home and moved into the Lodge in La 
Combe where she lived fil her death in Oe 
ember 1988, 


BEDDOES, GEORGE HAND FAMILY 

George Harry Beddoes was born October 
23,1884, nea Stourbridge. Englana. Hewas the 
oldest ofa family of fv, which ware: George 
Ethel Len, Ger and. (ill. Thestrongspirt 
‘of adventure prompted him to emigre to Ca 
‘aga In 1900. The land of grest opportunities 
ead the CPR, eeverisment. The opports 
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niles wore hard 10 tnd, 28 the v0 called 
reen English ne wae not randy ed on 

Wor mes found though, inthe loging 
camps st KaneraOvtar. 

Be snays nad steam of ning fr 
tec fet td on ob ele Th 
itantobe, ne moved on, tut on reaching tere 
ho ound the beter tnd was sony taken 
rid Sarbooke, ota emigrated fo Car 
San the tame tire Gosige Se, raced 
Seu To Aber, Hern 190 hy led on ho 
rested lan George os ona NE 01 98 
103 Wot of tw Sethe Lockat stil and 
‘im and Arnold (Dis nto Medi Valoy 

fr" tine George mores anew 
heloing io bul the coment pant ter. 

inte winter of 108, mon was found at 
charts Tagging samp Tie wah» re 
wy ann gb oe and ase ane graduy 
8nd on December 17, 1913 George and the 

















former Elza Gertrude Saint were mared et 

As the valoy was sot6d anc more land was 
cared there became a noed fora way totes 
the grain. A company was formed and a steam 
driven threshing aut was purchases, George 
hac his steam engineers papers, sowashiteato 
‘un the steamer (Old Dor) it was named. 
‘Tho eoune of is whistle telling folks what was 
resding done, was ietened for with. care 
Cooks scurried, bundle Naulers worked fastor, 
Water hauler and grain wagons worked faster 
Ian urgent summons was hear trom Old Do 
rela In the years to come, George and Gert. 
ude Nad two daughters: Beryl who maried 
‘lames Lockhart Layton and Jean who married 
‘ia Hopper. 

(George end Gertrude worked nardas ial! 
pioneers at that time, slowly building @ good 
farm, purchasing more land and bulling up a 
fing herd of registered Aberdeen-Angus cate 
\wtich wore of great pride to them 

in 1953, they moves to the town of Bently. 
‘Ther garde became a special interest thom. 
Many people would stop and admire the lovely 
‘lowers, full and garden that they grew. They 
continued to ive in their ome unt 1970 when 














George was hospitalized ané ater a lengthy. 
Ins passod away January 21, 1971 

‘Gertrude continued oven her onnhome 
forfour years, then moved the Senior Citizens 
edge in imbey. She has lived theroforthe past 
‘io yas ané was 83 years ol ageNovomber 1, 
1960, 


BEDDOES, LEN AND FLORA 
By Inga Beddoes 

Len was born in the town known as Old 
‘Swinelord in the Midlands of England. At he 
‘age of seventeen ne decided he wanted adven= 
{ure and challenge so he enose to come to Can 
face, His fare was $4400 to Winnipeg, He came 
by shipto Montes and thon by rite Winnipeg, 
[eho stooson the alway platorm head $2.00 
ins pocket when farmer tapped him onthe 
shoulder and askee Ihe was toking fr work 
This was in Apri 1905. His older brother 
George had preceded him to Canada two years 
before, but by this time had come wast to Ale 
bert Len accepted the otferofajabon the frm 
fangwith one of his remaining dallare nabought 
pair of overalls, The farm was inthe Crystal 
‘ity area of Manitoba, about fourteen or iteen 
miles from the U'S border. Ho worked therefor 
{he season trom Apri toNovember and ign 90 
fa town a all uring that time, mainly Because 
he iat nave any monoy andalso because they 
‘worked 7 days a waok and his wages were 
{$60.00 for tho season, payment being made at 
that time, He dove mention, however, making & 
few trips across the tine with load of arin 
‘Those were aways made alright because he 
price was 101018 cents bushel igher down 

He naa some correspondenes rom his ou 
tin, George Pars, In England and leaned that 
his Motner had pesced sway & wesks afer his 
‘departure trom England. This message came 
‘uch later and she had died and been buries 
Tong before received the news, 

He also had mall trom his brother, George, 
landmade arrangements tomeot im in Calgary, 
‘hich be did, and also mt Tim Sambrook 
‘whom George had met on the bost from Eng. 
land andso the Sambrooke andBeddoos brotn- 
fore bocame life-long tends 

Lens passege trom Winnipeg was by an 
immigrant train atthe ret of par mile. 

"At Lacombe they were mot by Jon Veet 
kind and taken 10 Bentiey, a8 he hag a day 
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business there atte ime. The day was pulled 
by oxen 

“They tayed in Bentley overnight and then 
started to walk out to the homesteads which 
(George ned fied on for himset, Len Bedcoos, 
Diek and Tim Samorooke. Len's quarter was 
NW. 36:40:95, They dln improve tebe quar 
tors just then as twasrow winter. They ating 
Ill et up on the quarter east of George's ho: 
Iostead sn was ourred by Jabez McPherson. 
Tals not only provided them with a winter's 
work, but also lodging and board. This was of 
fxcolient qualty under the Rands of Zela and 
Vivian Osgood. Zalla later became Nis. er 
McPherson and Vian marriag. Dick ‘Sam 
inthe winter of 1005-06 fo skid he logs 0 they 
has to be hauied by wagon but the folowing 
winter there was no shortage of snow a twas 4 
Toet deep and the temperature hit 60 degrane 
below Fanrennelt on several days. 

in 1808-08 Len went cut working on bull 
lng elevators in the Wetaskiwin and east to 
Sedgewick areas. Sometimes he would turn his 
hana 1a cooking for the crow as well 

In 1910 he worked on the Pat Burns ane’ 
south of Calgary anghe and Timepentaseason 
inthe Exehaw mines. They bought some 
Ccyuses fom the Indians on the reserve an 

it was about this time Len started thinking 
about setting down. The ONei brothers had 
joines the group by this Ume so thi made 6 
young, fun Toving and hard working men, all 
having come trom England. This group had 
thany-g00d times before any of them married 
tnd the Samorookes and Becdoes all marred 
Toca! gs fom the Bontoy and Fimbey distr. 
‘The ONels never mariag but they all remained 
good friends over tho years, and forthe ret of 
{hair lives. The only ones maining today are 
Lan and hie wie, Flora, and George's widow, 
Genrude, wna was. daughter of Mr & Mes. Mt 
Saint of Bently 

Lon and Flora Hansen became acquainted 
in theyears of 1811-1912 She was the daughter 
(Of, & rs, Hans Hansen, and asisterto Harry 
Hanten, Flora was born October 10, 1895 at 
Living Springs, fows, a small vilage south of 
‘Treynor She attended school at Woodlawn, Ox 
Tanoma, Lawton andwhen her parents movedto 
‘Alpert, she atlended Gull Lake schoo! for 8 
time. She worked one oF two Seasons asa clerk 
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atthe New Thistle ina at Gul Lake, which was a 
Combination hotel, restaurant an grocery store 
fnd was. owned and operated. by Jamie 
MePharson. 

‘She enjoyedthnetimeshe spent with Betioy 
Amataur Dramatic Society ang tis carried on 
‘even ater ane was marred and she took partin 
‘many plays put on in the district Inthe erly 

Lan ang Flore wore marred December 3, 
1913atthenome other parents inthe Gul Lake 
area Harry Hanson stl vs on the home fam 

"the, Beddoes frst home was Bull on 
George's homestead and later the house was 
‘mowed to Len's homestead and an ation put 
fn. They fad 2 shileten bom to them there = 
Louise, October 28,1914 Leonard. October 2 
1816 and Harry, October 20,1817, Thay eon: 
tinued to improve on this home ang land for 8 
couple of years and then 201d It fo St. ohn 
{Singen) Nell and bought NE. 31-20-35, 2 
miles eas, rom a man bythe name of Schmit, 
tino was ‘late to the Hueppelsheusers. The 
Sol wee black loam and the land was some 
wnat more level. They calleg this home nti 
{hoy held a sale in 1943 ana moved ta Pentc 
ton in the Okanagan Valley. John Chesney 

But back (othe good old days onthe fam! 
Calkins Vale, also known as Lockhart This 
‘vas vee and a halt miles north 20 they rode 

Now it was time for more family and a 
aughter. Edna, was born March 2, 1923; Nor 
‘man Naren 27, 1928 and Gardon, May 22,934, 
‘making a family of 2 daughters ano 4 sone, 

‘As It was for everyone, the 30% were nat 
easy mes but the Bodsoestamiy made out by 
hard work, raising © lage garden, pigs and 

‘Len being 8 good butcher, his place was 
selected to be the centr for what was to be 
kngwn as the Beet Ring. Twenty shares were 
old Larger familes were to get One snare and 
Smale fame, ahalfshare. One beet would be 














Submited each week and his wouldtake cae of 
the twenty summer weeks when t would have 
been impossible to keep a whole carcass fresh 
Each share Roider would get an alltted cut 
feach week ane Len would do the butchering, 
For this he was to get $8.00 and the hie. Per 
pe the hide would bring $100. Keoping the 





records, fling the alotad meat sacks was no 
Smal ask and this was performed by Flora 
Most of the sharenolders were from the Seat 
Ginavian eetiament west of Bentay ~ Ander 
one, Holmene, Heersteds, Skjonsberge, Sol 
bergs. Vigs and many more. twas up tthe 
shareholders to pick up their own allotment 
but i was usually delivered by anyone who 
lived near some of the others. The people In 
the early days were very obliging and saved 
tole neighbors a tp whenever possibe. 

Things tegen to look Bit more rosy andit 
was time for expansion. Len purchased two 
‘more quarters of land, one = Hudson's Bay 
Auarter two miles north. Tis provided 8 good 
pasture for themik cows angblack anguscattle, 
hetook pridein. The Kas wouldtake thecowsto 
the pasture on their way to sehool and bring 
‘them back in tho evening. Ths meant the milk 
ing would have to be dane before school time, 
‘The other quarter he Bought trom North Wast 
‘Trust and joined his nome quarter an the west 
‘Thishaa been farmed by Joe Papp. This was tne 

‘the mil, store and cookhouse were on, 
Stands, being used for grain 
storage untl tee! bins were pot ino use. 

Len now found it necessary to buy atractor 
to-do some of the farming, but stil kept the 
horaos. He nired group of Indians to da some 
land clearing and Brushing, There was always 
plenty at work but not mueh money 

In 1896 their second son, Harry, decided to 
‘0 the States, looking orworkandacventure 
8nd in December ofthat samme yea Louse mar: 
‘ied James Fraser son of one ofthe neighbors, 

Len earieg on farming with he ald ot hired 
help and his older son, Leonard. and in 1960 
Cocnara married Inga Solberg, daughter of Me 
fand Mrs. John Solberg and they built a home 
4nd led onthe old mi quarter 

In 1943 Enarmet ancmar‘ies Don Edwards 
fan thie le only Gordon and Norman at home 
S0.Lenand Foradocideatonavean auction sale 
fnd move fo Penticton, B.C, where they had 
Visited soveral times. The ale was held andthe 
farm was rented to ther son-in-law, dames 
Fraser, 29 Ne and Louige now had two sons, Len 
‘and Harry, serving inthe arma foros, 

Bath LenandFiorawere much too ative for 
full retirement s0 they picked up oda jobs wile 
hang inthe Red! and White Mota in Penticton, 
Flora housecleaning angen qardeningand Go 
Ing 048 jobs. 

Alii lator they wereotteredthe position ot 

















‘rion was owned by Dewars who wished 10 90 
South for the winter. There was 8 very large 
house and 2 small bins onthe pace, Len ane 
Flora enjoyed their work ner, andi gave mem a 
nce torent themselves. This ladtotne nu 
hase ofa home on Argyle street. nthe sering, 
buttey ves there only @ short time as Len Nad 
the opportunity to purchase 10 acres of and on 
Here Lan wae nappy and felt at home, navlag @ 
Cow, sheep and some chickens. They were very 
wellplensed with ter ay of ling. now 
nd gained mary new Irienes, bat never forget 
ting their old tends from Alberta. Ther door 
‘woe always open and Flor table always ready 
‘Very 2000 the city was moving nearer and 
Len was no longer abe to have isl farms0 
he sub-divided and sod the lots and eventually 
moved 1.@ house across the steet- 137 Green 
DRvenue = whieh is ther home today 
[Len has always raised 4 good garden and 
has akon care of fou tut es, pears oher= 
ties and peaches - whieh proviged enough trl 
“They nave celebrated thelr Golden Wed- 
«ing Anniversary, 8 wal 9s thee Diamond A= 
‘hey are one of the more fortunate couples who 
have been aie 10 remain in. and maintain tele 
‘wm nome to the ripe ages of ninety-five and 
ighty-six On December arias year they ale 
bated thelr 67 woading anniversary. They do 
hava the convenience of Home Care Service £0 
{re wall looked after every day 
Louise married ames Fraser and they now 
lve at Mission, BC. and have 2 olden, Barb 
ard martied ing Solberg an they hve 
mand have 3 chdren, Stan, Greg and 























Ueanne 

Harry marced Gecry Shields and had 1 
daughter This marriage endea in dvocce and 
Harty then marred Dorotty Pichi, wha was 
also from the Rimbey aistit. They lve on Ca 
‘mano Island, Washington and have 3 chiaren 
Mickey, Donna ana DeBbie, 

[Edna married Don Eawerds, Edna lves in 
Vancouver and they nave 2 daughters, Marsha 
and Christine. 

Norman maried Florence Mana. They ive 
in Creston, BC. and have 4 chile, Bev, Ek 
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leon, Diane and Rss 
‘Gordon was martied to Joan Archer and 
they had 2 vhigren, deff and Cathy. ana they 
lived in Vancouver Gordon pasved away the 
tary age a ory ive 
creat grandenigren for Len and Flora ana we 
Salute great couple May we enjoy less they 
have ana pass the good memories on to our 
families as they have done 


BEECHINOR, DAVID ALEXANDER 
By Joyee Beechinor 

Dave and Joyce Beschinor and family of 
four daughtors: Donna age 6: the twins, Lorna 
fand Linda, ages and Velvet, age2. arrived the 
Fainy Creek citrit, near Sentoy, on October 

th, 1950, 

where both our families were paneer, Joyce's 
father, Thomas Birenhead, coming from Eng. 
land, to be one of the frst homecare, in 
1908, nd Dave's family coming from Dundalk 
Ontaren 1818 

‘Our now home, tho Wat farm, which had 
been in thelr family for many years, was pur 
‘chases from Gordon Wyatt 

‘Our two sons, Lary and Barney were born 
in Bentley. The schoo! situation in Saskatehe 
wan prompted our move, as the roads in that 
art wore not good for motor vehicles in winter. 


‘ve and Joyce Bochner ami. Back ru - Loma, 
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Naturally we were very happy withthe school 
bus and excellant location to school here 

Gurtamiyotsixehldren al graduated rom 
Bentley Senior High. Donna and Velvet fur 
thored their education at the University of A 
beta, (Edmonton, "aking Recreation and 
Education, Lorna and Linda took a key punch 
‘operator course in Edmantan and worked in 
Government otices tee. Larry and Barney 
both worked as surveyors for Alberta Depart 
ment of Highways, Larry being succesful In 
passing the surveyors examination 

‘Donna and Victor Karpyahyn, who isaste! 
worker, wore martiod in 1964 and both worked 
In Fort Metturay Yor three years; Donna with 
Hudson ay Ca, and Vietor constructing the 
fist 6.0.0 5. tar sands pant. They now ive in 
Esmanton, and have two sons, Seat, 14, and 
Richard, 10. 

{Lara and Goorge Baranec, who works a 
the Symerude tar sande plant, were married in 
1968 and'have a daughter, Tanya, age 7. 

Lorna worked nthe office ofthe Royal Can 
tacian Mounted Police in Fort MeMurray, ane 
became a civilian member of the RCMP. in 
ceremony in Regina, Sask 

ings and Bill (his coreet name) Magas, 
we orginally workedat.C.0'S ana Syneruse 
tar sends plans, and now is with AG.T, were 
mariag in 1067 and have a daughter, Christina, 




























ten years old. Linda's job was transfered rom 
Eamonton ta Fort MeMurray, whece se is Jud 
‘al Clerk ofthe Fort MeMorray Court 

Velvet and Laurence Smit, who owns the 
Prince Alber Sask chick hatchery, wore mar 
"eg in 1968 and havo two children, Roce, 
fnd Garnet, 6. Velvet continued teaching 
fand ie now teaching physical education In's 
Senior High School im Prince Alber. 

arty and Linda Bemrot were married in 
1877, andhavetwo children, yan, 3, and Janel, 
4. Thay lve in Syvan Lake. Barnoy als ives in 
Sylvan Lake, Together, Lary ana Barnoy farm at 
Bentloy leo their gransfather's homesteng at 
Mantaro, Sask, and other lang in that ara 

‘Dave and lenjoy the country teen hetarm 
and continue 1 ve there 


BEGERT, WILLIAM JACOB AND EDNA 





Wiliam Jacod Bogert, of Swiss origin came 
te the Bentiy cstrit in 1908, with Che Zi 
rmerman anc family from Marysvilio, Kansas, He 
worked on various arms for a year or two, mak 
Ing his ame on his brother Ed's homestead, 8 
his bratner ad gone aut to Stet and was in 
the feecing butiness, Bil ae he wa known to 
all joined €¢ and they sot up a business in Cas 
{ar gollng feed and machinery and Bill managed 
10 While working thor, hemarred Edna Caney 
in 1913. Alter afew years, they moved to Ca 
‘ary and Bl an a pool room fora few years 
Eanaynomesteaded, NW. 25-98-13, and lived 
fll kod qoodhorses andaways kepttnem 
ingood condition, ane ited hem with nicest 
bt harness. His Paloming sadala hase, named 
uok, was an outstanding horse im this com 
‘munity. and was wel remembered by all his 
Aoighbors. 
home piace §.3-40-15 and for many years 
fan alge herdo! cat, feeding out te eaves 
Tat! hip. Inater years, he changed to raising 
sheep and went inf this ina big way, Ashewas 
food butcher, he slaughtered many of the 
Municipality of Lorne, a position ne nels capa 
Dy forthe nextsix years, was during his texm 
of ofc tat the Syvan Lake toad was opened 











5 was inal arsine, when Delars trom Syven 
Lake, wth their steam engine. were able fo cut 
twos a pret saving in mileage when ravaling 
Syvan Lake. 

Bil ikea a goodtime and some fun too ane 
enjoyed a game of cards, especialy ihere was 
fitle money involved. He was a great sports 
tna ana tied Yo hunt duck, ig game 8 
Great stata, good at baseball ane curling and 

io acrack shot with hierifle, He would delight 
3 Peterson kids whon he would hold his tle 
Upside dovin against his forehead and stil beat 
‘them at target practise 

‘Mrs. Baget often opened her Rome to the 
young peop ofthe istrict andhed them in for 
ln evening of fun. earé playing, ana games 

“The Begerts often had a school teacher 
boarding wih them, nover missed a Cnvismas 
Concert and Bil took his turn at paying Santa 
Cavs. 

uring the 1919 a epidemic, they helped 
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‘out many nalgnbors, feeding the livestock and 
Seeing that the homes Nad wooo, water and 
food. Many vmes nen family uttered a lose, 
Bill came with alge roast of beet ora side of 

ny 1099 they sold ther farm toMurray Peto 
son, son of ther close neighoors, Mr and Mis 
Henry Peterson, anc moved fo Syivan ake an 
Mra. Bogert passed away there Bil later mar 
fieg Wire Rosa Fines an they moved to Kasi, 
B.C. where he passed away about 9970, and 
buried thor 












BERANEK, GORDON & HELEN 
By Helen Beranok 

Holon is the caughter of Stella Cabeka, 
{nee Hansen), wno Is In the nursing home In 
Lacombe. She Is 82 years old. Helen's father 
{George Cabaka, died In 1965, 

Her father ang mother lived two miles ast 
ana three quarter miles south of Bentley, where 
they farmed from 1929 t0 1958, when they 
moved into a new house they had built a Ben 

ey. 

elon has one sister, Agnes Moore, andone 
brother Louis Cabelks 

Gordon Bevanek was bom in Winnipeg. 
Later his parents moved to Ponoka, where they 
farmed, His mother, Cars (nee Bina). passed 
way in 7951, ano his father aie in 1967 

“Gordon was overseas forfour years during 
the war He has four sisters: Viola Arenibala 
Eiaine Vold: Norma Treudt: and Lorna Hug, 

Melon and Gordon weremarrledin 1547 and 
built a house in Ponoka, where Gorcon had re 
ently finished his apprenticeship as alum, 
land was employed by Hugh Twa, 

Norman Beddoes and Gordon bousht the 
‘ala p00! hall in Sentay and started plumbing 
Shop. Later, Gordon's mother passed sway and 
his xe moved to Botley, end boughtNorman’s 
fharo ofthe business. He was office managor 
nd bookkeeper 

Helen and Gordon rented a house for 
$20.09 par month from C.F. Damon, unt they 
Could bulsanewnouse, which wasiocatedeast 
Othe high school. doe Landry now owns it 

(Gordon was always interested in farming, 
When he got he chance, no rented some and 
fnd started farming on the side. while stil 
‘operating nis plumbing shop. Ho bought Art 
Davey’ place, one mie east and hall mile 
south of Bantiy, where they sil va. This I 














The plumbing business was sold to Jack 
Tumbull wh later sold to Howare Burton 

in 1862 they bought s house and moved i 
conta in farm, eame place asthe Davey Novo, 
lation was moved aut to. thor sominlaw 
Beside grain farming, Gordon enjoyed rais- 
ing Muteay Grey eat: He nae since Sold the 
tate, and the farming has been done by thet 
fon, Ken. Gardon now hae time Yo 9 camping 
tnd fing 

Patricia, maried to Denny Hearstad, They 
srandeaughter, Tins. 

‘Glenda, who works in le Deer aneives on 

‘Sharon, who is married to Gerry MeCrindle. 

“een, who bought the George Cabelka place 
‘and ' living there and renting the rest of his 














BERG, CARL GREGUS. 
By Harold Berg 
Cari Gregus Berg was born at Cadogan, 








Alberta on February 28, 1918, the eldest of six 
thikdren bom to Henrietta ane Kistian Berg. He 
fended Home Valley Sehoo, located about & 
mile from nome, as the footpath across county 
took thom He learned to pay the ban, ad 
Sster Borgit the violin, 0 they provides the 
‘music lormany dancos that school ancotnors 
While atte finishing his senaoting, but times 
rere hard 30.he went out fa work for ctfeent 
farmers for the next fow years. Car was very 
{ood natures and cheerful and the people me 
‘orked for remember him for his habit of whi 
In 1887 he. decided to go to Vermion 
Summer Then he worked atthe lumber yard in 
Vermin, and lator was employed at the 
Moteods hardware for some years. He was 
transfered to Ponoka and became manager of 
the store there, which postion e held unt 
about 1949. He decided fo go into business for 
nimselt ang purchased the Valiey General Store 
in Bentley. Gar was very happy there and spoke 
‘tion of the beaut countrysiée and ho many 
{9004 frends he met, He took a raat interest 
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the Bentley band, of which ne was a member 
land also sangina church choir He belongesto 
the Eke Lodge Yor 8 years, ang was treasurer 
His generous. kind-nearted nature and sadly 
to say "no" to tnoae in ‘nancial dificutes en 
Seared him to many customers. Attor & bit 
Mines, he passod away suddenly an dune 12, 









BERGESEN, EINAR, AND FAMILY 
‘By Howard Bergesen 

Einar Borgosen was born in Tromso, Nor 
vray, July 27th, 1808, and came to Canada in 
Mare, 1924, He frst workes on the farm of is 
Cousin, Aled Haarstas, and baught toe MW. 
25a02Wsth, trom the CPA in the eatly 
Inities. He marred Esther ‘Skjonsberg in 
Maren, 1983. They had three chili, Ho 
ward, Amol, and Eleanor. 

“They lvedin Vancouver while Einar worked 
‘onatishing boat in 1843t0 1944 returning home 
{0 Bentioy in the fal of 1948 in tha spring of 
1947 they moved to the SE26-40-2.W.sh 
were they ved unt Einar died in August 1951 
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Esther aed in January, 196, 
"They had enjoyed visting eacing, playing 
cards, and spending time wih tne granachila 


SERGESEN, HARKON. 

By Selma Bergeeen 

Haakon Bergasan was born on the 16th of| 
‘August at Tromso, Norway. He was always an 
‘vi reader and became very interested In Ca 
Asa, He wrote his cousin Berger Johannoscen. 
who had already come to Canada, and he sent 
him money for his ticket. On the 6th of Api 
4800, seventeen dys after leaving his home Me 
arives onthe Duchess of Badtord at St. John. 
Now Brunewick at the age of 2, 

‘ater changing his money to Canadian 
haircuts founda barbershop. Thebarber ke 
talking. Haakon said "yes". Whon he. was 
ttvough, hed had a hair cut, face steamed 


Shave, and eye brows clipped, and has $5.00 
left "That nad to do him unt he got to Lacon 
be. where Berger met him. He workee for Ber 

















‘F, who owned the East hal! of section 25 in 

‘On November 20, 1998 he marreg Selma 
Solberg, He nad 0 brother, Einar at Bentley 
and brother, Helgo, at Seatve, Washington. In 
the winter of 35-96 Heige came for uit, and 
convinced Haakon he should go to the west 
past and try 1 get into halibut fihing 

In March of 36 he want to Prince Rupert 
He had a 99 out two tripe to Brak in. Nona 
ust wnt the crew donated. After that he was 
fon his own. Finaly he got joD as cook. He 
had teribie time, a8 he knew nothing about 
ooking, He had Yo order groceries for 7 men 
for 10 days. No store to un fo. One time he 
pened locker to get a can of peas, water 
had got, tbls had come off on all cannes 
oods, andthe boat rolled continually, but he 
Persevered and became a very good codk 
Hliout sols for 5 Yo 10 cents a poung at tat 











in 1942, they moved to Vancouver. About 8 
years later they brought Janet an Judy Mal 
Colm into tir home. They wore Gand 8 years 
(la They stayea with thom vt they married 








Janet martied Gene Russell They live i 
Vancouver, Wash. and nave two boys and one 
on 

Judy marree Dave Hueppelheuser. They 
farm at Blacklaids and have one boy and two 
ous. 

‘Wile stil at Vancouver, Haakon bought the 
farm he frst came to. a8 Bentley wes always 
wherehewantedte lve. Fishing was vay get 
the maney he needed to get started 

“They came back to Bently n 1055. Helator 
sols tha farm hisorother Einar and bought the 
Nil of section 27, township 40. where he 
raised Heretord cate, unt he sod the entire 
herdon May 7. 1968. He etiredin 1966 andived 
at Bently unt his death on December 20,1877 





BERGESEN, HOWARD 

Howard marree Helen Sjabiom of Ecile 
in 1854. We have always lived on the home 
place, whieh we bought in 1962, We have si 
tnldren, David, Wesiey. Randy, Veryon. Keren, 
land Gary. Garyisin Grade 11 Randy farms: and 
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David married Patricia St. Jean in 1976.and 
they nave three cniren, Teja, Mathew. and 
Ele, They ve ona farm and operate Homes 
‘bun Cotage Grats in Rocky Mountain House. 

‘Tho busy years of school, Sunday Schoo 
44, somoo! sports, and curing, nave ben ite. 
testing, and we have enjoyed meeting. new 
Iniends ane neighbors 








BERZE, JOE 
By Helen Berze 








Joe Berze Sx. came to Canada from Hun 
gary at the age of 21 in 1929. He workod at 
anything he coud get, i he finally got 4 ob i 
the coal mines at Carbon, Drumheller and Eat 
CCouloo. He married Helen Repas of Hilerest in 
1832. We had two bays, Joo Je and Zoltan 

in 1842, wo bought SE. 18-4-2-5irom aM 
Riad. The Centerview School wason histand, 
‘on the southeast corner After we Bought this 
lane the school was used for about thres years, 
which wae one of the frst houses Bui in this 
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istrict, made trom lage. Our kitchon was ahuge 
‘one and oh scold. We hada cook stove andan 
Siig heater in i fthad to go night ana day 
tne twas very col, Joe would stay up hal the 
hight to. keep Tt gong, then it would be my 
turn, We sure got a lot of reading done on 
those cold nights, That old house wa finally 
‘eplaced witha new one. We used te old fog 
house fora number of years for 8 hog Rouse, 
‘ut think even the pigs found it cil. 

“he tt year we came here, oe workedtor 
fur. Moulton who in turn pol out er in Be 
‘cause ellwead wasone cow. Thatsummer Joo 
bought two young horees. 

‘ne cay he decided to take the eggs into 
Bentley with the toam ang wagon. when he got 
to the creamery ad took the eggs in, he was 
teling the boys whet nice big eggs he brought 
for ther. He ites the top ofthe Box and every 
tga in here wee broken all 15 dozen. He said 
‘he Noses galloped all the way to town, 

In 86a Joedr andLois Freeman weremar 
sid, In 1983, os started to work for Gulf Oo. 
fangs til nhthe same Company. They bought 
‘SE. 12. and moved on tin 1960, just south of 
‘ur paca. They have three children: Charlene, 
wie a marriad to Rick Nelson. They have air 
tnd a boy. and ve In. Blacklalés: JoAnn 
bought a lite house in Rimbey end is working 

‘Aigar Agencies, lai just completed High 
{or now works at Rimbey Gas Plant. 

in 1959, Zoltan matried agi trom Calgary 
and had thee children; Susan, who is marnied 
fo Wendell Wiki. They live in Nelson, 8.C 
land have two Boys: Shana who ives In Cal- 
‘Gary and Jonny who wa killed In 1974 at 
Balgary at the age of 16 

“oltan died in 197819 ale and ruck ac 
dnt A wook ater Joe Sr passed away. am stil 
fn the farm 











Hoten Berze 


THEBIGAM FAMILIES 
By Gordon 8 Wy Bigam 

GAM - Thomas and Elzabeth, (nee Hur 
tor), were bom in Gat, Ontari, Thom@s on Au 
{si 24, 1852, and Elzabeth on August 8, 1854, 
Both of Scatisn parents They were mariea in 
Fordwich, Michigan, on September "1, 1885, 
find moved to Main, Michigan, U.S.A, where 
thoy farmed and their family of five were born. 
‘They decided ta come to Canadatecauseot tne 


‘opportunity to oblain @ homestoad and build 
Detter future for ther family. They Waveled by 
train arriving at Old In April, 1002 They stayed 
with’ the Pinkertons, former friends. trom 
Iiichigan, while they required horses, wagon, 
tha supplies. They then travelled by wagon 
{hough bush trail to the unimproved tang 
tahich was ta be their homestead on the North 
Shore of Syvan Lake, pat ofthe Wi-17-30- 
Mated, and the SE -18-59-1-¥0sth, where 
they Bult ther home. They use oxen, horses 
xe, and walking ploughs, to clar the heavy 
timber The younger eniéren_atlended. tbe 
Carntt Seno! beginning in 1903, while the 
‘dor boys helped ta clear the land, and sup 
port the famiy, They also helped to bull log 
Fouse and barn. Thomas Bigar dled October 
11,1825, and Elizabeth Bigam dled June 14, 





“Tore ofthe Bigame mariee Stephensons 
George Bigam married Jessie Stephenson 
Murray Bigam married Laura Steprenson 
Haze Bigam maried Walter Stephenson 
‘John Sigam martes Bertha Weber. 
Yndeew married Edith Peto. 

‘Ther Store follow- 





[ANDREW BIGAM was bom November 24 
1886, st McBain, Michigan, and homesteaded 
the SW. %-90-20-10, 5th, He married Eaith 
Petro wna was born Dacomber 17. 189% at Get- 
‘yeberg, South Dakota, in 7972, She nad Ines 
‘athe family onthe NW. -30-1-W th 

"A aby git was bow to them in June, 1914, 
whom they named Blanche. Blanche ed in 
‘January 1815 of Spinal Meningitis. Gordon St 
gam was born August 13, 1915, There were two 
ther babies who dled at birth, so Gordon was, 
the only surviving old He was born at Betiey 
tnd lived with his parents threemilessouth and 
tne mile west of Bentley for tree years belore 
thoy moved to the farm on the Sylvan Lake 
Bentley Mighway, nat anighway then} situated 
nthe Ne. -16-391.W. Sth, whore they ved 
tint 1940. Angrew ang Ecith moved Yo Svan 
Lake, where ty operated a eariage Busines. 
Later Andrew became caretaker ofthe Sylvan 
Lake Schools. He autfered a numberof stokes 
betore passing sway on Decomber 6, 1048 
ith lived with relates unt ner death on De 
ccomber 28, 1983 











JORDON SIGAM end IVY (nee Ouncan) 

Gordon atteded school at Durham, tin 
lng Grade 10 there. He Took his Grade 1! in 
Bontioy. My first teacher was Mr. Weight who 
borrowed a saddle horee from my dad, An- 
Grow Bigam, He lived at Dingwall boarding 
house i Sylvan Lake, and rode horseback 12 
Durham each say, Murray Peterson and I were 
very good trends and spent many days horse 
back nding throughout the country. Later on 
Murray was beat man at our wedding, In 1827 
2 tornado went through the ast, faking the 
large spruce trees along Rainy Creek turning 
4 large hog barn partly around at Frank Net 
Son's fam ust enough to loosen al! the sal, 
But did not move iol the foundation. Inte 
Sranery ful of oats on Bil Bargart's farm, la 
Ing” only the oor and about a. hundred 
bushels of oats The ret ofthe building wae 
ever found far as | know From there up 
feta few hayracke and blew things abaut on 
Bit Surat’ farm, then ee and came down 
briefy over Gull Lake and eispersed.A severe 
hailstorm followed: Work bees were Orgad 
1a reshingle Fred Cavrits house and replace 
the root on Stone's barn 

Inthe early tities maney was very scarce 
but the welcome mat was slwaya out 
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extra people showed up the hostess opened 
lotr jr of home canned goods rom the pan- 
try, and none evar went hungry. 

iimot Ivy Duncan at tho Rly Crook 
church where we were Botn activa Sunday 
‘School, an iv sored onthe church board. Wy 
taught ‘Sunday. School, and Iwas. Sunday 
School Superintendent for a time. | played 
hockey onthe Rainy Creek eam. Although had 
ot attended Carit School, | soemedto tind the 
‘istrict much more interesting than any other, 
ater the Duncane moved there. From then of 
most of my lite was centered there. Wy and | 
‘wore mariad atte Duncan nome on November 
30.1837 

We nave both been active In church work 
though the years and are sil active at Gactz 
Momorial Church is Red Deer having srvedin 
many offices ofthe church, 

Some of our most memorable times are the 
many houte spent in the Fred Nelson home, 
before we were marred, where good fellowship 
lana singing wore the highlights. There were 
also happy evenings spent al the Thompson 
home, were music was aways partofthe even: 
ing’s entertainment 

‘The young pooples group used to mest in 
the Garrit School and at homes inthe cst. 
‘hore were sil very few cars inthe 20s ang 
‘many intresting stories could be tld about 

















some thetrps wth teamsandseigh. the 
‘ery cols stormy night when Ivy an were i 
ing through te field and the euter caught @ 
gfe post the horses bolted and broke al the 
traces of the ight driving harness. Rung onto 
the tines and was dragged over the dashboarc, 
but got the loam under contol Of course, we 
had to walk halt & mil fo the Peterson home 
tnnre the meeting was being halo, ang has to 
Borrow a harmess Before we cud etm home 
Tmaved ta my grandather’ nomestoad, on 
the Nor shore of Sylvan Lake. 1898, to begin 
farming on my own I batched for one yeat Be 
foremarrying vy Ounean in 1857 After ur ma 
‘lage we ved an thi original homestesafor on 
{ear befare moving to the Garis Iarm, on th 
SE. Ye16-40-1.W.th, two miles south and 1 
miles west of Bentley, where we farmed unt 
TB In 1049 ost the sight of my lettaye, while 
Griving through the woods. Whe | was Inthe 
Edmonton hospital, neighbors and trends ga 
{ered together for's work bee Ladies brought 











lunch ang the men hauled and sawed a yoars 
Supply of wood, while some Rauled feed and 
oat As it was 40 below zero while | was inthe 
hospital and iy was left to milk the cons, food 
the pigs, and da athe ator chores, as wel 38 





looking after two small hllaren: the work of 
these good “neighbors. as very much 
precited 

‘One ofthe community projects with which 
we enjoyed Being Involved, wae the bulding of 
the new Unites Church in Rainy Crook. inas 
bul by volunter lator and replaces the org 
nal log enurch which was Out By the early 

Wemoved 1 Syvan Lake in 1944 andaper 
sted stax and certage business until moving Yo 
Ree Deer in 1048 

‘ter moving to Re Deer, | worked in ac 
counting and pars departments fr Nance Co. 
for a few yours. Then | worked as Appliance 
Manager for Stewart Bros. | then spent over 
twenty years as Superior of the Cassi Ad 
Department of the Red Beer Advocate etrng 
fon August 5, 1980. 

Wy worked for Jack’ Mans Wear, Then for 
several years she worked at Eaton's. She was 8 
Charter member of St. John's Ambulance an 
leo Rept up her voluntoor work in the church 

Warhave tree sons 

GLEN was bom Janvary 2, 1899, ne macied 
‘Garo Ponto formerly of Eokile, They navetwo 
boys and one gir: Trevor. Colin and Kathy. 
Gian is on the staff of the Chemisity Depart 
‘mont, of tho University of Alberta. Carols a 
former employee ofthe Bank of Mone 

Deer and now works pat ime or the 
Montreal in Eémonton, where they have ved 
JERRY was born June 30, 1964, and married @ 
Fea Deer it, Lynne Higgins. They have two 
boys: Jay and Devia. Jer san Economist and 
has hia own consulting fm. He alo has a oc 
lure frame: manufacturing busines, together 
inthe sign manufacturing plant. which Ne an 
Lyane operate jointly Lynne was © school 
hess Management and. Aoministation. They 
LEROY is Senior Buyer foralargecitequlpmen 
firm in Calgary. He has one son, Bruce 























JOHN BIGAM martod Bertha Weber wine 
was sister of Stella Zimmerman. They hac 
three chiens Norman, Alive and Lyle. They 
pent most of tel lve In the Peace River 
Gountry. Alice married Willam Pearea, They 
‘had one ite gi The tree of them contractod 
T'B, The baby dled when she was around two 
And Alice ied about fhe years later but Bille 





Pearce recovered and now fives at Whitelaw 
bert 

maker and lives at Hines Cree. He has four 
tons Lyle, an engineer wth D.PW. ives in Ea 
mmonton. Ha has ree step children 





BIGAM, GEORGE MALL 
By. hy (Duncan) Bigam 

Distt, with his parent. n 1902. He married 
‘Jessio Stephenson in 1926. Ty lived on the 
homestead on the north shore ot Svan Lake. 
{ed to Bentley in 1841, Georga Bigam passed 
‘ay n July, 1943, Josie and he chlcren ved 
in Bentiey until 1951, when they moved to 
STRobert Bigam ives in Red Doer. Merle mae 
‘ies Norman ‘Thompson trom Spruce. View. 
‘They now live in Eemonton, Delores mariod 
Reinhart Drsner of Neworook, Alberta Jessie 
Tived with her daughter for 8 number of years 
and now resides io Edmonton. 





BIGAM, MRS, JESSIE 
By Jessie Bigam 

My’ parents, Robert and Ida Stephenson, 
‘came fram Hastings, Nebraska, in TQDD. witha 
famiy of nine enliven, They setios on a farm. 
two and ha mies from Boney, Albert 

My mother's brother. Ted Zoic, bil ove 
first og house and also a barn Weed horses 
took ove the farm aftr thers death My si 
ter Laura. and | afin wakes nto Bentley for 
Groceries, Sometimes we got aide with neigh 
bors. My first school was clos by, bull Dy 9 
neighbors, and called Stephenson Schoo! My 
fret teachor was Me Munro. My mother boarded 
1 good many a the teachers, The Beniey Us 
ted Charen was the ft enurch in Bentley ane 
‘One family was ne Cotes. Otnerswerethe Sull- 

1 was martied 19 Georga Bigam, July 3 
1928, and we ved on a farm at Syvan Lake. | 
have tee chileren, Robert, Merle, and Delores, 
My husbane passe away in July, 1948, Robert 
Isin ed Deer Morioand Norman vein Eémon 
ton and have five chilsron, Sharon, San, Ken 
Vicki and Mark. Delores and Reinnart Ive ai 
lworking in Eammonion. Debbie is ethome, going 
to senool yet. Lynn was maried May St 

Tam now living in @ Senior Gizn's Home, 
‘central Manor, and have been here four years 
and am enjoying It 























y Laure Blgam 
Murray Bigam was the youngest ofthe four 
boys ang one gir born to Thomas and elizabeth 
Bigam, and was five Years of age when they 
rived in Alberta, Ther home was sitted on 
the north side of Svan ko at hat ine calls 
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This was where he spenta good share this 
time, fishing end boating insummerand skating 
Inwinter. Many timos Re and his sister, Hazo, 
‘would be skating on dangerous ice and would 
have ta jump tho eracks for safety, Otten they 
‘would skate over fo town, coming home inthe 
moonlight 

‘Murray took his grade school a the Cari 
school and hadto walk miles. In cla weather 
Murray and Hazol would stop nat Juda Garis 
place where thore was always a nce warm fre 
trating for them, ancaler geting warm, would 
proceed on to school, After grade school he 

Ho likes to sing and usually sang at 
concerts and socal programs at Rainy Creek as 
the district was very scve in churen work and 
Young Peoples groups. 

‘Murray enlisted in the fist World War and 
went overseas but naver saw action. When his 
Datiaon lft for France, he was inthe hospital 
‘with menses, and when the war ended he was 
ble fo return hom, but enjoyed England and 
Seotland and mage many frends thor 

‘After returning home, ho bought the NY 
15-90-1-5,somemachiney, 4 good horses, and 
tart to clea land Yor farming. His beother, 
‘Andrew, lived across the road and they often 
fexchanged help and had many debates 3 t0 
tno had the best horses tnd coula pull the 
biggest loads, For batching, nehadalitieshack 
fnd granary and Sid Thompson, who helped 
him, often talks about those days and how grim 
woitknown around the neighbomood and he 
Tater bought Tony. abbey, and made many tips 
north to the Stephenson farm at Bentley 

In 1995 Murray married Laura Stephonson, 
the youngest daughter of Mr. Ida Stephenson 
tne the wedding was at Mr. Stephenson's 
home, with famiy and friends present For the 
honeymoon, Murray and Laura went t0 
Lacombe by sigh ana to Calgary by Wain and 
then turned fo Murray's frm. 

‘Murray and Laura had’ children. Two are 
Geceased and those surviving are Joyce, 
awronee and Lay 

‘Joyee took grade school at Durham and 
high school im Sentiey. She attended Bible 
Schoo! for 3 years and graduated In 1049. in 
{958 she married Mike Shrem, living in 
Edmonton and Calgary and now in Lthbrigs 
and they have & chilaren, Keneall, ick and 











Diane. Joyce has recently purchased acabinat 
Sivan Late nthe Sunnyside Pentecostal Camp 
Grounds, which was onginaly part oho Bigam 
Lawrence started schoo! at Durham, then 
went to Benley and Garnitscnools an nines 
‘working for Wawanesa Co. He ana Shirley 
‘Jensen were maried in 1988 and they have ® 
tenlaren, Connie, Terry and Linda. In 1967 they 
purchased Bannister and Thorne Agencies and 
‘moved to Red Deer. They now nave a home at 
Sivan Lake, which waa alo Bigam property 
Larry started school in Sentey, went by 
senool bus, and graduated from there He 
‘wormed in Edmonton and Prinee George an 
Stiended Bole Sehool for 3 years, gracuating i 
4870, Wile working in Red Door, he married 
Beverly Webb. of Vietora, in 1970, ana they have 
3 ohleren, Muray, Kimberly ana Shelley nd 
live in lod Deer The home churen af the 


Bigams has boen the Pentecostal angthey have 
atonded for many years 





Murray, during his lifetime, servea the 
‘community on the Durham schoo! board for 
Of the Bentley Pentecostal church and during 
his tse years was made an Honorary Board 
‘During the second World War Murray 
served his countey in the Veteran's Guara 
These man guarded war prisoners in diferent 
pars of Wester Canada. After the wa Murray 
Continued arming an ivedthere units death 
November 1988. Inaw live In Red Deer 





BIRCH FaMiLy 
By John W. Bien 

Mich of my reminiscing in his repart may 
be alitichezy aso dates and details, Being an 
nly chil with na brothers oresters and naving 
ot lived in Bentioy since summer of 1923, with 
Mother and Dad tong since passod away, | 
have no-one to ask so must depend on me: 
tory and am going Back a tong way! 

My father was HERB BIRCH, ang was, | 
belive the itbiackamith in Bertiey Hecame 
‘west fom Summerside, PE. why, eo not 
Bentey. lam sure hated tne pioneer spit "yo 
west, young man. go west. The yar was about 
1903. He was sinsle ang lived ina hael on the 
north sige ofthe main tee, run by ts Taylor, 
from England. He set up his business and then 
Startod to bulld a house for his bride, Mattie 
Fogers, who he was bringing out from Free 
town, PEI Sho arrived in July 1908 and'ne met 
her at the CPR tain trom Calgary. st Slack 
falas. They wore married in akfalds and 
‘rove to Bentley by horse and buggy. Iwas bors 
i January, 1907 

‘ur Rouse was on the street running ast 
and west one block south of the main street 
amin in fom the eat - elove it was called 
‘MePharson Ave. a hal time. We wore on the 
northside ofthe straet the second hove east 
from thecomeraftnenorthand south street ono 
block up them rom tnamain road going south 
Next door fo us, onthe north eet comer was 
Archie. Putland ‘of Putiand & Thorp. General 
Store. Across the alley trom us northwara ac 
ing the main oad in trom the Sask was Frank 
‘Thorp’s residence. later occupied by Jesse 
Evernden and det Wiliams’ home 

remember well the big fre tat leveled 
most of one sige of the main business street. | 
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could net bo sure ofthe year, butt was very 
Young ~ maybe 6 or 7 years of aga As | 1e- 
Imomber everything wae burned tothe ground 
from the main corer up the hil east (on the 
southside) ~ the garage, butcher shop, Biss 
Store, Wiliams’ Hotel and very stable snd my 
daa’ blacksmith shop — not sure but perhaps 
tore was another business or two, Thera was a 
bit open space east of my father's shop, then 
Ns. Bulloce’s house, the United Church par 
Sonage end the old brick church onthe corner 
withthe sill older log ehuren behind. These 
First four aie not burn. I was surely a frighten 
ing experience 

Inthe oar days thre was no doctor or 
<entist in Bentey; wa haa to go to Lacombe (18 
‘miles for these services and some shopping or 
{ings not handled in Bentiey. When we wert it 
was by horse and buggy an all day's journey — 
Up ang away tong betore daylight and home 
ater dark. Or. Hynes was the physican and 
Surgeon, | dont remember the name of the 

{ler on, think about 194, Or Loughbaum 
came to practice in Bony. remember Dr. 
Lougnbaum twas decided tha | shouts have 
my tonsa and adenoids out so he eame to our 
home. was laid out an the kitchen able. When 
he slapped that ether mask over my face | 
thought for sure 1 was going to die. Mother was 
‘on mi feet, Dad was holding my shoulders But 
‘hey hast eal in a neighbor or two toholdme 
own. When I woke up my tonsils and adenoids 
‘wore gone 

"remember the frst airplane | ever saw in 
my te rwasprobably about 1916 1817.1 was 
Sweeping out the schoolhouse ~ the old white 
Oxord Sehoo the schoo! andgrounds werean 
themainsteet, nor side, acres trom the Unt 
ted Charen) when all of @ sudden I heard a 
Commotion. Running ut the door saw Johnny 
Meredith (Merecins house wae across the 
street bohind the school-north. He was Ike 9 
Kid out of his mind hooting ahd yeling and 
Jumping up ana dows like crazy. Sure enough 
‘hore was tis ito biplane eircling overhead 
had come trom Edmonton tor our tis of 
July celebration the nextday. They nada stip 
‘eared and ready fori to land ust west ofthe 
ralroad tacks. north of the oad to the west, 
going to the Elindman river. People wore ta 
en for rides for'$19-— just few minutes Up 

|tartedtoschoolin Grade Tintheolawhie 
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Oxford senooinouse, in the fll of 1974. 
Grant wes my fret teacher Am not sure, but 
blows Iwas in the fst Grade nine when the 
High Sehool was starts, i was the alt 1920, 
Migs Nolles was the new High Sehool teacher 
id we used theo log churen, behind the ed 
married Jonn MeCuon, the druggist. That year 
the new two room brick schoo! was buliton the 
(Oxford school grounds is ont af the old white 
onoo| house, 30 when |eame fo grade ton we 
wore abieto ie the new school Atthattimothe 
High Schoo! only went upto Grade 11 — there 
was no Grade 12 

Tworeasons were spparentforour decision 
to move to Calgary in August of 1923. Dad had 
been fihting ciabetes for 2 or 4 years, was 
Slowly losing his strength and could not cope 
with the hard work of the blacksmith shop, ane 
Iny parents wanted me to take Grade 12 which 
(tas not avalable in Bently. So home end shop 
to therigety Dad ded ia Calgary on Christmas 
tay 1925, Ho is buried inthe cametery in Bor 
tle. Mothor lived many years n Calgary as a 
wwidow, working inthe drapery ana cry goods 


business then spent tholast few yearsot here 
ft the Comat in the Vancouver, B.C. ares. She 
ied in duly. 19581n New Westnnster B.C. and 
fs bured tore 

Ted in Calgary fr 20 years 15 of which 
wore spent working for Jenkins Grocsterias, 
Tanaging one ofthe branch stores in the wast 
fn ofthe ciy. tn December of 1930 | mariod 
Garnet Kopi In December of 1943, ue tomy 
‘wile's beath and need for lower alttude and 
‘armerelmate we moved, wits ourfiverilsren 
to Portland. Oregon where her parents resised 
Since coming here two more children were 
born, tive of them = one git and four boys are 
marrige and ail Iving in ths area. One gi Is 
married and living n Grange Praie, Alberta. 
‘Gne son ts married and living in The Fil 
Alberta, He ls Viee-Prosdent - Business Aa 
Iministraion of Prarie Bible Institute. Since 
Coming to Portland 97 years ago | have been 
“employed in sales of ofioe equipment = tun. 
ture, printing, stationery eto. ang have been 
withthe same tm, Smith Brothers Otice Out 








John W. Bien 





JORNSON FAMILY, LARS AND SOPHIE 
By Esther Vig ang Edwin Solberg 
Lae and hie wit, Sophie, ame from the 
states in 1904) They had seven sons ranging in 
‘ge from two yaars and up. Thoy seed south 
‘west of Bentay on the farm that now belongs 
to Clarence Woods. Sophie was kopt busy 
taking and washing for their seven Boys and 
themsolves, Lars was a carpentor and ull 
overal Homes in the Blindman Valley, one of 
Which was Casper Vig's home. Asbjorn was 
the eldest son, and he helped his father a Tot 
(Carl was the second boy, who mariod 1da 
‘wo caughters, They moved to Calf, 
where Carl passed aay some years ago. Ida 
‘stil ving, a he age of 93, with her daught- 
fr, Lars Bjornson passed away in 1021, ana is 
uried in the Vig Cemetery. beside a It 
granddaughter, Sophie Bron played tne 
Some tine Altwough we only had services 
‘nce a month, every one came a8 amily, By 
‘Car owed a biackemith shop in Bentley. 














a 





He als played the vain for house gatherings, 
with is mother on the argan or piano Al the 
‘oy ware vary talented and musical. The third 
on, Lsonare, marred Leona West. They had 
{ha sane and moved to Peace Fiver. Lou, the 
fury son, was good on the violin and a good 
Llonatord tom the Gibyaistrie Emi th sh 
‘0m, worked with hls younger brother, Sgted 
‘owninghisownweldingshopin Bertiey. He was 
top welder. He mariag Hatte Gland. anc 
they ne fve sons. They ved in Bantiy. Fim 
bey. Sylvan Lake, end Eomonton. Sig slvaye 
had los of welaing to do, Both Sig and Hate 
have passed away, ag have also four of thot 
fons. One eon, Norman, is aft and he lives in 
Egmonton. tam enclosing some’ pltues, 
‘moti of Sig and his wile, taken in 1995. Tare 
TB also one of us young people standing infront 
of Hugh Gunes Candy Store That's where we. 
pent bur spare time. The boys would buy us 
that delicious home ade candy. Most people in 
Bentiy sil remember that Hugh Gunn candy 
in 1906 my mother ran this store aa a cottas 
shop. and now, In 198%, we sil nave that candy 
Store for our living roam, which | am both 
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plaased and surprise to have. The 
‘900d memories of iy-six yours 390. 





are many 


BLINDMAN VALLEY CO-OPERATIVE 
‘ASSOCIATION 
By Bob Carivle 


‘Since early settlement daysin western Can- 
ada, farmore have boon faced with marketing 
‘hele produce.Inially cltances to market wors 
‘teat and from very limited operations, only 
mall amounts of grain oF numbers of ives 
tack were ready for sale at one time. Under 
uch circumstances, Individual farmers naa no 
bargaining power at the central markets. AS a 
result, small groups began going togother and 
making up lager tots to ship and, hopefully, 

‘Grain farmers in southern Saskatchewan 
were aucoasstlin forming marketing organiz 
tlons that grew apily and resulted in consider. 
Able savings to the producers. The movement 
Spread to relghboring provinces and the three 
Provincial Wneat Pools were formed as rest 

‘Similar organizations sprang up for the 
marketing of tWestock end dairy products as 
‘wel The United Farmers of Alborta (UA) had 
bul up a stong organization, supported by a 
Farge majority ofthe farmers, They entered the 
pial eld and won the provincial ection a 
{921 Their sucenes was veto tne work ofthe 
large numberof local groups that had sprung Up 
over the province 

In Jon Holmen's home in January, 192. 
acting ofthe Sunset Hil UF. Local washola 
{nd the Bindman Valley Livestock Co-operative 
ane nto being, Rather than el thr hogs ans 
atl to oea! buyers, Individually, they planned 
‘on making weekly shipments of carfoad lots c= 
fecly to central marketsin Calgary andedmor- 
fon, Previous to this, fow farmers hed been 
‘getting together and bargaining with diferent 
Buyers, and perhaps goting a somewhat beter 
price. With much arger, regular shipments. they 
‘would be in position to deal directly withthe 
Packing plants. 

Plans were made by the UFA. group fora 
membership crve, with goal of, atleast, three 

















hundred before operations woula begin” Can 
Vasting every farmer in the Bontley-Fimbey 
fares inorder to obtain sighed contracts, was & 
big jot Meetings were nels in Bently, Fimboy. 
Forheee and Lockhart to outline plans and dis 
use problems 

“Those signing the frst by-laws and Memo- 





random of Association, were: “1 W. Robson. 
RE, Chowen, Philo Slaughter vn. Surat 
Haaretad, "Frac Elleworth, CA, Calkins, JF 
Hutton, Car ©, ig, Allred Vig, AJ. Anderson. 
'AB. baarstag, Oscar Vig,“Ray Siaughter, AM 
Berry, Ares Kincheloe, W), Bogert... Parkin= 
fon. “E.. Wyatt ang Harola Hopkins. elected 
directors), Mr JH. Thompson, Unites Grain 
Growers agent at Genloy was appointed 
secretaretrescurer_and_partlime maneger 
when operations began, 

“ie fist shipment of hogs was made on 
February 12, 1926 Mr, RF, Atwood, of the 
UGG. Ivestock cepartment of Calgary stock 
Yards, ad met the board # Yow days previous 
nd he agroed to take ll hogs shipped unt 
dune Tat ata price not mare than 8S" por cw. 
below the Calgary market Selig to loca uy” 
fre, the prieohadbeon asmuchas$200percxr 
below Calgary. With nogs, seling at 126 peo 
farmers were actually geting over 15% more) 
‘shipping trough the Co-operative. As business 
Volume increased and the operstion became 
more efficient. there were times i Tater years 
lien Blindman hage were actualy seling 
Calgary price, when leaded on cars at local 
shipping points. 

This newly formed organization was thus 8 
reat success from the beginning, Membership 
Inreased unit reaches 1.500 anc the area of 
‘operations expansed considerably ~ rth to 
Wine and Breton and then east to Wearbura, 
Sunnybrook and Torsby.ttalso wenteast om 
Bontloy to. Lacombe. and Blackflcs. Hogs 
‘mage up the bulk of the business but shoop 
ind cattle are hanged as wal 

Tine organization became krown a6 “The 
Hog Poot” and shipping day was “Hog Day’ 
‘This was the busiest day inthe week for the 
ftores and other businesses In towns whore 
Toaging was cone. Weigh scales were installed 
in small buldings adjacent to the ralays 
Hackyards & local man, usualy faemer ising 
close by, was employed at each point to mark 
fi animals for identeation and make an in 
fia payment on the hogs. Final payment was 
made when the grading statements wore fo 
‘elved trom # government grader. 

Inearly year, annual meeting ofthe Ass0- 
ciation drew large crowds - as high as 300 
‘members, For some timo the annual meetings 
were hed in January and wore alterrated be- 
tween Bantlay and fimbey and Lacomoe. On 


























mambers to and trom the mecting. As well as 
fnmual reports and electlon of officers, there 
‘wore lively discussions on management prob 
lems and plans for future expansion. The mi 
Utes 30" reveal a keen interest in ofher 
broblems confronting agrieultsre or affecting 

“Ine UF-A. governmentin theprovincocon- 
tinued to actively assist farmers In setting up 
marketing organizations for thee products. As 
tore local shipping associations, such as the 
lindman Valley Co-op, were formed, the go- 
vernment promoted a provincial selling organ= 
ation, which would 0. the seling for the 
Emaler groups. Ther efforts were nat 120 sue 
nest m this area, However, anathey dropped 
the project. The pian was then taken up by @ 
numberof shipping assocatonsin the province 
tnd the Alberta Livestock Co-operative came in 
torbeing, The ALC. became the conta sling 
gency forall vestockasvocitions. With of= 
es in both Calgary ane Edmonton staid good 
Jb for the member associations. A momber of 
the Board ofthe Blinman Valley Associaton, 
Usvally the Presigent, served continuously on 
the ALC. board. The ALC. was abo to oxert 
‘ore pressure on governments and packer buy 
fs. than could the sh pping associations acting 
Separately 

"The Dominion Dept of Agriculture setup 
hog grading scheme in 1822. an incontve to 
the producers to improve the qualty of thei 
hogs. A premium was paid for good qual 
‘acon-type hogs aver the heavier ft are-ype, 
tabion was stil popular inthe US, a hat ime 
Making settiemont with the farmers on the hogs 
{Created much more Work forthe co-op organ 
Entions and occasionally resulta in dsputes 
‘rth government graders as wall as shippers. 

inva move foward stil more improvement 
In the quality of Canadian bacon, ral grading 
tas introduces. Grading was done afer hogs 
‘wore siaoghtered and hung on the all and was 
much more accurate method of assessing 
the value of the careas than grading the an 
nal ave, There were difleutes in raning ot 
the problems. invalved. in this more comp= 
Niated methos and again the Slindman Valey 
And other shipping organizations played an 
Inmportant pat 

“The Blindman Co-op was occasionally 
faced with problems not crectly involving tNe 
handling of lvertack In Maren, 1986 when 8 
‘dozen stolen nage wore marketed through the 
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association, the rghtul owners took action to 
recover the retuns. The Judge decided in thie 
favor and the local shippers forthe hog oo! 
twere very cautious about accepting livestock 
Irom strengers thereafter. 

“Ihe AF-U. (Alberta Farmers Union), & 
rather miltant group tat was organized inthe 
Wer year, called a non delivery strike to aract 
Bttention tothe coprossod prices of agricultural 
product. They pressured farm co-operatives to 
refuse to accept grin vestock, cream et, or 
the dation ofthe strike. Since all members of 
the Blindman Covop aié not suppor the st 
the directors and management were In vary 
dificult poston, twas nally decided ratuse 
‘elveries unt a plebiscite of the membors 
ould be Nels Fortunately, te strike was over 
before this could be done 

asclutions passed at BV.CA. annual 
meetings and directors meetings cover a wide 
range of topics. twas an indication ofthe keen 
Interest members hac, not only in egricuture, 
but ater fel 88 wo 

During Warla War 2 8 “Bacon for Bitala 
campaign launches by the Canadian Govern 
‘mont was strongly supported by the hog poo. 
‘Along with otner livestock organizations, they 
Urged the government to seta fixed price for 
hogs, fo encourage maximum praciction, 

When the war endea, the Canadian Fedora 
tion of Marieulture to which LV.C-A belonged 
requested the continuation of wage and price 
Ccontols. Thess controls had bean in the best 
Interests of farmers during the war but the go- 
ernment yielded to pressure from opposing 
groups: 

Interestodin continuing inprovementin the 
qual of animal producls and etilent procuc- 
thon, the Co-op soked the Department of Agr 
cute to begin extensive research In 
‘rose-breeding and development of new 
breeds t was polnted out thattne Experimental 
Siations at ha ime sore merely keeping pure 
rod herds and doing ite, or no research of 
{experimental work with ivestock 

“Acietance was given to other co-operatives 
whenever possibia. At the Annual Mecting in 
‘uly, 1945, the year’s surplus of $620.00 was 
loaned, interest fre, to the newly formed Co- 
operative implement Co, 

Inthe post-war yoars, groups of farmers in 
al pats at mo province wore prssing fo elect 
fic power. The 8 V.CA. strongly supported ms 
jor" farm organizations. which were urging 














50 


government to set up a publicly owned power 
System to provide power torural and urban con 
Sumers at cost. They also reprimanded the 
ALC. or allowing & commentator onthe noon 
‘market broadcast to speak out svongly against 
public ownership of power 

‘With the end ofthe war came a sharp de 
cling in exports of bacon to Brita anda rest 
Ing erop in hog prices. This was 2 mattor of 
concern to the BV.C-A. and In a resolution 
passed November 15, 1945 asked the govern 
fnent {0 seek other markets and 10 allow the 
‘Meat Boerd to continue handing export, 

In the 1990 9 slow decline in marketings 
became noticeabo, and by 1961 mixed cars of 
tattle were discontinued. A dropping-of nat 
tendence at annual moetings was also bocom 
Inga mattrof concern with na representatives 
from some districts to vlet directors Te i= 
‘crease inlong:sletance trucking wih arget ana 
‘mare ficient vehicles, mace possibioby beter 
Fighways an ostritroass, was, unéoubtecly 
‘the most important factor in tis change. The 
railways wore becoming less interested in mo 
ing livestock ané service was deteriorting. The 
Duliding of a packing plant In Rea Deer drow 
‘more hogs directly from the farm so market, 
by-passing the Poo! 

"The central seling organization the ALC 
‘was not getting large enough share the total 
Sales to ave any gresteffect on prose. Interest 
in marketing boards, which would have the 
power to set prices and contol the supply, was 
‘rowing. Ontario nog producers hac taken this 
top, and wore parently sted witht. They 
Teallzed that such an organization should be 
Rational and were hopetul that other provinces 
(would follow. Here again the BLV.C-A. took & 
leading part in atompting to get action 

2 the 1956 Annual Meeting te fllowing 
resolution was passes 

Whereas: turpluses have adlsastrousetfect 
fon the livestock market, and an only be a 
tively daalt wth by some form of centtal selling, 
"Therefore be freaolved that we ask the FA. 
ALG. and the AFA to combine heirefors 
formulate a Broad plan forthe markating of 
hogs, to present tothe producer fr study and 
Informaton” This resolution was acted upon 
fang a marketing boars was eventually setup. 
Unfortunately, no real efor was made to sl 
fi noge in the provinea, make # rational In 
Scope or to contro! supply. 

"The B.V.CA. continued for @ while to as 

















semble hogs for the Alberta Hog marketing 
Board but as the hog producers developed 
larger operations, tne ai tir awn hauling to 
Contra markets and the local shipping associa 
tions such a the B.V.C.A., ceased to function. 
“Tne last Anal Meeting othe Association, 
the 52nd, was held on August 20, 1975. The 
‘rectors were authorized ny the members res: 
fentto sel he remaining property and divide the 
fssets among the Senior Gilzens Lodges in 
‘Thoreby, Wiles, Rimbey, Bentley and La 
7A history of the Blindman Valley Co- 
‘operative would not be complete without at 
Ute nat any to those who wore responsible or 
its ongin, But those whose dedication, intl: 
tive and hare work resutes in many years of 
fuecesstul operation After Mr Thompson haa 
Served two yoars ar prousionel secretary. the 
‘board was fortunate n securing the services of 
Glen Wright as fulltime Manager and 
‘Socteary-Treasurer Glen had spent afew yer 
freon te family farm before attending Ontario 
‘Agricultural Gallage for one term On his return 
tothe farm at Rimbey he also acted as local 
‘Shipper for ne Co-op. After his second year et 
this be acoapted tha management postion ang 
‘moved to tha Head Ofice" at Bony (a 12 by 
{orbullding on skids). He did an excelent joo in 
thetic and suprising shippers over esting 
‘of landing points, extending or nearly a 
hundred miles, He also played a very Important 
role in improving the qualty of hogs Inthe va 
the names of $6. Carlyle, LB. Thomson, 
5. Freeborn and F. Newcombe of the Provn 
tial and Federal cepartments of Ageeulture are 
mantioned in the minutes as naving besa asso 
Giated with the Co-op manager in promotion 
Work. These and many others spoks at anncal 
meetings ang other gatherings and presented 
the latest information avalige on breeding, 
feeding and genera! vestock: management 
Many purebred boars wer distrbuted and Boys 
and Gils Swine and Calf Clubs setup. 
‘Glen made many tps to easton Canaca to 
‘seuss problems wth personnal inthe Market: 
ing Branch ofthe apt af Agrculture and with 
‘memoers of livestock organiatione there. Ho 
Became known across Canada for his work is 
{he tise of co-operative livestock marketing, 
{The sucoeesul operation of the BV.CA. wae 
due, in large measure to the 40 yeare which 
Gien Wright spent ther, 

















[Another longtime worker forthe BYV.C.A 
was Ed Chowen. Eds elected presigentat the 
econd annual convention and served in that 
fice for 21 years unt his retirement rom farm 
ing. Having been in business before coming to 
the wos {0 farm, nis experience was an asset to 
the BYV.CA Heand Glen Wright played an im- 
portant part in the creation of tho provincia 
marketing co-operative. the ALC. ana gave i 
thelr song support. Ed frequent sated that 
he did oot believe the ALC, which never 
enals more than 45% ofthehogsar 15%oF the 
tate, could make any real change inthe mar 
ting syst. The ALC. should load the way 
{and become apart ofa National Livestock Mar- 
ting Board, with the power to contol oth 
‘hoes and production. 

‘Others who served as president inthe or 
‘ganization were E4!Wyat (the rst momber to 
Fold this office, EC. Crocker. ME. Brooks, 
RH. Carlyle, A. Harstad, HH. Peterson and 
F Roe. Ore served as boars membore down 
‘ough the years. 

“Ire ea not of sadness in winding upth 
aftars ofa ance thring ane expanding orga 
ation, which wae receiving the suppor of a 
‘reat many people. tas a dificult ack forthe 
fiectore remaining on the board during the 
{inal yoare. Such an ending, however, eannot 
etrac, in any way, trom the tremendously 
wworthwiie achievements of the organization. 
brought significantly larger inencal returns: 
the mombers, particularly In periods of de 
pressed pices 
Ings, and by the crectors from time t0 lime 
were recognized and frequently acted upon 9) 
provincial and federal governments. Avist trom 
{he Department of Agriculture representative n 
(riawa was boing crven though he valey ana 
Femarkes on the beautful countty side and 
fded "So this whore the resolutions come 

"The record of the Blindman Valley Co 
‘operative Association during its fifty-two years 
Ol existence. fe one of which te founding 
embers would have been exceedingly proud. 





BLIGH, EUGENE & FAMILY 
By Hugh Bish 

Courtather Eugene Bi, camowith his pa 

cents trom tha USA. 1s 1901. He went to sehool 

it Rainy Creek. Eugene went to work forte 


“Thorps, Bil Peterson, and the Martins, Inthe 
Bentley Garage. He was one of tho best me- 
tenance in the country and was offered alt of 
{00d jobe in other pars of Alberta, butchose tO 
Spend his fen Bentley. Oad loved to sk. Sev 
fal tines he shed rom Rocky Mountain House 
fo Lake Louise, Grandadelen, Dad, anda! us 
‘boys went skiing on Sunday when the weather 
‘was good. When we gotham trom these sing 
tips Mom woule have anice not most waiting 
torus. Thess wer greattimes Oad passed away 
in 976 

‘Our mother, Syvia, was born in Bentley. 
she went to soho in Blackalas ana grow up 
southof Bentley onher parents farm. Syviawas 
‘ory aetive in church work and raising her four 
Sone She was a wonderful mather ang great 
ook, Mother passed! away in 1875. 

The Biish boys wore Eugene, Hugh, Clit. 
ford, and Norman 

Eugene, Je, martiod Louise Makay. They 
have three children, Shey, John, and Todd 
Eugene, Jr was born in Bentleyin 1382. He grow 
tipand went o school in Bentoy. When he was 
‘ler ne worked on constuction jabs then took 
tipmechanics and, likehisdad. every goods 
He-has worked for many years at White Farm 
Equipment in Ontario. Heisoneothehead mon 
with that fm inthe tractor and combine div 
Ison, Hewes n Paris, Ontario and works a the 
plant at Brantora 





‘ugh Blish was born in Bentiay in 1994, 
lahere ne was raised and atendea school. He 
marred Joyoe Makay in 1955. They havo six 
hidren, Brenda, Hugh, Ted, Beverey, Bonny, 
{and Bradley. Hughhas worked nthe heavy con 





















































struction business most of his Ife, and now 
‘uns. ready mixcanereteplantand gravel Bs: 
inees in Fort MeMurray Alberta. He as anouse 
In Bente, where he Ropes to retire some day 

Ciford lish was born in Bentiay in 1836, 
where he went to sehodl After leaving school 
‘one of his first obs was running "Buggy", hati 
ingdir on the new highway being bul bstween 
Bentley and Rimbey. After thet ne went diving 
truck, hauling new care from Onterioto Alberta 
Ciflord was klled in 1984, ust east of Calgary, 
when thir trac and loa of eare hia train ata 
railway crossing 

‘Norman Bish was barn in Bentley in 1097 
fang went to school ther. Aer graduating he 
{tered the ministry. For over 1Syears Norman 
traveled with Evangelist and party. He went to 
‘many ciferent countries Norman married Eel 
ane in 1877 in Oregon, They are resaing In 
await atpresomt. They are both evangelists and 
Carry on ther workin many of the ces ofthe 
Central Sates and Canada 


BLISH, JG. FAMILY 
By Fern Moody and Norma Dickau 

Me, and Mrs, John Bish came to the Rainy 
‘cree ‘itriet from Welsh, Lousiana in 1908 
wath thee family of Winnie, Alice, Ethel and Eu 
‘bene, and homesteaded thre, 

“ine Carrs, Woods and Pesbodys wore 
als cated in the cistit and each fly ved 
ina amall one-roomed shack with lofts above. 

Mr Bish was omployed at Cummings saw 








‘ill about 2 miles around the eastside of Gull 
take rem the present Aspen Beach, 

He nad suffered fom materia in Loulsane, 
butts health was much improved afer ne came 
ta Alberta. However, he had the misfortune to 
loge 3 fingers and have one foot badly scales 
while working in the mil Later he contactes 
Scarlet fover an the entve family wes place 
Under quarantine 

Sfwo more daughters, Lily and Fern ware 
boimin the osrty years 

Liter Mr Bish traded his quarter forthe 
Peabody land and alargar house was bull 

Mr lish saved on the board of the Cart 
School fr several years before moving to Bon: 
tly in 1813, There they rana general store with 
the ONell brothers on the south sie the main 
Eres. This wae gestroyedvnen the entire south 
Side burned in 196, 

ZR store was then opened on the noth side 
‘ecupied by a Dalry Bar Sinos Mir Blah sald 
Ihae been owned by several people. 

’At one ime, the ing roam. Before it was 
used by the Bish arly, had boon a drug sto 
fe. 8 doctors office and also a cate 

‘Mea Bish helped her husband inte store 
formany years, She was known forher hospital 
hy and for giving travelers meas. This was be 
fore the days of the raltosd and al travel ae 
tdone by norses and wagons 

‘Mer & Mrs Blah were fondly known as 
‘Maggie & Jigge” and their hme was always 3 
gathering place for singsongs and waitations 
{enjoyed by young and old 

"They took ther grandehiidvon, Chesieyand 
Norma Harper, at 8 very young age ana gave 
thom fine upbringing. 

"The community was shocked andsaddened 
by the sudden deat of Mrs Blain 1994, and 
she is buried In the Bentiey cemetery, 

Winnle married Pincay Kelso and they re 
sieed on fat in the Durnam citi and ater 
‘moved to the Vancouver area where both of 
‘hem passed away 

‘Alice married Tom Harper and both are 
eceased 

Ethel married Goorge Davidson and resided 
at Field, B.C, where George was employed By 
the CLP. They lator roid to Victoria where 
{George stil resides and Ethel Is deceasea 

Eugene married Sylvia Petry ofthe Aspe 
lund district and they lvedin Bentley and raed 
A family of 4 sons, Eugene workedallhisitessa 
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machanic and it was sid he could fx anything 
‘They ae both deceased ana buried n the Ber= 
they cemetery 

hy was wel-known lo the community a8 
pianist and she worked in the post office for 
many years. She passed away at Fart Langleyin 
‘2 

Ferm maried W.J. Moody and they lve at 
Vietora 8. 

‘Me lish sold his store in 1946 and he and 
Li reved to For Langley, B.C. where ho lod 
fan active Ife, bullaing a house and having a 
Tauge garden: He continued to take his daily 
walks although his eyesight was fling, He was 
{ble ta mate two or thee tripe back to Bentley 
fad his beloved Blingman Valey 

He passed away at Fort Langey n 1965, at 
the age of ninety-two years and was buried In 
the family plot at Bondoy 

‘The family had always been interested in 
the churen where they lied and attoncea the 
Methodist church In Rainy Creek and Bentley 
and later Joined the Pentecostal church Ie 
Bently 

MI Blish took part in local affairs and was, 
‘mayor of Bentley for one term, 








BOBYE FAMILY. PETER, 
by Hazel Bobye 

Peter Bobye was born at Stusrtourn, Mani 
cba. is family moved to Saskstchewan, andi 
was there thal his mother passed away during 
the ‘a epidemic of 1986 end his father diag 
iddeniya few years later, leasing tho family 
fxphened. He nad two orothers and one sistor 
‘ter the death of ther father, the family sea 
fered with Pete ang hie brother Fred only, 
Keeping in touch with one another. Peto ook a 
barber coures in Winnipeg at age sixteen, and 
fora time owned and operated a barbershop 
in Star City, Manitoba He found tis type of 
‘worked out in fogging eamps in Manitoba and 
farming in Saskatchewan. Like many otra a 
that time he got caught up in the Great De 
pression and. wandered the country secking 
twork. From British Columbia he made his way 
back to Calgary where ne met and mace a ie 
time frend in Andy Harviow. He came tothe 
Ekle gitict inthe early 1030's. where he 
fnd his brother Fred made their home with 
‘andy on hie farm north and east of Ecko 
uring the summar manthe Peto worked #3 9 











farm hand in the Eokvlla and Bentioy areas: 
winters found Rim working in various fogging 
amps around Rocky Mountain House. Lator 
fon he bought a quarter section of land fo the 
Sunset Hil isnt from the CR. He cleared 
this land by hand whenaver he was nt eWay 
working at something else. This land Ne later 
oid fo Mr, S2oke. Inthe spring of 1951. he 
fad his brother wont to Vancouver where they 
found employment in the logging industry 2 
falers ‘They worked on the wast cous of Van 
ouver stand fling Sitka Spruce, which wood 
thas highly desiree the manufacture o fig 
ter planes forthe airforce durin the war Iwas 
tie they were in this Togging camp that the 
amp was tired upon by the Japanese. The men 
‘were al esued rifles to defend themselves in 
tase of an attack Happily trerewere nomore ot 
these incidents and work went on a usu 
Tne born at Eekvile the eldest daughter of 
E.G. and Minnie Erickson. | got my grade 
Schooling at Saima Sonool and finshed High 
Schoo! in Eekvile and Red Boer. going on to 
{ako a Secretarial Cours at Alberta Collage in 
Edmonton, | worked for a time for Mr. JM 
MeDonald in Eckl, an then want to workin 
the Bank In Zeke, Pete and | ware marred at 
Vancouver In December 1942, and during the 
=umnmer of 1943 we came back o Eckville where 
Wwe rantag Mather farm forthres years Itwas at 
Eeille that ur two fons, Roland nd Irvine 
‘ware born. The lure of big! money to be made 
Inthe logging industry of BC wasstrongancat 
the urging of Fres Bobye we picked up and 
returned to the coast in #946, ving such ple 
os ae Tansi, White Rock and Lang Bay. In 
lime, however ths typeof work was Becoming 
{ulte seasonal ang sine tad been along tie 
dream of ours to return ta Alberto farm, we 
{ame home fora vst in 195% with he intron 
St seeking a suitable pieco of farmland. We 
Bought the Nis 19-301-W. Sth, which wasto be 
‘ur Rome for he next 23 years: Wemoved there 
Inthe spring of 1952. There were only about 20, 
‘sores open tor cultivation so tne fist summer we 
fet abot t9 hire land clearing equipment to 
‘pen feds for us. During the fis ew vests On 
this farm, Pete found i necessary to return to 
bush work to augment the family Income unt 
uch time as it ae posible to make a ving off 
{he farm. Our fst fel crop was barey on pew 
breaking and the yield was very heavy. At this 
time awe couldsellwas 3 bushale per specified 
Acre with very tie nope ofan adatianal quota 

















‘opening up in the near future. The culvated 
‘Sraage was relativly small so there was re 
‘ious ile grain we could sol! What to do? We 
oughta liter of weaner pigs from Frank Wine 
fang thus stared to raise hogs. Therester we 
really never hac anymore problems of what fo 
‘owith surplus gran. That winter alter starting 
‘ur nag ralsing venture saw Pete back inthe 
Bush and the boys and | looked ater the pgs 
‘The nen! year Pte had toge beck othe woods 
gin acon ai out unger ha som Pete 
‘The orginal herd of some were farrowing and 
‘vas un fa myselt withthe hep of Roland and 
ment of our operation. all id go well and trom 
that time Pete no longer had to return tothe 
tley and upon graduating fom there ney both 
trolled in technical Schoo! in Calgary. Roland 
{20k Automotives, while Ivingentredthe Ei 
tronics fea 

lana marred Jeanette Caseley In Cal 
gary. They nave one son, Kelly After living in 
Singapore forte years they returned to North 
‘America, and are now lving in Garand, Texas, 
“sere Roland is employed a an Instrument 
‘inaer with Geophysical Surveys in. 

















Irvine joined Alberta Government Tale 
phones upon graduating from Tech, Hemarriod 
Eleanor Urqunart of Red Door They have one 
fon. Michael. They own their own home in 
Calgary 

We so the farm in 1979 and moved to Car 
‘line in 1974 oe logo to ahing ang camping 
‘which ati we wore very enthusiastic about 
ember 1975. | have continued to make my 
home in Garolins. enjoy ravalingso have been 
in the past fow yours, the most memorable one 
being an extended trp to Singgpore. Time and 
health permitting. {hope to make mare trips but 
I'am happy to say that no matter wire my 
travels take mo Ihave ettofingary place! 
nicer than our own Province of Alert 








‘BROOKE, SIONEY AND MARGARET 
By Selma Vig 
Sidney Brooke came othe Sunset Hill Dis- 
tect about 1974, wth his parents, James and 
They came to Sidney's homestead, on the 
Ss. ie20-0-2-W. Sth, He broke a fo furrows, 
calleg i 











He married Margaret McPherson, of Dun 
can, B.C. about 1918, Margeret worked in Li 
Combe a couple of winters after they wore 
marca 





In lator years they had the teachers frm 
‘sunset Hil Senge! Board with them. 


Tay had few acra of fed to farm and 
milked 2 few Jersey cows, 

They drove a 1929 or'90 Chev. Coupe and 
seldom missed a Saturday afternoon show In 
Cecombe or Syivan Lake. 

James Brooke was bornin 1640 and died in 
1939, Clara Brooke was bon n 1048 nd sein 
1922, 

Sidney and Margaret farmed unt the early 
1950's. They then tradedtheitfarm forahome in 
Bently. 

In 1957 Sidney died of a heart attack, He 
was Born in 1885, 





Margaret stayed in her Santlay home for & 
few more year, then had 9 eal, She moves fo 
the Lacombe Loege and later tothe Northeott 
Nursing Home, where she Gied in 7008. Mar 
(aret was Born in 1890, 








BROWN, CHARLES H 
by Alda Stacia 

ur father, Charles Brown, cameo Albert 
In he aring of 190, tom Nebraska, th hi 
wite and thee small ehilen. One of these 
‘daughters stil ves In Montana 

Tie came with a covered wagon, traling & 
democrat, ih alarge erate of chickens Hefad 
the head of Rares and ane sada hors. He 
Stopped near Calgary and bought one milk cow 
and tan beot cows nich he drove to the fam 

‘Bruce Brown, hisson, stl ives on that farm. 
‘tor Charis lot his io @ daughter and an 
Infant san, he rented te fem, and wth Ristwo 
‘Shea clan, tmeaic Orage were 

in 1909 he met and matied our mothe, 
farm, Thee theyfarmedand rasedten children, 
the sone and ve daughters. We ail stended 
Centretew School 

Dad and Mother wer very good neighbors. 
Noone serie our house hungry. naanyone 
‘wo had no pace to go was welcome to sty. 

















to his sons. They sil gather to have a wook’s 
urting each Fal 

‘Our mother would ook ater any neighbor 
who was sick or needed help. She was miguife 
to many Babies, some born with a doctor, and 
ome withavt. Sne was loved by al 

‘Shestilvesinthelogge.t Rimbey andhas 
many friends 

‘Gharlos Brown passes away in 1946 a tho 
age of 741 was eleven month old when they 
‘moved back to Alberta 


BROWNLOW, HARRY 
‘By Marry 8 Hanon 

Harry Brownlow was bornin 1869at Bris, 
England, and came to Canada about 1885, From 
Fon Pitt It was hs fet experience in diving 
‘les and horses, Oa hs return to Manitoba, he 
{ook up a homestead about 100 mies west of 
Winnipeg, where ne spent 10years, before com 
ing to Albert, whore ne homesteaded in 7000, 
And spent the ret of ise. 

He did not do much farming but sold his 
Gull Lakefront property as ots for summer 
cottages, He created the summer resort of 
Browniow’s Landing, and operated store 
thre for the convenience of summer cotagers 
fang homeeteaders, 

His Ife was wrapped up in polis, local 








taste af them all Howasa member ofthe Oxford 
School Distt boars, Councilor and Reeve of 
the MLD. of Lorne, and later the County of Lt 
Combe. He organized he Gul Lake Mutual Tle 
prone Associaton. and was President of the 
{scams Oldtimer's Association Fe served or 
‘a years in these snd ethers. and wes esong 
Conservative, aways working for his pay 











He had some experience with rer boats 
before coming to Alberta, and headed group 
that brought small steam boat To Gull Laxe 
Some ofthe oars ware Mr Walker & Mr. Rass, 
‘was aboare this boat in 181, with fs upright 
‘wood burning bol, @ double decker. 3607 10 
feet long, named the Sea Gullit was used 
mostly for pleasure tours and pile charter. 
Norman foes was the licensed engineer Harn 
boiler. The ast ime | saw the Sea Gull, twas ati 
Anchored at Browntow's Landing in 1811 fatein 
‘move rats of loge anc lumber trom Cummings 
sleeping quarters, and spore a dance Noo. 
‘According to Dave Adams, this bost was di 
‘mantisd about 1905 and helumoer wes taken to 
‘ofthe Kangaroo. eet was named 





Brevnlont kendir 
lbects 





Harry Brownlow’ rst witewas Lena Moki 
ligan. daughter ofsloealhomesteader Shedied 
shorty aftr ther son, Haty Je, was born. Their 
helghtors, Mr. Airs. Os900d took he baby and 
‘aisag him as ther own fo manhood. Harty 
homer, retained the name of Brownlow 

‘Brownlow second wile was Eusebia Dam 
ant sstorof Alfred Demant, wel known fry 
{round Bentey. She was an accomplished mu 
fician and played the organ in tae Anglican 
CChuren in Bentiey, She passed awey curing the 
depression of the 1850 

Harry married a third ‘ime toa lady trom 
England. She Joined the local laces clob and 
took an interest in district activites, including 
her husband's official duties, 

Harry Brownlow cied In 1946, an his wit 
returned to England 

Harry Brownlow Jt 

waite ad ary. 





died in 1980 in 8. 





‘ayer in the say 1820s, and moved down to 
lwnere is store was situated 


BRUNS FAMILY, AW. (GUS) 

By Gus Bruns 

Gus came to Bentay in August 1951 tobe 

prineipal of the schools. At that time his wie, 
fRnn, ana he had 2 chiléren, Gary and Kath 





wo more chien, Jim and Karen, were born 
in Bentay. We enjoyed the community which 








was a grat place to raise a family. 

Gu was the principal for 12 yours Home 
and Schoo! Association was active In those yo- 
ars. Anew high school gymnasium and elem. 
tary echo! were built uring is sty, He was 
Dloesog with good stat students and parents In 
1961 he recoived his Master's Degree in Educa 

3 botore accepting the position of Assistant 

Soperintendent of Schools. for Lacombe 
County. ter moving to Lacombe ln 1967, he 
Became Superintendent. He recsived the cen 

"Gus served as Exalted Ruler of Elks Lodge 
sa1@ and ienow a Life Member, He was and stil 
‘samember ofthe Bentley Canadian Logion He 
aw and helped in the building of new arene 
‘The new United Churen wae bult during our 
stay 

‘ann was a member of the Unites Church — 
sang in the choir and taught Sunday Scho 
‘Sho was also a member of he Bentley Kitchen 
Band 

Gary received an Honors 8 Se. degree. In 
Edmonton he isa chemist or the Departmantot 
fgicute for Alberta, He tests the pestcige 
tevel in foods. He is marries and has 2 children 

Katy got her RAN. After nursing some she 
worked in several doctors’ offices She ves In 
Calgry. She married Jim Phelan andthey have 
Pehien — a-son anda daughter 








sim received # B.Se. degree and aP.D.AC. 
teaching certieste. He marred Pry Mid 
Alton, who Is Loa's Oficer in tho Royal Bark 
in Lacombe. Jim teaches Industral Arts in 
Bently. 

Karan wae a Dental Assistant Now sheseile 
carpeting foran ofice fein Calgary She mat 
Fieg Jack Woodtora and now has one daughter. 


BUCKNELL, THOMAS 
‘By HarryB. Hansen 

‘Thomas Bucknell, SE 17-40-26-W. atm 
land NW. -40-28-W, 4th Tom Bucknell was @ 
hardy old Englishman, when he came tom 
North Oakota. faking over the lang” homes 
teaded by Angus Freseh Thelog house, bultby 
‘Angus, wes to house Tom Bucknall, Fes Pim, 
find Benton Wareharm. waa torn down in 1344 
‘nen Dr-Lelske baught the farm. Ariew house 
{ang barn was built onthe ste 

‘Tom Bucknall was a bachelor, boing mar 
ried in Dakota, anddivorees, Hehadone dough 
{er who used to come occasionally t0 Keep 
house and clean up. Tomwastoo busy to botnet 
‘with housekeeping. He had about 8 dozen old 
‘raw stacks on the place, andsometmes aga 
{sow and liter of pigb in every stack sometimes 
inthe neighbors stacks or in thebush Henever 
Knew now many hogshehad. He kept feed avall- 
‘ble for them inthe yar, But sometimes they 
wandered mile or more away. in search of 
Waters Tom got td of working the old pump 

Tm never kept any calendars in the house, 
anc never knew wnat ty ofthe week twas, an 
didnt care, One Sunday we were having Sunaay 
Shoo! the Gull Lake Senool. Tom was hare 
testing with four ovses on a binder ust across 
the roa, Yeling and swearing at the horses 
Ssrupted the Sunday School. Fialy Me. Court 
‘went over o tak to Rim. He apologized ancsals 
he lant Know it was Sunday, unitenod his 
oraes and went nome. Rough onthe outside, 
Tom was realy afine gentleman. IThishogs did 
any damagetonis neighbors eropehewas Quick 
fomaka restitution He mostly kept tohimeclt A 
few times he wert down to Mrs. Haneen’s for @ 
meal and to pour out his troubles. He let the 
Gul Lake cistrit about 1919, and Bought some 
Tang out in tne Medicine Vailey. Hore he was 
burned to death when his shack caught tre. 
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BULLOCK, MA, AND MAS, ALFRED 

Antred Buloek ane Lucy Henry Martin wore 
maried in November. 187%, Ho was a voteran 
‘fthe American Civil War and was a barber by 
trace. Mire. Bullock was Born in South Sioux 
City, Nebraska, and was a graato of Corel 
University She was an accomplitied musician 
and elocutionit 

‘Fhe Bulloeks had four children, thes af 
whom died atan early ge. That son, ra came 
to the Rainy Crosk ate in 1908 and purchased 
NW 5-20-15. He passes away therein 1908. 
{ined to Nebraska and shorty after, she and 
‘Me. Sullocretured fo this farm, wera they 
lived fora short time before moving into Best 
ley, where Mr Bullock resumed hs rage 9 @ 
barver 

“They bul three homes ia Bentiey and Me. 
Bullock passes away in 1915 

Mes, Bullock was very fond of children and 
taught Sunday Schoo! formany years. Shecan- 
tinued fo live In hae home next to the Unites 
CChureh and later nna nertnencof own unt 
healt forced nero give up her activities andin 
her last years she was ced for by Miss Daiie 
(Curtis uni she ied atthe age of ninety one, in 
4045 nthe lite Nouse where she and Mr 8 
lock had Ived. Thishousowas lator occupied by 
‘many sferent families unt h was demoted 
108) 

BURGER, SAM AND FANNY 
By Abe Burger 

“The Burge family it lows, March 1.1911, 
arriving at Lacombe Maren 15th, with fou ca. 
Toads of machinery, housenoia effects, ana I 
vestock. The temperature was $0 belew 29°, 

‘Ale taking two days to unload the cas, 
nd laas the wagone and sleighs, they neaded 
West to Bemtay, where, on a previous trp, Mr 
Burger had purchased the Snirkey farm locates 
fon Section B-407-W. 5th, 

“The Burger family comprise thvee boys 
‘Ala, 13 years, Frank, 7, doe &, and Ieee gs 
ala, who Became Mes, We. Surat Ava, 
row Mrs Marius Nelson: and Ean 2, now Mrs. 
©. Culp. Another daughter was born in 1912 
She wae named Alberta, and is now Mrs. Jack 
Roberts of Calgary. The hitdren attended 
Cart Senoo|, two miles to the south, where 
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tended Rainy Creek Chuteh 

‘The livestock shipped In consisted of four 
mula four horees and four owe, Sony ater 
Srrking, the horess contracted swamp fover 
‘ano they lost al four. As the mules were n great 
‘emand for feighing and construction, Sam 
So thom, geting about $700.00 per team, He 
then Bought horses locally for much less mo- 
ney, These local horeasseemestowithstand the 
‘isease much beter 

‘Sam as soon elected council forthe lo 
cal mproverent district and held this postion 
fora numberof years. He dis most of hstrave 
ling by Norseback, inspecting roads and atten 
ing meetings, He sede 8 buckskin pony which 
twas, well remembered for Mis beauty” and 

'As the land grow an abundance of hay, this, 
‘when baled, found a ready market 

‘Sim Burger held papers to operat estoam 
boiler whieh: ne often did in treshing and 
Himber sawing time. 

Each Fall Sam would go out to the West 
‘country, big game hunting this being his favor 
ie sport ana recreation. 

He seemed to always know the best places 
to ford the Saskatohowan River and the are 
where the game was. As he was a good horse 
man he always chose an area that provided 
‘9003 foe for his tar, 

THe soomed t0 always return with ® good 
supply of game, and Mrs. Burger loved to have 
{the neighbors in fora sto fy. 

In 7920, they moved to Gieichen, where 
‘they went into wieat farming in big way for 8 
number of yrs 

Wen say etre ta Calforni, Frank took 
cover the farm and carrie on, after his susden 
passing, ie son, Tes taok over the fam, where 
Fest mains in the Burger name 











BUTCHER, GEORGE FAMILY 
By Aloe Sparks 

Mabe! ané George utenerandtamily came 
to the Bentlay distil In July 1984 from New 
Brigden n southeastern alberta where George 
had nomesteaded in 1810. Long years of 
‘drought and grasshopper invasions had so do- 
Vastated craps and gardens that nally George 
‘rove is 1926 touring Chow nortnnsaarch ofa 
few homesite. He found itn the 100 acre 
Takeront farm of Frank Owyer, the original 
ome of Harty Srowniow 

‘Bailtin 1900, the old househad no founda 





tion, sagging floors and whitewashed hand- 
hewn beams, but tothe Butcher farmly it was 
heaven because outside. green lawn, huge 
tees anda view of Gul Lake wore Ikea seam 
worl tothe ehieren who had spent al ther 
Tives onthe tesles, watriess, drought-ridden 

‘The Butcners household goods, livestock 
and machinery wore shipped by rail rom New 
Brigden ang the oles! boy, Tea, went along to 
food ana water the stock, Sleping in the cate 

“Tat frst winter was a very hard ons forthe 
fay. With no crop. here wa virtually 90 mar 
ney. However the Duyers hag left ating garden 
(remember huge heads of lttuce ang two foot 
fale of mubaro), Potatoes and cabbage, mik 
fan eggs were plentiful. Wheat groune for the 
animals was usod for poridge. The family was 
rover hungry. Mabe! Butchers parents In Lon 
don. England aways. sent huge parcels of 
twoollena at Christmastime and that year every 
Sweater and sock was especialy welcome. The 
farm was small but George began immediatoly 
to ler toes onthe remaining fringes, cutting t 
Up forthe much needa wood supply. 

Hara work brought its rewards. Tho next 
summer vegetabiae milk, eggs, Butter and fy 
ffs brought in ready cash when sold fo eager 
iy people wha came othe lake cottages, Mar 
faret earned extra money By opening up and 
Ehearing te cottages ready for summer occur 
pants. Ken and Ted eut and delivered wood to 
{he same cottages. 

“Tee, aged twelve, and Margaret etoven, 
went to Oxlord Seno! with Hary Wikis wh 
Ken attended the smaler grade 1~3annex near 
{he hospital with Elle Skocdopote as tacher. 
‘lee, the youngest, was four. Soon alter she 
fbagan school she broke an arm which hesles 
poorly and necessitated many tribe in to Dr. 
Fenry for trestment. I must have been pitiful 
Eight to see the two giisn to buggy, Margaret 
with he rens, tying to got the old horse to miss 
the rooks and hole, Alice hula’ besice he, 
Crading the aching arm ang screaming al overy 
bump, folowing the prodding ang poking by Dr. 
Haney a8 he attempted to straighten an una 
ling etbow. 

“There was always more work than time on 
the farm but one of the great pleasures forthe 
thldren wast get up betore dawn on a Sunday 
‘moming and go down to the lake to fish. The 











DDuyors had ean old boat, oars and a bamboo 








pole. Chale Ross nag shown Tedhow tostach 
Sine ang hooe and so t wasnt long belore 
{these carly morning expeditions were yielding 
soveral jac 

‘Mabo's spare moments were spent inher 
flower garden. She janed tho Bentiey Garden 
Cue and one ofthe stops onthe clubs annual 
Sarden tour was sure 19 be Mabe's garden. A 
ture ofthe quaint aid Mouse and garden, 

When the Ron Erskines decisod tol heir 
adjoining farm, George was abietoget the much 
needed acreage. Ted eft school and went 10 
work for Dave Schumaker driving tuck married 
Helen Hearstad and ater brie stintin ne Navy 
‘went to work forthe C.F unt his ary death 
in t950. 

Ken farmed with his father later nought hie 
‘own farm, marriod Shifey Mooreandcontinued 
farming ntl his oath in 1974 








In 1848 George and Mabel sold thee farm 
‘and movedta Surrey, &.C. George went fo work 
for the CNR. Mabe died sve months later in 
(Oct. 1945. George continued working forthe 
ENA. unt hie rticment in 1981. At age 89 he 
‘went trom Margaret's home to a retirement 
ome where he ied at age 86 
lane school betorseturningtoBentiy to work 
Inthe Bank of Monte unt her marcage to 
Era Sparks. Thoy now live In Devon 
Margaret went to Normal School in Edmon- 
ton, taught sehoal in Woody Nook south of 
‘Aspen Geach Later she went to B.C, merried 
Erie Westerman, and retumed to teaching In 
4959, She stil Ives ano teaches in Surey. 8.6 
‘George ang Mabel spent only eleven years 
who remember Mabel gente nature and 
(George's capacity for hard work 











THE CABELKA STORY 


‘George Cabetka was born to Joseph and 
Mary Cabelka, emigrants trom Bohemia, iniowa 
In 1863 and spent his st yerain Kansas. tthe 
fe of sin years he travelled by covered wagon 
with his parents ana youngerbrother: is father 
Taking pert in the 1889 lan rush. They sated 
near Kinglener, Oklahoma, As he grew up he 
farmed with his ther and, ater, on hs own. He 
was always interested in horses ang had good 
rivers a8 well a= work Rorees, ang always @ 
ade Bort, 

Tn dune, 1908, ne matied Stola, eldest 
eughtor of Hans ane Camila Hanson of Law 
fon, Oklanoma, and they moved toa farm noar 
Diol. George dic some work inthe oils 
near there, Their son, Louis, was borm therein 
‘April. 1811. In 1818 they sold off thir farm 
feguipment and ivestock, rented thet farm, and 
amo to sate noar Botioy noar where Stoas 
parents and family had sted Yo years earn 
‘They vd fora short time on what is now the 
Cox arm then south-west of Bentoy where the 
“ahraus family now lives. In 1914, Goorge re- 
{armed to Oklahoma and sola his farm thee, 
‘ecided to take hs chance in Alberta In 1918 
‘hey moved fo the Farmer place. where the 
(Charlie McNaught family later led for many 
years. A daughter, Agnes, was bor in March, 
1817, From i918 to. 1923, they lved on the 
Hansen farm as Salas parents had returned fo 
‘the United States. A daughter, Helen was born 
in Dscember. 1922, 

‘During this time, George nad bought his 
‘own farm of 320 acre two miles east and one 
mile south of Bentley. Hebultanouse there and 
the family moves in there in the spring of 1923. 
‘This was ther home unt 1956. 
fang brush and dildo by the newly-ult ai 
road. The land had to be cleared and broken 
mostly by man and Rorse-power. George liked 
his horses and la mach of his fam work with 
them even after tractors were avaliable, His rst 
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lesctor was threeswhee! Case which he used 
{or threshing and grinding feed. While George 
leered and, Stlladidherpartby doing chores, 
‘miking, raising garden ang feeding extra farm 
help, 

in he fal of 1927, the Cabelka family went 
by tralp and spent the winter with relatives in 
Oklahoma, returning home to Alborta in the 
spring of 1928 

‘They attended the Calgary Stampede for 
many years, camping out while there. Thelt 
Children, one by one, married and let nome 
Louis maried Marion Nelson of Rainy Creek in 
‘anuary, 1897; Agnes married Max Moore In 
“June, 7839; Helen maried Gordon Beranck In 
‘January, 1067 

(George and Stella spent one winter at Long 
Beach, Californie. They mace twomotor ripsto 
‘Oklahoma which brought them great enjoy 
‘mont In 195%, they attended the Golden Jubioe 
At Lawton, and In 1864. te 75t anniversary of 
the opening for settlement of Old Oklahoma at 
Kingtsher, At each evant they were recognized 
land received awards asthe proneers wo cams 
the greatest cstance fo attend the celebrations, 

In 1958, hoy celebrate their tn wosding 
anniversary atthe Gontey al wityall thir fam= 
iiy and many relatives ang tions ating. It 
twas 2 grat day for them to have so many ofthe 
family together. 

ter tht yea they rented thet lan - the 
south quarter e0n Louis andthenorth quarter 
to ton-nslaw Gordon Beranok, and maved into 
{now home they'd bull in Bentey. George st 
Tiked to atend the Calgary Stampede, and sev- 
tral times took grandsone with him. Ho snjoyed 
Srving about i the ite ved tuck, visiting the 
farm or dropping in to see ehilorenanatamiis. 
Inlay, 1965. George euifered a stroke and died 
lose than a mont ate 

Stola continued living In thelr Bentoy 
home unt the fal of 1968 when ahe moved to 
tho Senior Citizens’ Lodge at Lacombe. With 
family and fends frequent vistors, she lived 























there hapily many years. She was a 1923 char- 
{or membor of the Gull Lake Searchigh club, 
seldom missed a meoting over the years, and 
Sl atonds most meetings. In Dacember. 1977, 
Docause of fling health, she moved to La 
Combe Nursing Home. She colesrated ner Gd 
Dithday hore ia February, 1981, with forty 
‘ee relatives atending. She fs happy there, 

Lous Cabelka, Born in Oktahoma, came to 
Alberta with his paren in Apri, 1913, athe age 
‘of two years He attended the Gul Lake Schoo, 
fand both Lacomba and Bentley High Schools. 
He thon attended the Teonnieal Schoo! at Ca 
gary for a two-year course in electrical eng 
Reering, and took nightelasesin machine shop 
Sand welding He enjoyed sports and played on 
the Gull Lake bacebal team end hockey team 
‘They played games with foams from surround- 
ing strict, 

Alter Tech, he worked for atime inthe gar 
age ofPaisey and Pangie in Lacombe, and then 
atthe WE Locd garage in Red Deer. Atorsoms 
{ime at this wore he returned Nome, helped his 
dad an the farm, and also oid trucking. He 
Fauld gas by the batol from Turner Valley 

' Yow years later ne bought farm three 
Bertley, $17, Twp 40, Aige 28, WA, where they 
stl rede. The tet Gul Lake schoo! nouse,& 
tog builsing bail Ia 1890 and used unt 1932 
‘when 8 frame school was bult onthe commer 











‘neal mile south, stil stood in thie farmyard 
Several families naa lived in over the yeas 
In January, 1997, he maried Marion Nelson, 
‘daughter of Fred and Mary Nelson of Pin 
Greskdietrct. Macon raceved her elementary 
fchooling atthe Carri school. She attended 
high school at Durham. Bentiey, and Red Deer. 
‘She was United Churen Sunday School organist 
and secretary-treasurr for several years. 
‘con, Nelson Davia, born in May, 198, 
ied soon'attr birth. Another son, Oran, was 
bom in February, 1940. In 1941 Louis heard 
Slowing tales {rom relatives in Washington 
About the wonderful opportunities for work In 
the United States, so decided to give ita ty. In 
Apne, Marion, and their fourteon month ols 




















































on, Oran, moved to Everett, Washington. Lous 
{et wark as a machinist and welder. Two more 
one were bon to them there Fredrik in Febru 
ary, 1843, and Stephon in Api, 1846, 
Althaugh they ala wall in Washington, ater 
five years Louie decided he would rather return 
to ns Alberta farm and be his own bass, When 
Stephen was one month old they returned 12 
thoirhome at Gul ake ang resumed farming, A 
daughter, Sara Maren, was bom in Jal, 94 
lout ade to his farm fy buying the former 
Pollack farm next south of him, and then the 
quarter westof nehomepiace. Inthe spring ot 
1982 they moved inta anew larger home which 
‘One by one, thar tary married and let 
ome, Oren marti Marine Het of Reg Deer 
i August, 1964, Sara mariec Alex Coumantar 
‘kis of Edmonton in July, 1972: Stephen mar 
‘ied Martane Massignan of Miro in September, 
4972, and Fredrik married Ruth Binop of Acs 
niboia,Saskatcnewan in September, 1975. 
Marion and Lovie til lve in thei fam 
home. They have always taken an active part in 
community. ie. They attended Home. and 
Marion taught Sunday schoo! at the Bentley 
United Church Tor many years, She was. a 
‘momber ofthe Gentiey Band for about soven 
the United Church Women and is presently Red 
‘Door Presbyteril Presiden. Shes nterestedin 
Combe Handirat Guid or several years Shes 
falco district correspondent for area newspap~ 





Louis was & member of the boars ofthe 











ural Electrteation Association ats begin 
ning, and nelped erect tne power poles in this 
{rea Detore power wa turned on In 1249. He 
‘vas a member of te Gul Lake Mutual Tee 
‘hone Company belore it was taken over by 
AGT. He hs been on the board of Parklang 
‘Savings and Credit Union for eevera years, and 
ie also a member ofthe Soar of he Sinaman 
Valley Propane Co-op. Both Marion and Louls 
have been members ofthe Board of te ntiy 
United Church, Marian having been board se 

‘Oran Cabela, nom at Lacombe in Febr 
‘ary, 1940, atonded Gull Lake schoo! grades 
‘noto tree. Than the school was closed and he 
‘went by bus to Bentley, graces four to twelve. He 
Delongesto he «4 dairy-caf lub belongedto 
‘Cubs and ten Boy Scouts, and belonged tothe 
Bentley Band for several years. After high 
school he took a welding course at Calgary 
‘Teohnical insta, and worked a couple of win 
ters Ina logging camp In the Nordegg ares 
‘Then he bought a truck-mounted backhoe and 
started in busines for heel. He martad Mar 
lone Heck of Red Deer n August 19. They 
Fave three chien: Oevin, 18: Shela, 12 and 

‘Oran worked for A.G-T for ight years on a 
cow laying Buried cab. He worked in many 
frens, His family traveled with him. ving in 2 
tral or mote from early spring fa feeze-up, 
then retuming home for the winter. After Devin 
Started school it meant the family cou ony be 
‘ith him forthe two summer month 2 he ult 
AG. and w again sellemployed. He has 
Bought more equipment ands kept busy. The 
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famiy lives on tho home quarter near Oran's 
parents, The ellen atend schoo! at Bontey, 
find the family takes an active part in Unted 
‘Church activities. 

Fredrik Cabeka, born in Washington 
February, 1983, came to Canada with Bs pa. 
tents in. 1946, He attended Bentley scnoo 
trades one to twelve, During those years he 
Bolonged to the 4-H dairy-calf club, and to the 
Cube and then Boy Scouts Afternighschoo.ne 
took two-year machinist course atthe South- 
fr Alberta Institute of Technology in Calgary. 

Shortly belore his 21st aithaay. ne joined 
the U.S. Nevy snd spent most of four your 
tnlgtment on a Seeplane Tender which made 
two Far East eruises during that time. Following 
hiselsenargene worked thenext three sume? 
tome and tne winters in the States. He ten 
‘Began operating a machine shop tlie onthe 
home farm. In 1975, he married Rath Bishop. 8 
former Berle postnastr. She had three tee 
fage caughtors, Barbara, Cath, and Cero! all 
how on thet own. Frocrik and Rat ven the 

‘stephen Cabelka, born in Washington in 
‘pri, 1946, came to the Gull Lake alstct of 
Alberta with his parents athe age ofanemanth 
‘ways fond of animals and pe, Neaa 8 pony 
fad belonged to Bob Carve’ Rng Club. He 
liso attended Ovbs and Boy Scouts. He a 
{ended school at Bentley, grades one to twelve, 
‘worked at various things Tora couple of year, 
then took a {wo-yeat course In steam engl- 
neering at the Southern Alberta Institute of 
Technology in Calgary He then aegan working 
athe Rimbey Gas Plant where he fs il em 

In September, 1972 he mariod Marlene 
Masaignan. She has two son; Bran, then eight. 
fn Allan six Another son, Darren was bom 10 
them In February. 197. The boys attend schoo! 
at Bertoy. The amily lives onthe lam one ile 
South of Siaphen's parents, whore Stephen also 

‘ara Cabolka was bom a Lacombe in Jy, 
1048 She attendee Bentoy school, grades one 
to twee, She belonged to the Explorer and 
CGT groups at Bentley and wes amemberof 
the Bentley Schoo! Band. and later the Belay 
Senior Band, Sara continued her edscstion at 
Red Deer Junior College, and Mount Royal Co 
ge in Calgary, She then moved Yo Edmonton 
land worked a9 a secretary Laer, she attended 
tne University of Alberta ang abtined 2 agroe 

















in education, and has been teaching the past 

In duly, 1972, Sara martea Alex Coumant 
rakis. They hove a daughter, Diana Meren, bom 
Inet 1960, ane are living in te Mil Woods 
district of Eamonton, 





CAIRNS FAMILY 
By AD. Cams 


My Fatnar and Mather and two eons, Alex 
and Allan came to Bentiy in 1920, ae my Father 
had been appointed Manager of Merenanis 
Bank tere, 

"He bogan a career of over forty years In 
banking in MeGregor, Menitabe, and worked 
late serving in Re Deer anc Olas. He received 
his thst managership in slay lo 1911 and his 

in the fal of 1820 he was moved to Bentley 
1s Manager. In 1921, when the Merchants Bank 
twas absoroed bythe Bank of Montreal he was 
fetaines as manager uni 1925 sehen he wat 
‘moved o the main rant is Esmanton 

During thir five yours in Beontey, my pat 
ents made many ife-iong fronds who they con 
tinued to e08 periiealy forthe rest of thew 
Tivos and al members of our family had very 
‘warm memories af the town and the people 
fand 6 when wo came 

Dad had’ Mouse but ere a 1921 and a 
cottage at Browniow’s Landing in 1922 0 128, 
‘he cottage was bull by Mr. Claude Wight. We 
‘came tothe cottage almost very summer unt 
‘vas sod n 1048 

Our immediate neighbors in town were Mr 
‘a Mrs Porey Thorp on the east and Mr. 8 Mis, 

rank Thorp on the west and across the alley 
were Mr. & Mra. E. Packer and Mr & Mrs. 

‘When we let entiey cur house was soto 
Me Ed. Chowen 

During aur ve yoars in Bentley Dad drovea, 
1919 MeLaughlin-Buiek "touring ear lean re 
member that inthe wintor sige curtains with 
Celluloid windows wore attached and charcoal 
fotswarmers were used, along with Bearskin 
robes, 19 Keep the occupants from freezing, 

Ny brother and | attended the two-room, 
recbrick choo! which was loeategon thenorth 
fide of the main street am sorry! cannot 




















member the names of the teachers who were 
therebetween 1920 and 1826, withthe excep- 
tion f Mr Thomas, who was the principal and 
Nise Hilda Sogerman, We took piano lessons 
from Miss Sogerman's ster 

Wo attended the Methodist Church whi 
wapatrog ries eile seroes he toe rom the 
Schoo! The minister was Rev, UH Nightingale 
fen of the social activity inthe town was con- 
tered around the chute, Church dloners and 
Sunday Sehoolplcnies, sponsored by the Li 
ios Ald, wore occasions most youngsters In 
the. area "lookee' forward. to” with keen 

‘Bentley eda good skating rik and next to 
ita curing sink and both were n constant use 
during the winter months. | remember Mr. Tom 
loner =a resident of Bentey skipped a rink 
which scquited ite well In the larger Bons 
pels in Edmonton and Calgary 

“The town had a great communty split 
nen they were nat entertaining in their homes, 
they were geting together to hols dances inthe 
nly han own. whizn was owned by Kr Bert 
Willams. "Moving Picture Shows — silent — 
were also shown in the hall and I saw my fst 
Chartie Gnapiinmovie there sting on backless 
‘wooden bosch, and thinking ie wae 8 grat 
overture indeed, 

Whon wo moved to Bentley it seamed thet 
‘very second poreon we met was ether 2 Thorp 
‘ra Damon, The Matrarch ofthe Thor family 
‘vas a gracious, shite aired ite Indy known 
By all and sundry a8" Granny Thorp" Her sons. 
Frank ang Percy owned and opertted the local 
‘garage: her son Bert ran the meat market and 

akery and her daughter was married to Ev. 
Packer, who was a plano tune. The famiy hod 
fllcome from England 

“The Damrons, on the other hand, came 
from the United States. Clarence, the aucto. 
‘oer, was well-known by cattiomen throughout 
[Averta John and hie wife Maggie became pt 
‘Seuarly good frenas of my parents. He was 8 
umour and was the best horseshoe piteher | 
had over met 

‘Other go0d frends of my parents, were 
avez and Zola MePrerson, 

in the year 1825 the staf membors of the 
bank were George Brown, Jean Kant and Do- 
rothy Darron 

“The most spectacular event that | know of 
that occurred inthe Bently area took place in 
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the summer of 193, while we ware staying at 
fur catage at Gull Lake. 

Wie had been atencing a basebal! game in 
Bentley ang were hurrying home because of 
somevwory treatening clouds hat wore building 
pin the northwest Snorty ater we atived a 
‘ur cottage, & hal storm struck and in few 
minutes the ground wes literally covered with 
{lant hall stones, ranging in ae vom golf alls 
{ softball in ameter The largest measured 
land recorced was 13 inches in ercumferance 

Than asthe fury ofthe hailstorm ated, we 
spied the funnel shape ofa tomado across the 
lake, Ast passed aver the arth part ofthe lke 
fad exited st the Cook's Point area, created a 
huge water spout which. im tur, resulted n a 
fouror ve foot il wave. Thi dashed against 
own in any inhabited areas, s0 there was no 
loss tlfeand property damagewas.confinedto 
Some granaris thet were blown apart. The hal 
Storm was reportes to have klleg some Ives 
tock, damaged some automobiles and some 








‘CALDWELL. GAVIN MAN 





LD AND ANNA 
‘By Anna Caldwell 

{Gavin was born in Montgomery, Alabama, 
‘and, atthe age a 19, he ands mater followed 

(Gavin was the son of Ralston end Susan 
caldwell ormery of Lacombe 

1Hemartea Anna Eiexson, daughter of Po 
ter Augustana Maria Erickson of Lockhart 0 
‘They spent all ter married years in the Lock 
hha dstrct and worked three quarter sections 
‘ef mixed farming. Tey had no family 

"They joined many. others, trying homes- 
teading inthe Peace River Block, onauring the 
hardships associated with the re of 
omesteading 

(Gavin passed away suddenly on May 5, 
1959, and was buried in the Bentey Cometery 

‘nina sola the farm to her neighbors, Mr 
‘and Mes. Tom Gyorh in 1860. She then por 
‘chased & home in Bentley and moved tece In 
4963, ang, athe tne of writing stil ves there. 

‘anna was born in Abbola, Sweden, ane a 
ight years of age, emigrated to Canada wit 
her parents, August ana Maa Erickson, 

She took al her scnaoing tthe Lockhat 


















































‘CALDWELL, RALSTON AND SUSAN 
‘By Anna Caldwell 

Ralston and Susan wore born in Ontario. 
After their daughter, Mary. was born they moved 
to Alabama, where they farmed for 22 yeas 
Eesio, Gavia, Colin ana Agnes were born In 
‘Alabemsa a 1810, they came to Lacombe, whore 
Ralston was manager of Lacombe Nurseries. 
Most otis farming years in Alabarnawore sport 
In specialized types of farming, and instructing 
In tat fee. He was later employed at the Do. 
minion Experimenta Farm, a Lacombe, orev 

He purchased a frm inthe Lockhart §D. 
where he ands wie, Susan, ermeduntl 840, 
wen they moves to the Mountain Grove SD. 
‘Tey lived here until thei pasting: Susan in 
1942, ang Ralston in 1940: Both are burieginthe 
Fainiew Cemetery, Lacombe 





Wine in the Lockhart district, Mr. Calowelt 
made good use of his gardening Knowledge 
bstabiahing 2 fsi-rate raspbory garden, In 
njunction with Gavin and Anna Caldwells 
feming 





Mary Caldwell marted Stan Banks, She 
taught school for many years inthe Lacombe 

Essie married George Crawford. They lved 
ln various places, where they both taught 
School. After ther passing they were buried in 
the Lacombe Cemetary. ‘Thay. had tha 

Colin Caldwell trained a8 an aviator. Two 
book writen on aviation n Canad, "Canada's 
Fiying Heritage’. and "Airbome From Edman 
fon", mentions Calin Caldwls fst as ana 
tor. While testing aVicker- Viking, hestruek an 
Uinchartes high tension wire over the St. Law 
Colin 

Dgnes married Ray Burke, and ives mosty| 
in Santa Monica, Calfornia, They were both in 
Insurance and Res| Estate, They had two sons, 

















CALKINS VALLEY THRESHING 
ASSOCIATION 
By Elmer A. Calking 


In tho early part of 1913 a meeting of the 
Calkins Valiy residents was called at the Ca 
kin Valoy Schoo! to form a tweshing associ 
tion of 15 farmers. Before 1813 George cdcoes 
‘was fring steam engine at Letheriege, whieh 
twas used for sod breaking. This was the reacon 
for the water tank uptrant. waa an American 
[Rb or Cock of tna North 

‘new Rumley 82 inch separator was pur 
ehaged trom Rumley Co. at Calgary. The 
engine, separator and Water tank were shipped 
to he Valioy. George Beddoes had no paparsto 
mun the engine, and the boiler Inepector caugt 
up with them at Bently. George hagtowrits ne 
‘exams which gave him no trouble. Hoprovesto 
be the best and most capable engineor the 

‘On the way out they threshed afew stacks 
tor Miles 19"2 crop. They moved & mie N.W. 
following the high ground. Being Saturday and 
lose to home the le for the right, separating 
the engine tom the separator. Next morning 
tnen they came back they found the engine 
‘Sunk down tothe ash pan. However, they eda 
big pole to the divers and i pulled ast rah 

(On the way to Jim Rabson’, ill Maleoim, 




















the water neues, sipped onthe water ank anc 
broke. leg, Cal Thomastookhsplace, arving 
at Robsons that evening, where the aut wa 
kept forseveralyeus Iniateryearsthe ches and 
‘out was kept at George Frasers. He, bing a 

The fst fw years was al stack threshing 
Then it spt up 10 half stack and hal slook 
threshing. This changed about every year The 
last stack threshing vemembor was in 1927. The 
price chargedtasharsholgers was frost, 
for barley and 6 fr whest These prices wore 
not aways the same. The engineer, separator 
‘man, wood cutter, water hauler. and four spike 
pitchers al slot in the Bunk house. The Bunk 
house was mounted on steel wheels and the 
faumer had look attr moving the bunk house 
The farmer aio had Yo supply the wood. There 
wore leo 3 oF 4 grain haulers and 8 bundle 

The farm women dis the cooking. which 
was 8 big undertaking, We had some very good 
‘meals, and aid we ever stack away! Breakfast 
6 am, dinner at noon, lunch aroun & pm 
land supper at 7 pam 

The Association was dissolved 1805. The 
engine was sold to MeTighe for sawmil work, 
and was later burned up i tie. Tho soparator 
ist Glen Crandal's at Ponoka 
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CALKINS FAMILY 
By Elmer A. Calking 


‘Asie Wallace Calkine came to Alberta in 
1800 aiong with hisiather, WE. Calkins, and wo 
Wallace nomesteaded the quarter, S.W. 
41-2-visth. on which the Calkins Valloy 
School was atuatod 
in 1902 he went back to Nebraska and mar 
fied Amanda rckson. They lived inasoghouse 
fon the homestead unt they were abet get out 
togs to be seen into lumber at & ePharson's 
Saweill. This house was Inter burned down, 30 
‘hey dullaloghousewiththehepofneightore. 
Wallace was the ist mail earir from Ben- 
tloy to the Lockrart Post Office, making the 
Journey mosty on horse back onthe tas a5 
{here were no roads at this tine. Alsathe Bling 
For recroatian there was baseball, dances 
and cards. They would play cards and dance 
Unt four in the morning. Wallace ealed the 
‘uare dances and was the ite ofthe party. 
“Three children were born on the homes 
teaa. The two boye died in Infancy. The test 
born was buried just west ofthe house on the 
ometory in Lacombe. The gi, Baulan set 
living at Abbotsfora, 8. 


























Mrs. Calkins dlc in 1909, leaving one bay 
nd Beulah Alera those roubles, he sold the 
homestead to Me. E. Balloy, of Lacombe. He 
than worked around Lacombe fora few years 
went back fo Nortn Dakota or avai He worked 
‘ut thee for a shoep rancher and married the 
Fancher daughter They had farnly of 18 
thilaren, a of whom are ving in the USA 
‘Wallace passed away in 1954 atthe age of 75 








BEULAH CALKINS. 
‘Beulah had no nome fe after her mother 
‘ied. She stayed st Cart Thomas's Yor severs 
Years, attending Calkins Valley School Alter 
Teaving Thomas's sho stayod at Harry Brown. 
low's and attended echoo! in Bentley. Sho ma 

‘ea Earl Cunatfof the Haynescistrict, who was 
‘brother of Mrs. Harry Thomas. They armed at 
Haynes for ton years But de to hall, Wost ane 
rough, they movesto Fert Assiniboine, whore 
they Romesteadea i 1931. They farmed thore 
for 14 years. When Eai!s neath faled thoy 
‘moved to Eemonton, but had ta give up fo pro 
(rest. Thea they bought an acreage at Abbots 
‘ord, B.C. where they had a fruit farm. Thore 
were thvee efile bom to them, wo Boye and 
‘ne it.The git ded In infancy anc one boy 
od at the age of fv. 








Beulah now lives at Abbotslord with her 
son, Perry. Ear! Cunelif wrote @ book hi 
Bc 


CALKINS, CHARLES ALVIN 
By Eimer A. Calkins 

Charles Alvin Calkins. was born in Ne 
braska, one ofa amily of eleven boys and gs, 
Patentage. Hla mother wes Pennsylvania utc, 
aris came to Alberta wih ls fatner and two 
brothers and homesteaged the $1N-1/-4-2 
WSth ving there until the spring of 191; mov 
Ing tos fathers homestead where he made @ 
trade with Mr 8. Galey Noone haslived on his 
homestead since he let. Wiliam Gyort now 
‘wne the fan 

In 1908 Dad married Peart Eieworth, Her 
Fiving in cacombe on Maren fot, 1900 along 
with the Gaeries family. They took up @ ho- 
Iestead in the Chapel citric he NE-a2-¢ 
ZW. Pears parents were John and Sarah 
Elsworth 

‘To this union wore doin four eilaren 
Eimer, April 3rd, 1908, Lawrence, Dee. 22th, 
{atts Jon, Aug 7th 185. ane Mergerel, Aug. 
Sth, 1916 Elmer now ives in ntl. Lawrence 
in Rimbey; Jonn In Edmonton. ang Margaret in 
Fee Deer 

Mather, being ton years old on her arrival 
went to tho Lacombe Schoo! fora year. The 
Ensworth tamiy was tving a mite west of La 
combe for a year, while the menfokk wore 
building a house. There wars ite of logs on 
the homestead quarter asthe whole place was 
hesly timbered, Their reason for loswing Ne 
Draska was fer water and wood, andto getaway 
from eyclones. 

“There were four dg wells on the place, one 
being in the bam The fest dfilee well was 
‘riles by Poling Bros was 65 fest deep and 
has 30 eet of water. twas thei ast well aby 
both tet for oversees Soon ater 

‘Dad was a born horseman, breaking colts 
for the neighbors, He ned very good horses of 
his own, and alo kept @ company stalion 

“There beng not over 60 acres broke on the 
nomestead, ne ented 8, Joppl’s place across 











Chas. nd Pert Cains ai Lawrence, Eh, 





sroundtnetela,ancateloven o'clock hat nigh 
twas alled out 100 percent: thelist hailstorm in 
the area. Hed to Buy seee next spring 

in the year 1079 he sarted farming his 
brothers homestead, and his olshomestesd on 
{2 vantl basis, one third going to the owner, Mr 
Baley 

“The same spring on May At, there was a 
snow storm with dite ten fest gh. 

Tie farmed tnt land unt 1928, then bought 
8 GPR. quarer with only 35 acros broke, He 
‘heared ie and with anaxe and pull ees out 
‘wih norses. Frank Fireh did he breaking wth 
Wis 138 Hart Parr tractor, pulling & 28 inch 
breaking plow. He ater sold this land to Emest 
Hawking, and ended up farming his own lana 
Win the country geting ier he was able to 
break more land on his own quarter. 

He served soveral Terms on the schoo! 
board and wat a member ofthe Wheat Poo! and 
the Hog Pool He ied to play ball ané was one 
tof the frst fo play hockey in the new coverod 
fink in Lacombe 

We mikod wight to ten cows, whien nad to 
be rounded up everyday onthe open range. Th 
‘orquitoes wore thick we nad to Bul bon 
fires to Keop them away. 
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Ho kept 15 to 20 brood sows. It was a fot 
‘easior to Raul hogs to Lacombe than to haul 
grain to Lacombe, cistanco of 27 miles. In 
Ruguet, 1996, we loaded 16 fat hogs in the 
wagon box and headed for Lacombe, Whenever 
wwe camo to some water, Dad would take & pall 
find throw water gn the hogs to Keep them coo 
He got $50.00 per hog: ought Wether a new 
White sewing machine: for whieh ‘he 
$85.00, enough flour in 100 Ie sacks to last the 
winter and alarge quantity of ater groceries, 
In 1912 Dad bought anew Hamiton wagon 
ith box, Bringing Rome a lead of furniture for 
Eagar Wilson, In 1916 he bought a new deme 
‘rat In 1g}6and 191 7he bought anew Hamiton 
“inch plow a 16 run shoe dil an 8 oot aise 
{ive sections of siamond harrows: and a6 ft 
Deering binder, all LHC. machinery Bouaht 
from George Gorties, who ed the LHC. 
agency 
‘Dad bought shares in a steam threshing 
‘outttin 1918 ttookin the wholeCakine Vall. 
Ttto0k 20 men to operate the aut an engineer 
‘wood cutter, water hauler, separator man, four 
pike pitchers nine bundle haulers anc tree to 
four grain navies. The mosis that the tary 
women served were tremendous. ‘Threshing 
from 7 AM. to 7 PM, wo haa one Nout for 
‘inner ana in later years, lunch at pm. 1995 
tras the last year we operated the Out. Me 
Crandall of Panoka has the seperator now. 
Inwloterwe used a cutter or the bob leigh 
After the snow was gone we had the democrat, 
buggy, end wagon: and the saddle horse was 
In 1918 Dad bought a 1917 Model T Ford 
touring car from Mr, Walt Stevens of imbey. for 
$800.00 As tere wore only tratsthe car waernot 
Used very moh in winter. was Usual jacked 




















The Bachelors 


request the pleasure of 


of, Blachfulis 


Maing, Lal, Kristian 2a 


Company at the Hall on the evening of Sept 
earth, 1907 


WI, MacGuygon 


Spevelary. 


Patronesses 


Ms. AE. Bretheur; Mrs, Mo Je Movvihow: 
ths. 6°, Heunediy: Mees. BA. Shulan 
Mos. He Wervel. 


Music by Me 


Dancing, ts. 








blocks until spring. Grading of roads 
about 1826, 

spring of 1920, aftr a very hard win 
ter, food for stock was very hard to get We paid 
258 each for bundles, and $5.00'0 $10.00 fos 

Mother took her grade eight at Chape! 
schoo, at he same time taking music lessons 
Her foleshag brought anorgan withthem Alter 
finishing senool she went to Calgary to resume 
her musi tom @ Mrs. eld, who taught 
Chapel 

Mother received the organ trom her par- 
cents that elng the only organ in te aii. 
She played for most of the dances, and allo the 
Christmas concerts 

Frank Pike's home was used for sveralye- 
1's for dances. They would load up the organ, 
long wit dim Robeon and he wioln, That was 
fhe music for the evening, 

Tn 1917-18, dances were held at our home, 














Morris b 


MeLueen 
RIVP 


every hea. 
‘They woulddance ntl fouro‘lockin the morn 
Ing Then the community hal was Bult 948, 
fad that onde the farm home dances. 
loca! girs, and boarded most of the teechers 
Un a teacherage was bull in 1945 
gelables and wild fruit such a8 blue bers, 
Faapberries, gooseberle, saskatoon high and 
elghbor, we would take the car and camp over- 
ight, picking berries. As Lcoula arive theca, 
Got ls of bey picking 

Mother had two garéens: one at the house: 
the ther ona ill facing south. Thi ie whore 
the corm, “cucumbers, melons, pumpkin, 
Squash, and vegetable marrow grow, a8 the 
‘arden spot was protected by timber on the 
north and eas, We raised [ots of cabbage. 












Some heads would weigh 98 Ibs. She would 
‘make two wooden 45 gallon barels of sauer- 
kraut, seling one to the Butchor n Lacombe 
She would also sll some heads. as cash, 
‘hat ime of year, was hard to come by 

Cectober was the tie of yaar to dress and 
crate turkeys, chickens, goose. and pigeons 
Some years proceeds went o Timothy Eaton for 
‘the wintar suppy of clothing, 

Mother made most of our clothes, such as 
coveralls, shits, ang dresees, Kring the socks 
‘and mittens. 

Wie woule butcher a large sow of three 
hundred pounds oF more, making sausage, 
bacon, ham roast, and making soap out ofthe 
fa We always had a steer tobuteher forint 
We naa mostly chiexen for summer, a5 thore 
‘were no refrigerators. Some folke ai have ice 
houses, Intne 1920 thedistnet rad a bee! rng, 
laherety each famor would supply two yest 
1d eriler A local buteher would do the but 
tering. Each farmer woulé receive a aiferent 
tut each week, Each farmer paid the butcher 
$5.00 fo butcher his animal. Len Beddoes ia 
the butenerng in our area 

For recreation there would be baseball on 
‘Sunday, unless the minister was thee. Then 
You went to church frst and payed ball ator 
‘There were aloo card partes, usualy held inthe 
homes. Two oF three neighbors woula get to 
tether and play cards unt four ar five AM, 

Every. year there was an annual plenic 
Trey made booths trom green poplars for 
shade, where they kept tho Toe cream, lemo- 
‘nade, andthe eatables, There werehorse races, 
‘iferent kinds of foot races, horseshoes, and 
fhe cance in the evenings. ‘Thats where the 
‘moonshine Bootleggers made her appearance 

Mother, Mrs Palm, and Mes. Re would 
‘the cooking forthe dances. Rudy Patt with his 
‘tho or four piece orenestrs: or Woody's rom 
Lacombe, supped the music. 

‘Dad passed away in December, 194, froma. 
stroke. Motherhad a ale n F2orosry, 1945, he 
Coldest day of that intr. Then she went 10 
Rimbay ane cookee In Lawrence's restaurant, 
She then moved to Bentiey. buying the house 
where George Garries had telopnone offic, 
‘The house was bought from Mr Ed Chowen and 
Comaletaly refinished inside and aut She kept 
foomers and boarders an had a good garden. 
She nad a stroke in February. 1965, She spant 
thenaxt 9 years in Parson's Avlary Hospital 
fand'one year inthe Ponoka Nursing Home, 
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‘She passed away August 12h, 


‘CALKINS, ELMER A 
By Elmer A Calkins 

| am the oldest son of Pear! and Charlie 
Calkins, born on my father’ homestead, the 
SW-17-41-25, on April3, 108. That year was 
Unique, in thet my father was plowing in he 
files in February, 

Inthe sping of 1911 our family moved to 
Granatatnor Wiliam Calkins’ nomesteas, the 
NiW-o-t1-2-8. The homestead had been prov 
usly sold to BF. Balloy and my father treded 
his nomesteed to obtain Grandfather Willam's 
omestead. In those days my father used hor 
Sepawer to grind grain and saw wood 

1 stared school in April 1976. My test 
teacher was Miss Bishop, wo Boarded at Gus 
Palms !eomplete grade olght at Calkins Valley 
Sehool in 1824 

‘Upon completion of my schooling ! had @ 
succession of Jabs. di custom grinding and 
Shwing: wae @ hired mend for Wallace and 
Herb Stevenson, and Gavin Caldwell Iran a 
‘lonn Deere tractor, breaking land for Rene 
‘Steoves, and stookea for Henty Castioman. In 
Edmonton | worked at a storage garage for 
Ze0 Paling end In Milt | worked 85.3 
‘mechanic for Fred Facey. Then | went to Lath 
‘ridge with Mike Desk and Albor’ Kemmis, 
fang worked in a service eation there Later | 
fhened for Archie Chiewall in the Lacombe 
free, ana vse a hired nana for Norm Read ane 
Lome Crag 

The wages in 1927 were $85.00 per month, 
plus room and board in 198 ran Rene Stoeves 
‘Jin Deere tractor, puling a twenty-six nen 
breaking plow for which nerecelved veto Se. 
en collars per acre. The wages |ecewved fo 
Going the breaking were $20.00 per week work 
ing ftom 4M to11 Pat, with Sundays ol In 
tho fall of 1926 | stookod and teshed Yor 
Henry Castleman Yor $400 per day. We used 
Tumor Valley gas for fuel unveined, a5 1 
ame out ofthe wel It cost 156 pee gallon. I 
twas hauled by trucks trom Turner Valley. Gus 
Palm sas one ofthe ruekers. Duting this tie 
| bought my tot ear which was 81822 Ford 
coupe. 

In Apa of 1933, |begen working onimy own 
1s a'mobiia mechani, travaling fom farm "0 
farm, daing repairs. When going fo work forthe 

















‘keels Brothers | had to pase through John 
Anderson's farm. The Skeele boys dared me to 
fake out John’s oldest daughter Gladys. Thus 
‘my courtanip began. On Dee. 10th, 1036, Gladys 
Inderson and were marred. She was born at 
ound il on January 20th, 1817, and was 
raised in the Forshee a 

Inthe fal of 1932 I bua shop at Forshee: 
withthe help of Albert Brown. A yea late | 
Dbecama a John Deere deaior In February of 
1896 | took on the Jofn Deere dealership in 
Bentay ftom Morrison and Johnston's Har 
ware, My buildings fom Forshee were thon 
‘moved t9 Bentley In 1947 | also took over tho 
ohool bus contract frm Elton Poling. Then in 
‘May of 1829 sla the Jona Deere dealership to 
‘zs Farrell Gladys ana then movedione block 
north an bull new bus barnsand.ahouso, Uni 
{951 | was 2 partner with my Drotherin-aw, 
Lawrence Gre inthe Bentley Garage 

During this tme, Gladys and | were busy 
raising Hvoo children; Donna, Bor July 26, 
1922, Uanet, bom September 28th 1944. (Wo 
raised her Irom the age of rine day, ator tho 
Seath of Gady's sister, Ruby Hicks! and Gal 
‘om October th, 1948, 

‘ran the schoo! buses for eighteen years, 
seing them in 1985 to Webb Frazell At that 
Pointin time | was offically rticod. From snon 
Unt now nave been involved in restoring ar 
tiques. Ihave restores four ear, a collection of 
pump engines, Nousehols elects, tools and 
odds and ends. Also, during these retvamant 
Years, Glacys workod inthe Bentley Pos! Office 








from i967 to 1977, Gladys and stile n Bo 


tley, butour daughters have maried and moved 
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Donnas school teacher. Shewas marriog 
to Ken Brownon June 2n6, 1962. They have to 
boys! Bran, barn November 23,1962, and Tosa. 
born October 79th, 1005, Janet i aYeostored 
‘urge. She married Dave Fretwell on Apri Sth 
1966. They have two gir, Tora, born May 7h 
1973, and Shannon, Born December 3x4, 1974 
Galis alse a schoolteacher She marred arin 
Wilson on December 3rd, 1965. They nave two 
children: Darren, orn, June 22nd, 1986, and 
Beanna, born May th 1960. 





CALKINS, WILLIAM IRVIN 
By Eimer A. Calkins 


















‘atham ivn Calkins was bor in the State 
of New York in the early 1880's. He moved to 
Nebraska in his early twenties, where he met 
fad later marries Mating Eleva Weight whose 
Parents ware of Pennsylvania Dutch stock. He 
fd thvoe of his sons, heard of the Northwest 
Ferntores, whichis now Abort, where there 
was plant water and ots of imber and wood 
Something very scarce in Nobraska, They em 
Grated to Lacombe and startd t9 190k fr Tour 
Romosteads, which they found in the Calkins 
Valley area, The only othor Romosteader atthe 
time was Frank ike, Thay sure found plenty of 
‘aod and water. This was in 1900 

inthe winter of 1901 he went back to Ne 
braskato bring te rest ofthe fay to Alberta, 
thvoe ofthe Bays bang bornlateon the homes: 
feud. Two bays and two gis weat back tothe 
USA. the rest staying in the Lacombe area, 
“Fwo Boys servag in Worls War One and came 
back OK 

‘ills homesteaded the. N.W9-41-2- 
Wisin. whore Kare Olsen now lve, He lived 
thare orton years ana was he first chairman of 
the Caine Valley Senoa! District Nov 1044 
wn med in 1804. The school was 


Ui. Calin andy 1912. Back ew Lo Walle Char, Fre 


ca 
homestead, which was the SW.17-81-2-¥ 
vo thon moved t Lacombe tun tho At 
tngton Hotel ater a em yar he hen Maule 
thamai om Lacombe to Genty, wh ay 
tra orc using ores ater wing act the 
fat fw years unt faa, when e worked Tor 
Fazzel moves ot Lacombe 
wore ne ved before moving to Gage wi 
Micon ear wre he pase aay 157 
is te passed away nap 029. Ai 
tio wring one Grand one boy are st 
twin 





CARLSON, HANS AND 108 
'y ta Carson 

men Hans was 19 years of ago, he came to 
‘Canada onthe Norwosjan Boat. armed the Ste 
Nengeriord trom Norway. He reacved Halifax 
‘on Api 19,1924, He went on fo Montreal onan 
Immigrant train fst in Canada wason@ 
{arm 20 miles from Montreal He worked nerefor 
‘Simons, then went back to Montvea, to goon 
2 harvest excursion tran to ‘Sookaichewan, 
‘Tore he worked ona threshing erew. Later on 
heproceeded to golaggingin Northern Saskat 
Chowan Ih 1928, he worked oma frm near Sas 
Katoon, and stayed there until 1927. Then he 
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went onto Edmonton, and finaly to Bentley to 
work forthe late Lars Aanmoon. From there he 
Went t9 the John istad farm t0 work. He 

Hans bought the NE. $4-39-2-W. 6th, i 
1957 fom Jon Hlstad. John Hilstad passes 

Hans Carson, namysel, ida Chistaneon, 
iy. 194%, our son, Pater Christian Carson, was 
Born. In Ap 1854, @ daughter, Maron Ane, 
wos bor, 

{an account of aur life during our farming 
years told in the Echile History Book, “Ho 
Mostoad & Happiness 





‘THE CARLSTROM, WELLS, AND ESSELING 
FAMILIES 
By Harry B. Hansen 

Me. Calstromhamestesdec the NW.-#-40- 
28-W sth south of Gull Lake, when Mecame into 
the country withthe Boodos inte late 1290s 
He bult@ fst class log house, with several 
rooms downstairs and a oomy atte The Car- 
Stroms were there unbl about 1814, They had 
‘one 200, Ansrea, and thee girls; Julia ater 
Nis. McDougal. Emma, an the youngest Mar 
aret. Some ofthe children attended the Gull 
{ake Senoat 

‘Andrew used to play the violin along with 
the Boode's dance orchestra Mr. Calsrom 
Duit'a Norwagian fishing Bost, which he ar 
‘hored at the southern end of te lake. Eve 
Used ag it was avery safe beat and Ideal for 
‘ising, 

‘The Carltroms moved away about 1914 
and a succession a people accupred the place 
‘Thote wore tho Esselings, Wels, C. Patty 
Smeltzer, and Wiliam Leis. It now ovmed 
by Vanten Farms. 

‘An interesting tamily wer the Wels. They 
hed five chlaren. Thvoe of thom wore dwarf, 
{wo boys and one gi. She died in her toons, 
‘The boys won the admiration ofthe cistit by 
looking attr themeslias. Seth Wells drove 
about the courtry with his team of ponies anda 
Sleigh or buggy: sharpening discs and oling 
and setting wagon wheels. It was ikea miracle 
to aten him go this rough work and hanal is 
horses.” The other brother went to Portland, 
regan, and sold papers for the Oregonian on 














CARLYLE, ARCHIE 
By Archie Carle 

‘Arebie Caryle was born st Chesterville, n= 
tari, end came to Edmonton with fami 
laon yeas ol. He received his education in 

in 1856 hejoinea his brother, Bob, ina tarm 
Ing venture on land adjoining the Blindman 
River. in the Asplalund bistnet. Farming was 
very sifferant at that time. A number ot horses 
fnd afew pieces of machinery. an you ware In 
Business, You had to be wiling to work long 
Gays. took alotot time to feeaand harness all 
‘he horses ans have them roasy for work each 
tion. They hauled pga tothe Bindman Valley 
CCovap in Bantlay, by wagon or slelgh, as the 
road dictated. I going to tha neighoour, they 
‘ode horseback 

“Archiehae the msforunete plow under ie 
work boots thal fist summer. and, 88 money 
tras practically non-existent. he went barefoot 
for the rst ofthe summer 

In time thy aid acquire second hand ca. 
‘They shared the ear, even ster they were mar 
ried ang raising fame, 

‘Arche married Sara Thiersten (nee Hee 
an) in 1938. Sara was born at Syvan Lakeang 
Tved al er lite in the Aspelund aistrit. They 
have four ehicren; Donna Seggett of Eémon 
ton: David wna lives In the citric and farms 
with his father Nancy Balley of Toronto: ane 
yada Morgan of Gentey district. There ae ten 
sransehisren 

In 1947 Archie and Sara bought the Rls 
farm and moves onto the folowing yest. ie 
Bill the family nome. They were members of 
Rainy Crook United Church unt closed, then 
transfered tothe Bentey United Churen, They 
have alo been members of the Blindman Un 
farm group for many years 

‘Archie was on the Board of the Lacombe 
School Division for seven years. Pros to thishe 
had serve on the Aspelund Schoo! Board ang 
Intec on the Durham School Board Heservecon 
the Aspelune Mutua Telephone Company, and 
‘was its president for 28 years, At that time 
‘members had to repair the phone lines and e= 
Dace poles Alter a storm t wae usual for many 
‘ofthe men fo tun out and help pale the da 
‘ged lines and rstore service, The lacine were 
Always happy 1 havo the lines back in seven, 
fan be abet getintouch with thelrneighboure 
again. 























‘Archie has always been intrested in cate 
andenjoys working witn mem Infact the fry 
think thay are leit love if ee away for 8 
few days, he phones home ta inquire fret about 
the cattle, bore inquiring about the family 


CARLYLE, ROBERT AND DOROTHY 


Although they wore not pioneers in the 
‘linoman Valley, the Caryos is begin farming 
witha tractor motorcar oreleteety and there 
were no grave roads 

‘Whi Bill and Bob began looking foratarm 
inthe depression thities. was a fortunate 
Coincidence that their father, in travelling 
‘hough the ares, noticed a sign on Mtr Mots 
‘ale - 8,000 fr 800 aces! Being something ot 
promoter, but with no money, ne negotiated & 
fea! for his eons. wits ani avery small ina 
Payment for them to make 

TWith low prices, hall and possibly some 
mismanagement, payments due Mr. Mott could 
not ba met. Almost every mal day a postcard 
would arrive rom him="pay at once oF wil sue 
you in one more lengthy message he wrote 
biery of the many times ne had boon Se 
Kees" Unforunstaly, twas tue tat newcom 
fre to the county were often the victims of 
‘eal estate agen, machinery salesmen. and 
of ther inexperience 
Mott was pal in fll twas ironic tate lost 
all gambling onthe Grala Exchange. 

‘Alter acouploot yearson hotarm with Bob, 
Bil Caviyle doeidod there must be a better way 
fearing living, so hesoldhissnare to Archie 
fn took a course in Veterinary Medicine 
favantage of several springs ang supply 
Furnning water to nouses, barns and feed yards 
Operating as Calvo Breers, «nog and cattle 
feecing business was but up. When more land 
Jiro moved tothe Fils place 

Dorothy Heaney ether hameat Ester, on 
the arought-stncken pail, and came to work 
st harvest time for the Heenane and later the 
Begeris. The gomna wage was $15 per month 

Bob and Dorothy were married in 1938 an 
lived for elght years in Mr. Mots two-roomed 
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‘They have both been active in various 
‘organizations and in community atts, Bob 
took a leasing pat in bringing elect to tbe 
iti. Activenpalticsformany years, hewas 
Provincial President ot the CCF and & 
cangidate (unsuccessful) in numerous 
Slections. He wae also Involved In farm 
‘organizations and was on the executive ofthe 
Alberta Livestock Co-op 

Dorothy spent some years as a Cub leader 
‘ang algo worked in Women's Unfarm and with 
United Charen women Sho iat presenta ot 
fectorof the Red Deer Co-op, 

Bob putters around with horses and even 
helps withthe garden. Sometimes he can be 
ursuadod to mow the lawn. He attends less 
felis his tristrations Absent minded as ever, 
he Isoccasionallyremindesof such edente ae 
the ume he started towing the car. with Dorothy 
init ta Lacombe. the rope broke atthe fist 
the garage where to out the car, he was very 
surprised at thereply "What ear” Orthe imere 
Wont Rod Deer fo meet his bother, Bil, came 
Rome without him ang asked why he had been 

“The Garyles ave four sons: Don, who wih 
his wie, Donna, (Chishaim) have taken over the 
farm ana they have twa daughters: Walter 
and June (MeKay) an their two sons live in 
Edmonton: Stephen and Evelyn (Plame) anda 
Son and daughter lve in Jasper and Dwight, the 
youngest, is attending college 
CCARRITT, FRED PERRIN 

By An Carri 

Fred Carin was the second eile born to 
Jonn Charles and Mary Jane Carr He was 
bom at Gastana lowa, USA. on Aug 90,1890. 
and came to Canada in the spring of 1907 with 
his parent, brother Caries (lin) and sisters 
Mary ane Mires. For earyistoy of hetamiy 
‘00 "John Chari Cart 

As young bays, Fred ang Jim spent many 
hours playing and exploring along the banks of 
Rainy Crock, which ran thraugh a corer of tne 
family farm and adjacent property. These pur 
Sulla developed in them a love of nature which 
thay fetaines throughout the ves, 

“There weremany interesting discoveries tor 
‘couple of youngstors in thoes days "The bul 
{alo and the indian tuners ha lett area 
fow scant yess betore. There wae a shallow 
couloo strewn with buffalo bones and skulls, 
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which was promptly named “Butfalo Hollow’ 
tnd a forty foot nigh rdge projecting half ay 
faoross the creek valley and terminating in 8 
point. This proved to be the remains ofan O18 
Beaver dam and was named "Inaian Poin” 

“Frere ware many Ingian artifacts In the 
area rom which Fred built part ofan excellent 
ollection. ‘Mary years later Fred loaned his 
himetlfto donatethe colaction one University 
Dt Abertainmisownnama,rathertnan returning 
{to ts rightul owner. 

‘Avalt mils downstream there wece many 
places” where beaver ms hed been con 
Structed at venous times and the huge “beaver 
houses” were sometimes perched high onary 
bank. Here young Soys could climb on their 
Delite up the runs to explore the inside. 

‘atthe bottom ofthe steep high bank an the 
south sige of hecreek was a beautiful BUBDing 
Spring, running a steady straam of clea. oo 
ola, delicous water ‘This spring supplied all 
the water forthe Cart andNeison fares unt 
‘more conven ant wells ware completed, 

‘along. the path leasing down to. the 
spring, at various seasons, the bank was coe 
fred mith wis columoine, white and yellow 
‘dy slipper, blue clematis, aluebels wood v 
tle, white dogwood and many other beaut 

he beaver ponds and the eroek set, oF 
‘rick” af was called i those days, was alive 
vath waterfowl andthe gonerations of Carts 
enjoyed tne beauty ofthe valley ané huntedand 
‘area of the boavor cams, and some years their 
‘well camouflaged nests were foune but never 
‘proached feo clsaly, as i was well Known 
thatthe nest was touched the heron would 
rod attended the Cart’ School starting as 
1864. School was hed at fet in the churn an 
later that yearn the new school house. Having 
arted sonool n lowa he could now complete 
fhe eighth grade, which was considered aco 
‘uate at thal ime, He was an Insatiable reader 
owever, and broadened nis elo! knowledge 
txtensivaly by so edestion. Hewas endowed 
wwthan unusually keen memory andmathomat 
al abiity. Some years later, many peoplo were 
stounded when thay dlacovered that he cOuls 





























read the dally nwspaper listen tothe radio, and 
tarry on a conversation, al atthe sare timo. I 
‘questioned later he would prove that he had a 
Completa grasp of al tree 

‘Re 8 young man Fred was intrestd in al 
kinds of sports, BU excell at basebal, which 
was vitally tn only team sport whieh couse 
Drganized in those ays 

Being a naturel hunter and sherman anda 
expert shot with rile or shotgun, he enjoves 
{hose pursuits and spent some time ae 93.106 
dn asa cook for hunters in the Jasper, Edson. 
‘and Mountan Park areas 

In 1817, Fred maried Rose Jane Peto, wha 
was the 12th hig of Horace and Althea Petro, 
Wo were early settlers of 1800 in the Syivan 

fase was born at Gettysburg. South Da: 
kota, USA on June 22, 1897. After emigrating 
from the U'SA. the Peteo teil sete fist n 
the Pine Hill ares and later moves to the east 
fond of Syvan Lake 
sled n a small house which had been moves 
Of Sylvan Lake, and as nowsitvated across ne 
toad. west of the Carrit homestead quater 
in 1981, From there Fred worked with heather 
fn he family farm 

In the late fal of 1927, few months after 
<6", "May Mildred, Muriel and Marion nad 
moved 19 the Vilage of Bent, dovastting 
Tomado struck the area. At ths me Jim was 
Ting inte family home wich was undergoing 
ome alterations in preparation for Fred an 
ose and tnir three youngsters to move in 
‘exception of the gardens, ang the lot in the 
large barn was filed to’ capacity, with one 
hundved loads of hay, thirty-four loads of oat 
‘Saw whieh nad been threshed in. and iteon 
toads of graen fed bundles a fotal of more han 

‘The day nad been clear and hot and inthe 
late aternoon there were ominous clouds gath 
srng mio sates. Granana et, 
Grand daughter, Beatrice, were sing on the 
porch shelling peas, when Grandma, who was 
fartar with strms inthe Cental States, re- 
marked, "Theresa bad, bad storm coming 

[At spproximetely 830 pm Jim came run 
fing across the road with  galavanized wasn 























ra, were in the house preparing for supper 
winon they eard slows shouting Thay al 
the house, where they met Jim, and ll stared in 
‘The cloud was approaching from the south 
warp. The roa wes deafening ang intensying 
8 approach. 
storm had hit the frm at enry Stone, one anda 
Yards tom the Carr school nouse andthe new 
Tt Mad neatly removed the hip root trom 
Stone's bam, letving a mound of straw on the 
utes while Henry, his wife, and eldest son held 
































shoulders againet the door, while the girl 
From there the "win ited, like a snake | 
beldby the tl preparing for another strike, ane 
trike tdi! One mile north of Stone's and one 
Bult nog barn which was 8010 100 feet ong, 20 
‘ot wide, and 8 a 10 feet high, and which wat 
siting onthe edge of astough which ren length 
Several feat into the alr, tured through «5 
ogress and sat back down with ane end on 
the slough. it left no visible damage to the 
iging, not even disturbing the excar shin 
“Then st suddenly ited leaving a large barn 
lana "ervethraugh’ ‘granary untouched. came 
down netween those two buldinge and large 
Winich wat well stacked with tools: large and 
‘Small hand fools, a forge, apost il ete. From 
the Carrts vantage poinithey saw this building 
rise int the ar above tne machine shed, 
“The fof, walls. ana Noor separates and raced 
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scr088 the fed to the eas, ike pleces of ear 
board carsthooling in a broeze. Soma ofthe 
field, a mile away, but most were never found, 
“The ‘storm ten ited egain, tesring a fom 
shingles rom the east end ofthe ridge on the 
Nelson machine shed, betore heading stright 
arth, directly over the f0sd, toward tho Car 
‘20d hal had startoa petting down. atthe Car 
Fite. ia that small-group, tere wae silence 
tibich outs be vitualy heard above ho vibra 
tors on every tongue. The black monster now 
ached the comer of the garden across he 
oad and suddenly vse sharply to the east 
[elt cid sothe rain ana hal intent and now 
teshed te porch cn broke he sel ah 
Sent the small group scurrying into the house 
lous andthe size of the al Fapilyinereasea, 
ising ts round lorm and falling 82 baseball 
‘ized Jagged chunks of lee. This pounding 
latte for several minutes unt the ground was 
‘coveredto.a depth of several inches. Aste hal 
Eubeldod te ain inteased to avitual torent 
Alleftrewindows onthe southside ofthe house 
ha boon smashed and hetamily supper. siting 
oid onthe lable, had been peppered with po 
tee of glass. The cedar shingles on the root 





wore riddled. There were hundreds of holes, 
{ome of them an inch or more I slamete 
Se deluge continued wet ito te night ans a 
famiy. bucket tigade worked continuously, 
baling and catching water with every cance 
{blo ype of contaner The oot was leaking 
wrt ke oun pomole sing in 
‘Gardens naa been nammered to obivion. 
and was pushed out ever inches onthe foun 
tTemendous power of such a storm, remember 
tng that he barn loft wa loaded with over one 
Wien te storm vored east it made its next 
‘many beautiful sproce trees, some of hem 24 
Bo nchos in Greter, On mont of tox the 
Saping notes he ground, wn lrg pls of 
foots andsol, 18t034 festhigh, beset. I 
Some Instances large green tees wore wisted 
‘of leaving long sinuous flores of wood nthe 
“Sn the north bank of te crock thece had 
bon ve granaies recently filed wih gain, 
eve were siting Ina straight tine The 0 





iterate ones vanished leaving conia! ples of 
rain o0 the foors. The other thres ware un 
banks snd for a week was heavy laden wth 

"The ast strike was at Gull Lake where a 
tremendous wave pushed water iniand twenty 
nine feet beyond’ any” previous high water 
mark. One man was reported to have neon 
lllee at Gul Lake inthis storm But conta: 
ton was not availabe a this time 

‘Shortly after the storm Free and Rose, with 
te tree children and Grandma Petro moved to 
thelarger Mouse across he road, Te oIahoUee 
‘was boarded up and stood ile fora yoar or two, 
{ana was subsequently moved one mile east and 
‘onemils north an ne Blinaman River toa bes 
‘ut Toestion where the newlyweds, Ken and 
May Nelson, settled an ved ri they recently 
Feied to the senior itzens apartments I 

Fred and Rose were outgoing peop anc 
their Goor was lays open. Many transients 
home during the “diy thites" They we 
never too busy 10 help & fend oF neighbor 
tose times permited. He was always up to 
date on current afar, locally, provincialy, 
‘and internationally 

Ho was involv in the establishment of he 
frst rural telephone system inthe area and was 
‘on the school boar for eoveral years. 

‘When his sons and caughters reached their 
tons, he became an ardent supporter ofthem in 
porting hockey teame around the country. He 
{dressing rooms of hockey teams in Sylvan Lake 
find Red Deer tor several years 

‘The family left the farm in the summer of 
1941 and settled io Rad Deer where Fred was 
tmployed fora time with Centra! Alberts Dairy 
Pool. He then worked for Dench of Canada, 
Which later became ©... Merchandising Se 
Vices, and soon reached the positon of ware 
house manager. 

He was 8 member of the Orange Ladge ang 
wos @ shop stoward ofthe Teamsters Union 

in-1861 Fred and Rae bull beautiful new 
home in Red Deer, but destiny shortened his 
fnjoyment of to twa short years, Fred was 
killed In tragic accident wre working a hie 
Job an July 12.3958, atthe age of 63. 
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ose lived in the new family home unt hee 
death on October 6, 1965, atthe age of 88 year. 

Fred and Rose were a compassionate and 
loving. couple, and’ always) believed. the 
strength of tho family unit was the basic 
Strength ofthe sountry, 

Th philosophy which they held ane prac 
tied throughout their lives and passe on to 
thoi fami was: Live in suich away that you wil 
always be proud ot your name. 
for your existance, 

‘Aways ree! people. You sreno etterthan 
any ether person, and no other person beter 

"There were six ehilaren born to Fred and 
Rose. All of them were born and spent thet 
ehilahood inthe Bentley arezon the tam farm. 
“Theso are: Bestrice Rose, born Feb, 23,1978 
Emily May, born Aug, 1979, cod February. 1920; 
Arthur Le Roy bor Apr. 2, 1921; Molen Grace, 
bom Mar. 22,1823, Daniel Perrin, born Oct 
22."1927; and Donald Molvin, born Nov, 20, 
1860 





‘CARRITT, BEATRICE ROSE 

Beatrice was the fist chido Fredand Rose 
Care and was born on te family farm at Ber 
tiey on Feoruary 25, 1818. She spent her chile 

{She was a most industrious gl and an er 
entstudont. Shohada greatartstictalent. She 
sitendedthe orginal Carri Sehool rom 79240 
4827 ane completed her grade nine inthe new 
CGarrit School in 7953, 

‘On Maren 8, 1938, Beatrice marced Everet 
{Pete} wison Long of Bragg Creek, near Ca 
‘ery. They farmed ne Gari frm in 1838 wnile 
{he Garit arly was in towa during th tec 
pal liness of Grandma Peazody. who wae the 
‘mother of Mra. 4. (Mary) Carr. 

1 1939 and 1940 they rented tne Fred De 
fel tar, which they left when tat farm was 
folate Mr D. Nagy 

David Arthur Long was born Api 20,1998 

e Bentley Hospital 
Pete and Beatrice moved to Red Deer in 
1040 where Pote was employed athe CADP. 
and withthe GAN. Bal Meat Market 

In 1942 they moved to Youbow an Van 
cower slang, where Pete was employed in a 
large lumbor mil. From 1943 t0 1945 they 
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farmed in the Ovchess and Scandia areas in 
Southern Alberta. In 1846 they Bought Broo 
forty a Ricinus on the Clearwater River 

Terry Allan Long wes born on May 1, 1946 

In 1047 Pete accepted « job diving large 
tracks with Dench of Canada, and they moved 
back to Rod Duer He drove the Red Door to 
FRimbay line daly for two years and was than 
transfered to the Calgary to Cranbrook, .C 
Tine trough the Crow's Nest Pass, ving gas 
line treks 

In 1952 the family moved trom Calgary to 
Sacramento, Clit, USN, wherethey poughta 
hice nome. Pate continued driving for time 
fan then owned ang operates a service station 
land used car busines for several Years Bea 
tice worked in'a shopping centre for sever! 
Yeats and ataned w supervisory positon, The 
family spent thar annual holidays a the Rc 
Inus property, and in 1975 they sol hoe Nola 
ings n Sacramento and moved back to Ricinus, 
‘where they retired and are now living 

avis rth Long ws born Api 20, 1980 

at Gently” He inherites his mother's artistic 
talent and won an at scholarship for an exhibit 
at the Calgary Stampede. From this he started 
fon a career in commercial at an eureenty 
Duns and operates "New Sirra Advertsing" 
Sacramento, Cali 

‘avid marine Jacquelyn Ann Philips of 
Sacramento on July 28, 1989, They have Tour 
tllaren: ‘David Neal Chistopher Patrick: Ca 
Sey Mathew; ang Molsse Ann. Te Dat Long 
‘amiy raven bull anew home onan sreage 
st Auburn, near Sacrament 

“Tey Allan Long was born May 1. 1946 in 
fed Deer, He was educated in Sacrament and 
atthe Univeraty of Alberta, where he asined 
is degree in Electrical Engineering Hemarried 
‘Janice Lyne Miler of Markervil, Alberta on 
December 26, 1970, Janies graduated from the 
Univers of Alberta witha dogreein pharmacy 
at the same time that Terry graduated in Eng 
neering. and they Ivad and were employed in 
Edmonton for several years, They now farm 
fight mils wast of Bentley and Torey currently 
‘commutes betweenthere an Calgary, where ne 
‘ employed, Janice works pat time nthe Ben- 
tley Pharmacy and Forhane Pharmacy” in 
Eekuile 

“erry and Janie nave tree chien 























Ezabeth, born July 24, 1974 Rebecca Chris. 
tine, born Feb 13, 978; and Cody Evert, barn 
‘June 16,1980 





‘CARRITT, ARTHUR Le ROY 
By AdhurL. Carr 

ArthurLeRoyCarit born April, 1921, was 
te third child bom to Fred and Rose Cart 
tthe family farm where De spent his eiidnoad 
fand adolescence He. attended the Carri 
School through grade nine. Sylvan Lake High 
Sehool trough grades 10ané "1, and Rea Door 
High School through grage 12. He was keenly 
Interested ahlticsandat 17 years of age nag 
played two years of Intermasiate Hockey with 
Sylvan Lake, wining treteam and lague sr 
ing champlonships Both years nthe spring of 
4829 he was offered » minor professional con- 
Tract with tha US. weet cons league, which he 
‘eclined in tha winter 1940-41 he payed with 
Fea Deer. Joining the Canadian Army the fo 
Towing spring nde his aspirations as. anockey 
player He alsa played baseball, and later fas 
ball. and was a pitcher in the Edmonton City 
Usague in 1947 and 948, He was also interestog 
in track and field and established a igh school 
record of #17 n the ene mile run, which was 
Unbeaten for several years. 

‘er fnishinghigh school, At worked fora 
shorttime atthe C.D. plantin Re Deer and 
thon for Munto and Ssines Lt, dry cleaners 

‘On October 22, 1941, he marries Dorothy 
{safold Grimson, second child of Grimur and 
Ghvstine Grimaon of Burnt Lake, The lived for 
{wo months in Ree Deer and Art joined thea 
lian Active Army in Calgary mdanuary of 1942 
He was posted 12 No 33, Canadian Army Basic 
raining Centra in Ottawa, where he subse 
{quently became an instructor and remained fo. 
four years, Ho ataned the rack of AWO/2 
(varrant Giticer) and served asthe traning oF 
‘er forthe Canacian Postal Corps. 

Inmareh of 1842, Dorathy moved to Ottawa 
ang they lived tare unt the end of the wi 
1086, 

‘Le oy Ear was the fist child born t0 Do 
frothy and Art, on Apri 34, 1943, at the Clic 
Hosaital in Otawa, 

Lynda Rose, second chia, was born atthe 
‘Grace Hospital Ottawa on November 13,1844 

“ohn Douglas (Doug) thd child was born 
in the Ree Door Hospital on March 16 1946, 

‘ster Doug was born the fay moved to 
Edmonton, where At establishes a wood Work 
ing business, specializing in custom cabinets, 
bie furniture, ang commercial refigoator. 
Fo sold tis business four years Inter, in 1988, 
fn the temly maved beck to Red Deer 














Laweence Miton (Laure), Art and Oo- 
rothy'e fourth chil, was born a the University 
Hospital in Eemonton on Nov. 2, 1847 

‘after moving back 0 Red Deer A's wood 
working ability was much in demand, and o 
the aubeaquent yarshe bult over one hundred 
Custom komen m home all the way from Sa 
framanto, Calf. 19 Peace River. Alborta, He 
Slso constructed six complete houses, although 
‘wood working has boon asi line since 1950, 
nas assistant manager with Stewart Brothers 
Lumber Company’ for to years, manager of 
Stewarts Paint Store (Color Style Cane) for 
tree years; commuted between Red Deer and 
Bowcen for vee years, whore Mo was sports 
fand recreation oficer atthe Bowsen Insite 
was manager af the Co-Op Hardware wen the 
new store was openet in the Plaza Shopping 
Centre. for theee years He then went ck tothe 
woodworking business, whieh eventvaly in 
468, brought him to Eckvile. working On 3 
large reconstruction ban the Covlin Building, 
‘The family moved to. Eexville in September, 

Tn thir twanty years in Red Deer Ant and 
Dorothy were a busy couple. They were 
‘memers ofthe Gastz Memorial Church. Do- 
rothy wasactveinheW.A. ang Ant was involved 
with Scouts. He was, atveroustimes chairman, 
fhe Sixth Group Committee, Secretary atthe 
Fed Deer District Counc President of the Red 
Deer District Council, ana a irector ofthe Red 
Deer Region, He wat alsa a Venturer Leader 
wae the supervisor for the constuction of 
{Camp Nelson on the north shore of Sylvan 
Laker and donated weeks of his time. and 
equipment in preparing Camp Woods at Sy 
vam Lake forthe Oomision Jamboree in 1907 
He donsted vires weeks of time and eat 
ment In alterations to the stage and choi lok 
ft Gaetz Memorial Chureh for the nstalaton 

He was a member ofthe Miltia and retired 
to “Supplementary Reserve” in 7088 with the 
rank of Squadron Sergeant Major, and was 8 
fecipient af te G0. (Canadian Forces Deco: 
fation) 

He coached baseball toms asta tame, 
‘and hockey teams incluaing some ety cham= 
pionship teams and two Provinciat Contenders 
atallevele in Red Deer andwasa eter forthe 
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Provincial Juvenile playotts in Calgary and 
Dramelion, 3957. He was member at Active 

Ghratine Grace, thei ith child was born 
‘on June 6, 1949, In Red Deer General Hosp, 
‘Samuel, born Fab. 21959 (6), Les Joyce, 
orn Oct. 9.1954 (7th): Bian Frederick Arthur 
‘bom Aug 10,1957 (8h) Debra vena, born June 
21.1950 (th racley Allan, boen Nay 22, 186 
(Gath); Glen Daniel bom Aug. 13.1965 (11th. 

‘itor moving to Eowvil, 12 years ago, Art 
ane Dorothy continued associations with com 
‘unity services. Dorothy was active Tor three 
{oars wit C.G17. Sho joined the Rayal Cane 
Gain Legion Auxiliary, and has served ae secre 
{ary and. peesigont. ang is currenty on the 
exacutve. ‘Shentiated Welcome Matin Eck 
Diganzation "Welcome, Wagon She servad 
‘our years on the Parent Scout Group Commie 
tao, andis one ofthe Hockey Mathers wha take 
regular turns inthe lunch counter at the arena 
fd lp out with tranepartation ee 

‘At served nine years on the Group Com 
mitt, two.as socretary and seven as president 
[At he same ime he was president ofthe Park 
ind District Counc! andon tha executive of the 
Fed Deer Region Gouna He retired from 
scouting thee years ago ator twenty five years. 
Hehas ervedan the Town Council and hae held 
‘very office in the Eckile Lions Clun, nthe 
Logion he has boon secretary twice and prsi- 
‘emt twice and i curently on another tem as 
Secretar He i a mombor of the. Eckl 
Chamber of Commerce andhas served four ye- 
ars 9 president. He is « member of the Com- 
‘munity Hal Board and hae epent most of nis 
{paretime-overfourhundred nours-Iothe pat 
‘we years, building a fasta facity 

Dt woe instrumental working with Bil An= 
crusyhyn. in starting an ambulance service for 
the Eckvlle ares, anddrovetornineansonetalt 
‘years, mos of te time.on twenty four hour eal 

In 1973 his oldest son, Roy retiredirom the 
army alter trittoon years of sve. and james 
Gauro, moves back rom Vancouver &.C. and 

Roy ana Laurie ugh the Art Langer Hare 
‘rare business in Eckl, wich is now Cari 
find. Sons, Lig. Hardware, sporting Goode, 
unaromat and TV, and Appliances, In 1978 
‘ney bought the Angrusyshyn property whichis 
‘now Eekslle Super Service Ltd. and brought In 
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two more sons, an and Sadie, as partners. 
{Ths business now operates asa Turbo Service 

an, Garand Truce Wash, ttfer Shop, and 
Battle Depot, and leases to tha Eowvile Exa 
miner and Bakers Auto Body. 

'As At and Dorothy have spent so much 
time in social and community services, thei 
elaren have grown up, completely involved in 
them as wall. They aso found tmato take thet 
kids camping on weekends ana holidays, anato 
fake thom to the rink o Ball siamond or figure 
kang, and are prous of tho result 

With tangue in cheek", Art contends that 
the only reason he does so many things is tt 
hel have an answer forthe clogs who ask nin 
Wat he dovs esses raise Kids 











LeRoy Eat Cart, 

Roy was the frst chile af Art and Dorothy 
Ccarrit He wae born inthe Ottawa Civie Hosp 
fa, April ath, 1965. Roy was educated in Red 
Deer Cental School Me was active in athisties 
fang played hockey and fastbal wih Red Deer 
teams tivougn midget age. He ined the Cana 
sian Amy in 1960 and serves with RASC 
find with the Canadian Airborne Rlagiment. He 
played hockey snd baseball with ary teams in 
‘Winnipeg and Brandon Roy served in Germany 
forthvee years andon the Gaze Sing In Egypt tor 
year witn the UN. Emergency Fores. Ho was 
fetuined to Canada in 1967 and ataines the 
Fank Master Corpora. Hehad extensvetrain 
In in ariving, maintenance, ands i, inclug 
ing ambulance. Tha was’ an asset wnen he 
Joined his father, Art, m Eckvile ashe was a 
Grver forthe Eokvile Ambulance for fve years 
He received ine UN: Medal, Egypt, andthe. 
In 1971 Roy maried Pamela Mary Dent at 
Griesbacn Barracks in Edmonton, Roy. and 
Pam's tt child was born inthe Red Deer Gon 
fal Hospital on New Wears Dey, 1972. In 1973 
wes born Inthe Red Deer Hospitalon August 9, 








Lynda Rose Carri 

[iynda, second child of Art and Dorothy, 
was bom at Grace Hospta, Ottawa, on No- 
ember 13, 124 She camebaekto Eanonton n 
1046 and then to Red Deer in 1849 wih er 
parents She receives her esicaton ated Dost 
entra! School andLindsay Thurber Comaosio 
igh Sehool Lynas marta Lawrence (Lary) 
James Greiner of Red Beer in 1963, Lynda and 





Larry lived in Ree Deer fora shot time, where 
Laney was starting apprenticeship in elect 
From there they movedtoRimbay in 1965 anato 
Steen in December, 1967. Lary ls a mactor 
blectrician and nes been manager of Bagshaw 
Electric for several years. Lynda ana Lary have 
{our etloren; Brenda Lynn, aoen Oct. 3, 1063 in 
ea Deer Hospital Pat Owen, born Aug 1968 
in Stetler Hospital Zole Raeanne, born Feb. 5 
1879 in Stettler Hospta Sharon Lorraine, Gorn 
May 12,1965 in Res Door Hospital 
John Douglas (Doug) Cart 

‘Doug, thie child of Art and Dorothy, was 
‘bam in Ree Deer hospital March 16.1936, He 
was educated in Res Deer Cental and Lindsay 
‘Thurber Schools and at NAAT. Edmonton 
Doug worked fora tme al Deeehome, now Mi 
chosen Gente Red Deer. While there ha mot 
Nancy Ann Hart and on August 14, 1068, they 
‘were marred. Short str their marriage Doug 
began taking courees at NAT. in felecom 
GT immediatly after graduation. He hat 
‘een employed by A.G.T since that ime with 
fhe positon of foreman. Nancy is currently 
‘working at Michenes Centre. Doug snd Nancy 
are an Indusirious couple and own a beautiful 
home in Red Deer. Doug and Nancy nave ane 
hile of their mavriage, Shane Douglas, and 
two children ot Nancy's, Tery ang. Tammy 
Han by a previous mariage. Shana Douglas 
tees boin atthe fed Deer Hopital on March 
44,1870, and Is attending school at the Arnie 
Gace Elementary Schoo! n Red Deer 





Lauri isthe fourthehidot At andDorathy 
land was born atthe University Hospital n E3 
monton-on November 2, 247. Laure started 
‘school at Red Deer Ceniral Elomentay, con 
tracted messes tthe beginning of Easter and 
‘missed two days of schoo! afer the holisays, 
From tnen unt he competed grado 12!e was 
evar late and never missed a day of schoo! He 
Sttendea Centra and Lindeay Thurber Schools 
in Red Deer and then attended University of 
Bintan Columbia He worked for Canaga Sate- 
‘way forsome mein Yancower an eturnedto 
Eckl in 1975, when his father and elder 
brother bought the Langer Harcwere business. 
Lurie payed several years of minor pronockey 
‘on the West Coast withthe Burnaby Lakers and 
Whaley Delis He hes played withthe Eckl 
Ssomor team since his return to Albert, He 


General Manager and Purchasing Agent for 
Cart and Sone Lis, and is sh astute and 
pected business an 

Cvistine Grace Care (Chris) 

‘Cris wat the itn child of Art and Dorothy. 
bom an une, 194, She was edveategat Co 
tral Elementary and. Lindsay ‘Thurber High 
School in Red Deer. Chris marieg Donalé Le 
wis Llewellyn (Don) n 1967, Don ands father 
‘wn and operate Llewelyn Electve at Inlet 
nora he isa jourmeyman electrician and jour: 
FReyman plumber, Chis employed at ha rm 
fs 8 secretary. Don and Chis have two sone 
Donat Kreg, (Kreg), Born inthe nnistal Hosp 
fal August 11,1967. and Lewis Jaret, (Jaret), 
orn inthe ianstal Hospital an July 27, 1970 
Melvin Samet (Mo) Cart 

Wea te ash chit Ar & Dorothy, bora 
Feb, 2, 1952. Mel was educates a Contra! nd 
Lncaay Thurber Schools in Red Dear Me! Is 
‘ery versatile anchas worked at soveral occupa. 
andi licensed pt with instrament and night 

ings. He is currently employed by Bal 
Hughes and working on an ol shore ol rig on 
the ivory Gost of Area. Mel maried Henveta 
(Hear Reinhart, of Baw Alberta, in 1970 and 
thoy lived tn led Deer for tee years and in 
Drumheller for one an a half years, moving to 
Gul Lake, near Bentey in 1875. Mel and Hen 
ha two citron: Jason Wayne, born athe Red 
Door Hospital November 21, 1973, end Mary Lee 
Dorothy, born in the Drumhetir Hospital A 
{878 and Hen lives at Gull Lake 

‘Mal married Linga Josephine Gayle Arme 
eau of Eckl September 13.1978, ana they 
have two children” Georgina Lee Ellen, born 
September 0, 1979, atthe Slave Lake Host 
fang Jamie Arthur, born July 12.1983, ngexvlle 
Hospital Mel ang Linda ave purenased prop 
fry at Kinuso, Alberts, and ae balding ahome 
there. They have aspirations of deveioping & 
‘Quest rane there inthe fature 
Late Joyce Garnt 

{Lele isthe seventh child of Dorothy ana 
‘an, born Oct 8, 1954, nthe Red Dae Hospital 
clo was educated’ at Cental and Lindsay 
‘Thurber schools nFed Deer and athe Univer 
Sty ofLethoridge, Univerty of Nevada at Ren 
fan the Univerily of Alberts at Calgary. She 
{thriége and has been emplayed in Calgary 
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forthe past thro yous in ol related industries, 
{Shei also involve witn socal work on avolun 
{ary basis Levlie martid Ronald Roy MolyneUx 
(of Calgary on August 1, 1961, Heisan architect 
land developer in Calgary, 
Brin Fredevick Arthur 

Brian was the elghth child of Art and Do- 
rotty, Bown Aug, 10, 1857 a the Red Door Hos 
Dita He was educates at Central Sehoalin ld 
Deer, Eokullo High School, and NAL. Ede 
tmonton. Bran worked for Bouchard Elecic of 
Fed Deer fortwo years andwiththesame tim in 
Lloyaminster fortwo years. Bran maried Kim 
Ema Reeds of Kiseoty in 1970 Bran and Kit 
hava three sons: Chad Fabien, born Oct. 28, 
1076; Vincent Jeofor, bor Apri 1, 1878: and 
Gregory Ross, Born March 3, 1979, i the Red 
Door Hospital Vince was born at tne Rospitalin 
Loyaminster ena Chad was born in Red Deer. 
Brien ana Kim moved to Eckl In 1978 whon 
Carrs bought the Ancrusyshyn property 
Biren is a partner in tna Eckl Super Service 
Lia, when tney established 





Debra Jean Cart 

(Debbie wastornon June 21, 1958andisthe 
ninth bites of At and Dorothy. She was born in 
the Rea Deer Hospital. She received her ecuea- 
tion at Rea Deer Cantal and Eckuile schools 
Debbie matried Roderick (Rick) Dean Miler of 
Eilon 1973. Rick ss employed with Petro 
Can Oil andi pant operator Since thelr mar 
Fiage they have lved at Fox Crook, Abort, 
Fort St ohn, B.C. Eckl, Leodale, Grande 
Prairie. and Condor. They are present ving 
in Red Deer and Debbie attending Rad Deer 
Gollege. They have two ebildren, Damanique 
Katine, (NIK), born Feb, 1974 at the 
Eokulle Hosptal, and. Kurta. Allan, (Kult), 
bom May 22,1675 at the Eckila Hospital 
Bradley Alan (Brad) 

Brad is the TOth child of Art and Dorothy 
bor on May 22, 1961, athe Rd Deer Hoep tl 
He stated his schooling at ed Door Central 
‘Schoo! and then attended Eckville. schools 
Brad worked in 1978 at Eokvile Super Service 

nathan moved to Stettler, where he worked fo 

‘Stetlr Peed Mil He's currently employed as 
‘an apprentice in the aor covering business in 
Glen Daniel 

‘Gon i the 1th, Chil of Art and Dorothy 
born Aug, 18.1865 atthe Red Deer Hospital 
Gon is the seventh. on, He is attenaing 
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school in Eek and i ardently working to 
‘rare @ career In hockey. He has won many 
thee awards and is also doing well senoas 
tically He ives at home at tho present time 


‘CARRITT, HELEN GRACE 
By Arthur L. Caen 

Helen was tne fourtnchilé of Fred and Rose 
Cart. She was born at Bentley on Maren 2, 
$229 and spent nar enidnood and adolescence 
‘an the farm, Sho completed her rinth grade at 
the Garntt School, 1009 to 1998, and her high 
School at Red Door Central High, 1998 0 194 
Halen worsed fora short time st Youbou, 2.C 
fand returned to Red Deer to work at Eatons in 
13. In 1045 she went to Stewart Brothrs Im 
laments, (LMG). in Rea Deer, where. she 
‘worked for 12 year, and was stenographer. oF 
Tice manager, & parts manager andatthe same 
time was secretary fr the led Deer Implemont 
Deals Association. On June 29, 1857, Helen 
married Deryl Shannon Stel ofthe Craig as 
trict south of Eokvile, Dory's paronts were 
tary sftlersnthat district anaDerylanaHelen 
how own a par ofthe original homestead ana 
have acguved other land. They have Bull @ 
beautiful home and farmstead over the years. 
‘They operata a mixed farming enterprise ana 
have developed and maintamed a sizable nord 
bf cattle Helen and Darylareaetivein commun 
iy altars. There wore two ehlgren barn to 
Helen and Dery Wesley Der! and Leona Rose. 

‘Wesley Deryl Stoo! (Wes) was born athe 
Fed Deer Hospital, May’ 28, 1888, the fst child 
ff Helen and Dery! Steel Hespen’nis chidhood 
fd adolescence on the fem farm, 12 miles 
South of Eeclle. He was aduested trom grade 
‘ne through twolve atthe Spruceview School 
fand was an excellent student, graduating 
1976. Soon after graduating Wes Was employed 
by the Canadian imperal Bank of Commerce in 
Red Deer He eavanced rapidly and was trans: 
ferred to branches at Calgary. Stratrmore & 
Goleman, Alberta However, ha didnt care 
Transfers, 20 left the Bank and worked Tor One 
Year with High Tower Dring. Eaty in 1963 ho 
$nterad partnership andlaunched a construc 
tion frm” Sted Construction af Red Deer 

Leona Rose Ste the second childot Daryl 
‘ana Helen Stee! was born Sept 8, 1960, tthe 
Fee Deor Hospital. Like her brother Wes, she 
drew up on the family Tarm, attended Spruce 


























ew Sehoalthraugh grade twelve, was an ex 
‘cellont student, ang graduated ia 1878. She 
then worked for Canada Safeway in Red Door 
for year and in Calgary fora short time, She 
Teturmed to Red Deor to accept a pasion with 
the City of Red Doorn the building ingpection 
branch, where she s currently employed 





CCARRITT, DANIEL PERRIN 

Dan was the fitn child born to Free and 
Rose Garton Oct 22,1927 He wes barn inthe 
Bentlay Hospital ane spent his hldnaod onthe 
family farm, He attendeg Carat Schoo! for sb 
Years and then moved with his pareats to Red 
Beerin 1947, whore he tnishea nigh school. He 
then attend the University of Alberta In Ea 
Imonton. On Apri 22,1980, Dan married Greta 
‘Charmaine (Ghar) Schiag, of Medicine Ht, 
berta"Don was employed for a Tow years by 
avis and Costa, plumbing contractors. He 
then entered a partnership wth Bil Mosgen of 
Feed Deer and than aperated Car-More Plumb 
ing for soma time. Dan was then selected as 
Provincial Plumbing Inspector and worked rom 
the Red Deer oie for several years. He a5 & 
‘omber ofa 7th Bator, AC A. n Rea Dee 
[tained tho rank of Captain, and was awarded 
the C.. before retiring fo. Supplemestary Re 
serve, He was a qualfieg sanitary inspector 
{ESIC}, joumeyman plumber ana gastiter 
‘On September 3, 1970he was vanstered 10 the 
Edmonton fic, the Inspection Branch, De 
jparmont of Heath, Dan and Char have lived in 
Edmonton singe tht ime and Danis now Chist 
Plumbing Inspector. Province of Alberta. Can 
nd Char had two children: Marcia Jane snd 

Marcia Jane Garrt was orm atthe Red 
‘beer Hospital on Ort 19, 1951 She completed 
her grade twelve at Rea Deer schools. Five 
Imonths before her father’s tranter to Edman 
tan, Marcia marriod David Hodson Pope (Davo) 
ff Pine Lake, on Mach 21,1970. Dave and his, 
fathor, Arthur, Reve been well known Aberdeen 
Angus eattle breeder for many years and the 
young couple bull @ beeutul sige hill nome a 
Short cistance from tne Arthur Pope resider= 
to. Dave and Marcia have to children: Corte 
‘knne, born Jen. 27, 1073: and Colin Dean 
bom oet 19, 1974 

‘John David Garr (Dave) was the second 
child of Dan and Char Cari He was born on 


























(Oct 28, 1962 in the Red Dear Hospital. He re 
‘ceived his egucaton in Red Deer schools and 
Immediately staring an apprenticeship with 
ruins Plumbing in Red Deer He soon earned 
‘manager Dave married “Deborah (Debbi 
‘Riana Hermary on March 20, 1976. Gave and 
Debbie have ane chia, Alans Jean, born Ose 











CARRITT, DONALD MELVIN (DON) 
By Arthur L. Cari 


Rose Carr. He was Bom on Nov. 20, 1890, 
the Senay Howpal Ho apnt hear ae 
School forfour yoars and compte his grade 
welvein Red Deer Don was pater toraeveral 
{oars and has a journeyman cetfieate He was, 
keenly intrest In ying and has hele Prat, 
Commercial, and Glider Plt lenses fr sev 
trl years. Hes also a qualified ArcrattMaino 
mance Engineer - Category A. and works part 
time at he Lacombe sport. He hol cori 
‘cates es well In Steam Engineering and it 
ployed at ne CADP. in Red Deer He was a 
‘member of ©. Squadron, Kings Own Calgary 
Regiment, tor many yoareandvetires to Suppie 
mentary Reserve witmtherankofLieutenant Me 
thas the reeipiant ofthe Canadian Forces Deco 
Tation, (C0), Dan married Doreen Anne Cail 
tarmerly Doreen Bourke «of Kelowna, B.C on 
Gctober 12. 1976, Doreen had two daughters 
Wendy Lee and Karen Anne by aprevious ma 
tage. Wordy Lee married Lesle George Crow. 
ley of Edmonton on August 18,1879, and Karon 
Anne isting at nome. Dorean is ative yoat 
‘oteran of the RCAF and ls now working in 








CARRITT, TOM & JOE 


In the fall of 1901 Joe Carn came tom 
tows ta 266 the country where hisbrother JON 
(0°. Carin) ad sated the previous spring 
ie stayed about six weeks, and, before leaving, 
filed on a homestand, the SW. 34-99-1-¥.5th 
“Tom. Caraitt and his fiend, John Stoel, 
‘came to Alberta and the Rainy Crook dare o 
the spring of 1002, with a carloas of setiers 
ttiects. On Tome quarter they bull a rough 


a7 
board structure, tonped it with a tent, and 
Baten therefor some time 

“Toms father Joe, came ater tooversee and 
assist nthe erection ofa smal Nous, size 18x 
20 foo, for ter, 

“Tom proved up on his quart 
tember, 1903, ne, maeied the 
{Saughtor, Marina aha his wastheirhome. Two 
hilaren were born to them; Blanche. in May, 
905, and Mariam, in November, 1908. 

in the_eummor of 1007 they returned to 
lowa._ They spent tho rest of ther lives there 
near Toms relatives, andsixmorechidren mere 
born to them there, 








J, CARRITT FAMILY 

‘By Marjrle MeNeil 

hn Charles Carri oF J. a8 he was at 
factonately called ty his many fronds. was 
born neat Castana, lows, on May 16,1884. Mary 
dane Pesbocy (May) was born at Oakash, Wie 
‘onsin, on Dec. 17, 1656, an came with hor 
parents, atthe age of 2 to settle near Whiting, 
Towa May taught schoo! in that partof lows, for 
‘coupe of years, and on April, 1888, Jahn and 
‘May wore mazrieg tthe home of the Bride's 
parents, Thay spant the fst fve years of mar 
fea feat Castana, where JC. was postmaster, 
And in partnership with his brothorinlaw in 3 
{Grocery and ary goods store, However. nother 
Bertnerneing cutout forthe tore business they 
Sold out and WG. trinod asa teregrapher, nd 
was posted to Lindsoy, Nebraska By this time 
they nad a family of three children, Charles 
(dim). Fred ang Mary, They spent the next ght 
Years in Lindsey an during tat time another 
daughter Mildred, was born 3. loved the soi 
nd rathordistited Inside work, and think he 
{fom his parents, as they has emigrat trom 
Wisconsin o Western lowa by covered wagon, 
Yyoarebelore J.C. was a member of he Lindsey 
Brass Band and they often used the waiting 
oom ofthe station for their practice sessions 
twas, no doust, ater one auch session, when & 
umber af men were siting around discussing 
{he merits of ving ona farm, cheap land, et. 
len May came nvth anewspaper severing 
homesteads in Canada and remarked, "here 
where you should go to get cheap land 

1h 1898. being abieto get apassontho 
‘ala, 0 8 short Raliay and went to Can 
458 to leox the country over. On the way he met 
George Garris, trom Lincoln Nebeasks, who 




















was headed for Alberta to file ona homestead 
SIC. returned with the report that there wore 
posalbties fr a goodlife here, but notwithout 
Pardshipe, and by ths time he had eden in 
Sehool whieh was another drawback. He cor 
tesponded withthe Garies family forthe Noxt 
{year and when the workload got too much for 
‘one man to handle, and he wae refused an as 
stan, he resigned ane made plans to 90 tO 
Canada Besides looking after passengers, 
freight, massages, ete, he had fo'walk tothe 
Post Oise, both morning and alleraoon, ahs 
pick up the outgoing mai, carry tack tothe 
tation and oven the (ain atved, take the 
‘ming mal back tothe Post Oice. Thismea 
‘ight tripe between sation ana Post Office a 
‘day. Noncoss to ay lass than ix months after 
helt, there were women stalioneaat Lindsey 

“1 arrvad in Canada in Februtty. 1901 
andiliadan the SW. 4-a0-1-W 5, Therewasa 
{2 = 18 tog nous on to land. Some young 
‘an nad Hed on ft previously. but had gen 
‘Up an returned 1a is parents home when is. 
father became Il 6. nad to pay eomething 
for the inprovements. The quarter was only 
‘three miles trom the George Garrios homes: 
toad, atnough in a liferent citric. J.C. was 
invited to stay with the Garres family during 
the next two montne unt nie family. and 
‘equipment arrived. Mr. Garses. helped him 
prepare the eabin by raising the roo! ane a0 
fing two more logs an the walls, and putting & 
teing nt inorder to make aloft forthe oh 
Sten fo sleep ‘on traw ticks, This fot Iatr 
proved @ godsend when the Nolson family 3F- 
fived the next yo 

‘One stor whieh bears repeating ie one 
‘often tla by my parents. wa Apri 18.190, 
fangiL.G-switgand fourchildren wertoarrivein 
{'acombs that day. .C. was up bright and early 
with a team and wagon (probably borrowed 
from George Garties) ang on his way 10 moet 
them, He waa taking the road used in winter 
feross Gull Lake, az it saved many miles of 
trinding through the tres. The fee was mosted 
heat the shore, but he was assured by several, 
Who had already sponta yea or £0 in the cou 
try, that anes you got on fa the lee was por 
fecty safe. One horse had some trouble geting 


























up, consequently J.C. waded water above his 
rubber boats n order to get the horses on the 
Supposedly sole ice Finaly,he was on his way 
fgtin, dumping his boots and wringing out his 
ox: The horees seemed very uneasy ané wore 





stumbling frequently. He reached Lacombe 
Sally and nae grand reunion with nis ami. 
They aie ot start out forthe homestead unt 
themext day an were told then tht the ce ad 
{ane out of the lake A year ater, while huling 
Iimber from a millon Sylvan Lake, 8 neighbor 
warned nim agains deving ina Mole and 
Pointed itout ta him, The hole was ful ssh 
{oe ust ike the epotshishorses noolshed mae 
‘on Gull Lake. yar eatin J.C always declared 
is hal tood on end when he realized that hs 
horees had not beon stumbling, but breaking 
‘through th ie. 

The four Carri chlden, Charis 12, Fred 
11.Mary Sang Mildred’ were the any children 
Inthe Rainy Crk Ditrit for eightoon months 
Martin ie was probably he first omentoaderin 
the district hang being NE: 34-1 39-0. 5, 
fthough he lived on tho nest quarter east He 
‘waa a bachelor, and came inthe late 1800s. 
Martin raised ate and led to discourage ho: 
‘mostoaders by tling them Iwas impossibioto 
‘rice grain hore, a3 sotere wouls mean fences, 
5 well as the lose of free pastures, He eft 
fround #908, Mr ang Mrs, Waller Wood, sh 
aughter Lize, and soon tobe husband, Frans 
Peabody, from Ohio, CW. Uric, wife, daugh 
terand nephew, ftom Dakota, were other 0s 
‘ents Now Years 1902, was spent at the Uh 
home, with seventeen people in attendance, 
‘which was practically all there were in the cis 
tre, 

‘came and wid fruit were in abundance ang 
fresh fish could be caught at ether Gull or Sy 
van Lake a anytime. From five bushels of ota 
toss planted nthe epring of 1901. aout 65 
bushela were put in the collar J. finshed 
planting a small fel of oats on May 16, the st 
{oar They wore looking ively the Ath of June 
but when they looked out and saw an inch of 
shaw, and stl snowing, they began to wonder 
‘vy thay ever came to this God forsaken cour 
try, The sun came out lator nthe day and by 
night the snow had sisappeared,alspeling all 
{heir misgivings, and the crop was relly good. 
‘The mosauitoes and butflalo gnats nearly ato 
them alive forthe fist hx wooks thet summer, 
land the £0 called roads through the bush wore 
terrible, A May quoted rom the post, Wil Carl 
ton, in aleter back nome Tis natthe thefunn 
tat thing a man can do, existing in a country 
tne i's new” Another arawoack was the [ack 
Dr echools. Many of the satire wore bachelors 
land there were not naugh enidren inthe 
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trict to quality fora school as there has tobe 
least twelve of school agewithin aradus of five 
miles 
Tn the fal of 1902, Mr. ane Mrs Nel Nelo | 
and 8 chien, Mre. Nelson's two nephews 
Henry Stono and Henry Peterson arrive at he 
Cart resins. The men were somewnal de 
layed in getting their ses Bult on thei No 
imesteads, sothere were 18lving inthe 12» 18 
(cabin for sinweeks. Themen and older boys nad 
sod root and there was considerable ran thet 
fal, they al hac 10 bea down in the Nouse. Two. 
vweoks after ther atval the number was it~ 
(reased fo nineteen when Alberta, Nelson's 
chile arrived, weighing 13 bs. May Carrit 
‘he only doctor or nurse, and aaa result 
‘Seman. in childbirn, accident or jst plain 
902 brought many more setters, Mr. and 
rs John lish and four een, Mand Mrs. 
JB. Dane and twa children: John Stoela and 3 
nephew of Cs Tom Cart. They al came by 
‘ray of Lacombe but later discovered thatthe 
Fovester and Kooper tamiies hadlcome vi Rea 

















‘Deer In 1900 and 190% and setiog on the north 
shore of Sylvan (then Sake) Lake. Knelpors 
{ham bul unl a road was slashed though the 
timber to the Lake they were unaware of thei 
existence. The Thompson and Bigam families 
‘iso arrived that oar, etting closerto the Lake. 
"Now Years 1909 was again spent atthe C. Urich 
home, this time with thity-tve present and ten 
‘Gulte's numberof Ox teams were used in 
those days ang in some of May Carr’ letters 
she wrote, if hada camera handy | shouldike 
{fo tako a picture of Honry Peterson and Nols 
Nelson as thoy come fram the timber hollering 
Thaw Buck, gee Bright” And possibly ew 
ungrintable words. 
et, LC. Scott, a student minstor sont out 
by the Home Mission Board of the Methodist 
CChuren, started holding services inthe homes 
‘every to weeks, usualy atthe C. Urich home, 
{sitwes larger than most. The fst Rainy Crook 
‘Churen was built that fall or land donated by 
N'S. Nelson and completed ang dedicated in 
‘November 1908, Schoo! classes opened initon 
February ‘st, 1904, with James MeNicol, B.A 
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(iter of Blactaid) as teacher. Thetrst pupils 
were; Frac, Edith, John, Emma, Marius and 
Frank Nelson Charles, Fred, Mary ana Miles 
arts Winnie, Alice and Ethel Bish; Goidie 
Bane and Eva Austin. The frst school was bult 
the same year, named Garit (after JC) and 
vias ready for occupancy by Christmas. The 
Thompson and Sigam chron sarod at this 
Timers it was nearer to tham than the chute 
Regulation desks, @ tal and chair forthe 
teacher, were supplied by tho distri, but very 
Tite eae in the way of equipment. A secona 
hand box stove was donated an the olaer boys 
Kept themaeives warm by bucking woos noon 
fae recess, wnilsthe younger oneshelped carry 
iin WA. Saunders for many years a Fimbey 
Tesident, was the second teacher, followed by 
Miss Jennie Good, of Red Deer, who later e- 
Came Mis RG. Comett Miss Good was there 
in ne never tobe forgoten winter of 908 ard 
1207, when the snow was llinhighits, ana 
the thermometer neatly topped out of sight 
fan etayed there for guite a spel, The fst 
School board was ade up of Nols Nelson, Tho- 
thas Bigom and JC. Carnitas secretary. J. 

































was also secretary of the Local Improvement 
Ditrctfar many years Members ofthe boare 
ften came athe Cart home Inthe aftorniaon, 

holding their meeting url ate Into evening, 

and ending up staying all night. Harry Brown 

tow, trom Brownlow’s Lanaing and C0. Vig 
{tom the Sunset Distt, to name a fw. 

“VE was instrumental in geting the fst 
rural mal route south and west etablshed, 
"82a, He took onthe jab of courier temporary 
for the big sum of $388 tia, which Ne carried 
fn for 19 years unt his 73rd bitnday. ane in 
that time ne missed out ane trp. going By car, 
team and buggy ar sleigh. Many times having 
{ogo through the farmers leis In cer fo get 
round the ait 

“Two more girs were born to J.C. and May 
Cart in Alberta, uryelle and Marjorie. The 
Garritts moved to the ilage of Boney in 1827 
Whore JG. was a ploneerin suceesstully crow: 
ing tuitin the Bentay citric. Ms orchard naa 
both standard and crabapples as wall as plums 
sng Nanking cherries 

JG. passed away on November 13, 1944 
and May on January 24,1951. As | finish tis 








history {cannot help but recall the fting sorip 
ture rad at May’ funeral: Pea 121-1 "Twili 
meth my strength” To the west and north fom 
Carrtts homestead one could see O14 Baldy 
tyes in that ection fr strength tocar on. 

‘Cheries Thomas (si) Cars was boen at 
Ccastena, lowa, on January 5, 1898. He moved, 
with his prents to Lindsay, Nebraska, athe age 
ot four, coming fo Alberta early in 1001. He ro 
‘awed his education at Lindsay and the local 
CGarit school, and also by self tudy, as ho was 
fan avid render and stusied dooply on aubjoct of 
Interest to him. He was also an experimental 
{gardener He remained a bachelor an lives on 
{he nome fam unt 190, when he moved to 4 
tml name on the north share a Syvan Lake, 
there ho lved alone until his halt faled, He 
passed away in September 1904, 

Mildred Frances (Cart, Peterson) Woo! 
‘gar was born at Lindsay. Neb. on April 29,1698 
Sand came with er parents 9 Canada in 190 
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She attended Caritt School, Lacombe High 
Sehoal, and Camrose Normal, alter which she 
taughtforashort time. On July 21,1920, showas 
marred to Leslie Peterson, of Lacombe, whose 
Parents wore former aqusintances of the Cer 
Fits lows, They moved toa farm northwest of 
Fimbey in 1822, but In 1924 Leste contacted 
Giphtnera and passed away on July21, thar th 
wedding anniversary, Mldred was ff with two 
Snail ‘chiaren Raymond Floyd, thes, and 
Mary Alice, one 
‘Miéred moved back with her parents and 
worked a varius jen the ostrit. Sho was a 
jeiphone ‘operator for several years and 
Clerkod at he old Brown and Witheral store for 
‘Some thirteen years. In May 1943 she marieg 3 
Tong time neighbor W.. “Bll” Woolgar, who 
predeceased her In 1959, She continued 
make her Nomen Bentley, unt taking up res 
‘ence in the Lacombe Lodge, passing away on 
March 20,1983 
Raymond took his schooling at Bentley 
competing his High Schoo! at Victoria High 
School, "Eemonton” He enlisted with the 


RCAF. in July 1942, going overseas in April 
1943. He had taken part in many bombings over 


Germany and Mila, Italy. and had been pro 
rotod ta FI, Sgt. but ost is fe ona raid over 
Branawick, on January 15, 1844 

Mary took her schooling at enti, nih 
ing up mith a business course at Lacombe, In 
‘lanuary 1943, she maried Charles Woolger 
They had four citron; Lynn with the Eamon 
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ton City Telephone, Jule, deceased and Kerry 
nd Hol. The two youngest ana Mary alive. 
or near, Qualicum Beach, Vi. BC. 

Muryall (Cars) Sandrock was born nthe 
Rainy Creok District on December 31,1908. She 
received her education athe Cart school ans 
Bentley High Schoo! ater which she rained as 
fa nurse atthe Royal Alex Hospital, monton. 
She graduated in 7991 and that same Year was 
‘marced to Henry Sancrock, who was withthe 
Altera Provincal Police, In 194%, after the 
RCMP. took over the policing of Alber. 
Henry was ransterrad to Winnipeg, where hey 
‘made thei home fore years. Henry was then 
Iansterred to Ota, where they have mace 
thei home since. after moving to Ottawa, Mu 
ryalle resumed her nursing caroor, and aso at 
tended two years Univers, in order to recone 
hee BA.m nursing. They now live in retirement 
And their two children, Jove Median ves at 
Toronto and Gall Is with the RCMP. in 
Winnipeg, 

Marjorie Alberta (Carsit) MeN was born 
in the Rainy Crook District on August 14,1917 
She attended the Cart and Bentley schools 
land was 8 graduate of Garbutt Business Col 
tage, Red Deer. She worked for some time in 
Edmonton and in January 1961 was matied to 
Robert (900) MeNoll of News. They ved at 
Bentoy for ten years, where Bob warked ata 
ious jobs, farming section man, ena gas jockey 
find schoo! bus driver for Bentley Motors. In 
{952 they moved Erskine where 808 worked 
In the ol feds fora numberof years In 1060 
they took over the Lakeway Service and Caf 
Shop at Erekine, which they operated for three 
years. Inine fall of 1972they bought thestockoo 
Erskine Grocery, which Marjorie operated unt 
the end of 1976, when thoy so} tho business to 
their son Gregory. Th hex year Bob, with Ma 
jorie'shelp,bult anew andiager store buldin 
‘which they ater sole Yo Grogary, which he stl 
‘owns and operates. Thoy sill a Erskine and 
thoi four boys, Royce, Duncan, Gregory and 
{Cameron al tive fay close by. 














(CARRITT, JUDSON, EUGENE 

Judson Eugene Carr, (Jud) was bom in 
Wisconsin and, at an early age, moved with is 
parents by way fox team and covered wagon to 
fowa. In 1904, at 48 years of age ne come 10 
‘Albert, and took up a homestead onthe NW. 
22°30-1-W sth, the farm which waslater the Fred 





Neleon family home, and which had a beaut! 
‘iow a the Btingman Valley, 

He lived the ist two years in Alberta with 
fis brother, J.C. Cart and family. thon moved 
to hs own newly bult home on nls homestea. 

Jug was of @ very ult dlsposton, but a 
ways ready to neip along a worthy cause; as his 
onerous git to the Benviey Hospital Cart 
‘Schoo! Libraryandhishelpto many trang and 
neighbors, in fime of oss or sickness, showed. 

He serve for soveral years on tho board of 
the Carsit Schoo! District He loved trapping 
lane hunting, and was a welcome visitor atthe 
homeo friends, whore his aplineted past their 

"1908 he was seriously injuros and sut 
fored'a broken leg while working inte woods, 
He was nureed ang cared for in istong conv 
Teecenea atthe J. Cari home, by hist 
inlaw, Mrs. Mary Care. His log cidrt hea 
Properly, ang he was lft wih 8 bad lim. 

"in 1819 he sola his farm this nephew by 
mariage, Fred Nelson, and went to lve with Mr 
Sn Wr. Bill Bogert. nate Ie he was often 
ana was cared for by Mrs. Bogert or inthe hos 
pital 

[Atle death in ana, 1929, the business 
men of Bentley made collection among them 
‘oivesto putflowersonhicasket However the 
Fesponse was so goneous,tney found them 
Seies with asum of money farinexcessof what 
the lowers cost, so they purchased atinemoris 
tai, which they presented to the hospital In 
his memory. This was a most tting use forthe 
tonya ing nis eine a was 8 gon 
‘many times a patient there 









CARRUTHERS, MELVILLE & MERRON 
‘Sy Marron Carruthers 

In October of 1945 wo arrives in Bentey, 
Avera from Chiliwack, 8.C. and short after 
‘urarrval: movedont te Edin Chow frm, 
south of fown: now owned by Bill Allan. 

In March of 7888 we bought and moved 
conto the farm owned by Albert Reimche, nthe 
Rainy Creek siti 

"The enildren attended Carritt Schoo! uni 
1959, when it was closed ang they were bused 
Into Bentley, Before te Carntt Senco! closed. 
‘Doreen took her high school in Bentley and 
Worked in the drug store for Grant Sanders. 

“Aareat del of har labor went iniotho farm 
as there was alt of Bush fo be cleared. 








Mlle rd Merino 
foul ia Moron Shes Soho, Mea, 


[Amuch needed new barn was Dulin 1948 
49andtne power broughtin. In 98Sapiecewas 
‘added to the Rouse, adaing tothe comforts ofa 
large family. Robert Nelson ug the well sh 
putin the plumbing: bath, tole te 
uring the years we vod hore, most of he 
quarter was cleared and broken. The older 
hidren joined the cal club and we got into 
‘Baryimaried Alcs fman of Calgary and 
‘ney lve on an acreage at Alri. He isin 
few yous, then atfendad North West Bible Co 
lege in Edmonton for three years. He marred 
‘Adele Readner of Edmonton and they were in 
thaministry tor ton yoars. They now lvein Red 
Door and ne isa licensing inspector for Alber 
Social Service. They nave four eidren 
‘Doreen went trough university fora phar 
macist. She is prosenty Administrative Officer 
{or the Faculty of Pharmacy: Co-ordinator of 
Continuing Pharmacy Education. She therefore 
traveloa great deal. She married Leonara inj 
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‘of Edmonton, ahigh school teacher. They have 
‘hee emldron 

laine trained in Edmonton University Hos- 
pital fora laboratory techniclan. Because oft 
healtn ane was sent tothe Good Samartan Hos 
pital in Phoenix, Arizona, to work ‘There she 
‘met andmarried Donald Pan. Hehashisown 
Business, Arizona Marketing Incorpo 
‘Thay have ono con 

‘barry attended Tech. in Calgary, whore he 
met and married Eitieda Dyck. Barry has his 
‘Own business Inland development and eal est- 
Sta. They have tree chien 

laine worked in Edmonton, where he met 
‘and martied Deanna Foreyhe. Blaine works for 
the Unemployment Ineurance Ca, and Deanna 
ig't legal secretary. ‘Thay have two children. 

Shorr took a Beauty Culture course inthe 
Fea Deer Compasite High School, and worked 
in Edmonton fora whl, Later she went to Pho 
‘nix, Arizona and worked atRer profession. Be 
Cause of il health she sttended collage there 
[angtrainefora Doctors Aasstantina medial 
lnc. She married im Jarra Jim is with the 
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‘Arizona Fite Department, They have a chosen 

‘Sandra attended University in Edmonton 
and took Pharmacy. Later she went to London, 
Gntarie for farther training, where she met and 
marred Dr. Ted Kryn. She has her own shar 
macy in the same cline as her husband's office. 
‘They havo a son. 

1908 wo sold the farm to Jim Nelson, an 
opt the acreage with buldings. Because of 
Movies il heath we sold the screage anc 
Spent the winter of 1967 in Penticton, 8. e- 
{Wrming to Syven Lake in Ape of 1968. In June 
of 1968 we Bought a email comfortable house 
fon 47-8. Avenue, and are enjoying Out rete: 
‘ment and relatively 900d heath 








CASTLEMAN, HENRY & SOPHIE 
By Sophie Castioman 

Henry Andrew Casteman, one of en chil 
ren, was born in eMoines, iowa, US-A.on Sep- 
tember 14; 1860, He came fo Alberts around 
the turn of the gentry via horseback ac- 
‘companying his sister and her husband. May 
nd Jay Ashton, who came by team and cov 
fred wagon. Henry took out & homestead in 
the Benjamin Distncton the NE e-is-t-2-5, 

“Among the jobs Henry ai then was to co 
liver the mal and wnetover ese needodolver 
ing, between Rimbey and Lacomie by team and 








wagon for @ number of years. In fact, when he 
ras courting me, his wile to be our mode of 
{vt nas wt isame team ana boy wih 
Heory always said that his customers sid that 
he took their mail an toi aw 

1PSophie Lawrenca Larsen, wes born oneot 
seven children, in Norway, noi, USA. on 
February 21895" | came to Canada with my 
parents and family, Mr ands. Jona Larsen 12 
Biackfads by train, in Apel 1913. | marriod 
Henry on March 6, 1818 n Syvan Lake, Alberta. 
Worst lvedon the “lution ace” across fom 
Gonterview Senool and it was there we wore 
‘hivereed by neighbors and tence We tlso 
farmed the Wison Cox far thre. remember 
place Inthe Chapel cst, we haa to ford the 
fiver and ran ino some Wouble 30 Henry gave 
fhe horses their head ang we crossee the vor 
‘without forther rouble. From that farm wo wont 
{o tho Riddle farm where Pril Mathews now 
lives and trom there we moved tothe farminthe 
‘Outlet District where we Buitournousein 1320, 
andthe addition in 1928. urson angaughtor- 
invaw tl ive In this house. Henry anc Jake 
‘Wntworth were partners in a custom threshing 
business and ala custom threshing for years 
toughout the Outlet District Hank Hankins 
find Henry dd thie same custom work for some 

































































years too. We lived here until Henrys death in 
485! and in 1952 moved inte Bentley and ved 
here unt my move into the Lacombe Senior 
CCizers Lodge in 1980 

Our two chidron were Dors, born March 
22,827 and Dona born August 2, 1008, Doris 
taught school for yours beloreandater ner mar 
Fiage to John Warke, Pio Lake on July 6 7949, 
{Fo tham were born four ehilren, Susan, now 
‘Mrs. Ed. Gumby who is 2 nurse and Ives at 
Comox. 8.0: Wendy, now Mss. Tayior who is 
fa secretary-manager and lives in Lacombe 
tye who fea aileron ol ig. married ana 
lis at Pina Lako and Teery whe Is manager 
of 8 stare in Red Door and also lives thee, 
‘Bon was marid to Laura Laux an October 
0, 1962 and ta them were born two daught 
fr, Heathor who orks na bank for some 
Years and is now Mrs. Bob James living at Bal 
ae with thei daughter Carte, ana Ruth, now 
firs. Mike Topelka, and they ae presently fy 





ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Compiled by Wary Holmes and Jean Szasz 


ur Lady of Perpetual Help, Roman Ca: 
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tholle Chuten was bul in Bentley in 1949, ater 
holding services In the homes and the CPR. 
Station waiting room for 25 yeas 

eather Harrison was the fist priest whom 
wo remember serving thisparsh rom cacombe. 
Fathor Pat Rooney folowea in 13tsora6anahe 
‘decided we shoulghaveachureh,s0itbecames 
realty withthe holp of Father Murphy of Rim 
bey. They drew up the plans anditwas bait wth 
Al'volunter labor The laces group than was 
"The Lagies Altar Sociey" We are now the 
Catholic Womens League. The first wedding 
was Grace Hersen and Tony Tharou, who 

The folowing names ave the priests who 
served tla area — Hatrison, Rooney, MeDo 
ald, MacOonnel, McDonald, Sullvan, Hotter 
Pan and at time of wing, Father Rormane! of 
Syvan Lake Parish 


CCHALLAND, MERTON AND FAMILY 

‘After the death of thee parents, the Chal- 
land brothers, Torry, Clarence, CaudeandMer 
ton came from fowa fo Alberta and arved in 
March 1005 nthe Witenburg (Leeda) aatct. 
Terry, Clarence and Claude seed there and 
Merton took s homestead, butler sod 

In 1910, he drove the mal rom Lacombe to 
Fimbey. Roads were poor and he ofton had to 
fe! groceries. ete in acombe ang Bring them 
Back to Rimbey. This was a cold job in winter 
time with teary and wagon or sleigh and he n= 
vested in a butflo overcast which served him 

in January, 1813, ne married Prena Shoup 
of Leedale. Shs adeomethere wither parents 
in 1007 a te age of fourteen years. Attorney 
married they Ives in Lacombe fora shor time 
and lator wont to Brooks ana Tle areas where 
thy Relped in making irigation etches, which 
wore all done with man ans horse power. Later 
they came beck and purchased farm east of 
Lacombe, Daughter, ene, was born here, 

In 1947, they sold thet farm and moved to 
the Bentley area, where they entes a house to 
liven unt they could bud a house and barn 
and gril a wel on thei farm 3 miles noth and 
‘ne-haif mile east of Bently. 

in July, 1918, another daughter, Vera, was 

The folowing winter was the year of the 

iu’ wnen many people died, but fortunately 
one af the family succumbed, even though 
‘thoy all wore il 

















Farming was hard work n those days. Mer 
ton had to first clear the land, which was done 
with an axe, grub hoe ana a toam of horses. 
Many times indians were rire to help withthe 
Clearing, They would pitch their tents in the 
trees and everyday wouldcame for milk, cream 
'9998 potatoes and even asked for cooks. One 
farniy had 8 very slek old man ana thay asked 
{or food for him, 80 Phena made some good 
homemade coup and a custard for him. This 
‘was continued but the old men soon died. Hay 
Ing ecelvee permission Wom their chietin Hob 


bema, they got the Methodist minister rom 
Bently to pertorm tha bural service and they 
buried im out inthe pasture ang fence the 
‘rave 1 Koop the narsas and cattle out 

“Ine winters were cold ane war cothing| 
was needed whan doing the chores or gaing to 
town with porses and buggy or on norseback. In 
wintertime. ona went with a team and open 
Sleigh and roads were fen cited full wien 
meant shovaling one's way trough the drift 

THesting was done with rewood which me: 
antmany hours outinthe col. to get upa pileot 
wood forthe your aheed and thon ithad t0 be 
awed into biocks and epi 

“Fhe food supply was ood and wholesome. 
“Thore was ots of wld rut to oe had fr plekng 
{and many hours were spentin thehot sun, ight 
ing mosqufoes and fhe (no bug spay in those 
‘days} and watching out for Bees ness, while 
Dicking raspberries, seskatoone, currants, 
‘hokecherries tnd plocherres. Then many 
hours were spest over @ not stove, canning the 
frat and making jam anally. Later, strawer- 
ties ware planted in the garden so along with 
the fut, boo, pork, ehiekens, milk, cream, ue 
terand eggs al produced on tne fivn-andiots 
of vegetables gfown in the garden. the food 
Supply was good and no one ever went ungry 

"The nearest schoo! was Outlet, which was 
2% miles away. The toachor was required to 
feach grades 1 t08 and sometimes 9, aswell as 
So the janitor work There was noteacherageso 
She boarded wth faites tne area. Some of 
the teachers wore Miss EN Stambaugh, Miss 
Barton Mies Mcleaa, Mss Summers, Miss Hor 
hick and Miss Halen Bolton, who came from 
Eamonton, Se was lame as she had hac polo 
but wae 8 good, capable teacher, Another 
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teacher Ruth (Craig) Sweetman now thes in La 
‘Combe. Irene and Vern took gfedes 1 10 9 at 
‘utlet and high echoo! in Bentley raing hore 
Deck to both schools. 

Inthe early dayetnorewasalitielog church 
In Bently and the minster was Rev. chard 
Shoup. who was brother of Phena Chelona 
‘This was in 1907 and he was followed by many 
Methodist minster and as the years passed 
‘more denominations were represented 

‘There was @ dug store ownod by a Or 
Evans it was leated in busing whieh later 
became a general store and was operated by 
slohn Bish = vary wonderful man, Dr- Evan 
lived fora while in the ote which was locates, 
fappronimataly, where the Bank of Montreal 
Situsted This hot! was operate for atime by 
Richard Shoup and his wife, Maggie. The hotel 
fate burnee. Some yoarsiaterDr.MeLoancame 
lane Bult a large, white house on the corner 
{erose from the United Church ana had his of 
fice and operating “oom there 

“The neighbors of the Challands were Bill 
soup, with the quarter adjoining Mens to the 
west, Paul Evernden (everyone called him 
“Ching” who lived a mile away Sem Nicholson 
tothe narh and Hugh Gunnto the eas, near the 
lake, Later Mr Gunn let the fam ana operated 
fn os cream parlor and candy store in Bente. 
‘This was a tavorie spt for young and old on 
Saturday nights. Across the feds tothe west 
ined the Suggetts Hicks, DaGrotfs, Sweet 
mans ane Castemens 














Lote of visting was done on the panty ine 
when the telephone was brought Into the 
County 

In July, 1927, a tornado ripped through the 
area, narrowly missing the Chaland buldings 
tne completely destraying the house the Ev 
frndons had previously ved in. Nothing was 
Taft but kindling wood, The same nigh, a Ser 
fre ail storm 100k its tll of crops and gat- 
fone but the crops aid come back and made 

itwaslatr inthis yesrof1027 that ason was 
born tothe Chaland family but he died shorty 
ater bith 

‘Farming changed with the advent of the 

factor and) more land. was. purchased. and 

Cleared, Merton ang Phena were good neigh 
bors: hard workers. good providers and wonder 
{ul parents 

rene married George Hunter, son of Mr 
Mis, Tom Huntor, thon of Bentey in November, 
1835, They lve in tho ee for atime ana thon 
moved tothe Rimbey area and are now ting in 
the town of Rimbey. They havo 8 daughters, 
firs. Bernard (Verna Mae) Webb of Bion, 
Mra. Gary (Joyes) Myers of Lamont and Mrs 
Emest (Donna) Schock of Moose Jaw, Sask 
‘The Hunters have 10 grandchilaren, 

Vera maried Sherman Simpson, son of Me 
& Mra Samu Simpson, December 23, 1839 
‘Thay also ved in the Beniley eres for awhile, a 
short time at Kelowna, B.C. and now on a farm 
north of Lacombe. They have 4 ehileren, Ms 
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‘Jack (Dorothy) Dempsey of Oregon, USA, 
Devi who lives in Basha, Mrs. Dougas (Ca: 
relyn) Quick who tives in High Level lta. and 
Stanley at home. ‘There are. 8 Simpson 
grandchildren 

“The Ghallands continued to farm until 1846 
ang then old the farm and moves to Lacombe. 
‘They vod thre for 2 yeas and then moved to 
Fimbey. where they ive until Merton's passing 
in 1974, Phena it now living in the Parkland 





CCHOWEN, EDWIN AND FAMILY 
By Bessie Chowen 

Eowin and | were married Novembor 26, 
1828, ana spent our honeymoon in Calgary. Be~ 
fore returning to Bentley, where we ved with 
Edwin's folks fora couple of months, we sponta 
‘ocdly amount of aur $500.00 bank account on 
bedroom sult, which | til have. 

‘Wemovedto tn Art Davies farm, Sy Easter 
of 1800, we were able to rent the Boar land 
three quarter sections of 1440-1: 5h 

‘Our three hilren wee: = 
dean, who wes born October 10,1820, 
edie, born October 24, 1932. He was the frst 
baby born Inthe new Bentay Hospital Or. 
Henry was in attendance 
Davis wes born, August 1, 1043, ntheLacombe 





‘We eventually bought the Board land and 
the Hutton lang. We moves the Hutton Nouse to 
the present site, where Bll Allan Iles. One 
ty a truck, with Kos in the back, went by. 
‘They sald "YoU know, I! used to.be a barnes 

‘As Edwin's folks had astoreinB.C. when he 
was young, we red strekeoping,butitssomed 
that something had to sufer Se, we sold the 
ore and want back othe land: where we were 
Successful in rasing malting barley, a good 
fash crop, fr many years. 

"atone time ws owned one quarter of S80 
tion 12: hres quartrs of section 1 and One 
half of section 18-40--W5h al beaut ane 
Thie excluded the Blindman River whieh ran 
along the back of the NE Guartr of 15. This, 
however was vory good forthe livestock. We 
Sold the Hotton lane In 1948 and bull a new 
home in Bentley. We also Bought an apartmont 
block in Red Deer 

During hs years In Bentley. Edwin aso 
weighed hogs forthe Binaman Valiy Hog Poo 


He was the originator ofthe Gul Lake Pak at 
‘Aspen Beach. He spent many hours planing 
land phoning on this project forwnlen ne never 
eoelves one cent. doing tas labor of love. 
Ewin was very active in the Matonie Lodge n 
Lscombe, and alse inthe Bentey ks Lodge 

‘tee moving to White Rock, B.C. we eult 
‘apartment nouses, Edin having hie rel estate 
cena He was alwaye Susy. 

‘ince 1929, when Edwinand | were marred 
nti he etn inva. 1966, wood in and 
‘made sixten home. lived in he last one unt 
976, when | sald and camo to ve Ia he 
partment in White Rock, whore can Keep in 
Contact with my family very es 








it was always team work, th whole family 
working together During 1979 and 7980 have 
worked ina yardage store, not trom neces 
butte kowp my ming busy. Iwas 70 January 
"O81, and it feels good 0 Keep pushing on 
JEAN - always the bookkeeper, worked in the 
Bankot Montreal stentayafterinisning High 
School. She let the Bank an took a year of 
ousshole Economics atthe Os Agriultra 
College. The next term she went tothe Univer 
sity of Calgary, to study education. Sho was 
flase.velecietorian at her graduation She 
taught st Barnwell Blackie, and Fea Door. She 
travelled the soutner part of Alberts one year 
for the Red Gross, diving the fst Volxwagon 
inthis area, When we moved tothe Coast. she 
‘ame with us, and workednine yeare as 3 book 
eoper fr Yarrows Shipyara. In 1964 she mar~ 
‘ied Rob Basley of Vicor Henow worksin the 
Exeise Tax Branch in Vancouver, where they 
make their ome. They have two children, Su 
fan and Richard 

EDDIE - who was mechanical as a boy, foune 
plenty todo. He owned his own aeplane in 1952, 
Tiger Moth, which | baieve, was the fist p= 
‘ately owned pane in the Beil ares. He took 
his taining atthe Penhold alrport, ater the ar 
force had left He also graduated from Olds 
Agricultural Collage, as ia so many farm boys, 
tbat was ao allrgi to grin that ne finally do 
fide to go fying He wae married in "989,10 
Sloan Neuman, Tate irst two crope were halls 
but sohe decided to go ta Calgary andra or 
his Commences! Pilot License, Ho trained in 
Vancouver with CP. Air, an was on the Dew 
Line for wo years. He was then lida 5 were 
so many young plots, ve 1 Isck of routes. He 
‘was fortunate geton with Shall Canad tying 














out of Calgary, everything trom Executive Jos, 
to freight from Texas tothe Arce Ilands. After 
hing years with Shell he moved to the Coast in 
1966, and wort back with CP. Air. Edaie and 
Joan now Ive at Langey, .C 

“They had two sons, but one was lost an 
accident. Cameron, the eidest,fnshed High 





‘Schoo! and took Diese! Engineering. He now 
works in Prinee George, 8.0. He was married 
September 12, 1860.to Prince George gi ne 
DAVID = finished High Schoo! at White Rock, 
and had several montne working in a bank. He 
‘then went 1 work in Ol Exploration, than back 
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1 UBC, where he studied Commerce and 
Business Managemont. In his epare time he s- 
ways nad his headin & motor, which he loved 
Working on. He ook time offtotour Europe with 
1 frend one fll end winter Upon graduation 
he went © work for Fora He din care for the 
stoaey waveling, sored Real Estate For some 
years now he has been empioyed by a mining 
evelopment fm. He was married in 1969 oan 
RN, Arla Hukaiuk, and makes his Rome in 
Fichmond, &.C. They have one son, Peter. 





CHOWEN, RICHARD EOMUND 
’AND CATHERINE ELIZABETH, 
‘By Rea Peterson 

a, ashe was known by all wh knew him, 
was born in Peterborough, Ontario, April 1 
1879, and moved with hs parents to Gouri. 
Ontario Catherine Elizabeth MeLaughil was 
‘orn Jue 3, 1882, and moved wither parent, 
88. 0ung gil to Courvight, where shemot my 
father, and they wore married November 26, 
1801. They spent their Noneymoon in Toronto, 
Wile thee, they purchased plano, which 
‘moved with them each tine, Now iti in the 
Basement of the Bentley. Community Hal, 

My parents moved to Vancouver, soon ater 
the railroad wasthrough the lockes were my 
father was in the construction business, and 
were ome of his houses are sil standing 
‘They werejoined hore short ater by my uncle 
and Norman Angus MePrerson, trom Ontario. 
‘They did the plumbing for thece houses, but 
itera year, my uncle returned toOntarie, How 
1020, when though the VLA. 0k Up farm 
ing near my folks 

From Vancouver, we moved to Mt. Lehman, 
8.6. wnere they owned store. From there toy 
went 10 Milner, B.C, where they owned and 
porated a goneral store, post offi, andting 
Station While hore they ted avery active lite. 
My mother playes for dances, while my dad 
playea the mouth organ and called the squares. 
"They opened thee nome foreach of the cal 
bye who enlist in the forces duringthe 1814+ 
3018 War 

My mother was seriously il folowing the 
1818 influenza outbreak, and as a resus 
were advised to move to a oie climate, They 
Bought a store at Champion, Alberta, but the 
‘dust storms were 80 Bad. they sold out and 











bought 2 store in Lacombe, Alberta After @ 
shor time they bought the fam on €-22-40- 
1th, ana we moved there January 1, 120.1¢ 
was a very cole winter, for which we were not 
Bropared. Thehousehadaturnacebut the wood 
‘vas green: but wa ware ncliny nd hay, and 
never hungry. They lvedthere Unt Mey eeied 
1900. 

Mothor wasakindand good neighbor hel 
Ing in'many ways. Sha taught swimming to 
enildren, and was a good barber for many. She 
playedan active role in aising funds forth les 
{Gross Renting «small house, and wth the help 
lof many other ladies, they made and 8d rugs 
fnd ether articles, 

‘Sho was a member of the United Chur 
Ladies Aig, and served as presigent many times 
She was a charter member of the Gul Lake 
Searchlight Club, and loved gardening, and 
rowing lowers, She passed away in Feruary 

My father was a very energetic and busy 
‘man, He, alongwith my brother, Edwin, farmed 
1 quarters of lana, located just south of Bon 
tie For a numberof years mastof he work was 
‘one with arses and threshing machines, Ny 
father liked horses and never spared tne oats 
took reat rie in having he warkwll done 

is the grin market was poor fora number 
of years In th 203 and 308, Dad carried on & 
large livestock feecing program. He was inter 
tested in fincing a beter market for his livestock, 
land so helped organize theold"Hog Poo ater 
known asthe Blindman Valley Livestock Ship 
ping Aesoclation. He wae president of tis or 
Sanization for more than 20 years, when ter 
bocamatiited with tne Alberta Livestock Co- 
(Op. Heservodion that Boars unin retiesirm 
farming 

‘With is feeding program, ne provided a 
‘market fr bis neighbors wosner pig, and thet 
Surplus feed grain. He que often shipped in 
feeder pigs, some of term trom as far Sway 36 
Peace River. He maintained food lot. and 
Stake of straw, provided pienty of roughage 
land, withthe cheap grain, mace or agood fee 
‘ng program 

He as probably one of the ts feeders to 
bring in molasses 1 food hs steer, ang help 
balance the feeding program He also hada deal 
withthe Bentley Creamery, where he rece'ved 
the buttrmik 1 feed isp, end in exenenge 
the creamery could cun thr surplus water out 
‘on his land, This arrangement worked wall fo 














umber of years. One fall he purchased a fow 
‘ars of feeder eat rom Eamonton. Among 
{hete were three or four buffalo-crose calves, 
These he fea with a oeat deal of interest, Keep 
Ing one of the neers for @ couple of years. 
However, she flied to produce any offspring 

‘A he had been raised in Ontario and hed 
‘grown clover tare. ne was interestedtotry ton 
Bis farm here. The neh biack sol ofthe Bing 
‘man Valley produced tremendous crops of 
Clover wich he fed to his eae for anumber ot 
Years. He found tat ho clove orichog hs sot 
with nitrogen, ana preety Improved his crops 
He tontinued ns practice unt alata took over 
ftom the clover This was amuch easier erp to 
hangle han clover which sgmetimes grew tbe 
sx fet tll, making it mean to handle 

Inadditionto farming he tooktimetaargan 
20 the Bentley Bosra of Trace, and wast fst 
president. He helped organize the Community 
Hospital ang the curing rink He organizedang 
helped bulls the first United Chore Christian 
Eaveation Building 

Ho was always an abie debater, and his ex 
perience in desing withthe pubic put hit in 
that had een formed 10 challenge the 
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Ccrcit Party the party that had farmed the Go- 
ernment in 1095, He was unsuccessful in gain 
ings seat, losing by small majority nthe 140 
flection 

Inthe Fao 899, 02d and Mother sod the 
farm and bought ahouse In town. On March 20, 
1040 they neler auton sale, twas a beau 
tial day, and the water was running in the 
Gitchos, as I it was spring. With respect ang 
kincness to his horses, he had John Ingram 
come out and braid the horses tals anc manes, 

During those busy years onthe farm, they 
were fortunata in having good hep. Tere was. 
ome Bel of Stratfora, Ontario, wh was there 
for almost ton yoars. Ha was foliowed ay love 
unter, aloes! man for five or six years, He wae 
‘married and ivedinasecondhause on the farm. 

Dad’ was Unit Organizer for the victory 
Loan Driv, during the last war and with the 
help of other canvassers, Bentley led ll the 
Northern Alberta Unite. They subscribed 1 
percent oftheir quota. He was then appointed 
{the Vetaran’s Land Settlement Board which 
position he hale for numberof years. 

During ther frst few years while living in 
Bentley. they modelled andmogernized many 

















102 


ofthe older houses in town, although they did 
fot lve in them. Fain ayesight curated this 
‘Secupation, and in 1046, they moved into thei 
‘ew home, where thy wero ving atthe me of 
thelr Golden Wedding Colobraton. They en 
Joved company, and vlted thee neighbors and 
fronds. always aminiacing on a vory active ana 
Interesting ite, Dad was & momber of the Ma 
some Lodge, ang ofthe UF A. He psised away 
in May, 1987 

“They had four children, Mrs. Verma Mur- 
ray, Vancouver, B.C. Ear, who died In t= 
fancy: Edwin. who passed sway while ving In 
White Rock, B.C, and Rebecca (Rea) Peter 





BENTLEY CHRISTIAN CENTER HISTORY 
By 4 Shirley Morsch 

‘BACKGROUND 

‘Mrs. Caria Erskine, of the Bentley sea, 
recelved the Pentecostal experienes in Beth 
Columbia in 1928. The. fist Pontecostal 
preacher was Res. John Wood. Sevicos were 
hele in Durham Schoo! A. Dalby and A. Chri 
Uianson, Pentocostal lay preachers trom Cal- 
{2ry, commuted to Bentley for Sunday services 
fora fou years, Services were held i the Bert 
Wiliam Hall by this time. In 3931, Lennox 
Smith, Miss Maisie Coulter (now Mrs! AA Lo 
Ws) and Jack Fild each served a pastor fora 
‘ow months 

‘Tho ary preachers stayed withthe Bishor 


[ASSEMBLY FORMED 

‘October 11 1821, Rey. John MeAlistor, Pen 
tecostal Assemblies of Canada Alberta Distt 
Superintondet, met with the Bentiey group of 
Pentecostal Beliovers They decided to became 
the Bentley Pentecostal Assembiy, affliated 
with he Pentecostal Assemblies of Canad, The 
first board members were JM. Erskine, EF. 
Morsch 8 G2. and C-Rud. A Dalbywas asked 
to be pastor The fist church families were. Ne 
tnd Carrio Erskine ang daughter Dorothy: Ms. 
SJonn Bish ane Uly: Mrs. Rachael Petry. Gor 
‘on, Lesie, Grace, Bertha; Edwin and Mabel 
Morsch with Lilian, John, Edwin, Albert; Er 
‘stand Marie Spycher, Arnold, Chri, Gosey. 
Freda, Ernest: Mrs. Cralland, Vera and irene 
Mis. Kelso, Mean Mrs. ©. Rus, alfted and 
Inna: Mr-and Mrs Geln and Efe Services were 
heldin the ert Willams Hallforabouttwemore 











years. 





Alter the Dalbys ltt, 1a! peopl tiled in 
Lunt the next pastor came, who was Dorethy 
Erskine, She was followed by Claite and Alice 
Fcnardeon, John Morsch remembers. being 
realy impressed with one of CareFichardson's 
Sermons, Next came RM. McCallum, wh also 
had services inthe Lockhart and Meadow: 
brook shoots 

"While Pastor and Mrs lan Presley (1994-35), 
wore here, the Pentecostal Asem. frst 
‘Choreh building af their own was bul By them 
Solves, The churen was ddientod December 4 
4895 by Rex. GR Upton Alberta istnct Super” 
intend. Young Peoples Meetings wore hold 
Indiferenthomes, During Pastor resiy's min 
lary, there was an outreach ministry ~ Sunday 
SSchoal in Aspen Beach, Gull Lake during the 
‘months of June. ly, August andthe first Sur 
‘ay of September 

‘Wile Hugh Fraser (1996-40) was pastor, 
local assembly people adds worstoey living 
‘tartare fo the north end ofthe church 

ev. and Mire. Arthur Sayer and Lilian ar- 
rived in 1940, The cnuten enjoyed real growth 
In 1944, the parsonage was Bult athe sanc- 
tary was extended into the old ving quat= 

ra increasing the seating capacity. Pastor 

Sayer passed away in May of 1986 

Pastor and Mra. NE Britton (1946-47) fo! 
lowes Sayers. At this time, the basement was 
put under tne church 

‘Various supply pastors came until 1949 
Pastor and Mr. Henry Lindberg (1848-50) came 
falter the pastor graduated trom Canadian 
‘Nortnwest Bible nett, During thee ministry, 
the church produced # children's radio pro 
(gram, Saviors Air Corps, over CARD. Red Deer, 
Sis program was aved for aver two years 

‘Uneer Rev, and Mrs. £1. Petoreon (1950: 
6) the church enjoyed much growth, The Sue. 
‘day School peaked over 200 many ies, when 
the Village of entey naa = population of about 
‘358, There was a large youth group. Many of 
these young people lett for Bible College or 
University, to find workin other places. They 
wore realy missoa 

‘Surin the Peterson's ministry, an adtion| 
was made onthe weet ede thechurch andthe 
Itont to accommacate the growth 

Eimest Spyener Sr, Murray Bigam, and Ed 
win Moreen Sr wore made Honorary Board 
Members forthe rest of ther Ives because of 
‘extended service on the church boar 

Flex, EW. Peterson recoived a call rom the 

















Lecue Assembly inthe fll of 1966 and move 
thore shortly after. An interm pastor was 
failed and Rev. Harvey Mealistor camo and 
filleg the pulpit unt ful time pastor, ow 
‘A. Low's, camo in May. 1967, Under his mi 
nisty, 2 stay spiritual growin was exper: 
fenced, He retired from the ministry In May, 
1872 and now resides in Boney, 

‘Rev. and Mrs, Roswell Olson came for 1972 
to 1078. ow, Olgon was known fo be 8 good 
Bible oacher, Following his Bentley ministry he 
Joined the staf of Northwest Bible Calege, Ea 

Fev. WD. Lewis and his wife, Pattie, have 
Chureh, Bentley Christian Center, was deci 
‘ated Nay 22, 1977. Because the local ehureh 
people donated money and hep, cut the cost 
bt the church consigerably. In 1879, this church 
‘pened their own Christan day senoa. To in 
{roate the size of the sanctuary ang accommo 
Sale the schoo, a large addition was made, 
Inoluaing a gymnasium, This was vsableinSop- 
tember 1886-The school has @ capacity for 160, 
Students. In tne 1880-81 term te schoo! hac an 
fnroliment of 6. At the time of printing the 
Church is debt foe. Congratulations are in 

For varying numbers of yrs, his church 
has hae various cutreech programs, Pastor 
Hugh Fraser and young people, including John 
Morsch, neld services In Syhvan Lake. Sylvan 
UUnke toon nad another church a Pentecostal 
CGhurch, with its own pastor. Branch Sungay 
Schools were held at Aspen Beach, Gull Lake 
Chapel School, Forshee: Stephenson Schoo, 
west of Bentey, Gilby. @ ral schoo! neat 
Backfalds and’ all wore stated by Bentley 
CChurch folks. Strot meetings were held on 
Nisin. Steet, Drive-in Services were held at 
Gull Lake by the Sandors and Freda Spycher 
Sunday ‘Schoo! bus. service was given for 
some time. Edwin Morsch, St, and. Edwin 
Morsch J were among the bus arvor. Folks 
ftom the church helped # great cea in he de- 
volopmect of Sunnyside Pentecostal Camp on 
the north shore of Sylvan Lake. Fr years, the 
Women’s Ministes group nave helnea misio 
nares, provided some ofthe needs of he HH 
Wiliams Memoria’ Hospital in Hay Rive, 
Study Groups In areas where thei students 
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entey Christian Contr really loves to be 
of service tothe Bentiey area, 

4. Shirley Morsch wishes to thank the 
Morach Family for interviews and house ofthe 
late tétbel Morech’s daresand for other inte 
‘ewswith Mr and Mr, Jack Fel, Rev. and Me, 
EW. Potereon, ew. and Mrs, A.A. Lows, Me 
Joyce Shram’ (nee Bigam), Freda Gheseger 
ine Spyehon, she is grat 


CHRISTIANSEN, PETER AND MARIE 
‘By ica Carlson their daughter 

My parents and thee arly, and my Grand 
parents te Solbergs, helped Alberta grow In 
5001 Father nomesteaded on the NW. -12-40-2. 
Wi. 5th. My mother, with Annie, Tenus, and 
bay Ella followed in May of that year 

‘My parents wore travelers at a young age. 
Mother was ten years od whan she came with 
Grandpa Solberg, and younger brothers, an a 
sister, from Norway Grandpa Exk has come to 
the U'SA earl, ang was thee io welcome his 
family. Because tne boat nesded repare when 
Grandpacameto the U.S.A, nehadachance 0 
fe0 Holland, where the crew ha maneged to 
ravigato the boat fo repairs. Grandpa said Ho 
Tand wae a beautiful country. Years later my 
brother Lawrence Christiansen, was on active 
‘ty there as aeolian Memories ofthe Solberg 
srandparents ae rosured ones, Grancma wat 
Yoryinteligent. he wasatrained mid-wifefrom 
Norway. She was also a good housekeeper and 
ook an she could eard and spin woo), and 
init A lover of animals, she miked cows and 
made variety of foods frm the milk, She loved 
people best of al 

‘My youngest sstec was born in 1621, ana 
was barely fve years eld when she became il, 
land was paralyzed in every joint ot ner body. De 
Henry worked diligently with er, butt became 
rie sad uty to inform her paren that he could 
‘ono more thanhehadsleady done, anc asked 
thom fo take her home, for ere. was spring 
breakup lime, and the kind Mr & Mrs. Goe Po- 
torson, who ved In Bentley, invited my parents 
to stay with them for white with tho chil, 

‘We had a full sized wooden bed in our 
home: Grandpa Solberg cut his downto aun 
lor se, pul casters on i, painted nicely, and 
aitreedy forthe ittepatent when she arrived 
home. This bed could easly be moved trom 
oom to foom. Finally the roads died up and 
Gus Haarsiad brought my parents and sister 

















108 


home, in na cae. This part of the story has 8 
happy ending. Through my parent's good care 
fand therapy, the child became wel again in ess 
than a year Her names Marion, and Mer mar 
fied name Buchanan, Marlon marred in 141 
‘She and her husband, Lye, states their married 
life at Fort Wiliam, which ig now Thunder Bay 
‘They stil make their home there. They nave wo 
hilren, Dianne, who trained and graduated as 
|S nurges si, and Norman, who is highly edu 
tated in musie 

‘Our sister, Emma, of Calgary, visited in 
DDenmatk in ealy 1870. There sne met cousins 
fon ur father’ side. Thal is where our father 
ha tet for the USA. many docades before 
“These cousine also hag treasured memories of 
grandmother My fathers father passed sway at 
young age. 

"Tne year 194) hit our fry hard, a it was 
then inet both father. Peter Christiansen, and 
Grandtatner, Eric Solera, passed away. Three 
Brothers entered the Canadian Armed Forces, 
Albert, Car. and Lawrence. Lawrenco wont 
‘veraeas and was on active uy in Italy and 
‘ther countries, until the end ofthe war, 948, 

“As with other pioneers, roaes, choos, ane 
cchurenea were 8 musty father, th hioxen, 
helped ould two churches inthe area Ovr par- 
fens were charter members of Vig Lutheran 
Church, whichis now Grace Lutheran Church 

From earliest recollections, wehadsomany 
‘9004 fiends, and many’ good vite were shared 
ith thom. otner, evan in er lator yearson the 
help and she lft nar own work tonelp others. A 
famiy now long gone ram these, siost ost 


























their lives while diving on the ice of Syivan 
take, when their vehicle went through the i 
fang sank. That emily de not fal very wel fer 
{hat incident. 29 my mother helped them oUt 
Unt they were on tei fot again 

We slzo enjoyed the friendship of Agnes 
lane Minnie Pearson, who had sucha sugale 
in cate they do.not have ther sory in the Ber~ 
tley History Book 

Tem sure you wil all understang, dat with 
parents and fourteen chitran in the family, 
Would need a separate Book to wt al their 
stores On banal fall my surviving brothere 
fad sister | wil say -What a privlog to have 
hhad@ chance tobe neludecin Bantly's History 
Book 


COLE, MAS. OLAVA 
By Gearude Damron 


Ms, Olava Cole came trom Trondheim, 
Nora, t0 Jackson, Minnesota, and took hor 
training as a nurse. Sho was born Olava 
osehaige and married Otis Cae in Jackson 
Shorty aftr thoy were marfiod they moved to 
Now York to lve and Mir. Cole died shorty ater 


Mrs, Cola nursed for some years ia many 
states, mostly doing private nursing. She came 
to Bemlay andbough the property onwhicn the 
Clomentary school was erected later She ved 
in Bentiey fora fow yoars and then sold her 
place to George Gunderson and went ove in 
‘Washington to be near relatives ana frionds In 








1951 gne went 1 Norway o be near her sisters 
ang thal famliee and in 1964 she moved toa 
fursing home in Trondhei, called “Old Folks 
Home" and in 1967, she went tothe northom 
par of Norway tovsit Whe thereshe tooksick 
End paseod away. She ws bur in the farily 


COLE, LUTHER AND SARAH 
By Edna Hoppus 















Luther Eliot Cole was bora in Holst, 
Mass, on October 8, 1647, the fourth chic of 
George N.and Haslet Brey Cole The Coles 
wera dct descended from one of four Hur 
‘uenot brothers whe came te America n 1680, 
Uiiter was orasinea 82.8 Metmodit minister, 
find on March 16,1870, nemarieg Sarah Catho 
fine Stout. 

Sarah was bon September 18, 1042, of 
EEnglsh-lrish parents, She and Luther nad a 
family of sven chilren = toe sons: Charles, 
Frank ang Albert, and four daughter: Harr, 
Mary, Clara, and Flora, who led in infancy. 
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tn 1908, they immigrated to Alberta with 
thelr daughter Clara, and set in the Forshee 
distr, buying the George Deaver farm. Alter 
Several years onthe farm, they eizodto Bentley 
in 1918. Sarat’ Neath was poor, and she went 
to stay with er daughter Clara, who had mar 
‘ied Ralph Mowbray in 1813. Luther sole thet 
home and bltasmalicabinwherahe vad unt 
his death September 9, 1922. In 1925, aus to 
Cara’ l-hesith, Grangma Cole came to Ben: 
toy analive with hor daughter, Mary Evernden, 
Unt ner ceath ly 18, 1927 

(Grandpa Cole was very good tous when we 
were amallchigren, Hemade dal from owes, 
ead {9 us, and kept usin hang-kit stockings 
tnd swostors This ast sil as onehe acquires 
invehildhoed, when he had severa! ts amp 
fated, without anaesthetic, and his mathor 
‘aught him to knit, to keep him amused 





COLLINS BROTHERS 
By Oscar Skjonsborg 


Gideon Collins came from North Dakota 
andhomesteaded on SW. 18-40-1-5andin 1928 


and Mra Lather Coon ar 
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wont to Fairview, Alberta and filed on ahomes: 
toad there, Mis brother, Erick, vod wih hi, 


COSTON, WILLIAM AND FAMILY 
By Doris Lute 


Wiliams Henry Coston was the tir chs of 
Mr. Mrs Wiliam Coston ofMiehel, Ont. Born 
(ctober 18.1882 Innis ery teenshisintorst in 
School was obstructed by an urge to see the 
word. The story Is tld that his mother would 
take him to school ang Ne would turn around 
nd follow ner home, Sothe other choice wasto 
99 ovt to work and over fall he would go west 
forthe harvestin Manitoba and ten back home 
for the winter. Each fal ne would mave a ita 
further west unt, tially, he was far enough 
ftom ome tat he dant want to go back 

He settled tet in alberta around New 
Brigden and then moved to Eekvile and Gilby 
district, From there he came tohalpmy grand 
father, George Garies, and there ne met my 
mother, She was @ widow with two smal gle 
fand was the oldest child in the Gases family. 
Father and Motner ware marries in Rea Door 
‘on November 17, 1027 ana had five ele 
‘making a total of seven chien inthe family 

Helo Fields was the oldest She became a 
purse’ aide ane worked for sometime Inthe 
Bentley Hospital Shelanowmarriedandretres 
‘with ner husband, Oscar Ries, and they ive In 
Calgary. 

“Alle Fields, the second oldest, became a 
teacher and taught in several country schoolsin 
‘Alberta before leaving forthe United States 10 
{ake religious taining, Sho ls married to Rew 
Donala Hal and they have 3 sone and 2 dau 
tersand make thei Rome In Vancouver, Wash, 

‘Doris Coston clerked inthe ed and White 
store in Bentley, for Maurice Witherel before 
‘moving to Calgary to work inthe Hudson's Bay 
(Co, She is now married to Eamund Lute and 
‘hey have'S sons and 1 daughir. 

John, the oldest boy, cove ck for Garr 
Machine ang Hardware Co. an lator moved to 
Calgary to work fr Alberta Distilers Heard his 
wife Anne, have 3 sons and daughter angtey 
ill lve In Calgary. 

dames fet home to work ona seismic cr 
In the arth, He met hi wife, vivian in Breton 
tnd thay lives in Buck Lake for atime betore 
‘moving to isa and then to Olas. Hes now 
tnorking for Amerada Minerals Corporation asa 
Construction Superintendent. They heve2sons 
fand 2 daughters. 

















LeRoy was the hid boy anche waskilegin 
an avalanche at told raitoad teste ustnorth 
f Bentley. Wo had avery bad snow storm and 
he and his fiends were paying on the snow 
Danks. This was In March 1951 

Min, the youngest, worked inthe bank in 
Bentley and thea In Lacombe whereshemether 
husband, George Kannglesser ana they now 
tien a farm just west of he Adventist Galoge 
‘They nave ? sons and 1 daughter 

Dots and John werebom on atarmnortnot 
Bentley and when Jahn was a small baby, the 
family moved tothe John Damron farm, aha 
mile east of Bartley. Wo lives there uri our 
father ded in June, 1943. Iwasa beautiful farm 
fn although we never grew rch om werd 
ample and ware happy. Father never owned & 
arora tractor, nor oid he care to. He loved his 
horses angthor animals Wealwayshed alarge 
arden and Mother made most of our clothes 

‘We attendes school in Bentiey snd our 
primary years were spent In the litle yellow 
Echoolhouse that sat on the comer west ofthe 
hospital Our high sehool was tne red brick 
School on mainsteet. Two teachersi remember 
‘oll wore Miss Skocdopote and Mr. Shackleton 
WebelongedtotheUnited Gnuren and attended 
Sunday Sohool there. Mr F. Huntor was the 
Superintendent of the Sunday School and Rev. 
Picker was. the minisier nen’ | 190k my 
membership. 

‘Our neighbors on the farm were the Miles 
‘ang Holmans across the highway, the Parsons 
{olthe east and Ar Davey andthe Shewan family 
to the south. The Weights ang the Hews wore 

| think our paronte social Me consisted 
mostly of Saturday night cara gamos snd Sur- 
day dinners at Grancma Gartes in town. We 
‘San all remember the community picnics a Gull 
Lake, with potluck suppers and always the Ice 
‘ream cones. Most fall we remember the fam 
iy Christmas sinner at Granama's with all the 
famiy thro, the big turkey ana the Christmas 
pudding and the huge tee with lotsa gifts for 
fveryone. Later we would gather around the 
piano for a singsong.The community Christ 
nas concerts inthehsllwarealsoathrilland wil 
fiways Ive n our memories. 

‘Altnough we have ail et the aitit now, 
wo sil cal Boni home and weal grew uBto 
‘eepactandove the" Model Vilageot theWest, 





counT, GEORGE 





By Frances Fromm (Noe Court) 

In 181, my father, George Court, with my 
mother and sisters, Matta and Fovones, my 
brother Wil, andl Frances lot Waupen, Wi 
fonsin, for Canada. My father had previously 
bean up ane nae fallen In ove with he county, 
so nad purchased propery ther. Hecameback 
fo the States fo get his tamiy 

"We packed our belongings and heades 
rosth artving in Lacomoe on duly 1, 1913 

“hove were noree and buggy daye, 0 we 
rented team and wagon, piled in our trunks 
fang ulteases, and ourselves, and headed wost, 
for our several hundred acre grain farm on the 
SW 1240-1-W sth 

Father farmed for several years uni nis 
death on Sopt 8, 1915. Aftarwarés, we children 
helped Mother withthe farm work 

‘About this time Jack Neton came to work 
focus. He hadrocently some over rom Sweden 
Ho later married my sister, Meta 

‘Noting after Father di, Mother aold the 
farm and weal moves into Santi. While stil 
fon the farm, we three younger children For 
fee, Wills, and, went 9 Gul Lake school We 
waked most ofthe time. It was two miles and 
ome ofthat walk wa on the "nog back’, a8 
talleg it Florence was the janitor s0 wo always 


Me & Mis Goon 
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tried to gt ta schoo! a litle early. to getthe re 
foing and the schoo! warm, before the rest of 
fhe ehilaren arrives. Sometimes | thought we 
‘would froze fa death an hoes realy cold morr= 
Ings. Ini grade 8 atthe Gul Lake Senoot 
‘ter moving t9 Bentley, Florence ana | spent 
‘ur High Schoo years in Bentay. There was no 
High Schoo! bulging at that ime, 80 High 
‘Schoo! was eldin siog buildingadjacenttothe 

‘Mier seven yeers In Alberta the rest of our 
family moved to Portlana, Oregon. However, | 
went to Morley, Alberts with the A.D. Miles, 
land taught on the reservation fora year and a 
hat, before going fo Portland. Florence tnd | 
were both teachers. Florence married James 
Marshal. There were si enildran born to that 
union. Their oldest boy was killed in Wor War 
2" Their second son, Wis Olver, isan engineee 
‘with NIB. television He les in Cricago. The 
Fest ofthe cileren ve In Portand and icity 
Frorence ded some years ago 

Metta and Jack ied in Portend for years 
They had two tone, Alan, who les on the 
Gregon Coast, and Harlan, wh lives In Wa 
shington State. Jack was in the auto mechanic 
Business in Poland, Both Jack and Metta are 

Wills, ater greduation trom High School 





108 


went 10 work for Sunshine Blscult Company. 
Unter, e was invited to Oakland Caltornia to 
take charge of new plant they wore opening. 
He worked fortis company for 45 years, rei 
ing at age 62 After retirement. ne wont to work 
for 8 trend, and is sil working at age 75. He 
Celebrated. his 80th wading anniversary in 
‘Jone, 1960. They nave three ehidren, one Dy 
land two gts. The oldest ive in Wisconsin 
tanere ner husband te with the Univerlty of 

Tina lived on the Southern Oregon coast 
since coming. t2. Oregon. | marries George 
Fromm in 1995. George was cattle and shea 
‘man 80 we spent most of our lives on ranches. 
‘George isnow deceased. Wenad ane gi, Fran 
‘ces Ann have tree grandeniaren. 290 1, 19 
lane 20" The oldest i living with mo at present 
‘while alening collage. My "daughter tives 
[bout 35 miles from here, Mother ied n 1849 
tnd | 100K her ramaine back to Wisconsin, be 
buried besice Dac. 





COX, ALLAN, 
By HarryB. Hansen 

nen Hans Hanson vacated the small wo 
acre parcel which wee part of NW. 27-40-28 
‘Wisin. wit te smal cottage, 1944, was sole 
to Len Beddoes af fis, then to sim Ferguson, 
‘ane was atric patrolman Bop Pollock owned 
Iiora shor time and tially was old to Alan 
fn Linda Gox 

‘The Cox family lived therefor mare than 25| 
years, Moat of thet family was born there and 
‘Mendes Gull Lake Schoo! 

“Ihey recently sald the property tothe Pro- 
vincil government to become pat of the Lak 
View Provincial Park The house was moved to 
the Rimbey distri. 

‘See more o the Gox story alsewnorein tho 
Historia! Book. 


(COX, WILLIAM RICHARD (Dick) AND ANNA 


Dick was born in Gat, Ontario October 15, 
1888 he oldest of eight children. tive boys and 
three gins to Thomas and Caraline Cox. Fo 
rowing in order of age there was Frank, dm, 
‘Bob, Agnes, Auth Jean and Harry 

"thomas Cox Tamly orginatod 





sland. Hs father wes kiled in the Crimean 
War Caroline's family from Seottand, her ma: 
don name was Lansley 





ion breeding stock and show animals such a8 
theep, hag. Welsh and Shetland ponys, cra 
horses and even poultry. But his greatest pride 
fan joy, were the high stopping hackney. He 
became wellknown, and degen co-operating 
with Guelph Agriultoral Coleg, experiment 
Ing in stack breeding. The Cox farm, known a5 
Sunnyside Farm was used by the studanta for 
fils trp and judging evens 

(Dick an is thvee brothers, though fairy 
young, became invalvesin much ofthe actu 
{mon Dad became active nationally, they took 
ver much of the resporsibities of the farm 
inven he was gone, as wall a their schooling 

‘and s0\in-a short time Sunnyside Farm 
stock bacame weil now on the exibition ana 
fair clout across Canada as tney shippes thoi 
toc by ral beginning with 7 1Oearioadsand 
Inreasing to 1. They equtreda sta of several 
tmen to care for and food the valuabo animals 
‘moter Caraine accompanies them on some 
ips a bookkeeper and asus, 35 
‘ganzing the kitenen sa 

{leaving for ponte west in fate ly they 
‘entered fais In Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Eamon 
ton, Victoria, returning in October to Toronto 
Fair bator returning ome, ny mesa, rb- 
bons and eupa were won and are now proudly 
‘splayed by dean, the ony surviving member ot 
the family. and living in Celforia. Jean eur 
Fantly Is a very active world tavale, and our 
‘Source of information for tls story 

“Thomas made several tips to England, 
chaosing champion stock, finshing them for 
Showing and sales, but aways using his own 
Stock a8 a base, expanding again fr the next 

Property was sometimes taken in exchange 
for stock whon nogotlting sales. The Gul Lake 
property was appropriated inthis way in 1912 

‘By 1908, the tst hat ofthe family hed 
grownup Dickentered business cologein Galt 
frying to ful Dae’s wishes, But the faring 
Spin already a part of him, and thoes exating 

Finally. et age 21 he decided to unch his 
‘own career and future on homestead oar 
Binsmore, Saskatchewan From the oft fe as 
theson ofa ganteman farmer, nis reat possos- 
Blons. apiece atlang, asousheck epaiof oxen 
fan one pi, but wih the inspiration and dete 
ination af his parents before nim, the greatest 




















‘Worted about her boy. and was suree was not 
{king care of himeslt fer atime, she took a 
ttiptoseshimand foundtim, atypical bachelor 
‘of course. Often in years ocome she would tell 
thestory ofthe blackened ying panhangiag on 
the wall behing the stove, groase a= tek ane 
hard asa candle running down the wall eto 
However, a the wise mother she was she only 
fencauraged him an Kept in touch. Dick was 
‘900d communicator as well and somehow he 
fost have tated about athe "good stu" bo 
use, Frank and Bob, afer a time in the Navy 
land Army respectively. decided to move west 
fatter few years 

‘Bob took up waterwell cling, and found 
reat demand in his newly settled area Eventu 
Sly. Diek gave up farming, and they worked 
fogether ering in the area then onto Hanley 
land Hawarden. which were Norweigen sette- 
‘nts, it was here precsay, thet another and 
‘mot important dimension of Dick’ fe took 
place =a the farm of 4.0. Jannson ~ ena inthe 
person ofa young immigrant ady trom Norway. 
Her name was Anna Iversen. 

FR'sseme aifcu. sf not impossibi, 98 
children ofthat generation to imagine out pe 
ents a8 young and romantic, when all we sam 
twas very Bard work an struggling to make a 
living, As fr the Coxs tines wore not easy in 
thay thirties, Eventhough tere was har 
‘mony in our home, we could not see out Mom 
tnd Dad over as young boy and gi tend or 
{Heaven toroid lovers. However, now we have 

ime to think about thet fantasion and dreams, 
it we read Dads daybook which he wept fl 
fly all mose years ~ and he fun and romance 
In thase love letters by the dozens, which 
Mothar let intact knowing we would read and 
treasure thom. Cant you see her smilo of 
thischist aa she tucked them in the come of 
her trunk, rather than burn all tose lovely se 

‘anna iverson - was born in Oragnes, Nor 
way, February #1, 1091 She was the coldest 
hid and eldest daughter of Sot and Paul 
Iversen, There war eleven chien even gs 

four boys, Her father was famer-faherman 
and ae with most countries, times werent easy 
fans the amily was encouraged to find work and 
be altsupporting as soon a they finished 

“They moved to 8 larger home across the 

Fiord to Sandnes, and Anna began traning as 
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dressmaker and miliner. However, she could 
‘otenvisage this asher future andwnen some of 
her trends encouraged her to oin them and 
travel to Canada, where "fa was a breeze and 
‘money graw on ieee”, Mother and Dad ware 
Upset to say tho least However, shewas now 2 
“ano wouldiot be deter So-sixbraveNoreke 
‘young people took to longest host ride of ele 
Tves, ang arivedin Montreal, continveaby tain 
to Hantey, Seskatchewan. A the law required 
they most have @ sponsor In Canada Anna's 
pongo: was J.0. Johnson. Tals was 1912. 

‘Meanwhie, Dick nad grown a beautiful red 
moustache to match his rec hair, and looked the 
pert of @ rugged tough well aril when they 
frrved “at the Johnson farm, with ther 
aulpment 

Irmadatoly, Dick was fascinated with the 
shy young lacy working there ana soon recog. 
‘ized quay as wall as beauty The teeing was 
fot mutual, however, snd what changed Anna's 
Bick was smitten, he serously Began planning 
to settle down permanently. 

‘What © Desutful sincidence it wee that 
very yea when goodald Dad came troughwth 
the choice property at Gul Lake. Dick mot him 
thereto finalize the deal. then mage pans 10 
move toAlberta. Thefarmwas purchased om 
Ne rene 

Shortly ator uring a trip to England, Tho- 
ras met with an aceigent onthe ship when & 
Storm caused ito lorch and he was pinned be- 
‘ween some animale he was attending to. He 
oomed tobe alright, However. a heat cond 
tion developed ana he was forced to slow 
‘down which Re aid and made one last tip 
west soling off his stock He passea away 
onl 1814 af age $1 

‘Somehow when Dick left the community, 
‘anna ft is loss and leters Bogan filing the 
loneliness, as ther courting was caried ut by 
tall until November 2, 7918. Dick tavlled 
back to Saskatoon to claim his ride. is bateh- 
Ing days, which he disiked so, wore over. 
“They travelled by train on tele honeymoon to 
the farm they would love 20 much and work 
very hard for together in the years to come 
‘Thay were blosesd wih § heathy nappy kids, 
Verna, Frank Alan, Dora, Trevor and Fred 
nly one but very sa oss, litle Trevor Arthur 
passed away at 18 montns after a shor lnes, 

‘During these busy years as well as during 
batching yeas, Dick managed to get goo help 





























both in eld work and around the house when 
Sister Agnes and also a goad triand, Higa Hoa 
Tang, would come and give him hand on a 
temporary basi 

Frank moved to Alberta in 1920 and had 
recently oat his ite Barbarathrough ness He 
‘aw the potential for a businass at the lake and 
bulltBroadway StoresnaS cabins which ne sold 
later and let for golamining near Cranbrook 
BC. He never returned bt corresponded regu 
lary. He passed away there. 

‘Bob married @ Saskatchewan gil lah and 
moved ta Alberta, setting ona farm along the 
lake in 1925-28, Dick and Bod enjoyed gooa 
{co-operation togetner in arming and then wall 
Griing inthe off seasos, Including the well 
slong the cottage area trom Moores Beach to 
Fermies whieh they driled and maintained 

job's Ie was taken suddenly by pneumo: 
ria following the flu at age 42 In 1984. great 
Tose tothe fly 

During al ofthis time contact withthe m= 
ly ia Norway continued nnahadmastorestne 
Eng anager own fay of se 
they mad fur of her. 

‘Gradually. clearing ofthe land progressed, 
‘ne house Became too smal for he fami 0 9 
{327-28 te old kitchen became the garage on 
the new bulging sath vingroom became 9 
nice big aitenen and a new two story action 
‘nas bul on 

Super “close” neighbours wore a priceless 








possession. The Ea, Hery and Hans Hansen, 
Moores, Benton ané Dayton Wareham, Miles, 
Loiskes, Ekunds and Ebelings and Larsens and 
‘thors became partners on many occasions 
‘nen tasks: auch a8 bullaing, sawing woos, 
tending sik animal, thresning, grading roads 

"Yes, our parents lft us ahertageand many 
‘900d standart to Koop, of which we se proud 
Se grateful and even afer wo went our separ 
ate ways, wo made a point of visting aflen and 

ibrating with Momané Oadregularyon spe 
ial occasions, 

‘Allen gradually took ovr the heavier asks 
of ang trom Das, tough he til enjoyed 
f= ne nad been with his farm over the years 

In 1960 Dik had mor surgery ang cancor 
was located but controlled auccossuly. He 
then developed & heart candtion which forced 
him to stow down, with Anna alvays there as 
Gietician, nurse and policeman, in December, 
4962. a bad cold turned to serious bronchi 
And he entered hospital, but passed away on 
December 18. A very sad Christmas for al 

‘Anna decided t0 remain on the farm and 
insisted she was noverlonely, away fot neato 
‘Dad with all the good memories around her 

‘She continued her busy life, baking fancy 
work, lower garden, entertining for cles a 
most every day. Neighbour, ends or fay 
wove sways ready to run errands or take her 
shopping 








0, Anna enjoyed 14 years though “alone 
In reazonable heath and indoponcence, then 
‘ne day May’ 4,197 afer preparing flower bess 
{ng ater avis rom Allan ender evening mea 
She returned tothe yard anaquiely“elasiep 
‘Ss she was working, Had she been able opin it 
{i, she mould have hadi hia way. She would 
nathave been a good patiantinahospitalandot 
that she wae spared Weare thankl There are 
may nights about eur pone: pares ne 
been an nepration and privilege tonave been @ 
part inthe Bentley Heriage Book Aa chicron of 
{hte time, mow growing older, it causes us and 
‘ur chien to appreciate memories ofthe good 
fimes when work wae aificut everything done 
‘mastly by hand and by today's standards, so 
Primitive, There was no other way, 
Some Cox Memories 

“he threshing e-ews around the table, 3 
meals a day, 2 lunches and coffee - the hours 
‘Mom worked, planning and preparing yet no 
Feeollstion of complaining 

"The launry for the arge family. by handor 
hand machine, the lines fil In all kinds of 
weather, whover heard of rip dry or na ron? 

"The schoo! pcnies enc the fun oven there 





was lite spencing money. Dad could always 
finda nickel in ie overalls pocket. a sacrifice 
but so appreciated 

‘The big garden and hours siting on the 
cellar door shelling peas oF cutting Beans or 
hhusking corn now that was a bore! Tho jars ot 
tanning lined up on he calla shelves. 

‘Good ole Gull Lake Schoo! those super 
more = nine grades In one room. The big old 
Furnace buck and centr, you froze on onesie 
find cooked onthe othr. Oi thoy really needto 
‘move the ol sonool away? 








Eva Tanas teachorage - inside our front 
yard ~ next to the gate. litle too clos for 
Comfort at mes, for us kids 

Mom, taking -day buns for sale at Broad- 
sway Store, for Uncle Frank - Couldnt Keep up 
‘nth demand, ad 10 give up. 

‘The day Allon “hacked” Vorna’s hair and 
she wouldat go to schaol hi inthe cor patch 
allay, 

Our ktenen tuned poling station on Elec 
tion Day, booths seperated by shoots and able 
Cloths, Bad was returning ofcer fr years. 

“The slelgnbells and crunching snow when 


















































we took our rips to GrandmaLarsens-hercozy 
home = good food ana snugly rocker 

ra Moore’ raisin pos, and ioe tea out ota 
big erock, with abig chunk of Gul Lake cenit. 

“Fading whatever in our schoo! lunen for 
yam 

"The ol6 mode 

"Fhe mechanle ofthe family and the tractor 
ho buit out ofa truck with a big stone on the 
‘ck for weight We wore proud of ya, Frank 
How many years did that “ructor serve us? 

‘ihe day we got the telephone. and the 
‘uber necks" getting to know al” about our 
neighboure Bu hat soon wore. cidn it, now 
‘ve wore modern we had tall 

Teittre the baby of every family isspollea? 
Wilt how did ne turn aut to Be eich a nice guy 
ator all (reddlo) 

‘Byron. Wareham, Donn, Dora snd Fr 
ances MeVity taking th tong way nome over 
the "hogs back" picking crocuses, ladyslp. 


"T Ford very classy ~ ut 











pers, tgerliies and those poor magpies and 
rome never got chance te atch an 293. 

‘Favourite animals. and pels ~ Leaping 
Lena and hee daughter Fanny, Sox and Ca) 
‘nel, Gueeny and Biddy, Bobby and Pickles, 
‘The Moores Ola Kate 

Dick and Annas children areallin Albortaat 
the present time. Verna maried Gordon Petry 
lan they have 7 hirer Carolin Calgary. Ruth 
land Paulin Lethbridge, Doreen in Kamloops, 
Lavon in. Edmonton, David and John in 
Letnorage, 

rank marred Carle Jergeson and they 
haves cnildren, Trevor, Wendell and Chery a 
living at Carmwood. Frank isa farmer and: & 

Allen married Linda Wiese and they have + 
children; Ferny in Edmonton, Sharon in Vernon 
B.C, Randy in Red Door and Patan Mothor 
Bent. Allenison the Nome pace andisalsoa 
eal estate salesman 

Bora marri Bil Mack. They are living in 
Edmonton and have 3 children; Clint and Char 
lene bath in Edmonton and Larne in Victor 
Bill isa member of the Legislature. for 
Eemanton-Belmont 

rod marriea Barbara Pack. Thoy nave § 
children and ae al lving at Drayton Vai - 
‘Tim, Shella, Jn, Robert and Susan, Fred has 

"Thece are twenty-two grandchiléren and 
twenty-one great-grandehiren. The family is 
Al enjoying prosperity and good heath We are 
Sratefl ws ware raised in & home where Goo 
tos acknowlodgedand Chistian values upheld 
tall aur great heritage tis isthe cornerstone 
May wo all koop the standards of our depend 
tee on God. This wil truly be the mark of Our 











(60x, WLson 
By isa Herold 


My father, Wigon Cox, was born in tows, 
‘Api 2, 1865, In 1897, at DeMoines, iowa. he 
‘marred Laura tésbet Cast Loman. Ther first 
twee children were, 1s Phayrene Cox, Born 
‘288, Mable Maria Cox, born 1099, and Lily 
Hulda Oox. born 1900, They eametothe Bentiy 
Sistiet in 190%, 10 aetle In te Contrview 
School District. ‘They had four more children 
ster setting neve. 

“Tne Cox family, with the Martin Castle 
rman family, andthe John Craig arly all ame 


from lows in 190%, tothe Crepe dlsrict.Thoy 
ved togatner in ane log Rouse on the Jahn 
etl in the Contovew astct. The Wilson 
ax children al sltended Centreview Schoo! 

\'can remembers few of our closest neg 
bors from the early 19008 in the Centreview 
Setict These include Wire, Marin Castleman: 
Clarence Oboe: Frank Mies: Calvin Moulton: 
Gharle Cox, John Craig: Charlie Brown, Tes 
Zelut, John Damron, Richard Matnows; the 
Triplet family, where we got our mail Mitchel 
Saint and of course the aries. 
oars the school teachers. only attondod Com 
{review Shoo! unt Grade 6, so cannot recall 

Twas married to Robert Eoward Stoner in 
1018, ot Lacombe, Alberta Robert mas born in 
Inclana, in 1879, and came tothe Bentley astict 
bout 1914, We had tee sone, Ray Robert. in 
{b19, Calvin Harald, n 192s, end Eton Werte, 
In 187, My husband, Robert. cled in Bentiy 
Hospital in 1085, and is buried in Bentiey 
Cametory 




















My second mariage was to Roy Franklin 
Herold, in 1950. Roy was born at Putman 
County, Missour, in 1888, He came first to 
Hanna then to Bentlay in 1983. We moved to 
Fimboy in 1960, ange dla in 1972 and i 
forest inthe Maunt Auburn Cemetery t Fi 
boy 

Roy Herold was in the 1914-18, war and 
served overseas withthe Canadian Amy 

‘came to live inthe “Parklang Manor” Se 
ior Gttzens Lodge, at Rimbey, on October 2 





THE CRAIGS 
By Harry G. Craig with “special help trom my 
‘Aunt uth (Craig) Sweetman 

‘Wirton January 1981 


(CRAIG FAMILY, JOHN 


Jn Rogester Craig was born on October 
25, 1966, at Rough Creek, Pennsylvania, only 
Son of Abel Gary Craig, Abl Crag was a ca 
enter and catia Buyar and shorty ater Jon 
‘as born moved to Dee Moines, lowa. The 





























Crips contracted buldings,teigting and did 
some dairying. Jah sedation was completed 
Sy mbusiness course andi also apprenticed 3s 

May McGlaughin was bor in Whesling, 
West Vrginia'on May 25, 1866. AS avery small 
chil she moved to Berwick ile, Lowa, whore 
She grew up, The family lved on asolaie’s pe 
Sion. Her father Davis WeGiaughin ned served 
nd was killed inthe Civil War. May MeGlaugh 
lintramed and appreniced as aseamstress and 
became @ cresemaker John Craig anc May 
MeGlaughtin woremavrieson the 18h March 
1889, in Des Moines, lowa. The John Craigs 
operated a small faim and dary in the Des 
Moines area fora few years ana cia contract 
freighing, Charles, Loren, Bary, Lele and Ralph 
wore bom in lowe, In 1897, John Craig took a 
{rp to Pendalton, Oregon, with te idea of mow 
ing there, bat instoas heard of Alberta and son 
1989 ne came to the Lacombe area accompa 


led by ne sx yar old son, Loren, He“tile” on 
the NE of 42°1-5 inthe dstact which would 
200m be known as the Chapel Schoo! dstrict 

In 1900, on the 25th of October, Mr ana Ms, 
4onn Craig. with five chigren, awed at ther 
inew homestead thas often been told what 2 
Beautiful day the 25t of October was tha a 
twenty-four hours iter It was very cold and 

‘John Graig became & Canadian citizen in 
1903 snd “proved up" oF received the “patent 
for nis farm in rl 1903 

4804, John and Ma 
family to Lacombe where they operated the 
town of Lacombe dary until 7008. The main 
reason for moving to Lacombe was to. get 
Schooling for tne famiy In 7908, they moves 
back tothe homestead north of Bentley where 
thy farmed unt 1913, They then had an 2uc- 
tion sale conducted by C.F. Damron onthe 17th 
fof March, 1913. After ths sale, Jono and May 




















Craig ented thee farm to thet son, Loren, an 
‘they and Lola, Ralph Artur, Murol snd RUD 
moved to Bratleooro, Vermont. where toy 
Doug yet another farm Ii ntresting to note 
that the contract fortis purchase reads that 
the former owners would sll thelr farm, (80 
‘The Craigs bought this farm as © completly 
Rocked farm end were once again inthe dary 








|. 1917, the whole family returned to Ben. 
tuey, Alberta, Canad to the NE, of 6421-5, 
lanere they resided unl theie passing. In the 
‘btuary welten on banal of John Crag, 
‘mentions him ab being one of five ratepayers 
regent when the new senoal district of Cha 
pel was formed In 1908 and was Chaiman of 
fhe board when ther new schoo! wae Sul 0 
24 


May Craig died on August 26, 1991 and 
John F Craig died February 23, 1953. Both sre 
burted in the Bontiey Cemetery. 

“To this marriage were barn eight children: 





CCharies — 1891 - A printer, ive mast of nse 
In he State of New York. USA. Died Now. 12. 
1983, 


Loren — 1493. A farmer in the Bently asec 
Died March 28,1971 


Beryl — 1896 - Married LA, (Bil) Gunna 
formed in Bentiey cstict. Died Aug. 20,1974 


Lols — 1807 - Married Lynn Smith, moves t 
Vermont, USA. ane stil Ios tore 








Ralph — 1900 - Lived most of hi ile in New 
Jersey, USA. Died May 28,1976 


Arthur — 1902 Married Mabel Massing, armed 
Inthe Rimbey district. Died Nov. 16, 1957 


Muriel — 1905-Marrid Otter Massing schoo! 
teacher and later schoo! inspect. Lived many 
Years in Eamonton: Now lwng a Tenty Lodge, 
Calgary 


uth — 1908 - Married Kenneth Sweetman, 
farmed in the Bentley area Taught school st 
(Outlet and Bentiy for many years. Retired to 
{scom®e where they sil ive 
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CRAIG, HARRY GRANT & 
LOUISE LORRAINE 
By Harry Calg, Writen January 1963 


| Harry) was born on August 15, 1924 and 
haya lived on this farm al my ie. One of my 
most lating memories of my youth was of ouF 
hhause burning in 1929 had been outside play= 
ing, was Saturday, the 13th ot Api abeautul 
warm ety. Dad, (Coren Craigh and his hited 
mon, Pete Fox and Joe Hanetk, were geting the 
Roraes eosdy to stat teis work that afternoon. 
went ack to the nouse fora dink of water and 
Upset a container of gasoline. The fumes from 
the gas were exploded by the wood fre in the 
Cookstove and Immediately tho whoa house 
twavon te. Motharandthehred gi, (Mrs. Fo). 
Were bured an the arms somewhat. The 
house and all contents were lost. 

Tgatmy puble schooling at Centreview and 
high School at Rimboy and Red Deer. A few 
{years alter high sehoal,lanroliedat the Agric! 
{ure Collage at Olde and spent two wonderfl 
‘wintors there. These classes at Ree Door and 
‘tas wore the only ties that | actualy et tis 
farm I met Louise Dixon at O13 College, the 
{youngest of te family of Frank ane Mary Dix- 
{on The Dixsons were “od ime” farmers inthe 
Foremost area, Justa few miles ftom the US. 
Border Louise and | marted on January 16 
1949, and ved anc farmed with my Yk for ten 

‘Shortly after we were married, Mother, Dad, 
Louise anc! started an enterprise which has had 
profound influenes on our family. We went 
info the registered Polled Hereford business 
2nd tl raise them 

On Maren 4 1959, ur ol trend, CF. Dam: 
fon, sold my parents and ou cattle and on the 
‘th of March, 1889, aur machinery ana other 
livestock n April we Dough my parents’ farm: 
255, and also the NW. of 12-41-25, We pald 
$40,000.00. When | next saw Joe Mordsroe he 
askod me It | was erazy because | had pald 
{hat much Look what land sels for now. 

‘Some of the most intresting things that 
have happened to usar! Louies joined the Far 
‘hee Ladies Clubin February, 1848 Shewesthe 
Youngest member at nat time, Now, in 1320, ahs 
‘sone ofthe older members, tough tne name 
this clubhes boon changedonceor twice. ts 
wth real prige tht Louies thinks of hecealta8 
the thre "Mrs. Craig" to bolong to it.The st 
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being Mrs. John Craig, second Mrs. Loren Craig 
fand then Louis, Mrs: Harty Graig. Loulse nas 
been a typical Forshee lacy. She does spring 
field work, haying and harvesting, enjoys her 
frden ana many, meny eats 
wes wer fortunate tobe involved in soveral 
‘community activities; the Forshee Hall Board 
tnd the Beotley Hopital Gos. | was "made’ 
Secretary of the Alberta Poliea Hereford Club 
wwe it was formed in 1955 and hele that pos 
tion tor eleven years | sang withthe Fimbey 
Barbershop Chorus and more recetly | have 
been involved with the "Forshee Farmers” sing 
{ng graup. Of our many intresting community 
stalites, one of the more rewarsing ones for 
[Louse andi has baen our éH Boot Clubinvolve- 
‘ent When our son Grant turned 10 years, we! 
Joined 4H! Wo were involved as leaders and di 
‘eetors, judges, ete. Ater Grant and Laure out 
‘grew the atual elu activites, we continued to 
many judging eompettions ena damon 
rations with our cattle | was lso asked many 
Times to judge public peaking competitions 
in 1975, we started a new aspect of our 
Polled Hereford business by holding our own 
nual production ses. Tha fist two were with 
bur old trend, the late Chestor (Hoot) Gideon 















“Those wereheldinthefallafthe year. Starting in 
1979, we Dogan having these sale inte spring 
And the las few years, ur son Grant ang aut 
Reighbors, Wayne ang Helen Bradtorg, have 
faken par Alot our sales have boen held atthe 
Alberts Hereford Contoat nists ang al have 
‘bean consucted by Jock Bieckiock auctioneer 
from Saskatoon, 

"our family 


‘Boni June Graig — June 5, 1082 died July 
1968" Buried Bentley Cemetery 


Grant Dixson Craig — April 10, 1954, a farmer 
Tiving jst few mies from our hame. 


Laurie Lee Craig —Noverber2, 1057, student 
St NALT. taking Market Management. Wil 
‘graduate in 1981 


Incocantyeare, we have acquired one more 
person that we think of as family. Robert 
(Scotty) Summers came over from Scotland a 
few years aga. He met Grant when they were 
both working at Latimers at Oids. Since th 

‘ime, he has boon “aroung the Craigs aul 

BIL At the time of thie writing, he fs ving and 
working withthe Craigs and wil tke part in 
‘hale sale. Scotty was bom on August 17 1947, 











CRAIG, HARRY LOREN, & ELLEN (NELLIE) 
BEATRICE 


By Harry G. Craig, Witton January 1981 





Loren Craig was bom February 12,1888 at 
Des Moines, loa, U S.A. He came wth his par 
fonts and brothors, Charles and Ralph and si 
ters, Beryl and Lois #0 Canada in 1000. Hie 
formal education wae startin Lacombe when 
his parents moves thee in 1903 and then he 
stlondes Chapel School wien they retuned to 
that alsteet in 7008, He was very proud that he 
had 8 grade Tour edveation Of coureo basic 
reading, wating and artnmetic were al that 
viere necessary in TO19, with hia dacs (John 
Craig) signature, ne wes able to eon the 
Nw of 7-42-1-5 for homestead, When the rest 
(ofthe family moved to Vermont that yest, De 
‘porated his and his father's farm, He told the 
NW. of 7 to Frank Veal in 1918 

(On December #8, 1918, Laren bought the 
west nalf of 24-41-26 from Ludwig Larsen for 
the sum of $6,000.00, The contract reads "tat 
8 down payment of $3,000.00 wa pals and the 
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blanco was to be pad for at the cate of 
$1,000.00" per yest and interest at 6%. Thay 
were to “aeal a the Union Bank of Canada in 
the Vilage of Bentley. At the time of wring, 
this land has been owned by Craigs for sty 
two years an the only peopte to own tis land 
wore the ones who homesteaded Mr Larson 
tnd the Crags. 

Ellon (Nell) Grant (Gra) was born at 
‘Turner Valley, Alberta, Maren 2, 1289, oldest 
aughter of Jack and Maggie Grant. The Grants 
‘were anchors They grow hay and pasture for 
horses andcatte but very tle grain. Theharses 
were registered Porcheronsand wereraieed and 
Sd for breeding purposes ana Weighting. The 
Grants had the “coal rights” on NW. 
21-10-25 and "strip mined” and suppiod coal 
‘uring the twenties for some of the steam 
‘operated ailing rigs. The early “ol om" oc 
Corres on their and acjacent ranches, Nello 
Sttondes school arose the road tram el fa 
ly farmstead and then th family moves to C 
‘gary $0 that high senoo! could be obtained. In 
4918. She graduated trom Calgary_orma 
school with 2 leachor’s certifies, 1819, she 
Applied forthe joD of teaching st Cantreview 
‘Schoo! and led with the Leonard Snows whe 
Became ike secon parents to er, 























In 1820, Loren and Nelle were married ans 
buit'a naw Rome "on top of the Ml” a8 the 











gnbors called i, on the NW. of 2-41-25 
Tey had three chiloren: Margaret May Graig 
(Shupe) born May 9, 921, whe has mace a 
aroor of teaching, mostly in Edmonton. Hatey 
Grant Craig, born August 15. 1928 John Robert 
rig, bom Februery 8, 1984. "Jack" rained as 
‘heavy duty mechanic and workod at his ade 
for many years 

Between bables, Nelle taught school at 
Lockhart and Chapel and Contreview. She 
Cerin ejoye reminaing in at yeas 

teacher" She was Presigent of the Forshee 
Ladies Community Club and the Get Together 
Ladies Club for many yoars, Past Matron of 
‘Alexandra Chapter, O.£ 8. in Lacomee and 
ferved a6 Alberta Grand Representative to the 
Idaho Grand Lodge or tree years. Hor intrest 
in community affars vere ftom Vietory Bond 
Seleswornan during the war years to MC. at 
many functions. Sne was widely know for hee 
Footing oft Takes a Heap O' Livin to Make 2 
House « Home! 

‘As a young man, Loren was en active 
member ofthe Gentre Valley bal foam. Othor 
members were Bill anc John Ingram, Charle 
Brown. the Evernden boys and the Raymonds 

Horaue were a vary important part ofthe 
‘craig tam; they ware raised, worked ridden, 
‘ought and sold. The goos teams were brousht 
Up 10 is" aold atthe Lacombe nots sale, 
land more were made ready, a never ending 
challenge to Laren 

Loren was 8 schoo Wustee for many yoars 
tor the Centreview School and far ninatoon 
years, secretary of the Centreviow Muti 
Telephone Co. Both Loren anaNolliowerekee” 
supporters ofthe "Pools, "Grain Growers" and 
the "UA". Thelr farm gradually grow. The 
NW. of 2-41-25 wae bought from the CP 
Curing the 18208 and the SE, of 24-49-2-5 in 
4047" They became breeders of Registered 
Polles Heretords In 1940 

in 1970, Laren ang Nollie celebrated tty 
years of marriage on July 28. All members of 
{heir immediate family wore home. A large 
‘crowd of relatives and frends ware on Rando 
‘Congratulate them. The so-called retirement 
was done on a quarter section of land, NW. 
‘ouag-t5, just couple of miles out of Bentley 
where they continaee to ale a Faw registred 
Cate and vis with ol and now frends 

‘Loren died March 28, 1971. Nello ied ina 























car accident in Lacombe, October 20, 1973. 
‘Bots are buried in he Bentley Cemetery. 


(CRAIG, GRANT DIXSON 
Wien January 1983 


{was born on Api 10, 1954 in Bartle. 

‘urfamily vedi amodsiedgranary unt 
was fve, at whieh time we maved nto the old 
{ren Graig house. Coincidentally, a the same 
‘age my Bad, Harry, moved into I the early 
Sommer of 1959, Chester Giceon gave me my 
fist morse the frst of many 

Tattended senool in Gentey inthe conven: 
tional manner until tho Bentley Schoo! Burnes 
town in thefall of 1977, then went to Lacombe 
Compost High Schoo Up unt ae sv 
hed a8 many horses as Dad woule allow, ve 
to  doven generally. | also had two or three 

"went to wor fr Franklin O. Roosevelt J 
in tne winter of 1978.1 got he joo through Daa 
Soling, some purebred cattle to Roosevelt. | 
‘came back to. Dad's farm that summer ahd 
Started Olds Collage inte fall | worked at Re 
inital Cattle Co. during my fist year a Caliegs 
lang the summer of 1974 | was On the College 
fodeo team and wrestling team, ods bulls ana 
bareback norses ane toughtbulis atmost pact 
fee | placed socond im tny weight atthe Fis 
GAC tournament. After finishing two- 
fees course fn Agiulture, |-came, back tO 
Bad's farm in the spring of 1978. I moved to 
the old Charley Sorensen, (Big Charoy) tam, 
ithe north end of Gull Lake, 0 the fall of 
1975, 

| bought the Sorensen farm from Das in 
1976, Mid in 8 new 12" 20" house with no 
Dlumaing. By the spring of 1979 had 260 nead 
bt pureores Polled Hereforés and 20 head of 
Pulebred horses of various breeds. To date, the 
Dest years of my fe were in tat ita house, 

inthe fal of 1979. Bought he allan Moore 
farm where live now. Cattle, horses and dogs 
fre sil my mainstay 











CRAIG, LAURIE 
Wetten January 1981 


Hospital 
From 1962 uni 197, went to Bentley Ele 
mentary and Junior High Shoot, Tt was then 


‘born in 1957 Inthe Bantley General 





‘hat the Bentley High Schoo! bumed to the 
round. | took two yoars in Lacombe and fin- 
Shed my last years in the now Bontiy High 
Schoo! 

“Throughout my childhood, the 4H Boot 
(luo played big part. expecially pubic speak 
Ing | gure eka for atx year, probably the 
‘lest I came to being an ahite 

My fist big move was to Rea Deer where 
spent one yoar as arceptonst with Tilley and 
Carell Optometrists and one year at Red Deer 
CCotloge taking Recreation Administration. 

Edmonton was the next move, and | sil 
reside there I wont to University in Recreation 
‘Adminstration, spent one Year going various 
Interesting jobs ftom cooking up at Great Bear 
Trophy Lodge to cocktail waitressing in: @ 
lounge. 

[Pam now in my sacond and tinal year of 
Marketing Management at MALT. amy an a¢- 
tive member and the President of Tower Power 
‘Toastmasters Club 











(CUMBERLAND, MANLEY FAMILY 
By Norva Landry 

Maniey and Nite Cumberand, with their 
on, Harley, moved tothe former Dayton Ware. 
ham farm an Mareh 2, 1948, Nita, aaaughter of 
Me 8 tre §, Nicholson, nad ved and aughtin 
the Outlet ana Chapel districts, among others, 
and had married and led in Rimbey and Loe 
dale, prior to their move to Bante 

Harley atonded the Gul Lake school and 
later the Bently schoo 

‘Manley died In 1964 and Nita eventually 
moved to the Senior Citizens Lodge in Lat 
Combs, where she resided unit her deatn on 
May 1, 1973 

Harioy stil ves onthe farm ane works in 
Lecomte 





CUMMINGS, GEORGE AND AGNES 
By Myatle Kozak 


‘Thomas and Jane (Burrows) Cummings 
lmmigrated trom sland to Ontario and ater to 
Michigan. afore laavng ireland, Thomas was 
fn accountant In 1898 Mr ands. Cummings, 
with thet family of four - Bl, George. Winnie 
find Thomas Je. Io Saginan, Michigan, and 
tame to Gull Lake where George acquired @ 
Sawmill anc had atarge boat oul to work nthe 
lember trae, The saw was tuted on the 
‘westside ofthe lake at Sucker Creek and at 
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{Cook's Point (now Bicch Bay), They moved the 
‘mil tothe eat side of Gull Lake around 1800. 
Shorty ater the saw was in production 
‘Thomas had alarge boat alld the” Kangarod’ 
built t was eighty four fool In length and 
ninetoon feet wide. Captain Snowdon 
Supervised th eulding ena help was also given 
by George Cummings. CaptainSrowdon wasn 
command until 1800, when command was 
transferred to George Cummings. The 
Kangaroo was first operated as asalling vessel 
nd about 3900 it was converted to steam. The 
‘oat was built to tow logs and eeiver lumbar It 
‘asso used asa pleasure craft Dances were 
hale on the deck ane'Sundaycrules around the 
lake were populsr Nothing is defintely Known 
ou! the endo! the Kangaroo, butte lisved 
it was serapped uring World War One. The 
Kangaroo delivered booms to the sawmil and 
lumbor tothe south endo helake, whore twas 
‘hon loaded and hauled into Lacomive to the 
‘Gommings lumber yard. When tha sawn as 
‘moved ram the west siseaf te laketo te south 
fast corer, the lumber was hauled asc 12 
the lumber yard. The Kangaroo delivered 
umber taal poinis around the lake 

















“The Cummings rink was bul 18030nthe 
prosont LMC. stein Lacombe, wnerethere was 
uring, skating and Hockey. The ink burned 
‘own in 1917 

TLS not known exactly when the mil was 
‘moved out o Walt Crook, west of Landaa, but 
'S betioved to be around 1907 or O08. twas In 
‘operation there unt approximately 1918 

In 1905 Goorge Cummings bought natf of 
Section 30-1-1-5:northf Bentley and hsp 
ents tives there with George and Agnes unt 
1925. that time Thomas ced asa result ofan 
accident with a belt on @ stationary engine. 
Grancma Cummings died 10 days Inter of & 
broken heart 

‘ll Cummings bought ahat'sectonoftana 
north of George. Bil marred Lena Raymond 
Sn they moved to Oragon, where they seed 
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i 1818, wth thee two ehitsren. Sines that their 
‘amily increated by three more chilaren esse, 

‘George Curnings, second 20n of Thomas 
fang Jane Cummings, marieg Agnes Slatr ard 
he died in chidoth Later George married 
‘Agnes Simmons in 1814 and they haa threo 
chilaren, Chale, Myetle ane Georgia 

Charles maried Gladys Potter of Enaland 
at the end of the wat. They has three chien; 











Mee Mis. Tom Curing Se 


George. Ryan, and Wendy. George ts married 
land has three chilren Janel, Michol and Seat 
Ryan died in 1975 and Wendy went east to He 

Myria married Peter Kozak ana thay have 
five children Shirley, Allan, Steven, Shery ans 
Bryan. Shirley married Arnold Bergeson and 
ney ‘have four chilsren: Arnis, who. i In 
France, Staley, Brenda and Chstine Allan, 
has one hid, Craig. Stoven Is married and 
has one son, Dean, ana two daughters, Jamie 
fad ody. Steven Is a heavy duty mechanic 
Sherry i a university graduate and is pre 
sony traveling Austalia and New Zealane 
Bryan is presently apprenticing Tor a heavy 
‘uty mechanic and isin nie third year 

Georgia married Victor Rimey and they 
have two chilaren, Beverly and Kenneth, and 
{hore are four grandchidren. Goorga passed 
away some years ago. 








Minnie Cummings, third child of Thomas 
‘ana Jane Cummings, martid Chares Graham 
and they had four children: Ly, George, Robert 
Sand Ciiflors Uly martied Fas Hankin in 1824, 
dane they hac twalve children. Jim, Ei, Chuck 
Bob. Jean, Myre, Irane, Dick Ger, Bonne. 








Janet. George. There are twenty-three grand 
‘hieren 

‘Geoige Graham maciad Balle Whitworth 
1 they haveno family. Georgepassed away'in 
966, 

Robert Graham dia inthe late 1920 

illo Graham is marred and has (wo 
fo"Sromas Cummings, Jr. fourth chi of Tho- 
mas and Jane Cummings, marred Cora Sters 
fd thay had tes ehiron, Evelyn, Harry as 





CURTIS, DAIZIE MAUD 
By Nona Landy 

Dalzie Curtis was born in Now York State 
in. 1882. She became a nurse, snd while stl 
Tolatively young, lef the States and came to 
Albert, 

"She moved from Rimbey to Bertleyin 1921 
.0r 1822, and set up er own “hospital” in one ot 
Bil Mobhereon's houses. This house, on msi 
street, fs now the home of Emil Kosta. Was 
ber own norpital. She coped with what she was 
fable, and called a cocter, usually om La 
‘Combe, when she felt she was unable tonanale 
the cate ter she cared forthe aged in thet 

In August, 1946, she maid Blaine Hutton 
and they moved to Ladner, B.C. She and lane 
had "kept company” offend on for about 23 
Years prior to thor meriage 

‘Nurse Curis died n ly 10,108 








DAMANT, ALFRED 
By Muriel Huseby 

Mr, & Mra Allred Daman, with ixehiaren, 
tree boys and three gis, came from England 
ftbout 1811, to Taranto where they spent a year 
Before coming west to Bentley. Mrs. Eusebie 
Brownlow was a slstor of Alfred's, There was @ 
lag house onthe SW. 25-40--W.5th one mile 
fnet of Sentloy, Thee was one of het firstnomes 
in Alberts Al the children attended the Bentiey 
School excep! Carieand Perey alltegDamant 
was a wel educated man. He conducted night 
School in the old log Metnodlst Church, for 
young adults who wished to better thelt 
sication. He wes a wizard at mathemati, | 
took my fst shot of algebra from ona of his 
Clagsos, He vas Sesetd n hi teaching by Rev. 
‘AD. Mila. They had as many as tity pups 
ube thera was much salary connected wih 
this work. In order to make a living, Alfred 
Sartod ashoe repair shop inhishome, and aso 
took up house painting and carpentry. Later the 
Famiy moved one mie east and a quarter mile 
north, across the road trom the Fay Hutton 
ballaings. Here they bull @ wo stovey tame 
house. They Red a lease or contact to buy the 
S.W-20-40-28-0/4th. Thay broke some of the 
land, and acquired some cattle and horses. The 
younger gir, Neti, went to the Gull Lake 
School. Percy, the oldest son joined the army. 
And eorved in the Frt Wir Whon he came back 
ho took over most ofthe farming. Things dirt 
0 00 well The depression was coming on. 
Suc, they all went to Alder Fats, and Took 
up homesteads there Allred Damant became 
postmaster, alongwith his farming interest Mr 
Sno hrs. Daman passed away many years ago. 

‘Their houte, on the Meridian, was moved 
down to become part ofthe Eklund house, and 
Ww later moved into Bentlsy to become the 
home of Mrs Knight, one nlock east f the 











Carrie Damant married Herd Binning in 


41921, and settled inthe Woody Nook dare. 
(See “Wagon Wheols”) Herb was filled In an 
automobile accident. Carrie lived in the 
Lacombe Senior Citizens Home, bere later 
passing away, 

Percy Damantmartiod Beatrice Reynoldsin 
1927. They spent a year at Alder Flats before 
{aking over the Reynos farm in Woady Nook 
They Rad five chilren. Bostrice died quite 
young, and Percy lived tobe seventy, 

Muriel Damant became a school teacher 
‘an lator marrad Jeses Huse. in 1980. They 
{fo prosontiy retired and ling In Lacombe, 

‘Tne two younger boys, Harty and Allan, 
B.C. Harry passed away several veers ago 

Nottie, the youngest gic, used to riae 
horseback to the GullLake Senoal Snemarsied 
‘man By the nam of Parker, inte Alder Fats 
Gist, whoro she passed away at avery young 








Carrio and Herb Binning had thre children 
Perey Damant and Beatrice had fve children. 
Muriel ang dessa Huseby nad seven ehiaren 
Allan marriog Barbara Fera in 1942, ang thay 
hed tee chlor, Nate marred Loyd Parker 
In 1828, end they had eight children. Harry 
‘Damant was marced to Beatrice Gedwel 

rs. Alred Dament passed away in 1942, at 
‘the age of seventy-two. 

‘Aes Damant passed away in 1947, atthe 
ago of eighty-six 


DAMRON, ARTHUR E. (@UDD) 
By Marie Damron 

Clarence and Martha Damron were living 
‘on the Romestead west of Bentley when they 
Iearned thoy wore tohaveaseconsehilg Money 
was scarce and the nearest doctor was at La 
Combe, #0 they packed up and went back to 
Nebraska. Clarence went back to workathis od 
{0b inthe stockyards at Omaha 
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Shorty attr, Budd was born, In 1004, 
they tetumed to the Bentley ate! Bude 
few ‘up there and aloncea the Oxford 
‘Schoo. He then farmed locally 

Indaren, 1929, ne married Mare Felis, ana 
that fal moved tothe farm, hal smile north of 
Bently, whore, with the help of Roy Wiese, he 
fea bult the barn, house, and granary which are 
Stil on the place although the house has been 
fomodelled There he farmed and fora short 
{ime bought hogs at Bentley and Forshee. 

‘Budd and Marle werenomads andaftersov 
eral moves locally, they west to Turner Valley 
land bought a ranch there. nthe early 1940's he 
ols ns Heretords and bought some pure-bred 
Guertor Horses ftom Stead. Now Moxico. He 
Became well known in rodeo crles for Mis 
horses. Me raiseg and trained “Penny”, the 
horse that carlag Cif Vandorgifiotop honors 
at the 1953 Calgary Stompede. 

In 1852 Buds was back builslng along the 
imbey highway, & miles north of Bentley. One 
{hing about Buds, no always left a place batter 
than he found i and it di take @ ot of hard 

In 1956, ne sold out again and retuned to 
B.C Inter years ne moves mors often, usually 
wintering in B.C. and summering in Alberta. 
Budd and Maria now reside at the Westview 
Apartments in Bent. 

“Their son, Dan, musically inclined, payed 
with cousin Dick fora while, operategin "One 
‘Man Band’ and now flies for Can West Helicop- 
tere in Calgary 





DAMAON, CLARENCE FRANKLIN, (C-) 

By Mrs. Gertruge Damron, 

Barbara Damron, Marina Connelly 
On January 9, 1878, Clarence Franklin 
Dann was Born in West Viegina, USA. One 
bine three sons bom to Joseph Syron Damon, 
larence,atine age ofeight moved on with his 
family ta 8 place in Nebraska called South 
business of seling. after schoo! and all day 
Saturday ne busied himset with soing Mom's 
ham sandwiches andpapeom bale tothe crows 
tthe stockyarde By the tme ne was fourteen 
he was buying crippled hogs {vom tne 


Commission firme in Omaha and sting them to 
the packers. 
He was also preparing forhis future career, 











and spant some a his time emulating his hero 
Whe just happened to te # noted Iivestock 
suppose 13014 my dad's tam af musa 
thousand times", he would reminisce: "Td 
tulvate corm unt came tone end of the row. 
While the team rested "a auction them to my 
Wile sll in Nebraska Ne met anc marriod 
his tt wif, Martha Imogene Trobough. In 
{02 they to0k th young on Joseph along 
moved to a homestesd in Bentley, Alberta 
Setting on aplace three mileswestangonernile 
arth of Bentioy, they competed ther Tariy 
‘ith vo more sons; Arthur Eawars (Bue), and 
Ned Travough (NT. oF Dick) 
was around 1907 when the Damron 
brothers, CF. and John, opened up Bentley's 
first butcher shop. His recalections of this 
venture wereseling prime teak al hree pounds 
tor 25¢, andot areal grand sale of20 quartersot 
beet to one man at the whopping price of throe 
tents a pound front, and four cans a pound 
Not ana tobe ile Ne also operatedhimeslt 











his own eulding for ight beside nis butener 
{5 widely Known isthe fat that was Pe who 
Caneda 

CF. asisted Art Garros with Mr Oscar Li 
levis sale in Waren, 1008. and on September 
17,1909, heconductedhisfirst eal 7 horses, 22 
prised the fst sale bil and brought in ftal 
fake of sixteen hundred. dallas. Damron 
grossed steer dolars and netted thirtean. 
'$10.00orless went for cash Purchases exceee 
ing th ‘extended crit for 
rine montns at an interest rate ofS. 

you wanna buy, ya gota bic, boys” was 
CF 'sopening ery ttwas once stated, that this 
‘pening sale nother auctioneer was overneard 
{o remark that Damron waa'a smal wind that 
would 8000 blow over Well tha smal wind 
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‘rom oxen ta frying pans was incluced in the 
‘more than four thousand eal he conducted 
was another of his projects. and he sold here 
trom 1923 unti 1964, The Calgary Bull Sale? He 
id all of them, from 1927 through uni 1858. 
Did he ever book of sik? Not ance. He Hew 
oa the bidors to Buy 

He acquired two assistants inthe auctio 
neering department. Murray MacKenzie andhis 
Son NT (O:ek) Damron 

CF kept a lary, andduring tne cepression 
‘years elo farmers farttting ther farms or 
‘racery bil He eutferesthraugh the baa years 
nd rejoiced in the good. wth the people n 
fgricuture A" succeastul man, and one Who 
fuctionsering 

He acquited much and over the years, and 
at one time owned araund forty quarter seo 
tions. Registered Hereford cat were another 
‘this major project. nis spare tme a oul a 
few houses in the Bentey area. Thess were 
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today Theres one ust nov ofthearena where 
Br Mekenarle iva another on the farmsteas 
i834 Stat Avenue, Bentley. where Roy and 

“Special interests? How about the time he 
was made hanorary eet of the Hoboema ibs! 
Sig Chel Sundown’ they called him. C.F. was 
iso a avid sportsman and went big game unt 
ing wit he kes of Ed snd Gerais Olson, Dou 
‘las Enekson, and Clarence. Anderson. A 
Winterzes cabin at Buck Lake made fishing 
Ideal In May of 1964 he received atshing Boat 
from the Central Alberte Agicuttural Society. 
He liked to make his own fies and took part n 
the annual Buck Lake “Whitefish Not Pull, 

His oldest son, Joseph, ced as aresult of 
car aceident at the age of twenty. In 1956 CF 
fmournea the passing of is wife Martha 
the Masonic Lodge in Lacombe, the Keystone 
Chapter No. 2AM: in Rog Deer the Al Azhar 









“Temple in Calgary: the Avetioneers Assocla- 
tion and the Cental Alberta Heretora Club. He 
‘vas also the honorable president ofthe Central 
Aiberta Agreutural Socsely, and @ Trustee of 
the Oxtore Sonoa! District 

th 1957 he marries Gertruse Erickson 
Together. they enjoyed the remaining eight 
Year of his fe, Gertrude Damron stil resides 
{ull and active and til had time tor nis fa 
iy. who remember im as "Big Granda”. was 
Monday, May 10, 1985, when ths veteran auc 
‘nese passed on, But his memory 1 shi alive 








DAMRON, JOHN AND MAGGIE 

My dacs was born in 839, lnois on May 
27,1879, anc'my mother in Kentucky (town uP 
Known), Atay 10,1975. They were married Av 
ust 22,1884 and continueat live inthe States 
tint 1902. at that time they came with Dad's 
their son, Joseph, two years of ago, ana setid 
fon homesteads west nd north of Boney = East. 








[About 1906. the two tamiles moved into 
Bentiay snd in January 1907, opened the Da 
fon Bios, ment marke. After a few years Bert 
‘Thorp bought out Clarence’ interest se by that 
time, Clarence was  fullladge avetionee 








‘ied on by Bert Thorp. Dad sold the butcher 
Shap t0 Bort about 1921 

1918, the spring alter the railroad came 
into Bentley. Dad out the stocsyards. and 
Bought hogs for both Swit Canadian and P. 
Bums. having buyers in Forshee and Rimbey, 
And ater Blfftonang Hoadiay.Hehaboen a 
‘Sock mana hieadulitsandhadvworked inthe 
Stockyards in Omaha for a number of years be 
fore coming to Alberts, o bought an sold cat 
tion adeivon tothe hog business 





Seon alter moving to Bentley trom the 
omestoad, the brothors Bought the SW, 2 
20.15 and built two houses there. hy parents 
farm and moved into Bentiey. They lved there 
forte rest of thee Hives, with the exception of 
fone year, which they spent in Calgary. They 
elbratea their sotn anniversary in 1944, st 
bofere moving tothe ely but ater one year, 
‘ecided ie in a small town sulted them best, 
‘se moved back 





| was born in 1907 soon aftr the move to 
Bentley. but was bor in ilinoi, where my 
moter na gone tobe th ner mother and wa 
for my arrival was brought up here by train 
native Alvertan, 

Mothers heath was never good but she 
100k an active pat in any commumty Me she 
oul and did Jot ot work forthe Red Gross 
Suring the st war She was one o!many excel 
Tent cooks in the date ang kept Boarsers = 
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Schoo! teachers and bank clerks - for many 
years, 

‘Dad was en vie curler and went to many 
bonspisl. He was also good horeeshae 
pitcher and entered many tournaments anda 

id ho made forty-six ringers out of ity ehoes 
pitened 

During the day when Brownlow’s Landing 
tage aut near several ownedby Jaber Meher 
son and next to one owned by WB. Cains, who 
was the bank manager in Gently. Many wond- 
erful times were enjoyed there and my eiaren 
have ond memeries ofthe cottage. There was a 
tennis court aut ront and people came trom 
allalong tnebeach toenjoy agame andvist wth 
neighbors, 

‘tera long lness, Mother passod away in 
the Lacombe Hospital in Apri 949, and was 
Buried Bently Oac came to ive with us ater 
er passing We wore living ante tam south ot 
town atinaiime angen we movedte same 
In 1950, he went with us His healt fale ater 
that and he to aed nthe Lacombe Hospital n 
088 and was buried In Bentley 






nae Mase Darran ae Hark ard Drath Hee 





DAMRON, NT. FAMILY 
‘By Mabe! Hunter 

NZ. (Dick) Damron was born January 20, 
1909 in Lacombe and wes the third son of Mi 
and Mis, C.F. Damron, 
farm anawith the eae wis taking ne seneo! 
Ing in Bentley 

in 1928 ne wentto Camrose Normal Schoo! 
and after graduating, aught the trst year at 
Slavey, then in Sedgewick, Gull Lake school 
near Lacombe and seven years es principal in 
Bentley, White in Sedgewick, he marisd Ma 
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bel Margaret Rombou 
pioneer family 

Dick and Mabel moved te the farm northot 
Bentley, whore aswell as farming, heran alge 
herd ot good, purebred Hereford atte andtook 
‘many prizes at are aroun the county. 

Tn 196, Dek started inthe actioneor bus 
ress withhisdaguntG F passed away 1965. 

‘Due to i Neath Dick sold al Ps cattle in 
1968 ane passed away ator a longthy Hines in 
stone 1970 


daughter of sn ola 











daughter The oldest son, Bo®, termed with is 
dad for many years, ater working for sometime 
for the 8.6 n Lacombe and Winnipeg Hes 
‘ow retired on an acreage north of Bentey. Our 
Second son, Josoph Glen (Diek) ie an accom. 
lished wrtr and singer of country and western 
music. Ho-has recorded fourteen albums and 
Several singles He has been named Top Male 
Yori Yor three years in succession ana has 
‘many other awards for song writing and enter. 
England and Europe as well as going to Nash 
vile for recoxaing sessions "He also has an 
fereage north of Bentley hich he ealls home 
But spends much of ns time traveling, Howard 
‘me youngest son sahelicote pot now sa 
‘manager fr Trans-West Helicopter Service n 








Whitehorse and Dawson City. Lora, our only 
‘daughter, Ives n Innit, here she works in 





the Bank of Nova Scotia, We nad 8 grandes 
fan and 4grestehiren : 
Damron homein Bentey. where westilliveand 
spend aur winters Arizona, 


DAMFON, WEBSTER WASHINGTON 

Webb, a8 he was known locally. was an un 
cle to John, Clarence and Harry Darron 

‘Botore coming to Canada, he worked in the 
stockyards st Omaha, Nebraska formany years 
hospital fra long tme. Being unebie to retun 
to his old jab, he decided to come fo Canada 
where he had relatives and served in Bentley 
bout 1932, 

Webb lowed gardens with his old team, 
Joo and Charlie, and he was very fond: and 
rou of thom, even though they occasionally 
‘edge of town, where he and nis wite Kitty ved 
‘moved tothe Grady Palmer acreage, whieh was 
§Scross fom where the High Schoo! now stance, 
Bt he age of seventy-six years. 

‘Hewes agood Oia Time Fiader and played 
fight up until he ced. He wae ured inthe Ben 
tay cometary 











Recollections of a chile immigrant a 1968 
My tater, John 8, Dane, arrvedin ani 

grant box car at Blacktalds Alberta inary duly, 
1903 Tarrved at he same place itn my mather 
ang older stor fow days lator About he sam 

anvval in Alberta sil | have goad memory of 
‘many event ang problems of thoso cay yous, 
fd asa retired teacher with over forty years of 
teaching exnerlanoe n Alberta laseroams and 
the holder af wo University Degrees. feo!that 
tam qualified, and perhaps have a duty to set 
day asthey apply tothistownehipand inparic. 








lar to the neighborhood and community 
round my fathers homestead. Strlety speak 
ing that community included arow of sections in 
tovinahip 40 along the northside of township 39 
rant car contained two horses, harness for 
thre norses, one horse buggy with harness 0 
Box and spring with lazy back, a set of bob 
Sleigh, twa sections of drag narrows, a dise 
harrow, a mower and eet dump hay rake. 2 
Plough, sixty rods of woven wire far hag fence, 
{wo logging chains, two hand sawe, a croscout 
sw, a 9ucK sw. anaxo, garden hee, agarcon 
Fake, aspade ashovol anda imitesassortment 
brother tools. There was also food for his horess 
and eatle ang about 1000 Doar fet of lumber 
to be used later forthe floor and root of log 
“The car also carree ourhausehold tacts: 
twa bods, # sofa, two tables, four ehars 0 
‘ook stove with recervoiranc hearth. There was 
‘so 8 considorabie number af cishes pots ne 
pans. There was sso a chide wagon and 
Fandsleigh, ana the wheels and axes of an oS 
aby buggy whicn became my possessions for 
play. 
‘My parents lived In Biscktalds for 9 few 
weeks, perhaps & month, then moved with ther 
possecsions to the homestead of a bachelor 
Famed Henry Stone. The nearest corer of his 
omestead was one helt mile due narth othe 
nearest comer of my fathers, Henry Stone a 
Towed my paren to use his log snack fora fe 
‘wooks white they built @ house on thelr own 
homestead. I can well momber a raw sendy 
fet out In the lumber wagon Yo move fo thet 
homestead. My mother arovethe horses anamy 
father went ahead with an axe to remove wind 
faltren that blocked the road along the cute 
reached the northwest corner ofmy father's - 
tmostead and a ste was eslctes for tha ove 
‘To protect me from the cold wind my father 
led two horee Blankets to tee tees In 8 
Semis fashion, tut afire near the centre ot 
{at semi-circle, and placed me between theirs 
and ihe blanketsto keep mewarm while aothmy 
rents worked on the hove, {fancy | sag fal 
fsloep or | remember no more ofthat days 
fetus, A few days later a neighborhood bes 
ft men gathered st hesite.Somemencut down 
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ragged those wees tothe ste Others pooled 
‘he logs and sl others placed theiogs in place 
for the walls {risk my father did most ofthe 
finishing work. The boars he nad brought In 
‘the box ear provided the roo! an toor Under 
‘Heath was aeliar The house had four winows 
fad one door, The cracks betweenthe logs wars 
Dastered with mortar inside and out and the 
Dutside was banked with ert Ita quite warm 
Inside the nouse curing the winter, and the 
wood cookstove provided al the Meat requted. 
‘There was plenty of gooa ary wood close bythe 
house Yor fue, But had to be cut nto lengths 
uitabiefor he eookstove and this proved quite 
2 chore for my mother during the winter ays 
thnen my far was not at home 

Tradition to the house my tther Bed to 
fina time to build @ tog barn forthe cows and 
nom aright during warm weather Healsohd 
to nd time to ure his mower angraket9 put up 
hay from the gras. vetoh and peavine which 
bounded at tho ime, That was tne ony fed 
vaio for stock te frst winter but was quite 
asequate 

‘Wi his wife and children housed forthe 
Totina wark a provide te foatar us He nay 
Gia tnd employment with a man whose pare 
Shallspellas Joe Bouauetts, probably a French 
Canadian, He hed established s sawmil onthe 
‘SW. 10-20-1-W5, which was fourmiles trom our 
home. It was tao far tor him f9 return nome 
except for Sunday week-ends. In letor years | 
Femorbor my father saying thal his wagesatthe 
wml was $15.09 per month, He was net paid 
Ineash but had to accept Bouquets crocitata 
Store for groostes and other neods. {think he 
Fed to usetnis creat at led Door store, In any 
ase, tnt ered, slong with some butlor made 
ftom ho milk of our cows and traded or grocer 
ies, kept the wolf starvation ftom our door hat 

The pioneer settler of his community had 
cone great economic advantage-the open ange 
Itprovidedbath feedin tne winter andpastrein 
summer, fr bth noress and catia and tes in 
{um proved beasts of burden, meat. mk. bu 
fer and cheese forte table For the tat veto 
tan Years of our pioneer days, sections 2,27, 
and 28 were also open range. 

My father's nomasteed. when we fst a 
fives, had enough open area that he could.use 
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nis mower an rake to cut and stack consigera- 
ble nay to teed nis stock during the winter 
‘months. The hey was largely vetcn and poavine 
find grew fo heights 020 0 24 Inches tmads 
‘wonderful fed but unfortunately auch lagu 
‘gow each year from seed, and by removing the 
Fay my fathr also removed the sso that ths 
legumes disappeared in about twa yosts, tobe 
‘placed by much shorter grass that made ess 

‘and of inferior quality. However. during the 
fret year, Ive often hears my mother say Now 
the cows would come back tthe cara! late 
faternoon angel to bo miked, to relieve tel 
ders, 

“The early setters tied many schemes to 
‘entures Wied by my father There was fst the 
During ot tmestane, second the cling of 
(nate walls for farm use: and third. te organi 
Zation ofa cream route by which he was paid 
to haul croay to a Bentioy creamery 

“The limestone ventura involved too much 
time and labour and it wes not considered ve 
nomicaly feasible, 3o was slscontinved alee 
‘one years poration The wl ciling out, and 
the tw mon drilled on various farms east of 
Biscktlde al summer. Forhis share othe work 
ash, ut! Tel certain that watever cash was 
tclually earnee and received was appled tothe 
Cost ofthe putt and the expanse ot operation 
0 know thst aconsiderablepart ofthe payment 
for these wes was taken inthe form of cat | 
do Know that my father recsived six or eight 
head ot cows and nthe lat fall he solsrisshare 
at the out fo Shepherd for amaderately good 
team ofcratthorsesancawelldrileg on sown 
homestead at a later date. Ths verture was 
‘mare successul than the ime kin but It separ- 
fo aocept ull esponsbiiy forthe homestead 
nd oor limites possessions, m his absence 

‘The Cream Route About 1909 or 7910 my 
father accepted the job of picking up cream 
ftom tne various neighbors and delivering to 
the Bontioy Creamery. As I emamber. nomad 
two tips @ Wook during the summer and one 
uring the winter The creamery supplied him 
with two or three arge barrels with tight coves, 
Tostorethecreamintransit He alsohedaspring 
balance to weigh each patron's cream, and set 
Of test bottles nto which my father paced a 
“small sample! each patron's ream, 90thatthe 





























roamery could later determine its butter fat 
‘anton the Basis on which tomake payment. 
‘The total length ofthe cream route was about 
twonty mils. | think my father operated tis 
onture Yor two years It served the homes of 
bight to en setlrs and ames there may ave 
‘been more. This route must have included the 
Norwegian settioment 

“Tho carly seers pad two Kinds oftaxes.on 
tele lang. The Sere! Tax was early alwys 
paid in cash and amounted to about $809 per 
‘Quarter or O5e per acre. Because these taxes 
‘rere paid in ash there was aways a song 
While those taxes could be paid in cash they 
‘were usually paig i labour. In general och 
ator was requredtowork two dayewithaman 
fad two horses to pay his tnees on 8 quarter 
Section. The rate was considered f0 be $10.00 
farn $5.00 for 10 nouts of work. The absentee 
land owners neato pay in cash which wasuisea 
to pay for equlpment, culverts, and other ex 
ences. The total Improvement tax was $10.00 
{here was less resistance to any increase 
Gimatie Conattions In Pioneer Daye 

Inthe years prior tothe end of Worl War 
there seemed to be eavier rainfall an inthe 
following yoars. Cerainy the water tablo was 
much higher Most ravings nad lowing crooks, 
‘many fed by springs that cause the crooks to 
tow the year round Low areas were often ied 
Common. in many places hand dug wes 10t0 
15 oot doop would do for domestic use. On one 
‘occasion a spring broke out on my father's farm 
from a. gogher nole-on a high hile, that 
flowed for several weeks. Aut the samo time 
thore wore two instances of stam factors at 
thrashing time sinking down to Fre Water ona 
high, ard what appeared tobe, cry roadbed. | 
fm well aware tha rainfall statics in tose 
Yyoars at litle itferent hm those of today, but 
probably the extensive covering of bush and 
Sra8s prevented the run-otof ran and srw. 

‘There was alsa the problem of oary ost 
The coal arin the hilly areas would sti inthe 
Valleys and warm air would rise fo the higher 
levels. This was frost drainage, whieh often 
saved the erops on the higher lang at the ex 
pongo of those in the valleys. nae river valley 
Fave known potato vines to freeze right f0 the 











ground In July, while in the hily areas they 
Would sil be green in October, These frost 
{reas had an effect cn land values, Many fre 
rs fonded to elther trade tel iow area for 
080 in tho hills, or Duy such land for larger 
‘permions, West always tended to freeze in 
chicken fee. I produced 80 bushels of frozen 
Grain As the land was cleared drainage was 
ore rap. Now varities of grain ware deve 
Taped, ferlzers introduces, larger high pom 
red machinery came into use and grain de- 
eloped a5 say on the tow land ae on th 

fore 10 dip 10-80 For lomer, and not Hsing 
Digher thar 40 Fe the “heat of the day" Eve 
feryone talked about the exceptionally cold 
winter of 1908-07, when the temperatore never 
ose above -20 For six consecutive wooks 

"Another severe wintor was 1919.20 when 
the snow carne Oct 20 and remained unt May 
3. Hoary snowfall and shortage of feed a wall 
a5 cald temperatures, resulted in the loss of 
rhovsands of catia 
Development: 

Mast of the pioneer nomes were small and 
built of logs. By the outbreak of he first Works 
War some of these naa boon replaced by frame 
structures and many others nad been onlarged 
Also by thistime practcaly every fama been 
fenced andmany subdivided int areas or oids 
8nd pastures, The open range haga but sap 
‘eared. By this tie the pra tals had been 
feplacea by din roads, built with horee craw 
Graders. Brlages over the Blindman River were 
Bult reasonably close to each other snd eral 
streams had wooden bridges. There was No 
S'avol or hard surfacing, and the dit roads 
{urred to mud with every vain oF spring thaw 
‘The Telegho 

ntholatfllof1810te Provincial Govern 
‘ment built the first rural telephone tne out of 
Bentley. ran south from Bently two mils, 
‘Men two miles west, then tree and shat south 
for about on years. Thelineservedten ortwelve 
tamilles the first year, but branch lines wore 
s0n added. Every phone onthe line rang whe 
fever onencighnorcalled another and alicould 
Hsten i on he conversation byte simpleactol 
taking down the reser. twas especaiy use 
{Ulinemergencies, when all wereslrtady one 
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tong rng. the same year a ine was ult west 
‘tom Slacklles. We could phone anyone on 
that tine but had to go through Bento. La 
combs, to Blacktalas. This moart toll charge 
bof about.d0eforthreeminutes, The onginal cot 
(ft rural telgphane was $15.00 per year paid 


‘The Motor Cs 

[About 1995 ora Ita earlier the motor car 
‘mage its appearence and by 1920 nearly al the 
farmers owed one. Ae used cara at that time 
were scarcely avaiable, nearly all were pur 
Chased new. The Model T Fora nad a price tag 
lsroune: $650.00 o7 $700.00. had @ high clear 
‘mon inthe niga of the road at hat ime twas 
the cheapest cr to buy but hac some ungesia- 
Dio features. Fist of hese was the lack ofa thie 
forware gear and tha fact thatthe grver Naso 
Continuously press ona foot pedal to Koop tin 
Gear. That was avery tiresome ordeal when the 
{ver nad to come from fown ten miles or more 
Inne mus and continously press on that foot 
pda. Another disadvantage waste lack ofa 
Battory and sot! starter The operator nad 10 
‘move tothe font of the car to start he motor 
With @ hand crank tthe motor stalled on the 
oad hehadto get outto start again. The third 
Sisadvantage was poor ights. The lights oper= 
2ted from amagneto bull into the fy wheel ana 
‘Would only aperate properly withthe motor at 
high spoed. a drver slowed fora culvert oF 
‘ur Rol the lights aimmed a he very time he 
ranted them most. iis nacmel speed was 
bout 20 mph but on goad raed with an 
‘pen throttle it could make about 45 








A somewhat more expensive car equipped 
with battery, stistartr nd standard gear shi, 
witha third speed forward, was the Chevrolet 
“Model 490. ts price tag was $85.00 to $980 00 
lake the road abuse ofthe cheaper Ford, and 
far was to enlarge the size of te commmusiy. 
Whereas towns such as Lacombe and Red Dear 

rea four of fve hour arve with horse and 
buggy, the car reduced this to. Ts hours or 
iss. While the car provided many benefits i 
woakoned the social cemont that bound peo- 
ple together. While people in early pioneer 
fays ha ta look to their close neighbors for 
‘mutual assistance, the ear mage thom loss de 
pendent on ane another 
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‘The People: 
“The early plonger neighborhood consisted 
of fiteen fo twenty families plus afew more in 
the trnge areas | believe athe families except 
two had immigrated to Canada from the US.A 
Several were of Seancinavan extract trom 
North Dakota ana the mid-western states One 
family wes English and ane om Ontario. In 80 
far as | can remember all were non-Catholic 
‘Ore man inthe community wes known tO use 
alcohol, end only about thvee used tobacco. 
‘Theboyeand young mon detintely avoid the 
feototalersWnen @ young couple marred it 
Sons the groom passed cigars tothe men only 
land pemmape s third wouls partake. | think (his 
nonsmoking tendency i well iusiratog by an 
rent that occuted at a noon day meal a 
{hresning time. There were ton or twelve men 
round the fable when one exclaimed, "Wel 
People were good neighbors to eachother. 
Equipment of one neighbor, when notin use 
Was always available tothe use of others. Work 
Bees’ wore common and neighbors equertly 
fexchanged work when tasks were Too dificult 
for one man 
Markets 
In those days there were 90 shopping con: 
tres but a "General Store” that sola everything 
ftom barb wira to fea and sugar, at both Bentley 
and Sylvan Lake. Baeklaids was tho nearest 
fallway conte, The homesteads would trade 
butter and eggs for essentiats euch a8 sugar, 
fal, four. This barter for wearing apparel was 
Supplomented with curren. but the Use of 
cheques waa very rare, Credit did exist and 
foarly everyone made some use of # The 
mrorchant amply gave you what you needed 
Sno tre customer paid ata later date. Some 
‘About 18100 1912some mites marking 
of grain and lvestock began to develop at La 
Combe. Grain was hauled ta the elevators there 
‘rovers from Lacombe woule scout the west 
‘Country fornogs ane arrange dates fr hogs 10 
be delivered thre, to make up acarid, tobe 
Shipped tothe Calgary Stock Yards. The farmer 
Tecetved about $6.0 per ct. Ive weight 





























‘About 10090" 1910 the Canadian Northern 








Railway seached Syivan Lake and later bult 
‘westward te Nordegg. At stout the same tine 
the Alberta Cental Raiway ‘alt wostware 
through Sylvan Lake to Rocky Mountain House. 
Soon afterwards the C PR took possession of 
Alberta Central and by 1915 or 18 armors were 
fable to shove’ grain into cars at Sylvan Lake fo 
Shipmentto the Lakenesd. About two yeas ator 
fn slovator was bull at Sylvan Lake and that 
‘lage became a clase point for aain shipment. 

fn the allot 1917 the Lacombe ang Nortn= 
western Falvay was Lit into Bentley. A grain 
levator andsteckyarcs s0nTollowod ander 
tley became the grin and livestock markel for 
the area. Within one of two years 25 many 3s 
nine carloads of hogs were shipped auton this 
fallway in one day. During the next few years 
Unt about 1820 prices remainedhigh andmary 
farmers paid of their debts and Became pros 
Baros, fe am wactr mac ts aopstace 
Fainy Creek Church: eo» complet Mistry by 
Marion Gabel) 

‘One supplementary benetit ofthe church 
servos In eary cys was the mal delivery. The 
NS. Nelgon home was on the main roaa trom 
Bentley and next doo to the church. nse the 
{door of the Nelson home they sept aay large 
box, Any neighbor going to Bentley during the 
‘week would bring out the Rainy Crook mal ana 
Srop it into the Nelson ow. From that box 
people would pick up their mall after church 
Eorige. In 1914 the Federal Government es 
fablisned rural mall delvery west trom 
foute was establishes from Bentoy. The two 
Toutes touehod but 6d nat cross at the NS. 
Nelson corner. From that ate forward the 
frail service of the Nelson Home Became re 

tndont 
She. Cart Schoo! 
Unger tat heading) 

Tris schoo! was almost exactly one halt 

rile rom my home. commenced my school 











(a28 complete history 





About sh wooks I can't real having any cass 
trates For my fat leaeon he drew thie lage 
Fetors on the blackbosrs, One was # largo T 
fand nother larga. cant real the hire. My 
Sate cat remember anahr hing | farmed 
Or did that opring, Mr” Saunders itt in the 
Shring, moved to Rimbey and married a git 


named Rimbey. |nesrd no more of him uni 
Fecont years when | Bocame acquainted with an 
erly retired teacher, Chas, Bowker | wes 
{riled to discover that thissame Saunderstad 
been responsible for Bawker coming west 19 
teach sehaol near Rimbey. Bowser and Saund 
fer3 ad been Normal School classmates atthe 
{Urn of he centery Chas Bowker passed away 
My next teacher wasaman named Aires. He 
came tom PE and taught on perm. Hewas 
the community, but his esching method were 
interspersed with tneats ofthe" Duce Schaal 
and a rape fo nang one by the foot to allow 
intehigencs to flow downwards to the head. He 
Used recitation periods ana as Iwas the only 
{hid in grade the recitations were few and far 
Between Ido remember ane lesson n'a primer 
Hahowed atte git running te mest lady and 
words ran something like ths. See Mary Jane. 
‘Sho unstomect iss Rose. Mise lose toopsto 
Me Aires used to go home, a shor distance 
from schoo, ta get hi noondy meal, and on 
‘ne occasion had seen ane of the older Days 
hase a Salo gt ath her, ul har hands 
‘after helping me withthe sentence in the 
prim Mr Altes sai 19 me, "You know what t 
‘ans kis 8 person?” “On yes" answered 
have you over spon a boy kiss ait? camethe 
net question Having bean taught the virtue of 
‘wun and honesty. responded with the fll oo 
tals, names an ail Numerous snickers and g 
les ‘wrougnout the” room followed ths 
Fesponse, but Aires never said award tenyone, 
‘The boy responsiie looked very sheepish and 
the git tuned rea inthe face. As for myst | 
never received the slightest rier or arass- 
‘ont from the ather pupils, nor the boy or git 
'Noay al the teachers who tolowed Aires 
taught by assignment ana used his teaching 
mehodseletredaltndeety by enna 
‘About 1909 the Calgary Normal School be 
no graduate two classes of teachers each 
$year. One class was from Sept. 110 Jan tard 
the second irom Jan. toApr 30, These trinod 
teachers wore much Detter and added to the 
Supa of eaner, enabing acho fun or 
Normal was opened. the period attescher ane 
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ing was extended to eight months, aang to 
‘equality of teachers, 

Today one trequenty heats cits, and 
even nidioulpotthatitie Rea Schoolhouse. The 
Schoo! taxes wore $8.00 to $1000 per quarter 
Section and Crown Langs were exempt. Taxes 
wore supplemented by Provineal grants of 
About $1.00 par day. NovertMoess, on hess Ie 
Iited resoutees the Shoo! Boars supplied & 
bullaing, heated it paved i. furnished 
Supplied the textbooks and «smal Hora an 
Paid the teachors salary. Most one pupils in 
Ished Grace 6 Departmental Examinations ang 
many even grade 9 and 10 from these rural 
Schools. | think ft would be fai to say that each 
Goliar spent on echoots in those days provided 
‘many times the edveational benefits thatthe 
Entertainment To be under separt 
for Rainy Creek 

In conclusion | would again remind the 
reader that ater so many years, particularly in 
Cluding those of early rlidnood, the foregoing 
's almost certain to conta many insceuracies 
land poor judgements, but | can vouch that tie 
fan honest attempt atthe tuth | wust t may 
posterity 

“The Dane family consisted of two boys and 
two girs. Golde, the oldest. mated Clarence 
Stanley. now deceased. Kenneth married Arr 
nie Mie, ving in Eementon. Cora (a chosen 
augntee) marred Clarence Powel also de. 
(eased. Malcolm lives in Calgary, 

‘iran te. Dano retrad 1 Syvan Lake, 
where they lived unt ter Dane's Gast Mrs 
Dane continued living there for atime, tater 
‘moving to Calgary. where she pasted away 
Both are buried in the Bentiey Cometery, 
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DAVEY, ARTHUR, 
By Nancy Nolan 

‘Authur Davey was born at Bukworthy near 
Bideford Devonshire, England November 18 
1800. He was the eidest son. and second chile 
of a family of soven, He started schoo! at 
Woolsey nen moved to Mitton Oamerell School 
wen is father, who was a master blacksmith 
Want into ferming. Me let scnoo! stage 1410 
Work for his Tate on the farm, and remained 
there una ne ined the army to aerve with the 
Devonshire Regiment: training in Ieland, and 
thon served in Belgium and France othe end of 
World War After seeing more ofthe word, Ne 











couldn't sete and nad a desir to travel, so he 
femigratod to Canada In 1920, He travel by 
hip to the east coast and then working at 
‘arous labs, ne worked his way across Canada 
Until ne reseed Alberta. n 1922 he worked for 
Mr James Walters neo Jor, ang later fr Me 
Henry. in 1924 he bought an improved 
homestead at Lac La Bicho In 1826 e cameo 
the Gull Lake district where he farmed the 
‘Quarter now ownedby Louis Cabekka In 19320 
‘moved to tho Osgood farm near Briley which 
he later purchased endive here until ns deat 
in Maren 1968 

‘Art was an ardent fisherman, fishing 
through the ice In the winter ana trom the 
Streams and lakes during te summer. Curing 
twas his favorite winter sport and nevolurteerod 
Inany hours of work in bullding the Bentley 
Curing Rink. He was tho “trouble shooter or 
the Gull Lake phone company and, regarloss 
bf the weather, he was always on the Job fo 
make the repaire, I" Act had a nickname it 











{would have to be "Mr. Fait” ashe reparod al! 
his own machinery, ool, tunture, shoes, and 
in genera, anything that nooded fixing. Art 
twas 900d nelghbor and was always ead 





and willg to lond a hand whenever and wher 
ver he was needa. though Art never went 
back to Engiane he kept in touch with his fam 
iy and faihtlly wrote to hs mother every 
DAWSON BROTHERS, 
GEORGE AND MARSHALL 
‘By George Dawson 

George and Marshall Dawson came to Ben. 
tley inthe spring of 1944. We Bought the day 
business from Ernie Peterson. As te work was 
toa much for one out, we added anothor tam 
find wagon. am including a pcture of us ur- 
Toacing car of sl shipped here from the Fort 
MoMurray salt mines. The salt was chided be 
tween Bentley Mercantil, Ros & White Store, 
land John Blaha general store. The team 
Usedon the aaa inthepieturewasknown asthe 
ig Bluse 

itera fw years inthe businoss known as| 
the Dawson Brothers Goal and Cartage, 1 sold 
ny share to Marshall worked a few yoars at 
“iferont abs uni tk ta jad of Vilage Fove 
tan, whieh I eld Tor about 14 yars. think it 
twas the most interesting work have ever done. 
Uso had the pleasure of coaching Lite Leegue 
fand Pony Lesgue ball. In Pony League we won 
the Conta Alpers Championship in 1862 hen 
Diek Rook was manager. 





DEAK, MR. & MRS. MIKE 

‘By Elmar A, Calkine 

Mike Desk was born in Hungary in Sep- 
tember, 1865 His wife was Born nM 
‘ame year, They came te Calkins Vi 
buying the querter section where George Ha: 
Imitan, hac vee, the Lockhart homestead 
They had sight children in all. Mary was the 
‘aldest, age 16. She an Miko, Junior wore the 
‘nly sunvvars of the 1818 fu. The other so 
‘Younger chilcren had all die with the. Wile 
tending the funeral of one, they foun thatthe 
‘thers had ed 

‘ike was © very good farmer; very neat 
about the Tarm: 2 goed neighbor, ang all the 
family was acredittothe community. Mes. Deak 
‘vas a very good cook and Routexeeper. She 
‘has known fhraughout the valley for her BopBY 

‘Mary trie to gto school at Calkins Valo, 
but not Boing able to speak English, gave up at 
the aga of thresh. She worked as a house 
keeper for Dr Meueen atthe Ponoka Hospital, 











betoremarryingaMr: Bannerman. Aiter moving 
toMiseion 8.C:she passegaway et the age! 4 
with eanear 

Mike, Je, mersed and hee two ehiliran. 
Wile tving with his parents on a trult fare 
Mission, 8.6. he contacted eancr and 
Fochester for westment However, he led st 
age 46. His wile stil resides In Calgary, 

Another son, Ades, was born of the ho 
rmestead in 1928. He met witha fatal accident 











when only three years ol, Being kicked inthe 
head by anorse. Br: Henry attended him but he 
“Thy lt the farm and went to Mission 8.6. 

fon a tat arm. They stayed there for 8 few 
Years, ily moving fo Calgary tobe withthe 
Seughteriniam, wh hag her Rome thers after 

“ir Mer husband, passed aay. 
© passed away In 959, and Mrs. Desk 














DICKAU, HERMAN AND BEULAH 
‘By Beulah Webstr Oickau 


1 came to Ponoks, North West Territories. in 
‘August, 190, with my parents, the. Webster 
family: We ned sround Ponoka unt 1998 My 
family came from Nebraska 

| marries Herman Dickau in 1917, Hecame: 
‘with is famiy from Nebraska in 1902. We ad 
four sons, Roy, Vernon, Donsla, ane Harvey 
fnd toa daughters Else, ow Mrs. Anarew Ho! 
men, and Drothy. now Mrs. Gordon Jonson. 
{The Herman Dickau family moved trom Ponoka 
toa farm on the westside of Gul Lake, threo 
tiles noth of Belo, In 1854. At that time the 
{armwas owned by Mert Challand Inthe spring 
(of 1998 we moved into Bentley ing In rentag 
Poutes, unt we maved the Jabez McPherson 
Cottage rom Browniow's Landing, tothe ast 
See of Bentey, wherowoestalshed our home 
(ur early neighbors at that time were Mr. 
Gunn, Mr & Nre, Gos Pederson, Mr Charlie 
‘Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Mewit, and Mr & 
Mra: Bud Damron. 

"was schoo librarian from 1950 to 186%, 
and newspaper correspondent for 18 yeas. | 
tookanaetivepartin Sunday Sehoolangchureh 
work, for 40 yours. | also held offices in the 
Usgion Aur, the U.CW, andthe Roya Pur 
ple Lodge. Herman took prin village atvites 
tint we moved into Lacombe Senior Citizens 
oage in't874. Herman passed away there In 
1876 

‘Our sons, Rey and Donald, farmed tor years 
north of Sentiay, after serving in the war of 1840, 
{2 1945, Thov are now retired angliving In Ben- 





tiey, Roy marries Norma Harper and Donal 
‘married Joan Nest bot raising thet fais in 
the Bentley district Esl and Ancrew Holmen 
Tie inthe Wig district, and Dorothy and Gordon 
tlohnson ive at Syvan Lake, Vernon ang Harvey 
live in 8.- 

Inthe yours 188510 1950Herman workedon 
farms, did carpenter work, sawed woos, ground 
‘fain, and plowed and with hs wactoroutft He 
{eg lend or many farmersin the Bentley aoe, 
working at night 

luted f9 ron clothes for 25a day inthe 
‘9201, and baby sat for5 cents aright. was 
hard going but we never went on welfare. There 
were no chiens allowances in those days. 

"now resige nthe Wast Park Nursing Home 
in Red Deer, ater iving most of mien Con- 
tral Alberta ram now eighty years ol 





DICKAU, ROY & FAMILY 
By Norma Dickau 


Foy Dickau was born at Ponoka and took 
tis sehooling at Seto acountry shoots 
‘miles south of Ponoka. 

THe moved to the Bontloy district in 1984 
with is perents, Harman and Beulah Dickeu 
3nd family: rescing north of Bentley for one 
year on what was known se the "Snowdon" 

‘Moving into Bentlay inthe spring of 1985, 
oy’ st job was for Rupert Huste, soutn of 
foun fortne princely sum of wenty-vecentsa 
ey, putting n ory Tong days. 

He worked for numerous other farmers in 
the local area andtnenstartod diving atruck for 
Percy Lowe, and the long gas haul for Dave 
Schumaker out of Calgary. Wages wore 1's 
Conte amie In those years 

Foy joined tne Canacian Army, RCAS.C. 
Jn June, 1940 landing in England in early Sep 
tomber, He served in England unt the invasion 
ff Franca in June, 1964, and served from the 
Beaches of Normandy: seoing action in France, 
Belgium, Holland, ano Germany. He returned 
home in June 1045 and was discharged In 
August. 

He bought pat of the Mert Chaland tan 
with help trom the Veteran's Land Act. maving 
back fo the same piace 09 Gull Lake, (the 
Snowden place) in 1846. This was lier known 
fs Dickau's Point 

He didn like betching with Brother Don, 
‘ang had met Norma Harper, who corked inher 





grandtathors store, (the John @lish General 
Store. Ithought maybe! could et my groceries 
Wwholesal. However, Grands fooled me and 
Sold out, but Roy and I were married anyway In 
December, 1048 

‘Wie raised a family of six Derek and Jerry 
feorieh, who lives in the Crestomere cst 
dlaniee Shaw who Ines north of Rimbsy; and 
DDonnis ana Edale, who Both lv in Edmonton. 

Foy and bratner Don farmee together unt 
1974, sehen they sold their farm andhad an ae 
lion sale in Aoi 7975, 

Foy and roid to Bentley, where we ive 
the good life, and enjoy our family and 
‘grandehlcren 
homewith our best on behind, doing some ieh- 
ing. The tip 10 Campbel River, B.C, salman 
Tihing is vory much looked forwarato every al. 
And as wo $ay- Fishermen don' le, we atch 





DICKIE, ROBERT AND FAMILY 


Mr. & Mrs, Robart Dickie and their two 
youngest children, Myrna and Lynda. came to 
the Bentiey itr n 1959, rom Saskatonowan, 
“They Bought @ small acreage on tne northside 
‘of Syvan Lake, which had been a portion of the 
te Soiberg property. The girls went by bus to 
the Gentey school, and Ma, Dickies mother, 
Mee Paterson, ved m ama nove inthe yard 
Ita a lee change after lng in town. They 
kept chickens, pigs and. few cows, had a 
Garden and picked alot of berries. Mr. Dickie 
Relped some ofthe neighbour n seacing time 
and marvest He worked for both Sid and Frank 
‘Thompson and others. Myma tinihed school 
and went towork for A.G.T In 19598ne returned 
to Bentley and was martied inthe Grace Luthe 
ran Chureh to Dennis Vig. Twenty two years 
later, their daughter Sherry was married i the 
same church to Everett Haars Se ves ona 
faum in the Bentley eistrct. Their on Michael 
ives wih his parents on an areage near Gul 
Lake, and works in Re Deer, ae do Myrna and 
Dennis. In 1960 Nir & Kis Dickie moved 10 
‘Sylvan Lake where he became the frst mall man 
Grove that route for 6 years. Lynds finished her 
feducation and was married in Syivan Lake to 
Fobert Cardinal of Red Deer. They have two 
children, Darvon ang Stephanie, an resis in 
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Sherwood Park Mr Dicklepassad away in 1975 
fang Mia. Dieko and son Ciford sil reige in 
‘Syvan Lake 


DOBOS, VALENTINE 
By Helen Flinger. and 
‘Therese Rogers (nea Hermary) 


Valontine Dobos cameto Canada from San 
fala, Czechoslovakia, in 1824 and stayed with 
his sister, Mrs. Joo Georgy. He worked in the 
Aistit on the alway and at coment toweling. 
lune was able to buy the farm Nis 43-25, 
Then he tont for his wife, Anna, and son Ea 
gene, who was 6 years ol, and daughter He 
Fen, aged 7. They landed ot Bentiy Nov. 28, 
rea, 

‘They al stayed wit the Georgy family the 
first winter. They addedto the farmhouse batore 
‘maving over Ine spring In th fall of 1931 
Another son, Lesa, was Bort to thom, 

Valentine bought team of horses for 
$45.00 and a cow for $1000 ats farm sale at 
Eckl. The children went te schoo! athe Cal 
kins Valley school, and ther frst teacher was 
Eva Letray 

In 1847 Helon married John Flinger, and 
ater ating from her farm inthe Tees ast, 
ow te in Ponoka, 
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In October, 1964, Eugene martled Therase 
Hermary, continuing io reside onthe farm unt 
Fis sudden passing in November, 1974. Their 
fon, Keanath now operates the farm 

Usste was marred o Fay Wingo, inFobeu 
ary, 1878, and they now lve lo Lacombe. 

Valentine Dobos passed away in June, 
1957, and Anna in August, 1987 


DONALOSON, WHK. 

iia HK, Donsidson came to the Rainy 
‘creck distil from Ireland in 1913 and began 
teaching atthe Catrit School a postion neneld 
{or Szyears, He aught lator al Sunset Meadow 
brook and other districts, He owned snd ved 
{or some ime on the farm at Se. 20-30-15 and 
Salleg Rainy Creek csret home’. He returned 
fo leland about 1922, and continued taching 
He marred there in 1993, and aed thofollowing 
Year, aged 83, leaving a wie and infant dau 





DRINNAN, JAMES AND MARIE 
by Lena Marchildon 

Marie Marchildon was bora in Midland, 
Ontario in August, 1909, and came to Alberta 
with her parents anda brother, Wile. n 1010, 
Her other brother Jerome, an sister, Coli, 
twore born after the parents came west. She 
lived with the famity on a homestead in the 
LLavesta district and tok all her schoating atthe 
Livesta school. When she was eghtoon, sh 
‘wont out to work and worked for Mrs 
Meaiivary, who lived nocth-east of Rimbey: 
‘She worked therefor quite some time and then 
went to. Bontloy, where she worked for Mr. & 
Mrs M Saint Cater se worked a telephone 
Dperator and also worked for Mr. & Mrs Holmes 
tne then joined the stalf of the Bentley 
Morcantile store. She worked there unt her 
marriage to Jim Drinnan on December 25th, 
1041 

‘james Orionan or dim, ashe wascalled was 
born in Gasgow, Scatand in Decembor of 1835 
land came fo Canach with his parents in 1905, 
tnd settled in Gadsby, Alberta 

‘im ad brother, Dave, George and Bil 
and? stor, Kate and Mes. 

He served in the armed forces overseas 
from 1946 to 1999. 

“i ame to Bentley in ate 1988 or early 
toad and clerwed in the. Bentley Moreantle 
Nore Unt February, 1947, when he was 8 














pointed Postmaster for Bentey. Gardoning 
End fishing were his hobbies. 

They had 2 chilaren, Beatrice born in 
January 1945 and Fortest in March 1947. 

sim pasted away suddenly in August, 1947, 
and Marte continued ving In Bentley 

In February of 1949, wetook the childrens 
Marie waa ill anguunabletearefor thom. Inthe 
fall of 7951, ahe took the children back to 
‘Bentay and Beatrice took her grade one her. 
Witook the children olive with uspermanertly 
in 1982 ane Marte passedavay in January 153 
‘We raised the children as our own and we are 
Sure that Marie andJim would have been prous 
Sf them, as we are. Jim and Marie had many 
frends who were very good to Marie and the 
chiaren 

Beatrice became a teacher and married 
Ronald Warnick, while she was teaching in 
Yellowinita. "They have 2 chilaren, Baird and 

















Forres and BeaticeOrinnan 


Brie-Anne and now live in Fort Saskatenewsn, 
bora. 

Forrest went to Tech and studiad in the 
telecommunieations department and married 
(Cara lamondon trom Trail, .C. He works for 
Kootenay Power in Penticton, 8. and they 
have 7 daughter, Pamela, 


DUNCAN, PERCY ANDLILIAN, 
Bylwyt-Bigam 
Percival Noble Ouncan wae born In Gra 
hamsville, Ontario, August 26, 1881. He was 
raised in Toronto. Perey’ fathor died when 
Petey was 12,yors old. The Greenwood family 
‘came trom Mannester, England, Toronto in 
4902 Lian Greenwood wasoomin Manchest 
December 25, 1898. Her three brothers wore 
also born in Manchester. 
‘The ‘wo familie were neighbors in To= 
ronto. Percy Duncan and Arthur Groenwood 
ame “out West" on a slow train that Took 
Biever days from Toronto to Alberta, in 794% 
They worked In the nerves Hilde In the High 
Fiver area, and while I Alberta, fled on Ro- 
mosteads in what later became the Polockvile 
Glatt. Before returning to Toronto, However 
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emotion. was very appealing, 30 the Green: 
‘wood family and. Perey Duncan returned to 
Brooks on April, 1912, to prove up on ther 
West 

Percy 
years, a8 they worked together to break the 
‘oky prairie sol or grain Tarming, They had 
Brought lumber, some livestock, and a walking 
plow from Ontario, so ware ablato stat building 
2 nouse immediately In 1914, Perey bull @ 300 
Shack on his homestead and tved there while 
breaking his land, ang bulding his house and 











He and Lian Greenwood were married 
anuary 18, 1816, They traveled 40 miles to 
Youngstown in tory Below woathor with team 
and sleigh to be married. They had tres chil 
fen, Wy Lia, born August 27,1817; Boris Mar 
garet, bom une’ §, 1823, and Roy, born 
November 15, 1924, 

During tho yoars 1912 to 1931, there was 
‘enough rain to protuce two bumper erope and 
False their nopes. Othor years were dred out or 
halle out, ana in 1951, after five consecutive 
years of being hailed out, the government pro- 
‘idee tree fright for al setire wna wished to 
leave ths ars 

Percy and Lilian ané another fami arived| 
at sylvan Lakeon August 27, 181. They neato 
box cars loaded with livestock and machinery, 
Perey hadto ride inthe stock car wth tne norses 
nd cattle to look ater hem, sathey hagtoeave 
thir 1927 Fora ear in Hanna fora few montha 
‘Alter unioading ther beiongings from he tan, 
langioadingawagon with funiture angpereonsl 
toc they stares te 84 mile tp to telr now 
home vy drovethe four horse team with several 
horses boing lo behing and Porey started 
‘ng the cattle on foot over the gravel road and 
‘ai led tones, ta which the cattle strongly 
‘biectee. Aller four miles they came tothe Ae 
‘row Bigam farm, Andrew came out tothe road 
land offered to keep the eaten his coral ver 
Fight This offer was gratefully acceptec, and 
thay continued on thelr way. aver extremely 
mudsy rods, on avery dark night, down andup 
the MeConnel hil which was £0 very steep. 
‘hoy had not been over tis Youd botre 80 cid 
not know what to expect, Perey walked ahead 
Carrying alighted Kerosene fantom, ale way 
te theienew home on the SW. -32-99--W th 
‘which had been Henry Peterson's homestead 
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This wa avery frightening oxperence, but wak- 
ing up tall the beautiful green tres ana grass 
next morning, made this comperatvely short 
utharrowing experience very worthwhile, The 
lush growin and greenness ofthis: beaut 
part of Alberta was breathtaking. (There was 
never any dew on the grass onthe paiia) 





uy, Dari, and Roy, al attended the Cart 
Ssehoal iy loved horeaback rising, having hea 
her ow horse from the age ove. She states 
helping her daa i the olds et an early ago 
driving sb horse outfits on the cultivator and 
Blow. During the 1690's ny worked parttime at 
housework for some of the neignbors at eight 
daliars per month later atten dolarsper month 
By 1997 wages haa Increased to welve dollars 
per month plot Boars ana room 








ly married Goreon Bigam on Noverbs 


230, 1987. For further information on Ivy Dun 








can’ history, see the story of Gordon and Wy 
Bigar elsewhere in tis Book 

‘ery and Lilan Quncan rented a hal oc 
tion on cong to the district, tmen purchased @ 
CPR. quarter, the SW. -31-381-WSth, which 
he stil. owns. They purchased the John Nelson 
farm, the NW. -31-30-1-8/ 5th In 1943, where 
they Bult @ new nouse and bul up amacern 
farm, They etired and moved to Red Dest in 
1256. Lila passed away on October 28, 1971 
Peeey continued olveinhishomeunt August 
1878 Whilain Red Deer he was active in curing 
and shufloboara. curing thre times e week. In 
1879he moved to the Syvan Lake Lodge, where 
he's stil enjoying ite Fe willbe 80 years olgon 
‘August 28,1961, andstl enjoyscarpetbowling 

‘Dois was marriea to Elgin Soukall on Fob 
ruary 14, 1946, and they nave three children 
Foy marred Florence Nourse on March 7,195, 
‘nd thay Rave four childron 











WYER, FRANK 
8y Harty 8 Hansen 

Frank Dwyer bought the SW-96-40-1- 
vesth, whieh was Harty Brownlow's home 
place, Browniow moved further easton a trac- 
tion along the lake, whore he operated a store 

‘To some us, Frank Dwyer was a mystery. 
Atnenaly tellow,sivays dressed Up and avin 
{better car than most of us could aford. He 
ever farm the lana, but hac an income from 
Somewhere: Scotian pernaps. He was an O16 
County bay. He used to stopin or achaton his 
tway 10. Lavombe, or coming home: always 
[checking histcar to se that thadploty foot 
‘rater: a arge man always intersted in sports 
He often talked of the days when he played 

Frank and Mrs. Dwyer often attended the 
local social events, especialy those Meld atthe 
fd club house stated where the Three Hills 
Bible Camp row Mrs. Duyerwes amemberot 
the Searenight Club, 

‘The Duyers had three children who at- 
tended the Bentley S2n00 

‘iter about twelve years of lvingin tho dis 
trict they quietly moved way when Goorge 








ERELING, JOHN 
8y William Ebeling and 
(Our grandtatner, John Ebeling, arrived in 
Lacombe North West Terrie by tran from 
‘Bulut, Minnesotan Maren of 1898. He flag on 
1869 snd proved up on ition August 16, 1002 
\Wwinia few days he sent far his wite and the 
three youngest boys, Grandma, the former U 
tla Lonmeler, Ga John Ebeling, age 1% 
Uncle Fre (Frederick), age 8, and Uncle Sil 
rived in Lacombe on Apri 27, 1898 by 
train with the household item Uncle Lous 
find Aunt Annie (Raymond) arrived In August 
‘of 1690. The other daughter stayed in Minn 
ota as ehe had aj thee. 








“hea fat agin algae, ato 





lust south of te tine fone, then angled a litle 
tothe south-west and crass the il It was 
Used by anyone traveling west, Tha fst few 
Yeara they nad seen lot of eettlers gang by 
fon thet way tothe west country. The Indians 
found that Grandaad's placo was always. 2 
‘Good stopping place. Grandma always had & 
Tovely flower garden. She brought up some 
acorss with her and planted them. The oak 
troos are sil standing ana growing today. She 
tas well noted forthe lovely quit she made, 
‘She also made ois of paper flowers 2s well as 
Delng a dross maker. 

“he fra land that Grandad broke was for 
‘samuet Henry Weleh which Doug Miler now 
‘owns. Samuel Welen wantee a garden patch 
broke and they broke about tee aeres Most of 
Granadac's nomestead was broken by oxen and 
horses and afew acres by steam engine. In 1898 
Granddad end Dad broke the Tat land in the 

















vilage of Bentley and in 1902 they helped bus 
the ft log school house in the Gul Lake oi 
trict. Inthe first ow yoars Grancdadhaulesfire- 
‘wood into town inorder to keep the family fod 
He was also calledupon to dothe neighbornood 
butehering and algo to co the butchering fr the 
buteher-shop in Bentiey 

(Granddad bull the frame house in 1902 
‘Aunt Annie had her wedging and wedding 
Charles Raymond on Apel 15.1902 Tey fives 
In the Forshee district and then moved to Li 
‘come proper where Uncle Chale ran the Fur- 
niture Store and the Funeral Chapel 

In the early aye the Ebeling Daye ca lot 
‘of custom threshing in the Gull Lake, Woody 
Nook and Cive ities. They were wellknown 
throughout the dsrcts asthe kis out 

“To expand. Granda start fo farm the 
Charles Quigiey homestead on the NE. 10-40 
25s n 1902. Dae later purchases that same 

(One a he highlights ofthe early days was 
xen stopped he waa in the neighbor's slough 
Fa amie away ana that inighed is teachings 
ff haw to dive oxen 


In 1910, Dad bought the NE 9-40-28-4, 








‘rom Abel Weary este, Grandma took sick 
And’ Dad did the cooking at home for seven 





Uncle Fitz bought the SE. 9-40-26-4 
and bllta new nouseantbutremsined wbach= 
soitfeeging barns in the clatrct. When the 
‘eighbors asked why he bul around bar, his 
reply wa thatthe devilwoulan testenhim ors 
‘mules in a corner. He was well known for his 
Steam engines, He dilotof custom threshing 
‘wood sawing and grinding, Bills were Para t0 
otic n the early daye bit he alway said he 
Fed enough to ive on. He was always welcome 
‘nberever he went 

Uncle Fritz and Uncle Bil slso owned ind 
at the north end of Gul Lake. Uncle Fritz oper= 
Sted a bost on Gul Lake. 

Grandpa bought the SW. 14-40-26-4 
from Mr Urqunart and ster Uncle li farmedt 
‘This was Jom Muneel's homered. Joh Wer= 
nga bought this land from the Ebeling estate 
Unele Bil remained a bachelor and stayed st 
home end looked alter Grandpa and Grandma 
Ebeling. 

(Grandma dled on July 21,1917 at Bently. 
Grandpa married Mrs, MeKes on February 27 
4948, Mrs: McKee hac five children of which 
‘nly Alin remains. Grandpa diad on Apri #3 
$850 and his second wife dec.on May 24, 1820, 

(Dad mariag Eva Miler on Februaty 16 
1928 in Lacombe. They bul a cement block 
house and had lived on the same pace unt 
1970 when Dad movedto the Lacombe Nursing 
Home: Mom died on June 8, 1977 and Dad ded 
fon October 3, 1978, Ose made the cement 
Blocks one yer andthe following year bul the 
house. We si have the block machine and the 
forms, They had fve children Jona mariog Mi 
lant Baker on September 25, 1958, They lve at 
(ds and nave four liven, Kathie, Judy, John 
(Gacke) and Linda. John works fora body shop 
In Olde repairing radiator. Kathie married Jon 
Morrison on May 15, 1876. They havetwo boys, 
Kein and Jefery,Liseta marrige Bill Morawak 
‘on January 27, 1952. They have one daughter, 
Anne, and ive in Fermi. @.C. Lisette scart 
fied Nursing Aide. Anne maried Pacl Brace 
‘on December 24,1977. They have a daughter 
Eve Marie, Wie married the forme Mele 
Mortis on June #6, 1958, To this mariage they 
hve four ehiaren, Donna, Melvin, Carol nd 
Murray. He stil ives on Granddad Ebeling 
omestead and works forthe Town of Lacom= 
be. With the help of his two sons, thoy farm 
Granddad's homestoad. Melvin married 
ronda Goloie of Red Deer on July 12 1980 
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‘Thoy lve onthe same quarter his dad. That 
‘makes the fourth generation to ive on Grand! 
ads homestead. Annie married Archie Van 
Eaton on uly 1, 1963, Ania works inte Dank 
at Sydney, ®C. and they own an acreage, 
from which they sell vegotabies in the sum 
restos. Helen marrieg uim Johnston on duly 
5.1958. Tey ive on Oad'e home place, NE, 
40-25-4. Helen i an Artex Instructor Thay 
have adopted gir, 10 years ola 





EBELING, LOUIS 


Louis H. Eboling came from Minnesota in 
1899 and homestaaded In the Woody Nook 
istrict He moved fo the Gull Lake district in 
1915, having bought the landin 1906. He addea 
another haif section, the Nis2-40:26W. 4th 
between 1918 and 1920, 

‘One child Frieds, was bom on the Woody 
Nook homestead and Alber Gladys, John and 
Ed were born at Gulla. A attended th Gull 
Lake Shoal 

He operated a sawmill and also threshing 
‘machine. tater ling both. Inthe erty 1900'she 
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had a small store and eamp ground, the 
Lakeside Campground 

in the summer of 1951 two small planes 
‘owned by Lionel Vines and Ernie Kubicheck of 
emantan, were kep! south of hecamaground 
using landing stp eporoxmaely whee tbe 
of Highwey 12. ‘These planes were used for 
plassur anc sometimes took up passengers for 
Pde 

The Gull Lake land stayed in the family, 
selingitto Albers hiseon, Abort sold partotthe 
land north of the C-PI. track tothe Provincia! 
Park ané developers, and i sil Ining on the 
homesite 








EDWARDS FAMILY, FRANK AND IRENE. 

Frank Edwards an rene Stewart weremar 
fle in 1924 st Rocky Mountain House, but re 
Eided at Climax Saskatcnewan, ane Sraken, 
Seskatenewan, until 1882 where they farmed 
hauled mall and freight betweon Climax and 
SShaunavon, and Frank leo worked away 
‘rade contactor 

‘During the 1928-20 crashandolowing that 
with the drought, condltions on the prairies 
Were intolerable, so my dad built a coverod 
wagon, loaded with what ow possessions hey 
had, hooked up atesm ot horse an, along with 
my mother ang five kids (Marjorie, Mare, 
lt, Beth and Jeanette), ett Climax enahesded 
for Alberta, One child, Phyllis, stayed behind 
with Grandpa and Grandma Stewart unt the 
Following yoo, 

“The rom Cilmaxto Bentley took thirty 
two dayewith alot atharamips an theta, One 
thing remember wae eosing the teephone 
lines, as we came near the town, ano thinking 
‘they were fences 

is travelled north to around Rosetown, 
senkatohowan, then wast Stetlrangion west 
to Bartley. We stayed that summer ana winter at 
tat wae called the Miler place, 4 miles south 
tnd 4 miles west of Botley. 

1 belive. Marjove and Muriel attendea 
Boyle schoo! that winer, The spring saw us 
‘own in Ale where Dad rented a arm and we 
‘tended schoo! in Ali 

Tarouné 1955 a bachelor named Chis Od 
berg reg Mother ang Ded fo lp him on his 
Bentiay. We lived there uni 1848, when Chris 




















fold the farm to Harold Anderson, During that 
lime there were two mare girls born, Joyce at 

All the Edwards citron attended school 
‘Boyle anc for many years cde janitorial work, 
including Pauling water up the hil from Hans 
Carlson's well, whieh was no eaty task in the 
Layoack, Mr Layton, Viian Moore and Mrs 

‘Dad worked part of the summer fr the 
(County, bulding roads with 
Gonattons were stil prety b 
family to suppor, Oac was having a hard ome 
making ende mest. He went to Rimbey sroune 
1841 ahd took on the jab of Town Paice, re 
maining on that abut passing away ofa heart 
ttteck in 1942. Hows buried in he Pimbey come 
tery. The family stayedonwith Cre, who, more 

In 1948 we Bought a nome in Reg Deer st 
4601 46th St and Motnar worked for many 
Yyoars atthe Arlington Hotel, where she took 
bver the Coffee ‘Shop. Her many customers 
wore delighted with the service and good food 
{: Mother was avery. very good cook Mother 
passed away in 1961 avery young type ana ie 
During in Rec Deer. 

‘About the 7 gr: Marjorie maried Harold 
‘Skionsterg and they hao 2ehldren, Ronald and 
Loretta, Aftr Harold’s sudden death, Marjorie 
married Jay Heiden and now lives in Calgary 

Muriel marred Ned Hicks, ha 2 chien, 
‘ery and Sonya, ana ives in Calgary 

Phyllis matiod Wyle Gordon, had 3 child 
ren, lek, Sandy and Brent and now ves in 
Calgary 

‘eth married Bob Connochie, had 4 chia 
reo, Danny, David, Dick and Chery! and now 
Ives in Vancouver, 8.6 

veanefte martied Walter Matson, had 4 
chilren, Garth (deceased), Brian, Susan and 
‘Ianese, and now lives in Rd Deer 

“yes marred Norm Gillespie, had 2 child 
ren, Doug & Shawna and now ives in ed Deer 

‘Aadroy married Dave Neweommon, Nad 3 
chvtdren, Kim, Kathy and Jet and now tes in 
Calgary 
ha 4 children, Wands, Shelly (deceased), Nola 
find Wace, We ve on an acreage nthe DeWin 

Frank and Irene had twenty-four grand 
children and twelve great grandehlaren 











EDWARDS, FRED AND FRANK 
By Herold Peterson 

Fred Edwards hamestended tne NE. 16-90 
Same section Therewas log house bllton the 
where Highway 20 runs between Syivan Lake 
on either quart 

in 1912 when ine airoads were beng but 
through the Vilage of Sylvan Lak, Fred owned 
‘small restaurant and Nad Guile a large ioe 
ream freezer, which was opereted wth 81 
horsepower pump engine. Business was quite 
{good at that ime and good meal could be had 
‘he restaurant business, He et Syvan Lake ard 

ims later yoora, ne was not abl to care for 
himseif ang ved withthe Andrew Bigs fey 
Unt ne passed away December 14, 1917 enaine 
Was buried in the Bently cemetary. 














EID, MARTIN 


Martin Eid, a bachelor, wae probably the 
{ust setter in the Rainy Crock ctr Hi ho 
‘mostzad wos the now Vacant former Ariat Ta 
Hock arm east of Highway 20. Ho lived on the 
f2a3t sie of the river where the Crs Soyeher 
family now resides. He donated 8 box heater 
when tho Rainy Creek church was bul and it 
‘was used as long as th auilaingstood-t0 1839, 
He lft the cstrct about 1905, 








EKLUND, ALDOR 

Aldor Eklund took over the lan, formerly 
aceupies by the Damant famiy. about 193% 
“his was the SW. cand the West fraction of 
Section 29, Twp, 40, Range 28, W. th Meridian. 
fang was approximately fv hundred and forty 
eres. It was covered with poplar and balm 
‘that Damants ha farmed. 

Aldor moved the house down to the high 
way and added on to it wa ater moved nto 
Benvey and occupied by Nis. Knight. Sr 
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Aldor was raised end pioneered in the Pon: 
‘oka istrict. Ho was a successtul farmer, aad 
‘worker and a good neighbor. Hewas exception 
Sly good at breaking tod, With hie 159 ste 
‘whos! Internationa acter, neds a goog ob in 
Stumpand whieh na one ese woule try. sal 
in keeping your plowshares sharp” he sad. Ee 
fry morning when we gotup at Sam, we cau 
hear him pounding ost his plowshares & halt 
mils sway 

Besides breaking up his own lang, he aid 
{quite a lott custom work Including ory acres 
Of stumps that had eon cleared by axe and 
forty-five acres that had been cleared by brush 
cutter, on my farm, whieh was al heavy going 

He owned his own fireahing machine and 
was independent and wall-organzed 

rg Eklund was no stranger to pioneer ie, 
roving been a daughter ofthe senor Solberg 
family, wno pioneered south west of Bentley. 

The Eklunds had a tamly of § girs and 2 
boys Hlima, Clara, Violet, Florence, Mary. Eo 
ward and Clarence. The younger girl went fo 
Gul Lake Schoo! 

Hime marred Albin Pearson, Clare and) 
Violet marred brothers Otto and Jul Albers 
Ciarence and nis wie, Phoeee, lve out in the 
Leeda wistct. 

“The Eklund sold their farm to Peter Knight 
and gan, Frank, n 1944, andmovedto® Gate 
pending about thirteen years on the fam at 
Gut uke, 

Me & Mrs, Eklund are both deceased and 
slso their eaghtor ima and tnrson Edward 











ELLSWORTH, ALFRED AND GRACE 
By Grace Ellsworth (Johnson) 


Allred was born on December 28, 1919 in 
‘entoy nd was the sch of eight ehildran born 
to Frederick and Minnie Ellaworth (nee 

He went tthe Chapel schoo, located north 
ot Forshee, and took grades ane through eight 
there: Herecallsbeing taught by Clara Eleworth 
(nee Massing), Mrs. Nellie Craig and Elsie 
Skoedopole. After his schooling, Ares stayed 
Bt home to lp his parents farm, 

Jn 1998, Alfrad met Grace Johnson at & 
ance, She was living wth her parents, Olga 
Sn Minn Johnean (age Haaratad) Grace was 
the fith ose citaren inthe fami 

Grace attended the Stephenson schoo! 
located on the original Haarstas homestend 
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“There she took grades one through ton and she 
{cals being taught by Mrs Muriel Massing 
{nee Graig) for several of those years, 

"Ate and Grace were unted in marriage, 
arn 25, 1840 at the Vig Lutheran Chureh by 
Reverand Solheim tis interesting to note tnt 
Grace ane her mother, Mine, were the only 
twat be marie in that churehbetorei burned 
Sotober 6 1948 

“The Ellswarths began theie marted Ife 
ving with Aras parent. Then ey moves 6 
‘Alex Wilson's place noar Gull Lake, whore they 
farmea and miked cows until boing burst oat 
From there, they movedto Grace's parents unt 
‘hey cou got started on their own place on 
Rainy Crook in the spring of 1942 

“foeir fist son, Roger Allen was born 
‘october 14,1942 inthe Bemey hospital, wih 
the nelp of Or Dobeon. Grace was vory Hi wilh 

‘Caroline May was delivered by Or. Busi a 
imbey, December 13, 1944 Donald Elwood 
twas born October 28, 195% in Bentley with Dr 
Weaver attending and Merle Ay, born 
November 7.1059 was also delvered by Or 
Weaver, Grace rememborssome ofthe nurses 
the Bentey hospital being Mrs. Win. Peterson 
re. Kazak and Mrs. Dick Moore. 

During to next few yess, Alredand Grace 
worked ther farm and Alle worked on the 
Mannix. Their close neighbors were Ed ane 
Gladys Olson (Grace's brother), Ken and 
Shirley Butcher, Margaret and Louis Reid ang 
Sulla and Gordan Anderson (Grace sister) 

in 1957 they decided to try ther liek at 
Violet Grove, nsar Drayton Valley, where Arad 
‘worked for Mannix Pipeline and Grace worked 
lipess again struck Grace and they returned to 
the farm, 

For a fow years, Aled ned a sawmill 
ham, an while clearing more ind, he rcals 
tllng a load of wood ona plek-up tuck com 
plate th racks, for $7.00. Those of us wit 
Foplaces, wouldnt mind buying from Alfred at 

Baring tose days twas quite common for 
twenty o thirty people shaw up at Grace'son 
Sunday for hee ted chicken dinners t never 
tiwaye enough ta go around and everyone was 

Janay 31, 1965 Aired and Grace let the 

















Bentley district and moved 19 Red Deer. Aled 
‘nas employed athe Door Hometor seven years 
Society fr five years, Grace also worked athe 
Deer Home for twelve years and they ae both 
retires now: 

Roger married Frances Mongriatt 
November 1, 1989 theBentley United Church 
“They have 3 chien: Patria Elloon Born Apri 
30, 1964 at Viking. Alberta; Danial Alen, born 
Febrvary 24,1967 at Eexvile ana Kimberly Arr 
born Apri 29,1960 at Barrhead. Roger f Sales 
Manager at Heninger Toyota, Calgary 

‘Caroline marred Alan Morte, January 15, 
1965 at the Bentley Pentecostal Church. They 
had 2 children Darryl Seott born August, 1965 
At Ponoka and Sher! Lyn, bom September 20, 
1967 ated Deer Caroline and Alan were akon 
from us in a car aceident, November 24,1068, 
mother Mary Mortis at Tess, Alora, 

Donald marred Qetra Russel, ly 22,1972 
atthe Gaets United Church in Ree Deer They 
hagane son, Michael Dion, born 9.19731" 
Fee Deer. Wichae resides with his mother and 
Etepfather in Eomanton, Donald remaried on 
October 16, 1977 to Judith Kerr at St Luke's 
Anglican church in Fed Deer Donald passed 
Sway suddenly in an oiled acesdent a Dray 
ton Valley. He was employed by © & 0 Safty 
Bom to Juay was © daughter, Jennifer Don. 
Maren 15, 1900, Judy and Jennifer now lve in 

Merle marsedLinda Pottencath atthe Gaate 
United Churen on September 15. 1978. Ho is 
Win AH Teas atlecetterans they resise at 
Sylvan Lake. They are wating the bith oF Nar 
first ein the spring 











ELLSWORTH, CLARENCE AND ALICE 
By Clarence Elsworth 


Clarence Elsworth, son of Fred and Minnie 
Egworth, was born Febrgy 13,1978. 1We 
the Forshee area and took my schooling at 
CChaae! senocl 

tn 1834 hauled cream to Bentley ona day- 
tong route with the horses. Theeream was then 
trucked tothe Lacombe ereamery 

Tn 1999, Alice Stephenson and | were mar 
tea and we have 4 children. Elmer marieg 
lane Sproute and they nave 2cnildren Alan and 
Tove and lve In Bentley. Derlane marriod Nov 
son Sehindor neve 2chileren.Karen and Kevin, 











nd ive near Brooks, La Verne married Wendy 
Seott and they nave2ehilsren, Sheryl Lyn and 
soy Lynn They lve at High Level Raymond 
ives in ed Dee. 

Elmer attended Sunset Hill school unt i 
Closed in 1949 and tnen tne chien wore bused 
{o Bentoy schoo! as they resched schoo! age. 

My main interest wasin farming. Ateriving| 
In several paces we Bought a quarter section of 
lane inthe Sunset area, which was owned by @ 
I Winters and sold tegain in #956, In 1900 we 
Bought shaif-section inthe Lockhart aea ane 
{old iin $872 to our son, Eimer 

We left he Bentley ara in Api 1870, mow 
Ing ta Vernon, 86. and vetumed to Bestey in 
1078, 


ELLSWORTH, DONALD 

By Clara Stephenson 

‘Donald was the youngest son of Fred ang 
Minnie Ellsworth, and a twin of Doreen (can 
muir, Hewas born December, 1226and\ived 
and took his schooling in the Chapel cstrit 
tint the death of his father in 1944. He then 
went to make his home with bis sister and 
brotherinviaw, Laurenes and Clara Stephen- 
on, on thar farm south and west of Bentley, 
‘and they later moved ta Nanfon in June, 1948 
On August 20, 1848 Donald passed away atthe 
‘Stephenson home at Nanton ana was Buried In 
‘the Bentoy Cometey, 
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SWORTH, EARL EDWARD 
By Clara Stephenson 

Earl was the oldest son of Fred and Minnie 

Ellsworth: He was Born Decomber 17,1908 and 





ELLSWORTH, FREDERICK (FRED) & MINNIE 


Frederick (Fred) Ellaworth came 1 Alberta 
with ni parents, Johe and Sarah Elsworth, hie 
brates ana sisters, nthe spring of 1900, from 
19, 1882, 

‘The tamil ved on afr wost of Lacombe 
tnt the spring of 1907 While ving tere re, 
his dat and brother had to clear some land on 
their homestead, S_82-414-5. in the Chapel 
district They pul up ahouseand other buildings 
before moving on. They brought machinery and 
household belongings by tran to Lacombe 

(On Fobruary 12, 1908, Fred married Winnie 
Elsworth 

Minnie Pear Wnitworth came to Alberta in 
the early 1900's with her parents, Charis ang 
Savana Whitworth and brothers and sisters, 
from Madison County, towa, where she was 
bom September 22,1690, The Whitworth ho- 
‘ostead was northwest of Bentley inthe Outlet 

Feed and Minnie had 8 children: Earl, Born 
‘ang og 1909; Bosse 1910; Glann 101%; Cara 
4915; Clarence 1918, Aired 192", Doreen and 
Donald (twine) 1826. Donald died 1948, 

Like all pioneer, thore was a lt of hare 
work tobe done Fred was on the schoo! Boars 
fare hog pool board for several year. He wat 
Interested In raising Bololan horses, 

Minnie and her two daughters, Bessie and 
Cars, put On the lunches for cences at the 
Chapel schoo! in tho early 18808. Thore were 
large gatherings at teir nome on Sundays and 
Minne always ad a mea rlunch fr everyone 

‘Thay lvag inthe Chapel area unti Fred 
passed away March 11, 1068. After his death, 
Minnie and Dareen moves to Bentey ang Min- 
rio ved ther until Her death August 7, 1858, 

Bessie married James Freeman, and ater 
‘ls death she macredsJack Mekay. There were 
hilgren in the two fares, 

Gen marrieg Mary Skionsberg 

Clara marred Lawrence Stophenson - 2 

















Clarence maried Alice Stephenson ~ 4 
cenitaren 
‘red maried Grace Johnson - children 
Doreen married var Langmuit- 8 eniforen 


ELLSWORTH, GLENN 


|, Waiter Glen Elsworth, secondson of Fred 
and Minnie Ellawortn was born September 5, 
4B19.and was raiseg and took my sehooling 9 
the Chapel astct. 

‘Gn Maren, 1007, | marries Mary. daughtor 
of Mr and Mrs, Hane Skjonsborg. We rentod 
farme inthe Chapel district snaat Benatto un 
buying s farm in the Boyle district. Wo also 
‘worked ata sawmil at Rocky Mountain House 
ining the winter months, where Mary was & 
‘ca0k and | was her helper 

Tn May, 1974, we sold ourtermandboughta 
house in Bentley where we now live in retire 
ment, Some of our land was sldas a resort and 
Ts now called "ie Breakers" (Glen's Cove 





ELLSWORTH, ED AND BESSIE 
ELLSWORTH, HARRY AND CLARA 
By Harry Elsworth 
‘bad and Mother were meres Decomber 
14, 1810 and | was Born October 9, 1917 andwas 
thelr only chile 








| attended public schoo! at Cnepel schoo 
4508 and took 2 years High Seno in Bentoy 
farmer ao quitechool ane armedwith my father. 

We bought the NE 41-18, a MeCor 
mick Deering 22:9 tractor, 12° gran ginger 
tom Ropers of Rimbey and a second:-nand 22 
Massey Harris breaking plow. This was a raw 
{quarter of fand, covered wth rush. Avery g008 
friend and Pelghbor. Charley Graham. nelped 
the tt year The brushing and burning was 
dane by hans 

“Tis was 1090, tho year ofthe worst cust 
storm Ihave ever witnestod in Alberta tasted 
for nearly threo days, buried some fences and 
biew right into the houses, leaving dust on 
everyting. 

Tiorked with my tater sing cattle and 
hogs and miking cows unt the spring of 1836, 
lwnen I BOUGH the NE 'c 6-41-1-8 fom the JF 
Craig estate, which joined aquarter of Dadson 

(On duly 27, 1998 Clara Massing and | were 
marfod. She had bean teaching Crepe school 
fand boarding wih my parents and we setup out 
Rome on my quarter 

We had 4 ehliran = Orvite who macied| 
Anne Szase, They set un farming south-east of 























Bentlay and hoy reise hogs andcate. Kenneth 
‘who married Meryl Ash of Viking, Alberta Carol 
tne married Lawrence Jafray of Lockhart ang 
they farm there, Leslie, who married Lynda Po 
‘charsy of Rimbey. Kenneth and Losi are reat 
festa slasmon in Edmonton 

| gradually acquired 2 sections of farmland 
ana pasture, helastof whichwastheS)sS-411 
‘Shien was purenased ram Adolph Kreugern 
1964 We moved ters and farmed for en mors 
years, than sold the Kreuger place and’ Mo 
Dither quarters to Hankins Bros. grandsone of 
hare Granam, our neighbor and frend, who 
helped me on my first quarter of fan 























‘The same yoar that | moved tothe Kreuger 
place, Mother nd Dad cold their place to Ann 
fn Hank Krosea and moved to Lacombe Senior 
Chizons Lodge and lator to Northcott Lodge in 
Ponoka, where Dad pases away Septembor 13, 
5968, Mother psased away March 10,1973, 
(Giara‘and Ive In Rimbey at 88th Ave, an 
Stat St til farm the Ni ka1-1-5 and Clara 
taught sen00l in Ribey for several yeas, 


ELLSWORTH, JOHN 
By Elmer Caine 


John Elsworth came to the Chapel district 
in March, 1900 with his two sone, E0 and Fred 
fn three daughters, Sala, Peer! and Mabe 
The other two daughters, Minnie, and Lulu 
stayed in Piatt River, Nebraska, He and his 
‘wife and tamly arrives in Lacombe Mah 19, 
1900, and ranted a farm house one mile west 
of Lacombe, staying there a yeer and then 
‘moving out fo the homestead, the NE S2-81~ 
15, Inthe Chapel school cstrict Land had 10 
bo cleares to build the ouldings asthe quarter 
‘was heavily timbered there was na problem 
{or wood and there was good water. The 
son they had eft Nebraska wae the lack of 
‘wood ang water and also because ofthe cy 
Clones. Ther fue was butfala chips picked an 
the praine in Nebraska, 











ELLSWORTH, JOHN, 
By Harry Elsworth 


‘TheJohn Ellsworth family, consisting of, 
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Fred, Stella, Pearl ang Mabe! cemeto Alberta in 
Maren, 1900, from Aurora, Nebraska. There 
were two older daughters, Lulu who was mar~ 
fied and came to Albertain 190% ané Minniowho 
‘was married and moved to Oklahoma and ator 
ta Colorado, 

‘Jhin, Ed and Fred farmed part of what is 
‘now Lacombe and veda milawest Daaiilodon 
Nile ot So-ti1-5, Fred on SE 9249-15 
{nd John on NE ie 22-41-1-8, They proved Up 
‘on thei respective quarters and lived therein 
‘what wag tobe known asthe Chapo District, 


John latr sole his quarter to Fred and re 











tied to Bentley. whore he ded August 5, 1919, 
ater only about one year of retirement. Ms, 
Ellwortn (Sarah) led at the home of hor 
youngest aughter, Mabel, in Vancouver. 8. 


Jane's main income was trom raising ang 
breeding Percheron hore, traveling the cle- 
tet with a stalion ang a two-wheel cart He 
vias Considered to be well off financially athe 
time of his sale in the spring of 1917, They 
then rovod to Bentley where they lived unt 
his death August 5.1919. He dled of aropsy at 
the age of 67 years. He was born at Spring 
Bay, lino, November 9, 1882, ane buried in 
the Bentoy comely 

‘lonn and. Sarran Jane Hall, were 
rmariod at Aurora, Nebraska, she being of Ger 
{his union were barn geven chidren. Winnie 
Imarted Bil White and they had she hirer 
{ie married Ota Giaeos and had hx chilten 
Edmaried Bessie Polingané hadoneson. Fred 
‘married Minnie Elleworth and seven chiléron 
‘here bom other. Stelamaried Jonnnie Saint 
nothorewore five children in theitfamly. Pear! 
married Gharie Calkins andtheyhad four enla- 
fon and Mabel married Cart Thomas and hag 
two bors 

After John’s passing, Mrs. Ellsworth sold 
her house and turnture, Ing with ferent 
Imomiers of her famiy and doing some trave 
Ting, She pasced away at Hope, 8.C. atthe age 
(of Bg in 1941, and wae buried atthe Hope Co 














ERICKSON, JON 
By Gertrude Dar 

John and Gertie Erickson ed onthe Car- 
son place, which sat te Crooked Lakes, better 
known as Horeeshoe Ponds. John farmed his 
‘dade farm for some time. He was a good mo 
thanieandhelpod on many cars and machinery 
for ather poop. He haa hs Stgam Enginoors 
peers and ran the steam engine for theCalkine 
Valley threshing out or many years 





In December, 1922, John was ia 8 gas ex: 
plosion accident and was conned to bed trom 
that tne until Api 14, 1623, Hesutfered a groat 
deal and was let very cripple. That same all 
the Calkins Valley Ase. Bought a now steam 
tinge and Jahn went into Bentley to elp un 

Toac't He again met with an acidart receiving 
{steam burn and nad to be off his foot for 


Wile on that farm ason, Dousias, wasbomn 
toJohn ane Gertie in 1927 He attended CU. 
forhis higher edueation and then went to Walls 











Willa, Wash, for his Engineering degres an 
inter worked in Denver. 
“John sad he farm on Crooked Lake oth 
janeko Brothers and they establehed 8 fur 
"The Eveksons bought the Otta Uhlig farm, 
two miles west ot Bentoy, where Ott had ho 
Imesteaded in 1800, We moved to thi farm May 
‘John was aways fondot fur animals and he 
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bought some sliver foxes but ha to have them 
boarded unt he could bulld some pens for 
‘hom. Joh Bought some mink from Prince Ea 
ward Island and they too needed speci! pena, 
Iwasinteresting caring frtnem, We butchered 
‘ld noraes and cows for thom, Take breed for 
the fox pupe to eat with milk whe they wore 
Growing. ‘Those days me had to mix our own 
Shima fed and now itean be bought ready to 








Fox pups 
We mikes Jersey cows, raised hogs and 
sole eggs to the hatchery. We were with the 
Provinetal Cow-testing Association. We won the 
up for the highest Increase in production Ia 
‘lort or two years andthe tied year won the 
‘epics and somo cash 
‘One cay Goorge Pico saw a small bear cu 
by the fver bank 40 came fo tel John, They 
aula do much with the bear without dog, 80 
‘John went out to his dag for an Avedale og 
‘men gota colar on thebear andiwolines Wom 
ormarch him on the raed to our place, where 
‘hey puta chain on rim. Lots of paopla came to 
s0e the boar and’ we hee many & 900% laugh 
Douglas, Audrey and the boys came up a 
tor the spring exams to be wih us, a6 Jom 
wasnt abe to work Douglas hea ta gobackto a 
[ob in Walla Walla uni schoo! castes started in 
In 1955, another boy was born to Douglas 
1nd Auarey an they names him John, ana 
ter Kimberly was born, making 8 family of four 
and they lve in Denver, Colorado. AUdrey ie 
fan LV. nurse in the Patland Hospital 
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‘Apri 1965 : 


ERICKSON, PETER AUGUST. AND MARIA 
MAGDELINA 

Me. and Mrs, August Erickson immigrated 
to Canada in 1910 trom Abbols, Sweden, whers 
thay wore bor. They arrived withthe four 
Younger members of thelr famiy. Frank. John, 
Brna and Ruth, and arrved in Glackalds, A 
bert, where they wore met by ther son, Gust 
Palm 

“The Eticktons came directly tothe Lock 
hart district, waveling by sleigh, and as they 
feared the Palm homesteas, they crossed the 

By this time the Palms had a daughter — 
vwno passes away in Infancy — and the urge to 
tee this grandchild acted a the encouragement 
to come to Canada and Join Gust, Marie and 

‘The Ercksons stayed with tho Palms unt 
thelr home was ready on the quarter south of 
Palm’ 

Mr Erickson beinga skilled woodsman ana 
assisted by his sons uit their home an had i 
in readiness for Christmas. Daughter Marl 
vino was working in Calgary, and sons, Ack 
find Frank, wore ao home. making the arly 
rele complete for thelr tet Chistmas a 
Caneaa 

“The. Ericksons had the true pioneering 
spit. With no baby Bonuses or government 
‘rants, they met the eerly cays head-on wth 
Perseverance and thi. 

“The homestead home was of frame con 
struction ang wel insulated wih sawdust They 
‘iwaye hag plnty of home-grown vegetables, 
tate for milking and met, and fote of home 
processed food 

Traveling In the early days hadn't many 
choloes but we well remember the topped 
buggy and team of beautiful driving horees they 
Used when traveling to vist friends at some 
stance. We can recall the days when i was 
necessary to open ton barbed wire gates to To 
Tow an establishes ral, whien followed the ines 























of least resistance, There werene graded roads 
{established along many road allowances, 

John, Ruth and Anna attended Lockhart 
School ~ a typical rural school of the early 
3000's, Some ofthe cary teachers! can fecal 
wore Helon (Lockhart) Novem, Duncan Layton 
find Bortha (Hutton) Miles 

‘Boing $0 fr removed fom churches during 
early nomesteacing, and with Poor roads and 
‘Communication rather acu, reguler attend 
lance at church was impossisiobut Bible racing 
haa Its place in the nome. Tho family were of 
Ltheran faith 

Me Erickson was 2 soir in the Swedish 
Army and the name of Prank aa attched to 

“Tne nearest mecca facts were Bentley 
fand Lacombe. Luckily the Evicxsons. Kept 
heathy. The doctors would come out into the 
County on ell and tend the il an, hopeful, 
they would fuly recover at home as hospitals 
were almost non-existant within thirty miles, Or 
Evans was the doctor In Bentley that time. 

“Some of the neighbors of the Erickson 
wore JE, Lundberg, who iter moved to Eek 
‘il: J K Muir who homesteaded on section 4 
hear the Erickson then the Langa family 0 
‘he ast and the Gust Palms tothe noah 





‘August (Gust) Palm, the cldest of he Erick 
son family married Malinda Wickstrom In Ca 
Siry on August 2, 1907, Theison, Harry. and 
tile Vola vein Victoria, 8. Asaf thisuring, 
Mrs. Paim, at ninety-two years of ag, lives In 
Victoria. After retiring trom farming Into Lock- 
hart, the Palms movedto New Westmine 
ter B.. where Gust ls bused, 

Alick Erickson martied Emma Webber and 
thoy lve for many years in Vancouver, where 
‘lick re to one ofthe highest postiona inthe 
Pat Burme mes works. Eater he and his 
brother, Frank, managed butcher shop nck 
vile in 1815. His wit, Emma, passed away In 
Vancouver and some years later he remarried 
andmovedto Calfornia. Heanchie second is 
‘ate buled there 

Mario rlexson martiod EaWiekstrom (rs. 
Paim's brother! and they lived in Snonomish 
Wath, where Ed was. building contactor 
‘Thoy aabath deceased and burea there. They 
pave one son, Laurence and his wife, Phyllis, of 
Snohomish 

Frank Eiekson maid and lvadin Seat 
Wash. He was the father of 2 sons, dames and 
Gordon. His wife, Mate is deceased. Frank 
fd is san, Gordon, stil vein Seat 

siahn, the youngest son, marred Gertrude 
son and they ivedinthe Boney areaanghad 
Fon, Dougie 

uth marred Oscar Nelson and they made 
‘heirnome at Cold Lake, Alberta Ruth sulered 
‘many voare with erpeling athe. Aer ner 
oath at Cold Lake, her husband moved ta View 
tori, wnere he passed away. Their ony eon, 
Haver, ines in Vitoria, 8 

‘Anna married Gavin Caldwell of the Lock- 
hart district ana they farmed there for many 
Years unt Gavin death. Anna then sol the 
farm to Tom Gyor and moved tothe village of 
‘Bentley and maintained her own home unt 
1860. THe Caldwlls ad na family 

rs. Erickson passed away in 1042 and is 
buried in the Bentley Comotery. Mr. Enckson 
Spent his ater years with the Palms In New 
Westminster, where epassed away January 25, 
1948 ana is buried In Bentley 





ERSKINE, JACK. 
By Harty Hanson 

«Jack Erskine was another Ol6 Country man 
who nomesteadea and bull & frame house on 
Vi 25-40-15, He ola not farm the and, but 
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always seemed to have plenty of money. He: 
‘might have been a Boer War veteran He willbe 
fememoored as an immaculate gentiaman wha 
flways wore a huge diamond ning. He never 
‘owned a car but aways rode a ine English Oi- 
ycle about the country. He thought nothing 
OF riding to Lacombe and back the same day 
‘ver pionaer rosds. He owned & beaut el 
Boat and one of his pastimes was to sal out f0 
the contro of Gull Lake, drop anchor and rad 

‘Mra. Erskine became @ mamber of the 
Searchlight Cub. 

“The Erskines became wellknown in the 
ary days. They had one son, Rona, a ikeebe 
Fellow, who atended the Bentley senodl. Later 
he became sn auctioneer ang moved to 8.6 

“Jack and Mr. Erskine moved away after 
they sold the farm to George Butcher 

ater the Erskine house, which was just 
‘south aerose the road from the first Brownlow 
home, was moved to he south-west corner of 
the tar 10 be closer ta Bentley and the schoo 

Here the John Neal amy occupied the 
house while John was nth army curing Word 
War 2 Later the house was moved into Bentley 
by Ted Butcher and used asa residence. 








EASKINE FAMILIES 


Robert (Guy). and Sara Erskine im 
migrated to Canada trom the United States 
‘bout 1918, buying two quarters of land. The 
Ne 22:384-5 wae where the Dumham school 
was Iaor buit.'on = portion donated by Mr 
Erskine and the S.W. 26-99-7-5, now owned 
purchases by Mr Erskine trom a M- Balou, 
tuo in tun Red bought from a Mr Galion, 
fdge of ol 0 he bought it withthe intention 
farting ont, But was unable to obtain sul 
lent money, s0 gave up the venture snd = 
tumed to France, The Erekines farmed here 
fr several years and then sold i to Guy's 
brother, John Minar Erskine, about 1823, Mi 
nor and his wife. Terra, had-one daughter, 
Dorothy 

Dorothy and three children of she fist 
Erskine famiy al attended Durnam schoo! ard 
Dorothy iter served ae 2 missionary of the 
Pentecostal Church in Africa 

Minor Erskine facmed. here until 1944 
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‘when ne sold to Domy Nagy and Henry Pike 
‘hing and ie and is tamvly moved to Van 


EVANS, MOLLY TERESEA AND FAMILY 
‘By Beulah Jonnson 





Molly Teresea Evans was born in New Jer 
sey in 190%, She wes one of three chien of 
‘Toresea and Paul Evans. Herbrothers wore Paul 
and Jonnie, Mays parents were ot unger an 
escent’ Her mother's maiden name. was 

‘When the children were ory young the fam 
ltymoved Winnipeg, Maly’ father alee while 
she was very young and she doesn't remembor 
im. Her mother marries @ man named Fritz 
There was a hal brother who became s doctor, 
anda haf ster, isk 

Wile they were stil vary young, her mother 
took te eiloren, Maly, Pauland Johnale. and 
‘moved to Calgary, where the chan attended 
Sunnyside and Pillhurst schools, Whos Melly 
was about £2 years old her mother took out & 
omestead in the Calkins Valley sitric., 

Mol remembers now it rained ad rane 
no eats, no fences, log houses with sod roo, 
ome dugaut havses in the hills and some 
Whtewashad Insise with lime. Work was done 
the nerd way. Fences were made of rll. and 
some homes wore plastored with mus. 

Malye mother had quarter of land, tho 
Ne. 1-4-2... farmed with oxen ana walk 
ing ploughs. They ved on alotof widmeat had 
‘dugout root cellars, and canned its of wld br. 
fis, especially bie berries, mest anc bcs 

Wolly loved rising Rorscback and was vary 
popular. There wore cutters, buggies and Hor 
Eedrawn machinery. Molly rode to Gilby and 
Eekulla, and rod about three miles (0 the 
Calkins Valley School, There were many gates 
to open. The old schoo! was also used for 
tchureh and Sunday school. In thase days fog 
fons 

“Their tends and neighbors wore Albert 
keraing the Thomases, Vinca Papps, and spe- 
Sha frends, Metron, Elsie Robeon, Beulah Ca 
kins. for wnom she named two of her own 
{daughters when she later married 














Molly rememoers big community plnies| 
and fun times; but als lots of horse runaways 
timber ties: anda fences so hac to hunt cate 
for days. 








Ma, Evan info of ase 





Moliy’s motnerand brother Pauland John 
le aa lived on the Buicknol atm inthe ir 
taln dietrit 

Paul Evans was Molly's elder brother. He 
marted Nabe! Ingraham of Lacombe i 1023, 
but moved to Chicago, accompanied by his 
‘mother, because ner asthma forceahertomove 
Paul was foreman in tector for United Air 
Cleaners, for ears. Ha ded in 1898, Mabel is 
trite, passed auay In 19/0. They had three 
‘Saughters, Volt. Else, and Eine 

‘Johneie Evans, Moli’s younger brother 
‘iso worked in Chicago, n'a factory. Jonnie 
lang his ie, Helen nadthree sone, Jack, ames 
fang Paul, and one daughter, Lucile Johnnie 
passed sway before 1970 

‘Molly mariag Jalmar Johnton of the Ln 
cain dtrictaf Lacombe in 1827, Tey farmed in 
the Lincoln dtr ram 192110 1963, when they 
feted andmavedtoLacombe Moly apaten 
In Parson's Cini in Red Deer. Sneed always 
been noted forahapp, plessantenceasy gong 
personality. She alwaye liked th outdoors, and 
tnorkod outside when possible 

Moly and dala hed four daughters, eu 
lah, Elsie, Haz, and Ean 











BEULAH, eldest daughter of Molly, married 
‘Byron H. Johnson. of Ponoka n June 26 1942 
‘They had one aaughter, Caro, who later mar 
flee Chris Peterson of Coronation. Born fa this 
Union wore two daughters, Lisa Rochelle, May 
5th, 1966, ane Jody Shoyr, March 28, 7968, 
‘They are both attenaing Lacombe Junior High 
Schoo! 

(Cato! re-marted in 1974, to Murray Gordon 

‘oftacombe They snow faminginthe Spring 
Valey district. 
ELSIE, Molly's second daughter, mari Adam 
Schonhsater trom Primate, Saskatenowan They 
have twee children, Sharon, Dennis ana Dean. 
Sharon martied Low Husson, an RCMP, and 
have a Boy and agit, Nicole ane Micha 





Dennis married Margery Claney of La 
ceombe. They have two girs Mandy and Kar: 

‘Dean married Callen Graves of Lacombe, 
Thay have one boy, yan, 


HAZEL. third daughter of Molly and Jalmar 
Jonnaon, who now lives in Lacombe, ws born 
in the Lincoln catrct Sho mariag Rlenard 
Street, from the lowala district of Lacombe 
“They had the sone, 


The fst, Richard, Jt married Donn Olm- 
toad of the Dakota district, west of Ponoks, 
‘They purchased Donna'sparent's term anahave 
two daughters, Sendy and Cathy, who atlend 
Crestomere Schoo! 

Tho second son, Stephen, married Faye 
‘Thompson Irom Jotre, east of Blackal, 
where they bought a farm, They have two sone 
Bialre ane Blain, who goto schoo! in Red Deer. 
son, Faye's sister. They bought a farm near the 
Fimbey Gas Pant anahavetwo sans, Cody and 
(Casey, who go tothe Rimbey School 

Barry, gon number four, bought he home 
‘quarter ftom nis parents in 1078. Hazel ana A= 
‘hard originally bought this farm trom Jack 
Cooper and moved to the Meadowbrook astrct 
in 1968 Bary marriea Brenda Lira trom eastot 
Backtelde 

The filth son, Marty, went to Crestomere 
School to grade nine, anatnishedhisedueation 
inthe Ponoka School, Henow ives in Lacombe 
HAZEL later marced Eadie Amold Anderson 
fon of Mrs Earl Anderson ot Bentley They 
have one daughter, Cindy 
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EVERNDEN, JESSE AND MARY 
By Edna Hoppus 


Jesse Guy Evernden was born at Groen- 
‘wood ow, on November 181877 te ldest of 
the large family of William and Evangeline 
Everngen. He was brought up in the Unites 
‘Slate, and atended school unt he was 20 
9 of age. He nad to work hard on his parents 
farm ane was able 1 attend schoo! ony inthe 
‘winters. In 1900 ne visited whats now Central 
‘Albert, ahd, king wnet ne saw, came back the 
{oliowing year, and seed ther. For a ime, he 
‘worked for John Craig in Lacombe. Me. Craig 
fan airy. and dalivered miki argemik cans. 
“Tho housewives brought thelr own containers 
‘ut to the wagon to have them filo 

n October 18, 1901, he applied for and 
oceived the ght to take out aromesteagin the 
Forshee ares the SE, quarter 30-417-W.5th. In 
the summers, he worked at various jobs, and in 
the wintre at the Tom Cummings. mil for 
lumber for his house nd farm buldings, He 
‘ecaved Tite for hi land Maren, 1908 About 
this time he met and courtes Mary Cole: they 
wore martod Apri 11,1900, n Lacombe. 

‘Mary Ila Cole wes Born at Sunker Hil, 
wines, August 19, 1881 the fourth hig ot Rev. 
Luther and’Saran Cole. After graduating from 
‘eho, she atlonded Oberin Collage in Ono, 
wanere her brother Charles was profeseor of 
atin, end ater Dean a the college, From there 
she went to Calton, whore she taught in a 
Government Indien ‘Schoo! at FL Bidwell 
Modes County. Every teacher was Issued, and 
taught 10 use, a small revoler ae protection 
against rattlesnakes She andthe other teachers 
waged a constant war against head ioe - the 
Inatan chilren often ran away trom schoo! né 
wore reinfested on the reservation. 

in the spring of 1005, she joined her family 
in Alberta. On hor arrival in Lacombe, she was 
Served boiled black toa Inthe boarding Mouse, 
insteadot the groon toa she was accustomed to, 
inthe States. Itook aday to drive rom Lacombe 
{a Bertley over a corcuroy ras, These diferent 
onaitons of day ta dy living madeher wonder 
Just what kind of country she had come to. 

Later, she taught at Centreview Schoo! 
‘some of her pupis were Dolores Sain. and 
Ralpn ang Merl Oborne. Mary taught school 
tnt ner marriage in 108, 

The fst summer they were marti, they 
lived in log bin, while thelr home was beng 
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Dui, Jesse, with the help of his father-intaw 
Luther Coto, uit large, tworstorey house, 
large hin aot barn. an otter farm buaings 

re all but one of her eh orm: en 
fant daughter, wo cod st wer bir, 
1310. Charles Lee (Buddy) 1911, Budoy clad 
in 1924, Edna, 1914, Bod, 1916, anc Betty 
1918, 
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respecting Homectead Rights, 


for several years, and in. 1913, became 
Secretaryteas. of the municipal lstect of 
Lome, Some. ine councilor wer: Gus Palm 
tin attray. Jim Robson, Chere Whitworth. 
jonn Lunaberg, Philo Slaughter. Harry Brown 
iow Sr and ates Haarstag Inthe prin, wh 
the Blindman River flooded, he often hast 
1 the Counc meetings alan Bor 
ie. Every summer they ned munic 











pal picnies for the Counel! members and ther 
families: everyone looked forward 0, nd en 
Joyed these affairs. They wore ela at Gul Lake 
‘or t Palm Bay. on Syvan Lake 

in 3920, the family moved toBentay —Jeaee 
rented the farm this brother Clyde, and bought 
house on Main Site from Frank Thorp. He 
put a furnace, water, ana a bathroom in tis 
home; one-room downstairs was Used for the 
Municipal offiee. Here ther lst chia, Gerald 
‘vas barn in 1921. Later, Jasse bought a smal 
Adjoining house, and moved the municipal a 

Est of thie small use was the resigence. 
‘ot Mise Jenny Young, who ved withher parents 
inthe cormor hou. Morass the street, Nurse 
Guns haga residence ang Nursing Home Next 
to her wore the homes of Jabez and Zala 
MePnerson, Mr & Mra. Bort Thorp and boys, 
Grannie Thorp’ cottage, an large house on 
Mr. & Mrs. Bort Willams, thelr daugnter, Eva, 
and Bert's brother, Jake, 

A the back of our house, across the lane, 
lived ist Mr & Mra. Birch and thar on, doh 
Iats Me&Rirs Jim Thompson ante Pa 
Geri an Irene. Next coor to them lived the 
Obornes In this same block lived Mtr. & Mrs, 
Harve MH. was a lwyer ang hs wie was 8 
‘music teacher who gave lessons to Buady and 










































‘Some schoo! teachers we remember were 
‘Mrs. Webb Writeset re Els, Mise Mary Kent 
Me. Ray Thomas, Mss Lis Lundberg. Mrs 
Pomphrey, Mr Harry Wikie, Mr. Dick Damron, 

“lossa and Mary ware Both active in Com 
munity afar: Jeses was a member ofthe vi 
Iige Counei! curing the 20. He was a gui, 
reserved man. fond of curing, baseball and 
hockey. Mary took an active pa inte church, 
president of te Ladies Ai for atime, end was 
Wena ltemembershipinthe WMS. Shamain- 
{ained a lie-long interest in needecrate cro- 
hating, kriting, tating, ete. She ais played 
the plano occasionally, in the United Churn 

‘They wore both avid gardeners, Josseinthe 
vogotabie patch, and Mary with her lowers She 
‘was @ member of the Garden Club for many 
Years. The Evernden house on Main Steet bo 
Came Bentiey’s ret noeptal, In 1826, when 
‘lose purensted a home and a quartr-section 
bf land nortn of Bentley from G.F- Damron, and 
{he femily moves there. Jes started the Ben 
tiey Day, and in 1827 aired from his mune 
pal office: He carted on te dary with the help 
Ethistwosons uni nis death in 1040, That ame 
Year, Gerald joined the R.C.AF. and Gob the 
following year. Gera was kes near Mision 
B.C. in Ape, 1088, 

‘After Gela's death, Mery sold the farmand 
moved to Vancouver where she lived ust her 
Seath in 1972 Her tnee surviving ldren have 














ese and Mary verde on 25a 


fved at the Coast for many years. 

oth sete of grandparents, parents, (Wo 
bothers and. an infant sister. all Ho in the 
Bentley Cemetary 


[EVERNDEN, WILLIAM AND EVENGELINE 
y Eéna Hoppus 

iia Evernden was born in England. on 
tly 20, 7855, A8.a young man, he emigrated 
to the United States, accompanioa by an older 
brother no later returned ta Englane Hemade 
is way 10 lows, whore he met and married 
Evangeline Thorton in 1876, 

Evangeline Thornton was. born on No: 
vernber 21,1885 In lowa, of Englsh-Seottish 
‘descent She was a Quaker and we remember 
Bat saying she atten took him with her to thr 
meetings, when he wae a small boy. Grandma 
Evernden was loved and respected by all the 
members of her family, and these memories 
tere passod on othe grandchildren who never 
Krew her 

“The couple farmed in lowa and Missouri for 
sever years, with tar family of seven boys 
‘lsse, Paul, Tom, Howard, Clyde, arthur (86) 
lind Bon, and thee daughters Blanche, Wine 
hired, and Hazen 1905 they came to Alberta, 
{ad setlg ona farm just sour ofthe Dag Fa 
‘mond place. nthe Forshee siti. The oldest 
tear there in 1001 

Wiliam farmed and wasalsoin demandasa 
veterinarian. He died Maren 10, 1915, and 
Evangeline died the following year, Apri 24 











‘THE FALLIS FAMILY 
By Mess! McKiligan 

In 1809 Miton J. Falls came west rom Lis: 
towel, Ontario to Witenburg (later Leedale) to 
{ake a postion ae schoolteacher 

Later in the same year his wile, Rota, and 
their trae daughters, Nelli, Mearl and Marie 
joined him. Mr. Falls taught in the Leeda, Gi 
ist and Benjamin schoo. 

“Thoy moved to Bontoy in 1017 and Mr. Fa 
Vistaught thre. Lator they managestne Bentley 
hotel unt it burnes In 182, 

nthe fall of 1920 Mr. Falls was killed in 
fn elovator accident at Dalia, Alberta, 

Later Mre Falls marced.ve Finch and they 
eontnuos to lve in Bentley unt Me Finch 
passing in 1992 

Mis. Finch continued as agent for Alberta 
Government Tolophones until October, 1044, 
when she married Wm. Begort and thoy moved 
to Burnaby, BC. and later to Kael, BC. Thay 
Tivos there_untt tir pasting, Mrs, Bogor 
Maren 15,1968 ane tr Begert in 1972, 
land taught schoo! in various Alberta schools 
Unt she marreg Arthur (@uda) Darron in 3922, 

Nella married Roy MeKiligan and Mea 
mmarted nis brther Bil 














FIELDS, ARTHUR AND BESSIE 

Arthur Fields was born in 1292 in Wiscon= 
sin and came to the Bentley area about 191 
He and Bessie Garries daughter of George 
find Mina Garries, wore married. about 19t4 
nd Nomesteaded in the Lockhart. sistrit 
‘They had two daughters Helen and Alice, and 
An ‘died susdonly in 1928. "He had many 
trends and was kind and Ipving husband 
land father He is buried in the Bentley came 








‘Mier An's death, Bessie and er two 
daugntars went lo Calgary to keep hou fo 


four local gis who were attending Normal 
School, Ruth Garries, Mare Damron, Anne 
Brogerson, and one whose nama vant be Ye- 
called. Two years later the family came back 
to Bortoy to keep house for George Graham, 
‘whose land ia now owned by Lord Roderic 
Gordon. The nest year Bessie took the girs 
bck to Nebraska tows he elatves and then 
“Two years Inter Bosse marred Bll Coo- 
ton, and ih 1928 they moved fo the Jann Dam 
fon farm east of Bentey and lived there unt 
Bill died in 1943. Motner then moved the frm 
‘house anc her femily, which now ince fe 
ehilren, Doris, John Jim, LeRoy ang Mina al 
Costons into the vilaga and earned maney to 
fice her family by cooking for ol surveyors 
{or several years and eventualy moved to the 
Senior Gitizer's Apartments, where she ted 
‘ory contentealy until Per dosth at the age of 
(01 the Tamity = Helen, Doris and Jon ve 
in Calgary Jim ives Olds and Mina and her 
famiy ve near Lacombe, Laoy was kled in 
aivagie sccident by #enowslige, while playing 
‘Alig attended and taught at Canadian 
Nazarene Collage fortes yeas, then wont 10 
Cascade College In Portiand, Oregon in 1958, 
to bea dorm counsellor and finish of two 
ogress (TB. & AB). There she met and 
‘marred Oon Halland they have pant 28 years 
Inthe ministry. These include thes years on 
tive years as principal of a Chratan Sehoo! In 
Vencouver, Wash. They have five children = 
three boys, Gordon, Jonathan ang Philip and 
‘wo aig, Lana and Linda, as woll as {wo 
Ggranéchiléren, Rashan and Micha. 











FINCH, DAVID ROY. (DEE) 
By Marie Damon 

David Roy Finch, known as “Dee”, came: 

trom St Louis Missouri before 1810 and setled 
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‘on the Medicine River a mile south of Leeda, 
‘which was then known as Witlenbera, In the 
‘Summer after the crop was in he worked on an 
iragation dite in Southern Alberta 

He moved from Lesdale to Bentley about 
1917 and ravolledaBelglanstalion through the 
country. He soon Bought the acreage known as 
“The Old Carn Pace! 

For atime he wes Justice of the Pesce. In 
1920 ne’ married Mrs. Rossballe Fale, He 
Wworked forthe Alberts Pate Grain Company 
Under Tom Lorimer, and ran the elevator at Gul 

In 1828, no bought the olé Merchants Bank 
bllaing an took over the telephone otic. He 


fdded a filing sation and restaurant on the 
Comer, which he operat unt he dedin about 
1835, at tho ago of 75 years. He's buried in the 
Bentley Comatery 


Dee Fic 





FLEMING, BERNARD AND RACHEL 
By Bernard 


‘Bernard came ta Canada in 1907 with his 
parents. They setiod in the Scot cistit near 
Ponoka ang he lv there uni he married 
Rachel Jones came to Canada it) ner par- 
ents in 1913, rom Wales, and they settled nthe 
Wood River claret eat of Ponoka and later 








Berar ein Fly - 18 


‘moved to the Seatild district south of Ponoks 

‘Bernard and Rachel ware married 192619 
Lacombe and moved to Bentley. 

Their2childrenwere born in Bentley: Joe a 
1999 and Annabel in 1991 

In 1993 they moved to Button and lived 
west of Blutfon until #849 and then Bought @ 
farm south of Bltfon. They sold this property 
in 1966 and bought an acreage from Charles 
Hansen and lived there until 1974, when they 
Bought « house In Rimbey and moved therein 
Getader. They are sil living there 

‘Joe married Joyce Carmel of Fimbey: 
“Tne Ive In Red Dose anchave 2ehidren, David 

Annabelle married Denis Gahr of Ponoka. 
‘hoyle at Bruce, Alberta ane have chiro, 
Kathy, Wayne, Callen, Linda and Susanne 











FORSHEE HALL 
By Hay Elsworth 

In the yeas procading 1935 twas custom 
ary tonolacances, concertsanémostingsin the 
Chapel Schoo! 

“This custom involved considerable work as 
the school desk llhad to be moved andstored 
inthe boy’s cloakroom ori the basement. The 
teacher dask had to be moved 100 and, of 
ourve.thishato bedone ster schoo! and then 





‘ut in place again in tie for school Monday 
‘morning, 

‘The school soon became too smal fo dan 
eas more and more peopie moved into the 
Gdatict and tneonly ater places to goto dances 
‘wore Bentey, Rimbey, Leedale or Lockhart 

In 1034, a meeting was held to clscuss 
bulging shalt Forshee, Aboard, consleting of 
Arch Kincholoe as president, Wm. Ingram, 
Chari More, Otto Siman, Bill ana Beryl Gun 
nel was elected. Representatives of the boda 
Contactos LS, Cutler lawyer at Rimbey, nd 
company was formed 

‘Representatives of the board contacts Mr 
‘Mrs Norman Read and they leased the south- 
fm tip ofa fraction ofa quarter on the East sie 
the raitoad to the Forshee Mall Company for 
Sherm of 99 years 

(Cash shares were isved for $10.00 ashe. 
Dancos, card parties, ete, wore held at Chapel 
School t raise money forthe hal and one ume 
tickets weresoidon a $60.00 and thewinning 
ticket as drawn at a dance. The local laces 
‘lub helped with donations before and attr the 
hall was butt 

Me. Emio Orader supplies practical all of 
the lumber ata reasonable price a8 he had 8 
lumbermil. During tis time his mill burned. 

“Thehall was builtin the spring ndsummer 
‘of 1835, almost aby volunteer labor, fo which 

ey receives shares, 

In te fll and winter of 1895, the hall op- 
lene and dances wore Meld every two weeks i 
Dossibie.A family orcneste, the Rotns of Red 
Door, was often rive. 

“There wasa confectionery inthe back ol the 
hal were cigarettes, chocolate bars, gum ane 
soft drinks were S018. Bill Gunnell usualy 
joked after hs and so tickets, a wel Mrs. 
‘Simon and Mrs. Gunneli convenes the lunch 
fang Bil Ingram was floor manager 

Many 900d times were had at Forshee and 
poopie came trom Bentley, Rimbey and au 
founding districts andthe crowds grew 

“The directors heard ofa department store 
being torn down in Edmonton and were able to 
(get enough harawod flooring for heh about 
2 yeare ater it opened and thie was a Big 
improvement 

“The origina hall burned in 1955 and wasn't 
rebuilt unt 1959. The fre ineurance trom the 
‘original hall ‘and money canvassed trom the 
‘ammunity rebuilt se present ral, where they 
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have instlleg water and inside toilets. Dances 
fn Chvstmas concerts are stil hei there. 
‘Themembersofthe original board ee prac 
tically ‘all gone now, but Forshee is stil a pro- 
gressive community with @ real community 


‘THE FORSTERS 

In 1901 Mr. ard Ms. Benjamin James Fors 

tor and family from Ontane moved tothe Rainy 

Crook sitrict ang eetled on te north shore of 
Syivan Lake near what is now the Pentecostal 
‘amp. They later homesteaced SE20391-5, 
Tater called by local resicents the Austin pace, 
and now owned by Ronald Nelgon 

Their family consisted of Charlote Maria 
(Lotte) "who. married Willam Byers. (hey 
India for forty years); ten Benjamin, Elza 
beth, Wiliam, John, Miriam Maze, Edward 
Joseph, Ruth and Davi. Of those who lives at 
Fairy ‘Crock. Edward (Ea) Forster homes 
teaded SW. 20-90-1-W5. He marred. Eaith 
Nelson of the dates October 6, 1809 at tho 
Rainy Crook church. This was the only wed 
fing ever eld in tis log church, most ofthe 
Wwoddings at het time being held at home or at 
the manse, They moved toa farm near Kiam, 
Alberta The house they let was moved to 8 
Carr tarm (now the Glen Nelsons Rome) 
cross the road trom the 6. Cari farm and 
the Fred Cari family resided init for many 
years. In 1981 the mouse wee again moved, 
this timo ta the river farm where the Ken Ne 
fon family lived in for many years ft stil 
‘stands there, 8 pioneer home, now empty and 

“Jin Carr strived formany years. onthe 
soutn half ofthe Ed Forster quarter nd Wiliam 
Byers owned the novth hal, 

‘ter the Forsters moved 10 Killam four 
more zone were born - Sen, Wired, Douglas. 
{ine Gorgon 

Of the Es Forster: 

Ruth marred Jim Herman and resides at 
Camrose 

Bon was killed during air operations over 
Europe in 1944 

‘Gordon lives in the east the other toys ll 
farmed inthe Killam area, and now thelr des: 
‘condents farm there £9 Foretr ced in Ap 
{867 and Ean in June, 1975, 

Joe Forster homesteaced NW. 20-38 
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W.5, He. s00n folowed brother Ed to Killam 
nd farmed tnere sao, Ronald Neleon now 

“ine parents: Mr andMrs. Ben Forster so 
moved to Killam about hi time and ved hore 
for many years, After Mr. Forster's death, Ws, 
Wiltec ang Ruth Patterson, in Calgary She was 
hearing the age of 100 when she ded 





BLINDMAN VALLEY 4-H BEEF CLUB 
‘By Meriyn Wiison 

Revords show that a Junior Livestock Club 
‘operated in ths area unger the name Bindman 
Valley Beet Calf Club from 1981 = 4, Aled 
Hiaretad was the Leader from 1981 -@3an6.. 
Davis of Rimbey in 3983-44, 

1951, with the help of Loyd Rasmusson, 
District Agrieulturat In Lacombe, the Blindman 
Valley Beet Club, as | know it, was started and 
has operated continuouly since that date, The 
fame #-H was adoptedby the Canacian Counc 
bon 4-H Clube in 1952 and the motto was Learn 
to do by Doing 

‘The club leaders through the years have 
ben: Archie Carle, Herold H. Peterson, Lou's 
Seeez, Gerald Witson (7 yeas), Meriyn Wiison 
(G0 years), Howard Bergeson (3 years) Kiaas 
Brink (years), David Mueppelsneuser(2yoars) 
fang Meriyn Wison (2 yeas). 

4-H members came frm most ofthe rural 
tamil in the dite who wore involved Inthe 
faising of bee! alle. Membership gradually 
Increased ntl In. 1968, the lub spit into 
north and south with highway St, Being the a 
ding line The north club operated unt 1968, 
Sulla in the two clubs again becoming one. 

Llsaers in the north club were: Tom Gyorl 
{@ years, Don Freeman. Harry Craig (2 yea) 
Ken Barghols, Bil Gyorh. Hero Baumbach and 
Elmer Ewart 

‘Achievement days were hldaiternatelybe- 
tween Lacombe and Ponoka inthe elit yeas. 
Since 1957, achievement dayshave been Ralain 
{Lacombe in June, involving approximately one 
hungrad ang fifty CH bee! elu memoers. We 
‘would ike to thank the community for fs Sup 
port of our achievement days. 

Some ofthe highlights ofthe club, besides 
schievement days, ave been such things as 
feducatonal tour, bullaing floats for local ars 














‘and parades andthe painting otha Rainy Crook 
Community Centre 
| swarde are avaible through the 

‘One tip awarded yesty. usualy 
{othe ficiency winnor a the el, so Prov 
{al EH Club Woek at Olds Calege. One ofthe 
‘major award trips io National #-H Club Weok 
it Toronto and OMawa and hishasbeen won by 
{aur members ofhisclub. They are Mery Wi 
‘Son, David Thevenaz, Maurin Thevenaz and 
Kathleen Brink, Jeanette Peterson won an ex 
Change to Ontario and Elsie Brink t0 the 
Northwest Terrie. Other members have 
taken partinexchange rips to Brissh Coloma, 
Wyoming and alo 8 special trip to Expo 87 In 
Montvea. 

"There has been a gradual change in he H 
program trom strictly an agrcutual focus to 
ne of development ot the individval boy 
‘rg tft them nt today’s society. They now 
take traning to develop leadership ana respor- 
bly, decision making, cltzenship ana qual- 
ties of business management. This talring is 
focomplshed by such programs as public 
peaking, boing @ Junior leader, holding an ox- 
texte positon, Keeping records and taking 
part in educational touts. These qualtios are 
Fecognised inthe 4-H Pledge. which members 
tay before cach meeting 
Tledge 
My Hed to carer thinking 
My Heart to greater loyalty 
My Hands to larger service 
My Healtn to beter living for my club, my com 
munity and my county, 


GEORGE FRASER FAMILY 
‘By James Freser 


‘George Fraser apprenticed asa blacksmith 




















in Huntley, Aberdeenshire, Scotland for 7 years 
before coming 10 Canaca, He lot Scotland in 
903, coming t0 Ontario, where he spent 6 
B.C. wnere ne worked 2 years at his rade as ¢ 
Diackomith Inthe Big Ben Lumber Co. sawn 

‘Ainistime, George andseveral youngmen 
heard of opportunities around Lacombe, Al 
went. Most of them homesteaged inthe Ber 
jamin anc Lockhart cistrits an George'squar 
ferwas the SW 14-41-35 

(George wont bick to BC and spent 
another 2 yours with Big Ben Lumber at 
Brrontens 

In 1997 he loft the company an went to 
Calgary to meet his bride, whom he hadknown 
in Scotland. They wore married in Calgary by & 
‘ember 4, 1997, The minister's namo was Rev. 
MeWiliams, They then moved to their homes 
tend via Lacombe. 

Lacombe was where al the supplies wore 
cobtaines, Provision, horses, wagons and ever 
‘ting that was noeded to operste came from 
Urcomée, 

George, to. get started in those pioneer 
days, had to make a lot of his own Nand took, 
but bought a forge, anu, se and post il 
2a time went on he aequredotner things hat ne 
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needed to keep going. His shop was a busy 
place at times, especialy in tho spring with 
farmers coming in with plow shares to bo shar 
‘ened, wagon whels te fixed and ust about 
fverythingtnatcoule be done at blacksmith 
Shop. Many times shen a farmer brought in 
Somathing to be done, George would it Dut 
Send the customer out dois eld work while 

CConaltions in the early daye were quite 
rugged at iret, but mare sndmore atlas came 
‘so the neighoarhood grew. 

George's wife, Mary, was a great helpmate 
with heriarge garden chickens turkeys angiots 
stiidtrittor preserves, She aivays made thir 
‘wn butter. Alina thoy wore ale to make & 

“The Frasers ook an active parti uli ite 
fs he was secretary-iessurer for Benjamin 
Senoo! district fora te, thon served as coun 
cil forthe M.D. of Lorne #400 fora number of 
Yrs, He wat also active in tne bulding of he 
huren nthe vally andalsowith heh which 
‘was the centre of al soca events inte Vale 











The children all went othe Calkins Valley 
George was Instrumental in geting hs land 
transfered to Calkins Valley School District as 














ne school was a one-room building with 8 
Grades and upto ity-three children andastime 
(rent 9 tne classes Increased. We rode out po- 
mies the 3 mile, in cold weather or rain =i 
Giant seem to make any diference. The barns 
wore generally fun ster as everyone has a 

“Teachers got board and room wherever it 
could be found. I was usually close to the 
School but sometimes not too clase. Some of 
the teachers were Mr Layton, Mr. Grant, Nelié 
Craig Mr win and many move 

‘Some of our eariy doctocs that servd the 
community were Dr. Byers of Rimbey and Dr 
Hynes of Lacombe, In case of births tharo was 
help such as midwives ang I can cemomber Ms 
Une as always ready to help and.as she wasa 

‘Our neighbors inelused Jonn Liner - SE 
$5:41-8.5'DM. Layton -N.W.22-4-8-5 James 
Jatray “SW. 1241-9-5andWim. Anarows-W! 
L425, These wore al close fiends of the 
famiy and vistod regularly. As time went on, 
there were others who became good trends 

Inthe early days, the nomesitowas cleared 
‘out of virgin timer end 80 In dry summers the 
Servers had their worres. Fires were constantly 
Springing up and the bulginge wore sways in 
danger They tall of one time whon the lames 




















wore taking hod ofthe old barn but aneighbor 
Came by and gave them a hand to arty encugh 

'As tim went onthe trip to buy supaies or 
sol produce was 1 Lscomee.tteokaday there 
fand'a day beck, 80 when th railway was bull 
rough Eka nd ono Node, wos 
rive fo Eek, whion was beter than aeving 

“Then came th rai line through the Bing 
rman Valley te Rimbey ang nodth, which made 
Fimboy our fown as the roads had easier grax 

‘Te ramehouse stood unt 1978, wnen one 
of te grandsons, Dwight and his wile Josnn, 
Taina wih a lovey megan am nome 

George Fraser ~ bom in. Aberdeenshire 
Scotland Sept 12,1675 passed away at Bentley 
February "91951 

‘Mery Fraser-bornin U.S.A. July 4, 60 and 
went to Scotland when undar 1 year ol: passed 
way July 27,1957 

‘Cnideen 

‘James Fraser-marriea oulseBeddoosand 
live at aslon 8-2 ciren, 

Constance Fraver Sxeels, 

John Fraser 





deceased - 9 children 


Margaret Fraser Padun = lives at Air, 
Alta.= 1 oh. 

“The children wore all born and marsed at 
thehomestead. They recsived thew educationat 
the Calkins Valley Schoo! at Locker 


FREEMAN, ALEXANDER E (Sandy) 

Alexander E. (Sandy) Freeman, the third 
‘oldest in tamily of eleven, was born i Klar 
hey, Manitobe, February 25,1903. He eamewest 
ttn hs parents to Edmonton in 1808, andto te 
Tote astict in 1283, where he got his schooling 
st the lola Schoo! 

'As a young man he worked in the bush, 
lumbering’ and cutting railroad tes. When the 
falroad waa extended orn trom Rimbey he 
‘worked with crew building the ralroae 

In 1824 Sangy anc his brother. Bil rented 
the Esco Moore farm south of Gull Lake, ang 
farmes it for tow years. In 1928 he maciod 
‘Selma Holmes ofthe Sunset il district west of 
Bentley. Sho was the eldest aaughter of Louse 
fand John Holmen. Saney ana Solm ved on 
‘arious farms In the Forshee dstic; the Bob 
‘Wooiger Farm: the Gnarls Raymond farm; and, 
In 1887, Bought the NW. 10-¢1-1-Sh, which 

They cleared the lane with an Oliver Hart 
Pere tractor wth brush cutter attachment. nd 
Started breaking the land in 1928. Sanay had a 
threshing outfit ang dia custom threshing for 
the neighbors. During the war yoars when holp 
twas hard ta ge, each farmer would supaly 
team, Bundle rack, and aman, to haul puns, 
1057 was the last year th threshing machine 
wae used 

Sandy, Selma, and family o ve entaren| 
moved onto the land (NW. 19) inthe spring of 
Jorn, They used two small buldings, wnich 
were aterusedas abarang agrenary when the 
house was built and tney moved Into In 1945 
Senay was elected Councilor fo Division 4 in 
‘the Municipal District of Lacombe #6, wheres 
Served wo terms. Hejoines the Masonic Lodge 
lana became Master of Kiehiner Lage #05, n 
Fimbey. in 1956. Sendy passed away January 
25,1957 

Selma moved to Bentley n 1959-19 1960 she 
masties Armold (Sing) Engebretson, who 
tame trom the Last West astct. ing was re- 
Tired at the time and enjoyed playing the v= 
olin. Bing passed away in 1967. In 1870 Selma 
fared Louie Wine, an old schoo! pal fom the 








63 
‘Sunset Schoo!. Louis operated he Wine Wel 
ving v0 Bentley. Sema was s member of the 
aster Star and a longtime mamber of the 
Foranee Community Ladies Club. She passed 
‘may on June 28,1977 

‘ie tive Freeman children, thes boys and 
two girls in order of age are Ken, Avi, Don 
Norma and Lal. Keith and Alvin sartd senool 
tthe Chapel School When the fem mavedto 
{he Chante Raymond farm, Ket Ainand’Don 
‘aon to the Outlet Schaal. They rode the three 
iiles on horeaback. Shorty before maving to 
the NOW. 1841-1-W5 they startod atenaing 
Centreview School. Al the ki atences there 
Unt 1046, when, because ofa teacher shorta 
(2, the students. wero bused into Beniy 
Keitn had. quit senoo! by this time and was 
‘working, The fst school bus was operated by 

ion Poling of Bentloy. end it was an Interns 

tional gain truck 

Keith was born September 12, 1828. After 
leaving sehool he worked for Cecil Suggettbe- 
fore taking up heavy duty mecnanies. I 1953he 
wont into the Cat business with his bother Don. 
‘They operated this business unt 1872, On Ray 
25,1957. Keith married Dorothy Wiley rom High 
Fiver In 1965 they purenasedthe Bob Chalmers 
farm, NJe25-47-2W 5 and. moved 10 this 
place, re Kelth sil Ives. Keith ame Dorothy 
hive two ehloren, «son and daughter, Patrick 
wes born March 3, 1958 and at present work: 
Ing in tne ietd ang tving in Lacombe, Bonnie 
works an les in Rimbey 

Alvin was born January 1890, Alter iieh 
ing school in Bentley he tarmed with his da for 
‘thre years. Only 14,1951, he marred Mure 
Garris, the only daughter of Ethel and Paul 
Garies_ of Bentley. Murel Mad recewved het 
oln Shoot. Alvin ane a partner, Norm Wold, 
‘Sperated a Cat business fora few years. Alvin 
land Harold Wilton ownedand operated theBon- 
tiny Mast ane Locker Plant for some time. Alvin 
purchased the Wi-11-€1--W.Sh from Oave 
Turnbull, and thoy lived therefor awhile. Later 
thay bought the Gullemaud farm, allot Sec 
TeaI-1-Wsth, except the SW. quarter. The 
NE quarter was about half covered with the 
‘water of Gull Lake. The family then moved nto 
Bentley where Alvin worked forthe U.G.G. and 
‘operated the elevator, Just prior to Stan Boa 
dose Alvin. Mure, and famly hen moved to 
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Fox Creek to operate an oileld maintonance 
business. n.1979 Alvin and Muriel moved to 
Fillsaring in Southern Alberta, where they now 
liv They have four ehilren, the eldest a son, 
Lory, orm October 11,1982 Lory tives on a arm 
‘er Drayton Valley, and does aifile wolding 
‘Gndune 18,1977, he marved Patt Truman rom 
Fox creek. They have one son, Jason. and & 
‘daughter, Shar Dennis, the second son, was 
bom December 13.1956. On July 17, 1976, ne 
tarred Dabbie Hutchison, second daughter of 
Mar) and Tom Hutchison of Gull Lake. They 
havatwocaughtor,Jamieand Michele. Dennis 
fn and operates a tucking ousiness in Fox 
Greok. Paul the third son wae born Apr 26, 
‘988, On May 6, 1978 he maried Sharon abbs 
from Fox Crock. Paul purchased the olfils 
traintenance business from his 6d, end isthe 
Dwner operator. The only daughter. Noreon, 
twas born October 21,1960, She works an lives 
InFox Gren, 








Don, the third son, was born May 25, 1831, 
Atter fishing High School In Bentey, ne 
worked fortwo years witha survey company in 
Egmonton, On May 12, 958, he marrod Elen 
Vig elses daugntar of Seime and Clarence Vig. 
Jn 1905 he went into the Cat business with his 
brother, Ket which they operated ae Freeman 
Brother Construction Ltd In 1959 Don an 
f2en bought the Rome pace, NW. 1847-175 
fand in 1908 started farming this quarter along 
fith the E %-33-¢1-9-015th andthe Si-34-4 
‘Swath, in 1967 they nought the SE -00-4 

With tom Charise Cummings. They termes 
fi ths land unt 1979, Inthe spring of 1960, 
they had a farm auction ofall thei machinery 
They sil va'on tho home place and rent ou 
the farm lana. Dan, in his spare time, sings 
with a group of local farmers who call thar 
Selves the Forshee Farmers, Part of ei pe 
formance is Don's thee logged act, where he 
‘skilfully dances with three tos His venous 
Costumes are designed and sewn by Eileen 














‘Don and Eileen have four ehleren. Theo 
ent, Cat, was bor January 1, 1955. She at 
tended schoo! in Bentley, ang ator th Bentley 
High Schoo burned down, continued on in Ls 
Combe, where she gradusieg. On Fobruary 15, 
1875 she married George Anderson, son of 
‘Andy and Florence Anderson of Rimbey ean 
4978 they lst an infant on, Jesse, And MoM 
have a daughter, Jacylyn In 1879 they bought 
the S.W-24-41-5.9,5tn, where they now Ive 








Don and Eileen'’s oldest son, Wes, was born 
Maren 18, 1857 He nas worked inthe afelds 
for sever years ane ls now aril. Heisliving 
in Roa Dee at present. Beverly, the youngest 
faughter was born Api 1958 Attorinishing 
High Schoo! at Bentey she received ner Bacho 
Iorot Physical Education from the Univertyo 
Alberta Rodger, the youngest son, was born 
Sune 3, 196%, ana is presently working inthe 
Dilfer and ining at home 

Norma the eldest daughter, as bom July 
1, 1984 She took her schooling at Contervew 
And Bentley Schoals. Norma worked in local 
tates in Bartley untl she marieg Charles Bur 
fel ttom Sundre, Alberta, on May 15, 1955 
“Fney lives in various places in Abort, working 
Jnr construction ard oiled work tn 196] they 
‘moved to Calgary, where they lived unt 1958, 
‘Thay then maved to Whitenorse in the Yuken: 
Chuck an Notme have three children. Brands 
the erst was bora Maren 4, 1954 Shelves and 
‘works in Whitehorse. Robert, tha only son, was 
born February 28, 1957. Ha marree Mare Fo 
bert rom Lacombe, on November 1. 1980, RG 
bert operates trucking Business in Whitehorse 
with his parents, The youngest daughter, Bar 
Dara, was doen July 18, 1964, She sil atonds 

ois the youngest of the Sandy Freeman 
cldren was born November 25,939, hema 
fied Joe Borg. Jr on August 20,1958. Joe was 
‘employes by Gulf Olona seismic crew Thay 
lived ina numberof places n Alberta ana Sas 
atchewan.n 1958 hey bought tne Cal Moulton 
place, the SE-12-41-2.¥15ih. and moved onto 
tin 1961, when Joe transferred to tho Rimbey 
Gas Pint whore he stil works. They havetnreo 
chilean, Charlene, to oldest, was born Febru 
fry 18, 1956. She mariea Rick Nelson of the 
Ekle area on September 27.1978. They have 
‘wo eildron, Viel and Timathy. Charlene and 
Fick are presently ving In Blackfads, The so- 
cone daughter, Jo Aane, was born March 13, 
‘059, After graduating from Bentley High 
Schoo! she warked In Rimbey, where she also 
lives The youngest, a eon named Bia. was 
‘born Maren 37,1861 lair graduated rom Ber- 
tiey senool and prosenty ves at home whore 
ne hapa with the farming 


FREEMAN, JAMES JA. 
By Besse MeKay 

James was the on of Mr. sn Mes. James 

Freeman and on April 15, 1990 marred Bessio 














Elgworth eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 

"he Freemans mova toa farm south of 
Bentley (the Hopkins farm) and later to afar 
Inthe Rainy Crook citric. 

“They had children Phyllis, Delbert, Marl, 
Allen, Floyd, Shirley snd Dennis. im passed 
away May 10,1860, 
tied in Bentay unl moving to Nanton wits het 
Uncle ang aunt Mr. and Hrs. Lawrence Ste- 
henson, in 1948 In 1959 she married Alrod 
Sawiey, who ranched near he ‘Stephensons 
They nave a famly of 8 boys and an adopted 
eughter. The famly belongs tothe Conte: 
Plal-Horse Club and participates in horse 
Shows, cattle penning, trail rides "and 
‘gymkhana events 

‘Deibert was bor at name on the Hopkins 
farm, Apel 11,1852. with Or Henry and Mrs 
Louse Holmen attending. He took his schoo 
Ing at Centreviow, Cnapel and Bentiy. He was 
born a erpple so was unable fo do heavy work, 
but worked a obs ne was able todo. Ho spent 
his Inter years with his sister, Marie and her 
husband. Delbert Became the vietim of leuke- 
mia and passod away September, 1964 

‘Alte Marl, the second daughter, waa Born 
In Bentley, July 14, 1835, and recolved her 
‘chooling at Centreviow, Chapel and Bentley 
(On Way 90, 1989, she martied Jonn Ancrew 
Nyman, rom the Shady Nook district. Sheand 
her nusband operate shop in Red Ozer and 
have 3 children, Laurence Wayne, born August 
25, 1960; Heather Dawn — Apri 5, 1065 and 
Cameron Wade — July 30, 1969 

“Albert Allen was bom May 31, 1854 ang 
married Theresa Mario. Nolin, November 25, 
1961 They have 2ehldren,Geverly Anne Jean 
born Apri 28, 1963 and Loyd Allon, Born May 
20.1905. Albert ¢ withthe A.G.MP. 

Foye Aled was bom In Bentley, August 
to, 1896, and marred Diane’ Youngberg of 
Milcest"Atines” Thal chigren are Lome 
Floyd, born February 16, 1967: Tracy Diane 
‘lune 28, 1968, ane Teena Marie = Warch 2 
4971. Floye and Diane wero maried in the 
Bellewe ‘Catholle church. une 10, 194 
Floyd worked in Oran, Algeria, for Westburne 
International Dring Limited, as a toslpush or 
tig supervisor anc whi there. ne and his wile 
fd aughter. Tracy, wero killed in an auto ac 
fident and are Buried at Hillrost, tbe 
Growanest Pass. Lome and Toon now make 
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their home with their uncle Dennis snd aunt 
Peggy and nave Been wih tem for 7 Years. 

Shirley Marlene, thirsaughter, was born at 
Bentley September 16, 1935, and took hor 
sehoolng thee. Later she moved to Red Door 
fd clerked ina deparment sto unt hr mar 
lage o Robert Hjeimeland, son of Mr and Mrs. 
Usonard Hijimeland of Red Deer, on Apri 2, 
1957. Thay have # childran, Tery Robert wa 
born Apri, 1969; Gragiy Zane ~ December 
28. 190%, and now attending college n Eaman- 
ton; Bronda Marione — July 24, 1862 and De- 
bora Lynn ~ November 15,1984 Shiriey works 
at Michener Centre 9 Red Deor and her Rus 
band works for Great West Feeds in Rea Deer 

Denna Elwood was born at Bantlay May 6, 
1949 and on Dacember 28, 1060 married Mar 
‘gaat Thompson at Gaetz United Chureh, Res 
Deer. They have 3 children, Douglas Elwood. 
bor July 45, 196%; James Floys — August 8 
1968, and Susan Lecann January ¥, 1965 al 
bora in Red Dee, Dennis works asa fica ayer 
In the ely of Red Deer, where they Ived for 5 
Yyoars ater they were married endthen movedto 
the Crowsnest Pas area for2 years and to Cal 
{ary and Okotoks for 9 years. Later they moved 
back tothe Pass and operated aceramicshopin 
Hillcrest. Selling this year, they moved backto 
the Red Deer area 

In 1949, | marred John James MeKay, who 
stone time farmed in the Chapel district andhe 
passed away in May. 1959. We had adaughter, 
Beverley Anne, who was born tRimbey, Febru 
45/11, 1945 later moved to Red Deer and took 
in eoarders, It was here Bev became il and 
passed sway a the age of 15 yours on February 
45, 1960.1 tl esi in Red Deer, 














FREEMAN, JAMES SR. 
‘By Mary Sakarassen 

James Freeman was born September 1 
4859, at Mitchel Ontario, There were thee 
‘oye ang one gi in his famiy. While ca 
fen were stil small tho famliy moved to Keppel 
Ontario, wnicn was north af Wiarton, Ontario, 
‘This was timber country. so the Boys grew up 
knowing Now fo use a brass 3x. 

In 1882 James Freaman made his way west 
by working on the ralitoad to Snowflake, 
Manitoba 

In 1884 nehomesteaded near Karey, Ma 
ritoba. He took aut logs and built @ house 
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‘Thess logs werehewes. He broke upthe homes: 

i April 1887, my mother, Jenny Youn 
came out to Killarney, andMother and Dad were 
frarfiad Apri 30, 1667. Mother was. Born at 
Owen Sound, Ontarie, They had six chilren 
here: Hart (Het), Willa (Bil), Alexander 
{Sanay): Margaret, James and Samus 

Tin 1908 Bad got the urge to goto Alberta 
which, he ha heard, was Such agrest country 
He sola is farm fo abrother andl remains 
Inthe Pesan name, Tey moved 1 Bollview, 
Manitoba, wnere |. Mary, was born. Dad did 
Blacksmithing while we were there. Thon Inthe 
Spring of 1900 we came to Edmonton by tran 
‘We were headed forthe PeacoRivercourtry but 
Impossible roads. While in Eamonton Dad cid 

He took # homestead in the ola aistrit in 
the fll of 1910 and we came fo Rimbey. where 
tne spent the wintar Besse was born here In 
January, 1911 That summer we moved ofa, 
whore wolivd inthe Tom Tullenouse, about a 
mile from the homestead 

‘Again Dad ut loge, hewedthem, anata 











large house, which stillstands.Laterhe took ou 
more loge, hewad them, and built large arm 
tui stil stands and is being used 

ary, and France, We were eightaan miles 
trom ine nearest doctor, who was Dr Byers at 
Fimbey. sa a mdwite delivered the crilron 

Teas not an sy litt raise lage fami 
on a homestesd, but we were always warm, 
happy, and never hungry. We raised a large 
arden, Thore waste of wil fruit for he ick 
fg ane plenty of wild game. 

Mother kept the lola Post fie for many 
tail ang stayed for lunch, 

‘Wie walked a mile ta choo! and were only 
able to gett grade Vill Thon It was necessary 
{fo 0 away for further education, 

Dad nae ta find work away Irom home at 
Hospi at Ponoka, doing. carpenter work 
nen he ars home, which wan very fen 

Land was cleares with an axe and broke up 
with awaiking plow. Inthe early years hay was 








cot with a seythe, it was usualy slough hay 
which dian make very good feed, We haga few 
ows, chickens ana pigs, bul Mad no horses 
Lint th fall of 1916. There wa really excle- 
Rorges, and a wagon and a buggy. Botore tie 
we had to depend on neighbors, and we Na 

Mother made quits and rugs, knit our 
stockings and mits, and made overciothes, 
‘There was nothing wasted 

have many fond memories of owing vo 

Ny folks lived onthe homestead unt 190, 
Dad was now seventy years al. Thay moved to 
Bentoy where some ofthe boys nad seted, 
Mother passed away in 1996. Dad led for 
wile with Jim and moved to Wetaskiwinto ive 
with Margaret Me passoa away’ in 1943 
Hlekin of Cayley. They had five boys end two 
iri. She later maried Gus Quast and there 
wore tree gts by this mariage 

Bll never maried. Fora numberof yearshe 

‘Say married Selma Holmen of Bentley. 
‘They nad three boys ang two gi. 

Margaret married Harry Kinet andthey ha 
two boys. She later marieg Christan Lonndor 

Jim married Besse Ellsworth and tay had 
tour boys and thes gil. 
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‘Sam married Joan Willams ang they raised 
a family of thee boys and four gis 

| marriog Richard (Oick) Brockway of Cay 
ley, Ata We raisac one son andtwo daughters 

Bessie married Edwin Chowen of Bently. 
‘They raises two boys and one gi 

‘Emost nover marries, 

Florence passes away in 1929 whit 
going an operation for appendix. 

Harry married Florence Sutherland trom 
High Fiver. Thay have two daughters 

Emest and Harry served overseas in World 
War l rom 1942 1848 

Sandy Jim, and Sam, farmedinthe Bentley 
area, as did Emost in intr years 

Harty served a fire warden inthe Crowsn 

(Ot this amily, only Bessie, Hany, and my: 
sat are ving. 

(Of my own family, vin ves at Cayley. He 
‘wns nisaun farm but toll heath, rents 
his son-in-law. He ana his wif, Helen, own and 
Operate the Cayley store, 

Marie marria Barry Barkly, who works for 
Hudson Bay Oil Co, Mar teaches sehool in 
Didsbury. Batty Lou graduated rom Holy Grose 
Hospital in Calgary 0s an RIN, and nurses in 
Canvose. She married Bernstd.MeDermott 
who works for International Harvester Co 

My fist husband, Dick, passed away in 
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In 1971, marcied Fred Sakarisssen, and we 
ve a igh River 


FREEMAN, ERNEST SHANE 

most was born November 28,1916 atola. 
He moved to Bantiey with his parents in 1820, 
fd took same of his schooling in Botley. Ee 
fst served. overseas with tho Armed Services 
firing Word Wari, On his retum he farmed 
find operated a genera trucking busines nthe 
High fiver elstect. Then in 954 he returned to 
Bentley to work in conetrtion ae «Cat oper 
tor In the early 1960's ne Bought he SE 16 
{41-2-WS rom Allan Robson Here, Ernest still 
bachelor, farmed and raed hogs. His dog Wa 
ter was a faithful companion and a great help 
linen sorting pigs Ernest passed away sud 
(denlyon August 15,1971, atthe age of 4 years, 








FREEMAN, SAMUEL 

By Joan Freeman 

‘Samuel Freeman was born at Ninett, Ma 
rita, near Kilamey, August 1906, the 
tila and fourth son of Mr- and Mrs. ames, 
Freeman 

‘ter numerous moves trom Killarney to 
‘Saskatchewan and on to Edmonton, Mt Free 
man ang his family of seven arrived in Fimbey 
tnd ater staying tere abouta year, they moved 
toa homesteedin the fla dstct one mie wast 
ofthe fla senoat an hall 

"Fn older boye each took up homesteads 
fon the base line and at harvest time wert to 
Soutnesn Alverta for the harvest and on into 
B.C. to the lumber mils for the winter. 

inthe late 208, Sandy and Bil rontd the 
Esco Moore place near Bentley and Sam went 
there to helpith the harvest and Marytodothe 
‘cooking 

(Gradually, they all want to tho Benoy aes, 
aitnough, Sam, ia the early 308, took up road- 
work and worked with tne Philip Bjorkoron rosa 
Construction crews, deving a Cain the Roct= 
fon Bridge area fr two ores year. n winter 
he hewed tes for the raliway near Hoadley 

Ed Elsworth never failed fo tell tho stony 
about Sam stooking afield of wheat wien made 
40 bushels to the acre. Atthe one ofthe ay. 
when Ed fished cutting, Sam nad kept up with 
tho binder andopened thegetetor Eatomoveto 
the now fala 

tn December, 1839, Sam ronted the land 
ceastotNorman lead’, neat Forshoo, which was 








owned by Mrs. C. F. Damron. At that time he 
‘owned # heifers, @ wagan and a team 

He married Joan Willams of the Potter 
creck sist. She was the local schoo) teacher 
iat iola, This was during the deprossion and he 
‘tent every fal to nunt or the year's supply of 
meat, 08s father had always done. He loved 
fhehunt andkepttup unt mo winter betorehis 
‘ath, Heals oved sning andenioyes tishing 
trips to. Buck Lake and to the west county 
which ne knew ke a Book 

"ter 3 years, Sam Bought he farm which is 
‘now infis son's possession. It nad bear owned 
Dy Noman ead and was about 2 miles nortof 
Foreheo. 

“There were naw 2 bays, Philip and Ralph 
ang that fl Patricia was born. A smal Mouse 
was bul followed by two additions, wnen Ter 
‘once, Gladys, Beatrice and Sandra srved 

“Ie fami, with ne exception of Philip and 
imysell nave moved 9 many diferent places. | 
tres wicoweed In 1968, when Sam sutteroda fatal 

Philips caretaker ana ico mab 
bey Curing Rink 

Ralph is 2 consulting engineer and tes in 
“Texas wth Pi wo. the former Hla Carlson of 
Lnnriage. She teaches senool and they havea 
‘Saughter, Andrea 

Patricia married an oll worker rom Saskat- 
cenawan. They had 008 before David's death 
{tor she married Sandy Lidsell and nasa son 








atthe Rim 











and a daughter from that marrage. She now 
TivesinLesevile, Horoidestson lsmarcedand 
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he and Peggy and ther young son live In Red 
Door, wharo ne works ona gravel crushing out 
fic Ken works in lumber milsin High evel and 
Bob and Earl workin lumber mile at Rocky 
Mountain House, 

“Terence is an electrician in High Level 
wherwhe was Mayor forsomeyoars. He andhis 
wile, Betty, have 2 sons ana'a daughter Shane 
IS finishing high school Dianne attends the 
School forte Beatin Edmonton and Kent stil 

Gladys became a doctor and precise in 
Peace fiver. She ls marie to lawyer, Emest 
Marshall\C. They havea son, Geotrey, and2 
aughters, Heather and Alison 

Beatrice is a secretary ang her husband, 
Russell Short, from Dawson Crook, is 8 top 
ranking surveyor They Ive in Vernon, B.C. ang 
have aon. Jason, and a daughter, Nicole, 

“Sandra was a teacher and marred an army 
corporal rem Ontario, by thenemeot Jin Gray 
‘They have 2 san, Jamie and Raney and & 
small daughter, Penny. 

‘iter being a 4-H leader fr eleven years 
joined Women's Institute and became Const 
toeney Convenor. am now active in cho and 
‘chureh work, socretary forthe Historical Park) 
Fimbey for some years ang continue raising 
Charolais eat, 











GARRIES, GEORGE AND FAMILY 
By Glacys Garris ang Roth Lundberg 

‘The senior Garis family came to Alberta 
as immigrants in 1900 and settod In the Bast 
fey disticl Mr and Mrs. Garies and their 
three sons, George, Wil ang Aa, with their 
Families, brought nousahold furnishings, im 
laments for farming and a earioad of Ive 
tock with them. 

{George andhis wife, Mine, andthe of their 
amily = Besse, Paul and Gedy all of whom 
wrote born in Nebraska. came, and later. Harry 
twas born and we nave been tols he was the st 
White child born inthe Slindman Valley. Over 
the next fow years slxmorachilcren were added 
to the family ~ Arthur (who died very young) 
George, Ruth Mina, Charo and Foy 

The four orignal fms lived fora time on| 
the eastern sige ofthe Blindman Fiver 2 miles 
fouth of Bentley. Dad crossed the river on a 
{ording spot and he end his wife took a homes 
toed ohechal mile west ofthe river Hove Dad 
built atog house and, eventually, barn and 
ther outullings. For yoars he ran lime kiln 
nthe edge ofa reek inthe south-east comer 
otis farm 

‘Mother was a wonderul cook and was well 
koown intha strict Somuch #9, that whenever 
the indians camped in heaves, they madenaste 
{o come to the house for breed. Many. many 
{ears later, some ofthe Indians going through 
{he vilage on one the annual ips they made, 
‘cameo aur house with avery sick papooso. On 
‘Eat day the woe thing was fastoned i the 
Imather's back carrier Our Mother loosened 
{hat but whether she was able todo anything 
‘ora forth iti thing is not rememborod, Dut 
they thought Mother would krow what to do, 

Dad loved horses ang had brought many 
‘inehorses with him inthe setters car. Most of 
thete horses became sick and Dad called it 
“Swamp fever” Those that survived were re- 
leased snd some have ead they formed the mux 
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cleus ofthe herd of wild horses that are often 
Seen on the Kootenay Plains. 

‘Our parents wore the only Gartes who 
stayeacon the farm. Our grandfatherhurtniseye 
land they retumed to. Hastings, Nebraska, to 
fet macical nel. Later, Grandpa Garis died 
fe a few years ater Grandma married a Mr 
Ed Smith and they ved many years ina rice 
home which sil stands in Hastings 

‘Wil and his family returned to Nebraska 
and ha became a minist. 

Artlvadin dentey for quite afew years an 
‘worked a an auctioneer and Tinlly moved to 
{asta From the h took his fami to Eckvile 
snd. eventually t0 Blingham, Wash. One 
daughter, Ove, sil ves in Alber. Se has a 
large Yammy, mast of whom lve near, Orin 
Esmorton 





(ad was always dealing in horses, but he 
dis some of his ety farm work with oxen and 
two have often heard Mother and Dad speak 
fondly of O13 Buck or other athul oxen 

Later, aller all the children were born 
Mother moved the whole family to Bentey 35 
Dad was away most of he time dealing acker- 
ing, he called if} for horses, We moved into Un 
ble Arthur's house and it was there Charlo and 

ad now had amachinery business and he 
was the village blackemitn, Mother kept books 
Tor him and one of th old ledgers has the ac- 
‘counts of many Bentley old-timers 

Motner ang Dad had made one tur vist 
to Nebraska wen Bessie was in he eons an 
the stayed tere Io get litle more education 
‘than they were able ave hr atthe ite Ste 
henson school. When ane returned, the folks 
Sidntike her working outso ey added arom 
tothe house and Bessie became he" Hallo Git 
for Bentley and district. Bessio married Art 
Fields shorty afterwards end Mother took over 
the operator's ob, which shehad for seventeen 
Yyoara, We al Pelpad off ang on — But mostly 
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‘of im afraid, She was an excellent operator 

Bessie and Art farmed onthe old homes 
tead for some time and then Art bought ane of 
hia own in the Lockhart Valley. He di curing 
the 1918 fu epidemic. Bess was ltt with two 
Ite girs to raise Helen and Ace. She came 
baci home to operate the conta! elephone of 
fioe aut after afew yesrsshemarreaBsllCaston 
fand they nao children. John, Dari, Leroy, Jim 
tnd Mina Leroy was Klled ina snow ede a8 
Youngster but the rest are all ving in Alberta 
With the exception of Alice, who i married toa 
Iinistor and lives near Portland, Oregon. Bes 
$e and Bill nave both passed away 

‘Mother did everyting well, We stl o> 
member the scalloped potatoes she made for 
{chureh suppers and the lemon pie par excel 
tent — ana the doughnuts 

‘Wie ll picked saskatoons and other wilt 
‘ral which was preserved for the ong wintors 
land added Yo that wore the died frutts. Dad 
Called the prunes "CPA. Strawboris.” When 
ttaneportation became easier, Mother cannes 
Crate afer crate of peaches, pears andaprico's 
tnd made delicious crabappie pickles. tour 
torlor days we remember ening sal-cured 
meat. canned best and pork and other foods 
‘hat helped fo feed aig family through tetong 
‘miior. When we. were smal Dad used to 
Dutcher his own pigs and that was an exciting 
ay, 

ul, the oldest boy, became nis dad's 
righthand’ mansnd there seomedtobeno ene 
to his ally to repair machinery. Even the 
hhuraes at our hoeptal sometimes calle on him 
toriemorodlicatonospital equipment He mar 
fied the! Andrews ang they hac one daughter, 
Muriel, but Ethel ded at tat tme so Mother 
took over raising the litle gir! ang Paul eame 
tack home fo lve. He died in 1961. Muro 
‘re into lovely gi and married Alvin Fr 
Iman. They had 3 sons and a daughter. 

‘Gladys helper mother athomeand ster 
rmartiog her cousin, Russel Garies, who Ra 
foturmed to Alberta on the acvi of his doctor 
because he showee signs of fubereuosi. Rus 
teil and Peul took aver Dad's shop tumeaitinto 
machinery outlet ane hardware. This store 
‘how belongs to Russa's son and their families. 
Fusseland Glecys|inedmany yearsto eather 
family grow up ane marry. 

useol's brother Ralph, returned to. Al 
berta with ha wife and herfamiy ofS etre 


























who tive in Bentley, Calgary and Edmonton 
Falph and his wife are both cocease. 

‘ary farmed the old Romestend. He mar 
sie Hazel Naan and they had fami oft 
Harry dled while sull a comparatively young 
rman Hagel remarried in time an lived, nt 
her death in Edmonton, Their oles! daughter 
Phyllis married an Engish aviator end when 
he ratreg, they came back to Bentley to make 
their nome and have just completed new No- 
mma. They have 4 chien 

George worked on oll wels. He marisd a 
ar from east of Lacombe ara they hada family 
5t4 and ator aps of wins and another dauh 
fee woreadedto the family. llthechilaren ve 
in Alberts 

‘Another child, Arthur, of tho original ary, 
ied whe stil baby 

‘uth was next i line and she became a 
teacher and maried Okey Lundberg in 628, He 
‘nas of Swedan ancestry and his parenis both 
ame trom Gothenburg, Sweden. They have 2 
children Davie, who works or Amoco Oils asa 
Gata computer andLeslay whomarnegClayton 
{otstand and they haved enicren. David mat 
Fieg 8 school chum and has 3 cildren 

tina eame next and married Eton Poling 
when she wae very young, elton was the son of 
Wir ang Mea John Poling. who camo to the ds- 
trict in 1907. Eton ana Mina ha 5 chile, 2 
boys and'9 alia. The oldest eon, George was 
the fst person to graduate in Metllrgy from 
{he U. ofA. end now has histullprotessorenip st 
the Uo BC He la martid and they have 5 
hier 

Harry, the second son, has 8 very good 
‘wth Tall Smetters and he ana his wi, Galo, 
have 4 eilren 

Loma is @ widow and Ives in Vancouver 

Shiny ves in Lacombe. She married Wal- 
ter Arnold they have 4 chien. They are 
[al grown now. Monica is married, Tim gong 
{ounvvorstyn Red Deer and theothor two irl 
Ursula anc Crystal, are attending high schoo! 
in Lacombe. 

‘Gerry s married and atthe presenttimeshe 
and her husband, Bil Brennan, lve n Verona 
laere Bll has lust recently Socied to try his 
hand ishing oraaimon, They have2chlaren 

Chara Garres was born at Bentley and 
‘completed his high senod! there st about the 
time the dit thiries arrived, so he never was 
tbe to obtain asteadyob,butived witn ether 
Inthe big house and dia what cad jabshecout. 

















He die atthe age of 2, while swimming inthe 
Bante Aver We thnk he may have Red’ Meat 
stack ae he never was very trong 

Roy, the lst bor, algo grew up and cam= 
pletechisscnooing at Bentley Hecrove ack 
for overal yours He had meta gil from Prince 
Fuper, Tile Engon, and she convinced hen 
that was where hs Ure ly, so hemovedthere 
diner thoy wore marti. For many yarshe 
‘ras sherman Bathe tied of he ong dave at 
{ea ana took up carpentoning, which e prac 
tised und his death of eancer in 1977 
ng membars ofthe George Garies fami 





GARRIES, HARRY EDWARD AND. 
HAZEL LOUISE 

ary Edward Garis, the sonof Mr. 8s, 
George Garros, was barn In Jay of 901, the 
frst baby barn inthe Rainy Crook District His 
Boyhood ang schooling were completed in the 
Bentley District. 

In Maren, 1924, ne was marred to Hazel 
Louise Nalson, of Kelsey, Saskatchewan inthe 
Unites Charen Manse, n Lacombe. Hazel wae 
the daughter of Mr & Wa, Hane Peter Neleon 
land was born In Bristol, South Dakota In Api 
1902: She was employed by the.iohn Reetamlly 
of Bentley when she met Marry. 
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‘They bogan marie ile on the Oborne 
farm, north of Bently. nara Pryls, Kennet 
££ Dorothy were born. Thar rend and neigh: 
bots inellded Jake and fda Whitworth and the 
Bert Oocrott family. Later they moved to the 
George Garres farm where June ane Cifars 
‘were born. They entered into the church ang 
Social life ofthe Rainy Crook dst. having for 
lose friends, Marius ena Ava Nelson, now of 
‘iva, Alta Me. & Mrs. Wyatt, Se lived actly 
‘cross the road from hem, and were wonder 
feighbore and friends when Harry died very 
Suddenly of heart failure whe doing his fart 
chores on the same farm where ne was born 
tity yoars before 

"Hazel and hor five chileren, the oldest 6 
years and the youngest four manths ai, moves 
Ite Bentley. The ehildren grew up and com 
plotedmastotmaireducation nthe Bentey and 
Flimbey area 

atel ater married Emile Martineau of en 
ot CalgaryandicnardatEdmonton Haze! and 
Emit lived in Rimbey an Viking, an later ro 
sided in Eémonton, where Emile passedaway in 
4961, Hazol died in 1970 while ving her son 
Kenneth In Vancowe 

PHYLLIS GARRIES was born and raged in 
Bentley, where she completed her eaication 

In 1947 ae startea working for the Royal 
Bankin Lacombe, where she was employed Ut 
thor marriage Yo Wali Wright of the AF 
Station, Penhold, n 1943, She was then trans 
ferred Yo the Rayal Bark in Red Deer. Io the 
following year Water was repatriated to Eng. 
land Phyl jinedhim n Engiandine flowing 
August. saling in convoy from Now York to 
‘erpoo! Inthe following month Walter was tent 
{o France 20 Phys decided to go back to work, 
‘She secured a positon withthe Camenttion 
Go Ltd in Bentlay, Doncaster Yorkshire, an 
worked hare uni ine end ofthe war, Working 
fortis large company was a fortunato eum 
stance as shewas really accepted and was able 
to make many friends, She became intesrated 
ime the Engich way of ile, which she enjoyed 
immensely. and today stl retains fondest mo 
mori of her Ife spent abroad 

During the warner brother, Kennet, spent 
4 eave with her and she also vstes Bill and 
Meda Paterson nee Wiancko) at Bis uncle's 
farmin Scotland 


‘After Walter was cemobbed, thay bought @ 


























Hoy Gare and daughter, Ps 





residence n Concaster, whore Hazel was bore 
in 1947 and Wendy in 1948, During ths petiog 
they were pleasanty surprised to be vated by 
Mir ats, BS, Camaron, of Lacombe, Albena 

Thay lve thvee years ln Ooncaster, then 
moved to Pudsey, Yorknive, where Diane was 
orm in 1951 

In 1958 they decided to emigrate back to 
Canada, an took up residence in Eamonton 
Water was employed by Northwest Industries 
for many years Betore starting his own business 
with tvee ater amployoos of NW Here Pal 
Was born in 1987 

Wien her mether came to tve with thom, 
and ine cilsrenwarein school, Pyliereturned 
to work, and was employed by various offices 
before sne ana Walter rotred in 1979 to Bont 

“Their caughter, Hazal, ans family now lve 
in Edmonton, Wengy le in New Zealand, Diane 
fn family sla Toranta, and Paul and his wile 

Kenneth ana his wite,Zelma, lve in Var 
cower mith their tree sons 

Dorothy die in 197, leaving one daughter 

June and family ved in Creelman, Sask 











chewan, where sho cled in 1978, leaving hor 
husband ane nine enlaren 
Cford and his wie, Edn, he in Eamon 


ton. They nave one son 


GARRIES. RALPH 
By Ralph (Red) Gavies 
\iiam Honey and Maude Garies, Father 
‘and Mother of Ralph George Garres and Rus- 
Sal Robert Brian Gari, frst came to Bentley 
istrict by seer rain fom Hastings, Nebraska 
fo Lacombe, and horse anid wagon to Bentey. 
whore they homesteaded the NW 6-0-1-W 
J houve was bul along with shelters ana fer- 
tes fr lvestock. The Stophensons were ther 
feighbora and they visited with ilo and Aun 
Maggie Slaughter. After a yoar or two the WH 
Garies family returned t0 Nebraska. Wiliam 
Garles took up the Lutheran Ministry ang the 
family earrieg'on litem south eastee Nebraska, 
Fussell returned to Bentley about 1915, Ralph 
marred Katie Erma Bonner from Nebraska 
fand from their mariage three children were 
fom" Hazel was born in 1914, Ralph in 1810 
In 4924 we moved to Lincoln, Nebraska 
vwinere we stayed unt the depression caused a 
Shortage of [obs and money, s0 out thoughts 
tured to other places and things. Russell an 
Paul Garris had the Imperial Oil Agency and 
International Harvester machine agency in Sr 
thy. 20 Russaoll made arrangements for our 
family to. immigrate to Caneda where Falh 
could look ater the Imperial Ol! Station. We 
board the rain at Omaha and heaced nomthto 
Winnipeg - Calgary - Lacombo, and arrived at 
Bntloy on July 31, 1880 
Inwas a great experience to be living nthe 
country an taking pat In the farming opera 
tions. seeing the grain being Cut sha stookod 
thvesned and hauled fo the elevator, whee Bil 
Pringle lookee ater the Alberta Pacific Gra 
Vineet Poo! agent Grain was cheap and the 
tlevatorcharged fee oloagthe graininiocars, 
So many farmers loadea their own ears. They 
Wwelghed atthe Atlas Lumber Yard scale andi 
Space wasnt avaliable at the ioading platform 
the ears ware spotted all along tho siging ang 
th grain was shoveled up int the car trom the 
wagon of ck, whichever was boing Used 10 
haul the grain, caving ie fow cents the wlevators 
Charged. Many farmers bought foes cattle to 
finish, hoping tr a better return on helt gee 
However, about al that was gained was at of 
hard work, Steors wore $1600 to §2000 each, 
Hoge werent much of a money making de 
tithes, at $1.20 per ewt or abou! $3.00 par hog. 


























‘The Government would pay $10.00 ge¢ onto 
‘farmer ithe would take an unemployed man in 
thewinter and gve hima job, andteeg hi, The 
farmer would gt $8.09 and he hired man $5.00. 
UUrualy the hired man had a good placeto stay 
and plonty to eat and the farmer hed help do 
ing enores and getting up the winters wood 
fuppiy. I most cases this worked quite well 
but'in few instances the farmer tid to take 
‘advantage ofthe cheap labour and in that 2 
Se. of course, the hired hand looKed or 
main source of power but many farmers were 
Using tractors to plow and pull cultivator. In 
tring in unreines pas from the Turner Valley 
fields wae quite & bi choaper but would 
Emeled like tho skunks had fel go. 

September saw us in schoo. It was in the 
cottage school where Kath Freeman's house 
now stands laobel MeLagen was Ins feache. 
“The largo grades were inthe two roomed brick 
choo! whieh fs now used asthe Elks Legion 
Building In tre sartraom worethe lower races 
where Lisa Lundberg taught Ralph was in 
Grade $ anc Hazel in 10 whore Mrs. Pomphray 
taught the higher grades. The winter of 1950-3 
twee quite mid but we oid manage to ski and 
‘ate which we had not been able to do in Ne= 
braska, We enjoyeo our now home and country 
sand managed to Koop busy. 

In 1940 Hazel married Hazelwood who 
had come toBontey Irom New Brigden country 
Herb svorked for Dave Schumaker whe ha the 
Fed Head Petroleum Producis agency. andalso 
fan @ trucking business. Inthe fall Hero would 
aul grai al day ana shavelitintothetruckand 
but ofthe truck inta the box ear. The sing at 
Bentley nada raloed loading platform to bring 
the grata up fo the box er Hoot level, so fy 
‘were loading grin you sian have to it ito 
the ear Usually, however the platform was oo 
‘ule go the trucker had to it the grain about 
{aur feet high to get tint the ea. Aer hauling 
‘rain ll day Horo would olen take the tuck 
Calgary to get load of gas. The gas wasn 45 
‘gallon orume which required lott ugeling 
Toad anc unioae. In the winter Bentley Nad a 
pretty good hockey team and Herb payed goal 
lan open air, high board fence arena which hac 
{a be showlled off after every snow end Blot 
‘The cating rink ang sealing Vink were located 
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at the rear of he Garris hardware storo and 
rovisea many nours of entertainment during 

In the eary days Percy and Frank Thorp 
supalied slectncty forte ight of Benty rom 
their garage on the corner inthe bulging now 
ecupied by Bentley Agencies. The power was 
Started up fom dusk to midnight each might 
omeuat lange for special oecsions. Mon 
Say was wash day and Tuesday wasironing day 
fn which days the plant wae operated in the 
‘momninga unt naan. In 18 Calgary power ex 
fended thelr Iie from Syvan Lake to Bantiay 
find Rimbey and thus the eraatthe Tharp Power 
(orp. came to an end 

Hazel end Herb moved to Tumer Valley 
where Herb worked as 4 mechanic for Char 
Shepard at Shopard Motors. Three chilaron 
were born to tem: Jahn, Dianna, ana Alonzo. 
‘ter the ma the Hazelwood moved to Edmon- 
fon where. Hero worked at Eamonton Auto 
Parts John maeried Mary James rom Eamon- 
ton and they ag two chidren Disnne matied 
Edmonton and have theee gis end one boy. 
plus one grandchild. Lon maried @ purse 
Sandy Coburn. They ive in Mil Woods. Sandy 
urges at University Hospital end Lonisaneloc- 
tricia apprentis 
young and his heart was weakened, Because of 
Ihe died In 1967, and is bured in Edmonton 
Hazel lve in Edmonton in. Senior Citizens 
‘Apartments and enjoys good heath 

then the war broke outin 1999 Miia Units 
wore formed at many places, and"S" Company 
of the 17th Flslg Ambulance Unit located t 
Cacombe Dr W.A. Henry, Bontey's doctor was 
{he Oticee Commanding nd many loeal young 
‘mon joined the medical unt with parades once 
a week, with two weeks camping in the fll 
Sarcee Camp, west of Calgary Among those 
Joining iis unt were Ralpn and i, Lee Hutton, 
Gary Pringle, and Bob Evernden. Training at 
laed. and then the decision whether to go active 
with the meds of join another unit One Sunday 
In December the Japs bombed Pearl Harbor. 50 
Monday morning "Ralph and Ralph Thorp 
(Dude) went fo Calgnry and joined tne RCAF 
Ralph Garias went Manning Pool in Toronto 
for ronste to trade school. Ralph Thorp 10 
‘Gut West the cold cidnt seem to bother too 
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‘ae: not t09 cold by the thermometer. but the 
humidity sent ne cold right through you. We 
‘lacardea the shorts we ware inthe West forthe 
tho place woo! underwear the ai force esued 
find ware darn glas ta have t lfer a couple of 
‘months at basi raining in TorontoattheG NE 
(rounds, ed (Ralph) was transtrred to Tec 
Deal Training Soho st st. Thomas, toa course 
tm AlrcrattElectricty. After completion of tis 
Course Red wae ported to No 2S F.T'S. Cal- 
a raning shoo or te Brith Common 
Calgary another ‘posting to. 188_Transport 
winere paratioopers trom Camp Shi, Manit 
(ba, wore taken to Rivers by tuck, flown back 
Over Rivers anddroppedout Redspentalmasta 
Year at Rivers and was thon posted back t0 
Esmonton 











‘The unit at Edmonton tow supplies and 
figntnta Whitehoree each way every day, plus 
Arete ane North West Tertores. Ht had also 
joined the RICA Fas a plot under the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan. He com 
pleted his elementary traning butweshed out n 
Service Fiying School. Sohe fe- mustered 10 Ait 
Bomber, which was completed at Paulsen, Ma 
ritoba, andi gradusted asa Plot Ofer and 
‘eae posted to 127 Squacren in Englana. From 
there 8 tour of Opts was completed and ir was 
Feturned to Canads ang dacnarged. Sofore the 
Wari had worked atthe Blinn Valley Co 
‘2p, alivestock buying organization. Glen Wright 
was the manager. s0 aftr his discharge, I 
helped Glen with he oles work uni an open 
ing developed in Calgary at Alberta Livestock 
Co-op, I moved to Calgary to work and was 
be fo say wth Mr and Mrs. ohn Damon, 
Corothy Hopking parents. He maried Dorothy 
Robertson in 1948 and they moved 10 Sunnysi= 
fe, by tho Lovise Bridge. They Mad thee chi 
‘ren. Bran was killed in a car accident near 
Camrose in 1969, Debbiels name and rents, 
tes, Atlor the ALG. folded, I Dorothy, anda 
Robertson Dorothy's brother) operate Robbie's 
Festavrant at Market Maltin Wast Calgary 
Red was discharges in 1995 and with the 
extension of lectrcty into rural areas, Dick 





























Moore and Red strtes Valley Electric in 1947 
farm burdon was slighty eases, as water was 
how pumped with elactre power and mikers 
were used more reed tomilk cows Refrigera- 
{ore solved the problem of keeping foods frm 
polling, and ite was ust litle bt pleasanter 

In 1850 Red and Doris Holmes were mar 
ried Lele Ann was ther frst ema. Shoo 
Imaried to Ken Haarstad and ha a caught 
Nichelle. Lesa works for a logal frm in led 
Door 

aeher rom Calgary. They bought the original 

Major McPherson” homestead’ from. Marie 
Johnston, where they now lve. They have a 
‘eugnter, Garbara, and a son, Scott 

Bob isa member of Valley Electric and ives 
ln Bently. He and Verna Hendrickson) nave a 
‘daughter, Charmaine, They ve inthe old Whi 
town, where Grandma ane Grandpa Ree ives, 
fnd which later became the Ralph Garries 

‘Both Bll and lob are members ofthe Ber 
tiey Voluntoer Fire Department 

Patric gracusted as an RN. in 1980. She 
lis Edmonton ang works aftheUniverstyof 
Alberta Hospital 

Katie dc in 1968 and Rh Sr. in 1975 





‘Stns Lio fa eh Doris Herb Haceluond 





CGARAIES, RUSSELL 8. 

By Glacys Garris 

Fussell Garis came to Bentley trom Ne- 
brash in 1913 Heworkeaforhisuncte, George, 
ut bought into the business few years later 
Wali Store Since Paul and Russell passed 
way the store nas been operated by Russo's 
fone, Gordon and Don ae 9 Link Hardware 
Since Don's retirement the store @ operated 
Home Harare 

In 4818 he married a cousin, Gladys Gar 
ties, ang they had a family of2 boys and gt 
Ties af Dela, Russel also ass daughter by 8 
previous marrage, ving In Chicago, Iino 

He was very active in sports and managed 
the baseball tatm for years He oveatocurl ang 
was one ofthe ones to promote the first curling 
Tink, Also he was one of tho fst o start the sk 
hil project wost of Bentley 

Fussell was on the Vilage Councilforyear® 
and was Mayor ofthe Village for twenty year 
‘Kewell e was onthe Oxford senoo! boaraor a 

He loved Bentley and dlatrict and was at 
ways ready to help promote any and all ood 
things by ging ot hs time and tnances to start 
@ good cause and to help newghbors inte of 
lives in Bentley 














GELIN, CARL FAMILY 
By Effie Watts 

(Car Geli, his wie, Anna, and daughter, 
Ei, came fo Canada onthe Immigrant Train 
from Worcester Mass, in 1912. and arrived i 
Uscambe, 

They nomesteaded the N.E of 16-41-25, 
living in tnt the first threemonthe until thelog 
‘house wa finished. Inorestingly enough, i 
Sil standing 

Mr Gelin was a licensed electrician and 
farming was new io him but both be ana wife 
worked digest, Anna elping with al ypes of 
Dutsise work, walking plow, binder, fencing 

tte began her schooling sn the Calkins 
Valley senoot snd learned Engin ther. Mr & 
Mis, Glin were from Sweden onginaly. Ete 

















tes of an amusing ineldent at school. Every 
moming they had ®-7- and Miss Lockhart (the 
tion” To Etie“attention” was the oddest word 
‘epeated "attention" "attention" ~ "attention 

hum" ang asking her mother the meaning 0 
‘his, Mrs. Goin, porpioxeg,statod “it must bean 
Indian word" The fret year Effie walked to 
‘choo! but terre a cayuse which bucked 
‘ff daiy, 0 she learned to ride the hard wy, 
ator m her teens she rodein the races a Lock 
hart and Rimbey eelebvations and asthe nonor 
(of being the fet gi student to graduate rom 
Gaikins Valley Sehoo! and go on fo high schoo! 
Bank of Montreal unt her marriage to. (Jo) 
Byron Burehnal, a ial farmer of the Potter 
Crook district, 

Mr. & Mrs, Gelin stendes the United 
CChuren at Lockhart and i later years, the Pen 
‘ecostl church In Bentley. They were activin 
local aftas and Mrs. Goin was noted for her 
‘900d ooking and marvellous fancy work 








178 


“They made ¢ success of farming and retired 
to Calgary in 1949. They resided thro until Mr 
Geii's death at te age of 72 years. Mrs. Goin 
Stayed on for 3 years and then mavedtaBentoy 
‘and later to Rimbey, to lve with her daughter 
the last 10 years of her Is, She cied al the age 

iia and hee husband moved from their 
farm at Potter Crosk to Rimboy in 1947. They 
hed ehildran, Wor, the eldest, ea staiticsan 
for imperial il, ving In Calgary. Caroll mar 
Flee Tony Kr, farming 3 miles wast of Rmbey 
fand Dale, the youngest, ves west af imbey 

‘Joe Burehnal leg in 1885 end some years 
later Ee married Robert Wats of imbey and 
he passed away in 1972. Effie til hves In 








GEORGE, ANNABELLE (NEE NOBLE) 
‘By Annabelle George 

| was born in Windsor Mila, Quebec; came 
toalgary with my family in 1908. My father was 
' pioneer contractor of Calgary, and later @ 
fancner south of Calgary. 

TarivedinRimbey. February. 1919, totesch 
tne high school room, All sehoals had been 
osedunti naw forth 1978 fu. ter two anda 
half years in Rimbey anc two years teaching in 
Gleichen,Imarrad Ted andreturnedtoRimey, 
‘wnare the frst years of our married lie were 
Spent 

Eémund, (Ted, J), a chartres accountant 
in Egmonton, ana Petia Yates, teacher in 
Eamonton, ware. bom in Rimbey and started 
schoo there. Thee grandchildren: Pamela La 
faster, Elaabeth, and Scott Georga, lve in 

“The last 36 years of our 58 years of married 
lite wore spent In Bentoy, actively in business 
and teaching 

‘The historical highlight of our years in Rr 
bey was the completion of the ralvoad tram 
Bentey 1o Rimbey in 1819. The day wes coe 
brated by many ofthe mea ctzens having tog 
‘ut to finish the laying ofthe tracks. The crow 
had started ther celebrations a day too ear, 
Teaving te wack uncompleted. Butears sti ha 
to meet the Edmonton “notables” and bring 
them te final lap forthe Banquet and caleba 
Hons that night. 

My frst night over spon 








ster the Easter nolisays in 1820 which | ad 





pent in Calgary. Ina splurged'on a new Hight 
beige wool suit, ang Belge Rit lacod boots wh 
Cloth tops, | tack the “Peanut” In Lacombe Tor 
Fimboy. The tran stopped in Bentley. The crew 
lotto rtrash themselves at the boer parlour 
After an intrminabi wat, (a he oy ly) 
train was not going on unl morning. He cok 
mete the Bish restaurant where had supper. 
pent the night in the Alex Keer Rome. was 
tales for early next momming #0 continue my 
fourey to Rimbey-In the meantime a toric 
Storm Nad blocked netracks Around the rosa 
to plough aut the snow and couldnt got back. 
We walkae three-quarters ofamile tough wet 
slosh nearly to tne wrist to eatch up tthe or 
fine. (wasted up (in my new wetsuit sion 
{op of the coal bin. to continue the rp to R= 
bey, Ted, Inthe Wucking Business at the time, 
‘mot the train with big at bottomed sigh with 
Benen seats down the sides. 


GEORGE, EDMUND MYTTON, (TED) 
By Annaboila George 
Edmund Myton, (Ted) George was born in 
Pershare, Worchester, England in 1891 wae 
Uiated at Stratford - on” Avon, Worehester 
He emigrated to Canada with 2 cousin 
John Myton, of Lacombe, i9 Api, 2812. They 
‘wore booked forthe Titanic, but as John didnt 
{et out of quarantine for meacles in tm, he 
‘ame over on the Empross of eland, but were 
‘nth water the same time es the Titan, They 











landed in Lacombe, where John had taken Up 
land the year before 

‘Mer working several months around La 
Pome wth the Phil Backer famiy. Me took up 

“Tie period af his fe was one of the high 
lights of heater memories. Alter roving up his 
homestead fhe sold out and moved on to the 
Unites States where ne wandered for several 
Yyoars working with survey crews forthe rairoad 

Returning fo Rimbey, he had a trucking 
business. 2 machine agency. and finally the 
Ford Garage, which he 010 1894, In 1995 he 
joined General Motors in Lacombe, on eles ane 
tcallectons, In 940 he moved fo Bentley butala 
fot stat "E. George — Real Estate and Insu 
ance Co,” until 1946, due to the war years, 
‘which Ie spent with Ameriean Engineers in 
Edmonton 

Ve reir fom business in 1962. Always a 
lover of outdoor ite. he apant his tirent in 
butdoor settee, hunting and fishing, Ho 
passed away in November 1979, after & long 





GEORGY, JOSEPH 
By Joseph Georgy, 

Joseph Georgy emigtated rom Hungary in 
12nd, working in coal mites in Peansyvaria, 
Montana and Wyoming. Then In 1901 he came 
to Canada fo workin the minesinthe Crowsnest 
Pass. In 1902 he worked inthe mine in Frank 
alberta ante that place ona month baforotne 
big side that wipee out tha town of Frank. He 
then moved to Hosmer, B.C. and in 1904 he 
Foturned to Hungary ane married Ete Tamas, 
bd returned to workin the mines 

Mee Ethel Georay emigrated from Hungary 
in 1906 anther sor Leslie, was borin 1970.19 
1812 he family moved to Canmore, were they 
twas orn in 1815 and inthe same year the amy 
‘moved to Nordega,Ining thro for 7 year. 

in March of 1922 the Georgy family moved 
to the Lackhart community and sattieg on land 
omesteaded by Carl and John Peter. Mr 
Georgy purchaseethe adjoining quarter section 
In 1028 and the family resided there unt 1955, 

re, Ethel Georgy passed away in 1957 
ator a lengihy lines and in 943 Leslie joined 





the Federal Air Trae Control and remained 
‘th term oni hi oath in 1972 in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, 

‘Son, Joseph, remained onthe farm with his 
fatner unt 1985, when the fam was oidandhe 
then moved to Red Deering there unt 1958, 
land then moving to Edmonton 

Mr. Georay, St. passed away in 1062 atthe 
2g of 88. 

Joseph, Jt anc hist (Loretta Vetsch) are 
Iving in ratirement in Edmanton 

Soseph had nine children and Leslie ha 


GET-TOGETHER CLUS 
By Gertie Suagett 

fist meetings and origin of the Get-Togetner 

‘ut ml try to tol as closely as can my remem 

branes ofthe el ana ite members, 

“The exact date ofthe fst meting ls nat 
remembered by any ofthe charter members i= 
Ing around the dist to-day, but an neat a5 | 

The preceding incident before the forming 
Maud Sugget to attend amesting ofthe Search 
ight Club, tobeneldatthehomec Mrs. George 
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(Kato) Farce, who lived south of Bent 
Llsona Suggettwas home atthetimososheand! 
Wwore invited too, although | wae not married 
then. A sorumptious banquet was served by 
the hostess ata noon moa! an then nth 
teroan the ladies held their meeting. That 
‘lb sail going torday, ust a8 stvong ase 
fr. and theyll ave their lnners at noon 

Mes. Suggett enjoyed that mecting very 
much 80 decided tory to ge all nar neighbors 
ft the Outlet dstict ogatner to organizasuch a 
fu if at all possible She was never a club 
lake over once they got together 








‘Adiay wes set and all near ana farneighbors 
{hideen were invited too, People in those days 
Slant avel as they do now, and so gathering 
Of this kind was ikea big iene. Mrs. Suggett 
Prepared a ountfl dinner, with Leona and | 
Felping in anyway we cous. Tan’ remember 
hove in the distet who would be very likely 
The clases neighbors, ofcourse, were Bon 
land Lona Hicks, with Olver in tow. Next up the 
roadtothenorth were jake anaida ana Loraine 
initworth, In late yeas, Derhels was adsed 
to that family. A short distance north was Me 
and Mes. Challe Moore and fami and acrose 
trom them were Mr ands. Bert aGroft Myr 
tle Blanche and Wills. Past tne crossroads and 
the Outlet school were Henry and Sophie Gas 
Hleman. Thay has no family a that tine, butter 
received Dan ang Dore. Across the Toad Wom 
them lived Wr ang Mrs W, Sweetman, Kenneth 
tnd Alon. Stil forer north on the same road 
wore Fred and Bonnie Read ana amily anarext 
to them on the north woee Fred's parents, Mi 
Bnd Wars Smith Rea, Almost across the road 
from them were Ray and Maud Slaughter and 
daughter June |wonderifMasa was atthe ist 
roeting as, in those days she was every busy 
person | uted tohest Cecsay Maud coulda 
part & pump engine and put ® back together 
pain, better than most men - an trom Gea 
that was quite a compliment. Noh again, 
aeross the roae, were Mr. and Mrs, Ward. Mr 
Ward was brother of ts. Sweetman, Down By 
the lakeshore were Ray andPhasoe Gideon and 
baby Chester. Turning west a short distance 





























were Ras and Lily Henkins and a small fry 
They were ala hat fret gathering, 





“Turning back and going one mile west of 
the Outlet schoo! and a shart distance north 
were Chuck and Ada Hankins, and on north 
gain on the opposite side of the toed were 
Gene end Florence Skeo's snd thet feily of 
boys and gir, now, of course al grown and 
‘married with families of hoi own. Back aga to 
the Outlet schoo! and east tothe lake were Mr 
fand Mrs. §. Nicholson and Hal and Nita, both 
‘quite grown up at that time. Some cistance to 
the south of them wore Mr and rs Mert Cha 
Tand and two daughters. Then back around the 
block wore Mr and Mrs Jens Lareen and ory, 
bute Larsen waa very uy rassinghes amy 
fad rathee a shy person, so tis doubtful they 
lttended that fist meeting, Some me later 
‘Save her especial mation 1 come to one of 
‘Sur meetings and she eoomed to enjoy but 
fever joined. South on the main oad wero Mr & 
Mire. Jack Rae and four daughters ane lator 2 
fon, John. | know the ass always enjoyed out 
Club meetings. Across the river wore MF. and 
firs sim Seaular and twe enllren, who probe 
bay came the farthest of al 

Mrs, Jacob Baumbach was anther busy 
family woman and helped any way she could 
both inside and out, 20 she edn’ attend our 
moctings. Last, but definitely not feast. were 
Phi and Maggie Slaughter She preferred that 
Sreryone cal her Aunt Maggie. Ther family, 
Ray and Binal, wore already married. OF the 
Sugget family, Cell was attending O SA, and 








‘Sonow you see whatagooaly turnout hore 
was a tha fat club mecting thymine years 
'go, andthey dian't comeby car, we would in 
{hase moder days, Very fow had cars the 
buggies democrats, and wagons wee driven by 
Feal horsepower. Some even came by horse 
Back and, of coursa, inthe winter the sleighs 
wath their jingling sleigh bois always an 
ouneed anather neighbor pulling in to te 
Yard. Far the summertime my da has 8 fa 
{wo'seated surey with Top and tringe and al 
Dat aways went along in those days, 10, as 
Mum coun, oF would ust the high top> 
ping Horses he always enjoyed crwing 

‘Mum composed the Creed for the club, 
“we may not be al that we ough to be, 
Nor do the many things we ought to 0 








Who the st president and secretary were 
in those days, ean only guess, bu wouldnt be 
too far wrong sald Mrs. Slaughter was pres 
ent and Ida Weitworth or Bonnie Resd was 
secretary, During the years, most of us had off 
es of one Kindo another, andi was justasitis 
{ocay_ always ite coaxing and persusding 
but in the end wo always had a good slate of 
tiers 

name for our club. No one sould think of any 
Daficlar thing they warted to do except get 
{ogsther and enjoy avis about once s marth 
fo out of that cama the name - Gel-Tagothor 
Cub. at that time | thought I rathor an odd 
ame but over the years proved a mast st- 
ble name, indeed. 

Faxm men ana woman realy eyed oye 
Scouse, you wero tw hostess and tore a: 
ways saemod fo be plenty of Pep. A ruling was 
tmate.on the cinnors so thet would nat gt out 
ft and one moat, a vegetable, potatoes, and 
Sravy, one salad and pickiest desired, were 
{o be provided by te ostest, and all mam 
fers brought a dessert As look back at all 

very kind, | shudder to think what would 
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those banquets It seemed, in those days. the 
ny ones who knew anything” about cits 
o the ich people with the gout 

‘The men would gather attr dinner in one 
room and play cards oF just visit, tho chiles 
Playing outeice fatal possible andthe women 
fathering for thelr mecting after the cshes were 
Fora collection, ten canta was dropped in 
ish by each membar and ths money was used 
they seemed plentiful enovgh cater, Cecland 

lid Ist our side down with our fay 
For years the elu erred on in much he sare 
tiay some members leaving na ators taking 
(Gt the olf charter mambere, Florence 
ram and | ee stil attending 























‘Going back to our club during the war yo 
ars, twas decided to cance! our noon dinners 
find [ust have afternoon tea with sandwiches 
and cake Jello and what not were bound to 

‘Much money was donated in tho 
various organizations and our owt 
course, were always looked ater. O 
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ney was raised to 25¢ per member, a all costs 

he club disbanded fora short time but ou 
pelgnberliness was missed. 50 it Was ro 
‘name - The Friendship Club. 








Changes will continue to take place asta 
elite, but sincere hope for many. mary years 
Yet, the Get-Together Club, ait was enamed, 





UPOATE- 1981 





nesday afternoon, oF evening, of each month 
raising club but funds ara usod to hop the sick 
organizations 

Each year we salute senior citizens with en 
tertainment and etreshmente folowing the 
Bentley Town and Country air Parade. This = 
‘ence Skeets, Maud Ingram, Annie Lindsay Ger 














se Suge, uth Sweetman, Sophie Castleman 


GIBSON, JIM 
By Harty 8. Hansen 

Jim Gibson came tothe Gull Lake aistet 
about 1916, and bought a strip of lang on Gul 
Lake, known a8 Brighton Beach. He bull an 
Uprignt log house with te rooms Sownsias, 
and two upstairs, Alfred Garant was the aren 

sim Gibson was a promoter and business 
man, He kept s private secretary, Miss Nut 
find aswyer by thename ot owet, who setted 
Tater in Wetaskiwin. Mr. Hewett may hava had 
‘some interest in Jim's various enterprises, such 
f= prometing the ralrosd to Bentey, m com 
struction and financing. 





“imalzohadan intrestin umber, anda 
four wast of Leedale. He has hopes of building 
the electric ralway around the shores of Gul 
Lak, to his property at Brighton Beach. In this 
he cis not sucesed. The rac took another sur 
‘ey and the diese lactrc train nots ong. 

him organized and helped finance what was 
nolan a8 the Meridian Tea Mouse, where local 
People could have parties and dances: also 


serv lunch to tourist, ee. This wasthecriginal 
Duliing of what is krown as the Three Hils 
Biolo Camp. 

Mr and Mr. Gibson had a amily of ee or 
four They cleaned up ther business here about 
1824 and moved to Edmonton. One of thet 
sone, Stopien Gibson, calles st ou" place last 
Summer. and fooked ‘over the old stamping 
{rounss, and 10k a picture of the log Rouse 
Sim Gioson fo stil ave and im nis 90, 


GIBSON FAMILY 
By Pegay Woody 

rand Mrs. RM. (Bob) Glan ans fami 
‘moved to Bony dase rom Mountain Grow 
frea nea: Lacombe in Apri 936, They eetled 
fn the quarter section purchased fom Elmer 
miles south of Bente. 

Bob Giteon was involved inarious gover 
mant abs including Vietory Bond Drives ding 
the war. enumerating and returning ofee for 
many elections as wollas censustaking Inada 
tion to al of these actives, ne Kept a herd of 
doreey cows ancshippedmiktoGoatal Alberts 
Dairy Pool, of wnicn he was one of the Test 

“The younger members ofthe family, Jim 
Kathleen ang lan attendee Gull Lake schol, 
‘aril te older membors finished high shootin 
Bentley (Oxford) school, 

‘Max, Stuart and Jim were al inthe Cana 
dian Air Force tough WorldWar2and Jin was 
fost overseas In 1048 

‘The family now seatored throughout A= 
betta Max now resiges at Crooked Cresk in his 
retirement. Batty Ives in Calgary. Kae in Red 
Door and Stuart passed aseay in 1975, 

lan and Peggy lve on the home term and 
Peggy works Inthe Bentley Hospital 

Mother ded n 1959 and Dad In 1964 

Weal enjoyed our home and familie and 
friends inthe Bortoy dist. 








GIDEON, CHESTER & FAMILY 
‘By Nan Gideon 


Chester (oct) Allen Gideon was born Oc- 
tober 3, 1824, the only ehildot Rayand Phoobs 
Gideon. Photds record him farming to walk by 
pulling on thereins of “Charlie” andshow him 
Sleeping between this horses front fat, while 
hho wae grazing inthe yard. Much of his chile 
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hood was spent with his dog and hows, soatan 
fanly age he was nicknamed “Hoo, after the 
popular Hoot Gibson, arode0 rider and western 

Rather a shy child, he could be found at 
home breaking horses to re or crve rather 
than accompanying hisparerts.twason sucha 
day. at 10 years of age, tat he sold hie fst 
Yearing Polled Hereford Bul for $5000 He at 
fended the Outlet Seroo! until the age of 15 
Years, wen he was putin charge ofa threshing 
machine and crew, Always ahead of Pis yeas, 
he drove horses doing field work, before school 
fge, and drove a tractor when too smalto getup 
‘on itby Fimeelt With the many hired hangs on 
Fisparentstarmhetetped clear and areak many 
‘acres of virgin land in readiness for Tarming. 
‘Sharing ti same fondness as hisfathor fr cat- 

‘nd horses, he 1ook great pride in the 
tmatenec teams of noses ne broke. "Hoot" A593 
{eenager, travelled with their talon “Monty 
‘during breeding seneon 

He played hockey and sotbal inthe For- 
shes ana Bente are, 

During tn threshing season Hoot ang Ray 
Park could often be soe, and heard, hauling 
‘fain. They wore noted for ther speed, Both on 
{he road and manning the scoop shovel, espe 
aly when hauling grain nome trom the nah 

‘mast ely in the winter, regardless of the 
temperatire, Hoot would head to the north ens 
ff Gull Lak for hay which had been stacked 
there for winter feed for cattle and horses. Many 
‘load upset and on afew occasions horses and 
Sielghs went through the ice. No ves were ost 
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(On March 7, 1945 in Lacombe, he married 
Nan Lindsay of the Symonds Schoo! distr, 
De mile west and ive and one hall miles south 
orrimbey 

‘Born on July 15, 1926, to Dave and Annie 
Lindsay waa the fret aby born in the Baroy 
Hospital, tne ols Garresnousa),onmainsteet 
twin Or, Haney aaeiting. Taking nine years of 
Ssdueation et Symonds School, some of the 
teachers | remember are Mr. Gaeta, Mrs. Letray, 
Mis Nea, and Ralph Bally. 





In 1944 | started work a8 an ogg grader at 
the Rimbey Creamery. owned by Okey Lund 
berg. Ruby Sprecher taught me the at of can 
ling and grading eggs, which was very 
interesting. | gradually worked up toofficehelp 
So became sequaintad with many Rimbey and 
free residents, aa Wa cashed egg and cream 
‘cheques, and sold eogs and butter. Produce 
ame from all ctviete surrounding Rimbey. 
‘Trucks brought in lads ram the Leodale are, 
{nd many egge ware unrecognizable ater the 
miles of travel on rough raads People wonderea 
tihy they got & poor grade, We, on stat, of 
‘Course, got the blame! Albert Odenbach was & 
‘congenial eam tester and butter maker. (twas 
Selous, Okey wae a great and patent boss. It 
wees 0 rewarding fo this couriey ai when he 
Would sand me tothe bank for the money 
hed for casing the cheques. 

During my stay in imbey 1 share iving 
‘quarters al the Sen Gunn residence wih Shiley 








MacDonald and iter with Pat Hopper, a schoo 
{tiene hrs. Gunn would often surprise us with 
fer deisous baking, ae cid our moms each 
‘weekend on our return to town. 

Sowell | remember the Blindman River 
flooding that sping to the west, south, and 
South-west over the highway One night when 
oot" was returing ome he found: all the 
roads flooded #0 resorted to grving home on 
the raitvay tracks Tm not suee hs folks ever 
believed him 

‘after we wo 





the "Lake Place.” wnere his family had ved 
ince about 1825, Shirey Ann, ourfistaughter 
twas born July 22, 7948, n the Bortoy Hospital 
with Dr Henry delivering, as head done at my 
ith 

in 1947 wo purchased the NE. 16-41-1 
5th from ea Gideon. This was he orignal ho 
‘ostond of Jim Sharrock andthe former home 
Df Hank ana Helen Hankins; alse Wiloang Joys 
Hankins, The origina! "granary" househad been 
Duitonte, and with the cigging ofa basoment 
land another action, we had stuccood. 

Sandra as was born May 19,1950, he year 
we gotthe power How ich fet withan lene 
hot plat end ron, Soon a refrigerator seemed 
more ofa nacessy than a luxury 

‘On July 10, 1052, Boveriy Jay arved, as 
isthe cold wate tha was piped into our house 
woh what a joy! This was more appreciated 
‘han the fl plumbing system afew years later. 

‘During these year hired hands were many 
as Hoot and his dad continued to clear lana 
lahioh now included the Medaster quarter, the 
Se. 2ot-1 W. sth, nich wae practically all 

Tt was during these years that a young Pol 
Ish immigrant couple, Waltr and Maria Chaba 
Tied with us. Ther wartime stores made Us 
fppreciate our Canadian freedom, 

‘Stil with Keen cata ntrest RF 2nc.C-A, 
Gideon founded the Lomoor Polles Hereford 
here in 1955, with se0d stock purchased from 
Walter Taylor and Son, Broadview, Sask Catto 
vom this nerd can be found across Canada, 
USA, England. Argentina, Japan and Russa. 
2 Lomoar” oul much in demand in England 
nd Scotland, ring eae, ana his soron i in 
popular demand in Australia asvried by Aus 
trallan visitors, Hoot was Presidant of the Ai 
berta Polled Hereford Club; President of the 
rural Outlet Mutual Telephone Company frye 
fr also President for one year of he Quarter 





Century Hereford Civ. He was President ofthe 
Bentley Comelory Board and a member ofthe 
Belay Elke Lodge at he time of his passing in 
August, 1977 

stil reside onthe farm and amammomber of 
the Outlet Get Together Club, and several other 
community organizations 

‘Sirey marries Martin Ogivie, They tie in 
Eamonton with ther wo daughter, Chor! Rae 
fand Keer Loe 

Senay is married to Gordon Grown, and 
wth thir son, allen, ane daughter Tracy Oaw, 

every marfied.Rodeey Spycher, and 
with their daughter, Tars Lye, we in Calgary. 


GIDEON, RAY FREDERICK FAMILY 
By Nan Gideon 

Ray Gideon was born March 3, 1900, sn 
Lula May Elsworth, 

‘Otha A, Gideon was bom in lowa lo 1869 
and Lula May Elsworth wee born In Aurora, 
Nebraska in 1075, Otha Gideon operates a 
livery series between Rimbey snd Lacombe. 
Fay Gideon also drove this delvery, and before 
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hia marriage, delivered mail trom Bentley to 
imbay. 

Coming to Canada a¢ 4 baby, e setieg 
with hie parents ona farm between Forsnes ana 
Fimboy, now owned by Ray Bitsch. The family 
consisted of Ralph, Cyse, Ray, Jesse, Ethel and 
Ciarence 
$oung lad he worked on the original Bentley 
Rimbey alta. He told many tales of eiving 
mules which very seldom obeyed commands, 
fapecially from an nexperiencedcrver Always 
lover of horses, he waa well known for his 
Stylah crving heres, one being the notable 
Charla 

This youth he played bal with tho Ingram 
and Freeman brothers of Forsiee ~ Bentley 

In 1922 ne marved Phoebe May Whitworth 
lang they resided a sort time on tne former Joe 
Digale farm: now owned by Alan Kozak. This 
‘was before maving tthe Alle Shc farm on 
the west snore of Gul Lake,now occuniedby W. 
‘A. Carrol. Their only son, Chester Allon, Was 
bom onthe Digg farm. in 1945 they moved 
miles south, purchasing a farm trom Fred and 
Bonnie Read, which had been the home of Hank 
‘ang Helen Hankin for many years 

Over the years Ray bought and cleared, 
broke and sola many farms nthe area With the 
help of many hired hands, cows were milked 
Noraes raised, broke snd sole; Hereford cattle 
Imported ane exported: noga were raised'on @ 
large scala. Tha first Hereford hogs were Im 
ported from the USA, Thee, ike Heretordcat 
fe, were red and whiten color Each alcalves 
ram many ouriving estes in all rections 
‘wore urenased for tei feed lt and, han 
‘hed, were trucked to the Eamanton 
Stockyards, 

For many yoers they opersted a threshing 
machine, and tveshed neighbors xaos in re 
{ur for harvest help. Yeas later wen these 
nelghtore tures to combining tel ops, the 
Gigeons rire hep for theienovse drawn bundle 
racks and threshed by themaeves. 

Fowl, Guinea Pigs, Rabbits, and Pintohorsesby 

Phoebe was well known as fentastc cook 
and any spare time would find har crocheting 























fay Gen nd “Char P 





beautiful items. She was a etme member of 
the Outlet Get Together Club, unl her passing 
in December. 1989, Phoebe was the daughter ot 
Share and Cora Savannagh Whitworth, an 
Took ner education atthe Outlet School. They 
twere both very provdol theithreegranadaugh- 





Ray was an arent big game hunter, and 
(stof Rocky Mountain House ané Nordegg. In 








cary years, he and his hunting buddies. M.S. 
Withorl, Jabez MePrereon, Wilbr Wise 
HU Crag, Ceol Suggets to name afew would 
House, in order ta cross the North Saskatche- 
tran River, with eams and sleight I ator years 
orses were trucked across, botore the bridge 
te bult This same group woud net-cetsh, In 
Season, at Buck Lake, where Jabez and Zola 
‘MePnerson had a ain, Several of their wives 
focompanied them bth hunting and fishing 
‘Wie ling at Gul Lake, ay hunted eayotos.on 
the lee th nouns and coula be sean daly 
‘ving va tho la to Bentley. twas on such a 
frp that he shot coyote, on his way to have 
‘work Gone on his car By Paul Garnes. The 
provented Pauts work, as wasnot" dead ana 
‘vas gazing, 2 tle dazed, from the eat ofthe 
Ray passed away in January, 1963, 


IDgON FamiLy 
'8y Bea Giceon 

This abit summaryotthe Gideon omy 
trom 180410 1981 

‘ce Gideon and Lule May Elaworth wero 
mmaried in February, 1654 at Doniphan, Ne 
Braska: They ined atte following plaesin the 
USA. Donnan, Woodnver, Protser Grand 
Ilana ang Nort Plate 

in 1201 the Othe Gideons and their tee 
sons, Raph, Gye and Ray, emigrated o Cane 
Sdn They soles on ahomestend boon Ri 
Soy ara Forsnesn Albena onthe place wero 
reenard tse nom ives 

“We roads ware ut als which keptto ho 
high ground away from the rer, reek, and 
Slough tas very feu gong plese ana 
tepocily to sehocts et 

“ine boye went fo. Symoné or Chape 
sehool depending on road conics. 

Sele long Gtha Clason started a Weight- 
ing um tom Lacombe west f9 Gul Lake, Ber 
Toy Lockhart are Rmey ares Ho had agod 
tenn mores anda stout wagon. Aa the Ib 
piace long the way as ofthe presen Aapen 
toon Par re eas aha (nen Oued 
Mears changed 0. Aspan Beasn). He alo 
“Hopped ata poe cloe to Forshee 

Inthe ery days they added hee more 




















Chllaren o their family, Ethel was born in De 
tember, 1801; Jesse in Apri, 7006, and Clr 
fence, born November, 1909. ter a few year, 
Irs: Gideon, with Raion. Clyae, Ee, and Cl 
rence, went to Lacambe, and ran & boarding 
hugo, with the chilaren going to schoo! ang 
working at od jobs. tna rmaines on the tam 
With Rayan leseo, but til eontinued to oper= 
Sethe renting service, as twasbasly needes 
intnat area. When the ‘alway was bull rom 
LLacamoe to Rimbey,teronsed the Gideon frm 
and continued north. Eventually Otha Wh the 
farm and nis eighting business andwent olive 
in Lacombe for a time, ana then moved on to 
‘central Sritieh Columbia 
‘Then came the 1814-1918 Word War, Ralph 
land Clyde joined the army and went overseas, 
GGioson gave up the boarding house and with 
Ethel, moved to Yakima, Wash, where she ved 
13 worked during the war yoars Ws, Gideon 
Feturmed 19 Calgary in February, 1999, and mar 
Fed DW. Garner. They came ack o Lacombe, 
{ane farmed east of that town 











north to Edmonton, It was called the Peanut 
Line. and even thought was vary slow and 
stopped often tdi sorviea a large portion of 

In 1919 Ralph returned om France, Head 
Yoluntared with group of soiiers to remain 
behind with the Grest War Graves Division, to 
loan up cortan batted, ana make the Ca 
‘alan Cometoryin France, Hetinally etled ona 
farm in the Bindman Sehool etre at Pabey, 
lahere Mr & Mes Allred! Trill now la. In 1834 
Ralph ©. Gideon marriod Ekeabeth M. (228) 
king, of Winnipeg, Manitona. They Nad two 
children: Goya Helen, born August 1934, and 
Keith Otna, Born Apri 1097 In 1952 Goya mar- 
fied Bob. C. Daman, of Bentiy, Thoy had te 
Chileon: alps, Susan. Heather, Dana, and 
‘Sheley. Ralph marred Laura Spacd of Bontloy 
intiay, 1976 andinave two sons, Wade and Loe 
‘They lve in Camrose. Susan married Denn's 
Long and now ivesin Bently. Heather macied 
Ri, Shore of Calgary and now lives in Calgary, 
(ana lost his ifs in acar accident in February, 
1960: Sholley is stil at home in Bentley, 

Keth Otne Gideon matied Eaine MeDo- 
ald of Trea Hille 1857. They had five chile 
Fen and now live in Lesievile, Theo is one 
laughter. Maureen, who now lives in Calgary, 
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and four sons, Kelvin, the oldest works in the 
bitfield. Ralph ison the farm and anand Jamia 
fre bath in schoo! 

Ralph Gideon, Sr_ passed away in Bente, 
fon November 10,1948 Mrs ea Gideon now 

Following the war, Ciyde lived fra time a 
Feria, BC. where he met and maried Doris 
‘Beale of that ty in March, 1026. Thay had two 
s0ns, Colin and Ray. They leer moved to Mar- 
boro, Alberta wnere ey elie. Clyde paesea 
away in July. 1833. Doris, now tr, Miler. 
tives at Martoro. Colin married Joan at Vernon, 
B.C. and was killed in’ lumbering accident. 
‘Joan ves in Vancoure. 

‘Young Ray Gideon, Jr maried Violet and 
they stil vet Maribor. "They have. tres 
‘aulgmers;Tery ang Linds, who both ive and 
work In Edson, Albert, and Noe, who is stil at 
home: also one son, Wayne, wo married Deb 
Be Loval. They also lve at Maribor. 

Fay Gideon S. armed north of Bentley He 
married Phoebe whitworth of ently, They nad 
Gre son. Chester, (Hoot). He married Nan 
Linesay of Rimbey in March, 1045. They had 
thee daughters One was Shey, who marred 
Martin Ogivey. They have two daughters and 
live in Edmonton. Another was Sandra. who 
married Gordon Brown. They have one daugh 
tor and live north of Bentiy. The third was 
Beverly who martied Rodney Spyeher. They 
have one daughter and vein Calgary, Chester 
(toon paseod away August tn, 1877, Nan stil 
lives on the arm north of Barty. 

Ray Gideon passed away in January, 1061, 
and Phoobe in December 1959, 

Ethel Gideon lived in Vancower and mar- 
ried Cyril Patmore there. Ethel Patmore died In 
(ctober 1970, and Gyridied in Api 1971 Mis, 
Llu (Gideon) Garner passea away in Aon 
1988, in Vancouver. 

Jesse ‘Gideon moved 1 California and 
‘changed his name fo Ray Walsh. He married 
Evelyn and they ive at Chic, California. Ray's 
eughter. Bevery by his frst mariage, Is now 
‘Mes. Beverly Young, and ives t Yuba Cy, Car 
fornia. They have aton, ut am not sure ot any 

‘Next comes the youngest Gideon son, Clr 
fence. He was always very mechanically minded 
lana became «sound engineer Hemariag Ne 
lie Moke ana they mado their home in Calgary 
‘They had four ehiléren, Alan, the oldest, now 
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lives in Regina. He married Goldine Gelsbrect 
land thoy had two Sons, Lyle and Keith and one 
dhvsnter,Terty. The family now lwea In Var 
cover, B.C. 

‘Barbara Gideon, the oldest git, marriod 
Jack Hepperte. They liven Red Door ana nave 
‘one daughter. Bonnie, who ives ana works in 
Eémonton. 

Paice marsied lan Cameron and ives in 

algary. Thay have thvee Geughters. Wendy, 

‘married to Tery Wiebe, has one daughter, 
[Kmanda, and they live in usask, Saskatchewan, 
‘Sharon, mario to Rick Wiebe, has one son 
Andrew, and they now lve in Aire, Alberta 

amet. the nex, now Ives and works. in 
Okotons, Alberta 

Betty, the youngest, marries Bill Bobeau, 
and they ive In Calgary. They have two sons 
Michael and Rick wn femarred to Anno. They 
allive in Calgary 

‘Giarence Gideon passed away in July. 184, 
incalgary, and Nelo passed away in May, 1967, 
In Surtey, 8. 

“That cavers the Gideon famity up til own 
1961, There may be several omissions a8 dates 
snore diticut to be certain of and sometimes 
Contaaiciory 


GILLIES FAMILY 
In the sory 1920 the Canadian Pacific 
Railway was tring to get immigrants to go 10 
Eanada, where they would ge! thelr own farms 
from the Soldier Setioment Board ana recuced 
faves onthe boat and train Wom the CP, 

‘On the Hebridean flands, of the coast of 
meagre lving by fehing, tis offer, as wall 35 
Pletures that were shawn of Canade, influenced 
fran to ake advantage ofthis andamang those 
was the Giles family 

‘As none hac any knowiedge of faring, it 
was arranged that each famly should spend 
Some tine n eastern Canada to lear thobasics 
farming, before proceeding west to seek Out 

Mr and Mes. Gillies and a family oftwogirls 
‘munity in the summer of 1928, and lved for a 
Time inthe Henry Peterson house on the S 
52-38-15, which was vacant atte time, 

We Nair Sou fha vou bey. HG 
Ceived anew single shot 22 ile as wages. 

















con the threshing erew that fall and alped with 
Some of the work that wintes. Baing in rather 
‘rested which resultesin Mr. Giles freazing his 
feet quite badly and belng unable to work 


GITTENS, JOE & ELLEN & FAMILY 
By Richard Gittens 

Joe Gitens was born, Aptil 18th, 1894 in| 
Liverpool England. He served in the Fist World 
Wor trom 1947 to 1918 

met Elen in Montreal in 1926 Ellen was 
boin in Naples tely, in October 26th, 1908 
‘They were marred in Lacombe on October St 
228, 

“They moves toa farm seven miles west of 
Bntlay inthe Sunaat His area, 

“There are twelve children ving: Richard, 
joe, Borethy. Ralph, Lovise, May, im. Say 
Fred, Florence, Marta. an Tom 

“Joe tnd Ellon celebrated tei slver wos 
«ing at the Sunset Hil Schoo! In 1951 

‘aney vee on the farm unt Mr Gitens 
passed away in Maren, 1954 

Ellen moved to Bentley olive; also Rimbey 
is esiaing tocay. 








‘GORSKY, GEORGE 

My father and mother came from Germany 
and settled in Sprngtet, Iino In 1903. In 
{009 Dad moved 10 Bellevue, Alberta and 
Worked ina Coal mine fortwo years. In 1811 they 
Troved to avesta dtr, 11 les northwest of 
Fimboy, to s homestead 

in the spring of 1996 George and Doris 
Gorsky moved fa the Boney district northeast 
Sf town to the SE-35-81-1-¥/sth. When they 
moved tothe farm, formery owned by Buse 
Damron, about 0 ares of and werecieared. At 
that time the waters of Gull Lake were upon the 
INE. part of their land. Now tho waters half = 
Iie ttom this land. George and. Doris pur 
Chased the quarter of land north of em from 
Sen Hicks, giving them a halt socton 1 frm 

Inthe fall ot 1958 Doris passed away 
George sold the farm in 1974 and moved 
Bentley 














“Thore were three children born to George: 
and Doris Gorsky 

Linda i married to Art Wiebe, and they 
withthe thee emiaeen, ive on a fam by La 
Come Lake. AMI raises purebred” Dorset 
sheep. ang served as District Agrculturs for 
si yeas, 

Vuudy and her husband, Larry Wau, snd 
four daughters, alg lve at Lacombe by La 
Combe Lake, Larry works for the County of La 
‘come Schoo! Division. 

Garth ard hs wile, Shirl, ard two chil 
ren, reside n Winnipeg. Garth is Chiat of Ws 
‘in Grain Stabilization Board under he Feceral 
Government 

In 1977 Goocge married Thelma (Cole) Ray- 
‘mond, ‘They reside In Bentley. Sine retiring 
{George nelps the farmers with ther held oper 








GRAHAM, GEORGE THOMAS & BELLE 
the san of Charles Orland Granam and Minnis 
(oee Cummings), on October 7, 1907, 

‘On August 11 1952 he was united in mar: 
riage to Eva Belle Whitworth They led on the 
Writworn acreage in Bentley for three yeas, 

(George supped Tirewood to Bently rest 
dents and business. Much f this wood came 
from the Charles Ross farm, east of Bentey, 
Beciges working for Ben Hicka and Jake WM 
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‘worth ne was employed the Forshee elevator. 
In 1035 they moved tohstathor's tam, ten miles 
northwest of Bentley, where they Tarmed to 
‘gether uni 1938, when thy took up resisence 
On the Kinheloe farm, north of Chapel Shoo! 
i 1038 they moves to the former John 
‘Adamson pico whch Nurse Curia had pur 
tenaged. When the senior Grahams retired to 
Forshee in 1985, Goorge and Balle purchased 
te fam and esided there unt George passed 
away in November, 196, 
Belle reizedto Rimbey in May, 1967, whore 
‘Thoy were both sctive inthe Chapo trict, 
and in all community affairs. Toit house wae 
always open for many local bridal showers and 
Besides crocheting ndwork, and baking 
Bolle is active inthe Rimboy Orop In Choir She 
is nonarary member ofthe Forshee Ladies Club, 
hora she has holamany postions. She salto a 
‘momber ofthe Rimbey U.C.W. and many oter 








GREIF, LAWRENCE AND MARGARET 
‘eawronce Gret 


My fahor and mother, Joseph and Jennie 
‘Geet, Raving heard a the golden opportunites 
in Alberta, loaded thir family possessions on 
the train at Colile, Washington, and headed 
forth. They brought with them my thrae ol 
Sisters, Peal “Mis, Cif Rathwel rene, “Mrs, 
Harolé Skeois" ana Mae "Mrs. Alex Strachan" 
All are reife and ving in Fimbey. 

They arrived at Lacombe in June 1910 and 
continusd on to Rimbey by team and wagon 

(Dad worked a various poatons inthe Pi 
bey strict where | was boron March #972, 

‘te year later Dad fled on ahomestend 
nd moved the family to the Lavestadstict 15 
les NW, of Rime. 

“The nearest shipping point atthat time was 
Lacombe which made i necessary to drive 50 
miles by team whan livestock or farm produce 
Was ready for markt. 

Wile living on the homestond, Dad served 
fon both the municipal council and schoo 
boaras. Many of the ear sete of the di 
trict were European immigrants wh could not 
peak English, Dao spoke both English and 
German fuently and was abe to communicate 
to some degree with al of them 

Inthe spring of 1817 my folks sold the ho- 




















190 


restead and rented farmland in the Symonds 
Schooling, The Market Crash of he ry wer 
tie tak is fol and ln 1021 the family moved to 
Calkins Valley where they bought a raw quarter 
NE-oar SWS 

Here they built a house and outbuldings| 
‘utot rough lumber, dug a well anc buitastraw 
shed for he vestock, 

‘By this tne 3 more children wore addedto| 
the famiy: Joe dr-now ving in Edmonton, 
Mary "tre. John ise" of Wetaskiwin, and Ci 
ford wha passed avay atthe age ol 1 year 

‘There wee several quarters of openandto 
tne west and ortho us, where we pastured the 
imik cows angotner young Ivestek. ean recal 
‘hen Iwas 2 ears oahelping Dad cuttamarsc 
Fence posts onthe Hudson Bay lanéandhauling 
thom home, They were sola tor Tp post witha 
Iminimim 2"top and 2 per post wit aminimum 
{Ptop. Th wae dane to supplement tho family 
income, At tis time vegetables, wid bores, 
prairie chickens, partridge andrabots formed a 
Substantial part of aut daly cit Upon comple 
ing grade 8 | was given @man' cosponsibity 
working in the fields, clearing and breaking 
Tang, working on the fal threshing rigs, et. 

‘Our field work and transportation was all 
done wth Nora. was fortunate tohavea good 
{adalenarse and riding 20 r even 30 miles on a 
Sunday was not uncommon. 

In 1999 | purchased a raw quarter SE. of 
Sec. 34, TH, 8S West of 5, an orginal homes 
{ead thal nad revertod fo the municipality for 
Unpaid taxes, Coneequently the municipal se 
retary was quite agreeable to giving me ex 
fended credit proviging pad the current taxes 
tach year. This was accomplished by working 
fon the municipal roads and accepting a tax 
trodit 3s wages, 

“That winter my brather Joe and eutspruce 
logs and hauled them to local sawn to be 
‘awed and planed into shipap. The flowing 
Summer we but smalihouse 12" by 20" whieh 
tyes fo bathe Nome far my bride and me forthe 
ext several years. The fotal cash outlay for oor 
few house was $125.00, which ineludod bul 
Ing paper. nails, wincowa, shingles ana the bil 
{or sewing and planing the lumber. 

‘On January 2, 1985 | was maried to Mar- 
garet Calkins, ony daughter of Mr- and Mrs. 
Shari Catkin of tha Calkin Valley district. 

“Tne fllowing summer we moved ourrouse 

















to our own quarter and se it a rock found 
tion beside spring which served as our water 
Spoly | immediately began clearing land for & 
trop the next year and in late fall bul straw 
sheds for he livestock, 

‘As much time as possole was spent cle 
ing and breaking land. However it wae nec95- 
{nt to work onthe threshing rigs inthe al an 
fen winter arrived cut fewoed for various 
farmers nthe dst! to earn money for grocer- 
tes and clothes tc. Margarat contribuled her 
Share by doing all he chores on many occa- 
Stone, and even helping ple and burn brush on 

uring ou frat years of maid lito we sola 
roam for 10° per pound butter fat and 0998 
for 5 par dozen, Hogs. said for $1.50 Der 
hhondred weight and the fst young cattle we 
nipped to markot brought $750 per head 

We farmod with horses forsoveral years an 
s particulary enjoyes trading for young parses 
fand breaking them to ride ard drive. 

(On September 16,1998 our first ei, Mar 
lene was bor Ia 1942 we bought ou rst car, a 
1826 Chev. In 1948 we bought oust actor a 
Small BF. John Deere, which was a significant 
henge from tarming with norses and greatly 
‘Sprain By matinee ape tae 
loser to school We decided to purchase a 
{Quarter section from my parents who wore retr= 
ing. However, two years later we docided to 
Teave the farm, and move fo Rimoey. were we 
purchased and operated 9.moat market and 
Brocery store, later sang ito dack Parry: 

‘On November 23, 1945 our second chil, 
Barton was born, In 1940 we maved 19 Bently 
tng joined Elmer Calkins na schoo! bus opera 
tion that he hed previously estabished. Atte 
ame time we purchased 8 garage, including @ 
Dodge subdedlership and oll agency. In later 
{Sehoot bus operation as Idd of the garage 

‘On March 10, 1956, our shia child, Mar 

Wile ving in Bentay | was a member of 
tne Elks Lodge and also gored on the United 
{Church Boare of Stowares 

In the fal of 1956, we sold the business to 
Wattr Schneli and moved to Red Dee. 

{spent several yearsin Real state, General 
Insurance and Property Management, cetring in 
1074 








During these years | served onthe Board ot 
Stewards at Geets United Church, Later, | as 
fctveinthe dovelopmentt Sunnybraok United 
Chueh. This Included being Chairman ofthe 
Soara of Stewards for several years and lator 
‘lected to the board of tustees, 

‘Our daughtar and her husband Cliff ude 
ve # trucking Busines in tho Rimbey district 
lara thy lve with four ofthe five ere, 
Laure, Teri, Michie and Stephen Thel ol 
fst daughter Tracy, het husband Frank Peters 
fan thei daughter Lisa aso lve inthe esti. 

(Our oldest son Barton and his wife Bev 
Hansen ar living in Calgary where he ls cur 

ily manager of John G. Preston Lia 

Gur son Marlowe. Is computer pro- 
arammer analyst for Alberta Government Tale 
Bhones in Edmonton 

Since 1078 Margarot ané | have bo0n 
‘pending cur wintre in Arizona and out 
Summers at our home in Red Deer 








GULL LAKE MUTUAL TELEPHONE 
‘COMPANY — 1834 10 1966, 
‘By W.Seltenich 


‘The Gull Lake Mutual Telephone Co. came 
Into being an November 8, 1994, at @ moeting 
held in the home of Hane Hansen, where 14 
residents became members, signing Tor one 
hare each. The Company bought the existing 
tural ine not needed for long estance service 
{rom Alberta Government Telephones forthe 
um of $200.0, vided into 20 snare at $17.50 
per share. These wore sold to subscribers at 
ost, with $440 fo be pal in cash, The fiscal 
Year was tom Januery tothe yours ena Alovy 
01 $1.25 each month was charged subscribers, 
ommencing December 1, 1994 

Tha fist claim on this payment was that of 
the Alberta Government Telephones for long 
Glstance cannections and pin space onthe long 
fistance lines running through our area, The 
telephone instants ware the property ofthe 
Gul Lake Mutual Telephone Co. 

‘Recording to the minutes of meetings held 
‘over the years of operation, there was go0d ser 
‘ice, with only a sprinkling of roubles or inter 
ruptons, which were looked after by @ sub 
eriber rouble shooter, of which erewerese- 
tral over the years, being amply remunerated t 
the rato of from 40 cons to a high of 75 cents 
per hour 

‘Then there was annuel pair dy, when he 
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subscribers wore all asked out on work bee, 
tnbion was donated time. But that not to say 
{here wore notary probioms. One wastoomuch 
Success at at ane time there wore 20 plus on 
‘ne ine: which made waiting to tak sometimes 
fuite trying. 

‘Sa the line finally was died in two tines 
appened late in 1950, | believe. The numberof 
Shares had bean inereased to 20 fram 20 in Feb- 
rary, 1948 

“Tne Company continued on in much the 
same manner unt ata meeting March 3, 965, 
‘when vote was taken on instaling anew un 
‘erground eerie by Alberta Government Tae 
phones: results beng 17 voted for anew line: 3 
‘oled against. In Jul 6, 1968 a special meeting 
‘was held to propare for diamanting of suriace 
tinal meeting ofthe Gull -ake Mutual Telephone 
Company. and the demise ofan eran that ype 
of talephone communication 





GUNDERSON, GEORGE 
By Violet Read 

George Gunderson moved to Bentey in 
1924 trom Wisconsin, setting in the Forshee 
istrict onthe land now owned by Harry Craig. 

He took real pride in hie fow horaes 8nd 
cat. 

In 1946 he retired to Bentey, where he en 
Joyed raising big garden and smal rls 

‘Anyone. that visited him will recall the 
steong coflee ne made, and how he aid enjoy 
‘ottes and los sugar 

He passed away in 1059attheageot80, and 
wae surives By a nlece, Me. Llan Read, anda 
nephew, Oat Larson 


GyoR!, Lou's 
By Molie Gyor 

In th eaty 1900, bill boards wore posted 
in the big sities of Europe, “Come to Canada! 
There i ree land for you So, in ve survmer of 
4907, my grandparents, Garson Nagy and fam 
ly, ang Lous Gyon, 8016 what they hae sh 
‘embarked forthe Unites States. They fandea 9 
Rochester, New York, November, 1807. My 
Uncles and Dad worked om dairy tre and for 
the Eastman Kodak factory, to make some mo- 
ney. My grandfather then went by trtin out to 
Calgary. and then to Steer, wheres bought 
team of oxen, and went rom there to 12 mies 
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south of Coronation to get ® homestoad. He 

‘Athi time there were many new settles 
‘coming info the area, andthe thing they feted 
most was the pei fr. Twice, betore anyone 
Joined Grand-ded, ne had to bate the tres 
lone to save his few possessions. He could see 
the ie advancing with astong south wing, the 
sky being lit up at night. He was noping that ine 
Sounding Creek wauld stop but he force of 
the wing pushed the fre scross, so the only 
thing that saved him from burning aut waa t2 
back fe, and ones again he was sof ntl the 
next one came along, When itcame a heavy aln 
Blow in and squciches the fre. 

By 1912 Grand-dad built a small 2 storey 
lumber house and resided in unt 1916 whan 
both grand parents passed avy, 

I March, 1909, my mother ana dad arrived 
1 Calgary trom Rochester, New York, where 
Dad found work on construction, as Calgary 
was sil avery young city 

He remained working there for over three 
years, only taking off enough time 10 go %0 
Sounding Greek, south of Coronetion. tobullda 
{wo roomed sod house fr Mather tive in dur- 
Ing the day. At night she would go over to hee 
Darents place withthe twa lita gir and spon 
{he night unit Dad's return, 

During these three years Dd savedenough 
money to buy a team of oxen and a plow. With 
this outft he did custom plowing forthe now 
sotlers until freeze up, and by ow, with is 
‘earnings, ho Bought three oad of horses, and 
Sold the oxen a they wore vory slow for prof 
le work 

The fist fow years the price was a good 
place to get started. One could plow the tele 
fd planta crop the ame yea. Rain was pent 
{ul and free grazing was good or arge herds of 
Cattle, and ane could put up free Pay forthe 
taking. BY now Dad hed 8 good sized herd of 

Things were quite good unt about 1918, 
then things ‘started geting worse. There was 
Ite ran an it troze early 80 the crops were! 
Ite value. This waste cas in 1919, Everything 
‘ozs: the garden and the grain, and snow fl in 
the middle of October, and dnt lave unt 
the mice of May in 1920. This ws the most 
vere winter on racor 





With vay Iiti fed and a arge herd of eat- 
tle, Dad was forces to buy everyting for along 





‘he winter. He bought wheat bundles fr four 
‘ay, hauling this nome. He saved his ete Dut 
his bank account was gone 

Conditions wore net improving. so inthe 
spring of 1821 Dad sold out to Otto Swanson for 
$500 09, and immediately the contans of our 
house, cattle, arses, and machinery, were put 
Up or sl, which was ld March, soon at 
the sale was over we were going to go back to 

‘The day ofthe sala was beautful and there 
wore alt of buyers. We were happy that a last 
‘re coulé leave this undesirable place 

Inthe mide of the auction sal, when 2 
share of the things were sols, Oto Swancon 
Appeared on the scone and told Dad that Nowa 
Ube 10 come up with any money. With this 
bad news, Dad stopped the sal ana kept most 
‘of our cat, horses and machinery, a8 we Now 
had to put nthe spring crop ana remein on the 
farm until Me Swanson could come up wih 

Tt was io the summer of 1921 that Oa) 
bought the Barret and inthe Lockhart astct 
for $2800.00, and watookpossesson thefolaw 
ing spring 

Land at the time was high and with tle 
money it was impossible to buy much ata farm, 
Ana the Barret place was about the worst. The 
Fuse was two granaries pulled together anda 
pole bar with straw for a root. Thore wasnt a 
‘rel ang everytime trained wo were ankle oop 
Inmus. Onee again my family started ram rock 
Soltom end strated uphill the way 

Inthe spring of 1822 we loads our meagre 
possessions and ett Coronation, eased for a 
‘Combe, as we had 1 take another ran to Ban 
tiey, Tho stopower in Lacombe was over the 
Easter weekend and ina hotel oom with saver 
chilren wae no piene for Mother By the thre 
Say Mother had had enough and with sx of, 
‘we 1oaded ito the buggy with one Norse and 
‘arted out for Bentley, then on to Locknart 

‘The only thing Mather cin t count on wore 
theneavy roads, a8 they were very mudoy inthe 
Spring, and by the ime we passed Bentey out 
orse wae sowing down and we ha to Keep 
Hopping to rest her, By tho time we reached 
Sunset Hil. west of Bently, to eae theloadine 
four oldest chlaren got out ana walked thereat 
a the way to Alex Metro's We spent a ow days 
St the Metra home walling far our possessions 














to be brought out from Bantiey. Emma, aged 
thirteen, etayee behind to drive she cate out 
and lox Mo brought all the horses his and 

‘By the 19th of April we took up residence in 
the most deplorable house in Cakine Valley 

Our fist evening at Metro's turned outtobe 
memorable one, a2 2 number of neighbors 
came to see us. Everyone was visiting, when 
Stiddenly the door flew open an Wre. Georgy 
ame running into the use t tellus 
wan going fo burn down, as result 

From here oni was upilallthe wey. There 
wll onthe place, water hag to\b0havied trom 
Me. Sedsoes' place, daly. The lnestook were 
Grven down ta tho slough tobe watered. Land 
had tobe cleared and brake, We had roots to 
Pick every night after school, 9 real back 
breaking Job 

Thee of our best harsas got out of ourpas- 
ture and wandered away. Dac spent weeks look 
Ing far hem, but thay were never found 

‘As years wont by things states to improve 
improved untiine Depression ithe counteyn 























planta a big garden; rlsed alot of chickens, 
land during July and August, we made weekly 
{rps to Gul Lake and old fresh vegetables and 
Romemade bute, along withthe chickens. This 
helped out a great deal with our gracerla, and 
improved our way af ite 

Inthe early days people were very trenaly 
“Thore was a family gathering on most Sundaye 
‘everyone was most welcome. Children were 
hevor lot at home witha baby ster taken 
fiona, and every one othe same. There we 
ho eyebrows raised any time a family arrived 


(One afternoon Mrs. Georgy came over to 
visit us, Just befor she arrived. my younger 
"stor had taken afresh baking of bread out of 
the oven and placed iin the rocking chal, anc 
covered it with a white towel. Mother dian 
fealize the bread wasin the chairencahe nited 
Irs. Georgy to st down I lc take long 
‘he could fel the warm bread, and she jumped 
Up vom the chai By this time thetbread was ike 
Freneh Crepes without any filing 


























When the wat boke out things startod to 
Improve. In 1938 we built our frst big house, 


Dad carried on with farming until 1843 
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when he became seme-retied. He kept a few 
Il cows to Keop fom being ie. 

In 1985 ne and Mother Bought the house 
‘owned by the Alberta Pacific Grain Co. and 
sroved info Bentley. They only ved there for 
{two years. end Dad passed away Ia ly 1987 
Mother passed away in February, 1880. 

Of the nine children they raise, eight aro 
stil ving Mrs. Homer Iadings (Emme) residos 
South of Rimbey Mrs Malt Rona (Rosa vesin 
Gaigay. Mr, Lome Lewis (Li lvesin Victoria, 
BC Louistivesin Bentey. Joe was daceased in 
4879. famy loin theLockhartastrict Mrs. 
Paul Langar (Veima) Ives inthe eckvilecistct. 
Tom resides in the Lockhart district. Ms. Lou 
Chisholm (Bertha) tives in Vancouver, and Mrs 
Emie Hardy (June) lives in Cranbrook, 8. 
‘here are 48 grandeniidron: 42 great grand 
migren: and 2 groatgreat-grancchilren, 





GyOR, JOSEPH 

Joseph Gyor! came wih hi parents, Rasa 
fang Lous Gyort, two brothers, nd four si 
household effects, machinery, Ivestock, and 
themseives, all ame by train trom Coronation 
to Lacombe. Once in Lacombe. a tsam of 
forses was hited tothe bugay. The cnilaren 
Climbed in wih tir courageous itle mother 
Stayed behind ta make arrangements to bring 
tut the hvestock. After spending a few years 
Imuday and did't alwaye run straight 

“Jee attended schoo! one year at Sunset 
and the other sven years at Lockhart. He en 
Joyed all kinds of Sports; mainly ball and 

‘ter completing grade eight at schoo! ne 
farmed with hs dad, Later he Bought te Eu 
fgene Read farm along with his Brother From 
{his time on he was very active in the farming 
enterprise 

in 1948 ne marred Dolores Booth ofthe 
Leeda district Golores was bor In Minne 
tnd Alida Booth, tthe farm, two snd one hal 
miles nort-ecst af Loodate in 1894 

In the summer of 1950 Joe built 2 now 
house on the former 8 F Bailey place, which 
Fe had purchased a few years salen Alter. 

‘snd bam Nad 19 De 

















bit The ola building in the yard had to be 
ton down and burned betore a proper yard 

‘On duly 23, 1950, her fst son, Brian Jo 
soph, was born: Ronald Davi flowed on No- 
ember 16, 1954; Garson Wayne on August 23, 
1854, Mariya Jay on January 6, 1958; Wendel 
Floyd on Apri "6, 1957; Cathy danice.on June 
2, 1960, and Wesley Joel on March 16, 1984 
ho nilaren all have the same love for the 
land ther dad has 

‘Joe pasted away on January 6, 1973, at= 
tor an iinese of six months. He always ap 
preclted his fomiy, neighbors and toons 
fing le missed very mach 

To five boye continued to farm the land 
2 machine sheds and hog barns. 

rian maried Loma Brown of Bente 
They ‘have thee chigren, Darren Joseph 
Bana Lee, and Joseph Brady. 
ela Dawn. 

‘Garson, Wendel and Wesley, are on the 
panies during slack times in winter 

Marlyn maried Larry Haarstad of Bont 
ley. They have one son, Deston Russel 

Cathy at tne. present time is going (0 
senoa! in Calorie 











HAARSTAD, ALFRED BERGER - 1602 158 
Bom at Valley City County, Katnyn, 


North Dakota on. November 7, 1682, Aled 
was one of nine chilaren of Gerhard end Sa 
henson School astct. west ot Bentley, In 
the vest of hie ‘ 
His only schooling “about five years”, was 
received t Stophonson school then locted 1 
ries east of the Harstad. home but ister 
‘moved to Section 24, TWP 40, RGE 2, W of Sth 
joining quarter of land, belng the SE% of Sec- 
Shad home, Gernacd Hearstad received a Cart 
tiete of Recommendation for Homestead P 
tent from the Department of te Interiar, Ot 
Wwe, dated November 18.1804. entting him to 
Tecelve a patent for such homestead Alfod 
helped his father break land with oxen. An ar 
Hele taken trom the Calgary Herald, October 8, 
1954, quoted Areas saying, "Oxon wero poo! 
man's power, and in hove days everybody as 
swamp-everawopt through the Bentley district 

















Alfted became an activ farmer in 1910 at 
the age of 18 years In 1814, hs parents went 
fa Norway, and he and his brother E8 rented 
Alfred acquired tho NWI. 7401-5 trom his 
father, who was instrumental in assisting his 
Chileon to acquire land to stat ther own 
farms. In tur, Allred gave nis daughter Jean, 
{hil owns. Total acres eventually owned and 
farmed amounted to 1,040 scree, of which 880 
{ores are in ane black, the ister ti) owned Oy 
the Aled 8. Haarstad Estate, 

‘A the a99 of 22, Allred had is own 
Stag brothers wno farmed 2 miles south of 
Haarstads, but the next year, on February 10, 
4815, Alfred received nia Traction Engineers 
Final Geatibeste enabling him 1a operate his 
‘wn steam engine and for many years, with & 
Crew of about 20 men, he fveshed for not only 
neighbors but went south Into the Blaktalds 








The two speciates of the Haarsiad farm 
wore boo cattle, Bought inthe fl fed during 
the wintor ang told in early spring, ne hogs 
hich were marketed at 200 to 210 pounds on 
tr wookly basis There wore mos when Allred 
fa up to'1.000 hogs and up to 300 head of 
rain could easily be consumed in one years 
time. Suring the mid 18908 some ofthe beat 
were taken fo the Edmonton Spring Show. In 
1895, Area won a championship among se 
eal fst, second end tira place showings. 
During the 1940, before most armors Pad 
retrigaator, the familias ofthe Stephenson and 
Sunset school districts formes. met ring Tho 
Haarsiad farm already hag is own slaughter 
Fuse and cooler room — made possibie by 
Pauling large Blacks f ioe rom Sylvan Lake 
land packed In sawcust to slow the process of 
meting — Aired took the Job of butenetng, 




















Gertrude (Cleon) Damron, Atreds mece, as 
the bridesmaid, "Bing" Engebretson was best 
man, toast ta the bride was given by Clarence 
Damron. a great man who adged so much to 
the history of the Bentley dstiet The weo- 
ding wa held at the Harstad home where 
Altred and Clara lived for 34 years They then 
buat a now nome on the same quarter section 
St land at which time Harvey and Ruby Haar 
ftad ane thoi five eleven moved into the 
friginal home. Harvey was Io charge af run 

‘Gara. Haarstad_ was born February 16 
1809, a Glenwood, Minnesota, tne daughter of 
Joseph and Josephine Simmons. Ia 1907 the 
family immigrated to Canacs ana the Lecdale 
district where Clara took ner early schooling 
She then went to Alberta Callege in Ecmonton 
and took a business oures afer which she 
Worked as a secretary fora number of year. 
During er mariod Ho she was very active In 
























‘community afars and helped organize many 
‘bands were busy with the farming. In this 
group wore: Mrs. Herb Stevenson, Mis. G 
Rosen, Mrs. Lome Craig, Mis. L. Becdoes, 
Mrs. Ed Elsworth Ms Ciars iaarstad and 
ta They algo set one recor among rural units 
in obtaining an application for 2 bond frome 
fry 35 voters Inthe ea 

Ciara was 2 super homemaker. Every a 
temaon cee and fresh Momemade baking 
wore saved. No matter who might be there at 
85 a generous ana gracious hostess to poople 
culture and to Central Alberta extended over 8 
period of many years, Among the services 

First public office: School Trustee, 1913 
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Cale Breeders! Associatior 


































Councilor of the Municipal Ostet as tion of meat pices 
Tong ago a8 1923, ber of the Commitoe, engaged 
Feove of the County of Lacombe from is Inte Health Survey of the Province, 
formation in 144 unt 1058, Folate 10. the dstibution of the 
President ofthe Central Alberta Associa Dominion Government." Health 
tel 13 years. i 1952 — One of the Members ofthe Commis: 
Mico President of the Albers Muni! in investigating 
‘Chairman of the Blindman ValleyCo-ope- ‘9f noapitaliztion in the Province. 
Fatve Association 1959 — Chairman of the Committee ap 
Former Chairman of the Board of the pointag ty the Alberta Wheat Pool 

iy responsible Commitee representing te Grn 
Served as Vice-Chairman on the Board of Served on the executive of the Alberta 
the Lacombe” Distct and Communty Progressive. Conservative Association 
Hospital during the 1808 land in 1946 was a politcal candidate for 
Alberta Wheat Poo! Delegate trom 1940, ‘the Wetaskiwin constitvancy, 





{o 1988 and again trom 1845 to 1957, In 1083 ated. was awarded the Quoen 
owas selacied to serve te gor Elzabet Il Coronation Meda. Civ category 
In aadition he was selected t0 serve the Ge or ne utstanding service to the Pubic i he 





‘era! publ ae: 





Dominion o 
1930 — Momber of the Committe of Three fully appreciated, 


1s, an award he 80 gra 
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Aired and Clara had one daughter, Jean, 
she atlonded Stephenson schoo! for nine 
years, recewing her high school education at 
Mount Royal College in Calgary, Lacombe and 
Fed. Deer high schoos after which she. a- 
fended. Garoutt Business Collage, Calgary 
‘Wile growing up on the farm ahs was a mem- 
ber of the Lacombe Calf Club, one year taking 
the rang. championship for both Lacombe 
tnd Red Deer Clube. This animal weighed 945 
pounds ana so for 18 cents a pound. In the 
tu0s when Alfred owes two combines Eve 
Iym Harstad Androw and lean became the 
operators, and she also Grove her dad's wuck 
hasling stock and grain, On Febeuary 3, 1951, 
‘Jean martid Aigo Galil of Calgary. Again, 
ihe toast to the bride was given by Clarence 
Damon, just ashe haa done or har Mother 20, 
Years earl. Jean has four sons: Greg, Mak, 
Noland Dean all of Calgary. 

‘ted died on Maren 8, 1958, after a 2 
year illness with cancer. During hie lines ar 
ho time a his passing, he an te fry 
‘aived many lettre of kindness and gratitude 
‘one from John Dietenbaxer, then Prim Mins 
for of Canada, aloo Douglas Harkness, then 
Minister of Agriculture of Canada ang AT. Ba 
ker, General Manager of the. Alberta Whest 
Pol and many more tom enershed trends 
fand ‘wonderli) neighbors, emensous ho- 
‘mage awarded fa. man who had one #0 
thuen during his itetime inthe Bentley atc. 











HAARSTAD, CARL 
By Helen es 


‘The youngest of a ploneer family in the 
Bentley datet Carl Hasrstad grew up in the 
4rea wost of Bentley. Wen he was working ata 
Sawmill in the Gilby distct, ne met Holey 
‘Anderson ana they were marrod in December 

‘ith the help of Car's father, the young 
newlyweds bull avery comfortable homean he 
Sie ea0-2-5 whore they livesandarmed Unt 
‘moving to Bentay in 1080 

‘A good farmer and handy with machinesy, 
cad found time to 30 a good deal of custom 
wor inthe cstit an could be counted onto 
help aneighbor, the need aroce. He wasalsoa 
{00d stock man and fod many hogs and most 
trntere would havea Bunch afeatloon fe as 

Helen's pride and parttime joy was a pairot 








twin Jersey heifers that she got the job of 
Tooking after an trying fo milk mith Pep fom 
the hed gi. when Carl was away threshing 

in 1209 Allan was bom andattendedschool 
at Stepnenon and Bentley, taking his high 
‘onoo! et Aad Deer 

in 1953 ha mariod Mary Makaiosi, who 
‘was tasching school in Bentiey a that ime an 
lin returee to teaching aftr the family orow 
Up. They have 3 chigren, Rodney, whe marree 
Blane Sommers and lves In Edmonton, Fd 
ney isn his last year of artcling as a Char 
tered Accountant; Greg, who lves in Olds and 
works. for a. tetlizer company there. and 
Wendy who mariag Tam Clark. They le In 
the ‘Olds area and are the parents of & baby 
i, essicn Anne, Born In February 1981 = & 
‘real grandchild for Granama Helen 

‘Ca and Holors daughter. Muriel was born 
In 1994 Sho atlendeaschoolai Stephenson and 
Bentley and took @ secretarial courso at 
Calgary Sho married Lester Wengor in 1953, 
They nave 8 children, Bevery, who married 
DavidFisher,adentaitechnician They have one 
Son, Brook, who ls Graname's pride ana oy. 
Bevoriy and Qavia and baby lvein Victor, 8. 

‘nie the second daughter ivesin Victoria 
and works forthe Provincial Government 

Scott, their only son ist presentattnding 
BC.LT. and has a job with Fording Coal at 
Elsi 8. 

Lester and Muriel ive at Vernon, 8.©. where 
Lester works as buyer and sler for Lavington 
Planer Mill, Muriel works In the Canada 
Employment Centee there. Trey have just 
finished a new home In a new subdivision 
‘vertooking the cy 

‘inen Gar ane Helen moved into Senay 
they ran the WhiteRose gestation unl Cars 
Passing in April, 1956, Allan and Lester 
Continued operating he sation for some time 
nti twas takan over by Chester Mlle. 

‘Allan want to work for Rangeland and ti 
works there as a constuction supervisor. He 
lng Mary ive in Ole 

Helen moved to Red Oeer in 1957 and 
worked at Eaton’ unt 1964. ho now ives a 
Vernon,@.6-andhas been marriedsince 19710 
Hans Ree, a former Bentioy resident 


HAARSTAD, EDWARD AND ANNA 
snare (Ec) Haarstadcamoto Canada wth 
hiaparentsin 1907, He ought he Brady Palmer 





‘The Hoimens came to Canada in 1005 and Ed 
tnd Anna Holmen were marred n 1808 
Dad and Nom farmed. Dad worked for the 
in the Alberta Wheat Pool, He enjoyed baseball 
Da died December 18, 1837, atthe age of 
fity-one and Mom diee May 18,1967 athe ago 
and ten are sil ving One daughter cid athe 
age of seven, Ein died n 1956, and Gertie n 
‘Alice maried Martin Thomas an they hac 
twa ehidron, Jim of Princa George and Joy of 
Edmonton Martin died in May, 1950 and Alice 
Gortio marred Eari Anderson aad they 
farmed in tho Bentley district. where thee fe 
Velma marfed Alan Wises ofthe Lockhart 
datriet and they had three children, Stan of 
Rocky Mountain House, Shirley of cule and 
Nel marred Jost Wilkins They farmesin 
Turnbull and they lve on the Tumbull farm 
two sons farm his dad's original farm. Ada 
passed away February 6, 1978 Ther son, Oe 
his married Pat Boranek and Dean i unmarried 
Clarence marries Marion Metro. He has 
worked forthe County of Lacombe for years and 
famiy of five: Anna, Lore, Susan, Ede and 
Wayne all of Lacombe 
Harry Brownlow, and Helen makes her hame i 
Bentlay since Teds death on April 29, 1959 
‘They have three children; Pat Roo of Vernon, 
BIC. Bey Hunt and Philp, both of Bentley 
Haney married Ruby Woods ofthe Lock 
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AB Haarstad land. Thoy also bought Ine NT 
Damron land north of Bentley, and now lve 
rem Leann Gasries of Bentley. Brenda and Ann 
bof Lacombe end Leste of Val 

Evelyn married Walter Anctow of Eckville 
‘Thay farm north of Ekle out are now ving in 
Envi. Tey hava four children: Ronni, who 
farms the home pace, Lorrie ot Eckvil, Jans of 
the Diamond Valley distnct and Doabio of Fox 











In the spring of 1880, Gerhard and Sophia 
Hearted and one ctilo, Anna, came to Minne 
sola from Norway In 1862, they homestead in 
North Dakota. They lived tere for nineteen 
oars and had a famiy of five gis, four Boys 
and one baby boy, deceased: Anne, Minnie, 
Moly, Louse, Jonnie, Gustav, Edward, Aired 
fae Cee 














in 1801 the tamlly came to Canada by 
GPR, using two stock cars to haul theives 
tock machinery and househeta goods. Anna 
And Mine mervied and stayed in the Stats, 








Peter Lowa, who nad been aneightor inthe 
States, met them at Lacombe ana took thom to 
his name, whore they stayed unt the nextday 
“nen they travelled by wagon aeross the 
try. and orded the lindman vertothenome ot 
Ms. Vig, They arrived around noon ana 
sa tasty beer sew The aml stayed 
‘Vig unte log use 

















hhad to be put up for the cookstove and winter 
heater. Hay for winter tee forthe stock Nad "o 
be put up and the jo0 of fencing and clearing 
‘and manpower, e 











The women algo had @ busy tine sewing 
clothes and preparing meals. Most of te fooa 
Such aa beet pork, eggm mk ang cream were 





produced on the farm and the cheese, butler 





‘The closest doctor was at Lacombe. Or 
fd Dr. Simpson. Or. evans came ter: 

ty in 1905. 
Country, "The winter was hard wt | 
find below zero westher and some 

Inthe fall of 1909. a larger fog Nouse was 
buit south of the first houee, 

‘Church was helio 
twice a manth. The minite 
homes with Gunhld Johnson teaching the be 
Sinners and Hans Skjonsberg the clr ones. 
{ne classes wore taught In Norwegian A 
Christmas in 1905 they Pad @ Christmas party 
nd sang Sunday Schdel songs ana nad treats 
‘of eandy and appies 

in summer picnics wore held onthe north 





atended Stephenson 
‘anda hal er 






































shore of Syivan Lake or st Suneet Hill The 
Enttlors usually gathored to celebrate 17th ot 





May, which isa Seandinavan holy, Neigh 
ors would often gather st homos (a visit 

"The Lacs Ald would meetin te homes to 
do nandworkandhave dionerang ne nanwork 
would be auctioned off and the funds used (0 
halp the enurch 

"am work and land improvement wae 8 
steady ehore uni a eak came in 1934, when 
Gernare and Sophia went fo Tromso, Norway 
for' sist Theos was cut short because of 
the 1814 war and he ships would not be able to 
carry passengers at alter date 

The Hearstedsretved in Bentley in 1921 
Sophia passed away in 1822 ana Gothara In 
m8 





HAARSTAD, GUSTAY S. 
‘By Merivn Haarstas 


Gus Haarstaa’s parents wore marted in 
Norway in 3879 and one daughter was born 
thore. Al th restate chilsren— ioe inall— 
wore born in the United States, His parents 
moves to Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1881 
tere they lived for about 8 year anc then 
motes to Fort Ranson County. North Dakota, 
tnere Gus was born on October 2, 1888. 

He attended echoo! in Ransen County unt 
1901, a which time the family moves to Canada, 
failing at Bentley. The move was made in & 
Ents car with te cous and Norees Ho ished 
his schooling west of Bentey and then returned 
to tne United States where he took & 
bookkeeping course He later bought a farm in 
Ransen county and after ranting It out, Ne 
moved back to Bantoy in, oF about 1922, anc 
Worked inthe Co-op store in Batley for several 
Yyoars. Gus then bought the E's 30-40-15. 8 
Iles west of Bont, 

(On March 16, 127 he married Maron v 
Engen, who was working at thehote at the time 

Marion was born October 10, 1906, inthe 
‘United States and moved tothe Eekvile district 





In 1852 Gus and Marion became the prow 
patents oftheir fist son, Vernon, Their cond 
Son. Merlyn, was born in 1896. 

Gus moved his family to Bentley in 1848 0 
tenable Veron to attend nigh school #6 there 
Woe no bus service to the farm atthe time 

jeinon furthered hie education, ist at the 
University of Alberta, n Edmonton, then in 
Minneapolis ang New Orleans andtaughtat ine 
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University in New Orleans unti hie death in 

Merlyn, mariod Merty Carol Veevers ot 
Lacombe in 1962, ana their only son, David 
Gustav, wa bom Ari 16, 1968 

Gus retired from farming in 1965 and 
enjoyed playing cards three days ofthe week 
‘nth other rtree gentlemen of Bentey, Before 
Fs ticoment he wasavery active person inthe 
Community, playing ball ang being an active 
‘member of many clubs in town 

Although Gus maced late in fe, at he age 
‘of 88, he lived to celebrate nis 50th wedding 
‘anniversary in 1977. He later moved to the 
Fimbay Nursing Home were he resided unt 
his death in 1978, 

Marion is now in the Nursing Home in 
Lacombe, 


HAARSTAD, MERLYN G. 


Morin was borninthonew Bentey hospital 
october 15, 1896 He lived thre miles west of 
Bentley on his father’s farm unt he was twelve 
land helped on his fathers farm Tor 8 years and 
nen worked for Milars Serves and Donnelly 
Motors fora few years. After that he worked at 
Various jobs away tom Bentley for the next 
fw years He returned to Bent in 1962 and 
100k ob as mikman 

(On June 30, 1962 Merlyn married Merry 
back tos father's farm where henadlived as 8 
hig, ang where he sail ving Io 1964s ite 
five bith to stil-born chil 

In 1985, Merlyn returned to schoo! to 
apprentice for, and recelve, his mechanic's 
Toanee. He worked and farmed hs fathers fm 
sfter ns father retired in 1965. In 1967. Meriyn 
broke hs back nan industrial accident and wae 
tinabie to ether work or attend school during 
the next 2 yeare, He received his mechanic's 
Hence in 1971 and commuted between Bentey 
fn jobs in Lacombe and Ree Deer unt 1078. 
twhon he opened his own repr shop in Bente 
‘Thofirs shop wasinabuloing thal stood where 
the now Bank of Montreal is situated. In 
February 1976, ne but his own repair shop one 
biock north of main street, where he sil works. 
Meri, Carol and ther son, David Gustae who 
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By Erna Gresnley 


Ju Hon naomi Lo R- Ear Ema, 
ih Ar, As Baty ot 





The Hann family ved in the Gull Lake: 
lati fom 1949 to 1952 rir t this they had 
fesided in South Cooking Lake area east of 
Edmonton 

“lus and Emily Hahn were arrledon May 
27, 1828 a Statncona Lutheran Chure®. They 
Started marie lite na small two room nouse at 
Brotona, Alberta where Julius was employed as 
fa section man for the CNR. Their st chica 
‘avghter was bom herein 1929 but deca birin 
‘The secon ils, Erma. arved in the fll of 
1380, Jullus was then Wansforred to Biggar, 
Saskatchewan, aralroaatown ontne main GNF 
fine Ir wae here that tein son, Err, a6 
born in May 1992. In 1993 they deciged to ty 
farming and purchased querter section 
miles east of Edmonton. The farm was al bush 
find took Tot of backoreaking work to clay 
the land, cig a wel, erect a house, bar, etc 
‘This was to be their home for tho next 14 
Years, with Milie running the frm and Julius 
trorking forthe CNR. Io the meantime three 
tnore children arrived, Arthur, Asina an Bet 
1 In 1942 Jus et tne CNR to farm fl tine. 
‘The farm at South Cooking Lako i situsted 
near ‘The Alberta Game farm and has ow 
Been divided into sereages, howover the oF 
nal house and log barn are stil standing. 

Tn the spring of 1946 they moved to the 
‘wynclow’ frm inthe GllLake dtc. Iwasa 
real weet to farm such rich farmiana afer the 
Baretexisenes an the original farm. In 1952 thoy 
Feluined to the Eemonton estst moving into 








the city. Howaver they stil farmed the lane at 
Gull Lake. was during thi time that Julius 
Became a Rawleigh deslr ang later a nursing 
ftendant atthe Oliver Mental institut. Mile 
Emly lost her ie at the young age of 49 in & 
tragic car accident on March 12, 1958, Several 
Years later Julia remarrieg to Lilian Mattrer 
of Edmonton, They ere fered and Ive. in 
Westbanie 8. 

"Fe five ehilren are scattered throughout 
Alberta. Era marrieg Joo Greenly of Jarve, 
‘Abert Hels with Meteorological Sersices of 
Gana and, because of hs line of work, Iney 
have lived in the Northwest Territories, 
‘Southern Alberta and at he present timo are in 
Coronation, Alberta. Erna epent many veers 
working la hospitals, but retumed fo soo! In 
{ore to obtan ner ign schoo! diploma. Always 
Community minded. she i a he present time 
‘on town eounc in Goeonation. Erma and Joo 
have five children. Linda Larsen of Toronto, 
CGntaro. Kerry Greeny of Lethbridge, Brenda 
Shenton ‘of Airdrie, Alberia, Mark of Leth 
brag ang Catheryne at hame in Coronation 

Erhard marrieg Carol Winkloman of Lac La 
Nonne, Alberta. They vein Esmontonandhave 
two chilgen. Lynn Wirth of Edmonton, ard 
Brian of Camrose, Exhare chose police work as 
Ins vocation and now holds the position of 
Deputy Chist ofthe Edmonton Police Force 

‘Arthur marrieg Lorraine Oswald of Calmar, 
‘vert. They reside in Ponoka an have tr 
Ehildren. Cheryl Morrow of Drayton Valley. 
STerey of Red Deer, and Kenny at hams. Art 
chhoge the banking business as Mis vocation 
tventualy becoming @manager tthe present 
time he ¢ Credit Superintendent forthe Alberts 
Cpportunity Company based at Ponoka. He 
iso owns the farm at Gull Lake and not only 
farms tne lana but has erected a arge chicken 
barn housing 5000 chickens and thus has 
become an egg producer 

‘Adina marrieg Allen Hucklns of Edmonton, 
1 swith the Provincial Deparment of Socal 
Services and they live in Fort McMurray 
Alberta Adina became a very profciont typist 
tnd works as a secretary for Alberta Forestry 
oth Adina an Al ae vary active in youth work 
fang have opened thelr hams affon to foster 
thikren. Tey nave four children of thelr own 
Charlene Hinko of Stony Pain, Alberta; Brent 
ot Swan Hil Alberta Garth of Sarthead, Alb 
fa and Troy at ome in For MeMturay. 























Betty marrid Terry Wilson of Stettler, 
Atberta and they reside n Edmonton, They are 
both teachers, Terry isa guidance counselor 
And ely teaches graces four and five They 
‘Attnetime ofthiswriting here are two great 
grandchildren, Brandon Brent Huckins of Swan 
Fils and Benjamin Kelth Shenton of Avera, 


HANCIK, JOE FAMILY 
By Verona Hancik 


Joe came to Cansca from Hvozdnica 
Cczeshosiovakis when he was 26 yeers of age 
He came by ship whien landed im Montreal 
snd then avaled by train to Lacombe anving 
in July of 1928. There. a number of farmers 
had thelr names in atthe lang office 
ting hired men. Mr Loren Craig of Bentley 
picked Joe to work for him s0 this became 
Sow’ frst ome in Caiada an Loren and Net 
ie Craig taught hin his tst English words 
‘Gn May 14,1990, arrived Lacombe wth 
dur daughter.’ Giana, whe. was. nearly te 
tives weoks to get to Montreal, and then 
fnatner week by tain to where Joe vas Wark 
ing, 28 this also became our frst home in Ca 
nasa. and wero | learned my fist English 
‘Joe's main reason for coming here waste 
ne thisway a ite, eosaved 
Fis mongy and sent for us to jin him 
‘Atthatime, wages rire men wereS1.00| 
8 day in the summer and sometimes net that 
Truc in the winter. During harvest the wages 
were a itl tter. Most of the farming anda 
‘elling was doneby horses asconly afew armors 
had tractors or care 
Over tho noxt ten years Joe worked for 
many different tarmore end we lived at fe 
Gitorent places in the Bentay Forshee area 
‘worked slong with Joe and alweys our cream 
‘rast save money fora laceof eur own. Along 
‘nth eur working and moving we aaded four 
‘mate to our family, John, Annie, Helen and 
Rosie Filly we had enough money ora down 
payment ona quarter of and otha imbey area 
latich was owned by Mr. Woolger. We moved 
{here Io Maren of 1040 into's house that ha 
been built and used as geanary--Oa one of 


























the moving days, wo used horses and sleigh in 
the morning and had to emange to wagons in 
the alternoon as the sun had melt the snow, 
4 erase change betwoon morsing and even 
ing but spring has arives 

(On this quarto there were approx. 65 acres 
broke 80 wo spent many haro, back breaking 
hours cleaningtne esto ne land, besides tx 
lp the house and adding on aroom. The amy 
hea grown enough ow to help with root 
picking, chores, housekeeping ete. We then 
purchased one more quarter of and anafet hat 
Blour hard work nad been worth just have 
our awn home, 

(ier the years our ehildran went ta schoo! 
{at Conterviow, Chapel and Amboy. My memory 
‘ent very qood but some ofthe teacher | real 
fare Vivian Forsell ang Freda Werth at 
Centeriow, and’ Annie Digale, Margaret m- 
bey, Pylis Riceand Mrs. Galwellat Chapel For 
any heath problems we weet to Dr. Heney In 
Bentley and after the war, he practised In Le 

We lived an our frm from 1940 to 1974, 
‘Because of Joe's health and our age we reid 
to Fimbey whore we bought a home. We lived 
thore ford years bore Joe pasead away ine. 
91 1977. However | sil resige hore 

(ur daughter Ciona marred Stove Kiki in 
94 and hae 9 sone. John, Pat (mariod to 
Dubbio Ell and as a daughter) ane alan. They 
have lived most of their marred it in Alix 

(Our son John married Shirley Taylor in 

952. They have 2 sons and 3 daughters 

Carleen, Bop (marsied Doreen Paul and have 8 














204 


<aughters} Dick. Connieand Branda. They have 
Iie al oftheir marriea if inthe Rimboy aoa 

‘Annie marriag Ivan Houghton in 1982 and 
raved sons, Wetiy (marred to Dor Lagore) 
‘lim (married to Rebekah Soide) ana ail 
\marnedte Lorena MeNabb).Theyhevellvedan 
farm north of Rimbey for several years. 





Helen married Maurice DePauve in 1960 
Lee, Dean and Julie, They live just south of 

Rose resides in Michener Center in Res 

(Over the years our minds were mastly on| 
‘work as improvements came very slow sa the 
‘only breaks we 100k were school Christmas 
Concerts and plies anachurch on Sunday. We 
Stil found the language quite » barrier $0 
‘ccasionally would enjoy ast from people of 
‘ur own language. We Kept in touch with our 
patents and elatves by mai. butin nes years 
‘eve Bean here we nver went back fr a Visit 
hor nae anyone come over tom there. So at 
times, the tnoughts of family were stvong and 
Wwe. were very homesick but we found tat 
oping busy easee the pain, and pictures In 

Inthe later years we enjoyed golng to farm 
sales where Joe would bid 06 diferant things 

‘Our lf In Canada has been 2 Jot of hav 
‘ther people have experienced, but we had out 
fnloyable times too and | thank God every ay 
{hat we had the chance to come to this land of 











RANKING, €0 

Es Hankins marced Louisa Raymond in S 
Dakota and three children were Born the 
Erastus, George and Bonnie, 

“Tey came to Alberta by covered wagon in 
1901 and snatner daughter, rene. was born in 
1805. After farming fora number of years they 
‘moved to Banta, there they later both passed 
‘Sway and are buried in the Bentley Cemetery. 








HANKINS, WILLIAM SA. 
by Lester Hankins 

Wiliam Andrew Hankins andfamly cameto 

the Bentley area ftom Rapid Gay, 8 Oakota in 


4900 and were originally from Lincoln 

‘Drought and hard times in the Dakots 
tersitaries made homesteading n Canad [ook 
‘ery promising and good reports of langion the 
Wweat sige of Gul Lako, from his father-in-law, 
Tec him to choose that area. Lacombe was the 
nearest shiping point andthe family spent the 
fret right im the Lacombe Hotel Chates, the 
2:year 018, emembers seeing ducks swim 
‘ming inthe steet the next morning 

The family then consisted of Bll end his 
wite Alice, 1-yea" old Abner, Charles - 12, 
Emmet =8 and Eth 2 Lite il arivod July 
25th that summer. 

‘Aces parents welcomed them into their 
home nti log cabin could be bull on the 
homestead, NW. 16-49-15 Logs were plenatul 
flong the lake shore and neighbors were 
helpful Bil was a very good carpenter by race 
find soon the family were able ta move in 

Net came clearing and breaking the lana 
Fish wore plentifl in Gull Lake. Saskatoon, 
Srawbertes ang raspoerties were easly found 
nd small game helped supply the meat 

“Th Outetsenool was only amileancatalt 
away ang chureh services wero held each 
‘Sunday at Grandtather Raymona'shomo, witha 
plone lunch ator 

The nearest doctor was Or. Sharp in 
Lacombe and a mid-wite was usualy available 
for bins, 

“Two mare chléren completed the Hsnkine 
family, Ann was bom i 1902 ane Lester Roy in 
1008, Tragedy struck in 1919 when wite, ana 

Lis, th youngest isthe only one ti ving 

‘Abner Hanking married Zola Grown and 
they and their three children moved to 
Witton, Montana in 1918. Abner passed away 

‘Charias marie Ada Buekioy othe Haynes 
‘istrict and they lived Bentley. then on the 
home farm fora few years and then homes 
faded in the Valleyview area. They had one 
‘Saughter, Wava, Chaves ana Adalater movodto 
Dawson Crook, B.C. and Ada passed away in 
‘eet, Charles then vetumed fo. Alberta ang 
‘made his home with his daughter and son 
Taw Mr. and Mis. Bll Minks ofthe Faraway d= 
‘ret, north of Rocky Mountain House, unt ls 
‘deatn December 2, 1070 at the age of ninety 





fone. He had grandehiaren ana great grand- 
thilaren. He a oured Inthe Bentioy cametery 

Emmst married Kate Hunt and they had 
son, Emest and 9 daughters, Willa, Loretta anc 
Halen. The family aleo moved to Write in 
1918 and Emmet died thore 

ith marries Guy Palmer of Bentley, who 
She now tives with hee daugater,lona, there 





Albert was bor to Hans and Anoie Han 
his parents As ne grow up, ne ferme with nis 
fotke until his martiage to Olga Letawsky on 

‘ga was bom in Lamont, Albert, Sep- 
tember 7. 1913 and. shorty after finishing 
chao), she came to Bentiay to work for Clara 
Haatstad. Albert knew a good thing when he 
Saw it and didnt waste much timo in courting 

Within the next year they moved frm the 


















Aber an Oa Hansen on 
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ite ouse in Hane's yard to the fam they 
farm with hia dad and Olga kept busy garde 
ning, crocheting, sewing and generally help 
ing on the farm 

In May, 1940, they were blessed with a 
bay gil, Darlene, ard too yea later. in Ju 
Getoder. 1953, 

In 1954, about a year after the passing of 
Hana and Annie, Albert and ga bought the 
id Hangen farm ftom the estate and moved 

‘Over the years Albert developed various 
Interesta. nclading curing, coin eollacting. 
fahing, hunting, ee plating and harseshoes. 
He was a member ofthe Wheat Poo. the Shr 
ners, Hertloy Elks and Seed Growers Associa 

(lgats interests were pretty much 
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vacation nearly every year and they stil rem 
hisee about them with fiends who Rad accor 
paned thom, 

‘Gn November 30, 1968, Darlene, who by 
ils time was a registered nurs, marieg Norm 
‘Ashmead of Calgary They havo two daugh 
fers Kathloen, born December, 1971 and Kim= 
beri February 1978. At present the family 
lives In Sherwood Park 

‘On. November "2. 1968, on_mattied 
Donna Geisbrecht of Rimoey. This leas to Ae 
bort and Olgs moving to Bertie in December, 
1969, whore they spent the next several years 
builaing ther heme, which displays Alberts 
Carpentoting talents and prodveed & beaut ful 

By thls tie Bonnie had finished schoo! 
and collage and had becom a secretary. She 
is now working fora lawyer in Red Deer 

‘Moanwtile, Abert ana Ron continued to 
farm togetner Ron had purchased halt ofthe 
land and Albert was talking of complet rete 

fier ie tragle death of his parents In a 
car accident in Maren, 1976, Ron purchases 
{he remainder of the farm from dhe esate and 
thus the Fon and Donna Haneen tammy. con 
sting of Sherry, born August 26, 1978. Greg 
‘uly'2 1976 and Geatt January 2, 1978, reside 
‘on the original Hansen farm, four miles west of 
Bente. 

ia’ Dacember, 1975, shortly before their 
passing, Albert and Olga eelosfatod thor for. 
eth wedding anmvereary. with a eanquet and 
‘anca in the Bentley Community Hal It was 
Stened and enjoyed bya large numberof the 
fesidents of Beaty as well as fiends and = 
Istives from mies around, 





ANSEN, HANS AND CAMILLA 
‘By Harty & Hansen 


Hans Hansen was bom Oct 14, 1665, st 
Vestrskernimmge, island orn. les west of 
‘Stendborg. Several of his descondantssil ve 
there, in Pe Helndstrup ssticl, 5 miles nar 
‘west of Vesterskernimge. The names of some of 
these are Rasmus Christiansen, Thera Nelsen, 
fang Augusta Lund 

[atthe age of 16 Hans set sal for America, 
via Caps Hom, New Zealand, Australia, San 
Francisca, and onto Council Blut Iowa. After 
‘working for some time in New Zealand an Aus 





tralia ne got to Councl Buts about 1887. He 
went to work forthe Armaur Packing Company 
romana 

Camilla Hansen was bom at Karsback 
rmende Saeland, Denmark, neat Naestvod. The 
Rouse where ahs was born is one mie west of 
tho Lutheran Church. Camila came ciroct tO 
{Gounel Sluts In 1886, Both Hans ané Camila 
fad tends ang relatives in Councils. They 
mhot atthe Danish Brotherhood Lodge 

They were marred May 21888, spent some 
time inthe hotel business. andthen otal mest 
business, moving to Teeymor, 15 miles east of 
ounei Butts Here they opened a shop of nee 
Being openea upin Oklahoma he bought aqua 
ter soetion, 6 mies south east of Lawton, In 
180%, Seven af their children had been Born in 
fowa. Sela, Arthur Ee, Walter Flora Bob. and 
Harry. The Hansen spent 10 years taming In 
Guiahomna, raising carn, broom car, colton, 
mrelone, peanuts sweet potatoes, andrut Four 
Ininfaney, Ray, and Jim. They bul acomtora 
ble nome and sent the chidven to Woodlawn 

In 1910the country was flooded with PA 
propagancs about tree ana cheap land in A- 
Berta Hans fal for andinthefalot 1910 109k 
trp to alberta and bought the Hansen farm, 3 
Irles east of Bently, from Fred Nell, which 
tras the NE20-40-260'8 and trom Art Mit 
‘he the Wir fraction of 20-40-2844. This 
Sip of and hag been homestesded by Wr 
Wise and sol to Mitenel 
‘one ocupied by Netles mas the fist frame 
fuse. betwoon Bentley and Lacombe. We 
moved the two houses together ad mace a 
Comfortable. six room house, no. bathvoor, 
Featod by wood stoves, water rom thewall and 
Kerosene lamp: twas the 35th of March 917, 
linen the fist contingent af Hansens arved by 
Immigrant rain. Theres Camila, Artur, Flora 
hima. Fay and Jim, came tne ist part of May 
by passenger tain tela had married George 
Guabelka and cid not come 19 Canada unt 
1913 

Hans and Camila spent seven years farm 
ing the place. Thoy were prosperous years a8 
the Fist World War came On. Hane had bought 
{atl at $25.00 a head ana by 1918 the price of 
those same cat was $100.00. Half the coun 
try ween fenced and Hans could range his ca 





























sts pea wine bing nde tho super 
‘Thorp put in Delco plant and wired the house 
for olecvcty. There was also a water pressure 
Systom for a bathroom and ttenen. Jim, the 
Youngestotthe family, was theonly oneat nome 

Hane and Camila ved inthis house for 17 
years, the longest thay had eve lived anyarere. 
‘They wore completely retired ané maintained 
‘Goad health, surrounded by mechan, and 
Srancohlaren 
south, sold his farm to Ete Mcvachian and 
oughta fay large house at Abbotsford, B.C 
Thinring thatthe old folks were getting f00 ld 
and feeb tobe living alone, ne vited ther 10 
ome and stay with tim st Abbotstors. They 
focopted tis afar and onee again CF Damron 
‘mobile, a fow cattle and some sheep. 

Thay spent the winter of 194 with Eds anc 
In tne summer of 1945 they went to Pontcton 
tanere their daughter, Flora, (ts. Len Beddoes, 
Se} lived an Argyle Stost, They spant some 
years with Flora andLen. They Ikea tho climate 
“and decided to eet up a placeoftheirawn again 
‘They bough! a small Rouse on Martin Street 
Wie tving there thay celebrated soir 6% 
wwodding anniversary. Quite a gathering ofthe 
Came on they Began ta get move feeble and 
Fealized they could not carey 09 much ionger 
They applied for admittance ta the Danish 
Brothemnaod Lodge, called Danis, at Bumaby. 
LG. They were accepted ang once again sold 


























cases, and made heir last move, They enjoyed 
te lodge and were qute wel ookee ater dut- 
Hans passed away Dec 9, 1852 just shony 
ator his 88m birthday. Camila passed away 
November, 1953, at 8 years. They areboth bur 
id in the Forest Lawn Cemetery Memoral Park 
in Burnaby, 8. 
Book” at the Lacombe and Bentley libraries 








THE CHILOREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF 
HANS AND CAMILLA HANSEN 


‘These 11 children of Hans and Camila 
angen came to Albert with thei parents in 

‘STELLA was bormin 1880 st Counc Blut 
lowa, Sha marred George Cabaika in 1908 and 
Came io Albertain 1918, They restedtour afer 
nt farms in the Bentley dere, the fast one 
Seing the Hansen form east ot Bentley. While 
farming hera from 1948 o 1923they bought ine 
Evctae40-1-W.5, which became ther nome 
for ine next 85 years, Ther enldren are Louis 
Cabelka, Agnes Moore, and Helen Boranek of 
the Bemtioy district At present Stla is atthe 
Uscombe Nursing Home. aged92. Her hasbang, 
George, paseed away In 1955, 

"ARTHUR was born at Council Sluts a 
1296, went fo seneol In lowa ane Oxiahoma 
Came to Bentiey in 1811 His jo was dv 
ing livery team for John Fortune of Lacombe. 
He tied an a homestead in the Blut area, 
‘orth of Rimbey. Helter wert ito tho whote- 
Sate meat business, clvering to raload 
Smps ano jumber camps. In October, 1935, 
fthur with several ether mon fom the ral 
oad camps west of Eckvle, enlisted in the 
Canadian army. lo tho spring of 1818 he was 
Inthe thick ofthe Batt of te Marne where 
erate He was back nthe frontlines again in 
{a17. He ied of waunde received in the Bate 
OF Vinny Ridge, a Yow miles om Arras, France, 

EBD was born In TBD), went fo schoal in 
Jowa and Oklahoma. immigrated to Alberta in 
ome of the neighbors, He returned to Ota 
oma in 1942 and back to Alberta in 1974. He 
Spent 1815 ith Free Stovens, quaing tourists in 
the mountain waet of Nordegg, Ths wasall by 
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skllad men, Most ofhis customers wore wealthy 
man from New York and Chleago snd some 
times England and Europe Eaamet AnnieCnn 
ftansen daughtor of & Scanginawan family 
tino ploneerea south west of Bontley. Thoy 




















i. naar the Birch Lake School. In 1978 he 
ght the O 8. Moore farm, south ent of Ber 
fy, now owes by Josh Wilkins, Ead fatmea 








i land “nl 1865, men he sold 10 Ere 
rnlan, Ede, with Ane sn two youngest 
tract on the outsits of town. He spent 
years building nouses and seling ft. 
the Eagles 

ad was marred to Mrs. Evalyn 
lary £40 and Evy en 
boys ate Harold of Everett, Wash, Abbie of 
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Granite Fala, 
fand Orie of 
WALTER wi 





Donald of Red Door, Alta 
rt, Wash 

‘born in 1683 at Count 
Blut lowa, went 10 school in fowa and Ohla- 
oma, He uitsenaolst 14 and went to work for 
helghbors or eame nome for threshing ar eotton 
picking time. He was aboard heimmigrant train 
tien the move wes made to Alberta One of hie 
frst Jobs In Alberta was for Rat ison inthe 
tacktah Lake district, eoutn west of Lacombe 
He wes a well known baseball player around 
Rainy Creek and Bentey, withthe Whitesell and 
{heNeloon boys. The foam was called he Rab- 
he married Mildred Fisher ofthe Cive astct 
enjoying Gull ake. Part ofthe winter was spent 
at Misrod's parents That sping they moved 
Hansen's farm bythe Birch Lake Schoo! When 
‘moved onto the Hensen property. He ltar 
ought this farm rom hs dad Thisplace nad a 





























over. The US. entered the frst World Wa in 
4817, Bow's ship, the creasnaught "South Car 
aiina’, which Rad sailed the Pacific between 
California ana the Orient, sow became a troop 
farie between New York and Havre, France, 
Ths provides plenty of thls and narrow os 
capes from submarines. When ne’ wat mus 
fered out n 1819 he commented thatthe navy 
was a hell of away to see the word 

‘Winen Bob wae mustered out ofthe navy he 
‘went to work at Everett Wash, where the amy 
‘ea ving atthe time, ist ata sami fortwo 
months. ang then atthe anit company for & 
Year. He then went to the Everett Pulp Paper 
‘Company, where Pe spent th rast of his work 
ing days ae miwright, retiring at age 6. 

Bob marred Jesse Burk in 1021 They hada 
famiy of sh Burkley (Anderson), 1925, Trey 
ar, 1926; Robert, 197; Camila (John Haack) 
1998; Mary (Halverson) 1982, Sare (Brennic) 
Margaret Whelm),aoster chia, 1949. They all 
lve inthe Evert vicinity. Jesse passed away 
‘over! yearea90, ae did.JohnHaack Bobs ina 
home at Monroe, Wash, a few miss from 

TARRY was bom April 7, 1809, at Traynor 
towa. He wont to school in Oklahoma. and 
ttwough the Gul Lake Sehoo! where hefinished 
his Grage 9, He immigrated to Alberta with his 
Batenis ia 1911 and worked on the farm unt 
18, when they had hor sale. went alongwith 
them to Evoret, Wash, spont one and a hal 
years at ditterent jobs, mosty st Great Northorn 
Uscomative shops. In 1820 | was back on the 
farm working for George Cabelka. Again in 
1922, when George let me seed 20 ares of oats 
‘as wellasheiphim on the farm. He hacbougnta 
hal section one mie south west ofthe Hansen 
farm. lente the farm in 1928 ane George and 
Sella moved to their now home. | bought sik 
head of noraes and sent to Eatone for harness 
ought some old machinery, and borrowed 
Some rom Ea whe ved amie south: and trom 
George Cabelka, and set in forthe tong pull 

‘Actually this farm hasbeen my home for 71 
piace We either like tn country or the people. 
rth 

T marred Edna Pico Feb. 11, 1924, and | 
most say that she has more staying qvaiies 
{han | hava, Sha anjoys he lowers, hee garden, 
‘lube and bands, Sines retirement | rave to get 
Song mith gol and curing, 
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Wellved intnecldaixroomechouse my dad 
yaa put together in 1811. unt 1989 when we 
Dut the house we now vein Atte rening the 
farm forfour years we boughtitin 1228 We gota 
{air startin the twontios but slowed up in the 
‘Hungry Thies” Wo farmed with horses unt 
1936, when | ough the tractor. and | bought 
ny own separator. usedthi until 7952, when | 
aught my frat combine. In 1945 | Bulk 8 new 
dairy barn and soid mit 1g the condenser. At 
the zame time wewere building upancenerdot 
regjstored shorthorn cate. We produced ax 
many 28 200hags year, ana lock of 100 ewes, 
lus turkeys and enickans. Weraised fami of 
fivo children who must have remembered the 
hard ife-on the frm asa of them Ive towns 
dries, One smart ining we cia was io buy the 
‘west actions of sections 21 and 28. Ths and 
We cleared and pastured from 1806 to 1859, 
When we sold it fo the Provincial Park Board 
“The now park occupies this land 

‘We vtied in 1968 when I was 65. CF and 
Dick Damon auctioned off our machinery. A 
Yyoar later we gold our herd of shortnomns We 
Tented the land to Alan Cox and ister to Don 
‘len, who farms itnow Ourfamlyiseompriad 
lof two Boye and three girls, a fllows 

‘CALVIN. bom March 4, 1995, nBentey. He 
amended Gull Lake School, and Bentlay and 
{Lacombe High Sehools. He spent a yea tthe 
University of Alberta to gota teacher's cert 
at, taught east of Bowden for one term han 
went Back to university fortwo years Hs than 
took two yoars ‘tthe Unversity of British Co 
lb and graduated witha degre in mechan 
falengineering. Hawentto work at Samia, Ot 
thento Vancowwer, Portland, Ore, and onto Los 
Angeles, whore pe joined the Shell OilCo. Aller 
40 years in Lot Angeles he was tansterred 10 
Houston, Texas, whoro hols projet engineer, 
looking forwara to retirement 

‘GRACE Tharou. Read her own story in the 
Bentloy History, 

BILL, born May 17, 1994, attended Gull 
Lake School, anéBentioy High Graduatedfom 
Olds Agriculture College, went four yes tone 
University of Alberta, received a diploma In 
chemical engineering, worked at Black Dia- 
mond, Red Water and onto the Head Otfice ot 
{he Conservation Board in Calgary. On July 2 
1988, Bl marriea Dawn Granger, whose par” 
ont ive in Edmonton (Alan Heon Granger 
Bil and Dawn's fst home was in Black De 
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partment. Here a perfect story ended. On Fe. 
45 1989, Sil died suddenly and unexpected of 
2 cerebral hemormhage. The daughter, Nove, 
tuo was ona year oldat ihe ime of B's deaths 
how attending University in Edmonton. Dawn 
Imarvied Ivor Parker in 1972. They have jst 
‘moved into beautiful nw home onan acreage 
Forth west of Galgary, about 10 mies rom the 
ey. ‘oun up daughter and son 
karen ‘We are happy to consider 
them all as members of our fami. 

"AUDREY was born Oct 10,1909, educates 

I Lake Sehool and Bentley oh 

Years of educational the University of Alborta 
taught at Boney, Geko, Rmboy, Slave Lake, 
fn now at Wolaskiwin. Ducing her spare te 
‘ho attended university and nas her B.A. She 
tmarfied ay Burton, on of Jeckans lian Bo 


fo the ttn of July, 1960. Tir fst home was @ 
Suite in Lacombe, Then a house in Sprucevile 
fistrit, and again 






isin, Tey both workedat each ofthese paces, 
Roy a 2 carponter, elevator man. ana tuck 
Grver. Ausrey was tways teaching Ray's ow 
‘tha firm seling motor homes, tales and 
foreign cars When not selling he works in the 
‘hop. Audrey and Ray have ‘wo boys, Mark 
find one git, Shelly. 17. Mark 

8 menutacturing plant In Wetask 

fe goes ta University Shelly 9 em 
MARLENE. born Dec 
flamentaty and high school al Bentley, where 


3 eros belweon a naroughered 
fe ditriet 
tsi ion ha igre, Aor gras 
Deer Sho graduate 
pring of 1962, Her 
flaw ofico Lacomba. She 


Iater went to Edmonton and joined the ci 
vice, working forthe school forthe deat Whioin 
Evelyn Huse. Marlene and Don were mariodin 
Fed Deer July 41964. Einar Muse. one time 
principal ofthe Lacombe Elementary Schools 
now retired and ving in Lacombe, They have 
‘ice cotage et Gl Laka, whion ecften samy 
‘athering place, Don and Marion's fist nome 
vias in Eomonton, In 1969 they moved to Ca 
Gary, where they have a betula spacious 
ome on Palser Ore, Don is industrial actos 
Sor for Shell Ol Company. Marlene works at 
bic git for the Lous lel Sehool, They nave 
{wo ehidren, Michelle. 12, ang Michae 8 

WILMA (jattalny. born June 12,1902, the 
eighth child of Hans and Camila Hansen, in 
Gkianoma, and came to Alberta in 1911, She 
fttendea Gul Lake Seno and graduated trom 
Everett High in Washington State, She maricd 
Sig Hisllain Now. 8.1920. They lived at 
lingham, Wash or slmost 0 years, At present 
they vega sal farm near Ferndale ang aise 
face horses for ahobby. Sig was mayor of Bt 
Ingham rom 1951101956, Sig ana Wiima raised 
four chilven, Wiliam, born 1922; died 1960 
Geraldine (OBrien): Wayne, born July, 1826 
‘ied 1087; and Ranala, nom 1801 

PAUL born Merch 28,1908 died in inan 
cy, buried in Flower Mound Cemetery at Law 
tos, Oklahoma, 

RAYMOND, barn Oct. 8, 1805in Oklehoms, 
attended Gal Lake Schoo, and graduated trom 
‘ington High at Arington, Wash, He martied 
Marie Anderson in 1928. Ray worked fr more 
than a5 yearsinthe otic of the verett Pulp and 
Paper Compary. They hatwo daughters Jean 
(Petersen) and Anta (Britain). Marie an ay- 
‘mand passea eway some years ago 

“ik bom Jan 28, 1930, n Okishome, went 
to school atthe Gull Lake School andthe Tosh 
‘ica! Cologe in Calgary. While ving with is 
erents in the late 208. Jim put up @ suitable 
Bllaing on the N.W. 21-40-28-%.4 and went 
Into the garage and farm implement busines. 
This operated unt 1899 He went te Everett, 
Wash and worked Tor Baysige and Sumners 
tron Works as a machinist and welder He later 
became a licensed electrician, doing contact 
workin Everett and Sento. Jim marred Kath 
own 1983, arnt, 7898; Gorte(MeEloy) 1837 
‘Joan (Galinger) 1269, who were al Born In 
Bentley. Jim and Kate sold their house, shop 
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‘ana contents in 1998, when they moved to We: 
Shington Jim and Katernow lve inretirementon 
{Camano isiana In Puget Soune. Thay come to 
‘lberta to vis alae! ance 8 year 

For more. detailed history see the 
Hansons™ by Harry Hansen, et Lacombe and 
Bentley libraries. 


HANSEN, HANS PETER AND ANNIE 
By the family 


Hans Peter Hansen was born in 1880 at Lan 
clans, Denmark and emigrated to lowa, USA 
in 1900, Later he moved to Seat, wire he 
anda partner, Gus Rasmussen, started the 
‘Wonder Bakery", which esl In operation in 

‘Annie Katherine Olgon was also bom in 
DOermark in #881 and atthe ago of two yeas, 
fame with her family to. Omaha, Nebraska, 
She later moved to Seat, wheee sho met and 
marted Hang in 1907. In 1908.8 son, Alert 
‘was born and then a daughter, Laura Kathor- 
nein 1810, 

Th 1811, duo to Me, Henaen's neath tho 
couple, wih ther wo children, let Seatie to 
Sete in the Stophenson Sehaol strc, four 
miles west of Beniey. Iwas a great change 
{or Anni to move from her new home in Set 
tie to a fog house in Canada Here, later tat 
summer, Degmar was born and in tne ensuing 
Yyoars three more daughters wore added tothe 
famiy - Julia in 1913, Uh in 1916 and Marie 
in 1918. Hans naa his heart set on second 
‘on, but Anni anid "Hana this is enough half @ 
‘dozen, no moral” So Hans never did et his 
‘ther son and Albert sured his youth with 
five astrs 

In 1828 the Hansen bult a large nome on 
the ste ofthe log cabin, i boasted auch things 
a5 fepiace, electric lights (Delea pant) and 
Annie's pride and joy ~a bathroom with run 
hing water and a nuge porcelain tub. 

‘One. night Han, Annie and the temily 
were os thei way home from Bentley in ato 
Featil rainstorm and were unable to. get up 
the steep Stephenson hil Hane was tuck He 
had: Annie got aut to push and they finaly 
image the crest of th hill Hana continued 10 
rive Nome. forgetting Annie. When he drove 
Into the yard ho said to the scared chilarn 
“wnere’s you mother” Needs to eay, Hane 
ian earn any Brownie pointe that ay. 

Hans and Annie lives on the farm unt 









































thelr passing. Annia passes away January 23, 
his life in a car accident September 2, 195. 

‘Albert married Oiga Letewsky of Lamont 
December 5, 1935 and hy had ove son, Ro 
nal, and two daughters, Darin ané Bonnie. 
Abert and Olga 1st thelr Ives na car acc 
Gent while returning home trom 8 winter Ro- 
day in Phoonix in March Of 1878, 

uring hie residence in the Bentley dis 
fret Hane was very active in community and 
‘municipal fare He was an early member of 
the UPA. and very interested ip the Socal 
Great government Promier Abernert was en 
tertained at the Hansen nome and many large 
poltical meetings wore hosted athe farm. He 
tras a member of he Bentley Els, the Alberts 
Mites! Poo! and was Weed Inepector for the 
MD. of Lome thom 1929 to 1845. During this 
voeste and the Lacombe Giobe dealing with 

Being very dedicated to education for 
yout, Hans served as trustee on the Board 
Of Stephenson Seno for many years and at 
‘oe time, when the school was closed for lack 
‘ren, with ther desks and Books, and enroliog 


thom inthe Sunset Hil sene0l, making the in 
inthe hob sleigh toe a day. 

THe was 8 very ardent and dedicated cur 
les enjoying the gome throughout hs ie, 

‘inne Being sity rated, began he Ife on 
the farm wih emazing adapiabity and inger= 
Uy. She made all ner own cloths as well a5 
‘complete wararebes for hor family. The eh 
Gren wall remember their mother staying Up 
Plt me night #0 make all the Christmas is 
for ha family, soch ag dolls and thir lothng. 
they alsa remember playing “Peeping Toms 
veile Annie painted eggs for Easter and made 
Easter gifts ‘Sho was an ardent gardaner and 
opt a Soautiul yard and garden, Her hecge of 
peonies was jy to see and people came for 
many mies to ge a bouquet and have a vst 

anes knowledge of cake decorating 
tram his Bakery experience, a9 pul ta good 
Use ane, with Annie’ help, many beaut 
‘wedging, anniversary and birthday cakes wore 
‘made for special occasions 

aura marred Allred Leiske of Bentiey 
December 20, 1982. Aires passed away May 
16,1977 ane Laura resiges in Calgary 

(Dagmar married Emest Preddy of Tb 
re, Sask, June 1, 1912. They have @ son 
Fichara, and a daughter, Margaret. 

















August 3,"1842. Their family consisted of 8 
daughter, Csrol, and a son, Robert Albert 
passed away in 1966 and ober! on May 8 
Lah married Lawrence Hunter of Syvan 
Lake, November 12.1996. They have. two 
daughters, Gayle and Laurie, and Lish ang 
Linens make their home in Stratamore 
Mario marfied Foy Walton of Bowden on 
Juty'20, 1943 an they Hive onthe farm a ow 
‘en. They have eaughter, Coleen, anda 
The original Hansen farm Is now owned 
by Albert and Olgas son, Ronale, and family 








HAWKINGS, FE 
By Edgar Hawkings 

1808 FE. Hawkings, better known as Frank 
camo trom Somerset, England to Carberry, Ma 
fitaba. He worked on the CPA. untihe got his 
‘teem ticket He pumped water for he trains for 
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fourtean years, stating at Brooks, He was the 
nly white man dre at that time, 
1806" He married Esther Johnston of Car 
berry, Manitoba where shewas born and raged 
‘They moved to ving, Alberta Twas barn there 
‘Then we moved to Stobart, four miles west of 
across the Blackfoot Inglan Reserve from the 
He bought langat Shoulice, Alberta, When 
Mother saw it she said, "What, no tees? 
1917" Dad came to Bontiy and liked the 
Blindman Valley. He sal, "The grass ie knee 
high and buttarmik and washings ate running 
down the ctch  quartr of a mile trom the 
‘creamery. andtnare's enough firewood for alte 
lime” So ne Bought Section 23-81-25 tom @ 
Mr Bally. There hag beon 11 scree broke 
which was growing tees again. No bulgings 
1819 Dad and! started out with wo wagons 
and eight head of horses, We made fin 8 
‘rangemen's Band, Thay struck up & tune by 
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the Royal Bank that mace my team shy and 
fun along the sisewalk I thought the rack was 
going to take the front out at those stares. 
There was a plow, horse-feed, and elt of th 
ings int. When we got Yo Beniley many ams 
were digging the basement for the Co-op sto- 
re. Holmes have the store now. er Wiliams 
fn "Dad Wiese were Buling the place Wine 
has row. in 1917, te Co-op store was north 
Of where the Community Hal fs now. I bur 
rab 

‘We built a house, broke 11 aor and aid 
‘some fencing. Went back to Glelchen, came 
Back in the 1973 Model T- Made tin one day 

‘We went to Bentley the next cay and it 
started t0 rain when we got there. rained til 
‘ening Dad boughta Deering mower and rake 
from Paul and Russ Garres (ho rake cost $60) 
‘Werlet the wagon at Mekiligan's | got two 
Says ater 

in September, mother and six ehllren 
‘came to Calgary overnight She hednt been 
here before Next day we came outto Bentley at 
fabout& pm. on the Wain (eng ofthe ra). I went 
{othe very bar ane the man sal his tear was 
‘moving dirt. but his wit would’be back withthe 
‘ar They came after supper He had fo put the 
top down to get all our belongings and us into 
the Model‘. Hie wife has to walk nome 

Worita cow-beast north of Mr. Slaughter’ 
The man pulled the fender out of the front 
wheet™"Sure hope my wita don't see tha, i's 
herear” We got to tha Pl ast of Contrevew. 
Wanted him totae the detour, hes "Well go 
Shraight up The clutch qui hallway up, 80 














wwe walked up, Wit afew matches fr light he 
‘got tightened, There yas just wall rom the 
Shore’ place around through Charles 
Brown's place 

1920. Tho tain gat through o Rimboy. 

“They tied an electric eat would step and 
they would open an close gates where there 
vas sock in the els. 

1922. That fal a s00n as there was sleigh 
ing, dag and Bil Ingram mauled tnetbridgemate- 
fal trom Forshee. The bridge was bull that 
‘winter Harry Spain's foam pulls the 2-1on 
‘weight up in the pile arive. Twenty-tnee years 
let tne same man that was foreman before, 
Side (Ericson wa his name), Sute some afer: 
fence with a power pie river. 

1900 Mr and Mra. Bert Willams started @ 
Store. They nag lot of useful tings fora begi 
hing farmers gas in arom measured out n 
a gallon mesaure. This was at Larson Siding oF 
How Forshee Got Its Name 

‘Jee Montgomery's young niece and hus 
band fom ireland stayed at Joe's piace a few 
Gays. The mustang wae walking to thestore an 
Me. Fred elleworth gave him a de. 

Fred asked him where he was going. His 
reply was "To shop forshe” Mr Ellsworth got 
tt-Prod was aot 9! fun. We had to see.ourown 
Jokes howe days-mnere was no TV. 

Soltwas talked eround, andthe railroad put 
upa ite station with FORSHEE on each end 
See122, Aman by the name. ol Philip 
ought grain angioadeait with aportabl elo 



































ack row oR Er; Ed Edun, Eu, Eon, Eres, ner 
oR Grace ston Fate, Mather Eth, Ae 





tor, He ved at Aspen Beach, 
3823 UGG built an etvator, Glen Willams 
was the fst grain buyer 

Y330 Ambrose Montaibet started by build 
Ing a bloger store at Forces, 

18347" Ambrose had the Forshee postoftce. 
Wie missed Wir. and Mrs Montalbeft when thay 
loft 30 yours later. She grew lot of flowers 
‘Ambrose hed his ralrosd manner. 

‘One day | went in ang he had a drummer 
(salesman) Botherng him. Ambrose ang hag 8 
fot of fin aboot it being colder in the Valley 

“Ambrose sais, Well Edgar, how fst up in 
the banana belt?” 

Tsai, "Ten degrees warmer than down 

He made ike he was going to jump over the 
counter and tnt drummer lft ight now! How 
‘Ambrose laughes, 

1999. We rade ogg for grocories~8¢ ado 

‘Montabetts picked up our cream (Spe- 
cial ~ butterfat 18 a pound) twice a week and 
hauled it to thelr creamery at Bltton, and 

Pictures were shown in the west side of 
Wilam's Balding. Mra, Ell payed the plano 
between ress, Mr Els was killed in the west 
Dutt He was standing on a load of lumber: the 
fond came off the neckeyoke ana he fll of 
1939." Joo Monigomarys crop was so many 
galons to the are, He got into troubieand went 
to College (ashe ealed i) Then ne grew about 
fn tee of ¢nobarb, That winter dad poked ua 
hitchhiker on ur way to Bentley; he sais he 
‘was from B.C. and we soon knew who he hae 
Visted. Dad akea him how Joe's éhubarb da 
Notas good as last year" he sal. A tow dys 
lator dad was atthe sation in Bentlay when Mr 
Hergott got s message trom the agent 9 La 
come. “Tat 0x of Books trom Montgomery 
to BC Is leaking, Shouts I report it? 

Mi. Hergott sad, "No ship we need the 
$919 The Buck Lake Teal 

“The litle outlet west of Bantley was only 
used in ty weather So te way o ga north was 
thvough the big outlet. north to Bert De Groffs 
nortneast comer. then north west through tne 
bush to the spring at Ralph Mowsrays then 
own to the west quater of Reg Snow's, and 

The only part ett now is from Forshee to 
imbay. 
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Triplets had a stopping house where Ea 
Sawyer Ives no 


HAWKINGS, JOHN € AND HELEN 


John Hawings (known 9s Duke to iends 
since way back wen) was born at Bently in 
1921 Hegrewupantne farm inthe Forshee area 
and was the youngest af seven brothers, with 
four sisters, He attended rua school t Cane 

Later he joined the R.C.AF in Calgary and 
was posted to Onto for taining, While there, 
the met hi future wit, Helen Terry, of Aiton, 
(Ontario. Hespent the romainger ofthe war years 
overseas in Europe and Aiea. AterV.E Day he 
fetumed t0 Ontario, where ne and Helen were 
‘marred in July, 1948 

“afler Duke's alscharge trom the RAF. 
they returned to Forenes area and bought the 
Ese 144-25, where they have lived since, wih 
the exception of a couple of years in the oi 
patch 

olen and Duke have four children and 
‘ight grandehilon to tis date: Garbara (rs, 
Edwin Olsen, whose husbandisthe principal ot 
the oe igh school and they have Wo 
thllren, Rick and Rhonda, Linda (Ms. Dale 
Hatala) who live on @ ferm twa miles west of 
Rimbey and nave tree chilaren, Tracey, Shawn 
land Tamy Betty (Mrs. Patck McCarron) 
Srnese husband isn construction business in 
Fosky Mountain House and they nave three 
aughtors, Loma, Trudy and Carmen and Jack, 
‘wha is curry serving his 6th yeer with the 
RCMP. in British Columbia, 











HENAN JAMES RUSSELL 

‘Russa’ Heenan of Wardovila, Ontario 
‘came west with is father James A. Heenan In 
4902. They came by vain withallof her posses 
sons londed ina bow car atl, fed, house 
hold) turnshings and two bitd dogs. Mrs 
Heenan, Russo's stepmother rode on the 
‘same tain but father and son stayed in the 
0x ea to 100k ater the stock 

(On arriving at Blacktlds thoy wore met by 
brother Bill (Wn. A) Hegnan ane thet home 
was established west of Blackaids, south ofthe 
Biackflds road, 

Fussell was 14 years old at this time and 
stayed with his father and stepmother. helping 
‘them with chores at home andor thee neigh 
ours, the Rube Randojphs and’ Sheldon 
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Michels. He aso told of walking to the Wi 
Senmict home to keep fires going the day ha 
Will and Dolly were marred, a bitor day in 
January. 

‘When he wes sixteen he went to work ona 
bridge crew, whose. foreman. wes. Lock) 
Kennedy of Red Deer, His brother ll also 
‘worued on this exw. A shor time after going to 
‘work, their cook felt them and Russell was 
‘acted to take over the cooking. With no expe 
fence and ite help his must hae been Tun 
bt thanks to @ kind Rearted farm lady who 
lived rer tne campsite, Fussell was soon bak 
ing tir own bread, making pios ané doug 
huts, nlc in later years he tmoght his dau 

‘About 2 yeare later his father ced and bot 
‘gone came nome. At that time Sil ang Russell, 
‘decided to buy a store InSyivenLake Not being 
f very busy town at that time Ruel etartod 
hauling supplies trom Red Baer for ther store 
tnd other businesses. He also delivered mal 
tiong the Burnt Lake Tral from Red Deer to 
Rocky, stopping over at Syvan Lake, when the 
Fegular mailman was il ane winter 

‘About this time hem Louis Blanche Coy, 
wo came from Soutn Dakota with her parents 
{ind 4 younger brothers and sister (our older 
‘ones staying in South Dakota), They weremar- 
fied and in 913, the yer Svan Lake became a 
‘lag, theirson Ruseell Wayne was bom.- One 
‘tthe fiat babies born inthe Vilage of Syvan 

“The Heonan store was sold and Bill wont 
back tothe farm and Russal stayed In Syvan. 
Duling a two storey fame stractura to Rouse 
{arr grocery Is today. Frank Bardwell was the 
people tom miles aroun. 

‘Winn war was eclared, Russell sold hs 
business and let fr Calgary with intentions of 
fnlsting, but an army Ite was not to be. He 
‘normed for Pat Bure na mest packing pant for 
Sometime, buthagachanceto go runtheBriso 
farm southeast of Calgary and later workod for 
dy Brown oar Three Hills ane then back tO 
‘Sylvan whore Edmuna Rosse had started the 

Rosso” Store. He worked here unt de Rosse 
came out rom France with wife anf 
help withthe store 

in 't919 a daughter, Elsie Blanche, was 
born and inthe speing of 1820 the move was 

















‘made on to their own farm, north of Syvan 
Lake inthe Cart Schoo! District where both 

‘Russell was a member of the school boar 
for a numberof yoars ana was aie below in 
farm co-operatives, He wes ane of the original 
mmombere ofthe Alberta Wheat Poo. 

‘Some of their neighbours in these eaty 
days worethe Oey Austins the Tom Bigamson 
thenorin snore of Syivan Lake, ang Angew an 
Ein Bigam just totho Eastof thom, angMutray 
fand aura Bigam. leo the Parkinsons, Nelsons, 
fand the Carts, and Captain lames and his 

Many wonderul times were hada tho Car 
sit gonao! houee with Christmas Concerts, Pie 
Social, Amateur concerts, and Box Socal, to 
name a few. The Lasies Ald of the Unies 
Churn, the UFWA'- United Farm Women of 
Nibeta, = snd other organizations kept the 
{fonool house buey mth many forms of enter 
finment. When the lee tink was Bult there 
wean a skating party every Saturday night ane 
the Young Peoples group meetings on Wed 
nesday night must nat be forgotten 

"Young people grow up and in 1942 Fussell 
Wayne Htoenan was marted to Marjorie House 
ff Gleicher and in 1948 Elsie was married to 
‘Jack Goodey of Red Dee. 

“The Heenan's maved from the farm to be 
nearor town and in 1960 they moved to Send St. 
‘West in Syvan where thoy remained unt Ms. 
HHoonan passed away in 1008, At hat tie Pus 
Sell moved to the Lodge and was there nearly § 
{ears and then afer a sight stroke, spent his 
Femaining years inthe Red Deer Nursing Homo. 
He pasced away in 1879 in his 90th year 

Fusgol Wayne Heenan after sorving 25 ye 
ars with the C.PAL is etir and ving In Ca 
gry with his wile. They have fwo children 
Marwyn Elen, mariedte Ed Fisher who s soon 
tabe relied irom an army career. Tey lve nest 
Esmonton ang have children. Cindy attending 
University, Pedey rcortl joined he RCMP. 
Sondra ana Jt n high choo! 

(Garry Vieyne Heenan, 8 heavy duty me 
cnanie working for White Trucks In Calgary, 
Inarred Joanne Morrison end they have two 
Tite gins, Shannon and Robyn 

sia Blanche and John Arthur Goody had 
tour eniaren 
him at home running a trucking business. 

Bonnie, Mrs. Relph Oowler of Benalo Farm 
‘Supplies have two children Colin and Cheryl. 











Jerry marted ta Dab Walker have two boys 
Dalo and Davi. Jerry isa carpenter by wade 
Linda passod away at ago 151975. 


HENAN, WILLIAM 

By Sara Care 
Witham Andrew (Bil) Heenan was born in 
1877 an ws ralsed on farm near Wardle 
Ontario. inhis teers he wentrortn tothe Lakeot 
tho Woods every wintr t0 work in lumber 
‘amps. He enjoyed the work of lumber jack 
tnd always remembered twith pleasure 

Later ne came west withthe narvest crews 
and about 1800 caroas fr as southern Alber 
tna harvest excursion. Since there wera few 
threshing machines, each machine had slong 
Fur, moving from place to place unt nearly 
CChistmas time. Later he jinod a broge build 
Ing crew ana worked his way novth to Black- 
falde. The late Oscar Hedemar« was bridge 
foreman a that time. Bil took a homestead By 
the Blindman River in 1002 and oult a Wo- 
‘lore log house Hetraded thishomestesa fora 
‘lore business in Sylvan Lake, which he opar- 
‘lod Yor many years During histme emariag 
Elzabeth (Lisle) Hazel, andthey had adaugh 
ter, Sara, who is now Mia, Archi@ Carlyle, who 
Fesloes west of Blacktlds, 

‘About 1916, he raged the store business or 
an unimproved hal seston nha Agpelun da 
trict E, 13-20-75 and the first summer was 
fpontin tents, Ae well asthe house tnt thers 
was & storage tent ont forthe horses, one for 
the cows and anather for he chiens. Bofore 
lwiter slog barn was resdy, house purchased 
4nd moved onto the farm and made liveable, 

Me. Heenan slways admires good horse 
land took prige in raising and working ood 
horses, He fet they were a big improvement 
over the oxen of his homesteading days. For 
Several years he had 2 mules which he worked 
‘along with Rorses on a sbeharse out. While 
‘working themules he neverhedtacarry awaten 
‘2 thoy always knew wen 
brayed eagerly on the homeward stretch ofthe 
foi 

After Mis. Heenan led in 1939, Bil con 
tinued to farm fora few yours and then ld the 
farm to Me 8 Mrs. 4.0. Vansiyke ard moved to 
Keloue. He died ther in 1955 andi buried in 
the Bentley Cemetary. Lavern Park now resides 
‘onthe farm, 
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HEISTAD, JOSEPH 


| was barn at Foreton, Minnesota in 1902 
and came to Dorms, Alberta with my parents 
and family in 1812. My parents had come from 
Norway to Minnesota in the tate 1890's. 

We farmed at Dornioe a ew yearend thn 
we sold out and moved to Edborg and bought 
nother farm. Besides going to school, my old- 
851 brother and | rapped and skinned muskrats 
ne sold the hides at ton cons apioce = not 
much, butte spending money leo caught 
{ne cayota, for which | got two dollars end fy 
ents 

Tnthose ploneor days, wealwaysbutchered 
four own animals and propared the moat in the 
‘ett possible way to Keep ag thoro were no 
nds of deop-Ieezes in hove days, But there 
was slays the bares with the salt brine for 
ome off and some was hung upto dry. One 
time icanremember wehadbutcherod.apigang 
hauled to waste tothe pasture and lft tear @ 
wilow thicket. So, being me, | set my number 
‘ono trap near by. couple of evenings later, the 
{60gs mado such arackt, that quickly took aft 
formy trap. When | got tere the trap was gone 
But there were ite arops of blaod in he snow 
lana signs to prove there was an animal in that 
{tap olowed the racks ito the willow thicket 
nd lo, and behols, there was & coyote tangled 
in the willows. His eyes ware Ike fire and he 
showed me sverytoothinhis mouth Fools, 
haar taken agun with me, s0|founda club and 
planted it god and heavy between his eyes. To 
‘ny amazement ha had baen caught In that ap 
By only one to. | got $14.00 for his hide 

Tn the year 192% we moved to Veteran, Al 
berta where | worked for diferent farmers for 
several years, gtting $25.00 a month to start 





read ang of 1985. 7 














with, then $40.00 and telly $50.00 by 1927 
‘jansiary 1828 I martes Hedvig Rud ot Bim- 
bey and farmed at Veteran for the next tra 
nthe fall of 1881 we cama tothe Bentoy 
Aitrit with our young son, Donald, who was 6 
months old. We brought § horses, 4 cows, 2 
Young sows, some chickens and a dog. A 
ome horse machinery and household goods. 
Toought a quarter section, seven miles west 
‘and one and s half milesnorth of Bentley. There 
‘rere only thirty-five acres broken, an ld log 
house, iti log barns chicken house and a 
‘makeshift granary. We had 8 good ving there 
the next few years even though eogs were 3 
Conte a dozen: a good sized pig $3.00 and 
Sivan hungry ies. Bought ttm 
down payment. Mand. Mee. Holmen Were 
very goae to ut during those years 
Besides farming. | started a cream route 
wast of Bentley. (hauled i into Bentley with 
{eam and Bennett Buggy, where I met Hughie 
Hansen, wh took tom hereto Alby wuck. | 
‘was pad 25¢ a ean by the Central Alberta Dalry 
1 1998 | gave up farming, moved into Ben. 
thy and went In 10 trucking. I started more 
‘ream routes, by this time Bentley had acroa 
tmeny 1 also hauled butter and egge'o ax One 
{ine we took two loads fo Alc dck Wright was 
Srving tne one wuck and Hughie Bish was with 
nim. My wife an and Donald were inte other 
tuck Comingheme.lack wont fastarounda 





cure and upset the truck. They didnt gt hurt 
but were mighty seares 

Besides his schooling, Oonala went with me 
Grve the truck very young, which came in 
‘mighty hangy st times. We dide'thaveroacs ike 
weave now and sometimes! woulsgetetckin 
‘he mud and spend several ours getting out. In 
the winter there wer the snawaritsto force my 
way through and | shovelied more snow those 
‘aye than | have ever done since, 

‘Our daughter, Donna was Born in the Ban 
tiey hospital in June 1945, with Dr Henry being 
the doctor. 

In 1948 wo told out and let Sentie. Since 
that te we have ved in 6.C, Saskatchewan 
fad ack to Lacombe | worked titeen years at 
1967.1 got seventy cents an hour to start with 
and a and anal dallarsan hour toward the 
lastso wages wore verysmallaveninthose days 

Donats had most of his schooling in Ber 
tiey, He married Hazel Boetger of Eexvile in 
1896 and is now ving In Lacombe, very Busy 
wth his gravel trucks, They ave 5 gi. Lyn 
marred to Hal Termdrup, an eietneian in Sy 
‘an Lake. Wanea marrieg Date MeNaught a 
Gravel hauler, and they Ive in Backfais. Vick 
tives at Blackfalgs and drives one of her Oac's 
{ind are attenaing shoo 

Bonn had al ner schooling in Lacombe 
‘ana marred Paul Petry in 1965. They lve 
Ltnbridge, where Paulie pereonne! Acminie: 
trator a he Colo 








My wife and | nave retied othe Parkview 
Manorin Lacombe, Wa ae in prot fairheeth 
fave lots of good trends ang company and are 
‘ryoying the Dest of fe | tl ve my car and 
Wwe go Hsing atthe Butalo Narrows every fall 
hd vsually get our wintr's supply of sh 


HENRY, OR, WA. 
By Jean Henry 


raduated from MeGil atid in Bentley in 
the fall of 1924 and took up practice. He had 
was proper hospital in use, but shorty ater 
Coming, found out that Mise Curls wes nata 
feoleored nurse and e0 could not operate @ 
fosoital at al A 2-etory house that | live 
had been the home of Mr & Mrs. .G, Evern= 
fen, was abitinod and set up as a hospital 
ttn hire. Ethal Swenson, the fst Matron. Tha 
Yorved unt 1952, when ihe Community Hosp 

iy parents, Mr. & Mrs, Jas. P. Kent. wore 
born in Nova Sota and came west to Le 
Combe in 3900, After proving up on & home: 
Stoad in the Worle distil, 18 miles rorth- 
bor wnere I dean Kent, was born. After an in 
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terval from 1912 10 1977, when we. ved In 
Medicine Hat, the family returned to tha farm 
the later fo town, whore | inahed my school 
ing and took a course in stonagraphy at the 
Ganadan Union Adventist College north of 

in 1822 | beceme employed inthe Bank ot 
Montreal in Bentley and wae very fortunate In 
eed 10 reotive room and board inthe Rome 
OPM & Mra. Jonn Damon, wih whom | 
Stayed unt vas macried. ie. WB. Cairns 
twas ta manager of the Bank, George Brown 
the accountant and Campbel! Miler the ledger 
Leeper at that Sime, The dank aid business in 
the litle Building aross, on the comer, trom 
Thorp Bros. garage, n what bad fist been a 
Branch of the Merchants Bark. A couple of 
Years later the Bank of Montreal took over the 
fay new Union Bank bulging, when that 
She soomer place a: work found lenjoyed 
Sing the ledgers much more than stonogea- 
phy 80 continued in that capacity. Thre were 
Srother girls employed as stenographers while 
T'was there - Marie Strandberg, Alberta Audet 
find Dorothy Damron, KM. Barss was tho ma 
hoger and’ Harald "skjoe, the “accountant 

Dr. Henry and | were marred in 1927 and 





Fem Darr ath Goren, Rea Cowen, 
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cour family of 3 gins ted Ia Bentey until we 
Teobel, the eidest, graduated in nursing 
from the Holy Crass Hospital in Calgary. She 
married Chas, MacDonald and they had 9 oh 
‘ren, Gayle, now Mrs. Richard Marshal 
Sradvated with 2B, Ed. degree from the Unive 
Ersty of Calgary, ives In Calgary ands om 
ployed by the fedora government, administer 
fra in the Unemployment Insurance Dept Pa 
tela, married Charles Job, a rancher south of 
Hanna ang they have 2 daughters. Bran 
fraduated from SAIT in Telecommonications 
fnd is employed by Edmonton city telophones 
‘Our second daughter, Diana, isa lbora- 
tory technician, specializing in Haematoloa 
fn works Inthe hospital in Hamlin, Berm 
‘Sa She marid Robert Jack of Bermuda and 
they have 2 sone Willam isin Ns th year of 
‘Accountancy in Dalhousie University in Haifa 
land Granam is studying economies In Queers 
University in Kingston, Ont 
‘Gur youngest daughter. Kathleen, re 
ceived her B. €3. degree at tho University of 
Siberia and nas taught in both Alberta end 
Be “She marred Bean Mitchell who 12 
Imomber of the RLCAMP. and thoy are at pee 
Som living in Dawson Creok, B.C. where she 
{Teaching English n'a Junior High Seno. 
Dr Henry served in the Ar Fores in tbe 
First World War and after the outoreak ofthe 
‘Second World War, he join the army in 1840, 
‘with the *7th Field Ambulance, He waa with 
that unt Nanaimo, Varon and Calgary tor a 
Shor time, and then wae appointea Officer 
‘Commanding the Col. Belcher rlitty hosp 
{alin Calgary. wth the rank of Lieut. Colona 
He remained there unt hie ciacharge stor the 




















‘war was over and feturnd to Bentley, where 
‘samy was sti ving, fra time but hear 
Dr, Stewart of Lacombe became pariners in 2 
fnew Medical Centro in Lacombe end we 
moved there in 1046, Ho passed away in 1972 
at age 76. He was always dedicated to the 
Practise of mecicine and was aso active inal 





NB. Mrs. Henry passed away in Lacombe, Au 
ust 17398 





HERGOTT, CLARENCE AND EVELYN 
Sy Herold an Rea Peterson 

Clarence cameto Bentley in 1822. station 
agent for the CPA. and held that postion for 
thiry-sight ear, He was a good sportsman in 
hhockay and baseball teams, as he was able to 

‘in June 1925, he married Evelyn Willams, 
daughter of Mand Mrs. Bort Wiliams, who 
rere wellknown rsidents of Bentley. Ciaronce 
Und va started a dance band. with Eva playing 
plano end Clarence onthe drums. This popular 
Drenestra Became wal known in canta Albert 

"fer a, Chiford, wae bor In 1027. He 
was an accomplished musilsn and later be 
‘came wall expected doctor n Edmonton. He 
tarred Theresa MeDonalé and they ned thrae 














thldren, Jil, Glen and Nett Cifforasufferes a 
Severe heat atack in the summer of 1981 and 
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Clarence served on many boards ans com- 
mitees in he town. He was president of the 
Board Trageand the curing cub; secretary of 
‘he communty hall and the esptal and wast 
fet Exalted Ruler of the Bentay Elke Lodge 
£818; sorvod onthe Vilage councilandator was 
‘mayor fora number of year, 

Clarence and Eva opened thet home for 

In 1952 hey built a nice home on the south 
sie ot Bentley, 0 enjoy in thor retirement 
land Clarence was transferes to Lacombe, 10 
{ctas agent inere. He commuted tom nshome. 
Fete, not wanting to move trom Bentey 

in 1964 tho community was shocked and 
saddened when Clarence and Evalost ther lives 
inva ear aceidont north of Lacombe, when re 
tuning trom Edmonton, ater vsking Chitord 

Me. ar Nes. Witams had one gon, Gen 
who was bora at Bentiay and took al of Ne 
Schooling here. Aa a young man, he was good 
baseball player He was employed bythe Unted 
Grain Growers locally end then at diferent ee 
vators in eouthern Alberta. He later was atthe 
main office in Calgary, where he passed away 
Suddenly several years ago. 

















HILSTAD, JOHN AND CARL 
By Sid Trompton 

Jonn and Car Hilstad came rom the U.S.A 

pout tne tur of the century. According f 

Cars story, hs only possessions at that time 
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Dne-dlir bills inhis pocket He aid at that ime 
the water of Syivan Lake was iteraly covered 
Tooking over the avaiable homesteads, hero 
timed tothe States but was back io Become a 

‘tnough here were several springs inthe 
ares, ther were no water wel, £0 Carl anda 
Reightor, Goorgs W. Petry. decided to do 
Something abouttand set about to build a well 
Griling machine, using horse power This 
proved so successtl they not only dil thei 
wn wolle but also many argund the 

‘Cal spent several summersin soutners A 
berta, working on steam engines breaking up 
in paiie od Ikwas there he became aloverat 
the steam engine for power. wasrumored, hat 
Inlater years he owned four steam engines of 
‘trent horsepower. In 1916, treshing with 
the large double compound engine. the ut 
Says of hard work botore the ig was on Hemer 
{70und. Steam engines were atways an alac 
thon for small boys wno could earn upto 25¢ 8 
day in treshing time, throwing wood up tothe 
fireman, and at times, Car would et boy ster 
theengine fora snort clatance Steam threshing 
tae clacontinued ater tne fal of 1923. Onsen 
{ine was used to saw lumber at the mile on 
{he northwest end of Sven Lake 

Cart also owned the SW. 6-40--5 and he 
ult qutea large house there. The NW 6-40" 
Blso belonged to him. The larm was entogcout 
for quite e numberof years and evenly S01 
‘Any farmer who wes unable to ay nis theshing 
bill was never pressed into doing So. 

“John Filetad was a man of integrity a 
tos but had ollof money thesizeor yeurfistin 
Fis cupboard. and itanyone wasin ned owas 
always ready to loan or give of his oll He told 
‘newho was in need that onetime he wantedto 
Send a lttor home but didnt have the 2= forthe 
Stamp, 20 he knew wt & meant toe Mars up. 
Head bought a car when Rewas wel on in his 
years and was very generous withthe use of 

ip harvest time he hired various neighbor 
womento cook forthe threshing crow andthere 
wad always e good supply of food to work with, 
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Me, and Mrs. Gus Skjonsberg worked for him 
from Spring unt after harvest wes fnighed i 
the twin gris were barn sohe said, "You should 
fame them Mary and Marth’. Thay are now 
Mary Eleworth ang Martha Juus, 


HOLMEN, ANOREW AND ELSIE 


Andrew was the second son of Morris ane 
Clara Holmen and was born March 6, 1921. He 
took 8 years of schoo! at Sunt Hill schoo 
fang then fled on the fay farm unt he 
‘moved 1a his own place. 

‘On March 1940, ne married Else 
Diekau, caughter of Me. and brs. Merman 
Dokau, and ene was born Apri 11,1920, The 
first daughter, Eaine was born June #1, 1984 

‘Gn March 90, 1942. Angrew, Eisie and 9 
‘month ald Eine moved tothe far known a5 
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the old John Hilsted place’, Sis 1-40-25, 4 
miles west and 3's mies south of Bentoy, 
DDwned ‘the farm at that time and. Andrew 
farmed with Hans until we Bought fom him 
in 1948 

‘Our source of water was fom a spring up 
In tha bush with the water piped down to 2 
tank, which was always fll Of $604, cold wa 
ter, This wae our water supply unt February 
1980, when wo had a well driles by the house. 
We got Calgary Power in Apri, 1989, so we 
‘were able to put Ina pressure systom and have 

We bought our first car in September, 
19421 was e928 Model A Ford and we pad 
Otto Unig $25.00 for it, With & bit of over 
hauling, iran ike atop. The road tothe north 
twas the only way out and whan i raned It was 
Teal sticky gumbo, but we always got through 

Elaine didnt start school unt September, 
1948, when the school buses started taking the 














pupils to Bentley school. She had to walk up 
{rough the thick bush south of us, unt the 
ond was bult south of aur gate In 1942, She 
twas in grade 9 when she passed away March 
30,1956 

Joyce was born May 17, 1948 in the La 
combo hospital That wa in the wer years and 
Dr Henry was in the services co the Bently 
hospitel was etosed. After she gradutod from 
high school. she went to university in Edmon- 
ton and got her taining in Dental Hygiene, 
She martes Wayne Bermes of Blut, July 
1, 1964, and they have 8 daugnier, Michele 
‘where Wayne works for Norcen Energy an 
‘Jaye forthe Heath Unit 

Barbara wae bon August 10, 1849. That 
wa the spring i rained and rained and there 
‘Was a lot of loading, 80 we wore lucky she 
‘wasnt Born in May. Attr she graduate from 
High Schoo! ane went to NAIT in Edmonton 0 
train a Lab technician. She marred Keltn 
‘Owen of Sylvan Lake, une 30, 1967 anc they 
have 2 song, Darcy and Kory. They now ive in 
Morinville, Garoera teaches at NAIT ane Keth 
ie District Administrator in Social Services In 
the office in St Albers 

Linda was bom May 24, 049. She was a 
premature baby, weighing less than 4 pounds 
fan lived inthe incubator fra 
‘ras aways a holiday in those y 
iueky for us that Dr Weaver hag lost Mis base 
‘all game in Eokile and was home sary that 
‘evening. Linda grew to be a strong git and a 
ways Relped ‘ner dad with the miking and 
‘ther chores. She worked at the PTS In Rod 
‘eer until she married Robert Keenan of Gum 
beriand. 8.C. on November 17, 1967. They 
have 2 sone, Robert and Michal. Gob i inthe 
‘Armed Services and they are stationed at C- 
mon 8 

“These four daughters ll joined the 4H 
Dry Clu when they reached waive years of 
sage, 80 we got quite a nerd of Holstein dairy 
ows. Andrew was assistant Cu Leader for 2 
Yyoars and then Club Leader for eight years 

Gall was born Maren 26, 1954 and after 
fraduating wom high school she worked in tha 
Bank of Commetee in Red Deer and was s0- 
eretary in the Bentley schoo! Tor 2 yoars. Sho 
married 80b Alan of Bentley Apri 14, 1973 
{na they Bought @ large taller and lod here 
in our yard until November, 1880. They then 
‘Moved i to their own place, SE. 31-941-5, 3 
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there they have bull @ modern hog barn 
They lost thet son, Kesey, om eb eth, at 
the age of S months. They now nave a daught- 
fr Krish, and @ son, Bret Bob and Androw 
faimed together for 5 years and Bab has now 

So now we enjoy visiting all our chien 
ang going camping and tshing stil enjoy 
(Gerding ana sewing 








HOLMEN, JOHN AND LOUISE 
‘By Agnes Palmer 


Jot Holmen came from Norway to Minne 
ote, USA, where his site ied. In 1901, He 
‘sorkedin the States fr trea years before co 

ingto Canada, Hetookahomestead. © 20-40 

25 one and one half miles north of where the 
Sunset Hl sero! was but, 

Louise Haarstad came to Canada from 
Mrs. Gorhara Haarstad and attended the Sto 
hext to he fathor's homostend 

John and Louise were married in 1907 ang 
livedion their homestead and raced thr family. 
“They lived 9 tog eabin unt their frame Howes 
was but in 395% and whichis standing. 

Tey were very active members of the Vig 
fan church and ie fve and aha miles west and 
‘ne milo south of Bently. Jonn was e member 
of the board and Loviee was 8 member ofthe 

‘Thoy wore members ofthe UF A andmany 
‘moetings were meld in talc nome, fs many o 
fanizatons. They wore also members of the 
Hog Poo! Assocation 

‘an oyster supper was held a he home of 
LGomara Harstad or the UF A, at 506 po per 
500 for all you coula eat. 

They usedaxen forthe early farming oper 
ations andiater ought her firt eam horses 
from Pete Christenson 

John had a horse-powered food grinder 
with one nore atthe on of a pole The hores 
went around in cicles ang this powered the 
Srncer He also hada threshing machine, which 

‘The Big Red Barn was bul in 1926. Thare 
was never any power needed fa pump water a= 
thre was sn artesian or flowing well At one 














‘owing well on each of thar 
cars inthe district, They went fo Lacombe and 
oughta Ford touring car each, The Peachy s 
‘Some years later, Daa bought s Fordson 
wacor na bytnennehad bough te next cu 
Dale Gasper Heals bought his mothor’s quat- 
Seen resold several times. He bought te two 
Quarters just west of he farm and across the 
toad allowance, tom Fred and Feank Peach, 
two English bachelors, who came in 1808 and 
lettin 1918. They stayea with the fotkaunt they 
{ot thi og cabin bul. In T918, they took het 
Big, white doo, Nut. and moved a Vancouver 
Iara 
“John and Louise a tive ehilaron: Selma 
Agnes, Gina, Jennie and Emest. Selma (Froe- 
fan. Engebretson- Wine) martied Sandy Free 
than and they ivedin Forshee district. Thoy ad 
tives ons, Alvin, Donald and Keth and two 
{daughters Normaand Lois. Seima i deceased 
‘Agnes maried Ervin Palmer an her story is 
Gina marries Dale Casper and they hadtwo 











children, Jack and Judy. Gina passes away @ 
 Einost married Gladys Jatray and they 


have tive children Garry. Bryan, Johnny, Kay 
tnd Sandra, Emest and Gladys Ive lathe Bor 
‘Jennie married Ernest Ingram. They ive in 





Edmonton and nave three chien, Richard 
‘udrey sn Nell 

‘Al of Jahn and Louise's family took the 
sehooling tthe. Sunset Hill school. They 
‘raked a mie and a hall every day except when 
‘Jesie Gilbert boarded at nai placo. and then 
trate to worry about, but we had Just passed 
arwe nada good nores and manage to hare 
fontothoreins, ao rode tho est of the way inthe 
Bottom ofthe car which wast that roomy. 

“Then hore was the day we drove the demo 
cratta schoo} with tha team Wenad usted 
Ihtho wost gat ofthe armanon the tonguoan 
the neck yoke partes company. The road was 
[ust along the Bottom of tho il ana when the 
horses started to run and were out of conto 
jumped out leaving Ginainte buggy-Just ater 
Fumpea, te fongue stuck nto the ground and 
trmed the buggy end for end and threw Gina 








‘ut into the meadow. went over ang pickedher 
Up and she coulent stang £0 I carried her the 
half mile hame. When | got hero the yard ane 
put her down, she ran tothe house. Netter one 
ually by horee Saddles werea gunny sack put 
Beck. The best thing wasyou dian thaveto have 
any money in your pocket for gas. 
‘Gecasionally we would come down stirsin 
the morning and Mather wasn inthe kitchen 
Ie. Gittons had come and teen hero his farm 
to assist Dr. Henry in delivering an aadiion 10 
‘When Agnes was born, John was in La 
combe and she had Selma, who was nineteen 
‘months ad, a ome with her When Dad got 
Selma and Agnes, instead of two, 0 she Mad 10 
"The Sunset Hil school, where al the chia 
ren attended, was bul in 1973 and the frst 
acher was a Mise Stoo, a ister of Haraid and 
{John Stove of the Rainy Crock district 
lr. Robinson, who was the second teacher 
boarded a the Holmen home unt he Bough 3 
school, an the Gilby highway 
boarded tnere and paid $1250. 2 month 
Teachers wages at that ime were $700 a year 
Nancy MeNabb and Jaan Conners boarded 
‘Me and Ms, Gnora, ane their aon, Simon, 
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Ineo it snaryeshng marie ae we 
Siena bau Grose sn 
fg fry Longe Groat om 

Str nognbor were Anton and Ales 
Leo hi env duck Ghevaye enous 
Sioned 











HOLMEN ANECDOTES 


Jone Holmen, CF. Damron, Bit Holmes 
and John Ingram were gees ishing pals. They 
‘made hee regular ipso Buck ake where F. 
Ded acabin Their other entertainment wae pay- 
ing cards whien they pieyed often, At one of 
ther card sessions John gram filed au 
fn top. Whon he arrived fo ply cards he said 
"Wall boys. m oad for you tonight Just 
break’ ma.” I proved to be & most interesting 

‘ohn Holmen bult smoke house where he 
ved, just east of Bentioy whoro the May Day 
tral court ie now. ana when the fish wore 
smoked he invited the peapiofrom downtown to 
‘ome and sample them. ft was a boautl ater 
oon and the Yard was fled with people, sar 
Bling and munching tha smoked ah 

The four woren' above playing tricks on 
fone another -it wae quite & regular perfor 
‘mance. Joh and Louise Hoimen, together with 
Erie anc Jenne ingram, hadgone tothe sates 
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and Jennie phoned back to let he family Know 
‘en they would be back so Johnstiahing pals, 
Sr Bil and John Ingram airanged an auetion 
Sale at tha Holmen house. They brought the 
Sina urntur out ofthe house ang C.F. was 
fuetioneering of John’s lishing tacklewhenthe 
travellers arrived home. The people stanging in 
the yard were very co-operative and it looked 
very autnente They hadals put upa For sale 
‘Sonat the driveway which reaa "Goose Past 

tor Sai This wat signed "By Yudas’, which 
‘nas an expression Jobn used aot. John said 10 
Uouise I don't know why they put that here: 

{aul sais "ohn, you say tha all the tim: 

‘John gion have much to sy afr that Louse 
Seid she had pone calls and people stopping 
for the next week, enquiring about the pac, 








HOLMEN, ANDREW SA. AND METTE 
‘By Agnes Palmer 

Andrew and Mette Holmen came t0 the 
States from Norway and then later t Canada, 
Tir family, withthe exception of Anna (Ms. 
Ed Haarstad), Moris and Gus, stayed in the 

(Grandpa Holmen passed away usta coupe 
of years afer hoy arved. Mortis married Ciara 
Vig. ana Gus stayed on the homestead with 
Grandma, This was the quartor ust north of 
‘Jahn Holmen's hamestaad. Gransma used to 
‘valk that ha mila down to Jonas regulary, 
‘nth a bal of yarn pinned 1 her apron an knit 
ting as she walked 

{Gus martied Clara Tingtad, who with ner 
brother, Ingvol, lived with Gus aha Julie Arn 
Son They vad on the quarter justeasto! John, 


{us and Claramovedto Valleyview in the Poace 
Fiver country. John bought Grandma's quarter 
find she went o ve with her daughter, Mrs. Eo 
Haarsta, an later passea away. 

“Gus wae crowned while working on abarge 
‘onthe Athabasca rier ang Clara and tome of 
ber famiy stil iin and around Valleyview and 
‘there are married and lve in other aroas. Gus 
fn Clara had ve eren, 


HOLMEN, MORRIS & CLARA 

Morris Holmen was boen June 15, 1884 
Nonaay. His parents. Anarew and Mette Hot 
men. wit) five sons and two daughters 
emigrated Irom Norway fo Jackson, Minnsso~ 
fam 1901. On October 1, 105 thoy came to 
Alberta and seltles an a hamestoad, the N. 
‘440-2.W5, 7 miles wast and 2 mes north of 
Bentley, banging four sons John, Ole, Moss 
fan Guat and one daughter, Anna (Haarstad) 
with them. Ole eame on the eat car bringing 
{he eatla and what machinery they nad He re 
turned to. Minnoso!a to live as ho had one 
brother and ane site there. 

‘Wmat senooling the children got was in 
Minnesota, as there were no soho here Ih 
1808 Morris father ced and he stayed wit nis 
mother to-do the farming, She lee url she 
thas 85, passing away in October, 1082. 

‘On March 17. 1916, he married Clara Vig, 
daughter of Mr. 8 Mr. Casper Vig, who was 
torn October 27, 1898, They bought the farm 
Sie rniles west and one mila north of Beni, 
tere Cit Knutson now Ives They Red three 
ons and four daughters 

‘Anna wes born July 11,1916. She marieg 
George Wilkins, October 12.1998, They had 
four children. Phys, Laverne, Cody. and 
Sharon, (who died at two months of a). 
They lived in the Cantreview gistct north of 
Bentley unti they moved te Edmonton in De 
Comber, 1959, Anna passed away October 16, 
1978, 

‘illord was born Api 24, 1918, Ho mar 
rieg Mildred Lanstrup, March 17, 1951. she 
had two sone, Layton and Douglas. They had 
two aughtere, Colleen anc Dobra. They lived 
fon er farm whore Louis Burles row ives, un= 
fi'hey moved to Drayton Vaay in Apri 1856. 
He stil" works tor Amoco Canada. Mild 
passed away, Septmeber 16,1977. Ciltord re 
tmartied in Apel. 1979. 

‘Anew was boen March 6, 1821, He mar 














‘leg EleleDickau, March 8, 1040. They had te 
‘daughters: Elaine, who passed away In 1956). 
‘oyee,Garoara, Linda, and Gall He helped his 
Tether farm fi 1842, when they moved fo the 
farm four miles west an tee and 8 hal miles 
south of Bent. They stl le there 

Melvin was born Api 8, 1920, He matried 
Ellen Meradsen, September 17, 1954. They 
have two sone, Clarke and Glen, and a daught 
, Dianne. They Ive on an acreage north east 
of Eckl Maivin has hs own business, Hol 
men and Son Construction, clearing right of 
way for Calgary Power: 

Fem was bor September 20, 1028, She 
marred Fon Swanson May 3, 1080. they haa 
fone daugrter, Karen. and’ son, Brian. Fern 
row ies in Cranbrook, 8c 

Frances was born Apt 8, 1994. She mar- 
flea Harty Jatray November 21, 1951. They 
hve tmee sons, Rodney, Gordon, and Wayne 
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and two daughters, Brende who dled in 1975, 
lane Patsy, at home. They lve on an acreage 
‘west of Rimbay, 

‘yma was born June 97, 1940, She mar 
‘ied Jim Walker, February 4, 7956, They have 
two daughters," Debra. and Carey, an. Wo 
sons, Roger and Raber They live in Syvan 

‘Morris and Clara moved Into Bentley in 
‘october, 1948. He crave 2 senool bus for tan 
Years and also worked forthe town, Everyone 
lho knew Morris alae hao somathing good 
to say for him. They belonged to the Vig 
Lstheran Church, (naw the Grace Lutheran 
Charen), and are both buried in the Vig Come: 
tery. The chilsron all went to Sunday Schoo! 
land were baptized and confirmed there, Clara 
Solonged ta the Ladies Ald al through the 
Years. All the ehldren. but Myrna got ther 
Schooling at Sunset School, and’she went to 
School n Bently 

Nurse Curt nursed them through many 
itinesees and Dr. "Henry through many” mis 
haps. Their entertainment was mainly getting 
together st house paris inthe neighborhood 
sear and Mary” Vigor Gus and. Jennie 
Skjonsberg would play the voln and organ for 
hours, to dance to 

Morrie fst actor was a Ford in 1981.1 
soomed ike ploughing was no job at all then 
‘They always milked about 18 cows and sold 
roam to have money for groceries, 

im the spring of 1848, they had gone to 
Chis Oaberg’s sale. It had started raining 
few cays before, and on the way nome they 
fo stuck. Morris walked home and got the 
tractor Fem was to drive the tractor while he 
pushed. Sho accicently put it im roverse and 
fan over Pim. Luckily only his shoulder was 
fur. it rained and rained all spring, flooding 
£0 all the culverts washed out The ridges 
‘ver the Blingmsan River ware under water NO 
‘one coule eross them unt in une, and nO 
rope were seeded unt une. 

Moris passed away December 18, 1969, 
Ciara continued to ive inthe Mouse unt abe 
went to the Red Deer Nursing Home, where 
he passed away January 14, 1875 








HOLMES FAMILY 
By Mary Holmes 

Willm Albert Holmes, son of George and 

Jane Holmes of Brusele, Ontario, was barn 
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May 8, 1898, His parents homesteads at Cy- 
rete Fiver, Marvtoba and their nearest town 
fe farmy of 3, attended Cypress River school 
Katchewan and. taught school 

School Alsash, Sask 1992 13 and was the 
the same time he nomesteades tftean milas 
West of Laverna and later taught st Wenger 
Hetgnts, west of his home. He was the frst to 
have a grove of tres around hie yard 

“lanary 23, 7922 Bill and Mary Sresdeon 
wore martid at the Cathotle Church in Oyen 

‘Crops were not very good that yea sol, 
thoughtne would get a ob at ne Securty Grain 
Elovator in Laverna and he worked therefor 3 

Three chileren were born -Dors Joan (Gar 
ries) October 1922 ana win sors LloyaGeorge 
fand Lelio Jon, Apr 1925, 

‘The family moved to New Brigden, a new 
town, and lived there for 8 years where Bill 
worked for the UGG. and was Impersl Cl 
“agent 250.000 bushels of grain were delivered 
{a the elovator that year. Wehad to get our own 
homes and our house was maved in fom tho 









county. twas a §-roomed house andlater sold 
for $450. 

By tha time, the depression was upon us 
and no grain was coming in. The elevator co 
pany couldn’ pay us mare than $40 meth 0 
Wwe nad to look fr greener pastures 

Bill thought I might be 4 go0d ides to go 
into te store business so went looking for 8 
{300d prospect and came home very plossed as 
fhe thought ether Ods or Bentley 1ookea prom 
Iain, Bentley was decided upon as heed the 
tas farmer owned, was purchased October 1 
4o3a, m2 weeks we were in Batley with what 
Tite furniture we had shipped to Sylvan Lake 

‘Our good tends, the Alecks and 2 boys. 
came atthe same time and took over the pool 
Halland barber shop but stayed only 2 years 

On arrival in Bontoy we rented a house 
lived there a month botore moving upstirs over 
the store Bill and | lived therefor iit years 
ne Lesstllives there Atthat time here was no 
water plumbing or gas and times were ars, We 
took wood in'on account. which we burned 
the furnace In te winter when we were busy 
the fire would go out and we would almost 


(Our firt clerks wore Jim Drinnan and Mi 
Page workes inthe stor ‘or twenty fva years 
fn during that time we delveres grocers to 
Uoekhart once a week on Tuesdays 

'A that ie the population of Bentley was 
two hundrec ane twenty ve, utthe Vilage was 
flving thought to building's high school, an 
[rane and a curing rink 

In 1989 Warld War 2 was upon us. Dore 
took up hairdressing and the boys 100k their 
Grado 12 at Alberta College, Edmonton, Lloyd 
Inter wont to Berkley, California University to 
play hockey for 8 year, and Les worked in he 

Ty 1944 Bill had a heart attack and was 
foxoed to slow down ang in 1858 we sole the 
‘store to the boys 

Lloyd was interested in raising Hereford 
cattle $0 the twins bought the Walter Stephen: 
on land 2 miles west of Bentley. Lloyd went 
farming and Les. withthe help of Vera Dorsey, 
took overthe store. In 1972, Lean Lioya with 
the help of their dad, Bought tha Op Seoular 

Lloye married Sharon Adby of fdmonton in 
196s and they have 2 daughters, Stacy and 
Cathy Les eneso ta stay single and Dora mar- 
fied Ralph “Red” Garres in 1950 and they 
have # ehilron 

Bill passed away October 8, 198, 

I. aary Holmes (Bresdon) was barn in 003 
at witon, Dakota and came to Alberta with 
‘ny parents, John and Anna Bresden, and 2 
Drothers and 2 sisters in 7912. We lid on a 
omestead thiry-tive mies north-west of Al 
Sask, Sask and later twenty-two mils north of 
‘yen ana | wont fo schoo! in Alek 

My grandfather was kiled by a cyclone 
June 9, $812.5 day later the Regina Cyclone 
‘same by again snd took small bulings and 
12 seventy-seven, stiliveinthenouse 
fl and but in 1968 ana, with some help, am 
still able to ook sttr my yardand garden. tama 
Ute Member af O08. belong to GW.L, Se- 
ior Citizen's Drop-In and holt. nave’ granc- 
Children and 4 gfeat-grandehitdren and all of 
{hem lve in the Bentley alec. 

‘The young people were very interested in 
‘king so with advice rom Bil Holmes anda few 
‘thor tater, the ek hillbegan fo take shane, A 
(quarter section o land, ight miles west of Ben 
Hy, was for sale for taxes £0 the Sk club do- 




















231 


cided o buy it Lloyd Holmes ans Onl Witon 
Soned tne cheque 

“Ihe late Victor Johannsen tnought there 
should bea ski eabinbullt and atfred 0 super 
‘se construction. Clearing was done, fogs 
pooled and some cu forlumber forthe oor ane 
Foot an with the help of Lloyd and Oral and 
‘any others the cabin was soon bul. A stove 
twas putin and lunches were servedby the mot 
{275 ofthe young people. kl runs wore cleared 
lan later the hi Club turned the property over 
{the Village of Bentey In 1958 

“The highest range of hil unt you get 0 
the mountains ity miles away, two large lakes 
‘and Tour towns ean be seen from the top ofthe 
skin 








Honey 


Whon the Cart family arrived in Rainy 
‘Greek in 1901 they found tha remains quite & 
ranch layout near the Blindman rer Bank. on 
NEW 3-40-15 Firohadswopt over the site and 
the family, named Honey, had let before fe 
time. A tordon he river nea there was calle tne 
Honey ford unt bridge was Sul nearby. 


HOPKINS, GEORGE FAMILY 
By Oorathy Hopkins 


(George Hopkine was born in England in 
1889 and in 1882 came to the United States ang 
setted in Boston, wnere he worked tora wealthy 
{family ab @ groom. He later moved to Colorado 
Springs and atone time fled on anomesteadon 
the Beer River in northeastern Colorado Dut 
rover proved up on it | belive he worked in 
Dror for some time andforsome years he was 
working gn the Colorado Misland Raina tat 
55 freman, then switch engineer and finally 
‘oad engineer 

Ie wae during his years as fieman that he 
met Adah Carman. A sousin of hers, 2 red 
Bouse, was also a fireman and was kiled in 8 
head-on collision, George was authorized by 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firomen fo take 
theody athe parents homein Califorsia anit 
was on this wip hemet Adah A romance deve 
oped ana they were marred in Sacramento, 
Cailornia in November 1081 

‘They made theiehomein Colorado Cityand 
their fret hile, Free. wes born November 20, 
4992, He had a very unfortunate life ashe was 
Iontaly retarded and was nover abe fo hold a 
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ob, The second son, Harols, was born October 
20,1894. 

During the summer of 1888 George took 20 
‘ays toave of absence from the ralroaé and 
‘Same to Alberta to look for land. He did nat ike 
actus, which Ingieaea ft must be rar ari. 
FelixedtNeland around Innisfil very meh ut 
after going west of Lacombe and cooing the 
Binaman Valay, he fell n love with the S's 15: 
40-45 ana purenased th hat section from the 
CPA for $300 per acre. Atthat time there was 
ro settamentin the Bindman Vale, except tor 
{heated Rocky Mountain Guide, Fred Stevens, 
two was camping in the spruce ber approx 
‘mately smiles west ofthe and George aough 
‘Ontnatsametrip, Dad Hopkins wontas ar north 
8 Eamonton. twas along days tp trom Cal 
(ery to Ezmonton by rall and the trains wore 
{rowdea with men antneway tothe Kionsikeby 
the overland route, 

George returns to Colorado and worked 
‘on the rly again until 0%, ang then he ans 
his family moves ta Alberta, arving at Bntiey 
inthe month of August. 




















Calgary was just a small town at that time 
and Lacombehadtwo stores, twohotes. alvary 
barn and couple of blacksmith shops. The fa 
ly stayed overnight in Lacombe and George 
ftranged to hire a livery team ang democrat to 
fake them tothe farm thenext day Aman names 
‘Tom Coates, whose farm was intor ownes by 
Frank Thorp, an then the Wenger family. hag 
come 19 Lacombe fora load of humor forthe 
hause'on the Hopkins farm and Harols had met 
him, 89 slippes down to the livery bar without 
tolling hi falks and climbed on the toad of 
they finally guessed what he had done, They 
‘caught upto the load near GuilLake and HarolS 
‘tivays remembered the lecture he received 

“Thay artved atthe farm to find Grandag 
‘Carman (AdaH's father busy working to got ne 
house finishes, Head come up from Califone 
tary in the spring In orto build the nouse 
‘The house wasn't quite finshed so the tary 
stayed with Wr and Mrs. Gartes, S.who ved 
ina log houselustacrossthe road andwere with 
‘them abouts week 

‘Nee the Hopkins were setid in their now 
home, Dad Hopkins ‘etumed to Colorado 
Springs to work an the Golorado Misland FR 
‘nt Maren. 1908 and then retumee to Alberta 
permanently. Duringhisabsence, Grandag Car 
‘man lived with th family and fled on s homes 
{ead @ couple of mils from Rimey and used to 
‘wal from Bentley fo Rimboy ance 4 woek to 
‘work on his farm. He was then seventy Years of 
[geand ied tobe eighty elm. He never drank 
about 15 acres south and west of the house, A 
fop was seded in 1902 and this wasdestoyed 
by hal ip August The crops in 1008 and 1008 
wore alo haled and were atta lose. The fist 
team of nrses died from slough fever 

Tn June, 105, Mr_and Mrs Hopkin rated 
the notlInBentlay anda itfora year. Harold's 
Chief memory of rat year wastho huge quantity 
‘of wood he and hs brother sawed. One Bright 
pot was tat the hate haathe only telepronein 
Belay and Harold made bit of money by 
faking phone messages out to people In the 
county He was paid 10¢amileandmenagedio 
Save about $20 

8 3907 Mra. Hopkins went to Calgary and 
worked at the home of Senator Lougheed as 8 
ook and later worked as 2 cook atthe Strath 
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‘more hotel. The wages wore higher in Stath- 
‘more anditwas.hio toner going out towork that 
the family nad beter cites to wear and mare 
‘ariey in ther dit 

In 1911 the Liberal goveenmentof Si Wiis 
Laurir was defeated and the Conservative go- 
‘oenment under Sir Robert Borden came to 
power In those. days, when governments 
Changes, postmaster. changed too. and in 
1912 Dad Hopkins was appointed posmaster 
ftom that time unt her death in Decomber 
1915 and Mr Hopkins was postmaster unt his 
death in 192. 

Harald and Fre attended the fest school 
built in Bont in 1903. Haro tnished grade 
tightin Bentley. took one year of igh senool in 
Lcombe and attended Oigs Schoo! of Agri 
ture fortwo winters of 1914 and 1815. 

Fred weent able t atferd schoo! after the 
frst fw years and helped onthe farm unt e 
‘asin higeary 20. He lett home vary suadenly 
tnd his whereebouts waren known for years. 
vary sort was made fo trace him and about 
1995 he wae found and Harold went to Van 
couverto bring him home. We Bul him a smal 
fame of his own and he lived there and Helped 
twit te chores unt his pasing in 7948, Howas 








1 Hopi and son don, Grae, Gath and Doi 


buried in the Bentley cometary beside his 
mother and atner 

in 1816 Harold had an opportunity togoout 
with Fred Stevens forthe summer with a pack 
tran to Jaspor. However. he was nooded at 
Rome go has to lve up the opportunity to se 
the vasper country, 

‘After harvest ha a, Wibur Whitesel, Ray 
feist inthe Royal Navy. Volunteer Reserve 
{Oversees Division). They went to Eamonton 
December 5, 1016 and three were acceptod but 
Ray Hutton was turned dawn because of pace 
teyasight Thay eame home untl December 20th 
land thn loft for England January 10,1917. After 
Serves in England, France, aly and the Gro 
tian Islands. ho was sont to Bermuda and was 
{hore wen thewar ended. Harold neve saw any 
‘ton it always seemedto get peacelulwner 
‘ver he was sent He received his dacharge snd 
fcived home in time forthe July fist celebra- 

‘ater he returned home, Hots continued 
con the farmand algo worked pat tmeinthe Post 
Ottice. This was a busy time as ne was running 
bachelor quarter, miking several cows, a3 wall 
88 forming and working inthe post ofce 

“nls continue untl we were married in No 
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vember, 1826, We continued to ve on the tem 
that wintor and inthe spring of 1927 Jesse 
Evernsen resigned 8% Secretary-Treasurer of 
the MoneipaDistrit of Lore, Hard submit. 
ted an application forth job and was chosen 
‘over some ite other applicants. Wemavodto 
Bentioy and rented the far, The salary was 
'$700.00 nthe firstoicewasin a emallraom in 
the back of the postotie, as Harole was stil 
helping ther 

‘Wehad our sons. John wasbom December 
24, 1927, George August 20, 1828; Gary July 

Inthe alo 208 wemovedback to the fam 
ina new mouse which naa been bull by rank 
Hewitt Just aan item of Interest, the wo" 
‘Storey house, with harswoad floors taught 
$5,000 when complete, 

In sare, 1944, the rural municipal eiatcts 
Which ineluded the municipalities of Lome, 
Grown anc Lamerton, was moved to Lacombe 
fand the name changed 10 MD. of Lacombe 
Harold was appointed tne frst secretary- 
{teasurer forthe larg area 

We continued te ive on the farm, with the 
bays going to school In Bentey, and Haro 
Coming home onthe week-ends, We found tis 
very unsatisfactory arrangement, 60 In 1980 
tee sold the farm fo Mark Winelm anc bought 2 
house in Lacombe. By tat time all the Boys, 
withthe exception of Denis, wore working and 
‘away from home. We lived in Lacombe unt 
Harolaretiredin 1959, spent the winter inVcto 
fiaanethen bought home in Calgary Welived 
in-Calgary unt Harold died in 1972 and com 
{ued living there nt 1978, when | decided & 
Bentley, where | am enjoying a very Busy and 
apy tte 

Harold always loved themauntaineand was 
fortunate fo nave been aba to make two Beck- 
ack trips from Nordegg to Lake Louis inthe 
‘Company of John Bish ang Frank Thorp. These 
‘wore in 1999 ang 1834, 

‘Our son, John, dedin Calgaryin 1968, after 
having been in the newspaper business all he 
‘cut ite: George ives in Calgary and works or 
Carma Developers. Garth hash own business 
Invaneouver and Dennis is with Pubic Indu 
teen grandchigren ang si oreat-grand: 
chnlaren 


HOSPITAL HISTORY OF BENTLEY GENERAL 


Bentley Hospital history goes back to 1922 
when Mise Curtis began thetperaton ofa Nure- 
Ing Home in the house now oecupied by Mr & 
Irs E Kostas Itconistedof rested angan 
peraling room, -4808-50%h Avo. 

‘Dr W. Henry artived in Bentley in 1924, He 
ana men from the set formed te fist hos 
Bil board and rented snd equipped the house 
ow occupiea by Mr. & Ms tloy with & 
ogpltal beds. -4837-801h Ave. The Hon. Ione 
Pay, Minister without porto, inthe Pox 
ial Government otiilly opened this hospital 
indune, 1926 Wr. PE Thorp was thats Chae 
‘man ofthe board. Maternity fe at this time 
‘ore $23.0 for he Dactor for oth pre and post 
‘ata care and $3.00 per day for 9 days stayin 

in June, 1927, the small house owned by 
41.6. Evernden was rented a §8.00per month or 
2 Nurser’ Home. In November, 1227" [anfor 
was hired at 8750 per month, In December, 
3828, 8 Model Helabrink. gas washing 
machine wae purchasea for S31205, In 1029 
tho cost of staying in the hospital for ? cay 
was $250 

2 tnd raising drive was instigates in 1996, 
to 18281 raise money for anew hospital. Inthe 
ary 1990 great financial aiicuties wre in 
tutred and citieuty in collecting hospital fens 
44010 the financial stateotthecourty Anyway 
the tnancial fund continued an in May, 1832 


: 





{or he sum of $3,340.00 for # complet building 
tract or the wing ofthe busing for $2320. 
The hospital was bul by community labor 
Ireonsisted of Sede, 2 cribs. bessinetes and 
2 combined Operating Room-Case Room. The 
bathroom alsa served aaa wtlily room and tne 
Parmacy wae included in te Nuteery and part 
‘of the kitchen, The staf consistag of nurses 8 
90k and her helper. Their dues includ al 
‘maintenance ane janitorial dios 25 wall tha 
{Geren The Maron receives $80.00, the nurses 
$65.00 and the cook and the maid $25.00 per 
‘mont in wages. The Matron and the Nurses 
{ook 2 weeks each, night duty in each month, 
ech nurse anche maishacevery thi Sunday 
ff uty trom *2 noon unl 12 mignight and had 
very tira Weancsday at om 1 00p.m 198.00 
im A ladder placed atthe reidence bedroom 
Window served asa frewscepe and steam for 
the striizr was genarated by wood and coal 
Instruments for Maternity and Surgery were 
Dold in the wash boiler in the basement. A 
argo amount ofthe equipment the OR. an 
(Case Rom was the property of Dr Henry 

“Tis new hospital as opened In October, 
1932, onceagainty the Hon Irn Parley ands 
8 portion of the present standing bullaing, 

(On August 17,1892, Sharpe Ciel Show 
beni was held forthe hospital A dance fo 
lowes with an acmission charge of 39¢ for 
‘pentlemen 
Increased to 8 members and included? elected 
‘omoers ofthe Lacies Hosta! Auxiary, Inthe 
same year a Casts Sterlzer for lnon supplies 
‘vas purchased, The surgical Instruments were 














‘ < 
5 eS: ihe 

Dio an he eons Ea Pin 
Bae isi Het Be, hse Po 








235 








stil boiled on the kitchen stove an the malo 
the time was made from an old copper boll 
with an electric light bulb underneath itt 
Supply the heat The oxygen vise piped into a 
{art Sealer nthe boler and te ate af axygen 
Was gauged by the numberof Bubb per min 
Uta, A tank was attached to the wall of the 
nursery tahala warm water witha hose attached 
Which was used for shower bathing the babies, 
Proumonia patients were kept on the ver. 
anda for tesh ai, which was the only treatment 
‘5 they dia not have anbiolies, Paints were 
‘Given Old Par whiskey. noney analemonjuios 
‘arm water, mustard plasters and Vieks rubs 
Maggots were ured to clean Infected open 
wounds These ware purchased rom ine United 
States and were Kept in a cooler by the wel 
Winen they were placed ina wound. alight era 
Gla was placed Over the aren asthe maggots 
fnly worked in the ight 
te go with he doctor ang attend patina In the 
Ty 1939 it became evident that now X-ray 
was badly needed a ine old one was exceed 
inaly dangerous te work and cout only be un 
by Or Heney ang Or Lacke. There wae one 
Alsanting member of the board so the X-ray 
oy to see this member and ne tnallyagroed 
to the purchase. Maney Tor this Xray had 
boon donated. The new X-ray was installed in 
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In 1910, portable lectre sewing machine 
was purchased for $9125 ana ie sili use In 
the early 1040, ron Lungs were placedin sey- 
tral hagptls in Alberta by the Government 
‘One came toBentley Itwae never used. In 1953 
Itwas returned to the Governmentin Edmonton 
uring the Polo epidomie at that tine. 

Faas in 1945 a the Mospita wore children 
unger years $250, and allover $3.00 por day, 
in Jay, 1095, the Bentley Community Hospital 
tas turned over to the Bentley Municipal Dis 
trict witht assets and aites, Thesameyear 
the fist manutactored. incubator” was. pur 
‘chased. The dactors office was purchased fram 
Dr Henry for 000 O0 andrentedtesuccooding 
doctors for $35.00 pee month. Aitarthe war the 
52 nour nursing shit was changed t0 an 8 

in 1948, the hospital charges were in 
creased to $450 por day. The hospital a that 
time drew up contracts fra typeof hosptaiza 
tons with the family 48 being $3200 and the 
‘ingle person fee being $8.00 per year. Fee for 
the use othe Operating Room wae 2.00. Once 
fapain:t became evident that the hospital was not 
large enough, eo in 1949 fund raising cam 
paign wae instigates ana debontures wore sold 
fn $30,000 fo Bulla an addition. The contract 
tras let fo Mr Mattatall of Red Deer Construc 
the hospital was taken over by the Hospital 
Board. Work proceeded under the supervision 
fof Red Deer Construction foreman Gordon Gi 
lara followed by Rea Deer Construction fre 
‘man Wl (usy) Roberts and laborers rom the 
Suerounding area. Or Weaver and he Staff cor 
pleted the panting of the buloing £9 that 
might be rene for “Opening Day 

“Tne Hospital was oily opened October 
11, 1950, Dr MG. McCallum, Provincial Direc: 
tor of Hospitals ane Modal Services gave the 








principal address and Miss Jean MePnee, Act 
Ing Matron, eut the ridbon to open th balding 
CGhattman of te board was A‘ Sanger, Me 
Albert Stephenson received # siver kf fork 
land spoon set for her fins whe were he ist 
Babies born inthe new Duicing 

‘This new adcltion consisted of 18 beds, 
complete with modern Operating Room, Case 
Room andX-ray Room, inadaltion tothe regular 
Warde for sdults and children, and pleasant 
{uarters for thenursing staff and domestic stat 
fn the second floor Ioined the older busing 
fon th ess forming an“ The former hospital 
nd the whole bulding was redecoratea inside 
and out anda new entrances About $70.000 
had been investedin te new wingand theater 
stlons giving atoal investment anaturnsrings 
for tho hospital of $100,000. A great accor 
piishment forthe willane 

Ii 1851, the office building was gol to De 
Weaver 

Tn 1959, the hospital was stuccoed and a 
‘office was installed and space and work tables 
made available o the Hoeptal Lacie Auxiliary 
So that they could work tere instead o aking 
the work 10 the school, The hospital was con 
nected to the vilage sewage system in 1954 19 
1959, an Auilary Light and Power Plat as 
was purchases 

in 1965, separate Medical Recoras Oe- 
partment was established and Wirs Helen 
{iteLachian) Watson was the fst Medical Re 
Corde Technician In 1967,itwascecidedtonie 
2 ll timo Laboratory-X-ray Technician, Mr. 
ose Pascual trom the Philipines, Previous to 
as requires 

ih. 1970, the name of the hospital was 
changed tothe Bentley General Hospital 

The Canacian Counell_on Hosptal Ac 
creation granted Accraitation to the Bent 
fey General Hospital in 1073. This survey I 
‘volves an appraisal of the governing body an 
tal departments and services in provicing 
high degree of quality patent care Over the 
‘Squipment purchased ana the bulding kept in 
‘900d repair It nas served the Community ll 




















fang as provided a constant source of em 
ployment forthe women of te commun 

in May, 1981, aeonstruction anew Proto 
typical hospital containing 10 acute are beds 
ana an updated emergency dopartment was 
begun. This will be completed cary in 7982, The 
hospital as had aLadies Auaiary organization 
almost ram is beginnings, an importa direct 
ink between hospital and community Those 
ladies spent a great dea! of time and energy 
towards cowing gowns, bed linens, bandages, 
rapes, etc, ana doing mending, raising money 
{or saioment and iminnge and roving 

“The community service clubs and numer- 
‘ous indvidvas have al played a part in cantr= 
Suting tinsneily and providing eauipment and 
Service faites over the year forthe hosp. 

DOCTORS serving in he area wor! 
1906-Dr Evans-te tat dctar, Or. Saker, Dr. 
Loughbaum, Or. MeLan 
s9241940-0r, WA, Henry 
'941-Dr. Dodson 
19421845-Dr. Burjanokl, Or Perrault, Dr. Bu 
988, Dr. Stowart, Dr Locka, and Or. Tyerman 
1946-1967-Dr. and’ Or. (ts) Myers 
1967-1860-0r PP Kaye. 
1960-1978-Dr. WH. Mekendrick 
1978-presenty-O«. HE Hottman 

IMATFONS serving the nospital were 
1926-Mrs. Sveineen 








1937-Miss MeLcog 
1837-1098-Miss Hoglung 
1958-Lyis(Tompset) Seoular 
4942 Mies ©. Wi 

1043-Mlss Joan Mekee 
394S-Misa Oume Melvor 
1946-Eveiyn (Grant) Parkinson 
1940-M. (Biggie) Gibbons 
1940-Mra, M. Greene 

1950-Jean (McPhee) Thevenae 
1959-Mrs, Margaret Mekinnon 
1964-Miss EW 

1857-Mrs. JM. Berquist 
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1970.Me PO. Mathows 
1971-Mre. Patricia Wilon tothe present time 
The postion of Matron was changes to Admin- 
'srelor and Orector of Nutsing in 1970 


HUEPPELSHEUSER, OTTO ANO NELLIE 
By Glen Hueppetsheuser 

Otto was the elder son of Mr. ends. Peter 
Huoppelshouser, born November 19, 1665 at 
Maryavile, Kaneas. He had one brother and ik 

‘Nile was the elder daughter of Mr. anc 
‘Mes. Ephviam Withers, born December 18, 184 
at Somerset, Kings County, Nova Scotia, She 
ha one sister and tivee brothers 

‘Otto wanted to s0e new county a8 k nad 
boon vory ary In Kansas for youre Ed Bagor. 
friend of Otto, ha bean to Canada anc owned 
land in tne Bentoy distr, (uray Petraon's 
present nome). On March 4, 1908, Otto ana 
4, together with frends, Mr. ana Mie Chris 
Zimmerman. wit thir aon Jack and daughter 
Mane, (Mrs. Emest Spycher) lett Narysnie 
traveling by tran to Blacktalds, arriving thore 
four days Inter Ono's oket cst $20.10. They 
hed dinner at the Bedtord Raoming House 
South ofthe Blacklalds Post Otis, They then 
travelled onto Ed's place, 

In Otto's diay he wrote “Swore off tobacco 
March 12. 1908" In eas than a month O89 
bought the SE sof 24-86-26. Itwashomes: 
leaded by aman named Swedenborg, whose 
chiloren went to the singmen School when it 
‘openedin 1903. After spending al hismoney on 
‘sland Ottohadto work or awhile. Jobe were 
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‘easy to goin those days. He was working fora 
Stevenson west of Bentey. when Will MePhor 
Son came and sad "The land in Calkins Valley 
has opened up forhomesteacs" Otto borrowed 
‘ahorse- then he and Wilrode to Lacombe and 
{thon onto Red Deer slapingonthe steps ofthe 
Lind Tiles Ofice that right (bing August 28 
tiv weather was quite warm). ORO leg onthe 
Tend he wanted: SW of 5-47-2-15, 

In ft travels that summer ne met Nate 
Withers, iso's newcomer 10 Alberta. A fast 
Courtship ensued and having fled on a homes- 
‘ead the way was paved for mariage. Thewintor 
of 1908 and th spring of 190900tabulta house 
fang barn on the Homestead. On May 11, 1808 
Otto and Netlie “led the kat” at Nee’ folks 
home. Guests came on horseback, on Toot. in 
‘wagons and buggies - nothing like these days! 
‘On Aprils, 1810 Dorothy was born: on July 18 
$511 Glen came along. A year and a half ter, 
January 26. 1913, Morin arrived. In March 
41817 Otto taok his wile Nelle and thelr three 
liven back to Kansas fora Wi, returning in 
time for spring seeding, Things must nave 
been good because Otto bought # Model T 
Ford touring car. On July 16, 1817 Haro was 

Tn 1918 Oto sold the homestead and got 
ready ta move to the land Ne hac bought st 
Blackflde when he fist came to tis county 
This location was meh closer to market In 
Maren 1919 he made the move. He Rad built @ 
house andenicken houseanthis enduring the 
Winter The Stanley Ross moved in aro the 
road (they had four ehlaren also). It was an 
tly spring. Farmers goton teland early but in 
White. stutt covering everything. Food. was 
Seareeand the animatssuered That vistas 
‘Dons was bom (December 26,1819), Harry was 
born Septomoor 28, 1825 

in the early twenties they bought @ Tian 
Tractor and breaking plow With Nelle onthe 
tractor and Otto walking being th plow. they 
broke tang, The good years passed. quickly 
fand then the "ely, dry this were upon 
thom. "The family. milked over 20 cows. by 
hand. in November” 1034 something stamp 
ted the cattle over the Blingman River bank 
find 90 nead peranad before they weve found, 
438 they hag been trapped by the ie 

in the fal of 1819 the UFA. and the 
UWA wots formed. Oto held office ormary 
years in the UA. They always hed a sock 











hour oF some form of entertainment after lunch 
fnd at one particular meeting, held at the Ear 
Huckill nome in 1927, they stoned athe vedio 
foran nour Inthe summer theU FWA organ 
Tnod piencs and bara dances forthe enteral 
ment always thinking about building al. Ole 
TT ledemark donated and to bulls hall andin 
891 t malerilized. Oy ale ay, Otte crave a 
toam 311 miles snd worked on the hall. Finally 
the grand opening! Ben elswig the Bouncer. 
Ear! Huckil floor menager. Many good times 
(wore hag atthe Aepelund Hall 

‘Otto wae Councilor from 1991 unt 1999, 
when thismuncipalty wasknownas heM.0.of 
{Grown He was Feeve for yours andalo serves 
‘onthe frst naspital board. Me promoted the 
‘reveling ofthe main road west of Backfais In 
cy 

‘Nollie was # Charter Member ofthe Bina 
man Helping Hana which was organized in 
1920. She enjoyed the qulting bees and doing 

in 1848 te farm wae soldto Harty, and Oto 
ang Nele retired to Red Deer where Oto but 
houses to cecupy his time. They both belonged 
to the Friendship Club in Res Deer. They en 
Joved driving Back frequently fo vit family and 
{ends inthe old neighborhood 

‘Otto and Nollie calebrated thele Golden 
Weading Anniversary May 11, 1959 with a 
dinner for her six children an tami. 

Me. and Mrs. W.S. (oretty) Thompson 
Bemice, Bev, Derls & Roy. 

Mr and Mrs. Eeward (Doris) Wessien- Shir 
ley & Lary, 

‘Mr and Mrs. Glen Hueppelsheuser- Davi, 
Gail Laurie. 

‘Me and tire. Mein Hueppelsheuser- Den 
nis & Virginia 

Me. end Mrs, Harold Hueppesheuser ~ 
stuanita, Ariane & Conca 

‘Me. and Mr Harry Hueppelsheuser- Lyn, 
Dawn & Margaret 

‘Our mother passed away Dscembor 27 
1985; our dad duly 11, 1967. The chilaren and 
ther spouses got together once a yer in De 
Comber and have amemoral supperin memory 
a their parents 





HUNTER, FREO FAMILY 
By Lloye Hunter 


“The George Hunter family emigrated trom 
the Manitoulin sland area of Ontario an came 
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to the Digsbury cstriet in 1907, homesteading 
thirytve miles east of Oldsbury. There were 6 
boys and’? gis - Fred, Tom, Charie, Wil, 
George, son 

reg, ni od a horse ang 
buggy an bought grain and hay for Strong an 
Baller in the Didsbury district. Me ied to farm 
Inthe Bowden cistrict and workedin a creamery 
foreome3 years He then moveatoRockytord 8 
te16 and was a grain buyer for Parrish and 
Heimbecker Gain Co. in 1923 he soldinaurance 
{or Great West Life insurance Co. 

“925 was the sartotthe Alberta West Pool 
Elevator Company and Fred was stationed at 
tio, lta, and Tudor. before being transfered 

‘ter hls wie, Ena, ded in May 1948, he 
moved to Calgary, where he lived for # years, 
nd ded in May, 1954 

There were’ Boys in the Hunter tami 
Herbert Edwin, Wilber Lioys 
Tok ohn James and Norman 
























Echooling in Rockylovd. From 18300 1932. he 
twos a temporary ele! man for Calgary Power 
Und wormed inthe same capacity unt 199 
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when he joined the company fulsimo. He ives 
In Glelcnen, Bassano and Wetaskiwin and was 
famed Ostet Manager in Holden. moving to 
Gamrose in 1958 a8 Givision Superior, ving 
‘here. unt hs death in Maren, 1970. 

‘Wiert was bor October 3, 1909 at Ste 
ring, Alberta and tack hs schooling in locky= 
ford He moved to Bentlay with his paren In 
{220 ane worked for various farmers inthe di 
tret He martied and moved to Lacombe gstit 
find worked forthe Archie Criwel family for 7 
Yours. After that they moved to Acme, where 
they worked ona farm for 8 month an inthe 
Summer of 1948 moved fo Medicine Hat, work 
Ing forthe cty unt retirement n October 1974 
Iter he retired, they moved to Creston ving 
there for§ years. When Annie suffered astroke 
ney moved back fo Meine Hat. Annie ein 
4880 and Wilbert i ving Ine etrement home 

“john was bom June, 1914atOisebury and 
took nis schooling st Diosbury and Best. He 
worked at various jobs around Bontey and 
moved to Medicine Hat in 7041, where he ob- 
{aimed work withthe Canadian Paci Ralway 
fs. baggage outet service man, He was wane: 
{erred to Calgary withthe same position n 1948 
he joined the army as a corporal and was as 
‘charged October 26, 1946 He retried to work 
forthe CPA. unt his retirement in Noveroer 
1878 and stl resides in Calgary 

‘George took his school in Reckytord ang 
Bentley and worked for various farmers unt 
tnilating withthe Calgey Highlanders. He was 
killed in ction over Francein 1944, Howasbomn 
August 16, 1922 at Dasoury 

Norman, was bom in Calgary, March 25, 
4917 and marred irene Douglas and they lived 
in Red Beer, Megane Hat and Hussar, prior! 
moving to Swift Curent, Sask and as Mar 
hager of fhe Greynouna Bus depot at the ime 
Df his death December 25, 1003, 

















HUNTER, GORDON ALEXANDER, 
®y Gordon A. Hunter 

| was bom at Garons, Alberta, Dec. 25, 
1919, the ith son of Thomas and Jesse Hunter. 
Teagan my education atthe Barans School ano 
continued at Bentley when mi parents moved io 
theareain 1928, 1n 1995 moved withthe arly 
to tne Wenham Valey astrict north-east of Wine 
fila retuned to Bentiey to work or armersin 
that rea. 








While working inthe Bentiey ares | mt Et 
le Zimmerman of Sylvan Laks” On Apr 13th 
4840 we were marred at the home of Else's 
Graneparents, Mr ang Mis. Chris Zimmerman. 
Fhe fret four years ourmariageworespentin 
{ne Lacombe and Beniey district, 

{On duly 26, 1942, our son, Earl Wesley 
‘was born inthe Bentley Hospital. On Dec. 18, 
Yoid, I entered the armed forces In Calgary 
Hencetortn from early 1949 my lle snd son 
took up residence in Syivan Lake, which has 
ben our home ever since. 

T served with the Royal Canadian Arillry 
out of Calgary, Camp” Shilo. at Portage La 
Praie, andthe P.O W. camp at Lethocige:re- 
being my siecharge in 1946. 

‘On Aug. 28h, 1845, our daughter, Loraine 
Gai was bom. and on August 23th 1947, out 
youngest son, Lae Rass, was 20" 

‘ur son Ea ea heavy duty mechanic and 
presently is an Instructor employes by Armax 
Hining Co. at Kitsault 8.6, He mares Frances 
Hartung of Langenburg, Sask in Decomber, 
1970 

‘Our daughter, Lorraine, marced Brian 
piete in November, 1985. They make their 
home in Bassano, where Evian is employed 
ttn Pan Canadian Oil and Gas Co. He is aso 
the Fire Onl in Bassano, They have twee 
‘daughters and one son 

le married Wiima Schaay. ALN, of C 
‘gary in June, 1968.1He is employed with the 








Royal Bank and presenty la manager of the 
Drumhalor branch. They have one daughtor 

Pam employed witn Gulf Servos in Ree 
Deer, For 30 yoars | have Been with the Vol 
tear Fie Dept in Syvan Late, Most otha imo 
‘have served as Fire Chet, an presently am 
President ofthe Alberta Provincial Fire Chet 





HUNTER, THOMAS FAMILY 
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ster at that ime was ew. Howartn Or. Henry 
taas the doctor and the macical sence was 
00d. The druggists name was Johnson. 

“The Hunters neighbors weve Monty Pico, 

“The three younger boys were im seouts and 
Lian was in CGT 

“The family attondedchurch endschoo pe 
‘rams and enjoyed skating on the rer on Fr 
‘ey andSaturday nights andalso enjoyed sleigh 
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‘Tom and Jessie Hunter an family eame to 
Leentay onblarch 26, 1829to what was known as 
the Ray Miles place, one-hat ile west of Ben. 

Jn, 19 years, now ofthe Breton alate - 

‘George, 17 years, now of Rimbey - retro 

Tommy, 14 years, deceased March 3,180, 

Lilian, 12 years, now Ms. John Reid of 
ent. 

Roy, 10 years, now of Bentey 

Gordon, 8 years, now of Syvan Lake 

‘The family come trom Barons, Alberta, be 
cause of crop fallures. Thay nag only two erase 
in 10 years, 

"Things were much btterat ently, includ 
ing food and clothing. Farming was done with 
hotee-crawn machinery. wnich was kept in 
‘900d condition. The method of travel was By 
Rorees and wagon or a Model T car. 

“The four younger ones attended school 
Bentlay, which was suporor to the school in 
Barons and the family attended the United 








‘ing by norte ang sleigh 
"Tom and Jessie Hunter are both deceased 
and are buted In the Bentley Cemetery. 


HUTCHISON, ROBERT FAMILY 
By Harry Hansen 








Promo Hucison 


Bob Hutcheon came with family from Du: 
luth, Minnesota, about 1897 and spent couple 
‘of years in Wetaskiwin, whore they had Iionds 

“They cameo the GullLake areain 1899.nd 
bit thelr fog buildings on tho sare tall that 
Norman Floss was on. inthe midale of SE. 24- 
{0-15 Born and raaedin the Owes Sound ds 
trict of Ontario they had some. farming 
‘xperienee betore migrating te Duluth, where 
Bob was a stretcar operator 

“The Hutchisons had two daughters, May 
and Eana and son, Promo, 

‘iter a few years on the homestead, Bod 
took s job as foreman for John Saikay ofthe 
Fain Gresk district. Mr. Shirkey was a Provin 
fal road bullaing contractor This meant the 
Fitenisons had to move to Rainy Crook, where 
faccommodation was provided. Mrs. Hutchison 
Cooked for the rosa crew and Edna and Prema 
Sttenged tha Cart schoo! 

“They were back on the farm sgain about 
904 and bult a two-storey frame house and 
later a modern barn and hog house 

“The Hutchisons wore good farmers and 
wore one of the fst to grow Marquls wheat 
‘Thoy also did wall inthe nog business, and also 
Grove aioe diving tar and Buggy. Premo 
Sought one of th early McLaughlin Buick ears 
fang later an early model Fors 

Bob and Prema oth worked on the 
MePhergon threshing outfit Bab as separator 
than and Prema as fireman and sometimes as 
Snalneer 

Land prices soared during the fst Word 
War and many homesteader sald. In 1919 the 
Hitchsons soi forthe unheard price of $60 pet 











‘cre, had an auction ale and moved to North 
Vancouver, where Goo and Mrs. Hutchison 

May had marted & man by the name of 
‘Shants someone descendants silivein 
‘Wetaskiwin. Edna marriea soon after moving to 
the coast Prem joined the Provincial Police 
Force and serveduntnisratirement Heanahis 
wife ve at Nanaimo, on Vancouveriland. They 
have made several tps back to visitand Premo 
il kes to talk about the early days in Alberta 








HUTTON, JA FAMILY 
‘By Nova Landry 


James Russel (J.) Huon, born Apr 8 
1864 and Sarah Jane Armstone, born February 
27, 1854, both in Ontario... let Romo a an 
faa age and worked a3 8 cowhand in Wis 
conan. Texas and Montana He actually roe 
the “Chisholm Trail He did some tlegraphy 
work fut eventually took a homestead. near 
Fock Gree: Wyoming. He then weat back to 
tnarty Sarah Jane, wha has been widowed and 
was living in he Smith Falls area of Ontario. 














They spent the next years buliding up their 
fanch and raising tei family of Berna, Free 
man Blaine and Ray. Sarah's oy. By her fest 
Marriage, died soon alter boing sent back Eset 

In 1909 they sold heir ranch toa man who 
wanted to maka irinta dude ranch and ire: 
mains that to this day 

“JR, had Fis cousin, George Hutton of Hut 
ton and Mooney Real Estate of Lacombe buy 
Some land for him in te Bentiy area and they 
Of hallsection south of town, Nis 1S40-4-5 
fand 8 querier 2 miles east of town SE! 25 
40-14, whlen Ray later bought and on which 

‘The Huttons sated on ther place south ot 
town, where Bil Allan now lives, There were 
buldings up near the roae, whece the Urich 
Bros. hadtives, andthe Hutton ved thee unt 
In 1972 07 1935, hey Bulla comfortable nome 
west on the brow ofthe rver valley and had & 
[Beautiful view ofthe valoy. The property was 
sold to Edwin Chowan some years later andthe 
use was moved back up tothe east side of the 
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the Allan family 

Bertha, the oldest was born OctoberS, 1888 
and waa schoolteacher in some of ou ocal 
Schools. She taught at Sunset. Stephenson, 
Locker and Gull Laka, among others. In June 
1915 she marr Ray Miles Her more recent 
history is recorded under the Miles fai. 

F Blaine, bor August 2 880, farmed with 
his tether and than carreg on with te nome 
place and eared Yor his mother ator JR ced 
Inv August 1928. After ns mother died, he 
mage  cath-trage desl with Edwin Chowen 
and moved to NW. 13-40-15, naw owned 
by One Elswortn ang family. Blaine farmed 
August. 1946, married ‘Daise ‘Curtis and 
moved to Ladner B.C. Fiteen very contented 
Years followed but she died in uly 1961 anda 
Year of so later ne maried Lana Shav, who 
Ged in 1971. Blaine moved into tha Zion 
Ledge in Cloverdale, where he lived unt me 

Fay, the Youngest, nishedhis education in 
Bontey and assisted onthe farm. On February 




















Raya Bera 
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19, 1919 ne maried Zalia Faye Nicholson and 
they took over the farm 2 miles east of Bentoy 
Their son, Leo was om in Apr 1920 daughter 
Norva in November 1923, a Nurse Curtis nos- 
SJoungest daughter Gwen was bore December 
3 aae, Al thee entre took ther basic ecu 
ation in Bentley and each let home in tur 
Faye died in December, 1953 and Ray moved 
{a Vancouver, A couple of yeas later he mar 
fed Holly Nance the mother of his sola, 
Bob Livingstone. She died slighty over  yoat 
Long. She ail ives n Vancouver but Ray cles 
‘anuary 5, 1987 

ee, ater serving in the AG AF, marted 
and has been employed by the Dept. of Educe 
tion in Quabee ever since. He fe now withthe 
‘Metal faculty and they have 2 sons 

Nora after serving ln theR.CAF. married 
Joe Landry and ved in various parts of Canada 
‘on miltary bases. They have four sons and a 
‘Saughter ana now lve back in Bentioy. 

‘Gwen married Bod Livingstone In No- 
vember 1951, Although is work was nallgaris 
Dt Alberta they 19, are now setieg inthe Ben- 
fey ares. 


HARPER, THOMAS, FAMILY 
By Nowa Dickau 

“Tom Harper was born in Sackville, NB.AS3 

young man his ootsteps turned west and he 

rived im Alberta in 7951, ware he worked in 

vip 1814 e worked at the North West Miling 

Company in fed Dest ard boarded with Me & 


‘worted at he boarding house forthe Frenches, 





Thani dowel 07a aig 
eared nly ne om 

eedlvhetOet ec” tatorortony 

Seger "a Maso in 

time in the Post Otfice for her Aunt Lily. In 1845 














INGRAM, JOHN 
8y Maude ingrem 

Jahn was born in Missour in 1894 He let 
ssour about 1810 or 81 and werkedhis way 
‘nest through Kansas and up to Pusble, Colo 
favo, where brother Bll was living and they 
‘rotkod in the raliroed roundhouse. Anot 
Srotner Ar, algo came there an he stayed but 
Billand John lef to work tel way to Canada 
They worked at Cripple Creek and on up tO 
Stone Cty. euting marbesiabs. There they met 
(Gare Ridcle's Yoke and as sho was up inthe 
Bentley caret they decided to fina thom. Clar 
fee siser, Hazel was marriedto Arch Kineheioe 
nd they lived in tne Chapel cistrict. The broth 
fre worked ther way on to Great Flle ana by 
{hen had enaugn maney to buy a teks 0 C 
‘ety, then on to Lacombe, 

“iohn had S0€ when he landed in Lacombe, 
Mardin, 1818 But got ajo for two weeks with 
‘Johnny Jone’ family east of Lacombe. Clar 
lence Ridale came into Lacomoe to get him, as 
brother Bill was atthe Rdales. Jon's frst jo> 
was with Bon Hicks. Later he got a job with 
Vanstone ana Rogers in North Battleford, work- 
ing with purebred nores forfour years 

Liter he bought some cate and pasturod 
them west of Rimbey wih Mike UR Cate pr 
toe dropped sharply in 1919 and he lostalot of 

Brother Lafe was hereby this time and they 
bought a quater of and west of Bille quarter. 
farmed with him and worked out. Lae lf later 
for Miseour, so dohn bought him out, farmed 

In 188% dohn and | (Maude) were marta 
Stayed unt 1964. We moved to Bentley that 
Year, where we lived un his passing In 1971 
Sand where | stil Ive. 

Cur daughter, For iss. Aired Skjons: 
berg and tas tives children, Curtis, Roxanne 
‘and Norman 























kin 





‘Our son, Lsonara tvs in Rimbey and mat- 
‘ied Mute! Dentman. ‘They have two. sons, 
andy and Lorne 


INGRAM, WILLIAM FAMILY HISTORY 

Witiam (Bit) tngram was Born in 1860 in 
Missouri USA. to Olver Ingram and Lydia 
Reark) He ieit home in 1908 to "soe the 
word working his way northward toward Ca 
hada through the wheatfalse anc raronds of 
Karaaa, the Cherokea Nation and catle ren 
hos of Oklahoma, the Santa Fe riroad and 
{he gold mines of Cripsle Crook, Colorado 
He skinned males ona raltoad grade in Ieaho 
and dug ditches In Butte, Montane, Nis eye 
forever on the beckoning 49th paral 
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In Great Falls, @ stone's throw from the 
border, he wae 20 broke he had to sell is 
‘overalls, but finally nthe fall of 1813 In such 
old, said Bl, "You could Wreze your face in 
‘August he crossed onto Canadian coll with 
fis Brother Jonn. In the early winter of 1914 
they headed north trom Calgary to iit two 
O12 Colorado thiends, Walt Rigdia and Arch 
Kincheloe who were farming in the Bentley 
ast 

“They like It and stayed, working around 
the Forshee, Bentley and Rimbey ast. Bl 
went to work for Mr. Rayman, the father of 
Aor, (ke) Raymond, on hs Forsnee farm 
‘About 1818, wth maney jngling in his pocket, 
he bought trom the Hudson Bay Co. ono-quar 
ter of land one mi due west ofthe vilage of 
Forshee and in nis spare timo, cleared it by 
hand. bulla shack ang planted his fist ctop. 
By 1824, with money he earned working aut 
he Bought team of mules, some macrinery 
fang Bult a two-storey farm mouse, a barn and 
Corel. His brother Joh ved with him her for 
‘nile ang thelr young sister Lucy was chie! 
0k and botie washer 











uring these years ne earned the rick 
ame 'Steambos! Bil [compliments of Poa 
Raymond | believe) ia Ronor of the spoed and 
[accuracy of his tong gat plteing’ arm when 
he played for the famous Gantreviow basebal 
team, Some teanmates wore his brother Jon, 
ike Raymond. Charla Brown, Arch Kincholoe, 
and Lome Crag. 

il marries tho former Mary Wine of 
Bentley and they setied on the Forshee farm. 
raising. among other thins, seven kiss. Mary 
twos an active member oe Forshoo Wl sl 





educated and well-rad. Bill was active tho 
UrsAvand the CCF aays eager tora rousing 
polical argument an a chance to tl stories. 

He was expecially loved bythe kids whom 
he'd load info hs old model-T and bounce 
long the country rods to bal tournaments at 
Outland. Chapel schools, never faling to 
stop at Ambrose Montalbsti's Forshee store 
fora big sack of candy to please the noisy 
‘Gang. He was a member ofthe Forshee Com 
munity Hall Board and was often called ito 
fate service as a ‘bouncer’ at tho dances 
then revellers got aut-ot-nand on dee Mont 
{omens homemade hooteh 

He had a talent for pay-writing, drama 
and humorous skits and Tim aure many ole 
timers wil remember his performances on the 
Stage of the Forshee Hall He was en expert 
fisherman’ and hunter, never fang to bring 
home moote, deer end elk from the annual 
hunt sti ean stand the taste of maose-mast 
‘ut to thi day 1 love the feel and smell of 

‘Mary was born in 1898 on a farm at Wa 
ter Glen near Ponoka, to Jonn Melszer anc 
‘Anna (Gauzer), When ber father was killed in 
1809 In a coating accident at Canmore, Al- 
tera ner mother Anna. moved the fshly 
Back tothe farm, it was there she maried a 
neighbour, Steve Wine. They moved to Celge 
'y, Nordegg and then to Beetley where tay 

tle on fart ithe Sunset Hil. He sc 

fr, Annie Jaholka, and her brotners, Frank 
fand Louie Tve at Bentley. Her brother, oe 
Mosier lvec there ster his fut larm at Ro 
fats, BC. was sola In 1965 to make Way for 
{he tea Dam. Joe lea in 1078, 

Bil anc Mary sol thelr Forshee farm to a 
neighbour Ralph Srown, In 1981 and retired to 
Bentley. Bil died in 1877 at the age of 86. 
Mary lives at the Rimbey Parkland. Manor 
tine she says there ere never enough hours 
Inthe day to create the many and varied hand- 
Cals she fs $0 note for, Hundreds of Der n= 
‘eeately designed crochet patiems grace the 
homes ‘of trende and relatives. across the 
county 

“Tle family are seatored across western 
canada Ethel mated Wily Jatay of 
Uckhare, where they fermed unt they bult 
the Balmoral Cate in Bartley inthe early 6's. 
They now lve in. Summerland, 8.6. where 
Willy finaly nas time tog fishing Thelr che 





















dren are: Donald of Hinton; Dennis of Black 
falds:Diann Seumiuz and Derek of Calgary 

‘Margaret married Ed. Mnyk of Van 

‘ano worked for MeMilan-Bloesel unt 

ant let year {0 Powell lve, .C. The 
Chiron are: Mary Gowane, Darlene and Larry 
of Vancouver 

ydianne married Art Drader of Rimbsy. 
They’ and thei enldren, Ellen Nicholson, 
Phys Straatnot and Rand all ve at Powell 
Fiver, where Ar. now retired, spent thirty 
‘years atthe pulp ang paper plant. 

Tinie marted Jenny Holmen of Bentley 
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who operated a Ladies’ Wear Stor therefor 
wile. Ther children: Richard, Neil and Ad 
‘royal ive near thee parents in Eémoston, 

Ellamae married James Gunn of Rimbey 
who operates a Mens’ Wear Store In Provost. 
bert Their four daughters, Linda, Brenda, 
Louise ana Valeon all lve in Edmonton, 

Lucy married Max VendenBrink of Red 
Deer. They lvad in Australia for ‘wo. years 
where ther oldest daughtor Susan was born 
‘Thon back to Red Deer where ther chien 
Susan, Tory, sim, Cheryl and Miriam make 
their home, 





LIAFFRAY, ARTHUR & JEAN 

Arthur Jara camet the Lockhart distiet 
around 1910 trom Scotland. He pent the early 
years working onthe railroad ang improving hit 
omestead. Mls brater, James, had gone back 
to Scotland in 1013 to bring back nis bride and 

“Jean Seot came to Abort with the James 
Jattiays sriving on dune eth. Arthur and Jean 
‘were martied in Lacombe that day. Aunty Jean 
laughingly tells of naving to mik the cowon the 
‘ve ofherartival here, which she ant done in 
Seetland 

"Mrs. Jatfray spent some time cooking tor 
the ralway/man. She ran the Lockhart Post Of 
fice for several yeas: the children atten stopped 
for mail on tholr way Nome from school 

"hth and Jean dit have any children of 
their own, but they wore known as Aunty Jean 
fang Uncle Arthur fo every end in the cist. 
‘Thoirhome wa olen filed wih young people. 
‘Aunty Jean's deight wasn giving it forall or 
snyczcsions.Irnenberfergngateg 

‘Aunty Jean was a Hfetime member ofthe 
Lockhart Lasies Ci 

‘rthurdatray passed away in August, 196, 
‘Aunty Jean lived on te frm until she sod fin 
4963s which tie she moved to Rimbay. She 
passed away therein August 197, 








UJAFFRAY, JAMES WEBSTER 
By James Jattay, Jr. and Mabel Elestas 

“Jemee Wiestr Jatfray wae born in Abet- 
deen shite, Scotian, Oct. 19th, 18%. He emi 
‘rated to Canada in 1005, He workagion a dary 
{arr in Boingham, Waeh,, anc in the logging 
mils st Arrowhead 6. 

Histirstlovenad always een farming, sohe 
returned fo Lacombe with tne intanion a iing 
fora homestead He armed he lana otic was 
in led Doer so he wakes from Lacombe to Rea 


Deo, striving about 2:90 in the moming, ta be 
there when the land tiles ofee opened 

‘The homestead in the Lockhar district ha 
very heavy brush, so the fist ask was to Brush 
fsnaugh space fora log house to be bul. 

in 1912, tthe Winlpag station, on nis way 
back te Scotland he near ofthe sinking ofthe 

Ip 1819 he marsied Margaret Thomsen in 
Scotland and they returned tothe homestead 
combo thity miles away. When pige were ead) 
or market, it was one day gaing ana stay In 
Lacombe overnight retuming heiext day wth 
the necessary provisions 

Al wintor Jim teighted lumber from 
McPherson's milto Lacombe andbrought back 
‘groceries for tne mill and MePherson'e store, 

‘Maggie stayed on the homestead, cared or 
the chron, milked the cowa, and fed the ves 
tock In this way they were able to buy enough 
limber to bull a Rouse n 1920, 

They were both very active in community 
afars Megale was lathul asa member ofthe 
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‘Women's Institute. She also sang at all com- 
munity gatherings. 

“lim se” on the counciof the Municip 
ty of Lorne trom 1918 to 1928, on the Lockrart 
‘Scho! boar he Lockhart Chueh board and 
‘he Lockhart Hall Board 

In 1985 ny retired to Re Deer, wherethey 
resided unt Maggie passee away in 1903. Jim 
“Spent lve years atthe Senior Citizens Lodge a 
Uncone. end two yearsintheRimbey Auxiliary 
Hospital He pasced avin in 1990 

‘him ang Maggie had twee enildren. 





SIAMES, the aldest, marries Glaays Sol 
beer They led on the family Tat ntl they 
feted to Red ser. They have tive chldran 
Sein oldest git, Bevery. ss married to Duane 
Young, She is a nurse at the Islay Hosp 
‘near Marwayne.‘Thelt second daughter. Sha 
the Foothills Hospital in Calgary. Their third 
taugnter Lynne maried to Greg Markowsk 
She fs # nurse at the University Hospital, Ea 
rmonton. Their oldest son Les, works In Cal- 
ferry Milera. He works Yor Aiberta Govt. Toe 

EDITH, the eldest daughter, married 
Witte Strongstag, and has ves in Vancouver 
tor thirty-eight years, Thay nave two chien, 
Ibert whe works In Vancouver, and Lyin who 
‘arres George Buda. Sheiealogalsecrtaryla 

[MABEL the secona daughter, married Nor 
man Elestad, They now resi in Slactads 
"They have three ciiren. The eldest caught, 
Faye, married Bill Read She is astonographerin 
Lethbridge: Brenda, the youngest til resides at 
home and is n Grace 12 this year, Terry, hele 
nly son, married Cathy Neuman, He bull 
ing inspector for ABugow and Sunderland in 
Calgary. They lve in Airdrie 


JAFFRAY, WILLIAM SR, FAMILY 
By Nelle Heating (Jtray) 

‘The Jatray family lett Scotland on June 8, 
121 We sola our farm, eat, arses, fae 
pioments and housenold furniture n May and 
Fok the tain ftom Aberdeen to Liverpool and 
failed ftom thre.on the Empress of France, We 
paid more for passage on lager ship as we 
Thought we woulon get seasick but Sandy was 
the onion that did't get sick ana ne dnt 








‘ive us any trouble but justly in his bunk nd 
Sucked his tte, We were onthe ship for about 
& week attr wo recovered, Dad played the ac- 
Corglan and there were afew Seotish poopie 
fboard 20 we danced ana it nelpes to pass tne 

‘as had decided we should come to Can 
aa as al hls brothers and sisters ag come 
tare His brother, 808, had come back from 
Ganada 30 travaleg back with us. There was a 
folate. of the Frasers aboard, 09, But he 
Lids lke Canada so didnt sty long 

‘As our ship came up the St. Lawrence river, 
the grass looked so green angall the bulaings 
looked so lovely and white amongst the trees 
tnd was a welcome change alter seeing no- 
thing but water for so ong 

"ymen we landedin Quebec the men wentto 
see tay souls get vt something to eat and 
they got lost as thoy couldnt speak a word of 
French, They had told methey weregoingso| 
tuas lot wih 5 chiaren, Wille 11 yrs. lg Jim 
Ime: Helon 6; Jean and Sandy 1 year and 2 
months. The immigration people came. and 
[sked me what had inthe eutesses and | old 
nom nothing but clothes. Themen finaly found 
the way Dack withthe sweat pouring down 
their faces. The train going west was about to 
leave and our trnks hadet boon checked so 
Dad gave one of the officals afew dolars ana 
tee boardedne ran ancineaded West. Thetaln 
‘opped [ust ou! of Quebee so | went toa grec 
ty storeandgotsomethingtoest onthe train as 
tte Nag to cook our own meals. A place was 
provides for cooking 80 we ware vary lucky 10 
fet a making compartment for al the family 
fnd wo had our own Biankets 

‘Wie wore very happy to arrive in Lacombe 
after our ong ain journey anatnerewesaw our 

“Thece was a farm fr sale lathe Lockhart 
iste. which we bought trom s man named 
Glie Micklomere. twas just across the road 
tom Dads oldestsstor, Jeanie, (rs. Strachan) 
land they ran he Calkins Val Post Office. We 
{etted down there ang Bull cur house below 
{he hill he side of theraxe. The olé bulaing 
Site was & half mule up the il Bt we had lived 
beside the road in Scotand so decided to bulld 
there, We ives with AleeJatray, Dads brother, 
bo wo bult granary fo live in unt we got a 
heeded the granary: Those were the days win 








wee sim Robson andthe big steam thresher 
witn twenty men to cook for Later we got 8 

When Wille and Jamie got older and were 
swing to work hey cleareseitches forthe Mux 
cipal and were able buy lang next tous 
‘has known as the Smith place, They each had 
‘eighty acres, Carl Golin a neighbor of ours, 
bhaont any ns co Jimmierentd three quatre 

‘olned he WI. na ws hadsome very good 
times and lots of fun | was sont to Calgary a8 
oficial delogate and that seems 50 long apo. 
Mus. dim datray wont with me one yearand Mrs 
Relph Wiese another. 

"ll Dads brothers and sstars, BoD, Ale, 
Arnur, Jeannie sn Hattie, ith thelr wives and 
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rusbands, ved ear ut and wetook ums going 
{o each ones places for Chvistmas. dinner, 
‘ahem the eildren were allmal, One Chistes 
‘we were going to Bob's and the snow was 80 
deep we hadto ake to thesiae ofthe oad witha 
team and large sleigh, with lots of straw and 
blankets. During the altemaon a blizzard blew 
Up and wo had to stay all night We had pickee 
tp Auntie Jean and Une arthur onthe way 0 
they had fostay too and the house was realy 
‘rowed. Tho resto he lames lived neater 30 
they wore able fo get home. When we arrives 
‘Thore was no power in thse days so we mar 
aged with Kecosene lamps unl wo got 8 ga 

| ved on the farm for thirty yee and al 
‘ways cooked and baked with coa' and wood but 
‘ras always abe to make lovey brea ane Bune, 





Alter thity years. on the farm, Sandy bought 
lutnrough the Soldier Settement Board and Dad 
fand | moved to Bentley ana lived tere forthe 
ext twenty years, next door to Mr_& Mrs. Ted 
(George. Das died September 25,1065 athe age 
ff 82\and later! moves tothe Senior Citizens 
Lodge in Lacombe. A tow years later | marred 
Frank Healing and he passad away in July 1970, 
|Thave eeen here almast nine years and there 
lant another place | woul rathor be 

Wile and Ete! lve in Summertand, B.C. 
imme and Elsie near Flmbey: Helen ard Law 
ence Winter in Olver, B.C. Jean and Roy 
Henderson in Oliver. Sangy and Haze ve on 
the old home place: Glacys and Erest Holmen 
Inthe Bentley citric: Kathisen and Elmo: Ov 
lund in Calgary ang Harry an Frances in Pie 
bey. Beth marred Hary Solberg andshe cies 8 
Yyoars go, Most of my family married Norwes- 
ns. ae there werent enough Scotch to go 








JAMES, CAPTAIN ASB. 
‘ay Sid Thompson 

‘The NE. quarter of 20-90-1-6 was home 
steaded by John Bigam, & dialing was bul 
fand.2 welt dilea, whieh was about the only 
Improvements on the place. John gave up the 
farmto work on the Northern Alberta Raiway. 

‘Some people by the name of McConnell 
lived onthe farm for while Mrs. MeConnell 
was small person and very quick inher move 
ments and a great berry picker. Saskatooss 








252 


‘wore very plentifl onthe place andsheenjoyed 
poking them. 

‘Several families lived on this farm for short 
periods of ime and te nex owner was an Eng 
Fishman by the name of Captain James, an 3 
ficor of some rank in the Bish Army. His wife 
fand family had a three-storey dwelling on the 
south side the quarter wth avery niceviewof 
the lake. The boys alendeg Garrit school, but 
‘id not mix very well withthe rest ofthe gang. 

"The Captain-ashewes known-niredrank 
Dail om south of Sylvan Lake, withastoam 
uth 0 break large area ofthe fam, which 
ras very fertile ana free from stones, But very 
hily. Only an the extreme east ancwestsidos of 
{he quarter was level enough to Duld an old 
‘ypehaystack Henry Stone and sons armedtne 
land asthe Captain wasreailynot born armor 
He later bought some property just short 
tance eauth east of Svan Lake and a cain at 
Lower Camp, where they lived for some ue 
land eventually returned to England. Thar son, 
Lioye stayed on at Syvan Lake. 








UASTER, BEN 
By Elmer A. Calkins 

Ben Jaster homestetded the $:N.-2-41- 
Wt He was of Gorman descent and came to 
the area in 1908. He had a theahing machine, 
‘nth no blower or sel feeder. That was done by 
hand Ihuseda ¥2F.P. OsLavalengine mounted 
‘ona ste! whee! wagon. twas stil muse when 
fe fot he farm in the tidale T9408, Everl 

“The grain was all put up in sacks as it was 
the only way to Keep record of the grain 
threshed 

‘The road went by a fow yards tom his 
house He always kept afew dogs. They got 30 
‘ad they ha tobe put away by court action, 

He had two sons, one living inthe Pesce 
River area and tho other in Saskatchewan. 

Ben ied in a home in Innstl, and several 
yoars at Condor. No longer abe a look aftr 
Dims, he went to Camrose, passing away 
there in nis late 80, in 1980, 





JENSEN-MOORE-MULBACH 
NE 17-40-28-4 
By Harry Hansen 
This land includes the west 22 acre cor 
rection strip that runs up and down the Sth 
Meridian line through the provines A man by 





the name of Jensen became the owner of tis 
Tard. slong wth the south quarter and stp. 
making & total of too hundred ana eighly 
four aes Jansen bult a frame mouse about 
13902 oF 1803, broke up somo small patches 
that he could da witn horse power ang built 
barn and granary and acquired some cattle 
and pies 

Unfortunstely, Mes. Jensen became a crip 
ple end thelr son, Benny, used to whee! Mis 
mother to vist sme ofthe neighbors, In tha 
‘1 191, my brother Bob and I wore on to way 
hhame fram schoo! when we heard Mrs. Jensen 
trying for help. She was alone and ha fallen 
from her wheelchair and coutd not get up. 8a 
and felt ike real heroes ator we had it hee 
back ino her enalr and mage her comfortable 

In 1912he Jensons olor traded ther lane 
langhad an auction sale, understood they wert 
back to North Dakota, where they originally 

EC. and 08. Moore beceme the owners of, 
thetand, ether by barter or purchase and Bula 
lean-to on the house to make Ita falr-aized 
house for hat time. The land was divided, Esco 
taking the south half and 0.8. the nora. 0.8 
pent few years on the farm and then rented 
to Ray Siler, whose family atended Gull Lake 

‘About 1916 it was rented to Pete Mulbech 
sho also nad a tamil that attended Gull Lake 
Schoo! Pete later extablahed a diy farm on 
tne south outskirts of Edmonton 

Twomen, Swagiey ana Moss were invowved 
in the ownership of he land at cferent times 
but nove ved there. 

tn 1918 oF 1819, Ede Hansan bought the 
north place and ved there unt 1243, when he 
Sold it to Eric MoLachian. Many years tater 
1964-65  & wae sold to Josh Wikis and Son 


JOHANNESSEN, BERGER 
iy Selma Bergeeen 
Berger Johannesson was Born at Tromso. 
sung, Norway, on Feb 12h 1887. Histor was 
4 ishorman, and wes lost at sea, leaving his 
‘widow and six young chien, wha, ator tis, 
lived ina smal! nouse on the farm of Berger's 
Unele and aunt, Mr and Mra. Albert Bergeson, 
Berger aut school eary ta work at ho bar 





tel ctor, in order to help support the family. 
He also nad ancther jab Ear every morninghe 
had to walk about twa miles up a mountain 10 
‘open the gam on a creak, and overy evening 








waked up to close it. This creck was used for 
‘perating a power plant ane bartl factory, 
‘That walk was oa! tough. | know, a8 Ihave 

He came othe Bentoy dlstrict in 1911, He 
‘mage his home with Gerhard Haarstag an his 
wife, who were aunt angunele. Then 00, he 
ent money name this mother. e stayed with 
the Haarstac for eleven years, then bought the 
Ev-25-40-2-05tn, whieh he Bull up. and 
farmes for many years. 

He seeded mostly brie, which he fe to 
fooder catla, after harvesting He never sola 
‘rain; always fet Healso always koptenough 
{rain over rom one year othe next, fr seed in 
ase ne had a crap failure, 

He usually kept one or two hired men: and 
several housekeoper’ but mostly aid his own 
housekeeping, He was very capable. ss ne 
Canned rt, Baked, andevenkrit mits, withthe 
Norwegian patton In them. He wa alvays 
feady To gh a nelping hand, and ned many 

He passed away on August 1st, 1945, attera 
lengthy ness, 








JOHANSON, VICTOR & FAMILY 
‘By Victoria (Johanson) Motus 

In 1928 my folks emigrate rom Sweden, as 
my dais unele, Ed Lofgren of Blackfads,had 
Sent back glowing accaunts of Canada, With 
two small ehidren, Ragnar. two years, and | 
four months old, wat an awesome feng 13 
leave home ora strange country. West Bast 
trask, Sweden, in July 1923, and arrived six 
wooks lator in Blackfaids, Alberta We stayed at 
‘my uncle's place for a month in August, then 
moved to Joha Hlstads inthe Bentley cleric. 
Daghelped with the farming ans Motherhelped 
with housework, 

ad purchased afarm 1: mites west of Hi- 
stags, the NE-2-40-2-W 5th, vas Heavy co- 
‘ered with poplar, soa spot was eared, and he 
Bult a log noute that served us or 10 years 
before bulaing on an addition Times were ard 
for many years, but we were never hungry, as 
deer and febbts were pienttualzo fen from 
Sylvan Lake, 1% mies aay. No job was 00 big 
‘ortoo small for them to giv ital they haa. They 
took our shoes of when they were grabbing 
‘toes. That way they knew we count gettoofar 

‘Alter the log house was bul twas estonia 
that we had a. good supply of water So he 
bought and mace a wal cil for himseit He 
Alled water walls for many years, for many 
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people, improving his ering outt unt be- 
ames eal good water wel dell. He also lst a 
{eu fingers during his water wel dling years. 

(Dad learneg English sooner than the rst of 
us, as ha was out working with other people. We 
fivaye spoke Swedish at home. When Ragnar 
‘farted schaothe didnt know much Ergish but 
was fortunate in having a teacher who coule 
Speak Norwegian and ane coula communicate 
wih him. Sho was Mss Mages Wold. now Ms. 
Magda Anderson, of the Condor aistit. Mom 
tna | learned trom Ragnar, s0 when | startes 
chook next year, | knew afar amount of Eng- 
Tah, Through the years the whole family could 
ead and wite English. Dad and Mom ead @ 
‘reat deal Io spare moments of time they had 

‘Dad and one of our neighbors bult hat =| 
mile of corduroy read across a swamp, onermile 
fortn of our place, That madethetallto Bentioy 
Shorter and easier, a twas 10 mies from out 
place. Thore were jacktiah jamping inthe water 
fand grass 

Fhey bought some horses, cows pigs, and 
chickens, ss te years went by. all made ile a 
ile easier, but we stil kapt very Buty. Mom 
raised many turkeys forsale aver many years. 


‘Sho was abe to do al the chores, s0 Dad could 
ft out and work: She miked cows and sold 
day to take the cream to town by horse and 
buggy 

ten we had ve in Canada for ve year, 
‘oad applied for naturalization papers, and we 
became Canadian eltzens 

When the time came to build roads, the 
farmersuwith horses worked ont roads help 
pay taxes. When he roacs were laity passable, 
Badboughts Model T Fora, This wasfast ans: 
portstion # you could put up wih all the con 
{rary hanie ofa Model T Mom learned 0 arveit 
fs wal 

“Then Dad figuredthere should be an easier 
way to ext down tees than chopoing and grb 
bing, #9 he invented a brush cut. workeo 
fall well, excopt the tepals proved to be too 
Cost He ied for years ling ln 

‘few yoars prior 1935, and attr, horana 
sawmilin the winter 50 he could acquire 
umber to bus new buldings In 1935 an add 
tion was built othe log house, ana that year my 
Siotor Elizabeth was both. A ew years later he 
hadsawed enough lumber toeulisanew barn. A 
few barn dances ware held, some forthe war 
ior nd some for Palm Bay hockey cub. A 
tol known orchestra rough tho war years was 
‘Ma Trainer's com Calgary. They payed once for 
the war effort atthe bam gance. They atved 2 
litle earlier and wont to Mr. an Mrs. Pete Chis 
tianson's nome, a quarter mile away, to play 
$ome musical selections for Mrs. Eric Saborg. 
fan aged pioneer lady, who led at her daugh 
tars place. There wae aso one wedaing dance 
hela at the barn for Nick and Annie (Anderson) 
Serepnok 

In 1899 Dad purchased a 92 volt wind: 
cenargr to supply us with elactriity, and Mom 
(Got 22 vot elctric washing machine, the st 
She had ever had was big help Yo Nee, 25 
there were hired men, and Mom boarded school 
{achers also looking after an aged widower 
Wo ved across the road from us. He was Mr 
Martin Upland Johneon, but we aways called 
him Me. Uplana 

‘The fist telephone lines that Osd helped 
organize were strung an diferent tyoe poles, 
‘hat wore later replaced with more substantial 
Ones. Then came rumors of Calgary Power 
rally. Oad belioves strongly nbettermont 





for people's comfort, inclusing his own, so 
Started canvassing th neighbors for prospec 
tive partie that would Be Interested n Calgary 
Power, He was aboto sign up enough to get the 
line putin, which I believe was one ofthe st 
consructew: He took eoures in rural late 
tatlon, wrote and passed the exam, and wired 
‘many tarmsteads near ane fat 

fis main Interest in ite was faring, and 
learning all he could to make the land produce 
{00d crops. Farming always came fst and he 
was always ready to ty every new typeof farm 
Ing. procedure, machina, or cropping, He 
bought a thrashing machine. The crew was 
Comprised mostly of neighbors. Hethveshed ot 
them, and most of al thai threshing dues were 
paid inthis way 

He also hited a few Insane ‘on the crew. 
Thenhebougats combine and dis oniyhis own 
crop, 

“They ware able to take thei ist tp to 
‘sweden ater the war, He brought back ton 
pounds of Vega barley. wishing to ty ithe. 
Was passed through customs. He seeded i ang 
Watched ts progress carefully proved io be a 
00d barley- Aer a year or two he had enough 
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to seed al his land. They made one more tia 
to Sweden in 1062 

He also helped many neighbors bull their 
houses over tho years, and supervised and 
helped bulls log chalet tthe Mecicine HS 
Cub in 1850. Dad also sharponed plow sheres, 
‘ing this in the very early morning, before the 
ay got 100 hot 

Fe was elected councilor forthe County of| 
Lacombe, and served on that counel for many 
years unt his passing In 1964 

He was alsa intrested in polities, believing 
Inthe C.CF. party and was once asked tobe 8 
Candidate for the Labour Progressive Party In 
the Rocky Mountain House constituency, but 
vas doosted. 

When allthe and was cleare, nei no mare 
tree et for wind protection, he cecised plant 
proce trees and manitoba maples asa protec 
te Pedge. He also plented raspbecrios and 
Strawberries, and eventually ome appe trees 

‘Our entertainment inthe early years were 
‘the Christmas concerts and tne schoo! picnic. 

Hewat amomber ofthe Elks Lodge, and the 
Wheat Pool and Dairy Poo! 

Ragnar stayed home and helped with the 
{arming alter nishing school He marred Betty 
Briton of the Marianne district In 1948. They 
have four chien, Ane, Bernard, Cindy, and 
Valerie. They now ive in Salmon Arm, £6 

I married Albert Mettus of Withrow, n 1942, 
We have thre children, Sarr, rian, and Ken 
Wo ive at Lesievil 

Elizabeth marred Car! Wood ofNew Bruns 
wick i 1957 ‘They nave three chien, Dabo: 
‘2h. Judy, and Kevin. Elizabeth and Cave in 
Calgary 

Mather, Signe Johanson, passed away in 
January, 1070 











JOHNSON, GUS AND CLARA AND FAMILY 

olger Theodore Johnson was the oldest 
son of Matin and Gunhilge Johneon. He was 
botn September, 1986inStarauck Minnesota, 
Slater Helga wes older, They movedto Webster, 
Day County, South Daxots the following year. 
Sister Alma was Born im 1869 rather Julius in 
1897. On June25, 189, the faint Rossland 
come to. Canada, arving at Bently, Sep 
fombor, 1900, Sister Helge had maried Mans 
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‘Skonsbero and they moved io Bentley he same 

‘ger lived with his folks unt hs mariage 
to Minnie & Olson (Haarstad) in 1010, Thor 
‘orginal Rome is sll standing, although has 
been vacant since 1964, Two stop-chidron Ne 
lis-end George Olson, ced as teenagers. Olger 
find Minnie reid Gertrude and Edward Olson 
fd had si enldren of ther own = Gus, Olga, 
‘iulis, Grace, Goorge ang one daughter who 
‘ied at the age of two veers. Gus stl arms 
‘he home piace 

‘Sige married Ared Anderson. They lived 
fon the north half of the Johnson home until 
1985 Their seven children, Janet. Loretta, Les 
lie, Meri, Harvey, Larry ang Dianne were a 
born and raised on the farm. Olga i now 8 
‘widow and lves In Eckl. 
tel stry is found eizowhere in this book 

(Grace martiod Aired Elswarth in 1981 and 
their story i alto in tis Book 

(George N. Johnson, born in 1923, tives in 
Los Angeles, California, He never marted and 
Wworks Tor Bel Telephone as a maintenance 

‘Gustar Malvn Johnson marcos Ciara And 
erson in 1802 and brought his bride ome te ve 
with his family. They built thelr own Rouse on 
{he same farm, i miles west, 854. Theiroigrt 
chilgren were al risedthere- Christine, Mure 
Oni Clarence (Budey), Gloria, Adele and 
‘ovng, James and sulle, Gus, Clara and James, 
Sliivon the same farm. Thay moved the Ae 
omist church trom Bentiay and renovated i 
lind moved in for Mother's Day, 1980, having 
funning water forthe ft time, although !ey 
had power since December 1977 In thle a8 
house. Gus eave astill misses heat rom tne 
Johnson’ sawn st Hoadley and at Nordea 
later 1952 He was a sawyer skies logs wi 
nis horse, Tony. and trucked lumber from the 
‘mil to various lumber yards in contra Alberta 

“The fal ofeach year saw at east two weeks 
reserved for "Hunting" Gus followed in Mis a= 
thers footsteps and, with Norses, wagons and 
poles, okked north toHoadley or wastiothe 
North Saskatchewan rver by Rocky Mountain 
Hovte to hunt for moose, elk and deer Itwasan 
group. a8 many a6 a dozen to a camp. 














‘Guten Clr dcbsn.Civiine Maeand On 1838 





chores done = pigs and cows fed and cows 
mikes 

Wid gare was the dll fare from fll unt 
spring thaw. Evan then we enjoyed jare of 
Canned vanion taster than any Boe Ato" the 
Take plant came te Bentley. we enjoyed rozen 
‘98m all yar round 

‘Christin Johnson graduated with honors 
‘tom Bentley High Schoo! She mated Donald 
IMtzner In 1951 and they moved to Calgary, 
tinere Donald was 9 carpenter Seven chigren 
‘were bom there: Kathleen, Marlyn, Bruce, 
Brian, Kevin Cameron and Lawrence. In 1981 
at fio years of te. Brian died of cancer The 
family moved to 8VLA. acreage in Strathmore 
in 1965, Daughter Dawn was born in 1068. Do 
‘ald died of ear attack in 1969 and daughter 
Marlyn at sixaen ded in a house fra in 970, 
{Chvstine stil farms at Strathmore, being active 
sn he eommunty. She fs praicent ofthe Day 

















‘Care Society: treasurer for Meals on Wheels: & 
rmombor ofthe Hire-A-Student Board: director 
ofthe Widerness Ranch Society. She was un 
Ssuccesstul in her mayoralty bid In "960, Sho is 
presizent of ‘SirtmCal-Development, Lt, 
luhion developed an 8D-acre eub-ahison in 
Strathmore. Her si children al va at Stat 
‘more But Dawn is the only one stil et home 
1956. Tho two daughters, Tery Jensen sn 
Both ase, lve in Ecmonton and Bachan. 
Muri, Bil and son, Chestopher, born in 1976, 
ive in Camrose where Bill has hi wm agers: 
ng agency - ingot Acris Muri as 
‘or seventeen years, wnis they ined there fom 
186201879, Thay lostason Billy 97% ands 
daughter, Chiety, in 1978 

Cui Johnson, bor 1936, married Audrey 
Wioldon rom Lacombe. Thay ive at Olds Ther 
fve chileran are Kathy \ohnean) Clarke, Su 
san, Valeria. Carve an Michael Orv owns © 
Johnson Enterpeaes, a well ste. servicing 

Clarence (Buday) born 1942, maried Carol 
‘Stoltz In 1965: He cod of kidney falurein 1907 
Teaving sie month old son, decry tnd en 
‘dopten daughter, Judy. two years, 

Gloria Johnson marred Dan Lartt, Gloria 
received her RN. at Calgary General hospital in 
1965, Thee chulen are Cindy. lait and Di 
anna. They live in Terrace, BC, where Dans 
with the FLCMP. and Giovia is employed as & 

Allo Johnson mart Garry Imbery and 
{ney ane thor two cilen, Cor and Chad ve 
Inthe Lake Bonavista area of Calgary, where 
Adelle employed as a dental hygiene. 








Julie Johnson marred Ceci! Raw in 1968, 
‘hoy and ther four boys. Greg, Tren, Cus 
and Adam Gustay vein Spruce Grove, Alber, 
Where Jub isthe area dstrbutor for Amway 
James Johnson works for Dome Petroteum 
1s 2 gaa plant operator at Caroline, He ives at 
ame ang heipe Gus an Clara on te farm 
Both Gus and Ciara are active on the farm, 
enjoying week-end visits trom thei children 
fweniy-thres grandonlaren. tnd four. greet 
Grancenicren They celebrated tei forty ith 
wedding anniversary in the Sartley Community 
Hailin 1977, with one hunsrad and forty-seven 
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‘quests prosent. One hundred and frty-sixwere 
relatos 

Gus celebrated his seventh bitnaay in 
‘August, 1960. His dale paying entertainac the 


‘mary triends and tary who droppin wish 


JOHNSON, LYLE 
By Harry 8 Hansen 

Lyle Johnson was a son-in-law of Mr. and 
irs. Jann Hug, Senior, having married Theresa 
Hug about 1946. They moved onto the Fritz 
Eboling place, the $W.2-40-26.<tnwhich 
‘hey bought in 1965, 

‘Thehouse.ané ound barnhadbeen bullby 
Fritz inthe 1920's. twas occupied by Jona and 
Eva Ebeling while they were building ther c= 
ment block nouse on that own farm Ther son, 
donn Henry was bom there Fitz who remained 
bachelor, had several families, most hed 
hep, Inthe house before Lyi and Teresa took 

‘The Lyle Johnsons were energetic people 
‘They tore down the famous round batm, and 
renovated the house. Thay rained the slough 
land; increasing mer cultivated land. got some 
chickone and livestock and hada wall balanced 
mixed farm, 

‘They had three sone, Lawrence and the 

However, after soveral years they decided 
to aive up farming. Lyle went nt the grain ee 
ator ousiness and transterred. to, Dawson 
Creek. B.C, where he passed away while sila 
comparatively young man. 

The farm is now occupied by Me. & Mra. Eb 
Ten Hove, who have 8 beautifel and modern 
farmstead 








JOHNSON, MARTIN 

Martin Jonnson was born Norwayin 1842 
and sotio’ inte Vig community, wes of Ben 
Aly, in 7900, 

He came to America at 2 years ot age, and 
sted in Minnesota, where he matried Gunda 
Kiteson in 1870, ator which they ied Io South 
Dakota, before coming to Albena 

“Thay ha three ehigren: daughter who 
married Hans Skionsberg: one son. 0.7. John 
Son, and a second son, Julius 

Martin Jonnson passed away in January, 
1809, 
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JOHNSON, OLGER AND MINNIE 
By Gertude Darron 
Minnie 8, Haarstas, second child of Mr & 
vrs, Gormard Haartad, was born in Minnesota 
(bn October 2. 1881, They didnt ve there very 
tong and moved to North Dakota and farmedin 
Ranson Coury. 





‘There wore four children, Gertrude 
George, Nelle and Edward, wno was two weeks 
fold when his ather passed away. Minnie lived 
‘nthe farm fora while, havin to help care for 
the stock. The same year she moved to the 
tinder schoo eve 

inecember, 1904, Grandoe Gerhard Haar 
stad came toNorih Dakota by taint heipalin= 
fie move to Canada to lve wits them. They got 











to the Haarstad farm i time for a Christmas 
Concert Nis. Marin Johnson was holdieg for 
Minnie proved up on hee homestead, 
sw2ed0-2-5, atthe distil cour In Wetas 
win on April 21, 1909, On ths placa was a 
house bull where ved and atrwe attondes 
Stopienson school, about two mules east 
‘SigerT Johnson and MinnioB.Clson were 
marfed in the Vig Luteran church by Pastor 
Tlansen They wer thes couplatobemarnied 
Inter burned down but was replaced by the one 
Iruse now. They lived on Minnie’s Nomesteas 
find bought the SE 25-40-25 and continued in 
mixed farming. Oigers Ife was hunting and 
Trapping. There was lot of open lana through 
the country and Olger went to Hoadley oF 
Rocky Mountain House for big game every ‘al 
In 1910 Olger got mheumatieTover ana was 
in bed mostottne winter anittook fetal nis 
Tater fe. He liked Yo Break horses both 10 rie 
In 1899 there was a bad electric storm, 
Rouse. Then in 1995 Olger and Minnie were 
Iniking in the barn when the lightning suck 
{nd hited both the cows they were miking and 
put both Olger and Minnie out for 8 tow se- 
fonds. When Olger came fo, he wen {0 help 
Minnie who waa tll down. Olgers arm was 
fever quite right afar fat and one finger was 
ump, Three hogs which wore Wyn under the 
manger were aao ile, 
‘Siger hed a ft of heart trouble botoe he 
passed away in the Sway Nosptal in Rimbey 0 











iter Olger passed away, Minnie continued 
to Welln ner house on the Nomestead and Olga 
Bang family lived with hee unt 1955. Olga anc 
famiy moved away end Gus ané Ciaramoved'o 
lve with Mather Mother spent shor! periods ot 
time with her other saughters. In 1965 she 
‘moved te Bertie to lve with Gertruse,untishe 
{0k sick and Dr MeKenarick hagher moved to 
the Bentley hooptal He also mage arrange- 
‘onts for her fo move fa the Lacombe Nursing 
ome. In December 1969, Mother bcame very 
litang Dr Mekiobon has her moved toe La 
Combe General hospital, where she passed 
‘way Christmas Eve, December 24, 1963 in her 
Finey-test year. She was burl inthe Far 
Plot at he Vig cemetery bythe Lutheran church 





LUBILEE BAND - 1954 to 1972 
By Edna Wetzel 


The Bentley Jubilee Band was organized in 
‘August, 1954, under the sponsorship the Ben 
tiey and Ostrit Board of Trade and the Bontiey 
BPLOE. Lodge 218, uno gue nancial blpte 
getthebandstarted. Thecommitoemembersin 
harge of the bands beginnings were. LM 
Grail, CW. Hergot and Or. SA Weaver 
Fant five members of il ages trom Satay 
and surrounding towne, vilages and districts 
began practice with Jack Barigan as bandas 
for In adstion, the band had fve gil aking 
Imajoatt training. As membership Increasea 
the band wos divided into a groups “a schoo 


Jock Bergan - Bandra 
Booka to Mann Cobaks, Chri Hope 
Sr Mees MMOs 





"Bog Ulaer Cah once Mela Sa 
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band and a senior band, This division asted for 
fut and high school graduates ef to further 
thelr education, me two groups again became 
In 1856 tho band became self-governing 
{rom the adult band members, This fist execu- 
tia included President" Archie Gary, Vice 
Mary Wilton. Jr; Bosra members - Cecil 
Suggett, Bob Carve and Or'S.A Weaver 





The band met its expenses by charging a 
small membership fee. and by marching in 
Simmer parades from Edmonton to aay 
fn from Stotler 19 Rocky Mountain House 


1962 the band had acquired clortl uni 
forms = black trousers with 4 gold stipe, Golo 
colored jackets and white cape. The bands 
Smart appearance, snappy marching and fine 
Blaying won awards at these parades inthe 
Cammunty Bands section. In the summers of 
ble for marching, the Bentley Band and the La- 
Combe ‘Lions Band marched as one” the 
{comb Bentiy Band 


Not only did the band mareh to meet is 
expenses Dut Italo performed st pions in 
‘4o0rroseos, Central Alberta fie and concerts 
dn thestage'n rontol the Rea Deer grandstand 
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trumpet player’ eye olases and a low-tying 

The Jubise Band also entertained at ie 

in 1870-71 fhe band receives donations 
trom th Bentley Order of the Royal Purple a3 
the Bently Kinet, i alzo received 8 yearly 
Sant vom the Cultural Activities Branch, 

‘The Jubilee Band participated in bandest- 

‘Bentley Band proves it's among the best" and 

‘Bentay Band gets unprocedentos plus"? Not 
only ci the band recelve such nonors but hose 
‘mambers who competes 8s instrumental solo 

(One highlight of the banes caroor was it 
concert pertormance in July, 190%, the Band 
Sholtin the park atthe Legislative Buildings in 
Eomonton 

"The year 1979 saw the band so depleted af 
Some meribers went inte Lacombe ta play wth 

‘The nancmasters who so aby lee the Ben 
tiey Jubilee Gane are Jack Barigan (1958 ~ 
1864): V. Wright, U. MeGullough. L Ganson, 
Frsner, ROlm and bike Aenfymicnule (1967 
1975). 





JUUT), CARL AUGUST 


Car! August Juutl was bom March 8th, 
1912,in Hater, Minnesota. In October, 1928, 
comigrated to Canad with hs wigowea tthe, 
four olger sists, Aune, Jean, Sad, and Mini, 
And one younger brother, Telve. Two athe sis 
fers, aveady marted, remained behind in the 
United States, 

The family atrvee by train in Red Door and 
ied acaroutto espe, The following spring, 
they settled in the Eckvile cstrict. His father 
remaried in the spring of 1826. 

Carl was fourteen when he lft schoo! an 
went out ta make his own ving, The next fe 
Years he workes east of Eckl for John Saar. 
‘no owned both farm anda sawmill Cat was 
treated like one of his sone, Me. Saar washing 
find mending a clothes along with the family. 

He met his wie, te former karina Skjons- 
beng, at a dance in 1994, They were martied on 
March 210, 1996, i the study of the Red Deer 
Unitea Charen minster, Theironty possessions 








were a thiny-ve dollar stoveandaneightdollar 
‘Aiting worker hewas never unemployed, 
troughout the "Hungry Thirties", having var 
tous employers and occupations In 18340 was 
Intlated into the carpenter trade, working fot 
ten cents an hour, on hours @ day, atthe Bl 
‘bell School of Eee. onthe Diamond Valley 
oad, in 1981 he was employed at the oriquet 
plant in Nordegg_ when the number wo shat 
bw, kiting Swentyeight men 
Family fe was simple. They would go vist 
Ing on foot, carying tne baby. vetosixmonins 
(lg, between them ina wash tub. Their cor 
bios, sted or canned meat, and flour made 
from local grain, ground in the Eckvile ml 
They moved to Sylvan Lake in 1943 anc 
built thelr own home, Carl working ata service 
Station Inthospring of 7982, howas hired the 
UUncomoe School Divison a5 a carpenter, and 
vee day Inter became foreman. In 1857 he 
was pul in eherge ofall maintenance, a posi 
‘The family, now consisting offveboys, nd 
‘one gir, moved tothe Sxonsberg homestead 
west of Bontoy, in 1955 to cave for Marinas 





Mr & Mes Cr St on Fn 


aging father. Then in 1858, Car! bulk another 
fame for them in Bentley, and in 7981 ne was 
‘gain bllding, this time On tho farm, six les 
west and one-half mile south of Boney. Th 





A concerned community mamber. Cari was 
involved with Boy Seoutslatermiteny for ten 
oars serving es president of the Diamond Val 
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ley Association in 1950, He has also been act 
Lutheran Church of Bentley trom 1986 to 1968, 
then as a part time minster m the Apostolic 
Lstheran Choreh of Syvan Lake. 

"Aline tie of wring, they are enjoying 
retirement nan apartment in Bentley. The 
Chiron are all married anc have families ot 











KANNELIN, JOHANNES AND FAMILY 
By Elizabeth Hall 

Johannes Kannein was bom in Osi, Fi 
Jang, in 1888, He worked in a logging camp In 
Finland anc later came fo Canada and worked 
for farmers in the Racky Mountain House and 
Ecile siatits. He also cid some carpentry 
‘work, bullaing barns and log houses. He had 
fatned massaging and treating back problems 
in Finland and used this knowledge aftr com 
ing t0 Canada, 

iss Agnes Hil was born in Warden, Idcho, 
in 1882 andeame to Albertawth her parents and 
‘ster. They took up ahomestead north of Eck 
wile ana lived na log cabin, broke land and 
talsed grainand nay When er parents passed 
Sway, the sates, Emly, Ester, Agnos and 
Louse, remained on the farm. They Bought an 
‘ld bulging which wasthe fist stro in Eexvile 
fnd it wae taken down and Raul tothe farm. 
fi Kannelin with hel trom neighbors rebuilt 

Hans and Agnes were marie in Red Deer 
in 1920 anda few yoars inter sat Louse mer 
TeGlentirincalary Theres he 

“The Kanneins ved on the sister's farm and 
in various places during tet fs few years. By 
1926 they had 8 famiy of fe chigren. ang 
moved to Ontario for 8 year. At the and of the 
{year they came back to Albena. Other rturn 
Yip. all of the elven contracted whooping 
‘ough. The family again ied in the same dis> 
trict untl 1898. Than they settled on a homes 
toad west of Bentley, the NE. 17-40-25, south 
‘cost of where tha st hil located, The family 
had grown t0 seven when they moved to the 
homestead, two more children were born there 
She the lst ofthe ten children was Born inthe 
Bentley nosot 

Two relatives, Cal Juut and ike Nem to- 
gether with neighvors,Nelped to uli the log 




















house onthe homestead, They hauled heir wa- 
for trom a nearby spring for about wo years: Mr 
Kannelin dug a20oot dugout for water by nana 
but the streame were small and id not yal 
water for very long, £0, th helping hands, they 
hand-cled 156 eet cown andnad good water 
"boieve thie wells sti being Used 

The ft field of 28 acres sas broken in 
1902. Neighbors that wore wel established in 
the area, wore helpful in lending and giving & 
rand wth machinery. By 1888-€0 he Kanneins 
hag become more agvanceainiheirfarmingané 
thir first tractor was a jonn Deere, they gota 
{ew cows at a tine and gota Roree and buggy 
‘They hauled their hay trom the Mil Sisters ho 
restead, some eight miles away, and Mr. Kan- 
Fala usually went forthe hay 0 she cauldvisit 
twtr her sisters. One or two ofthe eile ook 
turns going with har 

Mr Kannelin hac cleared land by hand 
alongside hil in order ta travel west fo Eok- 
‘ile, A bachelor, Alex Lugpa ved over the Pil 
wet ttm the Kanneingon the NW. 17-40-25, 
Sins he and hr Kannetin took ture driving thet 
teams to Eom 

Mr, Luopa often visited the Kannelins and 
enjoyed the use of hei sauna. He wasvry fond 
tine etilaren ane would always ask about any 
‘of them that werent present 








One winter the oni family. with the excep 
tion of Mr Kannelin, caught the iu 20, he 
Tooked after a of hem as wal as caring for Mr 
Lsopa, who io had the fs, and deing his 


Mr. Kannoin often waked over the hills in 
Nr Luopa and all the other neighbors 

The Kannelins remember Jack Anderson 
and other kindly neighbors who often helped 
Mi. Kannetin stow, Jack Anderson helped aid 
‘im with groceries toward the big family and 
also helped Mr Kannan with the Engh n= 
‘Guage erpecialynusinecs paces The owner 
tthe Mercantile storain ently was ory goo 
‘azout extending credtaneeismoteend remind 
fei he ils weren't pa for awl. When Me 


The family was fortunate to have Mrs. Hans 





Skionsberg as a neighbor a she was always 
willing 10 eu the boys hai, 

“There were vere forest tre inthe fst 
years and many came to help ight the fies, 
There w 


lots of raspberries and otnerkinds of 
wits fut in those times and some years, Mis. 
Kannalin canned three hunered. quarts. We 
Picked enough bere forthe neighbors too and 
helped them with their chores. When our cows 
went dryinthewintertime, we wentandgot kim 
Ink trom some ofthe neighbors My Brothers 
hag # small tap line around the area and we 
‘nen it was 30 degrees below zera, The Days 
ls cul wood an 801 it 

‘One winter, when money was had fo come 
lagging camp. He also worked around th cook 


























‘The Kannolins ied on thei homestead for 
tony-tnee yoars botore moving to ArmstTong 
BC The parents both passed away hore. Althe 
‘iaren are sil ving, Three of te sisters and 
{wo ofthe brothers are marries, One site ves 


KELSO FAMILIES 

‘Alec Kelso ang his nephew, Finley Kelso, 
immigrated trom Seat to the Durham die 
tact about 1908, homesteading onthe SE. 22 
30-15, one half mile south of where the Dur 








Finley and his uncle proved up on their 
homesteas with: much work In 1923 Fniny 
married Winnie Bish of Bentley and together 
the respect of all who knew them and were 
‘massed by ther neighbors when they 8014 thelr 
and bot passed away there 








KENNEDY, WILLIAM FAMILY 
‘By Margaret Dawson 

Mr. & Mes. Willam Kenney, with thoir 3 
cenlgren Jahn, Mari and Elizabeth, lett Aber: 
‘een, Seotlane and came to Canada in Api 
1911, They. were met In Lacombe by Mrs 
Kennedy's brother, Bob Jatray, no ook them 
by wagon 10 tho Lockhart district. Tragedy 
struck shortly after they arrived when Elizabeth 
{ied of whooping cough, which she had con- 

feted on the boat She was ® months old 
In July, 1814, sey took out a homestend 
the NE 64-44-25, and ¢ more enldran, Bi 
lie, Margaret, Frances and Beatrice wore born 
there "The enleren all went to. Sunset ill 

"Mr Kennedy di some farming, rises pigs 
and had quite afew catie. Ho also worked out 
Some and Bull few houses, neiing hs own 
He died in May, 1882, 

‘fou years later, Mrs. Kennedy was mare 
tied to. Andrew Mitchell and they continued 
{arming until moving to Beatle. Andrew diedia 
188 

Bile died in July 1985 and the other son, 
nn left for the United States in 1821 and hie 
breaont whereabouts fe unknown, Mari ives in 
Rimboy, Fences ona farm south of Bentley ang 
Margaret in Berl. 

Wire, Mitohell ved in Bently for quite a 
ante and then moved to the Senior Citizens 
lodge in Lacombe an later tothe Valley Park 
‘Manor in log Door, where she led in Agus, 





KEAR, MRS. CECILE 
By Kathieen Baynes 

Mother Kenneth andi movedt the Bentley 
istrict in 1903, trom the Mirror area east of 
{Cacombe It seemed tous, as mal chien ko 
the far frontier without the Indians. The tall 
‘woes, denge bush and wid ife were a wonder 
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was @ place 1 get wel, to, forall heee of ue 

We owe 4 lotto Carl Christopherson, who 
hited Mother as «housekeeper. though she wa 
very lathe ime, enabling hero keep Ken anc 
me wath eras a family. She was faced with 
putting us in an orphanage hat spring fr there 
teas no socal aidin those days, Ca! was obo 8 
hap tous for many years ana is sila genuine 
friend 


‘We moved in March, 1996, to the Turner 
place just aross the road from Boyle schoo 
‘Thisisonnedby the Carison family now,andwe 
pont the longest time ving ther, 


Things werent easy for Motner, but there 
were neighbors wonder what we wouldhave 
Gone without the ganorous family across the 
‘oad. When things gat morethan she could nan- 
Sle, Andrew and Hulda Anderson were neigh- 
bors she could go tan know they wouls hep. 





Andrew came over one day with two runty 
‘baby pigs Tor Ken and me and sai we could 
Keep them alive we coulé have them, Thal waa 
challenge Mother swung hee 98 pounds into and 
Succeeded. Those two itis and-alsed pigs 
went to market to supply us with winter clothes. 
School things we needed and rae treats, 





week We could ena grocery oraerewithhim to 
the Bentley Mercantile and have tem atfuly 
bus service Wel often soe his Macel 7. cum 
limousine stragled wth itchsmnkers going £0 


‘An enduring influence in those yearsbegan 
fone summer wen Ruth Brattorg came to 
Spend some tine with her bother Harold. She 
Started aitie Sunday Schoo or the neighbor 
Ing children and apened a doo: toaliving ealy 
tat has boon with me all my Ife. stil wessure 
the Bible | receives for good attendance ane 
appreciate the duit promptings of our Mother 
tho eaw that Keo and | attended regulary 

Altpough ou steps have gone far ara wide 
and ite nes brought t's rewards ang als my 
mn atten goes back to the many people who 
wove thet part of our ite 

Mother pasted away in Cranbrook, 8. in 
June, #978, alter spending many yoars there. 
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KERR, KENNETH FAMILY - 1917 to 1925 
'8y Gladys (Kerr) Nicol 
On @ cold February day in 1917, Kenneth 
Ker, who had recently bought the Bentley 
reamery, brought nis wile, Ciara, son, Alex 
fn daughter, Gladys, 10 Bentley, where they 
fret ved inthe former Clarence Daron house 
Groctly across tha rod tom thecreamery Just 
§ Yow weeks lator ther son, Gorcon, was bom 
find two years later anther son, Lawrence. a 
fived during an especially severe May bizzare 
Fortunately. the amily ddctor and good trond, 
Dr Simpson of Lacombe, was ale to got aide 
‘onthe stint ran trom Lacombeto Bentley 
nd arrvedin timeto delver Lawrence Theonly 
payment the engineer ofthe train would accept 
for making tht stormy trip was a forty ounce 
bottle of the Best. Before faving Bentley, £60 
‘more sone Kenneth and Stowartjinedthe Kor 
family 
Giaaya's sarlest recalloctions of Ife in 
Bentley are ofthe creamery, un by her father 
and tho times she spent watching the farmers 
from the surrounding. area unloading thew 
Cans of eream Irom thelr wagons and demo- 
rats, Sometimes there was great excltement 
When some of he horses became frightened 
Sn ran away. Her dag made not only butter but 
ice cream and dunng thesummer months supp 
lige many ‘of the nearey ‘communities and 
thurchplenics with tne Geliclous ice cream 
‘mage witn rel eream inthoee ays Many 8, 
Gladys and ner brothers arrived at thecroamery 
Ista time to sampleafreshly madebatchofice 








Gladys continues: “While ving in Bant- 
ley, Alex, Gordan ang started to schoo! in th 

ie ed brick schoo), hat was later used as @ 
fre hal nthe basement, ad the Elks Legion 
hal upstairs. This alsa served as 3 Senior Ch 

en's Drop-in Cant fora numberof yoars. | 
hate Pad the former hrs, Elie sa toachor Yor 
In tew years Her interest in hor students and 
the goad musial programs her classes pro- 
‘duced have been long remembered. 1 was a 
Pieesure recently al the Bentley Fale to mect 2 





former classmate, Mrs. Herolé Poterson. who 


‘Ling eonear Gull Lake was a great sevan- 


2s, on many a summer evening, Oad would 








take us down fo Srownlow’s Landing inthe old 
Mode! Te0that we coud play inthesandandin 





the lovely clear oko. At that timo, Qui Lake was 
‘much higher withthe water simost up toe 
Banks. Mather used total us hw tho grain was 
hauled by fear across the frozen lake to the 
tovators curing the winter monte a hiss 
"About 1921, Dad left the creamery bus 
1 t0 ty his hand a farming. He snd hs 
Sisters husband, John Rae, bought the Luo 
tng Lareen farm north west of Bentley, Howe 
tr. he went back tothe dairy Business in 124 
then he managed a ereamary for P. Burns in 
had gone to school with Tam Lovimer back 














in Ontara. Over the years our family enjoyed 


Wisiting the Ras ane friends wha lved In the 
aut Bindman Valley 
“Three daughtors were born after te fan 
Dad passed away in January, 1963 at the 
age of eighty years and Mothor in October, 





KING FAMILY 
By Inez Harding (king) 

‘Toe King family came tothe Gul Lak cis 
tect ne speng of 1913. My dad, Ernest, and 
Gilbert came fst in March and ook ab with 
Esco and O.8. Moore. My mother and 2 brot 
fre Ralphandredand|eamein Nay, We drove 
‘ut trom Lacombe in 8 kmberwagon 

The fst house we lived in was the old log 
‘Gul Lake school house, situated where Lous 
CCabeika now lives. My dad renovate i into a 

'A hat tim, there was lt of wel ground 
around there snd me called t musk. | can 
Temember my das and uncles going bie Punt 
Ing, Partridge ana prare chicken were so ple 
‘fu they woule take them down tothe plgpen 
And skin hem, just saving the breasts, 

Inthe meantime, thereto he King faraly 
‘came’ to the Gull Lake ctr. That included 
‘Granma, Unele Ross, Uncle Har and Aunt 
2abeth. Granapa had been a veteran ofthe ivi 
‘iar. lsabeth nag never marrea 

“Trae ofthe brother, Rass, bert and Er 
fl, took up omesteacs in the Carlos cst. 
‘rest of eedle: Rose anc Gilbert proved up on 














thoir homesteads and became Canadian ct 
ons, bit my Ded never dd snd remained an 
‘Ameriean eitzen. Unele Har! was accidentally 
ile by 2 faling tee and ls bured nthe Ben. 
ty cemetery 

flowing spring and plenie ground on 
Ross's “nomestead ls stil called. "King’s 
Springs 

We tied In the log school fora couple of 
years, attonding the Gull Lake School. Then 
Dad ranted a place ? miles wost, know asthe 
two stil walked ta Gull Lake sehool. | took my 
Grace 8 exams there, slong. wth. Frances 
Court, Eton Poling ane Harty Hansen 1 had 
my sixteonth birthoay whe living there an 
Used to skate on Gull Lake 

In 1917 we moved to Rimbey, wneremy dad 
worked for O18. Moore for about a Yoar anc 
Ralpn, Fred and | went to the Rimbey schoo 
Ralpn played ball withthe Rimbey team. We 
then moved back to Bentiey fora shor time. 

In 1919 my mother and dad decid to visit 
har flks in Oklahoma, After thoy got there they 
Gecidos to stay so my Aunt Ezabeth took 
Rion, Fred and’ me’ to Oklahoma and. we 
layed there about a year, 
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‘oregon, an we ll wentto work, withthe excep- 
thon of Fred. wha was sitio schoo After about 
2 years, my dad decided he wanted go backto 
Alberta, s0 Mother, Dad and Fred went back 
but | stayed in Portland. They went back to 
Gull Lake and lived in a house just south of 
in lake = the Wolen house, which had been 
moved to the E.C. Moaro east quarter. Later 
they rented the Hutehison place trom the 
MePnerson ang Vetch 


, 
vo 


ed’ 
‘zebra, Eugene and Robert Kins 
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‘About 1025 they boughttne.€.120-4028- 
4 from Moses Erb and bulla small mouse and in 
828 they sold this place to Esco Moore and 
moved back to Portland, where had married 
{ne sttiog down and Fred andalpn ware there 

[Elizabeth Gilbert and Ross stayed on theie 
homestead for a wile and Gilbert went into 
Doltes ang held an important joo seth the So 
al Credit government. Ross studied to be 2 
‘minster and preachedinmany paces in Aloerta 
fand B.. Some of Gilbert's descendants ive at 
Rocky Mountain House 

Ti always remember the good times 1 had 
while wing inthe Gul Lake cistct asa young 
Dereon, lam he sole remaining member ofthe 
King fay 


By Ree Peterson 

The Bentley Kitchen Band was formed Io 
the early 1050's atthe nme o Ella Surat wnen 
‘towlaciesmet otk overtheidesot forming 
Kazoo band. We knew there wa atleast one 
going inthe States, butknew of ane in Canada, 
owe wereal least onginaintnearea Theplan 
{o play for fun became so popular and mush 
Toomes t0 rapidly, tat even in aur widest 
‘reams, we ovis nothaveoreseen thesucesst 
bf hsentetaiement band, andthatinthe 1060 = 
wwe would be tuning down many invitations, 
Some of us played together for about twenty 
two years, but with some ofthe ladies moving 
way to retire a other paces, Hie dieu fo get 























together now buteighto us dc got together iat 
Bentoy celebrate Alberta's 75th Birtnaay yea 
ndineaathvi asst here ortnepiajers 





Each memoer fashioned her own instru 
ment, using Kettles, pos, bleach bots, grat 
fs, elastic bands and an old type toaster, with 
{and individual jelly moids fastened together and 
filed ‘with dried (pees, made. shakers. The 
trumpet wasmedetfom bathroom nose wound 
Uupand witha funnel nthe ena. Our bass was an 
Invertad. wash tub, broom anda ight, 
‘votched rope end with ts deep punk sunk 
Caused lots of interest wherever we were. Our 
banjo was a copper washboard played with a 
‘wooden clothespin, ans a framework to hold a 

ila Sucrattwasour jazzy panist and played 
the only authentic instrument ia te bana Keeg> 
ing us on our toes, Much ofthe success ofthe 
and was due to this classy music on he plano, 
{ook over the plano and was equally talented 
fad ls now the leader wherever we 30 
‘and Calgaty and twice at the Jubilee Audit 
‘im in Gay, a wail aba he Macsonal 
‘We were invited many times to entertain at Se 
rior Ctizon Lodges n Central Alberta. 

Wa were fortunate im baing featuredinatwo 






































page article inthe old Family Herald, when Loe 
{ig featore writer from Vancouver took pie 
tures and inorviowed us 

Our audiences were always responsive to 
cur performances and our enthusiasm i 
eased a we played 

This article would not be complete i | did 
not mention the names of those wre played 
together or so many years and also rose who 
tre paying now. Gertrude Sugget played 
trumpot Jean Knightand Edna Haneen, bast or 
wind rateument on waehboard 









‘Agnes Palmer on saxophone, Therewere others 
who played afew times butt would be ait 








KNEIPER STORY 
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Creek ditt in 1900, and 
Shore of Syivan Lake on the SW 16-9-1-W5 
Me Koaiper, stern man, Kept fariy part 
from the community. They took no part in ai 
trict Io as other aters aid, and because hey 
lives just over the distance af compulsory 

nool attendance, the children never attended 
wih the exception ofthe eldest son, Chari, 
Slory lived wih the Free Nelaon tanly oF 
about three years Before leaving the sti 
Chario bought a farm, the SE 28-39-1-W5 0 
whats now the Sy Bentey Highway 

The hill naltway_ between 

CChatie’s term comers the Fs 











loren who worked very 
os of their heavily 
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land, and they found in ta bea gandneighter, 
sn exchanging work. 
fhe marnad. Freda Adams of Pend 
northwest of Rimbey. in 1824 Theie ehlsron 
‘were Oleta Arley, who maried Stove Olsen 
Mary Ethel Elizabeth, (Beth), who married Lee 
Baldry; and Glen. After thiry-eoven years on 
this farm, they sold itm 195%, and moved to 
farm wast of Stauffer 
(Chai ied there some years ago. Hi son 
Gien ail lives inthe Stator district. Beth eo 
sides at Caroline, 








KNIGHT, PETER FAMILY 
iy Frank Kright 


Peter Wesley Koight, age 6, Myra, his 
vite, age 8, Francis Wesley (Frank) age28 nd 
fis wile, Jean, age 20, arrived at Bontiey on 
March 15, 1645, coming from Radway, Alberta. 
They had nomesteadod there about 7808. 

In the fal of 1944 we hae bought 201 acres 
of Ph of Section 28-40:28-4 rom Alcor Eklund 
‘and during 1845 or eary 1946 we Bought the 13 
five parcel at tne NW. commer the above ans 
ftom CF. Damron. We divided the house a 
eady on the farm inta two living areae ane 9 
[Api 1946 we start to bulla our house across 
the driveway from the orginal one and moved 
Into tin March 1946, 

DDenta Jean was born May 20,1940 andnow 
lives in St Jenn, Quebec. Aria Elizabeth was 
‘bom June 26, 1948 and lives in Vietor'a and 
Cyne Alico was born July 20,1985 an also 
tives in Victoria, 

uring 1946 and 47 we did quit a bt of 
remodeling on the original house. We farmed 
fogether and enjoyed a busy community ie, 
being active in Rural Electrification FUA. Ru: 
fal Telephone, the United Church, Home and 
School and municipal matters unt Dad's 
‘eat in the Berley Hospital, Api st, 1954 

Mother lived on the farm until September. 
1959, whon we moved ner house to Bently. Sho 
lived there utiiner death December 2, 1968 
hich time ner Rouse was sold to Mr. and Ms. 
Spyener. Sr 

In the mesntime, Denta Jean ang Aa fn 
Ished Grade 12 In Bentley and Lynne Grade 8 

In March 1968 wa so the farm othe Nav 
mankos and moved to Victoria, Lynne con 
pleted ner Grave 12at OakPay HighSchoo and 
has worked for 8. Hysro ver since. 














Denta Jean is working i Administration ata 
Group Home for Retarded Charen in Quebec. 


{Arla and Jean both work forthe Provinc's 
Government Here and I am sil farting, in a 
mall way, with the Municipality of Oak Bay 
Parks Department 

We really enjoyed our twenty-our years at 
Bentlay and nave many fond memories an 
‘900d fin from those yess 


KNOEPFLI, HENRY 


Henry Knoepfl spot only a short time in 
the Bentley area. making his ome. wih his 
brotheranvlaw and sister, ll and Mary Unig. 
He workae for several farmers, cd some tuck 
Ing and helped Vere Miler th well dling but 
wae. probably best remembered for playing 
Baseball with she Benay Taam trom 1924 to 
027 

He mars Esther Martz of Syivan Lake and 
shorty afer went to work a welder in Tumor 
Valley. He nada weldingshapin Sylvan aks tor 
‘several years ana then went tothe Peace iver 
ounty, He and his wife are again ving at 5 
van’ Lake and thele daughter, Marguerite 
Spyeher, ves inthe Bentley cleric. 





KOSKI FAMILY 
By Arne Koski 

John P. Koski marries Albertina Kala in| 
Frank. ‘Crowsnest Pas, in 1905, Dad was 
miner and he and his brothern-law had bow 
Batching before Dag was married 

(On April 2, 1903, O28 had let to come to 
‘Syivan Lake strict, hen known as Kuusamo, t0 
fils on a homestana but had to stop in Calgary 
‘overnight in order to eaten ata fo Red Dose 
‘The flowing morning he heard the newspaper 
bays shouting all about the Feank sie so he 
went back home to find the side hed covered 
‘verytning, fe then came back and filed on 
the NE 10-90-25, He lator sold this lane to 
[man by the name of Umar The land i now 
‘owned by Eli Muro, 

Dad then bought eighty acres on the SE 
20-98-25 and later 2018 this in 1885 and we 
‘moved o8P.A. quarter. thad ne wel butour 
‘Dood neighbor, thelat Erick Luoma andhis on 
Strode halp us ail wal The was done by 
‘man power by means of 8 long spring Pole 











mounted oversaw hort. Ithinkitiook2 weeks: 
{o cil tos dopth of 196 fet, but we had ot of 
‘000 water 

We then had to start clearing one mune 
ane sic aces of Beaty timber. This was cone 
lath a grub Roe and axe, except for the last 
torylve acres, which wea done by Skacdo- 
poles D8 brush cutter. With all te rooks and 
frees, twas 8 lot of heavy work 

‘Dad pasted away in November, 1965, about 
‘emontha fore hs 78th birth andMom deg 
in July, 1988 at the age of 68 years 

‘My daletersand|allatended Saima schoo! 

My oldest sister, Lemp Marie, marrea Ray: 
mond kirk He cies afer returning trom the 
frmy. Later she married Bil Kemp and he 
passed aviay in tho osly ites and Lemp ied 
I September. 1970, 

| married Lemol Valley on the 9th of Ap 
43949 and she died July 16,3970, On December 
21,1973, | married Lucy Noures and we reside 
in Bentoy 

Sister Eigen married Wild Portin in 1999 
ang they lives in Vancouver untirWitag’s ass 
ing in 1868, 

Sister Ete married Spencer Wilson in 1942 
Hewes overseas trom 1940 1945. They vedin 

gary for @ number of yoars and now Ive in 

Edmonton. They have one daughter. Sandra, 
(wha i married an les n Calgary. 

1 sold my farm on the north-west end of 
sylvan take, SW. 40-2-5in @72anebougnta 
home In Basti. 

















KRAINS, ALERT 

By Ollie Papp 

IMy father, mother and myselt came to 
Canada trom Germany in 1909 and lived in 
Lotbeiage, Alberta, where my father workegin 
‘lumber yard forthe years During tat ime, 
he homesteaded in the Bentley district, ater 
Known as Lockhart, We moved up there. by 
‘covered wagon, and the Wp took que long 
time. That naz Io the year 1906, and. 82 Tae 
‘only 3 years oi, | co not remember too much 
Of the trip. My" grandparents, Grangpa and 
Grandma Lohman, and my Uncle Bill made 
the trp with us a5 Grandpa homesteaded 

‘Tne test fow years, Dad worked for 
Mephersons in their sawmill and Mother was in 
charge ofthe coakhouse and ato looked afer 
milla destovedby freandwolosteveeything 

‘ter that Dad started farming, which ne 
continued unt retiing to Bentay in 843. nthe 
fey days, we Nad 10 goto Lacombe by tam 
find wagon and the trp took twe days. 

My mother wae secretary fr the Lockhart 
schoo! district for many years and Dad was on 
the school boars fr quite some time. 

In the early years our closest neighbors 
wore Nall Bros. Georgeand Len Beddoos and 
Cari Thomas and hie daa 

Mother passed away in 3949 and Oad in 
+950 and they are both buried in tho Bentiey 











LAMPITT, ARTHUR 

Arthur Lampitt was sent to Bentley inthe 
spring af 1942 a5 Diet Agreulturst,t0 re 
place J Birdsall of Red Beer, who had beon 
Serving the ast. 

He served the detrct well and felt that one 
‘ofthe most renareing tings he di wast start, 
young tarmers' organization. “They. met 
Tmohiny, decided on 8 fopi fr the next mut 
Ing, gave out pamphiats on the subject snd ap 
Painted someone to lead the discussion. Head 
four or ved clubs inthe area anda number of 
Purebred stock benders were used.as source 
5t good breeding stock and alo forintormation 
fort member 

‘Soon aftr coming to Bentley Art married 
Hlen Cookson ang thelr daughter. Anno, was 
Born before they lft Bentiay in 1085 

“They maved to fam atTotlea where Joan 
was born in 1047; Kathy in 1949 and Pat in 1952. 

‘ter eight years of arought hall ang 
snowern reps, thoLarpit fami lett farm 
lana went to Satinwood school, south of Clve 
Where Art taught for five years, These were vory 
happy years end they made many good trends, 
whom they sil ust 

During the time they were ving onthe farm 
at Totiea, they spent two winters at ed Door 
‘nee Art taught Agriculture to returning vote 

‘ltr leaving Satinwood, Art took a teach: 
ing poston at Salisbury High Sohoal, nee Ea 
‘anton, ana they Bought a house n Sherwood 
Park and sil live there. Art ha cetiod from 
teaching 

‘Anne Is maried and lives on a farm near 
Drummondiile, ve. They have five children, 

"Jean and her husband, Jack Cart liv in 
Fe! Deer where Jaan toacnos and her husband 
‘owns @small store. They have one hid 

Kathy lives in Shorwood Park, where her 
husband teaches ang Kathy nurses pat time 
‘They nave two ehldren 














Pat ves in Big Valley where her husband is 
a bak manager and she apart timo bank 


iia Lepienis came to Canada trom his 
atv cour ef Livan aig bend, 

After working in Saskatchewan for a time, 
he came othe Rainy Creckaitit in 1928 and 
found employment on the Frank Nelson farm. 
During the winter months he did ehores and 
then spent time clering the brush from the 
‘SE 30-39-05, which head purchased. He 
continued working inthis manner for seven oF 
‘ight years. BY now he had much ofthe land 
omfortabeplaceto lve, hada well dle, built 
Sore granaries ana’ moved on to this place and 
Startod to reise hogs while be Kept Duy Hnish- 
ing th clearing of the lana 

‘hore was 2 lage shallow slough on this 
‘quarter, which am sure must have covered 
least fiten acres. By having a 100 foot wall 
‘tilled inthis slough tne area became drained 
and realy good ros lana 








LARSON, EDWARD 
By Hay Hansen 
Ed was well known around entey, having 
worked as a farm hand tor many years for 
farmers wost of Bentley and or C, Moore and 
Harry Hansen east of town. Ho was a 
professional withherses and much in demandin 
the 208 and 0's. He was known to walk all day 
behing edi or arrow just tomake it easier for 
his horses. He was probably better known as @ 
00d filer and was always happy to play for 
‘dances, house partis, barn dances and other 
entertainments, during those years 
His ambition was to gat farm of his own, 
together with somehorsesand cattleandthis he 
accomplished after he married Jenny and 











bought a farm west of Blacktalds. They had two 
sone Dean and Leonard. £¢ cid nat Ive toon 
joy mis farm ‘or very long as he died in his 





LARSEN, JENS HISTORY 
Jens Larsen wa born in Denmark in 1672 
His brother Nels who 


13 came 0 Canada 


Jens and said, "Come to 


















CCanaca,” as he thought there were great 
‘Spportuntos out west Soin 1900 Dadarrived in 
Bertley anc homestesded the present fam we 
sill have 

fs a boy he worked ae a messenger boy fo 
the king of Denmark, and did many ofthe tasks 

‘Our mother and her family came trom 
Scotland to Winnipeg abou! 1905. After working 
for a yours in the T.Eaton store in Winnipeg 
‘She came weet an there she met Dad and they 
‘were marned in 1912 











‘Da farmed the land for 50 years, end then 
‘Chari ana Harry took over the tarming. In 847 
they retired but til stayed on at he farm. Das 
passed away in 1959 and Mother in 1075. They 
had family of seven 3 Boys and 4 girls, James 
tt the age of rine yoars, met an early death in& 
farm accigont The rest of the family are all 
srying on in citrent occupations 





Mae marred Ralph Lougheed who lived at 
Benalto, They operated a store and fertzer 
business for 30 years and are now retired. 

Harry maried Edna Halingstad, They have 
2 boys and 9 gis, and now have 4 grand 


CChatle and Lian are on the home pace. 
‘They never married and keep the old home 
place awelcome place far usalio came back to. 

‘nine was the traveling one of tne tary 
Sho marriee Dave Stephan who was in the 
USA airforce. He met his death Ina tagie se 
force accident off Wake Island. Anne now 
resides in Colorado Springs, Shenae 2 boys and 
2 girs ang soven gransetitren 

“Jean, the youngest lve in Red Deer, She 
maried Gordon MacGregor and they have one 
{i and one grandson. Gordan Ie realestate 

(Submitted by the famiy) 





LARSEN, LUDWIG 
8 Olat Larsen, 
Sante Rosa, Cat 

My tatner was bor in Layton, Norway, Fb 
‘ary 7, 1850 and came to the US Ain 1853 His 
father settled in Columbia. county” southern 
Wisconsin, There were no schools and my fa 
ther was a grown man belore he learned his 
ABCS. My grandiather ded when my Sad wa 
20 years 016. He learned to work and did Some 
farming but ues were ner 

He took atriptothePaciticcoast as ayoung 
‘man in 1873 end spent 4 or 5 yoars there, work 
Ing in sawmills in Oregon ang Washington and 
nen he worked ona farm at San Jose, Califor. 
fla ne was paid In gold, He came home with 
$3.0 in cash, 

‘Dad homesteaded in North Oakotaand ater 
wont into partnership with his brother Chi, 
farming in Curan Valley, Nortel, Wisconsin, 
Ho sold aut his interest to nis brother ang pur 
‘chased a 200 aca farm known a8 te Ringhess 
place in Norte in 1886, were he resided 
tint he decided he wanted a change He was a 
‘0d farmer, miked alotof cows, aed elotot 
{rain and clover seed and was considered one 
bt tho bet farmersin the vally. Head merrd 
Mary Gunderson. and | was born there. He 
‘ful 200 acre far fr $6500 cash and bought 
440 acra place with good buliaings and many 
improvements ana planned to retro there 

By 1902 he was restless agsin, and had 
been reading about westem Canada, 30 de- 
lded to take a tp up there to soe for himsel 
He was impressed. with what he. saw and 
bought 640 sores near Ponoka for $420" an 





bullings on i so bought ancther 160 acres 
near Morningside, wien had improvements, 
Dullsinge water and a home to vein 

In 1908 namovedto Alberta with Scarionds 
of sats effects = workhorses and a stalion 
Sand some eat in one, farm machinery and 
wagons and sleighs and some household et 
Toots in another. and one party full of four 
miling machinery. which he had waded for in 
southem Wisconsin. Ho put in afew acres of 
‘rain, Mother, sister, and |srved about use 

"904, and by that time he had traded away 
the 160 acres and nad bought 480 acres at 
Forshee, ‘The house there wee only ina lar 
{rough Bontly while he was thing i up. On 
fone of his tripe he heard of #480 acres farm 
which was forsale and was near entiey and 
fed good buildings. g00% water = creck, pring 
land river ~s0 ho bought i for $400 and we 
‘moved therein the spring of 1905, Ie Rad 25 
ores broken So wo broxe up more land, gota 

‘The cream hauler was Fritz Ebeling, He 
came once a wook, starting at Rimbay andcom- 
ing al the way down th valley to Bentley. He 
flayed overnight in Bentoy ard the next day 
folacted the cream all the way to Blackfaids 
Where the creamery was locted. He travelled 
{his route with team an wagon, 

Wo raised a number of eaves ana hogs on 
the skim milkand had te haul thenogstomarket 
by team ang wagon, Every year me Broke up 
‘ore lang. The Buck Lake Tra went up through 
fur ost fel The ral had fede on both sides 
Bllalong the valle and there were no fences in 
those days 

Father loved horses. He had gre salon 
he had brought from Wisconsin and some 
mares. He bred them and sos the calta for $00 
2 span. Thon he bought 5 purebred Clydesaale 
ols & mares and etalon and oreatne mares, 
‘The bg stalion weighed about 2000 pounds 
To buy the purebred colts, he mortgaged the 
Ponoka 40 acres Tor $8,000 an then fold the 
young colts for breeders. We must have had at 
least 25 need of horses atone time, We sn 
funning outside around the sheds and straw 

One fale threshed 10,000 bushels of ots 
‘and Dad haves 3,000 bushels of tin 2-bushel 
‘Bags and got 25¢ a bushel for. The road fo 
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Lacombe was good tha fall frozen but no snow 
land ine weather was tine, Times wore hard and 
DD needed tnat money to pay taxes onal hat 

‘We nae good neighbors - Mr. & Mrs. Clem 
Miles and tne son, Ray, and daughter, Bertha, 

rion the west ws the Plco family. They were 

Danish and. good friends. In the ealy days, 
Samie McPherson had ved on the Pico farm 
land had built @ chease factory there. Chis 
‘Jenson lived n part ofthe same farm. Ho was a 
achetor areal hermit an could never uncer= 
Sand how he kept alle. His shack was Bul of 
toge and you could sea daylight between them. 
Fe lust haa a old stove to keep im warm and 
tahen we would go to soe him it was very 
Sepresing 

‘Nels Larson lived the north ofus ana was 
« very goat! neighbor. He was Danish and @ 
treat to tho country, He Ived on TeDacros and 
{la ome faring anc raised lt of slack 

‘The Morison family lived to the east of us 
an they were good neighbors too. 

We used fo have lots of good entertainmant 






in Bentiey anc Frank Thorp provided alt of 
tapecially in amateur theatres, 

Tratonded school in 1906-07 In @one-room 
school an Mi. Kelly was the teacher. Bortley 
‘was a quiet place and everyone was 1 
‘biaing 

When my sister, Lah, married Norman 
‘Read, Dad gave them the 460 acres at Forshee 
fd they ult up fine buldings down by the 
Fiver They vd there unt the'son, Frank, took 
ver the place and they moved to Lacombe 

‘We farmed the Sartiey place untliOad got 
restess again and wanted a change so sold to 
‘John Rae and Ken Kerr inthe fall fo 1919 ora 
‘gnall down payment ane @erop payment con= 
tract forthe balance 

W went back fo Wisconsin fora rost but 
that dient las long so he came back to Alberta 
land bought a ganeral store in Blackfalds. He got 
Fs brother torun tut they had aficutie ane 
‘eventually the store burned. 

‘ad spent ho rest of his days withthe Read 
family unt he ded, after along ines, inthe 
Bontcy nospital in 1894 atthe age of 88. His 
Femaine were taken back to Wisconsin to bo 
buried beside my mathe, whohad died in 928, 





LARSEN, NELS 

Mr Largen was one ofthe ary ploneers o 
the Bentley cstct, neving homesteaded two 
Iniles northwest of Benty in 1888, and living 
there unt his sth ir Apri, 1836. 

Hewes Doin In Reinemark, Denmark in 
1864 andin 1860 ne want fo fowa whera he ved 
for nine years before coming to Alberta, He 
var mattied but left several nigcos and ne- 
rows, He was a well respected citizen end 
neighbor. 

tis of intrest fo note that he donated the 
land on which the Beatley Hospital now sands 


LARSON, JOHN FAMILY 
By HB. Hansen 

In 1920 | sheared shoep for Adler Larson on| 
the Ne 4-40-28-4 Hissar, Estar, came and 
booked the meals for us. Adler was probably 
Fenting this lend, which haa formerly been oc: 
Cupiod by aman by te name McAvoy. The 
{Eetson home place was south-east of there on 
ihe land ouned by the TenHove fail at the 
presont time: was the NE. $4-40-28-8. Adler 
Tater bought the SW. 3-40-26-4 where he 








John Larson came othe disrictintheeatly 
‘08. They had boys: Ader, Albert ane Herold 
tnd @ gir! Sofia, Esther and Florence. Hatols 
twee the only ane ofthe bays thal mareea and 
Taisedafamiy,anathey ivegin Lacombe. Adler 
tnd Alert were both farmers and Albert occu- 
Bled ane farmed for many years on the NE. 
{0-20-8 All he boys are daceasoa, Esthor and 
Florence (who worked inthe Bontly hospital 
for years) passed away when stil quite young 

‘Sofia, married Henry Castioman ard they 
farmed for years inthe Outit district Att Her 
‘y's death Sofia moved to Bentiey ang ved 
‘hero for several years before moving tone Se 
bor Clizen's Lodge in Lacombe, where she stil 

Tn the early days 1911-1912, John Larson 
and his boys used lo dive up to our place and 
put their novse in the barn, while they spant 
Eome time aning in GullLake, They were ajoly 
bunch and we always enjoyee thelr company. 








LAYTON, DUNCAN W 
By James Layton 

Duncan MacLean Layton was Horn, Dec. 
25th, 1882, st Eimsdale, Hants County. Nove 
Scotia. He recevedhiseduestionst various plat 
tes in Nova Scotia, commuting by Wain to Ha- 

Ho carne westto 8.1902, ana worked in 
lumber mile in the "Great Gord” area of BC. In 
1208 a numberof his young fellow workers sent 
him to Lacombe to lodk for homesteads for 

He ended up ting on the S.W. 22-4-3- 
Wsth for hime and filing on tve other quar 
tors for is frends. They jokingly sed later that 
this should have been called "The Big Bond 

‘As Duncan's quarter had a very good 
spring, quit close tothe centre of the gestion, 
{he other three homestosders. Wallace Steven 
fon, Mariner Smith, ang Jimimia Fraser, Bult 
‘heir fog shacks a3 clone Go the spring as they 
‘oul 

Work proceeded on “proving up” on the 
homestead ana Duncan scquireda horse called 
Mike” Mike wasn very bigbuthe seemed tobe 
extremely wily, and many a rider founa mse 
traiking, when he expected to ride 

Duncan nad attended Prine of Wales Co! 
lege in Chaviottown, P= and found that there 
las a demand for teachers, He got permit and 














an 


started teaching, rst at Calkins Valley and then 
Benjamin 

‘On October 2atn, 1808, he marred Anni 
Lockhart, who hee comet nis country in 1008 
‘with Per parents; James and Sarah Lockhart 

‘Money was scarce for both Romesteaders 
and teachers Asaresuitechoolterms id ast 
very ong, 

In early 1910 Duncan and Anne ved In 
Calgary, where Duncan atlended Normal 
Schoo! fo got his teachers certoate 

“The spring of 1810 was very ry and they 
had some realy tease tes on the homestead 
from the fires that raged through the county 

During ths periog #1818 he taught in a 
‘umber of schools through tne rea, Annie stay 
Ing home to look ater tn stack, and that two 
oldest boys. 

From 1918 ta 1929hespenthistime arming 
lana taking part in community fas. He Wasa 
rector of the Blindman Valley Uvestock Co- 

Four more chilten were ade tothe fam- 
Wy. 

He sartocteaching againin 1829, at Mount 
iow, Benjamin, and Faraway. 
they nad Bought a house and small screage 
Duncan taughtachoolforawfilein this area ut 
te cal of Alberta was strong, and tney sold out 
land came back to take charge of the Midland 
Schoat in 1946 

“They nought a house in Bentleyin 49ana 
aside from atime spent st Rose Schoo, vea In 
Bentley until 1970, when they sols everyting 
fand moved into the Valley Park Manor in Reg 
Deer 

‘Annie passed away in 173, two wooks 
their 65tn weaing anniversary 











‘Duncan continued to live tthe Manor but 
passed away just! days short of MGB rth 
(Of tair si chilren, James tives on the 





homestead, Robert close by" Lauro lived at 
Winte Rock, B.C but wa klein an auto ace 
‘dent in March, 1980, Jesse lives at Kamicops, 
Mary'in Red Deer, and Layton in Vancouver. 





LEISKE, GEORGE 
By Harey 8. Hansen 

George and Amelia Leiske came'to the Gul 
Lake dietret along withthe influx of Seventn 
Day Adventists around 1948 and 1920. Among 
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‘them ate such names as Sam and Dan Leiske 
fang telr amis; he Relowiga, Warenams. Ne 
‘hans, Renschlers, Bavers, and Zpvicks 

‘Nit of them came from around Beekerin 
southem Alberta, George Leiske, who was a 
‘nephew to Dan and Sam, came rom North Da: 
ota, Dayton Warshame came from Montana 
the ilar from Saskatchewan, 

‘They. bought a large portion of the land 
south and east of Sntly. They bull heir own 
church andcometeryon the WE 11-40-10 5th, 
‘These mon wo hag become quite prosperous 
growing whoat,withworldwar prices insouth= 
fen Alberta, brought in large machinery, nd 
fealy states the tend to larger farms, an the 
fd of horsepower farming 

George Leiske acquired another quarter to 
the south of the old home pace whieh was the 
Into te daity business, and later to pure bred 
tate In a small way 

‘The Leigh's famiy consisted of thre boys 
Leroy ang the twins, Bobby and Dicky. The 
twine became the fe ofthe Gull Lake Schoo 
“These boys at 1 years tage, ot un at 00 3m, 
fomik the cows, anc haul tha milk five mies to 
Highway 12, using a team ot horeas ona stone. 
boat: o be pleked up by the condensory truck, 
From there they went to school 

‘George Leiske died quite young inthe early 
‘os. Armlia and the boys cartied on for awhile 
and then moved ta California. Leroy Became & 
faleeman Dobby 8 professional man, and Dick 
in eal Estate. When we aster rom Amelia, 
the was enjoying ie Io California. 














LEISKE, HULDAICH, FAMILY 
By Eldona Wentz 

Jn 1918, Huldrien and Emma Lelake and 
year-ang-a-hall old daughter, Eloena moved "0 
the Gull Lake area, 2 miles south, one mils east, 
fand eile soutnot Bentley onne SW. 12-40-1- 
5 and lived in builainga across the road unt 
thelr house and barn could be bul 

May 3%, 1919, Eisorth was born snd when 
the new house was completed, moving day ox 
me, Horses wore hooked onto a. granary, 





‘hich was to be 9 chicken coop, and taken 16 
its now toation but na one was aware of E> 
{ena trying to eaten Up for aside. She never 
made it 28 her litle feet couldnt go last en 
Suan 

‘ster Eastern 1929, Emmathaughtitwoule 





be a good idea to start Eldene to schoo! inthe 
Company of Alberta Bauer, who was telshing 
frade 8 That fal there were 9 puplisin the Gull 
take school and Miss MeNeb was the teacher. 

February 22, 828, there was gret joy and 
‘excitement when Loraine came inthe an 
iy. Eldona was thrilled fo have ester and 
seth sala "At last Im not the baby any more: 

Delores was bom October 9, 195%, and 
Kenneth, August 22, 198%. making 8 family of 
3 is and 2 boys 

In the spring of 1981 the family moved into 
tne Aspelund area. sx and ans hal mies south 
‘of Bentiey on the NE. 36-30-75 

lions stayed with Grandma and Granda 
Leis, wna had moved onto the fim Hurarien 
had vacateg, and went to igh school at the 
Ontord school in Bentley then batched with Lila 
Hansen for? years. One! teentertainments in 
those days was tobogganing down the main 
Breet and across the rallway tack. 

inthe fall of 1951, Huléien old out ana 
moved a Lacombe tobe near andiook ater is 
Parents, Mi and Mrs. Sam Leiske 

“John Wentz and Eidena wore marriedinthe 
Seventh Day Adventist chuten an October 7, 
1836. was the day for Searchlght Club but al 
he membors died to goto the weding and 
all wore invite to the reception on fhe lawn at 
{he home of the bride's parents. ft was.asunry, 
ory warm day, the nest all summer ang the 
‘ext day winter avrived with cold and show. 

In the fall of 1997, Mr. Nathan had a heart 
attack and died. He and nis family nee bees 
living on Sis 8-40-1-5 which was owned by Day- 
ton Wareham. John Wentz vented tha pasture 
land buildings and lived therefor one year Shir- 
toy Joan was born November 3, 1937 and was 











Me & Mrs df Wet od oy 











‘ix woeks ole when the move was made tothe 
Nathan place. 

“Johh bought & tek shed and moved it on 
tothe Huai Leike farm and ves there for 3 
‘years, working in conjunction withHularch and 
Using each others norses and machinery John 
thon rented farm 9 mies south west of Red 
(ser and lived ther for 8 years, during whieh 
time Bonnie was born February 28, 1984, 

Inthespringot 1845, Dr SamLelske bought 
the Benton Wareham farm and rented to the 
‘ert, Ithad long been # dream of Eldone’s to 
live on that farm and have that lovely garden 
‘pot ang flowers. It was 3 mile east and 1 
Iles south of Bentley inthe Gul Lake citi 
{nd ldens’s daughter cauls attend te seme 
School ner mather had attended for 8 yeors A 
aw nouse ena barn wore bult the nest year and 
In 1950 Or. Leiske sat the fam to John, 

‘The cropshad been ine andthen inthe next 
‘5 years, allhit’ times. The storm in 1954 wae 
bad ne and trageay suck when Jon's right 
hand got caught in tne cylinder of the 6-10ot 
Bilis Chaimers Combine power take-off, while 
trying to salvage food 

"The neighbors al rai to help whenever 
‘work needed Yo be done, Shirly and Elgena 
oul ope with it The neighbornood wat 
ko one nappy famiy with love ane concern for 
fone another Eidena,Jonn and Shiney, withthe 
help of Dad Leske, wore ale tocary on andin 
July, 1955 the farm was sold to Mr Lynn 

“Tne day of tne sale, September 20, 1955, 

al" the dog couldn't understand what was 
happening and he falta horses, "Boots" and 











Mr Me Pa 


Lhe, Jari ond ends 
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‘Queen, whinnied 10 each other when they 
wore being hauled away in eittarent trucks. It 
ras a ead cay 

A year anda half later th famly came back 
trom Portland, Oregon, to see the farm and al 
remarked how the appie trees had grown. No 
‘ne noticed Sharon had desppeared but prety 
Ss00n she came back, gt into the car and riod 
like a baby. We alsa What's the mater? and 
she said "Lot's mave back" We ted to tll her 
‘wasn't the same without Pal ana Bessie and 
‘Queen, but she said "Yes i. was in the Nay 

Leaving the Gull Lake district was a 
traumatic oxporionce, especially for dena and 
‘Sharon. Th pleasant memories of living inthe 
Gull Uke community wil ver be cher In 

Since 1955 ths farm has been occupied by 
4m Lynn, Jonn Talsma who bought the house 
land barns and 20 acres, Next on te acreage wa 
IM and Ms. Jaret and now the Neuets tam 
ly. The remaining land belongs to. Vanten 


LEISKE, JACOB WAKE) AND KATIE 
‘By Alyce Leiske Bel 


Cathryn the Great of Russa could not nave 
known thatshewasmakingan important cont 
bution tothe tows of Bentley wheninthe 1700's 
she opened up the Crimea for development to 
German people. Aer her death, nowever, wars, 
revolutions, uprsings, and persecutions made 
Ie very aie for these German immigrants 
ana by thelate 1800s many of hem werehosing 
for anew life of freedom and enterrae in 

‘Among these immigrants were wo couples 
from Odessa. Gottiab and Elzabeth Hirsch 
Lsieke and Jacab and Maria Humann Gime 
From Karlsuh in southern Russi they salleato 
‘Ameri, and with atner relatives, seted inthe 
Dakotas’ & son, Jacob, was bom to the Lele 
fon aren $3, 1886, while a daughter, Katia, en- 
tered tne Gime! amy on Apr sth ofthe seme 
yest 





In cue time, Jacob and Katie joined to 
gether in maimony and by 1909 had movecto 
Bocoker, Albers, tthe same time with hor pa 

ents. They hag been blasted with a daughter, 
Diana, who stood the journey well. Another 
move or two took them to Fox Valley, Sakat. 
hewan where two move daughters joined the 
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family. In 1920, Jacob and Kate moves to Ber 
toy with their three young daughters, Diane 
Alyce. and Bertna nd they chosea ively spot 
by Rainy Creek on acreage wih Woes, moe 
ows, and water 

Jac00 and Katie must have been beliovers 
in women's Hoeration for heir daughters wore, 
work. Springtime seeding, gerdening. haying, 
having a’ain, were all Included in the dally 
chores, and the neighbors who may have won. 
‘ered what Jecod Leake hadhopedto accomp- 
sh on farm with tree girs, found that his frm 
flourished along with ie others. 

On the other side of Rainy Creek ved the 
J. Cart family. Close relationships grew up 
between thetwo amiles, Marjorie andl (Alyce) 
esti good tends while Murel and my ater, 
Diane developed a tiendship whicn lasted 
‘through the years by correspondence. We sil 
feminisce over those long ago days of hard and 
tugged times when we could laugh and giggle 
‘ver anything and with our builtin sense of 
humor, nkept us going To this day wating tis 
{good therapy when we get together. The HH. 
lamann famly lived tothe west of us. 
fit School. As we passed the Garrit ome on 
‘ur way tseheol with our horse and buggy. 
Dlcked up the Cari gil. To break the monat 
‘ny Marjorie and sometimes ried making tho 

‘big eatin he winter was goingdown the 
‘Nelson hil” on the fong sled or toboggan that 
Frank Thompson built Marion Nelson. was 
fanather dear friend and ne’ brother. Foye, 
find I both started school onthe same day and 
Set at a double desk. Bertha and Ronald Na: 
fn we he same grace and they were or 
“inking water ina Bucket forall the Sehoa! 

‘lana’ st musle teacher was Emma Nel= 
son. Wle were fortunate to havea pumpargan in 
fur home s0 Diana could practise. Dad loved 
music ana was slf aught Westaredsinging at 
fn eary age ane this was 8 ily rtual which 
tontinued in aur home for years. Al thee gs 
Toarned to play thelr it fow notes with har 
mony on that org 


\Winen Dad was a young man in Ne 
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kote, owas on regular barebal tam, Wo stl 











have aphototo verity that and he was wing 9 
the evenings, to give of his precious lime and 
‘Strength to play ball and teach us how to tow, 
Catch and hit better. That tsning apes us a 
‘Sports. during elementary andhigh schoo) years. 

‘ie loved our hares and esrned oie at 
an early age Many times we had 0 round Up” 
{as Dad called it} certain cate, and Osana was 
excellent at that assignment. Dad developed 
Snimals We slays fet aly when one of out 
Forges was involved in a ade. 

‘Our water supply on the farm was some 
thing else. There was the pump shaft in the 
frou for the water and along rod, out oot 
high. peralel to the gfound, to. which we 
hiehed a steady tame horse, and one of vs 
would have to ride that hors, and by 90199 
ound and round in ite pumpeatne water 
Into the horse rough, We really got red ofthe 
Constant jo, and sometimes Ded would reward 
ts: not witha dollar Bil with the special eat 
of a big, red apple — a veal unary 

Many winters it was 50° below and coder. 
We had only two bedrooms anatwo beds so you 
an guess now many slept in one of those bods! 
Wie al tee of us, Beth inthe mide, plus 
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feathor ticks and patchwork quit, we were 
{uito cozy. Our Bentley neighbors wore realy 
neighborly, and trendy and they would gather 
Sawing the winter wood, eardingsheep's woo, 
Sewing quits, or autchering ang preparing beet 
for sausages, lverwurst, smoked meat, eo. 

‘slong. with our chickens. we also kept 

ducks, geese and turkeys, Weasels sometimes 
Invaded the chickan coops and depleted the 
lack. We kept the gopher population down by 
geting trans, saving tho tals in Prince Albert 
fobaceo cans and turing them in for govern 
mont bounty. We really enjoyed watching the 
beaver bil their dams inthe creek. Daca a 
ouple of wif hounds which heagmired anane 
Used them to hunt coyotes, 

‘We made our own soap with ye and tallow 
fand i our washing Ina ite wooden hang 
Sperated machine before squeezing them 
through the winger wnich wes clamped on 108 
gsivaned tu 

Fr spacial occasions Mother would cur) 
cour hal with a big round spike that haa been 
heated n he fire a forerunner of th curing 
ron remembee the pound jt of Theatrical 
(Cola Cream she orsered trom the T Eston or 
Simpson cals, 

In 1924 my parents heard of sn opportunity 
tabagina dary businets in Calgary. Ae waa the 
custom, with every move came an suction sale 
‘with crowds of peopl and the tantalzingaroma 
f lunches whieh had been prepared for eve 
ryone. C.F. Damon called our sale and there 
twas much excitement as we contemplated mov 
ing tothe ety, yet the farewells were sa 

Our eairy was called the Nortn Hill Dalry 
‘and we were located nt far from where the new 
Airport i. Hero we dolvored bottles of mik to 








cour customers inthe ety and to our neighbors 

Finally a ton was born to Jake snd Kalle 
Lois in Calgary. on August 12, 1926, Clayton 
sco, 

‘Somehow of other, we were able to own a 
plano and we each got to take a fow lssons 
funich was big elp, and we kept on practising 
lana learning and Dad saw tot hat we kept on 
Singing. eatves an trends often joined us. 

Whseomed that Mother had many talents, 
She made dolcious meal, sewed dresses torus 
from hee own designed patterns, ruobed ut 
sore Becks and treated vs with old home reme: 
Gis. She showed us how to keop the house 
lean, inclucing how to caleimine the walls 
‘ther White or But. 

‘Alter two moreyears of daly work. the folks 
ecided to move to a farm at Beisexer, Dane 
rode a horse all the way to Geiseker. There we 
Continued todo some chores and go 1 shoo, 
played ball and for tun witn our tends we 
‘would edo horsae and see wno had the best 

In 1831, Diana maried Harold Fisher of 
Bowdon. Their wedding was held in our home 
and wo stil wonder how wa gt over 100 people 
Inside thoes four wall, Harolo's farm wae 8 
miles east of Bowden anc they farmed there for 
42 yoars. They had one son, Darle Roy, barn 
ctober 2 1832, and he became a big help on 
the farm. Diana was famous for her wedsing 
‘cakes. They. wore professionally done. and 

In 1984, married Borden Fisher (oratnerto 
Harola) and we moved this farm east of Inns 
fal We hed two ehilaren: a son. Roger Borgen 
land a daughter, her Loe 

Bertha attended Canadian Junior College 
st Lacombe from 1896 to 1808, To help defray 
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ow tothe college and Bertha worked In the 
Ketcnon and in the glove and puffed wheat face 
tory. She graduated and worked at several 
‘retarial obs in te U.S, In 104s, she attended 
Columola Union Callegein Takoma Park Mary 
land, where she earned all of her tution ana 
‘expenses by workinginthe Registrar's Offi. In 
her snior year, her wages wore finally reed to 
165 conte per hour’ After graduation in the 
summer af 1046, sho was asKod o be Acsstant 
Registrar at Wala Walla Collage in Washington 
State. There shemet aG | who was majoring in 
Business Administration —MlvinFempe tom 
Seattle. Their wedging was on June 15, 1847 
in the ehapel at Canadian Junior College. At 
the end of Molvin's senior year, June 1948, 
Montana, at the Seventh Day Adventist Cone 
ference Office before responding fo a call 12 
mission service, fst to Shanghal, then Hong 
Kong and finally Singapore, mking total of 
12 years inthe Oren 

Bertha continuedher musie studies withthe 
Royal Senool of Music in Landon and taught 
piano in the Far Eastern Aosdemy. 8 shoo for 
[american children of overseas worker. In 1950 
‘aughter Glenna Mari was bom and in 952, 
{2 s0n, Jan Willam joined the farly. tn 1854 
thoir hearts wore saddened by the loss of & 
baby davonter 

“Tne folks had moved to Lacombe jn the 
1940's where Dad and Clayton had a thriving 
bulling moving business. Things were going 
‘uite well until 1958 when Clayton med a fatal 
Sbcident In Hinton whilamoving agasoline stor 
lage tank. Tragedy soomed to sak the fares 
fnd in December of 1959 Dac ce In the Ls 
Combe hospi 

Bertha an family ame home in January of 
1900 and because er husband needed medial 
attention, they stayed in the US. permanent, 
locating in Southern California, 

Mother passed away in Lacombe In Apri 
1964 ang during er lines we tree gris were 
able tobe with her in her ime of need My nus: 
Send. Borden, sled in October of that same 
Year and I moved to Lacombe and lived near 
my son and family. 

‘On April. 1977, mariesa friend of many 
years, Bran Bll of Caroli, We Ive in the 
{aunty on aranch where poopie arenelghborly 
fan friencly, and where my own and 6 














families and grandehidren equently come to 





Dione, Harold and Date, sold their tan 
in 1973 and moved to a motile nome park in 
Olds. After a lengthy ines. Harold passed 
‘way on November “4, 1078, and Diana and 
Darl si lve thers among kind neighbors ang 
friends, 

'No matter now the years fy by, pone of us 
wil ever forget those pioneering days of out 
Youth and te joys end sorrows we experienced 
lanen we ved n good old Bente, 


LEISKE, SAM SENIOR AND FAMILY 
By Elmer Leeks 


Wile ving near the Union College north 
of Lacombe, which now le College Height, 
Sam Leske, my dad, in 1017 Sought seven 
{quarters of land in the Senay distri helo 
Caton a the land was south and east of Son 
Tey. Tho nor nal of section 12 and the south 
fast quarter f section 12-40-26-W 4, and the 
Leiske my motner, Bought ine northeast quet~ 
drier, and my step brother, Ped Rensch 
‘came fom Bolsker Alberta, and bought land 
inthe Bentley cistct atthe same time amy 
dad. They each ought a half section of lana 
south and east of Bently 

“Thote was very ile ofthis land that was 
broken, and the ret oft was brush and tree. 
My dad and my throe brothers, Sam. Edwin 
dJae00, and myself cut the trees and cleared 
ie orush All tis work was done an weak 
fonss and summer holidays. | used to. hate 
Fad to help pie brush an pek rats, 

Inthe spring of 1918, Dad bought a trac 
nd also a brecking plow. That was the start of 
Slot of work, Edwin ran the tractor and | had 
to tide the breaking plow. Gee those days 
wore long and hot days. Let of this work was 
‘done while we sil ved In Lacombe. There 
wae an ole log house on the farm where we 
Used fo eat our lunches, thon in the summer 
holidays we lived init after. my mother 
Cleaned This wonton Hike that til Edun got 
tarred in January 1920, Then, Edwin and his 
tito Lea moved to one of the quarters, afer a 
house and barn were bul 











tm March 1920, Dad bought a house in the 
town of Bentley, irom Mr. Tom Lorimer. We 
‘moved to Bentlay in June 1920, While ving in 
the town of Bertay we cleared and broke the 
fas of the lang. Dad bulls house ang barn 
fd we had Me. Ted Zeut dil a wal for us. 
There was no Planning Commission then to 
ling you wer, how ane what to bus 

In the summer of 1920.8 Seventh Day Aa 
Material was bought and hauled trom the 
Biackflds lumber yard and hauled to the loca- 
tion where the ehureh wae to. be ull by 
horse and wagons, alin one day. The church 
location was two miles south and ane east of 
Senta. At ie time there was large church 

Tn 1022, my brother Sam got maricd to 
Mare Miler They wont to Callorna to fish 
‘Ns Medical Schoo), ang he i st ving i Lo 
i Calta. My brother Jacob also went to 
Cailorns to the Medical Senoot and in 1990 
he marc Erma Jonnson and in 1951 he lst 

In 1924, my dad sols the house in Bentley 
te Mr Jack Damron, end than we moved out 
1 the farm. and | helped my dad on the farm 
Unt 1928 when | took over the farm 
family moved to Kelowna, 8.¢, ater selling 
Unt Maveh #878, when his it pasoed! away, 
I August, 1974, Willa pasced aay 

In 1995, sole my farm to Nr Bob Gibson of 
Lacombe. I west fo Calgry for white ana in 
1849, went to Drummer to work Inthe coal 
tine. Oac and Mother moved ta Calgary for 
Siwnle an then moved to Fed Deer and in 
130. they moved 12. Lacombe, where they 
ayed’ until July 1953, when’ my. mother 
pasted away. and in July 1954, my dad pasted 

November 11, 1842; | oined the Canadian 
‘armed Forees, and got my discharge rom the 
‘Armed Foreesin Api 12, 1846. | got marvod in 
4940 to Glaays Sayer and we came to live in 
Lacombe, worked in a garage uni 1877 when | 
Fetired, and we are stil ving herein Lacombe, 
We nad two chilérea, Brenda and Lionel, and 
{hey are both married snd ivngin Lacombe. We 
have two grandsons, Rodney and Corey 

in 1987, my brother Hularich sod his farm 
‘and moved to Lacombe with his witesnd ary, 
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whece he retied until March 1879, when Hut 
rich passed away, and in June 1979 his wife 
Emme passed away. 


LEISKE, WILLIAM 
By HarryB. Hansen 

Willian Leiske, son of Sam Leiek, settled 
fon the § W12940-26-W Ath, tho farm previously 
‘owned by George Court, about 1978 

He bull @ new barn and made other im 
provements on the place. 

‘Mr & Mra. Lelske had two daughters, Len 
dina and Vineta. They bon attended Gul Lake 

“The Leiskes lived hece about ten to twelve 
years, then moved to the Carlstrom place, 
bout thes miles south eat, onthe NW 440 
28.Ws, The ald lop house there eervec many 
families. Bult by Carita, had about four 
rooms and an upstairs atic. The Leiske ails 
fill etanded Gull Laks Schoo. 

Lingina married Ernie Sparway, who hae a 
trucking business. They moved to Kelowna, 
B.C, whereLindinaoporatod ladies wearshop 

"The rst of the family soon followed their 
daughter to B.C Mr 8 Mra. Leiske passed 
‘way several years ago. 





LEITCH, DAVID FAMILY 
By Mary Leten 

Me. ang Mrs. Dav Lalton and daughter 
Mary, came to Bentley on May 13, 1946, from 
Rose Valley, Saskatenowan. Que to il health, 
Me Leitch was compelled to fave the farm and 
Mrs. Leitch was bind so thoy were under the 
tare of Mary. They came tole ina small house 
fonthefarm ofthe daughter and sr-ilaw, Mr 
‘re, Movile Caruthers, This wae farm they 
had rented from Ecwin Chowen an 1s now 
‘wns by Wiliam An 

On Maren 27, 1947 Mr Lelteh passed away 
at tne age of 80 yous, ater having suffered & 
Slignt nea attack n February andatso beingan 
plleptic. Mr- and Mrs. Leitch had colebrated 
Moir 53rd woading anniversary on Februsty 13, 
1987 

‘Mrs. Lltch and Mary remained in their 
home until December. Then they stored their 
furniture at Chris Spychers and wont to Saskat- 
cchewan to another Gaughtors uni they could 
‘9 8 place in Bontiy. tora year and a Mall 























































they retuned to Bontiey and took up resicence 
inthe upstairs of a bulging owned by WR. 
Woolgar. They ted there unt Jerry ang Kay 
ach, of Lacombe, bought the busing and 
opened a variety store. Mary and hee mother 
than moved to @ small house owned by CM 
Ferrall which was ltuated across he alloy rom 
where the new Bank of Montreal stands 
(On January 3, 1855. Mrs. Leitch passed 
‘away atthe age of 8. Mary obtained a ob that 
Spring ane Electric Shop ana worked therefor 
months and then went to work atthe Redand 
White Store, owned by MS. Witherell, and 
worked there for 7 years Vor that she was 
Tight operator forthe GT for3 yearn 066 
‘nen the Dil System came Int eter h Bon 
tley, sho again worked for tho Red and Whi 
store andin 1968 aheretred, She's naw ving in 
23 Gute inthe nome of Mr & Mrs Elmer Calking 














LENZ, FRED FAMILY 


Frod and Dorothy Lenz were married on 
December 11, 1944, in Vancouver They re 
turned to thir home town, Semans, Saakatohe 
wan, ang continued farming there. 
“Two sons, Gaty and Bran, wore born ther, 
Inthe fal of 1948 they 3018 thir farm and 
moved to Vancouver, 86 They resided there 


for sic month, during whieh tie their daugh 
ter, lame, wae born, 

In March, 1949, they moved to Bentley, 
bert, the Si. 16-40-1-W.stn,t0 the George 
Stephenson farm. Subsequently. three more 
{hidron were Bom: Grantin 1950, Gen n T982 
fand Sharon in 1956, All six eniéren attended 
‘choo n Bemtey and wera active in sports 

Gary married June Porter They have two 
boys and Ive in St Alber. hare Gary a 

Brian married Dianne Sawyer. They ha 
son and azughtor and ae farming on tn home 
‘farm with Fred and Dorothy 

Elsie isa lawyer and ves in Calgary. 

Grant marries lanice McCartney. Thay ve 
ln Calgary: where Grant is an instructor at 
SALT 

Sharon lives in Ree Deer, where she is 
working towards becoming a registered indus 
‘Wal accountant, 

Glen married Lausle Therou. They have a 
augher and are also farming on the home 











ond Dorothy Lane and Gary 





Fred Lene omy Back row Lt Bon, Hane Gen. 





LINDSAY, DAVE & ANNIE 
fy Annie Lindsay 


We originally came from Sealand in 
1922. My late husband. Dave. Lindsay, st 
‘worked in Canadaat the Lacombe Experimental 
Station, where he was plotman 

Later we bought a quarter section, 2% 
Lockhart Churen, which wo attended te stil 
ftanding, and a now just land mark. On tne 
Bult, calla the Calkins Valley Seno, 30 
named ator an early satler, Charo Calkins, 
{Elmer Calkins dad). When schoo! bus sence 
took over, a nice schoo! bulging was vacant 
CGantre and mary events are naw hele there 

‘There being na buildings on the place, 
ry husband took the tran fom Lacombe to 
Fimbay and the first things he bought ware 2 
toam of horses and a wagon. He hauled lum 
ber to bud our frst Ram, s two room mouse, 
and a porch. Two carpenters, by name, Ea 
Sohnson and Bill Cook, helped to bud 

‘Mr. & Ms. ex Dolman boarded inem ang 
‘hey siopt n'a granary. My husband then went 
bck to Lacombe and wo got ready to ship our 
funiture by tain, Tho day wo let Lacombe we 
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wore invites for dinner by a Me. & Mrs, Hutton 
1 Towsly treat indeed, for us, and strange to sy 
Me. Hutton was a goat unc of Norva Landry, 
soit a small word indeed, 

When wo got off the train we were met by 
fur good friend and neighbors and when we 
0! fo their home, Mrs. Dolman ha lovely 
Sinner roedy for us and a lovely "Welcome 
We wore close trends unt they passed away. 

Next waa the buliding of ¢ barn 

Gating back to farm aye - geting up our 
winter supply of firewood waa a must Rex 
Dolman ang Dave woul leave in the morning 
with foam and sighs, and worked unt thoy 
bad thelr loads filed | cant ave the locaton 
‘ut f was on open land out west of where 
Simm an si Jattray now lv. By the time 
the men got home, thei pants and overale 
wore Wozen sil Ike Boards. Then neaee spr 
Ing the neignbors would go rom farm to farm 
with tractor ana buzz saw, ang cu rewood Up 
Imo stove fengths. Then It was the ehore of 
Spiting and pling it for our next winter's sup 
ly. 

‘The roads inthe early days itt alot to be 
Gesired.Wihan the tie came lor road work to 
be done, each farmer put so much tine with 

















horses and machinery, such as fesnos, et. 
{the namos of which escape me). The council 
lor at that time was he late Jim Robson, 
{Grover dad) ‘Te loreman of tho road crew 
‘vas Mr. Wim, Wise, granatather of Laurin and 


Wilfred Wiese. Dave, being from Scotland 
lwnere younger folks were Brought up to res 
pect inir elders, and ab such, spoKa and re- 
{erred tothe foreman as "Me. Wis", unt one 
day he said, “Il you call me Mr. Wiese once 
‘mare, Dave, youll go nome.” So after thal he 

(ur tamiy consisted of two children: Da- 
vid, now & heavy duty mechanic in Edmonton 
tnd Nen, our daughter now Mrs. Nan Gideon 
tho ves 6 miles noth of Bentley. Both De 
Vid and Nan attended Symonds School @ c= 
tance of 1% miles and either walked of rode 
horsetack on old Galdy. Names of teachers 
fvade my. memory, bul wil mention a fe 
Mr. GC Spence, wha later bacame Dr. C.. 
Spence, in agriculore atthe University of A 
bert, and later bought land where he ved 
‘and cied,$ Wo! Rimbey: Mrs. 7.8 Mila whose. 
husband had a cheese factory at Syvan Lake 
He was a brother to JF. Mila, owner of the 
Bentley Creamery: 8 Mrs. Vig! Nels, @ name | 
‘See mentioned at times in the Aix news: Mr. 
Eva Letoy. who taught at Lockhart before com- 
ing te Symonds Schoo a Me LL. Gast, who 
believe, stil ives in Rec Over. There was alsoa 
Me Zao. 

‘As Symonds just taught up to Grade 9 
‘Nan stated her Grage 10 at Calking Valley 
Sehool, wth a Mr. Nibogie sé teacher. 

‘On account of health reasons, we nad to 
‘ive up our farming days, and 9a out in 1956, 
Yeaving many good frends ané neighbors. 1's 
tiways @ pleasure to mest and tak with them 
fing also delight to have them drop in for 

‘On the good advice of our daughter and 
son-imiaw, Chester (Hee!) Gideon, we bought 
two bedroom house in Rimbey and haa it 
moved down on to their land, and enjoyed our 
{ure lite, where my husband kept up his inter 
st in crossing the roag and seeing all to 











Westock, whien ne always loves. He passed 
fay on Rugust 2 1952 

"continue to live io my Rome fr @ num 
‘er af years until | moved into a smell Nouse In 
Bentley. When the Senior Ciizens Apartments 
wore completes 


moved into one of he su 


tes, where | have been for sx years, Lam very 
hapoy. e0zy, and contented, with $0. many 
(900d trande al together. and here I nope to 
Stay a8 long as hesltn and stvength shal lst 
Sor wl just eary an “One day at ne 


LINER, JOHN 8 FAMILY 
‘By Harry Liner 

In early 1910 Job Liner and his brother, 
Cat, sailed for America. Later the same yoar 
rather Per also srved, They first came 
Barons Alberta, where a sister and brother-ir 
law farmed. They ware Hannah ané Henry 
Thorsal 
fa, They ventured north tothe Lacombe stea, 
looking for homesteads. Three quarter were 
falable 80 miles west of Lacombe. They each 
homesteaded one quarter, and. thst witor 
bull's log house on Jon's land. When spring 
fred they returned south to do carpontor 
‘fork forthe summer 

In th fall of 1991, John's wit, Ela, and 
trea children, Anders 6 years, Anna. 5 yeas, 
tnd Alice 2 year, sales tor Caneda. With her 

Pers wie Mina snd son Gunnar. They 
made the long tip by train across Canada 
Und lanced at Lacombe, where their husbands 

That Hist winter John's an Per’ ari, 
and Olof lived inthe lag house Dut the prod 
‘ut winter, wile they” built homes on the 
Sher twa quarters belonging lo Pet and Olt 

John ult 2 log barn and bought a few 
cata, igs, and chickens. He cleared a few 
fetes end bought team of oxen to break the 
fang He often had to leave nis family fo go out 
‘ome wa very meager those days 

Tn Apri, 1912, anther daughter was born. 
Shortened fo Alta, She had a usy and intr 
‘eting career. She fini high school in Cal 
f2r¥ and went to Normal School ta become & 
{eacher also, lik her sister, Anna. After teact- 
ing school a few yoars she entrod Western 
Baptist Colage and became @ missionary. In 
1843 she went to Nigeria, Arica, undor the Su 
dian interior Missions. She served two 4 year 

‘he retumed in 1947 on furlough, just be 
fore ner father passed away. She wert back 














for her second term in the fal of 1988. The c= 
mate in Afica wea hard on Aas nealtn, and 
{he found she had to give up ner work there 
She returned to Canade and taught schoo! in 
the Peace River district of northern Albert, 

‘There she met and marries Edmond Foy 
in 1987. She continued teaching for & few 
oars iter her marriage, while Eemond wes 
farming. They eventually left the Tarm ane 
worked for a number of years inthe town of 
Peace River They are now reid and ving i 
Kelowna, 8 

‘Anders sttted school st Benjamin in 
1913, Anna algo atlonded that schoo! te fo 
towing your Mr DM. Layton was thei teacher 
that year We found schoo! aificult at fist be- 
eause we did not know the Engh language. 
teacher and progress at schoo! became fev 
rable 

‘uring the summer months wild bercies 
wore very plontitil's0 we, ike all the other 
families, picked. and preserved strawberries, 
sinkatoons, wil raspberries, and Biuober 
which wore relished in the long cold winter 

ih July, 1816, tragedy struck our family 
wen ut dear mother, Ela, passed away gh 
Ing birt toa daughter, Gladys 

Jot was heartbroken and didnt know 
how he wouls manage to raise his young fam 
by, and especially a new baby, by himeel: Mr 
Me Aronie Putian, who Mad no clea of 
their own, offered to adopt baby Gladys. They 
aid not went 1 give up thelr baby, but knew i 
teas forthe best, 20 she baceme tha daughter 
of Mr & Mrs. Putland 

‘They were vary good to her and she had a 
happy ehlshood. She resides n 8.0. an hae 
formany years 

For the next io years the other four chil 
‘ren stayed with relates in southern Abort, 
land John worked at hs carpenter tase 

In December, 1918, John marriog Sofia 
Peterson, a indy he knew in Sweden. He then 
brought his family all back to the homestead 
and they wore $0 happy to Be back Home to 
‘ether, and have @ new mather All the ei 
tren continued hair sehooling at Benjamin 

‘After finishing sencol, Anders worked for 
his fatneron th farm and ala in southern Al- 
Dera. In 1890 he fled on homeste st Win- 
field, where he lived for many years In 3982 




















he sold his homestead ang bought his father’s 
farm at Benjamin, which be farmed uni 1968, 
when he moved to Rimbey. In October, 1968, 
‘andy mariag Eve Andrews and they are: 
tied ang ving in imo. 

‘Anna finighed Grade 9 in. Benjamin 
‘School then went to Calgary to High Schoo! 
fand Normal, She taught eehoo for eight years 
in Central Alperta. ater the death of her stp 
mother in 1995 she came home ta kesp hous 
for ner father and help an the farm, In Ta44, 
‘Ana end ner dad et the farm and moved to 
Wnite Rock, 8. where they lived unt John 
passed away in Maren, 1948. 

‘iter his death, Anna camo back to Alb 
feta where sne mated Andrew Crawiord who 
farmed south of exile in the Diamond Valley 
thay sold it and bought 8 Nouse in Red Deer. 
‘Thay really enjoyed good healtn and s happy 
retirement until Andy passed away suddenly 
fn February 12,1980 

After finishing school, Alice worked for 3 
number of years in Calgary. In 1839 she mar~ 
‘ied Gust Svenson of the Winfaa letrict One 
on, Aled. was bom in. 190, Aloe passed 
‘tay after an lines in 1968, Gust continued 
{olive on the Tarm unt his passing in 1975, 

‘hres continued to farm the land his pa 
rents sete in Winfel, 











LINER, OLOF 
By Harry Liner 

Inthe fal of 1910 Oto! Line ied on a ho 
‘rom Sweden. 

‘While working at ns tage 98a cerpenter 
he also managed to clea some lan an build 

In 1917 he again retumed to Sweden to 
bring his wife, Lydia and seven year old son 
Algo. back with him 

‘They setied in the Barons aroa south of 
Calgary, where they rested some land. and 
tried farming. This vente proved unsuccess- 
ful, a9 they sutfred three sold years of crop 
failures, due to drought, culworms, and gras: 
shoopers 

During this time, Olof often nad to leave 
his fami. and go aut to-wark to Keep them 
fod 

While at Garons, thelr second ang third 





sons were born; Hay in 1918 and Robert in 
1920. 

Tin 1221, Olot and nis family moved to his 
homestead, where they lived about year and 

I 1929, he sols is and and the family 
lived in Calgary fora year 

“ihen in 1924, Olol bought @ CPR. quar 
ter in the Lacknart disiet, the SE. 13-41. 
Wisth, ware ne worked snd cleared about 100 
totes, and broke I wih horse. 

im Janvary, 1927, thelr youngest son, 
car was born. Harry and Bod attonded Cal 
kine Valley School, a3 6 Car lator 

‘Algot often called “Slim, a nickname 
that suites him, worked in southern Alberta. 
He remained 2 bachelor and passed away in 
Caigary i Nowernbor, 1978. 

Harry operstac a trucking business and 
bulk gas dealership frm the tam location far 
bout lve year. When he gave up his Liners 
Franspon business “ne bought hls. father's 
farm, whieh he continues #9 operate In 1045, 
Harry mars Marie Kross Wom the Slutfion 
trea. They nave three children. Susan, and her 
husband, Russell farm in the Sawtt arc, ast 
Of Canvose, Annette, and ner husband. Jim 
tie near Leduc, and Jim works fr the City of 
Eemonton, Son Gordon lies n Red Door and 
fe employed by Festwal Ford. dealers, 
‘where ne nas been for some years. 

ober bought land In tha Lockhart dis 
tric, wich he farmed for many year. In 1857 
he married. alice Maaretad. They continued 
farming until 1966, wen they sold their farm 


8 Mis, Ol ine Sth Aisa 

























































and moved to Rutland, ®.C, where Bob 
worked for time as a carpenter. In 1972, Bob 
tnd lee moved back to Alberta and ved on 
thi land in Lockhart unt they retired in 1960 
and moved to Rimbey, where thay now reside, 
Bob also operated a lumber mil in the winter 
‘months for some years fist west of Rimbey, 
lind later west of Rocky Mountaln Heuso. 

nen Car finished schoo! he assisted Ns 
other Harry, a4 2 tuck ctor. Later he 
‘operated a cafo af Slavely,Alborta. When Ne 
fold this restaurant be moved to Calgary anc 
ecame a hoensed auto body mechanic. He 
tnd is wile. Martha. were married in 1857 
tnd they continue ta live and work in Calgary 

In 1948, Olt an Lyciartred to Calgary. 
tot suffered a stroke in 1068. He was able to 
get around for & few years, but later became 
Eecrdcen, He was able 1 take an interest In 
things almost tothe very end. Lyla kept him 
tthome and nureed him, unl he passed away 
in December, 187%. Lyoia continued to lve at 
her Roma in Calgary nti she was 80. Then 
She sola her home and moved into the Park 
land Manor, Rimboy’s Senior Cttzon's Home. 
‘Toi being January, 198%, she wil bo 97 years 
‘ld in June, and she is busy as ean be, kiting 
fnd eracheting.slso reading. Hor oyes are In 
ary good condition, and she Is £0 happy that 
She an reed 30 eaaly: reading boing one of 
her special loves. She mat been known to 
ead and write English, because she has never 
been ionly, slong ax shehaa some jaca rea 











LOCKHART, JAMES & FAMILY 

James Lockhart and his wife, Sarah, and 
family emigrated to the United States, ending 
Up in Nebraska, inthe vary TBB0's. THoy eft 
‘he daughter behind wih relatives. 

in 182 Mr Locxnart came to Canada and 
homosteaded the NIE T8-41-250.sth. In March, 
tos, he brought his family and setters ef= 
focts to thls homestond, where, tozay, Greg 
edoes Ives. 

‘lames Lockhart family consisted of is 
wife, Sarah, an two ctughters. Annie and Hee 
them waa another daughter Florence, wih ner 
husband, dim Richardson, ané thew family 

'As tare was no accommodation on theho- 
rmestead, the family Asda stay in Lacombe for 


lover a weck, unl Me Lockhart could make 
Some place for them to lve. 

“Times ware tough and they were further 
saddened by the death of vimme in January, 
1908 





‘The fist church service forthe area was 
held in the Lockhart home in the spring of 
1908, iso in 1904 a school dstet was for 
mod. ang named the. Calkins Valey Senoot 
‘James Lockhart who held this position Unt 

As they wore among the fist setters of 
this area, and a large infux of settlers eontin- 
ted lo arrive, the Lockhart homo was @ pop 
lar stopping place forthe sets, 

'Up unt 1906 the nearest past ottce was 
Bentlay.s0 2 post office was etablahed for 
tis area. It was in the Lockhart home ‘wth 
James Lockhart as postmaster and he wile at 











fassisamt. The post olfce was named 
In 1908, their daughter, Anni, marred 


Duncan Layion, wno ned homestoaded about 
four miles west of them, ang who alternated 
betweon school teaching and farming. 

During the sinter of 1915-16 both Saran 
and James Lockhart passed away, a short time 
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“Two of thoir grandsons! James Locknar 
Layton. and Rober Ounean Layton il livin 


LOCKHART UFA. 
By Elmer E Calkins 

‘Tho Lockhart Junior U.FA. was orger 
od in 1928, with Jimmie Robson as Pres 
Gent. and Ete Gali as Secretary. Meetings 
were Meld once a month, with a dance after 
Wards, on «Saturday night, 

Plays were put on in the winter time to 
raise’ money to Sond delegates to Eomonton, 
held the fst woek of June, at the University, 

The ‘ist year our delegates were sent 
‘Those wore Efe Geli, Bil Wetzel, James 
Fraser, and Farra Ogentsch. In the folowing 
years only two delegates went 

Evory fall wo put on a "Harvest Dance’ 
and hired an orchestra trom Rlmbey or La 
Combe, either Rudy Plt with his three or four 
piece band, or Woody's trom Lacombe. 

‘Ater the election of 1825, with Social 
(credit winning, thare was no more U FA. 

‘Calkins Valley pioneers nad bull their 
‘hurch and their schoo! and in 1919 they de 
ide to Build a hall 96a cone for het soc 
Sct, A niaty-nine year lease on a pot of 
land adjacent to the school was acquire. Vo- 
lnterfabor san had the hal completed ane 

wergroen trees planted aroun te yard. The 
Dances, parties, concerts alent sows, tm 

tings, cata pars, picnics, ane-round boxing 
matches, and even women’ Boxing, wore 
ele. Just ask Mts. Nelo Jairay Healing and 
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Mes. Flora Beddoes about their bout wih Len 
Beddoes a referee 

‘itn all his activity an adlition was nee 
ed. This was added t0 the east side and 
foused a kitchen and. lunch counter. 
(Chicken and turkey suppers were added to the 
"goings on”. A new floor was needed 90 one 
was Inetaled by the Junior UA. members. 0 
the 1840's when electric power came to the 
Valley, the hal was wired for electric 

‘ne snowy evening in tho early 1950, 
two hours before a Talent Night program was 
{ begin. the hall Burned to the ground. NO 
‘ew hall was built to replace tat itl yellow, 
Dreen-timmed hall That parcel of land was 
‘once again part at a farm fla 

Wc John Kurzman was the head carpen: 
teewnen the hall was built 








LOFGREN, EDWARD AND NANIE 

Edward (4) Andeew Lofgren emigrated 
from Sweden to Duluth, Minnesota. 25 a 
Young man. Nanie Caroline Anderson came a 
hort time later ang they were marred in Du 
Tuth. In 1803 they omesteadea near Stavely, 
Alberta, and theee.of their children. Futh, 
‘Agnes and Henty were bom there. In 1310, 
they moved to Power, Montana ‘here Bil 
Enna, Axel, Ped and Walter were bora. In 
{gta the Lotgrens returnes to Alberta, Suying 
land west of Slacstles, SE. 26-09-15, from 
Magnus Boode, Tris quartor was fenced, but 
had no other improvements. Later the north 
fst Quarter was purchased, whien had been 
Fomosteaded by Tirey As 

The tip fom Grest Falls, Montana, had 
been made by tan. They Brought their hia 
fan, some machinery, afow cows, horses and a 
role. Aer a two-day stay in the Slacktaids 
Hotel al ther belongings ware ioados on one 
wagon, which was very much overioaded, and 
they headed west vera rough rad tothel new 
home. Along the way, they met Ray Miler who 
Felbed them out by sharing Yeirloae. They has 
neh tthe ome af Eggen and arived atthe 
‘Magnus. Boage farm oy evening. Hore. thay 
‘Sayed unt the nextday, and then tthe chile 
fen there until some order wa establishes in 
their new home, This turned out to be a one 
room log ean on the quarter ust west other, 
‘and had been bult by a Mr Balou. Here they 
Stayed from April until November, whon thelr 
new noua wae finished. I was a lovely, ig 








‘rame home bul of lumber salvaged trom the 
Blackllge Drug Store, with the felp of Harty 
Pickering and Eggen HereLeonard was born, 
find the family of rine grew an enjoyed many 
hopy tinea agate unt one by ar hey 

“The children attended Agpelund schoo! 
until decane overerowdes and then went 
{are senoo It was through the efforts o Ea 
Totgeen ang Mr Erskine thatthe Durham 
schoo! was finally built They spent days 
Ganvessing the disret and ® ehilaren 0 
helped aad tothe number in need of s schoo. 

Horee and buggy was the made of tave 
for year, at Ed never did own a car. The boys 
‘owned cars, of courte, providing thelr parents 
‘th transportation, The fst tractor, a Titan 
{the former Kline farm) wes adced. Ae with 
{hove fst land, this was all eeared and broken 
the nara way. However, the whole ‘amily 
‘worked together ang ina fou years they wore 
Taising some excellent whest ana other crops. 
f'big horse barn, which ie still used ang in 
{0d condltion, was built by Ed and hie sors 
toUth, on the Relewig place 
for many barn dances People came fom 
les around in wagons, buggies and on Ror 
aback every two weeks and the 01g yare 
would pe full of horses tied to the outs 
Unere they were given hay Brought by thee 
Dwners, 20 they wouldn’ object to taying un- 
th daylight the nex! gay. On Sunday after 
nana this same yard was 8 favor spat for 
hardball ames when she young people would 
fave another get together 

Christmas Eye and Christmas Day were 
‘open house at the Lofgren home, especialy 
{or the loca bachelor. At times over twenty 
people would st around the. table for 
Ehristmas cinner Even though they had no 
Telatives inthis county, they ware mover alone 
ts they had a host of ends, 

Nani died in September, 1949, and is bu 
‘ied im the Syivan Lake cometary. €4 das 1947 
fnd Is also buried there. Emma cle! in 1922 
Water in 1974 and Henty and Ruthin 1973, Of 
Gre, Fred in Spoksne, Wash, Agnes and 
Pin Sonmidt ip ed Door anc Leonard in or 
fear Salmon Arm, &.C. Ail bt Alex and Walter 
































‘arted. Ruth married Emi Schmit, also @ pi 
‘neem the Blindman Vale. 


LORIMER, THOMAS M. a FAMILY 
‘By Marjorie 8. Meikle 

‘Thomas M. Lorimer, and his wit, Geor- 
gens, were born in Ontario, going to Mantobe 
round the turn othe century. They wore mar. 
fied In Brandon. Man. in Jul, 1905, 

With their daughters, Marjone and Gladys, 
they moved trom Kerrober. Saskatcnewsn 4 
Bentlay inthe fal of 1018 

During that summer the Alberts Paciic 
Grain Co. built the frat levator n this village fo 
serve the whole Blingman Valley. Tom Lorimer 
‘asthe iret grain ouyerat here elevator. The 
fire al when thresing start, the tems and 
wagons nthe early morning, often mada ola 
Tineup trom the elevator back t the Blindman 
Fiver. wost of te vila. 

The following year imperial Ol! Company 
opened a warehouse beside the track and Mr 
LLormer aocame ther agent lending a busy ie 
hanging the grain and ol business forthe ds 

‘oth Mr. andre. Lorimer were active inthe 
community: Chuteh and Sunday Schoo! work. 
Hr Lorimer was rove of the vilage fora tm, 
superintendent of the Sunday School and an 
enthusiastic curler Mes. Lorimer taught class 
bf teen girs in Sunday School. She was the frst 
woman to serve as Ystee on the Bently 
School Board Clarence Darron was chairman 

he ist schoo! Marjorie attended was the 
‘old log bulding bahind the church, betore the 
fed brick school was bull Glaays. started 
oho! in the new bullding, Both gis enjoyed 
fkating on the open air ink and sometimes 
Joined skating pares aut on Gul Lake 

Curing hac become a favorite sport for 
‘Tom wien no learned the “roan” game" 88 ¢ 
{eccnager in Hamota, Manitoba. One winter ne 
fn his three older Brothers, ae the Larimer 
Rink, won top prizes atthe Brandon bonepie. 
nile in Bentley he looked forward to taking 
Winter lida, when he, as ask, ookearinkt 
{the Edmonton and Calgary Bonepiele. Through 
the years his rinks won many prizes ang Grand 
Challenge awards. Many of us fecal is voice 
Urging his sweopers - "Sweep. swoep,swecp! 
Whos, whoa now", ae bie shot rocks tothe 
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Dring thefirstyoars we lvedin bungalow 
orn at the schoo, east of the CF. Damron 
Fealdence, Later the Alberta Pace Grain Co. 
Bult @ bungalow on 4th Avenue, This was the 
fist house bull on this street. faced south 
looking into @ big gain fed across te road 
ur father planted the evergreen trees along the 
‘est sie ofthe Rouse. We had a garcen anda 
‘small hen house, so enjoyed fresh summer vo 
(etables and fresh eggs Isl by the ners that 
Mother tended with care 

‘We looked formar to a busy Sunday, wnen 
we were called to Churen by the bal peaing out 
Secoae the vilage, ae twas fitful rung by 
‘lonn Birch before both moening and evening 
Services. The ministor was Rew, Jonn Fawcett 
He was followed by Rev. Nightingale, 

“Two teacners came out om tne Maritimes, 
Toy wero Miss HoDbe in the junior schoo! ane 
Miss Noles in the high schoo 

‘Our family moved to Lacombe io 1925, Mr 
Lorne wat travel. onthe road forthe grain 
company, east of Lacombetathe Saskatchewan 
boraer In 1950 he was onea again the tt grain 
buyer forthe new United Grain Growers eleva” 
tor at Aspen Beech 

Both of the daughters attended Calgary 
Normal School and taughtin Alber dung the 
‘ity Thies 

11890 Marjorie married David @. Meikle of 
Calgary. Their son, Bruce, lives in Halifen. Ne 
has wo sons andtwo daughters. Muay ives in 
Calgary ang has treo caughtrs 

Gladys and J. George Darroch of Lacombe 
wore marriogin une, 1940. Theirson, Russellk 
Datroch is marred wth one son, He has the 
degree PhD and i teaching inthe Unverty of 
‘Australia in Canberra 

Daughter Gaye married with son and 
aughterlving in Arkaneas Lee Annoiemariad 
land lives In Kentucky” Tho Darrachs lived in 
Honolulu fo several years. Theyretumestothe 
mainiand in 1965, taking up residence in Cah 
Toge Station, Texas. George taught in A & M 
University thes 

Goorge Darroch died In August, 1976 anc 
David Meikle passed away in June, 1979, 

Thomas Morison Lorimer dled ofa sudden 
heart atack in June, 1952, at age 72. His wie. 
Georgena Beckett Lorimer ciedin Apri 196, at 
90 years of age. They are both buried in La 
‘combs Fairew Cometery. 

‘Our family enjoyed Nappy yeers in Boney 
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‘ang we have fond memories of thave yest, and 
‘the many good tends we had when the village 
‘was reaching growing period, eventually Be- 
Coming "The Medel Vilage. 


LUBECK, OSCAR 0. & FAMILY 
By Cal Lubec 


Grandpa Lubeek bought the former 
“Thompaon fam, south west ot Bentley in 1911 
and moved his family up from Mankato, Minne- 

‘On January 17, 1917, Oscar Lubeck, my 
ad, marred Pauline Skionsberg and entedne 
farm untl 1225, when we moved to the McKee 
place for 8 year. Then ad rented Grandpa 
‘Tonnes place which we ferme we moved 
ta tha Peace River country in the summer of 
1829, homesteading west of the town of Hines 
Creek Alberts, 

‘Dad passed away in thofaliof 1948. Mother 
maried Fran Smith and farmed 81966, when 
they sold the lend and Bought a house in Fair 
cw where Mother etl ving, but Frank isin 
the Whitlaw Home. 

4, Carl Lubeck, was born Apel tots, 197, 
and am a bachelor, farming at Eureka River 

Helga was Bom Feb th, 1919, he married 
cherie Lundgard In 1945. They farmed inthe 
Royes dletict and had a famiy of four sone 
(Charis died n 1969, Heiga marries Robert Bu 
fpeson in 1974, and now they are lving In Fel 

Earl was born Oct. Sth, 1920, and married 
Luey Siben, They havea family oftwo daughtors 
fang foursons and fatm st Wo'sley Alberta. One 
fon died In intancy 

Hans was born October 20th, 1922. He is 








(A Lueck home Ray Creek 
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bachelor. He farmed at Worsley but sold the 
lang and is now at Hines Crock 

‘Bernard was born, November 1th, 1924 He 
farmog at Worsiey, then sold tholand and buita 
housein Spit ler He snow ving thereafter 
(getting married lst year 

em was born June 27th, 1927, and was 
marfed to Gar Christiansen, They lve in Ed 
Imonton and have a family of one daughter sn 

Kenneth was born Apel 24th, 1929. Hemar- 
ried Hazel Shika, and they havea family of two 
‘Snsanétwo nighties. ey fm a Wont, 

‘Betty was born January Sth, 1982. Shomar 
‘ied Roman Wasylelw.Theyhavea amy of one 
fon anaiourahugnten. Tey esotemat Wore 

Bemice was born January 18h, 1804. She 
married Donald Fried! and they have afamily of 
fone son and two daughters. They frm at Worse 
Tey 

Howard wes born May 2st, 1997. He mar- 
fieo Joyee Dixon. They nave a family of thee 








sons and one daughter. They farm at Eureka 
Taney, Howard's twin brother died atthe 


Peay piainns 
“Th twin wore born on Mother's birthday. 


LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Highlights trom the Anniversary Booklet 

‘The fst Seancineviens of Luthor fat 
setied inthe Sunaet dletrict westof Bentley ang 
were Casper Vig, August 1900; Matin Jonnson, 
‘September, 1000; Hans Skjonsborg, November 
400, Gerhard Haarstad, May, 1901 ang Jane P 
(Christianson, May 1001 

Inthe fall of "903, Pastor Ansreas E Han 
son, from Backfalds, hldthe fit cervics nthe 
Sitrct atthe home of Martin Jonrson, Olger 
‘Jonneon rode orseback to Intorm he few peo. 

“Tne next saltlee was Osten Anderson who 
setted in te spring of 1902 

Sunday Schoo! was started in te summer 
ans Skionsberg. a teachers, Mrs, Johnson 
taught the beginners and Mr Skjonsberg, who 
had gone to achool n the States, taught the 

Pastor AO. Mortvedt, a relative ofthe Eo 
gona in Siaetalss, nad land at Aapslund ana 
Esme up from the States occasionally. Ononeot 
these Visits, Mr. Eggen brought him to Hans 
‘Skioncborg’s ome fo hola service. This was 
‘June’ 18, 1902 and Holga Skjonsberg ang Ella 
‘Christianson were baptized at that time. 

‘The fret confirmation was hel inthe alot 
1003 atthe home a Me and Mr. Gerhard Haar 
stad and those confirmed were Martin Vig Gu 
tay Haarstad ang Alma Johnson. Rew, Nodvedt 
twas the pastor, Bot he ony saved for about a 

Pastor Hector Moe sewvedthe congregation 
the al of 1903 to February, 1907. Services were 
Stl Being hela in he harms. 

The frst wedsing In the datlet was the 
double weadingo! Jann Solberg and SophieVig 
fang John Vig and Aims Solberg. The wedding 
‘was performed by Pastor Moeinthe home oi. 
find Mra. Casper Vig 

‘The next setters to come int the district 
were Osea Lilevig in 1903, is sister. Mis ula 
Uevig in the spring of 1804, Luda Larsen 
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who settled north west of Bentley tht same 
Speing, and Anders Holmen in 1008, 

'N need for a chuten, a place where they 
oul gather to hear God's word end socialize 
4905 2 mesting was calle at the home of Me 
Mies Hans Skjonsberg to find out what could 
bel done about organzing a congregation and 
Dulling a church 

‘The Vig Evangelical Lutheran congregation 
was organized. with the folowing oie 
locos: President Jone. P. ‘Christianson 
Seeretary-Treasurer- Hans Skjoneborg: Tus: 
tes - Casper Vig, Germara Haarstad and Oscar 
Lilesik. Two acres of land were donated by Mr 
Liev, slong the south end of hls homestead 
site ThaNW.14-40-2-Swastobe thesiteforthe 
{hurch building and the comotery. The church 
was o 60281 by 36. with 10H studdings. The 
Constitution and by-laws were reag ae writen 
by Pastor Moe and they were accepted 

‘A permit to cut lags was obtained and on 
Feb. 21.1907 the cut logs were havied to the 
farm of Casper Vig, and sawed that summer The 
Dullaing ofthe churn was started in tho fall of 

180? and finished lo 1908 o early 1910 The 
the grand ote! of 8.09. The enureh stood east 
fand west, had Gothie windows and wae It by 
two Alain lanterns 

March 1908 saw the dedicstion of the 
church by Pastor Moo. At fst. servcos were 
held once & month and EVERYONE came. 
orae, on foat or by wagon, During thistime the 
bier were taken by each member walking 
Up and laying thelr ifs on th altar. 

The tis confirmation in the church, which 
was not yt finished wa in January 1908, anc 
tote contiemed were alfred Vig, Morris Hol 
ren, Allred Haartad and Martin Skjonsberg 

“There bapiam inthe church was in Jane 
ary, 1908, when Elmer Christianson and Chester 
Solera wore baptized by Pastor AE. Hanson 

“Tho frst weeding in the church was that of 
‘olger Johnson and Minnie Olsen (nee Haar 
‘stad ana the coremony was performed by Pas 
{or T.Exnost Knudson, 

The frst burial in the cemetery was that of 
‘Car intant son of Mr. and Mrs. Joh Solberg 
‘OnJune 26,1911 ine cametery was fenced and 
Mr Glbenson’s body, which was burledoutside 
the cometery by mistake, was moved 

‘The last late tobe contrmadin Norwegian 














Lateran Church bh 196 





was in 1926. In Apr 1996, a motion was made 
land accepted Yo start kecping all ports and 
books forthe Congregation inthe English lan- 
ogo. 

Th the fal of 1929 cement foundation was 
put under the churen andan entryway wae bul 
‘min the summer of 1998 Later hat ame yea, 
Some painting and repairs wore done. A grass 
fie completly destroyed the church on Oc 
tober 61943 

"Ameating was held inthe home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oscar Vig on October 30,1849 at which 
timeamation was madetowritethecontroller of 
‘onstruction in Ottawa for a permit to buld a 
mew church. Approval was given and in August 
‘Of 1944, ¢ was agreed to have George Cu 
tings build the new chureh a a cost of $700. 
‘Thebasoment was duginthe spring of 985, and 











the builsing started but owing to the shortage 
of material, was not competed until July, 
4949, The fst service was helsintheurtinished 
chureh on June 16,1948, when Fern Holmen, 
Peogy Vig, Shirley and Evalyn Haars, Irene 
fand Margarit Solberg and Ramona Anderson 
‘wore contirmed. A furnace wie Installed ia the 

‘Boring the summer of 1960, Bentley went 
togetner with Ponoka to form a parish ang ve 
teived loan from the Church Extension Fund 
in Minneapolis fora small house to serve as @ 
pareonage. and elt ight were inetaled In 
the enue in 1958, 

November 1 to 19, 1955 marked the cle 
bration ofthe S0th Anniversary of ho Vig Evan 
goles! congregation and lator at year 8 
Ioeting was hed f0 change the name of the 
Church and comely. Four names were cons 
Gores = Fath, Hope, Calvary and Grace. Grace 
twat chosen but det red tape, he name ot the 
omotory was not changed, 

By this time, Asker had Joined. making us 
part of @ -poini perish. The small parsonage 
twos sold andthe loan inroases tobuidslarger 

The congregation grow, un in 975, 

‘After renovations were complate the first 
baptism was that of Tara Jatray in May, 1977 
The first wedsing was of David Cummins and 
Aucrey Spycher in Apri. 1977 an he fist con 
firmatin elase was made up of, Paulere Ket 
Stanley ergesen sn Barbera Carlson. The 
Haskon Sergasen in December, 1977 

‘few ofthe Pastors in the early days of the 
‘ig Chureh wore, Pastor Hector Moe 19030 
3908; Pasioe AE Hanson 1908; Pastor T. Eee 
festKnudson-1908and Pastor Anreas Hortaas 

{911-1922 Pastor Ken Haris ervedtrom 1979, 
{a'1977 and at that time, Pastor Oavia Larsan 
came and Is sil serving at the present time 

During 1979, Grace Lutheran and Syvan 
Lake Lutheran Bible Camp bogan to work to 
Qgetherin an informal way Inthe fl of 1979, the 
{hutch decided they would permit ther pastor 
te work 208 of his tme with the camp ae Camp 
Director 
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MALCOLM, WILLIAM AND KATHERINE 
(101950) 
2 daughter, Jessie Andrew 

Wiliam Malcolm was born March 24th, 
1884, in Stathmartine, near Kemal, County 
of Forfar, Scotland. He emigrated to Canada 
Taming at Halifax in March, 1905. He hen came 
bytrain to Manitoba, where he was employed Tor 
the sawmils at Revelstoke and Comapicx, 8.6 

in 1906 he came to Alberts, fling on 8 ho- 
mestead, the NW 1641-340 5th inthe Locke 
hart district, and going back to the sawmill n 
BBC. auiring the winter months 

He later married Katherine Jaffray who 
had come out rom Scotland with her two beat 
fs, Alox and George, in 1908, She wa born at 
Taves, near Aberdeen, on Aug. 3rd 1692. Aer 
landing at Halifax. they came by tain to Ls 
Comoe which wae ie endothe rall stat ime 
fang wore met by her brother James. (Jim) 
with wham she made her ome unt her mar 

In March, 1919, they moved to the NW. 7 
been bought previously from the C.P.A. Long 
ours, and yaers) wer spent clearing the land 
with axe and grub hoe, before breaking with 
horses Added income was‘aelzed rom relsing 
Cattle. pgs, turkeys, ang chickens. Inthe fst 
Yyearsitwas necessary 1 rand alleattleas here 
fon opon range in spring 

In 1925 the SW. 7-81-2:WSth, was pur 
chased trom Ben Bailey, which was only part 
Sleared. Back to tho axe and grab hoe! 

In the early 1980' a actor was purchased, 
an Olver, Har Part 26-44 whieh bogan tortie 
Some of the horses. A few years later a grain 
Separator was bought, whlen brought an endo 
the steam outtt, (O18 Donal) boing Used for 
tnveaing, of which Dad was shareholder Ts 
‘cam outfit required a erew oom 201022 en, 




















which meant big ob fr the wives, preparing 
Imeeis, et, but all were glad to see the big tea 
mar come, and ga! 

In the early years Das, and few other 
tumers, would organize a cate dive i early 
spring, to dive fet cate to Ecvile, or ean 
ioading, 2s tis was the closest alioad point at 
thetime. Hogs andarain werahauledtoRimboy, 
‘when ral was extended to that point. 

‘Another big jb done in winter was cutting 
‘ana hauling the years supply of firewood. Ex 
change of work was uted in geting wood sawed 
in lengths Yor stoves and hestrs 

Probably the big event ofthe year was the 
Annual Chrstmas Tree and Concert. where 
tong Nours of preparation fy the teachers and 
pile were needed for the rehearsal. It was 
held in the Lockhart Hel, tollowed by Santa 
Claus and a dance, 

The schoo! picnic held at the end of the 
school yearn June was also a happy day, and 
Brought the whale district together 

Inthe G0 the orginal homestead was sold 
to me Leyton of the Benjamin district, 

“The Malcolm ohilsren; James, Haze, Jes 
se, Willam, Anne. Arthur and Kenneth i at 
fended Calkine Valley Sehoo! 

Later, Jim worked inthe sawmils orth and 
ost of Leeda, fst fr Herb Vary, and later 
‘persted his own mil. Hemarted Loma Boake 
In 1988. They have fourenaren Myrna, imy, 
sone, and Karen, 

Hazel attended Olds school of Agriculture 
in 1980-3. before marrying Charlo Andrew of 
the Gilby letrct in une, 1882. They have four 
{ilren: William, Albert, Evelyn, and Irn, 

Jossie attended high school in Bentley and 
Fimbey and was married in November, 1985 12 
Pryee Andrew ofthe Giby astret. They nave 
‘children, Faye end Janet. 

Wil continuea on ta farm and was married 
to Holen Solberg in January. 1943. They nave 
three ciléren, dane, Judy, ana Wiliam, (Bi) 
Helen passed away in Apri, 1948, 

















































Mrs Um Motel 





[Anne attended Garbuts Business Cologe 
in calgary andcontinuesin thal ela, ater com 
pletion of hr course 

In 1940 Mom and Dad moves to an acreage 
near Duncan, B.C, where Ar andKen continued 
{heir schooling, Thoy returned tothe farm in 
5948 to continue farming 

[AR being ofan inventive nature and intr 
ested in electronic, went to Eastern Canada 
Wire there was more opportunity inthis Ho 

Ken continued on at school and when fn 
shed, ventured into the goneral trucking bus 

Determination and persaverence were 
qualities neoded to bring about the ststaction 
Staccompishment ofthe early ster, of which 





MARRIOTT, FRED AND MYRTLE 
8y Myrtle 
Fred and Myrtle Marriott bought the 
butcher shop in Bentley from Lulu Thorp in 
1890, They operated the shop for seven years, 
nd sold out fo Caleb and Ralph Morison, 
They delivered meat, bread and baked 
goods 10 the cotages at Gull Lake ducing the 





summer holidays. They employed two boys to 
Gelver the orders next day, Some of te boys, 
tno worked bis way for several summers were, 
‘Ted George, dr. Ken Gari, and John Hop: 
kin. Myrtle employed gis to help in the bab 
shop during the busy summer season. Some of 
these were, Inga Solbera, (now Mra. Ln Bee: 
(does), Helen Brown, (naw Mrs, Helen Charles), 
find Margerat Butcher, (now Nira. Westerman | 

Inthe winter the Marnotts both cured and 
went to bonspise 

‘Afr salng the shop, Myrtle worked in the 
entiey Creamery. when Lee Metin was 
manager, fo about twa years 

"They moved the Coast, where Myrtletook 
‘a hairoressing course, and followed this occu 
pation for as tong as she worked 

Fred Marit ater moved back to the La 
ccombe Nursing Home, where he passed aw 








MARTIN JAN AND ETHEL 
‘Ethel Clinton 


fan and Ethel Martin ame to Bentley in 
13942, and operated the Canadian Oil Co. bulk 
station, which was located just south ofthe Ber= 
tieyvilage limits, on the property where Nal 

in 1843 they Bought ou Bl Peterson's gar 
age ana enanged the name to Bentley Motos. 
They also bought the North Star Oi business 
from Frank, (Cappy) Thorp. 

in 1648 they 20 the garage ang oi bus 
trae In the fall of that same year, whe lan 
passed avay. 

has father, Mr. A, Roberson, of Sylvan 
Linke, died in July of 1948. Her mother, Mis. 
Robertson then moved to Bentley n September 
ff 1849, where she lived unt her passing in 
106; 

Ethel susequently marries Doyle cinton 
‘ney oparatee the Bentley Brig’ Store unt 
they eetired and sold the Business, and are 
row living in retirement in Bentley 











MATHEWS, MRS, GRACE 
chara Rathows, and thir small 2, Philp et 
England in 1906, to make s now home In Can 
‘most parts of the mining world: U.S.A, South 


Africa, and South America, These places wa 
fexperiencing uphewal, bloodshed, and rot. 
‘nd therstore Canad, oven with ifs harsh 
‘mate, seemed a much beter land in whieh to 








The family arrived io Eemonton in Febre 
ary, 1906. Aer staying there Tor few wocks, 
perhaps to obtain supplies, ete, they boarded 
fhe train for Lacombe, Albert. P's dad had 
‘ieady travelas from Edmonton oLacombe by 
foam and wagon with personal effets. Whi in 
scams he purchased a quarter section of 
lang, the SE 18-41-15th. north of the Ma- 
thems bridge, as it is called now 

“The family arived on the 22nd of Apri 
1806, and the land has Been owned by & Ma: 

Itwashnaré making ving in those test few 
yoara."The winter of 1906-07 was vary hers 
bittor col: doep snow; ane no feed forthecatle 
that hac been bought that summer. Tho losses 
wore great an the posure wore few Stl ay 
‘ayod on unt 1012, when Mr Mathews, Ph 
44d) ded from pourra, 

‘Mee, Mathews decided an auction sale was 
the best thing to do, 0 stock and machinery. 
te. wore sold. Personal belongings were Kept. 
‘They had brought them with them from Eng- 
land, canes, blankets, trunks of househols 
things, sewing machine many oienare 








Pris mother went to work at a house- 
ooper for several years at ifeent places to 
prove for herself ana Phil The last place was 
St Mr. Walt Fidsles the farm Pnit now owns 
Mother Mathews was never fo lve In England 
Again, Alberts, however harsh, was her home. 
‘By moving around with his mater, Phila 
tended "Centteviow, Outlet and” Chapel 
schools, Soca ite was contrag a the schools 
‘return trp to England toravisit took lace 
In 1825-28 and Mrs. Mathews returned to Keep 
house for Mr. Rida, unt her death in 1943, 
In. 1926, she ane Mr Rdle moved to the 
‘xgina farm onthe Bindman River, wile Phi 
took over the Fide fang 
Ms Grace Mathows, nd her husband, Mr 
flenard Mathews, are buried in the Boriley 
Cemetary 











oor 
MEAD, MELDON 
By Elmar A. Calkine 

Meldon Mead nomesteaded the N.W-16= 
441-2.W5th in 1902. He was a bachelor and ad 
& room inthe comer ofthe bam where he Kept 
his norses, cows and pigs 

In 1818 he broke Nis og. After ying therefor 
‘tow days, Jim Robson, who ied about ao 
‘a0ay, here hs eres fr help Mr Robson went 
‘ver with nis democrat, loaded him in the back 
land drove im toLacombe, neontyplacs where 

He lasted only afew days, as the bath and 
an clothes was too much fr his system, 

‘art Golin acquires the land and ved thre 

Luni he eid irom the farm, Robert Ranger 
row farms the tan 





MEREDITH, JOHN AND MARY (NEE PiMM) 
Pina 


Fred and Annie Pimm esme from Ontario 
and seta in Letnbriage before the turn ofthe 
Cantury. Thay moves to the Gilby dstict In 
1819, where they farmed and operated saw 
mill Uster they. moved to Lockhart, where 
‘most of thet eight ehilran went to schoo! 





MEREDITH 


George and Saray Moredith came trom 
‘Ontario ana settled at Witenburg. which Is 
row Leedale. They ed tive enideen: Joe, 
‘Tom, Olt, Russel and John, When John was 
five years they moved to Bentley, where they 
lived le the chicren atanded sohoo! there 


MEREDITH, JOHN ANO MARY 


ohn Meredith an Mary Pimm were mar- 
‘ied in 1913 at Leeda, whore they termed for 
Some years before moving to Bentey. They 
had eignt children, Jovee. who led when sh 
‘months old: Raymond, Gordon, Vers, Rasoma: 
'y. Bill Harry and Dale. The children al wont 
te school in Bente 

‘John Merecitn passed away in Red Deer 
at the age of 3, In 1958, Raymond married 
uth Hoppus, and had tives children, ay 
mond passed away at Prince George, B.C. in 
1872. Gordon married Pat Frieson, and has 
fone son. Pat died in 1975. Gordon Ives in 
Rocky Mountain House, Vara married Joe Le 
twa: She nas three sone and one step-son and 
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aughter. They lve at Gull Lake. Rosemary 
‘married Roy Johneon, They have two sone 
tnd Ive at Clreshoim, Bill married Cam Reid 
land they lve at Edson. Hary is single and 
Ties with his mother and step-father in Red 
Dor. Dale wes kiled na car accident in 1966, 





METRO FAMILIES 
By Marlene Walker (nee Metro) 

(The original speling of Metro was “Mi 
tuo" but Alex changed the "to “e" because 
he figured twas easier than having to @ 

Stove Maro, Senior, was Born in Hungary 
in arch, 1863, He emigrated to Canada in 1804 
He worked an tne Grand Truck Pace Raiway 
in Ontario. Then in 1910, he came to Alber. 
nore his wife, Varonica, joined him fom the 
‘Iz country with their chidren, Alex, Stove, an 
Mary. In 1811 they moved to Coronation, and 
then to Lockhart in 1923. A daughter, Elzabet 
emigrated trom Hungary to Now Jersoy, USA 
in 1908, and another son, Johny, was born in 
Coronation in 1814 Steve Mato, Senior farmed 
in Coronation and Lockhart diets unt his 
‘aseing in July, 1959, at 70 years of age 
fe worKed In Calgary atte packing plant and 
ther Jobs. In March, 1916, he married Wima 
‘Thomas, Thay moved trom Calgary 19 Corona 
on, where they farmed. In 1921 they moved 
tothe Lockhart district. They ha # 

‘Alex. George, and Edelo, and a caush 
Gelina. ‘The chien al went 10 Suneat il 
School. Alex farmed in the Lockhart district 
Unt 1950, then semi-retired {0 8 farm by the 
Mocicine Logge Ski Hil until his passing in 
Sanuary 1979. Ne’ fst wife passes away in 
5959. He then marred Mrs, Julia Seoke, who 
now staying with her daughter rear Gilby, 
where she stil enjoys making er quits 

al pe if. He had his Schooling at Sunset Hil 
School, where a Miss Connors, (now Mis 
Bralthwalta) taught him. In 848. he mersied 
Ethal Flinger, from the Bashaw distict They 
ba three children, Marien, ames, and Larry 
‘lex and Ethel farmed unt 1979, whsn tay 
‘moved 1 Rimbey, where they now reside. Lary 
fae the farm nom 

George Metro farmed with his dad an 
‘Alex, Jt He married Nelle’ Van Heeren in 




















1950. George then moved away rom the farm 
in 1983. They had four etldren; Loeta, Eve 
yn, Ronnie and Ruseel, George passed away 
InNovorbor of 1979, 

‘Madeline, Alex's only daughter, went 0 
school at Suneet Mill Sehook, then went 10 
work In Calgary. In 1943 she married Gus As 
tainok They nave three sons, Ea, Jim, and 
Bil. Madeline sil ives in Calgary. Ee wont 
to school at Sunset Hil, then fo high schoo! a 
Fed Deer In 1952 he married Elizabeth Cie, 
from Beshaw_ Ed worked inthe Bentey Red & 
White Store for several years, then moved t0 
Bashaw, where a farmed. They then moved to 
Egmonton, where thy stil lve. They have four 
children. Moni, Bevery, Mary Ann, & Bla 

‘Stove Metco was born in Hungary in 1898, 
Stove worked around the Ponoka-Bachaw arse 
for many years. In 1928 he mariod France Ft 
linger. Then they movesto the Lockhart date, 
whore he farmed unt thay moved to Bentey i 
Y9r2. They have she children. Frank, Joe, 
nd France sil ive Bemtey. Allred now nas 

Elizabeth was bom in Hungary in 1889, 
She lived in the USA 

Mary was born in Hungary in 1686. She 
lived in tho Lothovidge area where she married 
Gilbert Cook 

Johnny wae bom in Caranation, Albert, 
in 1014. He went ta schoo! in Lockhart and 
helped his father on the farm unt he fined 
the army in 1943 to 1086, Inuno of 1685 he 
married Dorothy Carey in England, In 1946 he 
returned tothe fare. In S987, Dorothy, his En 
irs. Johnny moved to. Canrose in 1950, 
nigren: Caro, Jean! twin boys, Gordon & 












Charles Clement Miles and Gertuse 
eathordale came to Bently trom Loyal, Wis 
toni (Clarke County) in Oscombor, 1698, 
‘ath three of their four chiaren: Ray, Clement 








Mable, and Frances, They lived on the 8 4.27 
AO1-WSth, ang lator on the NW.22-40-1- 
1W.sth, whore Dan Wecker now rsices 

Ray nomesicadee tne SE 1-41-200.Sth 





atthe age of 18. Ho was Dom March 6, 1894 
Til cate was April 41007 C.C. Miles moved 
into Bentley and lve in the house they bul, 
‘moved 10 Chico, Califomia, i 1919, where 
1939 atthe age of 88 

Fay Milos married Bertha M. Hutton in 
1913, on June "8th. They lived In the Niles 
home nti 1827 when they. moved t0 the 
'S.E-26-40--W5th, with their twa sone, Vernon 
and Elwood. 

Rey snd Bertha ved in thle home nti 
December 11, 1872, when they moved to Cal 
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gary 0 Forest Grove Nursing Home, Ray dec 
on 19,1973 


MILES, FRANK & ANN 

Frank and Ann Mlle came fram Wiscon- 
sin to Lacombe on February 1, 1002. Thay 
had a family of fvechilaren, the youngest be- 
ing Lotta. aged 10 months, A Box car con 
tained their household things as well as some 
stock They moved out fo their homestond the 
Netw sth, which semeined i the Miles 

‘The tamly consisted of four gts 
Frances, who became Mrs. Claud Wright Ale 
fe, who married Ted Zalut, Emme and Lotte 
Siso two boys, Milton ang Walter, Waller beng 

It took twa fo thrae years to claar some 
land and get some crop seeded. What crop 
thoy Rad was frosted and of poor quay, bat 
‘was made do with. The threshing was done 
‘with Bon Palmers horse power out. 

“The fst well that was led onthe prop 
‘erty was done by Me, Vansiclo He also used 
horse power for running the well eri, he well 
being completed In a wesk’s me, 

‘Senooh, the shoo! Being located s mie and a 

The post office being Bentey, all other 
traging ned to be done in Lacombe, 25 mites 
to the east. This made for along day. Some 
times fook most ofthe night aa wel 

' large bush fre had gone through the 
area a couple of Years previous to the homes: 
tasers This had drven out all he deer, The 
Bnd wore found very enjoyable. took a um 
ber of years nefore the deer returned to the 
rea When the growth wae sultable tney rer 
ned, and many @ fight took place between the 
Buck, as they fought for control of tho area 

‘Another fre swept through the area in 
1905, ranging ftom the Gime! River, 18 ales 
west, to the Bllndman River an the east. 
reside. at Westview Apariments in Bentay 
venere they enjoy taking it easy 

















MILES, RAY & BERTHA- FAMILY 
VERNON LINDSAY 
Vernon was born July 8, 1919, received 
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schooling in Bentey, Attended Normal Schoo 
in Calgary and taught school. He joined the 
Airforce and was tiles In action, January 23, 
944, 





ELWOOD RAY 
wood was born March 6, 1923, ane 1 
ceived his schooling in Bently. He left Univer- 
Siy to jon the RCAF. After his seree be 
tended U.B.C.. After graduation ne has taught 
‘School In Nanaimo ever since. They have Tour 
‘hilren, Phyllis Davo, Joan, & Barbara 





BERYL MARIE 


Beryl was born May 28,1984. She trained 
In Lamont as a nurse” On July 1, 1957 she 
married Clayton Paton ate service in Bentioy 
‘They lve in Calgary ana have two chilren 
Lyle ang Lyne 


BEVERLY JOAN 

Beverly Joan was born September 26 
1908. She trained a8 @ Secretary. and ives in 
Calgary, 


MILLAR, JOHN F. FAMILY 
By dean Taylor (ne Mila) 

In the spring of 1904, the John Milla far 
iy moved weet fo Lacombe. Alberta from Or- 
taro. it consisted of the paren, and four 
Sali children = Jeaa, James (im). Campbell 
fd Florence. in those eary Yoare Me Mila 
Speretod a new creamery In Lacombe, and 





ss0 managed to prove up a homestead near 
‘Aspen Beach, then known as Wiesevile, 

‘About 1908, the family moved fo the small 
vilage of ‘Bentley. Wr.” Millar bought the 
hess factory business trom James MePher 
fon; first making cheeso and later butter, The 
{amity lived inthe nortern part of he village 
Near neighbors were the Evernden and Mor 
ton families, For a 9000 many years tro was 
‘onevoom schoo! Students wishing to 9010 
high senoat has to go to Lacombe, or esew- 
here. 

“The very first chureh was made of logs. It 
was later replaced by a lage red brick one 
‘The denomination was. Methodit, Tater be- 
ming United. The Millar family Boeame eo 
Sely associated witn Name of ministers thet 
tan bo recalled are Kir Navile, Mr Mann, Me 
Haudon, Br AO. Wilar, and Mr. Faweet 

Some years later Mr Millar sold the 
creamery business. He bought some land on 
the outakins of the vilage and farmed for 

‘Activities and. social events included 
berry picking. pnles, skating on the Blind- 
man. River and "Gull Lake, box soci 
Christmas concerts, and the annua 1 of July 
Sports Day. The boys In the family enjoyed 
hunting, ahing, baseeal! and scouting 

‘im isa voter ofthe fst World War, He 
took part inthe Battle of Vimy Ridge and was 
‘wounded. On his return he Became a cream 
fader and later worked for tho CNA as & 

Campbell attended University for 8 fow 
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years; hen joined the staff of the Bonk of 
Florence became a stenographer, and 
‘Me and Mrs. Miler and their daughter 
Florence are now deceased. Jean, Campoal 
fnd Jim resi in Edmonton, 


MIX, HW, (BILL) 8 OLIVE 
By Olive Mx 


Bill Mix came to the Sentiey area trom 
Castor in 1989, 

Clive came trom Thorsby in the spring of 
1040 

“They were married in October, 1640 and 
sotiod inthe Forshee. district. where he 
worked for citer farmers 

In 1948 thoy moves to the Bentley ast. 
In 1982 Bil startad to work for tha G--R. and 
Olive started to work in fhe Bartley Hospi, 
where she warked for twslva years, 








In 1983 they moved inta their own home 
in Bentley, where they continue fo lve today 
Olive than went to work in the Nursing 
Home and Lodge at Lacombe. 
Valerie is marred and lives in Westbank, 
1.6. She has two daughters and one son 


‘Joyee is married and tives in Carstairs 
‘She’ has one daughter She nurees at Dide 
bury, Albers 
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MONTGOMERY, JOE 
By DE Sawyer 

Joe Montgomery (ex prize tighter) was @ 
big man, over ae faet tal with huge long 
board. He had she or eight old race horses an 
Ulsed them to farm with. Sometimes when he 
hitched them to the plow, or whatever tay 

sed to think there was ahores race on and 
‘reated quits sight, with old Joe, hie bears 
fying in the wind, trying to Keep the horses In 
Ime same fils 

‘doe was well Known for his moonshine 
mage in his sll which was located under a 
manure pile, all cbbes up with ratoad tee 
fd with a secret passageway, conceales trom 
he was making the stuff but could not find 
root, butane day Joe came nome oti thay 
ha tho proat tay needed, oe wert tal for 
Sik montne and on retuming home, e8¢ he 
had boon fo College and had lead a great 
‘eal about making beter moonshine. Joe was 
8 well-educated oid hermit who loved whiskey 
fnd citked wore. 

‘The one time | had occasion to mest him 
it happened ta be his dinner hour. He met me 
At the door, holging a large Black trying pan, 
‘hich also served as a pate, ang his cutlery 
onsisted of one table knife. It soemed to me 
he got about ts much food on his Beard ae he 
dhs hs moth. 

‘One winter morning, with the temperature 
around 40 below toro, the ralway crew patrol 
coming trom oes chimney 80 went invest 
Geto and found poor ald Joe on his bunk with 
Both fet frozen and a crack of moonshine o9 
the table. Paraps he could have used some to 
‘uel the fire, except forthe danger of blowing 
Up hls shack One of the neighbors managed 
1 got him tothe Bertoy hospital, where is 
Clothing was removed and burned. Then it was 
time for Notes Florence Kenner to bathe him 
fand get that beard waehed. Joe decided he 
‘would have no part of tht and ater pleading 
{o'no avail, the fight was on and ne had mie 
bath and his whiskers waned 19, 

‘Stories have beon fold of Klondike Kat, 
‘Dan MeGrew ang others but none more spec. 
teular than Joe Monigomery' would have 

He developed gangrene in both trazen 
foot ana wont to his reward in the sy in 7082, 
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st the age of about cighty yours, leaving be 
hing his stil = complete with copper tubing ~ 
his horses and what litle ne owned of this 
worlds goods. Clarence Damon held an eue 
ti sale to cispose of everything 

‘Nurse Kenner (tts. Bil Peterson), under- 
standing ane sympathetic as she always was 
of her patents Inner felings, flt Joo was 

“Joe aid have one brother who, with is 
family, visited nim once for s few says. Joe 
toved to talk and Im sure those were cher 
Ished days for him. had only one opportunity 
to mest him but ad he writen the story of he 
Ite that nook would be the first one | would 
ick up tom the lary shot 








THE MOORES, CHARLIE & DORA 

In 4817 Charlie ana Dora Moore were liv 
ing in Spokane, Washington, where Charlo 
had & job a8 a streetear motoman, and Dora 
had a baby t0 look ater Charle seo had 3 
‘ing very well He hada chance to trade his 
Store property for a quartr of land in Alberta, 

‘Charie had been raised on a farm in to 
wa, though Dora's experience ad been in 


‘ant years. However, Chari was enthusiastic 
‘pout this land and’they decided to go far 
‘ming. They figured that in ton years they 
‘nau have enough money to come Back 10 
the US. and ve easily, 

Charlie came up to Bentey inthe fall of 
7 and tned up 2 house, wth Len. Snow 
doing, the carpenter work Charlie unloaded 
when Dora came with one year old Allen, in 





‘They had tha usual problems that most 
Buying high In eightoan and saling low in the 
tary twentles. But by 27 thy had a good start 
fnd even had a Chev 400 touring cat Charlie 
‘lnared and broke 10 acres year, so thatthe 
‘Quarter was gotting pretty well cleared. Ths 

the mark that they hed set fr themselves 
When they left Spokane. but now they: had 
three more chidren. Dick was born In 1920, 
Florenco in 1988 and Steyn 1925, Everyone 
bushel so they taded the quarter in on aha 
Section plus an 80 acre wood lat, which had 
‘eon owmed by Clarence Ober. 











(On Api the 3 of 7 tay ware ready to 
move, and atrough it was thy below anc 
(hind), the neighbors came and helped then 
move, Phila and Rasy Slaughter, Ken Sweet 
man. Henry Casteman, Bert DeGrotl, Jake 
Whitworth ang Ban Hicks al came and helped 

Wheat dint go to wo doles. It went 10 
twenty" cents intend, 30 times wore a litle 
tough. But there was always late to eat and 
Dora was a wonderful cook. As one theshor 
Said, -Pies 0 thick you get your nose In the 
projects as hie family, which was naw five in 
tumbee, grew up. Caralyn haa been born it 
{328, Chava wae one of the original board of 
Ine Foranee Community Hall and helped of 
‘anize tho Forshee High Sehool, where Dick 
‘ot two yeare of schooling 

In 1987 Dara accompanied by Allon wont 
to viet ner family in fom, and Charo was go- 
Ing te join her in January when fe sola some 
tte that he had on feed. However, he haa to 
have an operation ands heat gave out when 
bilon 23, Dick 17. Florence 14, Shirley 2 and 
Caron 

‘The family Kept on farming, pigs pal of 
the mortgage, and the gis got their high 
Shirley a secretary and Caraiyn a nurs. Dick 
Tot to jon the A Force snd became a radio 
technician. Dara moves to Bentley wien Aion 
marvieg Margaret Rimbey, n 1884 Theetlren 
marlag at wo year interval ator tat, Florence 
{fa Bob Hayden in 46, Shirey to Ken Butenern 
“48, Carolyn to Morris Shaw in'0, and Dick 10 
Helen Robson in 52, 

‘Bora Moore passed away in 1968. There 
are now 18 grandchildren and 13. great 
Srandehildren. Looking back. wasnt a bad 
move that they made in coming to Canada 
“Thoy cian't get ren and move back to Spoke 
fe, but they had argh lien Alberts, 

‘Allon passed away 198" 


‘THE FIRST TIME | HEARD DAD SWEAR 



































Dad had put in fieen years in lumber 
‘camps in Colorado and Oregon, and cenainy 
Kaw all the swear words, but they were never 
fed wnere we children were 

‘inan | was about five, Dad borrowed 
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nog rack fom Suggetts because he wanted to 
hal some hoge nextday. | want along forthe 
fide, ang, while | cant tink of a worse ride 
than rating slong on lumber wagon ten i 
wos great ret 

‘The team We took had boen scared by a 
car when they wore young and would run 
Sway ft they saw one. On the way home, 8 
Tick would have lwo mt a ear Dac sad to 
ime, “hang onto my arm", and away we went, 
{he horeos on the dead un ana te two of us 
porches on epring seat ontop of a hag rack. 

‘Bad Kept the team on the road but Mother 
ward us coming end rushed out fo ty to stop 
the team, can stl haar In my mind ad yell. 
(Get hel ut ofthe road! 

‘She dd, and alte past the house he ran 
tne team into 8 grave of small poplars, which 
Hopped thom wih no harm done. 

Pauppace | was seared, but 1 don ro 
member that, but the shock of hearing Dad 
forgot 








FUN AND PRANKS 


“There was never dull moment ifthe In 
ram brothers were around, and 8 book cout 
Be writ about thei jokes. Tis one was old 
to me by Homer Moulton, and | hope ne 

Clarence Damron had bought land 3 
miles west and 2 north of Seniley. He had 
Chara Switzer and his son, 8d ving thare 
nd breaking land with 8 head of bronchos. 
Ted Repo and Homer were boys about 15 and 
thay loved to go thereto fake art inthe fun of 
handing bronches, 

“A thal time ther were men whe traveled 
around with stallions, because horse ralsing 

John Ingram was traveling Laren Craig's 
horse an he got to Damons jst In timo fr 
Supper and to stay tne night 

"There was a problem about beds because 
they" only had wo. Cherie and Sud opt 
Upstairs. Along about dark ta boy were sent 
to bed while the men continued 10 talk, No 
‘doubt tling a fow stones they sieht want the 
oy to ear 

“The boys ware just dozing off when Bud 
feame in ang told ther, "Now you bovs be 
‘uot Because that Ingram is real tough auy 
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and besides he's been drinking and he reel 
‘goes wld. You never krow what el do. 
the noise tom downstate kept getting lou. 
they were really seared. Suddenly they heard 
some loud bangs, and aa Inaian War Whoop, 
Bang! Bang), on the sia, the door bengod 
‘pen, another War Whoop, ana Jonn rushod 
Sorats the room aed Slammed a two by four 
Homer and Ted left for home withou 
waiting to aay Good Bye! That's ll that Homer 
Knew about. but the problem of the beds as 
folved, and we can guece that John had @ 
good sleep in.a warm bed ater he aut lau 
shina 








HARVEST TIME AT FORSHEE 

By Maniyn Moore Pottege 

Therois something special about being five 
and helping Daa at harvest time 
fe the Nest waves radiating Up to te cotton 
andy clouds nthe summer Sleek. There was 
Siways the drone of insects, ang often got side 
tracked wetching «grasshopper ora dragenth 
But eventually 1 would hear the distant eound 
hag been waiting for tha wine of a ful grain 
track ae ft elimbed the hl rom te river it 
loaded and headed forthe grain slevator at Fo 
shea. tl was ready in tho yara whon Dad came 
through, |eould go 09, an | liked being apart 
the excitment that goos with getting the crop 
in.Whiletmeweather was goodwekidehadtobe 
0d oF got out of tho way, Oad didnt stop Tor 
much. As th old green 46 Studebaker ground 
its way sto the yard. Iran out 0 he deveway. 
Dad stopped an | hoppess in 

‘The fo miles north Io Forshee wasnt & 
Jong ride and | s0n came to know where every 
pothole was and how much Dad would have to 
Flow at Harry Craigs commer end how he would 
fr down atthe brides 

‘Sometimes we hag to walt as Pete Kozak or 
fone of the other farmers in the afea dumped 
{aie barley of oats. The grecting was aways 
{nendly and te talk was aay of who Was 
the flalds and now ary ithad boos yesterday of 
thie moming Harry Proudfoot was always easy 
to dothetosting when twas neoded. thre very 
young that"17" was asappointing and" 1" mo 
{nt we'd be putting In avery long day. As the 























rain colled down nto the ratings, the clouds of 
fry grin dust lied up, and any other time of 
the year | would have run to escape trom them, 
But et narvest time, | tood in there ust Ike ths 
man, Basides, st harvest me Mom seme %0 
Understand about dirty clothes. 

orrand to the sore at Forshee ta pickup some 
pull on the Coca-Cola hand bar, and always 
behind me, The store always soomed dark and 
00! inside, and the wooden farzoarGs ‘alt 
t0al on my bare feet-Candy and food was onthe 
left sto, clothing and footwear was on tho right 
fide, and the try post office was a he back 
ti being the long counter an the let ans ho 
ays tned to talk me ino some candy. Bu 
know Dad woul ell me we cit have tine for 
that stf today anyway. | usally ted to maxe 
‘ovator ecauseIeoulgoniy understand haf of 

Heading back Rome again was ttle an 

elimati unt we got tothe fea and pulled up 
lnehtime came along, we'd shut down for a 
til, an at inthe stubble having sandwiches 
na cake. And at lunchtime, Iwas ustas hungry 
2 the men and just 8s anwious to get 9019 
gain 











MOORE, ESCO . 1889 - 1988 — 
MOORE, FLORA GRACE, 1289 1068 
By the family 


One of the eariy settles in the Bentley 
area wa Esco C. Moore. E200 and Grace were 
Both born in 1889 near Mouton, lows, Esco 
‘graduated from lowa state Colege at Ames, 
Towa ang became a schoolteacher: Grace was 
also 8 school teacher and i was during the 
time that they were teaching tat they met. 
They were maried in Moulton, Iowa, in 1911 
‘The young couple joined the infux of 
Americans who immigrated Yo Canada i the 
tary 1900" 0,8. Moore, E500 elder brother, 
Wisited the Lacombe, Bentsy and Rimbey 
fareas in the summer of 1912 and iked tnem 





ame to the Bentley dletrict in 1813 and deat 
tor's half saction. This was the £%s ¥7-40-28- 
outh of Bentley. The original og Gull Lake 
immeditaly north ofthe new Gull Lake echo! 
that was but in 1932, few months later 
Esco's wife Grace, with ther six month old son, 
Max, arrived trom low. They came by train to 
Useombe ang had to. bo mot by tam and 
Buggy 85 tAat was the only way ou to Bentiey 
sca and O8, decided to vide the halt 
section. s0 Esco took the south quartr and 
the family moved inta the log eohoo! mouse 
where Em and Dora king ana family nad pre- 
Viously ied. Their daughter Milrea was born 
In 1914, Esco hauled lumber from the mil out 
west ane bull's barn. 0.8. nad gone back to 
Towa {o be matrie to his fiancee, Erma Sut 
ton, an upon returning to Alberta sated In 
Rimboy. Esco ané Grace had another adstion 
to the lamiy ~ Verona, born In 1995, Esco 
‘moved his taly to Rimbey to work there for 
{tbout two years, reluming to the tog schoo 
daughter. Dorothy, awed. The family doctor 
in those daye was Dr Hynes from Lacombe, 
buggy, taveling many miles 
hauled west by ams and wagons over & road 
that wae a tral folowing the riggee and in 
places was vary muddy, so it was quite an 
Secasion for the strict residents when in 
4817 the Lacombe and. Northwestern Ral 
‘oad was bail through the area thd begun 
in Lacombe in 1913, withthe engine pushing & 
Mat car Toned ith steel and the crews laying 
tracks. The railroad made & wonderfl inpro 
oment to the Bentley istrict and wouls stop 
at crossings to pick up and discharge passe 
(ers toughout the rural aras. It was ocaly 
emed “The Peanut” vail CPR. bought i out 
in leter years, and put regular tains n service. 
I 1918 0.8, sold his quartor to Ed Han. 
sen. who ivag there unt 1942.” Esco 
purchased the "East Quarter" - SEs 1-40-28 
WW, and the “Lake Pace" ~ SW 21-40.28-W4 
In either 1918 oF 1919, and was busy clearing 
fn bresking the land on the two new quar 
fers, In 1900 he sold the “log schoo! house 
place an moved one mie east to the Welch 
piace = later Miler’. Pauline was Dorn that 
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year of 1920. Esco leased the Welch place for 
Thvee years subject to ele 
John Miler, Ey’ father, came through 
feom Saskatchewan in 1920 and bought the 
Walch place. However since he didnt want to 
‘move out immediatly, the Mores ved there 
land farmed It fr two years. Esco dealt Mr. Mi- 
lor out af the old Rouse by hauling lumber for 
him from the mil out west, and moved the 
house ta the Lake Place during the winter on 8 
Sleigh with a stump puller Esco had brovght 
‘his slump pul from towa where was ma 
nulactored and used ita Tot, pulling trees ang 
‘Stumps in land clearing. It was ured with a 
foam of horees and Mad tremendous power. 
‘Max stil owne Hang wants to restore It 10 
‘omibers operating as he grew older. In the 
‘meantime, the "log school” quarter had been 
purchased by a Mi. Moss, who wanted torent 
{Since it was a busy time of house moving 
land trying to get the old nome ready on the 
roe Place, Ee rent the tog schoo! quarter 
fand moved his family there again, ving there 
‘ni 1923. Tris was the year Donna was born 
‘The ehigren who were of school age 
wont 19 Gull Lake schos!. Their teachers it 
luded Percy Davies, Louise MeNab and Mur 
lel Damant. Sunday’ school was eld in the 
Gull Lake schoo! by the Pentecostal Church 
In the fall of 1823 500 hls an auction 
salo “of nousehola goods and machinery. 
Tantod the land to the Freeman brothers (Si 
Freeman’ had. workod for Eaco for several 
years) and the family moved back to Iowa 
They ‘stayed in Towa for five yeors, ring 
vihich ‘ime they eared for Graze's aged pax 
Fents and during which time botn Ree parents 
passed away. The Moore femly again i= 
migrated to Canaea in 1028, bringing two 
Usinear_ toads of effects and. necessary 
‘machinery with thom When they came back to 
‘he Gull Lake cstict they sated on the Lake 
Pace end ved in the ol Mier house In 1020 
Em and Dore King, who lived on the SE! 20 
40-25-04, sold thir quarter to Esco. and 
‘moved 10 Oregon. The Moore fantiy moved to 
his farm, and also In that year had thei s6 
vertn chi, Nedes. They lived on tis quarter 
lint 1947, and uring those years Esto ac 
‘ulrad more land Inthe area which he farmed 
‘The farmers hed wood-sawing boos a 





Mr. Mrs Esco Moore ondfoniy le 1900 Bockrw L1oR- Mie. Max, Math. rot lo toR Donna 


leach others! farms, cutting theit wood sup 
Dies. Everybody heated. their houses with 
‘rood, and the men of the ditict spent long 
hours in the winter cutting, hauling and saw~ 
ing the wood for their oars supply. In Iter 
Yeas hey Rls ol wah in ang Sle 
bullainge. Everybody put up ice suppl from 
Gul Lake by cutting huge blocks of fee and 
Sloring them, packed! in sewdust which was 
aved from the wood-eawlng, n log ioe Rouses 
fon their farms, Consitucton of tho No. 12 
highway weet to Bentley was stared in 1930 
fad completes in about 1982. 

‘A memorable part of those early days was 
the harvest season when FatzEbating, wih his 
Steam engine ang tvesher, would move ron 
farm to farm to tveah the grain, He and his 
men would ave with about twelve bundle 
racks, water wagon which was pulled by mur 
les, bunkhouse ete, ana twas an exciting 
tm se ah paling io the yard The wo 








tractor, thresher and equipment. but til 
fhreshed with neighbors. He hired mary ren 
to help him with tne farm work. especially at 
harvest time. During the war, combines 1 
placed threshing 

‘During the years the Moore children were 
rowing up, varus teachers at Gull Lake 
School inchided Elsie Ziprick, Dick Damon, 
re Gil Eva Tona and Ea Dowling. Esco and 
Dex Cox were among the memeers of the 
Gull Lake schoo! board. The family members 
went {9 high senool atthe ale: Oxfora school 
Ut Bentley, ang some went to Lacombe to the 
‘ld Neton schoo. Dr. Henry at Bentley was 
‘he community doctor trough those years 

‘A highlight of winter actvties then wore 
the Ghrstnas concerts which wore held atthe 
Gul Lake school People trom all avor the die 
‘et atended even though they might not have 
had ehidren in school. Tommy Reynolds was 
fivays the Santa Claus a these concer, and 
probably nad no equal. Skating partis wore 
held down at Moores Boach where there w 
f large skating rink, Dances wore held at Fet= 
his. Max oponed up Moore's Beach where he 




















rented boats and had a title store there. Ths 
has now become par of the noted Aspen 
Beach Provincial Park. Community pines at 
Gull Lake were highlights of the summers in 
those yeara. These were achool plenis, Sun 
‘ay Schoo! picnics and the Searchight Glob 
Dienies, where the whole communty gathere 
Brought food, ald games and races, wont 
‘Swimming, fishing, and sport tho whole day 
tagether ‘having 2.9006 time. In the early 
19808 the Gull Lake schoo! we. shut down 
‘when country schools consolidated with Bent 
ley, ending an eva of activity around ft and the 
In 1997 Mex went to Oregon where he 
worked as a tolegraprer on the Union Paciic 
‘Agnes Cabelka in 1080. They had tive chileran 
tarry, Carel, Harvey, Connie and Philp, 
‘They made their home inthe Gul Lake district 
where they farmed unt they retired, and now 
fesige near Sorrento, B.C. O! Esco. and 
Graces descendants, Lary and Philip are the 
ery farming one ofthe quarters purchased 
from the Esco Moore estate, and Prlip ranch 
Mildred moved to Orogon around 1839 
and ‘worked tnere unt her mariage t0 RH 
Kelly in 194. They hae four chigren Gary, 
Chery! Ree, Stoven and dudy. Mildred #0 
{cond marriage was fo W.C. Brown in 955, and 
thoy Mad one son, David. Her husoend passed 
fway in 3980. Milred makes her home in 
Newberg, Oregon 
‘Verona wae. married to Percy Lowe in 
1936. They had four chron - Metin. Ramo 
ra, Kenneth and avid. fth el, Virgin, 
iad at four months in 1955, They made thet 
home in the Asplund district anc later te Loo 
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co and Grace More ery 14 


dale district, where they farmed. Percy passed 
‘way in 1065. Veronamoved to Lacombein 158 
there che worked atthe Lacomoe Hospital unt 
her second marrage toEugone Lindsay in 1972 
‘They reside in Lacombe 

Dorathy moved to Posting, Oregon in 
1805 for health reas08, an has ved in that 
avon ever since She marred Ralph King in 
1920 and they nad two children - Eugene and 
‘Sharan. Ralph passed avey in 1971. Dorathy’s 
second mariage was to Pete Smith in 1973, 
He passed away {wo years lator. Dorothy re 
sides in Beaverton, Oregon, 








Pauline marci Joe Pollok in 1899. They 
had wo daughters - Myena and Cheryl. They 
farmed Io the Gull Lake datict unt he ear) 
43850’ when they Heft the cstrit to 90 into 
other business emorprises, They resige in Ea 

Donna merted Mery Jaque in 1945. They 
ad thee children ~ Jery, Don and Joanne 
Thay lived in Lacombe where Mery operated 
the Lacombe Feed Mill inen moved to the 
Peace River country and [ator to Edmonton 
where Mery worked witn the Alberta govern 
tment ang Donna became a well-known artist 
They reside at Sherwood Park, Alberta 

Nedra. marred Jerald. Pollock in 1956, 
They had twa children - Nea! ana Diane. They 
lied on the Joe Pollock farm in the Gul Lake 
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strict for about two years, and hav 
‘then made ther home at Syivan Lake, 
Esco and Grace Moore farmed in the Gull 
Lake istct until 1046, when Esco passed 
‘way very suddenly from a heart atack. Grace 
‘hen sol the home farm to Max and moved to 
UUzcombe, where she resided unt her deat in 
1964" Esco and Graco are Bot" buried i the 
Baniey “Gama aong wih many ol 


friends and neighbors who lived 




























MOORE, MAX & AGNES & FAMILY 

Max Moore and Agnes Cabelka wore 
united in marriage tt the George Cabalka farm 
hhome on June 20, 1899, by Rev. Warren of 
Bentioy 

"They started farming one mile east of A 
pen Boach on the NIW24-40-28.W ath. Later 
{hey purchased an unbroken quarter act 
Ing, snd farmed Ia conjunction with Max's 
father Esco. C. Moore, They had three ch 
ren, Lary, Caro. and Harvey, while living In 
the Woody Naok district. In the fall of 1948, 
Esco died: Max's mother wanted to move from 
tne ferm to Lacombo, so a yea ater Max anc 
IAgnes sald in the Woody Nook area. and 
purchased the home quarer, the SE. 20-40 
Ee-watn, in the Gull Lake dlstct. Thoy 
Tented adcitional lané and increased the size 

“atthe time the war came to an ond, Max 
and several other area farmers spent many 
hours and attended mary meatings, which re- 
Sultog inthe farm electric services 10 many 





farms from Blackalds to Lockhart and Syivan 
Uke to Lincoin 

Two more children joined the family cit 
cle, making fe, 

Larry Max Moore was bor August 25, 
4940, He took grade 1 at Woody Nook schoo 
and then stended. Gull Lake senoal unt i 
tlosed. He then attended school in Bently 

ary raised avery nice 4H Holstin herd anc 
ad the tril of winning Grand Champion one 
year. Larry has worked consigerabe time with 
heavy equipment. logging, earth moving oll 
fige. and backhos, Ha loves fying and ci ae 
Ha epraying for a few years. Larry mariod 
‘lack Gair'af Red Doer. who had sponte 
tral years working in the ban. They have four 
‘hilgren: Osan, Eugene, Danny and Dawn. At 
resent they lve on their farm, 45 mies est 
Of Bentley. the W228 20.03, Lary Is om 
ployed as a supervisor for Cook's Oil Consult 
Ing Company. 

Carol Agnes Moore was bom October 4 
1042, She roceived her education at Gul Lake 
and Bentley sehools. Aller greduating trom 
Bentley High, she graduates Yom Key Secre 
farial schoo! in Red Deer. Caro! enjoyed 
EGILT. She was in the dH Dairy Club and ie 
tor the aH Sewing Club, whieh she realy er 
Joyed: Carl marced Jim Tronnes of Lacombe 
"They live in Slacktlgs where Jim rns hie avn 
business, called "Columba Cabinets” They 
have two sons, Chris and Raymond. Carol has 
Spent several yours n the work force as eecre= 
tary the Bank of Commerce, Res Deer. Lek 











sure nours are spent at thelr acreage on the 
Harvey Wayne Moore was bom December 
25, 1848 Harvey sterted his snoolng days a8 
Class in Bentey, He took all his schooling in 
Bentoy, except one year at Mount Royal Co 
lege in Calgary” Harvey anloyed” boyhood 
years with Cubs, Scouts, sking, He wae @ 
Norge lover and rode “Lucky Inthe Blindman 
NMusleal Ride uncer the lesdarehip of Bob Car 
Iyl.After graduation he joined the Roya Sank 
for one yetr but decides fo change cat 
Ho got his machinists papers at SALT and 
thon spont soveral yoars at gas plants at Cro 
‘mona and Marin Hills, working for Home Oil 
Co. than itor for Richolé in the Gilby Rim 
bey ates. Harvey married Carol Mille of Ben 
ley. Carol isa graduate of the Holy Cross Hos 
pita, Calgary, and has. Boch employed. In 
Bentley and Rimbey, and severl years st the 
{Lacombe Nursing Home. They nave two sore, 
Steven and Timmy. Recently they moved tom 
Blackfalds to. thir new home at Pine Lake 
Harvey has been employes with tne Red Deer 
Fre Department for several years, and Carol 
has new Job with Home Care Nursing Inthe 








Connie Louise Moore was bon August 
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12, 1948, Connie took her schooling in the 
Bentoy. Schoo! and enjoyed her githoos 
Yyoars with C.G.LT. and ah, and plano lessons. 
Iter gracuating, she took several business 
home was In. Calgery with Alberta Pacitc 
Grain Co. At this time Federal Grain bought 
ut AP. and ther oices moved ta Winnipeg. 
Then Connie waa hired at he Footnls Hosp: 
fain Calgary, in he admitting ofice, where 
the worked Until her mariage ta Gernt Van 
Heeren of Bentoy 





[AL this time they moved 10. Red. aor 
whore Connie worked atthe hospital and Ger 
Ftoines th sal of UA Co-op. Later Gert 
ome manager of the Airdrie branch, where 
they led several years prio to stint of ar 
Ing in the Innstee area, sast of Vogrevle 
Connie and Gerrit have three children chee 
Kelly Jo, and Kimbory. At present they lve at 
Sylvan Lake and Gerrtis employed with tna City 
of Red Deer 

Philip Robert Moore was Bom May 12, 
1954. He took his schooling at Bentley, where 
he graduated. He enjoyed Cubs and Scouts, 
{and Sunset Hil Rising Club. Philp became a 
‘ory good skier at an early age and helped 05 
Ski patrol atthe Medicine Hil Ski Lodge. He 
Started backhoe business at an early age and 
then moved to Calgary where he operated @ 
High-o and also spont a year or so asa truck 
salesman One of his fst jobs aftr high 
School took him ta Inuvik where ne worked 
Uni beeaseup withthe ol business. While in 

igary ho. wae married to Jane Nelson, 3 
‘re. Thay lived in Calgary until Jane gradu 
tq, then moved to. Sentey. dane started 
taaching In Biackalds and then joined the 
Sentioy teaching stl, Phil bought @ hrhoe, 
which he operated mosty in the Cy of Red 
Deer In 1978 they purchased a quarter of land 
8 miles west of Bentey, Just south of Lou 
Burtes place, were they are now ilving and 
bullaing up nice era of beet cat 

In 1973 Max and Agnes sold thei farm 
near Gull Lake, to Edwin and Vanda Davison 
Gf Wyoming. Agnes and Max moved into Bant- 
fey. In 1979 thoy cull a home at Sorrento, B.C. 
were tney ve @ good deal of the time. Th 
{iso spend a lot of fimo in Alberta nea 
amity and fends. 
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MORISON, MR, & MAS, JAMES & FAMILY 

Mr. & Mis. James Moron, with their 
tree sons: ames, 12, Ralph, 10, and Caleb 7, 
lived in Bentley trom Climax, Michigan in 
4908. They purenesad a farm haf amie north 
of Bentey, where Ralphs son, James. and 
‘randson, Bruce, farm today. 

‘Mr horizon had ween an advertisement in 
‘2 Michigan newspaper in which Malor 
McPherson’ letter appeared, endorsing Bent 
ley for prospective soltiers Mi McPherson 
‘nas living in Botley atthe time ana Me Mor 
on nad known him in ienigan 
Mill at the age of 16. an joined the army He 
twas se overseas fortwo years, wre he 
Came a sharpahooter In World War 

“ames Motson, Senior cle in 1025, and 
Ralph took over the fam. 

‘Caleb farmed 34 miles west of Bentley 

Yamnes, Junior, moved to. Vancouver 
where ne lived uni well past retirement age 

“lames Morison, Senior, was one of 
rou of eleven, 6 trom Bentley and 8 fom 
Rimbey, who. brought tho railway and the 
Peanut Special” fo Beniey and Rimboy 

alab was the eatener forthe Bentley Be 
seball Team and Ralph the. scorekeoper for 
‘many years This team at onetime won the Cen. 
tral Alberta Championship. 

Caleb. attendea. the Camrose Normal 
School prior fo World War 1, ena aor his re 
tum from overseas he taught Briel, belore 
pending many years forming. 

‘ator Worle War 2, Halph and Caleb oui 
the Frozen Food Locker Plant, attached tthe 
Bentley Meat Market, of which they were ow 

Ralpn and Caleb were the fist farmers ia 
the Bentiay area to purchase a combine, 











POETIC CORNER 


Taken trom the Bentley Bi-Monthiy Gulati, 
printed during the fist W.W 


Sem ols Birch, same old Bish 
Seo ol Claud, Nuts on fish 
Sem old Garieses, Damron, Thorpsas, 
Smith, Miles. & Meinosn,Ively corpeas, 
Same cls Moron. and Hopkins ten, 
Seme ols Bentley, sething new. 

(autner unknown) 


(Courtesy "The Morison 





MORSCH FAMILY 
By J. Shirley Morseh 


‘Scott Rutledge, of low, purchases what 
became known a Evergreen Farm, south of 
Bently, Mr, utiedge's daughter, Mabel, mar 
tied Edwin H. Morach 8.86. In low. Me. Rut 
lodge invited the Morsene to come to Ever 
Green Farm to farm. They were happy to do 
fo. By Ins time, they had a foster daughter, 
Cian, and two small sone, John and Edwin 





In the spring of 1926, they shinped thei 
tunishings, Including a. piano: farm machi 
ner including a Hieder Tractor. and horses to 
income. Edwin came along to foes and wate 
the harees on the journey” The rairone rom 
Lcombe to Bentley was a private tne. Be- 
cause the price to move the boxcar fom Lax 
Combe to Bentley was 100 high, Edwin n= 
Toaced the boxcar in Lacombe and brought 
the contents to Bentley himest. The log Mouse 
at Evergreen Farm had burned so. Edwin 
‘moved the furnishings Into the shack on the 
farm, The plano was stored at Ciford Bur 
tom's nome unt they ware able to bull a now 

“The family. attended the Rainy Creok 
Methodist Churn for about s year then the 
United Church after tne union ofthe Mathist 
fang Presbyteran Cnurches 

“That fst year, Edwin planted two ac 
of potatoes but, bacause of ost, cid not even 

In 1224, Edwin bul thelr new home, One: 
partculary pleasing feature. about this home 
‘ras tha lavly fireplace made with feidsones 
lng petriied wood and 4 book case on each 
Side. The piano, which was a wedding present, 
‘was placed in the liing room to add to the 
var of Morsch hospitality 

“January 5, 1929, @ aby ot, Abort, ari= 
vec John and Edwin ue. tought there was & 
tat in the house, when they Near thet slcers 
fret eres. Now tho family was complete. John. 
Eewin Jrand Alberta grew up to be a musical 
(aut 1830, the family Became active in the 
Pentecostal Assembly) 

The. Morachs raised mainly barley, pigs 
and 2 few cate, Edwin Morsch St was also @ 
Carpenter and eabinot maker He was in de- 
‘mand Yor various carpentry jobs. He assisted 














in building the Sunnyside Pentecostal Camp 
Dullings. Mabel Morach was wnter and of 
fen entertained wih her readings. Her talons 
wore put fo good use i various programs anc 

In 1961, the Morsches sold the frm and 
of ralings with musical moti for he Marsch 

in 7, Mabel Morsch passed away. Ed 
wie lived alone for almost five yoars, then 
‘moved to ve withthe Edwin Morscn Jr fami 
Ty. He passes away in 1977 

Lilian, whom. they considered their 
‘saughter, marree Eldred Palmer and Ives in 
CGareshoim. John marriod Olive Cornish, Ea 
‘nin married Shirly Johnson, Alberta married 
Michael ‘Oneiu! and all ve in Eemonton 
There is one Morach grandson, Scot orscr, 
fa carry on the Morseh name. The Morschs 
have seven” gfansehilren, five great 
Grandenleren, one step-grandchild, three 
Stap-grat-grandenitren 

Lillian, Jonn, Edwin and Alberts stil have 
«soft epot in tir hears fot Beney, because 























of the dear memories thy ha 
5 they grew up in Bently. 





MOTT. CHARLES J 


Catia Mott was probably one of the 
{oiers of ths ara. Ho was an eccentric Er 
University and had done post-graduate work 
in France and Germany. Alter emigrating to 











Canada, he spent several years. on 2 small 
bot when the frst Romesteader settled eight 


Coming 100 crowded 80 his nest wonture was 
Tur trading in the fr north, along the MeKen- 
bio fiver, With news of the Klondike gold 
‘sh ne sold his business tothe Huceon's Bay 
0. and started out slone for Dawson He 
‘make thie trip. He ran out of food and became 
I but was rescued by 8 band 9 ronal Ind 
Mr, Mott's next move was apparently 10 
ting In the Blindman Valley west of Blackialds 
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fn SW, 96.9949-5 and CPR. Sec. 25 In 190 
Fis weatherbeaten old shack etoaa on a bare 
‘windswept hill overlooking the river, the en 

He took no part in the socia! activites of 
the community and lived 8 vary secluded ie 
He recelved a large bundle of papers every 
mall day ané he pored over them far ta the 








tweatment. One ofthe dogs, ano cali, with 
tong matted halr, enjoyed specil pehlieges, 
his masters plat, The eats, of course scam: 
when it wae cold. sat on the warming oven 
vor the stove. He wore a long wite beard 
Which he seratches os he talked, and even in 
Infested with bedbugs which were dificult to 
conta In those days without modern chem 
‘nerd of purebred Shorthorn, but the opera 
tion was not too successtul The only time one 
pelghtor could recall being on his place was 
when a valuable herd bull fll ito the well, 
land It required the effors of & dozen men to 
placed with norte raising, but was no more 
fold any, keeping them unt they died of fd 
fge oF lack of suticient feed in winter. cea 
fareaas was left behing the nouse and Charlie 
‘would chop off piece as he needed i The 
44998 could also gnaw on i when nunary 
When his neighbors began buying cars 
charlie stayed with his driving feam of tho- 
raughbreds, consigered the, fastest In the 
country. To see him leaving for town was an 
Unforgettable sight - the rangy.sovel ond 
buckskin racing down the hil and splashing 
cross the ford - the democrat rating and 
bouncing over the stones the crver, with fost 
braced against he dach leaning back and pul 
ling onthe reins. hi beard and soar fyi In 








the wind, and the big dog balancing precar 

CCharie Mot left the Blindman Valley in 
ing far enough north to be tree of paying taxes 
than Edmonton, where he lived on a small 





shortly betore leaving, he spoke of the great 
ontast between his teas he had ved and 
what would have been i he had remained in 
England and sala i he could ive i over again, 


MeGULLOUGH, FRANCES AND LIONEL 

Frances Eleabotn Wyatt was bam October 
+, 1916 inthe Lacombe hosp 

Iatterdes schoo! in Bentley. church and 
sunday school in Rainy Creek enjoying inends 
in both places 

{ marriod Lionel E. McCullough of Keo 
Manitoba on November 22, 1838 at my hame 
We lived witn my mother tnt her passing in 
$808, then moved tothe Weta! farm (Thevanee 
piace) and from thereto the Wolfie district 
‘nest of Ponoka, Ten years ware pent in Syivan 
Uke = moving ta Red Deer in 1058 here west 





worked atthe Alberta Schoo! Hopital for 
fieen year then took my F.N. a the Red Doer 
Covtege arasuating in 1971 

‘Wie had four enon: 

Myrna Reaves ~a public health nurge in 
esmonton 

‘She nes a son Pat marie to Darlene with 
Jamie. our fst gret grancdaugnter dau 
ter Kerry martied o Don McPherson 

‘Scot Principal of ne schoo! at Wandering 
River Alberta, Marlad to Irene wth daughters 
Christina. 12 years old, ana Kimberey, yeaa 

oes ~ died in 10 
result ofa car aclaent 

Ot intrest, Rela has open-heart surgery in 
1959 performed by Dr J.C. Callaghan ot Eamon 
ton + a greet grandson of Ellzabetn Carter 
(ivyat) my eranatatner's sister who nad come 
from England too - 30 long 290. 
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Deer and they 100K up the NW 20-994. 

For soveral years the McKee Nad 19 
ot transpottion, and used to pase ou yd 
Sarvng their groceries, some of which ad 
fen aed fo! cage wich thoy nad arid fo 
{Dan Laer they Bought foam of cayuses and 
‘rattan Semand for cord wood In Rs Doct 
AS the land was heavy wooded they uncer 
‘Cok to cut by hana. any corse of 0d 
{oar and wagon 

Being aroat hunters they had quite a 
ray of arg calorie, suchas a 40:70. Wth 
thie reloading equipment. ail ther emety 
Shale wore reloaded with black powder and 
iaad bullets "One unforenate acide hap 
pened whon Jonnay cisertiy a ne arm 
Rory snot of ane hes to travel a he wa 
Fed beer, some twenty-four miles with team 
fin wagan tote closest doctor. Tho am was 
Smputated Jost above the elbow. Rt da not 
Finger his incentive fo work a he was ab "0 
0 any typeof work ahi te 

‘etme the boys were hauling hay up a 
‘ery sce hil usta short distance fam home 
‘iron the horses balked 808 fork ull of may 
Mis placed under the horses and soto ie. 
‘he horges did move anead a anor citance 
ana thon tho iro was Under fhe lose of hy. 
Fomunetly te load wae saved rom burning 

the MoKees had a warm log house but 
the Groans had more of ar paper shack But 
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‘ater bul frame house wich was never ved 
Ifa & forest lve came trough and destoyed 
‘both ullgings. Ths discouraged them so they 
feturnod to Red Oser and never dd dovelop 

Se frst years there was no wator well £0 
rinking water was cari trom the le some. 
tied into the lake from © good spring, This was. 
Known as NeKoes Lanaing. (Near Lamb's nou 





(On February 7, 1916 Jim MoKeo very sud 
denly passed away ftom a paralytic stroke 
Previous to this, their daughter Maggie Nas 
Imarred dohn Byttynen and Mrs. McKee wont 
1b weep house far John Ebeling, who she lator 
‘marred, Minnie marries and moved othe Ste 
fos, Aloe stayed wrth her mote for soveral 
Year, then moved into Bentley where she and 
her beatnar Johnny made a, home. Joany 
worked at Ebolingy saw mil a well as other 

‘Allan travelled and worked et many and 
varied jobs. He married # purse and set in 
Fairview, They had ane son, who they named 
Sim attr Alan's cag) Sno passed avay in 
982, 





Jim enjoyed chureh and singing in the 
choir in Bartley. He now has a jab with the 
Public tities Board in Eomonton 
Bilan retired and ives in White Rock, 8.C 
‘Thebuisingsontheolgnomesteas were al 
destroyed by a ive whien burnes tough thet 


MeKEE, MAGGIE 
By Viola Cosby (Byttynen) 

My mother was born In Hastings County. 
Frankfurt, Ontario on Apri 18, 1803 Showasthe 
‘aughter of James leon Mckee of Blew, 
Gniaro. and Nancy Mahala Green of Sidney, 
Ontare 

Hor parants were marted at Bellevia, On 
tario'on the th ety of June, 1887. They had sk 
thildrer: John Lews, born August 13.1694 
{iad June 26, 1969, Maggie Etho!, born Apr 8, 
089. died December 5 958, Alice Maud. bam 
Maren 11,1896 died January 12,1972 Winnie 
‘arenne, born February 24, 1898 -chadin 1957, 
‘ilen Hoist, born June & 1900, preserty Iv 
Ing nWniteRock 8 C.Annie Jane, born Feb 
fry 26, 1008 cles March 12.1003. 

My mother came west with herparents and 
‘ld One of her precious possessions she 
Brought wth her from Ontaro was her Grade 2 
Brandon, Manitoba traveling by oxceart They 
fried there in he fl of 1001, twas. tory 
old and stormy winter, Notlkingtne praiietoo 
Grell, they continued westward to Alberta, 
lrrving in Red Deer on Christmas Day, 1904 
The folowing year they nomestoaded in the 
Bentley asticton theS-€.quarter of Section 6, 
Township 9, Range 2, West of nesthMerdian 
fand he preserves the hide. She sa he fthor 

Mother attended school for afew years at 
‘ournam and Norma Schools, She had Yo 9010 
wotk 26 @ young git. She worked for diferont 
families, aking care of children an doing 
household duties. sometimes with very ile 
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Some of her happier tes were spat with 
Pee Deer. : 
Wile working forthe Mitznr family near 
Echullo, shemet young man who was working 
‘nth the rtroad eew that cama to Mizner for 
their meals His name was Jonn Byttynen, He 
had let his home in Cakato, Minnesota, USA 
{isa young lad nd worked his way to Canada 
rairoass 
Fed Deer. He took hs bride, Maggi, to his 
homestead cates onthe north shore oi Syvan 
“Thay had six children-Syivia Lucretia Ethel 
born Maren 28, 1995, Viola Sebyla, barn Nay 30, 
1917, John Abraham Witon, born Februsty 1 
4939, Aral Richard, born October 12.1920, 
Amold Hatley Aathony born October 22, 782% 
bMy'moiner gave bith to all her chron at 
ome. Grandmother MeKoe vty theme 
nose days. A lot of women cut Brush and 
‘rubbed tre rots along with ther husbands to 
ler the and to plant afew acres of gain and 
Yagetabies. Thera was always large garden to 
dang wild berries were usualy plentfulto be 
picked and preserved. My father worked inthe 
mines at Nordea 








fe Moke) tye 




















enough 0 hep. é 
remember 
My mother ana 


one cola winter day 










hare went ith hi 





land both disappesred in a deep drift of snow, 
Por mother, she ran to seo if wo wore aright 





holidays and eapecially the Christmases we 
Spent together This was a eal nappy time for 
‘my mother with ner family. Aunt Alco an 
forgotten Aunt Alice's dalicious pies and Chris 
mas pudding, ang Grenama's doughnuts 180 
jember my Grandmothers “cure-all mer 
fine (mostly for tmmyaches). | must nave 
Been 8 real gutton for! seem fo remember get 
After loner Uncte Bi usedto play his vilin 
Under the Christmas itee and some to take 
twas along col rie nome sometimes 
fitecn miles witha team of horses andasiaigh 
But we kept warm ith heated rocks and 
Blankets. Poor Dad had to crve the horses He 
lvays got out ever a0 often and hada good run 
withthe horses. There were tmes ne made us 
{ol out and run, which he said was good for our 
elation. sure fet good to get back uncer 
those blankets 
Inthe summertime we looked forward to 
Aunt lice ang Uncle Bilcoming fo vist us, We 
horserawn two-seated surrey coming down 
urroaa, ane we would un tomeetthem- Unc 
Bil atways stopped te horses and putus inthe 
buggy 20 we could ide tothe Mouse, 
Mamoris! There are many. Grandparents 
and aunts and uncles played such an important 
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‘en ores nave ner ogo ne ine 
when tas seven years og, Boy! Dd fal 
portant siting upon that ish wagonseat Togo 
fo town wat realy something, bik to have my 
Grandfather tke meta town to buy me a prety 
redress wow! treasured that ess tor years. 

Grandpa Ealing ces n 1898 st tne age of 

My mothers brothor Johnny and sista Al 
ioe moved to Ine in tho Vilage of Bentley 
took part many parts in pte of hishandicap, 
Ho fst his ight am ust below the elbau when 
he was a teenager. A gun accidentally ci 
charged putting abulletthrough ns hand. Gan 
frene el in and in spite ot Dr. Parsons’ attempt 
To save nis hand, hig arm had io be amputated | 
remember my Unele Jonnny mostly tors good 
Snuff box. He used to be alwaye called on 10 
referee baligames and hockey games. He wae 
always wiling ana aways fae 

T just mast write about Ite Aunt Alice | 
took Back and jst wondes how she ial the 
things she dia. Shetooe care othe householsat 
(Grandma and Grandpa's She cooked for never 
less than 5 oF 6 people. Meals were always 
Served on te, The washing was done Monday 
preserves, She, like my mother, loved picking 
‘ld beeies Aunt Alice's beau hanawork 
was something 10 aomite It was sad when she 
oul ne longer do ner Nandwork as het hands 
had gotsopooriinneriast ys Aunt Alice an 
Unele Johnny are both buried. in. Bentey 
Cemetery 

“hunt itnnle went to California inthe early 
Garner. They had the children: Gladys, Grace, 
deceased and the wheranbautao! he otra we 
0 nat know at he present time, Aunt Mine 
Gled in 1957 at San Lorenzo, California 

Uncle Allan celebrated he Bist Birthday 
In dune while visting his son James in Eamon 
ton, Hels presently residing in White Rock, 2 
Unie Allen spent a lot of hls younger years 
‘working on farms, and ranches In southern Ar 
Berta. it was while in Clareshoim Hospital tnt 
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he met lovely nurse, Gwendolyn Paxton, She 
became his bride September 2194). They hac 
two children, James Emest. born June 20, 7947, 
fda ughtor,Anne wha iedininfaney.Jimis 
& hibrarian forthe Public Uities Board ofthe 
provincial government 

‘Gwen passed away in 1962 at Faviow,Al- 
berta whore shenagteen working atthetime at 
the Farlow Hospital| remember her for her 
kingness and toughtfulnass at all imos, and 
{specially fo to nursing areshe gavery hus 
bang during his ness. 

‘My mothor never got over her longing to 
raturnte the nomectesd bythe lake Shomistes 
the outdoors in tho country and shemissec her 
ald frends dropping infor acupotea orcottee 

In spite of al tho Retastips sho had an 

“One ofthe most dticultimes of herlilewas 
nen the Second World War broke out and her 

My mother died on December 5, 1058 and 
my lather oined his Maggie on October 27 
1877. Thay are at reat n Bentley Cemetery. 

“rer neritage Ives on in the ‘allowing 
DAUGHTER SYLVIA, Edmonton ~ married 
Elmer Kujalawho died November 27,1962. They 
had 6 chicren- Ronald Mathow of Burnaby, 
BiG. Kenneth Elmer of Calgary, Alper (mar 
fied’ Pauline. Franch: four chicren. Lance, 
Charlene, Rachel, and Pamela) Byron of Ve 
toma, £6. (married Leona Magson twee oh 
dren: Vincent, Dean, ang Chery! Ann) Carolyn 
ot Regina. Sask. {marred Don Tomkins, two 
thlcren’ Joey and Sarah}; Loveta Margaret of 
Vimy. Alpers fmaries Dale. Cannard, one 
chile: Heater); and David working in Zambia, 
Briea for Coneco Equipment Lid 
DAUGHTER VIOLA. Edmonton ~ meted Ar 
thur Bollikka wh died June 24, 1959. The haa 
‘James Arthur of Winsipes, Manitoba (married 
‘Joan O'Del trvee chitaren: Jerry at Ryerson 
{Golege in Toronto, Jason and Jetrey, Both of 

ening) 
SONJOHN, Vancower, 8 C.-martiad Lorraine 
Graham, They had six ehiloren: Camille of 
‘monton, Alberta {eared Pinky Shore: Wo 
‘hildren:Datral ang Richard) Roberto! Eman 
fon, Alberta {married Ann Funnale: two chi 
fen’ Jay and Micha) Terry Darmauth, Nova. 
‘Scotia (marred Galleon Bouchard: hic 












































ren: Dennis and Kart Anno): Shawn of Var 
cower BG. (married Danny Plante, two 
‘hilren: Jason ang Toby) Tracy of Vancouver 
8. and Kelly of Vancouver 8. 

‘SON ARALDO (Dick) Edmonton marred Flr. 
fenceMattson. They hadtwo chilaen: Colleen of 
Edmonton mariad Brian Bunnegan: twochie 
{imarned Brian Kirkwood two children detlrey 
SON ANTHONY. Calgary - marred Gloria Her. 
fer. They nave fe chidron: Bevery of C- 





(ary. Thomas. of Calgary. (married Janet 
MeMasters Kevin, Patrick and Randall, al o! 
Calgary. 


‘What i history? is mare than @ tile of 
statistics — more than now many sections of 
Fand one owns or rents ete history is created 
By people tough tie, Tvough hs passage 

Riches take wings, comforts vanish, hope 
God. Vi Cosby ° 





McKENZIE, ANGUS AND FAMILY 
By Mary Mexenale 


The MoKenzie family. Angus. Mary ang 
Bentley in the spring of 1952 ane Angus took 
‘ver the Punt 90 bulk farm fuss and sorviee 
ation, which had previously been operated 
by Mr Bob Unger. They bought 2 house fom 
Harry Ooepel one block west of the Bentley 
High Sehoot 

“The MeKenzies came to Bentloy trom the 
\rimot area, whieh is now part ofthe Cresto- 
mete date, wost of Ponoka. Hara finished 
fis 1962 senool term at Sismare, staying at @ 
friend's nome in the district, ana Annette 
stated ner schooling In Bentley at the old 

“Ihe oid Purty 99 service station stood 
where the A.G.T. Quilding fs now located sn 
In 1959 a new servioe station was auton main 
‘roe, east ofthe ralmay tracks, Angus moved 
‘herewith Pury 99 and is ti withthe service 
ation and business, now known as Gull Ser 

Harold gracuated from Bentley igh 
University of Houston, Texas. After attaining 








is degree in music, he settled in Calgary 
tire ne opened hie own music stuci. He = 
‘marred to the former Wealth Hanicart and 

‘annette also graduate trom Sentiy high 
school ad attended the University of Alberta 
mn Edmonton, graduating with a B'S, degree 
fh Pharmacy. She is mariad to Robert King 
Sep. They have a daughter ana live in Eemor- 


McKILLIGAN, ALEXANDER AND FAMILY 
3 Maar! MEKiligan 

Alexander MeKiligan came north to Al 
bert, setting on = homestead eno mila north 
Of Bentiy, He lft Utah because ofl helt, 
13s well a seoking adventure ane greener pas 
Aires. He built the frst house inthe Bentley 
‘Angus, in 1898, Mary MeKiligan and the fam 
ly olmed Mr. MeKiligan in Bent 

Me. Mokiligan worked in bulloing houses 
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lang helping neighbors with their masonry 
‘work, He also bul lime kiln and Used the 
rocks off the farm 10 get ime for plastering 
many of the buildings, 

He ang nis sons nud freight from La: 
combe 19 Bentley, wih ateam and wagon 

(On October 30,190, the Mekiligan’s ol 
dest daughter Helena, married Harty Brown 
tow. They lived at Browniows Landing, Gull 
Une, and Helena oied when their son. Hany, 
woe born 

George MeKiligan, the oldest son, moved 
ta Edmonton where ne warked with the Ede 
monton Transit system. He married Mabel 
Hale and years later, they moved with their 
famiy tothe Jarvie area and lived there unt 
{George's passing in 1997 

Alexander, Jf. left the Bentley district, 
working In ifferant locations from Ecmonton 
to Vancouvar. In 1011, he married Emily Mow 
by. They eventual mage their Rome in Van- 
couver, B.G., were he passed away some 
oars later. Emily and thelr son, Vernon, sl 











ous he Bene tt - 109ml ror Bet. ccd y Megan ami, McPherson ond 





Meo Wins Alsondr Sand Ro 


‘The two youngest boys, Roy and Wiliam, 
attendes the frat school in Boney. 

Mrs, Mekiligan passed away May 26 
1912 and’ on June 11, 1913 Mr. Mekitigan 
married Sara Fisher Buxton. He died April 20, 
014 

oy and Willam took over tha homestead 
in partnership and thoy alsa bought a hase 
tion three mies wast of Bently. Sara Kept 
house for tham unt 1820, At that time she 
moves to Whidby Island where she passed 
Sway February 11,1925 

Wiliam and Meari Falls were married 
May 3, 1920. Iwas wet spring ang the mud 
‘was up t0 the axles of the bugey whan they 
‘rove home tothe homestead, 

“The brothers dissolved thelr partnership, 
Foy taking the halt section west of Bentley 
fand Willam Keeping the original nomestoad 
were Ne engaged In mixed farming. He also 
Snioyed curing and took an active part inthe 
onstruction ofthe first curling rink. Wiliam 
fand Moart had two enldren ~ Esther born In 
4921 and Arthur In 1823, 

‘ter Wiliams. sudden 





oth In 1932, 


Moet and the family moved into Bentley and 


‘Alea McKay 188 Bach OR Ang, Helena, George. roto L 10 Alan 








both Mearl and Esther started working in the 
telephone ee. where they continued to 
work until 1966. AI that time the office was 

‘Arthur joined the armed forces in. 1940, 
and was overseas Hom June, 1941 until No: 
vember, 1946 He and Joan Waidie of lola wore 
marred in June, 848, and moved to their farm 
Inthe ola dtrit, whore they stil rice, They 
had six cildren = Jugy (Mrs. Harvey Woigit of 
Eementon); Wendy (Ms. Evoret Bolt of Red 
(Deer: Susan anc Kathy at Red Door and Brian 
fand Jim sil at home. 

oy Mekiligan and Noli Falls wore 
‘marcad in January, 1920 and mace ther home 
‘nthe half section three miles west of Bently. 
‘Thay spent some time in Orego0, USA. B.C. 
ane then came back to Bentey 





Foy and Nelle nad the misortune to lose 
several of elt daly herd and the neighbors 
falied around. ang. neld a whist deve. and 
lance at the HP" Hansen farm and the pro- 
neds were given to the MKiligans 10 buy 

In 1835 they moved to the original homes 
tead and ive thre unt 1989, when they sold 





ner farm ana moved with their amily to Bu 
aby, B.C. Later they moved to Kas, B.C 
‘here the lived unt Roy's death in Fabry of 
1874: Nell passed away June 26, 1976 

‘Their son, Wayne, lives near Salmo, B.C, 
Roberta (hrs: Ernest Johnson), Ariene Mrs. 

snk Carney) and son, Edward ie in Kaso, 
Velma (tes. Adam Popa in Vancouver, Do 
rainy (Mrs. Campbell) at Kamloops and Do. 
hela ie in Terraza, BC. 














‘tor the phone office closed in Bente 
earl ard Esther moved ta Red Deer and stl 





MY YEARS IN BENTLEY 
By Margaret McKinnon 

| started teaching in Bently in 1040 and 
fini in 1058. Without @ doubt, those were 
somo of the happiest years of my ie. 1 saw 
teachers ang principals come and go. The 
principals | taught for were Mr. Mossley, Mr 
Cyerat, Mr. Metal, Mr. ead and Mr Brune 





from the hospital. Then | moved to the brick 
Bolling fora faw year, unt the “now school 
‘was bu When t became crowded, Iwas back 
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Being the on 
course, haato say at gon with the ire, 
ance a month on pay day. 1 would take he 
Youngsters down to merck shoo, lav 
fn the grounds withthe supervising teacher, 
Sn ga across the steet o the bank | think wo 
All ooked forward to et day — know | dc. 
[At one time we had  ‘hythm band. We 
ed noon nous end facestes, | recall 
f the mothers mace the children vary 
Smart costumes and we performed with ¢ 
flourish. The youngsters may not have learned 
‘much music, but we corainly enjoyed ourse- 
tos. Another incident | recall wae the me 
fsch room put on their own Christmas con- 
ert We had thi one night, which of cour 
Se. aways adds glamour to any afar | was 
Shout to make “Chaiman's remarks” when & 
fuse blew, putting us alin darkness. tink 
blew one too. However, there always seemed 
highlight was "Our Creve", Tm aure no other 
fang teachers a6 tho poople of Bently di 
Grant Sancers, the druggist had rolls and 
rolls of canvas which he and & helper put upor 
{ho brick school grounds for an enclosure for 



































‘ur program, Ernie Peterson was mayoral thet 
time, and he closed Main Steet tratfie while 
‘wo paraded down and. back, Cec! Suggett 
{ook movie, Those wo took pat wil remem- 
Der some ofthe onaractere ws portrayed. The 
‘ones | remember ware "Brownie". Ricky Gar- 
‘es! big gentle lab. dog, with a fur collar from 
‘one of the mothers coats around hie neck. He 
‘tas our ferocious on, One ofthe Digger boys 
SST eant remember anion one walked on 
tits ang hie mother had mage him long pants 
fo cover the slits. He was the tll man. Of 
‘ure, there wore many others who took heir 
parts with equal enthusiasm, 

Looking back, fel sure that al these soci 
‘events we partiipated in helped the ehlaren 
fearn co-operation and decision making, soem 
pnsized today 

‘My mother lives with me and everyone 
‘mage her fe! so wanted and needed. She died 
Inthe Bentley hospital n 1956, and I would bo 
ramise if did not mention how wondertl ev 
leryare was to me at that Sine, 

Mother enjoyea Bentley as much as ai 
tnd in her old cookbook she had copied this 
oem, which we both agreed could have boon 





‘And you wave your hand and say hello. 
To.evaryane you mest 


{ke to stop for a minute 
Outside the grocery store 

‘Ang hear the kindy gossip 

Of te folks who lve ext oor, 





For leis interwoven, 
With the fronds you Yarn to know. 
‘and you fel ther joys and sorrows 
As they dally come ane go, 





S50 Im gia tote in a ite tow, 
‘And | etre no more to roam 
Is more than a house — it's # home. 


— Josephine Heysted 


McLACHLAN, ERIC FAMILY 
By Helen MeLaehlan Watson 

Eric and Helon MeLachian and two ail 
vyrle Elaine, 3) years and Joyce Arlene, 9 
months, moved trom Egremont, Alberta to the 
{Gull Lake istrict in July, 1944, having bought 
the Ee Hansen farm Nic 7-40-28-W4 

with us, came Eric's father ang mother 
John an Sarah McLachlan, trom Fay. A 
‘ert. Later that fl, they purchased a cottage 
fom Gul Lake and hag t moved to the farm 
‘was made into a comfortebie ite home 
vinere they ves unt Mf. MeLachlan’s death 
in 1046, Mrs. MeLachlan continued to make i 
her home nt she moves fo a Senior's nesp- 
{ai in Eomonton. Following her death In 1048, 
the collage was e014 and moved tothe Herold 
Peterson farm west of Bente. 

We gradually beceme established in 
mixed taming an Enc supplemented the in 
ome by worklng at Gul Lake park maintain 
Ing the beach arse ang entrance roads, mow 
Ing grass eto. When the park eventually be 
Came Aspen Beach Provincial Park, Erie was 
hired by the Village of Gull Lake a8 Mano- 
hance. and. Sanitation Engineer, He worked 
hero for two yoart. Folks stil remember the 
Bills Chalmers tractor with bares of garbage 
fn a large fat rack teil - occasionally with 

’S very notable change for us with the 
move here, was farming witha tractor in place 
of horses (we purchased Ed Henson's Alls 
halmors at his sl). Also, the tlaphona and 
rural mall delivery were now fo us and quite 
Inodetn thing features 

‘Our family, from the beginning, was ac 
cepted info end became part oh, tms farming 
Community of good: fends and. neighbor, 
ur fiat callers wore Joa Pollock and Mrs, 
ena Hansen ane Marlene 














We wore members of the United Church 
lana therefore jain al elated organisations 
Enc had a par in the bulding of the Christan 
Education Cantor in 1960-61 Vyto's wedding 
reception wae the frst function held in the 
bulging, Tables and benches wore borrowes 
from Unites Choren Mercian Camp. 

We ais joined the Farmers Union of Alb 
ferta‘and Iwas involved in Home and Schoo! 
Sind the Searentight Club. 

Gut Lake Telephone Company, wnich leaves 
memories of men up poles. men digging hoes, 
men connecting wires - ali oping to get res 
ones when, trom ane of he phones tay rang 
Ives long tings: a long-a short-a long four 
shorts: a langra shor: oF whatever. 

remember too, thees same neighbors 
Improving tne road past our farm, withthe use 
ota plough, fresnas, and racer, They 
worked tagether in the rame way removing 
ow in the winter time 
the years a bom In the Bentley Municipal 
Hospital: Lloyd Graham in 
{48 ana Wayne 

ur nearest neightors wore the Dick Cox 
tamiy across the rond east the Exco Moores 
fnd later the Max Moores, to the north ans 
fhe Lewis Cebeika family on the south. Over 
the years, the Cabelka and MeLachian chil 
‘rem with only the ralway track between 
them, spent many playing nous together 























yee MeLachons bthday par - Sere Cobeka, 
Deni an Kr Gary ure see Melchior 
Regi. Try Dawson Stephen Cab, Liv, ie 
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‘They well remember the “Aaa-o000" call rom 
fhe south or the shi finger whist from the 
orth that eisbanded play and sent them scur 
tying homeward. One of the greatest tris 
‘ras the vihistie ofthe train's steam locomotive 
‘inion never ales to bring them all runing to 
“ratoh the train go by. OF soure, there waa: 
nays the fondly wave ofthe engineer 

Wyre began school In the Gull Lake 
school stated amie south of us, The 
choo! thet year, 1947, was under supervision 
Dt Mise Grace Hansen, inthe absence of requ 
lar teacher The teacher the next yar was Mise 
Betty Cuvier of Lacombe, who boarded in out 
home. in 1848, the year Joyce commenced 
S2ho0|, the Gull Lake school was taken Into 
amalgamation. 20 all our children completed 
{hate schooling in the Bentley Schools under 
teachers trom 1949 t0 197% ae ste elasunare 

Besices schoo! they all hag thei turne at 
GGT, Cuvs, Scouts, Sunday Sehool, Young 
Peoples, 4H, Camping, Senoo! activites and 
sports. The gv, nthelrten-ageyenrs enjoyed 
ending the Dicky Damron Saturday night 
ences chaperone by Dad. 

\yrla, on completion of high schoo), took 
f nursing aide course in Calgary Sehoal of 
Nursing Aide and workea in Calgary, Brooks 
fang. Sentiey. In. Y98% she. maried Robert 
Westra of Cachrane. They ve in Edmonton 
now where Vyrle fe fultime wife and mather 
nd Robert ie employed as Ruminant Nutr 
tions for Alberta Agrieutore They have four 
Girt Elaine doy, Judy Charlotte, Nova Helen, 
fad Misty Lynn uth 

Joyce chose banking as her carver, be 
sinning in Bentley under Bark of Montreal 
manager, Mr. Kennedy. She later transtorred 
to ottawa and ter, backto Calgary. In 867 she 
married Bert Curtiss of Bentey. They now vein 
Crosstels where Joycois employedinabank as 
‘Adminstation ‘Otficer and Bert operates his 

Loy! worked in citferent areas farming, 
oil rigs, cook camps, Alberta Senoo! Hospital 
in Rod Deer, at Aspen Beach Provincial Park 
fad finaly chose road construction. He snow 
uperiniandent in a paving company. ln 3975 
heared Penny Wyatt of Medicine Hat They 
Tie in Medici Hat anc have two sons ~ Sean 
{Granam and Jason Erie Doulas 

‘Bryce spent his fst working years in farm 





























employment - fr Max Moor, Lary Moor, Ar 
thie Caryl, and Herold Peterson. He worked 
‘ne winter i the nike mines in Northern Ma= 
fitoba. On retum from there, ne was ofered 
‘work ona road grader. Heisin partnership,now 
Inconstrction machinary and operates his own 
‘grader on road building. In 1978 he maried 
Batol Albers ot Lacombe. They have thelr name 
in Bently. 

Ineir schoo! to tre and ished the year in La 
comoe High School. During holidays he 
worked for Herold. ang Garry Paterson. fa 
tring, but eventually Joined Sryee, on road 
Construction He decided to maka this Nis cr 
fer and atlondes SALT. In Calgary. He now 
ttorks for 8 Paving Co. es Cwl Engineering 
Technologist In 37a he married Batty Gerin- 
(ger of East Coulee. They make thoir home In 
Pincher Crees 


Eric's death had come gary info - in 
1962, at age 85. During the last two years of 
tis ite and three years following, he arm was 
rented by Max Mote In 1965," sla the farm to 
‘Tosh Wikins and movedto the Vilage! Bortey 
Into the house at 8638-50 Ave. which was pur 
Chased trom Tony and VI Swanson. This house 
putin 1964 was the tet weling nthe Bentley 
northeast development 





1 wae working at the Bentley Hospital 
then, having started therein 1962 09 the hou 
Sokeoping stat wih Mre. Caroline Carruthers 
fs ny supervizor, Mise Verna Furnald as Ma 
{ton tnd Mr, John Neal, See "Treas. In Nover- 
ber 1996 | comploted a. correspondence 
Course for Medical Record Techniciens and 


was in charge of the Medical Recovd Depart 
tment unt the tmo of my fetrement i 1977 In 
1279 | married Jack Watson, formerly of the 
Vilage of Gull Lake, We resise in Bentey, sur 
Founded by wondartu friends and neighbors 


“Thank you 128 great God and Savior 
In happy ties he gives me joy 

In hard times ang gad times he holds me. 
And by His grave he promises me eter 
Hite ohn 1128.26 

"Thank you, Jesus 


Reminiscing, By Heton McLachlan W 





We all comamber the cold fam nouse. — 
‘even Insulating helped very tie. Seturday 
bight athe wae faken inthe galvanized wash 
{ub beside the Kitchen stove, the oven coor 
‘pen and blankets hung on chai eroung the 
{Ub te kes the heat in 

Wie used coal and wood stoves. We used 
oa! ol lamps to ght the Nouse and 2 coal oll 

(Of course, there was only an outside to 
let and wes It cold out there in the winter 

‘used hand washer, scrub board and 
copper bola for washing cothes. We milked 
owe by hand, used 8 hand turned eream so 
parator and a wooden chur, 

in the spring of 1948, the ruts inthe La 
combe road wore s0 deap, the battery of our 
Show. With the use of wire borrowed rom 
Harry Siobenga, wa wore able fo have lights to 

We let home gary on the morning of Oc- 
tober 29, 1944 for Waskatorau, 60 mies porth- 
bast of Edmontan to attand the wedcing of my 
brother, Frank Knight... There was tire ration 
i at tat time a0 ative wont a, We Mad to 
fh We bad thirtoon fats on the way! News: 
las to say we missed the wedding. We arvod 

We could pack a lunch Sunday atte. 
‘noone, drive tothe lake ang mest neighbors to 
share supper. 

The highlight, for us all in looking back 
was the day in 1949 when our eoctrity was 




















MeNAUGHT Fanny 
By Roy ana Gollten MeNaught 
Sho Rose Kirsen 

Two converted hay rack wagons, each 
ules by 2 tour horse tam, complete the 
Ererand tp trom near Shelby. Montana, to 
the new Mekaught farmstead nor of Shaw 
‘nowon, Saskatohewan in duly 1922 Robert and 
Una MeNlaugrt and thelechisren — Rose, 
Sean, Roy and Charli, ages 8,68 and 3 rs 
este were booming Canedians 

The only bullng wat a barn alo 
south of the Georgina School However & 
Rouse as soon bait and te business of 
farming’ Began, Rose and dean became Wst 
tine senoot students shod thereafter, and 
itp ad bogun to ete down 

‘rope, anc farming in gene romaine 
00d throughost the 78208 But wnen the 
rs" came 1929, wheal — the mah 
source of ncome — became amost worthoss. 
‘Then in the early 30 the rans stopped a 
host ently, and the farmiand tuned fo nr 
‘overt Only tho Pussan thst grew, and 
foncas fled with ted sl 

i Apr 189, Robert passed away ater a 
lengthy ness. “Then in 1838 Charl came 10 
Bontoy, toking for work during the havest 
caso Thos began the maraton ofthe rest 
the tam to Alpers: Rowe and Joan moved 
{o Calgary n 137, followed by Mra. Lona 
Mesaughe in 1028, 

Ray wa lt batching in Sask. In 1942 he 
Joined the Canadian’ Arey. ter dasharoe 
From the Army on clea grounds, ne moved 
to Bent, binging the fest of te familys 
posseosiors Ho and Mother took up residence 
'Bontoy. Lora was a devotee member of he 
Wilts ond tne Untes Cruron an alsa Bo 
Tanged to the Lads’ Auxiliary to the Cana 
{San Logion She always found tme t visita 
{he nossa, end anyone who might be il a 
ome. She enoyed er gardan and cold of 
ton be soon at Sam. of a summer morning 
‘igona the pesky “"quack” grass trom what 
seas 1o become @ lawn. She ved alone ater 
Roy's marrage unt Rose jones her 1950. 
In June 1956 she passd away very suadenly 
tnd was li rest sige her husband tthe 
Shaunavon cemetery. 

{Gn coming to Bentley Ry began working 
at Cares" Machine Shop end aio spending 
Semone a8 farm laborer In January 1988 
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at Lacombe he ahd Mary Glesbrecht were 
fharied. In March of that year thay moved to 
their present home, formerly the Trimble frm 
Some 4 miles southeast of Bently. Roy ved 
Upto nis reputation of king the ladies and he 
fand Mary became the parents of four gis 

Number 1" ~ Sher. born in 1947, bo 
‘came a sohool teacher, and In 1968 married 
Bruce Boyes, a dairy farmer noar Bllton. 
"They have twa ehldran, lick ard Tama. 

Number 2° = Mere, born in Apri 1950, 
became a ragistored nurse, and after working 
in'B.C. Manitoba and the Yukon, marti chat 
‘I Gieude biotin 1977, They nave one daught- 
‘se Ancrea 

‘Number 2° - Colleen, born in 1955, 
worked in places varying from ranches 1 
Darks to driving truck. and a commercial witer 
for CKAD Racio/TV'in Red Deer. In March 
1970, sho was seriously Injured Ina car acc 
ont atthe time of tia wetting, shell 
‘operating Wom those injuries. 

‘Number 4” = Janice, Bor in 1058. Af 
being employed in several jobs, including 
fanch labor, is working towards becoming & 
‘ealetred veterinary asitant 

Foy an his git are keenly Interested in 
horses and riding, They were charter members 
Of the Rising Clb founded by Robert Carve 
Many trophies bear out thar successes in 
‘gymanaras 

oy is a member of the Canedian Logion 
For many years he was on the Board of tho 
Bentloy Communty Hall. and also sored as 
Chairman for qulte some time. Ho was a men- 
ber of the Rainy Creek Rural Telephone Co. In 
tien the Bentiy and District Fair wes organ 

Ta get back to Charl’ story. He worked 
tor brotnern-law, Louie Stasz, unt he joned 
the RCAF. in 1940, ang served on Canada’s 
Section of the Ale Force and attached tothe 
US. Army, a real combination of services. In 
3046 he was clscharged from the RCA and 
took up farming when he rented the Rupert 
Huistel farm, aftr Jean and Lou's ‘Seeez 
bought a farm of thei own. Eventually he 
ought the farm 

in 1953 ne marled Leona (Wikins) Fox, 
iho eg to boys, Edward ana Staney. I Roy 
Tked the ladies’, shen it could be Said that 



































Chari iked the men’ 
throe Boys. 

‘Number 1° = Ray, born in 1954, nought a 
part of the home place trom his mathor He 
fold it in 1978, and now larms near Rimoy 
He married Joan Armstrong’ of Bentley and 
trucking business. He mariad Wanda Heletad 
find they Ive in Bleckalde. They have two 
daughters, Cherlyn and Kelis. 

‘Number 3° + Terry, born In 1961. He is 
slso in the trucking business. Is ving In led 

Eoward married Dixie McCullough and 
they have one daughter. Candy. He fs a tins 
mith and works in ld Deer, although they Ive 
fon the MeCullough farm west of Lacombe, 

‘Stanley learned the trade of a butcher 
starting in the Bantey Butcher Shop. He lives 

Gharie was @ member of the Canadian 
Legion, He workea hard and he played era 
He was always feagy to say "Iilmatch you for 
It and often was the winner He wil always be 
Temembered by le nearly and aver resdy 
laugh. He loved to play Pitch and usualy 
‘could be found at tha Club Roam on a Satur 
‘ay night. Another of his favorite versions 
was Auction Mars, especially Sims in Rd 
Door ithe thought he might make a dol. he 
‘would have hie purchase resold ang i ma 
{ered not wnather he gained or lost — he au 
hed 

Not only his family, but @ host of tends 





fang Leona had 











mourned Cheri's untimely death in 1869 just 
{hwo months shot of his 48th birthday 

Intty 1987 Leoas martied Artur Soder- 
burg, They have two chitren, Margaret Irene 
orn in 1869 and" Allan Cari in 1972. After 
{Leone soid the nome place to Rey, she bought 
‘tar east of Blacktalds, which abe stil owns, 
but now Ives north east of Rimbey on an 
‘acreage. In July 1970 Leone sutfered& severe 
Stroke and i unable to speak 

‘ater working in Calgary, Eémanton and 
the Republic af Panama, Rose was the last of 
the McNaught family 10 call Bontoy home. 
‘She worked at Garres, operated a dress shop 
land worke for Tod George during the peciog 
shh nad just commencea work athe Municipal 
Otfice in Lacombe. However "tr Right” came 
‘along Inthe parson af Waller Kirson who was a 
Battery operator in the Bentley area, and they 
wore married in 1959, After 20 yeare in variout 
places they, 100, lve in Bartly, a8 of May 1979, 











McPHERSON FAMILY 
By Douglas A. McPherson 

In 1899 Major Witlam Burns MePherson 
heeded the call “Go West Young Man”, 20 he 
fiong with his wife Emily, sone Chae, Wile 
lame Janes, Alan and daughters Maria and 
Sacle, emigrate from Clark County, Wiscon 
ein USA 

After ling on nomesteads in Calgary, 
they made the arcuous trip 0 Santiey va 
new ie. at that time, essential building sup 
piles, groceries and mail were hauled from La 
Combe fo the east sie of Gull Lake, loaded on 
8 steamer and earied over to Brownlow Lan 
Ging, whereupon they wore picked up and de 
Tivored to Bentley Ths wae more, practical 
than taking the fong detour south of the lake, 
bocauso ofthe vast marsh lane that had t0 Be 
sites 

Nt was soon apparent that a lumber mill 
was needed to handle the requirements ofthe 
Settlers ‘The MePnerson Bes Lumber Bill Co, 
Ship 41" and operated by Willam and Jaboz 
This was only the second lumber mil in Ale 
fra and provided most of tha lumber forthe 
boiling of the village of Bntiey 

“Ihe development of Bentley wes rapid 
thereatter. Jamie operated the fst choose fac- 

















tory. The Major purchased the store and post 

office that Mr. Bentley had operated forth 

months 7 

Construction and maintenance of the 

‘whieh housed three MePherson families and 

fdaiion to Navin proved ip on ther nomes- 
‘Such a gigantic undertaking in farm 


from England ~ the ON bratnere, Lan and 


ar 


ly Beddoes, Car! Thomas and his father and 
‘many more. The tection of thet time ana ta 
fonts ta the progress of the Bentley commun 
yas warmy receives and much appreci 





Today ail these names are but memories 
tonaly realled a8 true pioneer stock, that oon 
tWbuted so much to the develop 








McPHERSON, JABEZ AND ZELLA 


fn in 1891 and came to Can 
in 1902 
1 Zela were married in Calgary in 

1909 and thon made thee home in the Senty 
Gisvict Mr McPherson senior had homes 
feaded the NE 2¢-4-1-5, one mile east of Ber 
‘Jebez and ne ied the quar 
St land north across the road, SW 25. 
formerly ownea by Archie Putland, 2 
Kooper in Bently 

In 1913 the McPherson brothers. Jabee and 
Wil start a sawmilin townships range 5,t0 
mil pine and spruce, The mil was driven by @ 
Steam engine. which was operates hy Dick Sim 
brooke, a broer-in law Jabez was the sawyer 
ang.John Whitesell operated thepaner. The mil 








Most ofthe hauling was done by Charlie and 
iour Whitesell. Charbe hauled the lumber 
from the mil to Gitby and Wilbur and his 

‘Aoovt 1820 8 second mil was startedon the 
Ne. 20<1-5-5. Jaber had sold his machinery 
to go into the sawn business a second time, 
but while on a pienihe saw an excelent stand 
ff tnber and couldn treset the urge to go 
miling again, 

alla and her sister, Vivian Sambrooke, 
cooked forth crews and she remembers car 
fing five hundred quarts of fruit = mostly wild 

Later Jaber bought new wooden Nichols 
and Shepherd threshing machine né operated 
‘ath the steam engine whieh he brought om 
{hemill He dela loto! threshing the area with 
bought a new Case separtor and continues 




















“The MePhersons bul comfortable home 
ln. ontey and rent thet fam to Ernie Hay 
fn ske.on tne Lacombe highway. The far was 
Tater rented to Don Person, who eventually 
bought 
and he and Zolia enjoyed many trips to the west 
County. camping, fishing ana pking bers. 
om and Zeit was always noted for her wond 
“Jaber passed away about 1963 and Zola 
has lvad in the Senior Gilzens Lodge in La 
combe for many yeas. She enjoys fai health 
Sha stil lovestotalcabout the good ols days 
ela died in January, 1962, 








McPHERSON, JAMES P. 

By Vietr McPherson 
James P. McPherson, with his wile, Elizabeth 
land infant son, Lyman, emigrated trom Wis 
tonsin, USA to” Canada and came othe 
Bentley area in 1898, homesteading the farm 
of the Blinaman River, about one mile west of 
Bentley, Te log house my sister, Ciara and | 
wore bora in i sll being used es @ garage 
tnd workshop, 

My grandtathor, Major W.B, MePherson, 
headed op guile 8 group of tAcPhersons mi 
Stating rom Wisconsin. These were his eldest 
on, Charl; second aon William with his wie, 
Stena, and daughter, Vora: tied son James P 
who was my father, fourth son, Jabee ana ith 

















son, Allan, Charlie and Allan returned to the 
US'A witnout taking out Canagian papers. 
mi ealleg McPherson Lumber Co, located 12 
Iles west of Bently. operating in winter and 
proving up on their homesteads. during the 
Summer. ‘They supplied lumber and bridge 
timbers for much of the ares from Rimbey to 
Red Deer, Grandfathers homestead was the 
NW. quarter from the cone of Bentley. My 
father loca west Wily and Jaber 
just north of his. 

Ny tether was @ cheesomaker end set up 
‘small cheese factory on the homestead. Le 
terine bulla larger one. a quarter of a mie 
nortn of the centre of Bently, onthe road 19 
Fimbey. This bulding later became Milos 
Creamery. In 1906 he built @ business on Main 
Stret, with groceries. and a lumber yard. He 
also had a business office, was a Pan for 
many yews was Secrtary of the Oxloré 
Schoo! Sistict Bentley was an active ile 




















ulin ong fl P. MePheso 
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In 1910, at the age of 40, he ran ine 
mile race from Aspen ‘Beach to Lacombe 
SoainatAlbera's best and came in tira. His 
only taining was riding @ beyele 

In 1912 he bul Thistle Inn at Aspen 
teach, I was a hotel end grocery store, He 
slso ran a tal fram Lacombe to Aspen Beach 
in tne summertime He ran this place for three 
Summers, 1012."1913, 1914. When the war 
Started in 1914 al the summer eatlagers went 
home and £0 went the business. In 1915 his 
fest son joined the armed forces. At the end of 
that year he sold out and moved to Calgary. In 
3929 he moved to Seate, Weshingion. Then 
in 1982 he moved back to the Fraser Valley, 
fnd, in someretrment ren the tourist bureau 
St Hope. BC. Tor many years. He died in Wi 
Fock. 8. in 1981 at the age of 4 His wit 
Libby, predeceasea him by hx yoars 














Lyman, 8, was born in 1098, He died in Burne 
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by, BC. In 1976. His daughter, Clara was bor 
In 1900 ana cc in Vitoria, 8. in 1980. She 
hed two daughters. Lawrence, bom in Bentley 
In 1007 died in Satie n 1282, He had no chi 
tren. Lois, Born in 1810, Ged in Vancouver in 
4960. She hae ane son and one daughter My 
elf Victor A was bom in Bently in 1903 anc 
fm now retired in Parkevile, B.C. | have two 

When wo lft Bentloy 1 was just 14.1 stil 
remember a very happy childhood In Bertie. 
remember many grand people of those cays, 
tepecialy my two uncles. Jaber and Will | 
wil aways fondly remember my Grancad. Al 
though he left Bentley while | was. quite 
young, he was a truly great man. Five of his 
Tourals ae in the keeping of my eldest son, 
and two of these cary hi day by day recore 
8 this period at the turn of the century. Me 
was very ative inthe process of Alberta ber 
Coming @ province, traveling many tines to 
Calgary ane Edmonton, 1am sure these Jou 
nals would be a great help to anyone wrting 
sy Bentey history 





McPHERSON, NORMAN ANGUS 
By fea Peterson 

young men, came 10 Vancouver, where he 
He went overseas in 1815 and after re- 

turing ftom the war he came to Bentley and 

took up farming) with his fiend,” An 

Yeiten. They bought the Bob Hutchison farm, 

SE. 24-40-15, east of Bently. 

nership and went to Vancouver, where he ma 

fed and hada daughter, Noroes, 

bulleing a heart atack 








McPHERSON, WILLIAM MILES AND FAMILY 
by Eswars Redmond & Alice Sambrooke 
Wiliam “Wille” MePherson was born in 

Ai 1868 in Springdale, Wis, USA His wie, 

Sten Severson, was born in dune, 1876 in 

Ringebo, Norway and came to Wisconsin In 

1882. They were marieg in 18, 

In early 1900 they emigrated to Bentley 
from ‘Clark’ County, Wis, with ther ciléron 
era, Bom February, 1996" Elwin, bom De 














ember, 1897 and Alice, born November 1899 
2 on, Douglas, was born in Bentley In Sept 
‘mor, 1908 
Larson homestead. He purchased a house In 
Bentlay, an the main strat at the top of the 
hil In order that the chilaren could tena 
[AL that me Mrs, Brownlow, St, gave pi 
‘ter pups, and also conducted the choi a 








the. Anglican church. Construction of the 
In the winter Wile, along with his brow 
fe, Jabez, operated the MePnerson Bros Lum 
ber Ca, Wille haa twenty-five men on the 
‘wood crew, and Jaber had an equal sumer 
fare the Biren, Damon, Garies, Hopkins, Lr 
‘tie alec In 1916, at the age of 48, a 
the resut of an incustrial accident. Shorty. 
‘thercafter, he family wont thelr soparat ways. 
Mother Stona passed away in Wasconsin ih 
6. Elwin ied In Oregon In 167. Vera (Mrs 
Billy Sambrooke} is widowed ard ving in Ms 
‘on, B.C. Alice (Mrs W. Recmond and Mrs. A 
Sambrook) twice widowed and living 
Calgary Daugise wih'tis wile, Dorothy, are 








McQUEEN, JOHN & FAMILY 





My fate, John McQueen, came west 
1a12and workod asa pharmacist at he Calgary 
General Hospital He served inthe Fist World 
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‘lar and attr is dicarge ha came to anley 
Bnd opened a drug store in 1919, 

My mather, Claudine Notes, came trom 
Nuova Scotian 1978 fo teach school in Bentey 
that same year She and tre, Wilbur Woiesel 
ne Ane Hobbs) boarded a the Rome of Me & 
find taught in Red Deer forsixmontns turing 

Ts born in Bently in October of 1929 and 
now reside and work in Saskatoon, Sask, We 
hve three onidren. Jahn. Bon, and Margaret 

Ty brother, Muay, was born in 1802, ater 
my patents moved to Toranta, He and nis wi 
Tivin Calgary and have Tour emldren, Glen, 
Vicky, Wayne, and Kent 




















tley in 1928 they want to Maren and ran a deb 








NAGY. DOMOKOS FAMILY 


‘Domnokos (Domy) Nagy was born on Fabre: 
avy 28, 1908, In Gages, Romania to Alex and 
“ula Wagy. His Tatar owned a rick factory. At 
ihe age of thitgen, Domy was in the cavalry 
vison ofthe Remanian fares inthe rt world 
wall the able-bodied mon and boys wore 
the forces, leaving the women and gto farm 
‘or look ater the business. Domy drove Norses 
itn waganloads of suplis forte front ines. 

in May, 1928, he let his home and emt 
arated fo Canada, a rip which ook wenty aight 
days due to problems withthe engine of the 
Ship. He eventualyarved in Calgary wheres 
biggest probiem was lack of communication as 
he didnot know one word of English 

Immigrants were being hed to work on 
fama and Bomy’s fret job was in the Cluny 
istrict, east of Calgary, whore ho was put 10 
work dring sight need of hovees onthe land 
However, ne wae there only three weoks when 
he fol ffs horee breaking his arm, so was sont 
back to Calgary wnore he hd to.g0 09 velit 
Lit his arm healed. Then he tought he would 
try a logging camp on Vancouver Island but 
‘turned to Calgary inthe fal continuing onto 
Saskatchewan for te harvest In 1929 pe went 
to Churenil. Mapitobe, to work onthe raoad 
tnd stayed with this work In various prt ofthe 
western provinces unt 1984 Following this he 
worked @ year for Burns Feadlot in Calgary, 
feoaing livestock 

tn 1956 Domy came to the Bentey ar 
vinere ls rst job was attensing twelve hundred 
heed of sheep for Bill Bogert ansalsfor Rupert 
Hulstal. This touch with sheep seamed o grow 
‘on Domy ashehas boon ashepman ever since 
In 1985 he went into partnership with George 
Stephenson with & flack of close to two thu 
sand sheep 

‘At this time he and his close friend, Gay 
Lorena, rentag soma farm buildings fom John 
Fisted, are they fod sheep and pigs Final, 
In 4940 ne saved enough money tty sown 
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farm, NAW. 22-99-15 for $1,600 PateLongshad 
lived there previously. Here Domy and hs wite 

He heard ota family who tives inthe Boyle 
iste, who hac come trom Hungary. Hore 
‘souls be some people who could speak hina 
tive language, he thought, 80 he mounted his 
novea and went fo Balogs to borrow something 
He gota bonus--ne met Mary! She recalls how 
wasn't too long before she decised amy 
looked prety good too. They wers married on 
December 28, 141. Mary had came rom Hun- 
(gary with per parents, Jahn and irene Balog, In 
4228 a wall 

omy and Mary took pleasure in fixing up 
the tworroom house wih an upstairs ate room 
and always fol thoy wore comfortable. It was 
{heichome for twenty three years and then thy 
Dui a now Rouse in which they stil ve, 

Hard work waste order oftheday fr these 
two. There were only ty seres broke on the 
‘quarter so the rest was cleared with a"Cat” and 
broken with the oldbreaking plow. Horses ere 
purchasea. Mary cals walking behind hohe 
ows al day long or driving eight eadof norsos 
‘onthe plow. As the yeare went Oy, two more 
{quarters ware purchased. one being where the 
Burham school stood 

‘ter the crope ware in, Oomy would go 
shearing sheep fo mak some extra money, gt 
fing six cents head or his work He algo main 
tained th road to help pay his taxes. Many men 
Fave found a nome and 8 job with te Nagy in 
te past 

Helen was thei iret bor, avving on Janu 
‘eas born The girs took tir schooling in Ben- 
the, except or Helen's st two years, when ahs 
attended Durem. They took an active part in 
the schoo! actives and Helen enjoyed paying 
the piano a2 well lle loved tore and wan 
many tophies at gymkhana evens. It took @ 
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strong fath and the supportive love of family 
fan tends to help Mary and Domy through 
theirsorrow when Helen de the ay beforeher 
tighteenth birthday. Alter gracing trom high 
School lis attonded Re Deer College fortwo 
Years andthe UofA for wo years taking edu 
Cation. She then taught tthe Parkiane Schoo 
{or the Retarded for ve years, On Apri 7, 1973, 
Julie and Paul Re were maried ang they have 
two enlsron, Darin born February 2, 1974, 
fang Nikki born November 1, 1977, Paul and 
‘Tule tar west of Bentley 

“he Nagys are members of Our Lady othe 
‘Assumption Courch, Syivan Lake. Mary Is 3 
member ofthe C:W.L. there and very active in 
fer enuroh. Shealso belongs tothe Gaiden Star 
(Club andthe Birtndey Club. Shellestocurtan 
Stl enjoys outside work and gardening 

‘Bom follows the Auction Marteeut usu 
aly Bringing home tome kindof ar animal tat 
he and Mary ean give some tender loving care 








NELLES FAMILY 


Ina.copy of the Early History of Bentley and 
District, twas found by Jessa elzaboth Nols, 
Ister Arrowsmith andtnen Nunnemalker dough 
ter of Frederick Robert Nollos- known as Fre, 
that the author of this early Ristory, Bert De 
Grotl, gave much erect to Fred Nie, my 
names ofthe setirs in tho Bortley dtect 
Fred cam west abaut £695 t0 look for a 
suitable site for anomestena on whien to create 
Harnet MeBrige of Caleconia, Ontario. Her fa 
ther, James MoBrlde, waa in charge of and the 
malo Givi Engineer of the Welland Cana, the 
‘Connecting ink between Lake Ontario and Lake 
Ene, when if was sng bull, but unfortunatly, 
he die before it was completed, 
homestead, NE 20-40.28-4, three miles eae o 
Bentley. an the fling of the homestead had 
bean completed, Fred received naws of his fa 
‘her's ceath, This was Alaxander Nees of Wal 
nut Banks, Caledonia, Ontario and Fred let 
Immediately for his home in Ontaro. 
younger brother, Hanniton, were hits to the 
“The large, old Colonial hoe, which had 
been Fred's boyhood nome an had been inthe 











family sine 1780, was known asthe Forty Mlle 
Place, as was that distance on a main route 
fromNingara Fails and wa builton te sores of 
the Grand iver 
Frederick Noles i  diect descendant of 
iia, named.on memorial pleque, Their Cost 
fof Arms dates Back Io September 7, 1322 
in use and in good condition in the Mohawk 
‘and was builtin the early 1770's. This church is, 
‘Sil standing fr the future families to proserve 
Because of he renshin‘ot Major Henry Nelee 
alomies, uring the time ofthis wa, when the 
Manawk Valley was taxen by the revolutionary 
forces, and all buisings wore being destroyed 
When'an indian pointed is taming aerow tothe 
Foot ofthe ehureh. the leader ofthe group said 
No, this church must stand. promises: my 
frend, the Major, no harm woullseometo fe 
take this valoy” The valve of @ trendship is 
aroat Ths choren win the fop igure ofa cack 
Noliscoatof arms, recently painted gol again, 
Stee on Highway 80,8 roadway across the Uni 
{eg States. The town of Neletown is nose 
‘Albany, New York State. isthe cles churen 
tered went west to his homestead again in 














1896, teking enough planed lumbar tor @ hom 
and lage enough barns for he purebred Shor 
{horn stock he had inherted. During this time, 
his lances Elvseletr Mary Merde an Tho 
mas Walker ware marred and had moved west 
{the town of Ode, n the North Best Tero 
ties They ater moved 19 Gull Lake onthe west 
Soe, where Walkers Point was named ate 
Did oven Fred's home waa completed eary 
‘The parents of Fred's tance naving bath 
aie, range she woul ome wes 
"After a short honeymoon, Fred let for his 
homestead to have thehomein readiness for his 
‘nde arva. Ela wee to follon by train ta La 
‘combs and # reliable river would take her by 
horses and sleigh the fourtoen mis to the ho 
mostoad on the west shores of Gil Lake. The 
{river on seeing Mes. elles $0 wrapped UD in 
‘weather thought shemustbe Fred's mother and 
ras 30 surpises aftr their aerva' al thehomes 
{ead andthe wraps were removed. tofingasim 
young lady ony five focttwo, with lueayesthat 
Sparkied at hls astonishment After Ela grestd 
Fred fondly, she sarod ta prepare tea for those 
present and to be a gracious hostess in their 
vary own fist home. Later. some ofthe storing 
teaspoons used on this occasion weralettiothe 
‘Saugmtors, Jessie, Catherine and Heven 
“The fllowing year thor ist son, Frederick 
Alexander was born May 22, 1898 and was 
talleg Alox. He was the tet white boy Bae in 
this foal, nown a8 west of Lacombe, Noth 
mastead fenced, Alex was about our end a hat 
Secided to go east to Toronto fo help out at the 
‘1d home and later bring back ther share ofthe 
‘uring the years befor going east, while 
Improving thir homestead, Fea kept plenty of 
‘le ow anc fresh fish on the fable and as so0n 
how o care for and nenaiaa gun anc how care- 
ful they snould be with firearms 
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hunting tp to Nordega, he shot his rst deer, 
with a'sixpronged head and also a mountain 
Sheep. Both a these mounted and beaut 
heads were in aur home ang nave since bos 
placed in the National Government Looge at 
Liasper Parke Alberta, where Alox was employed 
by the Fovoral Government, Part of Alox work 
vile there ineludes mapmakingot thoteritory 
fot yet surveyed. Alex named one mountain a 
tex me, he discovered. It's called "Joss Peak 





imi, while in is ear teens, was on 
4 hunting tp in the Peace River country and 
Shot a moose witha fity-four inch spread ef 
home the largest brought out tat year 

‘When Els and Fred andthe two sons. Alex 
ang Jimmie, returned pst to Fred's old home in 
4903, the boys loves the big. ol place and Free 
never ted! of taling them stores abut when 
he was growing up. Me told them about the 
'$2h001 oom in ro0M OF eo home, ever 30 
Tong ago, and said that whan they returned 
ome to Gull Late plans would haveto bemade 
for|sehoolforthem andine oer ehlsron tei 
get attend 

During their stay in Ontario, Robert Hai 
too, twin was born August 21, 1904, in the 
‘same roam his father haboen borin. The twin 
Oi dig at bith 

When Robert was nine months old the tam: 
ly eame wast again in 1805 and Fred's share of 
the Sharthorn eatle and s Civdestalion wore 
higped ta Lacombe, then taken tothe homes: 








Two yours alter Fr, Ella and ther three 
song returedto Guill ake, Mrs. Norman 035 8 
neighbor was midwife for my mothoe when | 
‘as born. was called Jessie Elizabeth 

My sisters, Catherine Elen andieion Mary, 

Wen was four years old, my parents be- 
{or thaw eldeot sone, 

Thetis fog senootnouse Alex and Jimmie 
‘wore attenaing haa been built wih the Pelp of 
‘ur father and ha served on the schoo! board 
wile there. Alex and Jimmie were two of the 
first five eniginal pupils to attend the Gut Lake 
ohool 

Th 1910 twas decided by my parents to set 
the Romestead and Hary Hansen's father 
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bought it. Our new home was four 
rom Bently 

During the follwing years, Alex and Jim 
wonton tonigh senooland allot usatendedthe 
Storie tek building nme after Lord Neon 
Of the Bish Navy. It nada bel tower and the 
the Homecoming in the ite 1870's, or the pup 

(Our father, Fred. went into ras estate with 
“mle and Garland of Lacombe. 

“Just before moving 10 Lacombe, Father 
staried caling Robert "Buster" The Buster 
Brown comic strip was popular en ana Robert 
‘ia resemble Guster somewhat, the same stying 
this curing brown nai tnasame shy smile and 
{seemed fo ault Robert. The name "Buster 
followed Robert al through ris ecu years 

Two years after moving. heFirst lors War 
was declared. My father and brother, Al, 
joined the 66th Bataion, Grother James, age 
15, was very impressed and, not o be outdone 
by his older brother, bought a par of luo jeans 

cover his shor. knee length, knickerbockor 
pants: gavehis age as eighton fo the recruiting 
Dicer and joined the amy. 

‘trind of my mothers at this ime senther 
‘8 poem that seemed very appropriate 

"Your Son 

‘Stepped out forthe Flag toy. 
There wae a second verse but don't remember 
taut | do remember it brought tears 2 my 
mothar's yas as she road it wae sx years old 

“linmie was wounded at Vimy Ridge and 
was dlscharged from the army when he tuned 
Seventeen =a yeorSefore recruiting age and @ 
Year before head enough on hisace to shave 
‘nce @ week He had often been called "Sunny 
Sim’ becavee of his laughing blue eyes, hs 
bong cuty hair ang his happy smile. Even with 
his empty slenve, he never lost hs emi. Jim 
returned tosenool and college and graduated ae 
5 telegrapher When he was stationed at Rocky 
Mountain House, Aorta, asa telographor and 
ation agent he marieg Bona Write of Sask 























1207, Sask. They has one son born in thehosp- 
{al at Rocky Mountain Houre. Ragor was their 
‘nly hil and, unfortunately. dod athe age of 
rine years in Vancouver B.C. 

Both Fred and his son, Alex, were trans 
ferred tothe Stat battalion Alex ocause of hie 
marksmanship was chosen to be s sniper He 
had formerly Been a eamster and told me he 
alles ng team “Shot” and “Shel 
Involved in during the war, Once when thei 
tinal group of scouts ane ther oficer were on 
Sand Alox was theft to.dig himsat out. Attar 
looetinga gun -the enemy was close-he nelped 
ig the others out. During this venture ep- 
peared they would be captured and taken p= 
foner, but, cue 19 Alec's marksmanship, ie 
‘enemy was held at bay uti al the scouts an 
oiticor were out ang had found guns. This 
Smaller group was then able to capture the 
larger enemy’ group. On the way Back to the 
barracks the officerincharge old Alene wouls 
recommend him fran award but the ofcor nas 
Kiteg on the way oI did not Kr, unl re 
‘cently read.on Alex discharge papers thal be 
had boon notes tor outstanding abit angorae 
fry inthe face of action, and | thought back to 
ang brought out west In the 18908 had gone 
‘through the ownership of my twee brothers, 
tur, during the second Worla War when the 
men were al overseas again, | helped to teach 
my son, Joh (Jack) Arrowsmith Junior with 
{his same rif to be, | thought, 2 prety good 

During the training petiod for markemar 
ship, ater my son Jack ha joined the Royal 
‘Canacian Navy in Vancouver, a seventeen yo 
fare of age, he wa takon, ater the fst ta get 
practice by the ollier for marksmanship, to 
‘hoe trent shooting ranges to ling out hic 
‘excollont ailily an his ist attempt would prove 
‘hele posession are.engravedion the metal part 
4573, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police were 
‘ne hundred years old. This la memorable for 
Ross's grandfather, Harry Nunnemeker =m 26 
‘cond husband, was withthe Royal North West 























Mounted Police ane served inthe foreas over: 
at the name. The dates and names wil il otng 
Valuable a 2 memento to the family and wnen 
they waten the Musical Ride of tne Mounties 

‘iter collage and working forthe Federal 
Government as park warcen at Jasper Park 
Alex married Chariot Swift Carson. 8 widow 
‘eth ane young aaughter Eunice, Chariot wae 
the eldest daughter of Jasper’ fst family the 
‘Suits and a notewerthy chapter isin Alberta's 
Heritage Magazine bout ihe family and refers 
to Charlotte's mother as Jaspers Fist Lady 
the tte of the ates and stony 

‘The. daughter, Eunice, was maried to 
George Comrie a Edmonton, now ling nV 
touver They had one daughter, 

Unfortunately, after Ales marriage, was 
tiscovered Charlotta had’ T.8. ang cled in'@ 

‘Aer the fist World War, Fred worked for 
the Federal Government setting soldiers on 
farms end ne fate took one himeel near Mor 
Ingide, north of Lacombe, Hore the younger 
part of the famiy grew up and were maried 

Buster marced Elizabeth (Boasie) Frazer of 
Marshal Sask She was a graduate ofthe Royal 
‘Alexander Hospital in Edmonton Buster was in 
charge ofthe grocery department in MeLood's 
‘fore in Lacombe. They had one son, Robert 
Bruce 

“Jeie became Mrs. John Acrowsmith ang 
hor husband was from Marenall Sask. He was 
‘employed by the Fadoral Government and they 

Catherine Became Mrs. Dennis Keene of 
Jasper, Alperia and they ad two sons, Ralph 
and Raymons. 

Helen marries GeorgeParkes of Eemonton 
‘Tnoleson, Gordon, was ve vars ol when ty 
were tranatered to Winnipeg by the Singer 
Sewing Machine Co. A daughter was bom there 
but ied during the years ofthe second wat ata 
young age. 

‘Before the second Worls War Alex was mar 
‘ied to Eleanor Gutren and they had two sons, 
KennetnandLaurence, anda ceughter Jacave- 
lina. They Ived at Jasper where Alex was em- 
ployed bythe Federal Government andibecame 
Euperintondent of the Glacier Park at Rove 
stoke, 3 























37 


Marjorie Hull teacher from a town near Cal- 
(9a and she and im became very popular in 
{he town of Toos, Alberta, with the young pao 
ple. They sponsored and grove the Tees bebe 
Beliteam togames keeping track oteoares et. 
uring the time Jim wat telegrapher and sa 
tion agent ner 

oh Marjorie and Jim servedin the second 
‘general and Jim was with communications 

stor, at this time, served overseas Inthe 
forces and his wife, Bosse, waa nursing In Ca 
fg Their son. Robert dr. waa in a private 

“lssie Nelles Artowsmit's husband, John, 
sso served in the armed foresa overseas and 
‘ls was ton employed bythe Euestion Oe 
partment ofthe Singer Sewing Machines Co. as 
En Executive ang wis covering weston Canada 
In an educational capacity. Their son Jomn 
(dackie) atendea the sesuit Schoo! for Soys in 
Edmonton and ater was ata private school in 
Calgary and else wort to high shoot at Syvan 

Tn 1940 Jescle nought a summer pace in 
Sylvan Lake named “Tails End" for vacation 
time fora famly and a place where the sven 
‘young cousine could kaep in touch and enjoy 
tho ako. After he fist delightful summer spent 
‘here, the young cousins enjying very much, 
CCathorine, Fnown as "Aunty Kay" tothe young 
fry, thought she would Ike ta cantinue to Ive 
tere with her two vouna sons, forthe school 
was excellent and her husband wae serving 
Dyerseas. Nothing pleased the young causing 
‘ore than tobe able To go to Wt Aunty Kay 
and thar cousins, Ralph and Raymond 

CCovering western Canad a | wa, ft was 
ential fr me aso, andé many aholcay, a wall 
35 vacation timo, | spent there. My son, Jack, 
land Buster's son, Robert, often came up from 
Calgary 10 spend notidays and weekends with 
(Catherine and ner sone, 

‘efore the second World War was over. 
Eleanor and Alex were aivorced and the boys. 
Kenneth and Lary, cameo stay al Sylvan Lake 
tnt thee father returned trom overseas Baby 
“Teequeline ana her mother, Eleanor, went tothe 
Sates to lve and Eleanor remarried ther. 

My son, Jack, stayed with Aunty Kay ang 
attondod high school at Sylvan Lake. The sx 
Cousins had many funetled days a “Trails 
Ena and the fae unt the war ended 

Fred and Ella Nelles retired trom the tam 
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rear Morningside - south of Ponoka - where 
Fred Nad served regulerly oa the Pleasant Mil 
choolbeerd-andhadbultanewhomeon thet 
farm batore leaving. They spent some time at 
tlssper Park and then setted at Syhvan Lake, 
‘buying Jack Sunes place inthe eantre ofthe 
town, The last Ciistmas the. grandparents 
pant with the grandsons, Catherine and me 
twas in 1945 at Tras Endl The cottage i stil 
Tooatod (thou! the name) atthe corer of Soth 
venue ang-a7th sect. 

“Jessie had raturned rom Winnipeg, Marit 
‘obs. where she was thon emoloyed by the Mut 
ta Life Insurance Co. ané ad brought back a 
Siver Tray Award, Jessie and an employee in 
Shere were the only two in Canada to have 
been awarded the trop that year foroutstand- 
Ing achievement in ealesmanship. This ray was 
the seond World War was aver. The aranapa- 
tts and si ofthe seven grandsons were pes 
Ent Gordon waa with hi parent, Helen and 
Goorge Parkes, welcoming a new Ile sister, 
Denise Andre, bom during the war ears and 
unfortunately, dying when a young ai 

The grandparens, loved and remembered 
by these seven cousins, are now buried i the 
‘was erected for nem in 1280 giving an intrest 
ing pat oftheir history inthe early days of Ber 
ty. 

‘Alex was married to Rose tes, an English 
‘it trom London. ater the second war and 
they hag three chien, Margaret Rose, Wi 
lam an James. They ven Glacier Park, B.C. 
lanara Alex became Superintondont of the 

inthe history ot red and Ets, the seven irs 
‘grandsons that played and visited and lved at 
Tral's Bnd, each, in his own way, became an 
Important member of tonday’s wots, Three of 
thase grandsons waren the Olymples. One was 
fan Olympic instructor across Canada and two 
‘wore nthe Olympic hockey team n Vancouver. 
‘Ghe grandson became a Superior Court Judge 
‘Ohe became a Lieutenant Colonel and spent 
Some time with the United Natans program. 
‘mother waa in charge ofthe first Satelite S 
tion In Canada, an then arow of satelite sts 
tions up to Alaska, Another was @ marketing 
Walt Disney Music of Canada, Lt, The seventh 
‘tandaon a Medical Sea Captain, now nine 




















ligence and Securty on the staf of he Solicor 
‘General of Canees 

‘tr the war, teplss wore born to Cathe 
fine and Dennis keen. One gi Sharon ves 
5nd during university years in Victoria, 8. 
She was awardada two year scholarship. Shes 
now in enaige ofan archeology department in 
Winnipeg. Catherine now les in Vancouver 

“Jessie wae maried to Harry Nunnemakern 
1949 and thay ara now ting inthe ear of the 
famous Red Woods in Garvoniie, Calferia 
find spencing much time in Conaca 

Helen Parkes, the youngest daughter ofthe 
Nites tamiy. led in January, 198 in South 
brica, end Betore her death requosted she be 
remated and her aches scattered aver tho old 
FRomestead, where she was born. Her nusbang, 
‘George epenthisfirst Christmas ater his arrival 
in Canada from Austend, Belgium, visiting his 
‘cousin Flora Hansen Beddoes anaher husband, 
Lian, atthe ols Romestoad. It was some tim 
before he met Helen anc lator four more sons 
frivod alter the fst son, Gordon, was born 
{ne boy died when only few months ola 

1 have returned agai to Gull Lak In the 
{othe lap of he waves on ts share, thinkagain 
of Bia and Fred. Motner and Father. ana the 
‘reat ove that nelpes make them “History Make 
rs" ofthe past with memores that sll seom 
fo walk ough the leafy avenuos that sur 
found its shores ang again {hear the whisper 











NELSON FAMILY 
By Gordon A. Nelson 


My grandtather Nels. Nelson, wasborn in 
eins Vig Logn, Julang, Denmark, on April 
rth 1864 He ded in Mount Vernon, Wash. on 
March 21st 1942 He marries tren Steiner in 
1865, In Nobraska, 

‘know ite ot my grandather's family. and 
can remember seaing him only tice when i was 
Gute young, Fs father was 4 valltoad offal, 
Secording 10 my Uncle Fred Nelson. My great 
Grandfather lost his estale in. Schleswig 
Howtein wnen the Germans annexedtnatpartot 
Danmark My grandfather ang hs wo brothers, 
Maris andonn Jaco eventual lt Denmark 
twnen my great grandfather nad acute 
tstabshing the family. 1 gather they settle in 
Nebraska. John Jacob had Been married two 
years, when he died of typhoid fever anc let & 
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wife and daughter, Marius was settled in Ne- were tour children frm this mariage; John, 
rasta andi have noinormation on hiebrancy Dorothea. Carrie angSena. Sena maried Was 
ofthe amy. My Aunt Edith Forstorsidsome ot Potorson and they had four eile; Henry. 
ipedthe Stoners pick nuit Clarence, Mamia, and George. Hen settied Io 

the Rainy Creek area roar Bentley, Alberta a 

ther, Maren Steiner, was the 1902. Alter the death of Matt's fiat husband, 
she ang har four enlorensufleree great wom 

bend. Cart Frederick lack of funds and of general prvation. Five 
‘nas et marred Hans Hendrik ® chilean recite from her cond mariage to 








Marth, Fred, Edt tn, Erm, Maris, Fron, 








on Mrs, Je Neon fy, dob Archie, Gor 


Can Steiner: Maren, Chis, Fred, Thora, and 
ana. Gar Steiner Susdenly decide to leave 
Denmark and sete in the U.S.A. They lef in 
175 and eventually arrived in Nebraska. have 
accounts ofthe hardships that Metto and Cari 
Steiner and thor nine children andured in thet 
‘pew home, written by Edith Forster (noe Nelson) 
land Rosemary Steiner (Chris aughtern-aw). 











Maren Steiner, the daughter of Mette and 
‘car waz bom in Gjoainghuse, Norup Logen 
Denmark. on March 13th, 1867, and died Oct. 
Sih, 1920, near Sone, Alboria.After her mar 
flage to Nols Nelson they tved on a fam in 
Nebraska. Nels Nelson, | am fol was not In- 
Shine to farming and was trained as 2 blacks 
mith in Denmark e0 they moved to Fremont 
Nebraska, where he repaired equipment, Later 





they moved 10 Lindsay, Nebraska, and then to 
Pipestone, Minnesota. Grandma Nelson never 
Tked ving In Pipestone and longed tative ona 
farm again. While living In indsay, Nebraska, 

theNelaons wae iendsat John Charles Cait 
and Mary Cart (neo Peabody). Tho Carrits 
Setled in the Rainy Creek area in 1907. Mr. 

Garrit ent a writen account ofthis aaa othe 
Lindsay News tha the Nelsons subscribedto in 
Pipestone. Grandpa Neon, upon reaing thi 

Toft the nextday for Bent. (February. 1802). 

Fe spent that winter cutting poplar fogs fr his 
few home, the Nelsons Nad sieposes of most 
Gf thoir belongings when leaving. Lindsay 

Grandma Nolsoa therefore insisted on keeping 
{3s moch of thelr posesseions as possible, when 
Teaving Pipestone. So they loaded two ralvay 
‘are with everyting possible | magine isin 

Eludod dishes, cloting, oo, ano nousehold 
its. tam told they loaded three cows and two 
horees and some ealves, nd oven a largo stone 

‘Grandpa Nelson and his sons, Fred and 
John and a nephew, Henry Stone, went ahead 
Iona of the raway ears. Granaa Nelson and 
the ret ofthe children, and Henry Peterson. a 
‘ephow, followed by tain. 

My understangiog was that a tox was 
‘enarges on each person entering Canada and 
that the three young boys, traveling with 
Grandpa Nelson, attempted to hide 10 avoid 
payingit They were lecovered, however, at tne 
older, and Fred. John and Henry got on the 
tran with Grandma Nelson an tho fest ofthe 
famiy at North Portal, North Dakota, and wont 
brio Lacombe, Alberta, !amtoidthatoneatthne 
Soungsters, Mamie Nelson, csimedsho saw hor 
Tather walking near the eitway at Olds, 6 the 
family knew he had gotten that ar with the ar 

’At Lacombe, Grandma Nelson rented a 
large demacrat or wagon t0 travel to Fainy 
Creek. A young boy drovetahorses to Bentley, 
nd, lam*old was not surenom togotthere. The 
family attempted to ford the Blinaman Fiver at 
the Garres pace, where the banks were quits 
Seep. The young diver wantsraight down ang 
Simost tppee the whole famiy into the eo. 
‘Some ofthe older bays juripe of in tims, nd 
far Garries, wo was at the essing, Meld one 
(wheel of the Gemocrat, while te rest of the 
Tamiy got off. Art then got on Horseback and 
{uided the family the rest of the way to the 
Garnitt homestead, where they arrived on the 














night of September 18th, 1902 

My Aunt Mary Nelson (ne Carr) told me 
that she romembared the right ofthe Nelsons 
frrval, She and the other children pooked 
{tough oracks Inthe flor of the socondstorey 
fad listened to stris af tho journey. Grandpa 
Nelson arevea wth the railway cara ile str 
fad rantad a shed to store the family prousions. 
Gradually these belongings aves at Rainy 
Cres, ater several rigs backand forth between 
{ecomte and Rainy Creek 

‘Alberts Nelaon was bor on September 
ain 1902 ton ays ater the arrival ofthe Ne 
fon family at the Carat nomestoad, 

{The Nelson's first house was tut rom logs 
and lumber, fom the trees that GranpaNelson 
had euteary In 1902. Where Jim Nelson now 
lives was the Nelgon homestese. The constuc- 
tion ofthe present house was started ia 1013 and 
the foundation wat made rock colected trom 
the shores of Syvan Lake by Grandpa Neleon, 
land his son, Fredand John. Mr-MortonanaMr 
{ight but he foundation and Grandpa Noison 
but the rest othe house which wasfinshed in 
1914 

My fates, John J. Neon, was married to 
my mother, Margaret Alice Martin, in this house 
‘on June 28, 1214. Grangp Nelson donated 
fan for, and wa instrumontal in, building the 
‘chute (Rainy Creek Mthosst) on this prop 
‘ny. Fe alo aasisted in constrcting he st 
School at Rainy Crook. This was the Carett 
School, but eases had been held inthe churen 
previously 

When my mother and father were mari 
Nlie Martin. my mother’ sister. was the br 
‘esmald and Maris Nelzon, my father's brat 
fr was Dest man. Or A. Miler performed 
the marrage ceremony. 

iy mother, Margaret Martin, was bor in 
DDunwio, Ontario, on March 27th, 1BB6. She 
twas the daughter of George Martin, who was 
‘Som on November 14th, 1859, near Ounrle 
He died on November eth, 1838, at Gibson’ 
Landing, &.C. My erenamothor was Margaret 
‘Ann Mackey, wha was born at Cooks Staton, 
Ontario. on December 6h, 1867. She died at 
Bunnviie on June ‘th, 7894, She married 
George Martin on January 22n0, 1684 The Mar 
tins were Sootish and the Mackey ish Aftor 
Grandma Martin's death, Grandpa Martin do 
Sided to go west and in 1098, 0% his dau 
tere: Mary, Margaret, Elen (Nelle), Elzabeth, 
land zon George. anc homesteaded neat Pen 
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hold, Alberta. A younger sister, Lucy was let 
with her granaparens, the Mackey In Ontario 
Uke ‘other “nomesteader, my grandfather, 
George Marin. had citicuty getting estan: 
Tied in this province. Four of Ps eitren: 
Mary, Margaret. George, and Elzabeth, became 
S2hool teachers. My mother, Margaret Marti, 
taught in two locations in Alsara before coming 
to teach atthe Cart Samoa, where she mat my 
father, John Neon, 

My (wo. grandiathers, Nels Nelson and 
George Martin were quits frm minded men 
‘They had mings of thelr own ana it took people 
Ike them to open up a now country. My Uncle 
Fred Nelson aid 19 me in 1971, "You can say 
‘aatyouwant about those oldest, but here 
‘ras a warmth in their homes, and you fell we 
‘come there" lt that warmth in these homes, 
fand in their children's and. grandenlaren's 
Fomes many times, anavwas glad hat my grand 
parents homestead In this county. 

T never knew ether of my grandmothers 
Grandma Martin ied over 30 years before | was 
born and Granda Nelson 3 years before my 
ith 

{ket think that the lives ese ladies vee 
hava been fl by mall these yeas, n the ove 
‘nd dedication they passed on to their hilren 
"hope that my ehisren wil not forget thew 
predecersore and will pas hisknowledgeon to 
the generations to come. A krowiodge of this 
Country’ pioneers ana their part in changing 
this to a more Rosptabe land should help to 
oop Cand united and strong, 





NELSON, 

InJanvary, 1912, FeedNelson marred Mary 
Carri eldest daughter of 3.6. Carn. They 
moved onto. the farm, SWO4-30-1-5 whore 
Mary's cousin Tam Carnit and his wife, tbe 
ead, a river quarter, SW/I0.40-1-5 where the 
Ken Nelson family later ved for many years, 
fhad no buildings a fat that me. Five een 
twere born to Fred ane Mary inthis fret ome. 
Marion in January 1913: Floyd in June, 1818 
Ronald in January. 1816 Vernon in August 
4817. and Howard in February, 1019. These 
oming once trom Bentley. otherwise rom La 
‘combs or led Deer, In one mis-intor bith the 
‘octoranghis nurse-wile who sesistegiet on 
‘ley by eam andsleigh one noon, drovethrough 





ED AND MARY 
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stayod all night, delivered the baby. and reacheo 
following day. The fee? 


fame at mig-oay 
Twenty dolars 

Tm Apri, 1919. Henry Peterson bought tnt 
farm from the Carrit overs, and the Petarsan 


Wd lr of Fed and May Nason 912 





‘ought the farm of Mary's Unete Judd Cari 
1NW26-40"1-5, 9 mile farther west. giving their 
homestead quarter as down payment Up total 
vloe Cart’ land and 0 acres on Juda Garr’ 
iwo quarters total of 105 acres. Al this was 
‘leared by hand. Mary Nelson told the story of 
how the timbered land was clear of te large 
freee: The trea was cut down and # charge of 
dynamite planted in the stump, wa st of Fo 
towing the st, shesvy log chain wasvrapped 
round the remains. A team of horses was 
fang one standing by, axe in hand t0 chop off 
‘stubborn tap roots they would get most ott out 
Six troos per day was a day's work fortwo men 
land team All that timber ad ta bepiled 
fly lof over winter and burned the following 
Spring Then came thebresking,& single form 














breaking plow drawn by horses oxen. Usually 
this was operated by fa men waking behing 
‘one to grve the team, ard one ta hal the pw 
Randles and keep the blade in the ground 
{neheayy, stubborn roots which again hasta be 
piled and burned, 
family. Twine, Robert end Royal wore born in 
September, 192%, also at nome, Getty came 10 
‘mate her fome with them in November, 1923 
Garth arrived, in Bentley hospital, Apr 1822. 
‘The Garrtt Senoo! was ony 8 quarter of = 
mile away, down the hil and all the chilcren 
tended there forthe elementary graset. As the 
Durtam Senool taught Grade and for one 
Gace Xl ana receved the gold medal for high 














nt much money around during 
those growing-up years but there were enough 
‘hildrentoplay almast any game. Fred hac been 
5 sports fan fram earliest days, sepacilly of 
baseball. He had. been Captain ang second 
basoman of the Rainy Crook team in earlior 
days, an sil played with his sons and ne-gh 
boring children who came to the Nelsons De 
{use"theresaiways enough there fora game. 
‘amos, He wae secretary ofthe Cart Schoo! 
tecelved inpriaes atthe school fair anomace the 
‘down payinent on @ second-hand pump organ 
fir od pi he et avon oak mus 
land singing Many Sunday avenings were spent 
with friends around that organ. A wind-up pho: 
agraph and a good selection af records wore 
eo much enjoves 

Inthe 1020. work was hard to find Marion 
helped at home, the oye worked for armen 
that area, and some of them worked lor some 
ns putupice They haganice-house ang ler 














Fred sawed wood and ground grain for many 
hoighboring farmers. He had the fst electaety 
in the este a Delco plant for ight in nouse 
Sho outbulaings, anc’ purchased in the mid 

Mary Nelson, asa young git, wes a chart 
member in 1008 ofthe Lasies Al end was an 
fetve member from that ime. Sheactedinoach 
bie at ome tim But was secretary for many 
Years. She wae also an active memoor ct the 
Goon Star Cheb, formed later and of the 
UFWA. She assisted in many enterainments 
land took prizes for her quilts. She loved flowers. 
fad haa many planted inthe house yard 

In 953 Fre andMary took thee rst Yea 
holiday. They wentby tain to Oshawa, Ontario, 
picked up anew hal-ton track, then dave 10 
Towa where they visited relatives and on to P= 
pestone, Minnesata The spent ther aIst wee 
Sing anniversary tneraner regs tomer nome, 
affair as son-in-law and daughter, Louis and 
Marion Cabelka, observes their 23th anniver 
being only ten days apart. Over two hundred 
‘ope signed ine quests books. Ten years ate, 





other gala celebration for Fred and Mary 
oth anniversary. One month ater Fregutfores 
fa stroke and died tne flowing day. Mary lives 
fn atthe farm, spencing part of tho cod wnte 
wath daughter Maron, unt mig-summer 1873. 


‘She then maved to an apartmont at Centennial 
ute, Red Deer, then to 8 Lodge and tally 10 





Baty ond Gath ond “Ro 


‘a Nursing Home. The last three years warespent 
in Auxllary Hosptal. She died in December, 
i) 

ren, forty-one grandchideen and fory-ight 
reat granseniaren 


NELSON, FRANK AND DORIS & FAMILY 
By their daughters, Lol, Bory, Marina and 
Donna 

Frank Leonard Neigon, the fourth son, 
fenth chil of Nels Sand Maren Nelson, was 
fom in Pipestone, Minnesote, March 20,1898 
He came to the Fainy Creek district with his 
family September, 1902. They setled on the 
homestead, where he lived the rest of his io, 
the Nee32-30-1-Ws. Ris semoaling was at 
Carr Sohoo! but continued all his Ife with 
fis keen interest In reading. All his ie he 
rest poetry and sang songs that he omer 


‘One of Dad's favorite stories, he often tla 
us, was ofhis mother walking down the street of 
Pipestone andinaving adios stop to say "What 
‘eauil baby.” Year ater Aunt Emma corob- 
brated tne story, 

Dad wae accidentally shot when he was 
seven years 0, and lay unconcious for several 
days. The bullet ontoredNisheed atthe haling 
land yeas ater an xray showed the bulls atthe 








TNS. Neon fami and Mar, Fred nd Tom Cl 


‘On January §, 1925 Frenk marriod Doris 
donna Wyatt daughtar of Emest and Helon 
Wyatt insdousiewesding ceremony with Bota 
Nelson and Gordon Wyat. They had six child 
‘an Lois Beryl, len, Marin, Donna and Jin 

in 1927 a tornado struck neat the farm 
demalened Grandpa Neleon'sblacksmith shop, 
the seatterod tools wore found for years ate. 

Gut of necessity. in the early ays the 
Nelsons always went out big game hunting 
lator Dad went for pure love of the out of 
doors ~ west country especialy. The bunting 
tating numerous trips up the stairs and across 
the yard. His honting tripe spanned over iy 
Years and involved tions, negnbor, both 
fra, nephews, sans, son-inlaws and” grand 

Long trips were of no intrest to Dad nis 
creation was picnics, tehing ane camping 
Each fal wo went “out west” ploking Bluse. 
fies His dislike of picking lite bers always 
fd him tothe "bbe. 

He instil inthe family his ove ofnature 
he worked hata and played nara 

‘Ho was active with Cazrt Schoo! Boar, 
Rainy Crook United Cnureh, Bentley Hospital 
Board, one of @ group who started Blackalds 




















Rural Eletetcation Association, & long time 
momber of Alberts Wheat Pool, UFA. and 
lamang the founders of the Lacombe Arial 

He passed away March 13, 1972 at he ape 

Sharing he yoars with her husband, Mom's 
first intrest was her tail, ner neigheors and 
the churen 

‘Sho was alte long member of the United 
Cchuren Women, member and elder of Rainy 
rook and Bentiey United Churenes. Quietly 
she kept things running smooth, be making 
tole, oF any ofthe tasks thet Rad tobe done 

‘Anyone visiting the fam arly ltt without 
st leat a dozen eggs. Her chickens kept hor 
busy outdoors, and provided an excuse for 
many visits tom neighbors. Tey slays had a 
large garden which they shared wih anyone 

“The round taba in te sunny dining room 
saw many cups of cots and dinners shared 
with family and frends. 

‘itr her chien were growa shehad time 
ta enjoy ner handirats She joined the Bertiay 
Drop tr Gontve and renewed old squat 

‘Mom passes away 




















Lois Peart wes born October 14, 1996. at 
the Bentley Municipal Hospital. Sho attendod 
Caritt Schl, took her high school in Res 
Deer staying at tha dormitory on Gaelz 

‘She graduate from the Calgary Gena 
Hospital Senco! of Nursing Inthe spring of 949 
fang on December 8, 1949, she was maried 10 
William Eaton of the Calmar, Alber, area 

They have two sons and two daughters 
Douglas (December 4, 1950), Richard (ly 20, 
1952), Barbara [Oncomber 29,1956), and Lor: 
raine (August 31, 1964). 

“The Eatons make their home in Rad Deer 
iver Bi has been inthe automative Business 
Tor many years. Lois has been working forthe 
pest tive years wth the Home Caro Program 
fe led Geer Health Unit 

ery! Abbott 

Bery| was born at home November 29,1929, 
be, Henry was the attonding physician and 
Mamie Nelson, the nurse. 

‘he took her schooling at Carat Seno 
then high echoo! in Red Deer 

‘she worked for Alberta Government Tele 
hanes for three years. Then she married Wat 
ter Abpott of Red Deer 

“They have five chron - Brent (Novomber 
20,1951), Janee (etober, 1083}, Cam (March 





iy Back rt R: Marin, i, Di 
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20, 1950). Carol (April 8, 1962), ana Joan 
(Guine 28,1964, 
"Fhe Abbots lve in Red Deer where Walter 
Marina Becker 

Marina May, third daughter, was born Feb 
ruary 26.1895 atthe Bentley Municipal Hosp 
tal’ She went to Carr Soho), with one yest 
ot igh sonal In Red Deer and ne rest it 
Bently. 

‘She works three years for Glen Wright at 
the Blindman Valley Co-op in Bentley. Then in 
Fed Deer for Dr. A. Whit, dentist. for three 

feats and Dr. Oaway, dent, for one you 
yesri 960 she Tatfied Gordon Becker from 
Cds andthe lve In Ra Deer. Wendy wasbarn 
November &, 1961, and is working a= dental 
fssstantn Red Door Tom, Barn Apri 1964, 
fea student, 











Donna Richards 

Donna Ruth, fourth daughter of Frank and 
Doris Nelson was Born Decomber 8, 1836. 

Grades one to ight wore enjoyed at Carritt, 
School all the edueational advantages of a 
county school, sealing three times 2-day in 
trinter, the Christmas concerts and school pc 
mice a the ond of June! Grades nine to twelve 
wore taken in Beniey 

‘alter graduation ! worked fortheee years in 
Fed Deer for Oe. Husband, a dans. 














1n 1958, | marsied Bl Richards ofthe Horm 
Hn district south of Rec Deer We have a dary 
tnd grain farm. our dary herd being Ayrshire 
‘ate started by the Renard in 1000. 

hl and | nave four sone - Matthew, born 
‘September 26,1050, since graduation rom high 
Schoo has farmed with us. Grant born Aprils, 
989, attending school Timathy born January 
6.1988, Grandma and GeandpaNeieon’s fortieth 
Snwversary present, ang’ Colin born May 3, 
i078 





NELSON, GERALD AND FAMILY 
Gerald Stoiner Nelson was born at Rainy 
creck in log house, October 5, 1807 and was 
the youngest chil of Nels and Maren Nelson 
He grew up, attended schoo! ana warked inthe 
‘reat 1325 yen he maved with hitherto 
estate of Washington, where he apprenticed 
for @ meenanic, working in the Everett and 
‘ommunty, loves hing andeamping and was 
fn active member ofthe local fie department 
Gerald married Frances Sarah Wion of 
‘conway, Washington, in June of 1895 and they 
Deve two ehidran, Richard Zaward, born June 
28,1996, ang Patricia Maren, born July 22, 1886 
In 1947, Gerald and a partner openedisiona 
ators in Gale Harbor, Washington, 
Inlune of 1989, he an hie wife and daughter 

















intl December an then moved back to Oak 
Harbor and opened Nelson's. Auto Electic 
lohich ne operatad uni his retirement in 1873 
“The family continued fo liven Oak Harbor un 
1i'fa7a and then Geral and Frances mowed to 
Park Vilage, & mobile home court in Mount 
University and joined the regular army. He has 
‘wounded Dickie naw a Colonel, with 
NATO. stationes in Turkey and has one 
‘Saughter Maren, 

completing high schoo, mariea Wayne Lalay 
fand has one san, Sean. Pat went back ta schoo! 
fnd obtained a door in Special Education and 
fe now working la Pubic Relations with T 
Corporatio 


NELSON, GLEN AND PEARL 
Frank and Doris Nelson. Ho was born Apri 2, 
4831, in Bentley andes lveein the Rainy Cree 
pparent’s heme. played an important part in 
Gan's ary Io. along with the ehureh, wos 
Itted hockey and ball games, skating parts, 
Concerts and ienics When Gien was In gage 
dollars a month for this task. y 

“en's Koon interest in nockey started at an 
carly age. Every noon hour and recess wore 
Sport ether playing the game or clearing and 
flaoding the le in preparation. He payed with 
the Rainy Creak team until he attended high 
choo! in Red Deer, where he played Juvenile 
ons ofthe Western Canada Junior Leegue, ne 
harens and later with Bentley. He enjoyed 
‘aching for many years and now plays adit. 
lent brand of hockey with the Bentley Ol 
Tiers 

‘ster completing rade nine atthe Garni 
school, Glan went 10 Red Deer for his high 
Schoo! education. The Lindsay Thurber Com 
posite High ‘Schoo! was completed in 197, 

















when he was in grade eleven. He stayed ia the 
time Lack ofa senoo! bus systom made it if 
and board, which was twenty dollars a month 
On June 19, 1956, Glen married Pear! 
He uit their house that year nN E, 
1382 laboratory technologist a the Royal A 
Hed Deer Municipal Hosptal where she was 
the only T'was a raltively new fed nthe 
tities. Since 1961, she has worked part time at 
Parsons Clinic in Red Deer 
Glen and Peat have four cilren, Bradley 
Gia, barn July 4.1865 efarming with is dad 
‘They have a grain and hay operation. Brad has 
his plot's eence and enjoys owning plane, n 
partnership with his dad and brothern-la 
Pri dane Luanne, born October 18, 195, 
married ta Phil Moore, san of Max and Agnes 
Moor, formerly of Boney. Phil and Jane farm 
Inthe Suneet district, wat of Batley. Jane has 
taught at the Bentey Ur-Sr. High School. On 
‘Rugust 1961, ther gon, Floss Pip, was born 
Hoy Joan, born June 12,1960, has attended the 
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University of Alberta fortwo years and is now in 
tho faculy of Socal Welfare at tha University 
0! Calgary. Boveriey Gall. bon November 12 
1862, enrolled inthe faculty of Education at 
the fea Deer College, majoring in Physical 

‘Glen and Pearl have always taken an active 
part in church and community erpanieations At 
Bretont, Gion j= an elder and Pears board 
member of the Bentley United Church, Glen 
built. He helped to form the Gull Lake Gas Co- 
‘ps which Brought natural gas to therural areas 
treasurer for aix years. He @ delegate to tne 
Bilberta Wheat Poot and a member of he La- 
combs Hospital Boar, 








NELSON, stmt 
By sim Nelson 

Jim Nelson was born May Sr, 1946, tnotast 
fof the chiliren Bom fo Frank and Dore Neleon, 

Mo took al his schooling at Bentley. 

shim took up farming with his daa, and his 
brother Gen, in 1966, 

‘After his iathors passing, ne took over the 
home farm, on the N.€ 52-98-1-¥.5th, tha has 
been nomesteaded by his grander in 90%, 

‘Working and farming this black, produc 
te soll isa real enjoyment 

in 974 nemariagPatila Motord. Pat was 
born at Rocky Mountain House and took her 
Schooling thee. In 1950 her fles moved to Bon 
tiey. Pat warked in ed Deer fortwo years, 
fore making her home i the Rainy” Cresk 
Asti. They have wo chilsron; David, born 
‘Rag. 11th, 1972 and Kurt, born May 2ng 1977 

‘Thee hobbies sre camping tralering. cu 
‘na ard ig game mtg 0 aking pan 

“lim has been on the Elks Rodeo Commits 
from beginning 

















NELSON, KENNETH NELS 
By Emest Wyatt 

Kenneth Nel Nelson was born Apri 9, 
1905, he sloventh chico Nels and Maren Ne 
ton, Hs eary years were spantin attending the 
Carr School in Rainy Creek detriet- Kenneth 
lett farm with his father aftr the death of hs 
‘mother on October 5, 1920, Nels Nelson toak 
Kenneth and Geral te Mount Vernon, Washing 
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tom to lv in 1928, However, the American way 
wea not fo bo his for In the winter of 1924 he 
Teturned to the farm and thon enrolled in the 
Molar Senool of Barbering, Aer hisraining be 
feturned home to the farm tO work In Syivan 
Lake atthe Co-op lore. The ext few years wer 
spent helping withthe farming on the far 
farm 

Ti 1928 Keoneth struck out on his own. He 
lived on the Bil Peterson place (now Garry 
Peterson's nome quarter). Kenneth had sur 
‘eyed the countrysise eareluly Tor 8 compa- 
nian and on January 18, 1603 he mattied May 
Marie Norby of the Sumi ake ditt wth Es 
ther May's sister, and Floyd Nelson stancing 
Up for them. The day was cold and the wing 
ha blown al of the roads fl of dts, but all 
the families of both parties were tre, with 
Nelson and Wyats trom Rainy Gresk crossed 
‘Sivan Lake in the sigh, footwarmers at their 
feet, robes over their taps but enthusiastic 

iKeneath fos is ridetotne Peterson farm 
In tne epring the Forster house which ad been 
moved from Sylvan Lakes north shore f0 sit 
{cross the road irom the orignal Carri homes 
fead was uprooted egain and taken to the quer- 
ter by tho river (SW10-40-1 WS). This quarter 
was owned by Frank Nelson, 

Abarn was builtin the 0 tradition of barn- 























bulloing-abee. The adze was used to taten the 
Silgand relatves hauled hesuperstucure into 
piace and nae it together. After the Diz was 
ver everyone enjoyed @ pot luck luneh and 
Supper tired, bul the work was done 

he could haul water more easly tothe stock ans 
‘roadway was bultdown thehil below the barn 
the lower lat The ver played an important part 
Intarm ie foritprovdedwsterforthe stock and 
tiso @ large swimming pool for everyone "0 

th 1948 Ken rentod two quartors (NES 

Ws and $W2-40-1 5) trom Kati Farell He 
tontinued to farm these two quarters Until De 
feted In 187, 

Theat yoars on his farm wore aificult for 
they! ned. an abundances of water Howing 
through the farm, the lineman Fer, Out thay 
had no well for drinking water, Kon wont to 
for water for some years. When the crldren 
farted shoot a well was dios 

Every year Ken and May entertained the 
Nelson family descendants and friends 8 
huge bon te in the pasture just south ofthe 
house. Everybody but huge pyramid of ry 
(wood trom the surrounding bushes. Hot dogs 
find marshmallows wore served to everyone at 
fer around of ball or horeesoes, Through the 
Years this became a tradition and there were 
‘iwaye 60 or 6D people present enjoying the 
hospitality nd frenehip of ends 

‘Lyle was born January 15, 1940 and Cyril, 
November 12, 1982 Both boys were bom inthe 
Bentley Hospital 

“The boys attended Bentley Schoo! which 
was four miles away, They ware bth intrested 
In playing nockey, so. many evenings wore 
Spent taking them to games” Around the farm 
nee was never a ack of exciting toys to Play 
wath: Both boys wore talented when working 
Of tractors, tucks and. Buldings, threshing 
‘machines and the lower end of the garden a 
‘rays eaw everyone playing inthe ait having a 
(008 time bulsing roads, dams, hauling ai, 

Lyle mariad Glenda Evane of Red Door 
November 20, 1985 and is presenty a Survey 
Engineer for Calgary Power in Calgary. They 
have twa chllgren Kimberley Ann, bom May 8, 
4808 and Jetrey Mark, December 1, 1970, 


























‘cyt marriag Joyce Jensen of the Ho- 
rmegien District on November 28, 1985. Cys 
presently an Anaiyst at the Rimbey Gas Pant 
Gy ana Joyce have two children. Kisdeans 
Kim bom Octobe: 7, 1967, and Nicole Dya 
orn Apri 1,18 

Everyone that passed by Ken and May's 
home was made abundantly welcome. 

In 1974 Ken and May mavedta the Westview 
Seniors Aperiments in Bento. 

“Addenda to Kenneth Nelton History 

ripute to Aunt May ane Uneie Ken 

I eel tne vital static alone would not 
finipaly exprass this couple's contribution to 

‘During the years the most pleasant memo: 
Uncle Ken and Aunt May's 

‘Warm buns and exduiste cakes wore 
‘canned from her eos! and wood stove and the 
fenfhusiaim ang genuine caring that you were 
set with upon entering ther humBle Home a 
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‘waya made you with fora etura vst 
aunt May ioved the birss hat ult nests 
ear her nome: she would eal fo them with & 
"eneerup" t0 lat them know that she Knew 
vere ey were. Flowers wore also cost toner 
id her Kinnese and lowing concern were 
shower of sweetness” 0 
"fo be part of Uncle Ken ang Aunt May's 
{amity wae much like a memorabie pitch game, 
{ul of biddng, teks, ana the Bubsling laugh 
ter ofa winning hand. 
{God Bless thom botht 
writen by Ernest Wyatt 








NELSON, MAMIE SELLE 
By Elva (Yeses) Ferrer 

Mamie was born, the fourth daughter of 
Me, and lrg. Nei. Nelson, on September. 
the fourth 120, in Pipestone, Minnesota, Se 
ame with the family to Alberta wen she was 
{wo years of age and grew a womanhood In 
the Rainy Crenk istic, south of Bentley 
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‘She took a commercial course at Mount 
Royal College, Calgary and pan graduating 
twas employed atthe collage for some time 
{ter coming to Lacombe, sho was employed 
by the fm of Jonn MeKenty for several years 
She gave up that work and went in training fora 
urge et Lamont Public Hospital, graduating 3s 
‘0d medal of har clas in 1920. She was me 
{ton of the George MeOougalHospital stSmoxy 
Like for four youre rom July, 1890, to Novem 
bor, 1895. She, with the assistance of Elva 
YYeetes, classmate, operated the Hospital et 
Sylvan Lake for 1 years fore her death 00 
Sine &. 1837. The hospital was startea in Fe 
Druary, 1996, nr MeCrmmon's nouse, tak 
ing over fom a Mrs. Stackhouse. Later thernext 
May we moved inia a larger Nome of Mrs 
Faker ang had our opening on Kay 12, 1935, 
the first hospital day over in Sylvan Lake, 
‘ahich tas really quite an event, Mae's fm 
iy helped us serve tea (a al the guest. 

‘Mamie was without a doubt my very best 
ton, 

Written by Elva (Yeates) Frcer 
Haier, alta 


NELSON, MARIUS 
Marius Nelgon marriea Ava Burger. d2ugh 
tor ot tir and Mrs. SM. Burger, atthe home oF 
hor parents at Rainy Greek (where Claronce 
Woods now lves) on January 21-1018. Aftera 
short residence in Rainy Creek ney moved to 
Empire, California, where Ava’ parents had in 
thermeantime, moved, Marius worked as ear 
enter. In the spring of 1919 both famies, 
‘moved io Macdailin Butte Valley wnerethnemen 
‘worked in the timber During that summer he 
Burgers returned to Alberta, andin August Ma 
lus and Ava returned to Empire where ne was 
gain a carpantar Their eldest daughter, 
tmaca, was bom there ina Mocesta hospital 











years thay lived on several different farms: th 
former Wel Carruthors arm, then where Floys 
‘Murray Bigam famly tater lea fr many years 
tn 1929 they moved to the Carl Histad (now 
Brink fan spontsometimecnthe former Jona 
Non (row Duncan) fam, and thon again to 
the Hist farm, During this timo seven rore 
Chien were Bom ta them - Samuel Marius 
bom December 1921, passed away November 











1992, following an operation; Violet Mamie, 
April 1925) Vincent Emerald, January, 1026 
‘Vincent gave his fa fr ie county ins plane 
‘rash over Belgium in November. 1944 He is 
ured in Germany. Kathiean lia was bom 
“Jenuary, 1950; Andrew Wayne, dune 193: Wal 
ier Warren, December, 1990, and Nels Sydney 
november 1938 
In March, 1961, the Nelgons sold out and 
movado Syvan Lake where Marius worked for 
lg Bjornson in a welding hop. Later thal year 
they moved to Red Deer There Marius worked 
Frank Thomosor's auto wrecking fortwo and 
‘one-half years at Lion Oil for four yous; a 
Lovin’ blacksmith shop for three and one 
half years, ang then in carpentry at Penhold 
In 1956 tho family moves to Edmonton and 
4 year later 10 an sereage at Clyae, Alberta 
‘Thore he worked as caretaker, aarayman. and 
Tater at carpentry until heath brought ete 
tment They then bought a mebile home and 
resige 
[Aimess martied Lester Johnson in 1840, 
“Tey had two sone ang one eaughter, meds 
passed away in June, 1960, 
‘Violet married Jo Niblock in 941 anathey 
had two sora anc one caughter Joe ana Violet 
Kathleen mariag Alan Cameron in 1951 
tives at Edmonton, and had one son and two 
‘daughters 
‘Ancrew married Agnes Cutie in 1956, nad 
fone daughter ang three sons and lives near 
Wostioce 
Nols married Annette Busutln 1050, ves 
at Grmahw, and nad two daughters 
The Nelsons celebrated thee filth anak 
vereary in 1908 at their aughter Kathleen's 
home at Edmanton with family andmany tienes 
fand relatives attending. Ten years later they 
fgain had an enjoyable dy as hey celebrated 











NELSON, NELS AND MAREN 

Nola and Maten Nelson, both natives of 
Denmark, were married in Nebraska In 1885, 
fnd later ved some time at Pipestone, Mione- 
Sota, In sory 1002. afor reading a letter trom 
rs.Carit (a former Nebraska neighbor oling 








of tein Alberts, Mr. Nelson came that spring to 
Took the country over He liked what he saw, 
flag on a homestead. and cut loge fara house 
before returning home. In September of that, 
Yyoar ne maved thera with his family. setting n 
the Rainy Creek District south-west of Bantiey 
fn NEE 22-381-5 where Jim Nelson presently 
their belongings, his sons Fro 1, nd John, 
Edin. Maria, Emma, Frenk. snd Mamie long 
wit another nephew. Henny Peterson, were to 
Tallow by passenger car. When the immigrant 
fan inspector fold Mr Nelsan that only one per- 
on could rideineach suchcar se Henry andthe 
two boys were ltbehing,pracealypenmiless, 
fll they "seratened up" enough money to et 
Tickets to Lacombe, areuing there September 

"Posy hired a rig to drive tham tothe Carri 
home. There the Nelsons and the two Henrys 
‘ayed fr the next st wooks Sintean ce attr 
therrarrval Mrs. Neleon gave ith toner mint 
child, Alberta with ony Mrs. Ca 
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experienced, stending her. A targe garden, wild 
fame. {ish and daly breed-bakingtegtnese two 
families as well as our bachelors for whom they 
also dia baking, 20 in all The Nelson family 
moved iter that flo the newly bul log ome 
born in Apri, 1905, and san Gerais in October, 
1907. sen, Joseph, born In 1011 led anly a 

Having been trained as 2 professional 
backemith, and doing this work while ling in 
the United Stats, Mr Neleon didnot adapt well 
to the last of eiearing an breaking land orto 
farm work and found Ne could oars more to 
ward the upkeep of his family by working a 
nls operating ablacksmith sop there. He was 
fio a land guide for quite sometime, snowing 
Tand to prospective sete. 

‘Near tragedy occurred in the summer of 
1807 whan he brought one ofthese families fo 
his home. young ton of his famiy Nada re 
Beating rife with which he has been shooting 
Sparrows. Thinking the gun empty, he care 
Tessy pulled te rigger the gun reo, the bul 
striking Frank, then rine years old nthe fore 
Could be performed. He wae cared tor at home 
land was ina compete come for several dys. 
His improvement rom {hen wea slow but steady 
His speech was somewhat impaired for sme 
ime, but he wae able to return to schoo! the 
following January. Many years later an 
reveal the bullet lodged ns kil but 
Tower lettihand side. Surely a miracle tat he 
‘Sived bullet passing trough hs head 
fone winter The next year. 1812 he Bult a new 
frame nouse into which they moved jul Before 

Me. Nelson and nis neighbor, JC. Cart 
uned.aneo! he tratthreshinamachines tbe 
trict and thesned for farmers. slong the 
Blindman Valley, for many years. Nels Nelson 
{gave the plot of land on whlch ine Rainy Creok 
‘hutch was built and helped withthebulaing of 
i He was on the oneal board for some time 

Emma Nelson payed the organ, and mast 
young people gathered tore for an evening of 
music ane games, 

‘0 thoi family 

Mort marred Tom Carri, December, 
































Mr. Mis. Noe S Noor rea ar Damion Day Cel 
chro. LvoR Mex Nouon ling oth Mata 
“ohn Recon 









rs Tom Cora 





1908 tay now ress there 
Fred marled Mary Cari, January, 112 Mamie. ‘Bella Nelzon took a. secretarial 





Egith marnod Ed Forster, October. 1008, 
Sohn marieg Margaret Mati, June, 1914 
Marios maried Ava Burger, January. 1018 
Emma married Douglas Wyait March, 1825 
Frank marred Doris Wyatt, January 8.1828 
‘Averta married Gordon Wyat., January 6, 

026 
Kenneth maried May Norby, January, 1933 
Gerald married Frances iter, Jone, 1985 
By 1819 is. Nelson's heath wes gradually 

tating. She died at ther nome in October, 1820. 
In 1909 Mr, Nelson married Ms. Julia 

hobs, a widow with two chidren, Bernard an 

Puig, fom the Lacombe distil They moved 

fo Mount Vernon, Washington, to make their 

homo, He died there in 1942 
Gerald Nelson joined nis fathor in Mount 

Vernon ang he and his wife stil reside there. 

They had two ehleren, Richard and Patricia 

purchase! the home fam, angie son Jimand 











course at tour Royal Calleein Caan, on 
peneipalOr Kirby. Later shetrainesasanurse 
Et the United Cruron Hospta in Lamont, A 

Seria, graduating in 1829. She wae matron atthe 
‘Smoky Lake hospitalforeometimme,endshe and 
A fiend operated asmal hospital at Syivan Lake 
inthe mia 1820. During ths time she bul a 
{cottage onthe noth shore ot Syvan Lake near 
the weet end ofthe presont Pentecostal Camp I 
Sn many happy times were spent tare by ar 
iiyana frends, She passed away in June 1897 








NICHOLSON FAMILY 

‘Sam Nicholson arived at Lacombe eariy 
In 1000, with his fatherinla, Neon Crook. 
fandothermalemembers ofthe family Lato that 
Same summer the wives and families folowed 
them from Ontario. Sane wife, Mill and their 
{our ehidren Woriend. not yet schoo age, the 
two li gil, Nita ang Faye, and baby Hal 
joined Sam onthe homestead (SE 50-40-27 4}, 


‘The arcival of an ordained minister nthe com: 
munity dit not go unnoticed (Sam nad been & 
Methodist preacher in Ontario). Record show 
that he Rev S. Nicholson ofeated athe mar 
lage of Charles Archibald Putland and Win 

hitfod Luke Boyer at Botley on teny 22,1005, 
‘Tho witnesses wore John 8. Taylor and Herbert 
‘Sam and Mile moved int the log house onthe 
lake shore on NE 14-81-1 WS, ically known as 
the Jones Place” Warlend end Nita were now 
grown up. both away from home, teaching 
choo), and cid not make the move with thee 
Parents Faye ang Ha, both attending school in 
{Cicambe, finished the year out, "batehing’ in 
Lacombe, sharing accomodation with Jean and 
CCampbet witler (initer years many tales wore 
Told about he adventure skating home across 

Inthe spring of 1916 Hallet schoo! to join 
his fetner on she form. Faye continued on 10 
higher educction. Sam Mill, ana Halmovedto 
SSW 14-41-15 (the Rei place) As well, they 
aoquied SE 16-41-15 fa CPR, quarter) 
Seroes the road fom the home place. Hal ho: 
mmasteaded NE 11-41-15. Sam ane Hal went 
Into a mixed farming operation withthe empha- 

Early In 1918, after High school, Normal 
School, and a year or two of facing schol, 
FayacamonometomarryR.Hulton'ss0n, Ray 
the oticiating Honors (The Hution Family Hie 
101) appears alsewnere inthis Book) 

Stator in 1819 Warland came Nome trom 
overseas. and onthe 1th of October, mercies 
his swesthear, Marie Backum. ‘They set up 
housekeeping on the farm up on the il just 
south ofthe nomepiace, Worn homesteaded 
INE 25-41-1-W5 under special provisions mace 
{or exceorvcemen Thenheretires toms 79: 
nal profession = senoal Yoaching - at Oxford 
‘Schootinthe village of Boney, From there Wor 

“and Marie moves to more lucrative teach 
ing els, though heretained the ttle tohis farm 
{or many years. 

‘Schoo! teaching figured largly inthe ves 
cof the Nenolson sons and daughters. The alder 
fe all became teachers: Hal marred Anna 
Watson, the Ecmonton gi who taught at 
‘Chapel School in the winter of 1824, The ram 
Bling old railroad brown house on the home 














353 


place was clivided to make an early version ata 
Supiex. Hore Hal brought hi Bride in August, 
1926. Their two daughters wero born in the 
Bentley hospital - he one on man stret jst 
lp the hill fom the United Chorety Eni in 
827, and Dorothy In 1800, 

‘As time want on, th farming operation x= 
panded. Hal and Ann bought pedigreed Jersey 
Eattle- anew innovation inthese part, Inthe fl 
‘011990 Lillian Leiske ater Neumeter joined the 
famiy, Keeping the hometires burning, while 
‘Anna taught at Outiet Schoo! 








‘By 1834 Sams advancing age andi health, 
and the deopening depression and arava, 
Broughton the demise othe father-son farming 
fentorprise. Hal and Anna end their two Hits 
‘Saughters [ofthe district to continue farming 
‘ear Mania, Sam an Mille moved to Edmon 
{on where they operated a comer store for 8 
time Before ty retires 

Inthe early 1940, Nita and her husband 
Manley Cumberland, with ther young son, Ha 
ley, moved Irom Leeda to farm an the mar 
dian, south of the highway. Tho two sistors Nita 
land Faye, were agen ving within sight ofeach, 

‘Sam and Mile passea away in Edmonton, 
‘Sam in 1945 an Mile in 1988, Faye ded in 1954 
land s bured in Bentley: Halin 1968 in Westioc, 
Nita in 1978, n Lacombe, but fs buried in Ben” 
tly. Worlena, the eldest, lec in 1979 in Ca 
‘ery. Ray Hutton and Manley Cumberland are 
fo gone, now. Maris esa nursing home in 
Calgary (1980). Anna has ner own home ana is 
active m community afar in Westock 

The thd generation has scattered. Lee 
Huron ves in Montreal Worleng’s sone are in 
Calgaty and on the west coast. Hale ony son, 
Gary, le In upstate Now York. But the lure of 
Blindman Valley nas been strong. Norva Hutton 
Landry and Gwen Hutton Livingston ave both 
feturmed ‘nome’ Harley Cumberland Ives on 
the fem that his parents bought when he was & 
‘oy. End Nicholson Fitzsimonds and Dorothy 
‘Nicholson Orbeck are frequent vistors in the 











‘The name has gone trom the vallay, but the 
family Ives on In 1895 Jock Turnbull fk over 
the "Nicholson place”. In 1980 Sam's ana Mi 
lio’ great grandson, Len Landry and Jock Tutn- 
bulls granadaughter, Jean, were marred and 
have made their nome in Bently. 
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NIEMELA, ARVIE 


Avia Niemela marie Hija Talsonon Doc. 
15tn 1838, andshorly after, setied onthe north 


eng of Syivan Lake, 


In 1949 they moved to Bentoy, wn 





As 


sul resides, He fe mostly remembered by his 


M8 Ms 














carpentry work that he has done inthe dstet 
‘though he has Boen ried for 8 numberof 
Yoara be sil takes a great interest In his wore 

Hetil keope quite busy balding shelves 
land cupboards, and just about anything else 
that he ean 

Avie and Hija raise two daughters 

‘Mabel Eastwood is Inwyer ling In Van 
couver, B.C. She had thee daughters 
aughtor and they lve in Lacombe. 

Hija Nomla passee away in 1970, 











NYGAARO FAMILY 

‘By Esther Vig 

My mother Gunhild Nygsard sales tom 
Nowway, pil 1842, and eame to Ponoka, as 
that is where our inher was employed. He 
worked for my Uncle Ole Kraft H was some 
Join im He was earing $1.00 day. We were 
fortunate that the Titanic was over loxded #0 
berg and 1,700 people ost thai ves, 

There were seven of us ehldeen renging 
tuom 2s t0 18 yrs: Chari was the edest, nen 




















Poly, Thor, Inga, Gustav, Esther and Mary. 
Weitedeastot Ponoka for yeas. Alitlemore 
than yea later we hac ababy sstor, Mabon 
1914 mother was a widow. In tho summer of 
1815 mother anaherBchilarencameto Bontoy 
And settled 10 mies west. where Prylis Ae 
Strong now lives nae not very ol then, but 
{an wall remember the morning of August 935, 
lien wo left our Grandmas place whch was 18 
Imiles northeast of Ponoka (Asker) Welef about 
lam. by team and ight wagon, Wehag quite a 
bit of householé goods, ete I 160k us all day 
land arivedat Mr snd Ms. Goe Pedersons aftr 
‘ark Wespent the night with them. The next ay 
Se gol prety well etl. My two Brothers hag 
taken # couple of cows and calves a day or two 
Dolor, the calves inthe wagon anc the cows 
would follow. They were caught naterrbierain 
‘orm on Sunset Hil Sothey hasauitea trip. My 
‘ster Mery ana! walked to Sunset schoo which 
was four miles each way. We wore so happy 
Wea we got 8 ria once ina while, Net many 
‘ars on the road then, The Wine family lived 8 
Inile or so closer to school ang we often had a 
fide with Annie and Andy ntheitwo-nboel cart 
land ons horse. These werenaratimes, can ell 
femember there wore tmos when wo just hac 
pork drippings and sugar fr our school lune. 














‘Selma and Agnes Holman ware good tous and 
they would trade us a nice place of chocolate 
‘cake fore aandvich which was really teat for 
tis Aloo, Mr 8 Mre. Jack Anderson gave 
Motor a hal a pig so we nad meat fora wil, 
Mary and loved to stay overnight at the home 
fof the Andersons, as Wey had such good 
meals. One day my mother walked all the way 
Spend a couple of days with us and do some 
Sewing for us gis. weant easy to feed and 
{ress eight enidren 
TMy brother Chari enlisted in 1916. That 
was a shock for Mather, But he oid it <0 he 
ould send money home to help ner. can re 
vember the day when Jon Lyle Robinson 
‘ur neighbor came over with a telegram Irom 
‘verseas. Charlie was shell gassed. and Bind 
But he was one of the lucky ones and he Hive 
ttvough til the end of the war. So we were all 
50 happy. especialy tne day ne cams home, 
We mage several moves ving in Gilby and 
aso in Bontiey where mother hada restaurant 
fora unite As we al grew older we wont out to 
work, Chari ana theatre in Bante fr awl, 
then ne went tothe States whore ne got maried 
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ow 8 years oe andivesin the Ezkville Manor. 
He never missed a tip homo every year 1036 

Mother and ussistrs and brothers which was & 
$3400 mile rouné tp. Thor also lives the 
Eckeile Manor Poly was marie to Martin En. 

{gen ane hag 5 children. She fs now inthe Fed 
Beor Avaiiary Hospital. Inga Torgorson is & 
‘widow and nae one daughter and @ son. She 
Ives In Vancouver. Gus marries Emme Johnson 
tnd they nave ason and daughter They Ive 
okie, marred Melvin Vig and we lve in 
Bentley, We naa 8 sons, but lost Elmar in 1963. 
Mary matied Oscar Vig and they had one son 
fand two daughters, Mary passee away in 1878 
‘Mabel maried Cassius Engen and had ane son 
find one daughter. They aso lve in Betley. We 
duo had a hal sister, ae Mother marti Anton 
fs gis, Aloe wae in the Rod Deor Provincia 
Senool where she passed away in 1961 











Many memories go through my mind, but 
would take untoa much space, We must say we 





re happy t0 live in the nicest lite town in 
Alberta Bentey 


NATHAN, JOHN AND ROSINA 
By Alma Bea 
John anc Rosina Nathan came to Alberta 
from North Dakota in 1908, setting inthe Bo 
"Before selling i Bente, nthe Gul Lake 
isin 1891. they had ied in Lacombe, 
Alberta, Catoria, and Calgary. 
“Thoy had three caughter daughters: Hat 
norge who lived in Calgary. and Alma 
‘ama took pat‘ ner high schoo! In Ban 
thy, then went back te Calgary. She married 
Sohn Bea, and they recently retired o Victoria, 





In Calgary 

“John Nathan died in Bentey in 193 
age of 68 

Fosina Nathan dein Calgary in 1965 atthe 





OBORNE, CLARENCE HENRY & FAMILY 
By Ralph U, Oborne 

‘The Clarence Henry Oborne family de- 
lesined at Lacombe Ny 7, 3808, arving frm 
the Slate of Wisconsin, U.S.A. Our dad hag 
‘made two land seeking is into theProvinceot 
Manitoba the Teretoras of Assnibois snd A 
Boma, ist in 1909 an again in 1905 to finally 
haose she west hal of Section 18-41-96, 
‘hat was for eal in the Cantervew avea, NW. 
of Bentley 

Grandparents Oborne hed emigrated trom 
England in 1858 and rlsed ther thee sone n 
‘the Milwaukee - Mukwonago area of he Sta 
(ur ded. the eldest of the three sons, had a 
tengeney to 8 bronchial afiction attributes to 
the damp airolf nearby Lake Michigan, causing 
rim much distress as a young man, to finaly 
Torce him to lea forthe drier Cotrada = Now 
Draska region wherethe rubiecubsided, Yi 
Iater en his wo brotharsmarriegandwenton 
‘thar own, Grandad persusded Daa fo rturh to 
Wisconsin to take over the oe farm at Mukwo- 
hago Mother’ family. the Semmes more org- 
Inaly fom the eer Dutch colony af cancaster, 
NY. Stat, and nad lived some ity years Tew 
miles cistant on the opposite side of the town 
from the Obornes. Grancmotner Obome, be. 
ing il, Mother nad been engaged temporsiy 
to keep hause for her ang in this atmaephera, 
‘hon Dad returned from Nobraska, wasnt 
Tong betore Wother war permanent “enga 
‘900" It semed sad hatin Dad's new positon 
Sing happiness he bronchial trouble began to 
feturm and when no velit could be foreseen 
the ola farm wae sold an we atved uneven. 
fully a8 near aur destination as ho train cauls 
take us an Dass <6th birthoate anniversary 

‘We were delayed neara month in Lacombe 
when the "Seton's Effect right car was er 
Foneously held up for Customs in Calgary But 
tnhen twas roiessedwith apologies, and several 
two day tp loads of housahold goods trans- 
Portedby asm and wagon tothe new home, the 














family was brought out. Dad, age as stated 
Grandad Oborne age 70, (Grandmother had 
jesseg on in 1902) Mother and we thee Soy 
Ralph, the ides, nearing 5 years, brotha 
Mori 23 and Fay months, no smal Burden 
fon paren sooking a Rew home under prim 
tie conditions 

The lad chosen had been owned by a Mr 
Ccastlaman and bis brother-in-law a Bi. War 
ner. There was a log house on each quarter 
fad we ved in the small Warmer house during 
the summer while the largr Castleman house 
was being mage even larger ta accomodete 
the family 

(Our nearest neignbors were he 
family, the Wildman a mile north, 
fone nearby, SW, the Miles not ar south 
bacnelor Holbrook, the Matthews and Sains, 
tasiwarg and south Friendships grew pin 
those daye when neighbors were most hep to 
ach other Getting setiag, Grandad ang 
Mother woreighly plessed with Dad'schoice ot 
locetion deep black so, water table high, and 
the rainy season made the verdant fret 
‘grasses Xnee deep: wild flowers In prot! 
Rillsige ara swemp fruit in abundance: a8 
‘ame birds andanimals no end. OF the 220 acres 
nly about twenty had beon cutvatod eo that 
Dad and Grandad eventualy “cleared” another 
two hundred. The land wasn't too treed or 
brushy but the Diamong Willow clumps werent 
the easiest things to root out with the hand 
‘operstod equipment of the day. Having but one 
team of horses Dad hired thetreaking done and 
for most ofthe years o 1925 he specializes In 
‘rowing tame hay to feed hs cate herd. Many 
wore the fons of hay we boys nelped ut, ake 
Mack, and haul to the feed yard as nowded 
during our growing up years 

(One reminisens on the contrast of life 
conditions. then and now. Then no rural 
‘lctrication to provide the many blessings of 
Today, no propane gas for heating and cooking, 
(Other contributors to the Book will no doubt 
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(CH. Obore and on Me 


‘mention the severe winter of 1906-07. Dad and 
moighbor, Mr Cox, epert most of ther lisure 
{ime during the winter cutting ang hauling 
firewood trom tna mil distant timeer bel. Alito 
be sawed and spit by hand. Automatic heating 
Of the time was parents geting up at two Nour 
intereals during the night rebuileing fires to 
oop houses habitable. Two day trip, onet go 
nd one to come, t0 haul farm produce to 
tcombe and in summer betore roads were 
improved. farmere would travel two oF more 
together to help ech other through diticut 
Sections of ran soaked ads. Doctors many 
miles away, s0 neighbors shared concerns and 
{idea sach other in any way able. We boys 
“woke many mornings ta find Mather missing, 
tobe tole that"so ands" nad ababy bother oF 
Mister, arrive during the night. Breakasts 
there and I recall on ane occasion when (was 
hearing the threshold of more understanding 
‘making inguiy of Oad owl was that babies 
More so oten born atright Dad cian rkrow but 
‘pined in his dra way that perhaps it hag 
Something to do with when the order was 
placed” Dad too, might be missing, as Ne was 











rearing rom Bey i 185, 


handy as veterinary and would be called when 
fnimals were in rouble For alongtimetunerals 
‘would be taken care of bythe commun. the 
vromen would prepare the deceased for Dural 
Una the men take are ofthe rest. As life ever 
wos, entertainment and happiness one day of 
week. tagedy or near tregedy might flow the 

i startedtoattendschoolat Cantervow. one 
quarter mile south of ou farm hore, in Sept. 
oor, and the evening betore (this pleasant 
memory sil lingers inthe mind) Mrs. Cox and 
Saughtors visited us to present me with a5 
Pat Burrs lard pal for @ cinnor bucket, also 
Mother was assured that daughters Isa and 
Mabel who ad attended the term before 
teovld Wook after ma. Mary Ioela Cale, lator 
firs Jesse Evernaon, wa my frst teacher Thus 
formal educalionbepan, double crpenter-made 
fests, slates with water batts, the wall maps 
find glade the wood stove that could take a hal 
f ralway te in length the sectional Bookcase 
fd the book therein - The Tales of Ole Grovce 
land Romo thal fascinated me when progressed 
far enough to reed, and. the Alexandra Readers 
with thelr intersting stories and poems. Fond 











memories etined of the Reeders, and working 
{he only right shifts here in the Oilfield | 
‘ecupied myself memorizing the pooms frst 
ontated inthe For entertainment there were 
ne school concerts at Christmas time, the Box 
Socials and community dances hol in all the 
ural schoots Pleasing ata Preparing for one 
s2hool concen, I think about 1932, the teacher 
ueried the parents, cous anyone loan an 
‘rgan forthe occasion? Mr. Cox astounded al 
present at the sor of parent-teacher meeting 
She had extonaed Invitation, by saying, "You 
frderan organ from Estons and | wl pay or 
Catalogue price, $2750.Such was done and we 
had. music 10. sing. hymns by. rom that 
CGrvistmas on. believe Eimer Calkins has the 
same organ, salvaged and reconaitioned In 
his museum after along and useful ile, inst. 
Tey to hold a servi i the school. Someone. 
‘would loan them a horse and buggy to eve 
eight miles ang attendance would oten be 
sparse due to uncertainty oftheir coming, and 
Grandad, being known for his deep religious 
sympathies, they would usualy come to our 
house for dinner or lune tore setting out to 
feturn. One minister gave us advice used to 
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this day. Dad had been trying to grow raspber= 
ries, ha sot out two lang rows four years pre- 
Wows but no boris, The minster had Boen to 
Agncutura! Cotloge and told us that they were 
biennial, canes must be trmmed down. 19 
preserve from wintr kil The next year wa had 
more raspbernes than we Could pick 

‘Tho saddest thing, | think, that ever 
‘ceurred in the Centorview community was 
len its, Cox was taken away in 1910. She wat 
So wel ikea that was a blow for years to every 
family that knew nor Near tragedy came to aur 
home in Apri 1918 when our mather stepped 
fan injured plank of the cug well platform 
rear the house and, the plank giving way. she 
{all ito the well Work horses, a ow days ar 
Hor, drinking at the trough had inadvertently 
Stepped on the plank to crack stand in the 
busy spring seston it hagn't been repaires 
Brother Ray, by what might be termed a fick 
of an eyelash, Saw her fall thvough the plat 
form ard raises the alarm, Dad, who had 2 
Stped ght le, Somehow got cown het 
the cold pipe ana managed to te a rope 
round her unger arms that we passed to him 
(ur ural phone had been installed the Fal bo- 
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fore ang Mr. Cox and the two Evernden boys, 
Don and Paul, on the Adamson Place came 
within minutes to eect the rescue. Three boys 
Yet, 89 would surly have been parerias In 
{few minutes excapt forthe telephone ana the 
fesovers, for Dad could nol have gripped the 
ald pipe much longer (18 tof water below 
fim) "and Mother "was unconscious when 
rough to the surface, But again, ie goes on 

‘Weboye utedto gettogatoLacambeabout 
‘once a year ans ve often Sai that fr we url 
Jumors fo sll coal smoke and see the stoam 
fraine was 9 teat of high order. One day 19 
migsummer of 1996 Dad came home fom a 
Usual two day tp ta Lacombe and in the midst 
bt supper casually asked, how wouldyoutke0 
See circus tomorrow?" Silence wasintense for 
a Yew moments in unbeliet we had never seen 
‘ne. He continued, "if you can get your chores 
done 0 that we ean get to Bently by 6:0 am. 
{@ twa hour drive inthe democrat @ Me. Erne 
[Grader wil take uso Lacombe in hiscar 21912 
Ford, andbring usback" Soe nextday wehad 
fur first ear ide and sw a crus. ust wean 
S50 our Dad again to emphasize belstod thanks 

Being near the schoo! tel to Mother and 
‘bad to "boars the teachers for @ number of 
Yyoara and many a pleasant wis was haa with 
{ham nearing abou her ives and homes. Two 
from N.S, Mis Turpin nd Hughen, Miss Daw 
fon from Toronta, even Nelle Thompson frm 











Rainy Creek, and others. Acquaintance 
‘waUlent have progressed very far Beforo Oad 
Would get them into a ather by casually ox 
tmonts would be brought aut and his reply 
trovld be that i is well known that everyone’ 
Ig snorer tat te ht ery sanity 
Showing amusement unt would dawn 
the teacher then would break out 

From 1016 on progress tempo seemed to 
Increase: the iret Worle War was on with activ 
ity, and money suppy increased, wheat $3.00 
Der bu. caugod much cant land to be cult 
fated to supply food forthe Allied efor. Farm 
{rectors and ear became acommon sight Dag 
bougat vs a small tractor,» Forsson, also a 
Used Model T In 1920, considerabo event for 
tne. supposed mechani, and we expanded a 
Dit trom hay to grain growing. n winter Bra, 
Mert and t cid custom grain grinding and 
fewod buzz-eawing with the actor With st 
riots dropped crastcally so that west, cats 
the year bofore. For butting irewood, equ 
‘ment and twa men, $1.50 per hour. The engine 
took 0.5¢ fr fue 
sroup inthe Chapel School area promoted, ne 
fot going a Literary Soci Irving ln 
find the programe became interesting and 
pleasing ears, Ministor Nicholson and Lon 
‘one ocorsion, were ajo int the praside ofa 
team debate, “Tractor versus the horse. My 
fratary ality at he time wast advanced very 
far to "sway the molitude" so despite Minister 
Nicholson's heroic effort to cover the 
Giscrepancy Mr Sugget ana Mis tam pariner 
‘won tho debate. far tha main attraction inthe 
prograns were the returned soldiers, Craig 
Hack one all andione short Whatthey couldnt 
thnk'ot~, English muse hal type One dust 
they composed and alternately sang 
Unfortunately lean recall only part of one verse. 
oom ented, The Girls we don't want "We 
ont want agitwitharunny nose, arunny nose 
{trunny nose, For we're scares she would spoil 
‘ur Sunday clothes" Easily a dazen exceliont 
orsee and ofcourse the last sang together, was 
































8 description of the type they did want, @ 
Baragon ofa the known vituos can silat 
Bonnie Harkins laughter Increasing with each 
verse. The OWei brothers, 10 were excalon 
omedians,Ploasing memories, 

Prices remaining tow in 1823, and with 
interest below par among us boys lor he farm, 
‘Dad took overa small composteCusinessin the 
town, implement ageney. shoot ron, a second 
hand enterprise. We could Keep busy but ater 
five yoare tured out hat | wast the ype for 
Self employment so, placing my future the 
honde of Fete sventualyarved at is. 
Craig's nome ares where | have boen for 
{itytwa years. Bro. Merril came down to 
engege in Olid work ha folowing Sora fo 
humanity in Fob. 198. His widow now spends 
much of her time with widowed sister m 
Vancouver They had no fay. Bo. Roy, and 
wife Eth, more enterprising than we, ved an 
Active teat grain buying, fring, ranching. 
raising tree sors, tore foratmein8.C bat 
Tecently have been attracted back fo good old 
‘Abortato lve at Cremona Schoo teacher wit, 
dean, and ised two Gaughtore who found us 
‘wo fine sorvinclaws. One family ives in the 
Rearby city, the other at Sherwood Park 
‘bora. Seven grandchicton to walsh matuts 
fndstep out into the world, Dad and Mother are 
both inthe Bent comelery avery song a 
sey tet eae a hav conta coe 
the Miles. the Matthews, others May our Best 
Wishes go to all who might remember the 
‘borne family. 














‘OBOANE, LEROY (ROY) 
By Edith Oboene 


Foy Odorne was bom in Wisconsin, USA 
and came othe Bentley asic wits parents 
Mr and Mrs. Clarence Oborne and twobrothors 
Ralph and Merri 1908. Roy arew pan went 
to school in the Centeview cist 

TLesithwas born near Porta, Oregon and 
came with my parent, Mr. and Ms. Kat Linder 
to the Gilby astnct In 1511, whore | grew up 
and went to school. | worked atthe Bark of 
Montreal in Bently tom 1927 until 1991 

Roy and | were marred in 1981 Foy bought 
‘grain for @ number of years, after which we 
farmed ort of Bentley and also inthe Gilby 














MB Mex LR Obie 


istrict before going ranching west andsouth of 
Carstairs We retired in 1964, We moves to 5 © 
winere we lived for twolve year. Now n 980 we 
have moved back to Alberta and are living In 
roman, Alberta, 

We have thee sons, Allan, Boyd ane Gor- 
don 

‘Nan, Mya and six citron vein Back 
Diamond, Albert, 

Boyd, Een 
ona, Alberta 

‘Gordan, Jennifer ané four chitren ve in 
Cremona, Ainerts, 





3d two children ta in Crem 


ODBERG, CHRIS OLE 
Written by Ken Eawaras 

Cris was bom in Oslo, Norway an March 
10,1882. When he was 19 years olghe came 
boat te Vancouver, B.C where he worked nthe 
BC. lagging camps fort year and @ hal ane 
than went to Wisconsin, USA. t work ina 
ogging camp for some Norwegians he knew 
from the old country. White thee he became 
‘ory sick withthe fever but several month ater 





362 


he was woll enough to go back to work logging 
Iter avila he decided that he may ike Alberts 
bates as there were alot of his countrymen In 
tho Bentley area Come to Alberta he lg, 00k 
buthis tzenship papers and fled on homes 
{ead 2 miles south and 6 miles west of Bentley 
tnere he bulla nice home and macied 

‘Gne day when Chris returnes home trom 
town ne found al his bullaings hed burned to 
the ground. He ult new shack andlived there 
for a short tm, then bought a CR. quarter, 
2 mii east whove Ne lved unt 1048, when ne 
Sold the quater to Harols Anderson. in 1046. 
1947 ne ole the homestead to Eaware 
Skionsberg and bought & new house in Red 
‘Beer. Chris ved in that house for 14 yoars and 
finally sold it when he decided to move tothe 
TurlightLagge, Cris wasse years olgon March 
10,1880 ane sil ving i me nursinghame. He 
isetilvery right and oves company. Chrswas 
good ‘rend and neighbour and was always 
sling oi ron. He nays na 008 a 
walk=he drove the tractor and the car the same 
Wey, very cartul and very slow Chris stil gels 
Imad as hel pe runs out of shut 














oLson, £0 
By Gladys Olson 

Ed Olgon was born in 1804 in Kathryn, 
North Dakota, In the early 1800's he camo to 
Bentloy with his widowed mother. to sisters, 
Nellie and Gertrude, and one brother, George. 
Hi mother, Minnie marred Clger Johnson 
fand two half brother, Gus and George, and 
three hal sisters, Olga, Jule and Grace, wore 
bom fo Olgar and Mania Johnson, 

‘On April 24, 1927, Ed Olson and Gladys 
Flotebo, who was born at Barons, Alberta In 
1908 were marriee, They setteg on the NE 
2asay-t-W sth, five miles west of Bentley 

They had two Boys: Geral, born in 1927 
wo died in 1969; Kenneth, born 1830, and one 
1 Gelsin, bore 1940 

Kenneth esis on the home farm and Go: 
laine marries to Gordon Stewart Gordon and 
Galaine have four boys 

[Ed Olson ran a profitable farm trom 192810 
1963. They farmed pgs, cattle, and grain Ed 
built his farm vp t0 be awarded four medals 
from the Department ot Agrculture in the years 
Tod fo 1988. They bull the present ous in 
1982, 











Ed Olgon died in 1983, and Gladys moves 
Into Bentiey, where she sil Ives. 


OLSON, KNUT FREDRIK & LYDIA EVELINA 
‘By Martha Connelly anc Dorothy Kuala 


ad, (Knut), was born Aug. 12, 1887, in 
‘sundavai, Sweden. He was one of four sons 
‘bam ta Olof and Christin Ohlsson. His father 
twas @ shoemaker by wade. Schooing was vory 
{ferent then. We don't know Row many years 
but he could read end write Swedish very well, 
land was baptized Lutheran, 

‘aad ltt nome at 13 years of age to work is 
the umber camps. This stenas out m out minds 
chewing "Copenhagn Mom would ay 
Your stomach.” Dad would apy, “ve chewed 

Dad crossed the Atlantic four times. The 
tne time was around 1910 when ne raveiod to 
the Washington ‘Coast (lt the sfea of Aber 
fdsen), USA, whore he worked in a coment 
factory. Gad aways slg, “Thats when started 
losing my hair” However, our brother Stove 
World War One broke out. travelling to the 








home in Graimark, Vasterbottom, Sweden on 
‘ug’ 13,1896, She was ono ofa family of ght 
fire ang theee boys bom to Johan ane Arina 
Schools They were taught the "3 P=" by thee 
fing minister. Lutheran Baptismal services wer 

thay would have to go ana herd sheep up in th 
‘mountains, some leaving atthe early ago ot on 
Mom's sister Signe, (Mi. Vielor Johanson} 
fas nursing ad 

(Dad and Mom were marred June 22.1922 
in Lyetdold attr tir mariage Dad purchased 
4 slore in Edelors, Norbotten, Sweden, where 
their only son, Stevo, was born Times ore hard 
fang Dad sad, "People came to th store, halt 
Starved, requesting food and clothing on erect. 
‘pleted ne closed the doors, With what money 

‘Daa, Mam. and Stevo, (now two and a elt 
years ol) left Swaden on March 18,1906 and 
landed in Halifax, api 5, 1926. 

‘They travelled by tainta Lacombe, Albert, 
and wero met by Vietor and Signe, (Mom's sis 
ter), Jomanson, who took them to theiehomes 
tend. Mom and Steve stayed wth Johanson 











Kot Oem Marth on Dae, D 
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Falroad a Meraingside, Alberta, 

‘ter tne joo was completed at Morning 
side, Dad, Mom and Steve ovedonto what was 
{hen known a the’ Mile Place", owneaby Cart 
fand John Hlstad. who were also Swedes. The 
Fisted brothers owed alot ot and in at eraa 
fand were living on land sow owned by Kisse 
Brine Dad ana Mam worked har tortheHistad 
fang washing. They ware able t9 purchase the 

‘Dag built our seven roomed house of 

‘A misfortune occured while balding tis 
house. The granary with all er personal be 
longings which they hed bought trom Sweden 
and stored there, got stuck by lightning and 
Burned fo the ground, 

‘Dad continued to work fr the Mistads of 

Inthe meantime two daughters were bom 
to them in the Bontlay Hospital Dorathy Anna 
and Martha Evelyn, 

Dorothy reminisces aboutourschaoldays:- 
‘Our schooling. started. at Boyle, (Warren), 
School. Nether Stove oF | couls speak Engin 
$0 our taacher, Mr Layeoek, must nave had 
Some trying times. Thenext teacher Mr Layton, 
had a much easier time with Martha because | 
had coached ner. Iwas janitor of the school or 
{wo years, at a salary of $5.00 per month, which 
as late raised to $6.00, Dstie ncuded oper 
Ing and closing of the schoo), carrying water 
from Hans Carson's inaspital dosing, eweep- 
ing, and making fres in he potbellied stove, 
Which was partially surounded by meta 0 pro 
Vont the kids from burning thomseives, Weus 
to bring potatoes and nake thom ontop ofthe 
stove: Many wasthe imeduring the winter when 
tho snow was s0 deep. that Oag would break 
teat, carying Martha, win me ‘ollowing be- 
hind with my two gation lunen Bucket. Stove 
was finshed school and helping Dad on the 
farm, Mrs. ith Russell was aut next teacher 

Dad’ and Mom always tried to treat us 
quail Stowe a hi awn fm developing and 
Toved hunting and fishing. Dorothy took vata 
lessons and, Martha, 100k plana lessons. W 
were alowed to go to barn dances st Vicor 
SJonanson's with Dad and Mom. usualy fling 
slop before going home. We alse went si 
ming 0 the north shore of Syvan Lake an Sun 
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days, and skiing in the winter. 03d was an 
txcellent skier ang stong swimmer 

‘Dad wept on building = a barn, chicken 
and with Steve's hep bat another nouse ante 
ome place, The new house was for Stove and 
hsbaige Arie voper, daughter ot Charieand 

‘Dad and Mom bought a house and ots in 
Sylvan Lake and lived there tor few yeas, 
bulcing a duplex whi they rented out. Wil 
wwe were living in Sylvan Lake, Mom wantto Mr 
Hu" Cody, viee-Principal of the school, ané 
{eked him ii would be possible for Martha to 
lave school in Marc, saying ahe would like 10 
take her to Sweden with her for six months. Mr 
‘Cosy sad, "twill bea wondertl earring oxpe 
fence. Permission granted” We ftfor sweden 
from New York. Maren 396, an the Gripsnoim, 
td returned in September ofthe sare year. 
wl never forget those sb mnths. Mom got t2 
ee her mom, dad brothers ai sisters, or the 
fast tne 1 got to meet 8 lot of Dads relatives 
find earned to write and speak Swode once 
gain know Mom was ver sad.when we et 
But she Rept it all to herell.t continued my 
‘Sducation in Bentley where Mom and Oad 
Since agin returned to the tam 

Shey purshaced the SE 36-30+.W5 
tom vohnny MeKe® and continued faring 
Untl she early 19608, returning to Syivan Lake 
to lve there permanenty, after sali the hall 
Section 19 NT. (Dick) Damon. The house Is 
St sanding 

inthe meantime, Steve and Arle, now resi 
ing in Saskatoon, Sask. have raised tree chi 
fen. Dwain Olson. Ponoka, AB, Lynda (Mrs 
Mario werson} Outlook, Sask, and Marguerite 
[htrs, Brian Wot, Saskatoon 

Dorothy mariad Edwin Kuala and they 
reside 6 mies west af Syvan Lake. They have 
{our children: Karen, (rs. Ron Hyde), Cal 
{ary; Deboran, (Ms Wayne Weidman), Syivan 
te, Darey ang Doujas at home. 1, Martha 
Damron Connelly, have two daughters: Bar- 
bara Damron, Lacombe. ang Tara Dawn Cor 
nelly at nome, May an live 3s miles east of 
Rimbey 

‘Mom passed away in October, 1989, a the 
age af 73 Dad continued to reside in Sylvan 
{tke enjoying good health unt March, 1876, 
tuber he passed away inthe Bentey Hospital at 
lige 88. Both Mom and Dad are buried inthe 
Syivan Lake Cemetery 























Pemaps | should mention some of our 
neighbors, who were: Mr_and Mes. John Tien 
shore of Sylvan Lake. (Dad used to visit them 
and have a steam bath) Edward and Vers Ek 
Tung an family lived wost and sout of us on 
the road {0 the lake, ane the Kangas family 
viho lived stralgnt south of Boyle School. by 
the Lake Mr_and tis, Ole Solberg, Mein 
half ile, andthe Boss family, who moved 
‘onto the *Mllar Place” purchased by Harold 


OMEARA, JOSEPH 


Joseph O'Meara and hie sons, Tom and 
‘owen, came to Alberta from lelana near the 
{Urn of the century an ettieg on NW. 13-3-1~ 
The original owner of th ara was the. PA. 

“Vo. asta was called, was aig manand 
remembered for ns rsh wit. Tom received @ 
{ood edueation in his homeland and Owen a 
fended Aspens school tothe sixth or sevent 
trade, but head more than 3 mies to walk and 
‘tis noted that he was neary alway’ late 

“Tne amity ved in ow. og house for sev 
cra years unt itbecame past being liveable, so 
they moved ove fo the ad Heenan place for 2 
{hate Tend They had some horses and a fo 
ows. One day & cow fall inte the dug wel Dut 
wut a helping hand trom Bob Pickering Albert 
Southall and Bil eanan, dey were able t pull 

‘wen liked fo tnkar ana fix machinery. In 
later years e purcnaseo an 8 horse-power sa 
onary engine, whlch he used to pull around 
lath Rorses and sa wood fo the neighbors, 

fom liked to read and would goto thePick 
cerings and ead unt the fami'y woulago tobed 
‘Te last one would say "Put out the ight when 
you ga, Tom 

‘One evening Blob Pickering, knowing the 
‘ld man was alone, go the feeling he should go 
{soo hi and found J.. very ill He had been 
banging on dish pan wih ig spoon, hoping 
Eomeone would hear Bob tok him fohis ome 
tnd got medical help and ster J.0. underwent 
Stomach surgery He later emusod the neigh= 
bors with his deecriplion ofthe proceedings. 
‘Apparent, e had been tozan fr the oper 
{ion and nad watehed the whate procedure 

In 1920 1.0, sold his land to Bob Peking, 




















but lod that yoar while stil living there, Owen 
marta Syvia Adams and they went to Buck 
{Cake Tom moved te B.C. but the boys are both 


CO'NEIL BROTHERS, ST: JOHN AND WILLIAM 
by the Becdoes family 


‘The ONNal bays came to Cenads from Py 
mouts, England, In 1905. They arrived in the 
Bentoy district and ound employment at & 
lumber mil about 10. mies west of Bently, 
which was owned by Jabez McPherson. At this 
‘mil they met Tim and Dick Semprook, and 
‘George and Len Bodsoes, anda along tiene 
hip Between these familioe was begun 

Slain" a8 St John wasknown taal tooka 
homestead ana Bil continued working atthe 
mil, and operating the store atte mil Sinjn 
iso staree a etre In Bentley. in partnership 
with John Blish; the store stl Being used! in 
Bontoy today a5 the ice cream slave on main 


Both Bil and Sinjn joined the amy at the 


‘outbreak of Worle War |. Sinjn achieved the 
Fank of Sergeant-Malor, ana Bll a corporal in 
the Miltary Police. Upon retuming to Alberta 
the ONelis each bought lang west of Bentay In 
‘the area ofthe sawmill hat employed them ear- 


ONeiBroters and CE Daron 151 
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lor. Sinn bought the quarter that had been 
homestoaded ‘by Len Beddoes and is now 
‘owned by John Chesney 

While nether ofthe brothers marred, they 
wore most activa in the community, being in 
\olved in many orama presentations, as well 35 
Bis itorest in soccer and other sport. 

“Tho ONelle were ardent reagere ad ther 
homes conttined excelent libraries and ny 
papers or magazines which might Bring tam 
the news of th times 

Upon retirement, Sinjn and Bill enoee to 
move into Bentley. where they bought a small 
ousean the property where Stan Wihereland 
his wile. Lorene, now have their home. The 
COWNals haa many tends in Bemtey and en 
joyed their ratrement years, visting, reading 
And playing bridge. Sinn sutfored the loss of 8 
tog ut aid not allow this to dampen his pits 
zest for ife Many humerous incidents could be 
{old of he ticks Sinjn used to pley anothers, 
Using his wooden eg. Within a few years, ow: 
fever, the disease that had claimed his lage 
‘urmed and alter & time in the Vets Hospital, 
Simin passed away. He was say misc by his 
brother, il, who carriedon withthe garden and 
yard at thelr nome in Bentey. Bil ded in his 
Soop afew yearslater and ies wth Simin inthe 
cometery In Bentley 








(0sG000e, ELAM 
Elan Qagaode was born in Stockholm, 
New York. He went to Wisconsin where, he 
‘arte Wise Lenora Ober in 1890, In. 1802 
‘ter hit wie died, his younger daughter, 
Mattie was nis housekeeper until he retired 
trom tne farm. He thon went to fve with mis 
laughter, Mrs. Jabez McPherson, in Bert 
In addition to is ted daughter, Ms. Fred 
Martot, ne had a foster son, young. Hary 
Brownow 
was but 8 month ald Mr & Ms. Osgoode 100k 
the baby into thir nome anereared him tomar 
hood wth the same cere ang evotion they gave 








OUTLET MUTUAL TELEPHONE CO, LTD, 
‘Tho first tolophones In the area were in 
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3911, when the goverment ouit the tine 
thvough to Rimboy. There wove oxtta pairs of 
wires stung 10 serve the people In ditrent 

in 1084 the government offered 10 sell ¢ 
ponton of the A.G.T system toa company tobe 
formed inthe viemty around the Outlet Schoo 

'AL a meeting held on Dec. 12th, 1984, the 


‘wth the foiowing slate of ofcers~ 
Vice Present Ken Sweetman 


Sec. Tressurer CA. Suggett 
Director Henry Castleman 
Director Jack Rae 

The company was formed with slaven 
shareholders. and by 1967 when the company 
was. dlssoWved, the underground system had 





PALM - LEO & RUTH 

Leo Norman Palm, born September 1 
1925, was born when his parents were living 
fn the Boyle schoo! quarter, naw owned by 
Eimer Bratberg. Leo was the second son of 
‘mor-place then and as ne was bor at his 
‘Grandparents Johanson home, he always says 
fe wae "born inthe hls weet of Bentoy” His 


parents later moved to the Leuoma plage ang 
hortneast of Ecxvile when they Nad Bought 
Leo took his schooling at the Estonian 
school. As he was a ehid in the depression 
years, money was hard t9 fin Blue Fbbon 
Coffee Coupons were saved fr his fet par of 
School overalls. Aer completing Grase 8, he 
romained a hame working on the family fam. 
{sa farm boy. he bogan riding and div 
ing horses at an early age. Today, his interest 
farming. with znem has iong, passed, ne stil 
In June, 1939, King. George Vi and Queen 
Elabeth made & tour of Canada. When they 
teachers wore taken By trln to see tem, Lun 
thea were packed in paper bags. The Wa et 
Fooky Mountain House. early that morning, 
picking up passengers slong the way. At Red 
Beer. the tains were combined ta continue on 
to Edmonton. in Ecmonton, bleachers ad 
been specially bul along the route the King 
fnd Queen would travel in en open car. The 
Bieschere were packed with people cheering 
royalty. itis intresting to note that in Septem- 
ber ofthat year Warla War I! was declared 
Inthe fall of 1948, a young teacher camo 
to teach in the Estonian sehoal Auth Eona 
Virght ad been born in Kerrobert, Saskatche= 





wan, on January 18, 1928. Her parents, chi 
ren of nomesteader, ad farmed ner Cactus 
Lake, Sask, where Run's father hac recone 
farm’ land through the. Soler Seltement 
Boats folowing World War. The dust bow! of 
1268, A faim auction sale had brought in $600 
snaitwas thlsmoney, alongwithhara work, that 
{va the family afresh startin Lacombe. The 
freen trees and luxurious growth of grast 
Esemed 00 good to be true ater the dry years 
fon the prairie. After graduating from Lacombe 
High Senool, uth attended the University of 
Alberta in 1946-47 and began teaching school 
that fll ata salary of $1200 per year, 

uth and Leo were married In Lacombe 
fon January 6, 1950, That January was one of 
the coldest on recor. The night hel wedding 
‘ance was held at Cokie, the thermometer 











‘ioped to -50°F. Many were the stalled care 
{hat night, not to mention frozen ears and 


‘Newlyweds didnt have the conveniences 
then that couples often take for granted now. 
Ruth and Lso lved one-half mile rom his pa 
rent’s home in a smal log house consisting of 
1 ving room ‘and. bedroom. small back 
Borch was romadeted to become a kitchen 
‘The cosy nome was heated with an aight 
heater in winter. Cooking was done with an 
Enterprise coal and wood stove. Rural power 
lines "were lust Beginning to come lato the 
ares, 20 when Leos parents hooked into the 
powerline, the coal-oll and ges lamps were 
fxchanged fora S2-volt lighting plant What 
teat to pull @ ord end have intant ight AS 
the batteries ran down they wore re-charged 
witha stationary gssoine engine 

Livestock consisted of @ milk cow with a 
calf and a purebred Hereford hele that calves 
that spring. A sow Nad a iter of pigs during 
‘the cold weather and the piglets wore brought 
Inthe. spring, they baught one. hundred 
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cnlekens, Th fity hens fald well the next win 
ter and a8 e998 80 to the CADP for a much 
fs spventyrve canta a dozen, thi money 
‘ought all the groceries 

The ‘couple. bought a farm two ellos 
northwest of Forshee in the fall of 852 fom 
‘John Molander. John had told them he had 
teen halied out S00% that year, a tree sepa 
fate hall storms fag swept the area that sum 
ner after taming the land from Eckl, tho 
Tamiy, Leo, Ruth ang ‘saughtes, Jocelyn 
FRuth, born’ October 29, 1980 nd Barbara 
‘Jean, born September 13, 1954, moved tothe 
arm in May, 1985. 

‘on a rainy Sunday morning, shorty after 
they moved, Ruth Tooked out the window to 
‘Soe two wet, bedraggies people walking Into 
the yard. Thase wore Loma Park and Harry 
Digale wo, were marcied lator that summer. 
oma ang Ruth had met through GIT and 
Summer camps years earlier and they were 
pleased to know that they wero to become 

bors. 
iso worked on oll pipelines and on road 
‘construction in 1988 and 1957. Since hen he's 
‘Sevoted himset to fulltime farming. 

‘Ovor the years, many changes Took place, 
Land was cleared, which meant long hours of 
hand-abor picking root, png and uring 
Unt the land was roady to be sown. Trees 
wore planted around the yard. New buléings 
land newer madam machinery were slowly ad 
Sed. Atte same time, cattle wore ncreacba in 
fhumbers ana withthe need for more hay and 
pasture, mare lane was added tothe farm unit 

New family members arrived. Kathleen 
Norma wae botn on Apr 12, 1956. The fst 
fon, Harold Frank, arrived on October 16 
987. Lots Marlene was born January 13, 1989 
Norman Russell was born AugUSt 14, 1960 
Rosney Douglas was born July 1, 1962 and 
twine Bonald Willam and Gordon Gertie a 
Fived on November 20,1963. 

Following Wadition brought to this lan 
ty Leo's Finnish grandparents, a sauna was 
ne of the fat buluings erected. Even ator a 
‘modern bathroom was included In the new 
haute, on Saturday nights or on evenings after 
‘long dusty day inthe els, smoke can stil Bo 
Seon pouring out of fhe chimney. As one sis 
fn the benches relaxing, the moist heat draws 
tiredness trom acing muscles and individuals 
fmerge fom the sauna fresh and rolaxod, 
eady for 8 good nights rest or an evening of 

















ancing 

‘The fall and winter of 1950-61 was an @x- 
citing time, for twa then that @ new Rouse 
tras bull Leo along with his father and rot 
tra had logged and sawed most ofthe lumber 
sed inthe mouse, Leo, Ns brother Bil and 
‘Ane Niemela, a carpenter nied fom Bently. 
id most of the constructing, The house 
Seemed spacious ater ving. in thee 
foomed 18. 24 nouse for te provous sh 
years 

uth had been Involved with music over 
tne years, paying the plane, singing in and 
leading choirs. playing organ in the Unted 
CGhureh in Lacombe during high tohool years 
Sand giving piand lessona. The love of music 
was an integral par of family Ie an won 
band was stfered In tha Rimboy schoo}, the 
chilgeen learned to play various instruments 
besides plane and guitar Leo side want to be 
fan “oedball and soon he wes playing te ¥ 

(F the ehieren, Jocelyn marriod Tes Ten- 
ison in July, 1971, and has one son, Joel Jo 
elyn works for Alport Agriculture and Ted 
works for the Edmonton city. They lve In 
Sherwood Park. Barbara teaches school at 
Winticl, Alberts. She and her husbang, Nell 
White, maried in 1975, Ive on a fam east of 
Wins witn son, Sylar 

Kathy lives in Edmonton. She is involves 
with Co-ops and is general manager of a 
housing Co-op. Frank lves and works In Rd 
Deer for Red Door Welding Supplies. Lois ob 
fained her B.Ed fom the U. of Ain 1987 and 
|e teaching at La Glace. Alberta Norman Is 
employed by the United Grain Growers Ia 
Fimbey. Rod fs ttanding the U. of C. and Don 
fang Gord completed Grade 12 at Rimbey In 
198 

“The family have been fortunate to have 
lived in na Forshee area where people are ac> 
tively Invalved in community affairs. Christmas 
concerts, potluck suppers, picnics and camp= 
‘ute are any few events which havo given Us 
‘many napoy memories. 








PALM, MA. & MRS. NA 
By Anne Calawol 

NA. (Gust) Palm marced Melinda Wicks- 
‘wom in 1907 in Calgary. Melinda was the only 
‘daughter of Ee end Ingeborg Wiekstiom and 
they lived in New Westminster, B.C, where 
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Gust and Melinda were active in the Cl 
keine Valley sitet and she was a member of 
the Lockhart W and her hospitality was one 
‘of her key features. Gust also contributed his 
time and energy towards hi community, see 
ing'a8 mencipal councillor, member of loeal 
Schoo! board, rural telephone company and 
tiwaya ready and wiling to help his neighboe 

“Their son, Harry, and his we, Vila lve 
in Vitoria. and Gust and Melinds lst tree 
Chilren in infancy, Hetty ane Vola farmec In 
the Peace River country, later moving to Vane 
‘couver ang Vitoria, whore Harry iin real es 
{ate and insurance business and Viola works 
In dress shop. 

Mra. Pai at 97 years (as of 1980) is apa 
tian in-a nursing home In Victoria, whore she 
Ie near her son and daughter-in-law 

Mr Palm passod away In Now Westmins- 
tr some years ago and is burled there. 



















Jy celebrated their 70h wedding. anniver- 
ary in 1985, 

Following their marrige, Gust and 
Melinda worked in Calgary. coming tothe Cale The Palm family Homesteaded on the land 
tins Valley In 1908 There thoy cetved out @ which later became known a Palm Bay (NW 
Comfortable home and lived there until 1948. 34-80-2105) at the north end of Shake Lake 
in that year they moved to New Westminster (Sylvan Lake). The lake hag been so named 
tnd later to Newion, BG Mr Erickson (father because of the many snakes which wero sean 
‘f Gus) spent his ator years withthe Palms at= around the lake, As there were only ton acres 
ter the parsing of his wile. fn the adjoining SW quarter, the remainder of 


PALM - JOHN AND HANNAH 
‘By uth Palm 
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‘chosen @ better place. The trees and ake wer 





Juno. Fredrik Palm was born July 16, 
186, at Pyhaja Finland, an hed emigrated 
to the United States Eva Johanna Ostn was 
born at Uusikaupuink,Fniend, on Septomber 
“4, 1870, When she emigrated, she care fist 
to Montreal and then to the Unto States. 
Hannah and Jona were. married at Calumet, 
Michigan In 1908. After spending the summer 
fon a homestead in Norn Dakata bating wins, 
Srought and nal they moved to Butta Monta 

It was at this time that land was being of 
fered for homesteads in Alberts. Jon's only 
trees and water supply on his lang. After John 
files his claim by telegraph. he bogar to worry 
that they woul love the homestead ii were 
fot lied on As the money John was earning 
‘Mes. Palm with 17 year-old Frank 8 year-old 
‘aie and baby Willa, orn January 8. 1904, 
ould go ahead, Sot was that in January 
1905, thy travelles to Red Deer with other no- 
mesteaders — the John Heikkenan famly, the 

















‘ld son, and John Pesole. August Koski 
‘Brought the Paim family wom Red Daer to stay 
‘ath Henry Johnsons who lived across the 
take tothe soutrwest trom the Palm homes” 
tead. They ved wih Johnsons while Mr 
Srerigoking the lake, The furiure which they 
[ane on the ice and covered until the house 
wos completed. John joined the family In Sep- 
Tomber of that year when he came with Pete 
Holappe 

“Three children, Fredrik, Carl and Ruth 
Mari died In infaney and are buried on the 
Fomestead, Maria Jananna (ary) was born 
Maren 25, 1944. Wille ang Mary ot attencod 
s2ho0l at Soyo after it was opened, 

Fr many years, the nearest post offic 
was at Evarts Otten ie rp was made on foot 
{or supplies and. mal When the raload 
feached Eehila in 1912. they began desting 
there. In 1916, Mr. Palm applied for and was 
{ranted authotization to open a post office at 
Pim Bay, He made weekly trips To Eekvlla to 
pick up the mail. Some names of families re 
evving mal from Palm Bay were John Bt 
fen, Henry ‘Docker, Pete Holappa, Frank 
‘Johnson, Oscar Karla, Erk Mak, John Net 
Sel, Ray Stooie, Goorge Turner, John Upland 
nd Fay. Wright The. post office remained 
‘pena ‘nti 1922 when a rural route out of 
Bentley was opened and Mr. Cart hauled the 

Palm Bay was a mesting place for the 
ceammunity. Many a plene was held there d= 











mn 





Ing the summer month with neighbors enjoy 
Ing. swimming. ‘beating. and siting with 
helghbors over cottae and good food. A spe 
Cla) musi! oat was in store when John 
Plathan's band ftom Rocky Mountain House 





John and Hannah Palm retired to Sylvan 
Lake in 1837, He passed away In 1030 and she 
in 1845, They are buted Inthe Sylvan Lake ee 
Frank married Hilma Staudinger of Sylvan 
Lake. Thay nomesteades north of Eckl. A 
fer living at Manyberres andthe Sates, Frank 
feturmed to. Finland and then went to the 
USSR. n 1954 He passed away in 1807 
Alia mariad Ole Solberg, They ved west 
of Bentley on thei fam unt tei retirement 
fo Benaito. They hag two children, Matvin of 
[bootsford, 8.C. and Fred in Montreal. Ole 
passed away in 1976 and Alle living in Red 
ll matied rane Johanson ip 1828. They 
lived inthe Boyle citric on the CPR quarter 
tere the Boyle schoo! ws bull. They moved 
In 1881 to their farm northeast of Eckle 
Which they bought from John Hilstac. They 
moved to another farm neer Condor in 1988, 
Tey had eight elven: Leo, who ves inthe 
Foranes aren, Phylis Erickson, Thelma Star 
forts, Fon and Bil all of Eckl, ana Betty 
‘Johnston of Edmonton. Harold died In 1897 





land Jack in 1978, Irene passed away in 1979, 
Bil i retires and living at Condor 

Mary married Laurel Nielsen of Benato la 
1048. Thoy nave one son, Gary, wo alee Ives 
At Benalto with hie family 

When one thinks of the many hardships 
‘encured by our pioneer encestors, we marl 
Bt their courage: Many not only let familes 
behind but came to @ new land with very litle 
‘money. not knowing the language, not know: 
in what the future held for them Wa, who fo 
lowed after are fortunate to have ancestors 
with so much strength 


PALMER, BRADY 
‘By Ages Paine 

Brady and Mamie Palmer came to Bentley 
from lowa, US.A.in 1903 At that bme they Nad 
twa boys, Guy and Dale 

In 1902 Brady built his rouse onthe nomes: 

‘Mamie diego the fall of 1902, ater Er 
bint ance wes kept by MY. and Mrs, John 
Wee, and Julies daughter, Mamie, camo trom 
the States in 1900 and Wea bult she house, 
vehich they lived in, at 52nd Avenue and S0th 
Stet This was later owned by Dave Shumaker, 

‘Brady marred Jules aaughter, Marve, and 
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‘The family left the homestead and came 10 
Bentley and ran a poo! hal and contectonsy. 
‘tow years later Marve passed away and 
Brady was! again Tet with a family with no 
Mule and Wes Weller than moved back 19 
‘Guy married Edith Hankins and Dale mar: 
fea Annie Hankine, Ervie marred Anna (890) 
Raymand ang they all ventually moved back! 
the States, axcopt Erie, who stayed here and 
became a barber. Ervie and Babe had Mo 











PALMER, ERVIN AND FAMILY 

Ervin Palmer ang Agnes Holmen were mar 
rieg in 1900 and moved into the ouse where 
[Agnes stil ives The house was bull in 1909by 8 
Me Hansen and has had some agdiions and 
twood and a coal and ght was provides by gab 
{he coatol lamps. Later there wae alight pant 
‘Operated by the Thorp brothers, Frank and 
Petey, which suppliea ight url mignight. Ia 
briage game was in progress at that te, we 
brought out the coalol lamp, which gave, a 
pretty aim light after the sectric ghee. The 
‘dor, which require @ lot of elbow grease t 
operate. Every Saturday the boiler was filed 
ready for the Salureay right baths and the 
oiler was again filed and put on the stove 
ready for Monday's wash, which was done on 
been used for Saturcay ight saths Aer the 











with 8 car big enough to accomodate all the 
wihich we paid $10amonth rent anda amy to 
ford io go into debt and | douelfwe could nave 










Iiy dad and mom gavemea cow whea ie 
the taps a Snore = and we 88 I and 
ought a Jersey cow romEahowen ase nes 
san in tne back yar We ato hat fot 
Chickens 0 we had our Own mika e903 
Many a est conse of potatoe, e908 an 
Posiy's milk pudding, rich the cr 
‘eal eayed Trove wat usually alargo a9 oF 
Pues Wheat which was aays handy for 8 
Gulck breakfast win toast made from home 
‘hase bres and of coures there was always 
‘Sunny Soy eeealhatnactobe cooked ute 
Save wi bown ug ad 9098 ay 
{hat day by ate fay. We aly got anctnor 
ard'mit We aso managed to churn the od 
ound of bute title sass Date churn 

Craebarberecinaliiesnopwnchwasyist 
cast ofthe Bick lang, now owned by Louis 
Wine. Ho lator bought the poo! hal ane are 
Shop tom ir aeck whichwarocategon the 








nie hae two girls trom a previous mar 
riage, Lucila and Frances. Lucile joined the 
hvy and mariea Pat Manley. They had two 
ans, Dennis and Jimmy, Dennis was killed in 
beating accident in Hafax on fis ssteenth 
birtnaay. Pat, Lucile and Jimmy came back to 
Alberta and Lucile is employed atte Red Deee 





thay had thres enlaren, Gayle ane fins Lind 
nd Lloyd Frances died several yeas 350. 

Tinadagon, Denni, whopassed away atthe 
age of seven in 1858, 

Enie and | had a son, Dera 
augers, oyee ane Carol 

Dera marriod Kathy Evans, who taught 
senool in Bentley. They moved to Fox Creek 
where ne was Supervaor of the Gnevran| 
duction Oiled and. enairman of the Town 
‘Council in Fox Greok, unt he passed away in 
1876. ‘The arena n Fox Creck seas named the 
‘Derald Palmer Arena” his honor. Kathy sil 
tives there and teaches schoo! They had three 
chicren: Tery, who is marred: Pate, who 
tives boye, Rodney, Bradley, and Randy and a 
ddaugnter lance 

(Carol married Rennie MeKesn trom Mant. 
‘ba. They Ine in Benloy and have we girs and 
‘one boy: Jeannie who married ager Sits, and 
daughter, Rosanne, and 8 son, Grant. Roger 
find Jeannie have a son and a daughter 




















PARK, JAMES AND SUSAN 

Jim ark was born and raised west of In 
nist after his parents had immigrated from 
England in 1900 

‘Sue was bom at Big Vallay but stayed 
with her uncle, Joe Quinlan of Elnor, after the 
death of her parents, whon sho. was. very 
Young, Se met Jim when she was teaching 
moved to Shouldie, Alberta, where Jim was 
tssstant grin buyer for the Pioneer Grain Co. 
Unter, he changed t0 the UGG. and thoy 
moved toa scing called Cygne, west of Red 
(Door, A year Inter tis elevator burned, after 
being stuck by ighning, and it was verre 
Dui The Parka moved to Peevo. While at Cy 
fet, Sue had taught atthe Burnt Lake soho! 

ter buying grain at Prevo tom 1942 to 
1982, they and thew 3 chleren, Cavern, aged 6 
Jets, aged 4, and Russel, aged bought the 
Ed Lotgron farm. They built anew house and 
Derieek, Sr, who remodelled it etter maving i 
to is present location overlooking the Blind- 
man Valey, After having lives in many areas 
the beaut Blinaman valley seemed the eal 
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spot for the Parks to raise their family and 
Sart farming. ‘They moved there in Joly of 
1952 

The first year hail reieved thom of harvest 
worries and repeatod the perlormance in vay 
ing dagran of severity for eght ofthe next tn 
Years. Until then there has been al inthe 
Uiatict for almost twenty years. Cash was 
indoor plumbing for th lst time, made I all 
vem worth while. Sue returned to teaching In 
Bentley, aera leaveat absence while the chic 

In 1961, just bofore schoo! stated. Jim 
Jost is lower arm in a swather power-takeo 
fsocident, This was very upssting to al, Dut 
the three children two Io their sary toons 
wore realy 00d to help. The whol family 
pitched in to-do chores and get meals bath 
Eetore and atte echoot. The erop was stil tO 
Bercombined, and Laver, having some know 
fedge of he cats care and the machinery, 
‘came a man over night as Russell waa only 











“The Parke knew they had moved among 
ood trends but at this ime thelr Kindness 
Wes unbellevable. Sue would eome home team 
{choo to find "bee" of men ana machines in 
the fel, accompanied by another "bse" of 
fies in the house providing the f008, or some 
‘of tha family would find eake or ple siting 
fn the cupaoard roady for their supper. She 
land Jim nave never Deen able to forget al at 

‘They started farming with 2 second-hand 
case wactor a fem places of machinery, 8 
faithul oid team of hrsos (Barney and Lady) 
nd 2 smal herd af Hereford cattle. The ind 
‘vas nearly all under cutvation with good fen 
Soll, 30 when taint hall the crop was good 
land the debts grew small. Sue also eaea to 
her education as the years wont by 

ne day whan the ehilren were small 
she slipped Out to the chicken house for some 
go. Wile there, the bull came over and 
food atthe doo. Being tori of bulls, she 
twated and waited and finaly, n desperation, 
broke a pce of a ost fo use in dotense and 
mage i back 10 the Mouse. Another ime, when 
“Tim was In the hospital with polio, she was ty 
ing to tie the mk cows in the Barn But went 
Upon the wrong sie, and the old cow pushes 
fang held ner against the wall The harder Sue 





pushed, the harder the cow pushes 100, Fina 
Fy she managed to wiggle out and get back to 
tho chile, who she had again let by them 
‘moving to the farm, ang, as later, the neighbors: 
Came fo the rescue. Henry and Billi Pekering 
Saw that the cows were always miked. I the 
barn lights dant como on when they shoul 
nny wa right over ta see whet was wong 
“The chilsren took all thelr schooling in 
enti, with the exception of Judy, who, cue 
to severe asin took her highschool n Red 
Deer Her asthma did improve when off the 
farm, She was maried and nad 2 daughters, 
Denise and Lise: Unfortunately, she died su 
only at ner home in Calgary athe age of thi 
{y-ane, from an acute aetna attack Her gil 
Sl le in Calgary itn 2 trend of Judy’, 
‘whom she had chosen as uarians 
uss ls lend surveyor, working fom an 
tice in Calgary. whore his work takes him fo 
most paris of Alberta, Ho likes his work but 
has hopes of some day owning a ranch. He 
{penta manths In Denmark, before comple: 
ing his education, as an Agricultural Exchange 
‘Stugent. While ther, ne enjoyed a visit to Ro 
Lorn took Mechanical Technology at 
SAT afer which he worked In Calgary. In & 
Couple of yoars he decided the city was not for 
him, $0 ha and his dad Bought the Van Sike 
farm in 1969 and he started farming, Two 
years later ne underwent open heart sur9ery 
{sit result of birth defect The operation was 
complete success ang he now owns. and 
lies on his own farm, although Me and le dad 
‘The Parks, row semi-retired, stil lve on 
the farm and treasure the years that have boon 
pent there. 








PARK, JOHN AND FAMILY 
By Jahn Park 

‘Tho John Park family moved to Bentey 
fiom Radway. Alberta, in Api 1846. While 
Some of he families who had preceded them 
from Radway - the Knight. MeLechian ang 
Wenger families 

“They dough thelr farm fom Blane Mutton 
and soon realized their move nad been a go0d 
‘ne. This community was much more progres 
‘Sve, ith ruralelectefeation, telephones, roads 








angotner sees provicing avery comfortable 

‘The family of John, Gtece, thelr eh 
‘ren, Herb, Clint and Lorraine and. John's 
ity and ite many activities. Jonn gave music 
lessons to many children inthe area and both 
he and Grace wore active in the chair of the 
Unite Church. ohn spent the summers ta 
veling thoughout the province adjusting hal 
damage to crops forthe Alberta Hail Insut- 
nce Boer. 

"The ehldren all attended schoo! in Gent- 
ley. Herb graduated with the class of 1056 and 
Giint and Lorraine continued thelr education 
In Rad Deer, where the family moved in 195, 

‘Mra. May Park aoesed amy In 1969 at tne 
age of eighty seven. 

Hero maried Charlene Szasz in 196% and 
they now reside in Exmanton with thei family, 
Beverly, im ane Jtlrey 

Cit marriod Betty John of Rea Deer and 
‘ney live with thet son, Dav, in Calgary 

Lorraine is marred to Ciay Larson of Ke 
lowna, B.C. and they have two sons, Eric ans 
Set 

‘John and Grace moved to Kelowna in 
1973 and enjoy health and happiness there t- 
ayy, 





PARK, RAY AND HELEN 


Ray came from Kerrober, Sask in 1996, 
He worked in the area and’ macred Helen 
Wheeler, of the Forshee dstct In 1881. They 
Dean and Berdes, wn are all maried, Victor 
farms in the area. ean ives In Calgary and 
Berd In Edmonton 


Richard Parkinson came wast to Alberta 
from Manitoulin Island, Ontario in 1908, His 
‘nite, Ruby Parkins (nee Wilson) came west®6 
Alberta trom Feneion Falls, Ontario, in 1908 

In 1913 Mr & Mrs Parkinson metin Edman 
tan, where both Were seitied. and were marred 
that year” At this time Mr. Parkineon wa @ 

‘Their eldest son, Geral, was born in Ea 
monton in July of 1814. The family moved to 
Caton in 1816, ane took up farming in that 
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in 1916. In 1918thofamiy movedtothe Forshee 
strict and continued t farm. Thee thir son, 
‘Gordon, was born ere in 1920, and then the 
Bornin the Gentey Hospital in Apri of 1896. Al 
All he boys joines tha service and spent 
time overesss, during the Second World War 
GGorale and Gordon inthe army and Franeis in 
Gerald was matied in England in June of 
lana. That fst so, Raymone was barn in .on 
Engisn War Brides ta come tothe Rainy Creek 
Gistrct, arving in January, 1945. Gerald re 
turned ram overseas tothefarm in September, 
445, and they settles inthe Rainy Crook si 
trick, Ther second so, Jim, was born in the 
Bentley Hosptal in Apri, 1950. There was a 
beara the night before Jim was born, ance 
ould get outotouryarato gto the hospital. 
tractor ang pulled our truck ou! tothe highwsy 
We got tothe hospital at 1.00 AM. onthe Sun 
fay morning, and Jim was born at 3.00 PM. the 
‘Garals and his family stayed on the farm 
until 1958, thon moved to Sylvan Lake, where 
‘hey lived unt 1958, during wich time Gerald 
‘rove shoo! bus om Synan Lake to Red Dost 
“They gol the farm in 1958 tothe Hagerman 
family of Svan lake, andmovedto Calgary that 
fame year” Gerald went fo wark forthe alborta 
Department of Highways, In 960 he was ras 
ferrog to Lethorige, where they stl reside, 
Gora eotied in 1979, ator 21 years with te 
Government 
bridge, wha was @ registered nurse, graduating 
from the Holy Cross Hospital. of Calgary. In 
1969. "They have two sons, Kevin ana Keith 
‘aged 10and 8 After wo postings to Germany 
1 one 1a Cyprus, Raymond ang his family are 
‘how posted to Regina, Sask 
shim Parkinson, 2 graduate of Letnerage 
Ccotagate inatute worka for Calgary Power 
(Go. and resges at Raymond, 20 miles south of 
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Lethbcidge. He married Jean Fraser of Leth 
briage in 1075 In September ot 1077 four days 
sterner 24th birthday, Jeanne wa wed in a 
far acegent south of Lathorge 

‘lim fs now marred, to Gillan Bulmer, of 
Lytham St" Annes, Lancashire, England, and 
‘hey are stil escing in symone 
Government’ Telephones when he rtumed 
from overseas. Me martied Evelyn Grant, ma 
from AG Tin 1976 ator 30 years service, He 
fnloying thei winters in Arzone. 

‘Gordon Parkinson was matied in London, 
England in 1945 t0 Betty Page of London. Gor” 
don fetuned tothe Rainy Creek dlstret in dani 
fry, 184, and was followed by Betty in tay of 
‘that year. They 120k aver the family farm and 
farmed there unti 1952. Ther frst son, Ci, 
.was bor a the Betley Hospitalin July 1947 
‘The secand son, Malcolm, wa bornin Belay 
inlocembor, 1948. They sod te home piace 
1852 and moved lo Sylvan Lake, Thelr caught, 
Debora, was born in Red Deer Hospital in Oc 
tober of 1954 
Gordon wont tack niothe army n 1957, Hea 
posted to Ontario and Germany bore retiring 
from the army in 1970 after sehich they seid in 
Edmonton 

(Chis is now serving with the Royal Cana 
dian Navy at Esquimalt. BC. 

Maleoim matried Pat Harper in Edmonton 
in 1970. They have two sons, Daren and Blain, 
fed and’, Malcolm has been with Simpson: 
Sears forthe past en years, and ine reside in 

Debbie now working andlving in Edmon- 
ton. She ls not married 

Gordon was a victim of canoes and passed 
‘away in Edmonton, September 977. Betty stil 
Tea in Eamonton 

“Jean i @ graduate of Red Deer Composite 
Fig Sehool, and wes married to onal May of 
Sylvan lake in 1082. They nave four ehliaren: 
Dan now 27, Barbara, 26, Kelly, 18, and Jacke, 

2." They nave ther own ousiness at Syivan 
Lie. Ban works for an all company in Calgary, 
na was recently maried fa Lon Olinsk of Ha. 
titen, Ontaria, Barbara recent married Mark 
Wilton, and now ives at Syvan Lake. Kelly and 
“Jackie are tl a home, 








Fichard ans Ruby Parkinson retired from 
tne farm when the boys turned Irom the war, 
anémovedto Sylvan Lake where they lives unt 
{they passod away.” Me Parkingon dled in the 
Eoulle Hospital, Febuary 22, 1862. and Bs. 
Cemetery 





PAULL, JOHN W. (JACK) AND FAMILY 
By Stella Pau 


Jone Lawrence (Jey) Paull came to Ca 

‘Si Paul (Frenen) ws born in Minnesota 
and came to Canada wither parents, Angus 
tresteaded near Gull Lake. By 1898 thoy loft 
Their home and moved to High Rivet by covered 
wagon: Most of heir neighbors had ganet the 
Klondike gold rush so thay sold thoi horses and 
‘wagon and returns to Minnesota 

Inthe spring of 1809, homesteac ite calles 
nem again and they were ance more bound for 
Alberta and sites four mils east andone mils 
South of Gul Lake. In ata years they moved 0 
riage, two boys and two gins. Sade Paull was 
years then went farming at Westlock, Nanton 
tnd Dorada, Later they cetured to Lacombe 
land Jy worked forthe C.PR. In the spring of 
5832 they moves to Haynes, Alberta and wont 

They were ardent bridge players 

AMter ‘ad passed away In 1957, Gram 
moved to Lacombe. She later married Dalbert 
Whitest and they lived In Rod Deer for some 
years. Gram passed away in June, 1078 

From Jay and Sacha Pulls marriage there 
wore three chien: Harvey, Jack ang Evelyn 
Harvey lives at Westlack and Evelyn Pypor at 
‘lotr 

Meck was born and raise in Lacombe, A 
bert. He took his sehocling, Junior ana Senior 
High Seno, in the old Noison schoo! tnere. 
for neignbor 

Inthe spring of 1996 Jack came ta Beni 




















to the farm of Herold and Rea Peterson and 
rence Peterson I met Jack, Jack ana f were m 

flea February 1, 1899. We worked for Barnard 
Hedomark. west of Biackfalds and the Wynd 
lows nest Gull Lake and lator for O. Negy an 
George Stechenson on his mother’s farm wost 

In 1049, wo decided to g0 farming an ovr 
years ang thon the Seal farm, tree mies tom 

Hopedale schoo! was onthe Cundit and so 
wwe boarded the teachers. We charged them 
$3000 4 month, which was alot ot money at 
that time, and we enjoyea them a 

3945, he V.LA.camearound andbought 
upland forthe Veterans. The arm we were rer 
ing was Std wa ware icky enough 
Gime! quartr and next year bought the Cari 
‘quarter whien has been aur noms since thal 
time. Somo of our good neighbors were the Bill 
‘Welvelfamiy and the Glen Nelson tami, 

We nas two sons, Lawrences and Eawerd 
They attended school at Hopedsle at Haynes, 
Carre senoot inthe country and Junior and 
Snir High in Bentoy. Botn are maried Law 




















Pamela, Laanda and Jayson at Eckl 30 we 
pve soparandson, @grandasughes na 
“ tawronce ang Edward both attendes Cubs 
and Souls and &H clubs, Rev. Theckeray was 
leader o! he boys club and Walter MeNary and 
Loyal Rasmussen were Distt Agricuturts 
connected withthe". Gus Bruns was pine 
‘lack farmed and worked for A He loved 
farm ite, his Charla cattle horses, people and 
playing bridge, jst as nis folks did. He worked 
forLacomte A and'Tom Mls for twenty 
thvoe yarsin all and was lub leader of the 
Dairy Cib for ton years 
Twas born and raised in the Sunset Hil 
far botween. | worked at the Gently butcher 
shop and bake shop for Mrs. Lulu Thorp and 
Wilfred Yor several summers, | leo worked for 
RE. Chowens and Dr Hemy and helped Or 
Henry bring Alred Raabe, son of Car and eshel 
Holmes’ store lo Bentley and Lea’ store in 
Skjonsberg. Martin Skjonsberg and step-ather 
{Gus Sklonsberg lived on the farm. Bath my 
‘mother, at the age of eighty five, sil ving 
better district than Bentley to call home but we 




















PEABODY AND WOODS FAMILI 
bby Marion Cabelea 


Me. & Mrs, J.C. Cait came to the Rainy 
Creak ati! in Api, 1903, and Momesteaded 
the SW. 4:40-1:95." Thely nearest neighbors 
ete Mr. & Mis. Woods, who homesteaded the 
SE. quarter of that section. The Woods 
daughter. and son-n law, Frank and Eliza 
Peabody nad settled on the NE quarter of the 

‘The Woods and Peabodys had come fram 
‘Ohio, and ied togetner inthe parents home, 

In deving into the story of Mrs. JC Car~ 
rts famiy. was found that two families of 
Peabody, brothers John and Willan, had sallod 
from England in 1626, setting, along wth other 
Piigrins, nea Plymouth, Massachusetts. Frank 
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Peabody was a descendant of one brother, and 
Mrs. Cari, of he other. 

“The Tamils became good fends and vi 
sited back anc frtn often alwaysan foot. The 
‘Woods miked several cows, churned and sold 
Dotter anc often sent some to tel neighbors. 

Shorty after proving up on their hes: 
teads, the Woods and Peabodys sold out and 
moved 10 Rimbey. Fran Peabody operated a 
blacksmith shop ane the women ran sboarsing 
hous for several year, before again moving to 





PEACHEY BROS, 
By Gortude Damron 

in 1908, Fredand Frank Peachey came'rom 
England and took un homesteads seven miss 
tweet and one mle north of Bentley. They each 
Fred's place where they both ved. In T9TBthey 
Sold everything, eluding he land, and moved 
fo Vitoria, on Vancouver sland, 8.0. They both 
‘marred after moving the Island ard he oral 
nal farms have been 201d many times. Mr. and 
Mi Lou Burles ae the present owners. Soth 


PEARSON, ALBIN and FAMILY 
Albin Pearson was born Apr 20, 1902, a 
fyley, Alberta of parants who had emigrated 
from Sweden His father, En, eame to North 
Dakota from Sweden, to. homestead in the 
600's He sola aut and returnes to Sweden to 
{eta bride betore homesteading at yoy 








Wing of Ain Person anna Eck 126 





(on Jan. 12,1926, Albin married Hilma Ek 
lund at Ponoka. She wat born July 3, £909, at 
Ponoka. of parents Algor and Anna Sobers 
Eklund, Anne Solberg Eklund was born to Ete 
and Mattes Solberg. nd was a sister to Joho 
Sotber 

‘As newlyweds, Hilma end Albin tved in 
Ponoka ana Poace River before buying te NW 
Teao2Wsih, four mils west and one mile 
South of Beiey, in February, 1929. Iwas put 
thased for $3200.00 or $20.00 por acre. ma 
Se Albin were tha sith owners of theland. Tt 
was homesteaged in 1003 by aman named And: 
ison, who a a large family of gis. He sold 
United Stats. An Oklahoma men was the so 
Cond owner in 1912, He was certain there was 
Sion the property. 29 he aranged fora train 
Toad ot oll machinery ane pipe tobe shipped 
ture, 80 it was never shipped. The third owner 
‘tas s bachelor who broke lt of the quarter 
hauae by Rainy Greek, which ran though the 














SSW, corner atte farm, Hilme and Albin ined 
‘quarter was cleared. In 1930 Albin built @ hip, 
weather of January, 1931. As soon as the barn 
‘reek aide, north to the central border of the 
‘tartar wners the farmstead stil stand This 

aur eben were born toHima and Albin 
Doris Evelyn, July 30,1929, in te orginal Bon 
tley Hospital _on 50m Avenue, Peer! Lorena 
March 15, 1905, ln the new Bentley Hospital: 
Norman Albin, Gctober 20,1895, inte Bentey 
Hospital-and Glen Stanley. on June 24, 1097 
the Bonisy Hospital The year Glan was born t 
had rained steadily for ane week prot to is 
birth Albin knew therarth roadto Bently was 
too musdy for travel a8 Stephenson hil would 
oadline to town at 4:00 o'clock in the morning, 
itn no gravel surlace, the r9aa. conditions 








made traveling & bt tricky 
1 1999, Albin, withthe hep of Oat Solana 


vihore Norman and ha famly resce Today. He 
vias able 10 plaster in Dacember, something 
people had told nm ne coulan' ao unt spring, 
had milk, meat chickens, and garden produce 
Hhima was, known for her large, beaut 
(erdena: In 1981 they start with one swarm of 
‘ees. in 1939 they kept fon colons of bees. 
‘lbin purchased & usod four frame reversible 
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haney extractor for $2000, fom a man ting 
SE of Camrose. Therehave been bees on the 
farm ever since, 

'll four children. attended Stephenson 
Shoo, I was a ana teacher school, % mile 
north of ome, and usually haa 20028 pupils. 
Some of the teachers were: Wise Craip, Miss 
Colnurs, ang Mies Mary Gambel The chilgren 
walked to. school, hal or snow, and rarely 
Iissed a day dve to linss or weather Forhigh 
choo), Darl, wit Holen and Mary Morison. 
boardea with Ms. Cole In Bentley, who lived 
wer interrupted one year while she stucled pr 
fo under Madame Leginska in Los Angoes 
Pearl with Christine Johnson, boarded with 
Ine attending Beotoy nigh choo. The famiy 
titende the Seventh Day Adventist Chorch Io 
tatea nthe eountry 2%mies south angonemle 
feast of Bentioy 

‘The first ‘amily car was @ second hand 
Model Ford bought in 1928 n Ponoka. Mary 
isnot have caren the 1930. The net fay 
tars wore @ 1828 Whippet and a 1905 Packard 

Hiima ang Albin has a mixed farm ancy 
ntl theirs in 1839, Hilma dod rom eancer 
In May. 1962 Alin continues to reside onthe 
farm in 8 small house built by Ns son, Nor 














‘Doris took nurses training in New West 
miner, BC. She maried Rover Mebane! 


jecembar 31, 1976 they reside in West Van 
Pearl took nurses training in Portang 





‘oregon, Se married B. Russel Kyes, dan. 20, 
1959, They have two sons; Rent Lowel, born 
‘Apr 21,1863, at Portia, Oregon, and Rod: 
hey Wayne. born Apel 3, 1966, at Porland 
‘Thoy reside tasty st Pendieton, Oregon 
‘Norman married Olane Jeanine Hil, June 
19, 1000. at Monroe, Washington, and they 
feside in the farmhome builtin 1999, Thoy have 
three sons; Seott Norman, born May 18, 1969 
Clark Anthony, born Jan” 6, 1970, and Ward 
Natnan, bon’ March 24, 1974. the children 
were al born at Lacombe General Hosp 
‘Norman’ began working with Clarence 
Hanks, Keoping boos, while sil a high sehoo 
Student. In 1960 he purchased equipment and 
bogan keeping bess independant, and con 
tines to 00 tis work His honey extraction 
plant the former Sunset School on the Pt 
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NE. 21-40-2:05. seven mies wost of Bentey 
‘Gien marieg Darathy ViianStanwick, Oct. 
2, 1960 at Burnt Lake, which a south east of 
Sylvan Lake, They have three daughters, Jac: 
Irene, non Aug. 17, 1964, and Tammy Ledell, 
Sor iy 2, ral vn he Ban 
rl Hospital For to yar ater Daa 
house on John Erekaon's farm Then hey but 
'og nouse onthe east sce ofthe Sunset il, 
“onthe NE 21-40-2-W5, to whieh tney moved in 
the spring of 1969, and where they presently 








PEDERSON, ELMER & FAMILY 

Eimer Goodin Pederson was born Api 
3, 1696 in Siston. South Dakota. He veceived 
{o Alberta wih his parents, Gos and Emma Ped 

They arrived in Lacombe, ved theraashort 
time and then settled on a homestead 10 mies 
‘west of Bently. 

(On Apri 26, 1919, Elmer mariod Ela 
‘ervistanaon. Ela was born Feb. 20, 190%, in 
Siston, South Dakote, and came to Albert in 
May of that yeer with her parents, Pete and 
Marie Gnistianson” They oti inthe Bentley 
trea alsg, and Ella atenced the Stephenson 
Seno 

‘After theirmarriage they resided onthe no- 
mestead ten miles wet ofBontly for about nine 





years, ln 1028 they moved to southern Alberta 
8nd farmed near Retiaw for three years. This 
was an unfortunate move as the arouth struck 
the priries ang aller threo cop fares they 
fetuined nortn tothe former homestead and 
{armed there for armor otyears. This was the 
{depression years and farmers would al thet 
fogs team and wagon to Bontiey, when the 
market price was asiow athee dollars ora two 
hundred pound nog. 

“Ther tam was one ofthe favorite stopping 
places for many people a3 they made Wips to 
wagon, Everyone was always welcome to stay 
‘veenight Elmer was fond of horses and many 
Tate nights were spent horse trading with friend 
sand neighbor 

Ella spent most of ner time cooking cottes 
land making meals, a8 thore was always lots of 

They vedi various other placa the Gilby 
rea fora short time; and an an sereage atthe 
north end of Sylvan Lake for awhile. Then thy 
ought 8 home in Bentey and Elmer mauled 
‘ream forthe Bentley eveamery for eight years 

In 1971 they sole ther hme in Bentley an 
moved to Rocky Mountain House, bought @ 
{taller and are living onan aereagein te same 
Yard ae their son, Elwood. There were four 
‘ren, who all attended Sunset Hil Schoo 

“Te eldest is Ethel, born May 15, 1920, 
vwne married Rober Stephenson on Feb. 10, 
144 “Thy lve in Bentley and nave tive cil 








ren; Marilyn, Kelth, Judy, Oavid and Wendy 
Pear! Pederson was born at Bente, F 








fager_ at Rimbey. Olds, Waskatonau and 


Eomonton, where they stil reside They have 
five ehléren; Glo (Mrs. 800 Esperson) wha 
Ives in O18, and has two daughters. Gary is 
marled ang tives in Edmonton, and has two 
Chilren. Grant and Ken live n Edmonton an 
GGartn is stil at home 

Ervin Pederson was born at Lethbridge, 
Now. 1.1928. He marred Evelyn Skjonsborg 
west and of Bentiy, They have hop buying 

[Elwood Poderson was Bom Oct 26, 189, 
in Bertey Hospital” On Jan’ 15, 1985, he 
‘arted Mary Lukas from Leedale. They lived in 
various places including Bentey and Olas In 
1967 they bought an acreage east of Rocky 
Mountain house, where they operate an auto 
‘wrecking business. Thay nave tree children, 
Brien, Dean, and Bronda, who a living and 
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SON, GOE & EMMA, AND FAMILY 

by Clara Wilson 
We came to.Cantda in 1912, leaving Sis 
seton, South Dakota on August 27 
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Motner (Emma Peterson), brought herpar 
fonts along. Their names were Esten and Reh 
ald Berga. Eston was 17 years ‘old. and 
ginal 81 years 

‘Our family was Mabel, Emer, Clara, and 
Ida, ‘Three months ator arving in Alberta, 
Mother haa twin gughers. One twin did at 
birth and the other, Gindy. lived tobe 18 years 





ad brought two carloads of sets tects 
‘week before we erved. This consisted of four 
Forges, three cows, fursiture and machinery. 
‘Wo arrived in Lacombe on Aug. 23, where 
Dag had rentec house fora month 
In Soptemter we moved west of Bently 
arriving at tho Christenson home the fist right. 
where Mrs, Crristanson put us up for the night. 
‘She had a tamily of fiteen, but old us “Whore 
‘hare is room Inthe heart, there oom inthe 
Next day we moved tothe Jon Vig farm for 
a year That year Ida, Eimer, and | went to 
Stophenson School, Ourteacner was Miss Ber 
‘na Hutton who is now Mis. Ray Mies, She 
now 92 years old andi lvingina Calgary nurse 
“Tho next year we moved tothe Fred Erick 
son farm Thal year we went fo Ssima Shoo 
Most ofthe children were Finnie, Some Grade 
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Ones covlsn't speak English. So the teacher 
had me, (Clara) take them into the closk room 
fand Teach them. | wauld point omy eves, 
ters and nose, and get them to sa 

remember he neh. FetaKe hard bolls 
‘gq, small botle of milk, end good homemade 

From there we moved to Grendpals homes 
tad, 10 miles west of Beni. 

Habel marfied John Anderson from Roun 
Hil, Alberta Elmer marred Ela Crristenson, | 
‘married Floyd Wilson, trom Chigwell, Alberta 
{da marred Bill Hankins 

Motner and Dad moved back to Bently. 
June 20,1920, They moved back $0 Gladys 
could gether schooling. Wecidn too to Sunset 
4 going over thowe wild, winding roads, we 

‘iter coming from South Oakotawe had our 
school on the comer of our land, ana then the 
fast four years wo lived in town 

So, tha homestead was pretty wild tous. 
‘Now the paved highway goes rightovertheland 
fang the spring where we got oUF water runs 
under the highway. 

‘Coming back to Bentley in 1920, Gos and 
Emma bought a house and the ts fr $750.00 

Mother passed. away in 1058 and Dad 
passed avray in #985. 

‘Our Grandpa and Grandma Bergo had only 
‘tow years in Canada. They are buried inthe 
Vig Cemetery 





PETERSON, HENRY AND ALICE AND FAMILY 
by Ethet Raab 
Married on May 17, 1905 at Lacombe, 
CGounty of Abert, Province ofthe North West 
Terntries, Canada - Henry Christian Peterson 
tnd Alice Adelaide French" Oating, thee. 
Matthew White; winesces eliza White and HE 
Standish 
‘Alice was the dtughter of Wm. and Sarah 
French, early eaters inthe Gull Lake Area Wn 
French; Brn in 638 in Glengarry County, On 
fari, nas a widower with grown chilren when 
he marred Sarah Wyatt Mebridein 1884. Sarah, 
‘Born 1848 in Starmont County. Ontario, was & 
widow with two chien, Nancy and Bil. Wik 
am and Sarah had one chia. Alice, born June 
25, 1885 at Redwood Falls, Minnesota, 
In 1900 the Wiliam Frenchs emigrated to 
‘Aiberta. fing & homestead on the NW. 16-40- 
28-4 in the Gull Lake are, a couple of miles 


omestead joined that of Angus and Nancy 
Franch, whe had preceded them in T898. Alice 
[tended tho old Gull Lake schoo for one yer, 
{ater heping outa times atthe Wiese stop-over 
house at Weevil, now Aspen Beach, andalso 
at the Cummings saw mil 

“Angus and Nancy French werethe son and 
‘caughter of Willa French ana Sarah McBride, 
respectively, and were matted In Ontario in 
1289," On tei ativan hia county in 1898, 
they set onthe banks athe Blinaman Five, 
about three miles south ofwnatis now Bontey 
‘Their trading cere was Fed Deer, a twordty 
tip over nonexistent roads, fording the Red 
[Beer rivera the old Red Door erasing 

In the late summer of 1897 they decided to 
retuin to Minnesota. This was the year of the 
‘Yukon gold rush, and mat ote few sates i 
this part had departed fr the gold flos. “The 
‘angus French family Reeded south that fll by 
Covered wagon, geting as far as Pincher Creek 
tvhen winter set. The outht was S018 and the 
tn finishes by Wain, 

Inthe spring of 1696 they returned tothe 
{Gull Lake area, setting near the old Gul Lake 
Schoot the SW 1640-28-4. The frst winter 
Nancy, Angus an ther hres chilsre ved na 
Sod shack. The fotowing summer, withthehelp 
ff afew neighbor, a fatrsized log house was 
Bult. Different people used this house as thelr 
‘waling unt 1888 

‘The Angus French home soo became a 
hatteway house for earysetirs, mos of them 
heading west of Boney. was aul day's tip 
by team ang wagon rom LecombetotheFrench 
fand continue thelr journey the next morning. 

‘Angus and Nancy sold out in 1907 and 
moved to Lacombe, where Angus dled in Apri 
{200. Neney continged tole in Lacombe unt 
her death in Api, 7950, 

is few years attr Alice's mariage, Wiliam 
French sold their nomestead ang bought afew 
freso} land with two houses ani innorta Rod 
Deer, just acrse the track from the ola North 
Red Door Senool, Hare they supplied boardand 
‘Sleeping rooms to workers of the Great West 
iuiing 9. unt is closure. A young lady from 
Bentley Ace Bis, helped with the Boarding 
house and Tom Harper worked forthe miling 
Company during tis period 

‘ila French died Jay 15,1915, Sara, in 




















lator years, moved to Lacombe to be naar her 
daughter Nancy, and died there Maren 128. 
“They are both Buried in te Bentley Cemetery. 
ith the ath of Nancy Frenen in Apri, 1980, 
the family name of French was no more as there 
‘were no male hers 

Henry Peterson, bom In a 80g shack Oc 
tober 29,1880 at rate County. Nebraska, was 
theese of Danish immigrant pares 
‘originally speioc Pederson - was bom duly 8, 
1859 at Langeland. Denmark and carne trom 
Fengkipaping, Denmark to Nebraska in 1878, 
ansona denen was born February 24, 1864, 
‘migrating with her parents from Vile Danmark 
in 1867.” Hane ang Hensona were marred 
Nebraska on Apr 4, 1878 

Inthe atesummer of 902 groupot people 
from Platte. County, Nebraska, had finalized 
thelr plans for emigrating to Alberta. With not 
too much oppertunty in Nebraska, lane being 
Scarce, arid and expensive, encouraged by let 
ters rom thew G. Carr family, wh have made 
‘the move a year previous, anthe glowing tre 
{ure and posters distributes by th land cepa. 

‘Among ths group of emigrants were Mr 
and Mis. Nels Neleon and thelr eight ehren, 
fa nephews, Heney Stone and Henry Peterson 
with ris young wie bo), ane baby aught 
Mr Neon, his two-lgest sons andHenry Stone 
accompanied the cer of sete eifects a8 pas 
Sago was fee. Heary and Mane! Petron and 
‘aughtor would go with, andelp ear or Mrs. 
Nelson, pregnant with het nih eho, along 
‘ith hee sx youngest children on the passenger 
"iain tree days later. The day before departure 
Mae's parents arrived and they ané Mabel in 
formed her young rusbane, Henry Peterson, 
that Mabe would notnow. or ver goto Canada 
with nim. With no way of esting word fo Mr 
Nelson, who had let three days arr and be- 
Cause Henry felt he must nonar hs promise fo 
10k ater hrs. Neizan, he lat with heron tne 
ain. On arrival at thebardar crossing at Porta 
they were met by Henry Stans and the two Ne 
son boys. order patfol haa evicted them a5 
tere were too many triers wit the sellers 
eat By pooling ther resources, Mrs. Nelson 
land Henry were abie to purchase passage for 

Onarrval in Lacombe, the passengers were 
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JC. Garrtt ana Charis Garr, with hei wa 
‘ns. The first eect unloaded was a baby's 
trundle bec, one af the few tems Henry Peter 
son had shipped. Being’ a despandent and 
brokon-nearted man, ne wants nothing todo 
vith the 664 50 he gave ito Mrs Nelson. The 
tun bed is now on display inthe Red Dowr 
Archives and Museum, Henry recetved word of 
Mabel death within a year or 30, anda few 
years later of his daughers death: Henry's pos- 
Eession a this ime were. few cents mchange 
‘ana ns baseball glove 

and untamed. covered with kash grass and trae, 
instead of arid and dry. ‘There were stilvery few 
settlers ~ a small community of Seandinasian 
Deopie west of Bentley, but very ew to the 
South. Roads were only a wagan rut and rivers 
had to be fovded. The village of Betey con 
sisted ofasmallgroupotbuidings astoreanda 
hotel. Lacombe wae quite a thriving centre with 
iarger than Red Deer The first priory o these 
‘arly people wes to build shalterandacquitoa 
horge, ar arses and a wagon, a means travel 
and for hauling necessives to bo used to buld 
Up thoirhamesteads. A great many arrived with 
their only assets being courage, muscle power 
ne the wll to wore 

With his ts en dollar, Henry tee nomes- 
toad claim on $:W. 32-99-18 and aplled or hs 
citizenship. ‘The lana was in the present Rainy 
Crook sistrc, about seven miles south-west of 
Benloy. Ho immediately wont to wark oft 
the condivonsot the Homestead Act. He bull 
far-sized nouse of log, closed an broke, with 
fn ox nd his sadsle pony, the necessary tty 
cre ofand thus quaiving orcieartitla, whieh 
he receives fram the lands department an Oc 
tober 12.1908, 

During the ist years ashe worked around 
the country to make a few dollars, ne met and 
bocame very fond of two families Just west of 
Blackfalds, the Hedemark and Pate Lowe fam’ 
lis. Inither home newasalwaysvelcome and 
teoated asa family member. His wingmil and 
first cream separator were bought from Pete 

‘One evening in the summer as he end his 
young tend, Ea Bogert, roge into Biacfalds 
thay spotted the local taverns supply ct wooden 
ea8ks of booze being unloaded onthe platform 
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that served asthe tren depot. eng young, and 
hot above taking a nip oF wo, who could miss 
{hs opportunty! That right wellater dr they 
rode back into town earying a couple of large 
Water buckets andabraceand bt Thetown was 
tule, te barrels of booze stil onthe platform, 

rawiing quietly Beneath th piattorm on thei 
ands and knees, woll aimed hol were dried 
Up through the platform and into the wooden 
Barrels Filing their pas with ho stl andeay 

ing the surplus fo ran on the ground, they rode 
DH undetacted, into the night with ther br 

ming containers of contraband goods. 

Tn Rainy Creek, as in most eary communi 
ties, the test pub fait to be constructed 
twas achuren, Rainy Greak Church was of og, 
‘m land donated bythe Nels Nelson family and 
‘vas usee, not only forthe Methodist churn 
Terices and Sunday School, but as the Com= 
munity Centre 28 well Twas at chicken 
Tupper and social evening that Henry met the 
SJoung tad. Alice Frenen, wo became his wile 
Wr 1905, Gad always sald i was her nome 
Cooked goodies that won him over Alice 
frought along toner new home, aflackoflaying 
ene and her buckskin rising pony. We older 
het dozen Petersone all became cowboys on 
ld "Fone" Witha flock of enickons, couple 
tml cows, af pige and agarden, heir diy 
rend was assured 

“Ther lst chi decided to make an early 
appearance. He was bom a the Fronch nome, 
‘Becember 25, weighing In ata whopping three 
land aha puns andwas ramed Wiliam Hans, 
for ns two grandiathers. Ho was ever after 
known aa: except by smother. Billhadthe 























stabiity of true pioneer. He grow to 63" and 
‘weighed 280 pounds. 

‘Second son, Herald, atrved September 3 
1907 and a daughter Mamie January 20,7808 
amie died September 12,1814. When she be- 
Came il word was sent via orseback, 1 La 
tombe fora doctor no was outon acai atthe 
time. Tho doctor arved veo days lato, jst 
hhouta afer Mamie death and the cause of 
‘eath wes iste as summer complaint Shewas 
ured in the Bentley cometery 

“These erty parents hadto bea tough, sli 
reliant people a ith siexness and death were 
Siwaysnear. Getting medicl help in time wasa 
Sm chance indees 

Teel, mace my appearance May 1, 1912 
Lonara, June 23, 1914 ana Lawrence, October 
231018 

‘About 1908 the fk, with the help of a 
neighbor, Judd Cari ~ trapper, hunter and 
Contimed bachelor = ut a good sized two: 
Storey rame addition totne log house, two arge 
foams on the main floor and tee bedrooms 
Upstairs, Ths partlestil in useto-aay,bultinas 
partol the eautfulnome ot, Codere,buiton 
fn acreage, and the remaining farmland Is 
‘ned by Jim Nelzon, granason of NolsNetson. 

'A good part of the homestozd had by now 
been’ pot under cultivation, the remainder 
fenced and croselonced as_ pasture Yor the 
{rowing number of cows and horses. Horses 
Stoplied power for the farm machinery and 
means of travel. Having received clear ie fo 
{he homesteeo, not ist land was purenased in 
1908 NW. 240-1-5. was orignaly pur 
Chased from the GP R.by Lewellyn MeCullocn 
{n'te0e and sold to John W. Shrkey in 1508. 
‘Shrkey sole to Dad tht same yea. etaprice of 
$1,180.00, andthe farm war located about sx 
‘res oes ofthe nomestead onthe barks ofthe 
Blindman River. Today this fan is owned and 
farmed by his grancson, Fred Peterson, 

‘Abitot data on C PR. land-on competion 
of the CPA, Trane-Canada lno in 1865, the 
Gem, was awarded twenty-five milion acres 
{and the odd numberessectionstobetaken ina 
fory-eight mis strip slong the mainine. The 

iP ma tenghvon he prvlgefakng tne 
Ships of thelr awn enoosing. Even in that early 
ra the potential of his pat of thecourty must 
have been sean, as they selected several town 
Ships the lengi of the Sindman Valley. Wen 




















the surveying in this part of the country was 
competed in the vary late 18008, the CLR 
became the ovmer af half the land inthe town 
ships inthis area. withthe exception of Sections 
11 and 29, whieh were set aside as schoo lands 
Section 8 and tree quarters of Section 26. in 
each Township south af the North Saskatche 
wan were Hudson Bay grants The story i o1d 
that all early settlers mage a paint of cuting 
thalr wood rails end fenes posts from oddn un 





With more land, more work, Ourmother, 28 
‘most pioneer women, worked withthe husband 
When possole~ always the farm chores while 
Daa was in the fea, spring and fal. Ain 
had been installed which eacod off the jab of 
pushing the ole pump nandie up and down for 
hours. early homes ad running water- you 
oped s nara to fathom There wae no runing 
‘town once or twice aweek-veryaeldom once 
‘amonth-foraloatot breadorapoundot butter 
Al Baking was done at home in the wood- 
bburing stove. Cows were milked to supply the 
family with mi, eream and butter. Our cream 
was churned ins large barrel churn, pushed 
back and forth with ¢ hence. To keep cream 
cole water, cnanges numerous times ¢ day dur 
ing hot weatner xtra butter could be mado up 
inte pound alocks and sada he store orto 
ons. Wen getting to town became ease 
{ream was sold othe creamery and extra eggs 
to the store his was grocery money 

ach spring the broody hens wore et wih a 
cluch of eggs to raise neat years layers and 
meat birds. A huge garden must be put im and 
tended all summer. tn the fl the vegetables 
‘were crea, canned pickled andput down nal 
Inthe collar, a hole dug beneath the howse. and 
entered through atrap door inthe mitchen foor 

Berries grew abundantly everywhere and 
‘wore picked in season cried, canned made. 
Into jams and jellies. ang stored in containers of 
all shapes ana sizes. My mother would take a 
bot, il it upto the neck with water wrep a 
kerosene soaked string twice around at the wa 
ters height barn off the string, ap the bottle 
eck sharply and off would come the Botte top 
‘and presto jelly container. 

Inthe al pig wore butchered, themeat put 
own ia sat bine, the fat rendered fora years 
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supply of ard. With colder weather a beot was 
Gressed out. cut up, the meat ato freeze and 
then Bured in the grin to keep frozen, All the 
beet fat rimming the scrap pork fat hot used 
forlara was rendered and made intosoap- used 
for laundry, scrubbing anc'much othe time for 

Th the late fall Oa would ring fram town 
thewinters supply of taple sugar salt boxes 
Of ered apples ana prunes, bags of rolled oat, 
Sevoral Rundred pound bags of Robin Hood 
flour and many litle Boxes led with dried 
blocks of Royal yoast. The flour was used for 
broad the stato Ite, anc the white cotton bags 
it came in a prized household em. The bape 
‘when washed ana Bleached to # snowy white 
‘ess, could bo put to many uses.” Two bags 
‘mado & par of pillow-cases ar witha touch of 
fancy work added, a tuneh cloth. Five made & 
ood-sized double sheet Dyed, they became 
Window curaina or backing fora home-peced 
Guilt. Temes with colored thread ite girs 
Arosses and underpantes were made and many 
arte gin attended schoo! with Robin Hood 
Printed across ner bottom, For hers, Mother 
mado up camisoles, corso covers a thay were 
Known thon. Ina pinch the bags served as ban 
‘ages, arm slings, Need coverings and even 
fags waved by the women to announce meal 

With ne special education and never having 
heard the word, Mother was a natural born ro 
yeler When worn tin the our bags were r- 
Gyeled as handerchiefs, dust clothes and fea 
towels. Diapers, worn to the point of being 
strainers ont, weremarvolousdsh wipers also, 
Evontually they were consigned to the ag bao, 
also mado ftom a flout bag one never knew 
‘shen a good raq might come in handy. 

Clothes went the eyce. The sft lag backs 
from overals, worn beyond patching. ana the 
tails of wor aut shins became smallboy'sshort 
ants and tops. Men's arose pants that had 
Served ther purpose, became nest skirts and 
lumpers for smal gir. Heavy wool sacks ware 
{arned with bts of yarn ravelled trom worn-out 
kitted tems. The parents wore both adept 
ddarers and a sock could end up with a whole 
‘ew multicolored woven foot. When & day's 
‘work was finished, the old treadle sewing ma 
Chine worked Tariniothe night. Rwasamater af 
parents pre thal a family be always clean ang 
Featly otessed. Grenalfachance, Mom would 
have recycled the fay 
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Water for the house, three tines daily 
sometines nourly = hae to be packed in. WO 
buckets at ate, the stove reservar fled and 
two Buckets on the water stand. No sciontst 
tnith a degree wasneedestotel ourparent that 
ltesh water wasa precious.tem. They ew tha 
Ist by the labor involved kesping the house 
upalied Bath time involved water Water sit 
‘wear out, £9 recycle! One eoundtin tub of warm 
Water ati al chien on Rancat that partic 
Ltr time, Water and bath te also added 10 
‘cetor got ose the water fst. The nextcay ths 
Same water, rehested, washed tho clothes and 
eng sil warmand soapy, wat used scrub all 
the oars and wastinelycariedoutand usedto 
wat the bat, 

Tn aur early years, we al sept on 
land cotton quite our covering. On cold, tasty 
mornings we all dashed down and dressed 
Desige the wood-burning cook stove. One 
ling burn onthe bare Bottom taught us the 
proper distanee to sland fram tho open oven 
fdoor. Oven eoors were marvellous things, 
Cosea, they contained the heat inthe oven, 
flowing bread, ples, cakes, otc. 10 bake 
Open. the heat poured out. Wet boots, mits 
land sock lid on the oven door criea quickly. 
Hit Pozen feet, @ Box of chilled baby chicks 
by proper use of ia same oven door Caught 
pen oven doors were also great shin Bum- 

‘Bumps, tootheches and sickness during 
cour childhood, wer all cared for In our own 
privat Meath are cane home. When winter 
oles developed, out came thehome remedies 
Span of hot mustard water forthe feet, hot 
Ginger tea to sp and al this, Including the 
fictim, enveloped in a large blanket. The 
Treatment waa completed by being well rubbed 
tnith goose grease, covered in mustard plasters 
lind sent to bed. The ist cough brought out 
‘Mom's cough cure specialty homemade toffee 
So not with ginger i ltt he mouth on fre. NO 
Soll respecting cold dareaneang aroundior ong, 
’A all punchure in a barefoot was a common 
simmer occurence, ¢0 common one didnt 
mention i unt tne foot was too swollen and 
Tove to walk on. Whipped up immecitoly was 
the bread and milk poultice - broad and mil 
Brought to'a boiling mush and securely 




















fastened, steaming hot tothe injured foot. On 
Femovalof the col, clammy mess, therewas the 
Injured momber. white, wrinkled and 
ead-looking, the pain and swelling gone. 

‘The cute fot young toathaches was much 
more sophisticated - trom Dads ever present 
bor of Copenhagen. 2 pinch of shut tamped 
into the offing cavity withthe sharpened end 
ofa match, We sil clscuse the mots af the 
Snutf cure. Dia i stop the ache, or aid ne 
Sudden nauseous stamach psychologically 
make forget the acho? 

‘Sorng time was tonic tine, Every March, 
Dad insisting, Mom stirred up & two-gallon 
crock of very strong, unsweetened lemonade 
faced with a handful of cream of terar and 
Epsom Salts. Eaen morning, uni the end of 
April all family members ~ nursing bablos 
‘Skampt- imbibed thr half lass. Tnicor not 

Watkins and Rawieighs earbolic salvo was 
saa forour cuts anburnsanatorsoreteatson 
tows. ed liniment ofthe same brand eased 
Sore muscles of horse and man. Watkins and 
Fewisigh mon were welcome visitors in the 
pioneer homes, passing on bits of news ang 
‘gossip, picked up doring thar travels through 
{hecourty Onesuchgentlaman, ab Bone ot 
Red Deo, called at our home for years 

‘Ahomesteading must was keeping supply 
cof wood on hand. Each winter Dad Put Up @ 
Soars supply trom astand of timber just wast of 
Us First ine trees must be chopped down, 
limbed and eut Info lengths, all by axe and 
tmuscle power, then loaded on the Bunks of & 
bobsled and hauleg home. A wood sawing boc 
Wes organized for early spring. Neighbors 
helped one another unt everyone's wood was 
Cut int stove lengths then spit and let dry fora 
year 

“The marketing ofany form of produce wasa 
headache in these oary years, Lacombe being 
the nearest market centre unt the ralroad 
Feached Bentley in 1917. As the yoars pro- 
fressed, the farm produced more grain, and to 
Beat the almost non-exsting gran market, Dad 
‘marketed his by feeding out pags. A numberof 
tary farmers were doing the same. Thus, 
{hough necessity the Blindman Valley became 
known asa great hog producing area. With no 
‘grading system in those days, farmers would 
Blan fo take thoir Nogs to. market on the same 
ay at rst ones ortwies a year bul ator every 
monty or two. ‘The roadta Lacombe was only @ 














wagon trail and during the spring and summer 
Fainsit was deep. gooey mes, tullof potholes 
of buyers were always on hand when the hogs 
fried. ‘Dad wes known a2 @ good business 
head and often dd nebargaining forthe whole 
group. 

“These unbearable marketing conatlons let 
totak ofa ralroas to Bentley. These independ: 
font pioneers cd not wait for goveenment oF 
CPR. to provige this necessity. A group of 
pope rom Bentley. Rimbey and Lacombe 
Wont to work and in 1909 procured a charter to 
onsituct thet own riroad. Work started in 
1813, was halted for ashor! times 1914, uring 
Lacombe North Western Rallway pulled nto 
Bentley in November 1817 ating nat sunique 
inthe Canadian nistory of ralvoads. Dad tk 
tley, The first grain elevator was installed in 
1818 so now produce need only be hauied ta 

"The year 1923 saw the formation of the 
lindman Valley Hog Pool, a leacing livestock 
o-oporatve in Canada for many years, 

‘Raho! tine pioneer wie Dad's brother 
Clarence, arriving Irom Nebraska in 1813 and 
Fetutning 1816. He sted onthe land now 
wnea by Lawrence and Joyce Paull Two 
shiare, Ealth and Kennet, attended the Car 
fit school and daughter Ruby, was born while 
thay ved neve. 

A few of Our very early neighbors wore 
bachelor brothers Jann and ay Stesie Amile 
northwest, reached by wagon Wall tough 
heavy timber were the MeKees, who naa’ @ 
Youngs, an elderly couple we chien aa 
Gresved a8 Grandma and Grandpa. and tele 
‘augher. Jonny. Thee homesite was 2 pltu 
esque spot. Ther log house and barn au 
Tounded by a zig-z89 log fence, satin 2 small 
leering in how timber. The nouse yard 
bloomed with iaes and variety of flowers, We 
ehldeen were ightoned silly oftheir dog, Lad 
Sie. South, on the north sore of Syvan Lake 
Tied oe Bigams, aad, with tne warmth and 
abisty of making we young ones foe! =o wa 

‘Our schoo! walking pals were the Thomp= 
outh. We would meet with Syney, Frank and 
Phyllis, halfway ta school and Tished te 
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walk together. We received all our public 
nly 19008. Bil, Herold ang | had Mr. Oo: 
fast across our land and Henry Stone's. Lunch 
pals consisted of Shamrock Lard or Roger 
Syrup pals ana  botie of mik was kept cold 
In a spring neer the schoo! 
' wood-buring neater in the corner. could be 
mighty cold ring the winter mont. Many 
Gold moming, teacher and pupils huddled 
round tho stove sacking a Bt of warmth. To 
wards noon we were usualy ale to eccupy our 
‘desks, sil cloaked and galoehed, Bathroom 
Drvioges wore outdoor priv, the gis atthe 
fond ofa path northwest ofthe schoo), the boys 
Southwest Uniaboled as they were each pupil 
wom day one instinctively know which was his 
‘Dad served on the schoo! board from the 
tary twenties fora good numberof years ute 
Ing his torm a much more modem school was 
built and ater centralization tis ulin ti 
Used aba classroom In Gentiay. The closing ot 
the county schools le toa gradual decline in 
Tn 1916 Daa purchased another quate of 
land, SE, 31-89-15, ust west across he road 
‘tom the homestead Henow ownesand armed 
ttre quarto que an accomplatiment fore 
“The year 1917 was the year of he big pur- 
chase” After an ali, al-night dicussion 
Involving parents and older children, was de> 
idea to buy a ea. Ina fow cay wo wore the 
prous owners of a brand new Mode! T Ford 
price $500.00: What agionious machine, ag 
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tening black, with smooth, shiny, bllsh-wnite 
ties ang a canvas top that ould be raised or 
fowered, "The younger ones were absolutly 
Satod as fo wht made mobile, unbeliova 
ta the citron of today who areborn practically 
holaingastecringwneclIsthesame thrill expe- 
Fenced withthe puchase of a ear today? 

‘During the second summer on our new 
farm, the creek that watered the cate, went Gy 
find the one welled to produce enough water 
for our hers of cows. It was now a twice daly 
‘chore to drive the eal north, down the road, to 
rater at Rainy Crook. Wa young ones thought 
this chorea lrk and fought happily ovee who 
‘Would gt the best norse and sadcleto ride herd 
be the cows. an escape ram much maretng, 
‘monstonous chores. We always Nad ponies to 
Figo, One of Hela’ winter sports was to out 
‘ace coyotes withhis favontesadalehorso, The 
ato were quite offen wintered on the river 
{Guaer, feeding onthe srewpiles frm the tal’ 
Fares. it wes tho responsibilty of one ofthe 
Dider boys to open the water hale i the river 
toch day. Ifthe weather was nice, they wou! 
Sten flood the rver trom this hole, creating a 
Iilelong skating rink. The whole community, 
fen, women and children, would gather fora 
“hating party. Skates were passed back an 
forth so na one was let out. Many 8 hockey 
fume wes played wih diamond willow hockey 
Sticks, Wintore of light sow, one could skate 
Iles down the river or scrase Sylvan Lake 

By next summer a new stock welt had bon 
dog, witha gas motor to pump ewater. A fat 
Sized bulding wae constructed to house mot, 
ump and a new washing machine a wooden 
{wo-tub afar witha wringer betwoon the tubs 
land the wnola thing powered by the pump en 
‘ine. Wash water was neaod in wachboilerson 
{stove inetalieg i the same building. No auto 
‘matic washer today wil ever bring as much joy 
{3 that machine. “Untinow, all washing had 
been done by wash board and tub or @hanc- 
timed machine 

Early fe wasnt ll "keep your nose tothe 
‘rindstone”. The enurch and school were the 
entre of many social functions: inthe winter, 
hicken suppers. atthe church ana Inthe 
Summer sohool an Sunday School pienies. or 
Just somebooy’s bthday tobe celebrated. Re- 
Sndacanofbeansserved on agoverament-bult 
Plonictable. Who couldffordweiner, ana who 























‘expected the government to furnish you witha 
{abte? Snowy white able cloths were spreacon 
thegrase‘eachmother,an entrepreneur food, 
Tha cloth was loaded with rod ehexen, home 
smokes ham, homemade bread an buns, aver 
thes pie cream cans lemonade -madewitn 
feal lemons." and freezers of homemade ice 
ream, That lee cream deserves speci men- 
tion. One a or erie possessions was a hand 
ranked ice cream freezer In lato winter, ce 
ffomSyivan Lake wascutiniage blocks, hauled 
homey sielghandstored, packed between ay 
root sawdust, In. shod bul Tor tho purpose 
Here itkept fr mat of the summer. With rik 
‘998 and cream always on hend, homemade, 
fend cranked ice eream was almost cal fare 
‘What comparieon ean be made othe stuff pur 
tooke ana texture resembling notingmore than 
3 ob of frozen, brushless shaving cream At 
the ploni. chilrers races, tug-of-war, pick 
tip ball games were the order of the aay, wth 
young and old joing in 

al teams were organized in those very ist 
years and enfusiastic ball games betwoon 
Eommurites were carried on all summer. Dad 
pertcipateg for years puting thebasebal glove 
Fe had brought from Nebraska to good use. 

Think te highightof ur summers waste 
uly fie eelabrtion in Bentley. Everyone from 
very ditetion gathered, a gant pientcatron: 
the atternoon flee with games. races and con- 
tests for young andald:theenjoymentotriencs 
two might meet only tis once during the yer. 

‘By now the family was ine. Delmer (Mike), 
ruth Ale and alberta Sena Mae were bors 
December, 1921, September. 1923 end July, 
925, respoctvely. Alborta (Bet srtved atthe 
Nuree Guris nursing home in Bently, the only 
‘one not home-delivered 

‘Theil house was begining tobulgeand 
tne model To overlow so Dad added Model T 
‘coupe, Now the older boys gave up horses and 
took to whaels. Inthe summer, a granary was 
Shicded up and used as eurmer sleeping Guar 
fers. The old kite was fay long and quite 
narrow. Along the south wal sata long dining 
{able with ful length benches on each side and 
Chair at the ends, At mealtime it hold our 
fever, and very often & couple of extra play 
mates, We fied around nicaly, slays Inthe 
{ame order = big one, small one. and 80 on 
round the table." Through necessity, we 
Tearnod fo eat with our elbows tuckoo close to 

















‘ur sides. Thore was no reaching across the 
{able or anyone leaving the table Unt al were 
finished eating, One coulan" get out unt the 
Inorder Meaitines were quiet, ordery and wall 
‘mannesed, afar cry om what one sees t0¢ay 
‘hole tamiiessprawied on the floor in font of 
the T.V, eating thelr meas 


Daring the twenties, seneo tars were held 
nnusly in early September. Our dare tok 
part at Sylvan Lake. Hero we competed against 
ther surrounding schoo! sstrets. Tha Fait 
Coneieted of senoal work exhibit, cooking, 
Sewing and vestock, allshownby public school 
opis Dad hada herd of Angus ows ang each 
Sommer he would pick aut a couple of good 
tales forthe boys fo show. These calves were 
roomed and taught to leed and tat rie was 
fulte offen won by ane of the other. One 
Simmer na boys went al out inter efforts ane 
hada pairot very well-behaved animals. Theday 
fore te Fair, they decides to finish the calves 
of propery by giving them a good fed. The 
boys let the cals graze al tternoon on ash 
Iato-growing crop of greanteed. Now any elt 
respecting cowman knows the eect tis lush 
fron has on 9 ealfs elimination system and 
S000 learns to Keep wall out of range of the 
letnal back end. Thenext morning Das spoties 
what was happening tothe cals and al hell 
broke loose. When provoked, he possessed @ 
vory picturesque, descriptive vocabulary enae 
insisted thatthe Boys take the calves to the 
fair With everyone keeping ats aale distance 
the Fair. Whatever tha animals were (vege 
fnd calves came home witha frst ze 


Each fal, during the twenties and thirties, 
‘Dad had 2 good-sized herd of eatin he Ta 
tening pene - some of his own and some he 
bought as feeders. Those animals had to be 
Vaccinstae, derored ane branded Before go 
Ing in the food ft. a long hard day and city 
work, His brand 6U on th lat hip. he had 
‘eaisterd while sil on the homettad ands 
ow used by his son, Mike. The catlo were 
Usually ready for market right aftr tne New 
Year. Around Christmas time the cate buyers 
were dropping by. One I remember, Bennie 
Hashman, called annually foryoars.Afew times 
the catle wore sold to’ buyer, but usualy 
Shipped to Calgary and sold through Calgary 
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Weller. Whether sod at hore or shipped. the 
Caltlshad ta be driven to Boney and loaded on 
the trai, always, it seemed, the coldest day In 
January. I shipped for saie, Dac qute often 
ade the cattle ain to Calgary and saw them 
fol 








During a recent conversation with wat 
he owed to ths bi of advce glen him by Oag 
many yeare before - "in tne livestock business 
when everybody stats Reading eas, you go 
tweet” The gentleman commentas thea worked 
very well fr him 

‘Avery large barn was constructed in 1927, 
(Claud Wright of Bentay, being the carpenter 
fad the Tian tractor was replaced by a 15-90, 
International. Tho farm was gradually moving 
into amoremechanizod age. Bill wasemployed 
by the Muncipal District of Lome aca Cat 
skinner and the year 1928 must have given 
folks a great sense of accomplishment asthe 
Model Thad boon replaces by a new Chyler 
Sedan, puchases from Ole Boode of Lacombe, 
‘and a lovely, large now ouke was built. Mary 
fvenings the folks spent with the carpenter 
Frank Hewit of Bentley finalizing ther plans 
Cement work and the Tvepace were done by 
Bob and Chale Woolgar also of Bentley. Th 
house stil stands today, strong and study, 
ome of the youngest son, Damar 

(Dad was avery community minded man an 
over the years bocame involved in many m= 
munity atlas. He served on tho Board that 
formed end stated a.co-op store in $922 and 
remained a board member unt The sale ofthe 
ore inthe early thitles to Wm. Holmes. Ne 
fora new entertainment fect, the Bentley 
Community League. The present community 
hall was Bull anc opened July 29, 1927. He 
Continued serving as a board member for @ 
rumbor of years. These wero the years ofthe 
Chautauqua -avery good class ofiiveentertain- 
mont. that showod n Botley forfour days each 
Winter fora pumber of years. incidental. on 
Deni 4, 1990, the nal hosted the fst talking 
‘movie shown in toven, 

Bentley and community weretastoutgcon- 
ing the hospital facities proved by a con 
‘orted home in 1826. Government not bsing 35 
involved as thoy are tosay, twas up tothe pec 














390 


pletoraisea great share ot Tha new 

f2on nome was used extensively for such 
‘money-rasing projects as cara parties, summer 
Socials eas, ete. The new hep Became a 
fact in October, 1032. 

Inthe cary 1900's lite ought was gwvento 
local governments, Gradualy local improve 
ment dstncts were formed, uaualy consisting 
Df about nine townships each with acouncilor, 
who Rad no power to speak ofA small tax was 
levied ona por acre basis, wth frst taxes ru 
fing about four to six conte an acre. March 
1918 the Rural Municipalty Act came int oreo 
ana the Rainy Crock aroa became part ofthe 
Municipal District of Lane #100, which electod 
Couneliors and a secretary-treasurer Oad ws 
bated ss a councillor in the Int twenties and 
Served uni the cary forbes. During hi ir 
Years most road work was by Norse power and 
Tranual labor, tarmers could put in a cetan 
nance, ele, and payment was creed to thet 
fang taxes Gragvelly al work became mocha 
[aed and full ime work crews were hired. One 
Such person, onan early thiniesroaderew. ator 
became my husband. The municipality ofome 
became par ofthe County of Lacombe #14 In 

Mom, for many years belonged tothe Rainy 
members homes, each taking thal turn, Ahot 
Sinner was always served and in off saasons a 
our. A collection was taken and the mancy 


Hey Peterson, Grad 









used bythe cluDforloeal projects. From Rainy 
Creek news item n the Red Door Advocate, Fe 
‘ary 17,1890. Quote "TheRainy Creek Ladies 
‘hid met atthe Peterson home an Wednesday, 
tins. very large attendance, neary one 
hundred being present. Dinner, prepared by 
the hosters, was served cafeteria syle. Ao 
Skate and the laces helo thelr businest mee 
ting", Unguote. Rainy Creek news item Hom 
Fed Deer Advocate, Pbruary 18.1929, Quote 
"The Ladies Aid held their regular monthiy 
acting at the home of Mrs. H.C. Peterson on 
Wednesday. This boing the ts socal gather 
ing since moving ino ther new home, a9 
Unusually large crowd attended, gentlemen a5 
‘wel a lates, The dinner, prepared by the hoe 
teas, of which seventy partook, was served ca 
{etora syle and was deposed of n recor tine, 
Siter which a business meeting was held. AN 
nounced for February 20. atthe Garit schoo 
‘The collection forthe day, whieh smouted to 
512.10, was the largest since he Aidwas‘ormed 
in October, 1906.” Unquote 

‘On May 17,1990 the community honored 
tne folks at home with twonty-ith weing 
inthose days, just the neighbors anc tenes that 
tarod. atlonded and. presented them with a 
beautiful twelve pce Setting of sivertatware, 

‘Dad hac by now purchased the S635-39-1 
45, mile east This land is now owned by the 
Josh Wilkins family. Spring work wes, by now. 
accomplished by a combination of ovae and 
tractor power'=thisin the aye before ceath- 
dealing chemical, to kogp the land weed treo 
find slerile Plants, wikd roses, mikweod, 
brown-eyed susans grew profusely along road 
Sides, every bueberyoushioacedwith rattand 
thtas nested everyahere. Pigwoed was unpol 
luted and eaten ke spinach. Woeds were Kopt 
Linder conto! by summertallw and crop rota 
tion. Hos in hana, Dad would wak through the 
sowing grain, lapping of any Canada thistle 
{hat dared wave fe Mead above grouné. He 
treated the land at a precious resource and 
would tll us allo care forthe land well as no 
tmore was being mase. Untithethirtios te any 
ood treatment used was a mixture of water ahd 
formaldenyde poured on ang mixedin watever 
{rain would be seeded next day 

The aly thirties - the years of twelve to 



































ng, June 8, 1046, at 
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braska. On his return, ne walked othe windil 
fand drank a huge amount of water, informing 
‘he fay that wash fst secant drink since 

‘Mother's serap book and autograph album 
tied in the lato 1800's and early 1900. nave 
been aecepted by, an wil be preserved as Mis 
torial tems inthe archives of the Red Doce 
‘Museum and Archives, 





BITS AND PIECES OF THE SONS AND 
DAUGHTERS 

Herold, Bil ané Murray have their own 
pots in tie Book 

{Ethel marrieg Ca Raabis of the Gilby area 
on October 15.1864. Wallved a coupe of years 
Inthe Eekvile area and Car worked wintrs or 
the Eckl lu mil fring Bolr atone dol 
per twelve-nour day, and during the summer for 
{he municipal road row. We moved south of 
Bentley, S€. 25:001-5 in Maron 1996, living 
there uni 1899, when we purchasea the SIN. 
BatetS ang NW, St-1-8. Hore we famed, 
Dulling a new Rome in 1958, until our ratio 
mentin 1976. Wenavea famiy of th 
two daughters 

Surson, Norman, born in April, 1996, spent 
many years in elem work and ie years as @ 
Supervisor In Egypt. Here he met ang marred 
‘Vivian Aekad of Alexandra, Egypt, moving back 
to Alberta end purchasing our home quarter 
with bulldings in 1964. Norm ang Vivian have 
two children, Sharon and Erle 

Carole, born June, 1957, makesherhomein 
Lacombe 

‘red, born October 199, worked forthe 
Federal Parks In Yono.Banft and Jasper 3nd 5 
‘now with Road Patra, Heanghiswit, Jody, the 
ormer Judy Hirsch of Banf, have. one 20n, 
‘Givistooher. Thay reside on an aereage on the 
forth shore of Sylvan Lake. 

James, born February, 1045, spent some 
years in seismic work, with the CADP. and 
now is employed by the Village of Bentey. He 
tna hs wife the former Faye Jarat ofthe Gull 
Lite district, purenaved and built new home 
‘on our south quarter, They have three sons 
Benley, Bracley ang Wesley 

Patricia, born March, 1946, Ivesin Eamon 
ton.” She and her husband, Christopher Gay, 
formerly of Taranto, havea son anda daughter, 
Damien and Lindsay 














"Garand lve in Bentley, Summers ae 








spent lishing and camping, our winters idle 

Lenard Petereon = worked forthe munic 
ply and in construction work. He maried 
ene Reser of Sylvan Lake and they farmed in 
the Rainy Creekareaunil thelr separation whan 
Len maved to. Regina in constuction work 
Sutferingil health, ne moved back to Rimboy in 
1974. He died in September, 1976 

Lawrence Peterson = worked at home for 
many years, was the mainstay during tho wat 
‘Year Inlater years he was emplayedin Saba 
Chowan and southern Alberta. He underwent 
Spen heart surgery n 1971 andes Apel, 1872 
onard end Lawrence are both buried in the 
Bentley cemetery 

‘Delmar ike) Peterson 
home place after Dass death, where 
lied and farmed up ta the preseat time. Heard 
his wife, Sey, Pave two sons, Michaol and 
Douglas. shirey and Doug new lve in Ree 
Deer Michael ivesin Bentey an farmswith is 
one. 


purchased the 








uth Peterson Trout - nas resided in Ea 
rmonton for many years. Her husband, Harry 
tas a CNR engineer untiieraticment. They 
hve a son, David, and'a daughter, Sandra 
‘nberta Paterson Seemann = Bert's hus 
band, Ai Seemann, owned and operated a 30 
Iie exploration company. They had a son 
tesue and a gaughter, Karen, and resided In 
Calgary until their oaths, Bert ced in October. 
‘968, Alin Maren, 1970. Son, Les ved wit) 
Norm and Vivian Raabis fom age fourtoon. He 
married Robyn Wiese, daughter of Wid and 
‘Susan Wiese, and tel daughter was Born Apri 
T4. 198%. Karen le-a nuree in the Red Deer 
‘Auiay Hospital Ethel Racbis, author of te 
Henry Peterson story. passod away in ihe ate 





PETERSON, HEROLD 

by Herold Peterson 

| was born, September 3, 1907, on the 
nomestead my father, Henry Christan Peter 
Som had chosen on his arrival om Nebraaka,n 
{801 My mother the formor Allee Adclaide 
Frenen, came with her parents rom Minnesota 
in TBO? who homestead te NW. 16-40-28- 
wat 

| hag one brother at he time, and we were 
{ollowed by four more brothers ana Tour stor. 

My earliest recollections were the 10g 
house the heavy brash surrounding the area 





As there were no bult roads, peope traveled 
the shortest distance possible fo ther destne 
‘seldom aday pass that someone didat goby. 
‘Ba i ll i farm work with horses 50 
was gute a novlty to see aur neighbors, vine 
{ing Clarence Stanley, driving a team of Oxon by 
not know the diference between oxen anc 
Cows, eo presumed they were cows. We were 
fo puczled when we saw bl. Burger with Mis 
frst team of mules, and wn they ware diferent 
from horses 
“The wel we had was deep, and pumped 
heavily 0 Pete Clear, whe haa drilled th wo 
ha no trouble seling Dad a winamil. I do not 
remember the day twas ut up.as Mother prob 
bly kept usin the house to Keep us out ofthe 
tray. Many passers-by would stop to water heir 
horses atthe stack tank, and wateh she windmill 
pump the water Iwas gute 8 moder 20 
Pap i tim oF i 


titer by the telepnone 
I stated school September 3:4, 1914, re 
vembar the day well, when my brother Bilan 
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‘walked across the eld one mile east othe Car 
ttt School, Willem Donelason was thoteacher 
bier teechers, subsilzed by the government, 
to veliove the teacher shortage in the sount) 
Schools. He stayed four years. | continued 10 
take ail my schooling at Cart Schoo! ram 
favea over those few short years. The school 
lenis; Christmas, cancers: quite olten Tarn 
Groupe auch as UF. held ther mectings 
{here My parents took us one ight an i 
‘ite anacucation, Everyone cemeny team and 
Sleigh: some with bois on the harness, and 
‘many with hay rack or wood bunks. Light for 
ha schoo! was provided lanterns brought by 
ome, and the smel of these, accompanied by 
Smell crested Irom big fur oats, Boots, and 
Blankets which omelad ke horses, an this 
‘coupled by a number who used chewing to 
bacco end seiton hetlaor; made foran interes 
ing evening. They dacussee seed oa stalion 
Fings. then on to poltics. About this time the 
UPA. were Interested in polities; and forming 
their own party. The diecussions became que 
heated as the evenings wore on; some of the 
‘more socialistic ones tying to put tale points 
{cross The clas ofthe evening was the dog 
fight. kwaea common decurenceto see stot 
‘dozen doge thet had como withthe teams and 
Sieghs. About tho tine the evening should 
fang at soon ar the door was openea the dog 
fying to get away would fun into the room, 
followed bythe otners, and then tho ight wast 
thoschool voor. After much kicking andshou 
ing the cogs wore at ast put eut and order was 
Festoved. Iwas intersting that they always 
held thelr meetings on tne Monday closest tothe 
fall moon, as this gave them beter ight aus 
ling to ana from the meetings, 

1 1918 Dacpurenased tne Joe Caritprop- 
ony, the. W.349-1-W 5th, an he E i330. 
‘Wisin, nth less than 30 acres Broken. There 
Wwe ots of hard work to break thelandandget it 
Yeady tor seeding, 


























13924 was a memorable yess forme asitsaw 
my first trip on atain. The Department of Agr- 
Culture, wanting toupgrade the hogs inthaPro 
Since. tat up swine eds, and junior members 
recenvedapairalpgstocaretor anateadout A 
gion time the members nad to judge these 
pigs for auaity, ana | wes fortunate enough in 
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wining a trip to Eemonton to the Provincia 
Judging. In ths | woman awara for pacing an 
‘guessing the weight of some of he pigs. TRS 
was not only my fist tip othe ety, Bt iso to 
tne parliament bsldings. | have offen thought t 
wanen going into the Ciy of Edmonton, | nave 

in 1983 brother Bill was working for the 
Department of Highways and wes able t0 pur 
hae the .€.20-40-"-WSth, and the NET 
0.1-W'5inI moved onto this place and farmed 
it. Bil ang I with a carpenter, but = small 
bungalow and otnerButaings. On March Tah, 
43939 1 married Rebecca Catherine Chowen 
ea), atthe Chowen Rome, one mile south of 
Bentley, twas a quiet weading with only imme- 
tite fans present. Rev. McLennan of 
ated. When we arrived ome [rom our 
honeymoon, the mobile grin cleaners were 
there, 20 Raa pitched right in and prepared 
Supper for them. and hat been doing i ever 

We Bui larger house in 1940, where we 
lived unt our retirement. 

‘Our family consisted of Janet Gail, born 
November Ist 1857, Garry Herold, born June 
46, 19s1, and two ite ones we lost in infancy, 
Bevery Lynn. bom in November, 186, and 
Ororien Chowen, born In uly, 194 








‘As mostot holand was bush twas.abig ob 
getting Ill eloared and broken, andthe roots 
Pleked. Tha war broke out in O40 and it wat 
fiicule to get farm help, son 1042 wa bought 
ur fret combine, a Massey Haris pull 90 

No. 18. This was a groat help with harvesting 
We were encouraged to keep up production as 
best we could during thosewar years. Everyone 
worked, driving actors and combines, ang this 
was probably tho slat of women working with 
big machinery. Whila we wore working those. 
‘cause by he Waning panes vom Ponholaana 
‘ng by on the voads and highways reminding 

In 1948 Rural Elecetiction came to the 
farming area and we were nooked up. This was 
fr great help in atating cars in winter as wel as 
for lights and vergeraton 

In 1946 the schoo! bus systom was stared, 
bringing the enlaren ftom the county schools 
to the contal school In Bontioy. Ths nas 
‘worked out real wel andiss great convenience 
forthe onlen; although the cosing of country 
sohools was protested by mary. 

In 1955 wo, as family, became members of 
the Bentiey United Church, and have enjoyed 
tnd appreciated te fellowship over the mary 

fuing years. | have Doen A member of the 
board for some forty yours, and Fea was @ 
tember ofthe congregation since 1920, fst in 
Sunday Schoo: ab teacher, member ofthe 
G.GLT, ana a choir member Tor many yous. 

During the 19508 we were quite busy bul 
ing upthe fam, 23 wa nad acatlofood lot anda 
hog operation. Wekeptamarriedcoupletohelp 
with te works In winter we enjoyed curing and 
bonspels in our spare time, 

Looking back ovr the years, Rea end are 
‘grateful for having te pleasure of serving ona 
umber of organizations in the community, ana 
in the provins. Res served as presiaont of the 
local Home and School and the fet Library 
Board. Shelater became aboardmemsorof the 
tincombe Regional Library. We ware long me 
members of Unita, ana Rea was along time 
member ofthe Unites Church Women. 1 was 
Chairman of the Bliegman Valley Shipping As 
Soeiation, the Federation of Agrieuitur,anathe 
Bentley Seed Cleaning Plant. 1 wasalsoaprov 
Sonal board member af the Lacomoe Nursing 
Home, also eporeciated Being insted by the 

















Hon. Henry Ruste, former Minister of Agricul 
ture, tact on aboaréto setup the Alberta Pork 
Producers Marketing Board 

During the 19508 ol! was found in the 
ria Gas Trunk Line came through ovr prop 

In T967 Janot was working in New Zeatang, 
50 we decided to vist her, and as wll our the 
South Paciic. We left Vancouver and vstad 
anit, Now Zealand, Australia Hong Kong, To- 

Garry had stayod on the farm after leaving 
school and we set up a father and son agroo- 
Very well fora ew years. Howover, in 1870 Garry 
Wanted o establish a home of hie own, 20 Rae 
Sn I bought a home in Bentley and moved in 
‘pn 13tGarry took over complete manage 















OF Mie & Mis. = 
ines to vist at Grandma's house We are fr 
‘our daughter, Janet, now living in Edmonton, 
find employed by Woodwars's 











(Our residence in Bentley hae been a busy 
rapoy time Iwas slcted Mayor in 1971 and 
tered In that postion fr sk years. enjoyed 
‘Commission, as well as the Red Deer Subdiv 
‘on Board. retired from Counc in 

| ail ke to gota te arm and hep with the 
chores arhau grain rom the combine, and sit 
wit the grandeniaren 















winter. Her speealtyesinging wits tne Drop-In 
Choir 
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PETERSON, MURRAY 
Murray purchased the NW. 34-29-1-5 an 
the $3 40-1-5 in 1898 ana stl calle home 
thename of L MeCulock. In 1804, € Bogert 
bought the quarter and later sod i to John 
years, John Zimmerman, Af Tallock, Mat 
Foiter and Bil Begert. The st known owner of 
‘Murray was.bom Sept, 18,1818, he seventy 
childotHenry and Alice Peterson, and attendes 
Cart school. He started at Easter time, Apa 
14,1905 ang his teacher was Gladys V Jones. 
In May, 1899, Murray married Reggal So 
caroerg and they have 2 chidron = Fred, who 
farme 2° miles south of Bentley and Wendy, 
For many years Murray playod ball and 
hockey. But gave it up whe his son decided to 
play. Inlater years Murray enjoyed curing ane 
fishing 
In thei two years of thelr mariage, Mur 
ray and Reg had only @ wagon and horses for 
travelling and aso fares with horses. Thott 
factor wes an old Hart Parr, which needed ve 
gallons of water for every round made in the 








Far many years all entertainment was held 
inthe Cart and Ournam schools carapari 
choo! plenies and Chrsimas cones The 
tuldoor satin rink at Rainy Crock saw many & 
‘One of the greatest events was when the 
household appliances, up-to-date machinery 
Sprays and etlizers, Even wit theae changes 
{2000 fends andneighborsemain on thefarms 





PETERSON, WILLIAM H. & FLORENCE 





Me. 8 Mra Honey G.Peteron, "Big Bil” as he 
wets known to his frends and neighbors, a8 
own at Rainy Creek on the family farm, De 
‘ember 25, 1905, 

He was Massey-Ferguson agent at Bentley 

‘ll married Florence Konner, RAN. from 
imbey on October 20, 1942. ‘Thay had one 
Saugiter, Margaret Ann, who marci Wim Mar 
fin, Jin 4968. There one grand-daughter, 
Use, Bor My 10,1988 

orence nursed in the Bentley Hospital 
from 1997 t0 3942, andwas Matron, sucaeeding 
Lyla Tomsett She could tal many interesting 
stories of nursing the Cottage Hospital, 























Margaret has worked on staff and parttime 
Big Bll was very active In community at 
fare He wae involved in keeping order at aca) 
ances during the war years ae Senta Claus 
for the Board of Trade In 1964 was clown for 
the Town and Country Fat Parade in 1065, 

Bill was a member of several lodges: Ma 
sonie, Scottish Rit, Shrine, ang Elis, He was 
President ofthe Red Doer Shrine Club in 1965, 
the year at he donated wheel chairs Central 
Alberta Hospitls, He was chaimano! the com 
Bentey Senior Citizens Apartments, was on 
CChoreh and wae. a member of the Vilage 
CCouneil ana the Chamber af Commerce, 

Bll passed away January 14,1975, 


PETRO, WILL AND MYRTLE 


‘ilPetro's homestead, NE 26-99-15, was 
rather rough withthe river winding diagonally 
ferose tHe was 8 quiet, stay-at home ype and 
Dated for some time before manying Myris, 





Denar, aneighbor ir much younger than him 
sa. They nad one éaughter, Hester, bom ater 
{Yew years but she died fay young. Wil died 
oan after and Myrtle contioued to run the farm 
Alone with some Rep rom ner brother Cifras, 

Myris became avery active member ofthe 
Lonely Hearts Club, which was sponsored by 
‘one ofthe weekly farm papers. Every mail day 
She drove down to ner mail box with her old 
team an democrat, mailing he eters and re- 
ceiving a bundle in return. There waetrequently 
iaitor with the maiman, a wel a theleters 

The waltore stayed for varying periods of 
time ana tped with he arm work but the oy 
fventualy came when they departed wih the 
‘aliman. Finally an ele sito was found, & 
widower with a good faim of his own. Myre 
{old her land, iveetock and equipment and de 
Darts for Saskatonewan, where she ved hap 








"ETRY, GEORGE W. 
By Bertha Hucppelaheuser 

In the spring of 1005, George W. Petry 
win nia wie and four cildfon ear ftom Puc. 
bo, Colorado to make their home in Canada 
George and nis orotherin-iaw, Everett Bide. 
sipped thelr machinery, one buck mare. 
‘ono cow and a St Benard dog by freight fo 
Alberta 

They wore headed fr the Peace River but 
the conductor talked them out of going 30 fa, 
persuading them that the best land in Alberta 
‘vas between fed Deer and Wetaskiwin, Con 
Soquontly they unloaded in Blacktslos. Mrs 
Petry (achol) and the children came in July 
And the tamiy. ved in Blacktlos unt tl 
when they moved out by the Blinaman River 
fn the MeCoy farm. now known a8 the Reiter 
place. The winter of 1900 George worked for 
Mr. JM. Shirkey. In the spring the family 
‘moved to the Tarm now known as the Rudy 
lowe place and planted cron, That winter 
George and Charla Wells vappod lynx on the 
Needham Swamp, 

In the spring of 1907, George secured 
homestead the NE. 2-40-25, six miles west 
and two miles south of Bartley. Moving tothe 
homosted was quite an adventure. The Turn 
ture was loaded onto a hayrack an ted down 
but the roads wore so rough that things would 
reeks and ofcourse there were na bridges. At 

















wath her eiothes and a wash board on Pet 
Deck. She Waveled between Borgencons, nest 
Iiteer mites) doing whatever washing. she 
cous. She wanted Guorge t0 drive nto the 
{reek andl iether walk-on the tongue of the 
wagon and across the load to the other side 
‘She coulan' understand why be was etraid to 
let ner 60 20 but he bull her crossing with 
brush an she passed over. Finalyaftor many 
Gelays the homestead was reached about six 
look and there was enough daylight to get 
Unloaded and ested for the night (in a nice 
ew log house). Tha al Racnel ana Ceci the 
fidest san hauled moss trom the muskeg 10 
Chink up the cracks in the house. The Next 
Summer George plastered over the moss and 
tracks making a nice emootn wal which 
Rachel whitewashed, ving. them really 
comfortabie home 

fre 1907 a homasteed was a problem. 
later for them naa to be hauled by the bareel 
nd tha stock was érvan to springs quarter 
‘fa mle from home. One day Goorge deciaed 
he would build adil for dling walls. He 























talked his plan over with his bachelor neigh- 
bor, Car Histad and tstwsen them tney suo 
Ceeded. They dried a well for themselves on 
bath farms and they were in business. At fst 
they used horse poner and later nad a gas en- 
gine But fund the engine nore voube than 














‘riled In 1909 on the Martin Johnson homes 
tend ie‘ in use today with the orginal 


“There were lots of prairie chicken, phe 
sant aid fish tobe had and plenty of wi rik 
‘which everyone enjoyed picking 

In 1912 George decided the astict should 
hava a school and in 1912, mainly due to his 
Store, # ema echool was but It was named 
the Boyle School attar the Inspector who 
helped ‘George in getting the school bull 
Trees. are stil standing today that George 
Planted. ln tho fall when the children started 
Back to schoo! the fist assignment the teacher 
‘eked for was a ceecrintion of now everyone 
pent their holiday, This alway caused much 
ortinont bocaue everyone had Se: sire 











type of holiday: hosing in the garden, picking 
Wid berries, herding the cows and minding 
the younger ehidren 

In 1996 George sold the homestand to Mr 
Cchuistenson an nought a quarter section (SE 
56) in the Agpolund district He but» house 
ete butt as razed by fre about 1920 and he 
had to bull again, 

Rachel ard ‘George raised eleven chil. 
ren, some of whom sil ive in the dsc to 
day. One son, Leslle, gave his fe serving hs 
aunty in the second Worl War 





coc 1809 - 1978 
Mary, 1901 = (McEwan) 
Usone, 1802 - 1880 faiton) 
Irene, 1003-1944 (Denney) 
Dorothy, 1906 - (Michener, 
Norman, 1908 - 1940 
Sylvia, 1912-4878 (Bish) 


Gordon, 1984 
Bertha, 1817 ~ (Hueppelshouser) 
Grace, 1918 - (Thoman} 





The Petrys wore elvays Interested in the 
community affas and George served for 
‘many yoats on the Aspelund Schoo! board 
George passed away in 1937 and Rachel in 
1954. They are buried in the Aspelund Came 
ley overlooking the valley ang var that they 
roved 80 well 


PETRY, GEORGE 
By Mary McEwan 

Mary McEwan (nee Petry) came 
Blackfslds area trom Pueblo, Colorado, in 
1908 with her parents, Mana Ms. George W. 
Petry" They settled fst in the vilage proper 
land then moved to several surrounding schoo! 

In 119 ane went to lve during tho schoo! 
year with her uncle anc aunt, Mr & Mes. Met, 
‘Who at that time ved on the “Light” farm, 
‘hich is new owned by Mein Hueppelshou 
Ser. Mary was to accompany her lite cousin, 
Lois Metz, to the Gull Lake school, a eistance 
of two and ahalt miles 
there were no roads = just alls and very few 
fences. The school, ot course, had only one 
room ‘wth very Ile equipment or comfort 
‘The teacher was Mis Fred Moore 
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Mary remembers well being thoroughly 
scolded for wrting fer name, along with the 
ther children, on the bosrds and walls of an 
‘81, unused schoo! bulging, 

‘The greatest problem Mary remembers of 
her tripe aerose the untamed country was be~ 
Ing chased by a herd of cattle and @ mean, 
cranky bull As she and Lote were returning 
home, near the Garstrom farm, they beara the 
Cale approaching at a Tast cp. Fortunately, 
the girs were near & slough and just Beyond 
the Slough wore two fonees running pale 
Uup a lane to the Caristom nous, Mary anc 
Lois began hurriedly jumping from one hum 
mock tothe next sometimes missing, and, a 
tor what secmes an eternity, they scrambled 
under the second fence ae the Bul lunged 
through the first one. The gis led up the se 
Cond line fones to the novse and were saved 

‘On another occasion, when Mary was alo- 
ne, she was forced to climb through clump 
Gr willows ang cme a large Balm tr, a he 
fangry bull roared al the toe trunk. Sha later 
learned that th very bull has to be trove 
because he dd attack a neighbor Indy 

Mary also epee another sx year ol gr 
thoi (Roe) Dokken to walk to this school, 

‘She remembers the social activities ~ the 
‘christmas concerts, spaling bees, schoo! po 
nics ang she attended the church services 
which were eld In the shoo 

(One of her vivid memories ie the eristen= 
Ing of Max Moore ‘and. she was most im 
pressed with hig beautiful, long. christening 
omn 














PICKERING, ARTHUR 


Arthur Pickering was the fourth son of 
overt Pickering, and took hie schooling at 
Durham school. Aer this he worked for five 
yoars for hs uncle, Henry Pickering, on the 

In the fall of 1940, he lft for B.C. a8 his 
love, Gladys Wold, formerly of Sylvan Lake, 
and her folks. Mi & rs Wold, had moved 
{o Albion, B.C, They were married May 28, 
1881 and in 1942, Arthur joined the ermed or 
ee, whore he served as an instructor in Nt 
Wartare unt 1085, when he went overseas, 
Returning to Canade, he ajeines hs wile at 

(On May 31, 1946 thor frst son, Lawsence, 
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was bor and on May 1, 1949, a socond son, 
Bryan, was born 

“Arthur worked atthe largest codar min 
tne world, He became vail shpper and con 
tinued in that positon Tor some years and 
then served a9 locsl shipper for tho last 
five years. shipping. record. shipments of 
£44409 board Yoot a day snd 4.282.807 feat a 
month, He retired June 30, 1977 aftr serving 
the company for over thiry-tva years. A sur 
prise party of over seventy tionds gathered to 
Gish Art and Glas the best on thot ote 

[Lawrence worked for fisheries for two 
yoars ler leaving senodl, and then an con- 
Strction fora year He worked for Sestan Ma 
fina for two years ané married Carat Dsosia 
but ater seven yoars they separated. Law 
fence moved to Harvmona and is working in 
the B.C. Forest Products sawmill as 2 Doom 

Bryan wont to. school at the Jericho 
schoo! for the bd and. completed grade 
lover and twelve in Maple Ridge High He 
trorks as an entertainer singing ana playing 
the gulter and fiddle He married Darlene 
Brade In October, 1970, They played together 

veled over ©.C. from Vancouver 10 

Woitenoree, Yukon, They Separated aftr ine 
Yyoars of martod ite 

He antored a contest on @ “Search fr Ta 
tent” by Grand Ole Opry in 1975 and won in 
BBC. and then went to San Dlego and won for 
the wast coast He was one of the top soven 
fut of twenty thousand that made i o Nash 
Wile to play an the Grane Ole Opry, and also 
ut few records which have boon Heard all 
foross Canada. He ls playing and sinalog in 
he Fraser Valley around Vancouver at 

















PICKERING, HENRY AND CATHERINE 
By Louise Pekering 

Henry (called Harry) Pickering was born 
in Poulton, Cheshire, England, on June27, 1875 
land was the second son of Robert and Harriet 
Pickering. He came to Canada 19 Apri 1911 
‘Aniwing mn Eamanton. be got 308388 carpen- 
{er and worked ae fingher on the MacDonald 
Hotel and also on the Unversity of Alberta 
buiains 

In 1019 hie sweetheart trom Chester, En 
land, flowed him out to this country. Mss 














Catherine Johnsen wae bom on March 3 
Soro, Evenjone ealled her Kity.On ner arrival. 
the stayed nih her brother, Tom Jornson, 0 
Nanton, Alberta, She and Hasty wore martiod 
In Galgary on June 2,919. They lived in Ed 
‘monton until i916, when they moved tothe 
Sytvan Lake area and bought the NW. 14:38 
1°5 from Jule Mori. A Finnish couple by the 
name of Waray fspeling questionable) hac 
ment ea ofA Tey had bul aio hove 
this house were al wea, with dovetailed €or 
ners. The logs were driled and pegged every 
fix feet and pest moss was used fo chink the 
Tage, Mrs Warinau nad packed this moss for 
five miles on her back from Burnt Lake. The 
ating beams were grooved an ited with 
FRewed plans, Four inches of soll was used for 
insulation, The rafters were poles all pegged 
Init wooden pegs, Shoeting was Rowod poles 
nd Biren bark was used Tor shingles. There 
was not one nail used in bullaing the Nouse, 

Hany and Kitty worked hard clearing the 
land with axe and grub hoe ana Kity Would 
pila the brush and bur i ae Harry cleo the 

“Tne Pickerings nad no children but when 
the Robert Pickering boys were old enough 
they eon had a stint at working for Uncle 
Harry and for Aunt Kitty oo, 99 there was al 
‘nays lots of sliver to pole, fi was acon for 
the Plekering clan to. got Hary’s. for 
Chnistmas cloner and Aunt Kisy’s plum pus 
fing was delicous 

"They raised barted rock chickens and one 
Edmonton Far tor twenty fve dolar. People 
said thoy were crazy but thoy sold seting eggs 
for lve dollars a setting, However. a coyote 
‘Soon had @ good mea! of their prize bird but 
thoy 3018 eggs for many yeas ata good price. 

‘ne day Harry ana Will went t9 town with 
4 fond of pigs to market ang stopped “atthe 
pub fora fin", They were singing atthe top of 
{heir valces coming home. ana Kity hare 
them. They stopped at Wills Rouse to have 
ome tea and eat something to saber up. Kit 
‘didnt wait But walked up there to soo what 
twas going on and from that day sho always 
went along to town, 

‘They ved nthe lop houke until 1938, 
vinen they Bult a new frame house, which in 
‘luged electnc lights, indgor plumbing and a 























"00k treplace, but Har’ heath start total 
land they docides 19 sel the farm. Carl Kools 
‘of Syvan Lako bought iin 1946 ana tis pre 
senly owned by the Guenthers 

Harty and Kitty moved to So0ke, B.C. on 
Vancouver lend and they bough! two 1019 
with a two bedroom house. He made a bo 
Wing green on one of the lata and they en 
Joye many trenaly games withthe neighbors. 

ity died November 20, 1955 at the age 
of eighty and Hary ved thre by himeslt unt 
1868, when he Became il He spent coma time 
in the nospital and then went to the home of 
his nephew and wile, Art and Gladys Pickering 
of Haney, B.C. Hs health Improved so he 
{ured to Sooke and surprised everyone by 
getting married at ninety four to Rosalie Pear: 
Son. This marviage ony lasted stew months 
‘Wren ha became sick again. and unable fo 
manage alone, he was taken again to the Art 
Pickering home and he died on December 4, 
1871, athe age of ninety-tve. He and Gather 
‘Meir heme on Vancouver Island 

Might ade this bit of humar showing Old 
Harrys wit at ninety tne years - Hie home in 
‘Sooke was across the foad trom a shopping 
Centre. One night he heard 9 noise so opened 
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"¢ window to see two men trying to break 
Into he stor He called out to them and seid 
Hey, wait a minute. i call the poles and 
theyll come and help yal 








PICKERING, HENRY AND LYLA 
By Henry and Lyla 

Wie live on the SW. 239-1, whieh was 
Hudsons Bay land in 1900, Mr Fussol Heenan, 
eased the land trom thi com 
‘reat deat of hay on it, but that year a 
hail storm went trough the este, comple 
tely destroying tne hay crop. 

Me. Gullon purenased tne quarter from 
the Hudson's Bay about 1905, but the enact 
date is unknown. He Red come from France 
land had somo knowledge of ol, she Bought 
withthe intention of ailing on fe He formed a 
company but they wore unable to raise en- 
‘ough money to dro Me gave up the venture 
land returned to France, would som the ol 
Companies didn" share his bails as no explor 
Fation has over been dona on tis quarter, 

‘A Mr, Balou later bought the land and, in 
tum, aold it to Robert (Guy) and Sara Erexine, 
win had come from the United States. They 
farmed it for several years belore selling it 10 
his brother, John Miner Erskine, about 1928, 
‘They farmed it unt We and we purchased i 
in'1B45. There wae a small og shack on 
bul, we think, by Mr. Balou It was in his 
Shack the Lofgren family lived whan they fist 
ame from Stavely, Alta to thi astik 

|, Heery was born in this district on Sep. 
tombor 23, 1915, the third son of Robert ard 
Mable Pickering | Yo0k all my senoel at Our 
hham, which was just-acrose the road rom 
where we now ive. | wa a real sports fan and 
loved to play ball ang hockey. On June 29 
1846 | marred Lyla Johnson, the youngest of 
five chileren of Fred and Lona Johnaon of the 
Pine Hill letrc. nine miles south of Syan 
Lake. They had come tothe cistit inthe late 
1800, 

Lyla’s mother was born in leeland, com- 
ing to Canada atte age of fve. Dad was born 
im Galda, L. Dalots, of teslancic parents in 
1885. After coming to Canada a8 a young man 
he married Lena lugeson in 1909 and moved 
to the homestead inthe Pine Hil datct where 
they farmed unt rticing in Syvan Lake, 

There was much work to be done on the 
farm. With three boys, hired men and thelr 
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‘own threshing machine, there was always a 
fhveshing crew around, When time permit. | 
would fake my Norse fora good swift turn o¢ 
to over to my grandmothers, Mrs. Gustine 
Johnson, for some of her great sugar cookies. 
Being a bit younger than my brothers, had to 
polish thoi shoes and press thelr pants ané do 
Ei sorts of favre fo got hem to taka me tothe 
Sences, ete | loved sancing, horseback riding 
‘ang playing soft ball 

Fhived for a tine in Calgary, wes marroa 
there, and had a son George. Later we came 
back tothe country where I Kept house fr my 
brother Gordon 

‘George was very mechanically minded. At 
tne age of lve he could recogalze what neigh= 
bor was going by. just by the sound of the 
tractor He was the cause of a big search one 
Sey. He had bean playing outside when T 
missed him, There wae alot of bush aroune the 
Rouse, so after searching wih no results, we 
went io e nearby senoal to see tthey nad seen 
Search followed by many neihborsonfootand 
Roraeback. ‘We finaly foun him acrose the 
‘oad, where ne and hisog hasbeen following 

‘nen Hanry an were mari at Syvan 
Lake’ by Rew. lan MeSween, Gladys Woods, 
fovsin of the bride, ang Wiliam Picken 
brother of the groom, accompanied us. The 
fun wee shining that day but It Nad been a 
‘ory wet spring an, with ver few gravelled 
toads there was ols of mud to travel through. 
Needless to s9y, afer the rohearsal we got 
Baaly stuck in the mud and eign" get home 
Unt the wee, small nours of the morning. 
‘Thete was such a lin of mudy shoes in the 
porch, can sil see them Some of tho ails 
fook off their shoes and walked In tho Mud 
morning to get ready for the wedding in the 
ary allenoon. We managed to make it back 
fo Syvan Lake and Gladya and I'went to the 
hte to change. We were s0 trea thal we got 
the giggles, but managed to get tothe churen 
fn time, bly satorsinlaw, Key Jonnson, hed 
{Gone down fo the pasement of the church for 
{box of things and stepped into about foot 
‘St water, a8 the basement was flooded 

“The reception was to Be Meld at my pa 
rents” ome = nine miles of md to get there 
Dad hala tractor ready to pull cas trough, 

















but we had good set of chains, borrowed 
ftom my brother, Kris, and we were able to get 
through without any trouble. Everyone finaly 
rived Yor the reception bat (twas quite fate 
tien we set out Tor Calgary. At Penhold the 
lights went out on the ear so we spent our 
first night atthe Penhold Hotel. Inthe end we 
penta. lovely honeymoon in Bari, even 
though car repairs took some of our money 
find we hadn't counted on that 

With the help of frends and famly, we 
blt'a smal house, which was Inter used for & 
frage, but which we lived in for many year. 
Bag gave me a cow and Henry had a cow so 
fs we acquired more wo started shipping 
ream anc then changed to shipping mik. 1 
Riped. where | could with the animals and 
Grove tho Tractor and the beler and binder. | 
was active In the local United Farm Women's 
Groenization, Being president and cirector at 
times, | canvassed for cancer ané the UFA 
‘winning a trip to Ottewa for sighing up the 
IMest UFA members. Henry and tenjoyes that 








When the chitzran were in school, 1 
worked at the lonen counter at Sims Auction 
Man end then worked as ward ald in the 
Bentioy Hospital, where Ihave been employed 
forten years. 

(On February 17, 1981, a winter of much 
snow and wind, Dianna Lynn was born. Bo- 
use of road conaltons, | spent two wooks in 
Rod Deer with some good trends, Me. & Mrs. 
Einar Stephonson, nut she was worth the wat. 
‘we came home through a tunnel of sf. In 
ome places the snowdets were so high we 
Couldet. see over them. Aft taking her 
Schooling in Bentley, Lynn worked for 8 year 
in Eomonton betore taking Education at Red 
Deor Collage and Eamonton University. She 
ines a member of 4H, taught Sunéay Sehoo 
{Sok fap eancing and was ative In spor, rec- 
tiving @ sports award in high school. After 
teaching one year in Red Deer, she married 
‘ave Vekinetz and they have 2 chiléran, Scot 

‘On May 7, 1955, JoAnn was bom, the 
weather co-operting| mich better this time 
Dr Weaver came in and tld me | had another 
Iie "Tow head, but when te nurse brought 
her in she had & very dark curt on the top of 
Fer head, so | waa sure she wasn't ours, but 
Wwe Kopt her and have never regretted I. She 





120k ner education in Bentley, moving to Lax 
Combe when the Bentley school burned. She 
Was always Interested in horses, and took ft 
Gure skating. She was a help to her dad n do 
rng chores and caring forthe animale, When 
she gota horse of her own, she tained I for 
Gymkhanas and show For about ton years aur 
She has won over one hundred trophies 
Biaques and ribbons, and also the Gentral Alb 
{ta igh Point Trophy for her age group, rine 
Sears in m row, Ouet0 her nore's ness she 
tite from tho shows, but stil enjoys riding 
She is now raising calts from her gymkana 
horse, as well as doing hair dressing in led 

We are staunch supporters of al co-oper- 
ativs, sling all produce through them ana 
‘Supporting thai real stoves 

Henry was secratary of the Farmer's 
Union for several yoars and forthe Durham 
‘Schoo for the last few yoare before it was 
closed when schools wore centralized, ang he 
[set a member of the Blackfalss REA board 








PICKERING, JOHN 
By Jonn and Louie Pickering 

| was born in the ld log farm house on 
September 26, 1913 the sacond son of Robert 
and Mabel Alice Pickering, Our mother passed 
way on April 1, 1921 20 we four boys and one 
Sister wore a ot for Daa to care for. 

| started my schooling in the ol’ Norma 
school, Wille and I vging double on eur hor 
Se. Fx. | remember ane cy I was riding and 
Wie was walking end we saw a lynx It dion? 
take Wile long fo. clm® on and we fost no 
time getting home. The rest of my schooling | 
{ook at Durham and completed my grade 9. 
Wie spent many happy daye ano ha fun pay 
Ing ball with gur fallow students ~ Lofgren, 
Feiswigs, Fils, Tatlack, Spychers and Zimmer: 

The year | was thirteen, | was practising 
high jump at home and broke my knee cap 
Dad took me to Di, Naismith at Syivan Lake 
with the team snd sleigh, Having no wie t0 
Wite the knee cap together, tne doctor sent us 
to Rea Deer We arrived thereat eleven ociock 
fright, he poor horses pling the sleigh an 
dirt as ‘all the. snow had melted in town. | 
Stayed tae woot inthe hospital as my ag 
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was lucky as my knee hasn't bothore since 

We worked hare, cleering land and cig 
‘9ing up stumps but we had our tun times play 
ing ball with neighboring teama. We 3189 
Joyed cr parties ang dances at Norma and 
Surmam schools, Fishing inthe vives and 
15 playing hockey in winter. 

‘Se boys at Rome meant that some of us 
Vent west to Leshoviien the fal of 1985. At 
ter working around the ditt | managed to 
save forty dollars and with that, Louse Leb 
han ang | went to Red Deer and wore married 
in the St. Luke's Anglican Churen by Rev. Ca- 
ron Grips on December 85 1299, 

Weboughtthe N.€ 36-40-2-5,neartheLee 
tend schoo! and farmed there. We were ving 
there when our eldest daughter Mabel Yoonne. 
was born in the Bently Hospital on March 8 
ye 

Im Apri. 1948, we moved down t2 Syvan 
Lake with Uncio Wil. There our san, David 
John, was barn inthe Eek hospital on July 
5, 1985. Wo stayed there only a year and then 
Feturned to Leslcuile, whore we purchased 
two quarters of land from Reg Mason, east of 
Latin school. We ware happy thor, work 
ing arg, and on May 29, 1951, our youngest 
laughter, Myrna Elizabeth Arie, was born at 
the Eckvile hospital. That summer | was lid 
Up for'@ while having hurt my kneo playing 

Nature was against us that year as that 
Wont {0 Leshevile andthe land there wa also 
hailed out and looked like a. new ploughed 
field We worked in Alan Seatts meat market 
‘tom May" until October and realy enjoyed 
‘hat We took over so Allan could have 8 Tow 
‘months off be on hie farm, 
wos on the. goverment bron gang. an 
me, especialy David, 20 | decided I must have 
work with my family wth me.I applied for 8 
Job on a dairy farm, MacFarlan Bros, at Red 
Deer, and we moves to Red Deer May 21 
1984. worked for MacFarlanes for 9 years, 

ni they 801d thor ay, an then worked for 
"2 ed Deer Public Schoo! as custogian and 
later in the maintenance department, working 
there Unt hed to relive imdune, 1977.1 had 
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heart surgery in July, 197 and wih the doo 
tors orders ead from work 

Wie are enjoying retires lite, curling with 
the senior eftzane ang Louice and | nave en 
joyee diecing, carpet bowling and now lawn 
Coming, We aid enjay square dancing belore 
fny surgery. going many places to dance and 
foguary fo Penhold. as we belonged to the 
Carpenter Square Dance Ciub, of which we 
reife members. We also belong to Contra 
Alberta Pioneers Old Timers Association and 
the Golden’ Circle. We also enjoy playing 
ards inthe district 
verglen and LTC. schoo! ai last Dever 
ber 20th. gave us @ surprise forth anniverss= 
fy. It was & Wwonderul event and we were so 
proud of our enidran and eo posse to have 
So many of our relatives an friends to maki 
Such a happy occasion, 

‘Our oldest daughter. Mabel, marie Mur 
‘ay Pla, November 7, 1959 and they reside in 
Blacktede. They had 3 childron - Connie Mi 
fe who wil be eighteen years in August. We 
(were 29 provd to be atthe happy occasion of 
her gracuation from Lacombe High School in 
tiene. 1860, She has bean accepted at SAIT 
hi fal, going thraugh for Computer Science: 
teonard who sixteen and st attending La 
Combe High and. working for MacCosham’s 
urng the summer ang Loree, who willbe 
Seven yars old in September and attends 
choo n Biacktais. 

‘Mabel is head Laboratory Technician for 
‘br. Kaper labs in Flea Daor and Murray fin 
his thie year apprenticeship with Cunnin 
‘gham Eletric 

David, after his school, joined AGT. 
working 4s a linemen. then spicing. ane Ie 
ow omployed a2 outside Plant Engiseor. He 
married Shariene Von Hollen on December 3, 
171 and they hava a daughter, Rhonda, seven 
years old and a son, Kelly, fouroon {from & 
previous mariage of Sharlene’). They tive in 
rod Deer and Davis has eon active in coach 
ing the Wore Warehouse Team ang they woo 
the Automotive Trophy las yer. 

Myrna, our youngest daughter graduated 
witha BA. on June 4, 1972 Shemartied Derick 
onside of Blackles, who has a8. Thay lve 
InMfecicineHt,neroMyenaisempioyedatthe 
‘County Culture Learner Center and Dovick 
faba store “Pipe and Paper in the new Mall 


























‘one af he highlights of our Ne was winen| 
we wat fo visit Myrna ena Derrick while they 
were teaching in Malawi, Africa. Lite oié we 
think, when we took about Africa in our 
‘e0grapny Inesons in schoo, that one day we 
Would sea Area. Half way aroune the world! 

We also took a tip to Disneylané four 
years ago, Hawaii thos years ago, Paulsh. 
‘Washington two years ago and to Mesa, Ar 
zona last Jaruery, 1979. We hope that our 
Feaith Koops up and we willbe able 10 go on 
Some more trips, God wiling! 

TLooxing back over the years, now realize 
the citlerent eras of farming 1 have boon 
through, Fist of al, Dad has two oxen, Spot 
td Red and then came horses, the steam on- 
Sines then gaa tractors, diesel and now pro- 
ane. In the beginning we just had coal oll 
fps and candies, ten alin lamps, gas 
lamps and, finaly, slctity 


PICKERING, NORMAN 
‘By Louis Pickering 
Norman, son of Robert and Elizabeth 
orig, was born on June 8, 1927 and nas 
{od ahs Ife onthe home fam, NE 14-38-1= 
5, He took his schooling at Durham, is fest 
teacher being Miss Holton. He then attended 
(Gis Agreutural Schoo! fortwo years ana has 
been farmer ever since. He, with is bother 
Witlar, farm a section of land and there nas 
[lways been pigs its not unusual to see Nor 
‘man hard at on his heed and pte fork Ms 
Rand. chasing “omery” pigs. (From my var 
tage point across tne roao, notice the ai is a 
ite blve™ at times wien the plgs don't co 
1s Interest in sports i widely known and 
he has a table ful of rophies for curing, plus 
any. prizes he has won — for nis "hope 
{chest” he says. He played ball for many yea, 
{allowed by coaching. and now he helps the 
players ut by umping for them. He. also 
played hockey right through to tho old-timers 
find fs tian ardent hockey fan. M stil kes 
{o go galing and fining with his fiends. 

Tn 1978 he bought & hew hallton tuck 
and drove to London, Ontario, {9 pay a sur 
prise vist on his many cousine there. He en- 
foyee tack them by pretoncing to be 5 
[edmen. when he arrived at thei homes. Nor 
‘man nas had a nearing handicap al his ife but 
‘Sccupa it without complaint, 

“Ato all his brotners had lett the “oost 




















vouch tor the good care and soneern ne a 


PICKERING, ROBERT AND FAMILY 





Fobert Pickering was bom September 10, 
the thd son of Robert and Harriet He came 
4 Canace in 1911 with Ms bide, Mabel Alice 
‘Southall rom Ellesmare Por, England They 
worked for MeKenzie Seed Ca. but for nelth 
county air 
Bob fled on homestead land out in the 
vost county, but when he wer fo ok at 
tea and purchased the NE 13-39-15 from a 
‘Mr. Elridgo. People by she name of MeManon 
‘Tho log house had Been put up in a day 
by tends and neighbors, And 0 it was inthe 
log house that Boe and Mabel became 4 part 
at is community, A team of oxen, Spot and 
Fa, was al hay had for work an travel Thy 
naa some horses lator hut the oxen stayed on 
for several years seving ther purpose. They 
were bad a8 they would take off with tells in 
he alr, leaving a crooked furrow behind then. 
‘Neighbor, Gust Wal, cut the grin wih 2 
stx-too! binder that was pula by horses then 
in ture, Bab would do the stooking for Gus. A 
Me Bone ‘would come with ma. threshing 
Unlike his brothers. Willand Marry, who had 
no children, Bob Pickering dis iote of boys! 
First thore was Willam, then along came Jann 
followed by Henry andinen Arr A daughter, 
Dorathy, was born August 24.7918, 
Bob took an active part in the two 
schools, Norma and Durram, being eacretary 
‘though Mabel hed been raised in the 
city, the fam lie soon grew on her, She ran 
From the cows whan she ist arived and be 
Js and seemed to get them todo her 
Diading” One night when 89 was attending & 
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school mecting, a two year old colt got coi 
and she was able to drench the animal Perel 
‘Sho was taken from tne family in ehldbirtn on 
April, 1921. The baby, Rober. ied fortwo 
ays. Mther ana son are buried together In 
the Asplund cemetery tbl was ny yars 
(On November 23, 1929, tragedy struck 
this family again when Dorothy ied from 
burns, suffered nil the chien were play 
ing in a newly” thresned. straw pile, which 
Caught fre. She dad in Lacombe Hospital 
Many are the stories ofthis famiy of boys 
and their dad batching, The bread was 80 Nat 
8nd nard you needed en axe to cut Bil, 
the eldest! would try his nand st Baking cao" 
kos but the other ite rascals would come in 
land swipe his cookigs ang run. He could never 
fateh ther as thoy could un faster than he 
auld. Once in his trustation, he grabbed the 
hot stove tid tte and threw hitting one of 
his termentors In the back. Fortunately. thoy 
Both led to tll the tale! In the winter they 
‘would often wake up To find snow on thei 
tho wall. They woulé make ther lunches ang 
trudge off to School. Mr Wright was thal first 
cher at Durham and fom ll accounts, wih 
Mr. Wright you ‘ide do. anything, Wrong! 








Mrs. Webber came and kept house for 
watzhing us running around.an top ofthe bul 
ings. relates John. "We drove her er8zy = Do 
ratty Duncen came trom Calgary tokeep house 















































but she lft to marry Wiliam Craig and they 
moved 1a Rutand, 8 C 
me Gils stayed with the. Pikerings 
temporacly, unt they found a place of theit 
‘own. Mrs. Gil was teaching at Ourbam atthe 
“The boy's uncle, Albert Southall, came 
back "He had spent some tine with them 
living, Sy this time he had marciog Ellon 
Brown of Sylvan Lake, 20 Ellen helped out 
The Southalls moved to Sylvan Lake, where 
‘ivert gota job on the ralraad fora while and 
fater became an elevator man at Slancia 
Whore he. spent thereat of his Me, ellen stil 
fin ary age, OF interes. perhaps, Alber and 
Elen were marvied ina double coremony wit 
Eimer and Bertha Pleo = Bertha and Ellon are 
‘Back to the story of the litle bachelors 
fon March 24,1926, Miss El2abotn Bell Irwin 
lrrved by tain from London, Ontarie, t9 bo 
rested by the boys and thet dad. Ths ile 
fy stayed ard the allowing July 29, she and 
Bob were married, Emil and Ruth: Schmidt 
more boys ware. born to this family. Norman 























fhusy for Lizzie, but no matter how late in the 
don. Down through the years. many of ner re 
Sho wert back home ony twice, Besides 
‘and friends. she had many pen-pals, toa. She 
alter would go for three cents." Se aso 
Foyes sewing and entered some of her workin 
the Benalto Far and tie FWA. conteren 
Wednesday night before the full moon! The 
Ree Cross and the Cxippe Children's Hospi 
fal were two more pet projects of Elizabath 
She was an Anghiean by faith 

Bob Pickering cled suasenly on Docom: 
ber 15,1958 atthe age of 74 yeas. He ded in 
the log house he had cme 10 20 many years 
fd servea' ae a home for over sixty yeare 
Unt 1960 when they. Bult a new home and 

‘On the eve of Elizabeth's 9oth birthday (a 
pany was In the making} she broke her hip 
find wa taken to the hospital, She was never 
‘on duly 15, 1979, atthe age of 82 years 

‘family of boys needed a mother an she 
needed a famiy of bays. Ist H good ihatthey 
‘ot together? 























PICKERING, ROBERT JA, 

Robert (Bob). son of Rober! and Elizabeth 
Pickering, of the Provo district, was born in 
Bentay, Saptember 19, 1953, He Look his fst 
six years of schooling at Durham, which was 2 
miles from home, Ifthe Norse was inthe Hele 
‘walked. He remembers times when they had 
‘idgen to school and Mom had given them 
Toosen on the way, leaving them with Soaoy 
sandrches 





nen Durham school close, Bob went 10 
Aspelund sohodl, four miles fom home. He 
the Dumam club fora good aumber of years 
He was also a great favorte of the younger 
set, Ton Years and under. He wae genuinely 
fond af these is and when they 2a nin) 
coming they were al set fora roll an the Hoot 
‘or just fun and games. They would even tase 
his teasing and enjoy i. He was missed wien 

van Lake for Jack Goodey at Lakewood 
Shirley Mannix of Sylvan Lake and they have 2 
Sons, Daryl and Darren, and sil ride at Sy 

‘The. good times Bob remembers of the 
‘old days" were when te family would hook 
ue Reo nd go ve the ngs or 

















PICKERING, WILLIAM AND LOUISE 
By Louise 

itiam Pickering was born January 22 
1912 in Red Deer, the oldest son of Robert and 
Mabol (Southal) Pickering, He has Ives on 
tho NW 13-30-75 all hig le. He started 
to Durnam when # was bull He was a rer 
ber of the young peoples” group in Rainy 
CGreok district and trom all accounts, they ha 
{unt He enjoyed playing ball ane hockey. One 
cole day. the Pickering boys, and some ethers 
from the team, got thew ol6 Chevy touring eat 
and. drove down to. Shay Nook where & 
hockey game was scheduled. They got thee, 
Cleaned the ica and then waited and waited 
bul the opposition never showed! Some ofthe 
boys had fo run befing the cat on the way 
Rome to keop tht feat fom feozing 

Bill has lay liked horses ad fook good 
caro of them. He took pride ina job wal- tone 
In tho fil, back wen all the machinery was 
pulles by horses ~ sometimes ai head 10 
Fanaio at ance. | tke Rorses too ana he gave 
me his saddle horse betore we were married 
{So how could | eluse im when Ne proposed? 

We were matted November 16, 194% at 
the home of my parents. was Loulse Holling 
stad of the vars district We mat when | 
Stayed to help my aunt, Mrs John Sire. ne 
lived on the nox 108d west of the Pckerngs, 
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whist devas and dances at Norma and Ournarn 
on Friday nights and the picture sow in Sy 
Slurday’ night Our mode of transportation 
was Wil's 1928 Granem Paige, 

ur fat house has been built by Mr 
(O'Meara, who had praviously owned the Qua 
for, and ater the Prokerings Bought ihe place 
in 1929. the house was used fora granary, Ho 
over, it was moved over by the oad and 
‘ade liveable, we Thovght, and this was ur 
ome for twenty-six years. By the time tve 
chilron had blessed our home, ws wave abit 
{rowded so we “aised the root, 20 to speak 
And. added two rooms. In 1967 we bought & 
house that nad been used as a demonstrator 
Rome in Red Deer, haa it hauled here and 
placed on a bazoment, which nad beon made 
Feady. and presia instant nome! We had na- 
{ural gas instaled and this along with the 
locity, was comfort pus! 

‘ur family and where they are now: Wi 
son married Phys ames, She had three chi 
‘ren JoAnn, Darin and Travie ana they a ve 
at Syivan Lako. Gary and nis wit, Nal, ve 
in the Withrow district ang they have tree 
chldren Keith, Loudnn ane Nadine, Elaine 
marred Art Oldtora and they make teir home 
In Lacombe. They have two children, Douglas 
fand ‘Sher Lose lvas in Medicine Het. He 
has two daughters, Patel ‘and’ Carla, who 
lve wth their mother Syivia and her son, Deo. 
mond. live in Pen 

Al the chien attended school in Bent 
ley. Wilson took grades one and two at Dur 
fam before centaization They all dd, and 
Stilo, enjoy and participate in various spo 
I woll remember that first year the kis wore 
bused to Bentley school. We covered every 
Cormuricbie “dita. you cul magia 
‘one was down with somthing ele, 

(ur nearest neighbors, of course, were 
the Pickering ftks and many ae the footstops 
(of the plank across the dich over to see 

‘Gram Pickering, 

‘We attended the Reiny Crock Unites 
CGhureh units closure and are now members 
othe Bentley United Church 

| think you could say that Bl Plekering 
stays witha job. Thirty years ago he started 
working on sale days atthe avetion martin 
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ed Door and continued thera unt his te 
front ao montne back. He was honored 0 
oasked to ut te banat he ot! open 
ti ofthe now auction mart (Buen Lake) In 
‘anwar. 1860, In 195 he took onthe Job 
inouman forthe Aapelund Mua! Telephone 
{Co and stayed th that unt went uncer 
Sroune twenty yoars later Thoso ein al 
{fon tonite of taming’ He and ns brater, 
Norman far together 

te for me, known around the neigh 
bothood ts being srt of caretee and some 
Tho 05d “nnooent te just © ay Up around 
the place" On one ofthese occasions | hod 
the ele fal, including the company va 
ing wih Gram Pickering, al ou fighting tie in 
thai Sunday best | know bother Henry's salt 
tas reve the same again and I wonder the 
Shiekens inthe brooder house vealzed they 
ame witin a Toot of becoming fryers before 
{heir time. Another tine, many years back, | 
Sroppec boxes and bags of junk from the UP- 
Stare window, and Wison and Gary had boon 
lected to cart t off to # designated spot 
where it was fo be set aire. Well the boys 
Togged onan old ral tence not far fom the 
fre They wore reading someting of ners 
they had found during toi task, when a fa 
Suaden theve was a eres of min’ expision, 
Sha tooked out the window fo oe the boys 
Sicking themssives up ofthe ground ana 
fing fr cover - hare had been some founds 
‘GF Synamite caps inane ofthe boxes, [Besides 
ovveclaning, Ilo to ing 100) 

In my SPARE TIME, | am always happy to 
sing at wedsings, funerals or other soca 
fvonis, when I am invited, and spend many 
Pappy, Route enteaning atthe Senior Ci 
teers Cheb at Bentley 28 wel 28 singing with 
PICKERING, WILLIAM AND_ EMME 

By Leute Pickering 
Wiliay Woodtin Pickering was bom in 
Poulton ‘heshie, England on July 18, 1873 
rd wa the eldest on of Robert and Harr, 
{Woot Pukering, He came to hs county 
Soom after tne tun of ha only and worked 
{ora white for Scotty McPherson, MePhersons 
‘wore one ofthe fst to homestead in the Sy 








van Lake area, They later moved to Victoria, 
BC. 

‘Wil then served as a deputy sherif and 
game warden inthe Benalto and Evars cts 
SW. 14:99-1-5. He lived in a log shack that 
hd boen bul ths previous your by Wil Gu 
fr in the south east comer of the quate, 

He had married Emmie before coming to 
Canada, ut she didnt come to Canada unt 
Ser ne was setles on his homestead. Thay 
Maren "26.1901, according. to. Iniomation 
found in an ol family ble. Her maiden name 
wos Emily Olver and she was of Spanish or 





ite tog shack with only a it Noor. Thal fist 
{Crop wat reaped olf awe acre eld spaded 8 

Will acquired some horses and ponies 
ans had plan to raise ponies forsale, Dut tis 
Towed by law to roam the range. They bath 
foved horses end Emmie spent many nous 
fading her pany, Dick. They had cow oF Wo 
went 19 work fora judge eat of Red Deer By 
this time, Wits brother, Hary, had dough! 
{uate adjoining thers, 69 Wil ane Emmie re 
‘This would be about 1917 and their neighbors: 
Included the Keizo, Daincord, Webber anc 
Faucher families, Entertalnment was petty wel 
fil "nome made’, at house parties with the 
Reighbors. Alter the schools ware Dui, BOs 80 
‘als wore Meld and enjoyes by al 

Emme spent a while in Red Deer taking 
in boarders to supplement ther income. Iwas 
Surin ths time inat Will Gecidea to increase 
the chicken flock and was coming Nome rom 
Weer wi a cratful of hens, together with 
{couple of calves, when nis sleigh hit a art 
find turned over. The horse brake lease and 
took otf When the Webbers saw the horse in 
tall narness run into thee yara they said. “On, 
there's been an accident”. Thoy caught the 
horse and went down the fod to find Wil y= 
Ing with 8 back injory. They took rim to thee 
hhame and eared for hie until he was well 














ering about the nens end caves 


‘ne wintor bath Wil and Harry wer 
fering with toothache and nothing to Kil 
‘oy dscoverod it wasnt good eure as 

got badly burned mouths 


a Tako of ye inthe decayed tooth 
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Emmis took sick with cancer in the fal of 
ingly 14,1994, when she ded at ho age of 
thity-nine years, Mie. ls must Nave boen @ 

ing to Emmia when she tare and nursed 
rough the lst stages of her ines, Will 
Continued to ive on the farm by himeet. He 
‘was fond of animal and always ned dog and 

















Clearing the tana went slow and so in 
1225, during the summer. Wil hved some I 
ing lived wh hi for a year, T9445, to 
Hammond, .C to vst Art and Gladys Picker 
ing in 1946 and then on to, 
able to care for himself any longer, he was ta 
kon into the Rome ot his brother, Bob. were 
ho died March 18, 1949, at tho age of seve 




















Will and Emme neg no children. He tet 
Pickering. Jr, wno sil owns if. Wo eal "Un 
clo Wis", of course. We stand and look 
shack by & spring, almost lost in a sea of tim- 
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from Cheshire, England! 7 


PICO FAMILY, HENRY AND SOPHIE 
‘By Edna Harden (nee Pico) 

My parents, Henry and Sophie Pico, 

born in Beomark ut on ferent islands, and 





baptized and confirmed im the Lutheran 
Charen 
‘Ae was the custom In those days they 


bath lft Rome to work Dad got a jo on 2 
zalling vesee! az 8 cabin boy and helpes the 
ack propare meals. 
cided to goto North America, wnere he had an 
Uncle In Nort Dakota While staying wth nie 
Uncle he lead the cabinet maker’ trae and 
then went on to carpentry. It was a trade he 
was very good at and it'stood him in good 
When my mother was 17 years old she 
land where she was raised. In California she 
work with 8 ctr and is tami eng 
to speak English, and the doctors. chilren 
helped her a lot as she would listen to them 
wile they cid their homework, and often had 
itoia she took 2 tip 10 Washington 19 visi 
My Gad had @ hall-brother named Poter 
to dance, as did my mother. They won a prize 








set up nousekeeping in Spokane, 
ved unt the spring of 1811, 
‘During the early part of 1910 Dad sper 
some time in bad wit inflammatory rheumat 
fam and the doctor advieed him to move to 4 
‘ror climate, 0 that fal my deo and Mothers 
orother, Han bought land, 2 quater section 
‘one mie west of Sentey. Hwa the quarter 














that James MePrerson had homesteaded and 
bon my parents, but especialy 20 for Mot! 
f= she had come from the ety, where she had 
fan electric stove, with hot and cold water, 

(On the farm she nad none ofthese things 
an hat Yo learn how to Bake Nr own bread 

However, while til in Denmark she ha 
worked for & farm family and leaned now 19 
Til cows, and that was one accomplishment 
Where ahe was excelent This was lucky Be 
‘ouse one ofthe fist investments my father 
‘couple of teams of oxen. : 

My uncle did the farming with the oxen 
and looked after the cows. He had worked on 
4 dary farm in Spokane 20 was an exper ml 











During this time my dad worked at his 
trade a6 carpenter to ear9 money 1 Keep th 





Bertlay and spent one summer In Edmonton 
\whots he helped bulla the High Level Bridge 

Wie aid not get any horses to work with 
Lunt the second oar we were in Albert, 30! 
Ime. Sometimes | would leavs my ded a wee 
41a time boforo going back to fake him and 
his tools nome again 











‘Soon ater we came to Alberta we became 
acquainted with Hane and Camila Hanson and 
frien they learned my ded was a. cabinel 
taker, they hited irs to Buld a cupboard For 

ry who was busy Relping his brother pick 
peas. They were filing a wash tub, the most 
peas | had ever seen in my ifs 

My dad stayes al the Hansens to build the 
Harey Hansen st aF UA. dance in Bently. We 
wont togetner that year and were marcea in 
the spring of 1924, We had a honeymoon tip 
to Vancouver by tain, and by Boat tom there 
to Seattle. We spent a couple of wesks visiting 
Harrys folks in Arington, Wash, 
thvee gis, Edna, Alma, and Matie, all born in 
‘Spokane, Wash, and May, George, and Frank, 
vino were born in Alberts 








Phonon May Morin nd Prank, 


an 
Ama met Wiliam Meer while visting a 
pen plat Foremost. Alberta and they were 
fag one son, Walter who passed away. a8 ois 
‘ima, Wikar i in 8 nursing home in Benton 
‘Montana. He nad polo and was lft cripped 
the Bentley shoemaker They lived in Red 
shoemaker unti his death in 1983. Marie stil 
‘May married Arthur Rasmuson and they 
worked fore mining company at Alex Aerta 
‘They had three chlsren, one git and two 
Boys, one of which cod in Infancy. May and 
Arthur were divorced and May mated George 
Morton. They ive at Grand Forks, BC 
‘Goorge marred Jean Hale, They have four 
chilren, Robert Connie, Pear. ane. Glen 
‘original McPherson homestead and cheese: 
factory 
Fran Jona the amy. ane ater te war 
My father passed away ln 1966, afer 
spending some time in the West Park nursing 
Mother is now 97 yoars young and isin 
tne Lacombe Senior Citizen Lodge, 








PIERSON AND REED FAMILIES 
By Alla Morris - Deceased Fe, 1982 
Michigan, September 22,1873. She mart 
the late Samuel Pierson in her late teens, He 
‘ied leaving her with two smal eons, Paul and 
Don Pierson, She ater marieg Hamer Eugene 
Feed and they had one daughter, Eva Rees 
Etta and Eugene Ree, with Don and Eva, 
motored from Davenport, Washingtan to Us 
Combe, Albers, October 31, 1835. They 
Shipped ther machinery horses and effects by 
fail Paul Pierson accompanied the ral ear 
‘The family then located in the Benjamin 
distil on the SW-21-81-2W5. Lalor they 
ought the quarter of land on which the Cal 
kin Valley School was situated. They farmed 
there for several youre, In 1996, because of i 
health, thoy retired to Bentiy tobe near thei 
Son, Don. Gene passed away July 7, 9938, and 
Ett dled on August 16, 1045. Thay are both 
Paul Pleteon marred Marie Coverdsle 




















trom Rimbey in July, 1918 They had three 
fis, Dorotnes, Doris, ang Lil, Paul passed 
fay in 1061 at Lesovila here he was ving 
tthe ma, Maria now resides in the Ausllary 
Hospital in Rimboy 

Don Pieaon married All Adams on Fe 
bruary "1 1090. and. moved t0 tho Jabez 
ePnersan farm, the NW.24-43-1-W'5, They 
had three children Donald, Glenés, and Ma 
under the attendance of Or. Wm. Henry. All 
involved in the work of the United Church in 
Bently 
LRA. course through Calgary University. He 
fare now residing in Houston, Texas with their 

Glenda graduated in 1956 and took a bu 
sipese coure the folowing year. She married 
Eaward Pogac of the Lockhart district They 
have three daughters and ive at Syivan Laks, 























Mavis graduated in 1952, later taking 
business course in 1961 she married Calvin 
Hlntala of the Kussamo district They havo & 
fon and a daughter and ive in Sonat, Alber 
Don Pierson setvely termes at Bentley 
unt he tne of hi death, November 2, 1963 
He was a member ofthe Unites Church, an 
Secretary of the Gull Lake Mutual Telephone 
Company for years. He was also 8 member 9 
the Church Board for several years. No was 
flo & mamberaf the UA He fs buried inthe 
Bentley Cemetery 
November, 1865, she. maried Nick: Mori, 
formerly at Regwater Nik fs an employes of 
Petra Fina Oi Co. in the Gilby-Diamone Valley 
‘li fs @ member of the United Church 
Yate, She was also a member of the UCW. 
tor 34 yeare Alle also Belongs tothe Searen 
Lgnt Club and has been'a member since 1034 








ORION AND MARGARET, AND FAMILY 
Frank Pike came trom Lingo, Nebraska, 
‘fe, Josephine, and thea chilren, Orion, Lo 
‘When Orion was old enough he sawed 
wood and sid grinding for the neighbors for 
rion met Margaret Wiking in 1829 ang 
they were matries Apr 28, 1280. They Bought 
8 form into Conteviow datrct in 1931. There 
Seas very litle snow in January thet year and 
they Ravles firewood on a wagon. Orion and 
Margaret ost their house by fire in 1842 
(rion and Margaret had a family of ten 
emiaren. Davia, Donald. Doreen, Donna, Den 
his, twin boys Douglas and Owight a boy and 
4 9it, Dwane and Bianne, and Daten, They 
Tost Dennis on October 12,1858, when he was 
1, na farm nouse te ess of Lacombe. Mar 
garet and Orion fet the farm in 1964 and ro 
tired to: Bentioy, whare Margaret sl ives 
rion passed away in June of 1981 
David lives in Rocky Mountain House. Do 
ald lives in Bently. Doreen marced Everall 
Noumeier and they hac two ehilaren, agit and 
‘boy. They live west of Belay. Donna ar 
fied fchard Gittens, and they ive im Rocky 
Mountain’ House, Thay have. 'no.hilren 
Douglas marries Florence Gitens They hive in 
Bentley win ther three Boys. Owight married 
Uaureiei Fisher. They had three ys end two 
fl anaive in Rocky Mountain House: Dwane 
lives in Ecko. Dianne marreg Ralph Gitens 
land thay haa wo gis and boy. Darlene mar 
fied Alfed Meio. They had one bay and one 
Gl, and ive west of Boney 




















POGADL. JOSEPH 
'y Glende Pierson 

Joseph Pogadl wae born in Handlova 
{Czozh. in 1809. tn Ap, 1926, he came to Can- 


ada, rst going to Bruderneim,wherehe worked 
(na farm, brushing, untl October. At that time 


‘ano ere alsa from he home town in Czech, 
{nd th four of them went to Nordagg to workin 
fhe mines. 

Elzabeth Pogadt was bown in Hanciova, 
Cceech. in 1902. In May. 1028, she arrived in 








NNordoge, with her two ehilren, to join her 
husoand 

“They lived in Nardeog untl Joe was taken 
sick from gases in the mine. In the spring of 
4829 they moved te the farm where Ms Po 
acl stl resides. Joseph Pogadl passed away 
in February, 1870, 

“There were six chiliren of this marriage, 

Betty Pogacl was Dom. in. Handiows In 
1924. "She married Gerald Olson of Bentley 
‘They had three children: Wayne, Bruce, ant 
Viet! Gerla ded as a result of a car accident 
in November, 183. Belly continues to ive In 
Bentioy 

«Joseph Pogadl, J. was born in Handlova 
ln 1826. Joe ves in Victoria, where he ia bus 
driver. He married Helen and they have one 
daughter, Lorraine, 

award Pogadl was born in 1929 at nome, 
He married Glonds Person of Bentey. Thay 
have thee girls, Maris, Marcin, and Monica 
Fd isan elevator manager and resides in Sy 
van Lake 

ul Pogaa was born at home in 1822. He 
‘marti Phylis Anderson othe Bente sistrik. 
“They ad tree gis: Bonnie, Linda and Patty. A 
fragle ear acident struck this fait and Pau, 
Phylis and Linda were kiled in September, 
1865, Bonnie has married and has two. gis, 
Kathy and Chery. Patty thes in the Rimbey 
itr 

Wille Pogadt was born in 1883 
at eentiey. 

Mary Pogacl was born in 1834, She ved 
‘and worked at Rome unt her death in August, 
‘966 
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POLING FAMILY 
By Elton Poling 

My father Jone Westey ling, immigrated 
to Bontay with nis fami in $907, when | wae 

We were a family of nine: my father, my 
stepmother, “Susan” Elizabeth, wo step 
brothers, Claude and Ray Wright three broth 
8, Geel, Ray and Zeo: my sister, Bessie, and 

My father, while lving nest Stanwood, 
Michigan, haa read of the great opportunites 
forhemesteaders n the Canadian Prairies, nd 
having four sons anatwo step-sons thought he 
‘would try it Ths was after he had gone to Ben 
Vey and area and stayed for about sx weeks in 
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‘order to fin out wha things woe ike and while 
‘here ad chasen a farm known es the =ersolo 
farm about three mies southeast of Bente. 

We arved at acombe, November 10,1907 
with'a boxcar of atlas effects Thess wore 
trove the fourteen mies to the Ebersole farm, 
where we lived unt 1878 

‘Claude Wright married Frances Miles and 
lied in Bontey untiis death Ray Wright mar 
flee Agnes Matis ard ved on a farm he pur 
chased north west of Sylvan Lake, and sper is 

My sister, Bessie, mariad John Edward 
EEleworth and their atm was midway betwoon 
Bentloy and Rimbey. They lve there until hey 
feted to a Senior Ctaen’s Home in Ponoka 
‘Alberta Theron son, Hary one aarm inthe 
Bentley area, and he and hs wile, Cla, ven 
Pimboy. Ata 

My two alder brothers, Cell and Ray, wont 
to Portand, Oregon, where they #008 at auto 
mechanic's course. at he. Hemp Trade 
Schaal. They Ister came back 19 Canaaat join 
the Canasian Army ang were both killed at Vimy 
Flgge, inthe fall f 198, 

My brother, 260, ana wentto the Ql Lake 
‘Schoo, two mies south and tree mies east of 
Bentley. My fst teacher ae | remember, vs 
Wiss Sprovie, who taught all the grade trom 
dre tonne In that one-oomed school. 
‘School in Patan and took motor mechanics. 

Inthe States and stil lves tere with 
My fanr sold hia farm about 1820and then 
moved into Benny, where he bought he very 
‘able and ranitand oi the local draying unt 
hs death n #924. He had taken a mikecow down 
tova small pasture when he saw a pony which 
haa broken oosefrom twoboys, who were les 
ing it Patnarranaftor't and sodcenty tal tothe 
{round and died from heart atack In afew 

Ina been working on my dadstarm on hall 
snares, two anda miles noth of Bentley but 
wihon Dad ood | moved into Bently #0 Iie 
vat my stepmother and managed the Ivory 
Stable and i the oraying until 1926, won 
married Mina Garnes, daughter of Mr and 
Mire George Gales, Told my intrest i the 
ivory stable and my tear of day Morses, and 

fan of mules an got aj withthe United 





























Grain Growers a¢ second men in 1927. late 
fan th UG. elevators at Aspen Beach and 
eke unt 1929, There wae 8 partial ro 
falure mat year 80 Mina and | moved back to 
Bentley and | worked Yor her father, George 
Garis, at a firewood sawmill at Norbuek 3 
‘ing, west of Wetaskiwin, 

‘On January 17, 1990, ou fst eld, Lorna, 
wae born and later th year we moved to 
MeLaughiin, Alberta end on August Ist 1 
opened up the U GG. elevator there, Wotivedin 
Metavghin until te summer of 184, during 
wih time. our chloe, Shirly. George and 

During the time we tved in McLaugh, | 
machinery and tnck, a de line to help ou 
Finances during te citicut"Mungry Teties 
had sold two trucks toa farmer, Gus Jonson 
find we moved Back to Bentley in 1981 to do 
truckinganacommision basis tor Gus andalso 
Some commercial trucking 20 my own 

We 1948 Gus and | wont up to the Alaska 
ign todo tucking there doringsne imate 
hiahway waa being Bui | ought one ot the 
{rueks ftom Gus inthe spring of 1844 and re 
tumea to Bentley, where | continued trucking 

Our ith child, Geraine, was born De 
‘cember 8. 1947 and after that worked 65 & 
‘carpenter for several years for the Lacombe 
‘Schoo! Division and Iter opened up @ men's 
‘wear store in Bently and also dfove a schoo! 
bus Yor faur years for Elmer Calkins ot Bentley 

In 1868, after Mina had boon it or several 
Bie to. closer to some ofthe family. Lorna, 
‘George and family and Gara ived in Van 
‘Souver and Harry Sn tary lived in Teal 

‘Lorna Huston, jenowa widow analives only 
ssnor itanenomuninunaby Gore. 
Wire fe le a professor al UB.C. Harry and 
family offourenteren sill in Trail, wherone 
Is plant superintendent for Cominco. Gort and 
herhustand, Bill Brennan, ndiwe chilon ve 
Ih Victorias and Bil fs commer fishorman, 
Shirley ana Water Arnholz ana family of ree 
stil ive m Lacombe, Alberta and thor oldest 
‘aughtor ves in Calgary. 

'My wife, Mins, died rom cancer on Febru 
ary 2.1970 and | lived with Loma for several 
years and on March 26,1975, | married Sarah 




















tember, 1989. She and nar husband and Mina 
and ined boon renal foursome” since 132 

Sarah and | stil lve in Burnaby and are 
enjoying Ife together, in spite of the usual 
Scher, pain and ils that seem to crop up for 


POLING, JOHN 
By Harry Elsworth 

Jonn Poling came to Alberta in the fall of 
1907 ang setled on a quarter south-oast of 
Bentley, whichis now owned by Ian Gibson 

‘The family consisted of Coc Ray, Bessie 
(later Ma. Ellsworth) 200 and Elton 

Mrs. Poling nad 2 sone fay and Claude 
Wright rom a previous mariage. They also 
came fo Alberta 

Bessio worked for Wiesos at Gull Lake 
where they operated a hot 

‘Cecil and. Ray wore killed overseas in 

John Poling later mowes to a quarter 2 
rnles non of Bentoy and then back fo Bent 
ley where he operated a livery barn until his 


PRINGLE, WILLIAM F. AND MYRTLE 
ByGA Pringle 


Willam Farguson Pringle and Myrtle (nee 
‘sutelife) Pringle moved to Alberta fom Chea 
ley, Ontario, in 1916: frst fo Monarch, then 
ter to Cantor, belore traneterring 19 Bemtey 
in 1927, wth the Alberts Pacitc Grain Com 

Thole famiy, at tat time William John, 
aged 18; Margaret Frances, 8 years, and Gar 
Held Alexander. aged 4, grow vp in Bentloy 
and attended the rea brick. schoo}, Oslord 
eluded classes up to grade eleven, There was 
Senior high school teacher with about ity 
Kent, Isobel MeLaggen. Harry Wikie, Dick 
Damion, sim Moseley, and Elsie Skocdopoe, 

The Pringle family wore active i the at- 
tof the United Chueh. Ministers through 
years ineluded Rev. Haworth, McLennan, 
(Gy Warren, Ricker and Armstrong, 

The hospital was @ busy and valued in- 
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Henry a tue fiend to anyone who needed his 
eclcated care. Those wore the days of many 
minimal fees. Some ofthe nurses remembered 
there Miss Brown. Florence ince Kenner) Petr 
Son, Jean Thevenez, (nee McPhee) and Lis 
Scour, (nee Tomsott), 
the same strest and stl fondly emembered 
were Fred Hunter and te Hergotts, Hews, 
the Bentley area come ta mind. including the 
Wrights, Petersons, Holmes, Garres, Sum= 
‘mors, Soloergs, Ray Wiles, Hutons. Georges, 
Dickaue, Robert Stewarts Fay. Jonnsone 
Ronschiers, Hopkins, John lish, Wiherels, 
Thorps, and Milos 
Bil Pringle spent many years on the Hospt 

tal Board and Church Bosra. He was 2 mem 
Der af the Oadtelows and teesonic Looges, 

Myrtle Pringles Ife revolved around er 
family’ and ner church. ‘She was an actve 
momber of the WMS. and Ladies Aid. The 
family wore involved in ehureh groups, auch 
asthe CGIT, Tunis and Rangers as well 25 

‘Myrtle Pringle died in 1950. Bil ved with 
thalr caughter, Margaret ane her husband, 
Baur Goi, Edmonton an aterm Cogs 

‘Jack is married. He and his wife, Mary, 
1943, She and Bar ive in Calgary, as 00 thot 
two dauahlors. Garey and his milo, Dorothy. 
borta, Their one son, Bil lives in Calgary. 








By Harry B. Hansen 
‘Their daughter. Tin, was born sbout 1984 and 
was a popular student at Gul Lake Schoo! 
This quarer section was tst occupied by 
Dayton Wareham, Marsnall Warenam wes the 
next owner The Nathan family then occupies 
{for sovoral years. Me. Nathan passed away 
‘ale living there, Mra. Fad Renscher was 8 
‘Saughtor ofthe Nathane 
‘Tho Prins family od a seaminaly seclused 
le and eid not do any large scale farming 
Their social Ife entorod around the Dutch 











nt Woody Nook, the farm to Lou's Cabal, the 
‘etn er and moved tothe Fraser Vale 





RAE, JOHN AND FAMILY 

Me. & Mrs, John Rae came to Bentley in 
1019{rom Deol, Mich, endboughtthe Ludwig 
Larson farm one and one-half mies north west 
‘of the vilage 

They had five children: Jean = Mrs. GP 
‘Tyrell residing at Sun Lake, Arizona, Ethel 
passed away May 16,1826, Mary-Mrs. Oat Roe, 
residing in Calgary, Annis- Mrs. Angus MacLet 
fan, residing in Grand Prarie and John who 
passed away Mareh 28, 1851, 





‘The Raes retired trom farming in 1951 
retiring in Bentley untll they moved tothe 
Nursing Home in Roa Deer. 

"Me: ie passed away May 4, 1974 and Ms, 
Fao August 8, 1974 





RAINY CREEK NOTES 
By Marion Cabelka 





Rainy Creek derived i's name from the be 
\welttramped path slong the north bank ofthe 
‘reek. They were tol his was originally a But 
{alo tral and later sed by rango cate and 
horses: Many butfaloskulleanddeerhors wore 
‘oune near the Cart farm, anda huge set of lk 
fntlere not fer ftom Glen Neleon's present 
2 road of historical interest was the portion 
through the alstret Coming south trom Ed 
‘monton I crosseate Battle River near Ponoka, 
{cle the south end of Gull Lake, and on tore 
Rocky Mountain House ford onthe Blindman 
sloughs and muskage, following roughiynort 
of Rainy Creek, passed through the Medicine 
odge Pls to the west, and on tothe Hudson's 
Bay fort at Rocky Mountain House 





fom Mary Nelson's Memoirs 


Transporation in winter was by hore (or 
fn ront sleigh cunners}:insummer'y wagon or 
Stone boat (2 platform on runners). In 1912 
Sotlers clearing land for a oad were palé 25 
Eaty setters mentioned the hordesot mos 
quitoes. Some but smudge ies so the animals 
{oul tana in the smoke and be tre of tes, 
‘Cows would becriven:nfathe smoke and would 
Stand there tobe milked. Most of he tlds were 
‘ery smallunti the ntrauction ofthe tractorto 
‘western Canada following Werld War | 
Plumbing. In the early days of her marriage 
washing done with a scrub-board by hand in 
{Ub Late, large ron ket noleing t2or more 
Salons of water, had been suepended trom @ 
Fea attachod tothe top of two poles. This was 
water was extromely hara it had tobe “oroken’ 
to about 8 tablespoons of ye was acded tothe 
Surface, which waa removed, using slong 
hang skimmer Before the water reached the 
baling point The hot water was then carried to 
3 washing machine Inthe nearby pump nouse, 
‘The same small engine that pumped the water 
ranthe washing machine Most ofthe soap used 
Inwashing wes tomemade, Tis same large ket 
tie heated water for family bathe, and was used 
to neat water for the sealing process 
‘She told of thei frst chicken house, using 
mateias at hand twas made of wo pole pens, 
fone about trae feet emaller. an placed inside 
the larger each abouts foe! high Awindowin 
Sond of glass, and board door, also lacing 
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cut with a soythe, and died, was tamped be- 
poles, lad cross the top in a sloping poston, 
find covered with thick grassy sed, formed the 
‘So ol ost ana ow rough nena wee 

‘The fst telephone line in the district came 
in 3909, Rwent south and wesrom Bentley and 
down what is now Highway 2, 

“The ary satlers homes weremade ot logs 
Lumber needed for floors and finishing was 
‘awed at he Caspor 0. Vig sawilinear Sunset 
Hil. Lime was used in the constuction of rock 
foundations, ling ehinks between the 109s 
And later in pastoning walls for those who hada 
frame house. This ime was produced Io aime 
Kinand Mary Nelson described thetrstone she 
{awon the George Garres arm (now Jahraus). 
tir Gerrieshadmade nis imekinon the bank at 
{Small ereek near his home. This resembled a 
huge fepiace built nta the sie of the creck 
Dank, inwhich a large wood fra was kept bur 
{ng sicasly, cay and night for at fast a weok 
Neighbours took turnstokeep the fire, blast and 
haul the rack to the kin ste and bring loge 
Sutabie fr fring 

great deal depended on the proper plac 
ing ofrocks in nein. Imagine an igloo, shaped 
from the oeks (usualy quite a), with the door 
way coinciaing with the opening inthe sie of 
the banks through which the fire was fed, the 
remainder ofthe itillad witnarerock andthe 
{Emoke ana fame escaping through tho whole 
pile 10 the top. When these flames reached @ 
Earn anads of chery re, the ro was allowed 
and, or even layers of sloughhey. Thelimewas 
Tet to ‘cure’ unt it was eniely col. The sur 
plus ime was ld to othe setiors, orto dealers 
Im Lacombe, thus adding to the Romestoaders 
Of sighting that cherty fd flame, as with hor 
parents she neares the Garnies home on the 
Second day oftheir Journey out from Lacombe 
ster their atval heroin Apri 1907 

‘Setters helped aacrather with theerection 
ot mir log bulings. Otten bee’ was hee, 
neighbours coming to halp ase te logs ne 
thes an enjoyable tmawnan neighbours worked 
nd iste together Women held quiting "bees 

‘An organization of the pre-1920's was the 








‘Young Peoples’ Literary Soctety. At the meet 
ings news from a paper known as the Rainy 
‘Greek alter was sometine road I gave gen. 
the "digs" at frends: ag, Housewife caling 
Dachslorneighsor: came toctermy sympathy 
for the death in your family: Bachelor "There's 
been no death in my famiy. what made you 
think 30? Lady: ‘The aark mourningeloth hang 
ing from your door knob Bachelor "That's not 
‘mourning, that's my tea-towele drying’ Ths 
{Group put on concors, pays, social evenings 
nd borsocials Debates were popular Two 
fapies noted in 1915 news clippings were = 
‘Recoived, thatthe present European War was 
necessary for the Advancement of Chistian 
Chitzaton, and 2, Resolved. tha Woman Is 

inthe 1890's the United Church Young Peo: 
ple's Society tlourishea for many yoars, and 
fnost of the young peopla of the cistrict at 
fended. The mister gave help ane guidance, 
‘members took partin many programs andmany 
Sometimes with vsling speakers. Fora Tow yo 
fare 8 act play was presenteainthe spring. ar 
then taken fo nearby commonites. The group 
‘exchanged meetings with other Young Peoples 
‘rou rom Sylvan ake, Lockhartand Fairview 
(Lacombe) 

in the 1990 many of the Young People 
were unemployed and sil at hme, The Young 
Wiomen bagan meeting in' group called The 
Independant Order of Unmarried. Women 
(LOU ML). The name came trom splay thet ha 
recently been given, This group had no aet 
toating date: they got together wen anyone of 
their umber decidedto call neathers together 
‘They bela seighing parties, coastlng partes, 
pienics anghikes, mended ine church nym, 
helped s idy te a quilt papered te rant room 
Bt another needing help wih tho tack, ete. One 
‘memorable day they brought team, disk an 
harrow, hows, rakes and spades ena worked up 
the ehurch yer. One by one they married, ang 
finally dlebanded when nane were sil Indo- 
pendent ang Unmareiea 

“AULFW-A.wosorgenizedin June 1938,The 
‘iat officers were Provident = Mrs. Hay L3y~ 
cock: Vice-President Mrs, Ruseell Heenan: 
Secretary-Treasuer = Ms. Fred Nelson. Other 
members that year wore rs FA Edwards, Mrs 
Fred Carr, Mre, JB. Dane, Mrs. AA. Peto 
Mire. Henry Stone, Mes. Frank Nelson, Ms. Mt 
Bigam, and Mise Cora Oane. 

















They studied timely topes, had demonstra 
tions - rug making, cako-cing te 

“They attended UF.W.A. Conference each 
summon and won many pris on tei enn, 

Dairy ca cluo was formed in the 1990 
trough the Department of Agriculture under 
Mr Fred Neweombe Offspring. from those 
caves improved ‘istrict dairy herds. Later, 
young people joined other 4H clubs 

“Te tist sual mall routethrough thedtstet 
trom Blacktlgs fo one mila west of high 
way 20,2 miles orth then east. ang south to 
Bisokfalds again, early mail calers were Mr 
Waghor, sr Fred Miler, and Mr George We 
oy. 

in May 1992 rural route? outotBentey was 
stale and came through the ditt fom 
the north-east. and then wast from the Church 
commer J.C Carrtt wasmaiearier on ti route 
for ine tet fiteen yeers, succeeded by John 
Solberg, 
the spring of 1949, 
leigh man’ an the Watkins man’-They brought 
2 Variety of spices and flavorings, sosps and 
‘intments forsale ta the rural popultin, ang 
usualy let a smal ‘goody for esch chi 


RAINY CREEK BASEBALL 
In thecary days, pre 1920, the young men 
of tho distil formed & baseball team They 
held me. champronsnip trom Sylvan Lake t0 
years 
'A copy ofthe minutes of an early meeting 
May 10, 1914, flows: 

Moved and cari that the baseball team 
known as the Rainy Croek Isto go under new 
‘name whien will be known a the ‘linden 
Valley 

Moved andeatrie that the lineman Valley 
team areto tex each member OO which willbe 
lsed for purchasing supplies forthe sad te 

‘Moved ans earig thal the said tam are to 
‘get new suits of dark red with emblems of 
BMV, and each member to pay for sad sult 
which are to be goten by Mr. Fred Carr and 

‘Mombersol the eam were: tr Fred Nelson, 
Captain Second Base: Mr-John Nelgon itches 
tae ree Carnit Thea Base: Mr. CA. Whitesell 
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Catcher, Mr DA. Whitesell Fist Bate: Me 
Prema Hutchison Cente isa: Mr. John White 
soll Left Feld Mr. Wiltur Whitesell Son Sto 
Nr Ghas. Steco Right Fel: Mr. Keith Siar Bx 
tra: Mr Harold Veetkind Extra: Mr Jim Carr, 
Mir Edwin Hanson, Mr Joe Per 

Following isa copy of poem composed at 
that time by some one known only a2 The 
Rainy Crock Poot 





Have you hoard ofthe Rainy Crook Nina? 
‘he best bal team in basebal time 


They are the boys who play the game 
Trey cary the emblem of the Rainy Creek 
[and this f due to Neleon Free 

‘Who always to the boys hath saia ‘Play the 


Now the edit we give to him 
He's the one that pushes the game along, 





‘Now our pitcher, John Nelson by name 
Heil deliver esl, with tho Rainy Croek any 
‘The other teams now take & 

They know his cue, they cannot hit 








With Chas, Whitest Bening the at 
Ho wil catch ‘am, we al know that. 
‘though at times alte hot 





Feed Carita litle windy at times 
He's one of th boys ofthe F.C. nine 
He nol thie base, he holds it tue 
He nove lets bal ip through, 


nce ina whie a bal wil ship 
Ho's sure of hing, we're sure of that 


The other players, fr lack of space 
But their playing 8 surely fine 
‘Thay are members of the A.C. rine 





Now wa have given you lots ot tun. 
‘The reason more games we have not won 
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Ever sine the team AC. begun 


Now i you Farmers, one and al 
Wi give a dollar 1 the RC. ball 
“The games that we wil win by fall 
Wil be astonssning to you al. 


RAINY CREEK CHURCH 
8 Marion Cabelka 

In the summer of 1802, the people of Rainy 
Crk fet the need of reigious services in their 
‘Quest ar Robert. Soot, farmerly af Ontars, 
‘congregations in Rainy Creek district in Sey 
tember, 1002, and mace arrangements forthe 
atthe home of Mr. and Bs. Uren (now the 
Geral Wilson fam). Mr. Scot stayed at the 
Forster nome on the north shore af Svan Us 
fe. and neld services in varous homes. He 
flso Meld services in the ‘Randoiph Appoint 
ment” (now Durham) at the Randolph home 
‘itich is now the Archie Carlie farm, 

‘This Mr Scott was the seme Rabert ©. Soott 
vane later served for many years inthe Marine 
Mission on the west caast, One of tha boats of 
the United Grureh Paci Flst was named in 

‘Soon the homes became too small toc 
commodate the growing congregation. There 
‘rere now enough school-age ehiiren foforma 
ment regulations - so the sottlers decided to 
Duda enurc first, with thuerstanding tat 
time as 2 schoo! district could be formed ana a 
proper schoo! bulaing erected. Mr Nois S.Nel- 
on, grandiather af the prasent Nelsons, do- 
ailing 

During the winter of 902-1808 men hauled 
was eld for raising tne loge in placa, No one 
worked herder, oF put la more time onthe pro 
ject than tr Scott himest In October another 
pose bee was held and te lor lac. and oat 
Shingied. ‘The decieation of the new church 
Building was held November 29,903 Mr. Soot 

















them watm. They finished instaling the win 
{dows the morning ofthe decication 
‘ough boards nailed to lage rols of wood 
‘There was no cash expenaitare ae his Buaing 

et. CR. Carsalln, ater principal of On 
tari Ladies’ Colege, and Re. Charles Hoi, 
later a missionary 19 China, were the officiating 
tlergymen for the dedication. A supper and 
focal time was held the folowing evening 

“The schoo! board supplied a second foor 
and school desks before the opening of school 
there on February , 1904, twas used unt the 
CCarnit schoo! wes bull and apenesin January, 
t605, 

improvements were made to bulging and 
turnishings rom timetotine, offen witn ne help 
bbacama part ofthe United Church of Canace, 

Ii 1931, the oxginal buling was replaces 
by a larger, more upto-aate bulaing. and the 
dedication was nels November 26 ofthat year 
Fv. GA. Watron was minster at tat time. A 
financial repot given aha time aga showed 
‘no debt against the busing, aresult ofa payas 
You bulld policy. Later moreworkwasdoneon 
the interor. a basement was constucted.on the 
tract sita of the log chure®, and the chuten 
bulleing moved on to Pew. communion 
bia, and gfe were given by descongents ofthe 
plonoers and Gedicatd in thir memory 

Services were held here untt the end of 
1965, In January, 1966, the Rainy Creek congre- 
‘gation joined with and wae welcomed into the 
Bentloy congregation. The ministers. ater Mr 
Scott ware the same as those at Bertloy. 

“The Rainy Crook church bulding was pur- 
chased by tne community and is now used asa 
Community Center 

















RAINY CREEK U. CW 
By Marion Cabetks 
‘The lado of the Rainy Creck district hac 
iven every possible nelptowaras helping with 
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tht et sma nomestans Pome tk marr 
ne. fear) Noon abe any Oe 
como 089 

SOME OF THE EARLY MINUTES ARE VERY 
i anoures esto 10 ‘One sy sates 
1s bodensepngterineman 
























long path 10 a neighboring farmyard. Then, a 
faithtl parishoner built one and et up ini 

omer of the chureh yard. was used unt 
ineide facilities wore inst The 





purchase an organ for not mort 
purchased from the T. Eaton Co. but the cost 
nishee the material fora vestibule, 8 by the 
bill amounting to $2140, tn 1016 hey fnancod 
the materia for covering the log wall with wal 
board and for bullaing a chimney, tho labor bo 
Ing done by voluntoors 
8 A great deal ofthe cost of the materia fora 
fnew church to replace the log buldng n 1998 
Wee raised by the Lagies Aid who. in co 
Write Elophant ent 
MONEY RAISING 
7. Various ways of ralsing money have been 
vod, but the mos profitable has been the sale 
bake sales, auction sales, etc. At one time 
members gave ther Sunday e99 money. wh 





















amounted to $40.00 inthefrstsixmonths. They 
fied quits for 806 each, cowed carpet rage fo 
15e por bal put on an ice carnival at the Toca 
Tink sponsored a neighbornood sports day, a8 
well #8 many other projects 


RAINY CREEK HOCKEY AND RINK 

My eanlest recollection of hackey i this 
dict was tree oF four trips tothe ver in a 
‘winter. Early tha winter, any atch ofice on 
lake. slough orereek was fir game. aftersnow 
Cama you shoveled snow fortwo hours toskate 
forone. The goal was apair of overshoes set at 
the puck disappeared into the snow bank, the 
Closest one fo it got fo ig tout and start the 
fame again. Many were the arguments andthe 
Feteree had 10 make many quick judgments to 
Keep the game running smooth 

‘ster the schoo! at 1805-1028 was moved 
trom the schoo! yare in 1932 the ditt res 
(dnt wno wanted arink got together with hand 
tools and several four horse teamsand resnos 
‘8 60 x T60 foot area was levelled and 22 Yoo! 
fence with ailing above, was Dui The school 
hed a well tat didnt produce enough good 
later for flooding so water washaulegin barres 
{nd an old steam engine tank borrowed forthe 
Purpose. About 1896 8 now well was cried 

in the 1940's the rink was eniarged to 80 x 
105 feet, a sgh plant purchased in 1945 and 
Many were the social parties neld there 

Hockey was abigparto theactviy. Rainy 
‘Crock played many games in an arca from Al 
ta Rocky Mountain House and Rimbey Innis 
‘1, s940 te Red Deer Boaraot 
sored a hockey tournament in Red Door Elght 
teams fom surrounaing dsticts played forthe 
‘wophy, which Rsiny Creek won in 1846, 

‘ith the rink inthe echoel yard. Rainy 
(Greek tuned out many excellent hockey play 
fers, in this day, would ate NHL status. 
pasend through thi district, s0 wont I 

When {look back, | remember te nackey, 
carnival, skating patie andthe fun anaenioy 
‘mont had by all who authored there 

‘iherink’starea‘In 9082 with a big ot 
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together th skating, not dogs and al the est 
itn hecosureo! the Cari school in 1852.6 
Fink wont with it ts losing @ large pet ofthe 
‘iste fa progress ane centralization 


oan 

‘n the late 1930's, about a dozen neighbors 
nano Rainy Crook atl doesn he 
Sumer Thy tore wat was ered a8 
iter Ring. Each member wou conte 8 
Dot arial, welghing approximately thw 
By about iwenty-ve pounds of meat week 
Shares Th anal obabutheresna org 

he ocl atcha te veri before aso 

{ute an ordeal One tamerhaahie stead 
Shins vober ved tar back ote lomber 
Sagan ean the horses tok ht an tan 
Sony owuting ne rar ands crge Fort 
Teesturd ane es arivred ne nextmoring 
Sane omneraceasin he snimal wes doves 
letoeateher ana gout ottapen aches 
te mmr chas before twas eapturea 

“Themen wn cs the buen were alo 
cesponsible to slver he mest Tesewere Bi 
Sager tank Nelson and ream Wyatt Each 
seed wo ote years 

“he eareae a cot and wrapped in pack 
sss of eqn! nna and wach member aso 
‘eu weight, the contac oe sneval 
the Red Deer Greamery installed 2 walk-in 
treze pan ner lockers aul be renee 
ine erly ent Marke opened iniar Pant 
inte arty 10s Teae fo became obits 
sinen fra Elecristion come yan each 

















RAINY CREEK 
FARM AND HOME IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
‘By Olga Thompson 

In the early 19503, Lloyd Rasmussen, wna 
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was the Distiet Agiculturst in he County of 
Tice in Lacombe was very dedicated to his work 
land the progress ofthe Community. 

‘As he visited the various farms and 
conversed. with the families, together they 
‘sgreed that tha farm in general could be up 
Suogestione and soon the whol family would 

In the fal of 1959, ne na sparked enough 
conthusiaem in the Bently area that a esting 
‘nas called and the Farm and Home Injorove 
tiey and Distiet Board of Trade and Agriculture 
as well a8 the FU, Local 8022. taking In 8 





inthis program the District Agricuturt 
would draw p program with each indivi 
family inthe spring ofeach year at wha 
provements they. would anticipate for ha 
Year. Some of these would be paint obs, 
fither inside or out erect a a new bulding 
tear out fence, or ld unsightly Buldings: ge 
otal yard clean-up: get ito a crop rotation 
Doll Up the livestock with etter Breeding oF 
plant a shelter belt ane the lst goes on 

Some time in October the D.A. would tour 
the district and check on the achievements Yo 
‘eof theprojctehad bson completed and how 
‘wel wey were done In November a gathering a 
fllmembere (tal farm fares joined) would 
‘moet:n tne Community Hall fora banquet ands 

In 1954 a corticate had been drawn up for 
‘ould attach a soa of dierent colors depicting 
the degree of the accomplishment each fmly 
had attained. These seals were marked Fair- 
Gooa-Excellent and Superior 








The ceriicate was framed and signed by 
LO. Halmrast Minister at Agreutre for 


“These programs ran unt 1958 and the last 
couple of yoars Walter McNary was Distt 
were not competing in achiovement. with 
‘anyone alse 

Iti a groat deal to beauty the armstones 
fang “brought a. closer slatonsnip. In. the 








RAYMOND FAMILY 
by WO, Skoss 


ABNER - Born in Nebraska on June 3, 1849, 

Dies in Meord, Oragon in 1326, 

Moved to South Dakota in 1884 

acto families sic the fst and eightin 

Reasons for leaving Sauth Dakota: 

1 Biter memoria of mistreatment of 
ans by he soldiers, Abner was foreed 0 guide 
the oops to Wounded Knee where 200 men. 
helpful tothe Raymond family 
5. Bad farming conditions insects such as 
“4 Ciosing of saw mil 
5. Exciting newecfwondertuloppartunities 
in Canada, 

‘ADELAIDE - Abn’ second wi 
ter 19 his rst wie Caroline 
oatover 1, 1855 

‘Adelaide and Abner leave South Dakota in 
19 with 20 amilesand80 wagons. Oldest son 
Charley was wagon master They reached the 

















Bentley distr, Aloerta in three months, Age 
Taide drove 2 democrat all the way, with her 
mother beside her Florence, the baby, was 2 
Year ola. The tp was hae and ein but no 

"adelaie ced in Mecord, Organ in 1228 




















130. 








indman Valley. 





LOUISA-Bo1n 1877. Came trainin 1800. 
Married Ed Hankins and homesteaded Pete 
Kozak’s place, Lived where Carrols ate, for 
three or four years Ed was amikman for yeas. 
Lives and dled in Bentley area buted in 
Bentloy 

LEANA Barn September 10,1886, camoin 
tain covered wagon, Marre ll Cummings 
In 1003, Farmed at Ronale Wetza's place for 
wie. Had saw mil and boat on ake. Let for 
Macford, Oregon in 197. Wrote the Raymond 
Stary publishes in “Real West Magazine” in 
March 1967. Died November 1980 

'AZOR - Born 1880, June 5, camein 1899 9 
covered wagon” Married Pear! Bevordae, @ 
choo! teacher, Lived and dled here Died ly 
39, 

RALPH- Born November 29,1894, Camein 
1899 in covered wagon. Left with famiiyin 1016 

{GEORGE Born in 1802. Came in covered 


wagon in 1899. Marsa Verna Cox in October 





1918, Farmed until he did an August 13, 1927 

FLORENCE = Born March 1, 1898 Raia 
City. Came by covered wagon in 1898 at one 
year ofage. Live wthinthe same sectonallher 
lite, Married Eugene One Skoels in 1919 
Raizedschilgren, and twofoster children. Gene 
‘ing in October 7952, Florence is probably one 





MILORED - Bom in 1918, married Alin 
COhvistansen. Four children and 6 grand 
CCLARENE - Born 1922, married Ken Ghe- 
sage, Thre ehlaren and four grand chilsen, 
one great grand chia 
RAYMOND — Born 1024, married Race 
Senrader Five children’ and ‘three grang 


chien, 
WALTER - Born March 1926, marced Lila 
Clark, Four ehieren and eight grand eilden 
EDNA Born September 1029, married Jn 


Speakman Five chiloten and four grand 
choren 
Born Novernber 1852, mariod Oe 








READ, FRED 
by Bonnie Read 


My husband, Free, and | tarmac for about 
fourteen years on our farm inthe Bentley 
aistret 
June 9, 1848. Our son, taney, was born seven 

‘We sold the farm in 1991 and moves to 
Kalispell, Mantana, on a rented fox farm 

‘We then bought a few seres, adjoining 
keligpll on the north, ané moved our foxes 
thare for soveral years. We then sold he foxes 
fan subchiged the acreage int city lots. We 
built ouses on these its, an the sae of them 
proved to boa very good investment 

Fred 100K sick and dled In-April, 1969, 

He le Buried here In Glacier Memorial 
arcane, 

Tatil make my home in Kalispell. 








REAO, SMITH AND MARY 


Smith and Mary Read wore marie in 188 


in England. where Fred, Sidney, Norman and 
‘adn were Gorn. ‘They then moved to Mase 
They came to Alberta 1901 by migrant ain 

‘Smith was a interior palnter and aid much 
of his work in Calgary, while the boys cleared 

In 1918, Smith, Mary and Maurice moved 
back tothe States but atarseveralmaves, Smith 
fand Mary came back Alberta andlived where 
Laurin Wiese now Ives. Mary passed away in 
1934 and Smith once more returned to the 


ai 


States, where hewas klledinaitand-run sec 

ed ard Bonnie (Hankins) farmed where 
‘Nan Giean lived, unt! the late twenty, when 
‘they moved 19 Kalipel, Montana, Boni and 
‘alge, Helen, stil ive at Kalspe, andason, 
Stanly. also Ives In Montane 

Sidney and Madge Read wore mailed in 
1016 ana mavod to the States shorty attr. 
‘They had one daughter, Thelma. Madge and 
‘Thelma are now ling at Bond, Orogon. res 
And Sidney were both earpenters for many of 

Norman ana Lilah Larson) wore mariagin 
1995. Priortoths, Norman hagepentsometims 
inthe U.S. whore he doctored for various a 
‘one son, Frank, wha farmed uni 170 anasin 

iat time nae worked for he UGG. 

way n 1970 but Aca end fay sil lve there 
find at 88, Ada stil has srl enthusiasm forte 
nd can sil dance 

‘Maurice and Ann were married in 199% at 
Portland, where he worked until etiremant ae. 
fireman and then engineer onthe valtosd. Ann 
passod away in 1977, aftr lengthy linge, 
Naurico, at 8, sil divas he car and has made 

















FREE, JOHN AND FAMILIES 
by Hens Re 

When the late hn Ree frst saw Bentley 
‘country in July, 1808, he mmeciatly feline 
with ovale and decided thiswas the pace for 
him. He bought the W's 1-40-25 for $5.0 an 
sere, with some discount for cash, and went 
‘ack to Minnesota 1 gather hie belongings and 
move up. His mother was ving with Fim ang 
She relused to mave to this new lang he had 
found, saying tney had i good where hey wore. 
Having promised father, a he ny dying, that 
Ihe would look after ner ae iong a8 she ved, Ne 
fait that he shouts honor that promise and not 
move away omer Nwasthiy yearsbetor it 
‘was posaibie to full hig dream of moving to 
Caneaa 

Inthe meantime, he was marced to Mata 
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Satta ang they raged a family of four, one 
‘augior dying at an early age of scare fover 

in 1938 wits Hans, who was naw maries to 
Shirley Nyborg and hair infant son, John sk 
‘wooks old, and Oat and Jodth, they loaded 4 
Carload of sellers effects and a truckload of 
Personal belongings and arrive in the Bentley 
Bist, taking up residence onthe 1240-2 
5: known asthe Jonson place In the ear 
the S¥L23, whieh naa. some” good spruce 
timber. and tis was sawed fora barn and some 
settled land af Minnesota but. ea general ul 
fraps were good, the people very tiendly and 
neighborly and the amy soon came iko tis 
place, so much a that Hans and Shirley, who 
Fad orginally planned to tum to Minnexota as 

"Toe fiks retired to Bertley in 1098 on an 
soreage north of town, where tay veg unt Mr 
Fee's passing in 1890, re Ree anc Jit ater 
‘moved tothe Jack Damron house, next t the 
School, ana Juaith taught school until her 
marriage to Rev. Galen Morstag im June, 1938. 
Mrs. Ree continued fo lve in Bently unt er 
passing on Good Friday, 1049. Awondertulwife 
family and community. 

(lat married Mary ae and they lveson the 
NE 10-40-1-5, known asthe Mekiligan place 
They hadthree daughters, Susan who smariea 
to Bon Tronsgaard and lives In Edmonton, 
Karon married to Ross Gorell and living 'n 
Della, BC. end Lynne, who Ives in Ottawa, Ont. 
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After Judith and Galen were mareied they 
lived in Calgary fora me, ater moving fo the 
States and fnalysettling in Spokane, Wesh. 
They have four chien -Raf, Jonathan, Carlyn 

Hans ang Shiey farmed at the home place 
sang Paul, Owen and Buren were barn ding 
thattime In a4B hey decidedto move closerto 
town 0 bought the Whitetail place, two miles 
West of Seni. They moved info Sentiy ang 
Iived inthe Dr Henry house fora year and aha 
fa twas curing that‘ime that Mark was born 
1848. Later tht same year they moved Back to 
the farm, where Janice was born in 1951 and 
‘hing in 1988, 

‘One advantage in ving closer to town was 
that it was easier fo get in to curl. Many 
friendships developed as a result of curling, 
Spite of the Keen competition, and one that 
Stance out in memory is the one withthe ate 
{lack Rao 2 good euttor and 8 rel gentleman 

Now the family was growing up and it 
became necessary to have morelivng space, $9 
in 1954 mith Av Nimelaas Mead carpenter the 
id. house was enlarged and made. more 











In Octover. 1987, John martes Betty Stone 
‘ane they worked for while with Uncle Ola and 
Inter bought the NW. 16-40-2-5. They have four 
Children - David, Kevin, Laurin and Melanie, 

Paul marred Jule Negy in Apri, 1973 and 
they bought the ame pace, SE. 29-40-15, 
‘Toey have two ehilren« Daren and Nikki 

‘Owen and Pat Butcher were married in 
February, 1964, He had attended Unversity of 
Alberta and now hasadertal practise in Vernon, 
2G. They havethreechidren-Tadd Keren and 
Bren 

‘Buren martied Elaine Holt in September, 
1966. He attended University in Edmonton and 
tne University of ilingis ang works in the 
Bt Sillwater, Minn. They have one son, Sean. 

‘Mark married Joan Shaw in December, 
4978, They ivaontheSW, YBand Joan works at 
IMicnanor Schoo n Red Deer 

Janice married Los Christiansen in 
‘October 1872. They live on NW, 9-40-27-4ang 
have four children = Mand, Jens, dake and 





In dmanton, 

In February 1967, Shiney, beloved wie and 
mother, passed away following surgery and left 
2 very teal vacancy In the family cle. The 
highest viaute that can bo lven to any woman 
Is that her family romember her as @ wonderful 
vite and mother, ana that a was 

In 1971, onavist ison, Owen endfamiyin 
Vernon, 8.C. a triendhip was renewed with 
Felon Haneon, a former resident ofthe Bentey 
isteiet and in December that year we were 
‘married and continue to live In Vernon. 

‘There are quite a number of former 
residents of Bentley and caret ving in Vernon 
“"Wengers, Doepels, Hanchers ang Scholes at 
‘wall as the Forrest James family, former 
residents of the Ponoka distri. 506643) 10 
{eal right at home, 

Helen's daughter Morel ang harhusband, 
Lester ive here as weilat Owen, Patand fami, 
but thoughts go back many times to Bontloy 
istrict andthe good tewehad there, wherothe 
county may change but the warm neartedness 
ff the people makes you always wolcome 








1G, BEN & MINA 


Ben was bora November 14,1909 in Pare 
land South Dakota tommanvel andMary Res 
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wig. There were three daughters Hulda, Bertha 
and Seale. Tho family loft South Dakota and 
lived for while in North Dakota but they go- 
cided 1a come to Alberta. They hada the pos- 
Sessions shipped and they boarded the tain 
‘hat would bring them toa new lane. They came 
to this aii in 1938, whore they bought soe 
23. township 3, range 4, west of 5. They bu 
incr nouse'on the NW. quarter. This house is 
Bt bang very much ed in tas soo up 








1 Relswigs operated a saw mil for afew 
years. Mary was remembered as being on im 
Iaculste nousekeeper The family fost Sah ia 
In California. Both parents diedn California in 
the early sites 

Mina was the only daughter bom to Dolly 
‘and Wil Schmidt. Her birth dates May 19,1009. 
Sheand her two brother, Philip and Ralph, hac 
allbeen born inthe ol og house that was thet 
home, on tne east hal of soe. 24-99-105, 

‘Mina recalls the day that Raph was Dom. 
Emme Pickering came tobe with her mother. 
‘Sheth siden over on horseback. When baby 
fried and al wes wll, Emnve wes going {090 
home. Mina, who was all 0! the and one hal 
years old was to go slong as fr asthe gate into 
Emit Sehmidts and help Emmi open and close 
It Ashe was walking along shemad abad case 
of hiceupe All f a sucden Emnve jumped off 
hor harge and grabbed at Mina. ‘Scared me to 
death” says Mina "but the hicoupe were gone! 
‘9000 ol fashioned curl 

‘Mina took grade | 19 Xin the Aspeluna 
senoo! and then wont to Calgary for grade % 
She took pismo lessons from Mrs, Wigmare ana 
tars. Soderma, riding there and back every 
wweok on horseback, 

‘She remembers being quarantined in her 
room trom December 9 March, 1922 with sea 
fit fever They were in the new house by tis 
by, £0 Ralph would climb up on itand vst with 
his sister through the window. 

Where dd Ben meet Mina?_ Some young 
people Nad gathered atthe Fis home. ‘They 
‘tere tossing a ball around and this got the “bal 
foling’ that ea 0 four years courtship for Ben 
And Minal However the weaaing bell rang for 
them on November 6, 1829, 

"Thay ied in Kelso's nouse orthetestthree 
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months while Findlay was away in Scotland 
‘Then they bultasmailhouse onthe S& cuarter 
bought some horse but they ll she later wth 
Swamp fever, Money wes scarce 30 Ben bought 
‘About this tine Ben had to have an appendlx 
‘Operation 80 Mina became adept at operating 
fates coupe of incidents she had with rakes 
‘She wes raking with horses anc ran into a bees 
nest The horses bolted. broke the tongue ang 
Mina fino the rake, rong along with thera 
“Another lima she went downto Pekerings on 
the tractor to get a rake uta goat kept geting 
upon the seat. Shed get him off but bore she 
Ould get on he tector and go, the goat would 

Te roads in those days wore maintained 
witha drag pulled by Norses. Ben di this Job 
fulte often. He did lot of threshing in the 
istrict for yoars. During the daprassion Mina 
famembers sling Buttrfor9¢apaune and she 
mage every kin of cheese you could think of 

They have one son. Lyle was born July 2, 
1941) He maried irene Mickey of Bowden and 
they gave Ben and Mina three grandomilren 
Theresa, Christopher ang Joseph 

In 1950 the Reiswi's bul anew home 
‘they enjoyed having more room. 

7908 they sold the form but they alt 
fore they bul on an acreage 
Bil Bigg, who had come hore trom Russi, 
mage fis home with Ben and Mira for tir 

Mina nas given piano lessons for many yo= 
ar and usualy es abi class o perform each 
Spring rectal.” Her hunches that go with fhe 
lessons are alvaye a trot 

Ben has notenjayed good heath for several 
years naving hed asroxs wenty yearsage. He 
[5 presently inthe Red Dper Auxillary Hosp a 
He has always enjoyed company and having 
felends and neighbors arounghim, When hegot 
his frst pension cheque he throw a party forthe 
whole neighborhood! 

This couple celebrated ther fiteth wed: 
ding anniversary in November, 1879. Many 
ttlends neighbors and relatives gathered athe 
Golaen Circle n Red Deer o celabrat tis o¢- 
fasion with ther. Ben died in 1983, 




















Emmanuel and Mary Reiswig bought Sec. 
29-08-15 1n 1818, after coming tr North O 
beaut’ wilow tree at the back. The house 
{rowing and ovemangs the mouse. 

“The Reiswiga haa four children: Bernard 
Hulda Gertna and Sacie They all ook ther 

tion at Durham andthe Seventh Day Ad 
Ventist College in Lacombe 

‘en stil recides im the area, Hulda con 
tinued her education in Chicago and moved 19 
California where she married and stil esis 
there, Bertha became a hairdresser ater mow 
ing to California. whore she martied and stil 
resides there, Sadie ded e the age of thie 
from seariet fever, just afew days afer he deat 
at her tend, Emma Lotgren, who also ed of 

Etmmanusl sold he south alfa thesection| 
to 8 Tatlock. Ben Resswig farmed the other 
halt Later Taiocke sold all but twenty seven 
teres of the north half to the Carlyee” Other 
Feaidents ofthe twenty seven acres wore Tony 
Menara, 8yers, Eldon’ Brune and W 

Sot Emmanuel and Maty dled in 
california 























REISWIG, JOSEPH 
Dy Mrs John Marin 

Jos cameto Alberta in 1918toafarmwestot 
Blacktads in the Bingman discs Ths land 
‘nas al Bush, which he cleared an broke. He 
brought all hismachinery,nctudingan tena 
Tayor tractor and a tveshing out, together 
lth horses and cows. Hemainained rads or 
{Yew years and he and EmmanueReiswig did 
fhresning. Emmanuo! was The fether of Ben 
Relewig, 

In 1919 Joe bulla use an the farm andin 
1921 he sold hs form ard moved south of Be 
tiey, "The family of enidean went to Cart 

Tn 1922 he bought a farm near Contreviow 
sehaol and the famly ved hore unt 1828, 
two te farm was sald and they moved to Red 
Der 


‘le a fow years they moved back to the 





United States and ved in Calfornia unt is 





death in 197%, atthe age of 86, Mrs. Relewig 
Passed away 1972 attheageo! 8D, Fourofthe 
‘ren ace til ving, 


REITER, MARTIN AND MARGARET FAMILY 
By Katie Farrell ano Bob Carle 

Martin Reiter was born in Kans In 1866 
fot Margaret Moos wt had emigrated from 
Luxemburg with ner parents. Thvee chilcren, 
Pory, Joe and Katie werebornbelorethe tamiy 
returned to Kansas n 1898. The move was made 
‘whonlarunstwobrothersweredrattedto sere 
In the US. army during the Spanish-American 
War, and the father wantoa nelp on the fei 
atnormichneston Staves were coming to West- 
‘1m Canaga in search of cheaper land Aneigh 
bot, Gat Steer returned after spending some 
yeas in cones! Alberta and he had acquires 
considerable farm land in the area where the 
town of Stettler was later founded. Mis orth 
ssantic description af this new land, where 160 
cree could be had for $1000, sounded very 

in 1912, Martin Reiter, Chris Zimmerman, 
Ed Begert ang othars from the Marysvills, Kan 
5, aoa came to lok for lan Martin Bought 
the $W/2-40-1-5, which hadioeen homesteacad 
by one of the Boode family. The pies ws $18.00 
‘of broken land ang a small fog house, 

“me parents and wo boys moved up In 
hola affects, ovees and alte Katie taught et 
Gull Lake schoo for several months afte er 
{achers traning course and remain there unt 
1900 

Tn the meantime, Marin and the boys 
cand and and built feneas and bulaings, The 

Bory returned ta join the U.S. army in 1918 
1828, Joe also went back and settled in Orego 
whore he stil ines 

(George Farrell. who the family nad known 
in Kansas sold his farm there and came to Al 
pertain 1821, He worked fore Suggets north 
Reiter farm when Joe left Ha and Katie were 
‘martea in 925 and took over te farm. George 
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hed he mistortune to ose almost all the pro 
eee om the sale of his farm In Kansas. The 
Bank where was deposited failed and he o- 
Misfortune stuck again a tew years later 
when George became it He suflerd through 
three operations and finally ded 1928, 
Katie's son. George, was born several 
months ater father's death Kati stayed on 
the tam in a house of ner own but the and was 
rented aut Shomiked cows andvalsea pigsand 
Marin Reiter diedin 1046, after many years 
of faling health His wite, Margaret. contined 
In earlier days she played an important role in 
the district aba home nurse, She was present at 
many baa equity spent several weots 
‘tlie continued to lvcon te farm sn care 
for the lvestock, as well as her Pandheapped 
son. She sill took time for an active part 19 
Seareiight Clb Despite her awn busy ie she 
has always been willing to help others She ow 
resides in the Bentley Senior Citzens Apart 
ments and George is cared for atthe Bentoy 





FEITSMA, GERAITT FAMILY 
By. Georgina Froebel 


Gerrit Reitsma and his wile, Tt, emi: 
‘grates trom Wommels, Feisiand, Holand in 
Sanuary, 1028. "They came as newiywods in 
hope of becoming rich and returning a Holland 
Within saven years Aterafivedaytainidelna 
Eattle ear, thoy areves in Lacombe and were 
‘reeted by Tee's orather. 

“They mado thir tet ome on the Switzer 
{arm east of Lacombe and it wae Pere thee st 
‘wo children, Stuart and Dick, were born. From 
here the family moved to the Lincoln sistit 
ere Garard, Gordon and Theresa were born 
{torte tamiy moved tom the Lincoln cstit 
tothe Bentley area and the Buher farm, which 
was one mile east and a hal mile nor ofthe 
Vilage. Attor& brit stay onthe Butcher fam 
the tariy moves tothe Albert Wancko farm, sik 
miles west and fourmlesnorthot Bentey. Over 
the nox fw years, wile sil ving on the Wi 
aneko farm, Shirey, Tusy and Goorgina we 
tom. Also wnila ling there Gert and Toe 
bhecame betarknown othe Bentey community 

















ue raw = to Gordon, Td, Geo 


‘8 George and Tes. From the Wiancko frm, the 
famiyolten'movedto Blackfaldsbutaterayear 
there George enised inthe Royal Dutch Army 
fang was stationed in Stratford, Ontario 8 the 
festafthe famiy moved back o Bantey and into 
the Carri novse, 

in 1946 the Reitemas purchased house 
owned by Mr & Mrs Chowon and is sil 
Occupied by George. The house a tf today, 
fas changed a lot over the years. When it was 
Bought in 1946 the family was so happy to rave 
funning water, Instead of running across the 
oad t0 get Running wator in 1980 meant 
pumping tank in the at full andmore often 
having enough water ‘The water was cold and 
twas neato ina tank by the trash buner onthe 
fied ou. The house was heated by @ coal fr 
hace and a wood burning stove. Even though 
{he Reamas didnot have al the conveniences 
bl today, their home was known for Beng 80 
tlean you could eat of the floor 

‘The tamily hae many good tends and 














neighbors, One Christmas morning the fariy 
woke 10 tind some boxes of food and warm 
Clothing on the doorstep. It was not known at 
tho time who nadie the greatly needed gift but 
later R was found out ang these kina people 
became known a8 Grandpa and Grandma Hug 
to the eight Rite erldren 

in 1848, the send youngest son, Gears 
enlisted in the Royal Canacian Novy. Stuart 
Enlisted in the Canagian Army In 1980 and Gor 
‘Son joined the loyal Canadian Navy. Both 
Stua't and Garard served in the Korean war 
Since then, Gordon has retired afte serving 

in 190, the family was deeply saddened by 
tne udoen loss of tel wile and mother atthe 
fage of fity-two. Then In Septomber, 1966, 
ttegedy again stuck when the second son, 
Dick, was kiled in. car accident near Calgary 

“ Daste, George lsenjoying retirement ator 
working for twontyfve years for Canadian Pa- 
Sie Ralvay, He enjoys traveling and fishing 
tala ie family enjoys coming f0 visit in the 
{amiyhome nemaintanssowel, Sioohis wife 


die, George has made two ripsbecktothe Old 
Country and, with such alarge tami he specs 
Stir amount of imo taing (ovis them. 

‘Stuart marted Olga Chudyk ane they nave 
six children and tree granderiloren, Dickmat 
fied Merion Beinn ena there ae tree children 
fang one grandchild lather tamiy.Gerara 
married to Dareen Patterson end they have two 
‘hilgren. Gordon married Mariya Sincaie and 
{hr family consists of two ohiGren. Theresa 
‘married Cam Kirk ane they have five chigren 
ng one grandetils, Shirley married Hera Ang 
freon ang they have children Tray emar 
‘ied to Don Parker and have three children and 
‘one grandchild. Georginamarrad Casper Free: 
Bel an they have twa chien 


RENSCHLER, FRED AND HATTIE 

Fred and Hattie were marred in Beisokr, 
Alberta June 1817 Hattie was the former Matis 
Nowth Babota In 1308. 

‘The Renschlerscameto the Bentley alti 
‘Surratt farm and then, in 1923, moved to the 
djomning quarter tothe narh, NE 10-40-16 

Hate was active inthe Garden Ci Hos- 
pital uxilary and Searenight Cub. She was 
Welkom for’ her” Baking’ especialy 
Kuch’ 

Fred had a threshing uti for many years 
and thrashes for many o he neighbors 
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‘They has two children - Evelyn, born in 
1918 and Harold in 1921 

Fred and Hate moved tothe Lacombe area 
ln. 1942 ang into Lacombe proper about T837 
here Fred worked fr many years inthe Ade 
hi Hotel (Later Lacombe Hotel) and Hattie 
gain active in clubs and aviary work, Fred 
fied in Calgary in 1964 atthe age of 68 and 
Hate passed eway in Lacombe in 1970, atthe 
age of 72 

Evelyn went to school In Bentley to grade 
“Hiywhich was high asthe aehool aught then 
finished grade 12 and commerial in Lacombe 
She married Carl Faliman In 1982 and ved in 
‘Nhamtra until 1988 and then moved to Rea 
Dorin 1976 Cart and Evelyn maved to an 
‘acreage west of Blacktales, where Evelyn stil 
lives. They have ones Haro, (Fue, who's 
maried and living in Re Deer. Carl passed 
‘away in 1978. 

Harold teokallnisschoolinginBertley with 
theexception atone yearn od Deer. He olned 
the Ar Force in 1942 and was a commissioned 
navigator serving overseas. He married the 
Tormor tary Ralston of Aimbey and they have 
fone eaughtor do Anne, at home, On his c= 
{narge, he was for any years nthe tal bus 
ness with the Calgary Browery in Lacombe, 
Emoress, Ltnbvidge, Calgary. Hay River Sy 
van Lake, Jesper, Saskatoon, Prince George 
land Yellowtail, They presently reside in 
Yallowinite 








RICK, CHARLES AND ALICE 

Cherie ang Alice Rick were marcied in 1868, 
and lived on a farm in Mianesota, USA, whee 
Sic of thelr rine children were boen ~ Pater, 
Chester, Ruby. Pearl Elwin and Ross 

In July, 1908, bad hall storm took al thir 
crops so they leaded up everything and camato 
CGareshoim, where thoy took a. homestead 
‘There Opal, Aural and Amethyst (Amy) were 

In 1916, because my father neededan oper 
ation they, with tho four younger chilron, wont 
to Washington and later to Oregon. having sold 
the nomesteaa 

1n'1920 we came back thietime to Lacombe 
and stayed with my sister, Poa Atthattime my 
father bought our farm, two quarters of land 
‘cated at tho base othe Slindman hil-N.W27 
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Durham schoo! district and the west quarter in 
the Cart senool district 

My dad had heardthat prospects were good 
In the irigation country around Brooks, co we 
‘went therein 1921 and got wo quarters of land 
‘through the CPR. My sister, Poarl and hor 
husbana, Cal Smith, moved on tothe Bentley 
farm and lives there unt my father rented 20 
the Ziprieks, The ingation farming proved 8 
toes, 20 In 1924 we came back tothe fam. AL 
that time Father wae 87, Mother 89, was 17 and 
Amys 

's former resident had built a fourroom 
two-storey frame house on the west quater 30 
‘we lived there (bed bugs and all unt Mother 
shid "enough of that, We moved aut for aweok 
winle our house wae fumigated with eyanic 








balls, Later my father added a summer tenon 

We started school at Durham and our 
toachor was nice Engish lady. Mrs Gil, who 
has come fram Engiena by submarine, during 
thetirstWorldWar Some mornings inwintrwe 


; 
a 





start classes inthe basoment bythe tumace. 
Sometimes Amy, anda rend, Oot Adam, all 
fade to school on one horse. Amy and {had 
So were older than som of aur grades 

Wen | was ready Yor grade seven, we de 
cksed to try the Cait senaol. That year was 
hard because we had four diferant teachers 
‘5 wall ag the whooping cous. 

‘Christmas conearts were highlights of bath 
sohaols and al, of most cildren had many 
‘ntrios in the scnoo airs held at Sylvan Lake, 
gota ree weekat Oles AgrcuturalSehoal. The 
arr school entered an art contest for North 
fn AlbertaAlong wih ethers in the schoo, 
Beatrice Ceri, Amy Rick ang, think, med 
had pictures wich helped to bring aur school 
thethie prize. Amy lator pantedmany pictues 

‘My father farmed with horses. We ha the 
‘ack, Bobsleigh and “Bonnett Bugoy", as wall 














‘as amodel T Frd and a 1998 Chev. touring cet 
Ourneighbors dis aur threshing endthere was’ 
mal route om Blacktales 

Henry Peterson ved a half-mile north and 
Fred Nelson three quarters of amie west of our 
house, but our nearest neighors, Charla and 
Freda Kneiper, were within talking distance on 
the opposite side ofa gully andereck. We hac 
jin stock watertank atthe bottom with fence 
to keop our stock and Charlie's seperate. 

‘My fatner brought windmil fom Brooks. 
Tris he used to grind gra, saw smal trees for 
wood and pump water trom the eresk up tothe 
house or carry water up thei 

1 Henry was aur doctor and a gaod one 

Aor taking grades nine and ten at La 
ccombe Seventh Day Adventist Glloge, I sport 
sixyears et nome. During that time, Amy and 
‘wont to the Rainy Creek Young People's partis, 

My brother Floss and family ives fora time 
fon out farm. in a log house he and my fathor 
Dui While there he mage @ spinning whee, 
copying one owned by Mrs. lls ofthe Durham 
Strict That was during the harathires, when 
Faw wool cost about 3s cent a pound and they 
Spun tan knit socks, mits, swears ec 

"Opal was rartied in 1833 to Archie Bruce 











use for about four years. They had wo sone, 
Bo and Jim, vho wae born Inthe Bentley nos” 
pital Archie was ater aprominentS PCA man 
tine nead office in Eemonton. They are now 
‘etre and ving in Edmonton. 

in 1941, bacause of arth, my parents 
moved to Lacombe. renting the fam to John 
CGimbol and lator soling it © Frank Bloom. No 
fn has ied there snes, all ulldinge being 

“Amy tnishea grade twelve st Lacombe ane 
martiod Aemola Hack of Betan Colvmbia 
1846. They had thee ehlien, Marina (Dewi 
liuing in Calgary, Donovan and Elaine dackson 
at Willams Lake, B.C. Amy pasaedaway 6 195! 
Sf cancer and Denovan sso died of cancer, 
Teaving two daughters 

‘Mather passes away in Lacombe at eign 
toe years of age. A short while ater, Father 
went five in Calfomia with the oldest Saugh 
ter Although he nad beon ina whee! chair for 
‘aking wooden lawn oraments and toys and 
Relping nis son-in-law with honey bees and 
playing hs violin. He lived to ee tour genera 
fone of male descendants, making te genera- 
tions inal. His mind was clear night othe last 
when in 168 he Gd atte age of 98% years 

T marries Russell Fon of the Centevile 
dist, south west of Syvan Lake, in 1938. We 
had seven chilaren, Amy (Schafer) near Rea 
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Deer, Leo at home, Marvin in Lacombe, Fay~ 
mond (passed away in 1956 atthe ago of 1). 
Paul at home, Herbert in Red Deer and Alberts 
(Usacher, Orumhelior” The tet three were 
born in the Bentley hospital, 

My brother, Peter, died atthe age of 83. 
‘Chester ves in Lacombe andis nearly, Ruby 
(tre: Bostwick ves in Parlang, Ore. ania 87 
Pearl Mire Smith) ves in Collage Place Wash 
is 85, Ekin at Hope. B.C. I 3 ana Ross ving 
oar Washington, D.C. is 82 


RIDDLE, WALTER 
by Phil Matthews 

Walter Rida cameto Bentley trom the Uni 
ted States in 1912, or pemapa a year or two 
tearlion He wes a butcher by trade and com 
bined that with sheep farming in Colorado. Ne 
fare to lve with he Brother, Clarnce, who 
‘ned tho land that Grace Matinews. grandson 
Fichard Matthews now owns, being the S.W. 
Beats, In some way oF other, Walter and 
Clarence's wie, Clara, had aiferonces so Wal 
fer decade to get land nearby fr himself. Asa 
Fesalt he bought the quarter section acoining 
CGaronce on the south, and also bought the 
(Guaror section west of, across the oad. This 
fad been owned by aman bythe rame of Sole 
tnd is now the land Pht Matthews lives on in 
4981 

My mother, Mrs. Matthews, worked as @ 
housekeoper for Mr. Ridela and ho bocame a 
‘000 trend ofthe family andthe neighbors. He 
feturmed to the States to lv in 1949ane dog at 
Colorado Springs In 1051 and is buried shove 


RIS, CHRIS AND MARION AND FAMILY 
by Inger an Chis J. 

‘Our mother and father, Marion ang Chis 
‘emigrated from Denmark. Dad came to Black 
{alge in 1003, where he purchased abiackemth 
‘hop ‘rom Ns Neleon, an early setlor inthe 
Carr cistrct, He was “Vilage Smithy” fornine 
Yea's and Mother jned him 904. Inger Mar 
tha, Chris and Mary were al born in Blnckaids 

In 1912.Dad decideg he wasted o blacks: 
mith work, a8 was hard work wih very tle 
futuro. and ie on a farm would’ be: much 

"We then moved tothe Asplund ast. 
Inger, boing he eldest, members the is. "Al 





‘our worlaly goods were loaded on three vehi 
es, asingle-boxed wagon (our own), ahayrack 
land ademocrat (bath hired}, oneteam anda colt 
Pet, Three cows walked alongeige with {0 
‘utrdere guiding them. The family rode nthe 
{democrat pulled by a team of ules. 

“The rosd straight west was adit ella that 
time with trees and bush growing along side, 
land here and tore a clearing where bulings 
‘Stood. Finally, we came to a emall, white bul 
ing witn two outhouses in each corner of heat 
lana barn between, witha hors ot two In The 
Yara. This was a schoo!” Laterintheaternoon 
‘we came to anathor schol. It must nave been 
recess as many children were lined Up on the 
front stp to see our eavaleade go by. This was 
to be my new school. A winding road took us 
trouna Boode Lake to the top ofall, where we 
fad a panoramic wew of the Bindman valley 
Here Osa stopped the norses and pointed wes. 
‘ward and ike Joseph Smith when ho saw Salt 
ak, sald "That's the place. The most I recall 
teeing were tees and bush, Finally, we wound 
‘ur way down hil round tothe rier erasing, 
fandon straight west. Guddenly.ontop ofalite 
Fill we were stopped. Someone came back to 
{all us that |e wagon ahead was mired down and 
they needed the mulesta help teirhorses pl 
‘ut, Mudholes werecommonintheroags hose 
‘ays. We finally got through and were soon 
home. 

‘Gur new home was a large one, made of 
logs and rough ean lumber an we had more 
reom than ever before. I even hag my own 
room! We had a pump in the yard so we coula 
(oe al the water we want for mud pies and 
Waging, and nad treedom and no restrictions. 
{Ins was al fine unt winter. The house wa 
anything out warm and let nthe garter snakes 
In summer and the snow in the winter Next 
‘ninter wa moved into a shack we but ourselves 
fd it was Iter used fora granary 

‘Oni farmstead there was a complet set 
of building for horses, cows, chickens and pigs 

allmade of logs and rough lumber. Is toes 
mestosded by Reuben Randolph who had bu 
iyp, then gave up ana moved 10 town to take 
{outa know he was no prairie senoane arm 
Let ening at our place were an old mower. & 
ay rake, afew potsand pansandsomociathing 
fand small aricies with which we used to play 














Rouse. Being the oldest. {had to caro for my 





hunt for eqge trom ene wno were Hee © 
Wander as tey waned: Then thee wes cows 
{© bringin fot miking. They usualy stayed 
together, butn tal nck shiny werehareto 
tna s0 one af thom awayshaabelarounaher 
hack when you were oi enough fo ah by 
Cow hold pa between your knees and squeeze 
bo with your peers and you were truly growing 
Aor he wi animate. here wre rabbits 
fab Hor aque that cxprssee my ent 
iment abt hol and abot col rab young 
{drab crab fender and abo ough 
thank you, bu ve had enough. There we 
kithen ane ery col winter evening. Theodor 
tren nought was amuctamallor imal Ths 
doors haa fo be opened ang Mother hap! ru 
‘ng ov roa a curing ashe ido 
(a reminded ner his was aval skin at 
ad back ip ons tlsonehad tobe caret 
2d eoutdntBury 
Ielopnone’ As we were "ie Ine'as Ht were 
haan usta and tis wae Ine Rowse Aree 
ang Sar carve ecety replaced wih or 
Water "One asthe time! eked tha of he 
clown trough he Noor bore noo ug-out 
Cala olow W seome very amusing now Bt 
trast atthe fine ond Vou can agin my 
Imothr anger, Te tutar tha was oe mad 
ought was wasted A ite boy, ony 3 years 
the nas locked nthe algmik house ance 
tas supposed trepon. Aer wat soeme he 
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many hours was released and parconedformy 

Tn those early days it was a common prac: 
tice 1a neighbor to drop in unexpectealy and 
Stay for a'meal. Ths particular tn, Emi 
Being mechanically mingea a ths early age, 1 
‘nthe ctop leat. Ofcourse, the leat cropped 
lane so did Em's cinner- ght in hie lap. This 
time Iwas sent fo the nedroom in sisqrace 

"started schoo! when Iwas seven years od 
and altonded Aspelund. which was two miles 
‘hear My fist eacher was Miss Bain During te 
teachers which reflects @ sign of the times 
teaching a rural school was not easy in those 

‘Butham School District was formedin 1920, 
to tl the gap between Aspelun, Norma and 
Cart aitiets. The citfultios met in getting 
this schoo! started ae told in another section of 
this book. Our lat teacher was Mr EK Wright 
and I also remember Mi. Gil ite Engin 
tay. 

‘ter fisshing grade 8, which was custom: 
ary at that me, stayed homeo help my father 
fn the farm. Work onthe farm then. a8 We al 
Know, wat back breaking. wth no lege ma 
‘chines to do the work. Brush had tobe cleared 
‘ih team of horees and a black and face. 
The land was thon prowed with a breaking slow, 

‘Same of the esly neighbors | remember 
were, Alox Kelso, Fred Denes, Gus! Wall, Char 
lie Mott and the Petros, 

‘During the winter monte. of 1226 ana 1927, 
| tended Olse Schoo! of Agrculture, where | 
was to loan the best techniques of farming 
Sunjets included Butler and cheese making 
beekeeping, animal husbandry. Held nus 
attended again inthe years'27 and 28, when | 
‘Graduated and returnes to he farm, That masa 
(reat year —1 was gracuatelarmer, we pur. 
{hased outst car, 81923 Mode. and wotag 
‘ur last itteen acres of land broken by tractor 
with Benny Reiswig and his father doing the 
Solna wall and farming was beginning to pay of 
wen the "Big Depression’ hi. Allinaatearnes 
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1 Olgs was atmos nein, as wenow has tooke 
‘uta ving as best we could. Dad would workin 
{he blacksmith shop he nag aot up onthe fam, 
‘Sharpening plow share or 25, setinga wagon 
lane! for #86 and shoeing a horse fortwo Bsa 
hoot, Motnar made choose and eo for 10% 
15e  poune. Inthis way our"grubstake" would 
be supplemented and as farmers out stomachs 
were adequately filed better than many less 
fortunates in the city. Today when my wife 
Cake three of four pork chops ana tals me I 
ost $4.75, | am reminded ofthe time | hauled 
five wolinshed pigs, 200 pounds each with 
the wagon ana team seven mile to Bentloy and 
‘eeaved total of $15.00 for the five. 

“The 19308 wore not all work and no ply, 
-Ater the ol of he day, woulgettonreaxinthe 
Summer evenings, usually at Syvan Lake 
“Tore might join the boys a the bar oF skein 
ance, utnay dances wore the big thing then, 
The sivertone Seven’ was a popular orenosta 
and occasionally Mart Kenay and his famous 
{Group would play. The rtraine of tie muse 
Shiting across the lake ware very romantic on 3 
pleasant summer evening and on one of these 
Dceasions I met my wile, Jessy Paterson, in 
July, 1858. ‘She' cama from Midnapare, jst 
Southnof Calgary, eut nad scarcolyheardotthe 
place. We were marred In July, 1939. 

‘Wie continued living on the fam. In 1983 
Marlyn was born in March an! in 1943, Jack 
‘aaded tothe family tree. We managed to lve 
‘well enaugh But there were fow fils, because 
‘these were the war years, with rationing and 
‘many other dbstacles to overcome. Six of US 
‘here living off one guarter section and expan 
tion seemed 100 expensive, so we decided to 
Salt inne sping ot Ta47, wa soldtoArenio snd 
Sara Carlyle: Mother and Dac moved to Syivan 
take and Jessy and I and our small children 

[Had een a farm boy all my ite and was 
anxious to see theathersidelthotence. Anew 
‘ied had ust opened near Leduc, 20 there we 
Went fa seek our fortune. For about a year we 
Tied inamakeehit abogoin he ballpark whieh 
vlessy Used to call our caste’ 

‘Meanwhile, Impecal Oil Company was 
making pans f st up a mode town @barley 
file staat centrally nine ol pater. Istartog 
work ae alaborer bit soon geadutod to battory 
Dperstor While | was at work, Jessy would 

















‘mate plans for our new house In the model 





In late July, 1948, we moved to te now 
townsite of Devon. This ame was chosen bo 
‘cause of the Devonian strata formation trom 
which the ol came. Welied inanalagarage we 
has moved from Ledue. 

‘Thore were only sb families there and no 
water, power, store or postotice but lotsof mud 
hoise and construction. Wa were true proseers 
Ira modern age, nearly September we moved 
into ur new house which wehaabeen balding 
fllsummer and twas truly ahappy aay forallot 
(she fat thing Maryn an Jack wanted to 
160 was bathe in rel tu with running water 
he nause was very small a the company had 
tig standards and isnot consider was ear- 
Ing enough to alfrd anything larger. Incider= 
tal, Iwas getting 95€ an nour. 

in 1960 our second on, Wiliam Roger, was 
Comfort We immediately started to rearrange 
Some walla and asa some pleces on and wo 
Seem to have bean changing Nouses of remo- 
‘eling them aver since 

In August, 1966, we moved to Edmonton, 
while! continues to work at Devan. dossy Nad 
been teaching. at Holoun school, west of 
Bevan, but when we moved ane workod part 
time with Parks and Recreation in Kindergarten 
wore 

1 was relived in 1979 because of taling 
heatin We moved to Lacombe the folowing 
Yyear and bought anol, ol house,butina few 
oars we found ourzeetfor repairing anearing 
{or this type of house was waning, ana fot we 
both would be better in-a warmer clim 
Somehow, we chose Kelowna, where we moved 
in 1877 and 8 Ike here, But miss our many 
{Good trends in Alberta. eventhough we cannot 
Say the eame fr those long, cold winters 

In 1960 Marilyn marred Grant Fletcher, 3 
wheat farmer ftom near Tabor. who is also & 
Commercial pilot. They have’ ehidren, Janine 
Sludy and David. Jack graduated as an Elec. 
itonte Tectnician and hee worked on the OEW 
Tine, with CN Telacommunications on Pyramid 
Mountain, Jasper and snow with B.C Hyaroin 
Vancouver. He marrea Roberta Hobaon of that 
city, They have 2 ehlgren, Aaron and Dariale 
fnd vein Ladner, .C, Roger, ater completing 
high senaal, worked and did'considrable tra 
Walling, Henaw works for Selnge Slesat Stony 

Having reached the ripe old agp of three 
score and ten, one begins realize we ae ere 














taere you have been. The road ahead is short 
nd unknown. Batter tht we reflect on that 
fang, winging tal behind. happily reeling the 
Blindman Valley, peopie and all oer roads 
that followed. Lotus throw the toren fo tose 
that are taking over where weleitol, Goodluck 
and bless you al 

CO my sisters; Inger became a home Eco- 
nomics Teaener and marred eri Hal, former 
Principal of Slacfalde school He was born in 
Inca and educates in England They lived In 
Edmonton and had 3 chisren, Yvonne, Allan 
and ulian 

Martha married Frank Minton who worked 
In.a airy farm in Ecmonton belore joining the 
RCAF. during the second worl war. Later they 
moved io Winnipeg, wherche was slesman for 
Satry equipment. Frank dled a fow years apo, 
find Marina and their son. Franc, now hve in 
Bota, BC 


ROBOSTAN, ALEX 
by Ann Wecker 


‘AlexRoboetan came to Canad trom Russia 
in 1828, accompanied by his thee cousins. 
‘They travellod extensively Dvoughout Western 
Canada in search of employment. Alex spent a 
winter in Manitoba working ina lumbereampon 
{ake Winnipeg. Coming out to tne prairies. ne 
settled in Cental Alberta at Coronation and be 
fan working forthe CPA. 

tn the early 1990 he mat Lona Filiponko 
and was martiod n 1892. it asthe early years 
tthe depression and work was vry scarce and 
rages tow. He wae working fr the C P.R on @ 
temporary basis acing Iago for thoetor part 
ofthe year usually during the winter months 

Inordertosupplementhisincomene would 
work forthe ocal farmers during tnetime ne wa 
Isl of He spent some time at Princsten, 8. 
‘uth hi father-in-law and is brothers lan 
1 gold mining venture. This being a fare, he 
teturned tothe CPR 

In 1897 he transferred to Mundare where 
stayed for two years. Thon in January, 1838, 
‘Alex, Lana, andone son, 890, movedto Bent 
Te was the start of World War 2. but he was stl 
fot working steady, so during the winters he 
{ok on diferontjobs to supplementhis income 
{uch as clearing lan Tor Peccy Witon, He also 
id some fur trappng 
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‘Ale Retest ith 4 pound tout cash t Ope 


In, 1940 another son, Jack was born, He 
passed away, however 1952 

‘lex purchased his ist home from Goe 
Peterson in 1844, an in his spare tie did an 
extensive romodolling Job. This home stil 
tangs. Immediately ast of the Senior Citizens 
Aetivity Contre, Hisomploymentwith heC. PF 
became permanent, but he stil found enough 
Spare time to bull four more nomes an lend a 
and o perform many more tasks about town 
Hestuccoed th azdtion tothe frst hgh achoo, 

During this time Lena was employed atthe 
Post Ofice and remained there Yor ten yeas, 

‘Alter 35 years with the C.P-A, Alex made 
lan of the elementary school unt 197%, when 
he rtired: He and Lana worked together a the 








daughter Sherry and grandsan Deter 


ROBSON GROVER ALiLy 


suse thelastmove was made sev 
‘razen muskeg. That house presentiy stands on 
the JW. Joey frm 


Grover and Lily ved for about 28 years on 
tat farm through good times ane bas, raising 
Famiy, and being goadcommunty minded pao 
ple. Grandpa(Wison|Cox algo ved th 
lotr years. Grover ang hs father, Jim Robson 
wll Be remembered ae excelent story tllers 
Who dearly loved 1a al stories o the early days. 

In 1958 Grover end Lily sold their farm to 
Sam and Edna Wee! ang reiresto Bentley. In 
1968 they celebrate thelr Golden Wedding Ar 
nivoreary, the celebration of which had to be 
Gelayed fer weeks because Grover had fallen 
land broken his hip. Grover passed away in 
‘lone, 1875, aged 82 years. He and people his 
lage have lived through a very evettl er, hay 
Ing soon many reat enanges. rom the grab hoe 
tothe jt age. 

Lily nas been confined to nodpital in Bon 

Grover and Lily had three chien; Laue, 
bom Apri 1918, maried Julian Sambrook In 
1921, and ive in Eekvle. They have twa sone, 
Roly ang Bil. Allan was born in November, 
1922, and marred Sadie Stopean In May, 1960, 
Sacie passed away in 1977. Alan vesin Oxon, 
land has one caughter, Rose Marie. Russel 
‘borin May of 1982, maied Jayee Stevenson in 
February, 1958. They ion a farm in Locknart 
Valley and nad te ciloren; Wayne (Seceased 
1076), Lee, Deborah, Douglas, and Chery 





THE ROBSONS 
by Margaret Rimbey Moore 


‘Grover Robson, my uncle tame tha m= 
ly story on Sept 1, 1970. Ihave tan tape and 
have taken excerpt rom i 

“lames Wesley Robson. known 88 Ji, was 
born on February 26.1871 a Clinton, Towa, 
Nebraska, Margeret Katherine Ug known a8 
Kati, was born in Germany in 1873 and came 
with her family to Nebraska in about 1882 Jin 
fang Katie were school chums, then were a= 
fied at Wert Point, Nearaska in 1291. They 
farmed nearthelitstown ofCrotton. Nebraska 
whore a'son, Grover Are, was nom on Nov. 2. 
1802, an a daughter, Ella Ethel, was born on 
‘August 16, 1696, 

‘They hada threshing outitand acorn shel 
lee. Grover remembered the old tvesher be 
cause t was horse powerad and remambered 








the horses going roune and round, Times were 
‘ery hardand thee was a severe drought, much 
Ike Saskatohowat nthe hits. 

slim had a brother George, surveyor at 
‘Noison 8.6. wno thought tate could get. 
Job there. So the family left the States in 1897 
fd went toNelaon, 8.C. George couldhave got 
‘im @ jab on construction, but Jim had been 
around steam aot, 50 rght away he gota job in 
the Silver King Mine, cut of Nelon.as a steam 
tngineer. We don't know now long ne worked 
{hore until a new superntendant cama and let 
veral men go. Jim wascone,sothenhewentto 
ossiand.8.C, where heworkedtoratong time, 
HHowas itamina, running aconceatrator which 
took goldangsiver aut ofthe ore. Iwasa good 
Joband he was very elabe so ne stayed here 
fongtime. Ella ana Grover went to school there, 

Wedon tknow why they maved, butin 1800, 
thay tried Romesteading about four miles wes, 
find maybe alitisnorth of Lacombe. They ved 
that summer infants, ne Katie's sist, Ele, 
and erhusoang, were therewith them 00, The 
flies and mosquitos were terble anc iwas ery 
‘wot ang wagons wore stuck aftan anough that 
tvecyone carried chains. Sometimes when fey 
wore tuck. comgone else would come along 
and help them out. Sometimes ney wouldeven 
havo to pull ahorseoutofthemua. 8 the time 
that fal came, they worsted of homestoading 
0 they went back to Rossland again and Jim 
Worked in the mines. ‘The secone daughter, 











a2 


Elsie Peat, was born tha fal, on October 10 
then another son, lames, (Jimmie) waa born 
September 5, 1904, Jim wae in he mines unt 
4805, when they moved to Alberta again. They 
goton the trainst Rossland, ang went fo Neleon 
rere was no railroad fram Welsanto Creston, 
s0 they got a steam boat fo got to Creston, 

When Jim and Kate and tar family got oft 
the tran in Lacombe this tm, Kati’ father. 
Egward Unig was there fo met them, as 

rly inthe day but the roads were so muddy 

that it was near midnight when they finally got 
ut to hs homestexd. This tine the Robson 
Tved south of Bentiy. on whats iow the Szasz 
lan. They rented thi and tom sim Mureay 
‘The Murray brothers proved up the homes 
tens but some of them decidedto gobbeck'othe 
States, s0 were renting out theland. The bull 
Ings were made of logs and areal gone now. 
Robsons, didn't ‘nave. much money, 20 im 
worked out alt, sometimes putting Uphay for 
‘Ban Murray. Thay ned three horses now, and 
Grover remembered ploughing the tangulat 
file where the elevators stand today, with an 
‘ls walking plough andthe three horses. They 
farmed the south half of fown, Because there 
‘wasnt much town there in thoes days There 
tras & past otice nthe Puttand ane Thorp store, 
find there as & Hotel very close to where the 
Baimoral Cates. The very bam wa abit west 
ofthat about where the new bank i. The chil 
fon went othe one roomed school. The main 
‘root was called the ed allowance, because 
that was al was 

‘Mums lived directly south of Rbsons on 
what le now the Allan ‘and. For some reason 
RRbsons and Hunts decided to move, not away, 
but into each others houses. Hobsons lived 
‘hare unt they moved to thelr homestoad at 
Lockhart, NE 8-41-25, (Calkins Valley inthose 
‘aya lim wont in the wintor and bull the 
howe, then the family moved into in the 
pring, probably about Apr There wore about 
20 actos broken on the north sie ofthe oad 
50 they bought tha ftom 8 fellow named Jero- 
ime, who had been a blacksmith in Rimbey 

shim was sil inecested in ‘steam and ran 
threshing out or Dan Murray, and Revd trom 
Fimbey. among others. The farmers formed 2 
‘company, and in ebout 1918, ney Bought helt 
‘vn outfit. This wes calla he Big Steamer, ang 
‘Iimranitforaiongiime. Then there was neodot 
‘tsecond out ap ancther company ofnine mes 
‘was formed, and they Bought hot Steamer. 

















‘Some ofthe nine men were: Ralph Wiese, Joo 
Georgy, Car Geli, Gus Paim, Gavin Caldwell. 
“John rickeon, Grover Robson andi Robson, 
sim was the only man who wa in both com- 
anys. But the Lite Steamor wasnt so Iti. It 
{o0k 20 men onthe oul ahuge ile of woods0 
that they could Keep the stam up, ang an nde 
loveable amount of food for al those me, 
Grovor ran the separator fo elght often yeas, 
then took over and ran the engine. The Big 
Steam Engine was sold fo MeTighe's awn 
and was finaly burned up. Eventual the Lite 
Steamer was sold for slmost nothing. and the 
‘money was avided.up. The drive belt and the 
Soparator wore sold to Aled Hasrstad 

“lim Rabson is remembered a8 kind and 
‘generous man, was on the Municipal Counc 
{he tocal Sehoo! Board ang was president ofthe 
Lockhart UA. at one tine Many wl o- 
momber him asthe Master af Coremoni atthe 
Chistes Concerts in heold Locknar Hal, He 
was instrumental ln gating the elevator bul at 
Forshee, whicn was such agroa: hlpto farmers 
In the notes and wagon days 

“im and Katia retiresto imbay where Kate 
passed away on September 9, 1046, and Jim 
Passed away on May 17,1950 

‘Grover Robson marred Lily Cox and hie 
ys told eoparataly. 
Elia Robson married Chester Rimbey io 
1039. They spent thei lives farming at Rimoey 
nd Chestr passed sway in 1967. and Ella Im 
4969, They had two chiaten, Margaret and Do- 
ais 

‘Margaret marrlag Allen Moore and has two 
children. Maryn Pottage of Eamonton, who 
hastwo litle boys; Dennis, whomarrieaMarshe 
Egwarcs. a grandéaughlor of Len ang Flore 
‘Beddoes, Dennis and Marsha ve at Fort Nelson 
BG. and have one litle git 

‘Donald (Donnie) Rimbey married Donna 
Robinson ofeodale, and they lve nedmantan 
‘Therein are Barbara, Wayne and Colloon 
Barbara has 2 ite gre ang Wayne fe being 
marsiod in August of Bt 

Elsie Robson married HG, Pete) Sampset 
In 192, and farmed near Lacombe foranumber 
‘ot years Uetore going to Calgary. They had wo 
thldren Glen and Evelyn. Elsie now lves In 
Eumonton. Pate passed away in 1064 

"Evelyn marred erry Wooslock,vesin Ed- 
montan and nas two daughters, Brenda and 

‘Ge tes in Eamonton and has two sons 























Meland Craig, Mel has three chilsrenandCraig 

‘Jimmie Robson lived at home unt he went 
to wnat known now asthe Alberta Hospital t 
sonally goes on bus telps and nas been back 10 
both Rimbey an Bente, 


ROE, MELVIN AND FAMILY 
by Clarence Roe 

Inthe spring of 1898, my father the Inte 
Malin loa, et th state of Michigan an jour: 
neyad to the town of Lacombe, NWT. Aer 3 
(Feat deal of oakingthe country over, mostly by 
foot ne fileconthes E 1240-20-4 Healeo led 
‘on quarter for his father, Gorge, and brothers 
Stanloy and Irvin, George on NE. 96-39-28-8 
Stanley 99 NW. 96-90-28-4 ana Irvine on SE 
36-09-20-4, Melvin worked for various homes 
teagore that summer before returning home to 
Micha late ia the fal of 1898 

‘During the summer of 1900, the family 
which consisted of parents George and Elza 
beth andeonskekin, Stanley anctivinestartes 
fut for tne Nor West Tertones. ‘They has 
{ows and some farm machinery, auch 28 walke 
ing plows, etc. My arancmotner.Etzabath n= 
sisted on bringing slong her eat and dog and 
two smal yellow caneries, which she called 
Diekle and Pater. They arrved at Blackalds and 





Journayed up th Blindman,arvingattheirnew 
hom sites about the fist of August. Their fret 
wagons came to a halt my grandfather askes 
‘hat they were stopping for ana when told tis 
eas the site of his new home, he threw up his 
andsin dismay andsald-My Goa, Mei, what 
ki ofa damn sudernoss nave you Brought us 
to?" However thesitechosen form ranctath- 
fs farmstead was on nice, sandy knoll, wih 
Tots of trese for protection and with an abun 
dance of grase and water forthe stock 80 they 
were soon setiod in 
Grancfather was a carpenter and wood: 
wright #9 it didn take them long to pit up a 
few buildings, ity lumber procures ‘rom the 
Cummings sawmill at Gull Lake. During the 
next fow years grandiathor Roe worked on ht 
ns waodworting protean by repaing was 
fs sleighe, ste, for the many new setters n 
Melvin and Stanley, who ha been brought 
Lup inte tal pine woods of Michigan, followed 
the lumbering profession, working atthe Cum 
‘mings swmil inthe winter months ang proving 
Tevin, the younger brother, who wae ex 
tremely veting in ature and never autem 























In 1906 Stanley married Annie Leten of 
Mile and they had eaven children ait, Lucy, 
Ulack Wis, Gold, Marjorie and Leslie. 
marted in 1907 and hac fve ehten ” Ethel, 
Nettie, Clarence, James and Gils 

‘Between the years 19T6and TT, theentie 
Foe families sold teirhomesteads ana moved 
1 the Blaekfads area, “George and Elzabetn 
tnd son, vine retired to the wilage of Black 
falgs. Melvin and Stanley with thet Tamiios 
bought and moved on tothe farms just west of 
Bacstals, where they lived for many years. 

Cine mast ofthe pioneers, the elder Roos 
hve all passed on. 

‘George in 1920 -ege 79 

Metin in 1952 ~ age 83 

Stanly in 1971 ~ 290 87 

Irvine In 1955 -age 75 

Elizabeth in 1992292 89 

Lia in 3951 ~ age 6 
‘Annie in 1977 ~ age 89 
{ike most tamies, their descendants have scat 
tered farand wide, uta few silresdelncental 
iborta 








ROGERS, JACK AND NORA AND FAMILY 


Jack Willam Rogers was bon March 25, 
100, 8 Duns Tew, Oxfordshire, England. He 
emigrated to Canada in March, 1821, 

panod by bi future brothersn-aw, 





Wialker. They atid inthe Vegrevila strict of 
‘bert, working ona atm fortwo years then 
buying afarm. Jacks tance, NoraWatker, who 
Socompanied by her younger brother, Henry 
(Bosca) Walker, who was sistoon yoars old 
lack and Nora wore married t the Anglican 
‘Church in Vegrevile an October 9. the day of 

“The four chilsren; Roy James, Bom In 
1928, "Gordon Wiliam, bors in. 1890, Rosa 
Born in 12%, were all bora at the RIMS. Hos 

i 1944 dack ane Nora bought a half so: 
tion of land from Mrs. Willams, near Forshee 
Sx les north of Bently. They worked hard 
for several oars improving it The iron a 
tended Gentrovew Schoo. 

“lack wat on the Lacome Schoo! Board tor 
‘waive yeare, He was instrumental incosing the 
‘ural schools and having pupils bused into Ber 
tle, Lacombe, and ater fo Eckvile 

Roy atended Old School of Agriculture tor 
two years, and later Rosamond took a two-in 

ddan took a mechanic's course and has 
fotiowed itup, now having his own business In 
Vancouver. In 1985 he married Doroon Suther 
land of Vancouver. Their family consist of two 
{rs and tree boys 

Rosamond was married to Robort (Bob) 
‘Duke in 1985, They have twa boys andtwo girls 
fand win Lacombe, Alberta, where Bob's Pin 
Cipal ofthe Junior High Senool and Rosamond 
{s working In the Ban of Montea 

Sylvia married Richard (Dick) Clemens in 
1958, "They nave twa bays ana two gts and ive 
in Camrose. Dickisinconsttction ana Syivials 
Manager ofthe Bate Rivor Tours Assocation 

Roy married Therese Dobos and they are 
presently living a Hillview Farm, Jack and No- 
fa ergial farm near Bentiey 

Nora was a member of St. Cyprian's Angi 
‘ean Church at Lacombe, and Jack was church 
warden there for many yoats. Nora also be: 
\Gnged tothe Forshee Ladies Clubandstiisan 
honorary member She was a member of the 
GEES, Alexander Chaper No.4 at Lacombe, 

“Jak, Nora, and Roy were prosented witha 
cemtieata Tor obtaining ve gold stars In the 
Farm and Home improvement Plan, tive con- 
ecutive years) which waspresented ty theHo- 














norable L.C. Halmrast, Minster of Agriculture 
for Alberts, 195858 

‘ack received @ plague, being a Founding 
Member ofthe Alberta Wnest Pool He was also 
Amomber ofthe Bentiey Chamber of Commerce 
for twenty years and served on the committes 
that worked to raise the ove of Gul Lake. Jack 
was also District Deputy Grand Master, Distt 
No. 4 1957-58, AF-& AM. and was recently 
Presented with his ity yoar pin 

in 1964 Jackand Nore retires trom farming, 
‘They bought 8 home in Sidney, on Vancouver 
Island, B.C. ‘They presently have fourteen 
trandchileron, wo great grandsons anda greet 
frandesughtor 

"They celebrated thelr 55th wedding snni- 
vorsary in 1978, with a Tamly gathering atthe 
home of Roy and Therese, and open nause 0 
ays tater. 








ROSS CHARLEY 
by Farry 8. Hanson 


Charley Ross was born in Duluth, Mins 
sote, about 1997. Ho came to Alberta with his 
Daren, Mi. & Mrs. No‘man Ross, n 1699 tive 
‘n thar homestead tor he rest of hisife. Char 
ley had one sister who passed away before he 
came to Alperia. after his parents ded in 1925, 
land 1936, Charley became'a confined bach 
tor, Hernever marie 

He operate his farm with horses, buying 
smal tracorin later yeers Herentoahis lana 
the Butcher boys for few years. then again 
farming it hist with tne new tractor 

‘ting the years tht Charey farmed the 
was litle or no prot in the business. He wae 
{ult napoy when ne started receiving a pension 
heque. Tha, slong with his farmincome, mace 
him financially independent 

He lel not have long Het of fiends, but 
‘those of us who know him wl never forge his 
hospitality. He was nota heavy incor himselt 
utalwaysinad wine, beer, andrve fornis rence 
ino da! ana sot erinksfornomaleoholie and 
ids we were always welcome. He aso Kept 
Candy ana rut for Boye and girs who came to 
tested In people and had a good memory Yor 
pioneer days. Today he woulé bea great heipin 
tering the History of Bentley and District. 

He dis rat enter into much ofthe saci ite 
of the district. He cid some curing inns 
Younger dave, walking ino Bentley with Ray 
Hutton and Dayton Wareham. He was Keorly 


























Intorestod in baseball anc hockey but never et 
his radio or television to goand see game. He 
Sought uses ha-ton truck which he drove at 
rong a8 he was able ta get a icense 

He rented his and 0 Gordon Berane and 
went into retivment, Going ishing" neusedto 
‘made meny lishing rips towestof Rocky Mou. 
tain House, Praine Creek, Cold Creek, Skunk 
Gresk, and im Creal 

‘Leaving Rome at 5:00 A.M. we breskasted 
at Rocky, and wee fishing by 800 A.M. coming 
heme in in ate evening. Te ishing was good 
Inthese days; no trouble geting our quota 

‘Gordon an Helon Seranek became Char 
ley’ best ends. Gordon bul im a new to 
pretty decrepit The new house was equipped 
witn'propane for heating, veltigeration, and 
ooking, H wes Chartey’s fst luxury. Gordon 
lana Helen made regular trips over to clean up 
his house. Charoy was no great housekeeper 
Gorden arove him to town and to auction 
sales and looked in him every dey when Ne 
twas sick. Gordon was the only ane who could 
{g2t him to-go to nospital or see a dactor He 

‘Charley passed away in his 80th yeer. He 
had no known relatives. 

Gordan and Helen's daughters now live on 
the place. Glenda enlarged and ramodeleg the 
vse and Sharon (MeGrindi) moved in amo: 
bile home 
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ROSS, NORMAN & KATHERINE 
by Harry B. Hansen 
Norman and Mr. Ross, with their son 
Cchari, came 19 Alberta in 1899." Mr & Mis. 
Foes were bom In Ontario, thon migrated to 
Duluth, Minnesota, where Charlie was born 
Thay homestead the NE, 24-40--¥ 5th, 
and bult log house ans barn, deck a quarter of 
{mila {tom the Meridian road, well away tom 
tne low landaround Gul Lake. ALINat me the 
ll rom Lacombeto te Bingman Valley went 
by their house. In 1817 they Bult anew frame 
house anabarn close ta that orginal aulngs. 
Like most early Romestesders, they en 
ured many hardship but never complained. 
‘They broke up afew acres withorees, Bought 
Souple of cows, some pigs and crickens, nd 
proceeded to lve off the land. seling some 
homemade buttr and aggs fo Buy necessities. 
"Thay wera fond of ther horses ana very 
fussy with thom, They always drove anice team 
‘nth seigh or domacrat. Wi ult was plontul 
tnd, with a good gardea, always haa plenty of 
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earo1nd S00, There woremany evenings spent 
wit the Hane Hansens ang Browniows, some 
‘They wore also keen on the neighBors prem at 
Moran Bosch 

Mr, Ross died in 928. Norman and son 
‘Cherie cared onthe farm, oeeasionally hiring 
2 nousenoeper, "One of thelr favorites wat 
Emma Christensen. Norman was steam engi 
neeranghadworkedtitintho USA, Heoften 
Sota chance towork atitin Alberta. Earyinthe 
So's he became involved in asmallengine ace 
denon te farm, andotnlegs werebroken. He 
twas cripplatortherestorhsite, pasiog any 

‘Both Norman and Katherine are buried in 
the Bentoy Cometery 








ROSS, SOPHIA 
by Ms. Clint ees 

I 1901 when every train brought mm 
rants, and ettles trom other parts of Cangas, 
Buucen Ross of Ladysmith, Quebec, arved ai 
Cacomoe, Alberta, with his. wile and sight 
Saughters, ang one son. The temily sated 

Sophia, the third daughter, went to high 
school in Lacombe. In 1804 she attended Nor 
thal Schoo! In Regine, returning ater the four 
months course to teach at Lakeside, Eclipse. 
find Bentley, rom 1906to 1908 Later shotaught 
inn. Aamarts sehoal in Calgary. 

During the summer of 1974 she visited ner 
sister, Mrs. Lorrie Lofthos In Idaho, and was 
thre athe imo war was declared, Shodecided 
tovstay and maied Dr N. Ray Wallontne the 
Tatlowing year. 

Sophia passed away in San Francleco in 
1959, Surviving were two daughters end fie 

‘Sophias sty in Bentley was a happy one. 
she was Yond of dramatic ana ft ino the 
fmatour play staged in that er, lator known a8 
the Thorp -Putlang era, One old timer told of 
faving business Bentley when a play was on. 
Teattended ana wat so celighteawiththe show 
Js he put years after “The leading lady was 
the pretest gi | ever saw” Sophia loss of 























UD, EMIL 
by Heavig (nes Rue) Hestad 

My parents, Mr. & Mrs, Emil Rud, ltt Nor 
way in the spring of 1906 and came to Fingal 
North Dakota, USA 

“They lett hore in the fa of 1908 ane came 
thenorthendof Gull Lake, bout miles straight 
sal years old andy brother, Allred, was one 

We lived with a bachelor neighbor in his 
lite log house until Dad and Motner tron, 
Christ Anderson, built @ rice [og nouse on the 
homostesa 

"Tho fit fow years worea ite ough asthey 
had vey ite money and ust enough things to 
{et by with Wal game and fw! were pont 
nen you gat trad of paridge soup or rabbit 
$ew here was uncle Christ wih some venison, 

'As time went on, Dadmanagedsto buy some 
Several bachelor neighbors, they Bought al the 
pare, Dad also bought three big oxen, One wat 
red white faced: thecther wo werebiack white 
faced, witn long horns. Dad proved up on his 
homestead wth ness oxen anda waking plow. 




















“a7 
(Once they ran away withthe disk when Dad 
tracked his whip at & gopher. 

Inthe spring of 1912 my sister, Erma, was 
born nd by the fal of 1913 Thora was born, 

In those pioneer days they didnt have ll 
the handy things we have today. Moat was 
wa salted down was made into sausages oF 
for cooking and neating 

‘en the time came for us kids to 9010 
schaol wonad almost tve miles to go. Trree.ot 
Us rode on a roly-poly tie pony who was 
Seared to deatn ofacer- Hepiledusmeny atime 
Dut neve left us. Of eourse there ware very few 
fears in those days. Dad bought hs fst cain 
4817. itwas 8 1817 Mode! T Ford 

| marred Joe Heistad in January, 1828 and 
‘wack, B.C. They dda ike tere son the fall 
‘01 1880 they came to Bentley anc bought farm 
three mies wast ane one mie south of Bani. 
Dltred Erma and Thore were stil with them 

‘Alter awhile Altre started at a litia cream 
hauling. Then he married Alma Swanson of 
CCillwack, 8.C..boughtahousein Bentey, anc 
went nto th cream and milk hauling business. 
‘They soe out in 846 an went fo B., where 
they ail ive. They have two chien, Marian, 
wane marries Joo Young ane ives in Calgary, 
fas three boys and one adopted gil Marv 
George, BC. They nave thee bays. 

(On January 14, 1967. my dear mother 
passed away and was laid to reat inthe Bentley 
tometer, Jonn Fraser of the Pentecostal 
(Church was the pastor. My sstors Erma and 
‘Thora were stil at home, which was of some 
comfort to Dad 

In ine fall of 1938 Das took & boat to Now 
way, He ist there until the summer of 1958 
Erma married Fred whitwortn that summer. 
‘They ved in Bentey for awhile, then st Cam 
rose, finally moving to Tutlford, Sask. They 
Children, a gi and © boy. He passed away In 
Sask. They have one boy and one ge 

Erma passed away in March of 1957 and 
was alto rest inthe North Battleford cemetery. 
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Dad and Tore stayed on the farm at Bor 
tle fora few years and ha a nousekeoper. By 


He te oth of 
foward te ast. He was lonely man, yetvery 
happy nine Lord. Dad passed away inanuary 


1826 he sold out 
around between his children 


1989 at the age of almost ninety yours. He ests 

inthe Bentley cometory, besides Mather 
"fnora was in the Deernome at Fed Deer 

from 1860 unt he passed away nthe spring ot 


1878. She f00 les inthe Bentoy cometery be 
side Mother and Dea 





SAINT. MITCHELL AND ELIZABETH 
by Beatice Thorp 


Michal Saint came rom Northumberland 
England to lina USA. where he marcod 
Eleaboth Sugget a sister of John Jack) Sug 
gett and they later moved to Stuart, lowa, 

203 both famios came tothe Bertey ssvct 
ari in ihe ety of Edmonton for tity-fve 
Years, where he eid, passed away andisbur- 
Teo tnera, He was married to Sala Elleworth. 
wha ls slao deceased ang buried in Eemonton. 

‘Gertrude Saint marriod George Bodoos, who 
ted to Bentey, where George ledin 1970 and 
‘buried in Belay. Geruce isliving in Park 
and Manor in Rmbey. Harry did at he ago of 
twelve years and!sburiadin Bantiy. Dolores 
Sint marred Reg Snow and they ao now ro 
fred and lung in Gratton. B.C. Boarice mar 
ied Wad Trp and they aroretired and ving 
InVietora, 8. 

Nitenel and Elizabeth retired tom the farm 
in 1827 and moved to Bentey, where they live 
Unt Elizabeth passed away in 1846 ancaterel 
in 1987. They ae bot buried in Bentey. 
months at Ferie, 8.6. where ne mined for coal 
to help out wih he paymens on the farm 




















SANDERS, GRANT AND HELEN 

Grant and Helen Sanders came to Bentley 
1n 1936, They were the avmers ofthe rug Store 
lanieh they pursed from Bird Drug Ca, ans 
persed the business unt 1059 when hey 
moved to Calgary 

Both Grant and Helen were active in the 
passed away in Calgary on December 26, 1969 

Tey raised their four eigen in Bentley 








‘where they allattended schoo. Patrciamariad 
Bill Wyse, and they ive in Meine Hat They 
have three daughters Kathy Brosnivat, She 
rive Bokstern an Kim all of Mesiine Hat 

Bill married Doreen Carr and thoy Ive in 
igary, an they have one son Randy 

Marin marted Jim Garrzan and they lve 
in Cayley, and have two enldren, Jason and 
Shane 














SAWYER, DAVID EDWIN AND FLORA 

By DE, Sawyer 
reg In 1996 and purchased the SV 96-1-2-5 
from Mr. & Mrs. Bil Woyen n 1941 and thenorth 
weet quarter of he same section fom agente 
‘man in Galiforia and also part ofthe south eas 
{Warter owned by 2 moet colorful enaractr in 
the person ef Joe Menigomery - known as 
‘Moonshine Jos”. His story appears clsewnore 
inthis book 





The Sawyers moved tothe Forshee clsrct 
in 1982 and four hile were born to them 
Gary mariod Ruth Taylor of Rimbey and they 





































hava four children, Robert, Danny, Obie ana 
Douglas: Nina, whos ts Ml ivesin Sher 
wood Park with hee daughter, Barbara ancson, 
Ronslo; Dianne is Mrs. Gran Lerz. and they 
have two children, Jason ane Kare and ive on 
the “une Farm inthe Bentley cstrict anc 
Davie maried Gelste Middleton of Edmonton 
find ull thelr home a Brighton Beach on the 
west bank of Gull Lake, They have Iwo sons 
Patrick and Kriston. My eon, Te, ves a few 
miles north-west of Bentey 

‘We sold asectionofiandin theLeedaleares 
to Gary and Ruth in 1962, whore they farmed 
Uti 1979 ang then sold out and moved to Rec 
Deer. 

‘John and Shirley Hane bought our north 
west querter, where they sil rece 

Neighbors in the Forshee lstiet wore 
wonder, aways ready to co-operate to saw 
wood orwnataver, an there was always time to 
Matta bt too. 

in those years fan were big and pet in 
both Gul Lake and the Slingman River and 
many 8 tasty mest ney provided, 


SCHMIDT, EMIL AND COMPANY 
by Eleanor Dixon 

lp Maren 1900, Emit Frederick. Schmit 
1860-1869) ang his brother, Wil (1881-170), 
ame to central Alberta to homestead inthe 
fertile Bindman Valey, The tain tp rom Cer 
Ute, lowa, brought them as far 88 Red Deer 
then a small ralway town with wegon-ruted 
rests, afew provsioner stores araseateing 
‘of rough dualings Gaetz nd Comet had a 
‘eaSy established the community’ fst phar 
today 

Emil waste second born the edest, Ann 
‘Schmidt (1841-1932) and Emilie Kraak Schmit 





{1856-1913) both born in Germany and married 
mn Detroit Michigan, on Emile flteenth 
thay 


IN the time of pani, now referas to as a 
depression. the Prag Senmists and Emilee 
ncies of land. Later tha Schmigts moved to.& 
farm ia Lincoln Township, about five miles nor 
theastof lear Lake Hare work bore ite it 
ios nes wn aomn oe engi 
promise of fers homesteads an the pion 
experienc 

‘Once in Red Doe Emi and Wil obtained 
vinat provision they coulgatforgandeary, and 
Eetoff on foot catching shor ifs with passing 
‘wagons, 19 locate their homestead. The long 
rduous task of elearing the land ana making & 
home for thomseives began. Staple goods and 
some tools wereboughtin Red Deer ana packes 
roatiess maine of acabio Bult bythe brothers 
from hand hewn igs stil nestled nthe reos at 
thotop of ahillon the nomestesd quarter This 
quarter borderad on the east bythe 5th mee 
Sian, extendee north almost tothe Blindman 

‘Oxeh were used to clear and eulivate the 
land unt horses could be aforded. Ther smal 
tearnings were supplemented with seasonal em 
ployment an bridge-oulling crows, Emi cor~ 
{eacted typhoid fever whieatridge overtne Red 
Deer River was being constructed. The moral 
ty rate for that and other diseases was 9 
tMemely Pigh, But he survived. However, the 














fry, ltt him wth permanent and passionate 
Sibi forthe nuttous fa! 

In 1806, Will married Doratny (Daly 
MeWishon, and the brothere acquired separate 
farms. Emifs lang, SW. 24-3815, was org 
nally homesteaged by R. Michelin 1800, who 
bull the anginal wood: trame house 
Emil marieg Ruth Lofgren, the eighteen year 
‘ld eldest ehild of Seward and Nancy Johan 
(Eowara soon arvanged for a name change be 
none around) Ruth hag been Born in Stavely 
INiborta, Apri, 905. The fel late famed in 
Montana anon thir return to Canace, Bought 
land on te nerth sige af tha Blackfals roaa 
hai mil east af Qumam senoal 

Emil, for 80 many years the confirmed 
bachelor, nad acquired many ‘culinary and 
ousekeeping sks along with thase of ling 
the soll and growing 2 productive vegetable 
‘arden. Auth. who was her fathers *ight hand 
making. by heronm admission. Her one reso 
tion on entering this unfamiliar domain ws 0 
have sparing white din towels, She chuckled 
‘ver her nave intron, buts long a sh was 
tn the farm her eishtowels wore both bood and 
Bleached every Moncay!. As a student inthe 
fitchan. she learned fast and wel ~ to bake 
bread and make Hearty mess, adapting to and 














Thai teat hilo, Frank Water, norm in 1925, 
Bleeding and unconscious, m the loft of the 
ge, ne, racbarn afer a mishap whieh, inci 
realy, nappaned because ofa community Barn 
(ance the. previous evening. Emil had been 
‘mbing lace tothe platform to open the 
fenormous doors in arr to sith ft, when he 
adder sipped on the waxed wooden floor. The 
points of mpact wore Emi'e hin, and his let 
thume whieh was pinned under the laden. The 
thumb, later became gangrenous and he was 
Tettwith a stubby stump ofa thumb, whch awed 
find delighted Ite fol ever after. but which 
proved something of handicap in dal ie. 

Raymond Ears Srv, February 28,1027" The 
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Emi never totaly recovered 
Laura May's bith on June 18,1929, camet 
was just being Quilt I was pre-tabrcsted 
‘ition mustnave Been something ofaistin he 
‘ea. With his customary vision and foresight 
Eni installed slactnal wiring before the ith 
ang plaster were applied. He took an awl 
finbing about those ies hanging down fram 
the calinge an out ofthe walls for over fiteen 
Years before rural eletification became area 
iy. but his was th lat ugh, when he neigh 
their houses apart in ord to instal wiring and 
Farming techniques were beginning to in 
prove by the lime Ray and Laura came on the 
Seen, Butte dy, lean years. thelato20'sand 
tary 3's meant hat tractors and ractor-rawn 
‘Squipment mage a siow appearance on land 
‘round nedstnet. Gradual they came those 
ponderous graet Rumiay and Hart Par tractors, 
‘vith their enormous siao lug-whool, drawing 
breaking plows, gang plows, narrows ana ceils 
{oberaid ine aval ofmechanzedtaming. But 
hoteos wore not fo be completely rplaced tor 
many years. especialy for haying and harvest 
ing ehores and some, though not Emi wore 
‘Unsuspecting ofthe droughtto follow, Emi 
planted tong tow of ny spruce and pine eos 
fo eventually actas awind-break. Scores the 
Ile seeatings were set outin atrple row south 
of the houses and farm buulsings.Pationtly 
Tabonusiy he pumped and carted water by he 
hundreds of bucketful saving the majority 
‘Tho rewards within few years, started ¥0 be 
evident and are stil enjoyed by the present 
Anothec quarter of and, hata mie southof 
the home piace, was added tothe family hold 
Ings and becameKaownas the Upper" or"other 
place" Emit and Wil, by design oF nappen- 
Stance. became owners of @ threshing out 
tihich for years moved with Is crew of neigh: 
barley and oats tured golden in he fal. Emil 
recognizing the need f@ market the bountu 
Signers ofthe Alberta Wheat Poot 
‘Threshing season was an exciting ime for 
everyone. Although the weather and break 
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downs were a constant rat, the giant opera 
sion erawled from eld to tel, leaving I its 
wake enormous golden sraw stacks and gra 
nes full ofthe farmers stat of ile. While the 
mon toiled inthe feds, loading tho big team 
Srawn hayracks with twine-tied sheals 10 be 
pitched into the aver ravenous conveyor ofthe 
Threshing machine, the women stoked up thee 
‘wood stoves. They trod out three, generous, 
Tastetemting mess a day, plus mountains of 
fresh buns, doughnuis, cakes and cookies for 
Inid-socning and mid-afternoon cote bros. 
nove. two "lunches" were taken to the Told 
ere the hungry harvesters savored them, and 
‘ite rest in shits 

Much to the consteration of many, tough 
rot of uh, Emi as away on his annual hunt 
Ing tip west of Rocky Mountain Houso, when 
November of 1898. This yearly adventure ito 
the eugged mountainous Country he respected 
find loved 20 dearly, was for decades Mis oAly 
holiday trom the demands of mixed farming 
fnd ane he continued to anticipate and enjoy 
into his 70s. the managed to sip back to the 
wwids fora litle tout fishing, i as 8 onus. 





Emil was one of the prime movers in the 
‘establishment ofthe Durham Seno! Boar, and 
Served nseveraleapaciis over the ars. Hin 
Seta wall educated man for histimes with qual 
Feations to teach, ne strove to make a suns 
basic edueation availabe fo his children and 
those of the distil. Many of the Durham 
teachers poarsed with Ruth and Emil =» Mary 
orion, Doris MeCubin (ater Bais Anderson 
‘editor of Chatelaine magazine), Agnos Farewell 
Snd Shela Hanna. among them. Highlights of 
the schoo! year forthe community were the an- 
nual Chvstinae concerts and schoo! picnics. 
Student participation in the cones ranged 
from ectatons plays and pageants, to musical 
{hil and atleast one of the exited Mespians 
ould be counted onto get sik o faint behind 
thescenes every year! Thepienics broughtbar 
thls preschoolers, pupils and tends trom the 
‘iti together fora hile day of country 
Siyle sports events ané mouth-watering picnic 








(On February 20, 1944, win girs ~ Carole 
‘ann and Connie Gay - were born to Fuh and 
Emil To interested observers, tho two litle, 
bionde, blue-eyed bebias ere like grandenia- 
fon to Emil, 69 atthe tme ofthe ith They 








they could be seen, clad in pink sleepers 

"ay gen vp sndbecae ernoted 
tos at usapaceworebovgN to rumen 
Lau a Boyd an Se ene ay 
‘and family, Somehow it ail worked out, Laura 
“Ray and Pat's tour oldest children were 























boxn whitethe coupiwers farming, Viki in 1952, 
Karen 1954, Lance in 1958andLyneain 196 
‘Allan riod in 163 whl the ari resides in 
{Lacombe and ay was assessor forthe count 
Several year ater, the Ray Seite moved to 
Fort Smithin he NWT, where Ray sil works or 
{he Federal Goverment 

In. 1985, Eleanor moved to the coast and 
soon found a job a8 a writer for CKNW, Nev 
Wesminster tn August 1966, she married Do- 
alg Dixon, then an engineering student at 
UBC. Shehad methim several years previously 
“nile he was stationed wrth the Canadian Air 
Foree at Penhold, Their tist cid, Frank, was 
4958 New Year's baby. After Don graduatod, 
they moved fa Deep Aver, Ontario, where Don 
waa employed wth Atomic Crergy of Cansda 
Ls, Chale iver Jul was bornin Deep Rverin 
180) and Carine in 798%. The family moved 
beck est foro Yous, 198585 ng near 
‘They thea spent three years in Port of Span 
Feturing to Deep Rlverin 1968 where they sl 

"Having disposed of machinery and equ 
rmantinanaucton ele in November, 1063, 7 
those health in his 80's we fling somewhat, 
haga short and reletant retirement om fen 
Ing. The week that Connie nd Carole were to 
‘raduate from high sehooln Beniey, ne deo 
stound fons example esa father, lend neigh 
bor and humanitarian. He hed farmed th 
nen, yet ecto hear ofthe Russian launching 
thai frst Sputnik into outer space, anc to mar 
Valattneachiavement. He wasaman who ved 
4 good yarn from the past Sut who fveg only in 
And forthe present andaman who declared an 
Bractisee the co-operaiv ioals of socialism 
Fed Deer. The move heralded an unprece 
{ent Thinning outof accumulated possasons 
‘ways. economy-mindes, Ruth saved every= 
ing that right some in handy somey 
hitherto necessary toms ware disposed ofan 
‘ld wall becaming arepestiory forwhat we now 

in Red Over, Fsth became landlady and 
second Mom to 8. growing alum of young 
boarsers. 
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In 1964, Carole married a young teacher, 
Walle Deering, rom east of Red Deer Their 
‘nly oil, Kim, was Bom in May, 1965, 

‘Alter two bouts of serous surgery in 1965, 
‘Rut joinad Eleanor and Dom in-Trnad for & 
Stay. It was an experience teasured by all 

‘Geeet by health problems stemming from 
worsening rtnriis, uth decided fo move to 4 
Suite in 7873. "Once more, treasured posees 
Sons had ta bepartogarth is timowithout ner 
Sirect Supernsion. She gave too rein from hor 
hospital bod to Laura Floyd and Eleanar (ist 
Ing tom Ontaio to make the decisions, some 
‘of which nostalgia made ict but ator th 
limp wih laughter. The week-iong task com 
pleted, ends, relatives and neighbors joined 
Floyd an vara in ealeorating a gala 25th Wor 
ding Anniversary 

Tough her eapsclty to live fe tothe fullest 
evar siminished, ner attengin did. and Ruth 
{ve up nar suite onthe south hil in 1977 10 
Tove tothe Twlight Lodge n Ree Deer Before 
Fer sudden death In Rosplal where she was 
being testes for a braken lag. on August 25, 
1879, Ruth was able to make a rp in October 
1979, to visi Eleanar and Don an inelrenlaren 
and toenjoy he spectacular color ofan Ontario 
‘oven dates, thatthe writer canal recall on be 
half of ner family. Having made ony periodic 
has both forgotton and missed out onthe rine 
forcing reminicences of others ebaut by-gone 
‘days, But personal memoriae bound! 

‘She remembers theringing sound! acous 
Ing Sunday horseshoe game being played by 
her gad, brother and uncles. The peals of 
laughter trom the oftn the then-old red barn, 98 
family and neighbors gathered to play shut 
board a game ner dad discovered ana tans- 
ported roma Sehmidtfamiy reunion in Floss, 
Sho remembors sugar-rationing and that sac- 
Carn doasa't make a good substitute fr sugar 
in mubaro pie! The vision of Day! Adams, imp 
with laughter on the back of Babe, Caries 
buckskin mars, while neighbors tied to cos 
the erran Tele the Sonmict Powering shor: 
thorn bull) to retum home, always Brings & 
file. Thre are many recollections of UFA 
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baby showers, housoand barn ralsings and da 

es at Aspelund Hal 
Memories linger rom the months aura, as 
‘young high school graduate, ssumea charge 
Of at least 20 pune taking correspondence 
‘Courses at Asplund school Having a younger 
sister emong her charges made the awesome 
task more acu but having someonetoshare 
the teacherage atop the bald schoo! Pil must 
winnoeg couch nsteas ofeach nh own 38 
tracks around windows end under the door 
fing, econ sucka 











their Grade I toacher- Agnes Farewal at Dur 
ham, Nettie Ros, as her Grade 4 ands tacher, 
‘nlalways be remembered forher excellent 
hava been none batter nan thoyoung graduate, 
Peart Nionhui, fr Graces and 9, back at Dut- 
ham, preparing her for both the creado Depa 

(Of hited help, she remembers Bill MacDo: 
ald and his ster, Mac, stalwart Scots whose 
‘ediaton to hard work and femiy welfare was 
‘emarkable, Their brogues, tek asthe oatmeal 
fon which they been raised, along with fine 
Senses of humor, made the duo residont 

“And who of us, that remain, can forget the 
immense nelp and gente presence of Edna Ho 
tonne were tiny? The good times together 
the trauma wae great the twins wore never 
‘anger, but Edna's suffering was lang and to 
tal draining 

‘And who that was present wil ovor forget 
‘auth and Emits 25th weeding anniversary cele 
bration in te summer of 19497. Friends and 
Rome and yard when a force thunderstorm 
Struck There was an exploding sound, atash of 
Blu ht ana when evryon bana ecoverng 
{ether in tight groups for instinctive protaction 
fa soon clecvered thatthe Hanning Got 














hog nouse, killing one full-grown pig, ana cut 
ting slectncal wiring into. spaghett longths 
Leki. no fre had ensued. Tha treasured git 
‘onthe occasion, #s0t of Lady Hamilton siver 
sath oy. 


‘SCHMIDT, JOHN P. FAMILY 
By Elina Spauiing 


In 1918, Grandtather Contes Relswio and 
family erived in Botley from North Dakotaana 
Settled on a farm three miles south ard a hall 
tole east of Bentley. We called it the Hulse! 


A year later. io 1910. my parents, M&Ms 
John. Selumidt an toe daughters, Marco, 
Eivna and Lucile (Dol), joined ou ranpar 
font ago coming trom North Dakota. The 
Sarsprent reteset 





ferent areas around Bentley and wa tree gs 
ttendes schoo! at Oumham, Aspelund. Carr 
Gull Lake, Oxford Elementary. Chapel and 
Bentiey High Schoo) 

‘owned by Wm. Surratt, which Red prewously 
Boom owned By Wiliam Leike 








The Schmicts moved into Bentley in 1852 
Bentley Community hospital end remained 
{hore unt! Decomber, 1394, nn they returned 











Eine, remained in Canada and married 
Schumaker November 12.1994. He was 

the son of Jonn ane Kathrine Schumaker, who 
wore farming lane owned by Clarence Daman 
‘They had ome tothe Bently district in 1979 
Dave and hasthree children, Donald, Aus 
ray. and Marlene, om whlewewerein Bentey. 
Dave wae in the trucking business and gas 
agency and was in charge of the White Rose 


Lletnbeidge. We lived mere for eleven years be- 


tore going to Calforia in 1956. Whitin Leth- 
bridge Dave was inthe hardware business. Two 
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cain 
‘the Sm care 





SCHNEIDER, MARTIN AND MARY 


daughter, Mary, aerived trom Hungary in July 
4905 and landed at Halfex. They let the Ole 
Country June 28m and arrived by Boat July 


Ban, mith the grand sum of $5.00 in thet 
‘Canada in 1924 but were refused immigration 


them clear land {heavy brush) by hand. The 
ready out here informed us this cortain area 
here was where we had @ real language bar 





























Fier, By making signs and sign 
piece. which paid our living over the winter 
find we managed to save $200, 

At this time we decided to give up the 
Jand and horses. | bought 8 CPR. quaror 
labich was tke a granary. now had no horses 
So'l asked @ neighbor to summertaliow for 
$1.00 an acre and our fst erop netted 7,000, 

in. 1929 a daughter, Anne, was born. 

"worked forthe Bell boys and bought two 
horses, which were not yet broken | workas 
them off at $40'8 month and they cost me $22 
ahead, | saved my money unt I had sh hor 
‘es, Now I needed more land, s0 I wet tothe 
Dank and asked about rentinglané. They saiait 
fhe land in question warn" cold by Apri st, 
‘cul rent son Apri. 1929, we made out the 


During this time, in Apri, 1953, a son 





Frank, was born. ‘The family gfew up an ths 
farm, "ranching, raising arses ane. miking 
joyed a1 of norse-back ‘ding, want 12 
Sl tough, Press were at het aod and year 
ftter year we had drought, plus lot of Bac 
ha storms. By the frst of July pastures turned 
brown ae the rain just didnt seom to reach 
that far | wall remember one hat May cay 
when ve had hail tne sizeof her's eggs ane 
thoy wore that shape too. 

‘The. Schneiders got_discouraged once 
mare and in November, 1947, they had 3 36 
land made their move down to Bentley, Alber- 
{2 Here wo. got a arger yield trom our 200, 
But wall gel old sooner oF Iter. so in 1985 
‘we held a suecossul farm sale. We were saa to 
Toave the date, but must adn we are enioy 
ing retitement ia our new home in Rimbsy. 

Son, Frank farms our land now and our 
chnloren are ll artied enc ting in the I= 











SSCOULAR, JAMES AND MARGARET 
by Gertrude Suagett 


Mr & Mrs James Scoular (James and Mar- 
‘garet arrived in Bentley in healt 1920. They 





nad been ayearat Strathmoreatter coming rom 
‘uring the first word war Prior otha they ad 
farmee st Oakbank, Maritobs. Fo the ist win 
terthay lived in Bentley with hee two chileren, 
‘Gebome and Gertrude, who both attended Ba 
they sehoo! 

Inthe spring Jim put up ving quatersand 
tne family mova ta the farm. The and was al 
bush, bang partofaschoolsection-NE 28-20 
15 in those dayethe land was brushed with an 
fue and broken with horses. Mik cows, parses 
fn pigs had been bought. Things were very 
high after the war but a good nome was made 
tnd everyone worked for & good garden 

Ate the move the fam. Gertrude wentto 


Stephenson schoo! fora whi, ane Miss Ea 
Maurer who now lives in Lacombe, was the 
teacher. Teachers ofthe one-roomed schools 
SRY grades ono ight Many 8 day te 
tha back ofthe room cauldnot pat out enough 
heat to warm the font of the foom. For he 
igher grades, Gertaide went back to Bently 

Fara time Mrs. Scoula was President ofthe 
Stephenson district Wil All the neightors 
turmed out for the meetings andthe sociabity 
par ott She was also President of the Bentoy 
Red Gross for a time, where all ands wore 
the Oid Country. 

Jim belonged to tha various farm move 
time.” Meetings wore held in the homes and 
‘dances held in hall which Now part ofthe 
present Valley Electr. Arew hall was bun 
W927 and was. real asset to the whole 
vio land was bought from the McKenzie 
Broa, of Lacombe, NW 28-4015. Over the 
hhome was made. ‘Other buildings had been put 
Up, tractors and a threshing machine ought as 

Gertruce marieg Cecil Soggett end moves 
Lyla Tompsett, who was matron of the Bentley 
Hospital Thor fret home was south of Bente 
NE 10.40.15, and aaughter, Cara, was born 
‘whe they were living there. The seniae Seou 
Tare moved to Calgary for fow years and Os 
































land son, was born Later, OrbomeandLyla 
Mother andbad Scaular movedbackto Res 
1 order to be closer to Infamy and in 
‘me moved beck to Bertey where they bought 
fnovse. Mother died n 1968 and in 1973 Dac 
moved ta the Senior Citizens Ladga in La 
(Combe. He cies in 1975 a ho age of 92 














In danwary, 1924, a group of farm women 
got together and decide to form a ladies cid 
They decided to nave thele meetings the 
fist Wednesday of each month, with sand- 
Wwehes, cake or cookies and a beverage. The 
lub es started out at. 08¢ per month anc has 
Since rig to 208. Ifatany ime woran short we 
“The money was to be used to buy fi fo 
sick members, baby gift, shower or wedding 








itand! share ecipes and pattems for tancy 














Biang with lots of salads Thal cay everyone 
took turn a tring the ie erm freezer and 
‘am padi 








CChartar Members were Maggie ietr, 
Dora King, Catherine Rieter (Farell, KateRoes 
Grandma and Elizabeth King, Stele Cabeka, 
This group of indies started the club and 
lub, ang no one wno was nota farmer's wile oF 
‘As the club grow in size it was decides to 
serve a mea of moat and vegetables, with dos 
fin pace of sandwiches. A that tie we al 



























show we wished tohelp each other and brighton 
the comer wnere we were We chose tne Pansy 
Our lub song was composedy Mary Wareham 
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and we sing itt the tune! he Prisoner's Song, 
tune quite popular inthe 1920's. 


‘The Club Song 





no are we but the club oft 
Wit our clors 80 beight and gay. 
With the blue ang te gold of eur banner 
We wil be true an fit always 

[and in love let us Help ane another 

‘Fil we pat tor that far brighter an, 


Searchlight 


The memners each took a turn steering 
‘loner and antartaining, the tums coming 3 
phabetcaly. Stella Cabeka and Cather Far 
‘others having gone to that fair brighter lend. 
‘golden years do not have to entertain. However 
wie each take & urn at providing the dessert. 
‘hus Weaving one less item forthe hostess fo 

‘And now. ater 57 years we silgettogether 
for that once 8 month good fellowship meting. 








TENRICH, WILLIAM A 

by Gladys Seltonrin 
Won. A. Setenrich movad onta the $9.24 
40-5 in 1948, having bought the land trom 
hte: Lonmerin 1948, Thare was log mouse, 
umimer of 1046, of lomber sawn by Wil and Ed 
Ealing inthe Woody Nook district 

‘Only aboutfity acres was broke, sothe nex 
yoar, Cris Soll of Bentley was ved to clear 
nd break about eighty acres, ang.as the spring 
twas 20 ate, twas most eeu for Wil to piok 
wos late and wo harvesteg afi rop of wheat. 
Moose Jaw, raried David Blacker, and they 
have Tour ehiren, Ker, Clayton, Roger, and 
Blan, Stanley was born n Lacombe ané mariod 
Susanne How They have two children Mi 
heel and Eve 

‘oth Barears ang Stantey atlended schoo! 
in Bentley, Barbora went though asa school 





ROMP. taking is traning ln Ottawa 
Dt ptesent we are stil ving onthe farm, 





SHEWAN STORY 

‘Ourmother. Emily CarolineGrant,was bom 
in Glearinnis. Banffshire, Scotland on Apri 25, 
‘age of 17. She taught in schools around the 
‘county until she married William Shewen in 
‘810 and immigrated to Canada, Mother ta 
velled by ship, and then across the country by 
train, atwving in Alborta May 1911. Our father 
nim 10 care for his cattle which he was bringing 
‘ver from Scotland. Hence our father spent 
‘mast of his sea journey bolow decks “cattle sit 
ting’. They settled on the Clemens tarm at 
Sedgewick where their three children Alexander 
Grant, Florence Margaret. ané Nancy Caroline 
wore born, in 1922 they moved tothe North Star 
the Spring Valley district east of Lacombe whore 
thee they moved tothe Gul Lake district to the 


farm now owned by Louls Gabelha Weattonded 








right games, coasting an the Cabetka hill in 
Srnter skating on the lake, swimming in the 
Take, ang the annual Sports Oxy which ws Mee 
In Bortoy witha he surrounding schools com- 
pling for & trophy. Gull Lake had many fine 
1032 we moved to the Osgood tam near Ben 
ty, Later we bought the farm and our mother 
Mother was always vay interests in music an 
while stilin Seatlana bought a piano which she 
brought win her when ane came to Alberta 
Alec's con stil hast ald piano andhischiaren 
“replaying it As eid we spent many nappy 
‘evenings siting around the piano singing the 
‘1a songs Mother taught each one of Us olay, 
land when she was at Spring Valley she direct 
singing group. Several winters she helped 
Zachery Zacherlason, Noe! Shupe, Otto Woe 
het, and Alec supply the music forthe weekly 
dances at Fernis Hal at Aspen Beach, We hag 
geodneighbors those closest tous at Gull Lake 
Were the Ea Hanson, Dick Cox, and Benton 
‘Wareham familes. At Bentley the Don Pierson, 
‘il Sehenrich famiies, and Blaine Hutton 
Mother was ahvays ready to help cut when she 
was needed, Sn loved ner garden and her hab- 
bios included reading, latter writing, kniting, 
flgsaw and eroseword purrs. She ikes camp 
tng and has been out on a camping tp jst ton 
days before ner death, She loves nes famiy and 
hor grandenigren were hor prise snd jy 











Alec was 12 whan wecamete GuilLakeand 
spent 312 years at school there. His teachers 
wore Miss Morter. Mice Abbot, and Mr, Gil He 
had to travel to Bently fo take his High Schoo! 
fn horseback and on bicycle. His teacher was 
furs. Pompey. He played on the ball far an 
the noekey team. In 1940 he married Alla May 
Uniand and they had 6 ehilaren. Bruce - mar 
Fie living in ietora, has 2 ein, Kenneth 

Imartied. now secoased. Douglas - maid 
Tving in Kimberly. has 2 chen, Gregory © 
ving Ota. Gay-martedlvingin Calgty 
has chil, ends married, ving n Bassano. 





Nan, Florence a Ale Sever 


stationed in Calgary. Aller the war he moved to 
Fed Deer where he worked for Frank Thom. 
Son. In 1956 he moved to Drombeller whore he 
\wotked for Pan Canacian Petoleumandin 976 
he retired and moved to Westbank. BC. where 
he and Alta make their home, 

Flo was 11 when we came to GullLake and 
she spent tour yeare at senoal there Snead the 
Same teachers as Aloe. Sho alo traveled to 
Bentley to tke hor High Senool and sne nad 
‘many’ cola noreeback ide tan rom schoo 
‘ihen she tnshed school she opened its tea 
hap an Bantleys main see Fo also worked 
in bles Thorp's bakery and stiimakes celclous 
dossors today. Wthorels wil long remember 
ner capable management of thir home in 1940 
she married George Willa Paakman who was 
Stationed in Esquimalt inthe Navy. With Bil 
te forces they maved t0 Halifax. to New 
founclane, to England, and back to Vietora, At 
prasont they are residing at Tsanwassen, 8.6 
‘They have three chr, Stanley - marred 
Ingin Saskatoon, nat2 children Garry -lngin 
Vancouver. Susan = tarred. lving in Tad 
wassen. B.C. Flo was, and stile very activin 
Sports. She played softoal and waa the star 
Ditcher on both the Gull Lake, and Bantiey 
teams, She skated, Dowled and goed 

"Nan was 9 wen we moved fo GullLakaand 
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finshed her elementary schooting there. She 
had Miss Ziorick a 8 teacher fr the last two 
Years there, We had moved to Bentley bythe 
time sho. was ready Yor High School Hor 
tenchere were Mrs, Pompheey and Mr Damron 
‘She took her grade 12 in Lacombe and then 
tlerded Camrose Normal Schoo! ang became 
4 teacher and pursued tt earoer for 20 yeas. 
She married Willam Ewin Nolan in 7980 an 
they have children, Palicia = married. ving at 
Eamonton. Key atending University of Al 
hera in Edmanton, Danny living in Red Deer 
She also was active in spors and fonaot music 
nd singing, She sang wih the Sweet Adelines 
fd tne Waska-Sues and stil provicing enter 
Talnment for others singing with the Waska- 
Bilis and playing banjo in abana. illand Nan 
moved to Ree Doerin 1942andstil reside ther. 





SHIAKEY, 0. 


‘The J. W. Shiekoy family came fom Colo- 
‘ago to Rainy Creek tn the Spring of 1902 and 
led on the present Clarence Wood farm. Wr 
Shirkey purchased more land later aod formed 
bout 2 sections. known a8 the Glen Eyre 
Flanch. He employed help end somo of the 
young neighbaure worked forhim. Ho sold out 
nd et the cstict about 101). The family later 
Tied in California, and word of Mr. Shirkeys 
death at age 62 was received rom therein 942, 








SHIRTCUIFFS 
‘The 1907 marriage of Jean Marshall and 
Ali Shirtlitt gst #IMetime and produced 
thidren, twenty-six grandenidren. and more 
than is share of contrasts Jean sn Alleles 
respectively bu uttered the premature deaths 
ot wo children at ages oneanathirty-one. Thee 
central Alberta ang shopkeeping inthe Unite 
States. The amily completes tis ek sk nes, 
‘caused by European turmoil of the early 1840's 











Inthe intervening years. But we must retreat fo 
the beginning ofthe century to find the begin 
ing of the sory 

This TOOT martiago was procaded by wo 
thor ree, the fietby the Shiels from Kiron, 
Kansas. to Bentley im 190% andthe second &y 








the Rimbey and Marshal clan trom Murray 
Mines te Kansas Page ater caled imey) in 
1902, The Sinelitfshomesteaded on tree sec 
lions on GuilLake, (he old Cummings il ioca 
Marshall entourage entered various pure, 
with Joan's tat, Joseph Marshal, browering 
art Adams afew yesrs before and ved afew 
mile ram the Shite homestend. The Adams 
Rome was 2 popular gathering place fr the 
young people of the estret, ang once ution 
Jean was isting Cora. Allie was an evening 
alla As with most large families (there were 
leven ving eildren in the Marshal amy) the 
fie were nired out az mothers helper at an 
iyage Jean, afin, and through nerve 
twith Cora, west to the Bentley amily to help 
wih farnly finances, Thismade coutshipalitie 
horseback) from Lacombe, until the Bentley 
8.6 mie ride, He would stop with mal forthe 
Bentleys, (hey were good tends of the elder 
Shirts). and so fora year this romance con 
tinued to bloom unt ther mariage Dec. 25, 
‘907 
“The elder Shirl let for parts unknown 
(in the U.S} and the newlyweds moved to the 
Lomoorranen, theromestead. Rose wis born in 
208 and lle Ruth followed 8 months ater 
‘bout this time th eer Shiels nag setieg 
in Hagerman, taaho, ang were runing «store. 
help them, but Mother Shire pressured Ale 
into coming into the business ith them, OF 
‘maybe Ale got yen fo eave the farms he was 
not farmer 














‘So Jean, wth her wo babies, wentby ta, 
botewe a brother or he father went wih her a8 
‘double pneumonia and even though Jean gave 
birtntoabouncing baby boy Joe) nee months 
‘gone. To read her ary curing tis period you 
fan feel her deep grieving for her baby di 


Jan lft or Hagerman, but in 1912 the renters 
moved away. Thebusinessin Hagerman hadnt 
Broved lucrative enough for thee families. £0 
bur lite family moved back Yo Lomoor. Jean 
Was delighted. and haped she would neverhave 
tomove again 





Tris time it was six yoars tore the rum 
biings came again. In T9¥4 Doris made her ap 
pearance, end Aled in 1817. Again Mothe 
Shirt wantes her boys together in business, 
and the feation wes Coupevio, Washington 
The older Shirclifs ana Henry and tamiy were 
siready sotled, and Alle having found @ good 
reoter for the homestead, picked nie growing 
family up ane moved to Coupevil, Ths lie 
town is located on Whiaby fslana, and te ci 

They had been living on Whidby island a 
Ite aver a year and war was aging n Europe 
The Unites States and Canaca wore gea7ing up 
to-entorand the Canadian Government called 
fain age group. So Alle and family had to go 
Dack fo their adopted lang. They could nat re 
{urn fo Lomoar ranch, $0 Ale found a farm in 
the area west of Rim, two miles rom Nugent 
Pest Otiee, and three miss from tho tole 





School. Ciose neighbors were Planks, Vigons. 
MeGrores, 





‘ove and one toacher handing grades one 
‘ough nine. Mr-Dan MeLood was a fine 
teacher — "Rose inished ninth grade under 
Fim. and nad gained enough cedts 10. ga 
Ahato fom High Schoo! into years when the 
famiy moves to Myre Creek Oregon, But 
fist, two more bundles of joy came to vom 
plate the family Glen in 1822 andthe baby 
Alig had een preparing to migrate tothe 
Unites States, and hi ime wastobe perman 
fet He did not stand the cold very well and 
Tike the business Ite better than the farming. 
Tre papers requredoyeimmgraon author 
‘monumental yea elapsed betore the require 
ments were complet. Mother Shiri had a0 
{quired business in Myrtle Greek, Oregon and 
‘aoady settiod, This trek was accomplished i 
Fora touring car, mith thehelpof tne elder Shit 
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Clie who also had. Ford twas quit a feat to 
‘move all belongings ot tamil this sie in two 
‘ave ut they had fendersin those days and that 
8 was good place forthe beurlls 

‘Shirtclif and Sons Garage was also a 
shop selling lishing tackla and hunting 9 
Ali was shop keeper and eaokkeeper and 
‘when things wore slow in tne garage, this et 
Henry free to nt, leh, or whatever, He was 
very easy-going, and this was a ite iksome 

Thrge years later Allie bought a store site 
that seamed ike good location at Winchester 
Bay, Orogon. Tha store nad burned and asthe 
(Coast Hignway was uncer constuction through 
there, nefeltitwasagood opporunty, sanecut 
histies wits Bretmer ane ine folks tobulshis 
‘wn business. Ths Shirli's Stowe (general 
Under the same namo Tor over twenty years, as 
‘ach ofthe boys ned their tum at running tater 
Ale retired im 1940. Ths retirement was not 
planned. In June, 1940, Ale ang Jean accor 
Daniod by Eveline 16. and Glen 1, went fo er 
ley fora three-month vst, They wore to return 
'n'Seotomber. but this was the period when 
Father tnan bother with he ea tape required 
‘was decided they could manage nicely staying 
In. Canada, and lot the boys un the store. They 
lea in rooms behing Lulu Thorp’ Orese Shop 
at first and then Alle bought Perey Thorg’s 
rouse up the ni 

Glen tused to go to schoo! sone went into 
Youth Training ang Irom there joined the Ai 
force. He lator went overeoas and rtuined to 
Bentioy in 1945. As soon ne he was cecharged 
he wont back to Oregon and sil ives there 

Eveline took her grade 11 nthe Bentley 
schoo andthe nex fa went to the Olds Schoo! 
at Agriculture and took the two year cours. In 
1S she stated work st Gales Machin Co 
ana worked there unt B45. and then to Leduc 
ta work for her cousin Peat and Ab Wright 
who owned a grocery store, 

During this time, Jean and Alla kept busy 
rs. Chowen soon nad Jean working at te Rss 
Cross House with he rest of the negnbornood 
ladies ang the quite and the ruge tay made 
were beaut 

‘lie gradually nad large garden but he 
also hac time to walk downtown every day to get 
tne mail and to visit aroun the stove at John 
Bliss store. We used focal tthe “Mot Stove 
League 
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Inthe fall of 1945 tne house was sotto Reg 
Snow and the Sinelits sport the winter atthe 
home of Charlie and Ruth Smit i Fumbey. 

Eveline married Wally Kuhned in Leduc in 
February, 1946 and her parents moved to Van 
‘ou siana, making thee home at Sidney fr 
many years and later moving to Langford, 9 
Ce fo the in tir ster yous. 

‘After a lingering ness, Alle passed away 
in the fal of 1900 a the age of 86 

“oan finaly got her wish and returned 10 
Abert in the early 1870 ana went into the 
Senor Ciizane Lodgein Lacombe. She pasted 

ay inthe bey Auallary Hospitalin Feb 
fy, 1974 ane was 84 at that time 

Eveline ste only ong. the arly ingin 
Canada and whenever anyone ake what parol 
Alberta she ls trom, the answer ts always the 
‘ame “Bentley. the Model Vilage atmo West 














SILER, RAY 
By Harry Hansen 

The Siler came trom low, rom the same 
locality as the Moores and Surat - Mouton 
Thay nad tive boys and two gil, Keith Lee 
ZalieWate,Futh,Jery and Roscoe. About 1972 
they rented what fs known asthe Shirky place 
inthe Rainy Creek district ana the chil at 
tended the Carn sehoal. Alor # couple of ye 
fs, they rented the O.B. Moore farm, NE 
17-40-08-4 and their family made quite ar ad- 
tion to the Gul Lake schoo! attendance. 

They were a ively tally, with plenty of 
class and good dressers. Fy smoked acorncob 
pipe ang took his boys to Bentley on Saturday 

















afternoons to play baseball. They made up 
Gna Ray and oneat th boys. cove, wth 
Southern Albert, to put in forty days of thesh- 


ing 





The Silers mage anther move about 1915 
te place Ne T7-40-26-4 stil inthe 
Gul Lake district, and stayed there unt about 
Tate at which time they moved to Portland, 
CGregon. Lee, Jerty and Zel have bean back to 
batched with Harry Hanson white working inne 
GIN alvoadahapsin 98 Leeopened a sertal 
Taboratory in Tacoma Wash, and Za dove city 
buses n Portland for many years. Wade was @ 
‘assee aay many years go 








SIMON, OTTO AND FAMILY 
‘By Margaret Unt 

Cotto Simon was born in 1898 in Port Wa 
shington, Wisconsin, and immigrate with is 
famiy in the early 1900's to Hearts Hil, Sask 
Charlotta Cie} Breese came to Canada with her 
{amily in 1908, She was bornin Lancashire, Eng 
land Yn 1890 and her family homestoades in 
{Gyen, Alberta She became a"box-car teacher 
in Seshatehewan and while there met OW 
Simon and they were marie in Mackin, Sask 
in 1944, They took up residence In Saskatoon 
there Otto was employed in a garage as a me 
Chane. Thnoe eilren, Peggy, Alma, Bob wore 

‘Ones mare the Simon fan fet he pull 
tne west and the whole tamil. including grand 
parents and uncles, mace thei way, with ears 
tregone and cate t0 he "better its in Alberta 
In 1821 they arrived in Leeda, Th winter was 
bad the cal died, the chlaren had scare 
fever and the grandparents lat to go Back 10 
Saskatchowan,s0 the Simon family were lft to 
{endfor thomselves,Clstaughtechoatin Aurora 
In't922. otto worked at the mile and an 
Steam engines forthe big harvests in soutnern 
‘alberta ond the states, During this tough yea, 
Dorathy was born in our lg eabin in Medicine 

“Ror Raymond needed a hired man so Oto 
Smal shack on he Elleworth farm and Became 
fultfledgea members of te Slingman Vatiy. 
‘The moves Dagan, once ageln tothe Goorge 


























much effort put forth to make fora batter com 
‘munity, beter education andabetter way fife. 
in these yaara Ruth was born in Lacombe and 
dim in Bentley. George Holbrook died in our 
homo ana Wm. Hankins came tole with usand 
be earod for Many Wwanslent ang local young 

‘Thewhole family became ative inthe ar. 
strumental io premating and bulging te hal at 
Forehes, whieh became a community centre 
with Sunday Schoo, badminton games, show 
rs, wedding dances and all got-to-gthors held 
‘ere: In fact, the play “Lighthouse Nan” pre 
‘mired theo, th Mur! Craig co-starring with 

nen the focal young people could not at- 
torte go thigh Sehoo!, ones again Otomade 
‘np to Edmonton anhigh Sehool was oraught 
tothem, The Holorook pace at Forshesbecame 
‘he school and teacher's residence, wih home 
made desks and tienen chairs Horseback ang 
‘leighs were the mode of tansportaion This 
School operated from 1932 





‘she was adjudicator for orstorcal contests and 
‘music festivals. She had open hovse for many 
parties, was an accomplished seamstress and 


twas nevor 100 busy fo lend a helping hand 
1805 and became residents ofthe Outiet cri 
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Wim, Hankins ied thre in 1997 andin 194% Otto 
Joined the Canagian Army and served overseas 
Unt *948, He took his amy clecharge in Cal 
{ary and left 10 take up residence In Windsor 
Grtario, wnere he lived until his retirement in 
971. He came to Edmonton and died in my 
home in Soptember ofthat year Hels burlag in 
Beechmount Cemetery's Field of Honour. 

(is vomained oa the farm unti Bob's mar 
‘iago in 1944, when she look up residence in 
Fimboy. She cantiued in her active teaching 
{elttime teacher wo country schoo’ in that 
area 1852 she joined Otto in Windsor unt 
Inalberta Hor last year was spentin Falrview 
Nutsing Home, where sho cid in 1968 and is 

‘ma was educated in Chapel, Centreview 
and Forshao sencols where she completed her 
‘rade 11 She worked in Camrose andLacoribe 
8nd in 1840 marred Gordon Som of Kingman, 
‘bora. Ho was a buttermaker in Leduc crea 
‘stich they were pasted to Borden. When Gor 
io Bantley. She worked asa telephone operator 
for rs. Finch until the war was over and then 
thay moved tothe west cans. The fami then 
became “Americane and before retirement 
any in Monvoe, Washington, where they stil 
Feside. Thir daughter, Kathloon, her husband 
Phi Lone, and suzce lve in Hastings, Ne 
braska, Kathy's son, Cri, isin Seat and Rob 
isinthe US. Navy 
Forshee schools He was delegated to be the 
‘amily man when Dad wentovereeas He armed 
with Kom unt nismarrage ta Bertha Strang of 
Etamonan In 148 Wining, ne was the 
fon, Flek, was bora while they resided in Ben 
tley Bertha nursee at both Rimoey and Bentiy 
hotpitle, The oll patch called and the FO 
‘Simon family moved to Galmar and Devan Joan 
was born in Edmonton. Ther final move was to 
Drayton Valley. where they now reside. Rick 
married Marian Kymta of Drayton Valley and 
they have thee sons. Jean marrig Trav Cho- 
hoy of Forth Worth, Texas and they have one 
‘aught All the fanny lve in Drayton Valey 
































has eight grandeniiren, 





in Lacombe andecueated at Centreview, Out 








pusbane, John aro 
beta Janet ang her hu 





Dale Bowier, Pam 
rmonton. Doug and hs wif, Jan (Fox) resi in 
algary and ace the arandparens of vo. 
‘im was born im Bentley and took his 
sendoting at Outlet ane Rimbey sarool, When 
Mom wont ta Windsor, he mavedteLioydmins 








lor and ved with us. He took nis electrician 
apprentices n Lloyminster and Saskatoon 
He was active the United Church community 
Lunt his mariage to. Mired Huchnichen of 
Loyaminster in 1985, He became a roving lee 
Paul Bonnyville and Fort Kent unt being tras 
ferred to Grimshaw in 1967, where they both 
Wanda (Mie Temy Jordon}, Riek ang Grande of 
‘The fet and the last me - Peggy -took my 
schooling at Aurora, Chapel, Centreview, Bon 
fang worked in Detot Michigan Carnose, 
taskivin and Calgary. I marred Mike Sheedy ot 
{Caigay in 1983 came home ta imbay to Wve 
wth my mom, worked in the ereamory there 
Unt 1947" Mike ied in Holland in 1948 and | 
‘martea Wit Un in 1987. lft to make aut 
Unt 1967. We haat eidren Lynn wh ced 
In 1951, Jim, Collen, David and Cheryl, Wit 
was employed in the ol patch, and as abutter 
‘makor inne crenmery or seventeen year, attr 
which we moved to Eamonton and Wil dd in 
Edmonton in 1975. Jim matied Sanoi Leas of 
Edmonton and they now vein Alhabasca Cot 
jm and her husband, Lloyd MeKeith, lve at 
ycrot. Davigane Cherylarestilnomevithme 
and | have two granddaughters, 

1 have all Kept active in commurity and 
tho other af us have belonged fo the Gir Guide 
Association, Home and” School Associaton, 
Knights of Columbus UW. CW.L- Royal 
Canadian Legion C.G.LT Moose Lodge, Ma 
fonie Laage, Elke and the Royal Purple. We 
Teague boards and in many areas of “ending 
helping hance”. Thus we hope tna hese eforts 


MEMORIES 

rowing up i he Bindman Vale nos 
‘fa community init's early yeare has beenareal 
rotation nail ur ives. The eary beginnings, 
the col. cold rural schools, where everything 
lroze-aven the students Pessobe lor gas hoa 
srectrity, telephone, schoo! buses and ball 

From crystal sets to Tv. 
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buggy and mud roads to neat cars and pave 
rant ftom walking on ait roads to walking on 
the moon, wa have come ong way «rom 

“Tne dances, the weddings, he showers, the 
caring, the birthing and he yingana ourying, 
Si gone by loving hast ue wth gr 
ret 

“The memories of our Women's Insitute. the 
Girls Club whose mombers were able tohave a 
sun-fun vacation at Sylvan Lake, under the lead 
Agnes Cummings, tur! Craig, Ber Gunnell. 
Nollie Craig ana many more 

“The piencs, ball games, Rimbey Fai in 
Benneltbuggie), watching theindans buleing 
‘heir steam baths on the Blindman River 

Tha many great Yarles who grew from 
these nardyploneers, make us thankful to have 
Deon part and parcel of those cays that made 
‘Alberta so grat, 

My thanks to the people who hve been 
instrumental in making this book came tie 1 
should became alvinglegendot megrourhoa 











SKEELS, FRANK ED & MARYVIOLA 
‘AND FAMILY 
iy Harols Skeels 





Frank Ea Skasle was born in inos, USA 
in 1855. In 1864hsather Nelson Skesl moved 
The family settled in Helena, Montana, for about 
fan years, before moving to Uniontown, Wash 
‘onere tay ved an fered unt 1310, 

I 1063 Frank £3 Skeele wae married to 
sary vot Vaighan. They hd ten cin, a 
infancy. The family farmed there until 1810 and 
Great deal of averting about the res lang in 
Abert for oneseading othe open fz 
mariod so they stayed in the USA Therest of 
‘he family of Father nd Motner, Gene, Bessie, 
Losier and Haola propareaitocome'o Aber, 
However about this time my father was kicked 




















by 2 horse and his right lag was broken in two 
places, above and below the knee. The doctor 
‘ras called but wa unable to est the breaks 
properly. After that hisright leg was shorter an 
Fie knee sti cothathe'wasnever abet bend 

Our move was made shorty after this accent. 
0 he wae moved on 9 day Be. 

My brother Gene was the only boy old 
old goods, ten narses, one cow, anda small 
fatter it was born. Gene rode the box car with the 
Stock, and miked the cow, feeding the colt ev 
tral times a cay. The colt 00 leaned that hie 
fad eame tram the cow and bscsme very fond 
Df hee, following her everywhere she went 

During the night the gate was opened and 
mmoming Gone iollowed thew tall and found 
them on the bank of the Rad Deer River. Tey 
Fiver where i empties Ita the Red Doar. 











own payment on. the SW, 10-42-24 
‘ety one morning they loaded the wagon ang 
‘e'had Sought trom Joe Marshall. Thet night 
Wwe got as far as Dad Raymond's, where we 
to the Joiner place, where Fred Simpson now 
tives, because the uldings were much warmer 
‘hore was a good log house ana earns bull by 
Honry Joiner who ha operated a sawn hore 
1 fow years carr My ster Bossi, Lester, ad 
Tattondes Symonds Schoo 

Times were hard and money was hard to 
come by Gane any mother both worked out 
rages were very smal Mother workedat hotel 
interest on the morgage, 

We lives on his farm for twee years, ik: 
Inga tew cows and making butter te trade athe 
‘tore. By thistime Gene was farming onion 
fand Bossi had marrod and moved away 
and ana miles weat of Forshee: one quarter or 
‘and me, from the C. PIR. We paid $20.00 per acre: 
for raw land snd had to fence and oreak t We 
‘moved to this land in 1922 and also farmed the 
Tan were we had ved betore Iwas whitey 
the plow. This started a cancer going and he 
‘tor and me until 1923, when she moved back to 
{he ol arm Sheved hare unl 1995 whenshe 
lied at Rimbey unt the Senior Citizens Lodge 
in Ponoka opened, where she stayed fora Tew 
‘Auxiliary Hospital in Rimbey. She passed away 
in 1966 tthe age of 101 years 

The eidast son of Frank Ed Skee family 
Foy was bom in 18, He married Viena Gary 
im Lowton, Idaho, in 1908, Thay lived there 
nd had five children Evelyn bar In 1840, mar 











ried Floyd Finney. and they nave three children 
Deli bom in 916 hae # Doctors Degree Lite 
sure, and has two sone: Vernon isa Medel 
Seat: Ralph (Louies & igh Soho teacher, 
Is mariea and nas three enidran; George Is 

Gene lied. tne former Frank Blume farm 
inthe Symonds dstnct and ralsed livestock. On 
{nd they spent that wintr in Medora, Oregon, 
wath ner parents, Mand Mrs, Abner Raymond, 
(On Dec 7, 1939, thor daughter Milred was 
born. nthe spring of 1920 Gene retumed and 
stayed with his parents and farmed he ke Ray 
mond homestead. Florence camo Back in July 
And that fall hey moved tothe Wlidman farm 
south of Forshee, They farmed there unt 1923, 
and then moved to the Emil Spring plac inthe 
‘Symonds district. In 1624 they moved to the 
(Chapet citric on tne Bil Cummings farm. This 
farm was ater soa to Ronald Wetze 

in 1825 Gene bought the Charas Raymons 
thay lved. This and ein the Outlet ast, On 
this farm they raised Angus cat, hogs. and 
milked cows. They had tine Percheron horeet 
{0 work the lana end standard bred for sadele 
tnd ving, 

(Gene passed away in 1952 at the age of 65 

land was buried in the Bentisy eametery. Flr 

Mlidred was born in 1818 and marrea Alin 
Cristonson in 1899. Ther children are Mera, 
Karon, Dale, and Lane 

(Caren was Dorn 1922 and married Ken 
GGhesogerin 1699, Theirchildren awed Ken 

Walter was bom in 1996 and marred Lila 
Cac in 1987" Their chiaran are Carol, Brian 
Gary, ane Murray 

Raymond was bom in 1824 and married 
Rose Setar in 1960. Thr eile ave Gor 
on, Gen. Linda, and Margar 

"Edna was bom in 1929 and martied James 
Speakman in 1961. Their chien are, Debby 

‘lone was born in 1832 and married Del 
Muir in 1951, Their cilen are Catherine Ro 

ay Skeets, ho third eon of Frank Ex an 
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Mary Viola, was born in 1890. n1910he marries 
Dass Watson and stayed in Washington Stato, 
They had one eon, il Ray married again In 
1952 ang had another son, Raymond. Ray 

‘Bessie was born in 1894 and married Asse} 
Diggs in 1974. They ha tives ehiaren, Ew 
Angels: Viol born in 1999s maried snd has 
two children. She ves in leno, Nevada Auth 
Dorm in 1927, smarcog, has one daughtor. and 
Ties in Rone, Nevada, 

Lester, the fourth son of Frank Eo, wes born 
Herold untit 1929, In 1951 he married Alda 
Brown of ne Centeoviow district and thy ved 
half section until 1957, and then bought land 
nine rrles north east ‘of Rimbey, Alta Thoy 
farmed there and mixed cows seliing the ik 
ta the Dairy Poot They alao raised purebred 
Belgian norses and purebred Arabians, or show 
And sale. They had two sons ana twa daughters 
{ouise, born in 1893, marred Tam Sanderson 

















and they have two sons, Richard and James: 
Gala born in 1985, marleg May Gardner ane 
they nave three boys, Douglas, Rontle, and Mi 
‘cael; Delmar, born 1837, marries Joyce Ho 
isko, and they have three sons, Stanoy, 
festey, and Danny. Thelma, born in 1940, mar 














‘ga sill ves on the home place 








Bourner of Celgary, They have one adopted 
cf Lockhart. Thay have one son ang one daugh 
{er and farm part of the home place 

Vernon, barn n 1987, marred Sharon De. 
ald of Ponoka. They have one san and one 
‘baughter and ie on the home farm 

Margie, born in 1899, marred Gustin Dele 
ny. They have two sons and to daughters and 
Swoten of Ponoke. They have two daughters 
8nd one son and Ive in Spruce Grove. Leonard 
works for the Government in construction nd 
Dianne teaches schoo! 

Betty. born in 1943, maried John Chap- 
man. They havethree daughters. Joka works for 
{lumber company in Nanaimo, B.C 

“Tuey was Dom In 1046 "She marries Roy 
Fenwick. They have one caughter ang one son 
And live in Edmonton where they both work 

Gordon, bornin 1848, married Sandra Mu. 

eof Edmonton. They haveone daughter and 

‘Susan, born 1951, marred Jean Paul Gias 
ing business 








SKJONSSERG, GUSTAV 


Gustav Skionsberg came to Bentiayin 1900, 
with hs parents Me worked for neighbours and 
‘iteront places in te southern part of Alberta 
aiterant [obs on farms and carpentering. He 
foved music nd when asked, would bring the 
viola and play at hall and nouse parts. 

He married Jennie Skjansberg in 1927 ang 
‘moved tothe Pty frm. With lp ot family ook 
Dut logeforlumberforanewhame FritzEbeing 
Set up a sawmill and procooded to saw the 
lumber for our hom, also for other people as 
in 1698, 

They were busy trying to improve the farm 
by clearing ard breaking newlane. Fencing was 
lvaye steady Job. Farming was done wih 
horets unt iter when they purchased tractor 

They stayed at the farm until 1961, when 
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‘hey sols the farmto John Roe, Theyhadahome 
builtin Bortey 

Gustav passed away in October 1973. Jon 
rie lvoe tthe same residence In Bentey 

hore wore five chlérn, Evel, Leonard 
and Ailes. Two deceased 

Evelyn marced Ervin Pacerson andi ving 
‘onan acreage west of Bony. 

Llsonard marred Gale Stevenson and is 
row living on farm west of Giby 

‘Alfted marred Flocnie Ingram and is ving 
ona farm northwest of Bentley 


SSKJONSBERG, HANS, FAMILY 
‘The Hans Skionsberg far arrive inthe 
Bentley district trom Eden, South Dakota, Now 
5, 1900, They homesteaded the NE 1240-2 
‘Tho family consisted of the following thi 
hil Martin, born 1892: Pauline in 
1805; Gustave in 1897: Oncarin 1899; thay led 
ina log shack wih a sod root. Huda in 1002 
‘Agree in 1904; Alma 1905: Gundain 1009, she 
lias fortunate tobe borninthenewhouse tate 
$hilstending onthe farm Ester 7917, Harold 
In. 1913, Martha ang Mary in #939 and Ole, the 
‘Things wore rel tough in those days. They 
lived mostly on fh and prairie elexene. 
Manin marrieg Jenny Haarstad in 1914 
‘They had three chien Martin passed away in 
1924. Pauline married Oscar Lubeck In 1817 
“They had elven children. They moved to Peace 
River wnere Pauline sil ives, Gustave married 
Jenny in 1928, They had four eiiden, Gusteve 
ied in 3975, Hulda married Andrew Anderson 
in 1919. They had one child. Ancrew ded in 
1973, Hula stil ves nthe esti. Agnes mar 
Flee Algot Solberg in 1020. Thay hag three 
Chilaren and moved to Peace River where they 
SUI ive. Alma married Frank Wine n 1924, They 
Fad 3 chloro, an til iv he area, Gunde 
‘martes Overt Anderson in "929, They had our 
{hiaren ana sil ve in Boley. Ether married 
Einar Borgesen lo 1993, They had threo hile 
fen. Esther passed away in 1963 and Einar 
‘hed in 1962, Harold marved Marjorie Edwards 
i194), They had two children, Herold dod in 
1981 
Martha mareeg Cari Jun 1998, They had 
sixchldren They asolivein Bentoy. ry mar 
fed Gion Elsworth in 987. They vein Bentley 














jus sunshine and 


to 0,08 





SLAUGHTER PHILO & MARGARET & FAMILY 
Prilo ang Margaret (Aunt Maggs) Saugh- 
tor came ram Das Moines Iowa, 180, a 
Ing t Lacombe on 8 sts tain She stayed 
Bird @ yeas could go to choo 
mesteas the NW. fos-4-1-85, wher. they 
thd ang farmed the ret af tein ie. They 
‘They mikes cows and soi bute 258 and 
De pound: raed chickens and tod og 
{se ang 208 a doze, ater sain cream at 108 
‘uit Pil was on the sehoo! Board for 
Their house was stoping pace tor people 
acing to and from Lacombe, nen te ‘alnay 
{90 by, asthe railway cut across their farm. The 
Snathe house. However Aunt Maggie cooked a 
big ehickencinner andivitesthe surveyors in 
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Aarne ay wore go0denoigh 0 change 

Aunt Maggie passed away in 1825, 

Philo Slaughter was kiled when a runaway 
team with a heavily loadee wagon ran over hin 
inthe fall of 1826 

Ray went on to University and became a 
project. He marred Maude Snow in 1922 and 
fone daughter June. who fe now Ma. Lauren 
Wiese. She hss thes chlsren ryan wn mar 
worth and lives east of Lacombe, and has two 
daugnters: Brad who i til at Rome and fame 

Birdie marries Wallace Store, the station 
agent in Edmonton, Both are now deceased, 
They had three daughters; Margaret, naw Kis 
Frank MeCormack of Edmonton. wha hava si 
tnidren; Phy, now Mrs. Wen Smith of Cal 
fry, who have four chiléren’ and Garalaine 
wn is now deceased 

‘Alter Ray's ath, Maude undertook ta job 
cof imorovig the Beniley Cemetery, doing fot 
bf the work here with the help of shred, 
Frank Neumever She hag BoD Woolger bulls 
the stone gate poste and the cairn 
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SSMELSER, HENRY FAMILY 
By Mabel Atsnger 

Henry Smelsar was born of German ar 
lente and was ofthe Mennonite rligion in So 
kerk Ontario, ntheyearof 1867 Hewastone of 
family fourteen ehileren intnose aye good 
tctcation was usual given tothe boy But 
{his family only twosans wereprivleged One to 
He also had fine talent for drawing and 

Henry came west wan a young man and 
began warkinFemie.8.C Hemage several ips 
fo Lethorioge, and there fe where Be mot Mie 
luture rise, Mary Campbell She was born of 
Scotch parents, ans of Seventh-Day Adventist 
‘ath. Mary's mother was widowed, and had 
‘ome from Ontaiowth her sixehitren, andra 
fr boerding house in the town of Lathordge, 








Alter much planning, and sightseeing. he 
and hi brother-in-law, Jack Campbsl, decided 
to go nomesteeding at Youngstown, aibora,in 
the yaar of 1917. Iwas a hard pull forthe two 
inexperienoes men wih ther fist attempts st 
farming: long, cold winters, many bizzare 
‘ightoen mile 0 fown an porraads. only rail 
in some paces, aby Vernon of sx woeke clos 
tt pneumonia. How t deeply pines tneparonts 
to make hi ite cof. andthe grave wa oug 
danuary 

‘cyclone ttally destroyed the newly bul 





barn, Dried out crops every year was great 
In 1814 whon World War ! broke out, Jack 
lett for overseas, leaving Henry to carty on 
flone, Henry flt hima ising nthe game. In 
4990 he loaded up his turiure. and by wagon 
fand buggy and herding the cattle, 1 00K two 
faye to move to Brooks 
Work there seemed too heavy for his light 
feasier way to make alving for his arly. By this 
time twassimosttothe endothe yea, And ths 
‘move was made to Lacombe, inthe Gull Lake 
strict. Henry nad shipped by freight car al he 
‘along inthe freight arto car ortho lvastock, 
fanato get things stag batora the family came 
Ten days later. ina cold 40 degrees below 
zero on Devernber 19, Henty ove his leat of 
horses, with wagon box on sleigh twenty three 
When spring arivea it rained almost every 
fay, Seeutitul wild lowers Bigomed along th 


Toadsices. The lush greenery, many teos anc 
Brush wore entrancing. Nover had they seen 
tnyhing like ts on fhe pratres. Even though 


they fltthey were in "Mik ang Honey” and 





was a hard struggle, and many sacrifices we 
‘doctor bringing some children nto the worl 
Fur of them were the Ebelinge, Seing born at 
the naver-io-be-forgtton kind and dedleatec 
teachers ofthe Gull Lake echo 

‘One ofthe most memoreble pleasures were 
the Christmas cancers. The biggest Boys snd 
ome of ie men built the stage Then tha enor 
mous spruce tee was brought in almost rasch- 
ing the celing, with is aroma scenting the 
tahoe room, Everyone was helping topuron the 
‘ecorations of garlands, nselandcandles The 
‘is had Mong bells and streamers onthe win 
Merry Christmas” and of Sania with hs ri 
Ns brown bag 

Many Nouts of practising plays, dels re 
freat night came. Alter the program. Santa 
would aerve so bolstrously hat teem eh 
ten and babies were trgntened. He had his 
Sleigh ball ringing, and after going through 
‘any antics would begin giving outthe gts. In 
mothers by surprise to came up onthe stage 
thay lst ate woul Keep on calling unt ty 
wore onthe platform. They were shy too, and 
merriment ofthe audience, andmuch more sat 
Santa Cus. He all for tha gis Yo come for 
their present, but fist hed taka them By tee 
hands ad dance around nite citeles, and ask 
thom who ther boyfriend was. Everyone was 
laughing, and no one ever forgot that ively, oly 
Santa Claus 

‘nother enjoyable recreation forthe older 
chilren were the "Singing Parties" held st the 
School” Songs, games and contests wore 
Dlayod, and everyone had somuch fun Mrs. Gil 

In 1995 Henry Smelser pasted away atthe 
age of 59 years. After a few years the alder bays 
ft for work in British Columbia n 1942 Wen. 
Sel Cedric, Rodney and Graham volunteered 























rs, Soleo ier moved to Sidney, 8.6 
‘and died in 1956. 
‘Mune, Vere Eledaht, ang iish Smolser ll of 
Sidney, 8, Cede nd Rodney of Victona, 
.C. Graham and Vergene af Vancouver, BC 
‘Those deceased re Elaine, Mony Je 








SNOW, LEONARD G 
By Maude Ingram 


Leonard Gordon Snow was born in Port La 
‘Tour, Nowa Scot, in 1876, and was married fo 
Florence Mae Snow on Feb. 16, 1801, She was 
born in Vilagedale, N'S. on Sept 1, 1874 

He worked as carpenter in Swampscot, 
were tei san, Reg was on then going back 
1 llagedale where, Maude, was bor n 1903. 

in 1008 ha came Weston s harvest excut~ 
sion ang spent the winter in Regina, whee Ne 
‘worked on the parlamment buliings. He con 
tinued wastto Femie, 8.6. in 1908 justin tne to 
lose everything inthe big Fernie fice. Heworkea 
fae a carpenter In Ferme and Granorook, tno 
decided to homastoad, coming to Alberta In 
1912 He took up the NE 20-42-45, but 
ight prove up on it We moved to Lavesta 
wunere he farmed uni 181, than ame ta the 
Bentley istrict to the Bert Willams. farm 

















Lenard ed Fence Show 191 


then bought the §.27-81-7.W6 where they 
farmee til 195%, when they retires to Bentley 
Mr Show passed away in Rimbey in 1960 and 
Mr, Snow passed away in Calgary In 1963 

Reg married Delores Saint in 1823 nc they 
farmed for awmile, Before moving to Graton 
LC. where they now Ivo. They Rad two sone 
‘vin n Groton and og of Bertie, 

Maus married Ray Slaughter in 1922 and 
‘we termed unti ne passed away in 187, Wehad 
‘one daughter, June, who ie now Mis. Laurin 
‘eae of Baty. [then marrea Jin Ingram in 
1851, and we farmed unt 7068, We nad one 
aughter. Flere, now Mire Ares Sxjonabeeg of 
Bentley. and one son, Loonard of Ribey 


SOLBERG, ERIC STORY 
Svomittedby Mrs. M-E-Sunel th sole survivor 
ofthe Eric Solberg family 


Erie Simonson Solberg was bor at 


Norway. on June 16, 1857 He married Matron 
Matson on June 6 1879 at omedal, Norway. A 
few years after thelr mariage they decidod to 
tome to America, s0 Enc lft and settled in 
‘on an Indien Reservation, which had been 


for his wife and family. The family at this time 
One af her favorite stories told, ! am sure, with 
sadness too, was about the mattress she had 
made of straw for use on the Boal Wip ove 
‘which she felt would be very usetul tothe family 
‘everboard $0 while attempting to do just that @ 
‘member oe ship's erew, who saw hor stu 
ging wah hs unwise thot help 
‘mighty push the mattress wont ove he ral nd 
into the sea! Mathoa sso had brought 8 large 
trunk which she had filed wth linens angsiver 
‘te Upon landing in ew York, she was attra 
ing ta move . Two gontomen saw Mer stu 
{ssitance. While altendin tthe chien, the 
twa mon disappesred slong wih he trunk and 





sia to bring to Exe 
hey ented many hardships in this new 

‘would have to aig themselves out of snow anita 
tndbarn, Sometimes they wouldnavetostrnga 
Sree nat to get lost inthe Dizards that raged 
{cross the prairie. Many poopie would got lost 
any to be found dad at. During the summer 
‘whenever a funnel shaped cloud appeared on 
the norzon, Mrs. Solber9 would gather up the 
days just 0 go and get the necessary staples for 

The sol was soos and Ec ke etd 
‘and grew gaod crops of wheal ana ax Mat 
Sometimes even for young Indian women. While 
te Incas wore sh ater sage sho bn 
tare thle "White Mather 




















rouse in South Dakota, making ne ehilon. 
Yar. Marie the eidest daughter maried Poter 
Ghratiansen ana they mavedta Bentley in 1908 
tobe followed by Jon about wo year later He 
‘marred Sophia Vig, This was the fst weding 
hhomesteaded the NE 9-40-2-0S. He bull og 
house on ths and ane sent for his family. The 
famiy started out trom South Dakota by wagor 

in 1907. They slept under the wagon that fst 
Might out and arrived in Minot, North Dakata te 
folowing day where they boarded the rain for 
Lacombe, the nearest railway point Bentley 

‘The first marning ator their arrival, 

youngest son Gilert has gone outside to view 
fo doubt with wonder, the bi trees that grew 
with such abundance inthis new and. He sped 
3 squire! and started to fllow as made is 
had no way of tinging nia way Back to the 
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Mr. & Mr Be Ser nd family = Mr. Mare Chis 





house. He walked all day without any sign of 
human ablation, until by evening he came 
Upon a house, Timilyheapproached thehouse 
Bnd while not wishing to amt that ne was lost 
hi eaved tne man thre fora drink of water. The 
man realized tmaugh, that the child was lost 20 
hetookrim into tmahouse, fad hmang kept nim 
there forthe night. The next day Gilbert was 
‘united with hs famiy. Tragedy suck he So 
berg family year ater whon ther son was ac 
eidentally shot while. out hunting, He died 
tained 





Me. & Mrs, Solberg were active in the com: 
the congregation of te Vig Lutheran Church 
IMs. Solberg was ane of he founding members 
ofthe Church Ladies Aid. Their doorwaaalwaye 
‘pen to whomever should pass her wayand no 
tne ever went away without partaking of the 
hospitality ty extended. Their nome was the 
focal point ofmany community pienesandaan 
tes. Mrs Solberg, having boon & daiy-mald 
fring her youth in Norway wae espectaly 
dept at making many varetes of cheeses. She 
trnsvery fond of ercowe and almost tothe sme 
bother death she was never without a cow or two 
to mik and care for, No doubt this wae due 
rainy 1 the taining she had had as a dairy 
pasture in the mountainous areas of Norway 
ins wollas herding the cows washer duties 
toearetorthe ikty makingbutlerand cheese 
She was also a master st making many kings of 














476 


starmctn mans and er gree rte 
rremoers of he myn ence The me 











to weave baskets out of young wilow shoots 
There werelargebasketsand small baskets. The 
big ones were often uredas basket forthenew 
baby to ston in hile the smaller ones usualy 
became useful ac mending baskets He made a¢ 
well rats for the new baby from thesa ssme 
tillow shoots, nd while don'tknaw f here are 
thatitany of hem dost they are surely rges 

Mr, and Mrs. Solberg farmed uni the mid 
house owned by Fred Erickson, het Sorin 














of Sylvan Late. This house was constructed by 
heir son Ole, spocticaly forthe use of his par 
tents. This house was to bs thelr home forthe 
maining years, Iwas located on wat now 
Dartof The Breakerseubaivision.Aeinthe years 
bnithe arm, ti place also proved to be ator 
Ie gathering place for many family gatherings 
fang community plenes Echad a rowboat an 
3 would go out almost daly fo catch fish or 
two Yor the tabie He was always very proud of 
his garden, especialy the fat at Mehasaplum 
tree he naa grown fom seed, ancwhieh i time 
“They celebrated thei Diamond Wedding 
rancher passed away in November 
aro laid to rest in the cemetery of Grace Luthe 
fan Churen, 
infancy in South Dakota, and Edwin died athe 
result ota hunting accidental he age ofsiteen 
“Marie married J.P. Christiansen. Marie and. 
bon sixteen enildren John passed away in De- 
‘Severin marred Bertha Benson, Thay hada 
famiy of nine, Severin passed on in February 




















nie macried E.G. (Fed) Eriekeon, They 
pag four ehleren. Fred died In 1997 In 1948 
Minsie married JE (usck) Sunell of Sylvan 
Lake. Jack die in 1972 ane Minn stil ive in 

Gilbert married Olga Johanson. There were 





SOLRERG, JOHN & SOPHIE 
By Selma Bergeson 

John Solberg was born in Stange, Norway, 

fon June 5, 1885. Ho camo to Sissaton, South 

Dakota with his parents when fo years old On 

Api 7, 3903, ne arrived atthe Bentley dst, 








‘ashe had tne responsibilty ota caload ol cattle 
‘when he received a cow from Me. Histad. This 
ow toon hana and ts waatne beginning 

When John cams here his sister, Marie, was 
‘ready sited ona firm with her husband, Pte 
Ghristanson. So Jofin made tis his home for 
‘nhl, He worked on th rairoad at Ale There 
time he came nome. Boing young and sturdy he 
fit ths quite often. and usualy stopped st tne 
theese factory just wes! af Bantley to bring Mis 

Word soon spread aroun that here was 2 
young man inthe cstret so some of te young 
{irs went to ae8 him, This where Sophie Vig 
‘bride, Sophie was born on Chrisimas Day, 
1884, at Kathryn, North Dakota, ana'came with 
her parents 19 Bentiy in 1900. 

Jahn and Sophie were married at hor 
parents nome, the Gasper Vig. on Febeusty 16 
400%. They made their home with Sopnie's 
their homestead, about half a mile north, the 
SIE 22-0-2-W5. On Noveroor 4, that all thei 
hhame was ready 20 Jonn and Sophie walked 
there, carrying some Belongings, seo © baby, 
fn lasing their cow. They now had thee own 
hame an they were happy. even without 
tablo, but of their trunk: boxes being used as 
hairs. Next moming Joh bua table, whieh 

il at the home they had in Bentioy. aftr 
fetiing trom farming 

Caspar Vighdasawmil, so this is how the 
lumber wae available for their bulling. The 
winter was spontbuiding abarnandsomecther 
handy working with his hands. He did a lat of 
Binckomithing forthe neighbors, eharging 25¢ 
shoe 10 shoo horses. He also sharpened 
blow shares: He was very handy. at building 
hhanay with hee hands. She got busy making 
‘She could sew any dress of shir. not from @ 
patter, but by looking at the pletures in the 
Eatalogue. The finished garments looked jus 





lke he pieture. She also round knit sweaters, 
fxtra work for income, Sophie. had ll the 

Sophie was afraid ofthe bull, 30 one day 
John came home early, put on Sophie's dress 
Sand sp and tle her he would prove the full 
tos not mad. He went out, but fook the post 
Sophie carried with her. Sure enough, a= 290n 
ss the bl saw the ress he came charging ater 
jah. Luckily Be had he ost fo deen hansel 
aoe ater tht 





Farming was not sasy,especially witnoxen 
‘You could have them storkng| qo03 for you 
‘hah i the hee! ies came and bathared them 
watzn out They would just pick upandrintora 
hac ore wet spatand would take ther own time 
before moving again-dohn started arming with 
shoe renand on horse Astines mprovedie 
tractor. Ths afeady soomed tke @ luxury. n 
November of 1818 the prone was installed This 
tras rice way to vt withthe neighbors and 
Sel the news. That year gran pnoes were good 
‘lh hauled six loads of barley ta Eckla by 
‘cam: also two wagon loads of potatoes to 
{Lacombe That alle bought a new Forea for 
lehich Pe pais $550.00 cash, Now thay travelleg 
he threshed his own aswel many neighbor's 
troperhiingacrew ofmen withieamsand racks 








824 John bought the quarter trom Mr 
‘original home, using eight horses. With this 
faiton the ome now had kitchen, dining 
oom, large ving toom, and six besrooms 
Now, nere was so much room! This proved very 
convenient as there were sixteen chil born 





“Tore were any dances he almost avery 
‘other Saturday night at John and’ Sophie's 
house. We can remember rolling up the 
imoleum early Saturday atternoos, getting the 
wood flogr waxed ana ready for dancing Local 
‘musicians wore therefor he music Oscar Vig, 
Gust Skjonsberg, lonn Solberg on the violin 
and Jennie Skionsoerg on the organ 
Sometimes the banjo or guitar would be played 




















‘dancing would last till early in the morning. The 
nextday would be spent ecrubbing th loa and 
Taying the linoleum down again As soon asthe 
{frame and soon she would be busy with another 
cary days, especially when someatthe chien 
InLacombe, it made long tip by hoses. They 
lost their secon baby, Carl when he wes 11 
months old. He died from pneumonia. His was 
the fst buna inthe Vig Cemetery. John made 
the little cottin and ug the grave himael. 

One ofthe girls needed meciea help after 








sister wore always called on, Their last child was 
‘means of a pump engine he pumped the 

Tragedy struck one fall. John had gone to 
there was something that looked like coarse 
Jong 14 milk cows and the bull were dead. After 

















"acelving many tps ang plagues 
a Lgln Hal On Bess 1979 Sok paved 
toy alte noted years Jone Sona 
Earurueise ugCxnetey they ho 
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Fourteen of er sixeen children areal living. 
There were iso 87 grandchiiaran; 108 great 
grandchildron; and six great-great grandchil 
Fan atthe time of John’s death 
‘These were thet children: ~ Edwin, bor 
‘Aug. 14,1908, marria Elda Janseon Cal, Oct 
1007, married Trygve Rangen. Chester. De 
7, 1908 married iin Eston, Arthut, duly 1 
240, married Leona Seint Alice, Oct. 23, 
1011, married George Cummings; Selma. Fed 
8, 1013, married Heckon Bergeson: Josep, 
June 25, 1914, martiod Helen skionsberg: O) 
92, Oct 21, 1818. marned Sandy Newton Ju 
fa, dune 8, 1917, married Rober Kinna, Gla 
dye, Aug, 23, 1018, marreg Jim datiay Violet, 
Dec. 18,1919 married Harry Taylor. nga, Api 
24, 192%, married Leonard Beddoes Myris, 
‘June 9, 3923, matig Rudy Motus (deceased) 
ow maried {0 Bill Potapot; Helen, Sept 25, 
1824 marrod Wiliam Maleoim. Helen die Apri 
24, 1948 Harry, born Maren ¥2, 1925, marriad 
‘th Jatiray, (deceased 1072) now marrid to 
Ida Waloo. 














> By Melvin Solberg 


Ole Solnerg was born in Norway and came 
with his parents, the Ere Salbergs, o Session, 
‘South Dakota in about 1860. Ho came to the 
Bentley distet im about 1908 and marries Ale 
Palm, the daughter ofMe andre JohaPalm, in 
1919. Ae was born n Calumet. Michigan, apd 
Melvin married Fige Malling of AbBotstors, 
B.C, and they have tive chlcren; Beveroy 
James, Barry Raymond, an Sharon. The fart 
iy Ives in Abbotsford. Fred lives in Montreal 
Quebec 
the many ile pranks he playes, He cared 
‘deeply for his horses and in the ely days, he 
‘Ale was well know fr her gardening and 
she loved planta. She enjoyed carding and spi 
ning woot, which she used to knit many pars of 
Sock andi, aswel a2many heavy sweaters 
Many oftheachaol teachers at Boyle school 
boarded atthe Solberg home 



















Bena 


le passes away in January 12.1976 at tne 
Feo Deer Nursing Home, 








SOLLIE, KRISTIAN THEODOR 


Kristian Theodore Soilie was born in 
“Tromsosund, Norway, in 1655. He worked as 2 
mechanic. Ho married Emma Patricia Jensen 
In 1928 Kristian came to Canada. He stayed 
farm wost of Bentiey. Berger kept his dad's last 





name and Kristian fook the name ofthe frm 
Soltigaard “gaara” meaning farm’. Mrs. Sole 


land two sons. Roald and John, followed later 

ald was of school age and Jahn wa younger 
“They settled in the Sunaet district on the 

suaedo-2W8, 

‘brought a small button accordian with him to 

Canada. Sure coud got the music out of ane 
Emma always seemed tral, due to surgery 





“The boys went ta Sunset Hil School. Later 
Foals stayed with his unclo, Berger Johannes 


vem 1943 Kristin and Emma moved into 
parents, Roald died March 5, 1945 at 23 years of 
te, Then sun, Berger Johannessen, dt 

Kristian ied on July 15, 1949. So Emma 

















SPEARS, RONALO & FAMILY 
the Fussell Bums farm, the SW. 1880-1 
School. lon continued to work in construction 
‘aretha youngster were in schoo In 1968 we 
Bought Citra vig’ farm, ne 66. 18-40-1-W5. 
We stayed on thafarmunti 974 hen we sola t 
rh 1 Bente, in March, 

‘Our chilaran are all married and have 
families of their own, Charlotte married 

Jim marries Kay Holmen, 

















oad and Een Soars nd 





eidren, an ive in Lloydminster. Jon married 

enren and lve in Calgary 

two children ane tive in Vernon, B.C. Lol 

Dorrean Cusick They have two children and ive 
‘iter leaving the farm Rontooka battery job 

‘with Ladd Exploration, looking after two aang 

(25 wells at Gilby 





SPELT. 
By Lena Spat 

Mr. Spelt was born August 28, 1911, in 
Holland. He wasunitedinmariag therein 238 
to Lana Verboek.Hesorkedn the farm withhis 
das fora otal of 25 years. While in Holand they 

“They immigrated to Canada in 1951. Toy 
nnipeg. was throught Ten Kovethal ey 











(Gy ad Leno Sita a 


aa 


landed in besutful Central Alberta, onthe farm 
‘Tore ne worked fortwo years. He then worked 
for Mr Ee Olson, west of Getic, torte years 
Nr Spal then baught his own frm, 6 miles 
wostof Bently in tnespring of 1958, iheormer 
Soe Stephenson place, We all worked hard to 
bola the farm up. The family persed a small 
‘airy busines. Mr Spelt ad what you would 
‘all mined farming set-up 

The chien, one by ane, grew up and et 
tomaks tnirown homes. The olset son, Kase, 
Blackflde distr. and have four children. The 
fn have we children an lvein Lacombe. The 
Ses daughter es, married Jahn Talsma and 
farm north-west of Lacombe, and have five 
place. The third daughter, Lem, maried Derk 
Prine. Thay nave fe cilaren anliveon aay 
farm, wostf Lacombe. Theyoungest daughter, 
Johan married Pater Jonkman. They eve four 
‘hilren and lveinthe Beaumont area south ot 
Edmonton 

Tir and Mrs. Spl aid tothe Village ot 
Bentley in 1976 He stil oid core ferming loved 
tosh, wont camping andwatchednockey Ms. 
Spelt loves to garden and sow. They are 
embers of the First Christian Reformed 

Mc. Spelt passed away sucdeny, aue 
heart attack, on May 6, 198, atthe age of 60, 
fxacty 30 years ater fe arived rom nis native 
Hoan 

From the beginning we loved it in Canada, 
many trends. 





























SSPYCHER, ERNEST, SA 

mest Spycher came over trom Switzerland 
asa young man, wih a trend of the Zimmer 
mane, who was visitng thre. He wert Ht To 
Oklahoma, where the frend ved, then ater to 
‘he Swiss setlement in Kansas and worked for 
Mr Mrs. Bagert for mary years. He and John 
‘Thorstein came to Canada looking for ina in 
1917. Ermest worked for Chis Zimmerman dur 
ing the surimer and a the McPherson sawn 
\wostof Bentley inthe winter. 

He and Marie Zimmerman were maried in 
1914 and worked as a partner with her father 
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East and Mare carried on with the day here 
‘of Shorthorn unt they moved athe farm nw 
they Bult tine, new house, which 1s sll = 

Emest took an active interest in community 
atfeirs He had a pert in the orgaizing cf the 
Wheat 209! elevator in Bentley andhelpedtuits 
the fst Pentecostal church there. He and his 
with Ernest serving on the church Doara from 
the beginning nd being made an honorary 
tember unt ie death. Marois th last ving 
Imemer af the ariginal group 

“The Spychers had 6 ehileren; Aenolé who 
ret with an sceidantal death whe hunting 
{ophers at the age of 78: Chris, who maied 
Mabe eal and now owns the Zimmerman ana 
"They had 2 daughtore, Ivy ané Carol end one 
fern BC. aes young man Godley marriea Par 
‘ona. Anderson, but ced suddenly of @ heart 
ittack, while tll 2 young man leaving four 
‘young children, Rodney. Auarey. Donna and 
Eco for Ramona to raise Einestmarried Mar 
garet Knopp and they heve 5 ehiaren, Bruce 
Gien, Susen-Jimang Wendy. Frecamaried on 
Gheseger, who also ced suddenly of a hoart 
Stack aed Freda waa let wih 2 emall ehidren, 
Barry, Bale and Wayne. She and her family now 
‘marred Jim Maclnvoy and tey ie in Port A 
Berni, BG They have 4 ehilren, Debbie, Do 
ald, Terry ana Brasley 

‘Alter Emest sr returned rom service inthe 
the farm whieh he now owne.A few years ater 
his marrage, Wr & Mis. Spycher. Seated ta 
tnd trends. Hote they enjoyed many Nappy Ye 
fs, until Me. Spyeher= death Mrs. Spychor st 
Ties tn het own Nome, taking an ative pain 
Ing vite from her old fiends and neighbors. 
She has just returned from a tp to Nevace 
mere ane helped her iser celebrate her Ost 
itd 

















STEELE, JOHN HARVEY 

Jahn Stent was one of he east stars 
in the Rainy Crook date, nomesteacing the 
NE 20.991-W5, later purchasing the SW. § 


40--1 fram the CPA. for tes golars per 
tere On tis quarter ere was some apen spa 
tested. The creek thet erossedi nada very hoavy 
froth of willows, anc in wintar built up. thick 
malted trough the summer. He ter 
NIW.32-98-1-95 to his farming ope 
ohn and his brother, Ray, batched fr sev 
al years, Then Ray sattiag an the SW. 540-2 
1W5, whim wae six miles west of John's fam 
John's sister, Nora, whohhag maeried aman 
‘one, Harold and Paul, to live at John's. The 
boys atended the Carit Sehool or atime Ha 
fold ater took 3 mechanics course at SALT. in 
Calgary Paul continued hs studies and 0b: 
tained his teaching corticato, Herald returned 
to the farm and helped John with the farming 
Poul ensted Inthe army i the first World War 
and was badly wounda He recovered enough 
though his wounded leg was never back to nor- 
During thistime Nora taught in soveral sa 
schools, one being Stephenson, She was thee, 
her pupils Later she went to tne Hines Creek 
also owned a quarler of land. When she retired 
fwned the SW, 22-80-1-15.Inanelecticsto7m 
their house was struck by lightning and totally 
destroyeaintnetirethaticlowed Alter building 
fal hoppy ears together Aftor his mothe 
passed away he batched for some ime betore 
fatring to the Senior Citizens Lodge at Syvan 
“ohn Steele's mother used to come tom 
Nebiasha ta spene part of he summer noe. She 
twould sometimes. stay 1 Nelp. cook for 
threshers. can remember my mother helping 
(Op Aen 16, 1890, John married Miss EM 
Success, He later got  housekeoper, Mrs, Loss 
Gibson trom Bow Island, who stayed on unt 
‘moved into Bentiey with her son, Ken. 
Inthe early 1950 bloos poisoning required 
John to have ane lag amputetes He recovered 

















the use erutches, was ale todo same tractor 
hed a very ood relationship. 

in Septembar, 1960, the ol pionses, who 
had been a good neighbor for many years, 





STEPHENSON, EARL BENJAMIN 
By Fred Stephenson 
Ear! Benjamin Stephenson came to Alberta 
from Hall County, Nebraskan 1000, along with 
his parents, Robert and Ida. They setiad on 
Romosiead west of Gontioy on the east ice of 
to schoo! atthe Stephenson Sehool wich was 
bull 1908, 
‘Aberdeenshire, Seatiand 1906 t0 the Lock: 
In 1914 Elzabeth and Ear! were maces 
They hada farm onthesouth westquarterofthe 
ecton where the Boyle Senool was located In 
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the summer of 1827 Eat, Victor Johanson, and 
Lisonard Bjornson built & house out of pop 
loge tat stl stands tooy on Glan Elleworth's 
former property 

‘Born 19 Ea ana Elizabeth in Batley wore: 
eth in 1916; Eva in 1918 Fred in 1920 John 
(Gack n 1822: fain 1825: and Banniein 1927 

Fred recalls taking off his running snoes 
eaten top. ar hours oro eatehing he wa 
gain. Forthisneveceivesa whipping andanew 
palrof shoes, (at much ater date) wonder t 
Gian Ellsworth has ever found my shoes. 
CPR. because of high CPR. payments and 9 
‘eu yours of crap failure dueto nallanaarought 
In'1820 wa, long with several other fames, 
‘movedtothe Peace River county tohamastead 
Rumored at he tm of faving, were that game 
bizre and police wore after Ear and a fw 
ther for shaoting game Out of season, 

Earl and Elizabeth and te ax enldren ho 
mesteaded on a half section inthe Montage 
Feuse Valloy distr, north of Hines Creek 

The following chileren were bom in the 
Montagenause Valley: - Percy: Flys, Mabe! 
Shiney, (deceased March, 1857) Esther and 
Allen, (Jos) deceased in Karen 1963) 

Earl passed away February 14,1948 in Fair 
iow and Elzabetn passed away Novomber 26 

Fredand ns wie, returned Bentley to 
vo, 1978, and ave been kept busy since, 
Dung house. 


























STEPHENSON, GEORGE AND MABEL 
By Laurence and Clara Stephenson 


Robert and ida Stophenson brought thei 
tamiy of boysand 4giistotmetently dstict 
‘tom near Hastings, Nebrasa. inthe spring of 
1900, One daughtorhad did before they moved 
orth. Robert and the 9 boys took out homes 

Te oldest son, George Heney, was born 
‘August 3, 1878 et Quenit, Nebraska and ho 

(On February 26, 1908, he married Mabel 
Gontrude ties. the eldest caughtor of Mr & 
Mrs. Clam Mies. Sho was born on May 17,1864 
23t Marstfiela, Wisconsin and moved to Bentley 
with Rer paren inthe fal of 1899 setting ona 














homestead one-half mile westof Bentiey (whore 
Dam Wacker now ives). 

George an Mabe ul aloghouseon ht 
hilo, Laurence, was bora November 25, 1806. 
in 1812 they bulk a new 2storey Rouse with 
limber mauled from the MePherson sawmill 
twest of Leedale and lumber enough to build & 
barn in 1916 was also boughtanate barns stil 
being used 

Inthe early days oftheir marriage, George 
‘gathered cream fom tne surrounding districts 
fd hacled i fo Lacombe by foam ane wagon 











‘On the return tri he brought back groceries 
mostly lour- for the neigh 








In 1917 Mke Soper of Arle got Geor 
1919-1924 they rented their fa C 




















{olive at Chico, California and caro for Mabel’s 
fatner, Clem Mies, They etumed to Bentley in 
George's mother, Ms, Ida Stephenson, whore 
Mabel passed away May 6, 1999 and was bu 
‘ed in Botley 

















In 1981 George Bought ahouse and moved 
‘camber 25, 1962. He is also buried in Bently. 














{EPH AND AMALIE 
By Alle Elswo 


‘STEPHENSON, JO 





soph (Jos) Stephenson as 0m Oe: 
tober 2, 1088 in Hastings, Nebraske, 











famiy came to Alberts, 
Avr ting most of Pair beonings wih 
Lacombe, they were glad to get sattied in their 
home west of Botley, and were among te st 

Joe took his schooling at the Staphenson 
‘continued to operate the homestead after the 
dnt he marved Amalia Vigo 

‘The Vig came ta the Bentley ar68 in July 
800 and were also among the lst settles 
They traveling by train and brought thet Be 
longings wth them and eottle on shomestend 
southwest of Bentley. Both Amalie’ parents 
“ere born in Norway and had sti in Katho 
wath ner parents, Casper and. Anaie Vig, to: 
‘ether nith seven brothers and sister, 10 Al 
Molle, born Navember 2, 1896, tack her schoo 
ing at Sunset Hil schoo 

at anes naa ott ars work ping 
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went back tothe States toi in 1914, she and 
her sist Cara cooked and chored onthe fm 
forthe brothers until he maries Jon Stephen 
‘a8 52 degrees below zoro, 
eral places before moving an 10 & fam of thet 
fn si and one-haf miles of Bemtey, SW. 27 
410.25. Atter puting up ahouse and oter bul 
ings, they moved ito thsiehome June 2. with 
their three children four more being born ter. 
‘lice was born in 1936; Raber in 949, rene in 
802, Berina in 1924 (died In 1990) Violet in 
1926, Beatrice in 1828 and Roy in 1932. Irone 
Started ner nursing career in T988atler working 
In 1994 Joe hauled cream to Bentley -aday 
fon tp wit ta The seam wane 
‘Joe and Mollie resided on thei arm forthe 
next 89 years. They had to bresk most oftheir 
Bentioy. oe passed away in 1062 atthe age of 
41979 and then, for health reasons, moved ino 
lived in Bentiy and have dchilaren, Robert mar 
"ed Ethol Pederson and they aia liven ntiey 
‘Anderson, Violet married Frank Read. They tie 
in Wimborne and have 2 children Beatrice Is 
they have2 children, Roy martiod 0'Dell Degen: 
Foy Joseph Stephenson, youngest son of 
soe ana Mote Stephenson, wae born ly 18 
"Roy and ODell Oogensten were mart 
February 18, 1985 ana they have 4 children 
DiArey working in Edmonton, Pamlia working 
in Red Deer, Derick in Calgary and Cassie at 
Foy started at the age of sixteen to do su 
voy work which led t0 engineer work forthe 











































‘government, working mostly in Alberta but do 
tng some engineer wark im eastorn Canada 
ang USA. They moved 10 Calgary in eatly 
‘50's. were they have lived since, excep! Tor 
the time spent in Nova Scotia. 

Ale, lgerteaughter of Joe end Mote 
‘Sehenson, was on Docembor5, 19161 ine 
Bentloy area and took my schooling at Sunset 
Fil sehao. I married Clarence eilswort Feb 
fry 28,1039 and my sory istoldinthe Elsworth 

‘Beatrice worked in radio and T.V. until her 
In 1957, They lived in Ontario ana B.C. and now 
reside in Placher Creek. Thay have lwo sons 
Political Science at Unwversity in Calgary and 
Bret, born in 1963 ang now taking grace weve. 
Frais a Training Superveor and Beatrice 








STEPHENSON, LAURENCE AND CLARA 


By Laurence Stephenson 





| was the only hits born t© George and 
Manel Stophencon on their homestead. our 
miles south west of Bentley. wich is now 
‘Swed by the Fred Lenz family. My bithday was 
November 25, 1908, My sehoaling sartoa at ho 
Stepronson school, which was stuated on the 
Unig farm, now owned by Emest Holmen. Later 





| went tothe Bentley school and finaly to Le 
‘combs from 1919 t0 1924, whore my arly was 
now living’ My teachers at the Stephenson 
Echool were Miss Meiniyre, Mr Blakeney, Mrs. 
Nora Stonle- a sister o Ray and John steele 

find Mrs. sim Morison; Mrs Austin at Rainy 
Creek ane Mr Fale at Beatley 

‘On November 26, 1998, Imariad lara is 
worth and we ined on Dads homestead where 
wweranadairy, milking about twenty cowsen an 
Irerage -mont of tham Helstsine We ceivered 
own touring car). cuter and Bennet B93y 
‘ster we quit the mk route we shipped mk ana 
‘ream unt we moved to Nanton on May 26, 
ing eream oniy 

'AL Nanton swe bought 2 ranch from WA 
Crawiotd. Frost the weltknown  Hereord 
fn te edge of tne Porcupine Hills. We ae stl 
horses and eat, 

1, Clara (Todéy), Elsworth fourth in the 
family of eight chien bom to Frog ana Minnie 
Elsworth was bom October, 18160 the ar 
iiptarmnorth of Bent, ook all my schooling 
BM Chapel school and my frst teacher was an 
fran Christenson. My last one was a nesghbor 
Tady, Nelle Graig We didnt want fo eal er 
irs Craig’ and sho didnt want to be cllod 
Nai sa we always calledher "Teacher long 

When the Chapel Wi. Gir's Club was 
formed, | was chosen president sn enjoyed 
many good times and trends through that or 
Sanitation, Without the Delp of my fait Sr 
povvisors, Bey! Gunna, Agnes Cummings and 
Rte craig. would nave found quite a stu 
aie, Through ths organization | wan acake de: 
rating and color at for a cake’ mado, which 
Started me on the way to one of my hobbies ~ 
Cake dedorating on a email sale Istatoadece 
fating cookies and expanded to birthday cakes 
formy enilren and iter advaneed to weading 
find anniversary eakes fr ou daughter, neces. 
fephewe and neighbors, 

We were blessed with acaughtr, Ethel, on 
March 5, 1987 and a son, Donal born Febuary 
51940 Ethel was marred fo Bod Lang of Gra 
hum and they have 4 children, David, Wesley 
Kathy and Curt Oavig ands wo, theformer 
‘Mary Rondeau, lve at Dawson Greek and they 

















have a daughter, Joey. Our son, Donald Is ti 

While at Bentley | belonged to the Rainy 
Creek Ladies Aid and the Golden Star Cu In 
Nanton | belong to the Nanton UC W., Golden 
Star Rebekah Lodge No.9, Nanton Pioneers, 
Willow Creek Historical Soeity, Centennial 





STEPHENSON, ROBERT AND ETHEL 
By Rober Stephenson 





Robert Casper Stephenson, son of Joseph 
and Amal Stephenson, was born March 8, 
41919 and was named after his grandfathers, 
Fb, Stephenson and Carper Vig. He was born 
tnd raised in the Sunset Hilitrietanstookhis 
Schooling from grades to atthe schoo! tere, 
Tees, earning 108 a day. He tinned school at 
the age ot 14 and spent tha next 9 years athome 
heiping with ne mixed farm work, cutting wood 
in the wintr forthe cook stove andthe aight 
hoater, cutting brush along the roadaliowances 
1ohalppay he taxes andstooking andthvesning 
in the fal to pay the threshing fil. The pay at 
that time was $250 a day for man and team 
trapping woasols, coyotes and snaring rabbits 
that wore sold fo mink farmers at S© each 
competion nthe years 1990-31-82. Tia was 
Gelry club and the leader was a man from Red 
Deer by tename cof George MeLaren. This was 
where Rovert got his tat Holstein mth cows 
inion were later sold fo Albert Haneen for 
$17.00 per cow, ang he used the money 0 uy 3 
‘0d sawing uth an a 4-90 Gh. motors 
irame, with a saw mounted onthe back one, 
ada an a babsleigh ora iow-wheel wagon. It 
twas moved from farm to farm with & team of 
horses and the charge was $1.00 por hour for 
man ang outft, The meant a lot of work ae 
treryone heatedtheirhoms wth woadin has 
ays 

He Inter purchased a 16-90 International 
Luactor and ad custom plowing and eragaing 

Inthe spring of 1942 Robert purchased the 
NE 20-40-15 from hs grandmatner, Mrs. Ide 
Stephenson This was ths homestead bought in 
1900 an Me was the thre generation of Ste 
phensons to operate ho farm Hevwarked forhis 
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town of Beni tat summer put skids unr 
and, withthe hep of the Spycher boys and thet 
0", moved it aut across the Bingman Fiver to 
the farm The house was 18x. Five year later 
the tiouee was solsto a Mr Smin, wnomovedit 
‘Mrs. Louise Hoimen 

Rabert batched in the hause until February 
son. also of the Sunset catct Eel was the 
daughter of Eimer and Ela Peceraon, From that 
{ime uti 1978 they ran a mised farming pera 
tion, having purchased the Ni 20-40-18 from 
Wontinte Charolais breeving stock andenjoyed 
that unt the fam ang stock was gold to their 
son, Oavi, in 978 

ober bouahthogstorthe Bindman Vaey 
Hog Poo! during the year that Glan Wright was 
manager 








Te Stophensons rlsed a tamiy of five 
children: Marly, born’ December 25, 1924 
Keith, born Dacember 1946, Judy, bom Oe: 
tober 6, 1960; David. brn December 12,1954 
find Wendy, tom June, 1962 They allgotteir 
‘education atthe Bomtey school. Madliyn mer~ 
Fed Jobn Solomons. They lve on an acreage 
lust aut of Rimbey and have three chideen 
Fonds, Kur and Blaine, Jann works for New 
Hollang machinery ard Marilyn has her own 
beauty pator Keith helped on te farm at home 
untlne marries Prudence Taylor of Eamonton 
In 1971 they purchases the Melia Vig frm 
south-west of Bentley. where they operate 
mixed farming operation. They have four el 
fon: Travis, Tamara, Slade and Jana Judy ma: 
fied Nel Wiey of Rimbey and they ved in 
Blackfalds and Fed Deer unl they separated. 
‘Judy now lives ina trailer inte taller court at 
Bentley works at Michener Cant n Red ser 
and he two dnughters, Jacqueline and Debbie, 
Davis algo helped onthe farm at ome, He mar~ 
‘hed Maraino Smith in 3977 and then n January 
1978 bought he home plac, making te fourth 
Since the homestead was bought in 1800. David 
fad Maaine havo 8 son. Kyle. and operets a 
nixed tam Wendy. the youngest daughter wa 
married March, 1980 to Mike Evanyehyn, He 
Works for Cactus Dritin as a diler and they 
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bert and Ethel moved to town in Febru 
ary, 1978 aneat present Eine works asa school 
Custodian and Robert drives a schoot bus. They 
Sve he proud grandparents of ten grandemick 
ten, and, hopetully will have more 





STEPHENSON, ROBEAT, SENIOR 
8 FAMILIES 


Robert Stephenson was barn in 185%, the 
youngest of ine children, He waa raised and 
Savestec In Yorkshire. England. Then at the 
tender age! Ene ands two brothers sallesin 
vessel Bound for tne United States. He sted 
fist in Canaaa where ne farmed for 3 short pe 
Nod. He later moved to Now York ang then to 
IMienigan. He tinalysetod in Hal County, Ne 
bratka, in 1678, Hove he took on 80 ectes of 

in 1878 he met and meried ida Zell, a 
ative of Michigan, who was bornto George and 
Dna Zlut, Robert and Iss hac ght eiren, 
George, Elin, Walter. Joe and Earl worothe'h 
fons, snd Mary, Gladys, and Charltta (ho 
ding at age 8), wore the three daughters 

in 1000 they cold their land and moved to 
Avera, Canad, which they though was 8 new 
and exciting country. Thy settiod two and one 
halt miles west ofthe almost non-existing town 
of Boney: Here two move elven were orn, 
Sossio and Laura, 

Ida's brother, George Ze, sls0 setioa 
here. as a carpenter ana blacksmith t wash 
tong they hed a comfortabe, weil built fog 
house. where Grandma (a) Stephenson lived 
Unit her dt in 1047. Robert Stephenson 
passed away in 1900, and his son, Elvin, known 
5A dled in 1917 

Tn the early days, Robert Stephenson arake 
land with steam of oxen anda par of horses. 
“They saised pig ag well asthe cows which fey 
mikes. An ol lumber wagon was used fr tho 
Travel. Thismadete trp to Lacombe along one 
fs they had to ford the Bhndman Fiver Later, 
Tay Bought @ democrat. which was cansidored 
great luxury at that time 

(George homesteaded a few miles from 
ence. Walte alsa hac a quarter section of and 
Hazel Gigam end they had two sons, anda 























daughter wha die at eight months. They then 
Sdapted another baby 9 

“los maries Moly Vig ang they lives westof 
Bentley on te Joha vig arm. ster ey moved 
fn bought their own land. They had seven 
‘nkdren of whieh five ae st wing 

Earl married Elizabeth Jay and they haa 
Tiving They moved on fo the Peace River 

May married Alex Newton and they hae one 

‘Gladys married John Whitesell They ned 

‘jessie and Lavra both married. Bigam 
Brothers. Jessie and George Bigam had tree 
fnlidren. Murray Bigam and Laure had ve 
total of thirteen scents netendance in 008, 
Mie re not sure just what year waa Bult. The 
teacher in 1905 a5 Kathioon Filson. This 
School was Isted in the North West Territories 
teacher in 1908. By Becamber he hada class of 
2 pups. Ida Stephenson always boarded the 
Later a schoo! was moved fo a more conta 

Inthe erly days there wasplenty of gamer 
see: partnidge prairie chicken, ana abbts"op- 
Ding al oer the placo. Oftentimes the indlans 
Used to come wit heir tens an feepens, and 
atch the rabbits, which were set on the old 
School paths, They were avery endl people, 
though They would come into the house and 
play onthe lser When ther camps became to 
tesay it was time forthe Insane to move on 

The Stephensone have since sestered 
spout but Joe's grandson, Davi, stil ves 09 

‘old Stopherson homestead Four years3g0 
{Stephenson family reunion brought 135 Ste 
‘Bhensons together, and the recent Oxishoma 
rounion had an attendance of 9 1 1930. 


STEVENSON, CHARLES HEBER 
‘by Gale Skionsberg 
Herb Stevenson was bom January 19,1882 
‘oven crtdren of Willam and Anna Stevenson 
Hob's great granatatnar came to Canada 
trom Paisley, Satan in 820in search snow 
land better fe forhimeotand sary. He ball 
the fst Christan Church in New Glasgow, NS. 
































Herb came west 0 8.0. in 1912 with only 
1015, buying a farm in the Lockhart distri 
{armed there for ewnile before moviog back to 
B.C where work was more avalable 

Hero enlisted in the armed forces and 




















wounded, He wae dichargad in 1920 and 





‘On February 5, 1900, Herb married Verna 
widow of George Raymond. Herd and Verna, 
mond, (always called Pa), wno was born Oct 
22.4849: Vernon George Raymond, (sometimes 
Ceilod Mike} born July. 1921 and Norma Ruth 
Raymond, born Sopt_ 20, 1923, Herd becamy 
joined by three Stevenon children Colin ay 
‘mona Stevenson, born March 13.1907 Stan 


























894: and Myrna Gale Stevens 
Gaile), born Sept. 10. 1838 
Palmarried Thelma Cole anatarmedon the 
Lome. Pat died in 1962 and is buried in Bentley 
Vemon martiod Ruth Simpson, Thay had 
‘wo daughters, Collen (Moller). and dagnne 
(Bera). Vernon armed wth Herb ora few years, 
then nought tne R Stesves farm, where they 
‘moved: He also bought the Bob ary tarm 
‘Norma married Ray Buse at Bala, Al 
tort, where thay farm They nad twosons. Alan 
Marvin married Barbara Suggett, They ha 
one som, ane, They ved andarmed win Her 
Gale married Leonard Skjonaberg, They 
have three dnughters: Mona (Johnson), Lovie 
Verna passed away on July 1. 1950, and is 
‘serving on the schoo! board: the church bac 
land helping withthe 4 clube in imbay an 
Bentay 
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eyo sold tne tarm at Lockhart to Atred 
Ranger n 1961 and maved to Bantiay with Ba 
Dera and Lane. Buying the Gordon Garres 
house, Attar Barbara married Laverne Anger 
Son. Hers bought the Ite house on the comer 
that wes bult by Helen and Joseph Solberg 
twece he lives the rest of Fis ie 

While ling in Bentley Herb was a riend to 
‘everyone, He Belonged tothe Boney Senior 
Ghizene Group and spent ot oe working 

Herbs philosophy in life was to “Live one 
lay ata time” ion was also his favorite song 

Herb Stowenson passed eway on March 25, 
1990, and was lai to est nthe Bortlay Come. 








‘STEWART. ROBERT FAMILY 
By Donala Stewart 


Robert Alexander Stewart was born at Ber- 
wiek on Tweed, Scoland, on Decombers 182 
Fo came to Canada in 808, going ist to Cros: 
ton, BC, where he worked in lumber mil. He 
subsequently took 8 homestead near Winifred 
in southern Alberts and tater worked in the 
Timber business a Monarch, Medicine Hat and 
Portrive, Saskatchewan ftwasherethathemet 
Catherine Grace O'Danaghuo, se local school 
teacher whom he marred in 920, Mise O'- 
haghve wes bor in Antigonish, Nova Seat on 
Tlanuary 16,1894, She went to Normal School 
Tor teacher training in Truro in 1942 ane after 
‘Several teaching assignments in Nova Scotl, 
‘ame fo Saskatchewan in 1917, 

After th wedding, Bob and Catherine Se 
wart moved ta Bentley, whore Bobmanagedtne 
Lumber Yard forthe Aas Lumber Company, 
Fur chieren were born to the Stewart. Mi 
garet was born n 1921 and is now ving in 
Gary. having revred trom teaching in 1979, 
Bonald. born in 1922, 8 also naw ling In Ca 
gary He mario Gomica Esper in 351 a 
Cooper in. 1977}, Charl, Joseph, Thomas, 
‘James and Jona, Dennis was ban in 1924 ane 
Tied in bolN Eamonton and Stony Plain, A: 
bert, He marr reneHigginsin 1954and they 
had five eihldren, Dennis, Jane (marred Vie 
Prche'in 4878), Catherine, Shauna and Jil He 
{ied In Stony Pian in October 1980. Kent, 
‘ov in #982, ater tha family nad moved tn 
‘stall ls now lng In Kingston, Ontario. He 

















martied Kathryn Quinn in 1968 ane they have 
thee ehilran: Robert ill and lan 

Tris of interest to note that when Margaret 
was bom there was no nospitalin Bentley, my 
mother went to Lacombe tothe hospital thereto 

(othe baby. When Donald was born, there 
was sill no hoepta so Ne was Bown inthe Sto 
‘aart home in Bentley, By the time Denes ar 
rived, a new hospital hs! been built and ne was 
‘bom there under the are of Dr. Henry. 

"we remember well-our Bentley. house, 
which s no longer atthe ol location. It was 
focaod at the west end of the Bentley main 
Soot between Russel Garris" estaDishmont 
Ane the tumbe yard Across he strootwasallre 
Shop operated by Sandy Munrov and eas of 

‘One of the things tat we remember wall 
was now every evening. the Evernaon rik 
Cows were driven down ihe main stect from 
thir pasture west of Bentley to tne Everndon 
hhame’ on the northern eage of own. We can 
tinen Team woula be spacked by something 
land come galloping down the main steet, On 
‘more than one accesion I ean remembor ou 
Dad hurrying us back to safety out ofthe path 
ofthese galloping norses 

‘As young ehiaren, we can recal various 
bay sitters tat we had although the term 
aby ater” was probably not used in those 
days. Some of these were: Marja Lorimer. 
Subsequentiy Mrs Meikle, Eve Wiliams, lator 
‘Mes. Clarence Horgott, and Dorothy Damon, 
Inter Mr. Harold Hopkins 

in 1824, my dag purenased a summer cot 
tage at Browniow’s Lancing on Gul Lake, some 
thee milesnortneastof Bentley. Wospenimany 
happy days there and even after we moved trom 
Bentoy, wo returned to the cottage every 
fummer, In this way, we maintained contact 
wth ou" many Bentey trends. 

‘Some aft ends and acquaintances het 
we remember best are! the Bll Pring family = 
Bill managedaloca eevator, the George Brown 
family = George worked forthe Bank of Mont 
real, Ed Dyson the lors postmaster andhiswite 
Fda: Lome Craig, a armor west of own his wil 
Nellie and their amily ana the Jack Fae family, 
tnhasleo owneda farm westofawn. My dad and 
Cappy (Frank) Thorp were also good trends 
Sten exchanging books and quoting poet 10 

[Alot the Stewart children romember a 























tending the old fed ick schooinouse where 
Miss Kent taught the Junior grades and Miss 
Lunaberg, the higher grades 

“Another thing that we considered quite an 
‘outing was tripte Rimbey on te train, We used 
to'go once ina while fo wit the darts, since 
there was none In Bentley ane aithough we 
trip always overcame the dread. Other things 
that appeatoe tous a8 mall earen were the 
vists to Gunn's ke oream and candy store and 
remember the cliciousspiescake a wellasine 
‘hacolate cake that she Baked and sola 

“The family moved to Innit in 193% an 
subsequently moved to Rod Deer. Robert Ste- 
wart ied in Rod Door in 1259 at he age of 76 
Fis wite Catherine died in Calgaryin 1970at ne 
‘ge of 85 years, 














STONE, JOHN HENRY 
[stad by Irene MeLcod 


monly known, came tothe ay Creek district 
bout 1902, trom Nebraska, He came by train 
ceompanied By his cousin, Henry Peterson 
‘They got as far ae nnital where the horse they 
wore bringing dieg, They were down tothe last 
thiny-tve cents, Somehow tney got tone ome 
of. Cart, were they lived na very small 
house with sixteen other people, 

‘Dad, (John Henry Stone), tiled on the SE 
32-98-1-5 and s90n gota fog shack button 
hard work, withthe help of Bright end Star ls 
team of oxen, he gat the required number of 

‘Sometime in 1905 Minnie Owen, wih ne 
$n, Eva Austin. She never went back a she met 
and marie Henry, my father on May 1,108, 
hava a lag house to bring his bidato, as fre 
was raging in the Bush just south of his bulle- 
Ings. However, some ofthe neighbors missed 
the wedding and saved bis bulaings, 

Mother was a city gi and cantons must 
have been very siflrent on the homestead 
Howover. witha lot of rt she wan through, 
fthough she never was a robust woman 

The oldest ei, Emly Caterina was born 
May 30, 1907, folowedby aboy, Morrie Gnas, 
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Known as "Bud" was born February 18,1912 1 
was the youngest, Irene Luella, and was bom 
Shine 12, 1938, 

During the war years of 1914-18 craps were 
‘9008 and prices were high for that ime, 1817 
new noveo was Sul, added tothe piece tat 
had been bul so0n after they wore marred. 
This replaced the old log house which was a: 
ling Gown. it was 8 large house Out was never 
fined during my parent's itetme, iis sti 
tse and Mr, Wallace Ives there now 

‘N sometime through te years Dad bout 
the quarterto the south ofhisnomestoad, whith 
was a schoo! quarter He was avery hard worker 
land managed to lear and break sarge amount 
this lana. I was all done with a grub hos and 
5x0, and wih oxen and orses, angeven mules, 
Ho was fond of his mates and remember they 
were named Peggy andiack, Ben and Jim. Ben 
had such long ears that they nit together when 
ne shook his head 

118 saw very ood crops and good prices 
butthe'fivepidemic nitthe ounty and Mother 
hac all fe of us kid, and Dad. down at once, 
tembly sick, and inhis dlirumbehaviag wheat 
up the Rainy Creck Pil tipping over tim afer 
lime Help was hard toget and, an November 
Reverend Fawcett was there doing chores, He 
went around ringing her hand bel wen peace 
was cecared. Mother didnt care, She sl hac 
Fer own batie to fight. Gradually wo all evo 
vered but Oad was never wel ater that Ho was 























leit with asthma which got progressively worse 

‘Gn July 8 1927, cisaster struck when acy 
had been hot and etry and In the afternoon 
from nearer veryblack and menacing. ioaly at 
fbout 600.'siock the clouds eganto ollanda 
funnel shaped cloud appearea and the wind 
started to blow. As We went tothe cola” We 
{US 86 the roo! athe garage sailing of into 
the fold When tne storm was aver we emeeges 
‘tnd our pace in shambles lltne windows ia 
the south ana west were smashed! ane chimney 
tras gone and the ground wae deep i hall the 
‘ze of baseball, Part of the barn roo! was be 
Sie the house and the est oft was oft foun 
‘ations. Tha barn had several horses in ar 
‘can ail ear those horses sereaming in tortor | 
wil never forget the white feces of Frank and 
Ken Nelson as they embed over the splintered 
Friday might ena by Sunday there was stream 
of wisilors fo see the damage. thought it mas 
fot offunas was aniynine yearsla,but dont 
imagine my parents hough tw 20 mich in 
held work bootohelp put hings back together. 
‘These were the times when your neighbors 
helped each other and shed your loys and 
Sorrows, | remember the top of ou turing ear 
‘has ahaares off and we droveithat way thorest 
Df the summer. Our finanoss nevar recovered 
fom ths blow and than twa year Inter the de- 
pression was uponusandwne we haa pleat) to 
at no ome hal any money 

fn 1806 tragedy struck when, on September 
20, Bud died of eppendicits He had Ma for 
years but for some reason he was never oper 





























ated on until twas to late. Dass health was 
fare hited sen t Rep nto farm 
‘Chae heLeod. and we moved to Erskine, A 
Berta. & couple of yeas ler Emiy maried Bil 
‘lone, a widower wth one ile git and two 
Dicer boys. They later adopted a boy. Vernetie 
married Austin Stanley anathey haa hres chi 
fen, and adopted two. Moria martiea Grace 
Ciara Murrett. who nad one eh. Toy iat 
aging a boyand agi. me boy waskiledn 

Over the years remember somegood times 
to oft tne ad ones. Mother and Dad were 
United Gruren. Mother was Insromenta Ia 
Starting the Ladies Ai. andthe irst meeting was 
eid in har nome he bocoming hes! pest 
Senta oun she el foray yar Since 
andbring smaltehiaren, they came for cianer at 
noon, and had the meeting afterwards, This 
Clstom prevailed for many yest, finally being 
Stopped dung the Second Wort War Oaavwnt 
Shoot thelesding!igures nbuaingthe fstiog 
Shure, donating both loge and ime towares is 
Stocton. He served on the board of stewards 
Sho'navaneldertorsome years Mother worked 
fare fo hep raise money 19 bud the new 
Uhoreh, Times have changed and row Its a 
community cent oat 
ag ever vary arto goto schoo! Inthe wie. 
Coasting down Fred Neon’ hil was our fe 
froud of it The Nelson kids had s Reavy one 
finch dant govery fest Dutt surohelda lot ot 
ids they called ithe Thunderooat 

Later a skatiog rink was built and many a 
hockey game wee payed agains surrounding 
Commute We ld sating parties here and 
fad alotottunuithoutsperanganymoney. We 
(rould avaye bring sandwrches and cake ana 
Thane cotts ine ash bor 

Inthe summer there were Sunday Schoo 
and Ladas Aid penics also the school plone at 
the end of June which everybody attended 
tthetner or not they has Kiés in hl. | re- 
member the many Ieezers of nomemade ice 
{ream which were brought, each packed I 68 











ad led in July, 1943, and Motner passed 
‘away th fllowing February worn out By hard 
‘work and nursing Dad with his ass 

Emily lost her husband twenty years ago 
‘Alberta Morris dled in 1978, Vernetteis ewidow 
fand lives in a Senior Citizen's home at Nakusp 
ac. 

| ive wth my husbane near Racky Moun: 
tain Houte on an sereage, We are alone a8 0 
nine chileren eight eaughtors and ane son, are 

T-have many wonderful memories of my 











STRACHAN, JAMES ©. & FAMILY 
James C. Strachan, with his wie, Jean 
land Your children; Anne, aged 5, James, Jt 
12; John, ages YO; and Alexander (andy) 
came fom Aberdeenshire, Sotiand 10 
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Lunt ne purchased the SE. 1981-2405, He 
Dt years. He was aso Sec, Treas ofthe Calkins 

Annough raring ana turing the farm over 
te Sandy in the 1640. e stil remained on the 
farm unl Fis passing in 1951 

Me. Strazhan continue fa vs onthe fam 
with Sandy, unt he marriage ta Mas (Gre) 
Herzer in 1954, when she retired to Rimbe, 
‘Alberta. Sho passed away in 196 

‘annie married Willa Dixon, and lived in 
Carbon, alta, They had two Baye and two pi 
two girs. James passed away in 1978. 
‘Symonds district. They had twe children, John 
Nang xine, Ha retired to Rima in 1964 and 
passed away in 3886, 

‘Sant took over the farm from his dad in 
1848, He married Mae (Graf) Herzer and they 
farmed there unt they retired Yo: Fimbey in 
4973. He pasted away im 4978, 





SUGGETT FAMILY 

ir & Mrs. John Suge, Jack and Mau), 
with 'their young 30, eel, aged six month, 
‘amet the Outit sate n 1003 from Stewart 
Gute County. low With them wore Jack's 
parents, Mr & Ms, Wim Sugget, and aso 
Mr & Mes. Mickey Saint Jack ha previously 
‘mado the pin 1802 an tiled on a homestond 
South west of Aimbey. He also boughta Hudson 
Bay quarter, tha NW B-<1-1-Wo, and 2 quarter 
cotlors affects 

‘lean-1o was bultby A. Adams on the Hue. 
son Bay land and was ready forthe famly when 
they arved. Jack broke land in he summers 
[Nest Pass area, here Jack worked inthe coal 
imines. Loona, thir daughter, was bom at Coal 
Creek 8G 

Cecil started school at Centeview Schoo! 
in. 1908. The teacher was Miss Mary Cole, who 
later Became Ws. Jese Evernden, That same 
year the family moved to land purchased fom 
NA Adams. the W 'o341-1.W5. and Ceci 
‘moved 19 the Ouilet School. The teacher was 
Hise Willams, Their Rouse was bul n 1002, 



































Cet Saget and 


‘Through the years a barn, house ane hog 
huge ware bul sus various athar bilings. 
In 1915 land was bought from OE Putnam, the 
Nivi-24 and the Ne. 89-401-W5. A Rumely Oi 
Pull tractor and thresh was bought in 1925 but 
Iewas not until 1990 thatthe ractorwas sed or 
field work, Wheat, oats and barley were grown, 
‘ang hogs and cal raises. Gefore the railroad 
{Game to Bentley in 1017, Jack ike many aha 
farmers in those days, hauled grain to Lacombe 
ima tuple wagon box wih extra sacks of grain 
piled on top to make a load. The road went 
Across the south ond of Gull Lake, The roads 

Tn 1928 Mrs. Sugget invited ll hor neigh 
bo¥e Tor a noon ay meal. She hoped to form @ 











Together Club was formed among the ladies 
And nes been enjoyed an down trough the ye 
ire, Nelghbors and generations have changed 
Dut the cub sil strong, helpingattimesin tne 

“Jack was very activa in farm organizations 
fang’ was an orginal member of the Albers 
Wiest Poo! The Blindman Valley Co-op: the 
United Farmers of Alberta: nd the Botley Co- 
0p Store 

In 1927 Cac marred Gertrude Seoular of 
Bentley They first vedon told Putnam pace 
land then moved Io the home piace when Mr & 
Mrs. Sugget. Se. relied and moved into Ben- 
oy. Jack ded in 1987 and Grangma Suggett in 
1986 

During the early years @ Or. Evans had a 
practice in Boney, whore ho also operated a 
Grug store. Dr Hynes of Lacombe was oftan 
alles for mergences. ator Miss Curis had a 
mall nospital im her home, In 1922 Dr. WA 
Honry camo to Bontey and stayod for many 
‘yoars. He was responsible forthe bulaing atthe 
Driginal part of the present Sentiey General 

‘Cecil belonged tothe various farm orga 
zations, ands founding member of th Alsorta 
Wheat Poot. Ceci hag bough the late Pio 
Slaughter tam, the NW. and the SW. S41 
town and a new home built vine Suggett ook 
years. Two other sons helped on the farm but 








there. Laterivineandhistamily also moved into 
Bentiay and the farms wore al so 

Cac and Gerice nave a family of ix 
livin marina Bernice Witherall of Bentoy 
They nave a family offve, Dean married Donna 
Carlylaofthe Durham astrit. They have fam 
Iy of tae. Margaret married Garth Ooepe! ot 
Bentley and they have two children, el pow Hv 
ingin Edmonton. Kathleen married Verne Wise 
fof the Lockhart district They ve at Alx ane 
Stoverson of Locthan. They had one son. Mar~ 
‘Vinded in 1960 Later Barbara marnied Laverne 
Jandesson ofthe Sunset atnet Thay and thle 
two sons ive in Sentey. Barry martod Pegay 
Tape of Eamanton. Thoy have two daughters 
{ng the family lve in Edmonton 

Cecil and Gertrude have eighteen grand: 
cthllaren and erg great grandenare 














cLaUD 


1, Claud Summers, was torn on Apri 1, 
1902) in England, My parents, younger brother 
and sister an I eame to. Canada in 1910. We 
fotted in Calgary. where the ves of uschilaren 
Until the urge for outside work caused me toask 
fora job with the Aas Lumber Company 
flea yard Later that yer was ransterred tothe 

Deer yara 
fied In September of 1929. im. our adast son, 
ferred ta the Bentley yar, arrving therein Jan 
vary, 1831 

“Tis was the beginning ofthe Depression 
Years andthe start ofthe "Dirty Tht There 
was no snow whatever that winter Th Sum 
Ieriliowed fields were bare an dry and with 
fi times we had to turn on hghts nthe dey 
and farm produce was worthless, Hogs s0ld 
for $1.50 por owt. Barley was 25¢ and less 
(ats were leas than YO® par bushel Nobody 
had’ any money. These conditions lasted only 
2 Tow years and things finaly got beck to what 
Is eonsisered normal 























We were fortunate in having a paying jb, 
and altrough business was vor sow we got by 
‘kay, One thing that helped wae cottage Dule 
ing at Gul Lake, Doctors and twyors trom the 
ity, who usually were able to afora long Wins 
Ine. Many decided to build lake catages. and 

(Our second son, Kenneth, and our thicd 
son, Gary, were oth bornin Bentley. The three 
bye grew up hare ana went through mei righ 
choo! years Neve. Jim and Garry went on t0 
of Montreal. Jim ls now an accountant in Red 
Door. Ken is a vice-president af the Bank of 
Montreal and lves in. Mssleeaugs, Ontai, 
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Garry's a Director withthe Provincial Depart- 
tment of Public Works n Edmonton, The hres 
boys are all mertied with familes of thar own, 
‘aswell managing the lumber yard, ook 
‘on th job as Secretary Teoasurer ofthe Oxford 
Shoo! District in 1961 and stayed with it unt 
the eistrict was made part ofthe larger schoo 
{vision Then when Harold Hopkins moved to 
rewly formed Municipal District of Lacombe, 
(has usked to fake on the job of Secretary 
reasurer of the Village of Bently. At first 
worked al hreajobs inthe ama 12x i9othice of 
the lumber yard. Then the company decided to 
fang bula new modern lumber shed and store 
This was much btterand we had plenty of oom 
"roid from the lumber yar in 1968, but 
carried on the village work ut 1973, moving 
{he ottice tothe room in backor thebarber shop. 
‘Anew Municipal Complexwas bultin 198, 
housing” the Vilage off and Council 
Chamber, Senior Citizens Drop In Centre, Ro 
creation oom for heolder men, anda new Fre 
Hall. The administaton has naw become aul 
time postion dve tothe expansion ofthe past 








Esitnand Ite to keepbusy wth community 
activities sen a9 Chamber of Commerce and 
the Agricutural Sooty. ane are both Nappy to 
be retired in our own name in Bantey 


SUNSET HILL DISTRICT, MEMORIE 

By Edwin Solberg 

cannot give dates as to when some ofthe 

most of them Iemember 28 before 1920 and 
thers as late 1840. 

My father, John Solberg, fed on the SE 
22-40-2-5in 19680" 1904, He buittatramehouse 
fd moved into it in Novernber, 1906 carrying 
ime a baby, and bringing a few belongings 
necessary to ook and Ive. Later Is land was 
Sold thie son. Joseph, andhis fle, Helen, wno 
In tum sod 
mesteaded the NE. 22-40-25, buildings rame 
Fouse close toalovely spring. muthenever lives 
init My father eought ths land and moved the 
house foi own land anc added tothe house 
there. can remember a log Duiding along the 
fast side of Anton's quarter, just south of the 
fortn spring, but! da nat know whether or not 
fnyone ever lived init eas Burned when & 
Springtrecovered thislond, Anton ved with is 
brother, Alfre.who homesteaded tne SE. 24 
40-2'5 and they both went back to Norway, 
fbaut 1912. Gus and ull Aenston bought the 
fang and ves tner with their twochidren Ciara 
tnd ingvld Tingstag, who were not adopted but 
‘cared for by the Arnstonsunt they ware grown. 
Gus passed away and Julia ater marriog Gust 
Holmen, She now widowed again andes in 
Valleyview. Ingvald moved ta Valleyview, mar 
ried and formes unt his death, 

Gust Lund lee andlived on SE. 27-40-25. 
He waa trom Norway and wae a bachelor. In 
1811 ne moved to Sylvan Lake, Yo start a bust 
reas n thi new fown and there marieg Nee 
‘Fingstac and tney lator moved to Hay Lake 

Vlotor Bjigaara, another Norwegian 
bachelor fled on NE_ 27-40-25, uit 3 home 
and lived there until 121, when he sao moved 
Unt his passing. He married a Hodorark gi 
from Blackfald. Whine ves on the homos- 
tead ne nad ha sister, Mra. Minnie Pearson, a8 
housekeeper She had two ehiiren, Vitor and 

Nels Paulzon, aman rom Denmark ied on 
‘SW! 27-40-28 built a shack there and later 
‘moved o Sylvan Laken 1911, to una business. 

"dont believe he married and dont know what 
became of him. When Ms. Norah Stecle was 
teaching at Suneet school in 1813, she and hor 

































son, Paul, ived in Nels Paulzon's abandoned 
Shack soe Stephenson acquired the land 
mortgages on their homesteads ta nance ther 
Business ventures but Victor was the only one 
who was abe to pay and Koop hs. 

‘Tnore was amily by thename ot West who 
ted Victor's land fora couple of years. Mr. 
iene and Aiea. Emest married in Hines Crook 
whore he stil farms. rene marnied Leonard 
Bjomson, who homesteaded SW. 2-40-28 and 
Tied there fora while Before moving to Finse 
‘reok fo homestead. Leonard has passed away 
bot Ine stil lives there. Alice marie Gilmour 
Anderson and they homesteadad at Hoasey but 

In 3971 there was a chance to'go into bus 
ress in tha new town of Sylvan Lane and my 
{athor was tempted o get loan on is homes 
toad and try ft but Metners father, Casper Vi, 
talked them uta his nation, £9 they lvad an 
the homestead unt 1044, 

‘shause from lumber anda barn withthe bagest 
logs I had ever seen used in abullaing, Helived 
there fora while with i family and nen moved 
away. Ben daster, wih his wifeand family, ved 
fn this fam for some years. tmember his son, 
Laverne, with wom I played a ft. He spoke 
English and spoke Norwegian but we got long 
fine. Bon Jaser took a omestoad on the north 
fond of this townehip and lived there unt he 
fetres, John Ree bought the Lillevikand ence 
took down the lg barn and sawed hologs nto 

‘An Italian family. John Gora, his wie ang 
son, Simon, filed and built @ Rouse an the SE 
28:40-2'5 They were hard workers, good non 
fest neighbors buted not mix verymugh withthe 
fatly nomosteaders, a hoy were ory busy. He 
bit a bara right trough @ smal hill had an 
‘rth root and entrances at both ends, They 
took two Italian ehdren, Lycia and Etslo Ca 
trans, who attended Sunset school, Ole John 
Gora used to elim part way up Sunset Fil 
penofwnieh was ontisland, andhenacaplece 
Spinere whore he would st and look across is 
ome tothe ils beyond and what he pondered 
{hore was nis own sere. Perhapse was lone 
same lor Naly or just pondered over his own 
tmoughts The Gnaras had a sale and moved to 
South America. Joo Ging. aretumed solder 
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{rom world war one bought this land with Sole 
ler Settument Grant, cont to Montral for ns 
lay tend, married an valed a fe amy, 

Joe Parmentior acquired thoNW., 22-40.2-5 
and with his wie, Josephine, and ony son, Eu 
Gone, mage &suecesstul farm Josephine died 
‘2b0ut 7910 and Joe same year’ ater, ater leas 
Ing the farm and everything to Eugene, He 
{armed for many years, marred Mary Wine and 
Fed two enlaren. Alex Newton had this and or 
Yow years before selling to George Dawson, 

‘Ad Anderson ied on the SW. 22-40-2-5in 
the frat decade and brought up a big family. 
‘This land was passod on to Gordon Ancerson 
after hi fathers death ane i sone ofthe very 
few nomesteads sil farmed bythe same family 

George Potty. with his daughter, Let, 
lived on the NE 1640-25 and Loita iook het 
erly senooling at Sunset school. Martin and 
Snnio Skjonsberg Rad this land ater George 

‘SW. 16-40-25 was nomesteaded by 
ohn Farr who lived with his parents on the 
NW. 10-40-25. Johnny also RaateN 15-40 
28, 

Emil Wetterhad SW. 16-40-25, He maried 
Hulda Johanson and they moved 10 Syvan 
Lake, where he pasted away and where Molde 

nk Johanson, a Finnish minister, with is 
amity were the iret settlers on the SE 47-40. 

Ec Solberg Hed on the NE9-40-25 and 
‘moved in with his fami ftom Sieston, South 
Dakota. He sold out to his son, John in 192%, 
Wha later sol to Harry Solberg, This is one of 
the original lands farmed by the same family 

Christ Odberg, single, and from Norway 
fod on NW. 9m the early 1800's He marred 8 
‘widow with onedaughter butthe marrage didnt 
Ins. He later Sols his farm, moved to Red Deer 
and passed away in 1980. 

Frank Johnson, from Sweden, fled on the 
‘SW. and lived there unt his death He was 
ross boss for many year, 

Frodand Frank Peachey. two English bath 
ers, ved on the SE S0-a0-1-5 unt 1919 and 
then moved 10 8 C.|rememborFrankhad bald 
{growin onhistompe They Sought arigh-band 
Gri Ford now "to drive to B.C. where at that 
time the road laws were the samo ae In Groat 
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40.2.5 and ralsed thei family there. This lan 
‘was vory ily, s0 they milked @ lot of cows, 

Casper Vig movedin 190} tothe W 14-40 
2.5, coming from North Dakota, Ho had a big 
family who helped with farming sawing labor, 
‘grinding arin ar blackemithing, lage ame 
Bam 4872 was built and awell putin Itas 
‘perated by a windmill mounted on top ofthe 
‘bam. Casper ran slore in hs home forthe 

‘Oscar vig haa eS & 14, uitanouse ana 
raised hs tamiy ther. His ac had areture-fue 
Steam engine, which powered histhresring ma- 
{chine feed grinder and sawmill Oscar and Jon 
Vighaea Por Huron steam engineand threshor 

“John Vig nomesteaded the NE. 14. omar: 
‘isd Aima Johnson and they had two boys be 
fore ahe pasted away John rented dul the lan 
fnlsted inthe army inthe St world wer and 
Maivin, were raisedby tel granéparen, Mi 
Mee. Matin Jonson. 

remember Brady Palmer wnohad the NW. 
24, He sold to Mr Haars and moved to Ben: 
‘years. Hs 600, Evie, was a good ball playerand 

“The Olsen aml vecon the ofthe SW. 
24 hs. Olson marred Olger Johnson. who was 
8 great hunter and a goos horseman. 

‘bert Winters was also a early settler on 
tne NW. 27, Howas rom Germany ane wasvery 
reserved. | remembor him coming with 2 Ger 
‘man newspaper teling ofthe sinking ofthe T- 
fan. Dad was working in Calgary at he time, 
Unloading cos! ears and Gust Land helped vs 
‘ith the chores, Thsland now belongsto Salma 
Bergeson, Haakon having bought i rom Clar 

"fed Witten an English bachelor, had the 
NW 20. Heeventually mariedamailordr wie 
milked ots of ersey cowsand ater soi outand 
moved to a town in souteastorn Alberta 

‘Sidney Bracke lived on the SW 20.He was 
an Englanbacheloranga carpenter Me married 
8 lady ftom S.C. and they also miked many 
‘lersey cows, These cows wore acquteaby Ted 
land Slaney fram a setter from 8G, ML 
Nicholson He and hie family Ived on the NW 
24-49-35 but eole out and moves back to .C 

YPhave te mention Peter Christiansen an 
family who lived on the NW. 12-40-25. Ther 
fan was level, which | Iked, a8 my heme land 




















was hilly. Pee, as he was known, had a large 
Tamily who was taughttonelpathome aneatthe 
neighbors I especially ememper Ns. grain 
‘grinding uti wes a horse-powerea grinder, 
{king along tne to ging a load. Pete helped 
Christan upbringing 

Hans Skjonsberg and famiy lived on the 
NE 12. He noiped fo bull log buildings ane 
fis helped wth church work, The first turkeys 
ver saw were at ther farm, | remember Oscar 
Liineck on a matoreyele and Jule dohnsan on 
‘saddle horse, having arace trom Christian 
Sens to SkJansberge and the horse won 

‘The fist wedding | can remember was 
sout 1912, when Charles Use married Mary 
Henderson, schoo! teacher wasn the 
thesummenimeas Mary carriada huge bouquet 
Dl wild roses and leouldn® understand why he 
‘wag affected by te thors. Another thing hat 
Wias very curious 1o mo was a gramopnone 
‘owned by John Histad, which had ahuge horn 
find playedliac records, with he snging a Nor 
tnoglan. That wasthe'irst music overhear that 
{ia nat come from a viln or organ. Also John 
Fimeetandthemachinewtha black cot. as 
tola ne made pictures with this. Charles Unich 
hed 2 hoge (to me at Veast} gasotne-burming 
single cylinder engine, pulled by horses trom 
farm to farm fo grind Tee 

‘another engine | can remember was owned 
by Jack Anderson. Ths was an upright steam 
Doles whien developed seven horsepower for 
Srinding, Martin Jomraon operated his water 
ump witha norespower contraption usingone 
horae, Carper Vig ult a water feel, butt aia 
hot operate ashe didn't have enough wate 

Another original sotler who should bemer 
tioned was Wim Bale, who lived close to the 
Horseshoe ponds. Mrs. Galle had two 
Younger sister, Gwen, went to Sunset school 

Bailie served on the school board at one 

have lett out many dtais of present 
Before Now, many new modern ome with t= 
‘Soorfacitiesnave been bull. The crooked, cor- 
dloroyes, mu roads around his and sloughs 
fre replaced by good gravel ang paved reads. 
he phones which were installed in 18121018 











sro undergroune, Calgary Power is enjoyed ev 
frywhere and naturel gas and propane ate used 

“Thoae old pioneers who lived and laughed 
sat nardehips, sickness, ath and tribulations 
deserve aur deepest respect and olary. Let ut 
ot forget what they went trough for vs fo en 
Joy these good times. 


SURRATT, WILLIAM AND LULU 


My dad Wii (known to all a Bl) came 
to alberta and the Rainy Creek district in 942, 
He came from lowa to marry Lulu. Maude 
Burger who, with ner paronts Sam and Fanny 
Burger had-eome to thisdistrictin 1971 Bil an 
Lulu wore maried in 1912 and returned to Wa 
was born while they were ving there. They fe= 
settled on the Shirkey farm with the. Sem 
Burgers. was here my sister, Fern, wes born 

Intho spring of 1916 we movedto the Char 
lie Uren farm and Istarted sonoo! atthe Ste 
‘henson school. Westayed on thefarm unt the 
pring of 1020. While trere Dac bought is irs 
tar, 2 1917 Chev. Wl then moved tothe George 
Stephenson place in the spring and ives thers 
‘nt 1923, Tha land is now owned by the Lane 
SSE, TO-40-1-5, whieh waa south of Bentley and 
Fein and wants schoo therewith Mrs. soe 
teacher. We lvad on ana farmed! hs land fora 
total of forty-four yoars, and! cantinued on the 
farm attr the oath of my ag At thal tino, 
Mother moved of thaarm anc later marriea an 
‘ld family tend, Rev. IM McCune. Mother died 
ins Apr 390% 

a helped wih the digging of the base= 
ment ofthe Bentley Community hal, which In 
tary years housed the weaved Chautacque, 
He alo helpad wien the present brage was ut 
ver the river bythe Hopkin farm Dad was an 
‘orignal signee forthe Snaman Valley Assoc 
tion and-acirector forthe Cantral Alberta ay 
Poland was silin that poston atthe time ot 
his sudan passing in July, 1846. Hewas alsa a 
‘member ofthe Alberta Whest Poo 

In 7942  marrieg Ela Werth of Calgary anc 
we lives onthe home place and farmed it unt 
1967, when wo sld to Fred Peterson, 

Forn wats 80 marti in 1942 to Gordon 
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Matthias, who was teaching school in Bentley t 
tha time they met and he later aught for twenty 
fi years af the Rimboy High School. belng 
principal for 2 good many years. They are now 
rotred in BC 

Eland I had one son, il, named for his 
‘randad) He's married ane living with ti wie 
fn daughter in Anbotsford.&.C Wataokavery 
{ctive pat in all aspects of the community and 
farm programs. We nag our an dance orches 
tra "Bentley Imporals" and later Ella ad the 
tre as thay were sometimes called Ella was 
‘ery involved with he United Chureh, being oF 
(anlst here for many years and up unineme 
weleftBentey andmoved toVictria B.C inthe 
Spring of 197%, whore we ate stl lving 





‘SWANSON, BLANCHE AND FAMILY 
By Betty Cole 

Mother was born Blanche Hendersonin Au 
ust, 1897, in Kingevlle, Ontario. She moved 
with her parents, brothers and sisters to the 
Okotoks, Alberta sre in March, 1902, While 
caret fever which resuteginmastoidsana her 
complete lose of oaring, She received all her 
formal eaveation in the Parima and Okatoke 
public Schools, whore she was the only deat 
Eni Shewas awaysanavidreader and keptup 
‘on wnat was going by reading numerous news 
Dapers and magazines. Sho was always intr. 
steam handicrafts and. plats. Her older 
brothers and sisters feared the dovblo-hand 
Siphabet and taught It 1a Mom when she was a 
itiegr angitwaen't uni she met our dad ha 
she learned to talk on ane hand. She also ead 
Tips and spoke quite wel! 

‘She married Alexander D. (Sandy) Swan- 
son, who was a graduate ofthe Gallaudet Co 
fogs, Washington, D.C. in June. 1926. Dad's 
parents were nomesteaders in the Sprucevile 
Esti west of Lacombe, A tha ease on San 
‘y's own property inthe Sprucevile area would 
ote upfortwo years, they rentecafarm nthe 
{lakeside strict an their rat an, Rona, vat 
born in July 1927 In March 1929, hey movedto 
Sndy’s farm. one and a half miles south of 
Spruceuiie school. Gordon arrived in July of 
that year, Betly in May, 1891 and Bil in No 

Dad passed away In Api, 1949, ater a 
lengthy ness an as farm hap was neatly ime 
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possible to get during thase Works Wert days, 
fre were compelled ta eel the fam. Mather 
vrntog us alto get aigh soo! easton so 
Choosing anatner farm. Affe much searching, 
Morn deeded to buy the Everndon farm at Ber 
tiey, which nad been owned formerly by CF 
Dernron.and we moved tere in duly, 1982, The 
‘ld house, bul by Me Damon betore 1920, I 
Sui being lived in 

“The folowing years wore a stugale tna 
cia, nah al na fo Pip make a ng 
Tine of machinery towork with We did purchase 
ft guarter section of land noch east of Bartley 
‘utitwas mostly bush The boys gotafewacree 
Clearad and hada dandy exop coming on but it 
‘got hailed. We eventually sold that quarter to 
Bose Farrell It was often due othe kindness of 
the local merchants in axtonding credit hat we 
managed to getby Mather abwayekept‘aith ana 
‘Mould say “Something wil frm up" and I 
ways did.-Through the yoars several parcels of 
Tang trom the home quarter were sold and are 
how oeeupias by tho Senior Citzen's Apart 
Ins cing tk, Poekay ren anal 

"can remember many winter evenings an 
Sunday afternoons when our Rouse would be 
fullot young peop and wes play games, cards 
fr dance andsing” i you could cal that) to 
Petes" (eetty Peterson) piano paying oF the 
‘ld gramaphone, Mom was always happy to 
ve our frends there and when asked, would 
[ust laugh and say “The novse doesn Bother 

Fon was the fst of the family to get mar 
ried. He mariied Morris Helmen's daughter, 
Fem, Thoy haa two children = Karen, now it 
Toronto ane ian ne iemarieg, has one 39 
And tives in Ft Nelzon, B.C. lon and Ferm were 
Givorced and Ran later remarried ana ao ves 
in'Fl Nelson. He has done numerous tings 
‘atich include guiding, lumbering, working for 
‘oll companies ana farming 

Inthe cary 1950's, Gordon gavouptarming 
and went fo work for LAC. (now Continental 
Bank). He marries Cecile Roy, RIN. and thoy 
have three sons and a daughter. Gordon sil 
‘works with Continental Bank ane they Ive in 
Letnbcage, Alberts 

Baty taught schoo! in Blackie foe three ye 
areand two yeersin Okotoks - back fo the same 








Emo Gola farmer in tha Oxotoks citric and 
thy ave two eons, ane daughter ang a gran: 
daughter 

Bil he studious one, worked for imperial 
Cl then attended Uof A where he recelves his 
‘Masters degree in Metalurgieal Englnoering He 
later returned to University ang took dentsty 
He married Arlene Muraca (@.So in nursing) of 
‘ietakiwin an they nave nena acaughtc. 
Bill studies Orthodontics atthe Unversty of 
Washington in Seats and fs now a practising 
dnthadantist in Edmonton 

‘ition Gordon et the fa, Mom ented the 
land Ban Wacker, who farmed tap unt tas 
Sold in 1978, In 4970, Mom sod the nouse and 
{rounds o br MeKencrick an in November of 
{nat year she moved 1 an epartmertin Calgary 
We all worried about her moving othe cy as 
he ag always ived of farm, but sheadjusted 
tery well and soon made many fiends, She 
missed ner gareen but soon haa her patio co- 
vored wih boxes of flowers, which bloomed 
bundy. 

‘Due toil neath, Mom spant most of the 
winter of 1979 in and out of hospital Then In 
‘lune she gave up her apartment and moved to 
{Trinity Lodge, also n Calgary She passed away 
December 81, 97 and, as was her wish 
buried in the Okotoks ‘eomotery with other 
‘mombers ofthe Henderson family 

We alms Mom, She was a brave person 
witha keen sense of humor and a happy and 
Torward outlook on ie 








SWEETMAN, WILLIAM (BILL) & MARGARET 
(MAGGIE 
&y Ken and Ruth Sweetman 


Wiliam (Bil) Sweetman of Ish descent 
‘was borin Cabourg, Ontario, one of @famiy of 
Seven inthe year 1867, He was proud to say he 
tommenced working on te ralfoad for pay 
the age of five His work then was to patrol the 
‘alroad tracks andchaseaway cate Later. asa 
‘sown man, he mas stil working on therafoad 
onaructing the Kingston section. While work 
ingat Kingston home Margaret Ward Margaret 
twas bar in Kingston in 1888. She was one ota 
family of eight anda skllea seamstress. The two 
fetlin ove and were marred in 1899, They de 
Side to go west ang eaing this thelr honey 
‘moon moved to Tall, 8.6. Hore Bil worked In 
the smelter and soon was earning $4.00 a cay 











Which was a igh wage at nat time. Unfort 





ately, the smelter gradually damaged Bill's 
health and realzing this they decided t0 90 
farming in Alborta. For the next tee year Bil 
worked every day. Including Sundays, to make 
enough money to buy 8 farm. Margarets 
brother. Goorge Ward, was already theowner of 
A farmin Outlet district, north of Bentley 20%hy 
Secidedtogo there In3913,wihthirtwo enh 
fon, Kenneth. age 18, and ails, age. the 
‘mowed in with Goorge Ward. a widower wy 8 
tive yoar ols daughter, Marguerita, Margartin 
sisteg that any lane thoy Bought must. forthe 
enloren's sake, be close toa school. With tis 
inming, ill bought quarter section tram Al 
Dull AS soon as. possibie he arranged for 
Griese Marguerte to lve with ther and 
brought her up as their own. Unfortunately, 
Marguonte, a lovely well iked git contracted 
Band diod at the age of 21 in 1929, Shes 
buried in Calgary 

[Dad Swestman and Ken cleared the land 
and farmed succecsuly, Ken = a tue of po 
noo’ sons in those days doing aman's work at 
{he age of 19, The work was hard but looking 
back on they sty they enjoyeditandwouldo 

Transportation was a lumber wagon fo 
utter in winter The fst car an Overland Four, 
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Te cemage done fo Dad Swesimans 
Bellevillo and Margaret died there January 25, 
1505, att ago or 


tthe ist mambers of the "Get Together Cub 


Aileen stayed in Ontario, meta tascnating 
‘man and became Irs Ken Lovcks. She Nad 
Toarned sewing tom her mother ang became 
‘she worked until retirement. Most of that time 
she was President of the Hospital Worker's Un 
lon. Her husband ded October 5, 197. Aeon, 

















industy ane they heve two children, Ojay. born 
in 1972 and Natasha, bom in 1976. Alan hast 
trades, plumber and elactvcian anda presente 
‘working in ea Deer Asyetheis@bachelor and 
ving in his mobile home, whichis stated on 
the Ware quarter near the old house Built by 
George Ward 








SZASZ, LOUIS AND JEAN 
By Jean Szasz 

Louis Szasz was born of Hungarian parents 
In Docamber. 1003, n Transylvania, which Oe 
‘came part of Romania ator he war of 1914-8 
He immigrated 10 Canad in March, 7928, after 
‘where he worked on the railroad being built to 
Bantt The winter of 1928-28 e wen! to Montes! 
to say with an once ane worked buliding sew 
fer. Inthe spring of 1929 he came back to Ca 
ary and worked as ahotel water unt going to 
years and the chilen aught im tospesk Eng 
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lah, He enjoyed them a they ddn' laugh at is 
Sheepmen for Rupert Hulse, vino tame B80 
fetes three and a haf ries south of town, 

in ly, 897, laShaumavon, Sask tod 
workin Calgary. which ai nthe fal came to 
pend sometime with Wr. & Mrs, Chis Zimmer 
‘an, who was my mother’s cousin. My brother, 
Charis McNaught was working wits Louie for 
‘Me. Huistel and they needed help to cook tor 
threshers so! agreed to Nelp and that how | 
Back to Calgary forthe winterasmy mother was 
thn ving thee. returned to Bentiayinarch, 
4808. to work for Lous thes time ae he had 

Rupert Hulste! moved to Brooks, Alberta 
hero hada choose factory and later opened 
vegetable cannery 

in November, 1998, we had eed tie and 
lost the large cate bare, well as two small 
horse barns. There was no ftighting equip 
tment avaiable, as thre today, and we had n@ 

“iis ist winter Louie and fa 2,200 ms 
feegercatio and hogs, miked 25 cows and so 
parated the milk by Rand, and then caried the 
kim milk ta tne pigs 

aid the cooking, washing and mending for 
sil the extra men, wna ved inthe house a8 part 
‘tthe amily. The carpentersput up tne new cow 
barn in about six woeks and | cooked for hom 
too. I wae 4 beautiful fall Wo did not have 
teloghone unt 1941 and no electricity unt 
1940, wen we moved to our own fam. 

"We bought section of land from Ms. Ls 
cle Lansdell mila south of Bentley, which 
was Known as the Chowen farm. We fet out 
Shop behind wen we movedso Lous, withthe 
help of Domy Negy and Gay Lorency. nad no 
Ne Filta wil we wate centing his arm 

We nae four small etre while lving on 
the rented farm ana another child ater we 
‘more lamps and lanterns to takes cara of nd we 
milked only a few cows as wo sarod raising 
furebred Yorkshire hogs and had two proue 
tion sales, We boughta few ragictred Hereford 




















cows and a bul and fom these we aed a bl 
which turned aut fo be the Grand Champion at 
the 1957 Calgary Bul Sale. For many yeare we 
faised horses and sols tem every spring atthe 
UUscombs Horse Sale 

man and was a charter member of the Els 
lodge. We both cured in the winter. 

We ae one ofthe founding members of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Cathal churen which 
‘as bult in 1006, afer holding services inthe 
homes and tne Santleyraroad station waiting 

In 1966 Lovie'smother, aged 64 years, came 
‘out visit rom Romania, shewasine oniyane 
‘this family not ving thre. She stayed for ve 
‘months anda alot of "ste in rife such 
45 turing on tne water taps, ight swches, 
watching Tring in the ear and, of course, 
her onlyatplane rise, Shehadher sth birthday 
here 29 had her fret irthday cake, She was a 
{quest at Marilyn and Edgar's wedeing. which 

Wile we ved on te enter there ws 
‘acmalluiging besice the house, called te oe 
‘summer. In winter the men hauled blocks of ice 
{Gull Lake, with team and sleigh and the blocks. 

When our family began to arive | had a 
hived gr mestolthetmeandsthey gre older 











thay all became involved ins+H clubs sowe ook 


fn tive part nthe clubs. Lovie was a director 
the fist 44 Boo! Cis inthis area 
‘Ofourfamilyof our daughters an one son, 


Anne was born Seplomber 1939 and married 
‘nile Elsworth i 1860 enc they arm a mi 

fiavghter, eress, Lawrence, Samual and Aa- 
ron B0b (Raden was om August, 1040 anche 
tardied Marlene Long in 1965. They ive on the 
hom farm ana have a d2ughter and two cons, 
Karan, David and Darren. Jean wes bom Sep 
ember, 191, became an Nang married Nor 
tan Kanngleseer in 1970. They farm north of 
{Lacombe and their family of four daughters are 
denienne, Monique, Aicslle and Patrice. Chet= 
iene wat bom In danary. 1989 and mares 
Herbert Parkin 98. They lve in Earmonton 
there Horo i funeral director. Their family of 
Sete. Maryn was bom May, 1947, mare 
Edgar Kannglesser of Lacombe in 1967. They 
Tve in Lacombe wit tat family of thse sone 












































andadaughter, Chad, twins ScattandCraigand 
tna. Edgar farms with nis bother, Norman, 





Lue passes away sucdenly in October 
town, after B08 took over th fam 


SZOKE, MIKE AND GWEN 


Scoke and ie wit, Julia. was bor in Montreal 
fon January 27. 1827 At he age of seven months 
he eame with his parents tothe Sunset Hil cis 
tre ten miles west of Bentey, unt nemovesto 
the Vilage of Bentley n 1957 and owned and 
‘operate his own trucking business, 





On July 29, 1849 he married Gon Neal.the 
third caughter of John ena theta ny Nes The 
tnd Stantey. 

On July 1972 the family moved to High 
Loveland vd hare until moving Revelstoke, 
BG. in February, 1978, 

“Theiroldest daughter, Beverly. row ves in 
FanlerAlbota, wove se works for theBankot 
Montcal She fas one daughter, Amy Lyan. The 
Didest son. Allan liven in Taber, Abort, where 
fre lamanager of the 01 Well Shop, He has two 
tons, Mark and Adam. The second daughter, 
tinda,'mariod a farmer and they lve on tho 
family form at Geechy, Sask, and have the 
Sons, Wesly, Michael ana Emery. Stanley. the 
‘Joungost son, works nthe il els ands pres 
Eni working for an ot company in Libya, 
Pica 














SZOKE, MIKE AND JULIA 
By daughter Julia 

ad Szoke came to Montreal n May. 1924, 
tom Hungary and after working for one year he 
Sent for Mother to jin ein. ana thoy ved there 
tint 1827 In January of that year a son, Miko, 
‘vas born t0 them and that Yall they moved 
‘west to Bertley My folks has come to Canada 
twit another couple, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kur 
Tpit who went to the Rimbey strict but the 
Stokes sett in the Sunset Mil district. 

In November, 127. thy sent for ther other 
three eden, who had Boon left in Hungary 
Das's daughter. Peel and Moms chileren, Paul 
fad Jula, Paarl and Paul were oth seven yoars 
18 and I was five 

The folka moved on to farm owned by 
Julius Murvey, ho was Hungarian, and we all 
ayaa with them fora year The Murvey farms 
‘owned by the Pogacs now. While ina thore 
Bag workee' out on some farms, one baing the 
Henry Peterson farm soutn of Bentley. We had 
no means of transportation 30 Dad would walk 
early Monday moming some 1S miles 1 work, 
be there all wook and Saturday evening walk 
Rome tobe with his family. Aftorayear he was 
Able to purchase thetarmof Jahn L Robinson, 8 
{choo teacher who lator became an MLL. In 
the Alberta government 

[Agaughtor,Hoten, was born on August 18, 
1909 and a son, Tony, on Dacember 21,1385. 

Wierad otsollandtocesrand Dads health 
wes'tanle to domuch attertnatso Mother th 
Paul Pear and ula, wauld eat brus, pile and 
burn it Bad's coctora were Dr. Henry and 
breaking plow s0 Dad was able to walk behind 
land vs chilren picked roots and rocks a5 the 
farm as quite ily wih{ots of rocks. Someone 
Fad boos hired ta put he op in out because ot 
tots of rain the crop would go down and woul 
make a rope fom the grain straw 10 pul 
round eaeh bundle t0 hold In place. Then 
wwe. would stook the. bundles so the grain 
Wrould ory. Mama an the older enliven also 
put up the hay, We would get R cut. Paul 
Vrould rake it with the noraee into windrows 








































together with rope made a way of carrying the 
hay to the stack Paul on ane and and Pear on 
‘onto the stack and | was the stack maker. Dag 
Would stand back and tell me "Tramp good 
Iwenty-fve eggs under a nen and boy! she had 
went chicks othe Latkes or$1.00, Wollved a 
bbutno beet Dad also sho los of jackrabbis or 

Wortad one milk cow whieh the community 
from the neighbors and got is cow and gave t 

Nama was also very good at sewing old 
land we felt very proudotthem Iemember once 
Someans gave usa par ofhigh-tp laces laces 


‘boots and brother Paul wore them fo choo 
ne kids made fun of him but he didnt ear 


were from grades one eight end some cf out 
teachers were Jean Conore, Lyla Rose, Freda 
ld, Futh Craig, James Holdtch, Joy 


farm with son Mike and hiswife, en, and Paul 
several beautiful quits and is famous for hor 






































eldren, Barbara, Elsie, Maryn, Wan, LeRoy 
find Tommy. Alte chilean, withthe excoption 
‘of Tommy, are married and Paul and Eleanor 
“lia marred. Charles Dyflane Docomber 

15, 1999 and they Nave lived onthe home farm 
‘orth-west of Gil since that time. They Rave 
Coreen, who passed away on June 21, 1978 
Dwayne, Sharon, Kein and Dean. Margaret 
nirleg Bud Rabingon and was et widow with 
Sx chile, Brenda, Shane, Amy. Crystal, 
lance and Amber and they ive at Mara Lake, 
1G Philpmarces Bernie Gbapin andtheyhave 
two children, Quentin and Holly. Sylvia married 
Robert Clayton and they have & son, Dae, and 
Brian married Jamie Brown of Bently, They 
have three chilren,vames, Craig and Kasar 
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ra. Kon is marced to Shelly French and the 
hilten are Jody Lynn and Melanie. Melanie 
passed away Apel 14,7979, 

Mike Szoke married Gwen Nea! of Bentley 
and they have four children, Bowerle, Allan 
Unga ana Stanley, Mika and Gwen are'now 
ing in Revelstoke. 8. 

Helon went t0 Delhi, Ontsro and then to 
Brantford in May, 1848 and worked at Herding 
Carpet unt 1380 Norbert at yor se 
Tied there aver since. She has six chldron. 
Frank. Julian, Micheal, David, Roseann an 
Flicks, Helen was widowed in Februsry, 1978 

TTony marred June artesko and they hed 
fivo chiren, Judy, Steven, Lor, Gordon and 
Nicole June passed away suddenly May, 1978, 
Tony remarted in February, 1961 to Snilay 
(Nea) Tennant and they ive inthe Rocky Maur 
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TALSMA, JOHN 
3y donne Talsma 


“John Tama omigrated from Holand othe 
Bentley area in 1950 and worked for ohn Van 
Leeat, who owned the blacksmith and welding 
shop which Is now "Taismats Welding 

tar Jahn went to Res Doorn the alo 1250 and 
worked forthe late Jim MeRobbv. twas in Red 
Floge district and they wore marred in 195% 

Tr was in 1052 that Jonn Van Lest sod the 
biackemith shop to John Telsma and so, he 
‘moved back to Bentley. twas ere is ehilron 
Wore bom and raised, attended the Bentley 
Schools. and forfurthar eduestion, 19 Lacombe 
‘nd to NAIT and SAIT 

“The oldest Geral, wha fs martes to Jy 
Siratimen, and they live east of Lacombe on & 

‘Alberti the second son, marsied to Shirley 
DeJong ives in Bentey. ana iain the walging 
businoss with his father and one brother 

(Doug ls number tree and ts presantly on 
the farm with is uncle inthe Woody Noak die 
{neal sngiand ne nopes to, one dy. ave 

Sidney i number four, anche is alsin the 
business with his tether and Albert. He mar 
fied ta Arcie Shym¢ and ive in Bentley. 

Ato four bays, two gis were yet Born nto 
tne amy Marge. eit nes trast 
Hospital She also single 

“The youngest daughter and child of the 
famiy, Thelma leo vos in Edmonton, nd she 
|S married to Bil Woizenbach, 


TATLOGK, ARTHUR GUY FAMILY 
By Bernoll and Freda Tatlock 


In the summer of 1906 Art Tatioek, then 3 
bachelor, came 1 Ihe Bontoy else ram Ma 
Kansas, in search of land and’ put= 





ry 


hated the NE, 24-90-15 from Martin Ie, Art 
Sign stay a thal ime but settled here few 
Years [ater While here that summer ne helped 
withthe building of the elackfalds hotel A 

though ne was taking a teacher's course in Ma 
‘ypu, he turned to farming ard carpentry as 

(On February 26,1907 Arthur Guy Tatlock 
‘hero for about hwo year. 

In 1909 art and Myrtle moved to Canada 
{he land of promise, They came asf a= Black 
falds by tran and the rest of te journey west 
from Blacktaids was wih team and wagon 
luhion they Brought along with i teir other 
osseasions at that time, Atthe turn o he cen 
tury you ean wel imagine the condition ofthe 
road between Blacklaids and Durnam. On the 
blacktop. as we have now, you can makelt by 
ato tho old Tallock home. in sbaut fiteen 
Iinute, while in tose Gays the tip by horses 
4nd wagon would take hovrs. There was no 
omit ar protection from the weather nor & 
You oi arrive home. 

“Thoro was avery small og cei, pul be 









fore 1908, onthe 
fora couple of year ina small house on 
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adjoining quarter, whlch today is the Murray 
Peterson home quariee 
cultivation so. AM and Myra ike so many of 
their neighbors, had lang years of hard work 
head of thom, but this provides a happy and 
fruit ite which has bean lost by the marty 
providing the only means of transportation to 
Vist negnbora or going to Lacombe oF Black 
faids tor business reasons 

‘Some of ther first neighbors werethe John 
Bash tary. tne Cheis Zimmerman tery and 
Charie Stacie In 1914 ie Marin Retr ary 
teas added fo th list Kale (Reiter) Farol stil 

‘Gan you imagine eny young couple today 
walking vom Muay Petersone, pall on a, 0 
the Tatlook barn to mika cow in al kinds of 
weather, then get that pal of mil safety back 
tgain? Thisiswhat Anand Myrlohadto do unt 
4810 o7 191%, At that time Art built thelr now 
house on thelr land and ft ti stands In ai 
topair A new barn was uit 91839 and it stil 

In May, 1912, while Myrtle was visting her 
parents in Kansas, Borne! Arthat thee first 
hile, was born. Since thon Berl nas lve his 














twhole ite in the Durham ares, where: he a 
ended Durham school, being taught by Mr 
Wight, Mes Eleanor Gil and Mrs. G. Farowal 


‘Bernall can remember hs folks fling of 














inthe morning, Arton a saddle pony. drove the 
Calle out ot the yar on the lng tp to Black 
falds here he boardes th caboose on the train 
tnd could ride free because ot his caroad of 
tutte. Calgary was the destination. Afar an 
erigt sty an epanding on hen he ca 
the stable Keeper and ide home, usually ar 
Ing late inthe evening 

nen gs were to be mart Bera 
{acombe in Mrs. Blowam’s democrat. Mis, 
BBoxam livd on the farm presently owned by 
Ralph Tatloce. When the ladies wont they 
‘Stopped fa vist and non witha lady who hada 
feannoute about four miles west of Lacombe 
firs Giberson Bernell was heardto say hele 
togo to Lacombe with his dad because they ate 
atthe Ghinaman's Berl was oni four ove 
at that time and sald he woulda asleep on the 
1940, working with his parents and twa brothers, 
Vere and Ralph. In 1890 he married Freda Else 
‘Worn of Calgary and they have three sons. 

Fay Tatlock the only davahter of Art and) 
Myra; arrived Dscomber 31, 1016. Sho at 
Bentioy for part of her high acho, finishing 
‘rade twaivain Rod Deer. She attoncod Normal 
Schoo! in Calgary and taught Aspoluna school 
for several years before going to Calfomla 
Hore she took business coursoand workedtor 





some time in the office of the Borden Mik Co, 
While working here she met Wes Stephenson, 
who was in the American forces at the tine 
‘They were married inthe States and afer the 
war went to lve st Holden, Utah where Wess 
family ves. They hada family of two girs and 
four boys, the youngest ot which pasced away 
835 the result ofa car accident in 9976, shortly 
after ner graduation. 

‘Vere was born July 22, 1919. He never mar 
‘ied an stil lives and works inthe area 

(OnMarch 17,"Theday ofthe sh Artand 
Myntic had thar oun cnlabration win hear ival 
(of Ralph. the youngest sen. Ralph and famiy 
tive othe Bentley-Syvan Lake Highway, kity- 
Corner tothe Murray Peterson home and they 
have two deughters an two sone, 

‘An and. Myre coleerted thelr Golden 
‘Wedding Anniversary on February 2, 1867. & 
inner for he amily an close Iionde was hela 
{atthe Ralph Tatlock home andthe open Mowe 
alebrations in he evening wore hosted by Mike 
{and Shiney Peterson atthe Petron home 

A passed away in early Septombor 1958, 
two wosks before hs eighteth bithay and 
Myra passec away in March of 1960, 

‘Mane (Zimmerman) Spycher, 69 years ot 
age in May, 1981 and Katie (Reiter) Farce), 68m 
‘November. 1980, are the ony surviving neigh 
bors ofthe real eary days 











TAYLOR, 8. AND FAMILY 


‘The Taylors arrived at Bentiay from Rom- 
sy, England in Octobor 1904. The family as 
Comprised of John 8. Taylor, his wife, Minne 
Elzabeth daughters, Dore and Constance and 
ns, Geatlay and John, Jr. Gotroy, the ald 
fest inthe family, was TO years ai Dons 4. Con 
fia ana was § months 

My fatherhad bult anotetin Bentley, which 
was quite lage fora sal vilage about eight 
fen #0 twenty rooms, | an remember €or 
Feet. with a ground floor and two storeys 
Shove. It was called the Alexandra Hote! and 
§ood on the N-E-comer ofthe main steel and 
the road generally used then fo goto Rimboy. 
Niven Feed Bar, 
Bentloy a5 far as our family s concerned be- 
‘use, altnough wetted to operate the hotel for 
2 couplo of yoars having no experience and not 








sul 


having installed aba, twas prety toughgaing 
Father ooing a song tmperanice man asth- 
dist local preacher) would have no liquor on 
the placa so we rentod the Rotel and moveo to 
Edmonton and then farther north, where. we 
vod from 1906 ta October 1913. Wien we re 
{ured in 1813 | was almost 10 years ad thon, 
8 rec brick Methodist church ~ along with ther 
business buildings. My father nad been ap. 
pointes a-horseback” missionary forthe Home 
Fission Boara ot the Mathodit church while we 
wore in Edmonton ana sored the aaa a Man- 
la, which is sbout whore Barrhead ts locate 

Back in Bentley n 1913 wo operated the 
hotel again fora period of 9 years unt 1918 
During that ime my Tather's Nett aed com- 
pletely and ne cles of cancer February 20,1916, 

‘itor the arto the worlawarin 1314 many 
things happened to crange the face of things 
fand Bentley saw mary young men enlist ard 
‘many not return. My brother, Geotrey. dlant 
tenis unt after February of 1916, duo to my 
mother, whose health was not too rugged, Gat 
frey was a prisoner of wan Germany but ame 

Ttisaificut to vecal things that happened 
in Bentley trom 19%S to 1978 bt Ido remember 
the big fe in 1956, wnicn wiped out mos al 
the southside of main stest.ncluging Damron 
hotel Bich blacksmith shop and probably 
‘urote! would ave gone as well Ast was, 
weil remember al our windows facing south 

must mention one incident which oc: 
curred in Bentey at Hallowe'en lime in 1315 or 
1916. Ii never forgot tas |was the motating 
force inthe trek" played. Or and Mis. Baker 
‘porated a drug sore onthe corner aided in 
tho back and kept ie pigs ina pon atthe back of 
the lot. This Hallowe'en our gang of boys had 
done altho usual treks eo about 10 300F11.00| 
Suggested we go round tothe Bakers and et the 
bigs Out = Mrs Baker was very proud ofthese 
Young porkers! So away we want -"Jud” Ger~ 
fea, Bud ang Dick Darran, Glenn Wiliams and 
Several others and we let ut the fve lasted 
igs. Wel, you never saw five pigs that wanted 
ut ess nan they id. Anyway, we got them out 
‘ofthe pen and thoy wantin fe diferent dee 
Tons And that was the end of Hallowe'en for 
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another year -or was it? Whan nally got home, 
and sai "Jack -some tad boysnavelet out Mrs, 
Bakers ig and want you to gt up and sei 
right a they were sl in Hive sifforent dec 

‘iter father died in 1916, Mother found it 
Impossible un thehotel and Doris ag setner 
heart on being a nurse ang Connie wanted to 
fake a business course so the motel was sola in 
Septomber, 1918 and we le or British Colum 
bia in October, azrvng in Victoria a montn be 
fore the Armistice was signed Geortrey was 
‘overseas now, and he had become engaged 
to Jean Miler before leaving for he ont. Doris 
wes accepted as a nurse-Inctraining in Victoria 
‘She wasn table to take her training n Alberta 
Dscause of ner academic standing. 

otter Taylor dea in 1955 at he age of 87 
plus. Geottey died in T964, at tne age of 68 and 
feaves his widow. Jean, in Edmonton. Father, 
Motner and Gootirey areal buried inthe Bon 
tley Cemetery. Constanes Sweeney (Con 
niet Taylor, dled in 1977 ands buried In Sak 
hich, 8. (near Vieora), Doris (Taye) Wilson 
has just celebrates her 800 day, = alive 
fn wall and lives with her nusband. Sycnay. 
[ust a few blocks trom me in Vancouver! am 
how past 76 years, i excelent noah and ive 
tnth Marguerte, my mio, in Keriséale, Var 
Couvor. Forte record: Geotrey Taylor retired 
from the University of Albertaatter thy to forty 
{oats of service, many of them as Registrar He 
{nd Joan had four elcren al alive an wel 

Dore (Taylor! Wilson had an envio re 
card at 8 nurse, married Syaney Wilson -hadS 
‘hilren doing wel 

Connie (Taylor) Sweeney was_maried 
ia builder and contractor in Sasnien, B.C. and 
‘doing wel 

ack Taylor retired trom Shel Ol Canada 
ninetzen years ago and ean hiswifehave two 
Chileren, bath doing wel 

(Doris Wilson and Jack Taylor both eal 
brato ito years of marriage ths year 




















THAROU, TONY AND GRACE, WITH DEI 
[AND KATHY 
By Grace Tharou 


Grace i the daughter of Harry and Ena 








Hansen and she was born ip Beatley. Grace 
ftlonded Gull Lake, Bentley, ané Red Door 
Senool. fishing her education at a College in 
Calgary. She then worked In Red Deer for 2 
short time and then suporvises Gull Lake 

“Tony was born in Gastor, Alberta ut lived 
near Bulwark He lok is schooling nacountry 
choo! near Bulseark and fished highschool t 
Castor. Alter graduting ne servod in the Navy 
fora year, He spent a few mantns withthe Ca 
fury Police Fores batore taking a postion with 
the Alberta Pacitic Grain Company, Tony took 
ver the Bentiy slovator when Mr Bil Pringle 
retired 

‘Grace and Tony wore maried in Bentley 
and ved there unt 1960. Both daughters, Deb 
bie and Kathy were bor there betorethe arly 
‘moved to Lacombe, where Tony ana Grace stil 

‘A: he present time Tony manages the Cr. 
all Pantin Lacombe ana Grace works forthe 
Sbarta Hai and Crop Insurance Corporation 

‘ter finishing her high choo! in Lacombe 
Debbie attended the Red Deer College ands 
presently atthe University of Alberta, where she 
Feceives her Bechelor of Science Segre inthe 
Spring of 798% She and her husband, Neal are 
ivan in Edmonton, where Neal's employed 
with Cossco 

kathy went inta the field of ursing, obtain 
ing her RN, trom the Unversity Hosp! in Ee 
‘monton. Following this she entered. the 
University of Alberts, graduating with @ Bacho 
Tor of Edvestion degree, Sve and her Musa 
‘lan lve on acreage neat Devon They are both 
fmplayed in Edmonton Allan with imperal Ol, 
fand Kathy with St. Kevin's Schoo! 


THEVENAZ, MAURICE AND BERTHE 

Maurice and Bertne Thevenaz emigrated 
from Switzerland in 1919 and 1914 spectively 
Upon Bethe’ arrival they weremarrieg on Apri 
Bin Red Deer, by the Rev, Brown, then went to 
‘yuan Lake where they stayed withthe Caries 
‘Guendet family fr a year Mrs, Cuendet was a 
oi aur prefered picking rocks to picking 
ots 30 naalured tothe prairie gion South 
oe ey returned to Syvan Lake In 1934 with 
their son, Miche, staying at the John Tanch 
farm forthe summer, Inthe fl thay movod 10 








the Teasdale farm, the original Armeneau no- 
mmestead. George Razr wae the last farmer 
wer. During the twelve years ther, they wre 
Setive in community affairs, ethnic ang onureh 
Slass” curler and. also loved playing cards 
ellcacies.n 1946 they moved toa tarmnorthol 
—Wlenel (ith) enjoyed swrmming snd pare 
ticpates in whatever sports were evalable at 
that ime, He attended Norma and Sylvan Lake 
chao! He followed his parents to ne Rainy 
Crock district where he maried Jean MoPhee 
in 1953. n time three sons, Davi, Maurice and 
Charis bless ther home 

Mitch now works at Lacombe with Agric 
ture Ganada and Jean nurses at the Fimbey 
[unary Hospital Charles died aceisentally in 
1969. Maurice, who ls in charge of the fay 
farm, salsa licensed embaimer and Davidhas 
5 natural ferlier business in Calgary. 





THOMAS, CARL 
By Leona G. Solberg (nse Saint) 





(Cat L. Thomas was born in Ontario, A 
spending most of hs childnoas there he de 
ide to become ecventurous and both he an 
the treasures of gale 

Some years lator they came back to the 
Looehart asrct where they purchased steam 
‘of oxen Later they trad those in forahorseto 
{acm the hard land 

In his later years, Cat got maried to agit 
‘who ned north of Baniey. Hernamewas Mabie 
Elsworth and she was fhe daughter of Me and 
re Jobn Elleworth. Atar a few years of mar= 
Tage, Car and Mabe tok hersstors ile gi 
ona Saint, to rtge as ono of their own. The 
‘Thomasos hag two sons of feir own in ater Ife 
And both of the boys, John and Tom, later e 
Seed in British Colombia, 
aged 19 steal her heat away. Hie name was 
‘Arthur Solberg and they were married in 199419, 
Eamonton. They farmed for afew years and 
Tater lft forthe coast and ved in Prince Rupert 
fad Vietoria for number of years. Whe ving 

Some time Isler they moved back to Sen: 
ley, where three girs and. another son were 
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THOMAS, THOMAS W. AND CARL 
By Eimer Calkins 

came from Ontano attr the passing of Mis 
‘Thomas. Tom and ni son Cart, headed forthe 
898 gold rush but didnt do too wel at gold 
bought four oxen and helped to clear Hastings 
1 1905 they came tothe Cakine Valley ai 

fit o take up homesteads. Tom Ned on the 
Se 2:81-9-5and Gar on the north-east quarter 
‘olthesame section The buildings were made 
Dt logs. Balm tees wore used instead of spruce 
tnd tne logs were not peeled of mark. The four 
‘xen were sed for clearing and breaking the 
ignd ana they had a loam of driving horses for 
their tips 0 town for supple a thirtaen anda 
hai mile wip to Gentiey, which took all day 
In 1910Carlbuitasinroom mouse, adcing 
etch later This was just north ofthe 109 
bullaings, win a roadway running between, 














on 


Us making a shortcut othe neighbors tothe 

Tn 1912 Can married Mabel eitswort, 
‘youngest daughter of John ng Saran Elsworth 
arts father ved with them unt his pasing in 
Ai 184 tha age of ve, Das Troms 
fra, was a respected and good neighbor and 
fvaya ha the good ofthe community in min 

in 3014 the four oxen were traded for 

"A water well was dil about 1916. to a 
depth of ane hundred andy feet-t00 doen to 
pump by hand, so Cat! bought a Gould and 
Shapley 2h.p-engine, pumping tne water othe 
house By an overhead piae toa 150 gallon tank 
located in the comer ofthe kitchen < hus Being 
tho ft to have waterin the house 

Cart bought his fret car whicn was an Over- 

‘iho Thomases loved children ana before 
$916, after Beulah lett, Leona Saint came to 
ive. with them until hor marrage in 1934 
she felt sorry for another pupil and was giving 
nim a ride home om school. When Uncle 
Gant found out iti gt ad to walk the four 
miles to schoo for a weok 

art was slays making something fr tit- 
tie boys, suchas @ bob sleigh or a coat, Rood 
tnd mits rom 8 buffalo coat, which was sewn 
on anew White sewing machine. His aun 
from Ontario was aivays soncing him gi 
done of which was a music box with a big stes| 
jm were bom t9 Carl and Mabel. The boys 
both Ine in B.C, are maried end have their 
alley Threshing Company, a heiping hand 
‘oneravar needes, He passed away In 1982. at 
the age of fity-twee Mabel stayed on the 
farm for & few yoars, in Hope B.C, whore she 

















(THOMPSON), ANNIE VICTORIA SKELTON 


‘Annie, the third chil of Mr. & Mrs. GWM. 
‘Thompson was born in Englané on December 








0,197, and arivedin Canada wih the Thome 
don family in 1901, She was named "Annie for 
‘vas born during the 60! relgning anniversary 
of Englands Beloved Queen Vitor 

‘nie took ner schooling fom Grades 1 to 
training at the Lacombe Nelson School and 
par tthe old Castle High School in Fed Deer. 
Calgary Collegiate anc taught seroot unt the 
Year 1845 when she was unites mariage with 
‘ther Joseph Skelton of Delia, Alberta. They 
lived in Hythe, Alberta for three years betore 
lacating on Arts family homestead at Delia 
Red Deer and their daughter Patricia lives at 
Syivan Lake 

‘itor leaving Delia, they farmed for some 
Inthe Cakeside District ast of Lacombe When 
thi land was sold hey Bought and managed an 
faparment house In Fed Deer, and 1a. 1967 
moved to Kelowna, 8.C, where they enjoyed 
their smal home near Okanagan Lake end the 
‘cause of Art's fling health He passed away in 

‘ince the death of her husband, Annie has 
resided in the Parkland Garden Apartments on 
thenorthilloutot Red Deer-Shebowls with he 
Senior Cizens at the Red Deer Bowisdrome 

in 1960 Annie was the reipiont of a sve 
bf Alberta in connection withthe provinco's 75th 














THOMPSON, FRANK L 





| was born at Rainy Creek in 1907 and re 
‘eived my esucation at tne Carr Sehoo. In 
1824-25 | took a course ana eceived my cer 

have resided in Red Dest since 1997 and 
was ownersmanager of Thompson's Welding 
Shop auto supply - car lot and garage, 

(On June 9, 1899 mariag Marie Ar of Rec 
Deer and we nave two ehiliran Gary and Mary 
Gayle, who are both married ang Wing in ed 











suite Sonny View Apart 
rents in 1950 and menaged it for tan years. 
Tn conjunction with the Reo Deer opera 
ons we bought the Henry Stone farm in any 
Greek in 1949 and sold t to GA. Wallace 
sianuary, 1962, In dune of that year we bought 
te Isaacson Bros, section of land on No. 11 
highway south of Eckvila, We lendseapod the 
Yat planted awn and tres an twas known as 
Bonny View Farms, We produced fl of sod 
gral thete aid sole the farm afer ten years We 
Fecelved mucn praise for our eons rom ends 
very good ie, 


‘most happy, interesting and 


THOMPSON, GEORGE WILLIAMMONTAGUE 
MARTHA HARRIET [HARIS) 
By Sianey Haris Thompson 


‘aes ade in England was cabinet making, 
ton decorates with beaut nays of dite 
business, taking pictures and doing his own de 
Yoloping and printing from glass sides, which 
‘dressmaking shop andiiater was employed there 
Lintner marrage ta Dagon December 78, 182 
Mother's home town was Worksop and Dad's 
was Sheets, about 15 miles trom Worksop 
They lved in Worksop unt they sailed in TD) 
from Liverpool for Canada ~ advertised bs 2 
Land a Promise 

“They ft in England a very saa. Grand: 
mother, Mary Hari, wo was a the Liverpool 
hher youngest daughter, Martha, ang the four 
Ile grandenitren = Nalle, Grace, Anne and 
Reg and said an parting“ wil never ee you 
again” As Mother was not abe to return to 
land unt the year 196, Grandma's previton 
‘came tue, as she passed away in 1915. The 




















tamiy als lettin England Aunts Nellie and An 
fe Haris, Aunts Lily and Lucy Thompson and 
Uncles Edward and John Har 

‘Onarivalin Canada thotamiyve 
st Marie, Ontario, and Oa tut 2 small 
‘on the shore of ake Su 
house was being bul, the family ved a wel 












Cleaned brick ban. They haditlein the way of 
furniture and only afew easures brought 
England. During te winters of 100% and 1902 
Dad worked at Fernie. and inthe spring of 
1300 sold the ite house t Sault St Maro and 
the family travelled to Ree Deer by rail 
meals could be cooked by the traveling rarilios 
ary inthe spring ot 1904 Dad andy elder 




















29-1 to bul the house ater digging thee 
lar out of the clay coi mith an sdze and shovel 
The clay from the esllar was pled up ana iatr 
had taken in washing, done by nena, n Sault St 
Marlo, and id janitor workin a Red Oserchureh 
tohelp with providing Torte family. Maria was 
born in Red Deer in 1802 and Sidney in 1004, 20 
thon Dad ana Mother let ed Deer forthe ho: 
fn September of 1804 they bad aay 
fst day they traveled the approx 
‘mate 25 miles na nigh-wheeled wagon, packed 
thitn most ofthertumituresnd food supplies 9 
faras arne Thomas gam s place on thenorh 
‘hore of Sylvan Lake. Here thoy spent the fst 
night tore gain on oth hom 
ur new nome, Dad went fo BC. to find work as 






























Ghickens had been brought from Red Deer 2 
few black Minoress and tome white leghorns 
tha leghorns being very nervausar tight ile 
hang. These wera housed ina frame shack co 
‘erea with tar paper Wehad naam untl year 
later No horse unt we gat apony by rename 
‘of Neti 1007, This pony was very necessary 
for Nee to ride when herding the fer cows 
tihich wandered far and wie for grazing a= 
would be equipped with a cow bell ana Nelo 
trovldride to whore she tought he cows might 
bean histones or the tinkle oat beta guise 
hee Often times the livestock of othe farmers 
Separate them. Without the riding pony was 

‘During the tat couple! years Mother, wth 
water from a large spring on the John Siecle 
farm, 1!» miles narth ofthe homestead an in 
thawinterime meltessnow fora suppiyof water 
‘thar than drinking water. Inthe summertime, 
the clathes for washing were carried to the 
‘rood fie anda motl wach tub and washboare 
tor doing the laundry by hand. and B99 of 
‘rte tent Tor crying. Some weve spread onthe 
(grass to dy, Aplene lunch was a necessity 28 
‘his was an all-day job, When the clothes were 
ty, they were folded and carried back 10 the 
Fouise, usualy in the wash tub with along sick 
th could shere the burden ofthe phil journey 
Deck. It wae a ralet when a well was finaly 
Girlled on the frm providing ood arnking wae 











si7 
ter for family and animals and this method of 
doing the laondry could be discontinued 

We had faw books to read until 3 frend of 
bac’ = Charla Fwkas attr visita our house 
font us sbaut $100.00 worth of beautiful Books 
fom 2 Toronto Publishing house. Mr. & tre 
Young, wine lived further west fan our farm, 
had eute a iorary, and wit that and the book 
ftom the schoo brary aur reading needs wore 
fine many songs and bits fom opera, 80 We 
Tearned a lot when coat oil was scarce. With no 
Tight we sat around the wood burning siove th 
some light om the open grate of the cook 
ihe baby. ea was te only warm place during 
the irtwiners. Wesang alottogether, siting in 
the dark, Mother taking the second part. We got 
‘an organ later on ~ a chapel organ Sherlock 
Manning and annad pay hyn, Wa 
‘the Bigam family, the Dane family the McKee 
{amity mesting atthe dierent homes in ure 
Nr John Dane was. Superintendent and Mrs 
Dane taught us nas from the Canagian Hym 
ral Moody Sankey. Inlateryears ohnsimas eve 
Supper and a Christmas tree became an ann 
fair with te same neighbors ang Mr & Rs, 
CCharie Thomson joining into listen 1 he Ea 
‘on gramapnone which Ga bought for us. THs 
eater. Th stoves were placed near together in 
the cane of he ane-arge room downstais.12 

‘Dad was away much of the time working at 
Springs Hote and was given the ob ofnstaling 
ttt other carpenters ared to try working at 
uch a night He alse helped in the ouling of 
Royal Hawaiian. Even today this hotel iin fine 
shape. Years were spent working on the Cable 
Ship. Restore union ravoll theses ropa 
broken cable, ae cable mas the only method of 
‘The Gable Ship, Restorer, may stil be seen in 
Esquimalt Harbour, Vitoria, BC 

‘ne winter moening Mother went tot 























518 


land found the cow had slippes on some ice in 
wyaag fi ada he arom 
nu by Repo Saye nas 
this venture was discontinued. 

‘day School, and also was treasurer forthe Rainy 
inf ed ea we rae he 
hhome at different times to help. 
ought Wa sess hry meso 
poor crops and low prices, 30 Reg lett the farm 
































fociged to return to nis oi 09 onthe Cable 
Shp, Restorer, Victoria. LC. Sié took over the 
responsibilty of paying the remaining debt on 
the quartar through the Soldier Settlement 

Iter Sid's martiage to Olga Lindman in 
1044, a email comfortable house was bul for 
Edmonton, Lacombe Red Dee, Dela and occa 
‘sonaly in Vancouver with each of her fe 
Snughter 

‘Dad spent most of nis last years in Van- 
couner, passing way atte age oF 90 years, nd 
‘ras buried in @ Vancouver eametery with mi 

Mother passed eway in Alberta - the fand 
she loved atthe age of 84 yearsand wasburiog 


‘THOMPSON, JAMES 

Me. and Mrs, James H. Thompson anther 
two sone, Paul and Gerad, camo tothe Beriley 
freon 1820, when James tok over the UGG 
levator. Thay had migrates from Des Moines, 
towa, in 1917, coming tothe Penna ares. He 
later became Secretary ofthe Sinaman Valay 
Co-operative n Boney an in 1927 the family 
moved to Tofeld. Ther daughter. Wene was 
Born in Bertloy in 1822 

oth ofthe boys attended school in Bentley 
and Mr Colitis was oneor he principals during 
that time. They have many happy memories of 
{heir schooldays. there. Tho. family were 
members of the Methodist Church, and Dr 

Paul joined the sta of he Banko! Montoat 
In Toteidandraturned to Bemtoyfortemporary 
‘elit duty in August, 1895 

“James Thompson died in Bruce, Alberta 
1823 and Gerald died in Vietona, 8.C In 1979. 
trene passed aay in San Antonia, Texas in 
1973, 

‘Mrs, Thompson reside inthe Salem Manor 
Nursing Home in Eamanton ane Paul lives in 
North Vancouver, 8.C 





(THOMPSON), LILY GRACE BRANTER 
By Marie Jonnston 


(Grace was the second daughter born to Me 
& Mrs. WM. Thompson in Worksop, England, 

















in November of 195, and came to Canade with 
1907 an then with the tary when thy ltt 
Feu Deor forthe homestesg int Rainy Crook 
istrict n 1804 Her schooling was athe Cart 


‘course at the Garoutts Business Gollogein Cal 
"Grace was employed ata Calgary bank tors 





couple of years before leaving lor Vancouver 
and in 134 married Robert Branter of Van 
‘ouver. They had one son, Jimi. 








‘tar gin Powe vero some tire 
they retumed Yo Westminster ana '8urnaby 





frmy for some years and simmie inthe Navy 
Robert passed away in 1879, Grace con 
tinues to resige inthe Rome in Bumaby 


THOMPSON), MARIE ALBERTA JOHNSTON 


inthe year 1902, on April24, ith ena was 
bom tol & Mrs. GWM. Thompson and was 








Ing to Enaland as 2000 a5 they war 
tle to do 80, 

Mate took her senooting from Grades 110 
vital tho Carri School. end Grages VII to Xiat 
he Red Deer Elementary and the Castle High 
School, being awarded 2 iver medal in Gra 
proticiency during the school year. She then 
Business Coliage, Calgary. and was employed 
in Calgary by the California Prt Growers Ex 
Change and the Pat Burns Frat Department ur 
tither mariage to Tom Johnston of Shlburme, 
the spring of 1989, Tom beingempiayedoy Kir 
bene Meal Packers, and Mare employed as se 
rotary to a brokerage concern for two years 
tomobile Association. During the great depres. 
‘Son. commencing in 1928, they returned to 
‘erta and purchased the MePrerson farm 
‘orthwest of Bentley and farmed here untthey 


try of 1951 and Tom employed there algo i 


of Lacombe No. 14 in 1960 then the Schoo 
Bivision bacame part of the County 











‘Tom was a charter member ofthe 8 
tis Loage No. 819 while farming near Bentley 
agian Legion curing the yeats (9 La 








syed curing, fishing and baseball 
Both he and Mari curled ia Bentley until mov 
ing to Lacombe Mario wasinterestodin garden 
ing. being a member of the Bentley Garden 
Chub. In Lacombe she was abieto study ar asa 
hd in 1965 was awarded a Scholarship for sr 
work thd now epends sparetime teaching artto 
the Senlor Ctizansoftne Lacombe Kozy Korner 
Community Gente. 

For some ears onthe farm, Tom and Maro 
had with them Ronald and Eleanor, young son 
find daughter of Marie's brother, Reg Thom 
Son. Ronald now lves in Washington State 
fad Eleanor in Toxas, 

‘Tom passes away in 1971 

In 1360, Mare was he prous ec 
Gold Modalion trom the Govt. oft 




















ralbrtain connection with tne Provnce’s 751% 


(THOMPSON), NELLIE GOROON 
Nelle (Nin) was the iet-born inthe GWM. 
“Thompson fami in te year 1893 In Workso 
England: and came to Canada with her parents 
ve -Grace, Annie an brother Reg In 
ie family setlea in Red Deer she 
the nomestead in the Rainy Crock Distt and 
the linished her elementary schooling at the 
Sart Scho! and tack her high noo tralning 
ft the Calgary Collegiate. In order to attend 
Schoolin Calgary she worked forher board wi 
2S tamity who had threo small gis, and she 
Saylor attending Normal School at Camrose, 
Neti taught incitorent Alb 
bye before taking a Home Econom 
Goclpn, Ontario, inishing this cou 
work: musicand at In July of 1859 she mariog 
SJoung boys. Thom preached in many diferent 





















st Olds, 











Nelle was an active helper by playing he organ 
forthe sereces and, when equied. eaching = 
Sunday School cass. They were pest in Ca: 
Ber carly remot rom the ministy was 
because of Hom’ heath and they located in 
omonton, Nelle was active in Red Cross work 
Ective members ofthe Avonmore Untles Church 
iin Edmonton where Nelle tained the Junior 
Choir or many yee. Thom spent many Nappy 
Soars alter rettement tencing his tamer and 
Xegetale gtrden and growing beautiful house 

Following Thoms dathin 1967, Nelie sold 
tne nome n Esmonton ang moved to Red Dee 
iso taught Engishtonewiyarrved Chinesein 
Fed Deer sotney could better tdjusttothelrnew 
Ie in alberta 

Nalle passed away in Novernber of 1971 
and was burod inthe Gordon family cemetery 
Plot in Edmonton, She wilea that her plano be 
onto te Ped Deer Gast Une Crue 














THOMPSON, NORMAN SIONEY 


| arrived In the Rainy Greek dat in he 
{allot 1038, with my parents Mr & Mrs, Reginals 
Thompson trom Dutra, Michigan. After being 
hard pressea bythe daprasson in Detoit. Dac 
found it gratifying to return fo his chichoos 
Gistret where a Iwing of the land was more 
fesided until my mothers death in 1036. The 
‘sth Grenama Thomazon & Uncle Sic on the 

My orther Frank and lattonded he Cart 
sehaol up 10 grade nin, ana if my memory is 
orrect four students wees the maximum iy 
‘rade, and often only two. So today Leantall my 
‘wn children that my clas standing was aways 
inthe top four In 18 tha boarde wore ergo 
‘on my mind, Entertainment in hose years was 
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Foster Howitts “Hockey Night in Canada’ and 
the schoo boys versus the Bar Cat, who con 
fisted of the Old Men ofthe strict am sure 
the minds of many of us. 

in December of 1848! married Pegay Vio 
‘eaughter of Oscar ang Mary Vig, In 1950 we 
purchased the Oscar Vig nomattead west of 
Bentioy, where Peggy was born ana raisod. We 
lived on this farm for ix years, than sold ito 
thck and Ed Anderson. 

‘We spent several oars ling in Red Doer 
before purchasing ourhog farm at ekwlle. This 
property was orginally the Eekvile Auction 
Mart The house hadben an ola hoo! nouse, 
fad was very stall and very eal, bot the hog 
didn't rave to worry about spending too much 

‘We have spent the past eleven years on a 
mal fam east of Red Deer. | was employed for 
‘many years with Chryser of Canada, ana tam 
how i he carpentry ted, Peggy nae been om 
ployed at tha ed Baer General Hospital since 

‘We have four eld, Judith and Robert, 
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both maried and lving in Red Deer. ané Dou: 
Sas and Donna sil at home and tending 
Echos We are. active in the Gaotz Unites 
CChuren, and enjoy fishing and camping in ou 


(THOMPSON) PHYLLIS LOUISE CLARK. 
(On May 20, 1911, Phys Louis, young 
ofthe Thompson family was born at the homes: 
fead with the doctor In attendance and rs, 
SFnomas Bigam. 2 very close friend and neigh 
Ccarntt Senoo, and high school training atthe 
Bentiay High Schoo. Later ene completes 8 
tourse in Domestic Science at the Technical 
Sehoal in Edmonton, and was then embplovedat 
ft Hilda's School for Gins in Calgary. 
inulyof 141 shemartied Thomas. Clark 
cof Red Deer They made oir nome a Red Door 
nd stillresice tere. They havaatamiyof hres 
Bruce, Aice-Marie and Gracme 
“Fotn owned and operatedtne Red Deer Iron 
Works, one af the oldest places of busiest in 


























Fed Deer, unt his retirement when his son, 
Bruce, took over the shop. whichhassince been 
re-named Clare's Engine Robuilers. 

‘They aiso enjoy bowling with the Senior Cit 
zens at he Red Deer Bowiacrome. Tom's eda 
tional interests are. gardening, the study of 
Tatening-in_and joining in conversations over 
hig radio VEE ABN 


THOMSPON, WILLIAM REGINALD 

Feginald waa born in Worksop, England, on| 
anvry 17.1900, ane came fo Canada with is 
Bist n 1908 

eq attended senool atthe Carritt School 
help wae 30 greatly neadedon thetarm Later he 
worked with threshing crews at ciforent toes 
‘None in Alberts, and was employed for one wir 
tras & 200s helper in aumbermon's eam at 
Ban, Aegular employment was hard to fina in 
those daye ane athe home fama di not pro- 

In June of 1925 he married Beulah Watson 
and they resided in Beto until the 3929 ee 
pression caused the [ay-off of many workers at 
{he factory Reg and Beulah ander threesons 

Norman, Frank and Ronald = returned to A 

beria and lived n te frame Nouse on the NW. 
-29-39-1WS, During the winter eg worked in 
the woods cuting firewood at sixty-seven cents 
{core Meter and brother Sig onthe adjacent 
homestead farm helped 88 much as hey could 
Dur times wer very acl for everyone at hat 
Beulah in March of 1996 athe Sentiay harp 
fal Bevlansuiteredil neath and passed away in 
December of that same year Grandma Watson 
fame west and later traveled ack east wih 
Fieg and the baty, leaving the two older baye 
with “Grandia Thompson and. brother Si, 
nd the youngest bay with Rog’ aster Marie 

















fnd husband Tom unt such time as he would 

be abe 1 nave hs family with him again. 
Reg was employed for many years at the 

Cchryslar Car factory m Windsor. Ontario, He 
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time two ofthe larger Boys picked mo up and 


turning me upsise down, stuck my head into 8 
ting onthe ar9e box heater. Ousige of sale 
Gamage, 


that time brought batt 
their lunehes 


Ho kept ory poor 
when we had boon 


1 Iahitor considerable ard work. 





propery 
Fog and iy enjoyed a holiday inthe 








THOMPSON, SIONEY & OLGA & FAMILY 
By Sidney Thompson 


arrived onthe scans in Rd Deer on June 








o remember some years ater, siting cla 
ne old cook stove, ma large chair. which wa 
‘made from an ols wooden berrl. and was at 
Comfortable and warm. We ‘he 05 
























“Through Bill Donaldson's term of teaching. we 
Ail receved a thorough grounding Inthe ree 
Fe ynich has bean ch appreciated 
‘oye basebal team, and although nething ar 

‘Th years slipped by ancas Dadhad sorvos 
in Warld War |, pplieg for & quartr of land 
thraugh the Soldier Setternont Board in 1918, 
Just acres the road tom inehamestead. Ana 
lime ferm produce was quite good. By 1922, 
however prices had dropped rasticaly and 
Dad decided to go back to his old job on the 
Cable Ship "Restorer" atthe West Coast. The 
Sebt on the farm was not that goat although I 
Tooked lke a mountain, andi toys economy 
would only beioose change Witnmare courage 
than cash, | took over the farming operations 
fad continued unt the spring 019929. thought 
laere my brother Reg was working, so rented 
th farm to my Brother Frank for two Years. 





| ativan Detroit on Good Friday 1829.nd 
fortunately was hires on ia branch ofthe Ford 
Motor Company. building coupe bodies, The 
teonomy wasaiready poor. anaby the folowing 
Soring was terible, The ola Romestoad started 
toshinebrigher as thecays wont. Aug, 19001 
ald good-bye t0 the big ty of Detroit. | have 
ttn wondered how my feiow-workmen mar 
faged through the depression years 

“The depression continued for some years 
{fo d0 anything but work. My good mother who 
twas keoping house for mo and never com- 
Dained but gave me courage to continuo on 
prayed tnt tne cay would come, when the farm 
he felt her prayars were being answered, 

{ater I met Olga Lineman, it from the 
‘Burnt Lake dletrct. Having lved onthe farm al 
her le proved to bo the helpmeet | neoded to 
Carry on. We were marred on July 25, 7984, 
packed our tent and took eff ona holiday 
frrough Ban and Jesper National Parks in out 
1289 Ford coupe. For the allowing nineteen 
iummers we took ourhaliday using the same 
{nt athough in the intervening years se ad 
thought of being molested by boars or vandals 
We gradutlyineeases ourcamping siieso we 

‘etnods of farming have chaged dramat 
cally since the days when as a Boy Ielped saw 
wood for Cal Histag’s steam engine. and as | 
(row older, hauled bundles fr tho same out 
Some years later | ownes my own threshing 
pull and didcustom threshingtor about Swenty 
Yeats The last yar of teeshing we used trac- 
fora and two lage racks to haul the bundles 
hanged over to combining. 

Tras cid custom grinaing, taking my out 
to Sylvan eke oncea weok where farmers rom 
Surrounding area brought thelr grain to be 
tors of land formeriy owned by the fate John 
Steele SW iee-40 and NW-32-00-1-8 

"ater Beingin the dary and hogbusiness for 
some years, we decided fo sell our machinery 
and rent the land out The Nelson Brotnershave 
farmed ine land since the spring of 1970 and we 
hava found this very salsactory 





























‘Woasurer of the Rainy Creek United Church 
‘so praident o he iret Young Peoples group. 
‘Some memorabe rips we nave taken wor, 
‘ones traveling ta Arizona win Herold Petr 
to Sweden, and ast Feb. trip o Honolulu with 
ur daughtor and her two children Possiaiy the 
‘Our daughter Jovee sas born March 22, 
147. Shemarred sim Megson ol ed Deer She 
Davis Anal wes born une 26,1950 Hemar- 
fied Bonnia Murray of Syvan Lake. They have 
tho daughters. At he prasent time they are in 
Nigeria where they are both tesching in 
{teachers college under the World Unversity 
Sorvico of Canada for two years Life there 
very primitive. H world concitions get no worse 
a trip ovee there would be very worth we 
tn 1952 a neighbor boy, Wired Habekos 
who was 12 years old, wanted to come fo lve 
With us as ne hac five Brothers and there wasn't 
Enough work oral andhetelthe could conto. 
truly proud of him. He stayed with us forte 
{yeate, went on to technical school taking Tele 
Communications. After graduating, he worked 
for soveral years, then got job teaching at 
‘SALT. Ho spent iwo yeas teaching n Zambia 
1974-76, 
We aro living on Dad's ol homestead of 
1903 and actualy have much ta be thankful for 














THOMSON, CHARLIE AND EFFIE 
trom Flora, Indiana, USA to the Rainy Greok 
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Mr & Mes, Chae Thoson and a 
istrict in 1008 an settled onthe N.W.21-99-1- 
5: Previous to ths. Chara had been 8 croggist 
But was cabo pung ha hand any 

“The Thomsons were the frst peape inthe 
Rainy Crook cistriet to own a piano andmany of 
Ime ls inthe area gottheir startin musiethare. 

‘A well was Giles ang the house was btn 


‘nen thee young son, Jamie, ino the water 
tank Effie was nome alone atte time an the 
nearest pone was st Danes which was hal a 
mile away. To get hep, shocaried ner ite son 
{ Danes hoping to reve im but alleforts 
wero unsuccessful A couple of days iter Ms 
‘Thomson gavebirthtewsacondzon wom they 
‘named Sianey. Win the shack of losing thet 
fret om, the Thomson et tay cul ot ive 
tomovebsckto indiana, fterhaving veg tis 
aistnct for tour year, and Jamies body a8 
In Flore they purchased eighty acres land 
and arug store. The ralway passed through 
their property, which let therm with only a large 
Iau Terug tore oeeamen spore 
mile away with his son and two daughters, 
Eie Thomson kept in touch with Ms, Fred 
Nelson, and ina lttoruttin n 1972 state hat 
fed just obtained a new orivor's conse at 
the age of nity years and was driving twenty 
five mies to do Per shopping. Atte tine this 
lettor was wrttan, Chante Thomson haa boon 
‘ecessod for twelve years and Sidney Tor two 
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THORP, FRANK AND LENA 
‘By Wfea Tore 

Frank W. Thorp cameto Bentiey about 1903, 
‘ang was in partnership wth Archie Puland ina 
{racing post, which waster sold andthe part 
nership dissolved Franktnen joinedhsbrothe, 
Perey. ina garage business, handing oitwhove 
fal snd trucking feign fom Lacombe. They 
bso operaled the fst lactic light plant in 

Tank married Lana Hayward of Los An 
geles, California and they raised thre chilren, 
Wileary (Bit, Elsen (Tiss) ané Phils. The 
Children were al orn in Bentiy a Bilis now 
fetid an ving in Vancouver, 8.6 Eileen mar 
Flee Norman Garnett of Calgary. She is now a 
widow and living in San Francie, Calflora, 
Pnyils marred Max Gioson of Bentley and hoy 
ved t Stavly, where Max was secretry teas 
ater ofthe municipality Phylis ded ands bur 
toa at Steely 

rank (Cappy) was very inorestod in Ama 
teur Dramatics and produced several plays wth 
fll local alent. nthe early days 

‘Wen Frank and Percy dissolved thelr part 
ership Frank earied on with ho ol wholesal 
Business unt he and Lena moved fo Victorla 
‘They cian stay long there and moved back to 
Calgary whore Lena passedaway Frank worked 
for Motor Car Supply of Calgary at his death 
land both he and Lana are buried la Calgary. 











THORP, HERBERT AND LULU 
By Wid Thorp 

Herbert Thorp camo to Canad rom Kent 
England, to Taranto and Winnipeg in 1901 and 
thon returned ta England unt 1908. Then the 
tal ofthe west brought him ack to work with 
the Hudson's Bay Co. in Calgary. In 1804 ne 
tame to Bently to a partnership with Archie 
Pullang. ang Frank Thorp and in 1805 took 
‘charge af the branch store in Rimbey 

January 1, 1908 he married (ula Rcke 
Wiese, daughter of Mr & Mrs. Wiliam Wiese of 
Wiesevle now Aspen Beach, 

“They sold thelr interest inthe fm of Pu 
tiand and Thorp in 1912, mae atep to England 
nd returned to Bently in 94s, Bert wentntoa 
pertnership wih John and Clarence Darron, 
lino operated & butcher shop, she later pur 
‘hacod the business andadded abaKery which 
market They continued there unl Bert's death 














in 1882 anathen sold thebusinessto Fred Mare 

Bert and Lulu had four sons, Perey, Wii 
[Albert and Ralph and a daughter, Mare. Percy 
nd Mare passed away erty la ife and aro bur 
led in the Rimbey cometery 

‘ited, the algest ofthe famiy, was raised 
ln Bentley and attended the Oxford school 
there, He attended the Institut of Technology 
fd Art in Calgary and then warked with Ns 
Barents inthe meat market and bakery. He er 
trent into partnership with Eugene Bs esta 
iahing the Toro and ish garage, whion was 
itr sold to Wn. Peterson He married Beatice 
‘Saint gaughter of Mr and Ms. Mitel Santot 
Bentley. January 1, 1982 He corved overseas in 
the Army fr five years and after returning 12 
Bentley was appointed Postmaster there, apasi 
tion he hela for twenty-two years, retiring to 
Victoria, B.C. in 1970. 


‘ber, the second son, waa Bom and raised in 
Bentley, He attended Oxford school in Bentley 
Lacombe Hign Schoo! and University ot Aber, 
Egmonton, where be recsivod nis ogee In 
Pharmacy. Hemarsied ertha adamson, dau 
terol Mr. Mrs. Johnny Adamson, andiaterfad 
{rug stores in Big Valley. Provost ang Walnw 
fight, alin Alberta, These wore s0l8 and the 
family moved to Calgary ater retiring in Ver 
non, B.C. where they st Ive. 

Ralph Thorp wae born an raisedin Botley 
and attended Oxtore sehool there He cove & 
truck for Dave Sohumaker for awhile an then 
tent to Ma-Me-O Beach, at Pigeon Lake, and 
went in to parnerehip with Alex Showan. oper 
thing garage and service station and holt 
bought out Alex: He joined the Royal Canadian 
Air Fores and served Queen Chariot land 
fd overseas unt the end of the war He met= 
fed Joan Zou, daughter of Tedand Alice Zelut 
They returned to Ma-Me-O each ana operated 
eat in 1971 

Herbert Thorp was very ative with allcom 
munity projects, such ae Red Cross, Board of 
ecretaty-treaauar of Oxtord school district Tor 

Tieroert and Lulu ran a deivery service of 
meat and baking to Aspen Geach and Brow 
row's Landing summer resort cottage owners. 

‘ier seling the business to Fred Marriot 
Lulu opened 8 Lagios Ready-to-Wear store, 





sanuary, 1967 

ang Perey were Wilam Edward and Chariots 
‘Thorp, Wilam passed away in Englandin 1917 
and sued there. Thethreesonstnen brought 
thir motner to home built or her in Bente. 
tshere shelved unt hee passing n 1925. Shes 
biti in the Bentley cemetery. 





THORP, PERCY AND HANNAH (ANNE) 
‘By Wid Thorp 


Perey and Anne came to Bently on Apri 
1914 He bul the fst general garage In Ap 
1814, on the lot where Dr. Hens office Iter 
Stood. The garage was urmedin 1816, hen the 
fe rebuilt atthe commer ust west ofthe ariginal 

roy and his brotar, Frank, installa the 
fist disbution of sect lights m Bently. 
"These were on from dusk unt micnigm unless 
there was a dance or special event being held 
Bnd non they stayed an unt one clock 

‘The brothers established a ucking sevice 
for teigh between Bentley and Lacombe sé 
tse nad Nort Star wholesale ol and'g88. The 
{gavage was sold inthe mia 1950 
community wits her singing. They moved to Es 
montan then Grande Pras and eventually 10 
Vitoria: B.C. to vat 

‘ne fon, Robert. was born in Bentey and 
took nis soneoling there ang in Lacombe, He 
went fo work wth his parents at Grande Prairie 
He marti Else Skoedopate and ten worked 
formany years forPan American Airways Los 
Angeles, California, where ne pasead away sd 














TIENHAARA, JOHN AND ELSIE 
thre and John was awestcoast logger. ut iin 
the depression and ee thay were getting pin 
Bought a section of lana fom the CPR fora 
heavy timber my dad suggested that ne ask he 
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PR. to change the sales agreement from a 
fection to 3 quarterand,fIremembercorrectiy. 
‘lohn wont to see Percy Duffield, who was 8 
Notary Public in Syivan Lake, and he wrote 9 
the CPR, for him and they agreed to.do that. 

In 1897, during tne Spanish Gil War Ne 
would bring dad's team anal cut his thiyine 
horse. The binder was an old Osering with @ 
Fight-hand cut and athree-horse everer. had 
{120d canvasses and. with afaw acustments on 
the kntter, ft warked fairly wel 

Mr. Tisnhaara had bought an old wooden 
rain separator rom Ole Saltorg wasin good 
Shape as Ole had overhauled f and John a0 
had an old tworeyinder Hart Par tractor. So 
Tvesned Tlenhaara's and Krompocker’. te 
Tractor withthe separator so everything went 
on 

Both the Tionhaaras passed away in the 
1080's but | am not sure ofthe exact yar. They 
were good-hearted, nico, honest people. They 
wed anout four and one-half mies auth east 
along the north shore of Syvan Lake from the 
oak farm, which was on Section 280-26, 








TRIMBLE, GLY 

The Trimbles bought andoocupied the farm 
originally known a8 the "Court Farm’ which 
vias the Sis 12-40-1-W5, They lived here from 
About the mic 19908 to the mis 19408. Wn 
Lesko tolowedtnem on this place, Guy and Ina 
Fd two bays end one git. The oldest boy, R= 
bles soon became highly respect neighbors, 
latending picnics and socil events that were 
hale in our rural aatrck. 

Both Guy and Ine were ard workers, 
Trough not too experienced in farming. they 
raised good crops and prospered as one might 
inthe" Hungry Thies” remember them tying 
1 make their 1928 coupe do the job after thet 
family nave outgrown i 

Guy purchased the quarter of land tothe 
east of hair Nome lace, and expanded hi op 
‘or way to make a ving. He went away tothe 
U'sia to take a course m baking, He soon old 











‘Some of us have heard from tham pari 





TURNBULL 














Tom and Sandra ae stil onthe farm. They 
he finished school. He joined the Canadian 
Jack, and Gordon Beranek. In 1987 he sold the 





























‘sold the tucking business to Charlie 
1977 ta Robert Mula 
‘Dave and Joyee have fout ehilron: Ros 
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ney, Bradley, Janice, and Randy. Rodney is 
Imatred to the former Laverne Sevigny They 
have two eldren, Kandace and Angie 
ody hasbeen in the plumbing 

forthe past ten years Brady isin Com 
Painting, Jamon warks for the Alberta Parks. 
‘They all ve in Bentley. Randy, the youngest 
picked hockey asa cargo and Nas been ving a 
Portans, Oregon i 

a arm west of Lacombe, Hewas secon farm 
‘Sy mies north of Bentley, Hs schooling was 
faken af Outlet Senoo! Asa young man fe st 
worked in logging camps. He then aperont 
‘saplumberunderGordanBeranck He bought 
the plumbing business 1962-On une, 1954, 
ho married Cove Swanson. wha had come #9 
Bentley from Edmonton towork asanareresser 
for Agnes Palmer. lack end Cecile havo four 
Children Christine Jean, barn Feb, 13, 1958 
Perry John, born Maen’ 989, Shane Thomas, 
born Now 21. 1960. and Deanna Dawn, born 
Mar, 7, 1968. Jean married Len Landry June 1, 
4980. Their son was born Aug 22,1981 He was 
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hamed Brett Leonard, and was the fist grand 
Child for Jack and Cecile, Perty now tes in St 
Blues, 

‘Shane is Hvng atnome and presenti crves| 
truck for Luke's Cartage n Red Deer 

Deanna is attending grace 10 at Bentley 
High Sonoal. Har Interests nelude reading and 
of. 8. Contracting 














Bentley Genera 


Reminigcing 


‘and twinkling stars peep trou the misty 
haze, 

‘nce more | travel memosy’s and, then tary 
Foie again those happy chlahoas days 


‘Our wats wer fw ou mode a living sme 
ot wo wore happy, carte ane content 
‘We'd wendor ies t pot a widower 

fd wove inthe wood cen. 








Nostagie momores -they ing with me stl 
The Sunday Schoo! picnics down at 
Buckland 





Through the windows ofthe years they 
‘Come and paddle” where the water's clear 
and 00! 

ager voces fi he ir up a he "Cobble 





‘hive of activity the swimming pool presented 
‘as mermaids five to ify Tearnes to swim, 








Down Memory’ Lane tere if 8 well-worn 


Fe wites with my "ain folk way back nome, 

















rus 
By Margaret imbey Moore 

This information is taken from a tapomade 
tor me by my uncle. Grover Robson, on 
tember 17970, and from another ape mage by 
Emma Unig. in January 1978, ana rom stories 
told to me By Elsie Robson 

Eovard Unig camoto te Beste astictin 
1800, Ediard and hi wife Annie wereboth born 
InGermany. They weremariedthere ena at 
least four ehiloren, Anoie, Margaret Katherine 
Eisio an Oto, born there before they came to 
‘America in about 1882. On the way over baby 
ite town in Nebreska, named Boomer where 
thidren, Car. Emma, Fred. and Wiliam, were 
born there. rs Unlig miked cows, and they 
took butter and eggs to town and (raged for 
‘racers which ware often in big bartels the 











Eoware bought part intrest in saloon, 
and aio fled on homestead where ie Mad 0 
lie during the summer nordertopraveup on 
Inthe fll when he went back tothe saloon 
tos locked up and the patiner ang he money 
were bath gone. "So that was the end of the 
loon business, Theyalsolived on atarmsouth 
but Eowaré waits good farmer because he 
fad boon a butcher sng emilerinGermany ang 
he cldn' know farming. He raised nice horses 

Annie ded in March, 1899. The throe oldest 
fire were already marred. Then Edward 
Brought the rest ofthe family to Canada be 
Cause he wanted to get land for hs sons. They 
Shinped everything thal ty owned in ox cat 
‘emembore the immigration Hall andthe store 
Egnarg must have made the land arrangements 











loaded kids and belongings in, and were on their 
way. Theo wore no roa, jst kindof ara 
wos getting late and twas dark, and they dn 
ow where they were going. They saw s ttle 
fiow. Emma recalis, "Pa hollered and yoo 
Noosd, and people came out, and asked vs 
sand we stayed al night. Thepaoplewore named 
Everaol, and nad thre girs one apoutmy age 
Twas tole, These poop were just 3 nce to 
Ub Thay aaid, "You can just say here" They 
Wont with Pa and helped him cul ogs ang bul 
Lunt the house was finshed. Then we moved in, 
‘On the way fo our house we had to cross the 
Bindman, and there was no bridge, 1 sil 
‘member the day that we moved inbecause there 
(here alot of prairia chickens. Before we got to 
ur pace, we siopped kindof up on ail anc 
tre shot some of them an tay were roaly 9008 
fo eat, Wa mostly lived on them | quo hem 
land raboite, But we went fishing toa and would 
hang fsnanthenorth sectthehouseanatney 
Jd raspbernies, Those were hardtimes Wehad 
‘guess we dint Know any different 

The place whare they lvee was where Er 
‘est oiman ives today, There was ra, ard 
thoy eut across Stephenson's yard gettotheir 
place. Emma says, "Mrs. Stophanean was <0 
‘often had Us over Tor dinner on Sunday and she 
have that at our nouse, because there was just 
Paencime and te four boys, two alder then me, 

‘The eldest gr, Annie Unig, never came to 
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cthers came, andsheneversaw her tamiyageln 
ster they left Nebraska, 

Margaret Katherine Unig, called Katia, 
married Jim RoBHon, £0 her story is with the 
Robsone 

ise Uhlig marieg Hugo Jugal, Gorman 
from the same part of Nebreska where the Uh 
lige tod. ina double wading with Katie and 
slim Robson, They homesteaded ono sumer, 
five togty. But they dian stay long. thon they 
‘wont back tothe States again. 

‘oto Unig never maried He homestended 
the quarter SW 28-404-5 west of Bentley 
Where Boots now lve After Oto’ father died 
In 3927, he bought his father's place and led 
there, which isthe Holmon land. Later on. he 
lost almost haifa foot in teshing machine 
fccident eo he always ad dficuty walking 
fer that. Whon he was old ana living alone 
‘one. winter, nit neighbors found him wih 
‘rostiten hands an fest. He was taker tothe 
Bentley. hospital Because he couldnt we 
‘lone any more, and Because there were no 
Ponoka Mental Hospital where he ved unt 
his doath rere 

Cat! Unig homesteaded the quarter on the 
south sideot hie fatherland In February 1909, 
ano. hen gold his Canadian lane and never 














imma Uniig, born in 1867, iss ving in 
‘oregon Sho was 12 when she came to Canada 
with AI Stephenson, Mabel Miles and George 
Stephenson. They went in aig B00 sled, and 
when she got thete she didnt know how 10 
Sanco, but hinks that she caught on prety fast. 
‘nd Jabez MePhersan foo her to dances some 
times, and she danced with Bert DeGratt, Frank 
‘Thorp and Ben Hieks toa, She remembersciaing 
horeaback to Snake Lake to ride ina boat. and 
Bossie Whitesell and she was Bessie's brides- 
foraman named Shikey and eventually Eomar 
fred Emma Unig anc they lived on C.P.. lan, 
four mites westet Bentoy. where Borgecons ive 
how. Then, for Philoand Maggte Slaughter, Tro 
Bough uit he fancy 19 hose wth the Dy 
‘oughs lived there and thei daughter Margaret. 
vias born there n 1008, They raised whet here 
fad sald it for twonty five gens @ bushel. Teo- 
Bough hauled the wheat away in cola weatherin 
‘winter and Emma remembers waitlng for im to 
Come home after dark, and going outside ta 
ston to hear if his out wea coming home, 
Emma remombers “sweat litle Dorothy onthe 
‘wht horse wha is AoW Dorothy Hopkins The 
Frobough lett Canada In 1810 and Emma has 
rover been tack. After tne death of er fst 
nusband Emma marred Charles DeGroot 

Fred Unig, known a8 Frit helped his Oad 
Milgree Wilets from Loedale and they ved 
froune Edmonton. Aller the children grow Up 
they parted and Fred went back fo tha Statos. 

Wiilam Unig. called Bil, marries Mary 
Knoept torn Syvan Lake, They lived around 
ontey, then spent several years at Whitelaw, 
Alberta, betore thelr eats, Tle son, Wiles, 

amin Solberg very kinay wrote this story 
aout tne UBLIG family. 

“Ine Unig family came in the very ety 
1900' but eanttallthe year. They sted on & 
‘quarter SW. 20-41-1-5 were, with hare wor 
they Bl up a et of bulings ad leaed he 
































cannot. The boys Otta and Bil helped farm, 
(One time, before there was any. bridge 
across the Blinaman river, Oto was crossing at 
“The water wae so high thatthe horses. a wie 
team. nooked!to/a wagon and bas lost thet 
Tooting and oated down theriverand drowned 
(Ota as tucky enough to get othe Bank and 
save himset This was qute a loss, ae an cut 
Tike that was nard to come by 
Otto gat his own land SW 28-40-15 on 
Which he ut up eset of bullsings and starts 
farming on nis own. Henever married Head 
Belgian salon, and served many mares. ORS 
kod his horses, and he had @ number ofthe 
biggest and fattest Gelgannorses ever savy, He 
broke them al rimso. He also raise lots of 
He bought new Titan 10-20 tractor, and 
‘Autumn Taylor 22-96 threshing machine, tn 
the Garies Bros. machinery agents in Bentiey, 
Thig.cost nim $1600.00 This was anovel rest 
ing i, #8 the others were big stoam cuits 
Alled and Ed Hesrtaghada Case steamer and 
8 36-48 Case thresher a8 did George Cum- 
mings. Olger and sul Jonson had a 45.90 
Mogul Kerosene actor and a 30-46 separator. 
‘Jott and Osea” Vig naa a Port Huron steamer, 
land a Gar Scot 96-18 separtor. Walter Steven 
on also had a Rumiey Ol Pull big tractor and 
big separator Sot was an oddity that so small 
fn oul could operate. Ot thveshed in the 
oexart country as wall as west of Bently, 
‘Winn he acquired this outitin 1918, Sig Sor 
Sonwas the tractor man, andOtoran the separ 
‘One time, he was on top of the separator 
fling, when he notices that te lower bet was 
Slipping, 80 he was in a hury to get down to 
tighten tne belt Bul, tho tran doar over the 
Diower sipped away, and poor Otol into the 
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blower and broke his lags. Just lucky the belt 
‘was loose s0 he saved he lio, Hawa taken 10 
the Lacombe Mospial forthe rest of te fall | 
was in he nasptl fr sx days tte same tne 
wath tons, and I an ates to he sfering 
‘Otto went through. His logs wore saved, how 
(Otto sola hs home to ohn and Gertie Er 
lekson. and also another quarter he had, NE 
50-40"1-5, to Gus Haarstad. and took ove the 
os pass 
people 
(One winter day | noticed no emote In is 
chimney, which we could se from aurhome, So 
T went up ang knocked at the door and he ana 
woredffom upstas where! found him sick in 
ted with his fest tozen, Herold Peterson and | 
{ok him to the doctor and hospital in Bony 
1 remamiber Bill Unig trom hi von ply 
ing, ana aso is team of perfectly matched 1- 
ret harses. Tis team he drove on the cutter in 
the winter and the top buggy ine summer. He 
also hauled grain ana bundles with this team. 
Bill matri and let for Blve Sky inthe Pea 
esd, . E 
‘And 0 the Uhlig tary helped make Ben 
sey strict rom apace nthe widerness tothe 
rmodein district we take Yor grant today 
‘Thanks t0 them, and may they rest in peace 








1 helped many 

















UNITED CHURCH 


Inthe year 1899, tha setters inthe Blindman 
Valley gathered at he log house ot Guy Holmes 
for het tet Churen Series, According tothe 
records this was inthe Methocat tration wth 
Fev. Wiliam riaggith ae preacher. Ths same 
Fv. Haggith i also gion erect for organizing 
and “sparking the Buging of the tet Log 
Church, it we are to believe a press clipping of 
ancient vintage. 

The next fal i tha year 1900, Mr, Wm. 
Cooper was assigned the Binaman Vay fr 
his Mission Field He was oimty sponsored by 
both Methodist ana Presbyterian Churches Mr 
Cooper wrote thus of his impressions ofhisar 
val in Bentioy, 

‘After spending the night st the Lacombe 
Parsonage, the minister ters, Rev HG. Cairo, 
Intehed up a team of young ponies to alight 
demoeral and, alter ight hours over Muskeg 
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the Lng buiing was used 
con Ret Ove Mar na 
bulding the 








anion was later to be known atfectonatey at 
the Old Brick Churen, In 1825 this Methodist 
‘Church, at Ghuren Union, became part ofthe 
‘cue Room was bul st he south end and con 
ted to the brick churen and theo 10g 
Church was demoliehed. This new bulaing woe 
went 0 of he ur pope ies bing 
house bull by Dr. Henry onthe comer south of 
By 1960, more room for Sunday Schoo 
‘Christian Educstion Building, 
‘Churen decided the Briek structure should be 
tor down and replaced by amore modern ec: 
fice. While consiraction at the present Gay 
buulaing was caried on, the congragation wa 
invited to worship inthe Adventst Church inthe 
Vilage. By late 1968 completion of our new 
cation was held February 6, 1966. Rev. 0.8. 
‘lohnean. President of Alberta! Conference in 
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1965, was special sposker, with Rew. Ken Wood 

minister ofthe Charge, conducting the service 
in January, 1960, on the closing of their 

chute aly Crk Cangagson vst 
Ministre whohave served the Bertley Con 

‘regation over the years 

1901 Wm. C. Cooper 

904 - 1905 Ernest Tate (probably a atudent 

1905-107 Rev. HJ. Johnson (helped in bul 

1907 "1909 Rev. PH. Neville 

1811-1913 Fev. Honey Hacaon 

3933-1914 Rew, Winchela 

1914-1815 Rew. Chauncey 

1915-1916 Rew A.D. Miler 

1925 "1998 Rev. mest Tate 

1928 - 1999 Rev. ©. Howarth 

1909 1092 Rev. W. 4 Moores 

1802 | 1096 Rev. 46. MacLenna 

1825 1040 Rev. CA. Warren 

1840 = 1845 Rev. H. Ricker 

4985 - 1950 Rev. C. C. Armstrong 

4960 - 1957 Rev BH Thackeray 

1957 = 1962 Rev. Oliver ©. Sewara 

1962 1967 Rev. Kenneth M. Wood 

1967 1871 Rev. Steve Hamiton 

1973 - 1979 Rev, Walter Coulton 











1979 196) Rev’ Kermit Eutn 


196) = Rey. Bll Bark 
The ist Ladies Aid was organized in Ben 
Hiascan was th fet President and Miss Edna 
In 1915, the WLS, was organized by Mrs, 
1A D Miler wits of he minister and during that 
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same year Rev Miler organized men's group, 

[Avery success CGT was organizedby 
Mra Miler with a scnoa! teacher, Miss Roscoe 
Mies and there wore eleven or welwemembers 

nate inthe minutes of he Ladies A in 
1918 sated that a Tnenkagiving supper wes to 
be held Charges were o.be $35 or adults ana 
§20 for children, In 1922 was noted that 
Charges nad been raised fo $ 50 for adults and 
$25 for enlaren 

The name of the Ladies Aid. was later 
‘enanged to Woman's Assn. an stil lator {0 
United enuren Women 

During tne year of 1975, n sping with ho 
Church of Canada, the Bentley UCW. had 
the Bentey Countty Fair ang Parada and won 
fst prlae and the third project was the the pur 
chase of fifteen New Testaments, "Gaod News 
church, tobe placed in the pews. 














WOOD, REV. KEN 

By Ken Wood 

Ie was-midsummer 1962 that Marian and 
Ken Wood and tammy moved to Bentiey. "The 
Moge Vilage” We ozcupied a very fine house, 
the United Gnureh anae. dust» block away on 
1 prominent corner ofthe main sroot was 
beautiful red brick chuch bulging, surrounded 
fn ta sides by Christan Eeucation Bullaings 
‘There we jined wits the congregation Ins 
Ghrstian endeavors inthe Bingman Valiey and 














istrict We foun the people friendly and re 
Sponsive to our efforts 

In dus coures the old rick church building 
tion had to do. And so a new church building 

965 was the year the new churenwas com 
pleted and dedicated "To The Glory of God 
wile bulling. program. For fear af mising 
Some may {just ay-"Thepeoplenad amindto 








UnICH FAMILY 

Mr. and Mrs. Charli Uri, with Chale 
nephew, Martin Whit, and her daughter by & 
former mariage, Eva Austin, came om Sparta, 
Wisconsin to the Ralny Crook astict in uly. 
190%, They setlegon newest side theaistek 
On SW section 7. Te0, Rt WS, where Gerald 
Whisoa now resides. Eve Austin maied Evin 
Staniay in ecember 1008, and afer yoars iter 
moved to Faust, Alberta, Theie children were 
‘Rustin, Iden, Joe, Ervin, Eve, ana Bertha. Tho 
rien famiy tok an active part inthe ito! the 
Astit. Church zervices were neldin heir nome 
before the church building mas erected, ona 
Nara’ Urich was a charter "908 member ofthe 
Rainy Crook Ladies Aig te rich passed away 
inuly, 190, andin June 1811 Me Uric marie 
Lara vane Hencereon, «former teacher atthe 
frsonand Newman. The rich family moved toa 
farm near Gleiehen in 1917, and later to the 
Grande Praine dati finaly setting at Hythe. 
Newman diegin 194SaneMe Urchin ay, 7953 
sttheage of 2 yoars Mrs. Urch died in Grande 
Prairies In her 0 in 1970. 





VAN HEEREN, GEORGE AND ELSIE 
y Elsi Van Heeren 


My parents, Mr & Mire. DM, Yaroough, to 
gether with ther family of four girls and three 
Boys, came to Canada trom Gonzales, Texas in 
1910. | was tho second youngest at de age ot 
six. We arrived in Calgary November 8, 1919 
moving to Red Deer belore Christmas, The 
Show and ie was anew to us and Creistmas 
wos diferent too, witha tee and the decors 
tions an all Ne things that go with @ Canadian 
CCismas 

We moved toa farm in he Ridgewood aie 
iletin the spring of 1020. This was about welve 
miles southesat of Syvan Lake and start to 
choo! at Ridgewood in the fall of 1920. Dad 
Use horse to farm andor raving We grew a 
Tot of our own foo and Mather sewed most of 
fur elothee 

{ator we moved tothe Sunset Hil distri 
fon the Wine home far about four mils from 
Sunset Hil schoo! and lished my schooling 
there and then worked for some of he neigh= 

‘George Van Heeren and | ware maria in 
1951 anained a family of four gis and ane son 
‘They all alended Bentley school a onetime or 
nother. We ved in diferent dietrct ang one 
Sear in Bentey. 1642-49. wie George was in 
the army. Wnen he was discharged, we bought 
the Alber Wancka farm west of Bentley and 
Tied thee unt te time of George's death as 

family and stayed on for sovral years afer 

My parents have been deceased for some 
years Bont was herent for shopping and 
Soctoring wile they ved the Sunset ast. 











VAN LEST, JOHN AND FAMILY 
By Ann Weckor 


John van Leest was born in Hollandon Api 
19,1296, Mara Beekmans was born in Holang 
‘on March 30,1808 ana they were martod hare 





May 5, 1920, They immigrated to Canad with 
their Baby daughter, Ane, in 3922, coming to 
Calgary unre John found workin garage. He 
worked there for about fe vers. Later they 
‘moved to Airdrie and John worked ina garage 

“hey moved to Caroline with heir famiy of 
three chile, Ann, John and May (Wihelmina) 
ang wie theretharfamly wae inereaseat ve 
‘th the birth of Nate and Mary. Join famos 
{or about i years on the farm vem east of 
Caroline and then they moved @ mile east of 
Caroline, where he Oui lovely og biscksmity 
shop. They lived there uni Mala passed away 
February £8, 1998 She was buriea inthe Raven 
the three youngest childean, Mary, Nalie and 
May. May wasnt there very lang Dut Mary and 

“The van Leests hac eight chilten, tree ot 
‘onoo at Shilo and South Fork in Caroline and 

‘Ann married Daniel Weeker January 15, 
‘famile wost of Sentioy. They have tree mar 
‘ied chron -a daughter, Shelia, and ve sons, 
‘ack ane Ryan, 

“John matvied Nelle Pankowe from Musi 
ora in 1943 and they lve at New Westminsto, 
B.C. whore hehas abarnersnop. They haves 
married daughters, Osanna end Gal. John 
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served in the army from September 2, 1941 to 
‘May passed away in New Wostminste, 8.6 
in 1974, She was marrieg to Ted Baumann tom 
twas klld in a trainstrck accident at For Ma 
‘eed and buried in Medicine Hatin 1951 My 
Femariad in 1955 to Stephen MeRae rom Mo 
tinuile, He died in 1967 and was buried at A 
tlera Gui Baro, Their st child, Kevin, died at 
ine age of one yer in 1980 nd also buried at 
Aliere Qui Bare. Their remaining chitaron 
TTorosa and Mork ae ving in Britah Columba, 
Nellie married Garry Austin in 1068 and 
they lve in Weston, Ontario and have two 
sone, Doug an Dennis 
‘Mary tharied Harold Witon in 1959 and 
thoy liven Bently. They have.a'son, Tim, anda 
John van Lest bought ablacksmithshopin 
Bentley in the spring of 1048 and hie family 
joined him, Anne got married and hin wet. 
Fotand for atrip,and wrile there marca Anna 
BBeskmans. a sister of hs fst wife in January. 
‘847, Thay had thre children “Tony, Maryann 
Tony married Margaret Kircott from Ed 
onion in 1871. Thay hve et Alsergrove, 8. 
with tir tree eons, Wayne, Lary and Darel 
‘MaryAnn married Ranay Plat rom Eemon 
ton in 1969 and they lve therewith their oe 
thileren, Laurie, Craig and Jennifer. 
Walter maried Linda Twalts from Eomon 
ton in 1970" They lve in Lece with thoi (Wo 
thldren, Cindy and Jonn. Jahn wasnarved ater 


























his grandtather, Jn van Leest, and, ike 
father, le @ onp off the old block 8 tue van 
“John van Least was ablacksmithin Bentoy 
foc soven years and then mowed 19 Eomonton ih 
1051, wre ha was employed with Cesco Weld 
Ing uni retringin 1968. n1973they movedinto 
the Sanior Citizen's Lodgein Lacombe as Anna 
had an operation for bra tumor in 1972 which 
Toft her unable to cary on with her work at 
home. In 1276, after afl, Jon went int the 
‘entoy haspital, where he passed away witha 
stroke February 1, 1978 and was buried inthe 
ontley cemetery. Anna spent some time nthe 
"Norsing Home and hospital in Lacombe and 
passed away July 28,1978, She was buried be- 
Side donn in he Bentley cemetery 





\VEEFKIND, JOHN AND EVA, 
By Harry Hansen 
'5 about 1900 and lived on it for some twenty 
Years, He supplemented hsincome by working 
hog and cattle Feeding 
‘The VeeKkings haa two children ~ Stona 
‘ied Ethel Rimbey, and they Beth attended the 
In later years he family moved into Bentley 
fang the land was rented to Mr Zprich for 3 
Short time: Elsie Ziprich taught the Gull Lake 
‘Eventually, Tom Lorimer, an levator man 
in Gant, bought the atm and later sold ito 
Wil Stench, who as but permanent hom 








VEITCH, ANDREW 
By Rea Peterson 
Andeow was born neeland and, asayoung 
man, came to Milner, B.C. where e ran a very 
Dosiness. He waa an excellent horseman ang 
‘worked with horses on road construction 
‘About 1919 ne came to Bentley and went 
into partneraip with Norman McPherson. They 
purchased the Bob Hutchison farm, SE 24-40 
ES and ald the record-breaking price of 
{$60.00 per cra, The two men, Doth veterans, 
were trends of RE Chowen ange was ateto 
Nelp them purchase the farm trough te VLA 


Altera few years Norman lft and went to 
vancouver and Andy stays on for another 8 
oars and rented to Erne King, then Dayton 
Warenam and finaly to Albert Kamps. before 
saling Ito Manley Cumbedand 

‘Andy was in construction wark tor one 
summer aftr selling the farm and helped build 
thonighway at Airdrie Heretred ater a couple 
at yours and went back to Ireland, where Ne 


Via, ALFRE 
By Esthor Vig 

‘res was the seth eld of he ato Anne 
and Caspor Vig, He came to the Boney citit 
‘wh nis parents sisters angtrthers from North 
Dato n 1900, They al ved in alog cabin unt 
go hed a store and post office in ther home. 

‘red married Mabel Mickslburg ana thoy 
had three daughters and two sons ~ Corinne, 
Helen, Ruby, Alvernios and Donald. Corinne 
married Jonn Fraser and they had no amy a5 
‘she passed avay about two yoars aftr they 
‘wore marriea, Helen married Hugh Morrow and 
thoy had one son, Deald anda daughter O:ane 
{iter Hugh’ dei Helen marred Robert Elser. 
They fost a son a birth but lator adopted a son, 
Dean. Helen passed away 1980 Ruby married 
‘Lenard Lofgren and they Rad four sone and to 
eugnters They ved an the Ed Lotgrn fam. 
Ware and later to Peace River In 1960 they 





{oak @ homestead northwest of Spin ver 
They moved to Brien Columbia i 7989 and 
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Rupy dled in 1979, Alverice marie Loraine 
Walker end they nad four more sone ang one 
aughterDonald maried Wonds Ross. and 
‘ey nave one son and two daughters. 

‘Avernice and Danala termed with ier da 
‘an lived on the old Vig placa across trom the 
Lutheran Church until thy seid out and moved 
to Hythe, Abort, where thay have farmed ang 
Unt they Both passod away. Both Aled and 
Mabel are busied in tho Vig cometary. 

Tn 1950 we hacia Vig reunion ante Vig tam 
with about eighty relatives ani his year 190% 
‘more then theo hundred relatives atenda the 
Vig reunion, wnien was held st the Masicine 
Valley Sk Lodge. Severat came frometrish Co- 
lumbia and Saskatenewan 











VIG. CARL AND FAMILY 

By Doris Skjonsbera 

Das came to the North West Teritories 
from North Dakota in 1900 wit his parents: Mr 
‘and Mrs. C.O. ig, and he was nine years ol 
the time. They nomesteades about twenty 
miles west of Lacombe, a the Vilage of Boney 
hadn't teen estaianed then, 

Evoryone hat pitch in and help clear the 
land and it was Dad's job to hold the wilows to 

side while his brother Martin did the chop 

ping. Wile cong this, Martin accioentaly 
hopped Dad on the head wth quiteagesh and 
the Bleeding was very bad It was to far togoto 
8 eoctor 30 Grandpa poured some Beer Ol on 
nd ted a big cloth around hie head. Lucky, 
there wasno complications and everything wen 
wel but Dad cerrieg that sear forthe rest otis 
Ie 

Mother came o Alberts in 1912 trom Colo- 
fathers Henry Potry, on his homestead. Her 
mother nad ‘passed away two years before. 
When Mother arrives in Blacktlds by train her 
brother, George, was supposed to meet ner but 
Somehow the dates got mxed up and no one 
Showed up 20 the conductor got har a room in 
‘the hotel, where she had to wait until the next 
ay. qucss she thought Alberta wasn to bad 
betause her classmates in Colorado had told 
ber there wasnt anything but Indians ang 

Mother and Dad were married in 1916, Dad 
rad nomosteadod the S=.9-1-2-5 20 toy put 
Up ahouse and stared homesteaging, Four of 

















the children wore born there - Elsie, Chester, 
Howard and Doris. Dad had bought « quarter 
from Grandpa vig in 1828 $0 they moved tha 
house there, where five more ehiloren, Car 
Bernice, Delbert, Doreen and Donna, woreborn 
‘Our closes! neighbor was Jonny Far, 2 
bachelor Mis place was a real hang-out for al 
the men to gaherOne time there were quit @ 
few there and Lila Wester and istopoodin- Iwas 
about ten years old-andwedecided to cleans 
house. We stared sweeping and raised such a 
‘dust everyone nad fe leave, Someone went and 
toldmy mother and he cameand made us sop. 
‘Op wel, aur intentions were good anyway! 
Howard and Chester served overeoas in the 
‘second Worls War We wore lucky they both gt 
hom safe and soune, In 1959 Howard and his 
ont 
thoy tetiea in 1968. Thay spent a shor time in 
the Lacombe Lodge end then decided o Buy @ 
home in Senate. Dad passed away Novornbor 
13, 1968 and Matner and Ostbert contin fo 
lve in Benao, Mother passed away January 8 
1976and the next summer Delbert wes kiledn 8 
“Tho ret ofthe family vein Alberts, with the 
excoption af Car ho ves at Hudson's Hope, 
ac. 





VIG, CASPER AND ANNE 
By Amalie Mole) Stephenson 

CCaspor Olsen vig was born Apri 9,195, n 
Norway and came 1 the United States some. 
time ding the mid-1870, 

‘Anne Kregnes was bom Soptombor 11 
1862, also in Norway, and at the age of sixteen, 
loft Norway forthe States 

(Caspar and Anne wore marred March 2, 
1278, and ettled near Katherine, North Dakota 

ust before the turn ofthe centry. through 
to the begining of te fest Worls War in 1944, 
the Federal Goverment of Canadshada pli 
to develop the Canadian wast in eernest fo se 
Up new cies, towne and homesteads and to 
Sliow great numbers of immigrants ftom Europe 
nd the Unites States to sete tnace areas, The 
Vige were among the frst of tose etter. ar 
they immigrate trom the Stats tothe Blind 
tan Valay district n 100. At at time they had 
fg children: Oscar, born Api 1, 188%; John, 
born January 20, 1883; Sophve, orn December 

























25, 1884 Martin, born Janwary 24,1869; Car, 
born April 4 185; Altre. born September 21 
03; Amalie. barn November 2.1696 ane Ciara 
born October 27.1899 

The family came to Lacombe by train 
bringing their furniture, eal, horees wri 
back for the Minneapolis steam engine and 
threshing machine llthe bells on thismactine 
they found tat due to the flooding of the 
Blingman River, they could not reach the 
omesteas which Casper nad registered on at 
an earier trip to Lacombe. After waiting In 
{Ezcombe fora wack or mare thay arrived athe 
homestead, SW. 16-40-2-5, on August 19, 100, 
‘Avamall log eabin was found on the place, 
believed to be a stopping place for people 
traveling thraugh, and the Vigs ied in this for 
Six years, It wes here Henry was born vanoary 
2), Tone 
ls ofthe neayy stand of tmber on thee place 
and in 1906 they but lage House trom umber 
‘hey haa sawea. One large room was used asa 
{general store and post oficeforawhile. twas in 
{his new house the last ofthe cldren, Eaward, 

The Vigs ad many horsesandmilk cows so 
«afew yearstaterthoy bua barn which was 68" 
72. bout this time Casper bought four more 
Quarters of land, th highest price being $3.00, 

“They sawed lumber for the bulding ofthe 
Wig ehureh (Lutheran), which was started In 
5907 ang tnished n 909 or early 1910. grass 
October 8, 1943. A ew enurch was bull with 
completion in July, 1949.1 called the Grace 
{otheran church and stancs on the angina site 
fn the quarter north of the Vig homestend 























In 1914 Casper and Anne, with Henry and 
Egward, the two youngest ehiaren, returned to 
the States to live at Poulsbo, near Seattle, 
Washington, and rented thehomesteasto some 

In the spring of 1828 they came back fora 
visit and to celebrate their Golden Wedding, 
‘which was March 23rd of thet veer. st the ol 

‘Casper ¢ied on October 1, 1920 ana Anne 
‘madi her ome with Edward unti ne eines the 
‘vy i 1942, at hich ime ch moved the Ord 
People's Home in Poulsbo, where she clad July 
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her death married Mary Nygaard. John mariog 
‘Alma Johnson, Sophie maried John Solberg, 
Martin married Edna Angerson, Car mar‘iod 
Letitia Paty, Alred married Mabel Mickebura, 
‘Amalie (Mollie) married Joseph Stephenson 
Clara married Morris Holmen and edward 
married and divorced ands ving in he Stats, 
He ane Molly are the only surviving members of 
the original Vig family. 





VIG, CLARENCE AND SELMA AND FAMILY 
‘By Selma Vig 


Clarence was born in 1904 to John and 




















‘Alma Vig and they lned on Nie 1440-25, His 
‘mother dig in 1912 and at this time ho and his 
grandparents, Martin ane Gunhlé Johnson 
Clarence’s dad joined ne army inthe ist World 
War and wae killed in 1917 
work fora neighbor Jonn Histag,andin 3924 
Julus and Florence Janson. He helped Julius 
Saw lumber for afew years and then came back 
to Bentley ana worked for Berger Johannson 
nd Allred Haartad 

Clarence and Seima Anderson, daughter of 
Mr, and Mrs. A.J. Anderson, were married in 
1952 ane they veg on the Jobin Vig tam He id 
4 lot of grubbing and breaking to Jin tive acre 
elds here and there. They did mixed farming, 
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had afew milk cows, range cattle and hogs. 
‘They hae sow eriekens one year butwhen they 
Start roosting an the harness was time for 
‘hicken and dumplings 

The Vigs hada family of four who took thelr 
schoclng st the Stephenson school unt 48, 
te Bentley. Eleen marred Don Freeman an 
they have two bays and two girls ang farminths 
Forshee area, Keith married Getty Blois of 
Wanham. She hada fem of four boysand one 
{i and now Kesh ang Betty haveaneson, Thay 
farmed st Wanham for a few years and then 
‘moved te Dawson Crook. B.C, They now larmat 
Rolla. ®.C, whore Keith works par-tmo onthe 
daughter and two sons. Jean mies Bil Beny 


Clorence ang Selma haga farm sein pi 
1958 and moved to Red Deer and Norman Vig 
Tented the farm for a couple of years, Lator that 
fame year the Vigs bought the Bed Damron 
farm, onthe Benley-Rimbey highway, anctived 
tore ni the spring of 1959, hen Clarence 
foracoupleofyears and then bought house in 
Bentey and moved there October, 1961 angie 
stil iiviog there 

The ld John Vig armas rentedby Harvey 
Haarstad and ne later bougrt 


VIG, JOHN AND ALMA AND FAMILY 
My father, John Vig, was a son of Casper 
and Ene Vig and nas born January 20, 1883 
in Washington, U.S.A. He came tothe Bentley 
post office and store. That place now belongs 
fo Mr and Mrs. From and is just sef0ss the 
February 16, 1804 my father married my 
mother, Alma Jofngan, na dauble wedding se 
‘John Solberg and Sophie Vig wore married at 
the same tme in Casper Vig'e log cabin 
just east of the church, and my brother 
Clarence, and I were Bom thre 
‘eight, my mother passed away at the age of 
twenty-three 30 my grandmother Gunfild and 
Rome and cared for us for several years as my 
‘ther enlisted nthe et World War snd ded in 

















1917, We stayed on wih our grandparent unl 

12924, when they moved to Hoadley, 

many babies nthe Sentiey ditt. She was & 
‘My orandparents lived on the place that 

row belongs to Mr and Mrs. Kelh Stephenson 
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and wt 


sn was once owned by the Hans Rea 


nen my wit, Esther, and | got martied in 
1009 we lived jst west ofthe Lutheran hi 








ane thon in 1966 we bought the Has Ree farm 


‘Stephenson and baught the Albert Stephenson 
tn Bentley ana ae stilling there. We 





‘tere blessed with five sons, one of whom 
passed away in 1963, Our four sons areal 


lien and two great-grandchil 
1 tl enjoy fishing ana nurting with our boys 














VIG, OSCAR AND FAMILY 





Oscar Vig. was born Apel 19. 1981, in 
xathering, North Bakata, He came to albert 
‘th his parents i 1900, 








threshing season to run a steam engi 





Harstad. The vigs moved ito. their-own 











side clearing land, Oscar hauled cream 


small bottles for gracing 
198 and Stina, born in 190, 








Oscar Vig and Ns brother, John, Bought 





threshing erews until a sign went up: “Rabbits 
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tones, rats tough, but thank the Lord we 
hed enough" The menu was changed 





which was a luxury then, and paid $615.00 for 









land 5. 19-40-25, fr which he paid $18.00 
noe of $1,560.00, and in 1923 he bought a 





few threshing machine fr $1,860 00. 











In toee, Oscar marced Mary. Nygaard 
‘ey’ nad three chitsen. Gorden, now at Ke- 
Dou, an Anne Barker near Sylvan Lake 

Tie, wes secrelary-treasuter of the Via 
oars. Ho was a good vin player and played 


























"Oacar had a stroke in 1942, wich eft iit 
{ordwinoperavonandmanagenentof theta 


‘The farm was sold 10 his son-in-law, Nor 
rman Trompoon in 1952 and Oscar and Mary 





ovedto Bentey, where they Ysiged und is 
Prange 5 aon have ence 





bought the farm andar ving ero at the pres 
Ciflors never married ands stil alive nd 

the Manor Houseateckvile. Stina 

‘anderson and resides In 





Bentley 











WALKER AND JONES 

4. Walter, who was a brotherinaw of 
FreaNeles nomesteaco he Wr a8-4028-4n 
Hebultsometogouting antrokeupssmal 
tions bordering on Gull Lake, making a total of 
Dut had some Shrinorn eat 
Jones, who was a lawyer in Calgary, and who 
hag oxplored tne place 1807, while ang 
back rom ai, where he, was teaching 
ithool Atma wintwo compan bacamped 
‘turn and buy the place, He moved the frame 
house to amore desabielocatonontne beach, 
renovate and sod for a summer home fr 
many yeaa Ne wou come up rom Calgary by 
van hen hie avery Team in comb and 
family was grown and nad let home, Ciford 
times alone but his wile sometimes came 00. 
inter az-Hanser's Pont 

in 1800 the place was sold to Harry Hansen 
out Cio retained he privege of coming up 
Sno camping n tne garage, asthe house haa 
‘med down, Tie he continued edo unt is 

Harry Henen broke up the and and ames 
tun o6? anditwastnensoatothe Provincia 
Pack Goard anda beat par has bean dove 
loped ere 











WARD, GEORGE 

George Ward came from near Kingston, 
Ontario, 10 Teall 8.6. probably in 1898. He then 
took outa homestesd north of Bentley near the 








‘Outer Schoo! Finding it lonely he returned to 
‘Ontario and got marries banging hie wie, Anna. 
(neta, back with him. Tragically. Novosti wile 
in 7008 in childbirth wen the Gavghter Mar 
‘querite was born il Swectman and Ps wie, 
Margaret, who was George’ sister, came Irom 
Tra 8.6. tows rim and neip him thvough ths 
sorrow, They ended by taking Marguerite and 
bringing her up a thar on, 

Sometime ater George adopted a on, Ar 
thar who was later ill at Amatrong, 8. n 

(George remarried soon to gir, Eth, trom 
Dresden, Ontario, probably around 1917. Aer 
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this Marguerite was shared by the two families 
Untinersad deatn Hom TB. at the age of 2 in 

“George and Edith were hard workers and 
took great pride in heir ouse, grounds, tut 
partin the "Get Together Club" andwasikedby 





George was noted tor being gentlemaniy 
amusement of his neighbours ever ne became 
‘xtramely annoyed re would say mostempnat- 
ally. and very detnitaly: "Wel, gentleman's 

‘George dled and was buried in Bent 
cemetery Apri 20,1995, 

'Ecith ved on inthe house fora few years 
and then decided to return to her relatives In 
Gntario. She left November 25, 1943, and we 
think she ied to the age of 80, Shes buried in 
Ontario, 





By Domer Wareham 


‘The Warehams came to the Gul Lake die 
hort after World War. about 1918 to 





Benton and Mary setied there fst, pur- 
chasing the Tom Bueknel farm, the SW 180 
26-44, He was followed by his parents, Sullvan 
land Anne Wareham, (Grandpa and Grandma}, 
large vegeteble garden, tYom which fresh peo- 
‘mors at Aepen Geach and Bentley during the 
Summer months. Sulvan passed away in 1929, 
fand Annie later moved to Portland, Oregon, 0 
lie with caughter, Annie May 

Benton and Mary had tes eniaren. The 
colaest, Wiliam, was deceased in infancy. Ths 
‘ther two were Bethel and Omar. The family 
‘moved fo Caltrni in 1948. Benton turned *o 
uraing as he was an RN. Hedi his unt a ow 
Yeara before he passed away m 1972, Mary wae 
Kiled in an automobile accidantin 1950, Banton 
emacs this time to Lois Eldridge. They ha 
‘wo bays, Aran ang Marshal 

Bethel has been a missionsry nurse In 

‘Omar, alter an army career, retired. ane 
row works for ne US. Postal Service at Loma, 














Arlan isan airforce computer engineer 
Marshals about fo finizhamedical course 
Dayton ang. Goldie Wareham, ané Tour 

enidren. Domer, Elsworth, Rachel, and 

Warren arrived Irom Texas in 1820 Goidle and 

Byron were born in Alberts, bringing Dayton 

and Goldie’ fay up to number sx 

Benton and Dayton had a younger bother 
never married, but became well known, working 
for various Tarmers in the district. lacluding 
George Cabeika. He later returned to Oregon 
lapere he was killed in-alogging accident. His 
bay was returned ta Bentiey tor burl He 
was member ofthe Masonic Lodge, 

Bayton farmed in this area from 1920 to 
4945, fet on the $s 8-40-2808, and then on 
ine cig Hutehison farm, tne SE 28-40-1-W5. He 
was Secretary-Treasurar of ipo. Gull Lake 
School for many years. He was also a stam 
fngineer on the Fit Ebeling tveshing outht 
He was probably best known forhisvoteinrian 
ervices through the Bentley aster. Dayton 
tnd Goidie's sx ehigren were educates inthe 
Tocel slementary schoo! at Gull Lake end the 
Bentley High Sehoo! 

in 1848, Dayton ard Golde, with the two 
cldren sil athome, Galaie and Byron, moved 
te Portland, Oregon Dayton asin thesecurty 
Staff of Montgomery Wards for years, and 
Tera in 1967, After that he operated @ saw 
‘ing business unt he passee away In 1972 
Mother (Golde followed him In 1974 

Three of Dayton and Goldle’s boys aro 
dentists Domer employed by the California 
State Department of Correction; Warren prac 
tieing in Loe Gatos, Callonia. Elsworm heeds 




















ty. Anderson, Califor: 
tired 8 living with her Nos 
1 home place in Patiand, Ore 
Gols isaRaN. and physio-teranit ving with 
You may wonder wnathappenedtome, D> 
me, |2old my practice andaccepteda stator 
Service appointment esa dentit fr the Depart 
tmentof Correction | works the training aiity 
4 Soldaa. Caiforia, where thers are 8200 in 
tates There are 12 such "behind the wall oF 
{ance faites in Calforia with some 20.000 
inmates. nour fciity we have SitanSiran, who 
fonnedy. Alo wo Mave Dan 























| wasnt quite react retro when I sold my 
practice, 0 09k tis civ service appointment 
fs 8 step toward it Four af our five boys aro 
‘married Two ar high schoo! teachers wo a 

focountants, and one is 2 medical ab tae 
ian. We have five grandaughtors and thee 
‘randsons 








WATSON. ALBERT & 007 
‘oat Wen 
























‘Their baby daughter, Georgina, and 
Granny. Al's mother, completed the family 
Georgina was in grade 1m Bentley the samo 
year a8 Dickie Damron, 
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Having been raised in the Red River Satie. 
ment. Granny moved with her parents in a Red 
River Carin 1670, to homestead onaiel River 
iol along the North Saskatchewan River east of 
Prinee Alber Granny had.na formal schooling 
‘She was taught to read and write by hee father 
They rantad an old unfinished house in 
antay between the Community Halland 
Thorp's Garage for $300 per month. Each fll 
Al banked thehouse wit garden soto keep out 
fhe cola, anc every sping moved it way again 
ta keep thelumber romrotting Goodsottwater 
had tobe carried in by pal from a well behind 
‘Thorp's Garage. Coal i amps provided ight A 
wa0d burning cook stow and @ tin ainight 
heater provided heat. In winter they had permi= 
sion tout dy trees along the Blinaman Aver, 
many tmos when he temperature was 30 below 
‘Theloge were Rauled nome on aborrowedteam 
Ana bob sleigh In spring arow with abuzzsaW 
{cu he wood ito stove lengths. As wood tres 
‘id not last al night, sometimes the ta kettle 
‘As work was scarcoin winter, Aland Dotran 
a tap line, and took small game forthe Table 
They would nover shoot 8 dear They snare 
coyates, which wore worth $1000 each. One 
ald day, when starting out onthe rap lne, Vern 
Wilton drove by, on his way to feed Clarence 
Damon's cattle, He calles out "I's 36 below! 
YYoubetter go back "They tied back afer two 
miles, instead of going six. They bought ather 
’An enjoyable two weeks was turkey shoot 
season, Aland Dot both won thet share of tu 
keys and goose for the Chnsimas holidays. 
Perey Willow's shoot was super, 256 @ shot at 
the target with ight people per round. Ogle 
‘Johnson, the tnsmath. ane Me. Witheroll tho 
the Bentley boulevard, cut weeds for Hans 
Hanson inthe municipality, ai aritor work at 
fhe Community Hall at $1.00 per avert. dug 
(raves, and did any other jobs avaliable. A 
pont many seasons threshing with Jonny 
Hunter and OMo Tete for $2.00 per along day 
Dot worked at cooking for freshers int 
for papering or painting, t 50¢ per day sowing 
nd aby siting 
Aland Bot worked fr several summers on 
‘the midway when the stampess and shows 
vlog in Albers 














sang, ealled. square cances, played guia, 
banjo, accoraan, mouth organ, of dle. He 
ould play the mouth organ, banjo, an crus 
Silat once. For years Jonny Hunter playedwth 
[Al Watson. They played for house partes, ro 
‘eos, contest, anc aut west the barn dances. 

‘A got horeehar from he long tas of ranch 
‘gldings He washed thsshorsensivand renaired 

In the years when harvesters, taking free 
‘idea on freight trains, looking Tar work when 
there was na work, then stopping everight by 
the rairoad tracks to cook-out upper andsioop 
fon the groung, Johny end Al ofton tock thei 
‘ultare and spent the eveningin the junato vst 
Ing, smging and paying. brought jay to many 
heartened rod riders. They drank camptre 
faa because tey dlanthavetne money towaste 

“These were the times when Wilf Carter 
came Weet and made good with his Country 
songs and youoting 

The highlight ofthe yea or Aland Dot was 
going tothe Calgary Stampese, playing in the 
Parade: for ehuckewagon steet dances andthe 
Friday night Cowboys Gall 

Aland Dot moved into the county where 
Dot rumed school tescning_ Al's mother dies 
So he toak over the housekeeping. After thy 

sof teaching, Country. Calgary, Sarco In 
‘ian Reserve, and Huttertes, Det retired. Five 
Vearslator A passecaway. Georginamariodan 
Airforce tad she haa known since senool days. 
‘grandchildren. Dot still goes 10 the Country 
Damron sing. She knows many of the cowboy 
famites, ais year, 1083, s Dots 48th consee 
live yaar at the Calgary Stampede. 














WECKER, DAN FAMILY 

| was born in Maple Creek, Sask. on Aug. 
10, 1914. In tho spring of 1895 | came tothe 
Benteyditrit with my folks, bother Jn and 
Grandmother Wecker We rented the Ray Milos 
farm, ie mile west of Bentley. which I now own 
fd lve on I ave farmed ali my ie and have 
fealty enjoyes it 

Inthe spring of 1964 Jobn Van Leost ang 
family moves to Bentey. | slated courting Ms 
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tranalerred to Eemonton. Inthe spring of 18 
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uly 29,1978, they were married, Dianne founda 
job In Red Dear, atthe Bank of Nova Scotia 
tirving backend orth tone farmeach day. Jack 
fand Dianne went to Edmonton that fal after 
Combining was finshed Jack went to work for 
MeKinnloy Heating and Dianne for Hospital and 
Medical Care. As farming wasn’ very profitable 
ney decid to ety n Edmonton, sa" thee 
‘mobile home maved up thre. Oak Ridge Park 
‘pene up Yor mobile homes near Sherwood 
Park and thoy wore lucky enough to move in 
or, Jack is back. working for Lennox Indus 
ries and Dianne works. for Alera Tratic 
Supply 
We rented the farm land out inthe spring ot 
1979 and sold our machinery kept the cate 
started hs grace 12 28 he was playing Junior 
Hockey wth the “Drumheller Falcons” Alter 2 
Successful years in Drumllor ne went to Medi 
‘ine Hat and played forthe Meine Hat Tigo 
fn ther playoffs The high hah wae going to 
Montreal and playing Tor the Memorial Cup 
teen though they wan anly one game. The 
towing year Ryan played forthe Medicine Hat 
gers but he cin t have avery successful sa 
on, 20 decided to return to Drumpolior Hee 
fided. to. take plumbing so” worked and 
Sparenticed under Jack Same, and later for 
Gerald Clare 
(On duly 19, 1976, he maried Antoinette 
Ssehn from Orumbeller They moved in 2 small 
house in Nacmine which yan bought earhor 
nd remodel, Alter Ryan received is pu 
ing papers he bought house in Hanna in De 
Comber, 1978, and started his own plumbing 
business, Ryan end Antoinette have two dag 
ters, Amber Nleol, bor March 20,1679, and 
Melanie Legh bor Ap, 980 yan sti 

















WECKER, EMMANUEL AND FAMILY 

Emmanuel Wecker was born Jan. 6, 1883, 
land Katherina Wacker whom he mated in 
1806, was born Nov. 6 1887. They wore married 
‘nBowden, North Dakota, In #995 and Ms. 
Weeker with their thee sors, Dave, John, and 
Dan; toga with Mr Weeker's mother, moved 
toBentey, 











“They rentes the Ray Mies farm. ane mile 

and Mra. Wecker had seven children 
fda, mariag Jack Konschuck of Calgary 
ida and Jake naa ten moe, which gave nem & 
total of fourtaen dren There was Ray. reno. 
{lars Flaence,Miton, Lioys, Doris, Alan, Ken 
janis Virginia, Audrey, Sharon and-Joan. Thay 
iost Jami atthe age of tees, wen he arowned 
In the creek on their farm at Cluny. Jack 
Konschuick passed away on March St, 1081 ana 
Gardens in Calgary 

Hida married Ray Sith frm Nelson, 8. 
Thay nad six children, Ray, Eileen, Norman, 
Mabelle Jean, Dan snd Joyce. Hilda passed 
‘Sho offered, neipng ner husband puling recs 

Dave married Freda lara ofthe Happy Fill 
district They have three children, Laura, 
Bonnie, ang Brian. Dave and Freda, wih Brian 
Continue to live on their farm at Evarts. 

Elsie married Allan Clark of Cluny. They 
haga ehloren, Mavisand Stan Stan whoa 
feeldent on July 28, 1958. Else's husband, 
Alan, passed away in 1977. She continues to 
tive In Calgary. 

‘John married Margatet McLeod of Calgary 
Thay nave five chidren, Carol Kathy. Linda, 
Fon, and Lorna. Jann sorvoa inthe army during 
the war from 1699 to 1945. He was pensioned 

Ban married Ann Van Lacst of Bentley 




















yan, Dan and Ann lion hele farm, one mils 

Mary marred Wilber Seibel fom Everts, 
They have ix children, Fiorina, Wayne, Janet, 
Gail Luaton, and Myena Mary ang Wilbert now 
Tein tathricge 

Emmanusl Wecker passed away on Oct. 1, 
1942, and Kathorina remarried in 1948 {0 
Emmanusl Krause of Calgary. They continues 
livin in Calgary, where Kathorina passes way 
fon June 2, 1960, 80th Errmanet Wacker. and 
Katherina are buried inthe Bentley Comstery 





WELCH, S. HENRY 
By HarryB. Hansen 





the Gull Lake ditrictin 1298, hamesteading the 
ome quarter. Thy lator bultacomforablatwo 
Storey frame home. This was on the NE 

Henry wae a well educatec Englishman, not 
too wail adapted to the hardsnips of 
homesteacing hrs Weich was moreadaptedto 
‘he if, having had some experonce. She did a 
both hard-working poopte, and madea success 
fof their twenly years of homestesaing and 
farming, 

They had four children: Howard, Grace, 
Margaret, and Phil. They all attended Gull 
UUske Seno! Howard lett he farm ata” early 
fage and settad in B.C. Grace and Margaret 
‘Became sehool teachers. Grace aught the Gul 
Cake Schoo! about 1814 and again in 1816 this 
fe as Mr. Grant Cure. She was the fst 10 
texen Grade 9 in the schoo, 

Philip joined the Canadian Army athe age 
116, and a hla n action in Frence in Apr 

‘Tne Walches anquirestwomore quarters 
lan actoss the road. the W'15-40-28.W ll 
thee of his farms were healy tmbored with 
poplar and balm, eo he only farmed about 100 








They stocked the place with horses ang 
cat, and always had a nice Srving team sd 
ovoral sadate horses. They always milked ten 
Repen Beach, oF "Wiesevilie", Mr. Welch 
Selvered dairy products, ogg, and vegetsbes, 

‘Henry Welch was on the first Gull Lake 





551 


Schoo! Bosrd, They were keony interested in 
fsivestion and the welfare of the community 

Henry was also a politician: a great 
Conservative, alvays working for his party. He 
fede about tying #0 ince the stirs f9 vole 
for nis cancisato, 

By 1079, rand Mrs, Welch, being alone on 
the farm, decided they ha had enough. The 
price of lang was considered good ater the wat 
boom: $20.00 por ere forheaviy timbered ana 
fand up t9 $60.00 por acre for improved lan 
‘They sold tho three quarters to the Mrs rom 
Saskatchewan, who still own two of the 
B.C, where hrs. Walon gled. Later Henry 
Femariaa, Aon ofthis secon marriage, Dave 
tnd his ita, Gen, of $650 Ola Field aaa, AR 
3\Victorla, 1G. called on us ane inspected his 
father’s ola homestead, and gathored some 

(Only Margaret ie stil alive, of te orginal 
family 








LER, JULIA ANO WES 
By Gertude Damon 
Mrs, Julia Weller and son, Wes, together 
‘th Mes. Brady Palmer and daughter Darnell, 
‘camo to Bentley trom Washingion, USA. in 
1906 and made ther home here for several yo 
ars. Wes wes a carpenter by trade so bull the 
houso on Sand ave just east of 0th St. which 
‘was known asthe Welle house formany yoare. 








WENGER FAMILY 
By Gere Wenger 

The Wenger family arrived inthe beauntut 
Blindman Valley In December. 1944. This 
included Tany, ne wit, Gertrude and their four 
one Ear. 12: Lester, 1; Donale, and Clifor 
45 They had purchased a farm ono milo wast 
{ang one and a half miles south of Bentley and it 
teas known inthe district asthe Tommy Coates 
ice, o later, asthe Frank (Cappy) Tharp frm 

Th was a now adventure Tor the Wengers 
who, forthe frst time, nad indoor plumbing ane 
‘ctr ights. The lights were produces rom 3 
Delco pant situated inthe garage and not only 
the barn ang hog barn and the water was 
Dumped electety, We reallythoughtwe had 
frrived atthe ultimate in luxury ving but ater 
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fut it was not going to be all un. twas aie 
‘ver alta mile south to the highway and ator 
the road passable, The whole family had to get 
into the act and one spring after being 
snowbound for several months. wo iterally 
hovel our way to the highway, block by 
block of hard;packed snow. The oniy way 
could get to town was to walk over the 
Snowhenks Or go though the Hels with tearm 
Bentoy, most of aur social actives, or thee 
were we hadmeny good tes andmademany 
ree ype boys all graduates trom high school in 
‘delced to sal the faim ancmove te Batley ae 
Tony was working for the Lacombe School 
Dhvaion and it Became too hard to do bot 
lived tnere until 1984, when, with some urging 
from Cliford and Lester we decided we Wouls 
thet ty ing a wamer sate and go to 
Fussell Garros and moved to Vernon, B.C. and 
fre til ving thee 

“Thrae of the boys algo live in Vernon Lester 
Iga saloeman for Lavington Paner Mil Donald 

ariner nla rm an Ciford smanag 
forA€ LePage Real Estate Earl works foran ol 
company in Calgary 

“Tony is now relved ance aretakingiteasy 
and enjoying aur children and grancenilaren 
and have one great grandson, 





WESSERLING FAMILY 


Honry Wesserling and his wite, Sophie 
arrived in the Calkins Valley, March 18. 
Blong with the John Kurzman family. Rs 
Wersering and Me. Kureman wore sisters. 
They moved into the Wallace Calkins blidngs, 
Ing there while ther house was berg bul 
Mrs, Wsserling's brothers Bll ape Charlo 
Clark came up in tefl to help geoutthelogs 
mill which was locates south west of tne Valloy 
wont back fo Eaton, Washington 

born in 1910 and Marie bom in 1913. | 




















rave known them to stay up all night ana pay 
Culverts and corduroying roads, or whatever 
work was to bo done to payoff thir oad taxes 
“The WeeseriingsanatheRichardsons Nada 
sale in the epring of 1917 and moved back tO 
Extonvile, Washington. Clarence Damron was 
Lenco, and the oid house Is stil standing 
Sophie in May, 1948. Their son, Elmer, passed 
sway Ail 37, 1976 and ne and nis wifo had @ 
fon and two daughters. one at which won the 
beauty contest for California. Elmers wie, 
Renal lves at Gig Harbor, Washington. and 
Minter, Washington. cs + 








WESTER, EMIL AND FAMILY 
By Hulda Wester 

Emil Wester nomestaaged twa miles south 
and Si anda half miles west of Bentley on SW 
ee40-2:5 in 1911 

‘Born and eductted in Golstabruk. Anger 
maland, Swaden, December 16, 1888 (deceaved 
‘August 1973) ne immigrated to ho United States 
{in 190, shorty after completing hs military sr 
ties in the Swedish Army, landing in Podtiand 
Oregon 

‘Coming frm a lumbering industry area of 
‘sweden, he found work in the lumber mils 
fround Portiand, later moving to Revelstoke, 
ac. 


He came tothe Bentiey area with some of 
his elon workers, Fed Erckson, Krls Odberg 
fan Sever Salborg. where hefledon hishomes- 

il and | wore maried on October 12 
1817. Emit hada smal Rouse on hishomestoad 
fnd hag cared and broken fourteen acres of 
8nd ved on the Magnus Christianson farm for 
the fst year of our marrage. 

waste former Hulda Vera Johanson, who 
with my parents, Reverend Evi ané Anna Jo 
nd Esther: and two brothers, At ane Sam. An 
Dilbert 

immediately went to work forthe Witiam 
Farr amrly. wha had come here from MeBane, 
Michigan and homesteaded tne NW. 10-40-26 
in 1908, After working for hem fora year, went 
{Owork forthe HM. Trimble famiy of Lacombe, 
Until my mariage, 

{Emil and | started farming on our homes: 
1818 which hit many families hard Prices were 
high ia the 19208, making progres slow for 
those just starting We has bought afew heifers. 
but acquiring asmallhorswas alow process by 
atura inrease. and too. our acreage being 
Smal, our tees supply was limited, £0 took 
years to get twenty miking cows, andthey were 
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help clearing and breaking the land with 

for end breaking iow. Up unt then Emil had 
Cleared the land Sy axe, pulling the big roots 
fut with Norses. or blating with, dynamite, 
taking the lan fit to break wits horses, 

The 1820's waren foo conducive 12 pro= 
‘ress, what with barley 32¢ 9 bush, eggs 038 
8 dozen and a good taer bringing litle more 
than the price of a good ten-pound roast of 
beet toy, but in mixed Yarming aren we 
Sidnt want tor food. We grew huge gardens, 
tanned hundreds of quarts of vegetabis and 
one without many things, But we learned to 
‘aasnt unusual tomake articles of lating tam 
flour sacks, and Robin Hood's picture graced 

Wehad anew loghouse builtin 1998, which 
we ware dlightod with, but wae destroyed by 
fen 1987- We bought our fist erin 1935, and 
this Sure boat travel By team and democrat or 
wagon. especialy in cry weather, But in wot 
‘roathor on those dirt roads. was a hassle. 

‘Our fet daughter Violet wa born athome 
in 1919. Dr, Hynes had boon called fom La 
Combe, but didnot are before the Baby eas 
‘bom. I took some time to rave about twenty 
two miles with nore and Buggy, and wasnt 
Uncommon forthe doctor to trae! such Sista 

Gur second caughter, Lyla arived in De 
ember, 1821, (Goceated in December, 1963). 
fd once again Mother Johanon saw to her 
fra 28 she oid with so many babies in the 

‘By August of 1824 our st gon, Marvin was 
Eckulls came fo our home forhis delivery. This 
baby geve us tet four months, and thank 
goodness for Dr. Henry's arrival in Bentioy at 
{hat time, ae he soon had our san thevng 

In 1035 we. were blessed wth another 
daughter. Masia, This time twas Or Henry who 
‘camo to our home to deliver her. Then cam 
‘Tune af 1940, and our second son, Roger. was 
born but this time we weloomed our bady nthe 
Beniay Hospital where itis now skuatea 

(Our thos alder children attended Sunset 
Hil school, withthe exception of Vleet attend 
ing Boyle school forte fst two years, which 
‘wos only during the fall ang pring othe year, 
Nise Annie Thompson sas her fat teacher 
with Miss Boyle forthe second year ang bath 


























teachers. During their atten 
Sunset Hil sehool they had some 
very capable and fine young ladies as teachers 
namely” Jean Connors, Freda MacOanal, ls 
Rose, Ruth Graig, Joy Ruseall and Pryla St 
to miss school Teachers, pupils and parents 
became well acquainted, and it was a pleasure, 
Christmas Concerts atthe schools were a 
nighight of the year, and I daresay, more ta 
tented Producers Actorsand Actresses were or 
‘school picnic at the end of June was another 
nappy event. Spars events of every kind an 
{3008 fo0d, with gallons. of homemade ice 
Spot, turned out by Rend operated lee cream 
‘our Christian education, holding services in his 
home or that of @ neighbor. Then too the Vig 
church was an early accomplishment 
wealth was measures in dala, then we 
hadetmuch, expecially noureary years onthe 
farm, but if measied in good neighbors. han 
wwe were wealthy indees. My forte to reach 
their kind Delp. a x 
"became ver il one cid 30 dogree below 
winter moening. and upon ealing Or. Henry, 
drifts stopped him, so we set out with team and 
Sleigh together wih aur closeneighbors, Edwin 
Solberg and Gar Vig, weweremet by OF Henry 
within tres mies of our hme. wa then tens 
ferred tothe doctor’ car and rushed the hoe 
pital. (The hospital was then situated ust one 
block east from down town). There were no 
biooe banks at that tm, and | was need of 
load goa danorhadtotefound, Luck was ith 
ts tht day, for Ewin was abe o prove my 
type blood. misc to our gratiae 
“To speed up recovery when | was released 
Iver ten. 1 have 2 feoing Bort Thorp, who 
liver of every beet he slaughtered, as well as cid 























We moved of the farm in 1942 to Sylvan 
Le, whore we started a Tourist Cabin bus 
ess. Mavis and Rodger took their senoaling 

‘Our farming years were certainly event 
but iis too has been an exiting and challang 





era eg a Clear od ae 

















to a farm west of Rimbey and ttm there into 
Fimboy. Bill married Anna Leike ana began 
dolverer. Sally returned to the Unites States 
feturned tothe States to bacome an emplayeeat 
the ace racks unt nejoined the U.S. army and 
‘was stationed in Germany. Ho and his wile now 

Only the parents, together wth Sam and 
Eda, remained on the farm and in 3898 Kar 
ding sudeniy, When war wae Seclared Eddie 
Ho married Edna Iverson from Leodaie ang 
‘99 production on land near Lacombe. They 
employee of Deer Home and recently ne has 
been busy doing jantoral work. He Is now 
fetid. He and Edna are grest bowlers and 
golfers. Their three cone, Garry, Allan and 

nneth are graduates of Rayal Roads and 
Kingston Miltary College. Allan recent ltthe 
tilary ands lving in Ottawa Garey, a lawyer 
in Ottawa and Ken in Oromocto are atin the 
Canadian Armed Forces The two girs, Civico 
and Nancy are married. Ciatiee and her 
husband, don Hare, i in Calgary with their 
find esse, Ive in Reg Deer 
In Rpm 1943. The nome farm was sold to & 
grandson, Miton Cale, ana the hire quaror was 
ld to. data. 

In October, 1843, Sam martiod Edna Hall 
trom Edmonton and they lea on the farm 
rovously owned by Gus Palm. Hor they tives 
{int 1989 andtnenmavadtothe GroverRloson 
farm. That year tae, Eda returned to feaching 
In Bentley Junior High Schoo! and continu 
there unt she retired from teaching In 1974 

‘Except for haying, Sam no longer farms 
‘Tho grain land has boon rents to a neighbor. 
Formany yars Sam payed tal. then coached 
local men's toa, Fora number of years Neha 
Coaches the Lockhart Ladies’ bal tim Hess 
keeps active with curling, golting and three 
Singing groups = Forshee Farmers, Grop-in 
{Ghowr and the United Church enor 
































‘The four ehildran are no longer home 
Donna isn Eémonton where she Ives with ner 
husband, Ken klipe Sherecentiyretiedas an 
tftice manager to keep the books for her 
husband's business. Shai, her husband, Jim 
Ferguson. and thelr daughter, Jody. alsolvesin 
Egmanton Jim and Sheila are teachers in 
Esmanton schools, Joy, who retired a8 3 
pharmacist with the armed forces in 1879, 6 
‘martes to Yves Bosse, a plo io the Canadian 
forces and they, wth thei son, Mae, are ving 
in'La Ble, Quebec. Dean isin is last year at 
archeology. 

Sal the thee youngest ent. Sam and 
fre sil ving 


\WETZEL, RONALD AND NELLIE 
By Marine Wate! 

ronald Wetzoi was born May 7, 1900, in 
Nebraska ang came to Cana with his parents, 
Mr. & Me. Kar! Wetzel, atthe age of hirtaan 
‘years. My mother, Nea Whitwarth, was bom 
‘Tune 20, 1898 nlowa and came fo Canada wth 
her parents, Mr & Mrs Chas Whitworth tthe 
‘98 of eighisen months. Mather and Dad were 
mariee im Lacombe on April 6, 1920, The fst 
bridal shower ever to be held inthe Outat ds 
tnt was for my mother, a the home of Mis, 
Philo Slaughter 

‘Mom an Dad setod frst onthe Tom Mok: 
‘oy farm west of Rimboy and farmed there unt 
41922: then moving tothe Barnet farm five mils 
north of Bentiay 

Tas born on Febeuary 47, 1823 and inthe 

















rings far, hal mile soutn of Gnapel schoo. 
My Brother Ken, was born Api 1, 7926 

tn 1836, Dad and Mom purchased the Bill 
‘Cummings farm andyesided here unt i heath 
forced Dad into seling th livestock and farm 
machinery and renting the farm in February, 

"Wine on a trp, Mother passed away June 
15, 1998 at Portland, Oregon, never reaching 
ur destination of visting relatives in California. 

ad end I moved to Bentley the fal of 956, 

nara Dad resided unt his passing December 
21088. 

‘The fama been sold Donal Wernerin 
the spring of 1957 

Ken and | tended Chapel schoo! and we 

‘Dad snd Mom took an active part in com 
munity alfare ang Dad was @ member of the 
Bentley Elks in his ater years. Mom wae active 
inthe Women’s institute and Forshee Commun- 
iy Cub. Dad enjoyed being Santa Claus atthe 
Christmas concer, changing his voice so no 
‘one knew wa he was. Mom spent her leeure 
noure making quits, weaving rugs, crocheting 
tnd sewing, gardening and growing flows. 
They bath enjoyed going to dances and play 






































Ing cards with thelr trenas and neighbors 
Dad ralsed a lot of fogs, miked several cows 
as wall as grain farmed 

graduated trom Mawel Halrressing 
School July, 1984 andhave operated "Maxine s 





Beauty Salon” from my own home at Rimboy 
since graduation renoy playing cares, garden 
ing and reading and going on holiday t points 
Canada 

Ken martied Edt Elmauist April 7, 195 
fs, Dianna, born 1958, and. Delamas, ors 
4861. Ken and Eat live in Red Deer where 
both are employed - Ken a5 locksmith at Re 
(Beer ‘Reginal Hospital and’ Esith as Uni 
(Charge on a nursing uit at Michener Cento 
Dianna is presontiy employed and. lving in 
Calgary and Desamae wil be a gradeate nurse 
tthe Red Deer College in July, 198 





WHITESELL, DELBERT AND FAMILY 
By Deibert Whitesell 

Sno purchased tana trom New Burces, who 

In aaaition 1 farming, Dad aid blacksmi- 
thing work for his neighbors and the Whitesal 
ome became a stopping place, pariculay for 
homesteagers traveling to and from thelr No 
mesteads north and east ofthe Re Deer rer, 
ne there were accasions when practealy 


et 
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‘moved there and Dad spent the rest f is fe 
there. He passed away November 23,1909 and 
Mother ied December 1.1073, 

T'was bon at Bushnell, South Dakota on 
May 2. 1889 and attended schoo! at Norrie 
‘Springs, lowa, an later at Bushnell When the 
family moved tothe Burbank area ia Albert, | 
atfonded school at Blacklalds, anc my fret 
teacher wae Miss Stewart ollowedty Miss EM 
Perrin, SH Farewell and Mi, Creighton, 
ana bought one at Rimboy. which wa farmed 
tint the spring of "936, and during the lst 
by the municipalty on road construction and 
maintenanes work inthe district, 

(live and had four sone, John. Mary, ila 
ang Charles and a foster daughter, Ruby Mae 
live paseod away a Bentley May 6, 1852 nd is 
bey 
thon came back fo Lacombe where | married 
Mrs Sage May Paull on August 9, 1955 Sade 
wes inonher att ane Anuar 
In Ya84_ After ving im Lacombe for atime, we 
Bactve members of the Cerival Alberta O14 T 
mere. Ascociation. We attended the United 
Church and Iwasa life member ofthe Mosern 
Woodmen of America, which | hag joined in 
2, 

‘Saco passed away June 11,1979 and | am 
now ving n the Seniar Gitzons Lodge in Ri 
bey 


























Bessie marred Arthur Walker of Alix Api 4 
1806 and died at Fort Langley, 8 July, 1858. 
Chere marieg Stone MePherson of Benitey in 
‘August 1919 and passed away June 90,1871 in 
taro Februsty 1, 1823 and ded at Bentley Feb 
ary 7, 1988 John marred Giadys Stephenson 

The following ls an excerpt ram an article 

















































writen in 1967, giving the history ot ny tami a 

John Wilbur was born at Bently on Apr 
1917, maried Louse Mary Green at hanna, De 
Comber 9. 1948 and Is employed as a fnshing 
Sunde, Ala Harry Max, who was born at Bor 
ley on October 25,1919, maried Marion Kale 
Bigelow at Vancouver June 10, 1812. He hat 
ben electrical inspector forthe oy of Calgary 





Rimboy Seplember 3, 1027 and was married to 
‘lice Margaret McCullough at Peace River on 
February 28, 1983, Ha snow employed asprt 
fran torte Intemational Harvester Company 


Manning, Alberta, Charles Huston was bora at 
Fimboy dune 3, 1829 and marries Audrey May 
Anderson at bey Maren 3, 1959 ang s now 
lt Rocky Mountain House. Ruby oe was born 
4 Edmonton on June 80,1289 and maried Gor- 
{don Sakotshy at Aimbey on Novembar 19,1956, 
They now lve at Swit Current. where Gordons 
employed as a trucker with an ol company. 








WHITWORTH, CHARLES HENRY FAMILY 
‘By Belle Graham (nee Whitworth 


Charles Whitworth wae born Nov. 19, 
1868, in Patterson, lowa, USA and passed 
away at Boney, Alberta une 12. 1926, 

Hs wife Cora Savannagh Palmer. wastom 
Sept. , 187% at Barney ows. Sho iodin Janu 
ay, 1050, 

‘They ative from Patterson, 1owa, at La 
combe, North West Terstones. Canada, Dec 
28.1899, with five children Folioeing ae he 
names, bith eates, and spouses in brackets 

Minnie Poari born Sept. 23, 1890 ~ (Fred 
Elsworth), Waller Lee (Jake) boxn Marc” 12, 

892 (In Wetzel; Mamie Annie bon May 18, 

43884 = (Ben Nicks} Bert (Jud) borm Maron 22, 
4890 - (Clara Rgds). (ud was witn he army in 
therrt worlg warn England). Nelle Alesomn 
Sune 20,898 - (Ronald Witz) 

“The family 100k up residence on afarm east 
of Lacombe or threa years twas tnerethat 70 
‘ore etildren weee born: - Charis Thomas, 
Bo Maren 21. 1900 - (Eleen Feer), Phoebe 
May barn Feb, 20, 1902 (Ray F. Gideon} 

In March 1903 the temily 00k up resizonce 
on their nomestead, north of Beniey, the SV 
fo-t11-Ws, where twa children were born 
Eva Balla bam June ¥, 1804 - (George T- Gra 
ham): Frecerck Ray born Aug 29, 1908 ~ (rma 
Rud}. Aesisting at ther bith was Maggie 
Slaughter. (Fred served in the amy in the 3 
‘cond world war as cook) 

Former residents on ths farm wore tho Bar 
nett andthe Mannings. EvaBlloGraham isthe 
‘only survivor ofthe original famiy. All but Fred 
fre buried in he Bentley Cemetery redis bur 
fod at North Batifore, Sask 

From records kept by her father and from 
tho years Charles was prominent in poitical 
ang loral Improvement distct afar. Ho was 
Bentley Vilage Counel ater moving therein 





























young folks gathered at this home for sports 
fen a= horseshoes, croguot and baseball 
games. 

' iage house bul by the Barnets on the 
SE 10-41-15 was completely destroyed by 8 
Cyclone in 1928, was unoccupied athe time 
brs ws spread over many acres and some 
artcies were never found: others twisted and 
buries 
outshine of Bentey, best known as the Ralph 
Garis pace, they mileed cows and raised pigs 

tens, mage and sols butte 

Ittor her father's death, Gello and her 














mother operated 2 boarding and rooming 
‘ine operated a alo in Bentley. Jonn Eston 
‘route take bread to Rimbey where tis belioved 
tornave been sold at George Mowbrey's Store. 

Bll worked at many places Gently and 
tooth F and John Oanvon'shames. She wall 
remembers the many white sist CF Dam 
ron wore to his auction sales. She heed at Dr. 
Fanny's home when his tat child wa born and 
leo tthe Bentley Hospital wnen was located 
in the old Garres house on main strat helping 
to save the arm ofa man who had blood potson, 
‘The treatment consisted a soaking to arm ina 
olor of not water beside is hospal bed. Me 
mroriesrecal'a mission Dr Henry and 8 nurse 
pendix on the kitchen table The lunch they 
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had taken with them was given tothe lady's 

Baring harvast time Balle wou travel with 
ine erew talp cack at various places, such az 
Henry Castaman's, Moore's, Nenoleon's. Ro 
hale Wetzel, ano Jud Whitworth fo name & 

On August 
Graham 

‘Of this iaige Charles Whitwort family only 
Fred’ grandson, Gerty Whitworth, of Tule 
ford, Sabkatchowan, cares an the Whitworth 


1992, sho maries George T 


LETTER FROM CANADA 
CH WHITWORTH WRITES AN INTERESTING 
LETTER FROM THE NORTH WEST TEARITO- 
RIES TO THE EDITOR OF THE MADISONIAN 

Wa had no cols weatnerunt 
no snow unt the 

“The cole does ot atfect a person so much 
ing, and Ihave been out teaming when It ras 

“This i ine grain and stock country. Small 
‘grain does fine ul the season i too shart for 
25, wheat 60, potatoes 30, eggs 90, satis very 
highat2 cents pound, molasses $1 per galon 
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Lacombe, Canada, 
February 17.1900, 


LETTER FROM CH. WHITWORTH 
MARCH 18.1900 


Editor Reporter 

We are having the tinest weather fever saw 
Ite there was, andtnemud does otstick ike t 
‘Joos in fowa, It dons na oll up on your wagon 
wheels and the wind blows but verte, Cattle 
Took weitandarevery high. Theyarea great dea 

‘Cows sal Tor $45" and $50. fat cattle at 

Horses ar high and we need some good 

Ive Bevington and ANN Hall were hore: was 
slag to see ther, Inve is going to stata cattle 
Fann west f Lazomb, on the Slindman Fiver, 
This aie cate country plenty af grass and 
water Mr Sen Palmerandirve Bevington haves 
Iaige tact of lang on the lineman River Be 
ington bought railroad land while here. The 
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ranch willbe Known a8 the Bevington and 
“There all kinds of money tobe made here 
in me catie business Cate nave grazedon the 
"We nad no snow untll February and vary 


CHAS. PALMER WRITES MARCH 18%, 1900 
Editor Reporter 
fall t as been some time since tlt the 

‘This is a ice country and we are having 
bulging our home. It was all the way trom 20, 
to 20 degrese below and sil was comfort: 

Fishing and hunting are tine. One of our 
neighbors wet out ana shot five cerlast week 

{otsat waits and grouse:ohunt Howaroall 
te bays? Give thom my best wishes. 

How isthe baseball clu geting along? Te 
them would ike tbe with them 1 ary unig 
the barbershop in connection wth the note 
‘working ona lary 
and fishing with me, We ive within Tout mites of 
Gul Laka: a lovely body of water, eight mie 
wide and eighteen nies long. 

ffieh caught nthe lake weighing thie 
pounds. 

Trve Bevington and AN, Null saw it and it 








\WIANCKO, ALBERT FAMILY 

Cur families riginates from the Ponoks 
area but a8 4 young marted couple, my hus 
Dena Alber, ana and two small daughters, Vi 
let and Meda, moved to California ia 1923, 
Albert want ints the bung constuction bus 
ness in Alameda, California and was manager 
of a Mutual Store before mowing to the Bentley 

"Encouraged by good prices on tur-bearing 
0 into a fur-larm operation in the Sunset di 
trict with Alerts fathor ana wo beotnes, Dou 
‘lar and George. We bought land. around 








west and 2 miles north of Bently. built a high 
tnovan wir fence around 800 acres including 
the aka, and stocked the areavwith beavers and 
Imutkrate caughtin Albertastroams We paidthe 
{Bovernment $5.00 for each beaver and 258 for 
tach muskrat, After uilding our home, enlo. 
Snes runways, barns, and a large mest use 
‘ested in fowes at $500 to $500 each as well 9s 
Dleted our stock of fu bearing animals 

“They thrived on wild rabbis we shot and 
skinnea, andhorsemeat rom oighoraes we pur 
hasod from farmers. and butchered. | baked 
thousands of hart tack Biscuts whenever we 
on, sowemoved back to Bentley where worked 
inthe Bentley Co-op while Alber continued to 
bocomeestabisnedintnefur-tarming business, 
‘ter? years we agein moves to Sunset and 
‘Continued our furtarming venture 

‘slinough our hardships were many, wea 
ways hadiots teat. a good garden, chickens, 
tik, lots of wld game, fish rom the Horseshoe 
‘Our aah drinking water came trom a dup wall 
teach palctul drawn up by a pulley and cat 
abouts feettothonoute (Compared oct ie 
in California whore we previously ved, was 
Primitive) We ook Sur wea! o Eee be 
Despite the depression they were hepoy days 

“The mode of transportation was our Hus 
son Super Si” which we brought with us from 
California, But iitrained the sticky gumbo mud 
Buggy (a horse drawn wagon named ater A 






































We enjoyedraving guess. Newly wed cou 
ples and tenes cemo to our hme to enjoy 





Social gatherings, barry pleking, country am 
Iu our ne aig game huntog wos 
bagged a moose, deer or elk. cannes the meat 







ii time our daughters, aged # and 9 
Summer ing. one of the olf horses double 
Gnthusiastic tal-wagging German shepherd 
tauee of tha dogs enthusiasm, the girs often 
found thomoives left behing ns snow dit and 
had to call a hal. to hm on the sled again. 

Suneet school was 2 one-room S-9rade 
classroom with about 20 students, Some ofthe 
Teaenere Who decieted their teaching akile 
were. Mise Jean Connor 7931/32. Miss GA 

ig 1992/53, Miss Joy Rusge 1993/94 Mr 
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the warm wit grt welenes to the chifeten in 
the back row but somehow never found ts way 
to the rant wnere the younger ehiliran sat. But 
it nad is aevantages. The entéren brought well 
Serutbed raw potatoes each morning 0 lay 
around the ledge theneater as ther lunchtime 
treat of baked potatoes 
school each boy brought his ite giiends 
horse 16 the schoo! door for her ride hore 

(On cola blizzardy wintrs right in Yan 
ary 1985, wewerebessedwith aon Dr. Wiliam 
Henry ftom Bentley had dificult seiving be 
{eause of the storm and Ken was bom with the 
Bd of neighbor, Louise Holman, as milf, 

For winter projets, we ha a sawn and 
farmers Wom the Sunset aves bought their loge 
to be sawed. Cofles and meals were always 
‘eady for hungry sawyars and cold neighbors 

axes, mink, beavers, muskets, al hvved 
bt the economy lagged and the prices forthe 
{ur pets dropped. The most dict proses 
were the poachers who came onto our land near 
tha ake shore, setting tape st night and deplet 
ing our muskrat and beaver stock 


























564 


The buliding boom was on and Bentey was 
rowing, 30 we sd the Itrm and stock and 
moves back permanently to Bentley io 1985, We 
brought wth us 2 dogs, one eat and the rluc 
Suge! bul half way To Bentley she balked. Asa 
last resort Itiod ope stound andunder neta 
further problems with the jersey cow and she 
Supplied ue with fean milk for many years ur 
ing ur years in Bent 

‘Our hovse was built rom the beh ang 
fn old Sulding in town anainat fumisned mare 
umber. Even the nits were careullypickea up 
br pulled out of he mber staightaned auton 
2 Block of wood. ghing us all the nails we 
Teeded 10 build our home. Meny 2 winters 
fering was spent straightening nals 

Iibert continued n ine Bulging business 
Tava ara many older homes in Bentey foxy 
that Alber aut hie syle to. withthe Spans 
[arenes and stucco work) reminicien of OU 
say in Caitoria, 

‘Through @ rend, Bird Headey, who hada 
theatre at Ponoka, we became interested inthe 
motion picture business, and invested in 
ecand-hand. projectors. contracted motion 
{he poopie of the community One ofthe 1930, 
projectors was in the Eamonton archives tom 
5980 «1960 and ls now in the Pask-a-Poo Mu: 
tive to our shows, and we enlarged the area by 
buying the Emprass Theater in Rimbey ans 
playing at both Rimbey and Bentoy 

In 1947 we sold eur proportios in Bentley 
Play shows, had a smal ranch, raised quarter 
horses, ul a race trackang held several aymk 
hanae at our Green Gables Ranch, ving avery 
aber 1975 Alber passed on aera lengthy 

















‘Our davahters, Vi Barty lives in Edmonton 
Meda Batrson in Calgary and ourson, Dr. Ken 
Wianeko resides in Edmonton, 

‘share a proud place in my heart. When we left 
Bentley twas hard to say farowll as we had 
many ond memories of nepay times with good 
‘rends within tne Bentley earnmunty 








|WIESE, WILLIAM AND FAMILY 

Mi, an Mo, Wiese were both born ip Ger- 
many and came, young peop oNetesks 
29,1080, a! Grand land. Nebraska Mrs, Wiese 
‘was the Tormer Mary Shultz, born in 1864 Mi. 

Je was born Decomber 21, 1856 
“Thay eameto the Aspen Beach eesti 100, 
"where they operated a hotel or stopping place, 
nd lived there unt 1913. They then sala thei 
holdings and movedtotheCarstairarea, where 
they had purchased farm They lived thor for 
tive year ang tnen lived nin vilageo Belay 
tin 1821 and then moved tothe 86-83-25, 
forth west of Bentley 

"The Weses celebrated their Golden Wed 
‘ing on Sunday, March 29, 126, and al thet 
tare with tne exception af ene, woreableto 

Me. Wiese, who was known as “Dad" to 
many of his closa trends, pasted away atthe 
get eignty-two at ne Bertiey hasta attra 
Brief linessMre. Wiese continued to ens 
ood heltn and passed ayn 7955, at he ge 
St ninety-one. 

“They had four sone and three dauahters 
Ralph, who farmed with his father lor many ye 
[ei Roy who armedandleter was acarpentern 
Bentley Cal who was manager ofthe Co-op in 
Bentloy and later moves to Barrhead, Dele in 
business in Consort Lulu, wno marred Bart 
Thorp Linda, married to Glen Rerahal of Tees 
and Eva, matied to Fred Newcombe of Car- 
ing members of the original Wiese family 




















WILDE, CARL 
8 Wide Famiy 

Cart Wilde, nis wit, Dagny, and ther fou 
sons’ Wayne, bom 1882; Wiad. born 1223 
Jack, born 1887 ang Howara, barn 1640, moved 
tothe Gul Lake district in 146, 

‘Cat wae born at Alo, Nebraska, in 1696 
and moved with is family to Oregon in 1908. 
Attar nis disenarge from the navy. he an his 
brother, Waiter came tothe Carseana aistit 

In duty, 1928 he marred the former Dagry 
Christensen, wo hadmoves Hom iowa het 
family 1911, They led in the Okotoxs estit 
before moving tthe farm an whieh the Advert 
ict Gull Lake cemetery situated. The boys 
attendee Gull Lake schoo! 





‘The family mavedto theKuusamocfstrit in 
1947. There they lived in the "Cheese Factory 
nti highway 11 as widened i 1959 and thon 
Intwo atner istrict toeations, 

Te sight of Car's Model Ais well remem 
bored as ne travelled an enormous territory so 
ling Watkins product fr eleven yeas, 

Cari anabagny rtredtotne town ot Sytvan 
Lake in 1958 and Dagny passed away on Maren 
28,1964. Carl ives in the Syivan Lake Lodge, 

Wayne. marred Pnylis Barreth in. 1957 
They had four daughters, Jo Ann Oavidson 
{Doug}, Darlene. Shapley (Scott, deceased) 
Vatore(seceasea) and Ronda ans two grand 
daughters Kelle ana Kenda! Davidson After 

ring at Papot, Sask, they moved to Maple 
Crock Sask. n 1961 

‘Wil mated Ethel Monerit in 1958 ane 
they have Melvin ang Debbie. After living in 
(Okotoks and Calgary foranumbor of years they 
‘moved to Syvan Laken 197Sanghavea garage 

‘lack married Delia Burdick of Kuusamo 
aisct in 1969, Their sone, Dennis and deny, 
lveat Syn Lake Jackand Dellaiein laser. 
Alta, where Jack is withthe gas company 

‘Howard married Paula Nelson of the any 
Crock district in 1962. They have three sons 
sim, Dwayne and Glen. Howard and Pavia 
‘moved back to Syvantake from Calgary in 1973 
{nd aro also inthe garage business, 














WILKINS, GEORGE AND FAMILY 


George Wikins came to Benteyn 1920-21 
from Grimsby. Ontario. He worked far Bil 
Bailie unt he homosteaded a quarter on the 
Sunset Hil. George and his wite had five chil 
‘en wen they let he farm and moved nto Be 
Hey in 1946 

George Wikis, Jt marced Anna Holmen 
They tarmodin the Locknart district for 1 years 
betore moving to Edmonton. George snow 
ted in Rod Water They had thee children, 
Margaret, Alert and Leona 

‘losh Wiking marred Nellie Haarstad in 
1908. He went to Great Boar Lake whore he 
worked n'a mine In 3040 ne bought a quarter, 
4) miles south of Bente, rom 1.8. Dane, Ths 
was the orginal homestead of Charo Stool 
Josh moved to Beney in 1965. Josh and Nee 
had threseniaren: Miriam who married Gerald 
Jatfray and ves in Rocky Mountain House 
‘wih thei eee eben: Rodney who married 


565 


DDoreka Bennink. and te on the home farm 
with their ehilren, Kevin, Glenda, Eldon, and 
880, ag0d 16 years, Sandra married Tom Turn 
Dull and they lve on the Tomball home far 





WILKINS, JOSH AND NELLIE 


slosh (Josh) Wikins and Neti Haarstad 
wore matied in 1998 and went to Great Bear 
Uke 10 ve ae Josh was working inthe mine 
there. They bought her farm, 8.6 3439.15, In 
1840 and lived thore unl their aon, Rodney, 
took itoverin 1962: Ther firstname was 16 by 
20 tram aweling, which stil stands across the 
‘oad. Malcolm Dane was the former owner of 
"They began farming wit horses, but soon 
powered machinery was added, unt now only 
ale horses romain 
‘They well remember thei fst now truck. 
‘948 Studebaker halon. Atop was ailton the 
back, @ tant added tothe equipment and Josh 
ana Neti, together with two other covpios, et 
‘tfforthairirsthaleay Ban leaving tamies 
lang worries Behind. The comfort of seeping in 
the tuck was shared by each couple taking 
Fiural electrification came in 1948, 30 the 
‘king built 2 new an tly modern nome on 
thelr farm, Many changes nad taken placen the 
sit yars sine heyhag stared am, wih 
‘as producing and another quartor had been 
“There werenow three children; Miriam, who 
‘marcog Jory Jattay and lives in ly Nour 
tain House, Rodney, who married Borika Ben- 
fink and they lve’ on the home ace, and 
Sanaa, who married Thomas Tumbuland they 
Ive on the oid Turnbull frm north of Bentioy 
‘Thore are nine grandehiaren: Miramar 
dotry's tree sons, Darcy, Brian and Mavis 
Fodney and Dorka's Kevin, Danny twho was 
kileg In a tragic accigent), Glenda and Eldon 
and Sandra and Tom's, Timmy. Karl an Jay 
Josh supposeaty retired In 1862, when ho 
and Nelie moved to ie in Bentley, but Ne ae 
tively farmed for many years and sti spends 
couple and made many Inends in ther cistit 
and’ the Bentley stea, where they are stil 























WILSON, GERALD 
'By Gerald Wilson 

We are located tive and a half mies south 
west of Bentley. The land was purchased Irom 
Wiarn Surat and hie sn, Donald inthe ate 
Summer of 1987.1 i the south hall of 7-401 
WS. This transaction meant| would be leaving 
home and many decisions had to be made 
Home than was ew Griggen, Albert, where my 
{oft located when coming from Brigden, Onta- 
‘iain Apri, 193% 

By turning my homestead quarter back to 
the Government they supplied two settlers et 
{cts box eas for transportation Some nec 
ary. machinery. was. loaded Into. one car 
fagether with amber fora barn. The othor car 
‘nas loaded witha few head of at, These two 
‘cate wore sont eas rom New Brigden to Big 
‘gar, Saskatchewan, by he CNA. thon Back fo 
Edmonton, and down to Sylvan Lake, whore 
wheels, for eating ana slasping accomodation 
tras heading wes, while two norse-backridors, 
herding horses along, kept company. This ep 
ode took eight ays steady traveling 

“The only buildings on this land were use 
fvergroen tre out ront. ang an unused wel My 
frettask wag 0 clesn outthe wal reerbitand 
install a hand pure 

"Anew barn was partily erected by Chis, 
mas and finished later hat winter. So began my 
{arming experiences at Bontoy 
materialize where th ad og one had sto08. By 
fal, ané nol being the bachelor type, | wont 
home to ep wath the teshing, and to mary 

Artiving back Nee ator dark, the tla Bunk 
house with ifs coat ol lamp ana men inside, 
fooke ike wg way to star married ite, when 
fit had in my pocket was a five dolar bil 

(On duly 22, 1942, around 330-400 p.m. we 
Kilsg and even the willows were doad for seve 
Years afterwards 

th the spring of 1949, a young man, whose 
find stayed eleven years beloe leaving to work 
forthe ol companies 

We raed Nogs and milked cows for 

















umber of years before starting in Registered 
Horned Hereford Cattle, now known a Fainy 
Crack Hereford 

‘ht the Calgary Spring Show and Sale in 
Maron, 1978, aut bull, AC. Belsher Lag 14, 
wae judged “Grand Champion". Other aroup 
placings were: Fis forhe“Best The Bulls 
Fret for he "Bost Five Bul", Fist forthe "Pro 
geny of Sire’ 

‘Growing grin and hay has sso played a 
large pat in the farm operation since acquiring 
thie more quarter sections of ia, these being 
then.W &0-1-W5, rom Jonn and Car isa 
the NW. 540-1-W. tram Canada Permanent 
YVust Co, an the NE €-40-105 from Dennis 

‘Of our two ehileren, Merlyn took his fist 
two years of schooling at Stephenson. tee 
Imieg tothe north west Miss Mary Gamble rom 
Prince Ecwar island, was his eacher He cam 
plated the rest of his sehooling at Sani. After 
‘Graduation he oka course in Agcultureatthe 
Gide Senoo! of Agiculure, ana has since 
Started te tar labor and management with hie 
Das 

‘Sharon, our daughter. took ll her sch 
ing at Bontcy and Mer nurses training the 
University Hospital, Edmonton 

‘Both are marriag with familes, and con- 











WILTON, PERCY 
‘By Mary Willen 
in 1908 Percy Wilton came West with his 
Barta Two years later he came tothe Rimboy 
fist, where he warked at oda. In 7914 he 
fled in the Y2th C MAS. and served inthe 
twaroverseas until 1979, After turing nome ne 
Worked in the Rimbey Cresmery 98 butter 
maker. tas owned by 2 Mr. Brodie. We were 
marred in Maren, 1923 a he was Wanctotrod 
{o the Bentley Creamery, also owned by Me 
Brodie 
1 Mary Witlon, emigrated with my parents 
‘rom iowa in 1902, and aller spending woyears 
at Ponoka, we moved to the Fimbey cst, 
nero! spent my early Years ators coming tS 
Bentley 
‘Wi lied next door tothe creamery. whore 
‘ne paid $1000 per mont ren or eight years 
Povey’ salary attat tne was $2700 per month 
nie wewetetnerewehed Mr ana Mrs. Charlo 











invse9 we ought the SW. 3640-1. 
we had ‘our family of four one. and one 
Saute. 

Smal nouse soo sia unalog barn one 
{ford to buy ied forthe hogs we had planned 
‘cheques. Without their help times would have. 
were $27.24 for the quarter oe 























pers lo losy pring gushing tome 
bey farmers had to hau! their hogs to Lacombe 
‘taken out in time and the Outlet was ory for 
We hired a man each summer to claar the 
todothejobat that time. Later we bought alarge 
eel wheeled tractor twas slow but power 
Sn was abi help mclearingland nobreaking 
Sod. Then came the te to pick roots, a back 
breaking job, Our family were growing up and 
‘301d cords and cords of t, The last few acros 
‘ore cleared with alargecearing aut owned 
by Me Layden of Red Deer. 
Bentley for eight years. The business grew, as 
ai the town, and we had to enlarge aur dry 
herd We bul large barn and during the war 
‘we equpped it witha 32 vot lghting plan 
were then abietohavea miking macnine, which 
ightened the work considerabi. It was avery 
emanding job but else very rewarding, We ad 





























its, butat hat time the quarter ofland across the 
‘road was put up for eso. and we Sought from 
Moar! Mckiligan. This gavo us aha section of 
very good land. We made some very 900d 
{tends on the milk route, Onemorning them: 
man found clipping in a bette on Zola 
MePneraon's porch, which rad," naver saw a 
Burple cow  Inewor hope ta see one but frm 
the milk we're getting now know that thore 
‘must be one” Zella stopped out and together 
‘hey had 2 good laugh, We had such. good 
neighbors on the farm, the Jens Larsen fo the 
north; the Mekiligas across the road the 
Dick Damrons and Raiph Morsons tothe south 

stern the Roy Mekiligans eae, then moved 
{tom the Witons: two trom the Mekiligans: ng 
‘our trom the Ralph Morson family. wh usuely 
walked to school together. “Grangima” Whit- 
worth lived in the fst house on the Vilage 
Sree, and she used to say, "Wel, here comes 
Coxe army! 

Aone time we had a nice collie dag which 
was ken 10 pull the seigh with swa child, 
He began tobe nuisance st school eo wehad 
fo stop, but na one tee him up st night he 
woulé be waiting atthe foot of the fill next 
‘morning. The children always had their chores 
to Go but thay had wonderful times. the far, 
wth tha water nthe Outet andthe steep banks 
to coast and sk on. They nad a ot offends in 
town wha liked fo come out on Saturdays and 
fvening to ski and have sleigh parties, They 


































broke calves to rie and dive - and than there 
was the garbage dump on the Outlet Hi 
‘ahore they used to spond hours 

Later George Gorskys bought the land to 
the east of us They were wondertu neighbors 
We borrowed machinery back and forth 8nd 
helped at harvest time or whenever help was 
needed, In 1957 we buikanieshause toretirein 
Werives therefor nine years, unt Perey pases 
Away in 3987, but we had time to reve ou 
been through. 
son, a Seottan qurte from Edinburgh and they 
{ok over the farm. Thay nave two boys. Onl 
worked at selsmograph ana construction work 
Gen worked in constuction but loved arming. 
He passed away in 177, Stuart took a course n 
agricultureandhastaughtat Olds College tor 25 
Years. He marrea Naran Day in Edmonton ana 
thoy have five chidren. Hrold married Mary 
Van Leest, ane together they bought the mest 
and locker plant fram the Morison brothers, 
‘which was ormeny ownes by Bert Thorp. They 
have two children, They ran the business for 25 
Years. Our daughter Marion, took a course in 
hursing and mursedin the Bentioy and Lacombe 
FRospitals She married Mike Wandio, who wa 
home farm at Thora. They nave one boy: 

‘And now, the Westview Aparimentsisa very 








WINE FAMILY 
As narrated by Frank Wine 


‘The families of Stephen Wine and John 
Mister emigrated from Hungary to Canada 9 
1805. Both families nomestonded inthe Water 
Glen district, about 20 or 30 miles east of Pon 
‘ka. When the two familes arrived in Lacombe, 
that was the on of steal They wont with horses 
his wile three sons and one oaughterTheboys 
were Joe, Frank. ang Stephen. The daughter 
‘marred Valentine n 1889 or 1900 and tney 
lived north of Miro 

‘wore two sons and two daughters, ess, John, 
‘Mary, ana Joe John Miestor was oo harduptor 
fayming, and aa he had been amines inthe oa 









ne banks of the Bow River. neat the present 
High Level Bridge | was the oldest by tis mar 
Stephen, Andy, Ania and Louis (Loule) were 
bam. Dad worked fst az 8 stone mason 

with she CIP. where he stayed for 23 years 
‘Thay hen’ moved out to the farm ten miles west 
of Bentley. "They sold out sx yeas later sn 
‘moved to Nordegg. On account of Mother's 
health ey maved to the States, an rom there 
to Renata, BC, whore Mother died and was 
buried. Dad got marriog 

Bentley, where he aed and ss butted 


































buried in he Vig Cemetery. Mary married Gene 
Parmentier ang they had two ehigren She di 
Rimey Lodge 








Joe. aftermany yearsattheCoast,movedto 
ley cometary 
Bentioy and they sl ive on Sunset Hl. Frank 
‘worked fort years forte Caunty of Lacan 
Steve moved to Sate, where hs died 
Andy moved tothe States aso, where he 
sn noe was marries to Charlie Jahekka who 














died. Annie, sil not maried agains Iving In 
Bentley. They had one son 
Louie is a widower and tives in Bentley 
‘Sunset Hil is noted forthe Indians that ved 





‘rank Wine spent 3% years inthe Calgary 
San in the nungry tities and Aina Mad petty 
tough witn the farm and he tree ere. Fd 
Dale, Borethy. Donna, ane Doug 

‘Some of the happenings ofthe early days 
at Water Glen they ware cleaned out by aprairie 
fire and had to lve ins cave one whole winter, 

































ving on rabbits and potatoes. The only ving 
st settlement was Hobbema ang it was only & 
trading post and a chueeh 

‘nen they maved from Calgary to Sunset 
‘ney were broke andived te first winterin 1918 
fn saskatoons, potatoes and fish from the Hor 
Sesnoe Ponds. which ware £0 abundant th 
they eould he thrown out witha ptentork a 








WINE, DONALO AND FAMILY 
By Danals Wine 


{started sehool at Boyle in he Bently area 
in 1931. then enangea to Sama Schoo or the 
Femainder of my elementary schooldays. leony 
Pleted High School In Eckuille and anlsted in 
the RCAF. during tne second world war. I 
Uiaduated a2\2 Bomb Aimer. After the war | 
ttorked nthe Eckvile Suiders Hardware Store 
Unt 1948, when | re-enisted and went on to 
pent as a naigatorin various squadrons ofthe 
ROAF 
‘Aimough | never had much ofa ehance t 
live in the Bentley dstct, I id get home for 
Several visite with my fami, and to renew ol6 
“Ator married Irene we had tours of duty 
places like Goose Bay, Labrador, Ottawa 
Gomax The best ofalwae our four your tour of 
Europe with NATO. Al that ime our elon, 
Linda, and Janice, were oid enough 10 
ments. We traveled at every opportunity, pul- 











ting ou tater with our French Peugeot ear, 28 

Ie 1871 I retired rom the Canadian Armed 
Forces and stata to wark for Pace Westar 
Aline in Vancouver. We ved in Richmond 
Gary. now a goologist has moved to Denver, 
Calgrado wthhis te. Linda techs echo in 








Fcnmond as does herhusbans, Janice stilin 
calege 
hen our ratrementageisreached we plan 





posse 


and traveling as much as 





WITHERELL, MAURICE AND MILDRED. AND 

Prior to thelr cual In Botley on March 1 
1928, Maurice worked for Brown ang Horton in 
Bon Accor, Alert, which is 20 miles noth of 
Edmonton. Ths sore was owned by his grand 
father, JJ. Brow, "Grandpa Brown” a8 ho as 
Store in Bentiay, and Maurice and Milgred be- 
‘&Withorell and was located where the Balmoral 
Cato lsprecenty located Very shorty treater 
8 new ana arger store (now known as tne "Red 
find White") as bul nts preseat locaton 
from then on he was known by all as Dooley 
Witherei and Mildred a rs. Dooley. The Deo 
foy'shad ourchldren, Berics rs irvine Sug 
‘et, Stanly who silos a Bentiy, Marion 
Fesiding in led Bees, ane Norman of Taranto, 

ie 196% Stan Witharalljaned the ranks of 
tne ed and White, with the idea that he would 

















‘971, Dooley semi-retired and Stan ands wie, 











iar" Dooley stil worked inthe store until Sep 
121977, at the age of 73. Abd stil ives in 











county of Sussex in England. Leaving thers 
‘ame fret to Dee Moines lowa and spent a year 
fnda hal therewith ahalt-rathor, before oom: 
He was marvin 1811 Yo Elizabeth Cole 
Bob was wel-known for his plastering and 
land gateposts inthe district to rememoer tim 













































ne cartiog om aller Bob dies in 1959, athe 390 
1d Mary Peterson and they 
sane ot whom is dceasea 








sa 






Florence was marci and had tour child 
The ist Mrs. Woolgar died In 3935 and 
some yeas ter, Bob maried Mtied Peterson, 


Gon was born in Manvel, N. Dakota, Au 
ust 29, 1902, where histatherwas.tation agent 
for the railway there. The amily moved to Fim 
bey in 1917 

Mari was born November 12,1902 
the midele daughter of Mr and Mre Rim 
She had the eistincion of Boing the frst gr 
baby born at home in Fmbey. She took al her 

(Glenn started working forthe Abort Lives 
tock Co-operative a8 hog buyer in 1826, 
fied a8 Glenn ad been tied ss Manager and 
In 1927, His beginning salary wea $1,000 year, 

‘As the next day afer ho weading was "Hog 
bay" and ae Glenn took his new postion very 




















































seriously they weren' able ta have a honey 
‘aon but intended togote Borie immediatly 


been a sovere blzzard and the roads wore 
Blocked, s0 the crow of the Lacombe and 
ould be aboard for the tnp to Bentley. By the 
time the wedcng was over the road Rad been 
mace passable. s0 Mars brother, Chester 
Grove them to Bentioy and thoy wore pleasartly 
Surpriged to find their new ome beautifully 
jatned and furniture arranged by Mrs. Car 
The Wrights were very activin church and 
community ite euring thet ity years In Ben 
tly, Mari was a Lie Member of tho W.A4S. and 
‘ras faiths worker n WMS. Sunday Sehoo, 
Undies Ais and Red Crass and enjoyed many 
Bana, 
‘Glenn was interested in sports ofall kings 
bur particulary in baseball and ockey- He 
spent most of his adult fe as secretary 











farmers dovelop a better marketing system for 
thalr products. He played an important pert in 
forming a. provincial marketing organization 
and his influence extendes to provincial and 
‘edoral separtmentsof agriculture 

‘oth Glenn and Marie were members fh 
Bentley Unites Chueh and were aways ling 

Their eaughter Rowena, was born in en 
‘ey January 23, 1890 and again Glenn's odie 

Hs" brother, Gordon, was the feet 

teachers certiioete She taught in. several 
Schools in Alberta, including Jesper and Cold 
Lake. She eft er teaching postion atthe Ar 
Force fase in Cold Lake to tour Europe with 
four other ils trom Bentley. Marian Willen 
Marjo Witherall Jean Cnowen ang Margare 
Suggett They separate in Sootiand and Row 
fna went t2 Rochester, New York and there 
Wile thereshemetherfuture hsband who was 
sttending Albany Scho! of Law 

i 1859 she and Sam Ass, who is now a 
Now York City Judge, were married and ve in 
damestoun, NY. They have 2 ehliren, Susan 

‘ui to fang health and eyesight, Glenn 

In 1979 they celebrated their oth wedding 
anniversary inthe Community Hall In Sentiay 
Sand large numberof ends ang relatives were 

Tm April, 197, the decision to giv up their 
home was made and they motedte the Rimbey 
Ledge, whore thoy immediatly found content 
ment anga new way afife,amongmany inencs 
new and ol 

‘ter a brie ines, Glenn passed away in| 
the Rimey Hospital on October 7.1979 ana 
Mare Is sil enjoying ite atthe Lodge 























WYATT, DOUGLAS AND FAMILY 


‘augias Wyatt was born April 16, 1897, in 
‘sutton, Quebse He waste eldest aon at Emest 


and Helen Wyatt. He went to school in Sutton 
find came west wth he family to the Rainy 
Caak ditt in 1912. There ne met Emma Net 
fon, who had come fo the Rainy Crook district. 
with ner family in 1902 Erna wasbordanuary 
‘eventually elevan children Inthe lami. Erm 
went to schoo! at Rainy Greek and then to Red 
Berto complete grace nine, Mr, Nelson, her 
home an sare he reepansity ot oka 
her mother’s death in 1920, 

ovals ang Emma ware married an March 
‘among the Wyatt and Nelson families. Gordon 
Wiyatt marsied Alberta Nelson, and Dov Wyatt 

‘After their marriage Douglas and Emma 
‘moved to their farm which is Tocated on the 








Bentay ~ Sylvan Lake Highway, ane half mile 
Es. 21-90-1-05, iikin 





[Ath te they Began breaking thet farm: 
land the only things growing there were tiger 
Ils ana squire 

When Emma was title gi ving in Ne- 
have to worry about that, because thoy dant 
have cyclones in Alberta, That ilsion was shat 
{orod on July 7. 1027, when quile severe cy 
one went) through the valley, doing. 8 
Considerable amount af damage 

















Douglas and Emma were both ative inthe 
Rainy Creok United Church Emma was the or 
the Ladies Ald. Doupias was an elder of the 
horch, and also served on the school board for 
‘many years. Emma and Murray Bigem sang st 
many entertainments and funerals, often with 

‘vor tho yars the Wat farm was gradualy 
eveloped inta a typical mixed farming opera 
tion. Emma always haa a large garden, and 
land, in 1842, they had three sts of twin calves, 

‘They had twee chilsren: Frank, born in 








1825; Roger, bon in 1828: ana Wilma, born in 
‘Douglas served in both warsand during the 
second wat Emma and Frank an th fart 





farming ané moved inta Bently. At tat time 
Frank married Frances Hicks of Bentley and 
‘hey continued the taring operation cancan= 
trating on dairying. They sil veon the fly 

Roger marr Betty Magoo of Clive and 
lives in Red Deer, where ho teaches schoo 
Thay hae two daughters, Marion and Myrna 

‘Wima marred Roy Steeves of Lockhart, 
‘Toy liven Drayton Valy anéhave thee chil 
ron Gwenda, Doulas, ana Philip 

Emma passed away n July 29, 1967, and 
Douglas on December 8, 1880, 











WATT, ERNEST AND HELEN 
By Frances E. WeCullough (Wyatt) 

James and Susanna Wyatt and ive che 
rea let ew nome st Buckland, St, Marys, in 
Somersethir, England in 1847 They boarded 
_35aling sip for Canaca casting ofthe pattfor 














rough andeificultrossing, their shipancrorea 
hear a small island sn the St Lawrence River 
"The passengers wove taken ashora to remain in 
{Quarentine for six wooks twas here that James, 
ine father ang my great granatathor, contracted 
ibvaione. My grandtather, James, Hien sight ye 
arsold, survived the same ines but as 2 result 
he sulflorea pormanont loss of Ps hat 

Eventualy, some members of tho family 
soto near Sutton, Qusbee, others in Mental 
‘James marred Ezaboth MeNeland they mado 
incr home on the fam formerly owned By an 
bier brother Jomn =a shor stance from Su 

‘On January 20, 1867 Emest James, ny ta 
ter, was born. He hadtwo younger sisters, es 
se ang Donna. 

rest hlped his father on the farm in nis 
cay years than etthome to raven ne United 
Slates. He worked on the railway which was 
then making its way west, and cle carpenter 
work when and wherever he could Finaly he 
‘oarded a boat at Galveston, Texas, and made 
hisway up the cogsttoNew York andor here 
home. Ho was ready Yo seta coun, marty my 
‘mother and be 2 farmer. 

Helen Augusta Johnson, my mother, was 
bors Maroh 8 1873.1 Abercorn, Quebec, about 
fight miles from Sutton. she was the fourth 
{eld of Chauncey N.Jonnson and Saran Ja 
Eick whose parents had come rom the Unies 
States at_an carler ime, She took teacher's 
training at Johnson, Verment and a seventeen 
Years of ago started teaching t a schoo! near 

On June 24, 1896 Emest and Helen wore 
rmartod at Abercorn, Quebec. Altera honey” 
moon cruise up the St Lawrence River to Nia 














(era Fall, they made tale nome on te family 
farm at Sutton, Douslas, Gordon, Doris 3nd 
Howard wore born there Howarahedal he 
Farming was dificult @t Sutton. The tees 
were nardaed whieh made clearing new ond 
Vary ait Stones were peti andthe sa 
eauied large amounts of manure to grow Nay 
Dad remembered the land he hae seen In the 
Westen United States bot ho was a Canadian. 
isthe fl of 1973, he eame west ooking for 
lang! His travel tok him to cenval Saskatcho 
‘wan, but the prairie as just too ferent rom 
ih 1912, Dr. EM. Sharpe of Lacombe visited 
the faim at Sutton, He was married ta Alice Car 
ter, my fathers cousin, om Montreal. He as 
{ured my mom and dad tnt hekrew tho pete 
Tn the fal of 1912, my father and his ster 
Donna came to Lacomne. Dr Sharpe dove 
thom fo Bentley where a Mr. Putnam showed 
them Some C.PA. land, then owned by a Mr 
Meshane. Because of i heath Wr. McShane 
had returned to the United States. My father 
Bought the £:-9-40-1 WS whieh nad seventy 
ive aes of ay land, and Aunt Donna bought 
the Nii-d-d0-1 WS for $1500 an acre. My dad 
rented buildings trom George Garres ~ ust 
in Apri of 1813, my dee, Douglas and G 
don, with three carioade of setae efecto 
for tne west. Thirytive hesd of cattle and five 
horses required @ grat deal of earo. It wae & 
tong thiteen days. Douslas had ha his sa 
hot yet twelve Morn and Dans not quite eight 
Years ol) ef & it lator but arrived at Dr 
Sharpe's betore Dad and the Boys 
Lacombe Oas nought a MeCiary Koote 
ray range for my mother That stove Was nor 
pride ana jy for tho rest of here baked 
Borfectly and heated our Home inthe coldest 
‘Rol 80, 1913, my family 


























buggies, a cutter. household furniture, carpet, 
lace curtains, lamp, ols of warm clothing, & 
barrel of dried apples and lots of maple sugar 
Toft Lacombe forthe fam. Mf. Uric and Mr 
amit, to mention only two negnbors, hac 
boon in Lacombe and offered to take a load 30 
nip al tat wn egies. Sharpe 
Spring day ~ sunshine and pucdle but travel 
‘ras slow. and tho sping alt penetrating. Ws 
Fornieal Gull Lakehad them stopfortea, "wes 
ot and ised s0 good" my mother sd. The 
teal rom Lacombe made its way west 12 Gul 
{Lake then ange south-west from there. Opn: 
Iny father stopped the horses. “What do you 
think?” "All could do was look snd took, The 
most beautiful sight inthe wor. knew twas 
hom” my mothe said. asked Gaugiss what he 
‘nought of the trip from Lacombe. “Did you 
walk? asked “No” hig, Gordon and ran 
most ofthe way" "Thore were few fences and 
Fanintoasiough asteast of whitesols Wewere 
Glad to gt there andthe next morning we hast 
hunt he cats all up again 

Driving west ram Whitesls, they met Ms, 
GGoorge Garris and Beste. Thay hat jut tn 
ished cleaningand papering ine house ang were 
‘warm and 95 the heater was a big poof home 
‘mage soup" Awarmwelcometa the weetformy 
family. Te excumetances were quit ifferent 
from those that greeted my great grandmother 
ome snty-aix years eae. The dreams Of he 
future wera key the ame A place where chil 
ran and grandohidren would ive and grow 

Hy family moved to the one room loghouse 
Granary anda sheterfor ne cowsandhorses In 
1915 my daas oats grew six feet high wih a 
00d ele proving that aur land was sch and 
Productive one dream realized. The Blindman 
Valley was detnitey hame-my father decided 
fal the farm n Sutton, Ho wast catch the tala 
in Bontiey but was ab late so with sutesse In 
hand ne fan across Mr. Cnowen’s fed foward 
the moving rain. The “Peanut” pulled to stop 
fn tho engineer called out "take your tae 

My mother, Dons and visteatneeactinths 
wleter of 1817 Everyone wanted o near about 
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tovratum fo our Aunt Jessie's George Cooke 
{Dougias'friena) never quite forgave me and in 
‘yersta come often reminded me of he disap 

Wartime had a way of arawing peop to 
gether Douplas was overseas but thewar encod 
‘While he was in England twas a sa te for 
many butavory busy time too. Mr Faweat was 
‘urminste during this period. Hehelpod wher 
‘verte was needed his alts were many! He 
‘looked in the folds. cid hovrewors in the 
homes and nureed the sick Ourfarmly escaped 
the fla epidemic but many dda Mr Fewest 
famiy waa il.“ Rave never soen such a sick 
famiy. Ms. Petrson was so ned she iterally 
Collapoed when we walked in my mam said 

For years the July Laces Aidwasapat luck 
dinner at the Fawcett cottage at Browniow's 
Landing. Old tiendships were renewed. 

Our now house wasbultin 120, EaBamett 
of Lacombe was the carpenter, Pit Ranullte 
aid the coment work and bul the replace, 
Reid of Bontoy, the varnishing and painting. 
‘One certoad of date bought the lumber 

“Tho foplace was od brick, fo as dad sais 
ho couldn’ rest in font of if were made of 
ones. "Ho had picked 190 many’, We Nada 32 
‘ot elt light systom which was used for 
ims. ony: or many years ana was very sat. 

MY pet lamb played hide and sak with me 
uring construction of our Nouse = up and 
flownstais, leaving a tal of “hanny bercies 
benind, but what un 

‘Gurhome was. popular gatheringplace for 
the community. Men, women, and children a 
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tended the Rainy Crook Ladies Ald and a hot 
hoon meal was served belore tho. business 
meeting, The young people Mad partis at our 
‘lace ang they were quite tne atta They payed 
Fide and seek and hid hvoughout the house: 
Under the sik, in th locke, and in the pantry 
famong the pots and pans. A hayride starting In 
Boney would often end up at our house with 
Singing atound thepiano followed by lunch. The 
freplaee was a od place to warm one's beck 
side. 

There was a dread alstorm in 1925, 
when many windows on the south and east 
Sides wore broken. Glass, water wind and hall 
in my bedroom, | coverea my Head witha pi 
low and erled "my mothers nice now House” 
"The storm passed, the windows covered with 
Cotton sheets, the mess cleaned up. and the 
ext day my mom had the Ladies Aid for din 
er Daw’s trop recovered and he had ane of 
ie best crops tat fl 

How does one tll of my mother and fathor 
so that old trends wil remember them. and my 
Ghiaren and grandchildren who toy never 
fret. wilknow them can best describe thom as 
1 Yeam puling evenly foward a common goa 
tne complementing the other in his or ner wn 
tray forthe benef of thet family, home, com 
‘munity and country. At | think Back each ver 
tre wes fly supported by he other. 

‘Dad was on the sasion of the Rainy Crook 
United Church, Mom served as president! h 
Uaales Ald for many years. She taught the 
Young People in: Sunday School wie Oa 
helped her entertain them at hoe parties at our 
hauee 

‘Dad was councilor fr our area in the. 
‘of Lome, Mom, Ded and I with team and buggy 
Grove to Lockhart or Eckl areas to meatings. 
Sometimes we stayed overnight with cthor 
councilors. and thelr wives before coming 
om, The tips todk time but we enjoyed every 
mile, They recalled times at Suton when the 
Cousins rom Montreal vsited with thair"noreo 
fess Baggies", sugaring time. at Sutton, they 
Imari plane and diecusted problems, recalled 
the tra trip to Alborta and for mo, "Tellme a 
Story" My fetnerhada tremendous imagination 
Ho told of mosquitos eolargethet boysand ils 
twould ride them like @ horse, ane had only 10 
bod their bills around he thing post andtney 
tere ied up, He would tel theft chaptor and 
ny mother the next ean ear thal laughter a8 




















we drove along for they could always see the 

‘om and Dad were firm believers in the 
‘co-operative way and through the years helped 
further thei bole! 

(Dad Rolped orgsnize and served as fist, 
president of the Blindman Valley Cooperative 
Hog Poo 

Tre annual meeting ofthe Hog Poo! wore 
an oveasion al the men from east ot Bentoy tO 
‘orth of Rimbey left ther wivsto fend for ther 
Selves, As | remember the meetings always 
Jeemed to be held im Rimbey. By team and 
Stoigh the men getnered and caught hetrai in 
Bentley, They had ther meeting ana the "good 
times" seemed to ben geting everyone fedand 
bck tothe station fa quarter of @ milo from 
Fie on time to eaten te rain back to Ber 
{ey Every gathering trom then on recounted 
thetevents with laughter unt time ornext yea. 

My father wag on the board ofthe Alberts 
neat Pao! crectorof heCo-oporatvestorein 
Bentley, and trustee of the Oxtore School dis 

He supported the annual chautaugua which 
vwas held Willan Hal then inter nthe new 
‘Community Hall especially enjoyed hisenter- 
faimment because school was out at noon for 
‘wo days so we could al alton 

Its amazing the variety of things one re 
members over the years 

"Trove were arvest excursions in 1921 and 
1808 "a good opportunty for boys trom Sutton 
to come and see the Wyats ana the west 














Douglas (my brother) and Emma Nelson 
wore married March 1, 1825 at the Nelson 
hom, There wa ote of snow tnat year and to 
oid the nuga crt, neighbors drave their 
{ears through the fields and fam yares. We 
vient othe wedding with atsem and sigh with 
‘wagon box. Dads sigh bolls wera ingingmer: 
ty. ean hear them sil not Santa type ening! 
hing! but erring’ ring! Our ell were large 

“On January 6, 1926 Gordon (my brother) 
and Alberta Nelson. and Doris (oy sister) and 
uely, | remember that day. but it was the begin- 
tlways included inthe joint activites. pie 
nie at Syivan Lake, tps tothe Re Dee fe, 
Leslieville to pick biueterries, to Rocky Moun: 
tain House over dint roads hoping ft wouldn't 
rain before we got home, tothe Benalta star 
pede two days in a row because we had such a 
Imy nisees and nephews. Thay were avery spe 
al partatmy grawing up. learedtorBruceand 
Keith (Gorcon's twins) when they were four 
‘months olf for several days bathe, forme 
{Ind al. Gordon was thore fo keep an eye one, 

1927 was Canada’s Sixtieth Jubilee and a 

ln April Thad the reé measies and was qua- 
ranines Tor three wooks but sik for only thee 
days. No school! | eared $9.89 worth ot gopher 











ssagittdecause otGanade ssixteth briny. t 
Yok good black andwhtepictres. used mine 

Mom, Oag and weatto Syivan Lake on July 
‘e110 attond the Jubilee celebrations. We went 
wits the Team and buggy. We Istened 1 
peaker, Ms, Thompson end Sidney of Rainy 
CGreak had one with earphones ane | had is 
toned 10 

Maud, the horse | rade to shoo! ded. She 
an Sane were + wasting gt or mom ana 
S faithful other having aceltesch year. awl 
fs working nt els for years When started 
choo), she took me. Someone hag fo walk her 
‘ver the Blindman River bridge, therwise she 
Would torn around a take me home, Her back 
‘tas broad, my lege were chort and | fll of 

July 7, 1927 a tornado passed from t 
damage and destruction lmissed ou farm but 
‘damaged Henry Stone's barat Frank Nelsons 
itmoved a hog barn quite neat, Ropped over 
thebarnanddemolsheda toolshed, toprosted 
trees ana lifted graneies af their hors nthe 
Rainy Creek eres, There was an ominous rush 
tour place-nota breath ofwin. Haistanes two 
{fo wo.ane one-half inches in dlamete fl punk 
{the ground, bounced. and lla quietly. The 
black tunnelshape cloud was wal tthe south 
‘sing, thn lowering to ris again, We watched 
land. waited and it was. gone. Douglas had 
rated the cloud too but Tram the other side. 
He came to se if wo were alright anc saw the 
results No onewas injuresbutitsanuntorgeta 
bie neigent 

Dacibuithis barn in 1928-29. Ihada bridge 
0 a team could be driven into the fo like ie 
ban in Quebee Heonjoyes thebuiding but ha 

Dae bought a new 1929 Chevrolet cart 
was’ prety gre with light green trim Iehad @ 
trunk one could open and ft would hold 2 five 
gallon cream can. He pals $1000 fr the car ana 
$100 extra forthe trun fo Mr. Bannerman of 
Fea Deer It was a spoody car for hat time for i 
the roads were smooth enough one coud go 





























35-40 miles por nour and almost go over the 
Kroiper Hil im high, But not usualy. Daa er 
Joyed the scenery and afenheaged forthediteh 
but Mom gasped quickly enough to prevent i 
‘oa! dads. The next spring Doris husband 
Frank Nelson, taught me to. cre $0. Mom 
{ul relax and Dad could look 

ister Douglas and Gordoo were maried 
‘bad needed someone to help him I cane 

‘Sandor Gal was a Hungarian immigrant 
who came to Sylvan take, Douglas brought ni 
to our place from there | was t20 young to 
Understand but there seemed to be 2 special 

ivengement withthe immigration department 

‘Sandor came to out place on acold winters 
day. He nas clothed in aight suit jacket, knee 
breeches, and sof eather kreo boots wih hard 
tope. He couldnt speak a word of English and 
had never beon ona farm Ike outs. Dad want to 
Bentley and bought him a full set and chango of 
‘warm clothing From that day. my dad's slightest 
viesh was hi command 1 believe Dad learned 
Hungarian faster than Sandor learned English 
but they made out. Several yearsiatr a riendot 
Sandors (Wr Tom Gyor!, Sr) explained that 
Sandor couldn believe that anyone could trust 
nother aemy father had. Hecouldhaveet with 
his warm cloths, 

‘Sandor retuned to Hungary and brought 
nis wife and itt boy to Canaga, We heardom 
him whens gotbacko Montoal around 182. 
‘Nistair Gervin helped my father for a short 

time He married a gt rom west of Boneyard 
tity hee fami he Ear Stephenson family and 
Several others moved ta he Hines Creek aea in 

Harold Stele was wondertl help whon we 
needed him. He had grown up io the roa. His 
mother was a schoo! teacher. She had gono to 
Fines Greck withthe others | mentioned and 
Weas thoi soho teacher Harold ad mado his 
ame with Walter Stephenson for many years 
tuhon he came to our place He wanted to buy 3 
‘ied in 958 

Harold boughthis andacrossthe oad trom 
Douglas and bull a house and barn. Unfortu- 
rately lightning struck the nouse soon ater his 
mother moved in, Peace River washomeby now 
tnd she missag her fiends ana neighbors 80 
She returned to Hines Creek Hard rebut and 


























lived there until he relive to the Sylvan Lake 
LUaage. He thoroughly enjoyed his time atthe 
390 

Lionel MeCullough came to Bentley in 
1904, He was trom envi, Manitoba, theoldest 
fore. spent the winter in Barhead, In the ate 
Hansen in the Gull Lake district, then grobbea 
‘earned $35.00 for this task, Lionel came to our 
place n duly. 1834andirom then an i's another 
$tory fr Lianel and! were mai in November. 





WYATT, GORDON FAMILY 
ay Emest Wyatt 


My father. Gordon Wyatt came with his a 
ther Emest Jems rom Sul, Quebec in 1913, 
Hp arrived withthe rest of is family and ther 
Persona blnange,ctle and hoes, They 
Sharpe and his wie, who wore relatives ofthe 
Wiyetts. The Wiyats Grove ther Bugay and a 
tan shalt west of Bentley (E ss0cton 9, town: 
hip 40, Range 1), ofthesinMerdan) My aad 
Siong with ns brother, Douglas, end Grandpa 
‘Wyatt broke land with norees and oxen. Uncle 
Dauglas went 10 war in 1917 30 Dad and 
Grandpa worked the farm. Grandpa was 2 pro 
Smmanty Inthe time pronto 1928 the Wats 
‘wont to church in Rainy Crock where he Wyatt 
ame in contact often withthe Nelson children 
Gonseavertly in one year tree Wyatts marsied 
tree Nelsons: Douglas Wyatt mariod Emma 
Nelson in Mareh *925 and Gocdon Wyatt mar 
tid Alberta Neleon, Doris Wyatt married Frank 
Nelson in # double wedding on January 8, 182 
MGrandoa and Grancma Wyatt's nome with 
family and tends present, Rev. Ernest J. Tate 
pertormed the ceremany. The two coubles me- 
fored to Lacombe stter © wedding dinner and 
then they took the Wain fo Calgary where they 
Spent thei honeymoon. The Gordon Wyatt fam 
iipbegine Alberta, Gordon'snowwite wastaken 
to.asmallinome which was about milesouthot 
theGarntt School Intdayaf 1928, they moveato 
Ihe querterwost of Grandpa Watts. A wooden 
{lanery hed been outed ashe summer home 











tang for drinking snd washing up, horses and 
fry A garden was planied and Gordon formes 
Donna of Baston, Mass. As the granary was 
‘needed for grain in te fll another move wa 
neceteary This ime a home was estabisher 

file south of tho Wyan place along the Rainy 
Creek. In the month of October tar fst child 
was born in the Bentley Rosptal, Dr Henry a 
tending, This child was named Emest Nes ater 
his grandathors, Emest Wyatt and Nels Nelson 
aiong wih his Aunt Donnas lathe spring, Feb 
ated and te addition was ariving eater 
than expected, Motner called to Dad, who was 
(geting # team ready in ho barn, tha the baby 
Rad arrived. Dad lft she team inthe barn and 
came nunning tothe howe. He phoned 
ranma Watt ana Aunt Mary Nelson to fing 
fut what to da, Mother instructed him to Do 
water fo sterilize everything, towels. scissors, 
String and nile he wae doing this Mother 
meant that Da had twice the work to-do, By 
{hie time Grandma an Aunt Mary had arived 
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for delivering babies This was done belore 
tight © clock lathe morning, Dr Henry arived 
Spout 10.00 am. and pronounced everything 
x Keith and Bruce were bom. Whe hing 
fon the Peterson place Mother boarded the 
HMekechnie who pad hr $25.00 a month for 
Garnes place across the road from Grandpa and 
Grandma Wyatt's It was here that my test recor 
‘reat fun wth our cousins Frank Wyatt, Roger 
find Wima Wiyat, Lois, Beryl and Glen Nelson 
We had grea fon in the gravel pts bythe ever 
honing magpie and crows fet for bounty om 
the manscipal disc. my mother teaching us 
how lg share gophers anda recollection af Miss 
‘Skoedopote, my grade one teacher, preparing 
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ting was done by e wedge ona ste! whee rom 
A ractor: What fun f was! Everybody around 
Misting and doing such goad work tagetner 

"At Christmas the Frank Nelgons, Douglas 
Watts and Gordon Wats were asked 10 
Grandpa and Grandma Wyatts and we alway 
‘901 the presents we gave them at nome. Such 





‘We enjoyed visting our relatives. We vsites 
us. They usualy came for 8 meal We had to 
Arve by norse and Buggy soit took quite awhile 





npn Wyte n 98 ana bred 
Vaan never realy remember at beg 




















‘Dad was hard put for transportation fo hie 
family to travel tho three and a hall miles to 
school. fn 192% | rode “ols Fred” to sehool and 
thanks 10 alla the people slong the way they 
opt meon the horse, Me. Morsch Mr. Chowen, 
Sehool Dad ag made a “Bonnett Cart” Ns 











iater"Babo" to pullustoschoo! As our numbers 
and sizo grew we needed larger vehicle. A 
Semocrat with two seats was the answer. We 
falso sometimes picked up Jean ang Eacie 
CChowen What good mes wenagon the way to 
fad trom school - har on the buggies and 
horses. but = great fun Bruce was ine diver of 
tongue ofthe ouggy a jut ran away He alnays 








manages to stave off catastrophe and get 
things back on an even kee. 
In 1997 Dae rented Car Histags fam. For 





te fist ime we want toa rural schol Cart 
School We all enjoyed eur stay there. We were 
‘with our cousins ang ae we lived across from 
Inele Maras Noison ans Aunt Ava realy got 
tokow thee family well Grandma Myatt cles in 
1207 and Dad was Tell the tamiy farm, We: 
Ing in Bentley again 
Dennis was born in 1853.nd Cary wastor 
in 1996 Mom ana Dad wentto Lacombe then to 
Edmonton by tain 10 enoose their eaughter. 
‘They mot Mr Hil the end placing oficor whe 
tals in Edmonton for selection of their daughter 
‘They chose their daughter a the Msercorcia 
Hospi and afr gting sutabe cles rom 
home. Gary was such a prety baby and ate 
four boys a welcome addition tothe family 
Cary had a ite teror dog that was a constant 
ompsinion Cary couls Mold onto her paw and 
lay nerbackn the dol cariage for tong periods 
of time, She was Caryl dol in her early lie, 
Elva, our second sister was selects in Cal 
gary She kindof ished out our tamiy bot at 
was born in 1845, Atlee tho war when things 
Began to lvel of Dad sole he larm and moved 
to Penticton, ®.G. because of asthma. Cad 
{old mine at Healey B.C. When the mine closes 
down he returned to Edmonton where, ne 
‘worked for R. Angus Lt 
zens Retirement Cente, Ste. $18, Winnipeg, St 























Mother and Dad played an active part in com: 
‘monty and church workin Rainy Gresk and 
thenorinsnoreot Syvan Lake Sunday morning 
Butatternoone were always spent atthe cottage 
playing ball withthe oldstere and plenicking 
|The cottage was the community centre forall af 
ongregate ta vst and hike. swim, fish pay 
frieketkick tha ean and sorb 

(Gur large family shared its love and Kine 

TEmost Nes Wyat taught schoo! at Sunset 
‘School west of Bentley, for one year 1847-48 








fam now vice-principal st Waverley Schoo! In 
Eamonton. We nave our ehildren- ean born in 
195 and married to Kathy Armstrong of Sher 
wood Park = they lan Fort St Jann, BC 
‘Maren born n 1986 married ta Cari Wntslock 
they lve at Grands Prairie Alberta. Eric born in 
1888 ivesin Edmanton and Darmbormin 1967's 
«grace eight student in Sherwood Park. Out 
‘dress ie 229 Cottonwood Avenue, Sherwood 
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‘of Hull Que, Ket saved in he Airforce for 25 
Years. He was oversees at Lahr in Getmany. 
Keith now works at Sears, Gonnie Doone in Ea 
‘monton as maintenance engineer. Keith and 
foto's chilaren are: Bran Gordon ~ Doc. 2 
41855: Darlene Helene Marie = Apri 1, 1958 
Glen Keith Apri 13. 1962: Nicolo Christine 

Dee_17, 1970 Keith and Holes ve at 29 Caled 








‘water. Bruce has driven alarge truck since 1948. 
He presently works for te Motorways, sunning 


‘tom Penticton to Vancouver and back. Bruce 
‘comber 27,188: Sanra Kathleen July 1960 
Douglas Richars = October 17, 1962. 

Dennis. Melvin Wyatt married Georgina 
Manning at Penticton, Dennis i manager and 
part owner of Miler ana Wyatt Adtomatives in 
Kelowna 8.6. They havethree children Micha 
‘len = Nov. 28, 1956, Barbara Jean - Sept 
1858, Bran Gregory = May 19,1564, Dennis and 

Caryl Joy Marie Wyatt married Stephen 
Bymne at Vancouver They have four chi 
‘Maureen Theresa June 19,1956 Kevin Josh 

‘Nov. 19, 1989, Stephen Aathony - Dee. 14 
461, Colleen- Aprils, 1868, Caroland Stephen 
lie at 8671 Heather Place, Alehmond, 8. 

Ev Lucie Wyatt married Net Raymond 
Jamieson in 1959. To them were Dorn Net 
Raymond Jr. - Maren 10” 1962; Katharine 

June 12, 196%; Gordon Charles - Fe. 
14, 1967; Allon Stuart = Aug, 12, 7970. Nell 
employed as office manager and accountant 
with tas Crane and thoy Hine at 6770 Aga Bnd 
Stapleton of St John's Newtoundland, Carlisi 
‘lary bans They had two ehidren: Toby 
Gharmaine - Feb. 24. 1968; Holly-Anne 
Cari nas remarvied Jonanna, They nave two 
thilaren 19 add to the femiy: ody ana Sean 
Car and Johanna ive at Box 281 Cumberland 
Ont 


























\WYNOLOW, GEORGE AND PEGGY 
By Harry B. Hansen 


‘An intresting family, George and Peasy 
\Wyndlow ana thir family of hres boys ana two 
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ite, played an important part inthe Gull Lake 
School and aistct. 

‘Coming fram England to Eastem Canaan 
fora short period and to Gull Lake about 1932, 
they nought the S-€. 9-40-28.W4 from Bil 
Hopkins. The small Hopkins rouse was soon 
ronovated and changed into a comfortable 
house with fireplace ane running water. and a 
Windehargor for electncity. No phane anno 

Allthey knew about farming orferm fa wes 
what they had tead in literature fram 
Immigration authori, They had to learn how 
to drive orate to operate fam machinery. Also 

However, they had staying qualities and 
most of their dairy products to private 
Customers at Aspen Beach and Bentley and 
Lacombe. Their Jersey Caramel canay was 
widely distributes throughout Cantal Alber. 

‘itera fow yours they bought a car but 
continued to farm with hors 

‘woe they came ta te farm they had win 
boys, Grag and Keith. Later came Blake; then 
‘ho ge Thtis anc Pamela, This made quite an 
‘dition tothe Gull Lake Schoo! George and 
Pegay were quite well edveatod people. Peggy 
wae a qualified feacher in England, and ha 























planned to teach here, but family intervened 

“They demanded nothing but the best for 
‘heir tory. which sometimes caused a ities 
Lp in school. Quite often they were rignt. 
Seorg Wynctow enoyesan armen school 

sera! governments. He would fake them on 
ingle handed I tink sometimes more for his 
own anement han any gieanca 
‘chat an her way o Bentley, sometimes crving 
§ team of Reavy horses, itched To ahayrack or 
Biways interesting, we enjoyed our Iondship 
withthe Wyralows, 

‘After about 18 years of pioneering in 
Alberts, the Wiynclows moved to Ladysmith on 
Vancouver Islan, taking thle ner of Jersey 
Calle They eetled on a farm at Yalow Point 
‘ear Ladyemith Here tne carriaa on sl to 
wat they dé Alor, eng pote growing 

‘George Wyndlow passes away about 1969, 
fof aheart attack whleinthe East trying togeta 
prohibited drug for cancer from which Pagay 
teas suffering. She di a shor tim later. 

Other family. Greg and Keithremainedon 
the fam at Ladysmith. They are maried on se 
Para fame. Blake was in Edmonton, th last 
Wwe hear. The gis both marti: and in iter 
nt parts of the county. 
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YOUNG, ARCHIBALD AND LORENDA AND 
JENNIE 

By Sid Thompson 
Archibald Young was a native of Ontario, 
and Mrs Young was born and aisedin Quebec 
‘hoy both lo Canada and went to Minnesota 
where they met and were marred in Minneapo- 
Ta Minn, November 25,1867. They engaged in 
farming nti 1881 when they moved ta Wecon- 

sin where Mr. Young was nwhalesalebusine 
“Two sons and two daughars were Bor to 
‘them In 1898, the youngost son ci fom the 
effects of services rendored his country during 
the Spanish-American War. His death was fo 
lowed by te death ofthe youngest Saughterin 

1008, 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Young and the two surviving 
enidren eame to Ganaaa in 1808, Mr. Young Sr. 
taking up @ homestead SE -26-08-R2-W5 ap- 

















was graguate of the Theological Collegeof 
Bangor, Maine. Mis health faling. and with 0 
Ssantarium in Canada, he was taken 10 Den: 
Yer, Colorado where he passed sway in 1905 
atte age of 31 yeas. 

‘Tnolane the Youngs had homesteadedwas 
heavily timbered anda twa storey log house wa 
bute to the fact Mr Young wa atthe time 
‘ettng quite elderly clearing the land was @ 
Slow process, and in time even acquiring ft 
‘ch needed fire wood became dieu Re 
‘enzing this problem the community. deve- 
topeaa custom of arranging an annual “bee” in 
the ate winter to cut and haul his annual needs 
for tue A‘day would beset when ho ne-ghbore 
would gather with engine and 9u22 saw. some 
would fe trees, others with horses would ag 
these rees tthe saw, anastil others would sam 
the tees ino stove length bloeks. The women: 
folk would prepare the noon day meal and by 
night fall Mr. Young would nave & years supply 
bf stove wood inhi yard 


[At this time the Youngs wore the only older 




















feopie in the community and their Christi 
Ives had a goodiintuence onthe oungor popu 
lation, Mr Young wae Instrumental nh bold 
Ing of the Bayle. school and was the ist 


beretarytreasurer, 














rie community gathered at Youn’ home 
Golden Wedding In 1918 ey moved into Ber 
tley In 1927 when they colbrated ther Dia 
‘mond anniversary, their health would not peer 
‘Accord, 2 former pastor of Bentleys 
‘rd anniversary betore Mr. Young passed away 
ft the age of 89 years. Mra. Young lived fo be 
Ing for her parents ‘and vee less than a year 
tfor the death of her mother. She was great 



































“his story fe excerte trom nows clopings 
writen and saved by re. Fred Nelson and Ye 
Colections” by Kenneth Dane, compledby Sis 
Thompson 








ZELUF, GEORGE EDGAR AND FAMILY 
By Edgar Zolut 

George Edgar Zelut, commonty known a8 
‘ea, firsteamiataAlbetain 1800 with the Robert 
Stephenson” family, who homesteaded. two 
milee west of Bentley. They artvedin Lacombe 
by train and headed wost toward Bently. fol 
Gil Lake this tral essed a slough and, not 
Knowing It was a winter oad, started across. 
‘ter going only 2 short distance the wagons 
fank nthe mugand became stuck. The men ha 
to carry the women and children Oack to dry 
lang waite others got the team loose from the 
wagons. After puling the wagons out back 
tarde and making inquires from other hm 
teasers n tho aoa, thoy found anther ail on 
Figher an drier land and continued onto Ben 
tiey andtheirhomestead, Tedineiped nem bila 
{heir house and barn out fogs cut ana nauied 
from further was 

Many stories ware told of how wat twas 
that summer, with the sun shining an eloud 
‘lowing inthe size of & man's hat ane pouring 
rain foran hour ortwo, then clearing again unt 
therext day whenthesametningwoulghappen 
again. Wit all te moisture and sunshine, the 
‘mosquitos end tes were very badand iney haa 
{o keep smudges burning mach of te ime to 
Keep them eway ftom tne novees and cattle es 
pecially inthe evenings. Many times the cattle 
‘ould stand wth ther needs nthe smoke 0 get 
‘ay tom the masqultos 

‘itera year or $0 Ted returned to Nebraska 
were his father ané mother Ive. They later 
‘moved to Oklahoma andpassedaway soon ter 
moving there. 

Ted again came to Alberta about 1005 or 
1906 and ter working asa carpenter for sov- 
fal years, nomesteaded the NW. 141-2.5 In 
1908 ana received his naturalztion papers and 
ttle tothe Romestad in 1911 and in that same 
Yyear married Alice Miles, Tey wed on the No 




















rmastead and Ted worked a8 a carpenter,bulld- 
Ing. several houses in. Bentley and tne 
tutrounding area and | blleve he was the con 
tractor forthe old brik church in Betley. He 
tlzo bul several bame and ether small Bull 
ings in tne ati. 

in 3910 he sold the farm, held an auetion 
sale with CF. Darvon as auctioneer ana the 
famiy moved back to Oklahoma, where a but 
‘house ana worked at earpentering unt 1920, 
{non sold the house and ot and moved back to 
in 1921 he bul | wel-ciing rg ane, after 
tinibing hie own wal, riled many thers. 
‘working at that uni he sod te rig to Willi 
Freeman in 1940, 

“Tedalsohadablacksmith shop onthe arm, 
vere he sharpened plow shares and repsived 
farm machinery for many ofthe neightorsinthe 
istrict, 

“The method of travel in those days was by 
saddle horse, team and buggy oF euler oF by 
team an wegon i summer anateam anasoigh 
inwinter A upto Bentley vaually took neary all 
day and to Lacombe quite often took two days. 

Inthe winter women and chien usualy 
stayed at home as thay can't have warm clo 
thing ike thro Is today, Inthe eary days the 
nearest coctore were in Lacombe $0 most peo 
io ust let ther ailments run their course ang 
hoped t9 recover without help. In very bad 
ates, someone had to go to Lacombe and get 
the doctor and usualy take im Nome again 
Biter he had treated the patient 

"Ted and Aloe raised fe children - Edger, 
Lynn. dean, Myris ana Richard. Eagar now 
fowne and lives On the home fam, Lyn ives in 
Montreal, Jean at Ma-Me-O-Gsach, Myr in 
Vancouver and Richard at Fert St.John, B.C 
‘sucation at the Centreview school and afer 
finishing there, 100k she rest inthe brick high 
school Bentigy. Many of the teachers came 
from Ontario in the early days and usualy 
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boarded with Mes. Clarence Oborne. Somewere 
quite young while few were in thor lites oF 
aly ssi. All were very capable teachers and 
id their est to Relp the chen withthe 
feducation and in many other ways. Several of 
the lady teachers married young men nthe ds 
trict and a few continued teacning afer mar 
Flage. Many of the old teachers nave passed 
Sway but quite # number of the younger ones 
sili nthe ditrict orn faraway and return 
for a visit and to renew old acquaintances now 
fn then. 

In the early days vary tow road allowances 
were open and travel was mainly on tras cut 
through the bush from one. Romestead 10, 
nother. These ais usualy flowed on higher 
roundto oop away rommustogs anata 
rows Mad to be cut to get thraugh. Ae satis 
Kept coming, they ha to go farther west anc 
otth to get land $0 these same trails soon 
ame quite well travelled ands farmers fenced 
{hate land, many gates had to be opened ard 
closed each ume they waveled from one place 
to another. Many of these same tals ar stil 
Visible across land where the bush and trees 
have never ben cleared away and the land put 

{As the population grew, some ofthe main 
municipal roadways were opened and roads 
buat by team ang sip or fresno fearth moving 
equipment) ang later by horsedrewn graders, 
‘hich were usually pulled by sight oF twelve 
Forse teams or later by farm tractors, 

‘Sometime inthe 1890's the municipal coun 
cilors purchased a "Monarch’ tracked tractor 
fn # larger grader and the roads ware much 
improved. Some of tne councilors over the 
years wore Charles Whitworth. Harry Brow 
tow. Henry Castleman, Henry Peterson im 
Robson, Gus Paim, George Fraser. Aired 
Haavstaé ane Bill Bogert 82 well as some | 
{ant recall Jesse Everndon was municipal se 
‘retay-treasurer for many yaare and was fo 
‘wed by Herold Hopkin i 1027. Haro held 
‘that postion unt sever municipalities joined 
together to lorm the M0. of Lacombe and ls 
ior tne County of Lacombe 

‘Some ofour neighbors were Willam Rare 
Aangfamiy onthe SW. 1-4-2-5;GustavArnaton 
‘where Frank Neumeiernow ives Ferd Martin on 
NE 2412-5, JC Mouton, Clarence Obome, 
Wilson Cox, Leonard Snow George Holbrook 








the Matthews family, Mitehol Saint, George 
Graham and te Miles family, who Ted on the 
NE Tato 

“There wereseveralother ery setersin the 
istrict who ether abandoned theirnomesteads 
or sod inelang and movec away. Some of hese 
Were Goorge Justice, Free Warner the Wise 
Iman fami, the Palmers. Mottets Coles and 
Sullivans 

Harvesting was cone by binder an the bun 
doe were set up in stooks To. Ory and then 
‘tacked to walt unt someone witha threshing 
machine came and da the threshing. Most of 
the early machines were powered by steam en 
fines which burt wood an it was te fares 
responsibilty iohave.s good supply of dry wood 
‘on hand. A tow of the early tnreshermen were 
‘Shelby Reed, Aled Hearstae the Vige ather 
fand son, John Anderson andthe Locknart syn 

‘Bernat Jasterhagasmallmachine driven by 
twelve horse;power gas engine. The machine 
‘nas fod by a man standing intron euting the 
bands on the bundles and pushing the loose 
material Into the cylinder. The straw dropped 
trom te back ontoa conveyor, which elevateait 
to the top of the tack. where another man 
‘moves it around, wamped it oven ane formed 
the stack This oui was moved by team and 
ome. seasons threshing lasted unt after 
Christmas before all the smal jobs were 

In Later years many farmers bought their 
‘wn tractors and thveshers and ci ot stack 

Shine ta bethveshed. Al grain was aud by 
{eam and wagon and shovelad into a storage 
bin to be fod to lveetack or sol later, Then 
‘ame the combine, tricks and augers and that 
‘ended the good old threshing cays and the fabu- 
‘ous meals the laces prepared to keep tne men 
In shape for al the strenuous wor. 














ZIMMERMAN FAMILY 
Mrs. Emost Spychor, Sr. (Mari) camo to 
the Durham district wth her amily in 1908 athe 
‘igo of 15 years. There wore ner parents. Mr and 
Mrs. Cone Zimmerman, their thee children 
daek, Anna and Marie ang trae fiends. O80 
HHueppelsheuser. Bil Begert and most Asche 
‘ann all ith the excoption of Oto, being ot 
Swiss origin, Otto sete in the Aspeund di 
Inc, Bil homesteaded in the Castor area an 








Emest, who later mertd Anna Zimmerman, 
ought the NE 939-15 end later moved to 
Nevada, USA The Zimmerman family seted 

“The Zmmarmans had come to Kansas rom 
Swizeriend and estabished a good dairy hore 
there. ohn Thieestein, a fiend of thir, was 
‘Going up to Canada ta vit ie stepson, Ea Be 
ert no worked wth ar Stir, ator wiom 
Stet s named. Mr Stoter nad connections 
in Switzeriand, through working with the Ger 
man American Colonization Ca. 60 hay were 
working clocly with Swiss immigrants Both In 
Canada and overseas. Ed, on ane of is tips 
home. persuaded Chris Zimmerman to take & 
trip to Canaca with him. While there, Chis was 
‘ite impressed and. a land in Kansas was be 
Coming very expensive, he decided to buy land 
the Stettler aoa, s0 Ed took him ane Mr Thier 
Stain out to the SlindmanValay. This was more 
toia liking s0 he purchased section 5-39-15, 
‘iblen was CPR lan 

‘Ohisthen returned to Kanses o oreak the 
ews to his family and o sll her farm toro 
{Tis tack bout 2years.utmeansie, another 
farm with a few buliings, owned by Mr MeDo 
wal, a storekeeper in Slackales, had come up 
{or eale 0 Chris bought tand twas to this farm, 

'5:30-15, tht the famly moved n Mach, 
1908 

‘Tho train tip at one cont permite forthe 
family and 2 carloads ivestock, macninery 
tnd household effets, pus the dog, took about 
5 days, but seemes endless tothe thee toonag- 
fers. The Wain would stop for water and the 
‘ners ofthe lvestock wouidhaveto cary pals 
ft water for them, Had it not been forthe dog 
Sack woula have lot apa of fur gaunt mit, 
‘but me dog scared off he intruder or tie and 
{hen lay on the mits unt his owner eturned 

(On arival in Calgary, the wagons and do- 
mocrat were unloaded and ail the belongings 
Taaced into them, ready fr te long drive out 0 
their new home It as then they discovered 
they had stowaway An a frend sno helper 
from Kansas stood smiling them from wathin 
tha stock ea, Evienty, he had boon nvolvedin 
8 ight the night betore they elt Kansas sna the 
Sher! wa looking for him. So, after helping 
them load the stock hehid withthe animals ang 
Femained hidden the whola i. The Zimmer 
‘ane were delighted to have him ashe was an 
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excellent stock man, His name was Peter Mos- 
Sew, andhe proved tobe very usetl even betore 
thoy reaches their new nome. They had dinner 
at he Bedtore House in Blsckllds ang then 
‘ened and could scarcely walk. They unhitched 
her tied the democrat tothe wagon and Pete 
Stayea wih the horse bese the road, unt he 
hed her well enough to travel the next day 

aya looked to er and aso the log haute, 

a Bogor, who lived on the Peterson farm, 
indy ft there stay with Rien ntl they could 
‘lsen ther new home and makeitmore vee, 
‘The woathor was fairly good at that time, but 
Mare recale th period from May 2810 ly, 
thereat ofthe ime nthe end though, the crop 
was good 

Prairie tees wore always athreatbeceuseot 
0 much unpasturea and untill ian, where 
the grass grew undistred formany years Aca 
protection, Gris an hs family wouldburm ith 
reat care around the bulainge. Marie ro 
‘members one fre that sudenly loomed up not 
{ar trom ther pace and burmed for days, ave 
ling miles asi iso. 

Winter were very cold. Sometimes there 
‘would be a woek of 60 below weather. when the 
ieeonSyivan Lake, Smiles away, could behears 
inthe sil rosty air as it formes big cracks 
Sotoss the surface, Mare loved to skate and 
pent many days going long distances down the 
fiver. During the winter, she would ott skate 
Gown totnePetrofarm to pickup thermal. nich 
Iie Petro Bad brought from Blacsalds, 

Another useful pastime forthewomen, bot 
young and ola, wasquiting. Aquitwasoften on 
the frame and whoever came would fin inthe 
‘uiing while they wstes, Mari, atthe age of 
ighty eight years stithas two orthee quits on 
fhe go. One is-4 Gentenaial qult with a large 
border of the coat-of-arms and emblem of each 
province surouncing modes of transportation, 
{rom tho oxen to the jot. She has seen ancused 
‘hem all and loves tof. 

‘Some ofthe firsts che remembers are, the 
brigge ‘over the Blinoman river below thie 
piace, on the road running east and west and 
‘vent fo Racky Mountain House he arepnone 
‘that came trom Bontley and went jst 10 their 
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place and a rio with warphones, bought from 
the Co-op store in Bentley, where Mr Lit was 
manager Her dad decided i was the thing Io 
have after listening to Bil Begerts, One time in 
2 caso of ness, they couldnt get the operstor 
Byringing the usual longing. Aneighbor, hes 

ing tis in, kraw i must be an emergency 80 
‘Game on th ins, took the massage and went In 
f notfy the doctor in Lacombe, because the 
{slaphone operator was an only dung the day. 
sed for ttreshing and grinding only. The ms 

chines taveled for threshing but Ihe neighbors 
brought their grain ar gringing. An Overiand90 
touring car, 1890 model, was also fondly re 

Thay atended the Rainy Creek church fo 
many years. 

‘When the Zimmermans retiras they built | 
cottage across the ravine and Mrs, Zimmerman 
Sieg in the twenties. They went fo Oregon fora 
‘em years ult ied Algeria beter, Some years 
ator his wiles doath, he returned to Kansas, 
Fomsried and returned to his cottage whore 
thoy tied unt they retired in Sywvan Lake, He 
‘ied therein 1957 atthe age of 9 


ZIMMERMAN, JOHN AND STELLA 

‘The Christian Zimmerman family came to 
Abert in 1908 from Marsal County. Kansas, 
Mr zimmorman had mado a previous tip, pur 
ehasing land inthe Bindman Valley the 15 
59:15, Thoy nada family ofthe, ane son John 
and wo daughters, Anna and Marie, 

(On August 3, 1936, ohn (Jack) ane wore 
married, Wo lived with my parents that winter 
fang moved to the present home place nthe 
Spring of 3947, ving is a small shack unt 8 
nouse was bull thatsummor Wena four eri 
ren, Elsie was bom in August $917, Warren in 
November, 1939, Hugh (better known a8 Bud) 9 
August 1928 ana Dorian July, 1827 

Im Apri, 1840, Elsie and Gordon Hunter 
were married. Gordon works for Gulf in Red 
Door and Elsi for tho Syvan Lake Hardware 
‘Thay havea fanny of three - Ear, Loraine ane 
Lee, 





Warren, not married, Is manager of he Rio- 
‘nto Ranch, west of Longview, Alberta. Bud 
drives a tuck for Chameo Trucking. He ls not 





married and makes his home with me on the 
farm, in @ pew maple pome we purcnssed in 
S974, ‘Dons maried Asnard Cameron, the 
{younger son of Mand Mire. Wm, Cameron of 
Sylvan Lake, Dik is employed by Nowsca Olt 
Serves. Thy liven Calgary and nave enld- 

The Durham schoo! opened in January, 
1821, with Mr. Wright teaching the fst two 
forms. Our ehldren all ttendod sehoo! thee, 
During those years, Sehool Fairs were head 
fan year a boy and 9 gil having the highest 
points were chosen from each school ta 99 for 
bre week to Olds Agricultural School, Several 
‘went fom Durham. There were always Crist 
‘mas concerts andapionieal the end the year 

‘During the summer nolidays, our children 
was sald to private owners, Many pals of wil 
Trait were picked there. Like all our neighbors, 
wwe weathered the dry years of te tities 

‘Nt onetime a band of ncians was hired to 
{do some brushing on ourwest quarter ands 
thore a young boy bocame il and ied ana was 
buted thee. The bua place wil never be de 
turbos a ong a wo own the lana 

‘8 aood part of ou and was broken by plow 
and horse power, Jack doing the work hme. 
Later itwas done by large equipment, Jack Duy 
ing sft actor in the spring oF 1948, During 
the arly years the grain was tacked and the 
‘machine came ater to thresh t going fom fay 
1p arm. Then came stook threshing whore the 
‘Sheaves werenauled ote machineand mastol 
the men and boys of the este took part in tis 

in 1928, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lowe rented 
‘thehomepiace orayear Thenintne summer ot 
1927, Esther and August Knoepl ved inthe 
house and ther fet eld was born tere, Mr. 
Hamiton and his son Richar lv there for @ 
lao and alo Mr and Mr, Ota Skoog, whose 
frst son as born thre 

“Theid house stood emo lor several yeare 
unt one evening vandals set tre tof burning 
to the grouna. Ken Kingsep, living across he 
‘oad, on Bornara Sjre saves the spruce Woes 
from burning. These Wes were planted by my 
fatner many yearsearler Risoniythememores 
Inthe Ato-Reste Memorial Gardena, Red Qasr 
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Boyle School District #3958 






































Bove 
The Boyle Schoo! District Ne. 2910 was 
formed in 1912 or 1819 to accomodate cicren 
fon the fringe of various other excting strict, 
0 they would not nave so fart travel. The fist 
Secretary-Treasurer was Archie Young. who 
woe Keen interested in education, whet 
oademi or religous. He remained in hate 
pacity unti 1821". Most of the ratepayers Na 
“Te lst leche was Nele Thompson, fol- 
War One but was never hea fom again inns 
followed were Mrs. Nora Stele, Annie Thomp- 
fon, Kenneth Dana, Wiee Himan, Mies Poter 
on, Mr. Layeook, Mrs. Russel and Miss Moore 
in 1983 there were thity-hvee applicants or he 
joe 30 th schoo! boars named Gladys Walk, 
Mise Garres, Mise Opie snd Miss Woldas st 
choices. It all ofthese hac Been commited to 
Some other school the secretary was glen a= 
forty to choose “one of the. remaining 
lscount I pela belore May 1, 1922. $4.00 was 
pala for a "house cleaning” jab at that time 
This, however, dropped to $180 in 1932. The 
lator was paid. per day. Mr. Turner supe 
iad wall water fo the schoo! fr 28¢ per month 
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1928 must have boon agood year becauseit 
be Bought forthe winsows and a 9a lamp for 
evening functions 

In 1992 te teacher, who we alreagy teach 
Ing graces | 10 8, was askea (it she wae qual 
‘ed to teach grades Gand 10aswell anaatless 
than the minimum wage of $840.00 per year. In 
1128 however a qualified man teacher was ob 
fained fo 374000. 

By 1937 wages hed again increased to 
1840.00 and must have continuee on a rather 
fven ke! for aw yrs. In 948 the population 
has so meroased tat ther was need for expan 
Son, When the secretary of the. County a3 
fspproached on the matter of enlarging the 
School, a special moeting of the ratepayers 
woe called to meot withthe Divisional Trustoe 
na the Schoo! Superiniondent, to discuss 
having the students bused into Bentley whore 
the children would be taught by qualified 
teachers, as rural schoole were now being 
Stalled by supervisors 

{As | read the minutes ofthe Boyle Senoo! 
Dltric, ia my understanding thatthe 320091 
‘when it was changed to he Warren School Dis 
trict No. 2010. The reason forthe change ot 
Boyle inthe Athabaska Schoo! Division. 














Calkins Valley School District #1044 


















































CALKINS VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

First recorded minutes July 22nd, 1904 
Trustaes were WE Calkine, James Lockhart, 
WA. Brandon, WE Calkins cames Chaitman 
bf the Board and James Lockhart ae Secreta 
fyTreasurer 

Tt was agreed to patton the Commission 
of Education for permission to place the 
Eenoothause on the South West comer ofthe 
North West Quarter of Section seventeen, 
Townsnip Forty-One, Range Two, West of the 
Fim Merian; the centre ofthe district being 
half way between the North East and South East 

Tt was agreed to 88k information from the 
taxed for school purposes in 1904 

Tk was also agreed to order supplies for 
secretary treasurer's use from Christies Book 
Store, Srandon, Manitoba 

‘August 24,1004 = WE. Calkins appointed 
Assestor. $600 borrowee to build schoo! 
Repayment o ba made n 1Oequalinstaliments, 
‘ath imtoret at 

‘Schoo! house was tobe trae, 30eet long 
by 20 fest wide, with 1 toot cating 
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October 17th, 1904» Taxes were levied at 
6% cents an aero - $1000 por quarter. 

(clover 24th, 1904 Mr Calkins authorizes 
to 90 to Bentley to buy necessary lumber for 
school house trom W.8. MePherson. bargain 
withthe carpenterand to use his own judgment 

(October 31, 1904 = Contact for bullaing 
id being $100 000 build thesenooland a brick 
fenimney. 1 was agreed thatthe people of the 
“istrit be soled to haul the materia forthe 
Schoo! and thatthe Board pay their expenees 
‘he hauling trom Lacombe 

‘November 24, 1904 twas agroed ta pay 
20° per 100 fst fr hauling lumber tram he 
‘McPherson mill ane 6800 per oad for hauling 
from Lacombe (without expenses). 

December Sth, 104" Itwas agreedto have 
eps to procure a teacher 
Maa Mary E- Anderson as teacher foraterm of 
sx months ata salary of §59 per month School 
fo commence Janay 16, 1808 

May 8, 1905- Miss Mary E, Anderson asked 
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pls of Coins oly Shon ith Wats meer ot Ba 182 & 1902 
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Hl dew May Ann Oe ir Eth date reno 
Homan, dime Maco, Wie try, Jono Stray, Som Wezel = 
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permission to resign her poshion as teacher. 
teas agread to accapt her resignation provised 
‘he wae wiling twat for thebalance of ber pay 
Unt the Department of Education pays the 
{rant to our school, If was also agreed to Keep 
fheschoolapen during emonthsot November 
fd December 1905, 

‘August 14. 1905 - Contract to paint 
schoainouse awarded to Berthold Joppe for 
S200, 

February 28, 1906 - DM, Layton nites as 
teacher at $47 00 per month, provided ne could 
‘obtain a permit om the Minster of Education. 








1908 ~ Contract to supply 15 cords of 
firowood at $1.4 per cord was awarced 10 WE. 
alk, 

109 - Taxes rsed o 7 por acre and 10% 
discount allowed on curent taxes pala before 
fist cay of July in the year for which they 

“Tender of Otto Hueppelsheuser to supply 
titeen cords of wood at $180 por cord was 

1910-James Lockhert appointed Assessor, 
‘Secretary and Treasirer fr $40.00 10 the year 

‘School term extended to ful year 

Taxes reduces to 8% per acre 

1911 - $100.00 borrowed fom Union Bank 
in Lacombe. 








Henry Simons dil a wel the school 
‘rounds ata cost of $52.25, 





SM. Lockhart pig $12.00 for bosraing well 

114 Taxes set st 7s par acre 
Teacher salary set at'$6500 per month 
1815 - Secretary instructed t0 order 
regulation strap for use in the shoot 

1816 - $708.00 borrowed from Union Bank 
Lacombe 

"B17 -$1620paidto 0 

Secretary instructed to purchase a box of 
apples pail of candy and $2 0owortnat pants 
for christmas 

TOG.” Taxes set st 8% par acre and 
teachers salary rased to $7500 per month, 

357500 borrowed feom Merchants Bank 
imboy at 88 interest 

1819 - $600.00 Borrowed trom Merchents 
Bank. Bene, 

1920 Teacher's salary $86.00 per month. 

Soldiers land exempted irom taxes for 

4921 - Taxes set at 124 par acre, Wood 
51.90per rick Teachers salary-S1,200 er year. 

1922 - Taxes $24.00 por quarter - 20% 
‘iscount i paid by 18h at March 

1904 Ms. Kin ied as Secretary at $75. 
forthe yeor 

“Teacher's salary $1,100.00 

$250.00 borrowed from Lockhart 
‘Co-operative Tiveshing Association 

Yo25 - Texes sel at mille on assessed 
daye ater notices male. 

1928 —"Taxce set at 19 mills with 10% 
tiscount i pai by June 25th Teachers salary 
$1,200 per year. 

Last recorded minutes November 24,1926. 

Trustees and/or Seertary-Treasuror: WE 
Caikine, James Lockhart, W.A. Brandon 
Berthold Joppe, Wm. Smith, Jas. Robson 
Lpun Reeves, A, Rathwell, -M. Thomas, 
Albert Kraine, NA Palm, Henry Wessering, 
‘wt Lobman, Jas. Jatray. CA. Calkins, JE 
Wilton, A'S. Sleeves, R. Priageon, JE Wilson, 
Goo, Fraser, Je. Strachan, Carl Thomas, Wm 
Wise, oy Wiese, Mrs. H. rains. 

Teachers: Miss Mary €. Anderson «1905; 
AM, Layton «1906; J. Kely~ 1006; Mis Hall. 
1907; 0M. Layton 1910; Mss Helen Lockhart 
1913, Ge. Taylor - 1944 Miss Bishop - 1915 
firs Uren 1947; 6 Gillen - 1918: Mrs EC. 























Cook - 1918; Miss L. Sharpe - 1018, WE. lrwin- 
"900 H MeKellar #920, Grant=1921-Mre 
Neiie Graig - 1003, EM. Stoole 1823, Mise 
Cochrane = 924 Mise 2. Grant ~ 1924; Mrs. 





Receipts Expenditures 


veo 72025 § 12025 
1908 598.27 are 
te08 74881 74090 
1907 08.47 Se798 
1909 952.28, 
1810 1.00039 846.00, 
1912 147919 eat 





Several things were of special concern to 
the School Bosra aver tne years - Hiring and 
Keeping teachers: atfcuty in collecting 
taxes: Borowing money from banking inti 
tions and buying wood 19 Keep the schoo 
house neates 
“ie itt toattend the schoo! were Fred and 
Fanny Calkins: Oren and AmmiePke: Anne ans 
Hellen Lockhart and Harry, Jack and Leving 
Brandon 








to R Coe Frse, Haze! Mola 





Carritt School District #930 



































CARRITT SCHOOL 

By 1903 onough children esidedin thea 
trict © raise the need fora senool. A meeting 
‘was held in November 1908 whieh resites in 
{he formation ofthe Carit School strc #990, 
‘Tne mambors ofthe fist boare were Mr. Thos, 
Bigam, Mr NS. Nelson ana Mr J.C. Carri Mr. 
Bigam soon resigned and was replaced by Mr. 
slonn Bish Wile waiting forthe eatape neces 
would reid in the newly bull church, $0 
Schoo! classes wore held thre from February 
1804 to June 1805. Those frst pupis were Eva 
‘Austin, Winnie Bish, Mary Cart Mile Car 
fit, Fred Cari, ohn Nelson, Fred Nelson 

Following a school meeting in July 1904, 
application was made fo the Depertment of 
Regina fora loan of S600 tls to ncude costo! 
builcing the schoo, fences, outhouses, stable 
sel a puting th grounds shape, t 


Interest The school was bul on NE. corner of 
September 1905. it was, 


‘School atter J.C, Caritt who, while not the first 
entertainment was held for the opening of the 
‘new building, and the proceads used to start a 


Puch, Wire Blah, Ea Nn, 
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the time tne schoo! closed in June 1082, anathe 
children weet by bus to sehoolat Seni. Taxes 
in 1908 were $8.80 per quartor section: im 1909 
$10.0; in 1828 = $25.20 and in 1990 $384 
Tere was no Basement under this ehao| 
unt 1957 and the wind swept uncer the for 
During the cold weather the school was never 
really warm. The men teachers or older boys 
‘Stated a tre in tho box neater Inthe morning 
before school opened e was not unusual orice 
winen pupils gathered around the stove st noon 
Warm weather games were baseball 
Guck-oneine-rock, dare gaal, tag, statues, 
beckon, at winter games, foxane-gonse, and 
bulleing forts. Shinny was an all season game 
In bolow-zor0 weather sludonts competes In 
Spelling bees, and arai agdition contests, 
bag of cendy, and an apple or orange. Most also 
hadanewgarmentfortneaccasion, event tom 
a made-over garment. itera basemen! wa 
‘mage under tne schoo! furnace wasinstlod 
nd a small cook-stove set up. Then oyste 
made in bolts on the stove. For some time 


tl 
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see Bish Anis Thompson, Grace 














older students preparee noon cacoa on that 
Stove, and parents took tuna Gringing n'a hot 
In anuary 1820, about 6 sections on 
south and eastof tne cstrct wasted overfor 
formatian of te Durem school aistct, Bat 
During these years pupils took part in the 
cool far eld at Syvan Lake each fal wth al 
Surrounding schaots entering ext of shoo 
work hanawork chop work animals. oc, Those 
‘week's short course at Olds a 
‘Junior Red Cross was pat ofthe schoo! 
program and supported Red Cross programs 

















{he sleigh seen on that hil ase 
Outedo the others in speed and distance 


fone tiesto 

















Rona Neon Alberta Hanan, Brio Leske 


to the south ofthetistone. The accepted bia for 
this bilsing was by Frank Hewit Tor $3675. 
Classes were hele there until June 1952 when 
the schoo! wa closed and chilgren bused €o 
Bentley 
to the Gat Hist (now Brink) far, A sling 
tink was bulton the st of tne ols building, and 
‘ras inte by the community until 1852 Prior to 
that time skating and hockey was on the 
Blinaman River. Many skating parties, hockey 

Alter he school closed in 1952 he Card 
‘School wae moved to Bentley where ii si 
(et) uaed ae a clasroom 

Teachers at the Carit Schoo! since 
Includes: Mr. James MeNichal (salary 
per mont) Mr Wiliam Saunders, Me Mla 
Dyer, Mss Wd. Good Mrs. Bees Eisenhauer, 
‘Mr, WB. Wiebd, Miss Winnie Fallow, Mise Ol 
Boxter Mrs, Nora V. Steelo, Mics Rargsr 


























Donaldson, Mrs. Constance M. Austin, Miss 
Grace Floming, Wise MeDonald, Mies Hida 
{lean Nunnemaker, Miss JM. Bertneusen, Mis 
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= Vera Houston firstinthe 
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Centreview School District #968 












































CCENTREVIEW SCHOOL 
“The Centreviw Schoo! was bultin1908an 


the SE comer of Sec 13:41-2.N8, by Mr 


“The is teacher, Miss Orsdala had as her 
pupils Francis, Alice, Miton and Emma Mies, 
faa and Mabel Cox, Gertuse an Harry Saint. 
ect Larsen, Zola Brown and Roy, Pal and 
Ben Evernden, 


Following ate some ofthe teacher; - Mary 


Seiad 








oe Mr. Craig Mis Tupi Me Hon Mr 
Incroed popuiton 





The school was closed in 1947 





Chapel School District #588 















































CHAPEL SCHOOL visTAICT 
‘By Harry Elsworth 


‘The fist Chapel Schoo! was constructed 
Cf logs, with siding outside. 1 was built about 
‘90401 180, as farascan be ascertained. There 
wae sn organ inthe north west comer, under 
which mice used to accasionally come up and 
{curry aarass te floor in school time, causing 
Conagsrableexcitomont The heater was atthe 
back usvally surrounded by enlgren real 
ole winter weather, The children wereforceao 
fe outside to play at recess and noon, ifthe 
Weather was at all decent. Wintec games were 
Fox and Goose”, "Follow The Leader, etc." 
rider days of spring. now wa rolled up in 
large bale andplacediogstnerinaciecetikean 
‘sles, Then ges would be chosen fra snow 
Ingpring, 2 8000 as therewasa ary spot of 
‘round of reasonable size, many of the boys 
‘would play marbles. Somotimes some of the 
‘iris played too, The bays would also drown out 
‘ophers. or snare them. Sometimes the rls 
‘oul go pking wild flowers, such a8 utter 
ups, Dandelions, Pussy Willows, and Cowslips. 
Boys and girls would play bal together 
‘The schoo wore managed by Local 
Boards ofthe farmer. electod by theratepay- 
for of the district They received no pay. They 
Served voluntary "and were. usually very 
‘A pow school was bull at Chapel in 1028, 
Mr Frank Hewitt of Bemtey was tn carpenter 
and grounds. A small barn was bultalthe north 
School by the pupils. Ths Wes surrounded by 
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Sometimes janitor was hiredto keep wood 
athand. and to star tres nthemorningan tour 
Before school. The janitor cleaned biackboerds 
land swept the schoo! each day. and scrubbed 
4a oiled the floor st prescribed Intervals, 

The teacher sometimes di ths work her- 
lt Teachers salaries were not very high core 
Pred with todays standards. Salaries were 
Between $700(00 and $800.00 per year out of 
which they had to pay board. Teacherscariada 
Certain prestige and wore usualy leaders nthe 
‘communi, 

“Thore was always a Christmas concert put 
‘on by the faacher and pupils. Crrstmas pres 
tents were passed out. and bags of poncom, 
andy, nuts and oranges, given out by Santa 
‘Gaus. Also vap oranges ané popeom balls were 
passed around to those in atondance 

"Phere was aso a Communty Plele held 
ly attended in force. Even those who had no 
ehillrenattencing school were there. 

Teachers were mostly unmarvied ladies 

ne ofthe first teachers was Mr Jack Man= 
ton of Rimbey, now deceased, who married & 
Sister of Cit Crommie. Others we recall were 
Faye and Nita Nicholson: Nee Ashley; Pes! 
Raymond: Nelle Grant. who married Lome 
Craig: Anna Watson, who maied Hal Nichol 
fon, Esie Foster, who married Keth Evans and 
lives near High River, Elsie Skoccopole. who 
married Rober! Thorp: Clare Massing, who 
marred Harry Elsworth, Margarel Fibey, 
Phytlis Rice, whosa parents lived near Lacor 
be. There were many others. Most of them 
boarded with Mrs John Craig: my Mother, 
Cara Ellsworth and Bele Graham, 











Durham School District #3907 
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DURHAM SCHOOL 
By Chris ls, J 


Chris lis, Sc, Harty Pickering and Emit 
‘Schmit (than abacnor} were the fist ustecs 
Of the Durham School. Bob Pickering, Sr. was 
the secretary Many stom battles were to be 
fought and’ won before getting. the school 
stare, 

Much discussion had taken place in the 
fares regarding the location of the noo and 
fio the need fori A schoo! waa needed to 
the ga0 between the then existing scnools of 
Aspelund, Norma and Carr 

‘A general mecting was held atone ofthe 
farm homes wharethe trustees wor lectod 
fand ine secretary appointed, was en necoo 





1. Borrow money by issuing debentures, 

2. Establish tax lovy on the land. (NO 
grants came from the government 

8. Get poxmission trom the Ospartment 
‘of Education to build the schoo! 

4 Decide on’ the boundaries of the 
Strict, 

5. Decide where to locate the schoot 


Guy Erskine, who had three schookage 
children. donated 2 acres forte schoo! and E 
IM Ressnig donates 2 acres ore barn, This 
Why te sehoo! as on one sige of the road 
Bllowance and the barn on th other 

Meetings took place with bordering di 
twets and boundaries were establishes. With ax 
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levies on the paopl, together with loans, ap 
proximately $3,000 was raised: Theloans came 
From Chis Zimmerman and Peter Lowe and 
alo trom others whose names can'tbe recalled, 
Volunteer Iabor was. secured and the land, 
which was all bush at that time, was clarecand 
2 full coment basement pt In 

Everything looked 05), but “hitch” deve 
loped. The Department of Education sites all 
‘monies be sent to Edmonton. Relations withthe 
‘pureaueracy” became strained ang the storm 
started. But in spite of tha, the Board pro 
ceeded further with their ulin plans A 
bulling contractor was hed and lumoer was 
auled tothe bnlding site. Mora letters were 
Sent to Edmonton tut they stil Ftused to re 
lease themoney anéthe Boars wert aheado try 
to compete the choo! building bofoe the cote 
weather sot, in October o¢ November. The 
bate went on, but a ne aval. The Board must 
rave the money to pay the ols, and ater alt 
‘was their money andthey were anxious to open 
‘he school asa teacher had been mired. his 
Bis wae ¢o riled up he decided t ig tie wth 
fre 50.he phoned the Shad! Inspector AF 
Gleson, informing "him of thei diicutias 
‘Now, he sal, “here's a provinla election in 
the mear future 1m going to hanallthiscorres- 
Pondence between the Department andthe 
Board over to the Opposition Party.” Without 
further ade, Gieson phoned Eemonton, relaying 
the message and within‘ very short time the 

“The finishing touches were added and the 
Schoo! was made ready to open in January of 








Gull Lake School District # 527 



























































GULL LAKE SCHOOL, 
‘y Harry Hansen 
ne orginal schoo! wae bul on the SE 
comer of NE s 17-26-40, whera Louis Gabel 
as house now stands, it was ona af the first 
nools west of Lacombo, and was organized 
‘supervision of Fred Nelle in 1900. 
gus French. Thomas Welker and Fred Nelle 
Secretary-treasurer was SH. Welch, The bu 
ing was 24» 2 of log fn wal 
bull and served for 
Pupils came as far es # mile, rom Wiese 
vil, Woody Nook, Asplund Durham and Ban 
ley” Scatered homesteaders also sort ther 
Chiron to Gull Lake Senool 
Ths becoming hard to tind pupils who at 
tended the fit sehool but the names of Elton 
Paling, 200 Poling and Harry Hanaen come 10 
hay yours 00, 
‘was builtin 1912, one half mila south of the old 
Tog school. The oi echoo! became a residence 
for aovera Tamils including, Esco Moore, Mra. 
‘Acton, Esnie King, Freeman Bros angart Davey 
Bana Mrs. Shewan twas demalisheg when Lous 
CCabatka took over the property in thearly 0’. 





(Gut Lake Schoo 193, Back Raw L 





or 
and the puplis were bused into Bentley, The 
choo! building was moved into Bertley and 
became a resignee eat ofthe hal, 

“The teachers of Gul Lake schoo}, not ne 
essary in order, are listed below. The ats 
botween 1905 and 1610 ara not avaliable 








toscher-Mr. Boulton Mrs. Fred Moore 
Dc. Bayne Katy Rater 
Miss Anna Shaw Grace Ween 
Duncan Layton’ Ws. Grant Curie 
Miss Eawards  Geottry Taylor 
Miss Gerard Wr Donnaliy| 
Bertha Hutton Jean Miler 
Ma Uneh Percy Davies 
Irene Crooker Dale Slackmore 











ra Gil Miss Gurvmow 
Elie Ziprch Mss Farewell, 
Es Dowling! Mas Trimble 
Dick Damron Grace Hansen 
Supervisor 
Eva ona Frankia Caine 


Miss Trimble Betty Cutler 


(Grace Ween became Mrs. Grant Currie 
and she taught grade 9 ae well a8 the other 8 
races. 


ur, ornce Court, Ue 








ur talents ware Brought into play 
Hundreds stil remember the skil of Tommy 
Roynoles as Santa Claus. 


GULL LAKE 
By Harty Hansen 

The history of the Gull Leke School ana 
district would not be complete without a few 
words about the Lake teat The Village of Gull 









people wil be surprised to learn that Aspen 
Beach sported two hotels and a Chinese restau. 
rant back in 

Landing a 
Some 
Central Alberta but matt of them came by tain 
from Edmonton and Calgary and would then 





aye alee 
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hire livery team in Lacombe to take them to he 
lake, wnere most of tem owned catages Wee 
ends the hotels were crowd, and hundreds 
of sailboats ana canoes could be seen on the 
Unhoard of Clumsy le-board motore wore just 
‘coming in but out-Doard motors werent used, 
‘Gul Lake nas ecreasoa by one-haltinsizo 
since 1912-1918 n 1915 water was unningout 
Of to outlets. Out of he onenorth of Be 
Fegular torrent of water emptleg into the Bind 
tman Fiver west of town, The other outet out of 
thooxtrome south end crossing sections 17 and 
20040-28.04 algo omplig into the Blncman 4 
Iles south of Bentley These streams proviced 
‘200d fishing in the early Saye but thoy have 
The provincial government is fighting an 
uphil battle #0: save the tke from drying uP 
land are pumping water from the 
Blinaman River by pipeline and canal. They 
creased the pumping capeciy last summer, 
tihich might nel. The next couple of yrs wil 
tal the story 
The government nas spent milion of do: 
larson he park ang ind on the north and west 
1 of the lake. Lets hope ney know what they 
‘re doing, 
‘Some ofthe early cotage owners at Brown 
tows Landing wore Archie Putiang, Ingle Mise 


























Maddock, Jabez MePhetson, O.S. Mote, JH. 
Darvon, WB. Cairn, Perey and Frank Thorp, 
JF. Miler, Dr Evans, George Srown and Or 
Fawcett 





GULL LAKE SCHOOL NOTES 
LEG IN THE CEILING 

(One day, when a piece of science equip: 
to tattove the same Irom the schoo! atti 
where it was Kept to save space below. This 
4rea was reachod by a ladder thal extended 
from the front door level tothe eeling, and be 
low the bell tower 

One boy insisted tat he could do the joo 
better than anyone else. The teacher asked 
‘Can you be celul and not step on the pas 
tered elling?” “On, yes! waa the eager reoy 
TI be careful | ean do 

The ladder wae climbed and the pupl i 
appeared through the small opening into the 
‘usty atte, Soon there was some noise - then 
‘a suddon crash, wits dust, plaster, and ath f= 

Dangling trom the calling was one 

‘Among a burst of laughtor and ridicule by 





his schoo! mates he r-appeared and lowered 
‘the nepded equipment ro eager hands Bolom 


WRITING ON THE WALL 


vas annoye to tad more “ting” nthe 
OF course no one knew who had cont 
for botior ponmanship was hetd tor all pups 
2 certtin combination af letters and words 
‘was usea in a paragraph, on the blacxboara, 
Unwittingly the. guity pupil gave himself 
sway by repeating the same sty and fom a8 
‘watched for a certain letter. There it was! 
When the teacher paused By the pupils 
desk and atked, “Why dis you write that su 
in the boy's tle?" very re face gave a sor 
(of confession, resulting in the appropiate pu 








THE LIGHTNING STRIKE 
(One very not July day, some men stopped 
and investigated the school house, The 
a to thelr business. They replieg that they 
Wwore making sure the ground wires on the 
choo! lightning rods were in place. Some 
‘Now, the pupils, when their schoo! work 
was Tinishee, nad” made. nice birdhouses. 
Painted them, and mounted them on poplar 
poles slong the senoal fence. One near the 
pooled barn’ The teacher jokingly asked 
as a storm rumbled inthe west, they had ay 
‘They hadnt been gane more han Hiteen 
There was a tremendous “bang” and 
flash 
Liter the teacher inspected the schoo! to 
00 it hag been hit Al was serene. but on 
the return he noticed strips ot bere scatered 
birds and debris, A direct hit! A couple of 
miles due west seal barn, cow and ea also 
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AN ODE TO THE GULL LAKE SCHOOL 


You stood so strong ane sturdy 
Upon the corner thee, 

Inweatner fol or fait 

The centre of the neighborhood 








Beyond it was the bar 2 
A shelter forthe nove 

(Of kids fom asta farms 

‘Was always full of sawed-up chunks: 
Ot corded fie wood 











And pai to get the wood 

‘nd Keep the big old furace 
Stoked up the way he should 
[Ana koop the water bucket filled 
rem he pump in he yard 


You had tity kids or mere each cay 
From grades one up fa eight. 

‘Ana prvieges abuso 

We'd say im noons orator school 
2nd sometimes stop’ was used 


(Our lunch it was a syrup pall 
(Our mothers packed each day 

With home-made bread in sandwiches 
Wed ty to tage away 

The entry had our lunch pal shaves, 

‘The slosk-rooms for bur hats 

And coats an boots ans school-age too 


Remember when you had a crush 
Held help you clean the blackbosrde 
‘Ana the brushes, and he’ sila? 
‘You's eat your lunch together 
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‘And sometimes tun-shaep-ru 





‘A.wooden stage would then be but 
‘Ana sheets stung up on wires, 
Lats Stood 80 they'd be higher 








‘The secret was wal guarded 
When Santa came each year 

\inere ne came from, where he went 
And where ware his rindesr? 

Ne always soemed familiar 

Uke someone they should know 

But now could that bo so? 











‘The Ebelings and Warehams 
They al went through your dors, 


‘who sacrificed 30 many ways 
Tocducate vs here! 





The Gull Lake Schoo! has long been gone, 
But loving memories hve on 

|We learned the golden rule 

‘At the good old Gull Lake Schoot! 





By Donna Moore Jaaue 
wha attended Gul Lake 
School Graces 1 to 8 





Outlet School District #599 






































scHooL 
Baumbach 


bags and puta 
arth A big quit kept you 
(Oceasionslly someone woule smelt 
smoke and 9 subsequent search would reveal 


ing wae to keep that Tact hidden fom your 
PR Enroute to schoo! you accumulated several 

system dictated whereyourodeor 
hung on. The grage 1 and 2novies alwayehad 


all (0g kids had larger pails usualy 


Golden Syrup! 
Syrop or chokeeherry jam ft was a 
‘Unde onefor whatever wasabi proforably 


‘education under ner. guisanc 
remembered for the unde 

30 souls ata time: Miss Soma Raab, Mrs. E 

George, Miss Nilerec Ki Bolton and 

Mire. Nichol 


Sweetman) 


the yoar Practice for the concert bagan on No 


‘stored in the barn 
the room and fl 


‘cangy, nuta,andane mandarin orange. Thiswas 
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«real treasure to those attending schoo! in the 

Thore was no water well riled at Qutet 
School unt the 30 and it was twa students 
daly asktotetcna pilot waterrom the Cast 
‘man farm ls mit away. Dried and impaceat 
Foads in wintor wore always a problem. The 
Worst were east west across. the prevalng 
Winds. There ware several years, however, tht 
the roads ware Kept cloarby the FW.D, vehicle 
Brecooding the cream sruck operated by Non 
Talbot Bros. These enterprising brothers oper. 
Sto a large store ane ereamery in lution ana 
would pick up and purchase te farm cream 
‘order, A special one page fiver was provided to 
advertise prices and specials, Tis entepre 

Frday shternoans at Outlet Scnool were 
spontin Raving mind-broadaning speling and 
‘ography matones. Sides were choven, Boing 
Picked amongst the fst few team selections 
twas good for the ogo. The nearer you were 
Dicked tothe loner graders tna iower was your 
T'a.in your peers rating 














OUTLET SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 509 


“Tho first schoo! inthe district was hel in a 
house on the Fred Stovans hamestard, niche 





tom owned by Don Casieman, In 1802 the 
Cute Shoot wes buitonthe SE. corner othe 
“ihe eorenter was W. (Bl) Hankin, a6- 
“he fist schoo! bosrd comprised Philo 
‘Stagger, George beaver and George Bently 
to Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Skeels, who made 2 
tovety home ot 


‘Some ofthe teachers were as follows: 


has Bowker uth Craig 
firs, Robertson Miss Raabe 
iss Black Mabie Jetty 
Ev Stambough Ann Estas 


Nise Moleaae 
Nise Summers 
Nis Barton 


Wr, uth Sweetman 
Ida Borgstrom 
Mie ann George 


irs Stele ‘Stewart Witton 
Miss Homick Mise V.Tabranam 
iss Me A Martin, 


{nis imereting to note nat before the mu 
Ucal Improvement Distact 21-A-S, and taxes 
wore $8.00 per quarter 








Oxford School District # 687 


Later Changed To 


Bentley School District 


Names of Pat'd owners on described land 



































Sth nonfat 








00, 1904 Orlo Urien, 1905-07 George Hopkins, 
[eons ders Leven tvo-Tade Mien eT 
4916-18 H.W. Birch, 1917 FW. Thorp, 1818-52 
Ed, Wyatt, 1919 Bort Crawford, 1920-21 J 
Hutton 1982-24 Thos, Lorimer, 1925-98 Perey 
Thor, 1938-38 RE. Chowen. 1937-38 Percy 
Witton, 1838 WR. Waolgar, 1088-40 W. Holmes, 
1896-10 Ray Hutton 

By the year 1820, there was need for anew 
schoolin he Oxtora Senoal Diet Thesehool 
trustees CF, Damon, E.). Watt and JR Hut 
{om instruct the secretary, Mr Heraert Thorp. 
townie o the Department of Education 9 a 
tain particulars for the bulging of anew four 
oom school. It was tnaly docied to Buld & 
bullaing was $10,000. The schoo! dstlct bor 
rewes'812,000 tobe paid back ver twenty years 
ta rate of 7% Mr. Ratwells bid to bul tne 
School was accepted, Te land was donated by 
Major MeProrson 

‘One ofthe ways of raising money was the 
introduetion ofa Poll Tax of 001m 1021, Com 
‘munity mindee people then, as now, roconnized 
the need for motivation in schools ana the ro 
Cognition or achievement. In 1928, Rev. JH 
Nightingale of the Methodist Church donated 
prize money or achievement in grades faven to 
ing became a problems, In 1928 the community 
During tsame yer plans weremagetobuilga 
fom C.F Oamron and Mr rank Heit bo ot 
1.64500 was accept 

‘The teaching of grade 12 forthe fst time 
tox place in 1940 By 1940 the ned fr alarger 
‘choo! became acute. The new school ha four 
Classrooms an the main flacr,eclance labora 
tory, typing room, shop ang domestic selene 
wore loeated in the basement, There wer two 
‘Sider rooms on the south sige and. n ation. 
thre were four rooms upstairs. Mr. Jack Rogers 
twas the Gentey representative ofthe Lacombe 
Sehoo! Dwsion, 

’N the time the Lacombe Schoo! Diision 
‘was being lormed, using became an important 
‘Segment of the community school Mr Elmar 
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CGakins started busing with one busin 1947 
“Two more buses were purchasod in 1848 and 
two more in 1848, More were added up to 1864 
Unt Mr Calkios had let of nina, ranging 
from 38 to 58 passenger The numbor of stu 
ents transported tothe Benley Sohoo! wat 
‘approximately four hundred by the year 1364, 
‘Some af the former school distcts hat 
changed to busing were Stephenson, Boyle, 
‘Sunset. Outlet Acpelund, GulLakeand Calking 

(On February 12,1972, fie completely dee- 
twoyed tho Bentley High School. A new schoo! 
‘was builtand was ready for use by Saptomber 
1973, with Mr Paiph Scart ae principal. 

‘an incomplete ist of the teachers in the 
cary daye follows: 1902» Mies Grace Wilson 
1803 - is. Mary Porterild. 1904 - Mise Ethel 
Ross; 1906-07 - Jorn Kelly; 1810-17 - Mise Ce 
Reed: 1912 - Mise Christine Gil 1819-14 - JW. 
Grant, 1915 -.J Arthur Davies 1096 - Mice 
Roscoe, H. McCrosto: 1817 = Miss M. Roscoe, 
Mis Frances Bishop, 1016 - Mr. M. Falkrence, 
Mis Notes, M. Falls, Mise Goss, 1919 «Mise 
{1 Grant 1921 - Miss S. Namen, Mss Hobos 
4022 Miss Irene Mile, Miss Sodsrmen, Miss 
Duncan, Miss Thamason:1925- Mis ils, Mis. 
Eli 1984 - Ms Thomas, Mra. Els; 1925 - Mr 
‘Thora, hrs El Harry MeKeon, Miss May 
Hunt: 1928-Harry MeKeen,O-A. Calais, Mise 
Mary Hunt, 1927"- Mise Matheson, Mise ary 
Hunt, 1928 - Miss Mekiligan, Mise Mary Hunt. 
43929: Dick Damron (9-11). Mise M Hunter 6-8). 
Miss Lundberg (1-4. 1990 ~ Miss MeLaggen 
‘Miss Lunaborg, Dick Danvon, Mrs. Pompey 
(Other names chosen at random Incas: Harey 
‘Wikio, Elsie Skoodopote, Doug MeLecd. Mrs 
Ken Sweetman, Emie Shackiaton, Mise Alger. 
Miss Cart, Margaret Mekinnon JW. Maeley. 
Keith Evans, LR. Meteat, Elma Davis, ucith 
Fee: € Ingram, Ace Fol, Edwin Reid. 









Stephenson School District #640 





























STEPHENSON SCHOO! 

Stephenson School District No. 640-North 
West Tertors, Theechoo!wasbuiltin 10809 
the Edward. Unig homestead, which is now 
‘ned by Erast Holmen, being the SW. 20-0 
‘Lis. The noo! was ult of lumber eth Tes 
Zelul as earponter He also ult the desks and 

Funder of the school wore Robert Ste- 
phanson, Sr, Char Uric John Shikey, an 
(George Stephenson 

Chien attoncing this school came from 
tee to four mites trough tals, and crossod 
{loaded areas, as there were na bridges. Planks 
‘were places across creeks thatran across ess 
tals Pupis travelled by horsehack oF horse 
lane buggy, and soveral walked 

‘The frst teacher was Mr. Davidson. Other 
teachors were Mise Fitson, Mrs. Nora Steele, 
‘lex Munro, Me Wallsce, tts Porterfea,Etrl 
McBeth, Eva Macintyre, Maud Beynon, Maud 
MeNab, Laura Henderson Mas Shept and Ber 
tha Hutton, 

Chiren attending school by August, 1905, 
were Mita Shirkey, Edna Hutchinson, Pm 
Hutchinson, May Stephenson, Bessie Garros, 
Gladys Stephenson, Pauline Skjonsberg, Jon 
Gustay Skjonsberg, Wille Blornson, and Anna 
‘Chvstansen. By the end of 1906 the number 
of ehildron had inereases to 25, 

In 1918 the schoo! was moved one mile 
steaigm westtotheN.E-comerottneS& 24-40- 
farmed by Harvey Hearstag Miss Lala Anderson 
was the ist teacher on record atthe new loca 
tion. Someof the teachers wha aught from then 
Unt 1828 were Gertrude Ronni, Miss Watson, 
Ws Hunt Miee Mile, Crrstine Haynes, Cale 
Morison, Elsa Maurer (for si years), Mrs. Jim 
Nerisan, ang Mr Amston, 

‘The only records on hand atthe present 
time date fram danvary 8.1928, showing the 
Chairman a8 Hans. P. Hansen, and Boara 
members as RD. Mckiligin, Serger Johan 
fesen, and Oscar Vig as Secretary Treasurer. 
‘The Scoretary-Treasurer rocsivee, $40.00 pe 
year. Firewood was contracted for thirty rk of 
‘re=n poplar to Emil Wester, at $1.25 porick (A 





























623 


curren axes i paid with 30 days of the mating 

‘On January 12. 1929, CF. Damon gave a 
tat the ural high school to be uit Bane 
toy 


(On Apa 9, 1929, Mary irene Jenkine was 
hee as teacher ata aalaryof $1,000.00 Tor the 
torm. Also in 1929 an organ was Dought far the 
School. The schoo! building ans contents were 
insured for $1000.00, 

(On July 11,1890, Muriel Craig waa hivad as 
teacher for $1600.00 per year. Also in 1030 @ 
decision was made by the board call fortend- 
fe to have the interlor of the schoo! bulding 
Piastereg and all woodwork, suchas windows. 
foots, casing, and blackboara repaired. Ali 
‘materials fo be aupplied by the contractor. The 
Sze ofthe schol was 24x 30 with 12 celing 
‘The contract was made with RD. MeKillgan for 
$190.00 fort ob 

‘On March 2,199. twas moved by Oscar 
vig that a requisition fr $1000.00 be forwarded 
tothe Secretary Treasurer ofthe MD. of Lore 
No. 400 or operating the school for 1891 





(On July 2, 1991, Muro! Craig was oforeda 
salaty 0 $900.09 to each another term, with a 
Speck! grant ishe taught rade 9 

In 1052 the. Secretary Treasurer's salary 
was Gut 19 $25.00. Also i was moved thatthe 
Fequiaton to the municipality be $800.0 in 
Steed of the previous $1000.00, 

Tn 1935 te school requsivon was $750.00 

Gn June 20, 1993, Miss Craig's resignation 
Fired at a salary of 8700.00 per year 
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On duly 20, 1994 JW. Grant was hired as 
On January 5, 1895, the distri bought 
materia for ateacherage, siz 12"» 24, t0 be 
Bul on the school grounds, a district proper. 

January 15,1995 the requisition tothe MD. 
‘of Larne was et at $800.00, 

‘oni 30, 1995, the Boat allowed the SE 
29-40-15 to be Wansterted to the Oxlors 
Schoo! District. 
acceptesfr ropa of the shoo foundstion 
erage. Tom Whitwortn's bid for aseting the 
School was also accepts 








‘uly 27. 1096. Mies Katherine Ferries was 
“July 15, 1998, Miss Betty Evernden was 


{uaileg to teach rade9, ndalsoveceived ent 
fn the teacnerage In return for anor work a 

No records were kept rom 1944 1947 In 
1947 the new officers elected wore Gerald Wi 








‘was elected Seoretary. The board discusseg 
pairof the school, school yar, teachorago, ane 
Echoo! fench The decision was to have Jack 
Fogers, who was Council atthe tm, 9 
Fob. 26, 1948, Mr. Jack Rogers then pro- 
posed the bus system io send the chien to 
Bontioy School. A bus sysiom was worked out 
fand would travel 23 miles. Approximately 40 
hirer, including 4 or aheady ttencing high 
School in Gentiey, woulbe piekes up. The dec 
"Roll. 1948, A special mating ofthe ate 
payers of ine Steprenson Schoo! District was 
hele at the school Wr Jack Rogers and Mr 
MeCullough, the superintendent. outlined the 
jantages and eisadvantages of ulding & 
few school as compared to changing to the bus 
hands i they were saistied with te route. The 
Note was 100% in lavoro the bus systom route 
2 delegation was sant to Lacombe on Aor th 
tid: bus system The delegation comprises 





























Fre row Ln 8 Obs Chrten, Apes 5 














Wiltrea Anderson, Gerald Wison, and Albin 
Pearson, 

Elmer Cakins bought the first schoo! bus 
angbeganbusing chien ftom the Stephenson 
Schoo! District t© Bentioy in the fall of 1038. 

The Lacombe Schoo! oarddisposedof the 
piano for $125.0, This was tumed over to the 
‘xlord School for recreation for ine Stephen 
on School children in grades 1 6 inclusive, 

February 16, 1950. At the Ratepayers An: 
cual Meeting ofthe cstrict it was cecussed and 
{att by the embers prosent that mention bo 
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son School Diatit on te bus serve, Algo that 
‘appreciation be quen Mr. Calkins as senoo bus 
operator, and it was tlt that no one could do 

Howard Bargasen bought the Stephenson 
‘senoa! bulling, and at the pagent time It 
siting on his arm 

‘Some of the teachers between 1898 and 
194 were Margaret Craig Sue Par, Mes Mar 
voy, Miss Forni, Mrs. Marion, Miss Colburn, 
land Mary Gamble, who was the as Teacher In 
{he Stephenson Schoo! previous to changing 
{he bus system op 











Sunset School District #2908 





















































Mackinnon trom Finland and I remember him 








moving to B.C 
driving was law. 
Brooke took over the secretary: 
rer positon whieh heel unt 

vias cloged, ae th chron werebeing bused 0 








John Solberg and Wiliam Bailie served a dit 
{erent times 
Shoal started for he firs time onthe fist 











The frst teacher, Mrs. Norah Steal, taugh 

I unl Christmas and she hae a groven 
fon, Pau, who atfended atthe same time. The 
ext teacher, JL. Robinson, bosrdod at the 
{lohn Holmen nome and taught for tee year. 
‘young oil from Nova Scoia, Ethel Frazer, 
Parmentier She was alonelygitandtne chi 
on didnt make tings ease for her The next 
Straightened us out | hink ne stayea for years 
land then there was Jessie Evelyn Gilbert Wom 
Cive. These woremy teachers uni quitschoo! 
in 1938-19, 























Te ast two years the school was open was 
under supervisors aa teachers wore not aval 
Bie for the country schools - the ond being 
foward centralization ang busing Two supe 
sore wore Mrs. Kerr and hrs. Sidney Brooke, 











Mabel Sotborg, vy Bailie 
{nd Paul tool, We had sates and sate pencils 
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‘rere hold atthe ight anole, and this must have 
Deen newe wracking ‘or te teachor. After 
aunile we woregiven pens wth removeablenibs 
and ink wells were nthe desk top, atthe upper 

Darn was bul n 1917 oF 1938, forthe 
choo! ponies. My Tater, Jahn Solberg hauls 
the lumber for this fram MePherson's ean 

The lanitor work was dona at first by the 
teachers endlaterthecildren could got the ob. 
Twas anitor for two years and my duties in 
making sure water was avaiable. The water na 
{tobe carried irom either Parmenties or Gora, 
school in 1928 oF 1926 and was drilled by Victor 














wity broom and sweeping compound ~ al tis 
hour vst taken up by geting water, 





‘every direction a3, at that time, there was no. 
bounce a long way down, Sometimes we took 








FAMILY HISTORIES 


‘Agventist Church 
Ames, Tirey 
Anderson, Andrew 
Anderson, Andrew John 
Anderson, Carl 
Anderson, Ear 
‘Anderson, Easton 
Anderson, Ellwood 
Anderson, Gordon 
‘Anderson, Jack 
‘Anderson, John Henry 
‘Anderson, Wilfred 
‘Anglican Church 
Atioma, Pieter 
Austin, O. 

Bailie, Willa 
Balog, John 
Baumbach, Jaco 
Bosirsto, A 
Beddoes, George 
Beddoes, Len 
Beechinor, Davia 
Bogert, Wiliam 
Boranek, Gordon 
Berg, Carl 
Bergesen, Einar 
‘Bergesen, Haakon 
Bergeson, Howard 
Berze, Joe 

igam Famiios 
Bigam, Andrew 
Bigam, Gordon 
Bigam, John 
Bigam, George 
Bigam, Jessie 
Bigam, Murray 
Biren Family 
Bjornson Family 
Blinaman Valley Co-op 
Bish, Eugene 
Bish, Jona G. 





Bobye, Peter 
Brooke, Sidney 

Brown, Charles H 
Brownlow, Harry 

Bruns, AW. 

Bucknell, Tromas. 
Bullock, Alfred 

Burger, Sam 

Buteher, George 
Cabelka, George 

Cairns Family 

Caldwell, Gavin 

Calaweil, Ralston 
Calkins Valley Threshing 
Calkins Family 

Calkins, Bevian 

Calkins, Charles 

Calkins, Eimer 

Calkins, Wiliam 

Carlson, Hans 

Caristrom, Wells & Esseling 
Cariye, Archie 

Carlyle, Rober 

Carat, Fred 

Garstt, Beatrice 

Carat, Arthur 

Carritt, Helen 

Carit, Daniel 

Cart, Donal 

Cart, Tom and Jos 
Carrit, John Charles 
Carri, Judson 
Cartuthers, Melville 
Castleman, Henry 
Catholic Church 
Challana, Merton 
CChowen, Edwin 
Chowen, RE 
Christian Centre 
Christiansen, Peter 
Cole, Mrs. Olava 
Cole, Luther 
Collins Brothers 
Coston, Wiliam 








98 
100 
102 
103 
104 
108 
105 
108 





Court, George 07 





Cox, Allan 108 
Cox, Wiliam Richard 108 
Cox, Wilson ne 
Craig, Jona R, na 
Graig, Harry Grant 415 
Graig. Harry Loren "7 
Graig, Grant 118 
Craig, Laurie 118 
Cumberland, Manley n9 
‘Cummings, George u9 
Curtis, Daizie 120 
Damant, Alfred 121 
Damron, Arthur € 121 
Damron, Clarence 122 
Damron, Jahn 24 
Damron, NT 125 
Damron, W.W. 126 
Dane, John 8 126 
Davey, Arthur 131 
Dawson Brothers 132 
Deak, Mike 182 
Dickau, Herman 134 
Dickau, Roy 134 
Dickie, Robert 25 
Dobos, Valentine 35 
Donaldson, W.H.K 136 
Drianan, James 96 
Duncan, Perey a7 
Dwyer, Frank 38 
Ebeling, John 139 
Ebeling. Louis “i 
Edwards Family 42 
Edwards Brothers 43 
Eid, Martin 143 
Eklund, Aldor 143 
Ellsworth, Ate 43 
Ellsworth, Clarence 44 
Ellaworth, Donald +45 
Elieworth, Ear! +45 
Ellsworth, Frederick us 
Ellsworth, Glen 48 
Ellsworth, Ed and Family 148 





John ur 





Erickson, 
Erickson, 
Erskine, Jack 
Erskine Families 
Evans, Molly 


John 


Evernden, Jesse 
Evernden, Wiliam 
Falis Family 
Fields, Arthur 
Fleming, Sernerd 
Forshee Hall 


4-H Beet Club 
Fraser, George 


Freeman, 
Freeman, 


dames Je 
‘dames Sr 
Ernest 
Samuel 


Garries, George 
Garries, Harry 
Garries. Raion 
Garries, Russet! 
Gelin, Car 
George, Annabelle 
George, Edmun 
Georgy, Joseph 
Get Together Club 


Gideon, Chester 
Gideon, Ray 
Gideon Family 
Gillies Family 
Gittens, Joe 
Gorsky, George 
Graham, George T. 
Greif, Lawrence 


Gull Lake Mutual Tel 


Gunderson, George 


Gyor, Louis. Se 
Gyor, Joseph 


Harstad 


Aired 





4a 
150 
151 
151 
152 
186 
187 
187 
158 
158 
159 
160 
160 
163 
164 
165 
168 
168 
17a 
ve 
178 
179 
179 
182 
183 
183 
185 
186 
188 
108 
108 
189 
129 
191 
191 
104 
195 





Haarstad, Car! 
Haarstad, Edward 
Haarstad, Gemard 
Haarstad, Gustav 
Haarstad, Merlyn 
Hahn Family 
Hancik, Jos 
Hankins, Eo 
Hankins, Wm, Se 
Hansen, Albert 
Hansen. Hane 
Hansen, Hans Pete 
Hawkings, FE 
Havkings, John €. 
Heenan, William 
Heistad, Joseph 
Henry, WA, 
Hergott, Clarence 
Hilstag, John & Cael 
Holmen, Andrew 
Holmen, Jonn 
Holmen, Andrew Sr 
Holmen, Morris 
Holmes Family 
Hopkins, George 
Hospital 
Hueppelshouser. Otto 
Hunter, Fred 
Hunter, Gordon 
Hunter, Thomas 
Hutchison, Robert 
Hatton, J. 

Ingram, John 
Ingram, witiam 
Jattray, Arthur 
Jaffray, James 
dattray, Wiliam S? 
James, ASB 
‘aster, Ben 
vensen-Moore-Mulbach 
Johannessen, Berger 





108 
198 
199 
201 
201 
202 
203 
208 
208 





206 





27 
217 
219 
29 
222 
203 
224 
225 
228 
228 
200 
2 
21 
234 
237 
238 
240 
241 
241 
paz 
244 
248 
245 
249 
209 
250 
251 
252 
252 


252 





Johangon, Victor 
‘Johnson, Gus 
‘iohnson, Lyle 
‘Johnson, Martin 
‘Johnson, Olger 
‘Jubilee Band 
‘Juuti, Carl 
Kannelin, Jonannes 
Kelso Families 
Kennedy, William 
Kerr, Mes. Cecile 
Kerr, Kenneth 
king Family 
kitchen Bang 
Kneiper Story 
Knight, Peter 
Knooptl, Henry 
Koski Family 
rains, Albert 
Lampitt, Arthur 
Lapienis, Wiliam 
Larson, Edward 
Larsen, Jon 
Lareen, Luawig 
Larsen, Nels 
Larson, John 
Layton, Ounean 
Leiske, George 
Leiske, Hularion 
Leiske, Jacob 
Leiske, Sam Sr. 
Leiske, Wiliam 
Leiteh, David 
Lene, Fred 
Lindsay, David 
Liner, Johe 
Liner Olof 
Lockhart, James 
Locknart ULFA 
Lofgren, Edward 
Lorimer, Thomas 
Lubeck, Oscar 
Lutheran Churen 
Malcolm, Wiliam 








253 
255 
27 
287 
288 
259 
260 
283 
24 
265 
265 
26 
266 
268 
260 
270 
270 
270 
an 
273 
273 
ora 
2a 
278 





225 
286 
287 
28 
209 
290 
201 

202 
293 
295 





Marriott, Fred 
Martin, lan 

Mathews, Mrs. Grace 
Mead, Meldon 
Meredith, Jonn 
Matro Families 

Miles, Clem 

Miles, Frank 

Milos, Ray 

Millar, John F. 

Mix, HOW, 
Montgomery, Joe 
Moore, Charlie G 
Moore, Esco 

Moore, Max 
Morison, James 
Morsch Family 

Mott, Charles 
MeCullough, Lione! 
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ODE TO THE PIONEERS 
Our thanks to all those pioneers 
Who came to live here in early years. 
You came from many a foreign strand 
To start new life in this fertile land. 
You brought your tools and trusty axe, 
And lots of courage and strong backs 
You cleared the land and planted seeds 
‘And other things to meet your needs 
You built your home, both warm and strong 
A shelter from storms and winters long, 
Communites were formed with church and 
schoo! 
Which were built by you, with your meagre 
tools. 
We owe you much and we want to pay 
With this recorded history, here to stay. 
We gathered stories from all around, 
‘And know you'd be happy with what we found. 
Stories of sadness when friends were needed, 
(Of happy times after crops were seeded. 
‘These books will ever be on display, 
Dedicated to you in every way. 

‘Submitted by Rea C. Peterson 











DEDICATION 


We wish to dedicate this book to all the early 
pioneers and to Mrs. Louise Holmen especial- 
ly, as being truly representative of them, 
Without Mrs. Holmen’s excellent memory of 
early times and dates, many of these stories 
could not have been written. 

We lovingly dedicate our efforts to her and to 
all pioneers, for their wonderful contribution 
to the settlement of the Blindman Valley, and 
adjoining distric 





Bentley Historical Societ 





PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING 


© Thou, in Whose hand are the hearts of Thy creatures, help us who read 
this book, to know that we cannot do anything that is good without Thee; 
fill us with the simplicity of a Divine awareness of our need to give thanks to 
Thee for the indomitable courage, perseverance and strength granted to 


those whose lives, often filled with struggle against frightening opposition, 





are revealed in its pages. 


Thou didst give to the pioneers, steadfast hearts, which no tribulation could 
wear out, enabling them to bend but not to break in their endeavours to tear 
the means of living from the wilderness and to create a mode of life worthy 
of Thy highest creation; for this and Thy great love to all mankind we dedi- 
te to Thee and all the men and women who founded the communities 





spoken of in its pages, this volume. 


Grant to us, O Heavenly Father, the awareness that itis not the beginning of 
their endeavours, but the continuing of the same in our day, which showeth 





True Thankfulness. 
This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen. 


Rev. A. T. Sharp 
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ENVIRONMENT soag7-2001 


222 Lesiitve Builing 
Otte of Edmonton, Alberta, Canad 
‘the Miniter ‘yok aoe 


November 4, 1981 


"The collection of the early history of the area by so many 
volunteers is to be commended. What an interesting and fascinating 
recording of those early pioneers. The stories share with the reader 
the Joys, the sadness, the sometimes extreme hardships that were 
involved in opening up the West. thy did they come and from where? 
They came from a11 over the world to find a better life for themselves 
and their children. Therefore, recording of these stories is 
important for our children and for future generations. It will give 
them an opportunity to reflect on the responsibilities they mist bear 
in not only maintaining the traditions of the early settlers, but in 
understanding the great sacrifices made by their forefathers in order 
that their lives might be richer and more productive. " 


Good luck on your project! 
Yours sincerely, 


ake 


ohn W. (Jack) Cookson 

Minister of the Environment 
Member of the Legislative Assembly 
Lacombe Constituency 
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PERSPECTIVE 


A book of this kind is an attempt to paint 
a picture of the past for those of the future to 
read, so that they can understand what life 
was like In pioneer days. Because we have ex- 
perienced such a technological revolution it's 
hard for the people who have grown up since 
the advent of automobiles, radio, T-V., indoor 
plumbing, gas heating and paved roads, to 
really picture the way of life of the pioneers. 

What a collection of gamblers they were. 
They gambled everything they owned and 
their lives too, for a chance to make a better li- 
fe. It was not so bad for a single man to take a 
chance, but most of the settlers brought tamil 
ies. Picture loading wife, kids, and everything 
you owned on a wagon, and starting out in a 
{general direction, in the hope of finding en- 
‘ough food and shelter to keep you and yours 
alive. That people survived as well as they did, 
was owing to the fact that they were all hun- 
ters and lived off the land. Many of the pio- 
neers tell of the children knocking partridge 
out of the trees with a stick, and fishing with a 
pitchfork when the fish came in to spawn, 

How incredibly tough the people were. 
Everything took hard physical effort. It was 
either walk, or ride a horse, and there were fow 
good horses. Riding a cayuse was no occupa- 
tion for a softie. And the women! When the 
husband left to get supplies, or as was often 
the case, to try to earn a little money to buy 
tea, sugar, and flour, she had to chop wood. 
carry water and ashes, look after what stock 
they had, as well as minding the children 
Washing was on a board, and there were no 
disposable diapers in those days. The feats of 
endurance that those people accomplished 
would test the best trained athletes now, but 
they were routine then, because of their way 
of life 

Then try to picture what it was like for 
some of the Europeans, who didn't know the 
language, who landed here with the clothing 
on their backs their only possession, to man- 
age to survive. But they were tough. Most had 
grown up doing hard physical work, and those 
women could fork more hay, or stook more 
‘bundles, than most men. 

Very few of the pioneers had much formal 
education, but their intelligence found ways to 
cope. One group that wanted to settle 4 miles 
beyond the survey line went to the last survey 
peg, marked out a triangle to give them their 


direction, counted the turns of the buggy 
wheel to give distance, then put in their own 
stake which was only 30 feet out when the sur- 
vey came through. And the wagon repairs 
were amazing when often the people had little 
more than an axe, the trees beside the road, 
and a fire to work with, It was easy for them 
They shaped a piece of wood with the axe, 
burned holes with a rod heated in the fire, fas~ 
tened the wood in by riveting what metal there 
was, and they were on their way. Many of 
those repairs lasted longer than the rest of the 
wagon. Few of the people had had schooling 
to fit them for their tasks but one of the best 
builders and fix-it men I knew, told me, "No- 
body taught me, | just watched someone else 
do it” 

Now with phones, radio, T.V., etc. it's 
hard to picture how lonely life was on a ho- 
mestead. But there was the advantage that vi- 
sitors were really welcome. The people were 
so hungry for news, or just any human con 
tact, that anyone was welcome, The unwritten 
law, that you didn't ask a person about their 
past, made it possible for some who had had 
to leave their old homes ahead of a lawman, to 
get a fresh start, and many did, to become 
strict moralists as they grew older. Because 
there were so many strangers, people were 
judged on a man to man basis, not on a repu- 
tation that had been built on gossip. While 
there were a few misdemeanors, itis really re- 
markable how little crime there was. Every 
door was unlocked, and if the owner was ab- 
sent, kindling and wood were left because it 
might save some travellers life. 

Because people lived alone so much and 
couldn't turn @ switch to see professional en- 
tertainers, they really appreciated story tellers, 
singers, or anyone who could play an instru- 
ment. Barn dances, sports days and picnics 
brought a pleasure to peoples’ lives that really 
has no duplicate in our modern life. 

Church attendance was a must to most of 
the pioneers. Churches were built as soon as 
schools and if there were not enough of one 
religion to build a church, student ministers 
travelled about holding worship in schools or 
homes. One neighbor who had been con- 
verted at a camp meeting went so far as to 
send the C.P.R. money to pay for the rides that 
he had stolen on freight trains. 

By Allen Moore 





“THE VILLAGE OF BENTLEY” 


THE MODEL VILLAGE OF THE WEST 


Located in Township 40 - Range 1- West of the Sth Meridian 


By Claud Summers 

{As you travel west from Lacombe, Alberta, 
some 12 miles on Highway 12, skirting the south 
shore of beautiful Gull Lake, you break over the 
‘rest of the height of land just west of the lake, 
into the Gateway of the famous Blind man Val- 
ley. There, before you, lies the Village of Ben- 
tley. In the distance you see the Sunset Hills, 
known to the Indians as the Medicine Hills. Ona 
clear day, some 80 miles further west, loom the 
snowcapped peaks of the Rocky Mountains. It 
is reported that this is where Anthony Henday, 
the Canadian exporer, first saw the Rockies in 
the 18th century. 

This account concerns the early years of 
the village itself; its pioneers, churches, schools, 
stores, hotels, and other business places and 
organizations; together with main events, such 
as fires, which helped shape its destiny. Histo- 
ries of early citizens, in detail, are listed later in 
this book. 

In 1899, Major Wm. 8. McPherson, a veteran 
of the American Civil War, and his sons, filed on 
land in Township 40, on the present site of the 
Village of Bentley. The conjunction of four of 
their quarter sections is now the cross roads of 
the Village, at 50th Avenue and 50th Street. 50th 
Avenue was first known as McPherson Avenue 
and is a continuation of Highway 12 as it passes 
through the Village. 

Major MePherson built the first store just 
back of the present Bentley Mercantile and op- 
erated it in conjunction with the Lacombe Co- 
Operative Company. In 1901 he petitioned the 
Federal Government for a Post Office. However, 
a group of settlers, who were operating a saw- 
mill north of Bentley, near the Outlet of Gul 
Lake, thought that the Post Office should be 
located there. Major McPherson's site was, now- 
ever, picked as the site of the Post Office, and 
the name Springdale was suggested, It was 
found that this name was already taken so they 
had to find another. twas finally decided to call 


the place “Bentley”, from the name of one of the 
sawmill operators at the Outlet. The first Post 
master was O. E. Putnam and the Post Office 
was located in the McPherson store, with a mail 
delivery from Lacombe once a week. Major 
McPherson was the second Postmaster and the 
first Justice of the Peace. In 1903 the Major sold 
the store to A. |. Cook. He, in turn, sold out to 
Putland and Thorp a year later. These two gen- 
tlemen were Archie Putland and Frank Thorp, 
more familiarly known as "Cappy Thorp’ 

Sappy" earned his sobriquet from piloting the 
steamboat that plied Gull Lake from the lumber 
mills at the North end of the lake to Brown- 
low's Landing at the South end, on the occa- 
sion of the picnic excursions in the Summerti 
me. “Cappy” was the first Mayor of Bentley 
when it was incorporated into a village in 1908, 
The Putland and Thorp store burned down in 
1919 and was replaced by the present building 
known as the Bentley Mercantile. It first 
operated as a Co-operative under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Bolton, He was followed by Mr. 
Litt. Chas MacDougall was the last Co-op Ma- 
nager before the business was sold to Wm. A 
Holmes in 1933. Itis still in the Holmes Family 
and is presently operated by one of Bill's sons, 
Leslie 

Major McPherson built a cheese factory at 
the north end of the village. Prior to this, one 
of his sons, James, builta cheese factory west of 
Bentley, across the Blindman River, on the site 
of the present Pico farm. The Major then built a 
creamery in conjunction with his cheese fac- 
tory, located approximately where the Valley 
view Apartment Block now sits. The creamery 
was sold to J. F, Miller, who in turn sold out to 
Kerr and Rae. Later W. A. Brodie bought the 
business. In 1923 Percy Wilton started there as 
buttermaker. This creamery burned down in 
1930 while under the ownership of Central Crea- 
meries of Calgary. A year or so later a new 
creamery was built west of the present Bentley 
Hotel. Percy Wilton continued on as butter: 














‘maker until 1934. He was followed by Clarence 
Trimble, who in turn was followed by Norman 
Pallesen and Wes Jackson. About this time the 
creamery business was bought out by the Cen- 
tral Alberta Dairy Pool and was managed by 
Harold Hansen, Les McMillen and Ewald- 
Scheller. (Not necessarily in that order.) The 
Poo! built a new plantsouth of this building and 
finally dismantled the old structure. Ewald 
Scheller continued on as buttermaker until the 
Pool decided to centralize its operation in Red 
Deer in the 1960's, and closed out the Bentley 
plant. 

About 1899 Guy Holmes built the first log 
house in Bentley. Church Services were held 
here untit in 1901 the first Methodist Church was 
built of logs by the church members, on the 
‘same lot that the present church occupies, The 
first minister was Rev. W. Wyman. He was fol- 
lowed by Rev. C. J. Tate and Rev. Mr, Cooper. In 
1911 a brick church was built in front of the log 
building, which was then usedasaclub room. In 
1965 these two old buildings were removed and 
the present fine Church was built and dedicated, 
by this time as the Bentley United Church 

An Anglican Church functioned for a time. 
twas a small building located between 49th and 
50th Avenues, on 47th Street, facing West. It 
was removed in the 1930's. 

Our Lady of the Perpetual Help, the Roman 
Catholic Church, was built in 1946, under the 
guidance of Father Pat Rooney. 

In 190 Mr. Lennox Smith, followed by Miss 
Maisie Coulter, (who later became Mrs. Arden 
Lewis), held services for the summer months in 
the Williams and Wiese block. This was the 
beginning of the Bentley Pentecostal Church 
Services were held in the hall and other places 
Until a church was built and dedicated in 1935, 
This church was located on the site of the first 
tog school in Bentley. Services were held here 
until 1977, when the present modern church and 
school complex was built west of the Commun: 
ity Hall, under the leadership of Rev, Arden Li 
wis and later by his son, Rev. Wm, Lewis. 

The first public school opened in April 
1902, with 12 pupils, in the log building that was 
eventually used as an ice house. The district 
was established as Oxford School District No. 
687. Harry Brownlow, of Brownlow’s Landing, 
suggested the name from his old home in Eng- 
land. The first schoo! board comprised Major 
McPherson, Al Shannon, and James Murray. 
The first teacher was Miss Grace Wilson, fol- 








lowed by Miss Ethel Moke, The next school was 
built on a parcel of land, donated by Major 
McPherson, which is now the site of the Munici- 
pal Complex. In 1912, Alfred Damant taught 
night schoo! to young adultsin the old log Meth- 
dist Church club room, In 1915 this log build- 
ing was used for high school. In 1920 a two 
roomed brick school was built on the McPher- 
son site and the first school moved down the 
street to become a mercantile building. The 
brick school, together with a cottage school one 
block north, served the Oxford School District 
Until the present high school and elementary 
school was built after the 1940's, to serve the 
district pupils of the larger school division, 
which included the Oxford School District 
Some 500 pupils are bused in daily to pursue 
their education trom grades 1 to 12 


Prior to 1907, Bentley's medical services 
were served by a registered nurse in 1903, fol- 
lowed by several local ladies who were practical 
nurses. In 1907, Dr. W. G. Evans opened his 
Practice and a drug store in the building which 
was to become John Blish’s Store later on. He 
was followed by a Dr. Baker and a Dr. Lofbaum. 
‘Then Dr, McLean started apractice and built the 
house where the Beisel family now live, Dr. Wm. 
‘A. Henry arrived in 1924, He was a pilot in the 
First World War. After the war he finished his 
medical training and Bentley was his first prac- 
tice. He opened a hospital which is now used as 
@ residence on the south side of 60th Avenue. 
Nurse Curtis assisted him, The present Bentley 
General Hospital was built in 1932 and added to 
in 1950, thus doubling its size. Dr. Henry was 
with the medical arm of the forcesin the Second 
World War. Dr. Dobson replaced him in 1942; 
Dr. Tyermanin 1943, Dr. Perraultin 1844; Drs, H 
A. and Volet Myers in 1947; Dr. Weaver and Dr, 
Skene in 1948; Drs. Ardouin, Kay and McKen- 
Grick were next followed by Dr. H. Hoffman, our 
present physician. In 1942, Dr. Pederson started 
to practice as a chiropractor in Bentley, later 
moving to Lacombe where he retired. 


Around the tum of the century Bentley 
served conveniently as an overnight stopping 
place for farmers and freighters travelling be- 
‘tween Rimbey and Lacombe. Roads were mere 
trails and in summer usually very wet and 
muddy. Winter travel was best as then they 
could use teams and sleighs and make good 
time with heavier loads. Naturally some of the 
first buildings were hotels and livery barns. B.E. 


(Bert) Williams built the Arcade Hotel, with a 
feed and livery business in 1902. It was on the 
south side of McPherson Avenue and was des- 
troyed in the 1916 fire. Bert Williams then went 
into partnership with William Wiese, and built 
the two storey brick building in 1920, which was 
used as a hotel and restaurant. Ithadalarge hall 
on one side which was widely used for meetings, 
dances, chautauquas, movies and other com- 
munity activities before the Community Hall 
was built in 1947. In 1906 J. B. Taylor built the 
Alexandra Hotel on the north side of the 
avenue. It also had a feed and livery stable in 
connection. it was later operated by George 
Hopkins. It burned in 1920 but was never rebuilt. 
The present Bentley Hotel was built in 1999 by 
Joe Morrisroe. It has seen many changes of 
ownership and is still very much in operation, 
with a cafe and lounge. 

To lend some semblance of continuity to 
this rather rambling narrative, perhaps we 
should start at the top of the business section, 
‘on the north side of 50th Avenue, 

First we have the oldest commercial build- 
ing in Bentley, where Dr. Evans started his drug 
store in 1907. John Blish arrived in the village in 
3901. He went into partnership with St. Joho 
O'Neill, and bought outa store on the south side 
of the avenue. Alter this store was destroyed in 
the 1916 fire, they moved across té the Dr. Evans 
building and opened a general store there. St 
John O'Neill left the firm to. go farming and John 
Blish continued to operate the store until he 
retired and moved to B.C. in 1947. H.H. Roberts 
of Ponoka acquired the building and the store 
was operated by L. W. Collins. He was followed 
by Carl Berg who died while the store was in 
operation. The building has since been con- 
verted to other uses. 

‘The next building west, housed the Post 
Office. It was owned by Mr. and Mrs.George 
Hopkins, at that time the Postmaster and Post- 
mistress. Their son, Harold C. Hopkins suc- 
ceeded them, then left to become Municipal 
Secretary-Treasurer. Edgar M. Dyson was Post- 
master in 1930, followed by Jim Drinnan. He 
was succeeded by Wilfred and Bea Thorp, upon 
Wilfred's return from the war. They were in 
office when the new Post Office was builtin the 
1950's. Mrs, Agnes Palmer then bought the old 
building and started her beauty salon there, 
which she still operates, 

Hugh Gunn's confectionery store was next. 


vil 


Mrs, Nygaard ran a coffee shop here in 1926. in 
1935 Brown & Witherell bought this property 
and built their new store here. The Hugh Gunn 
building was moved out to Walter Stephenson's 
farm, two miles west, and later moved back to 
the village to form part of a new home that was. 
being built. The Witherells bought out Mr. 
Brown's interest in time, and the new firm was. 
registered as Witherell’s Stores Ltd. Stan With- 
‘erell, their oldest son, and his wife, Lorene, now 
manage the store, which has been up dated and 
remodelled to accommodate a modem self 
serve grocery store 

In 1939, A, Grant Sanders, the druggist, 
bought Ogle R. Johnson's tinsmith shop and 
living quarters, which was the next place west. 
Grant built the present drug store building, with 
living quarters at the rear, naming it the Bentley 
Drug Store. In 1963, Grant transferred owner- 
ship to Miss Selma E. Jepson, who later married 
Doyle Clinton. "Mickey", as she was popularly 
known, died while still operating the store. 
Doyle carried on and later married Mrs. Ethel 
Martin. Upon their retirement they sold out to 
Fred and Joan Stefanyk. After Fred’s death the 
store was taken over by Ken Argue, who now 
operates it as an |.D.A. store. 

‘The next place west was the old school 
building which had been moved here when the 
brick school was built in 1920, It was occupied 
by the barber Guy Palmer, who livedat the back. 
Later the C. H. Oborne family operated a se- 
cond hand store here. Then Bob Krill ran a 
barbershop and poolroom here in 1936. He was 
followed by Gordon Affleck in the same busi- 
ness. The building was demolished when Gor- 
don Beranek built his plumbing shop here, later 
selling out to Howard Burton, a plumber and 
gasfitter. Laverne and Barbara Anderson ac- 
quired the place and now operate a Sears 
agency and second hand store there, 

Miss Bertha Adamson operated a tea room 
in the next building in 1937, She later married 
Alpert Thorp. Albert’s Mother, Mrs. Lulu Thorp, 
operated a ladies dress shop here after she re- 
tired from the butcher shop and bakery. In the 
1950's Tom Pye, the barber,moved his shop here 
and added living quarters to the back and in the 
basement. Martin Schneider, our present 
barber, now carries on his business here. 

The next bullding was the J. H. Watson 
General Store. This was the original site of the 
Alexandra Hotel, which was burned in 1920. A 














Mr. Farries followed Mr. Watson. He was bough 
out by Mr. Brown (Grandpa) who formed a part- 
nership with Mr. M.S. Witherell, Mr. Witherell 
and his wife- Mildred, and his family, moved to 
Bentley in 1929 and managed the store under 
the name of Brown & Witherell. They moved into 
the present “Lucky Dollar” store in 1935. Then 
A. G. Brown, a real estate and insurance man, 
with his wife and two daughters, lived here for a 
few years. Then Albert B. Wiancko bought the 
place, intending to use it for a movie theatre. 

However his plans did not materialize, so he 
wrecked the building, salvaged the material, and 
built several houses in the village. Albert was a 
plastering contractor by trade. He sold the lot to 
Wm. and Ethel Jaffray, who built the present 
building known as the Blindman Cafe, which 
they operated until moving to B.C 

Next we come to the corner lot, now occu- 
pled by the new Bank of Montreal building. It 
was the site of the Alexandra Hotel livery barn, 
After the hotel burned, the owners moved the 
livery barn across and up the avenue. Then 
Morrison & Johnson, Lacombe hardware mer- 
chants, bullt a hardware store here. It was first 
menaged by Wilfred Henderson, a nephew of 
Mr. Morrison Later, after Wilfred’s death, the 
management was taken over by his brother, 
Herb Henderson, who stayed until they decided 
to close the business. The building lay idle for 
several years until Lon Gheseger acquired it and 
operated an automotive repair shop there until 
he died. The bank acquired the property from 
the estate and built the new bank building in the 
late 1970's 

West, across SOth Street, is the “Big M 
Store", which replaced the old Putland and 
Thorp Store after it burned in 1919. We ex- 
plained its history in our opening page. 

‘The Federal Post Office, next in line, was 
builtin the 1950's, while Wilfred and Bea Thorp 
were still in office. They were followed, upon 
their retirement, by Ruth Bishop, and then by 
our present Postmaster, Ron Hanrahan, 

Garries Hardware was founded by George 
Garries after the turn of the centruy. He started 
as a blacksmith and machinist, then became 
agent for International Harvester Machinery. He 
was assisted by his son, Paul in the repair shop. 
His building burned down in 1921, and a new 
larger building was constructed on the present 
site, They expanded to hardware and also took 
‘over the agency for Imperial Oil, His son, Paul, 

















and his nephew, Russell, succeeded to the busi- 
ness after George died. They were also assisted 
by Russell's brother, Ralph. In the course of 
time, Russel’s sons, Gordon and Don, took 
over. The building was extensively remodelled 
and added to. A coin laundry was established at 
the rear and more storeand office space built on 
the side. Two apartments were added upstairs. 
Office space is now leased by the Credit Union, 
Don is retired and Gordon manages the busi 
ness, which now operates under the name of 
Home Hardware. His son, Richard is also a 
member of the firm, and they are assisted by 
Gordon's wife, Olive, and Richard's wite, 
Leanne. The ILH.C. and Imperial Oil Agency 
were discontinued many years ago, and the bus- 
iness is mainly hardware. 

The Atlas Lumber Company came to Ben- 
tley after the railway reached here. They bought 
out the Smith Lumber Co. Robert Stewart, 
(Bob), was manager from 1919 to 1930, before 
being transferred to the Innisfail branch. Claud 
‘Summers succeeded him in 1931 and stayed 
until his retirement in 1968, The company name 
has been changed to Revelstoke Companies Li- 
mited. There have been many changes and im- 
provements in the yard, The agent's house, 
which used to sit next door to the Garries Hard- 
ware, was moved uptown, and a new modern 
store and lumber shed built there. 

Gas & Oil Products Ltd, had a bulk oil sta- 
tion west of the lumber yard, Gulf Oil took over 
in 1952 and Angus McKenzie manages the ser- 
vice station which is now located there, 

Eugene Blish built an automotive repair 
garage, west of the Gulf Station, which has 
now been replaced by a modem building, 
housing oil field servicing equipment, and 
operated by Frank Fraser and Sons, 

Crossing the avenue and continuing east, 
the next building is the Bentley Hotel, which we 
have already described 

Now we come to two vacant lots, which at 
‘one time were the site of a blacksmith shop and 
a tire repair shop. Several blacksmiths and 
machinists plied their trade here, some of whom 
we remember are Alex Wilson, H. Janzen, Bax- 
ter & Stevens, Bob Elder. The first Bentley 
blacksmith was Chas Woolgar, who later moved 
to Alix. Herb Birch worked at the trade in 1903, 
and another blacksmith was Carl Bjornson, also 
his sons, Emil and Sigfred and still another was 
Ed Stinson. Then north of the Big M, Store, 
Charlie Brown had a blacksmith shop. He sold 








out to John Van Leest, John Talsma and Sons 
succeeded him and erected a new building 
where they specialize in welding. And, oh yes, 
the tire vulcanizing shop was operated by Alex 
Munro, a former school teacher. It was in this 
building that Percy Wilton ran @ cream buying 
station after the 1930 creamery fire, before the 
new one was built 

The brick building next was originally 
known as the Williams & Wiese building and was 
used as @ hotel, with a restaurant downstairs. It 
was builtin 1920. it had a large hall on the west 
side which was used largely for community ac- 
tivities, One well remembered Chinese restau 
rant proprietor was Dong Wong, who in the 
1930's served many a meal to transients for 25¢ 

In 1944, a baker named Gilroy had a bake 
shop in the west side. In 1946 Red Garries and 
Dick Moore started the Valley Electric here, as 
partners. Dick retired from the firm and went 
farming. The business is now carried on by Red 
and his wife, Doris, and their son, Bob. Louis 
Wine and Sons, Marvin and Carl, bought the 
brick building and did some extensive repairing 
and remodelling, They operate a welding and 
machine shop in the rear. The store next to the 
Valley Eletric is now a Plumbing Shop. Upstairs 
was remodelled into two suites. 

The first barber in Bentley was J. Bullock, a 
Civil War veteran. Fred Chapman, and then @ 
Mr. Kraft were next, Erven Palmer, a brother of 
Guy Palmer, had asmall barber shop east of the 
Williams and Wiese block. He was followed by 
‘Tom Pye, who moved into the present shop on 
the other side of the avenue. This building was 
later demolished to make room for the service 
station 

Records show that the first telephone sys 
tem was installed in 1908 and the exchange was 
in George Garries' house. Then the exchange 
was moved into thenext building east of the old 
barber shop. Mrs. Dee Finch, {a widow who later 
married Wm, Begert), was the chief operator, 
assisted by her daughter, Mrs. Mearl McKiligan, 
and granddaughter, Esther MeKilligan. With the 
introduction of automatic phones, the exchange 
was located further east, next 10 the Woolgar 
building. 

In 1935, Ray Trenholme, built a B.A. Service 
station on the corner of Mrs, Finch’s lot, with a 
tea room in connection. He and Mrs. Finch ran 
this business as partners. After Trenholme left, 
the premises were occupied by a ladies wear 
shop. The first proprietress was Miss Jenny 


Holmen, who later became Mrs, Buck Ingram. 
Then Miss Rose McNaught took over the busi- 
ness. She later married Walter Kirsch. In 1954 
both lots east of the Williamsand Wiese building 
were bought by Carl Harstad, and the existing 
buildings were removed to make way for a ser- 
Vice station selling White Rose products. After 
Car left the business, Chester Miller operated it 
{8 a Shell Service Station 


Across the street, heading East, we now 
come to the Bentley Garage, which was origi- 
rally built by Frank, (Cappy), Thorp and his 
brother Percy, after the 1916 fire destroyed their 
first garage. They had the North Star Oil agency 
and also sold Overland and Willys-Knight cars. 
Electricity was first generated here to service 
residents of Bentley. They used two large 12 
cylinder stationary engines to generate 110 volt 
D.C. power. Later these were replaced by a 
large diesel unit. Power was turned on at dusk 
and cut off at 11:00 p.m. ifyouwanted tostay up 
later, it was back to the old oil lamps! On Mon- 
days power was turned on in the daytime to 
accommodate the ladies and operate their 
washing machines and irons, Calgary Power 
came to Bentley in 1935, and supplied A.C. 
power on a continuous basis, thus supplanting 
the Thorp Bros., plant. Cappy eventually re- 
tired to his farm and Percy went to the Coast. 
Wilfred Thorp and Eugene Blish succeeded 
them, followed by Wm. (Bill) Peterson. Then 
lan Martin took over, followed by Elmer Cal- 
kins and his partner, Lawrence Greif. Elmer 
sold his share to Lawrence in 1952. A Mr. 
Coatta followed Lawrence Grief, and the gar- 
age was finally operated by Walter Schnelle. 
After Walter left, the building has been put to 
other uses. 

Next door to the Bentley Garage, Bill Peter- 
‘son built a hardware store, with a large shop at 
the rear to service Massey Harris machinery, for 
which he was agent, Eugene Blish was his ser- 
vice man. Bill sold to the Sevignys, father and 
son, who later sold to Otto Sartorius, who ran a 
bakery here. Otto remodelled the rear for useas 
living quarters. 

We have mentioned the disastrous fire of 
1916 several times. It wiped out all the old build- 
ings in this block, on the south side. Among 
those destroyed were the first Thorp Bros. gar- 
age, the Arcade Hote! and livery barn, the Blish 
and O'Neill store, and the Damron and Thorp 
butcher shop. After the fire it was decided toset 














back the property line another 19 feet. The 
north side of the Avenue apparently was origi- 
nally set back 33 feet from the road allowance. 

This made for a width of 118 feet through the two 
block business section. In 190 a centre boule- 
vard, or divider, was built through the business 
section, and street lights were installed on it. 

Originally so designed for fire protection, it has 
provided room for angle parking along the side~ 
‘walks of both sides, and two lanes of trafficeach 
way. This wide main street has long been the 
pride of Bentley 

The next building is the butcher shop, 
which was rebuilt after the 1916 fire. Clarence 
Damron had his office adjoining it. C.F. Dam 
ron, the auctioneer, sold his first sale in 1909, 
and become one of Alberta's foremost auctio- 
neers, His motto was "Knows value! Getsit”. He 
Cried most of the sales in the Bentley district for 
many years and was also active at the horse 
sales and bull sales in Lacombe and Calgary. 
Clarence was also chairman of the Oxford 
School District, retiring only when it became: 
part of the large schoo! division, 

In 1905, Clarence, with his brother, Jack 
opened the butcher shop. Clarence used ateam 
and buckboard to deliver meat all over the coun- 
tty tofarmersand others. In the summertime he 
also delivered to the lake cottagers at Brown- 
lows Landing and Aspen Beach, on Gull Lake. 
Later, Bert Thorp, and his wife, Lulu, joined the 
business. They opened a bakery as well. Lulu 
was known far and wide for her excellent pies 
and cakes. Their three sons, Wilfred, Albert, and 
Ralph, took over the delivery service to Gull 
Lake, using a Model T. Ford for the job. After 
Bort passed away, Lulu decided to close the 
bakery and retire, to run a ladies dress shop 
across the avenue. In 1936 Wilfred Thorp and. 
Fred Marriott took over the meat business, sel- 
ling out later to Caleb and Ralph Morison, The 
Morison bothers added the frozen food locker 
plant at the rear in 1949, Alvin Freeman and a 
Mr. Andresson succeeded them, and were 
joined by Harold Wilton. Harold eventually ac- 
quired the business and when he retired, sold 
out to the present butcher, Jack Monette. 

The Union Bank erected a bank building on 
the next lot east, after the 1916 fire. The Mer- 
chants Bank also had a branch, their first man- 
ager being Mr. Primrose. In 1921 the Merchants 
was amalgamated with the Bank of Montreal 
‘About the same time the Royal Bank took over 











the Union Bank and moved the branch to Alix 
‘The Bank of Montreal then took over the Union 
Bank building, under manager W.B. Cairns. He 
was succeeded by the following managers, in 
‘order, to the 1960's. Ken. Barss; Wm. H. Bea- 
com; Scotty McKay; Joe Walbridge; Fergus 
Downey; W. Hayward Smith, Tom Hives; Warren 
Sparks. 

Bob Woolgar built the next building to the 
bank. Itwasa stucco job with an addition on the 
east side of concrete blocks, which he had ma- 
nufactured himself. The first part was occupied 
by the Bird Drug Store, and operated by John 
MeQueen in 1919. He was succeeded by Faye 
Johnson. Grant Sanders followed him but soon 
moved to his own building across the avenue in 
1999. The Bird Drug Store closed out and Jerry 
Leach opened a Variety Store here. Jerry was 
followed by Dick and Fern Rooke in the same 
business. 

‘The conerete block addition was occupied 
by Harold Hopkins, as Secretary-Treasurer of 
the M.D. of Lorne. Harold was also the village 
secretary-treasurer. When Harold and his fam- 
lly moved to Lacombe to become Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Muncipal District of Lacombe, 
the office was occupied by Ted George andhis 
real estate and insurance business. 

When the old telephone exchange was re- 
moved to make way for the White Rose Service 
station, Mearl McKilligan, who was now chief 
‘operator, had a new office built next door to the 
Woolgar Block, with living quarters for herself 
and Esther. They continued as operators until 
the A.G.T. built a new exchange south of the 
White Flose Station, and automatic phones 
made their debut in Bentley. The Mckilligan 
ladies were transferred to Hanna. Since that 
time the building was occupied as a residence 
and lately as the office of Dr. Hoffman, 

‘The next building was originally built by Dr. 
W.A. Henry for use as his office. It has served 
the same purpose for succeeding doctors up to 
Dr. McKendrick’s tenure. He sold it when he 
moved from Bentley and it is now occupied by a 
convenience store. 

Next we come to the original office of the 
Blindman Valley Co-Operative Association, or 
the "Hog Poo!” as it was usually known. Glen A. 
Wright served as Secretary manager throughout 
most of the life of the Pool. When the Poo! 
wound up, this office was taken over by John 
Somshor and his real estate and insurance busi- 








ness. Mrs, Jean Fraser succeeded him and is 
now the present occupant. 

Elmer Calkins started the John Deere Ma- 
chine Agency in 1936 in premises a block north 
of the new Bank of Montreal. He sold out to C.M. 
(Bus) Farrell in 1949, "Bus" sold the business to 
Ronnie Ramey. After the Rameys left, the build 
ing was demolished and Merl Harstad built an 
automotive repair shop there. 

Eimer had the local scool bus fleet when 
schoo! busing started in 1947, with hishomeand 
bus depot one block further north. Webb Frizzell 
succeeded Elmer. The present owner, Willard 
Griffith, took over from Webb. 

In the 1990's a truck depot and garage was. 
located south of the 50th Street C.P.R. crossing 
Some of the owners were Percy Lowe, Dave 
Schumaker, Kirk & Marshall, Slim Armstrong 
and lan Martin 

A Purity 99 Service station was located on 
the site of the new A.G.T. Exchange building. It 
had several owner operators, some of whom 
were Clarence Ecklund, Joseph Solberg, Bob 
Unger, Harold Brattke, Wm, Peterson, and fi- 
nally by Jim DeGratf who operated a welding 
and machine shop there. 

In the early days, John Veefkind pioneered 
a custom feed grinding mill, south across the 
alley from Thorp's Garage. It was later operated 
by Jabez McPherson in the 1920's and 1930's, 
The lot was sold to Fred Hunter who built 2 
house on it, which was finally sold to Norman 
Wheeler who had a woodworking shop there. 

In 1947 Harry Doepel and Mr. Sanderson 
built an up to date custom feed mill across the 
alley, north of the Bentley Mercantile, Harry 
acquired ownership later. It was destroyed by 
fire in the 1950's, 

‘A pool room and dance hall was operated 
by Jamie McPherson in the early days. Bjornson 
Bros. operated a poo! room in the Williams and 
Wiese block when it was built. The Bentley 
Community Hall was builtin 1927 by community 
effort, financed by local citizens groups. It has 
since served the community as a meeting place, 
banquet hall, dance hall, movie theatre, ete. 
since that time. Weekly picture shows in the 
1930's and 1940's were eagerly looked forward 
to by young and old. 

In 1918, aMr, Werkhauser had a confection- 
ery business located approximately where the 
Community Hall stands. It seems that the origi- 
nal Co-Op Store was also located here about the 
same time, 





‘Three lawyers served Bentley before 1930. 
Bruce Howatt, Jim Harvey, and Alex Gibson, all 
had law offices here, 

Several shoe repair and harness makers did 
business in Bentley at one time, Some of these 
were JF. Tetz in 1937; H.8. Manning in 1942; 
Ivor Waetin 1946. Another was L. Krewski, who 
later moved to Red Deer. 

Local contractors were always in demand 
from the early days. A few of these were Frank 
Hewitt; Claude Wright; Roy Wiese; Albert Wi- 
ancko; Tony Wenger, Tony Swanson: Fred 
Camp & Son, painters; Arvie Niemela; and Bob 
Woolgar and his son, Charlie. 

W.R. Woolgar, known variously as Bob or 
Bill, was an early resident. He wasaplasterer by 
trade, but had a speciality, namely building fire- 
places, fences, gate posts, monuments, etc. 
from local field stone. He selected his own 
stones in the district and split them to get the 
best grain and colour. He combined these with 
petrified wood which was abundant around Gull 
Lake at one time, to get some very artistic ef- 
fects. Hisson, Charlie, followed in his footsteps, 
building fireplaces, especially in lake cottages. 

The Lacombe Northwestern Railroad, more 
affectionately known as the “Peanut Line”, ar- 
rived in Bentley in 1917. It was financed to a 
large degree by local capital. The first pas- 
senger coach was a deisel electric unitimported 
from England, However, it was not designed for 
our Canadian winters, and had a bad habit of 
deralling on icy curves in cold stormy weather. 
Eventually a mixed train, pulled by a conven- 
tional steam locomotive, was used. It carried 
passengers, mail, express, and freight cars. The 
service was up one day and back the next. You 
could expect it when it arrived! The line was 
soon extended to Rimbey and then on to Hoad- 
ley, Winfield, Breton, Thorsby, and finally into 
Leduc, when it became part of the C.P.R. sys~ 
tem, 

The first Bentley station agent was W.R, 
Hood, Clarence Hergott succeeded him and 
served for many years before being promoted to 
the Lacombe agency. Stan Porter succeeded 
him. In later years the local stations were closed 
and the telegraph lines removed. Train service 
went only as far as Rimbey, with a spur to the 
Rimbey Gas Plant. Only freight cars are carried 
now, consisting mainly of grain cars, and oll 
tankers, 

In 1918 the Alberta Pacific Grain Co. built 











their elevator, with Tom Lorimer as the first 
buyer. Tom also had the Imperial Oil Agency, 
their oil depot being on atrack nearby. Tomwas 
followed by Bill Pringle. After Bill retired, Tony 
Tharou was buyer, succeeded in turn by his 
brother, Henry. The Alberta Wheat Poo! built the 
next house, with Jim Thompson the first buyer, 
followed by Fred Hunter, then Art Hallonquist. 
During Art's time the elevator was struck by 
lightning on July 1st and destroyed by fire. The 
elevator was rebuilt. After Art retired (Jim Fink 
was buyer for several years), John Somshor 
took over, with Ernie Spannier succeeding him. 
The Pool finally took over the A.P. business. 
Both houses were destroyed in a spectacular 
blaze in 1976, The Pool rebuilt a much larger 
elevator to replace the other two, with Ernie as 
buyer. Henry Tharou transferred over to the 
Lacombe Fertilizer and Farm Supply Company, 
which built a branch in Bentley. The United 
Grain Growers Ltd, at one time had houses in 
Forshee, Aspen Beach, and Prevo. These were 
finally closed and anew large elevator was built 
at Bentley to serve the whole district. Stan 
Beddoes is their buyer. 

In 1923, the Blind man Valley Co-Operative 
Association was formed to market Blindman 
Valley hogs. The Head Office was in Bentley, 
with branches at Rimbey and Hoadley. Glen 
Wright was Secretary-Manager, after Jim 
Thompson, and Glen stayed with the job until 
the Pool was wound up. The “Hog Poo!” bought 
more hogs than at any other place in Alberta 
during its heyday. Monday was "Hog Day 
when farmers brought in thelr hogs to be 
shipped out on the train that day. Their wives 
and families usually came in as well to do the 
family shopping 

While on the subject of the railway, let us 
remember the men who maintained the right of 
way, summer and winter, rain and shine, Some 
of these were George Cochrane, the first section 
man, followed by George Talbot, who later be- 
came Roadmaster. Others were Albert Benson. 
Bill Wyrozub; George Reitsma; Alf Zaksauskas: 
Alex Robostan; Bill Mix; up to the present 
George St. Germain. 

Freight cars had to be unloaded, mail and 
express delivered. Those men responsible for 
this work were the local draymen. At first the 
work was done by hand and transportation was 
with teams and drays in summer and sleighs in 
winter. Coal was brought in by rail and had to 
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be unloaded by hand off the box cars, and deli- 
vered to the customer. Some of the draymen 
who did this work in the past were, Tom and 
Bernard Fleming; Elton Poling; Harry Brownlow 
Jr; Ernie Peterson; George and Marshall Daw- 
son. Roy Klopstra and Peter Attema later used 
trucks for the job. 

Under the heading of recreation andsports, 
in addition to various social activities which took 
place in the hall, Bentley was noted for its base- 
ball players. The village could always field a 
good team to take part in league games with 
nearby towns and villages. 

One team in 1921 comprised Jabez 
McPherson, Buck Fortner, Erven Palmer, Wilbur 
Whitesell, Russell Garties, Les Langford, James 
Miller, Glen Williams, Norm McPherson, Ras 
Hankins, Myron Palmer, Tom Whitworth, and 
Caleb (Speaky) Morison. 

Ten years or so later, such men as these 
made up the team. Glen Wright, Clarence Her- 
gott, M.S. (Dooley) Witherell, Wilfred Thorp, Al- 
bert Thorp, Carl Raabis, Gus Harstad, Elmer 
and Alfred Leiske. 

Then in the 1940's we find such names as 
these on the team. Stan Witherell, Lloyd 
Holmes, Dr. S.A. Weaver, Jim Ferguson, Harry 
Petruk, Harold Wilton, Irvine Suggett, Dean 
Suggett, Cecil Galloway, Alvin Freeman, Don 
Freeman, Stan Green, Bob Robostan, Chuck 
Mortis, Bob Caughlan, Gordon Garries. Caleb 
Morison and Carl Raabis were now manager 
and coach, 

The ball diamond was located north of the 
lumber yard and the bleachers backed up to the 
fence. Later the diamond was reversed on the 
same field, and the bleachers were built in the 
north east corner. Weekly games were held 
during the season, with a tournament on Sports 
Day. 

The first curling rink was located nextto the 
old creamery, across the street from the present 
arena. Later a two sheet curling rink was built 
east of the ball diamond, across the alley from 
the Garries Hardware. Itwas flanked by an open 
air skating rink. Water was supplied for flooding 
from the community well at the back of Garries. 
To finish the ice, water was hauled from Gull 
Lake, as it was harder and made better ice. Most 
of the older men curled and agood hockey team 
was always ready to defend Bentley's honor. 

A tennis court was located near the station, 
which saw plenty of action in the summertime. 








Organizations in the early years included a 
Dramatic Society. One of the first plays offered 
was entitled "What happened to Jones?”. The 
cast comprised of Miss Kate Bulman; Miss Flora 
Hansen; Miss Vera McPerson, Messrs. Frank 
(Cappy) Thorp, Jamie McPherson, Bill O'Neill, 
and St. John O'Neill, This play was staged in 
1911 

‘A Camp of the Modern Woodmen of Amer- 
ica was established in the early years. Itwas a 
fraternal society and included life insurance. 
The M.W.A. was later absorbed by the Inde- 
pendent Order of Foresters. The M.W.A. 
members were officially notified that the |.0.0.F 
would honor the obligations of the M.W.A. con= 
cerning their insurance policies. 

‘The Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, (B.P.O.E.), Lodge No. 318 was organized 
in 1948, with 77 Charter Members. It has re- 
mained strong throughout the years and con- 
tributed much to the community. The affiliated 
ladies lodge, the Order of the Royal Purple, was 
organized in 1961 with 37 Charter Members. 
The ladies lodge has seen continuous pro- 
gress, and Is a very live organization. 

The Bentley Chamber of Commerce has 
functioned for many years since the 1920's, 
promoting the business and well being of the 
village. 

‘Other service clubs, which were organized 
at later dates, include The Bentley Lions in 1950, 
and the Bentley Kinsmen and their ladies organ- 
ization, the Kinettes. 

‘Another important organization is the Ben- 
tley Legion and the Ladies Legion. A separate 
section of this book will be devoted to the re- 
membrance of those local men and women who 
served their country in both World Wars. 

In January, 1931, Edith and |, with our four 
month old son, Jim, arrived in Bentley to take up 
residence in the company house which was situ- 
ated in the Atlas Lumber Company yard, where | 
had been posted as manager. 

In 1941, | took over the job of Secretary 
Treasurer of the Oxford School District No. 687, 
in addition to my lumber yard duties, | served in 
that capacity until 1944, when the Schoo! Dis- 
trict was absorbed into the large schoo! division, 

When Harold Hopkins, with his wife, Do- 
rothy, and their family left Bentley to takeup the 
position of Secretary-Treasurer of the newly 
formed M.D. of Lacombe, the village council 
asked me to take over the village books. So the 


lumber business, schoo! board, and village busi- 
ness was carried on in the small 12 x 16 office 
which Ihad. | stayed with the position of Village 
Administrator until | retired in 1973. In the 
meantime the house was moved to a new site in 
the residential district. A new large lumber shed. 
with store and office was built, which relieved 
the pressure considerably. Nowdays, afinenew 
‘complex has been built in Bentley to house the 
Municipal office, Senior Citizens Drop In, Fire 
Hall, etc. The administration is now 2 full time 
position, and is no longer combined with the 
lumber yard. 

‘We came to know many of the early pioneer 
citizens of Bentley during the last 50 years, and 
became good friends with most. When we ar- 
rived in 1931, many of the early settlers were still 
young enough to be active, They had come to 
Bentley early in the century and had a hand in 
developing the village and district. 

In addition to names already mentioned, a 
few more of our old friends and neighbours 
‘come to mind. Among these were the Harry 
Damrons, Harry was a younger brother of Clar- 
fence and Jack, Then Clarence's two sons, Ar- 
thur, (Bud), and N.T. (Dick). Bud was usually in 
the ‘cattle business and Dick was a school 
teacher who later took charge of his father's 
farm. One of Dick's sons is Dickie Damron, the 
well known Country and Western singer and 
‘composer. In 1831 Jesse Evernden lived just 
north of the village and supplied the village with 
milk. A retired farmer, J.C. Carritt, delivered the 
rural mail, Mrs. Carritt was Secretary of the 
Bentley Community Cemetery. Other mail car- 
riers were John Solberg, another retired farmer, 
who lived to celebrate his diamond wedding, 
with his wife and twelve children. Bill and Ann 
Wetzel, another farm couple, also delivered the 
rural mail. Bea Thorp’s parents, Mr. & Mrs. 
Mickey Saint lived on 48th Avenue, as did Mr. & 
Mrs. Goe Peterson, the parents of Clara Willson, 
Mable Anderson, and Elmer Peterson. Goe re- 
called the time when the field abutting the south 
boundary of the village was a big slough, Mrs. 
Louise Holmen is still ving and is great-great- 
‘grandmother to many of her family who reside 
here. Her sister, Jennie Skjonsberg, also lives 
here. We like to remember other oldtimers, such 
as, Mr. and Mrs, Duncan Layton; Herb Steven- 
son; Jim Scoular; Cecil Suggett and Gertie; 
George Beddoes; Mr. & Mrs. Sid Brooke; Haa- 
kon Bergesen; Mr. & Mrs. Gus Bruns; Mr. & Mrs. 
Lester Metcalf; Miss Margaret McKinnon, Al. & 


vail 








Phyl. Herman, and many others, in both town 
and country, who are listed in this book 

1 would like to thank those who have 
helped refresh my memory in this writeup and 
all those who have contributed to this History 
of Bentley and Distric 


THE BENTLEY BALL TEAM 
‘Our ball team is a dandy 

And is always in the game. 
Each player does his darndest 
No matter who you name. 





Jim Miller plays the first sack 
And plays it all the while, 

‘And Ernie out at second takes the 
Grounders with a smile. 


Glen Williams at third satchel, 
The hot ones sure can stop. 

And simply can't get anything through 
Tom, our old short stop. 


While in the outer garden too, 
McPherson chases flies, 

And helped by Benny Gessner, 
Takes the pep out of Rimbey cries. 





And sitting on the bench are Detlef, 
Gus, and Dick; the finest bunch of 
substitutes as anyone could pick. 


Buck Fortner, John and Langford, 
The famous pitching three, 
Just shoot the pill across the plate 
‘And make the batters flee. 





No matter how they throw them, 
Siow, wide, high, or fast 

id Caleb is behind the bat 
And nails them to the mast 


‘These are a bunch of atheletes. 
Steady staunch, and true, 

Who play the game and just the same 
Boost the old town too. 


‘The Bentley Shamrocks they are called 
And husky boys are they. 

They'll win the league or bust their 
Necks in themiddle of the fray 


‘The President is a scrapper 
‘And kicks up quite a fuss. 

But the boys all take it quietly 
And leave it all to Russ. 


“ANONYMOUS' 









Bentley couples who celebrated their 50th Wedding 
LioR: Mr. &Mrs, Geo. Fry: Mr. and Mrs. RE. Ch 
Mrs. JS. Solberg: Mr. & Mrs, Hans Skionsbera, M 


wen; Mr. 8 Mrs. CF, Damron; Mr & Mrs 





Anniversary in 1954 


LG. Snow Mr 8 
‘& Mrs. Barker; Mr. & Mrs. F. Cam 


















Glen and Jack Damron: 1912.ith 
fist two cars in Bentley 


Bert Wiliams, E 
1912 Model T - oni 











Early houses - 1913 








tern Railroad (Peanut) - 1912 

































Burger, Alva 
Bigam, Murray 
Bjornson, Aspbjorn 
Coggins, Thomas 
Damant, Percy 
Evornden, Arthur 
Grant, William 
Garries, Paul 
Hankins, Erastus 
Hankins, George 
Hansen, Arthur 
Hopkins, Fred 
Hopkins, Harold 
Hutchison, Promo 
Harper, Thomas 
Jaltray, George 
Morison, Caleb 
Morison, Ralph 
Millar, James 
Meredith, Joseph 


McPherson, Lyman 


HONOR ROLL 


1914 - 1918 


ONeil, E, St, John 
O'Neil, Witiam 
Poling, Cecil 
Poling, Ray 

Poling, Zeo 
Rathwell, Clifford 
Skjonsberg, Gustav 
Steele, Harold 
Steele, Paul 
Sniveley, Thomas 
‘Thompson, G.W.M 
Taylor, Geottroy 
Vig, John 

Veetkind, Harold 


Whitesell, Charles 





Whitesell, John 
Whitesell, Wilbur 
Whitworth, Ber 
Welch, Philip 


Wyatt, Douglas 


Anderson, J.W. 
Anderson, JS. 
Beddoes, LH. 
Beddoes, H 
Brown, Ray 
Brownlow, H.A, 
Burns, A 
Butcher, EJ 
Cummings, C.« 
Christenson, A 
Christenson, LW. 
Dickau, DW. 
Dickau, Roy 
Evernden, E.€. 
Evernden, J.G. 
Freeman, E.S 
Freeman, H.R 
Fulton, Di 
Fulton, RE 
Fernie, RB. 
Fernie, E 
Garries, Ir 
Garries, Ralph 
Gheseger, E. 
Gheseger, L 
Gibson, WJ.C. 
Gibson, WM. 
Gibson, & 
Graham, 6. 
Hawkings, EF. 

+ Hawkings, Ew) 
Hawkings, E. 
Harper, C.S. 
Henry, WA. 
Hutton, LD, 
Hutton, Norva 





HONOR ROLL 
1939 - 1946 


Hunter, GF 
Hunter, J.J 
Hunter, N. 
Haarstad, €. 
Jaffray, A. 
Johnstone, F. 
Kripps, E 
Krones, KJ 
Martin, H. 
Metro, J 

Miles, E. 

Miles. V. 

Moore, RH. 
Morrow, H. 
Morrison, H.G. 
Mosley, J 
McNaught, C.W. 
McNaught, RB. 
MeKitligan, A.J 
Neal, C.G 
Neal, HA 
Nelson, F.W. 
Nelson, R.S 
Parker, 
Parkinson, FA 
Parkinson, G.A. 
Parkinson, GH. 
Palmer, Lucille 
Pearson, V. 
Peterson, D, 
Peterson, BF, 
Petry. LL 
Pringle, G.A. 
Pringle, J 

Pico, F 
Renschler, H 








Reitsma, GA. 
Reid, LL. 

Reid, W.A. 
Repp, CP. 
‘Sambrooke, A.E, 
Sambrooke, § S 
Solie, J 


 Solie, LF 


Solberg, LS. 
Solberg, 
Solberg, A.B. 
Soma, GE 
Sorenson, C 
Simon, OH. 
Spycher, G 
Spycher, E 
Shirtclitfe, G 
Skjonsberg, EH 
Skjonsberg, H. 
Skeels, RLE. 
Sz0ke, P. 
Thorp, RF. 
Thorp, W.L. 
Trenholm, R.B. 
Turnbull, D. 
van Heeren, A. 
Van Heeren, 
Vig, CH. 

Vig, HA. 
Whitworth, F.R 
Wiese, L.N. 
Woolgar, C. 
Wright, C 
Zelut, LE 
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HISTORY OF THE BENTLEY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 


In the year 1920 a company (mostly Leiskes 
= uncle, sons and nephews) of believers in the 
Third Angel's Message, wore meeting for Sab- 
bath School and worship in the homes of church 
members in the Bentley district, 

A little later services were held in a litle red 
granary situated on the property of William 
Leiske. Services were in German only. Leader- 
ship of the Bentley German Church of Seventh- 
Day Adventists was given at that time by such 
men as Elder George Ruff, Elder Human, Elder 
D.D. Neufeld and Sam Leiske, Sr. 

Regrettably, the records covering the years 
1920 to Sept. 1939 have been lost, as far as local 
members can recall, and little information can 
be obtained, with regard to the work of the Ben- 
tley church in that period. 

In the minutes of a meeting dated Sep- 
tember 16, 1939, we have this entry: "Elder Deg- 
ering and Brother Philbrick were present, 
Elder Degering presenting the sermon. This, 
was followed by a short discussion of plans to 
re-organize the church, inviting all, both Ger- 
man and English speaking, to become members 
of the Bentley Church.” Among the church of- 
ficers at that date were such names as Philbrick, 
Leiske, Bruce, Nathan, Patterson and Reimche. 

In 1945, the church membership stood at 
thirty-five, Minutes of a meeting dated only 
1945, reveal that “plans were made as to what 
should be done about the church building, and 
to investigate the cost of moving it.” 

January 21, 1946 the following entry was 
made: "Brother George Leiske gave a report on 
the cost of the moving of the church and the 
remainder of the funds was raised that night.” 
Elder Rick presided at this meeting, 

From minutes of a Board meeting dated 
June 25, 1947, this entry: "June 30th was the 
date set for working at the cemetery grounds, 
filling in the basement hole and levelling the 
grounds", which seems to indicate that the 


church building had been moved into the Village 
of Bentley, to the site where the new church now 
stands. In the fall of 1977, this building was 
moved toa farm west of Bentley, tomake way for 
the new church. 

In August of 1976 serious consideration 
was given to building a new church and in No- 
vember, under the leadership of Pastor Murray 
Chapman, a building committee was formed. 

In May, 1977 work was begun on the new 
church. The old church was moved to the farm 
of Gus Johnson and, at the invitation of the 
United Church congregation, Sabbath School 
and worship were held there for approximately a 
year, with Pastor St. Clair Kydd giving inspira- 
tional leadership. The church was officially 
‘opened on June 10, 1978. 

Church members continued in their active 
and financial support of freeing the church of all 
‘encumbrances, and to-day we have the joy of 
presenting this sanctuary before God, to be 
dedicated to His service. 

‘Some of the families attending over the ye- 
ars, although not all during the same time were: 
Sam, Willie, Huldrich, Edwin, George and Jacob 
Leiske and later John Gimbels, E.M. Reiswigs, 
Bauers, Humanns, Ziprichs, John Schmidts, 
Nathans, Ricks, Warehams, Renschlers, Schu- 
makers, Millers, Repps, Simpsons, Wetzels, 
Foxes, Pattersons and Baumbachs - many of 
which are no longer with us. 





Even though the records were lost, covering 
the period of 1920 to 1939, | must say that in the 
year 1928 my parents, Daniel Leiskes and some 
of the family moved to Bentley and attended the 
services and later became members of the 
church. 

In those years all the travelling in the winter 
months was done with horses and sleigh, as the 
roads were not opened for cars, as they are now. 











Bentley 


But no one ever thought of missing a Sabbath 
Service, because we couldn't ride in a nice, 
warm car. | wonder how many wouldn't think 
twice now before starting out on a five to ten 
mile ride with a team and sleigh and the 
temperature twenty-five below, and lower, just 
to attend church. 

One little incident | remember happening 
on the way to church with the team and cutter. 
We had a fast team and going over a knoll, the 
pole in the cutter came out, dumping Bill and 
Norma (who was about four months old at the 
time) into the snow, but Bill was able to hang on 
to the horses, so he set up the cutter and we 
piled back in and made the rest of the way 
without any trouble and arrived in time for 
church, Those were the good old days!!! 


by Anna Wetzel 


Composite picture of original Bentley Adventist Church and co 





ALLAN, WILLIAM & GLADYS 
By Gladys Allan 


On April 1st, 1950, Giadys and Bill Allan, 
with two sons, Donald and David, took up resi- 
dence on a hait section farm, one mile south of 
Bentley, known as the "Edwin Chowen Place’ 
They purchased the farm from Mark Wilhelm, 
who had bought it from Edwin Chowen a cou- 
ple of years before. 

The Allans saw a one inch advertise 
ment in a farm paper, describing this property, 
mentioning it was close toa school, with grades 
from 1 to 12;alocal hospital and a doctor; power 
and a good water supply; things that loomed 
Important to them, with two sons to raise. 

Their Mantario, Saskatchewan farm, where 
they lived, had no electricity; clay roads that 
were a hazard in wet weather; especially with 40 


miles to drive to the closest hospital and doctor. 

Bill's father, Archie, and his Aunt Maggie, 
had retired to Calgary and it seemed important 
to Bill and Gladys, that they should be within 
driving distance to them. Should an emergency 
arise, and with 40 miles of sticky wet clay to 
‘overcome, this would be impossible under cer- 
tain conditions. With these factors in mind, Bill 
and Gladys decided to move to Alberta. 

In the fall of 1949, Bill, Gladys and Archie, 
(Bill's dad), headed west in their 1946 grey 
Chev. car. Their only lead was this one inch ad 
in Bill's pocket, describing this Bentley farm. 

However, to get an overall perspective of 
land values, the Allans worked their way along 
No 2 Highway, from Clareshoim in the south to 
Bentley in the north. They had actually given up 
trying to buy something, because of the much 
higher prices of Alberta land, compared to what 
they already owned in Saskatchewan. But, with 
this ad in Bill's pocket, they reluctantly agreed 
that they had come this far, so they mightas well 
take one more look. So, with this final attemptin 
mind, they got out the road map for directions 
to Bentley from Red Deer. They had come this 
far north the night before. They decided to 
take the Sylvan Lake route. Heading north 
from Syivan Lake the bush got thicker and less 
land could be seen from the narrow roadway. 
The ditches revealed a rather light colored 
soil, 80 the atmosphere in the car got rather 
quiet. Archie Allan, in the back seat, started to 
suck his tooth - a habit he had when things 
didn't quite suit him, Gladys and Bill looked at 
each other with @ questioning glance, "where 
is the rich black loam we've heard about? It's 
got to show up soon, cause we are really 
there.” 


‘Then ithappened! They reached the crest of 
Kneiper Hill and before them spread the most 
beautiful sight they had ever seen. The sign, 
‘Hold everything! You are now entering the 
Famous Blindman Valley!" changed the tone in- 
side the little Chev. Gladys and Bill gasped at the 
sight, and Archie quit sucking his tooth, and all 
of a sudden became talkative. This looked dif- 
ferent. After a few miles, and enquiries, they 
pulled into the yard of what was to be their 
future home. 

‘Mark Wilhelm was home and courteously 
showed them around, The two main buildings 
were the house and the hip roofed barn, stil very 
much in use, as this goes to press. Other than 





‘ 
that, a couple of shops and granaries completed 
the buildings to be seen, 

Gladys kept fairly quietuntil Bill and Archie 
had asked all the main questions that you usu- 
ally ask when you are buying land, then Gladys 
couldn't keep quiet any longer. She had only 
‘one question in mind, and it came out, "By any 
chance does there happen tobea little stream or 
creek flowing through the back end of this 
farm?” 

‘Yes’, Mark said, "The Blindman River 
cuts through the back end.” Gladys was elated 
= could hardly hold in the feeling that she 
knew, “This was the place”, this was the place 
they were meant to live. She had read a story 
book in her younger years called “Anne's 
House of Dreams", and in the book, Anne had 
searched for a place to live, and knew her 
search was over when she found a spot with a 
brook cutting across the back of the property, 
and she named it, "Anne's House of Dreams. 
This fantasy had never left Gladys and she 
knew, without a doubt, they had found their 
future home. But al this excitement she had to 
keep within herself until she could get Bill alo- 

After Bill heard her story and the men 
agreed it had been the most feasible piece of 
property they had looked at, they made a deal 
with Wilhelm. 

The Wilhelms wanted to live in the house ti 
April, 1950, to which the Allans agreed. How- 
ever, Gladys and Bill had to vacate their Manta- 
rio home as the buyer needed to move in. This 
brought on the next step, to vacate the Saskat- 
chewan holding. It wasn't long before two rail 
cars were loaded with farming effects and furni- 
ture, and on their way to Bentley. Andrew Hol- 
men, and his dad were at the station when these 
two cars arrived, picking up fertilizer. Tony Tha- 
rou was there also, and Clarence Hergott, the 
station master, The furniture and machinery, 
etc. were stored over winter on the newly pur- 
chased farm. Gladys and Bill, with Donald, aged 
2, and David, 6 months old, spent the winter in 
Calgary with Bills dad and Aunt Maggie 

The closest neighbors, Louis and Jean 
‘Szasz, are to be thanked and appreciated for 
their open and warm hospitality. Whenever the 
Allans were in need of anything, the Szasz fam- 
ily accommodated. They were given the open 
invitation to hook onto any machinery they 
needed or the privilege of using herd sires un- 
til they were established. 














Getting established was difficult. Out of the 
first 5 years at Bentley, their crop was robbed by 
hail three times. A special thanks to Mr. MS. 
Witherell at the Red & White Store, who kept the 
Allans in groceries when they were unable to 
Pay their bills. 

‘The Allan family increased by three more 
children; Margaret, Bob, and Brian. 

‘At present Don and Helen (nee Wood) 
have four children; Lori, Bonnie, Mary, and a 
new born son, Michael, 

David and Judy (nee Langmuir) have three 
children, Chad, Kim and Kari 

Bob and Gail (nee Holmen) have two child 
ren, Kristi and Brett. 

‘These three families own and operate farms 
in the Bentley district 

Son Brian lives at home with his mom and 
dad, who are still living in the original house, 
although retired 

Daughter Margaret married Tom Kingsma 
from Holland. They have three sons, John, Willy, 
and Thomas James. Their home is a farm at 
Rochfort Bridge, Alberta, 

In closing the Allans want to say Bentley 
and district has been good to them and their 
children, and they have never regretted moving 
here, Thank you. 


‘AMES, TIREY 


Tirey Ames was another early settler in the 
Rainy Creek district, being there by 1901. He 
lived about three miles south east of the J.C. 
Carrit farm on the south bank of the Blindman 
river. He later became unbalanced to such an 
extent that he committed suicide, dressed in his 
very best and lying on his own bed, in April 1912. 
His body wasn't discovered until nearly amonth 
later. 


ANDERSON, ANOREW AND HULDA 
By Hulda Anderson, 

‘Andrew Anderson came to the Bentley dis- 
trict from Anthracite, Alberta, where he was 
born, in 1896, to a homestead west of Bentley in 
1905. 

‘Andrew served for a time in the army during 
the 1914-18 war, He also worked for Burns & Co. 
in Calgary. 

He came back to the farm and in 1919 mar- 
ried Hulda Skjonsberg, who was born in the 
Bentley district in 1902. 

They had 1 daughter, Annie, born at the 








farm in 1922. She attended school 1 year at 
Sunset School 

In 1930 Hulda and Andrew moved to the 
Boyle district on the S.E. ¥ of Section 3, Town- 
ship 40, Range 2, west of the 5th Meridian. 

‘Andrew passed away in 1973 and is buried 
in the Vig Cemetery. 

Hulda still lives on the farm, 

In 1943 Annie married Nick Screpnek and 
they have 2 sons, Randy of Bentley, who has 2 
children and Bradley of Red Deer, with 3 
children. 

Nick and Annie lived in Red Deer until 1954 
and then moved to Bentley, where they operated 
the Hotel Coffee Shop for a number of years, 


ANDREW JOHN (JACK) ANDERSON FAMILY 
by Selma Vig 


‘A.J. Anderson was born in Sweden on Feb- 
uary 18, 1871, and when he was sixteen he 
came to Canada as a stowaway on a ship. 

He worked in B.C. for a few years before 
moving to Banff and Anthracite, where he 
worked in the coal mines for several years, 

Mrs. Anderson (Carrie) was born in Nor- 
way, October 15, 1871. She came to Minnesota 
with her parents and about 1890 she came to 
Canada with a sister and brother-in-law. Her 
sister and husband went back to United States 
and Carrie got work in Calgary with the Prince 
family who had a boarding house or hotel, as it 
may be called now. 

It was here Jack and Carrie met and they 
were married January 29, 1896, 

After their marriage, they made their home 
in Banff and Anthracite and Jack continued 
working in the coal mines. He took part in the 
Gold Rush but didn't get to the gold. 

He returned to Anthracite and he and the 
late Mr. Bullock of Lacombe prospected the 
Bankhead Coal Mine. 

In 1904 he filed on the homestead in the 
Bentley area - $.W. %22-40-2-5 and in 1905 they 
came with a family of six to the homestead. 
‘Andrew 10 years; Gilmore 8 years; Edna5 years; 
twins Alfred and Florence 3 years and Earl 2 
years. 

The first few winters Jack returned to the 
coal mines for a couple of months. 

In the early years there were many people 
who stopped at the Anderson homeas they were 
about halfway between Lacombe and Rocky. 





Family and friends of A.J. Andersor 


‘There was always food on the table and feed for 
the horses. 

The Andersons were very self-sufficient, 
having their own beef, pork, chickens and al- 
ways a big garden. The pork was kept in twenty 
gallon crocks in salt brine. Some pork was 
ground and made into sausage and canned, 
This was so good and always came in handy 
when there was unexpected company. The beet 
was usually butchered in the late fall so it could 
be frozen. They made their own whole wheat 
flour as Jack had to have whole wheat bread. 
They hauled some wheat to Eckville and Black- 
falds to be made into white flour. 


taken fall of 1980. 





‘There was no school until 1913 when the 
Sunset Hill Schoo! No. 2908 was opened. 

Besides raising a family of 7 boys and 4 
girls, Mrs. Anderson took in Gilmore's family of 
5 when his wife died. They were all under twelve 
years. 

‘The Andersons bought more land andat the 
time of his death In 1949 they owned 7 quar- 
ters. 

‘Mrs. Anderson died in March, 1949 after a 
long bout with cancer. Mr. Anderson died July, 
1949 while attending Chris Sollie's funeral. 

‘A farm sale was held in April 1950 and Gor- 
don and Julia still live on the home farm. One 





Gortion, Obert and! Alfred Anderson taking coffee break - fll of 1927. 
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quarter in the Rainy Creek district was sold to 
Gerald Wilson. Lou Burles bought the Sunset 
Hill quarter and the other Anderson boys took 
over the other land. 

Andrew married Hulda Skjonsberg and died 
In August 1973. 

Gilmore married Alice West and died Febru- 
ary 1969. 

Edna married Martin Vig and died in June 
1961. 

Alfred married Olga Johnson and died in 
October 1961. 

Florence married Julius Johnson and 
moved to Hoadley. She now lives in Edmonton 
with her son Melvin, 

Earl married Gertrude Harstad and stil 
lives on his farm, 

‘Selma married Clarence Vig and she now 
lives in Bentley, 

‘Obert married Gunda Skjonsberg and they 
also live in Bentley, 

Clara married Gus Johnson and they stil 
live on the farm. 

Gordon married Julia Johnson and they still 
live on the old farm. 

Harold married Mildred Burton and he died 
In October 1973, 


ANDERSON, CARL CHARLIE 
By Effie Watts 


My uncle, Carl Anderson came to the Cal- 
kins Valley from the U.S.A. 

He was a retired, hard working miner. 

He resided with his sister and brother-in- 
law, Annie and Carl Gelin and eventually 
bought the N.E. 16-41-2-W.5 where he resided 
for three years. 

He was a strong vigorous man, and was 
greatly admired for his strength and good na- 
ture, 

He passed away in the Wetaskiwin Lodge. 


ANDERSON, EARL AND GERTY 
By Helen Anderson. 

Earl Anderson and Gerty Haarstad were 
married August 27, 1927, at the residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. A.B. Haarstad. Their first child, Glen, 
was born October, 1927, Earl worked for A.B. 
Haarstad for two years. In the spring of 1928 and 
1929 he worked on a road crew and Gerty did the 
cooking for the crew. In the fall of 1928-29 Earl 
went to Vulcan and ran a threshing outfit. 

In the spring of 1930, Earl purchased S quar- 





ters of Sec. 11-40-2-5 from Alfred Haarstad, with 
‘a house to be built on the north-east quarter, as. 
part of the Agreement of Sale. The buildings 
were also to Include a barn. 

When Glen was 3 years old, he was stricken 
with infantile paralysis and when he was later 
taken to Edmonton it was discovered he was left 
deaf. 

Eddie was born January, 1931, at home. 
Jack was born May, 1932; Orvil, April, 1934; 
Phyllis, January 1937; Maxine, October, 1942, 
and Lloyd, November, 1939. 

‘When Glen was nine years old he was sent 
to Winnipeg and then to Montreal, as they were 
the only schools for the deaf at that time. He and 
several kids from the west would run away from 
Montreal, because they didn't like it, He was 
about eighteen when he finished school, taking 
cabinet making and working at several jobs, 
also, in Johnson's sawmill at Rocky. 

‘The older children went to Boyle school, 
always by horseback. In 1946-47 a correspon- 
dance teacher came to Boyle so Earl drove the 
kids to school in Bentley every day. The next 
year the buses started picking them up and Max- 
ine started school in Bentley. 

Eddie and Jack finished grade nine and 
then went to work at various jobs at Johnson's 
sawmill and helping with the harvest in the dis- 
trict. 

Orvil finished grade twelve in Bentley and 
also went to work. 

In 1952 an oil rig, one of the many around 
Bentley, moved on to the land south-west of the 
buildings. The older boys went to work on the 
rig and many of the district young men got their 
start with the oil rigs. 

Lloyd finished grade twelve and continued 
tohelphisdad farm. Orvil ater went to college in 
Moscow, Idaho, and took up geology. 

Maxine finished her high school and went in 
to Nursing Ald training, 

Phyllis married Paul Pogadi February, 
1956, and they had three girls, Bonnie, born 
August 1956; Lynda born March, 1958 and 
Patty, born October, 1959. They lived on the 
Pogadl farm and Paul helped with the farming 
and looking after the hogs. Tragedy struck in 
December, 1985 when the family was going 
home from town and were involved in a head- 
(on car collision on Highway 51, which took the 
lives of Phyllis, Paul and Lynda. Patty received 
a broken leg and was hospitalized for a time 








and Bonnie was badly bruised. The two girls 
went to live with their grandparents, the An- 
dersons. 

‘Tragedy struck again in the Anderson fam- 
ily when Gerty took ill, had surgery in August. 
1969 and passed away in September of that 
year. She took very much pride in her house- 
work and did a lot of fancy work. Bonnie and 
Pattie continued to live with their grandfather 
and attended school from there. 

Bonnie married Dennis McDonagh in July, 
1973 and they have two daughters. Kathy was 
born October, 1973 and Cheryl October, 1976, 
and they live at Valleyview. Patty still lives at 
Bentley. 

Orvil Anderson married Barbara Lindholm 
in July, 1965 and they have four girls; Shelley 
born, June 1966; Chery! - June, 1968; Shannon - 
June, 1970 and Trisha - April 1974, They live in 
Calgary where Orvil is employed with Dome 
Petroleum, 

Maxine married Al Stewart from North Bat- 
tleford, Sask., in April, 1967 and they have 2 


boys and 1 girl. Sean was born August, 1968; 
Darren - August, 1969 and Danielle - 1975. 
Thay live in Leduc where Al is a painter. 

Eddie married Hazel Street from Lacombe, 
September, 1971 and they have a daughter, 





Earl and Gerty Anderson - 1927 





nd Jack Anderson - 1937 


Eadie, Glen, Orit 


Cindy, born August, 1972, Eddie works with 
Flint Engineering and Construction, Ltd. 

Glen married Lucy Wusaweig from Win- 
nipeg, November, 1971 and they have 3 girls, 
Alma born April, 1973; Sonia - January, 1975 
and Cora - September, 1977. They live in Bon- 
tley where Glen Is custodian for the high schoo! 
and Lucy is custodian in the elementary school 

Lloyd married Helen Pettersson, whose 
parents live in Bentley, in September, 1978, 
They have one daughter, Karen, born March, 
1979, They live in Bentley and Lloyd farms. 

Earl served as a councillor for the County of 
Lacombe from March, 1964 to the fall of 1968. 


ANDERSON, EASTON 
BY Oscar Skjonsberg 
Easton Anderson came from North Dakota 
in the year 1902, and homesteaded on the N.W. 
4 - Section 18, He farmed there for five years, 
had a sale, and went back to the States. One of 
the girls got married out on the farm. 











Easton Anderson family - date unknown, 


ANDERSON, ELLWOOD. 
By Brian Anderson 


Dad's paternal grandparents came from 
‘Sweden and Norway. His maternal grandpar- 
ents came from the United States. 

‘Andrew John Anderson, my dad's paternal 
grandfather, was born in Stockholm, Sweden, 
‘on February 18, 1871. When he was seventeen 
years old, he heard of Canada - the land of 
‘opportunities, and he decided to move there. He 
arrived in Canada in 1888 and worked in the coal 
mines at Anthracite, near Banff. 

On January 19, 1898, he married Kari 
Svennes. She was a young woman who had 
been born in Valders, Norway, October 15, 1871 
‘They were married in Calgary and lived at An- 
thracite until 1905, when they filed on a homes 
tead at Bentley. This is the same place on which 
my grandparents still live 

In 1898 the first of their eleven children was 
born and he was named Andrew. The next 
children born were Gilmore, Edna, Alfred, Flor- 
ence (they were twirts), Earl, Selma, Obert, 
Clara, Gordon (my grandfather) and Harold. 
This was a very large family, considering how 
small Great Grandma was, She was four feet 
eleven inches tall and weighed about ninety- 
five pounds. 

Great Grandma had six brothers and sis- 
ters. They were John, Guri, Rachel, Julia, Sofie 
and Severt. They lived in Norway or the United 
States. 

‘On April 19, 1983, Gordon, the second 
youngest, married Julia Alvina Johnson. They 
moved to the Anderson homestead where Jack 
and Kari lived, They still ive at the historic farm 





nthe Sunset Hills. They also hadalarge family ~ 
ten to be exact, Their first son, Clarence, was 
born September 17, 1933, and he lives in the 
Rimbey district. The next born was Dennis, on 
November 25, 1934. He lives in the Leslieville 
area. Then born was Ronald, on March 25, 1936 
and he lives at Pink Mountain, B.C. On August, 
1937, my dad, Ellwood Oliver Anderson, was 
born and farms in the Bentley district. The first 
girlin the family, Glenda, was born July 31, 1942 
and she lives in Leduc, On November 28, 1947, 
Stanley arrived. He lives in the Bentley district, 
Norman was born January 2, 1962 andhelivesa 
half mile east of us. Myrna Faye was born Sep- 
tember 1, 1956. She teaches school in the Ben- 
tley Elementary Schoo! and lives with Grandma 
and Grandpa. Finally, on October 11, 1957, 
Cheryl Lynn was born, She is the youngest and 
lives with Grandma and Grandpa 

My grandmother's mother was married 
twice. Her maiden name was Minnie Bertha 
Haarstad. She was born October 2, 1881. She 
married Ed Olson, her first husband, on Febru- 
ary 15, 1899. He was born March 24, 1868 and 
died in February of 1904. Great Grandma had 
four children from her first marriage. They were 
Gertrude, George - who died in his early teens, 
Nollie - who died at age fifteen or sixteen, and 
Edward. After her first husband died from ery- 
sipelas, she moved from the States to the Ben- 
tley district and homesteaded in 1908. On May 
19, 1910, she married Olger Johnson, who had 
come with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
Johnson, to this district in 1900. He was born 
September 2, 1886. They had six children; Gus- 
tav, who was born August 31, 1910; Olga, who 
was born July 14, 1912; Julia (my grandma) who 


was born April 26, 1914; Grace was born July 25, 
1916 and died from pneumonia when she was 
two years old. Another daughter, also named 
Grace, was born August 23, 1919 and George, 
the youngest, was born July 4, 1923. Gustav 
lives on great grandma's homestead now. 

‘On October 23, 1959, Ellwood Anderson 
married Shirley Chatwood. On July 24, 1960, 
my brother, David Gordon, was born and on 
December 21, 1962, |, Brian Lee, was born. 

UPDATE 

(On September 13, 1980, David married Holly 
Yousph. They livein the Bentley district and he 
works for Inter City Gas, north of Leslieville 
After graduation, | attended Olds College, 
studying to be a Wheat Poo! assistant manager. 
Presently | am training at the Two Hills Wheat 
Pool 





Five generations at Helen Mason's Bird birthdes 
Back row - Father, David Anderson; Grandmother, 
Helen Anderson 
Seated - L to R Great Gr 
Great-Great Grandmother, H 
Great Grandson - Tavis Dé 
ANDERSON, ELLWOOD AND SHIRLEY 
By Shirley Anderson 

|, Shirley Helen, am the eldest child of 
James and Vera Chatwood, born February 4, 
4941, at Rocky Mountain House. 

Dad, at that time, worked in sawmills and in 
the spring of 1941, we lived north of Rocky at 
John Ojas' camp. While there, a devastating 
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forest fire raged through the area, destroying 
everything in its path and we literally escaped 
with our lives. One person riat so fortunate was, 
an old prospector by the name of Tom Schulley. 
After the fire, my dad and an R.C.M». officer 
went back fo look for him and found his body 
beside his crippled dog that he had gone back to 
find - a sad ending to a colorful character! 

When we left the camp that day we stayed 
with the George Pulay family. Later we learned 
that a radio report stated that a young couple 
and infant daughter had perished in the fire. We 
truly were fortunate to be alive and better yet to 
prove the report to be false - an interesting page 
from the past! 

| attended Rocky schools until 1987, and 
then came to Bentley to attend high school. | 
originally came to spend the summer with my 
aunt and uncle, Ron and Elleen Spears. Mrs. 
Alfred Haarstad asked if | would consider 
staying with them and going to school, so 
another interesting chapter of my life began. 

Alfred and Clara were a wonderful couple 
and, although Alfred was very ill, we used to 
spend many hours playing cribbage. Itwas truly 
a great loss to both family and community when 
he passed away. 

have many happy memories of my schoo! 
days at Bentley and of the new friends and 
patticipation in school functions. One of the 
events was the annual Snow Ball. In those days, 
a teacher by the name of Miss Anderson was in 
charge of the festive event and produced many 
elaborate programs. Those of us who were in 
the pageant had to learn several folk dances to 
perform for the audience. | can stil see Fred 
Peterson trying to manoeuver his number 
twelves through the Charleston! 

Mr. Mcintosh, the music teacher, directed 
the high school in a musical play called "Aune 
Laurie” and the principal songsters were Carol 
Scoular and Clifford Herser. We even 
performed this production on T.V. 

One time Clifford Wenger and I represented 
our school in a"Jive Contest” on T.V. Ironically, 
two former schoolmates from Rocky won, but it 
was great fun. It was a sad day for many when 
the old school burned down. 

In August, 1980, | attended a schoo! reunion 
and it was great to see old friends, some whom | 
hadn't seen for twenty years, 

I worked at the Lacombe Hospital until the 
fall of 1959, when | left to marry Ellwood Oliver 
Anderson. 
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Woody is the fourthson of Gordon and Julia 
Anderson and was born August 3, 1937, at 
Bentley. He grew up on the family farm in the 


Sunset Hill district. Woody attended the 
‘one-room Sunset school walking the mile up, 
‘what is still affectionately called, the “School 
Road” 

He recalls the ball games that were played 
on the diamond west of the school, when other 
schools, such as Lockhart and Stephenson, 
would come for ball games. There was always 
the annual Christmas concert, when teacher 
and students alike, would practise excitedly for 
that special day. 

When Ellwood was a little older, in grade 
four or five, he took on the job as one of the 
janitors of the school, making sure the furnace 
was fired and the floors swept. With the money 
he earned, he bought a bow and arrow set. He 
still has it and his sons have used it 

(One of the things he remembers is the 
scraps the boys would get into and he recalls 
having to stay in after school, after one partic- 
ular fight with Melvin Vig's boys. 

Some of the teachers he remembers are 
Margaret Brooks, Don Wine, Joe Quintillio, Miss 
Erskine, Margaret Richardson and Ernest Wyatt. 

In the. middle of the school year, when he 
was in grade five or six, the school closed its 
door for the last time and the students were 
bused into Bentley to attend classes in the 
brick school 

After graduating in 1955, Woody went to 
work in the oil fields, working in different areas 
of Alberta 

(On October 23, 1959, Ellwood and | were 
married at Rocky Mountain House and had our 
reception and dance at Bentley, Dick Damron 
had a band at that time and played for our wed 
ding dance. 

We lived at Sundre, Eckville and Bentley 
and then moved to Hillcrest in the Crowsnest 
Pass for a year before moving back to Bentley. 

In the fall of 1968, we moved to our farm 
west of Bentley, in the Sunset Hills. The ‘old 
schoo!’ sits on its original site on the land west of 

‘As a child, | used to love listening to stories 
told by our elders. They talked about the Sunset 
Hills and of the ‘stills’ hidden there. | used to 
wonder where this mysterious place was and 
little did | dream that one day I would live in 
those hills but | never did find out if the ‘still 
stories’ were true 











I have always been interested in community 
affairs and some of the projects | have been 
riyolved in are the 4-H multi-project club, Town 
and Country fair board, recreation board, and 
have taught Sunday School. I've been inter- 
ested in sports and am stil playing softball with 
the Lockhart Ladies. It wouldn't be fair to men- 
tion the team without giving thanks to Sam Wet- 
el, our faithful coach, for years. I don't know 
how Edna put up with us alll 

Ellwood and I have two sons, David Gordon, 
born July 24, 1960, at Bentley and Brian Lee 
born in Bentiey December 21, 1962. David is 
very keen on sports and has represented his 
school, both regionally and provincially, in long 
distance running. Even after graduating from 
school, he has continued to participate in this 
sport. "He has run ih the led Deer Advocate 
Road Race and in the Banff to Jasper Relay 
Races in 1980 and 81. David works for Inter City 
Gas north of Leslieville as a battery operator. 
Gn September 13, 1980, he married his high 
school sweetheart, Holly Yousph, and they live 
in the Bentley district. Now, we are very proud 
grandparents to Travis David, born March 13, 
1981. Travis is now the fith generation, making 
my grandmother, Helen Mason, a great-great 
grandmother. 

Brian has always been interested ih an- 
tiques and old vehicles and has re-done an old 
1950 halt-ton truck. He hopes to restore two 
older cars. After graduation, Brian attended 
Olds College to take an Alberta Wheat Poo! as- 
sistant manager's course. After training at Two 
Hills, he is presently working for Alberta Wheat 
Pool in Bentley. 

Since coming to this community Ihaveseen 
changes to both town and country. The village 
itself has certainly grown. | can remember driv- 
ing into town and thinking, “Geo, there aren't 
many in town to-day.” Then after getting used 
to living in a smaller town and seeing probably 
the same number of cars, thinking “I wonder 
what everyone is doing in town?” My mother 
saw some further changes for, as @ teenager, 
she used to work for the Cecil Suggett and R 
Hankins familis. 

Bentley has been @ good community in 
which to live and raise our family, We are not 
considered “Trail Blazers" nor will we have the 
great stories that our true pioneers had to tell of 
the terrible hardships, struggles and happi- 
nesses they experienced while opening our 
land; neighbors helping others, with nothing but 








friendship to offer in return; and of the great 
human interest stories | never tire of hearing, 
What will we tell our grandchildren? We've had 
it relatively easy in comparison. This is one 
reason why | believe these Historical Books are 
0 important, so that our forefathers can be ho- 
nored, and for us to have the opportunity to say 
Thank you!” 


ANDERSON, GORDON AND JULIA 

Julia Alvina Johnson was born April 26, 
1914, the third child of Olger and Minnie John- 
son. She was born at home with midwives Mot- 
tia Solberg and Sophie Haarstad attending. 

Her pre-school years were spent on the 
Johnson farm where Gus Johnson presently 
lives. In those early days, Norwegian was 
spoken at home and until she started schoo! at 
seven years of age, she did not know much 
English, 

Children at that time had a variety of chores 
and odd seasonal jobs to help with. During 
haying season they walked back and forthin the 
hay racks to pack the hay down as it was re- 
moved from the fields and pitched into the 
racks. When the rack was unloaded at the stack 
the walking and packing of the hay continued. 
‘The garden was an important chore the children 
helped with. On one occasion, there was acele- 
bration in Bentley and the Solberg children had 
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to help with the garden weeding before they 
could go in to the celebration. They must have 
been eager to get their weeds pulled and join in 
the fun because in their eagerness to get the job 
done, they were less than selective and their 
pickings included tomato plants as well as 

Most of the surrounding community went 
Into town to take part in the races, tug-of-war 
and trap shooting that was held in connection 
with the celebration, These were held where the 
present ball diamond is located. 

‘Saturday was designated "Scrub Day". The 
younger children were responsible for the 
Cleaning of the chairs - each rung individually - 
and the stove and toilet, while the older ones 
scrubbed the floors. It was not common to have 
linoleum on the floors then and they were 
wooden, sometimes oiled, The Saturday scrub- 
bing began right after breakfast and later on, 
when cleaning and dinner were completed, the 
children had a bath in the wash tub, 

‘On Sunday morning the family went to 
Grace Lutheran church to services. In winter 
they travelled by bobsled or cutter and in the 
summer, by democrat, lumber wagon or buggy. 
For some years there was no church service, 
only Sunday School. Many times when the 
children got to Sunday School, it was coal soa 
fire was lit in the wood stove and the children 
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stood around until they were warm. 

Horses were an integral part of life in the 
early days, both for work and pleasure. Every 
Sunday the family would go visiting in the de- 
mocrat or lumber wagon. If they were breaking 
in a new horse at the time, they would takeit out, 
along with a good horse, to pull the democrat. 
These new, green horses would sometimes get a 
notion to kick, which would make for alively ride 
in the democrat or wagon 

Horses were not the only thing to add a bit 
of uncertainty to a journey. On one occasion, 
the family had been over visiting at the John 
Holmen home and when they were returning 
home late at night with the children lying in the 
back of the democrat, wrapped in quilts and 
probably asleep, they came to a very steep hill 
with a bridge and a curve in the road at the 
bottom. Somehow the tongue on the democrat 
fell down as they were going down the hill and 
Olger quickly jumped out, grabbed the wheel 
and turned it to prevent them going down the 
steep banks into the creek. 

Horses were all-purpose animals. One 
owned by the family was called ‘Queenie’ and 
one time the family went to a celebration in 
Hoadley and the democrat was pulled by Quee- 
nie. When they got to Hoadley, she was entered 
in the Bucking Horse Contest. Unfortunately, 
she didn't do very well at the second task. Itwas 
on this trip that Julia Johnson first tasted Shree: 
dies and strawberries. Her first impression of 
this new dish was "Not so very good" 

In her teen years, horses also provided the 
‘Sunday entertainment for the community youth. 














Hans Skionsberg Homestead 
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Teenagers would get together on thelr horses, 
some with saddles and some without, and race 
to see who had the best horse. Julla’s favorite 
horse was an old white one named” Minnie” and 
many times Julia coaxed that horseto run alittle 
faster 

Olger Johnson was somewhat of a horse 
doctor and many neighbors brought their anim- 
als to him to be treated, He chewed tobacco and 
‘one of his remedies for sore eyes in horses was 
to spit tobacco juice into them, The treatment 
worked 

The Johnson family, Julia included, at- 
tended Stephenson school from grades one to 
ine and usually walked. After finishing grade 














Hans Skionsberg home - 1902 
Hans, Helga and Martin Skionsberg and other members 
of the family. Gunhiid Johnson and infant daughter 
doorway, 











Pioneers at Martin Johnson home» 1910 


nine, Julia stayed with her sister and her 
brother-in-law, Gertrude and John Erickson, 
and took her grade ten and eleven in Bentley. 
When anew baby was born in the commun- 
ity, all the neighbors gathered atthe home of the 
WW child for a celebration. They brought a 
traditional Norwegian dish called “Kjerring 
‘Suppe" - Woman's Soup - made of sago, raisins, 
prunes, rice and lemon. Some would also bring 
cake and waffles. This tradition of celebrating 
hs was carried on through the 1920's and 
into 1930. The last one Julia remembersattend 
ing was for Morris and Clara Holmen's daughter, 
Gordon Sydney Anderson was born Febru- 
ary 27, 1914, the second youngest child of An- 
drew and Carrie Anderson, and was born 
home west of Bentley. In the early years, Gor- 
don and his brothers and sisters kept them- 
selves amused by riding horseback, playing 
games, doing some hunting and farm chores. 
Sunset Hill school, where one teacher 
taught all grades, was located one half mile 
north of the Anderson farm and is where Gordon 
attended school for the first eight years. Beside 
his school work, Gordon took his turn at Janitor- 
jal duties at the school. Interested workers 
would take the job for a month at a time, with 
payment being 15¢ a day - slightly more in win 
ter when there was a fire to tend to. A janitor's 
duties included getting to school early enough 
to stoke up the fire and, hopefully, warm the 
building before classmates arrived, dusting in 
the morning and sweeping floors at night. 
Sometimes the students would get $5.00 for 
their month's work. The pay seems low but at 
that time chocolate bars cost 5¢ and movies in 
town were 25¢, The children seldom went to 
town to see movies. 
The school was a fundamental part of the 














community. At the year’s end, there was a picnic 
for the whole community and these were usually 
held at Gull or Sylvan Lake, with families arriv- 
ing by team and wagon. One of the highlights of 
the school year was the Christmas concert the 
children presented for the community. They 
provided the entertainment, consisting of songs 
= solos and groups - plays and pantomimes. 
Gordon's part in one of these concerts was to 
sing “Swanee River" as a solo, He was dressed 
for the part with face and hands blackened by 
rubbing with burnt cork. Miss Connors, one of 
the teachers, was especially noted for her exc 
Tent concerts. She gave each of her students, 
sometimes as many as forty, a gift. Prior to the 
concert, some of the children canvassed the 
community for donations, which sometimes to- 
talled thirty or forty dotiars, and this was used to 
buy Christmas treats. Apples, oranges, peanuts 
and Christmas candy were bought for the whole 
community. 

Other events held at the school were pie and 
box socials, where pies and brightly decorated 
boxes would be auctioned. The buyer would 
then eat lunch with the owner of the pie or box. 

For grade nine, Gordon attended Stephen- 
son school and rode there on horseback. After 
grade nine he left schoo! to help with the family 
farm. In his early teens, part of his chores was to 
help his father feed the pigs, of which there were 
many. To do this, he had to carry four 5-gallon 
pails of feed - one in each hand and two on a 
yoke balanced across his shoulders. 

On April 19, 1933, Gordon and Julia were 
married in the Presbyterian manse in Red Deer. 
Their first home was a 16" x 20" building located 
‘on the AJ. Anderson farm, away from the main 
buildings. Gordon made the cupboards for their 
home from second-cut lumber, which he 
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trimmed and planed. He also made the stove 
from a ten gallon oll drum. Their home was 
small and crowded, but cozy. Their first five 
children were born while they lived in this 
house. 

In 1947, Arvie Niemela and Don Mitzner 
built a new house for the Anderson family in the 
same yard as A.J.'s house. They moved into the 
house just shortly before Stanley was born and 
in May, 1956, some years after Gordon's parents 


ANDERSON, GORDON & JULIA 


a. Clarence Myriand married 
born Sept. 17, 1933, Oct. 27, 1960 
in Bentley Rimbey Unitec 

Children 

1. Roger Allan Newman married 


born Feb. 22, 1953, 


in Rocky Mt. House Rimbey Unites 


Children: Wendy Anne Newman born June 24, 


Joanne Linda born Oct. 11, 1975 


2. Karen Gail Newman 
born Jan. 3, 1956 
in Red Deer 

Children: Tanya Gail Gross - August 4, 1975 


Jan. 4, 1974 


8. Della Ruby Anderson 
born Dec. 12, 1961 


in Rimbey 
b. Dennis Laverne married 
born Nov. 25, 1934 May 20, 1964 


in Bentley Episcopalian 
Children: Kristina Laura - March 18, 1965 
Shireen Denise - March 1, 1968 

Kimberley Rae - Dec. 23, 1972 

Jayme Julia - Sept. 17, 1976 


¢. Ronald James 
born Mar. 26, 1936 


married 
Nov, 19, 1958 
Fort St. John, 
Children: Graham Herschel - Oct. 11, 1960 - G 
Rhonda Lee - June 8, 1963 - Fort St. John 

Timothy Gordon - Nov. 9, 1967 - Fort St. John 


d. Ellwood Oliver 
born Aug. 3, 1936 
in Bentley 


married 
Oct. 23, 1959 
Presbyterian 
Rocky Min. Hi 


March 18, 1972 





had passed away, they moved into the big house 
where his parents had lived 

In December, 1980, Gordon and Julia pur 
chased the house Gary and Linda Peterson and 
their family had been living in and moved it to 
their farm. With renovations and additions, this 
house should be completed by the end of 1981 

(Over the years, Gordon and Julia bore and 
raised ten children. A resume of their names, 
births, marriages and families follows: 





Ruby June Newman 
born June 16, 1932 


xd Churen in Calgary 


Edith Anne Kemmis 
born Jan. 7, 1953 
xd Church 


1972 


Randolph Cross 


Rimbey Lutheran Church 


Maureen Laura Bradfield 


born Feb. 21, 1940 
Tehran, Iran Chestfield, England 
‘Sandra Mell Neighbor 
born Apr. 30, 1940 
B.C. Edmonton 


rande Prairie 


Shirley Chatwood 
born Feb. 4, 1941 


Children 
1 David Gordon married Sept. 13, 1980 
born July 24, 1960 United Church 


Innistail 
Children: Travis David - March 9, 1981 


2, Brian Lee 
born Dec. 21, 1962 


e. Glenda May married 
born July 30, 1942 Oct. 27, 1961 
Trinity United Lutheran 
Red Deer 


Children: Shelley Loree - November 2, 1963 - Edmonton 
Vincent Lorne - October 22, 1966 - Edmonton 

Jeina Maye - March 23, 1970 - Edmonton 

Nathan Gordon - August 25, 1972 - New Westminster, B.C. 


f. Stanley Allan married 
born Nov. 28, 1947 July 7, 1967 
in Lacombe Bentley United 


Children: Juanita Irene - March 11, 1968 
Patrick Allan - August 25, 1968 - died Nov, 10, 1974 
Gordon William - January 1, 1974 

Kelly Lee - October 2, 1975 


g. Norman Arnold married 
born Jan. 2, 1952 Sept. 11, 1972 
Lacombe Red Deer 


Children: Brant William - September, 20, 1972 
Troy Gordon - June 17, 1974 
Trisha Julia - March 28, 1978 


h. Allan Douglas married 
born June 30, 1954 Oct. 27, 1973 
in Lacombe United Church Bentley 


Children: Angela Jean - February 3, 1974 - Lacombe 
Clayton Jay - May 28, 1978 - Lacombe 


i. Myrna Fay 
born Sept. 1, 1956 
Lacombe 

i. Cheryl Lynn married 
born Oct. 11, 1957 May 16, 1981 


Lacombe Lutheran Church Bentley 


Holly Edna Yousph 
born Dec. 23, 1959 
Three Hills 


John Lorne Kangas 
born Oct. 11, 1940 


Jeanie Irene Blanchard 
born June 19, 1947 
Dawson City, Yukon 


Valerie Lorraine Patapott 
born Sept. 3, 1952 
Grande Prairie 


Debbie Ann Beisal 
born June 28, 1956 
Lacombe 


Eldon S. Stad 
born Nov. 11, 1957 
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ANDERSON, JACK AND HELEN 
By Helen Anderson 

‘Jack Anderson and Helen Leeti, from Syl- 
van Lake, were married July, 1957 and moved to 
the land Jack had bought in 1956, from Norman 
Thompson. Jack spent the first four winters 
working on the oil rigs, which were in the area. 

‘Their first child, Debra, was born Noveriber 
10, 1958. Three other children, Barbara ~ August 
48, 1961; Faye - August 21, 1965 and Trent - 
January 31, 1971 were added to the family and 
the children all went to schoo! in Bentley. Deb 
went to college in Regina to train for a Dental 
Nurse and is presently working for a dentist in 
Red Deer. Barb is going to college in Olds ands. 
taking Fashion Mechanizing Tech. Faye is in 
grade 10 and Trent in grade 5, both going to 
Bentley. The children are very athletic. 

The family enjoy being together, the girls 
liking to come back to the farm after a week in 
the city. Helen enjoys sewing and also doesalot 
of garden and yard work. Jack enjoys doing 
farm work and has a herd of cattle. 


ANDERSON, JOHN HENRY | 
by Gladys Calkins 

John Henry Anderson was born January 25, 
1883 in Kindred, North Dakota. He was one of 
seven children born to Carl and Eva Anderson of 
North Dakota. His parents originally came from 
‘Sweden, He came to the Camrose area about 
11903, working in coal mines and odd jobs, going 
back to North Dakota in the slack season mak- 
ing enough money to prove on his homestead. 
He applied for his homestead near Roundhill, 
Alberta on February 28, 1905, receiving the 
title December 3, 1908. 

Johr. "vas a steam engineer, working on 
threshing rigs and breaking land, He had several 
steam threshing outfits. 

He was a crack shot in his earlier years and 
loved to fish and hunt. | remember more than 
‘one magpie he shot from the kitchen door, He 
worked very hard. 

‘On December 16, 1914 he married Mabel 
Rosella Pederson of Bentley, Alberta. She was 
born in South Dakota, May 8, 1896, moving to 
Alberta in August 1912 with her parents, Goe 
and Emma Pederson, two sisters Clara and Ida 
and a brother Elmer; also her Grandparents, Es- 
ter and Ragnild Bergo. The Bergo’s came from 
Norway when Emma was five years old. They 
are buried in the Vig Cemetery. 








John and Mabel lived on the homestead at 


Roundhill until July 1918 when they moved to 
the Forshee area 12 miles north-west of Bent- 
ley, on the N.W. 26-81-2-5th, where they 
farmed until retiring in Bentley April 1945, 

They had five daughters, Gladys born at 
Roundhill, January 20, 1917; Ruby born at Ben- 
tley December 14, 1918; Eva, born June 26, 
1921 (She passed away August 24, 1928 from 
spinal meningitis.}; Twins, Doris and Dora born 
July 17, 1923. 

Gladys married Elmer Calkins in Lacombe, 
December 10, 1936, moving to Bentley where 
they still reside. They have three girls, Donna, 
Janet and Gail 

Ruby married Oliver Hicks December 16, 
1939, living on the Ben Hicks farm until her pass~ 
ng away September 29, 1944 when her daugh- 
ter Janet was born. Janet was raised by Gladys 
and Elmer Calkins 

Doris married Thomas Bourke Tackaberry 
of Grimshaw, Alberta, January 3, 1945, They 
have one son John and live in Grimshaw. 

Dora married Don MacLean, October 12, 
1951. They have one daughter Janice, Dora re- 
sides in Calgary. 

In about 1925-26 John had a sawmill on his 














John Anderson and 1924 Model T Ford on hunting tri, 


farm where people from the surrounding area 
brought logs to be made into lumber. He also did 
custom threshing for years, going as far as 
Rimbey. These were busy but enjoyable years. 

In March 1957, Mabel had a stroke and was 
hospitalized for some time. As they could not 
manage alone they sold their house and moved 
into a suite in their daughter and son-in-law's 
house; Gladys and Elmer Calkins. 

Jobn lived here until his death March 18, 
1963, at the age of 80 years. He had Parkinsons 
disease for sixteen years and was an invalid the 
last few years of his life. 

In 1965 Gladys and Elmer sold their house 
land schoo! bus business, moving into a new 
house on the south side of town. Mabel bought a 
house of her own and still resides there alone, 
She looks after her garden and has many scrap 
books as a hobby. She is 85 years old as of May 
8, 1981 


ANDERSON, WILFRED AND FAMILY 
By Wilfred Anderson 

Iwas born in Sault Ste, Marie, Michigan, or 

Lock City, as it was also called, in the County of 

Chippewa, U.S.A., on January 23, 1911. | was 

the eldest son in a family of six children born to 


John Anderson and wife, Mabel, and daughters, 


Gladys, Dora and Doris 


1951 
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James Richard and Margaret May Anderson, 
who were residents of Lock City, 

It was known as Lock City because it con- 
trolled all the boat traffic from Port Arthur, now 
known as Thunder Bay, at the west end of Lake 
Superior, going through the canal system there. 
The lock sections were long enough to hold 
‘ocean going vessels. They were equipped with 
gates at each end in order to change the level of 
the water to raise or lower boats from one level 
to another, allowing them to proceed through 
the St. Mary's River into Lake Huron, and so 
through the waterways to the Atlantic. 

In 1918, we moved to Thessalon, Ontario, 
where my father worked as a saw filer and mill 
wright in a sawmill for a short time. 

‘That fall, after the Armistice was signed, the 
rage was "Go West, young man, go West!”, sohe 
left for Tyvan, Saskatchewan, and worked 
through harvest, then sent for the rest of the 
family. 

We lived in Tyvan for approximately 11 ye 
ars, then moved to Regina, and from there to 
Calgary in 1923. 

‘My dad had always wanted to farm, and so 
at this time, decided to homestead at Breton, 
Alberta. He was planning to leave the family in 
Calgary, build a house, clear land, and so on, 
before moving the family to Breton. 

Mother refused to be left alone with the fam- 
ily any more, so the night before he was to leave 
for Breton, Mother packed her suitcase and 
went back to Regina, where she got a job cook- 
ing on a bridge construction gang for the 
government. 

‘As Dad could not take care of the family and 
work, we were placed in a children’s shelter. 
After four months the family became wards of 
Welfare as no one had paid any money for our 
keep. When Mother heard this she came back to 
Calgary and found a home for us in a small 
hamlet by the name of Frankburg, tenmiles east 
of High River. Here | finished school and at the 
age of 17 decided to get out on my own. | got a 
job on the same construction crew where 
Mother was cooking. 

After two years on bridge construction | 
‘came to Calgary and drove a gas truck for aman 
by the name of Percy Preston. 

‘The following year | went to work for the 
Arctic Oil Company, which was a bulk oil and 
service station. | worked there for four years and 
during the last year | met Stina Vig (her maiden 


name) and we were married on July 25, 1983, in 
Calgary. 

‘Stina was born on October 26, 1910, to Os- 
car and Mollie Vig, at their farm home. She was 
‘educated at the Stephenson School, 

When we wore married, Stina had three 
children by a previous marriage. These were, 
Floyd Anderson, who lives in Calgary and at 
present is an accountant for an oil company; 
Ramona, who is married to Ed Langmuirin Ben- 
tley where they operate an upholstery business; 
and Audrey Anderson, who passed away in 
1936. 

In the Fall of 1933 we decided to move to 
Peace River with the intention of taking up a 
homestead, but with water conditions the way 
they were; no wells and just dug outs to catch 
rainfall; besides lack of funds; we decided 
against it 

I went to work for a farmer by the name of 
Art Carter, Stina and family stayed with them in 
their house. Wages were at that time one dollar 
per day plus room and board for our family. 
‘They had no children of their own, but accepted 
Stina and children into their home, and treated 
them as their own family. Thanks to such people 
cannot be put into words. 

We came back to Bentley in the Spring of 

1934 and settled on brother Clifford Vig's farm, 
the S.E. -18-40-2-W. Sth. 
We bought a few cows, chickens and pigs and 
stayed there until 1939. During that time, 
Lawrence Anderson was born on June 9, 1936, 
and Lorraine Anderson was born on October 27, 
1937. 

In 1941 | joined the army. The children and 
Stina stayed on Clifford's place until the war was. 
over, and | returned home in October, 1946. 

in 1947 we bought Emil Rud's farm, which 
had been homesteaded by Lars Bjornson, the 
NE, 18-40-2-W, 5th. 

We had one more child who was born May 
23, 1949. He was James Anderson, better known 
as Jim. 

Floyd and Ramona took all their schooling 
at Stephenson School. Lorraine and Jim went 
part time to Stephenson, and when the bus sys- 
tem came in, they went to Bentley School, 

Lawrence married Charlotte Spears. He is 
now working for the County of Lacombe asroad 
maintenance man at Eckville, 

Lorraine married Bill Stevenson. Sheis now 
the Administrator for the Village of Bentley 

Jim married Lee Suggett and is working for 





the Alberta Wheat Pool as a Public Relations 
man. They live in Vermilion. 

Stina and I lived on the farm until 1973, then. 
sold it to Barry Woods and bought a house in 
Bentley from Mr. Wyberg. We paid $20,000.00 
for it at the time, which was considered a high 
price, We are now retired and enjoying it to the 
ful 


Wifred Anderson second World War 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 
by Dorothy Hopkins 


St. Mary's Anglican church was founded 
January 10, 1910 and was dedicated June 23 of 
that same year. | understand it was never 
consecrated, which meant it was never entirely 
out of debt. 

The church was situated at the south-east 
corner of what is now 47th street and 50th 
avenue in the village, where Selma Bergeson 
lives. 

The first Rector was Rev. James 
Watt-Thompson, who was here from 1911-13, 
and he was under the supervision of Rev. A. J. 
Patstone of Lacombe. 

After the first years, the church was served 
from St. Cyprians church in Lacombe and | am 
rot sure in what year the church was closed but 
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do know that my two oldest boys were 
‘christened there in 1931. 


ATTEMA FAMILY, PIETER 
By Mrs, Stolte 

Pieter Attema was born May 14, 1924 in 
Doesburg, Holland. Jitske Talsma was born 
October 1, 1925 in Oudkerk, Holland and they 
were married April 13, 1948 in Oudkerk. 

‘Since there was no chance at that time, due 
to the second world war, to get a business or 
place of our own in Holland we decided to go to 
‘Canada, We were sponsored by Clarence and 
Minnie Talsma, my uncle and aunt. We sailed 
from Rotterdam May 7, 1948, arrived in Quebec 
City May 18th and at the uncle's farm on the 
22nd 

After a week there, Pieter started working 
for Herold and Rea Peterson, 2 miles west and 1 
mile south of Bentley. 

During our stay at the Peterson’s, Frank was 
born, March 20, 1949 and Albert May 27, 1950. 
When Albert was born we barely made it to the 
hospital in time as the car was in the garage in 
Bentley and Pete couldn't find his shoes. Herold 
came to the rescue and volunteered to take me 
to the hospital. The road west of Bentley was 
under construction, which meant a detour 
across the field. We lost the track so Herold 
had to cut the fence in order to get back on 
the road. The trip was finished safely and just 
in time. 

In 1951 Pieter started working for Ken 
Henderson, 1 mile east of Lacombe, and we 
lived in @ double garage for 4 months until the 
house which Mr. Henderson had on another 
farm could be moved and we could take posses- 
sion, Our daughter Theresa was born there Jan- 
vary 23, 1952, 

In April 1953, Pete, together with R. Klop- 
stra, bought the trucking business from Klaas 
‘Salamons of Bentley. We moved to a house on 
the Max Moore farm but only stayed there 2 
months and then moved to Bentley, where we 
lived in several houses before buying one. 

In 1954 Pete bought R. Klopstra's interest in 
the trucking business. Doing the Bentley dray- 
ing, hauling coal and grain and driving the 
school bus twice a day was very hectic at times. 

The family increased to six with the birth of 
Alfred on January 27, 1954; Ena, October 24, 
1955; Dorothy, January 9, 1958; and Peter, May 
17, 1962. By that time we had bought a house, 
and acquired a new truck and a good car. 











Ladies of the Analican church - 1913 


It was almost too good to be true and we 
were thankful for it and happy together, but on 
June 28, 1963, everything changed. Pete lost his 
life in a truck accident on No. 2 highway near 
Carstairs and 17-year-old David McGregor was 
killed in the same accident. 

It seemed our life almost fell apart at that 
time. In 1965 we sold the old house, which mea- 
sured 20 x 20 and was getting too small for our 
family so we built a new house on 50th Avenue 
and moved in late September 1965. 

July 9, 1868 | was married to John Stolte, a 
dairy farmer, so we moved to his farm § miles 
east and 4'4 miles south of Bentley. 

October 31, we faced another tragedy 
Alfred, who was 17 years of age, lost his life 
through a Hallowe'en prank on a country road 
close to Blackfalds. 

Two years later, John had to quit farming 
due to arthritis, so we moved to Bentley again. 
John’s youngest son stayed on the farm and 
married in 1974. He is still milking cows. 

Frank Attema, the oldest son, married 
Donna May Reed from Lacombe and they have 3 
girls, Jennifer, Krista and Lisa. Frank is a char- 
tered accountant in Red Deer. Albert is a sales- 
man for Beaver Plastics in Edmonton ands stil 
single, Theresa is married to Rolf Helbig. They 
live in Mississauga, Ontario and have no child- 
ren. Rolfis a consultantin Toronto. Enaisin Red 
Deer and does secretarial work. Dorothy is mar- 
ried to Jack Magtegall of Stony Plain. They now 


live in Edmonton and have a daughter, Chery! 
Jack is a heavy-duty mechanic and welder. Pe- 
ter is working for a dairy farmer near Lacombe 
and hopes to own his own farm in the future. 


AUSTIN, O 


Mr. and Mrs. Orley Austin and family, Win- 
nifred and Chester, lived for some years in the 
Rainy Creek district on S.E. 20-39-1-5, now 
owned by Ronald Nelson. The hill along the east 
side is still known by local residents as the Aus- 
tin Hill. Mrs. Austin taught the Carritt Schoo! for 
a time. They held a sale in December 1925 and 
left the district to make their home in B.C. 


BAILLIE, WILLIAM (BILL) AND HARRIET 
By Mabel Spycher 

This pioneer couple came west to the 
Bentley area about 1905. Bill came to Canada 
from Jamaica, where he owned and managed a 
banana plantation, and Harriet was originally 
from England. They met in Ontario and together 
travelled west along with hersmall daughter, Ivy 
Blanche Whittaker. 

They settled on the “Sullivan Place” as it 
was known then and | understand this is the 
farm now owned by Fred Vert. "Grandpa" Baillie 
also owned some land that was later sold to 
Orion Pike. 

In 1910 they moved further west to the 
Lundberg farm, which isnow occupied by Philip 
Gyori, and this was to be their home until 1928. 
He died that year in the Bentley hospital, which 
at that time was on the main street of the village 
and is now owned by the Malloy family. 

‘A daughter, Gwendoline, was born in March 
1911 and both their daughters attended Sunset 
School and | can remember my mother, Ivy, 
talking about her school days and one of her 
teachers, Mr. Robinson, 

Many colorful stories have been told about 
“Old Bill” Baillie and | know for sure that he was 
‘a maker of moonshine, but since | was only 2 
years old when he died, | do not remember him, 
and therefore cannot truthfully relate any 
stories about him. ! would imagine there are a 
few old timers still around that would remember 
him well 

After my grandfather's death, my 
grandmother moved around quite a bit, keeping 
house for various people. | remember she kept 
house for several years for a Mr. Chessor, who 
lived at Lacombe on the property which is now 
‘occupied by the Beef Unit of the Lacombe 
Research Station, and, incidentally, where my 
youngest brother, Darrell Neal, and his family 
now live. 

Eventually, Grandma moved to Ontario, 


where she met and married a gentleman by the 
name of Harry Snowdon and they lived in 
Hamilton, Ontario, for a few years. He passed 
away in the 1950's and she went to Toronto to 
live with her daughter, Gwen, who had married 
George Cleveland of the Morningside district. 
When he enlisted and was stationed at Camp 
Borden, Gwen and their 6 children moved east 
so they could be together as much as was 
possible in those days. George served overseas 
in North Africa and on his return home, they 
settled in Scarborough - a suburb of Toronto. 
Grandma lived with them until her passing in 
1961 

Uncle George suffered a stroke and was 
bedridden for some time before his death in the 
late 1960's. Aunt Gwen and her youngest son 
and his family now live in Markham, Ontario, 
and all her other children are in the Toronto 

Ivy grew up and worked on the homestead, 
sometimes taking the place of a hired man, as 
‘was so often the practise in the early days, and 
worked as a hired girl for neighbors, even 
getting as far away from home as to work for the 
Henry Peterson family in the Rainy Creek area 

In the meantime, she was corresponding 
with a young man by the name of John Neal, 
through the Maple Leaf Club. He had come to 
Canada from Liverpool, England to his uncle's 
place in Saskatchewan. After working there fora 
while he went to Cranbrook, B.C. and was 
‘employed by the C.P.R. and then moved to 
Lethbridge and worked for a Dutch family in 
irrigation farming. In 1925 he made his way to 
Bentley and finally met Ivy Baillie, with whom he 
had been corresponding for some time. 

In 1926 they were married and went to work 
for the late Walter Riddle and eventually worked 
for Phil and Marjorie Matthews of the Chapel 
district, north of Bentley. In the early 1930's they 
moved to Lacombe and for many years worked 
for the Henderson brothers in the Lakeside 
district south-east of Lacombe, 
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During the years 1940-1945 my Dad served 
in the army.as acook. Itwas during this time that 
Mother took seriously ill and, after a lengthy 
illness, passed away in Edmonton on August 6, 
1945 at the age of forty, 

‘After receiving his discharge, Father came 
home to work at various occupations for the 
next few years. He ran a bakeshop for a while; 
ran the hotel coffee shop when the late Joe and 
Evelyn Morrisroe owned the hotel and was also 
bookkeeper and front-end man for Lawrence 
Greif and Elmer Calkins when they owned the 
corner garage, where Bentley Agencies is now 
located. He also drove a school bus and did the 
bookkeeping for eighteen years for Elmer Cal- 
kins, when Elmer owned and operated the 
school buses. 

Father also served as secretary of the local 
branch of the Royal Canadian Legion for fifteen 
years and from 1989 to 1970was the administra- 
tor of the Bentley Municipal Hospital, a job he 
thoroughly enjoyed until his retirement. Henow 
resides in the Senior Citizen’s Lodge in La- 
combe, where he enjoys reasonably good 
health and is able to travel occasionally to visit 
relatives and friends in more distant places, 

‘Asa family, there were seven of usas well as, 
an adopted brother, Harold, who died on active 
service in February, 1945, while serving as a 
Flight Sergeant (Bdr.) in the R.C.AF. over 
Germany. 

‘Our family, from the eldest to the youngest, 
is made up of: Mabel - married to Chris Spycher 
and living in the Bentley area; Joan - married to 
Donald Dickau and also living at Bentley; Gwen 
= married to Mike Szoke (formerly of Bentley) 
and now living at Revelstoke, B.C.; Daizie - a 
widow and residing in Ottawa, Ontario; Howard 
= married to Jean Sinclair from Cochrane, Al- 
berta and now living in Calgary; Shirley ~ mar- 
ried to Tony Szoke (formerly of Bentley) and 
now living at Rocky Mountain House, Alberta; 
Darrel - married to Lorraine Szmaciarz of Trail, 
B.C. and living at Lacombe. 

There are twenty-six grandchildren and 
thirteen great grandchildren as well as 5 step- 
grandchildren and 1 step great grandchild. 


BALOG FAMILY, JOHN 
By June Norvila 
Canada needed immigrants and promised 

to be the “land of opportunity for everyone”, 
with an abundance of jobs just waiting for those 








who would work and wanted to make their 
fortunes. With a lack of land available to the 
young people coming up and few jobs available, 
why not go to Canada and make your fortune? 
John James Balog, born in 1899 the son of a 
brick layer, having two brothers and one sister, 
who felt there was little opportunity for him in 
his native Hungary, came to Canada at the age 
of 28, leaving behind him, Irene, his wife of 8 
years and two young daughters. After 
embarking from the ship in June 1927 that took 2 
weeks to make the trip and having landed in 
Quebec, he had to cross Canada alone, by train. 
not knowing @ word of English or having a 
“friend in the world”, He came as far west as 
Calgary, working along the way, as were many 
other immigrants at that time 

‘After helping with harvest inthe Hanna area 
he felt he had enough to send for his wite, irene, 
and 7 year old Rosie and 8 year old Mary. He had 
been separated from them for a year. Irene and 
the girls landed in Antwerp in August of 1928 
and came to Lacombe by train where they were 
met by the Bentley lumber yard manager as 
arranged by John. John had a homestead north 
of Gull Lake, where they lived for a few months. 
The women were left at home to prepare for the 
coming winter, while the men, some of them 
travelling around together to find work, tried to 
get the finances in order. 

The family moved to Bowden for 2 years, 
where again John did brushing and helped with 
harvest. In 1929, John was able to buy his first 
car, a model "T” touring car that was enclosed 
only by canvas. A great achievement! in 1931 
they again moved and settled in Calgary. That 
year a third girl, Emma, was born. Irene ran a 
boarding house, where as many as 15 or 16men 
who were on relief, would pay a 25 cent token 
per night for their bed. The tokens were 
collected by Irene and cashed in at City Hall 
Irene was able to save up enough money from 
the tokens to help make the down payment ona 
second carin 1932, a 1927 "Whippet", which was 
‘completely enclosed! Whilein Calgary, John did 
masonry and brick work, the trade he had 
learned in the "Old Country” from his father. 
After 2 years in Calgary they again moved and 
settled in the Boyle District. This move was ne- 
cessary because, with the Depression, there 
was no more work available in the city. They 
were again foreigners in a new area, as most in 
the area were of Scandinavian descent and had 
‘come to the area much earlier, (1902 or so), and 


they were much more settled. There werenames 
like: Anderson, Brattburg, Carlson 
Christianson, Haarstad, Hilstad, Johanson, 
Peterson, Skjonsberg, Solberg, Vig, and Wyatt 
They had made up their minds to learn the 
English language though, andby listening to the 
radio, trying to talk to neighbors, and by 
insisting that the children use English at home, 
they were able to make new friends once more. 
Irene even went so far as to have a friend, Mrs. 
Brewster, tutor her in the language! The oldest 
daughter, Rosie, had not been able to start 
school until the age of 9as shehad to attend one 
year of school to learn the English language, 
before being admitted to school. One more 
obstacle, overcome! Once again, John was 
clearing land and helping others with their 
harvest. They lost their “Whippet” car when they 
had to choose between spending $40 for the car 
payment or spending it on groceries for the 
winter. They chose groceries. 

Alter living in numerous houses offered 
them free of rent in the Boyle and Rainy Creek 
districts (at which time the 2 oldest girls shuttled 
back and forth between the Boyle and Carritt 
schools depending on their present location) 
they were able to buy their first farm in 1936, and 
were able to build their own house. It was situ- 
ated on a quarter section of what had been 
C.P.R. land, 3 miles west and /smile south of the 
present Rainy Creek Center. There they started 
breaking their own land. They had a plow, drill 
harrows, mower, binder, and wagon, and 1 team 
of horses. Much bartering and loaning of both 
equipment and manual labor, was both helpful 
and necessary to keep both the family and sur- 
rounding neighbors going. A boy, Albert, was 
born to the family in 1937. For buildings they 
had a 20’ x 24" lumber house, a log barn with a 
straw roof, an ice house, a chicken coop, a 
‘smoke house, and a pump house, and needless 
to say the old ‘outhouse’”, all bullt within 2years, 
Water was hauled trom Sylvan Lake in two or 
three wooden barrels (no lids so a lot was 
splashed out along the way) on a wagon or 
stone boat pulled by the team. Livestock in- 
cluded geese, turkeys, and chickens as well as 
10 head of cattle (6 milking cows and their 
calves), and some pigs. The cattle were herded 
out to grazein the mornings and brought back in 
at night by the girls; hopefully they could find 
them and get them back home beforeit got dark! 
Since there were no fences, sometimes this 
posed a problem. They did have their own gar- 
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den and did hunt rabbits and partidges, but no 
big game, to add to thelr own butchered meat. 
They grew wheat, barley and green feed. 
When the threshing crews got together, they 
not only got the neighbors and surrounding 
area crops harvested, but they were a socializ~ 
ing event and an extravaganza of food, as set 
out by the women folk. At this time, John cut 
thistles along the roadside for the county, to 
pay his land taxes. (H.P. Hansen was then the 
councillor for their area.) 

Both the Carritt and Boyle schools con- 
sisted of 1 room with an olled wood floor and 
a big stove for heat, with of course the outside 
biffy and a small barn for horses. They catered 
to children from grades 1 through 9, (not al- 
ways inclusive), with an average of 30 - 32 stu- 
dents for the 1 teacher. Some of the teachers 
names were: Mr. Laycock, Mr. Layton, Miss 
Helen Nielson (later to become Mrs. Farewell), 
Miss Annie Simpson and Miss Jean Simpson. 
School hours were 9:30 - 3:30, and although 
most kids walked to school up to 2 - 2% miles, 
sometimes when it was very cold, with snow- 
banks up to their waists, they were very sel- 
dom, if ever, late for class. Shortcuts to school 
through big timber, etc. were in order and of- 
ten provided lots of room for entertainment on 
the way home. Some children did ride horses 
to school, another event bringing back many 
fond memories to those receiving their educa- 
tion at that time. The Boyle school was ‘4 mile 
north and 1 mile west of the Balog farm (4 
miles straight west of the present Rainy Creek 
Center). The girls also talk of trading school 
work for someone elses lunch that had a real 
treat init, like a banana or a chocolate bar. Most 
schools had softball and hockey teams (it took 
‘everyone in the school almost to play) and the 
Carritt school also had a basketball team, 
complete with their own ‘special’ uniforms! 

Even though there was much work to be 
done, like hauling in wood for the night, milking, 
feeding the pigs, seeding and harvesting, all the 
household tasks and other menial labor. the 
family was left to do a lot of it alone, as John 
worked out timbering a lot of the time. Still there 
was time for entertainment and socializing by 
alll Practically every Sunday was spent in pic- 
nics by the lake with friends, with a big dinner 
consisting of homemade ice cream, marble 
cake, etc., which followed the big pot of pork 
and beans and 4 or § fried chickens. A full after- 
noon of visiting and games usually followed. 
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Barn dances during the winter and always fol- 
lowing the completion of someone’s new barn, 
with community musicians, was always a great 
‘event. Skating on the lake, after spending the 
greater part of the day clearing it, was also rated 
high on the list of “fun things to do”. Christmas 
concerts at the school and the schoo! picnic at 
the end of the year, were always big events that 
involved the entire community. For the school 
picnic, everyone took lunch and there was al- 
ways more homemade ice-cream! Saturdays 
were grocery buying days. The family, often ac- 

d by extra kids, would load into the 
Ford and head to Sylvan Lake and the 
movies! For 25 cents/adult and 10 cents/child, 
you could see the great actors such as Greta 
Garbo, Clark Gable, Shirley Temple, Roy Rog- 
ers, Hop-a-long Cassidy, Gene Autry and many, 
‘many others. An extra nickel for candy or an ice 
‘cream cone was often an added treat. With very 
few telephones in the area, and no bicycles, etc. 
an evening at home was often spent listening to 
the battery radio with Wilf Carter and other ce- 
lebrities — after all the chores and work was 
done! The mail came through 3times aweek and 
was delivered to the Balog mail box !2 mile from 
the house. J.C. Carrit was the mailman at that 
time, and he would also deliver groceries to you 
if you were able to catch him before he left town. 
(Phones were handy here!) 

Medical emergencies were quite another 
thing! Dr. Henry, an old Army doctor, could fix 
almost anything, besides pulling teeth, Hehad a 
2 story house in Bentley, which acted as the 
hospital. When youngest daughter Emma fell off 
a horse in 1988 and broke her wrist, he was the 
‘one who set it. 1938 was not a good year for the 
Balog family. John also suffered a very bad trac- 
tor accident when a steel-lugged tractor that 
had been sawing wood, was trying to move a 
granary and slipped into reverse instead of a 
forward gear, andsmashed him back against the 
granary, pulled him onto the ground running 
over him again and doing still greater damage to 
him. The nearest phone was 2 miles away and 
‘when Dr, Henry was contacted he came out and 
splinted John up and took him back to Bentley 
with him. Besides having varied and multiple 
bruises and abrasions, among the most serious 
were his smashed jaw and a hip completely 
Pulled out of place. He was not given much 
chance of survival. Dr. Henry did do amarvelous 
job of wiring up his jaw, when others said it 
couldn't be done, and John, being a stubborn 








Hungarian, was determines to get over it andbe 
on his feet again. He wasn asling, not on a bed, 
for 6 weeks and was fed liquids through a hose 
where a tooth of his had been knocked out. A Dr. 
Hynes from Lacombe came out to see what 
progress John was making, as it proved to be 
a remarkable feat - both what Dr. Henry was 
doing, and of John’s progress! Dr. Henry had 
to send for many supplies from Edmonton to 
treat John’s condition. Home care for John 
was another very long and painstaking ordeal 
for all concerned. It was a full year before 
John could again work, but because he could 
rho longer work on the farm, he eventually had 
to again move his family. In 1942, after being 
on the farm only 6 years, they had an auction 
sale and moved into Sylvan Lake, where John 
had been able to do masonry work since his 
accident. No unemployment or disability pen- 
sions then! 

In the meantime, the oldest daughter, 
Rosie, was married to Ronald Nelson, a farmer 
from the Rainy Creek district, in 1940 and the 
second daughter, Mary, was married to 
Domokos (Domy) Nagy in 1941, also an area 
farmer, and both continued to reside in the 
district. 

John and Irene and the 2 youngest children 
lived in Syivan Lake for § years, where John 
constructed sidewalks for the town and also 
stuccoed the first two-toned stucco housein the 
area. The house was an attraction that many 
people would go by, just to see. He also built 
fireplaces, one of which was in the old Varsity 
Hall, that has just recently been torn down. 
(Someone purchased the fireplace and moved it 
Intact.) He also worked on many other houses. 
Emma finished her schooling in Sylvan. 

In 1947, they moved to Edmonton where 
John continued to work at his trade, and his son. 
Albert, finished his schooling and got married 
John and Irene bought a little country store 
(Hillcrest General Store) which was on Highway 
#43, near Alberta Beach. There they served as 
Post office, bus depot, gas station and corner 
store to the local people and travellers, alike. 
John passed away in June 1963 and in the late 
fall Irene moved back into Edmonton, where she 
currently resides in very good health in a Senior 
Citizens high rise. 

Rose married Ronald Erle Nelson, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred C. Nelson of the Rainy 
Creek District. They have continually resided 
in the district, mixed farming, since their mar- 








Hauling water in 1940. Driver Rose (Balog) Nelson, 





riage in 1940. They had three children: Leslie, 
who passed away in 1946 at the age of 19 
months; June, who married Paul Norvila in 
1965, (a farmer from the Outlet District north 
of Bentley) where they presently reside with 
their 2 children, Terrence and Tamara; and 
John, who is a qualified mechanic, presently 
in car sales for a Lacombe company, who mar- 
ried Holly Miller of the Biackfalds district in 
1978. They now live on land owned by John's 
parents on the North shore of Sylvan Lake, 1! 
miles from his parents farm home. 

‘The second daughter, Mary, who married 
Domy Nagy in 1941, has also remained in the 
area in the Durham District, also mixed farming, 
They had 2 girls: Helen, who passed away at the 
age of 17 in 1961; and Julie, who married Paul 
Ree in 1973, a farmer from the Stephenson 
District west of Bentley. They have 2 children, 
Daren and Nikki 

Emma, the youngest daughter, married to 
Larry E. Smith of Edmonton, has 4 children, 
Mark, the oldest boy, now lives in Red Deer. The 
eldest daughter, Marlaine, married Dave 
‘Stephenson of the Stephenson district west of 
Bentley, in 1978, where they mixed farm. They 
have one son, Kyle. Diane, the youngest 
daughter, is also married to a farmer, Ken 
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Dobos, as of 1979, of the Lockhart District 
west of Bentley and they also have one son, 
Ryan. Randy, the youngest son, is still in the 
area waiting to be called to join the RCMP. 
shortly. Emma's first husband passed away in 
1976. She remarried in 1979 to Floyd Nelson, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Nolson of the Carri 
District. Floyd had resided in Medicine Hat un- 
til his wife's passing. Now Emma and Floyd re- 
side on a farm in the Rainy Creek District 

John's son, Albert, who had belonged to the 
Air Force Reserve for 4 years after finishing his 
schooling, worked at various jobs in the city of 
Edmonton until he joined the City of Edmonton 
Fire Department where he has served for the 
past 18 years and presently is serving. He 
married Wendy Hervey in 1966, They have 2 
sons, Mitchell and Martin. 

All the joys and heartaches, fears and good 
times! All the changes! John Balog would be 
proud of his descendants if he could “just see 
them now! 





John Balog Family - 1985. 


BAUMBACH FAMILY 
By Glen Baumbach 
Jacob Baumbach was born in Olivet, South 
Dakota on January 26, 1888, His parents, John 
and Margaret Baumbach, of German ancestory 
emigrated to the U.S.A. from the Crimea in 





Baumbach family going to Outlet Schoo! in 1952, 





about 1877. They had 12 children. Margaret died 
in 1893, He re-married in 1894 and had 9 more 
children. John and his second wife were killed in 
a car-train collision in Lodi, California on April 
10, 1911 

Katherine Baumbach (Eiseman) was born 
in Bowdle, North Dakota on June 26, 1893. Her 
parents, Adam and Magdelina Eiseman emi 
grated to the U.S.A. In 1886, There were 5 child- 
ren. Magdelina died on October 7, 1894, A 
second marriage resulted in 2 more children. 
Her father, Adam Eiseman, died in Lodi, Califor- 
ria on June 28, 1936. 

Jacob Baumbach moved to Canada in 1904 
with his family. They farmed near Irvine, Alberta 
in the Medicine Hat area. On April 10, 1910, he 
and Katherine were married in Carrington, 
South Dakota. In August 1910 he purchased a 
quarter section of land 2 miles north of Irvine 
(SE% 18-12-2-4) for $800.00. 

Farming in the Medicine Hat area was not, 
fan easy proposition, They were consistently 
dried out. It was so dry that when the wind blew 
from the S-E. it would whistle out of their dry 
water well. Their nearest wood supply wasin the 
Cypress Hills which was a 3 day return trip. He 
‘accumulated a steam engine, threshing mach- 
ine and stook loader and in the early years also 
did some custom harvesting in the area. In the 
dry years he used the steam engine to retrieve 
casing from abandoned gas wells. 

In summer, 1919 Jacob, his 2 brothers 
and Jake Heinz decided to find greener pas 
tures, The decision was to go north until gree 
ery, gardens and grain were abundant. 

‘They headed out in his old Chev car and 
upon arriving into the Lacombe district decided 
this was the place. Purchase was immediately 
arranged for 3quarters of land, At $40.00an acre 
the price was too high but at last the greener 
pasture was found - with a riverrunning through 
it for a bonus. 

They returned to southern Alberta with 
tales of the land of plenty, and a huge potato 
with them as evidence. 

In the fall of 1919 Jacob Baumbach and his 
brother-in-law Jake Heinz put their families, i- 
vestock and equipment on the C.PR. and 
headed for Lacombe. Upon arriving they were 
‘confronted with an unaffordable freight rate on 
the Lacombe and North Western Railway to 
Bentley. The livestock had to walk to the farm 
north-west of Bentley while the steam engine 
snorted behind towing the threshing machine, 
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The SEV. §-41-1-5 already had a log house, a log 
barn and a newer barn built of real lumber. This 
‘would be the rrew Baumbach home, The family 
lived in the old log house for 6 years. Jacob 
Baumbach then built a second home from 
lumber that he sawed in a small sawmill below 
the farm. Most of the spruce logs for the lumber 
were felled and hauled from the dense stand of, 
trees about ' mile west of Centreview School. 
‘The present modern farm home was erected in 
1949 by the family, from retail lumber. An inte- 
rior fire during construction did extensive 
damage but the house was re-finished and oc- 
cupied in 1950 

Jake and Pauline Heinz built a house 
perched on the edge of the bank of the Blindman 
river on the NEV S.5. However, after a couple 
years of farming they moved to Rimbey where 
Jake operated a silent movie picture machine, 

‘Only 50 acres were under cultivation of the 
3 quarters so the poplar, spruce and willows 
were brushed by hand and then broken with 
horses and one plow, or sometimes with the 
steam engine capable of pulling 3 plow bottoms. 
In following years the family cleared afurther 372 
quarters and leased them from C.F. Damron. 

The Baumbach steam threshing outfit was 
used for custom threshing for many of the 
neighbours during the 1920's. The neighbours 
also helped provide the crew consisting of water 
hauler, wood hauler, field pitchers, spike 
pitchers, bundle haulers, separator man and 
grain haulers. Six bundle racks sufficed when 
the mechanical stook loader was used. Eight 
bundle racks were needed for manual loading. 
The crew was from 14 to 18 men. Feeding the 
crew was the responsibility of the farm wife, The 
steam threshing outfit was used for the family 
harvesting until 1935. In the latter years the na- 
tive Indians from Rocky Mountain House would 
‘make up most of the threshing crew. Their fami- 
lies would tent along the Blindman River during 
the harvest season, Beaded Indian moccasins, 
jackets and gloves were purchased or traded 
for and proudly worn by the Baumbach 
children, 

‘An International gas tractor put an end to 
the useful lite of the steam engineand it was sold 
to a lumber mill west of Winfield and subse- 
quently destroyed by a forest fire which en- 
gulfed the lumber mill 

At 4 months baby Leona died during the flu 
epidemic in 1918. 

‘The children were a very important factor in 














THE FAMILY 


1980 or last Residence 





Alvin Irvine (Ronald) Jan. 31, 1912 - 1944 Edmonton 
Hilda Galipeau (Herman) Nov. 1, 1913 Marwayne 
Emma Seibel (Henry) Jan. 21, 1915 - 1956 Red Deer 
Melvin Baumbach (Leona) Oct. 31, 1916 Bentley 
Viola Richardson (Charles) Dec. 17, 1919 Bentley 
Verna Routh (Gordon) July 10, 1921 Edmonton 
Anne Salahub (Edward) May 23, 1923 Edmonton 
Gladys Porcher (Alfred) May 23, 1927 Victoria, B.C. 
Glen Baumbach Dec, 21, 1928 Edmonton 
Herbert Baumbach (Dorothy) Oct. 28, 1932 Bentley 
Doreen Baumbach Feb. 20, 1935 Bentley 
Diana Wetzel (Roger) May 25, 1938 Montreal, P.@. 


maintaining the farm. Education available at 
Outlet and Centreview schools could only be 
taken advantage of after the harvest or before 
‘seeding. A rainy season also gave time for more 
learning. 

Spending money was always in short 
supply in the pioneer years; however, the good 
land provided the essentials. Occasionally an 
early frost in the Blindman Valley might lower 
the crop grade but there was always good feed 
for the livestock, instead of the Russian thistle 
diet they were accustomed to in southern 
Alberta 

‘The day to day spending money would be 
found by selling eggs, milk and cream, The 
children got their spending money by collecting 
the bounty paid for gopher tails and magpie and 
‘crows feet. If the gopher was a good specimen 
you could double your income by tearing the tall 
in half, The very greedy and brave sometimes 
tripled their income. 

Jacob was active on the farm until his death 
on November 2, 1967. Katherine still spends 
much of her time enjoying the quality of life on 
the farm, 


THE RUNAWAY 
By Glen Baumbach 

In 1942 only Herbert and Glen were attend- 
ing school. By this time the mode of transporta- 
tion had progressed to a dual Clydesdale 
powered bob sleigh complete with grain box. 
(On a fine spring afternoon they were heading 
home with 3 passengers, Eileen Skeels, Reg 
‘Snow and Jim Simon. Ruth Simon and Edna 
‘Skeels rode on their horses along-side. Sud- 
denly the tongue on thesleigh dropped from the 
horses neck yoke - the crew had been negligent 
in hooking the traces on the horses harness too 





long. The horses spooked and bolted, heading 
westward on the dead run. Fortunately the 
sleigh was guided in the same general direction 
by the tongue banging between the two horses 
feet. The width of the route was limited by the 
banks of plowed snow courtesy of Montalbetti 
Bros. The wild ride continued for % of a mile for 
Glen, the driver, who tore back on the reins 
while verbally imploring the horses to whoa! 
Finally, in a special act of bravado reserved for 
times such as these, Ruth Simon galloped her 
horse alongside the team, grabbed hold of a 
bridle and succeeded in arresting the runaway 
team. The non-paying passengers who deserted 
the sleigh along the route finally caught up, the 
horses were properly re-hitched, the ride home 
continued, 


THE BLINDMAN RIVER 

By Glen Baumback 

As earlier mentioned, the Blindman valley 
and especially the Blindman river were very ap- 
pealing to Jacob Baumbach after the barren 
plains of S.E. Alberta. No longer was there a 
problem in providing water for the thirsty lives- 
tock. The rapids would remain partially open for 
most of the winter. In very cold weather a daily 
check was made by someone carrying an axe to 
ensure that a drinking hole existed. A well worn 
cattle trail in the snow from the straw pile to the 
river made the walk easy. 

‘The river served as a year round recreation 
centre for the family and neighbours. There 
were two good swimming holes just below the 
farm, the shallower swimming hole (for the kids 
of course) had a fine sand pile along the bank. 
The “adult” children swam a little further down 
river where the water was deeper. It was essen- 
tial that you could dog paddle or at least tread 








water here as the depth was over your head. if 
enough of the neighbours children showed up a 
softball game was arranged afterwards, 

In early winter the river provided a long, 
long skating rink interrupted only by rough ice 
at the rapids. When snow covered the ice, @ 
skating area was flooded by chopping a hole at 
the rapids and plugging the downstream side 
with ice. A moonlight skating party complete 
with bontire was healthy entertainment. 

‘The fresh water springs on the river pro- 
vided an area where hundreds of jackfish and 
"suckers" congregated in the wintertime. It was 
great sport to fish for them with hook or with 
snare. The fish were an important addition to the 
diet in the depression years. Some fur bearing 
animals frequented the river or river valley, 
Coyote, rabbit, weasel, muskrat, beaver and the 
‘occasional mink and badger were trapped. The 
dollars and cents provided by the sale of the 
pelts was very valuable spending money, 

During the spring ice break-up, the river 
provided an awesome sight as the ice floes 
smashed into each other or adjacent banks, Pe- 
riodically the ice would jam up on a river bend. 
‘The huge ice dam would flood low areas and 
inundate them with ice. The ice was hauled 
home and covered with sawdust for summer: 
time use (especially ice cream). 

Having little fear of the river, it was great 
sport to ride down the river on an ice floe, or 
cross the swollen river by hopping from floe to 
floe. After the ice left, a raft made of logs or 
possibly railroad ties provided a sater float. 

In autumn the Blindman river provided an 
‘excellent place to shoot the fat mallards that 
popped into the rivers for a drink after gorging 
themselves on local barley. 

Memories of the river are not all happy. 
Fred Baumbach, Jacob's brother, drowned 
when his pony apparently stumbled while 
crossing the river chasing some cattle. His pony 
was found standing on the bank and his body 
was found several days later. 

By the grace of God others were spared a 
similar fate. It was very common to swim your 
horse across a rain swollen river to retrieve the 
milk cows who forever crossed the river for the 
greener grass and then were reluctant to come 
home. 

There were always the inevitable close calls 
while swimming at the "deep" hole. The younger 
children however only needed one close call to 
teach them the proper respect for the River. 
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BEAIRSTO, MR. & MRS. A. 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Beairsto moved to Bentley 
from Egremont, Alberta in spring of 1945. 

They bought an acreage just across the 
track on the west side of town, 

They built @ house and barn and for a few 
years kept some cattle and sold a little milk and 
cream to some of the town people, Later they 
sold their cattle and pastured some riding 
horses. 

‘They continued to live there until 1965 when 
Mr. Beairsto passed away. Mrs. Beairsto sold 
the home and moved into the Lodge in La-~ 
‘combe where she lived till her death in De- 
cember 1968. 


BEDDOES, GEORGE H. AND FAMILY 

George Harry Beddoes was born October 
23, 1884, near Stourbridge, England, Hewas the 
Oldest of a family of five, which were; George, 
Ethel, Len, Gert and H.C. (Bill). The strong spirit 
of adventure prompted him to emigrate to Ca- 
nada in 1903. The land of great opportunities 
read the C.P.R. advertisements. The opportu- 











{George and Len Beddoes families at the Experiment 
Farm, Lacombe, 
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nities were hard to find, as the so called 
‘green English men” were not readily hired on 
as farm help. 

Work was found though, in the logging 
camps at Kenora, Ontario. 

He always had a dream of owning a farm, 
and as farm land was said to be available in 
Manitoba, he moved on, but on reaching there 
he found the better land was already taken 

With his two friends, brothers Tim and Ar- 
hold Sambrooke, who had emigrated to Can- 
ada at the same time George did, proceeded 
west to Alberta. Here in 1905 they filed on ho- 
mestead land. George filed on the N.E. of 36- 
40-3 West of the 5 in the Lockart district and 
Tim and Arnold (Dick) in the Medicine Valley 
area. An extra % was filed on in the Lockhart 
district for Len, a younger brother of George's, 
who came to Canada a little later. 

For a time George worked at Exshaw 
helping to build the cement plant there. 

In the winter of 1908, work was found at 
MoPherson’s logging camp. This was a great 
experience for him. He cleared land the hard 
way with grub hoe and axe and gradually 
proved up on his homestead. He built a house 
and on December 17, 1913 George and the 








George Beddoes operating “Old Donald” circa 1913. 





former Eliza Gertrude Saint were married at 


Lacombe. 

As the valley was settled and more land was, 
cleared there became a need for away to thresh 
the grain. A company was formed and a steam 
driven threshing outfit was purchased. George 
had his steam engineer's papers, so was hired to 
run the steamer. (Old Donald) it was named. 
The sound of its whistle telling folks what was 
needing done, was listened for with care 
Cooks scurried, bundle haulers worked faster, 
water hauler and grain wagons worked faster 
if an urgent summons was heard from Old Do- 
nald. In the years to come, George and Gertr- 
rude had two daughters: Beryl who married 
James Lockhart Layton and Jean who married 
Sid Hopper. 

George and Gertrude worked hardas did all 
pioneers at that time, slowly building a good 
farm, purchasing more land and building up a 
fine herd of registered Aberdeen-Angus cattle 
which were of great pride to them. 

In 1951, they moved to the town of Bentley, 
‘Their garden became a special interest to them, 
Many people would stop and admire the lovely 
flowers, fruit and garden that they grew. They 
continued to live in their home until 1970 when 








George was hospitalized and after a lengthy i+ 
Iness passed away January 21, 1971. 

Gortrude continued to live in her own home 
for four years, then moved to the Senior Citizens 
lodge in Rimbey. She has lived there for the past 
five years and was 89 years of age November 16, 
1980. 


BEDDOES, LEN AND FLORA 
By Inga Beddoes 

Len was born in the town known as Old 
‘Swineford, in the Midlands of England. At the 
age of seventeen he decided he wanted adven- 
ture and challenge so he chose to come to Can- 
ada. His fare was $44.00 to Winnipeg. He came 
by ship to Montreal and then by rail to Winnipeg, 
As he stood on the railway platform he had $2.00 
in his pocket when a farmer tapped him on the 
shoulder and asked if he was looking for work. 
This was in April, 1905. His older brother, 
George, had preceded him to Canada two years 
before, but by this time had come west to Al- 
berta. Len accepted the offer ofa jab on the farm 
and with one of his remaining dollars he bought 
a pair of overalls. The farm was in the Crystal 
City area of Manitoba, about fourteen or fifteen 
miles from the U.S. border. He worked there for 
the season from April to November and didn’t go 
to town at all during that time, mainly because 
he didn't have any money and also because they 
worked 7 days a week and his wages were 
$60.00 for the season, payment being made at 
that time. He does mention, however, making a 
few trips across the line with a load of grain. 
These were always made at night because the 
price was 10 to 15 cents a bushel higher down 
there. 

He had some correspondence from his cou- 
sin, George Parks, in England and learned that 
his Mother had passed away 6 wooks after his 
departure from England. This message came 
much later and she had died and been buried 
long before he received the news. 

He also had mail from his brother, George, 
and made arrangements tomeethim in Calgary, 
which he did, and also met Tim Sambrooke, 
whom George had met on the boat from Eng- 
land, and so the Sambrooke and Beddoes broth- 
ers became life-long friends. 

Len’s passage from Winnipeg was by an 
immigrant train at the rate of 1° per mile 

‘At Lacombe they were met by John Veef- 
kind and taken to Bentley, as he had a dray 
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business there at the time. The dray was pulled 
by oxen. 

They stayed in Bentley overnight and then 
started to walk out to the homesteads which 
George had filed on for himself, Len Beddoes, 
Dick and Tim Sambrooke. Len’s quarter was 
NW, 36-40-3-5. They didn'timprove these quar- 
ters just then as it was now winter. They did find 
work in the area, however, as there was a saw- 
mill set up on the quarter east of George's ho- 
mestead and was owned by Jabez McPherson. 
This not only provided them with a winter's 
work, but also lodging and board. This was of 
excellent quality under the hands of Zella and 
Vivian Osgood. Zella later became Mrs. Jabez 
McPherson and Vivian married Dick Sam- 
brooke. Len recalls there was not enough snow 
in the winter of 1905-06 to skid the logs so they 
had to be hauled by wagon but the following 
winter there was no shortage of snow as it was 4 
feet deep and the temperature hit 60 degrees 
below Fahrenheit on several days. 

In 1908-08 Len went out working on build 
ing elevators in the Wetaskiwin and east to 
‘Sedgewick areas. Sometimes he would turn his 
hand to cooking for the crow as well 

In 1910 he worked on the Pat Burns ranch 
south of Calgary and he and Tim spentaseason 
in the Exshaw mines. They bought some 
cayuses from the Indians on the reserve and 
rode back up to this area. 

It was about this time Len started thinking 
about settling down. The O'Neil brothers had 
Joined the group by this time so this made 6 
young, fun loving and hard working men, all 
having come from England. This group had 
many good times before any of them married 
and the Sambrookes and Beddoes all married 
local girls from the Bentley and Rimbey district. 
‘The O'Nells never married but they all remained 
good friends over the years, and for the rest of 
their lives. The only ones remaining today are 
Len and his wite, Flora, and George's widow, 
Gertrude, who was a daughter of Mr. & Mrs. M. 
Saint of Bentley, 

Len and Flora Hansen became acquainted 
in the years of 1911- 1912, She was the daughter 
of Mr. & Mrs. Hans Hansen, anda sister to Harry 
Hansen. Flora was born October 10, 1895 at 
Living Springs, lowa, a small village south of 
Treynor. She attended school at Woodlawn, Ok- 
lahoma, Lawton and when her parents moved to 
Alberta, she attended Gull Lake school for a 
time, She worked one or two seasons as a clerk 
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at the New Thistle Inn at Gull Lake, which was @ 
‘combination hotel, restaurant and grocery store 
and was owned and operated by Jamie 
McPherson. 

‘She enjoyed the time she spent with Bentley 
Amateur Dramatic Society and this carried on 
even after she was married and she took part in 
many plays put on in the district in the early 
years, 

Len and Flora were married December 3, 
1913 at the home of her parents in the Gull Lake 
area, Harry Hansen still lives on the home farm. 

‘The Beddoes first home was built on 
George's homestead and later the house was 
moved to Len’s homestead and an addition put 
‘on. They had 3 children born to them there - 
Louise, October 28, 1914; Leonard, October 3, 
1916 and Harry, October 30, 1917. They con- 
tinued to improve on this home and land for a 
couple of years and then sold it to St. John 
(Singen) O'Nell and bought N.E. 31-40-3-5, 2 
miles east, from a man by the name of Schmidt, 
who was related to the Hueppelsheusers, The 
soil was black loam and the land was some- 
what more level. They called this home until 
they held a sale in 1943 and moved to Pentic- 
ton in the Okanagan Valley. John Chesney 
now owns the homestead and Leonard, Jr. 
bought the home farm, 

But back to the good old days on the farm! 
Louise, Leonard and Harry went to school at 
Calkins Valley, also known as Lockhart. This 
was three and a half miles north so they rode 
horses or the mules. 

Now it was time for more family and a 
daughter, Edna, was born March 29, 1923; Nor- 
man, March 27, 1928 and Gordon, May 22, 1934, 
making a family of 2 daughters and 4 sons. 

‘As it was for everyone, the 30's were not 
easy times but the Beddoes family made out by 
hard work, raising a large garden, pigs and 
cows. 

Len being a good butcher, his place was 
selected to be the centre for what was to be 
known as the Beef Ring. Twenty shares were 
sold. Larger families were to get one share and 
smaller families, a half share, One beef would be 
submitted each week and this would take care of 
the twenty summer weeks when it would have 
been impossible to keep a whole carcass fresh. 
Each share holder would get an allotted cut 
each week and Len would do the butchering, 
For this he was to get $3.00 and the hide. Per- 
haps the hide would bring $1.00. Keeping the 








records, filing the allotted meat sacks was no 
small task and this was performed by Flora 
Most of the shareholders were from the Scan- 
dinavian settlement west of Bentley - Ander- 
sons, Holmens, Haarstads, Skjonsbergs, Sol- 
bergs, Vigs and many more. It was up to the 
shareholders to pick up their own allottment, 
but it was usually delivered by anyone who 
lived near some of the others, The people in 
the early days were very obliging and saved 
their neighbors a trip whenever possible. 

‘Things began to look a bit more rosy and it 
was time for expansion. Len purchased two 
more quarters of land, one a Hudson's Bay 
quarter two miles north. This provided a good 
pasture for the milk cows and black Angus cattle 
he took pridein, The kids would take the cows to 
the pasture on their way to school and bring 
them back in the evening. This meant the mitk- 
ing would have to be done before school time. 
‘The other quarter he bought from North West 
Trust and joined his home quarter on the west. 
This had been farmed by Joe Papp. This was the 
quarter the mill, store and cookhouse were on. 
The old store stil stands, being used for grain 
storage until steel bins were put into use. 

Len now found it necessary to buy a tractor 
to do some of the farming, but still kept the 
horses. He hired a group of Indians to do some 
land clearing and brushing. There was always 
plenty of work but not much money. 

In 1996 their second son, Harry, decided to 
go to the States, looking for work and adventure 
and in December of that same year Louise mar- 
ried James Fraser, son of one of the neighbors, 

Len carried on farming with the aid of hired 
help and his older son, Leonard, and in 1940 
Leonard married Inga Solberg, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Solberg and they built 2 home 
and lived on the old mill quarter. 

In 1943 Edna met and married Don Edwards 
and this left only Gordon and Norman at home 
0 Len and Flora decided to haven auction sale 
and move to Penticton, B.C., where they had 
visited several times. The sale was held and the 
farm was rented to their son-in-law, James 
Fraser, as he and Louise now had two sons, Len 
and Harry, serving in the armed forces. 

Both Len and Flora were much too active for 
{ull retirement so they picked up odd jobs while 
living in the Red and White Motel in Penticton, 
Flora housecleaning and Len gardening and do~ 
ing odd jobs. 

A little later they were offered the position of 


keepers for a very sizeable place on Skaha Lake, 
which was owned by Dewars who wished to go 
south for the winter. There was a very large 
house and 2 small cabins on the place. Len and 
Flora enjoyed their work here, andit gave them a 
chance to orient themselves. This led to the pur- 
chase of a home on Argyle street, in the spring, 
but they lived there only a short time as Len had 
the opportunity to purchase 10 acres of land on 
the outskirts of Penticton, toward Skaha Lake. 
Here Len was happy and felt at home, having a 
cow, sheep and some chickens. They were very 
well-pleased with their way of living now 
and gained many new friends, but never forget- 
ting their old friends from Alberta. Their door 
was always open and Flora's table always ready 
for company. 

Very soon the city was moving nearer and 
Len was no longer able to have his small farm so 
fhe sub-divided and sold the lots and eventually 
moved to a house across the street - 187 Green 
‘Avenue - which is their home today. 

Len has always raised a good garden and 
has taken care of a few fruit trees, pears - cher- 
ries and peaches - which provided enough fruit 
to share with the children 

They have celebrated their Golden Wed- 
ding Anniversary, as well as their Diamond An- 
niversary in this home and have had their 
complete family with them both occasions. 
They are one of the more fortunate couples who 
have been able to remain in, and maintain their 
‘own home to the ripe ages of ninety-five and 
eighty-six. On December rd last year they cele- 
brated their 67 wedding anniversary. They do 
have the convenience of Home Care Service so 
are well looked after every day. 

Louise married James Fraser and they now 
live at Mission, B.C. and have 2 children, Barb 
and Ken. 

Leonard married Inga Solberg and they live 
on the farm and have 3 children, Stan, Greg and 
Leanne. 

Harry married Gerry Shields and had 1 
daughter. This marriage ended in divorce and 
Harry then married Dorothy Pichits, who was 
also from the Rimbey district. They live on Ca- 
mano Island, Washington and have 3 children, 
Mickey, Donna and Debbie. 

Edna married Don Edwards, Edna lives in 
Vancouver and they have 2 daughters, Marsha 
and Christine. 

Norman married Florence Mann. They live 
In Creston, B.C. and have 4 children, Bev, Ei- 
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len, Diane and Ross. 

Gordon was married to Joan Archer and 
they had 2 children, Jeff and Cathy, and they 
lived in Vancouver. Gordon passed away at the 
early age of forty-five. 

From these marriages there are now sixteen 
great grandchildren for Len and Flora and we 
salute a great couple. May we enjoy life as they 
have and pass the good memories on to our 
families as they have done. 


BEECHINOR, DAVID ALEXANDER 
By Joyce Beechinor 

Dave and Joyce Beechinor and family of 
four daughters; Donna age 6; the twins, Lorna 
and Linda, age 4; and Velvet, age2, arrivedin the 
Rainy Creek district, near Bentley, on October 
4ath, 1950. 

We came from Mantario, Saskatchewan, 
where both our families were pioneers. Joyce's, 
father, Thomas Birkenhead, coming from Eng- 
land, to be one of the first homesteaders, in 
1909, and Dave's family coming from Dundalk, 
Ontario, in 1918, 

‘Qur new home, the Wyatt farm, which had 
been in their family for many years, was pur- 
chased from Gordon Wyatt. 

‘Our two sons, Larry and Barney were born 
in Bentley. The school situation in Saskatche- 
wan prompted our move, as the roads in that 
part were not good for motor vehicles in winter. 





Dave and Joyce Beechinor family. Back row 
Linda, Donna. Front row - Lary, Velvet, Barney 


Loma, 








Dave and Joyce Beechinor 


Naturally we were very happy with the school 
bus and excellent location to schoo! here. 

Our family of six children all graduated from 
Bentley Senior High. Donna and Velvet fur- 
thered their education at the University of Al- 
berta, Edmonton, taking Recreation and 
Education. Lorna and Linda took a key punch 
operator course in Edmonton and worked in 
Government offices there. Larry and Barney 
both worked as surveyors for Alberta Depart- 
ment of Highways, Larry being successful in 
passing the surveyors examination. 

Donna and Victor Karpyshyn, who is astee! 
worker, were married in 1964 and both worked 
Jn Fort McMurray for three years; Donna with 
Hudson Bay Co. and Victor constructing the 
first G.C.O.S. tar sands plant. They now live in 
Edmonton, and have two sons, Scott, 14, and 
Richard, 10. 

Lorna and George Baranec, who works at 
the Syncrude tar sands plant, were married in 
1968 and have a daughter, Tanya, age 7. 

Lorna worked in the office of the Royal Can- 
adian Mounted Police in Fort McMurray, and 
became a civilian member of the R.CM.P. ina 
ceremony in Regina, Sask 

Linda and Bill (his correct name) Magas, 
who originally worked at S.C.0.S. and Synerude 
tar sands plants, and now is with A.G.T., were 
married in 1967 and have a daughter, Christina, 





ten years old. Linda's job was transferred from 
Edmonton to Fort McMurray, where she is Judi- 
clal Clerk of the Fort McMurray Court. 

Velvet and Laurence Smith, who owns the 
Prince Albert, Sask. chick hatchery, were mar- 
ried in 1968 and have two children, Rodney, 11, 
and Garnette, 6, Velvet continued teaching 
and is now teaching physical education in a 
Senior High School in Prince Albert. 

Larry and Linda Bemrot were married in 
1977, and have two children, Ryan, 3, and Janell, 
1. They live in Sylvan Lake. Barney also lives in 
Sylvan Lake, Together, Larry and Barney farm at 
Bentley; also their grandfather's homestead at 
Mantario, Sask., and other land in that area 

Dave and | enjoy the country life on the farm 
and continue to live there. 


BEGERT, WILLIAM JACOB AND EDNA 
By Herold Peterson 

William Jacob Begert, of Swiss origin, came 
to the Bentley district in 1908, with Chris Zim: 
merman and family trom Marysville, Kansas. He 
worked on various farms for a year or two, mak- 
ing his home on his brother Ed's homestead, as 
his brother had gone out to Stettler and was in 
the feeding business. Bill, as he was known to 
all, joined Ed and they set up a business in Cas: 
tor selling feed and machinery and Bill managed 
it. While working there, he married Edna Cassy 
in 1913. After a few years, they moved to Cal- 
gary and Bill ran a pool room for a few years. 

In 1917, they moved to Bentley on the land 
Ed had homesteaded, N.W.23-39-1-5, and lived 
there for the next twenty-five years. 

Bill liked good horses and always kept them 
n good condition, and fitted them with nicesets 
of harness. His Palomino saddle horse, named 
Buck, was an outstanding horse in this com- 
munity, and was well remembered by all his 
neighbors, 

He acquired the halt-section north of his 
home place, $.%-3-40-1-5 and for many years 
ran a large herd of cattle, feeding out the calves 
in the winter months. His brand was B2 on the 
left hip. In later years, he changed to raising 
sheep and went into this in a big way. Ashewas 
a good butcher, he slaughtered many of the 
lambs and supplied the local market 

In 1921, Bill was elected councillor for the 
Municipality of Lorne, a position he held capa- 
bly for the next six years. It was during his term 
of office that the Syivan Lake road was opened 
up. The muskeg along sections 27 and 28-301 








































Bil Begert 


5 was finally drained, when Delaires from Sylvan 
Lake, with their steam engine, were able to cut 
ditches through both sides of the road and this 
was a great saving in mileage when travelling to 
Sylvan Lake. 

Bill liked a good time and some fun too and 
enjoyed a game of cards, especially if there was 
aittie money involved. He was a great sports- 
man and liked to hunt ducks, big game or a 
coyote, if it was bothering his sheep. He was a 
great athlete, good at baseball and curling and 
also a crack shot with his rifle. He would delight 
the Peterson kids when he would hold his rifle 
upside down against his forehead and still beat, 
them at target practise 

Mrs, Begert often opened her home to the 
young people of the district and had them in for 
an evening of fun, card playing, and games. 

The Begerts often had a school teacher 
boarding with them, never missed a Christmas 
concert and Bill took his turn at playing Santa 
Claus. 

During the 1919 ‘flu epidemic, they helped 
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cout many neighbors, feeding the livestock and 
seeing that the homes had wood, water and 
food. Many umes when a family suffered a loss, 
Bill came with a large roast of beet or a side of 
lamb. 

In 1939 they sold their farm to Murray Peter- 
son, son of their close neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Peterson, and moved to Sylvan Lake and 
Mrs, Begert passed away there. Bill later mar- 
ried Mrs, Rosa Finch and they moved to Kasio, 
B.C, where he passed away about 1970, and is 
buried there, 


BERANEK, GORDON & HELEN 
By Helen Beranek 

Helen is the daughter of Stella Cabelka, 
(nee Hansen), who is in the nursing home in 
Lacombe. She is 92 years old. Helen's father, 
George Cabelka, died in 1965. 

Her father and mother lived two miles east 
land three quarter miles south of Bentley, where 
they farmed from 1923 to 1958, when they 
moved into a new house they had built in Ben- 
tley. 

Helen has one sister, Agnes Moore, and one: 
brother, Louis Cabelka. 

Gordon Beranek was born in Winnipeg 
Later his parents moved to Ponoka, where they 
farmed. His mother, Clara (nee Bittner), passed 
away in 1951, and his father died in 1967 

‘Gordon was overseas for four years during 
the war. He has four sisters; Viola Archibald, 
Elaine Vold; Norma Traudt; and Lorna Hug, 

Helen and Gordon were married in 1947 and 
built a house in Ponoka, where Gordon had re- 
cently finished his apprenticeship as a plumber, 
and was employed by Hugh Twa. 

Norman Beddoes and Gordon bought the 
old poo! hall in Bentley and started a plumbing 
shop. Later, Gordon's mother passed away and 
his dad moved to Bentley, and bought Norman's 
share of the business. He was office manager 
and bookkeeper. 

Helen and Gordon rented a house for 
{$20.00 per month from C.F. Damron, until they 
could build anew house, which was located east 
of the high school. Joe Landry now owns it. 

Gordon was always interested in farming, 
When he got the chance, he rented some land 
and started farming on the side, while still 
‘operating his plumbing shop. He bought Art 
Davey’s place, one mile east and half mile 
south of Bentley, where they still live. This is 
the S.E.-23-40-1-W.5, 

















Gordon and Helen Beranek wed. 


‘The plumbing business was sold to Jack 
Turnbull, who later sold it to Howard Burton. 

In 1968 they bought a house and moved it 
onto the farm, same place as the Davey house, 
which was moved out to their son-in-law, 
Denny Haarstad, west of Bentley 

Beside grain farming, Gordon enjoyed rais- 
ing Murray Grey cattle. He has since sold the 
caitle, and the farming has been done by their 
son, Ken. Gordon now has time to go camping 
and fishing. 

Their family are: - 

Patricia, married to Denny Harstad. They 
have a son, David; a daughter, Brenda, and a 
granddaughter, Tina. 

Glenda, who works in Red Deer and lives on 
the late Charlie Ross farm. 

‘Sharon, who is married to Gerry McCrindle. 
They have two sons, Michael and Wade. 

Ken, who bought the George Cabelka place 
(his grandfather's), and moved a house onto it, 
and is living there and renting the rest of his 
dad's land. 





BERG, CARL GREGUS 
By Harold Berg 


Carl Gregus Berg was born at Cadogan, 


ing. Grace Hansen, Hettie Bugs, Mr. Vold 





Alberta on February 28, 1919, the eldest of six 
children born to Henrietta and Kristian Berg. He 
attended Home Valley School, located about a 
mile from home, as the footpath across country 
took them. He learned to play the banjo, and his 
sister Bergit the violin, so they provided the 
music for many dances at that school and others 
around the district. He worked for his Dad fora 
while after finishing his schooling, but times 
were hard so he went out to work for different 
farmers for the next few years, Carl was very 
good natured and cheerful, and the people he 
worked for remember him for his habit of whis- 
ting while he worked. 

In 1937 he decided to go to Vermilion 
School of Agriculture, and spent two years 
there, working at the college through the 
‘summer. Then he worked at the lumber yard in 
Vermilion, and later was employed at the 
McLeod's hardware for some years, He was 
transferred to Ponoka and became manager of 
the store there, which position he held until 
about 1949. He decided to go into business for 
himself and purchased the Valley General Store 
in Bentley. Carl was very happy there and spoke 
often of the beautiful countryside, andthe many 
good friends he met. He took a great interest in 


Carl Berg, owne! 
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VALLEY GENERAL STORE 





+ of Valley General store, circa 1949, 





the Bentley band, of which he was a member 
and also sang in a church choir, He belonged to 
the Elks’ Lodge for 19 years, and was treasurer. 
His generous, kind-hearted nature and inability 
to say “no” to those in financial difficulties en- 
deared him to many customers. After a brief 
illness, he passed away suddenly on June 12, 
1970, 





BERGESEN, EINAR, AND FAMILY 
By Howard Bergesen 

Einar Bergesen was born in Tromso, Nor- 
way, July 27th, 1905, and came to Canada in 
March, 1924. He first worked on the farm of his 
cousin, Alfred Haarstad, and bought the N.W. 
25-40-2-W.Sth. from the C.P.R. in the early 
thirties. He married Esther Skjonsberg in 
March, 1933, They had three children, Ho- 
ward, Arnold, and Eleanor. 

‘They lived in Vancouver while Einar worked 
onafishing boat in 1943 to 1944, returning home 
to Bentley in the fall of 1944. In the spring of 
1947 they moved to the S.E.25-40-2'W.5th. 
where they lived until Einar died in August 1961 
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Esther died in January, 1963, 

They had enjoyed visiting, reading, playing 
cards, and spending time with their grandchild- 
ren, 


BERGESEN, HAAKON, 
By Selma Bergesen 

Haakon Bergesen was born on the 19th of 
August at Tromso, Norway. He was always an 
avid reader and became very interested in Can- 
ada. He wrote his cousin Berger Johannessen, 
who had already come to Canada, and he sent 
him money for his ticket. On the 6th of April 
1930, seventeen days after leaving his home he 
arrived on the Duchess of Bedford at St. John, 
New Brunswick at the age of 22. 

After changing his money to Canadian 
funds he had $10.00. About the only English he 
knew was “yes” and “no. Anyway, he wanted a 
hair cut so found a barber shop. The barber kept, 
talking. Haakon said “yes”. When he was 
through, he'd had a hair cut, face steamed, 
shave, and eye brows clipped, and had $5.00 
left. That had to do him until he got to Lacom- 
be, where Berger met him. He worked for Ber- 





Haakon and Selma Bergeson in Prince Ruper! in 1940 








Janet and Judy Malcolm, age 7 and 8 ve 
Vancouser. Raised by Hoakon and Selma Bergeson. 








ger, who owned the East half of section 25 in 
township 40-R2-W5th, 

(On November 20, 1934 he married Selma 
Solberg. He had a brother, Einar, at Bentloy 
and brother, Helge, at Seattle, Washington. In 
the winter of 85-'36 Helge came for a visit, and 
convinced Haakon he should go to the west 
coast and try to get into halibut fishing 

In March of '36 he went to Prince Rupert. 
He had to go out two trips to break in. No pay, 
just what the crew donated. After that he was, 
on his own. Finally he got a job as cook. He 
had a terrible time, as he knew nothing about 
cooking. He had to order groceries for 7 men 
for 10 days. No store to run to. One time he 
opened a locker to get a can of peas, water 
had got in, labels had come off on all canned 
goods, and the boat rolled continually, but he 
persevered and became a very good cook 
Halibut sold for 5 to 10 cents a pound at that 
time. 

In 1942, they movad to Vancouver. About 8 
years later they brought Janet and Judy Mal- 
Colm into their home. They were 6 and 5 years 
Old. They stayed with them until they married, 








Janet married Gene Russell. They live in 
Vancouver, Wash., and have two boys and one 
girl 

Judy married Dave Hueppelsheuser. They 
farm at Blackfalds and have one boy and two 
girls. 

While still at Vancouver, Haakon bought the 
farm he first came to, as Bentley was always 
‘where he wanted to live. Fishing was away to get 
the money he needed to get started. 

‘They came back to Bentley in 1955, He later 
sold the farm to his brother Einar and bought the 
N.W.% of section 27, township 40, where he 
raised Hereford cattle, until he sold the entire 
herd on May 7, 1963. He retired in 1966 and lived 
at Bentley until his death on December 20, 1977. 





BERGESEN, HOWARD 

Howard married Helen Sjoblom of Eckville 
in 1954. We have always lived on the home 
place, which we bought in 1962. We have six 
children, David, Wesley, Randy, Verlynn, Karen, 
and Gary. Gary is in Grade 11; Randy farms; and 
the others are out working, 
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David married Patricia St. Jean in 1976 and 
they have three children, Teja, Mathew, and 
Elise. They live on a farm and operate Homes- 
pun Cottage Crafts in Rocky Mountain House. 

The busy years of school, Sunday School, 
4H, school sports, and curling, have been inter- 
esting, and we have enjoyed meeting new 
friends and neighbors. 


BERZE, JOE 
By Helen Berze 


Joe Berze Sr. came to Canada from Hun- 
gary at the age of 21 in 1928, He worked at 
anything he could get, til he finally got a job in 
the coal mines, at Carbon, Drumheller and East 
Coulee. He married Helen Repas of Hillcrest in 
1982. We had two boys, Joe Jr. and Zoltan 

In 1942, we bought S.E. 13-41-2-5 from a Mr. 
Riddle. The Centerview School was on this land. 
on the southeast corner. After we bought this 
land the school was used for about three years, 
then all the children were bused into Bentley. 

A little west of the school was our house 
which was one of the first houses bullt in this 





Joe andl Helen Berze and sons, Zoltan and Joe - 1941 
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district, made from logs. Our kitchen was a huge 
fone and oh, so cold. We had a cook stove and an 
airtight heater in it. It had to go night and day 
when it was very cold, Joe would stay up half the 
night to keep it going, then it would be my 
turn. We sure got a lot of reading done on 
these cold nights. That old house was finally 
replaced with a new one. We used the old log 
house for a number of years for a hog house, 
but | think even the pigs found it chilly 

‘The first year we came here, Joe worked for 
Mr. Moulton who in turn put our crop in, be~ 
cause all we had was one cow. That summer Joe 
bought two young horses. 

‘One day he decided to take the eggs in to 
Bentley with the team and wagon. When he got 
to the creamery and took the eggs in, he was 
telling the boys what nice big eggs he brought 
for ther, He lifted the top of the box and every 
egg in there was broken, all 15 dozen. He said 
the horses galloped ali the way to town 

In 1954, Joe Jr. and Lois Freeman were mar- 
ried. In 1983, Joe started to work for Gulf Oil Co. 
andis till with the same Company. They bought 
S.E. 12, and moved on it in 1960, just south of 
our place. They have three children: Charlene, 
Who is married to Rick Nelson. They have a girl 
and a boy and live in Blackfalds; JoAnn 
bought a little house in Rimbey and is working 
at Algar Agencies; Blair just completed High 
School and is undecided on his vocation and 
for now works at Rimbey Gas Plant. 

In 1955, Zoltan married a girl from Calgary 
and had three children; Susan, who is married 
to Wendell Wilkie, They live in Nelson, B.C. 
and have two boys; Shanon who lives in Cal- 
gary and Johnny who was killed in 1974 at 
Calgary at the age of 16. 

Zoltan died in 1978 in atrain and truck acci- 
dent, A week later Joe Sr. passed away. am stil 
on the farm, 


Helen Berze 


THE BIGAM FAMILIES 
By Gordon & Ivy Bigam 

BIGAM - Thomas and Elizabeth, (nee Hun- 
ter), were born in Galt, Ontario. Thomas on Au- 
gust 24, 1852, and Elizabeth on August 18, 1854, 
both of Scottish parents. They were married in 
Fordwich, Michigan, on September 11, 1885, 
and moved to McBain, Michigan, U.S.A., where 
they farmed and their family of five were born. 
‘They decided to come to Canada because of the 





opportunity to obtain a homestead and build a 
better future for their family. They travelled by 
train, arriving at Olds in April, 1902. They stayed 


with the Pinkertons, former friends from 
Michigan, while they acquired horses, wagon, 
and supplies. They then travelled by wagon 
through bush trails to the unimproved land 
which was to be their homestead on the North 
shore of Sylvan Lake, part of the W)i-17-39-1- 
W.5th., where the Pentecostal Camp is now si- 
tuated, and the S.E./%-19-89-1-W.5th., where 
they built their home. They used oxen, horses, 
axes, and walking ploughs, to clear the heavy 
timber. The younger children attended the 
Carritt School, beginning in 1903, while the 
older boys helped to clear the land, and sup- 
port the family. They also helped to build a log 
house and barn. Thomas Bigam died October 
41, 1925, and Elizabeth Bigam died June 14, 
1937 





Three of the Bigams married Stephensons. 
George Bigam married Jessie Stephenson. 
Murray Bigam married Laura Stephenson 
Hazel Bigam married Walter Stephenson, 
John Bigam married Bertha Weber 
‘Andrew married Edith Petro. 

‘Their Stories follow:- 


ANDREW BIGAM was born November 24, 
1886, at McBain, Michigan, and homesteaded 
the S.W. -30-39-1-W. 5th. He married Edith 
Petro who was born December 17, 1891 at Get- 
tysberg, South Dakota, in 1912. She had lived 
with her family on the N.W. %-3-39-1-W. 5th 

‘A baby girl was born to them in June, 1914, 
whom they named Blanche. Blanche died in 
January, 1915, of Spinal Meningitis. Gordon Bi- 
‘gam was born August 13, 1915. There were two 
other babies who died at birth, so Gordon was 
the only surviving child, He was born at Bentley 
and lived with his parents, three miles south and 
one mile west of Bentley, for three years before 
they moved to the farm on the Sylvan Lake - 
Bentley Highway, (not ahighway then), situated 
on the N.E, 4-16-39-1-W. 5th., where they lived 
until 1940. Andrew and Edith moved to Sylvan 
Lake, where they operated a cartage business, 
Later Andrew became caretaker of the Sylvan 
Lake Schools. He suffered a number of strokes 
before passing away on Decomber 6, 1949. 
Edith lived with relatives until her death on De- 
‘cember 28, 1963. 


GORDON BIGAM and IVY (nee Duncan) 
BIGAM 

Gordon attended school at Durham, finish- 
ing Grade 10 there. He took his Grade 11 in 
Bentley. My first teacher was Mr. Wright, who 
borrowed a saddle horse from my dad, An- 
drew Bigam. He lived at Dingwall’s boarding 
house in Sylvan Lake, and rode horseback to 
Durham each day. Murray Peterson and | were 
very good friends and spent many days horse- 
‘back riding throughout the country. Later on, 
Murray was best man at our wedding. In 1927, 
a tornado went through the district, taking the 
roof off Henry Stone’s barn; uprooting many 
large spruce trees along Rainy Creek; turning 
a large hog barn partly around at Frank Nel 
son's farm, just enough to loosen all the stalls, 
but did not move it off the foundation. It hit a 
granary full of oats on Bill Bergert’s farm, leav- 
ing only the floor and about a hundred 
bushels of oats. The rest of the building was 
never found as far as | know. From there it up- 
set a fow hayracks and blew things about on 
Bill Surratt’s farm, then lifted and came down 
briefly over Gull Lake and dispersed. A sovere 
hailstorm followed. Work bees were organized 
to reshingle Fred Carritt's house and replace 
the roof on Stone's barn, 

In the early thirties money was very scarce 
but the welcome mat was always out. If a few 
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extra people showed up the hostess opened 
another jar of home canned goods from the pan- 
try, and none ever went hungry. 

| met Ivy Duncan at the Rainy Creek 
Church, where we were both active in Sunday 
School, and Ivy served on the church board, Ivy 
taught Sunday School, and | was Sunday 
School Superintendent for a time. | played 
hockey on the Rainy Creek team. Although | had 
Not attended Carritt School, | seemed to find the 
district much more interesting than any other, 
after the Duncans moved there. From then on 
most of my life was centered there. Ivy and | 
were married at the Duncan homeon November 
30, 1937. 

We have both been active in church work 
through the years and are still active at Gaetz 
Memorial Church in Red Deer, having served in 
many offices of the church. 

Some of our most memorable times are the 
many hours spent in the Fred Nelson home, 
before we were married, where good fellowship 
and singing were the high lights. There were 
also happy evenings spent at the Thompson 
home, where music was always part of the even- 
ing's entertainment. 

‘The young peoples group used to meet in 
the Carritt School and at homes in the district 
There were still very few cars in the 30's and 
many interesting stories could be told about 





George, Andrew, Murray and John Bigam in early days. 








Ancirew, Edith, Gordon and! loy Bigam - 1938. 


some of the trips with teams andsleighs.je., the 
very cold stormy night when Ivy and | were driv: 
ing through the field and the cutter caught a 
gate post; the horses bolted and broke all the 
traces of the light driving harness. | hung onto 
the lines and was dragged over the dashboard, 
but got the team under control. Of course, we 
had to walk half a mile to the Peterson home 
where the meeting was being held, and had to 
borrow a harness before we could return home. 

| moved to my grandfather's homestead, on 
the North shore of Sylvan Lake, in 1936, to begin 
farming on my own. I batched for one year be- 
fore marrying Ivy Duncan in 1997. After ourmar- 
riage we lived on this original homestead for one 
year before moving to the Garries farm, on the 
S.E, /16-40-1-W.5th., two miles south and 1% 
miles west of Bentley, where we farmed until 
1944, In 1943 | lost the sight of my lett eye, while 
driving through the woods. While | was in the 
Edmonton hospital, neighbors and friends ga- 
thered together for a work bee. Ladies brought 
lunch and the men hauled and sawed a year’s, 
supply of wood, while some hauled feed and 
coal. As it was 40 below zero while | was in the 
hospital; and Ivy was left to milk the cows, feed 
the pigs, and do all the other chores, as well as. 








looking after two small children; the work of 
these good neighbors was very much 
appreciated. 

‘One of the community projects with which 
we enjoyed being involved, was the building of 
the new United Church in Rainy Creek. It was 
built by volunteer labor, and replaced the origi- 
nal log church which was built by the early 
settlers, 

‘We moved to Sylvan Lake in 1944 and oper- 
ated a taxi and cartage business until moving to 
Red Deer in 1949, 

After moving to Red Deer, | worked in ac- 
counting and parts departments for Nance Co. 
for a few years. Then | worked as Appliance 
Manager for Stewart Bros. | then spent over 
twenty years as Supervisor of the Classified Ad 
Department of the Red Deer Advocate, retiring 
on August 31, 1980. 

Ivy worked for Jack's Mens Wear. Then for 
several years she worked at Eaton's, She was a 
charter member of St. John’s Ambulance and 
also kept up her volunteer work in the church. 

We have three sons — 
GLEN was born January 24, 1999, and married 
Carol Ponto, formerly of Eckville. They have two 
boys and one girl,; Trevor, Colin and Kathy. 
Glen is on the staff of the Chemistry Depart- 
ment, of the University of Alberta. Carol is a 
former employee of the Bank of Montreal in Red 
Deer, and now works part time for the Bank of 
Montreal in Edmonton, where they have lived 
since their marriage. 
JERRY was born June 30, 1944, and married a 
Red Deer girl, Lynne Higgins. They have two 
boys; Jay and David, Jerry is an Economist and 
has his own consulting firm. He also has a pic- 
ture frame manufacturing business, together 
with a sign manufacturing plant; which he and 
Lynne operate jointly. Lynne was @ school 
teacher, and has since taken courses in Busi- 
ess Management and Administration, They 
make Edmonton their home. 
LEROY is Senior Buyer fora large oil equipment 
firm in Calgary. He has one son, Bruce. 


JOHN BIGAM married Bertha Weber who 
was a sister of Stella Zimmerman. They had 
three children; Norman, Alice and Lyle. They 
spent most of their lives in the Peace River 
Country. Alice married William Pearce. They 
had one little girl. The three of them contracted 
T.B. The baby died when she was around two 
and Alice died about five years later, but Billie 
































Pearce recovered and now lives at Whitelaw, 
Alberta 

Bertha passed away in 1941, and John died 
in November 13, 1952, Norman is a cabinet 
maker and lives at Hines Creek. He has four 
sons. Lyle, an engineer with D.P.W. lives in Ed~ 
monton. He has three step children. 


BIGAM, GEORGE HALL 
By: Ivy (Duncan) Bigam 

George Hall Bigam moved to the Bentley 
District, with his parents, in 1902. He martied 
Jessie Stephenson in 1928. They lived on the 
homestead on the north shore of Sylvan Lake. 
‘They had three children; Robert, Merle, and De- 
lores. They moved to Ponoka in 1937 and re- 
turned to Bentley in 1941. George Bigam passed 
away in July, 1941. Jessie and the children lived 
in Bentley until 1951, when they moved to 
Edmonton. 

Robert Bigam lives in Red Deer. Merle mar- 
ried Norman Thompson from Spruce View. 
They now live in Edmonton. Delores married 
Reinhart Drisner of Newbrook, Alberta. Jessie 
lived with her daughter for a number of years 
and now resides in Edmonton. 





George and Jessie Bigam, 
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BIGAM, MRS. JESSIE 
By Jessie Bigam 

My parents, Robert and Ida Stephenson, 
‘came from Hastings, Nebraska, in 1900, with a 
family of nine children. They settled on a farm, 
‘two and a half miles from Bentley, Alberta. 

My mother's brother, Ted Zeluf, built our 
first log house and also a barn. We had horses 
and some oxen. I was born eight months after 
their arrival and my sister, Laura, three years 
later. 

My sister and | are the only surviving 
members of our family. 

My father passed away in 1909 and also my 
brother, Al, in 1911, My mother stayed on the 
farm until her death in 1947. My brother, Walter, 
took over the farm after Father's death, My sis- 
ter, Laura, and | often walked into Bentley for 
groceries. Sometimes we got a ride with neigh- 
bors. My first school was close by, built by our 
neighbors, and called Stephenson School. My 
first teacher was Mr. Munro. My mother boarded 
a good many of the teachers. The Bentley Uni- 
ted Church was the first church in Bentley and 
my Sunday School teacher was Mrs. Birch. Our 
doctor was Dr. Evans, 

We had several neighbors, so very kindly. 
(One family was the Coles. Others were the Sulli- 
vans, Miles, Uhligs, and the Garries. 

| was married to George Bigam, July 3, 
1928, and we lived on a farm at Sylvan Lake. | 
have three children, Robert, Merle, and Delores. 
My husband passed away in July, 1948. Robert 
is in Red Deer. Merle and Norman live in Edmon- 
ton and have five children, Sharon, Brian, Kevin, 
Vicki, and Mark. Delores and Reinhart live at 
Newbrook, Alberta, on a farm. They have four 
children; Leslie and Lynn, the twins, and Dow- 
nice and Debbie. Leslie, Lynn and Downice are 
working In Edmonton. Debbie is at home, going 
to school yet. Lynn was married May 31st. 

lam now living in a Senior Citizen's Home, 
Central Manor, and have been here four years 
and am enjoying it. 


BIGAM, MURRAY AND FAMILY 
By Laura Bigam 

Murray Bigam was the youngest of the four 
boys and one girl born to Thomas and Elizabeth 
Bigam, and was five years of age when they 
arrived in Alberta. Their home was situated on 
the north side of Syivan lake, at that time called 
Snake Lake, on S.E. 19-39-1-5 and the build- 
ings were close to the lake. 

















44 


This was where he spent agood share of his 
time, fishing and boating in summer and skating 
in winter. Many times he and his sister, Hazel, 
‘would be skating on dangerous ice and would 
have to jump the cracks for safety. Often they 
would skate over to town, coming home in the 
moonlight. 

‘Murray took his grade school at the Carritt 
school and had to walk 3 miles. In cold weather 
Murray and Hazel would stop in at Judd Carritt’s 
place where there was always a nice warm fire 
waiting for them, and after getting warm, would 
proceed on to school. After grade school, he 
took his high school in Red Deer. 

He liked to sing and usually sang at 
concerts and social programs at Rainy Creek as 
the district was very active in church work and 
‘Young Peoples groups. 

Murray enlisted in the first World War and 
went overseas but never saw action. When his 
battalion left for France, he was in the hospital 
with measles, and when the war ended he was. 
able to return home, but enjoyed England and 
Scotland and made many friends there. 

After returning home, he bought the Nv 
15-99-1-5, somemachinery, 4 good horses, and 
started to clear land for farming. His brother, 
Andrew, lived across the road and they often 
exchanged help and had many debates as to 
who had the best horses and could pull the 
biggest loads. For batching, he hada little shack 
and granary and Sid Thompson, who helped 
him, often talks about those days and how grim 
they were. 

Murray had a buckskin horse which was 
well-known around the neighborhood and he 
later bought Tony, a bay, and made many trips 
north to the Stephenson farm at Bentley. 

In 1925 Murray married Laura Stephenson, 
the youngest daughter of Mrs. Ida Stephenson 
and the wedding was at Mrs. Stephenson's 
home, with family and friends present. For their 
honeymoon, Murray and Laura went to 
Lacombe by sleigh and to Calgary by train and 
then returned to Murray's farm. 

Murray and Laura had § children. Two are 
deceased and those surviving are Joyce, 
Lawrence and Larry. 

‘Joyce took grade school at Durham and 
high school in Bentley. She attended Bible 
‘School for 3 years and graduated in 1949. In 
1958 she married Mike Shram, living in 
Edmonton and Calgary and now in Lethbridge 
and they have 3 children, Kendall, Rick and 











Murray ond Laura Bigam - 19 





Diane. Joyce has recently purchased a cabin at 
Sylvan Lake in the Sunnyside Pentecostal Camp. 
grounds, which was originally part of the Bigam 
homestead 

Lawrence started school at Durham, then 
went to Bentley and Carritt schools and finished 
in Bentley. He went to Edmonton and started 
working for Wawanesa Co. He and Shirley 
Jensen were married in 1958 and they have 3 
children, Connie, Terry and Linda. In 1967 they 
purchased Bannister and Thorne Agencies and 
moved to Red Deer. They now have a home at 
Sylvan Lake, which was also Bigam property. 

Larry started school in Bentley, went by 
school bus, and graduated from there. He 
worked in Edmonton and Prince George and 
attended Bible School for 3 years, graduating in 
1970. While working in Red Deer, he married 
Boverly Webb, of Victoria, in 1970, and they have 
3 children, Murray, Kimberly and Shelley and 
live in Red Deer, The home church of the 
Bigams has been the Pentecostal and they have 
attended for many years. 








Murray, during his lifetime, served the 
community on the Durham schoo! board for 
many years and also served on the church board 
of the Bentley Pentecostal church and during 
his last years was made an Honorary Board 
Member. 

During the second World War Murray 
served his country in the Veteran's Guard. 
‘These men guarded war prisoners in different 
parts of Western Canada. After the war Murray 
continued farming and lived there until his death 
November 3, 1965. | now live in Red Deer. 


BIRCH FAMILY 
By John W. Birch 

Much of my reminiscing in this report may 
be a little hazy as to dates and details. Being an 
only chitd with no brothers or sisters and having 
Not lived in Bentley since summer of 1923, with 
Mother and Dad long since passed away, | 
have no one to ask so must depend on me- 
mory and | am going back a long way! 


My father was HERB BIRCH, and was, | 
believe, the first blacksmith in Bentley. He came 
west from Summerside, P-E.I, — why, | do not 
know and | do not know the reason he came to 
Bentley. 1am sure he had the pioneer spirit-"go 
west, young man, go west”. The year was about 
1903. He was single and lived in a hotel on the 
north side of the main street, run by Mrs, Taylor, 
from England. He set up his business and then 
started to build a house for his bride, Mattie 
Rogers, who he was bringing out from Free- 
town, P.E.I. She arrived in July 1905 and he met 
her at the C.P.R. train from Calgary, at Black- 
falds. They were married in Blackfalds and 
drove to Bentley by horse and buggy. | was born 
in January, 1907. 

Our house was on the street running east 
and west, one block south of the main street 
coming in from the east - | believe it was called 
McPherson Ave. at that time. We were on the 
orth side of the street the second house east 
from the corner of the north and south street one 
block up the hill from the main road going south 
Next door to us, on'the north east corner was 
Archie Putland of Putland & Thorp General 
Store. Across the alley from us northward, fac- 
ing the main road in from the east, was Frank 
Thorp’s residence, later occupied by Jesse 
Evernden and Bert Williams’ home. 

| remember well the big fire that levelled 
most of one side of the main business street. | 
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could not be sure of the year, but | was very 
young — maybe 6 or 7 years of age. As | re- 
member everything was burned to the ground 
from the main corner up the hill east (on the 
south side) — the garage, butcher shop, Blish’s 
store, Williams’ Hotel and livery stable and my 
dad's blacksmith shop — not sure but perhaps 
there was another business or two. There was @ 
bit of open space east of my father's shop, then 
Mrs. Bullock's house, the United Church par- 
sonage and the old brick church on the corner 
with the still older tog church behind. These 
first four did not burn. It was surely a frighten- 
ing experience. 

In the earlier days there was no doctor or 
dentist in Bentley; we had to go to Lacombe (15 
miles) for these services and some shopping for 
things not handled in Bentley. When we went it 
was by horse and buggy, an all day's journey — 
up and away long before daylight and home 
after dark. Dr. Hynes was the physican and 
surgeon, | don't remember the name of the 
dentist. 

Later on, | think about 1914, Dr. Loughbaum 
came to practice in Bentley. | remember Dr. 
Loughbaum! It was decided that | should have 
my tonsils and adenoids out so he came to our 
home. | was laid out on the kitchen table. When 
he slapped that ether mask over my face | 
thought for sure I was going to die. Mother was 
‘on my feet, Dad was holding my shoulders but 
they had to call in a neighbor or two to hold me 
down. When | woke up my tonsils and adenoids 
were gone. 

L remember the first airplane | ever saw in 
my life. Itwas probably about 1916 or 1917. | was 
sweeping out the schoolhouse — the old white 
Oxford School (the school and grounds were on 
the main street, north side, across from the Uni- 
ted Church) when all of a sudden | heard a 
‘commotion. Running out the door | saw Johnny 
Meredith (Meredith's house was across the 
street behind the school - north). He was like a 
kid out of his mind — hooting and yelling and 
jumping up and down like crazy. Sure enough, 
there was this little biplane circling overhead 
It had come from Edmonton for our first of 
July celebration the next day. They had a strip 
cleared and ready for it to land just west of the 
railroad tracks, north of the road to the west, 
going to the Blindman river. People were ta- 
ken for rides for $15 — just a few minutes up 
and down, 

| started to schoo! in Grade in the old white 
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Oxford schoolhouse, in the fall of 1914. Bill 
Grant was my first teacher. Am not sure, but | 
believe | was in the first Grade nine when the 
High School was started, It was the fall of 1920, 
Miss Noiles was the new High School teacher 
and we used the old log church, behind the red 
brick church on the corner. Miss Noiles later 
married John McQueen, the druggist. That year 
the new two room brick schoo! was built on the 
(Oxford schoo! grounds in front of the old white 
school house, so when | came to grade ten we 
were able to use the new school. Atthat time the 
High School only went up to Grade 11 — there 
was no Grade 12, 

‘Two reasons were apparent for our decision 
to move to Calgary in August of 1923. Dad had 
been fighting diabetes for 3 or 4 years, was 
slowly losing his strength and could not cope 
with the hard work of the blacksmith shop, and 
my parents wanted me to take Grade 12 which 
was not available in Bentley. So home and shop 
and business were sold and we were on our way 
to the big city. Dad died in Calgary on Christmas 
day 1929, He is buried in the cemetery in Ben- 
tley. Mother lived many years in Calgary as a 
widow, working in the drapery and dry goods 





{Ada Gillund, Emil Biornson, Esther ond Mary 
front of Hugh Gunn's candy store - 1925 

















business, then spent the last few years of her life 
at the Coast in the Vancouver, B.C. area. She 
died in July, 1953 in New Westminster, B.C. and 
is buried there. 

I lived in Calgary for 20 years, 15 of which 
were spent working for Jenkins Groceterias, 
managing one of the branch stores in the west 
end of the city. In December of 1930 | married 
Garnet Kepler. In December of 1943, due to my 
wite's health and need for lower altitude and 
warmer climate we moved, with our five children 
to Portland, Oregon where her parents resided. 
Since coming here two more children were 
orn, five of them - one girl and four boys are 
married and still living in this area. One gir! is 
married and living in Grande Prairie, Alberta, 
‘One son is married and living in Three Hills, 
Alberta. He is Vice-President - Business Ad- 
ministration of Prairie Bible Institute. Since 
‘coming to Portland 37 years ago | have been 
‘employed in sales of office equipment - furni- 
ture, printing, stationery etc. and have been 
with the same firm, Smith Brothers Office Out 
fitters, for the last 30 years 


John W. Birch 


-d, George Hankins, Hugh Gunn and Elmer Gillund in 





Pipes welded together for separating wet gas from diy. Work done by Sig Blornson. Date unknown, 


BJORNSON FAMILY, LARS AND SOPHIE 
By Esther Vig and Edwin Solberg 


Lars and his wite, Sophie, came from the 
States in 1904. They had seven sons, ranging in 
age from two years and up. They settled south 
west of Bentley on the farm that now belongs 
to Clarence Woods. Sophie was kept busy 
cooking and washing for their seven boys and 
themselves. Lars was a carpenter and built 
several homes in the Blindman Valley, one of 
which was Casper Vig’s home. Asbjorn was 
the eldest son, and he helped his father a lot. 
Carl was the second boy, who married Ida 
Isaacson from Eckville. They had two sons and 
two daughters. They moved to California, 
where Carl passed away some years ago. Ida 
jg still living, at the age of 93, with her daught- 
er. Lars Bjornson passed away in 1921, and is. 
buried in the Vig Cemetery, beside a little 
granddaughter. Sophie Bjornson played the 
organ at the Vig Lutheran Church for quite 
some time. Although we only had services 
‘once @ month, every one came as a family. by 
horses as there were few cars then. 

Carl owned a blacksmith shop in Bentley. 


He also played the violin for house gatherings, 
with his mother on the organ or piano. All the 
boys were very talented and musical. The third 
son, Leonard, married Leona West. They had 
‘two sons and moved to Peace River. Louie, the 
fourth son, was good on the violin and a good 
worker. The fifth son, Willie, married Malfreda 
Longfjord from the Gilby district. Emil, the sixth 
son, worked with his younger brother, Sigtred; 
owning his own welding shop in Bentley. He was 
fa top welder. He married Hattie Gilland, and 
they had five sons, They lived in Bentley, Rim- 
bey, Sylvan Lake, and Edmonton. Sig always 
had lots of welding to do. Both Sig and Hattie 
have passed away, as have also four of their 
sons, One son, Norman, is left and he lives in 
Edmonton. | am enclosing some pictures, 
mostly of Sig and his wife, taken in 1925. There 
is also one of us young people standing in front 
of Hugh Gunn's Candy Store. That's where we 
spent our spare time. The boys would buy us 
that delicious home made candy. Most peoplein 
Bentley still remember that Hugh Gunn candy. 
In 1926 my mother ran this store as a coffee 
shop, and now, in 1981, we still have that candy 
store for our living room, which | am both 
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pleased and surprised to have. There are many 
‘good memories of fifty-six years ago. 


BLINDMAN VALLEY CO-OPERATIVE 
‘ASSOCIATION 
By Bob Carlyle 

Since early settlement days in western Can- 
ada, farmers have been faced with marketing 
their produce. Initially, distances to market were 
great and from very limited operations, only 
small amounts of grain or numbers of lives- 
tock were ready for sale at one time. Under 
such circumstances, individual farmers had no 
bargaining power at the central markets. As a 
result, small groups began going together and 
making up larger lots to ship and, hopefully, 
increase their returns. 

Grain farmers in southern Saskatchewan 
were successful in forming marketing organiza 
tions that grew rapidly and resulted in consider- 
able savings to the producers, The movement 
spread to neighboring provinces and the three 
Provincial Wheat Pools were formed as a result. 

‘Similar organizations sprang up for the 
marketing of livestock and dairy products as 
well. The United Farmers of Alberta (U.F.A.) had 
built up a strong organization, supported by a 
large majority of the farmers. They entered the 
political field and won the provincial election in 
4921. Their success was due to the work of the 
large number of local groups that had sprung up 
over the province. 

In John Holmen's home in January, 1923, a 
meeting of the Sunset Hill U.F.A. Local was held 
and the Blindman Valley Livestock Co-operative 
came into being, Rather than sell their hogs and 
cattle to local buyers, individually, they planned 
‘on making weekly shipments of carload lots di- 
rectly to central markets in Calgary and Edmon- 
ton. Previous to this, a few farmers had been 
getting together and bargaining with different 
buyers, and perhaps getting a somewhat better 
price. With much larger, regular shipments, they 
‘would be in a position to deal directly with the 
packing plants. 

Plans were made by the U.F.A. group for a 
membership drive, with a goal of, atleast, three 
hundred before operations would begin. Can- 
vassing every farmer in the Bentley-Rimbey 
area, in order to obtain signed contracts, was a 
big job. Meetings were held in Bentley, Rimbey, 
Forhsee and Lockhart to outline plans and dis- 
cuss problems. 

‘Those signing the first by-laws and Memo- 








randum of Association, were: *J.W. Robson. 
“R.E, Chowen, Philo Slaughter, Wm. Surratt, Ed 
Hearstad, “Fred Ellsworth, C.A. Calkins, J.R. 
Hutton, Garl 0. Vig, Alfred Vig, “A.J. Anderson. 
“A.B, Haarstad, Oscer Vig, “Ray Slaughter, AM. 
Berry, Arch Kincheloe, W.J. Begert, R.J. Parkin- 
son, “EJ. Wyatt and Harold Hopkins. ("elected 
directors"). Mr. J.H. Thompson, United Grain 
Growers agent at Bentley was appointed 
secretary-treasurer and part-time manager 
when operations began. 

The first shipment of hogs was made on 
February 12, 1924, Mr. RF. Attwood, of the 
ULG.G. livestock department of Calgary stock- 
yards, had met the board a few days previous 
and he agreed to take all hogs shipped until 
June 1st, at a price not more than 65° per owt, 
below the Calgary market. Selling to local buy- 
fs, the price had been as much as $2.00 per cwt. 
below Calgary. With hogs, selling at 12¢ per Ib. 
farmers were actually getting over 15% more by 
shipping through the Co-operative. As business 
volume increased and the operation became 
more efficient, there were times in later years 
when Blindman hogs were actually selling at 
Calgary price, when loaded on cars at local 
shipping points. 

This newly formed organization was thus a 
‘great success from the beginning. Membership. 
increased until it reached 1,500 and the area of 
operations expanded considerably - north to 
Winfiold and Breton and then east to Warburg. 
‘Sunnybrook and Thorsby. Italso went east from 
Bentley to Lacombe and Blackfalds. Hogs 
made up the bulk of the business, but sheep 
and cattle were handled as well 

The organization became known as “The 
Hog Pool” and shipping day was "Hog Day” 
This was the busiest day in the week for the 
stores and other businesses in towns where 
loading was done. Weigh scales were installed 
in small buildings adjacent to the railway's 
stockyards.A local man, usually a farmer living 
close by, was employed at each point to mark. 
all animals for identification and make an ini- 
tial payment on the hogs. Final payment was 
made when the grading statements were re- 
ceived from a government grader. 

In early years, annual meetings of the Asso- 
ciation drew large crowds - as high as 300 
members, For some time the annual meetings 
were held in January and were alternated be- 
tween Bentley and Rimbey and Lacombe. On 
several occasions a special train was run totake 


members to and from the meeting. As well as 
annual reports and election of officers, there 
were lively discussions on management prob- 
lems and plans for future expansion. The min- 
utes also reveal a keen interest in other 
problems confronting agriculture or affecting 
society as a whole, 

‘The U.F.A. government in the province con- 
tinued to actively assist farmers in setting up 
marketing organizations for their products. AS 
more local shipping associations, such as the 
Blindman Valley Co-op, were formed, the go- 
vernment promoted a provincial selling organi- 
zation, which would do the selling for the 
smaller groups. Their efforts were not too suc- 
cessful in this area, however, and they dropped 
the project. The plan was then taken up by a 
number of shipping associations in the province 
and the Alberta Livestock Co-operative came in 
to being. The A.L.C. became the central selling 
agency for all livestock associations. With offi- 
ces in both Calgary and Edmonton, it dida good 
job for the member associations. A member of 
the Board of the Blindman Valley Association, 
usually the President, served continuously on 
the A.L.C. board. The A.L.C. was able to exert 
more pressure on governments and packer buy- 
ers, than could the shipping associations acting 
separately. 

The Dominion Dept. of Agriculture set up a 
hog grading scheme in 1922, as an incentive to 
the producers to Improve the quality of their 
hogs. A premium was paid for good quality 
bacon-type hogs over the heavier fat, lard-type, 
which was still popular in the U.S. at that time, 
Making settlement with the farmers on the hogs 
created much more work for the co-op organi- 
zations and occasionally resulted in disputes 
with government graders as well as shippers. 

In @ move toward still more improvement 
in the quality of Canadian bacon, rail grading 
was introduced. Grading was done after hogs 
were slaughtered and hung on the rail and was 
a much more accurate method of assessing 
the value of the carcass than grading the ani- 
mal alive, There were difficulties in ironing out 
the problems involved in this more comp- 
licated method and again the Biindman Valley 
and other shipping organizations played an 
important part. 

The Blindman Co-op was occasionally 
faced with problems not directly involving the 
handling of livestock. In March, 1946 when a 
dozen stolen hogs were marketed through the 
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association, the rightful owners took action to 
recover the returns. The judge decided in their 
favor and the local shippers for the hog pool 
‘were very cautious about accepting livestock 
from strangers thereatter. 

The AF.U. (Alberta Farmers Union), a 
rather militant group that was organized in the 
war years, called a non-delivery strike to attract 
attention to the depressed prices of agricultural 
products, They pressured farm co-operatives to 
refuse to accept grain, livestock, cream etc., for 
the duration of the strike. Since all members of 
the Blind man Co-op did not support the strike, 
the directors and management were in a very 
difficult position. It was finally decided to refuse 
doliveries until a plebiscite of the members 
could be held. Fortunately, the strike was over 
before this could be done. 

Resolutions passed et B.V.C.A. annual 
‘meetings and director's meetings cover a wide 
range of topics. It was an indication of the keen 
interest members had, not only in agriculture, 
but other fields as well 

During World War 2 a “Bacon for Britain” 
campaign launched by the Canadian Govern- 
ment was strongly supported by the hog pool. 
Along with other livestock organizations, they 
urged the government to set a fixed price for 
hogs, to encourage maximum production. 

When the war ended, the Canadian Federa- 
tion of Agriculture, to which B.V.C.A. belonged, 
requested the continuation of wage and price 
controls, These controls had been in the best 
interests of farmers during the war but the go- 
vernment yielded to pressure from opposing 
groups. 

Interested in continuing improvementin the 
quality of animal products and efficient produc- 
tion, the Co-op asked the Department of Agri- 
culture to begin extensive research in 
cross-breeding and development of new 
breeds. Itwas pointed out that the Experimental 
Stations at that time were merely keeping pure- 
bred herds and doing little, or no research or 
experimental work with livestock 

‘Assistance was given to other co-operatives 
whenever possible. At the Annual Meeting in 
July, 1945, the year’s surplus of $820.00 was 
loaned, interest free, to the newly formed Co- 
‘operative Implement Co. 

In the post-war years, groups of farmers in 
all parts of the province were pressing for elect- 
ric power. The B.V.C.A. strongly supported ma- 
jor farm organizations which were urging 
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government to set up a publicly owned power 
system to provide power to rural and urban con- 
sumers at cost. They also reprimanded the 
ALL. for allowing a commentator on the noon 
‘market broadcast to speak out strongly against 
public ownership of power. 

With the end of the war came a sharp de- 
cline in exports of bacon to Britain and a result- 
ing drop in hog prices. This was a matter of 
concern to the B.V.C.A. and in a resolution 
passed November 15, 1945 asked the govern- 
ment to seek other markets and to allow the 
Meat Board to continue handling exports, 

In the 1950's a slow decline in marketings 
became noticeable, and by 1961 mixed cars of 
cattle were discontinued. A dropping-off in at- 
tendance at annual meetings was also becom- 
ing a matter of concern, with no representatives 
from some districts to elect directors. The in- 
crease in long-distance trucking with larger and 
more efficient vehicles, made possible by better 
highways and district roads, was, undoubtedly, 
the most important factor in this change. The 
railways were becoming less interested in mov- 
ing livestock and service was deteriorating. The 
building of a packing plant in Red Deer drew 
more hogs directly from the farm to market, 
by-passing the Pool 

‘The central selling organization, the A.L.C. 
was not getting a large enough share of the total 
sales to have any great effect on prices. Interest 
in marketing boards, which would have the 
power to set prices and control the supply, was 
growing. Ontario hog producers had taken this 
step, and were apparently satisfied with it. They 
realized that such an organization should be 
national and were hopeful that other provinces 
would follow. Here again the B.V.C.A. took a 
teading part in attempting to get action, 

At the 1956 Annual Meeting the following 
resolution was passed: 

“Whereas: surpluses have a disastrous effect 
on the livestock market, and can only be effec- 
tively dealt with by some form of central selling, 
Therefore be it resolved that we ask the F.U.A, 
A.LC. and the A.F.A. to combine their efforts to 
formulate a broad plan for the marketing of 
hogs, to present to the producers for study and 
information.” This resolution was acted upon 
and a marketing board was eventually set up. 
Unfortunately, no real effort was made to sell 
all hogs in the province, make it national in 
scope or to control supply. 

The B.V.C.A, continued for a while to as~ 





semble hogs for the Alberta Hog marketing 
Board but as the hog producers developed 
larger operations, they did their own hauling to 
central markets and the local shipping associa- 
tions, such as the B.V.C.A,, ceased to function, 

“The last Annual Meeting of the Association, 
the 52nd, was held on August 20, 1975. The 
directors were authorized by the members pres- 
ent to sell the remaining property and divide the 
assets among the Senior Citizen’s Lodges in 
Thorsby, Winfield, Rimbey, Bentley and La- 
combe. 

‘A history of the Blindman Valley Co- 
operative would not be complete without a trib- 
ute, not only to those who were responsible for 
its origin, but those whose dedication, initia~ 
tive and hard work resulted in many years of 
successful operation. After Mr. Thompson had 
served two years as provisional secretary, the 
board was fortunate in securing the services of 
Glen Wright as full-time Manager and 
Secretary-Treasurer. Glen had spent a few ye- 
ars on the family farm before attending Ontario. 
Agricultural College for one term, On his return 
to the farm at Rimbey he also acted as local 
shipper for the Co-op. After his second year at 
this, he accepted the management position and 
moved to the "Head Office” at Bentley (a 12’ by 
16’ building on skids). He did an excellent job in 
the office and supervising shippers over a string 
of loading points, extending for nearly a 
hundred miles. He also played a very important 
role in improving the quality of hogs in the val- 
ley. 

The names of S.G. Carlyle, L.B. Thomson, 
$.G. Freeborn and F, Newcombe of the Provin- 
clal and Federal departments of Agriculture are 
mentioned in the minutes as having been asso- 
ciated with the Co-op manager in promotion 
work. These and many others spoke at annual 
meetings and other gatherings and presented 
the latest information available on breeding, 
feeding and general livestock management. 
Many purebred boars were distributed and Boys 
and Girls Swine and Calf Clubs set up. 

Glen made many trips to eastern Canada to 
discuss problems with personnel in the Market 
ing Branch of the Dept. of Agriculture and with 
members of livestock organizations there. He 
became known across Canada for his work in 
the field of co-operative livestock marketing. 
The successful operation of the B.V.C.A. was 
due, in a large measure to the 40 years which 
Glen Wright spent there. 





Another longtime worker for the B.V.C.A 
was Ed Chowen. Ed was elected presidentat the 
second annual convention and served in that 
office for 21 years until his retirement from farm- 
ing. Having been in business before coming to 
the west to farm, his experience was an asset to 
the B.V.C.A. He and Glen Wright played an im- 
portant part in the creation of the provincial 
marketing co-operative, the A.L.C., and gave it 
their strong support. Ed frequently stated that 
he did not believe the A.LC., which never 
handled more than 45% of the hogsor 15%of the 
cattle, could make any real change in the mar- 
keting system. The A.L.C. should lead the way 
and become a part of a National Livestock Mar- 
keting Board, with the power to contro! both 
prices and production. 

Others who served as president in the or- 
ganization were E.J. Wyatt (the first member to 
hold this office), E.C. Crooker, M.E. Brooks, 
RH, Carlyle, A.B. Haarstad, H.H. Peterson and 
F, Rice. Others served as board members down 
through the years. 

There is a note of sadness in winding up the 
affairs of a once thriving and expanding organi- 
zation, which was receiving the support of a 
great many people. It was.a difficult task for the 
directors remaining on the board during the 
final years. Such an ending, however, cannot 
detract, in any way, from the tremendously 
worthwhile achievements of the organization. It 
brought significantly larger financial returns to 
the members, particularly in periods of de- 
pressed prices, 

Recommendations made by annual meet- 
ings, and by the directors from time to time, 
were recognized and frequently acted upon by 
provincial and federal governments. A visit from 
‘the Department of Agriculture representative in 
(Ottawa was being driven through the valley and 
remarked on the beautiful country side and 
added “So this is where the resolutions come 
from, 

The record of the Blindman Valley Co- 
operative Association during its fifty-two years 
of existence, is one of which its founding 
members would have been exceedingly proud. 


BLISH, EUGENE & FAMILY 
By Hugh Blish 


‘Our father, Eugene Blish, came with his par- 
ents from the U.S.A. in 1901, He went to schoo! 
at Rainy Creek. Eugene went to work for the 
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‘Thorps, Bill Peterson, and the Martins, in the 
Bentley Garage, He was one of the best me- 
chanics in the country and was offered a lot of 
g00d jobs in other parts of Alberta, but chose to 
spend his life in Bentley. Dad loved to ski. Sev- 
eral times he skied from Rocky Mountain House 
to Lake Louise. Grandad Blish, Dad, andallof us. 
boys went skiing on Sunday when the weather 
‘was good. When we got home from these skiing 
trips Mom would have a nice hot meal waiting 
forus. These were great times. Dad passed away 
in 1976. 

Our mother, Sylvia, was born in Bentley. 
She went to school in Blackfalds and grew up 
south of Bentley on her parents’ farm. Sylvia was 
very active in church work and raising her four 
sons. She was a wonderful mother and a great 
cook. Mother passed away in 1975, 


‘The Blish boys were Eugene, Hugh, Clif- 
ford, and Norman, 

Eugene, Jr., married Louise Makay. They 
have three children, Sherry, John, and Todd, 
Eugene, Jr. was born in Bentley in 1932. He grew 
up and went to school in Bentley. When he was 
older he worked on construction jobs; then took 
up mechanics and, like his dad, is very goodat it 
He has worked for many years at White Farm 
Equipment in Ontario. He is one of the head men 
with that firm in the tractor and combine div- 
ision, He lives in Paris, Ontario and works at the 
plant at Brantford. 

Hugh Blish was born in Bentley in 1934, 
where he was raised and attended school. He 
married Joyce Makay in 1955. They have six 
children, Brenda, Hugh, Ted, Beverley, Bonny, 
and Bradley. Hugh has worked in the heavy con- 
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struction business most of his life, and now 
‘owns @ ready mix concrete plant and gravel bus- 
iness in Fort McMurray, Alberta. He has ahouse 
in Bentley, where he hopes to retire some day. 

Clifford Blish was born in Bentley in 1936, 
where he went to school. After leaving school 
one of his first jobs was running “Buggy”, haul- 
ing dirt on the new highway being built between 
Bentley and Rimbey. After that he went driving 
truck, hauling new cars from Ontario to Alberta. 
Clifford was killed in 1954, just east of Calgary, 
when their truck and load of cars hit atrain at a 
rallway crossing, 

Norman Blish was born in Bentley in 1937 
and went to school there. After graduating he 
entered the ministry, For over 15 years Norman 
travelled with Evangelist and party. He went to 
many different countries, Norman married Ethel 
Lane in 1977 in Oregon. They are residing in 
Hawail at present. They are both evangelists and 
carry on their work in many of the cities of the 
central States and Canada. 


BLISH, J.G. FAMILY 
By Fern Moody and Norma Dickau 

Mr. and Mrs. John Blish came to the Rainy 
Creek district from Welsh, Louisiana, in 1901 
with their family of Winnie, Alice, Ethel and Eu- 
gene, and homesteaded there. 

The Carritts, Woods and Peabodys were 
also settled in the district and each family lived 
in a small one-roomed shack with lofts above 
Mr. Blish was employed at Cummings saw- 


mill about 2 miles around the east side of Gull 
Lake from the present Aspen Beach, 

He had suffered from malaria in Louisiana, 
but his health was much improved afterhe came 
to Alberta, However, he had the misfortune to 
lose 3 fingers and have one foot badly scalded 
while working in the mill. Later he contracted 
scarlet fever and the entire family was placed 
under quarantine. 

Two more daughters, Lily and Fern were 
born in the early years. 

Later, Mr. Blish traded his quarter for the 
Peabody land and a larger house was built 

Mr. Blish served on the board of the Carritt 
‘School for several years before moving to Ben- 
tley in 1913. There they ran a general store with 
the O'Neil brothers on the south side of the main 
street. This was destroyed when the entire south 
side burned in 1916, 

AA store was then opened on the north side 
of the street, whore it still stands and is now 
‘occupied by a Dairy Bar. Since Mr. Blish sold it, 
it has been owned by several people. 

{At one time, the living room, before it was 
used by the Blish family, had been a drug sto- 
9, a doctor's office and also a cate. 

Mrs. Blish helped her husband in the store 
for many years. She was known for her hospital 
ity and for giving travellers meals. This was be- 
fore the days of the railroad and all travel was 
done by horses and wagons. 

Mr. & Mrs. Blish were fondly known as 

‘Maggie & Jiggs” and their home was always a 
gathering place for sing-songs and visitations 
enjoyed by young and old. 

‘They took their grandchildren, Chesley and 
Norma Harper, at a very young age and gave 
them a fine upbringing 

‘The community was shocked and saddened 
by the sudden death of Mrs. Blish in 1934, and 
she is buried in the Bentley cemetery, 

Winnie married Findlay Kelso and they re- 
sided on a farm in the Durham district and later 
moved to the Vancouver area where both of 
them passed away. 

‘Alice married Tom Harper and both are 
deceased. 

Ethel married George Davidson and resided 
at Field, B.C. where George was employed by 
the C.P-R. They later retired to Victoria where 
George still resides and Ethel is deceased. 

Eugene married Sylvia Petry of the Aspe- 
lund district and they lived in Bentley and raised 
a family of 4 sons. Eugene workedallhislife asa 
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mechanic and it was said he could fix anything. 
They are both deceased and buried in the Ben- 
tley cemetery. 

Lily was well-known in the community asa 
pianist and she worked in the post office for 
many years. She passed away at Fort Langley in 
1962 

Fern married W.J. Moody and they live at 
Victoria, 8.C. 

Mr. Blish sold his store in 1946 and he and 
Lily retired to Fort Langley, 8.C., where he led 
an active life, building a house and having a 
large garden. He continued to take his daily 
walks although his eyesight was failing. He was 
able to make two or three trips back to Bentley 
and his beloved Blindman Valley. 

He passed away at Fort Langley in 1966, at 
the age of ninety-two years and was buried in 
the family plot at Bentley. 

The family had always been interested in 
the church where they lived and attended the 
Methodist church in Rainy Creek and Bentley 
and later joined the Pentecostal church in 
Bentley. 

Mr. Blish took part in local affairs and was 
mayor of Bentley for one term. 


BOBYE FAMILY, PETER 
by Hazel Bobye 


Peter Bobye was born at Stuartburn, Manit- 
ba, His family moved to Saskatchewan, and it 
was there that his mother passed away during 
the ‘flu epidemic of 1918" and his father died 
suddenly a few years later, leaving the family 
orphaned. He had two brothers and one sister. 
After the death of their father, the family scat- 
tered with Pote and his brother Fred only, 
keeping in touch with one another. Pete took a 
barber course in Winnipeg at age sixteen, and 
for a time owned and operated a barber shop 
in Star City, Manitoba. He found this type of 
work too confining so he sold his shop and 
worked out in logging camps in Manitoba and 
farming in Saskatchewan. Like many others at 
that time he got caught up in the Great De- 
pression and wandered the country seeking 
work. From British Columbia he made his way 
‘back to Calgary where he met and made a life 
time friend in Andy Harvilow. He came to the 
Eckville district in the early 1930's, where he 
and his brother Fred made their home with 
Andy on his farm north and east of Eckville 
During the summer months Pete worked as a 


farm hand in the Eckville and Bentley areas; 
winters found him working in various logging 
camps around Rocky Mountain House. Later 
‘on he bought a quarter section of land in the 
Sunset Hill district from the C.P.A. He cleared 
this land by hand whenever he was not away 
working at something else. This land he later 
sold to Mr. Szoke. In the spring of 1941, he 
and his brother went to Vancouver where they 
found employment in the logging industry as 
fallors. They worked on the west coast of Van- 
couver Island falling Sitka Spruce, which wood 
was highly desirable in the manufacture of figh- 
ter planes for the airforce during the war. It was 
while they were in this logging camp that the 
camp was fired upon by the Japanese. The men 
were all issued rifles to defend themselves in 
case of an attack. Happily there werenomoreof 
these incidents and work went on as usual. 
Iwas born at Eckville, the eldest daughter of 
E.G. and Minnie Erickson. | got my grade 
schooling at Saima School and finished High 
School in Eckville and Red Deer, going on to 
take a Secretarial Course at Alberta College in 
Edmonton. | worked for a time for Mr. JM. 
McDonald in Eckville, and then went to work in 
the Bank in Eckville. Pete and | were married at 
Vancouver in December 1942, and during the 
summer of 1943 we came back to Eckville where 
we rented Mother's farm for three years. Itwas at 
Eckville that our two sons, Roland and Irvine 
were born. The lure of “big” money to be made 
in the logging industry of 8.C. was strong and at 
the urging of Fred Bobye we picked up and 
returned to the coast in 1946, living at such pla- 
ces as Tahsis, White Rock and Lang Bay. In 
time, however, this type of work was becoming 
quite seasonal and since it had been a long time 
dream of ours to return to Alberta to farm, we 
came home for a visit in 1951 with the intention 
of seeking a suitable piece of farmland. We 
bought the Ns 19-39-1-W. 5th, which was to be 
our home for the next 23 years. We moved there 
in the spring of 1952. There were only about 20 
acres open for cultivation so the first summer we 
set about to hire land clearing equipment to 
‘open fields for us. During the first few years on 
this farm, Pete found it necessary to return to 
bush work to augment the family income until 
such time as it was possible to make a living off 
the farm. Our first real crop was barley on new 
breaking and the yield was very heavy. At this 
time all we could sell was 3 bushels per specified 
acre with very little hope of an additional quota 





House built for H.O. Nunnemaker by Victor Johannson 


opening up in the near future. The cultivated 
acreage was relatively small so there was pre~ 
cious little grain we could sell! What to do? We 
bought a litter of weaner pigs from Frank Wine 
and thus started to raise hogs. Thereafter we 
really never had anymore problems of what to 
do with surplus grain. That winter after starting 
our hog raising venture saw Pete back in the 
bush and the boys and | looked after the pigs. 
‘The next year Pete had to go back to the woods 
again as the crop laid out under the snow. Pete 
would come home on weekends to grind feed. 
The original herd of sows were farrowing and it 
was up to myself, with the help of Roland and 
Irvine, to see that all went well in this depart- 
ment of our operation. All did go well and from 
that time Pete no longer had to return to the 
woods. 

Roland and Irvine attended school in Ben- 
tley and upon graduating from there they both 
enrolled in technical School in Calgary. Roland 
took Automotives, while Irvine entered the Elec- 
tronics field 

Roland married Jeanette Caseley in Cal- 
gary. They have one son, Kelly. After living in 
‘Singapore for five years they returned to North 
‘America, and are now living in Garland, Texas, 
where Roland is employed as an Instrument En- 
gineer with Geophysical Surveys Inc. 
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1820's. Now owned by Peter Bobye family 


Irvine joined Alberta Government Tele- 
phones upon graduating from Tech. Hemarried 
Eleanor Urquhart of Red Deer. They have one 
son, Michael. They own their own home in 
Calgary. 

We sold the farm in 1973 and moved to Car- 
oline in 1974 to be close to fishing and camping 
which activity we were very enthusiastic about. 
Retirement for Pete was to be very short-lived 
though, as he passed away suddenly in De- 
cember 1975. | have continued to make my 
home in Caroline. | enjoy travelling so have been 
fortunate to have been able to take various trips 
in the past few years, the most memorable one 
being an extended trip to Singapore. Time and 
health permitting, | hope to make more trips but 
| am happy to say that no matter where my 
travols take me | have yet to find any place that is. 
nicer than our own Province of Alberta! 


BROOKE, SIDNEY AND MARGARET 
BySelma Vig 

Sidney Brooke came to the Sunset Hill Dis- 
trict about 1914, with his parents, James and 
Clara Brooke. 

They came to Sidney's homestead, on the 
S.W. %-20-40-2-W, 5th, He broke a few furrows, 
around twenty acres, to “Prove up”, as they 
called it. 








He married Margaret McPherson, of Dun- 
can, B.C., about 1918. Margaret worked in La- 
combe @ couple of winters after they were 
married 


In later years they had the teachers from 
‘Sunset Hill Schoo! board with them. 


‘They had a few acres of field to farm and 
milked a few Jersey cows. 


They drove a 1929 or 30 Chev. Coupe and 
seldom missed a Saturday afternoon show in 
Lacombe or Sylvan Lake. 


James Brooke was born in 1840 and died in 
1919, Clara Brooke was born in 1846 and died in 
1922, 

Sidney and Margaret farmed until the early 
1950's. They then traded their farm forahomein 
Bentley. 


In 1957 Sidney died of a heart attack. He 
was born in 1885. 





Margaret stayed in her Bentley home for a 
few more years, then had a sale. She moved to 
the Lacombe Lodge and later to the Northcott 
Nursing Home, where she died in 1968. Mar- 
garet was born in 1890, 


Sidney and Margaret Brooke 25th wedding anniversar 








BROWN, CHARLES H. 
By Alda Skeols: 

(Qur father, Charles Brown, came to Alberta 
in the spring of 1900, from Nebraska, with his 
wife and three small children. One of these 
daughters still lives in Montana. 

He came with a covered wagon, trailing a 
democrat, with a large crate of chickens. He had 
five head of horses and one saddle horse. He 
stopped near Calgary and bought one milk cow 
and ten beef cows, which he drove to the farm 
near Forshee, where he homesteaded that 

Bruce Brown, hisson, still iveson that farm, 
After Charles lost his wife, a daughter and an 
Infant son, he rented the farm, and with his two 
school age children, returned to Oregon, where 
he operated a sawmill 

In 1909 he met and married our mother, 
Amelia Brown, 

In 1911 they moved back to Alberta, to the 
farm, There they farmed and raised ten children, 
five sons and five daughters. We all attended 
Centreview School. 

Dad and Mother were very good neighbors. 
No one ever left our house hungry, and anyone 
who had no place to go was welcome to stay. 


Our dad loved to hunt, which he passed on 
to his sons. They still gather to have a week's 
hunting each Fall, 

‘Our mother would look after any neighbor 
who was sick or needed help. She was midwife 
to many babies, some born with a doctor, and 
‘some without. She was loved by all 

‘She stil lives in the lodge at Rimbey andhas 
many friends. 

Charles Brown passed away in 1946 at the 
age of 74. | was eleven months old when they 
moved back to Alberta, 


BROWNLOW, HARRY 
By Harry B. Hansen 



















Harry Brownlow was born in 1869 at Bristol 
England, and came to Canada about 1885. From 
Winnipeg he joined a convoy hauling supplies to 
Fort Pitt. It was his first experience in driving 
mules and horses. On his return to Manitoba, he 
took up a homestead about 100 miles west of 
Winnipeg, where he spent 10 years, before com- 
ing to Alberta, where he homesteaded in 1900, 
and spent the rest of his life. 

He did not do much farming but sold his 
Gull Lakefront property as lots for summer 
cottages. He created the summer resort of 
Browntow’s Landing, and operated a store 
there for the convenience of summer cottagers 
and homesteaders, 

His life was wrapped up in politics, local, 


57 
municipal, county, and Provincial. He had a 
taste of them all. He was a member of the Oxford 
School District board, Councillor and Reeve of 
the M.D. of Lorne, and later the County of La- 
combe. He organized the Gull Lake Mutual Tele- 
phone Association, and was President of the 
Lacombe Oldtimer's Association. He served for 
40 years in these and others, and was a strong 
Conservative, always working for his party. 


He had some experience with river boats 
before coming to Alberta, and headed a group 
that brought a small steam boat to Gull Lake. 
‘Some of the others were Mr. Walker & Mr. Ross. 
was aboard this boat in 1911, with its upright 
wood burning boiler, a double decker, 36 or 40 
feet long, named the Sea Gull. It was used 
mostly for pleasure tours and picnic charters. 
Norman. Ross was the licensed engineer. Harry 
Brownlow was also qualified to operate a steam 
boiler. The last time saw the Sea Gull itwas stil 
anchored at Brownlow's Landing in 1911, late in 
the Fall. Do not confuse this vessel with the first 
steamboat on Gull Lake, which was built to 
move rafts of logs and lumber from Cummings 
Mill, This boat was 84 x 19, with kitchen and 
sleeping quarters, and sported a dance floor. 
According to Dave Adams, this boat was dis- 
mantled about 1905 and the lumber was taken to 
Lacombe to build a livery barn. That was the last 
of the Kangaroo, as it was named, 











Brownlows Rending: 
Qlherte - 





Brownlow's Landing - Gull Lake. 


Harry Brownlow's first wife was Lena McKil- 
ligan, daughter of a local homesteader. She died 
shortly after their son, Harry Jr, was born. Their 
neighbors, Mr. & Mrs, Osgood took the baby and 
raised him as their own, to manhood. Harry Jr., 
however, retained the name of Brownlow. 

Brownlow's second wife was Eusebia Dam- 
ant, sister of Alfred Damant, awell known family 
around Bentley. She was an accomplished mu- 
sician and played the organ in the Anglican 
Church in Bentley. She passed away during the 
depression of the 1930's, 

Harry married a third time to a lady from 
England. She joined the local ladies club and 
took an interest in district activities, including 
her husband's official duties. 

Harry Brownlow died in 1946, and his wife 
returned to England. 

Harry Brownlow Jr., died in 1980 in B.C., 
leaving a wife and family. 

Brownlow sold most of his land to Frank 
Dwyer in the early 1920's, and moved down to 
where his store was situated. 


BRUNS FAMILY, A.W. (GUS) 
By Gus Bruns 

Gus came to Bentley in August 1951 to be 

principal of the schools. At that time his wife, 

Ann, and he had 2 children, Gary and Kathy. 

Two more children, Jim and Karen, were born 

in Bentley. We enjoyed the community which 





was a great place to raise a family. 

Gus was the principal for 12 years. Home 
land Schoo! Association was active in those ye- 
ars, Anew high school gymnasium and elemen- 
tary school were built during his stay. He was 
blessed with good staff, students and parents. In 
1961 he received his Master's Degree in Educa- 
tion before accepting the position of Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools for Lacombe 
County. After moving to Lacombe in 1967, he 
became Superintendent. He received the cen- 
tennial medal that year. 

Gus served as Exalted Ruler of Elks Lodge 
#818 and is now a Life Member. He was and still 
is amember of the Bentley Canadian Legion. He 
saw and helped in the building of a new arena. 
The new United Church was built during our 
stay, 

‘Ann was a member of the United Church — 
sang in the choir and taught Sunday School. 
‘She was also a member of the Bentley Kitchen 
Band. 

Gary received an Honors B.Sc. degree. In 
Edmonton he is a chemist for the Department of 
Agriculture for Alberta. He tests the pesticide 
level in foods. He is married and has 2 children 
— a daughter and a son. 

Kathy got her R.N. After nursing some she 
worked in several doctors’ offices. She lives in 
Calgary. She married Jim Phelan and they have 
2 children — a son and a daughter. 


Jim received a B.Sc, degree and a P.D.A.C. 
teaching certificate. He married Phyllis Mid- 
dleton, who is Loan’s Officer in the Royal Bank 
In Lacombe. Jim teaches industrial Arts in 
Bentley, 

Karen was a Dental Assistant. Now she sells 
carpeting for an office firm in Calgary. She mar- 
ried Jack Woodford and now has one daughter. 


BUCKNELL, THOMAS, 
By Harry B. Hansen 

Thomas Bucknell, SE. 17-40-28-W. 4th. 
and N.W. 8-40-28-W. 4th. Tom Bucknell was a 
hardy old Englishman, when he came from 
North Dakota, taking over the land homes- 
teaded by Angus French, The log house, built by 
Angus, was to house Tom Bucknell, Fred Pimm. 
land Benton Wareham. It was torn down in 1944 
when Dr. Leiske bought the farm. A new house 
and barn was built on the site. 

Tom Bucknell was a bachelor, being mar- 
ried in Dakota, and divorced, He had one daugh- 
ter, who used to come occasionally to keep 
house and clean up. Tom was too busy to bother 
with housekeeping. He had about a dozen old 
straw stacks on the place, and sometimes had a 
sow and litter of pigs in every stack; sometimes 
in the neighbors stacks, or in the bush. He never 
knew how many hogs he had. He kept feed avail- 
able for them in the yard, but sometimes they 
wandered a mile or more away, in search of 
water, Tom got tired of working the old pump 
handle! 

‘Tom never kept any calendars in the house, 
and never knew what day of the week itwas, and 
didn't care. One Sunday we were having Sunday 
‘Schoo! in the Gull Lake School. Tom was harv- 
esting with four horses on a binder just across 
the road, Yelling and swearing at the horses 
disrupted the Sunday School. Finally Mr. Court 
went over to talk to him. He apologized and said 
he didn't know it was Sunday, unhitched his 
horses and went home. Rough on the outside, 
Tom was really a fine gentleman. If his hogs did 
any damage to his neighbors crops he was quick 
to make restitution. He mostly kept to himself. A 
few times he went down to Mrs, Hansen's for a 
meal and to pour out his troubles. He left the 
Gull Lake district about 1919, and bought some 
land out in the Medicine Valley. Here he was 
burned to death when his shack caught fire. 
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BULLOCK, MA. AND MRS. ALFRED 
By Rea C. Peterson 

Alfred Bullock and Lucy Henry Martin were 
married in November, 1871. He was a vetoran 
of the American Civil War and was a barber by 
trade. Mrs. Bullock was born in South Sioux 
City, Nebraska, and was a graduate of Cornell 
University. She was an accomplished musician 
and elocutionist. 

The Bullocks had four children, three of 
whom died at an early age. Their son, Ira, came 
to the Rainy Creek area in 1804 and purchased 
NW. §-40-1-5, He passed away there in 1908. 
Mrs. Bullock, who was here at the time, re- 
turned to Nebraska and shortly after, she and 
Mr. Bullock returned to this farm, where they 
lived for a short time before moving in to Bent- 
ley, where Mr, Bullock resumed his trade as a 
barber. 

‘They built three homes in Bentley and Mr. 
Bullock passed away in 1915. 

Mrs. Bullock was very fond of children and 
taught Sunday School for many years. She con- 
tinued to live in her home next to the United 
Church and later in the north endof town untilill 
health forced her to give up her activities and in 
her last years she was cared for by Miss Daizie 
Curtis until she died at the age of ninety one, in 
1945, in the little house where she and Mr. Bul- 
lock had lived. This house was later occupied by 
many different families until it was demolished 
in 1981 

BURGER, SAM AND FANNY 
By Alva Burger 

‘The Burger family left lowa, March 1, 1911, 
arriving at Lacombe March 15th, with four car- 
loads of machinery, household effects, and li- 
vestock. The temperature was 30 below zero, 
Fahrenheit. 

After taking two days to unload the cars, 
and load the wagons and sleighs, they headed 
West to Bentley, where, on a previous trip, Mr. 
Burger had purchased the Shirkey farm, located 
‘on Section 8-40-1-W. th, 

The Burger family comprised three boys; 
Alva, 13 years, Frank, 7, Joe 4; and three girls 
Lulu, who became Mrs. Wm. Surratt; Ava, 11, 
now Mrs. Marius Nelson; and Edna, 2, now Mrs. 
©. Culp. Another daughter was born in 1912, 
‘She was named Alberta, and is now Mrs. Jack 
Roberts of Calgary. The children attended 
Carritt School, two miles to the south, where 
they received their education. The family at- 
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tended Rainy Creek Church. 

‘The livestock shipped in consisted of four 
mules, four horses, and four cows. Shortly after 
arriving, the horses contracted swamp fever, 
land they lost all four. As the mules were in great 
demand for freighting and construction, Sam 
sold them, getting about $700.00 per team. He 
then bought horses locally for much less mo- 
ney. These local horses seemed to withstand the 
disease much better. 

‘Sam was soon elected councillor for the lo- 
cal improvement district, and held this position 
for a number of years. He did most of his travel- 
ling by horseback, Inspecting roads and attend- 
ing meetings. He rode a buckskin pony which 
was well remembered for his beauty and 
stamina. 

{As the land grew an abundance of hay, this, 
when baled, found a ready market. 

‘Sam Burger held papers to operate a steam 
oiler, which he often did in threshing and 
lumber sawing time. 

Each Fall Sam would go out to the West 
country, big game hunting; this being his favor- 
ite sport and recreation. 

He seemed to always know the best places 
to ford the Saskatchewan River, and the area 
where the game was. As he was a good horse- 
man he always chose an area that provided 
good feed for his team. 

He seemed to always return with a good 
supply of game, and Mrs. Burger loved to have 
the neighbors in for a steak fry. 

In 1920, they moved to Gleichen, where 
they went into wheat farming in a big way for a 
number of years. 

When they retired to California, Frank took 
‘over the farm and carried on. After his sudden 
passing, his son, Ted took over the farm, where 
it still remains in the Burger name. 


BUTCHER, GEORGE FAMILY 
By Alice Sparks 

Mabel and George Butcher and family came 
to the Bentley district in July 1934 from New 
Brigden in southeastern Alberta where George 
had homesteaded in 1910. Long years of 
drought and grasshopper invasions had so de- 
vastated crops and gardens that finally George 
drove his 1926 touring Chev north in search of a 
new homesite. He found it in the 100 acre 
lakefront farm of Frank Dwyer, the original 
home of Harry Brownlow. 
Built in 1900, the old house had no founda~ 





tion, sagging floors and whitewashed hand- 
hewn beams, but to the Butcher family it was 
heaven because outside,a green lawn, huge 
trees and a view of Gull Lake were like a dream 
world to the children who had spent all their 
lives on the treeless, waterless, drought-ridden 
prairie. 

The Butcher's household goods, livestock 
and machinery were shipped by rail from New 
Brigden and the oldest boy, Ted, went along to 
feed and water the stock, sleeping in the cattle 
car. 

That first winter was a very hard one for the 
family. With no crop, there was virtually no mo- 
ney. However the Dwyers had left a fine garden 
(I remember huge heads of lettuce and two foot 
stalks of rhubarb). Potatoes and cabbage, milk 
and eggs were plentiful. Wheat ground for the 
animals was used for porridge. The family was 
never hungry. Mabel Butcher's parents in Lon- 
don, England always sent huge parcels of 
woollens at Christmas time and that year every 
sweater and sock was especially welcome, The 
farm was small but George began immediately 
to clear trees on the remaining fringes, cutting it 
up for the much needed wood supply. 

Hard work brought its rewards. The next 
summer vegetables, milk, eggs, butter and fry- 
fers brought in ready cash when sold to eager 
city people who came to the lake cottages. Mar- 
garet earned extra money by opening up and 
cleaning the cottages ready for summer occu- 
pants. Ken and Ted cut and delivered wood to 
the same cottages. 

Ted, aged twelve, and Margaret eleven, 
went to Oxford School with Harry Wilkie while 
Ken attended the smaller grade 1-3 annex near 
the hospital with Elsie Skocdopole as teacher. 
Alice, the youngest, was four. Soon after she 
began school she broke an arm which healed 
poorly and necessitated many trips in to Dr. 
Henry for treatment. It must have been a pitiful 
sight to see the two girls in the buggy, Margaret 
with the reins, trying to get the old horse to miss 
the rocks and holes, Alice huddled beside her, 
cradling the aching arm and screaming at every 
‘bump, following the prodding and poking by Dr. 
Henry as he attempted to straighten an unwil- 
ling elbow. 

‘There was always more work than time on 
the farm but one of the great pleasures for the 
children was to get up before dawn ona Sunday 
morning and go down to the lake to fish, The 
Dwyers had left an old boat, oars and a bamboo 
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pole. Charlie Ross had shown Ted how toattach 
a line and hook and so it wasn't long before 
these early morning expeditions were yielding 
several ackfish! 

Mabel’s spare moments were spent in her 
flower garden. She joined the Bentley Garden 
Club and one of the stops on the club's annual 
garden tour was sure to be Mabel's garden. A 
young painter came one summer to paint a pic- 
ture of the quaint old house and garden. 

When the Ron Erskines decided to sell their 
adjoining farm, George was able to get the much 
needed acreage. Ted left school and went to 
work for Dave Schumaker driving truck, married 
Helen Harstad and after abrief stintin the Navy 
went to work for the C.P.R. until his early death 
in 1989. 

Ken farmed with his father, later bought his 
own farm, married Shirley Moore and continued 
farming until his death in 1974 


In 1945 George and Mabel sold their farm 
and moved to Surrey, B.C. George went to work 
for the C.N.R. Mabel died six months later in 
Oct. 1945. George continued working for the 
C.N.R. until his retirement in 1951. At age 83 he 
went from Margaret's home to a retirement 
home where he died at age 86. 

Alice moved to B.C. with her parents, fin- 
ished school before returning to Bentley to work 
in the Bank of Montreal until her marriage to 
Ernie Sparks. They now live in Devon, 

Margaret went to Normal School in Edmon- 
ton, taught school in Woody Nook south of 
‘Aspen Beach. Later she went to B.C., married 
Emie Westerman, and returned to teaching in 
1958. She still ives and teaches in Surrey, B.C. 

George and Mabel spent only eleven years 
in the Bentley district, yet there will be many 
who remember Mabel's gentle nature and 
George's capacity for hard work. 





‘THE CABELKA STORY 

George Cabelka was born to Joseph and 
Mary Cabelka, emigrants from Bohemia, in lowa 
in 1888 and spenthis first yearsin Kansas. At the 
age of six years he travelled by covered wagon 
with his parents and youngerbrother; his father 
taking part in the 1889 land rush. They settled 
near Kingfisher, Oklahoma. As he grew up he 
farmed with his father and, later, on his own. He 
was always interested in horses and had good 
drivers as well as work horses, and always a 
saddle horse. 

In June, 1908, he married Stella, eldest 
daughter of Hans and Camilla Hansen of Law- 
ton, Oklahoma, and they moved to a farm near 
Devol. George did some work in the oilfields 
near there. Their son, Louis, was born there in 
April, 1911. In 1913 they sold off their farm 
equipment and livestock, rented their farm, and 
came to settie near Bentley near where Stella's 
parents and family had settled two years earlier. 
They lived for a short time on what is now the 
Cox farm; then south-west of Bentley where the 
Jahraus family now lives. In 1914, George re- 
turned to Oklahoma and sold his farm there, 
decided to take his chance in Alberta. In 1915, 
they moved to the ‘Farmer place’, where the 
Charlie McNaught family later lived for many 
years. A daughter, Agnes, was born in March, 
1917. From 1918 to 1923, they lived on the 
Hansen farm as Stella's parents had returned to 
the United States. A daughter, Helen, was born 
in December, 1922. 

During this time, George had bought his 
own farm of 320 acres two miles east and one 
mile south of Bentley. He built a house there and 
the family moved in there in the spring of 1923. 
This was their home until 1958, 

This farm was raw land covered with trees. 
and brush, and divided by the newly-built rail~ 
road. The land had to be cleared and broken, 
mostly by man and horse-power. George liked 
hhis horses and did much of his farm work with 
them even after tractors were available. His first 
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tractor was a three-wheel Case which he used 
for threshing and grinding feed. While George 
cleared land, Stella did her part by doing chores, 
milking, raising a garden and feeding extra farm 
help. 

In the fall of 1927, the Cabelka family went 
by train and spent the winter with relatives in 
‘Oklahoma, returning home to Alberta in the 
spring of 1928. 

They attended the Calgary Stampede for 
many years, camping out while there, Their 
children, one by one, married and left home; 
Louis married Marion Nelson of Rainy Creek in 
January, 1937; Agnes married Max Moore in 
June, 1939; Helen married Gordon Beranek in 
January, 1947, 

George and Stella spent one winter at Long 
Beach, California. They made two motor trips to 
Oklahoma which brought them great enjoy- 
ment. In 1951, they attended the Golden Jubilee 
at Lawton, and in 1964, the 75th anniversary of 
the opening for settlement of Old Oklahoma at 
Kingfisher. At each event they were recognized 
and received awards as the pioneers who came 
the greatest distance to attend the celebrations. 

In 1958, they celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary at the Bentley hall with all their fam- 
ily and many relatives and friends attending. It 
was a great day for them to have so many of the 
family together. 

Later that year they rented their land - the 
south quarter to son Louis and thenorth quarter 
to son-in-law Gordon Beranek, and moved into 
‘a new home they'd built in Bentley. George still 
liked to attend the Calgary Stampede, and sev- 
‘eral times fook grandsons with him. He enjoyed 
driving about in the little red truck, visiting the 
farm or dropping in to see children and families. 
In May, 1965, George suffered a stroke and died 
less than a month later. 

Stella continued living in their Bentley 
home until the fall of 1968 when she moved to 
the Senior Citizens’ Lodge at Lacombe. With 
family and friends frequent visitors, she lived 
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there happily many years. She was a 1923 char- 
ter member of the Gull Lake Searchlight club, 
seldom missed a meeting over the years, and 
still attends most meetings. in December, 1977, 
because of failing health, she moved to La- 
‘combe Nursing Home. She celebrated her 92nd 
birthday there in February, 1981, with forty- 
three relatives attending. She is happy there, 
with family visiting often. 

Louis Cabelka, born in Oklahoma, came to 
Alberta with his parents in April, 1913, at theage 
of two years. He attended the Gull Lake School, 
and both Lacombe and Bentley High Schools. 
He then attended the Technical School at Cal- 
gary for a two-year course in electrical engi- 
neering, and took night classes in machine shop 
and welding. He enjoyed sports and played on 
the Gull Lake baseball team and hockey team. 
‘They played games with teams from surround- 
ing districts. 

After Tech, he worked for a time in the gar- 
age of Paisley and Pangle in Lacombe, and then 
at the WE. Lord garage in Red Deer. Aftersome 
time at this work he returned home, helped his 
dad on the farm, and also did trucking. He 
hauled gas by the barrel from Turner Valley 
and Calgary, delivering it to many farmers in 
the Bentley area, There were no bulk fuel 
tanks in those days. 

‘A few years later he bought a farm three 
miles east and one and one-half miles south of 
Bentley, $17, Twp 40, Rge 28, W4, where they 
still reside. The first Gull Lake school house, a 
og building built in 1899 and used until 1912 
when a frame school was built on the corner 


ly - 1980 
‘one-half mile south, stil stood in this farmyard. 
Several families had lived in it over the years. 
Louis tore it down and built a small frame house. 
in January, 1937, he married Marion Nelson, 
daughter of Fred and Mary Nelson of Rainy 
Creek district. Marion received her elementary 
schooling at the Carritt school. She attended 
high school at Durham, Bentley, and Red Deer. 
She was United Church Sunday School organist 
and secretary-treasurer for several years. 

‘A son, Nelson David, born in May, 1938, 
died soon after birth. Another son, Oran, was 
born in February, 1940. In 1941 Louis heard 
glowing tales from relatives in Washington 
about the wonderful opportunities for work in 
the United States, so decided to give it a try. In 
April he, Marion, and their fourteen month old 
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son, Oran, moved to Everett, Washington. Louis 
got work as a machinist and welder. Two more 
sons were born to them there; Fredrik in Febru- 
ary, 1943, and Stephen in April, 1946 
Although they did well in Washington, after 
five years Louis decided he would rather return 
to his Alberta farm and be his own boss. When 
Stephen was one month old they returned to 
their home at Gull Lake and resumed farming. A 
daughter, Sara Maren, was born in July, 1948. 
Louis added to his farm by buying the former 
Pollock farm next south of him, and then the 
former Prins farm south of that. His dad left him 
a quarter west of the home place. In the spring of 
1962 they moved into anew, larger home which 
they had had built on the original quarter. 
‘One by one, their family married and left 
home. Oran martied Marlene Heck of Red Deer 
in August, 1964; Sara married Alex Coumanta- 
rakis of Edmonton in July, 1972; Stephen mar- 
fied Marlene Massignan of Mirror in September, 
1972, and Fredrik married Ruth Bishop of Assi- 
niboia, Saskatchewan in September, 1975 
‘Marion and Louis still live in their farm 
home. They have always taken an active part in 
community life. They attended Home and 
School meetings as long as that society met, 
Marion taught Sunday school at the Bentley 
United Church for many years. She was a 
member of the Bentley Band for about seven- 
teen years, playing bass drum. She is active in 
the United Church Women and Is presently Red 
Deer Presbyterial President. She is interested in 
handiwork and has been a member of the La- 
combe Handicraft Guild for several years. She is 
also district correspondent for area newspap- 
ers. 
Louis was a member of the board of the 








Three-wheeled Case Tractor bought in 1926 


by George Cabelka for $152.5 
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Rural Electrification Association at its begin- 
ning, and helped erect the power poles in this 
area before power was turned on in 1949. He 
was a member of the Gull Lake Mutual Tele- 
phone Company before it was taken over by 
AGT. He has boen on the board of Parkland 
Savings and Credit Union for several years, and 
is also a member of the Board of the Blindman 
Valley Propane Co-op. Both Marion and Louis 
have been members of the Board of the Bentley 
United Church, Marion having been board se- 
retary for some time. 

Oran Cabelka, born at Lacombe in Febru- 
ary, 1940, attended Gull Lake school, grades 
one to three. Then the school was closed and he 
went by bus to Bentley, grades four to twelve. He 
belonged to the 4-H dairy-calf club; belonged to 
Cubs and then Boy Scouts; and belonged to the 
Bentley Band for several years. After high 
school, he took a welding course at Calgary 
Technical Institute, and worked a couple of win- 
ters in a logging camp in the Nordegg area 
Then he bought a truck-mounted backhoe and 
started in business for himself. He married Mar- 
lene Heck of Red Deer in August, 1964. They 
have three children; Devin, 15; Sheila, 12; and 
Lynn, 11 

‘Oran worked for A.G.T. for eight years ona 
crew laying buried cable. He worked in many 
areas. His family travelled with him, living in a 
trailer or motel from early spring to freeze-up, 
then returning home for the winter. After Devin 
started school it meant the family could only be 
with him for the two summer months, so he quit, 
AG.T. and is again self-employed. He has 
bought more equipment and is kept busy. The 
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family lives on the home quarter near Oran's 
parents. The children attend school at Bentley, 
and the family takes an active part in United 
Church activities 

Fredrik Cabelka, born in Washington in 
February, 1943, came to Canada with his par- 
ents In 1948. He attended Bentley school, 
grades one to twelve. During those years he 
belonged to the 4-H dairy-calf club, and to the 
Cubs and then Boy Scouts. After high school,he 
took a two-year machinist course at the South- 
ern Alberta Institute of Technology in Calgary. 

Shortly before his 21st birthday, he joined 
the U.S. Navy and spent most of a four year 
enlistment on a Seaplane Tender which made 
two Far East cruises during thet time. Following 
his discharge he worked the next three summers 
at home and the winters in the States. He then 
began operating a machine shop full time on the 
home farm. In 1975, he married Ruth Bishop, 2 
former Bentley postmaster. She had three teon 
age daughters, Barbara, Cathi, and Carol; all 
now on their own. Fredrik and Ruth live on the 
farm one-half mile south of his parents. 

Stephen Cabelka, born in Washington in 
April, 1948, came to the Gull Lake district of 
Alberta with his parents at the age of one month. 
Always fond of animals and pets, he had a pony 
and belonged to Bob Carlyle's Riding Club. He 
also attended Cubs and Boy Scouts. He at- 
tended school at Bentley, grades one to twelve, 
worked at various things for a couple of years, 
then took a two-year course in steam engi- 
neering at the Southern Alberta Institute of 
Technology in Calgary. He then began working 
at the Rimbey Gas Plant where he is still em- 
ployed. 

In September, 1972 he married Marlene 
Massignan, She had two sons; Brian, then eight, 
and Allan, six. Another son, Darren, was born to, 
them in February, 1974. The boys attend schoo! 
at Bentley, The family lives on the farm one mile 
south of Stephen's parents, where Stephen also 
raises cattle 

Sara Cabelka was born at Lacombe in July, 
1948, She attended Bentley school, grades one 
to twelve. She belonged to the Explorer and 
C.G.LT. groups at Bentley and was amember of 
the Bentley School Band, and later the Bentley 
‘Senior Band, Sara continued her education at 
Red Deer Junior College, and Mount Royal Col- 
lege in Calgary. She then moved to Edmonton 
and worked as a secretary. Later, she attended 
the University of Alberta and obtained a degree 














in education, and has been teaching the past 
few years. 

In July, 1972, Sara married Alex Coumanta- 
rakis. They have @ daughter, Diana Maren, born 
in April, 1980, and are living in the Mill Woods 
district of Edmonton, 


CAIRNS FAMILY 
By AD. Cairns 

My Father and Mother and two sons, Alex 
and Allan came to Bentley in 1920, as my Father 
had been appointed Manager of Merchants 
Bank there. 

He began a career of over forty years in 
banking in McGregor, Manitoba, and worked 
for the Merchants Bank in Edmonton in 1905, 
later serving in Red Deer and Olds. He received 
his first managership in Islay in 1911 and his 
second in Bashaw in 1919. 

In the fall of 1920 he was moved to Bentley 
fas Manager. In 1921, when the Merchants Bank 
was absorbed by the Bank of Montreal, he was 
retained as manager until 1925 when he was 
moved to the main branch in Edmonton. 

During their five years in Bentley, my par- 
ents made many life-long friends who they con- 
tinued to see periodically for the rest of their 
lives and all members of our family had very 
warm memories of the town and the people 
there, even though my brother and | were only 4 
and 6 when we came. 

Dad had a house built there in 1921 and a 
cottage at Brownlow’s Landing in 1922 or 1923, 
The house was built by Mr. Frank Hewitt, 
was well-known as an excellent carpenter and 
the cottage was built by Mr. Claude Wright. We 
came to the cottage almost every summer untilit 
was sold in 1948. 

Our immediate neighbors in town were Mr. 
‘& Mrs. Percy Thorp on the east, and Mr. & Mrs. 
Frank Thorp on the west, and across the alley 
were Mr, & Mrs. E. Packer and Mr. & Mrs. J. 
Harvie. 

When we left Bentley our house was sold to 
Mr. Ed. Chowen, 

During our five years in Bentley Dad drovea 
1919 McLaughlin-Buick "touring car”. I can re~ 
member that in the winter side curtains with 
celluloid windows were attached and charcoal 
foot-warmers were used, along with bearskin 
robes, to keep the occupants from freezing 

My brother and | attended the two-room, 
red brick school, which was located on thenorth 
side of the main street. | am sorry | cannot re- 








member the names of the teachers who were 
there between 1920 and 1925, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Thomas, who was the principal and 
Miss Hilda Soderman. We took piano lessons 
from Miss Soderman's sister. 

We attended the Methodist Church which 
was a red brick edifice across the street from the 
school, The minister was Rev. J.H. Nightingale. 
‘Much of the social activity in the town was cen- 
tered around the church. Church dinners and 
‘Sunday School picnics, sponsored by the La- 
dies’ Aid, were occasions most youngsters in 
the area looked forward to with keen 
anticipation. 

Bentley had a good skating rink and next to 
it, a curling rink and both were in constant use 
during the winter months. | remember Mr. Tom 
Lorimer - @ resident of Bentley skipped a rink 
which acquitted itself well in the larger bons- 
piels in Edmonton and Calgary. 

The town had a great community spirit, 
When they were not entertaining in their homes, 
they were getting together to hold dances in the 
only hall in town, which was owned by Mr. Bert 
Williams. “Moving Picture Shows” — silent ~ 
were also shown in the hall and | saw my first 
Charlie Chaplin movie there, sitting on backless 
wooden bench, and thinking life was a great 
adventure indeed, 

When we moved to Bentley it seemed that 
every second person we met was either a Thorp 
or a Damron. The Matriarch of the Thorp family 
was a gracious, white-haired little lady, known 
by all and sundry as “Granny Thorp”. Her sons, 
Frank and Peroy owned and operated the local 
garage; her son Bert ran the meat market and 
bakery and her daughter was married to Eu) 
Packer, who was a piano tuner. The family had 
all come from England. 

‘The Damrons, on the other hand, came 
from the United States. Clarence, the auctio- 
‘oer, was well-known by cattle men throughout 
Alberta. John and his wife Maggie became par- 
ticularly good friends of my parents. He was a 
great story-teller with a marvellous sense of 
humour and was the best horseshoe pitcher | 
had ever met. 

Other good friends of my parents, were 
Jabez and Zella McPherson. 

In the year 1925 the staff members of the 
bank were George Brown, Jean Kent and Do- 
rothy Damron. 

‘The most spectacular event that | know of 
that occurred in the Bentley area took place in 
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the summer of 1931, while we were staying at 
‘our cottage at Gull Lake. 

We had been attending a baseball game in 
Bentley and were hurrying home because of 
some very threatening clouds that were building 
up in the north-west. Shortly after we arrived at 
our cottage, a hail storm struck and in a few 
minutes the ground was literally covered with 
giant hail stones, ranging in size from golf balls 
to soft ball in diameter. The largest measured 
and recorded was 13 inches in circumference. 

Thon as the fury of the hail storm abated, we 
spied the funnel shape of a tornado across the 
lake. As it passed over the north part of the lake 
and exited at the Cook’s Point area, it created a 
huge water spout which, in turn, resulted in a 
four or five foot tidal wave. This dashed against 
the banks and then receded back across the 
lake. Fortunately the tornado did not touch 
down in any inhabited areas, so there was no 
loss of life and property damage was confined to 
some granaries that were blown apart. The hall 
storm was reported to have killed some lives- 
tock, damaged some automobiles and some 
roofs. 


CALDWELL, GAVIN MANSFIELD AND ANNA 
By Anna Caldwell 

Gavin was born in Montgomery, Alabama, 
and, at the age of 19, he andhhis mother followed 
their father to Lacombe. 

Gavin was the son of Ralston and Susan 
Caldwell, formerly of Lacombe. 

He married Anna Erickson, daughter of Pe- 
ter August and Maria Erickson, of Lockhart S.D. 
‘They spent all their married years in the Lock- 
hart district, and worked three quarter sections 
of mixed farming. They had no family 

They joined many others, trying homes- 
teading in the Peace River Block, enduring the 
hardships associated with the lure of 
homesteading. 

Gavin passed away suddenly on May 5, 
1959, and was buried in the Bentley Cemetery. 

‘Anna sold the farm to her neighbors, Mr. 
and Mrs. Tom Gyori, in 1960. She then pur- 
chased a home in Bentley and moved there in 
1961, and, at the time of writing, stil lives there. 

‘Anna was born in Abbola, Sweden, and at 
eight years of age, emigrated to Canada with 
hher parents, August and Maria Erickson, 

She took all her schooling at the Lockhart 
School 














Ralston and Susan Caldwell - parents of Gavin Coldwell 


CALDWELL, RALSTON AND SUSAN 
By Anna Caldwell 


Ralston and Susan were born in Ontario, 
After their daughter, Mary, was born they moved 
to Alabama, where they farmed for 22 years. 
Essie, Gavin, Colin and Agnes were born in 
Alabama. In 1910, they came to Lacombe, where 
Ralston was manager of Lacombe Nurseries. 
Most of his farming years in Alabama were spent 
in specialized types of farming, and instructing 
in that field, He was later employed at the Do- 
minion Experimental Farm, at Lacombe, for sev- 
eral years. 

He purchased a farm in the Lockhart S.D., 
where he and his wife, Susan, farmed until 1940, 
when they moved to the Mountain Grove 8.0. 
They lived here until their passing; Susan in 
1944, and Ralston in 1946. Both are buried in the 
Fairview Cemetery, Lacombe. 

While in the Lockhart district, Mr. Caldwell 
‘made good use of his gardening knowledge, 
establishing a first-rate raspberry garden, in 
conjunction with Gavin and Anna Caldwell’s 
farming, 


Mary Caldwell married Stan Banks. Sho 
taught school for many years in the Lacombe 

Essie married George Crawford. They lived 
in various places, where they both taught 
school. After their passing they were buried in 
the Lacombe Cemetery. They had three 
children 

Colin Caldwell trained as an aviator. Two 
books written on aviation in Canada, “Canada's 
Flying Heritage", and “Airborne From Edmon- 
ton”, mentions Colin Caldwell’s feat as an avia- 
tor. While testing a Vickers-Viking, he struck an 
uncharted high tension wire over the St. Law- 
rence River, and crashed on Nien’s Island, in the 
St, Lawrence. He was married and had one son, 
Calin 

‘Agnes married Ray Burke, and lived mostly 
in Satta Monica, California. They were both in. 
Insurance and Real Estate. They had two sons, 
and all are dead, 


CALKINS VALLEY THRESHING 
ASSOCIATION 
By Elmer A. Calkins 


In the early part of 1913 a meeting of the 
Calkins Valley residents was called at the Cal- 
kins Valley School to form a threshing associa- 
tion of 15 farmers, Before 1913 George Beddoes 
was firing a steam engine at Lethbridge, which 
was used for sod breaking. This was the reason 
for the water tank up front. It was an American 
Abel or Cock of the North. 

‘A new Rumiey 32 inch separator was pur- 
chased from Rumley Co. at Calgary. The 
engine, separator and water tank were shipped 
by C.PR, to Lacombe, unloaded and driven out 
to the Valley, George Beddoes had no papers to 
run the engine, and the boiler inspector caught 
up with them at Bentley. Georgehad to write the 
exams, which gave him no trouble. He proved to 
be the best and most capable engineer the 
Association had. 

(On the way out they threshed a few stacks 
for Miles’ 1912 crop. They moved a mile N.W. 
following the high ground. Being Saturday and 
close to home they left for the night, separating 
the engine from the separator. Next morning 
when they came back they found the engine 
sunk down to the ash pan. However, they tied a 
big pole to the drivers and it pulled itself right 
out. 

(On the way to Jim Robson's, Bill Malcolm, 






























borne fr 
the water hauler, slipped on the water tank and 
broke a leg, Carl Thomas took his place, arriving 
at Robsons that evening, where the outfit was 
kept for several years. Iniater years the shea and 
outfit was kept at George Fraser's. He, being a 
blacksmith, was handy to do repairs. 

The first few years was all stack threshing 
Then it split up to half stack and half stook 
threshing, This changed about every year. The 
last stack threshing | remember was in 1927. The 
price charged to shareholders was 3° for oats, 4° 
for barley and 6° for wheat. These prices were 
not always the same. The engineer, separator 
man, wood cutter, water hauler, and four spike 
pitchers all slept in the bunk house. The bunk 
house was mounted on steel wheels and the 
farmer had to look after moving the bunk house. 
The farmer also had to supply the wood. There 
were also 3 or 4 grain haulers and 9 bundle 
haulers. 

The farm women did the cooking, which 
was a big undertaking, We had some very good 
meals, and did we ever stack it away! Breakfast 
at 6 am., dinner at noon, lunch around 4 p.m. 
and supper at 7 p.m, 

‘The Association was dissolved in 1935. The 
engine was sold to McTighe for sawmill work, 
and was later burned up in a fire. The separator 
is at Glen Crandall’s at Ponoka. 
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5. George Beddoes - engineer: Jim Robson 





CALKINS FAMILY 
By Elmer A. Calkins 

Asie Wallace Calkins came to Alberta in 
1900 along with his father, W.E, Calkins, and two 
brothers, Willis and Charlie. 

Wallace homesteaded the quarter, S.W. 
17-41-3-W5th., on which the Calkins Valley 
School was situated. 

In 1902 he went back to Nebraska and mar- 
ried Amanda Erickson. They lived ina sod house 
‘on the homestead until they were able to get out 
logs to be sawn into lumber at J.B. McPherson's 
sawmill. This house was later burned down, so 
they built a log house with the help of neighbors. 

Wallace was the first mail carrier from Ben- 
tloy to the Lockhart Post Office, making the 
journey mostly on horse back on the trails, as 
there were no roads at this time, Also the Blind- 
man River had to be forded. 

For recreation there was baseball, dances 
and cards. They would play cards and dance 
until four in the morning. Wallace called the 
‘square dances and was the life of the party. 

Three children were born on the homes- 
tead. The two boys died in infancy. The first 
born was buried just west of the house on the 
homestead, the second is buried in the Fairview 
Cemetery in Lacombe. The girl, Beulah is still 
living at Abbotsford, B.C. 
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Mrs. Calkins died in 1909, leaving one boy 
and Beulah. After all these troubles, he sold the 
homestead to Mr. E. Bailey, of Lacombe. He 
then worked around Lacombe for a few years, 
‘went back to North Dakota fora visit. He worked 
out there for a sheep rancher and married the 
rancher's daughter. They had a family of 14 
children, all of whom are living in the U.S.A 
Wallace passed away In 1954 at the age of 75. 





BEULAH CALKINS 

Beulah had no home life after her mother 
died. She stayed at Carl Thomas's for several 
years, attending Calkins Valley School. After 
leaving Thomas's she stayed at Harry Brown- 
low’s and attended school in Bentley. She mar- 
ried Earl Cundiff of the Haynes district, who was 
a brother of Mrs, Harry Thomas. They farmed at 
Haynes for ten years, but due to hall, frost and 
drought, they moved to Fort Assiniboine, where 
they homesteaded in 1931. They farmed there 
for 14 years. When Earl's health failed they 
moved to Edmonton, but had to give up to pro- 
gress, Then they bought an acreage at Abbots- 
ford, B.C. where they had a fruit farm, There 
were three children born to them, two boys and 
fone girl. The girl died in infancy and one boy 
died at the age of five. 





Charlie and Wallace Calkins before 1900. 





Beulah now lives at Abbotsford with her 
son, Perry. Earl Cundiff wrote a book of his 
memories, which is well worth reading. It is 
available from Perry Cundiff, R.R.5, Abbotsford. 
B.C 


CALKINS, CHARLES ALVIN 
By Elmer A. Calkins 


Charles Alvin Calkins was born in Ne- 
braska, one of a family of eleven boys and girls 
His father was born in New York State of Irish 
parentage. His mother was Pennsylvania Dutch. 
Charles came to Alberta with his father and two 
brothers and homesteaded the SW.-17-41-2- 
W.Sth, living there until the spring of 1911; mov- 
ing to his father's homestead, where he made a 
trade with Mr. B. Bailey. No one has lived on his 
homestead since he left. William Gyori now 
owns the land. 

In 1908 Dad married Pearl Ellsworth. Her 
parents came from Wood River, Nebraska, ar- 
fiving in Lacombe on March 19th, 1900, along 
with the Garries family. They took up a ho- 
mestead in the Chapel district, the N.E.-2-41~ 
2-W.S, Pearl's parents were John and Sarah 
Ellsworth 

To this union were born four children; 
Elmer, April 3rd, 1909; Lawrence, Dec. 28th, 
1911; John, Aug. 7th, 1913; and Margaret, Aug, 
9th, 1916. Eimer now lives in Bentley; Lawrence 
in Rimbey; John in Edmonton; and Margaret in 
Red Deer. 

Mother, being ten years old on her arrival, 
went to the Lacombe School for a year. The 
Ellsworth family was living a mile west of La- 
combe for a year, while the menfolk were 
building a house. There were lots of logs on 
the homestead quarter, as the whole place was 
heavily timbered. Their reason for leaving Ne- 
braska was for water and wood, and to get away 
from cyclones. 

‘There were four dug wells on the place, one 
being in the barn. The first drilled well was 
drilled by Poling Bros. It was 65 feet deep and 
had 30 feet of water. Itwas theirlast well, as they 
both left for overseas soon after. 

Dad was a born horseman, breaking colts 
for the neighbors. He had very good horses of 
his own, and also kept @ company stallion 
named "Pet 

There being not over 60 acres broke on the 
homestead, he rented B. Joppie'’s place across 
the road. At harvest time he made one cut 











Chas, and Pearl Calkins family Lawrence, Elmer, John 
‘and Morgaret 


around the field, and at eleven o'clock that night, 
was hailed out 100 percent; the first hailstorm in 
the area. He had to buy seed next spring. 

In the year 1919 he started farming his 
brother's homestead, and his old homestead, on 
a rental basis, one third going to the owner, Mr. 
Bailey. 

The same spring on May 4th, there was a 
snow storm with drifts ten feet high 

He farmed that land until 1928, then bought 
a C.P.R, quarter with only 35 acres broke. He 
Cleared the land with an axe and pulled trees out 
with horses. Frank Firch did the breaking with 
his 18-36 Hart Parr tractor, pulling a 26 inch 
breaking plow. He later sold this land to Ernest 
Hawkings, and ended up farming his own land. 
With the country getting drier he was able to 
break more land on his own quarter. 

He served several terms on the school 
board and was a member of the Wheat Pool and 
the Hog Pool. He liked to play ball and was one 
of the first to play hockey in the new covered 
rink in Lacombe, 

We milked eight to ten cows, which had to 
be rounded up every day on the open range. The 
mosquitoes were so thick we had to build bon 
fires to keep them away. 
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He kept 15 to 20 brood sows. It was a lot 
easier to haul hogs to Lacombe than to haul 
grain to Lacombe, a distance of 27 miles. In 
August, 1916, we loaded 16 fat hogs in the 
‘wagon box and headed for Lacombe. Whenever 
we came to some water, Dad would take a pail 
and throw water on the hogs to keep them cool. 
He got $50.00 per hog; brought Mother a new 
White sewing machine; for which he paid 
$65.00; enough flour in 100 Ib sacks to last the 
winter; and a large quantity of other groceries. 

In 1912 Dad bought a new Hamilton wagon 
with box, bringing home a load of furniture for 
Edgar Wilson. In 1915 he bought a new demo- 
crat. In 1916 and 1917 he bought a new Hamilton 
14 inch plow; a 16 run shoe drill; an 8 foot disc; 
five sections of diamond harrows; and a 6 ft. 
Deering binder; all ILH.C. machinery bought 
from George Garries, who had the LHC. 
agency. 

Dad bought shares in a steam threshing 
outfit in 1919. Ittook in the whole Calkins Valley. 
It took 20 men to operate the outfit; an engineer, 
wood cutter, water hauler, separator man, four 
spike pitchers, nine bundle haulers and three to 
four grain haulers. The meals that the farm 
women served were tremendous. Threshing 
from 7 AM. to 7 P.M. we had one hour for 
dinner, and in later years, lunch at 4 p.m. 1935 
was the last year we operated the outfit. Mr. 
Crandall of Ponoka has the separator now. 

In winter we used a cutter or the bob sleigh. 
After the snow was gone we had the democrat, 
buggy, and wagon; and the saddle horse was. 
used a lot 

In 1918 Dad bought a 1917 Model T Ford 
touring car from Mr. Walt Stevens of Rimbey, for 
‘$600.00. As there were only trails the car was not 
used very much in winter. It was usually jacked 
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up on blocks until spring. Grading of roads 
started about 1926, 

In the spring of 1920, after a very hard win- 
tor, food for stock was very hard to get. We paid 
25¢ each for bundles, and $5.00 to $10.00 a load 
for old straw. 

Mother took her grade eight at Chapel 
‘school, at the same time taking music lessons. 
Her folks had brought an organ with them. After 
finishing school she went to Calgary to resume 
her music, from a Mrs. Reid, who taught at 
Chapel 

Mother received the organ from her par- 
ents; that being the only organ in the district. 
She played for most of the dances, and all of the 
Christmas concerts. 

Frank Pike's home was used for several ye- 
ars for dances. They would load up the organ, 
along with Jim Robson and his violin. That was 
the music for the evening. 

In 1917-18, dances were held at our home. 
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MeLucen. 
RLVP 


alkins - 1907 


It meant moving all the kitchen furniture out- 
side, The Home Comfort stove was very heavy. 
‘They would dance until four o'clock in the morn- 
Ing. Then the community hail was built in 1919, 
and that ended the farm home dances. 

‘Mother gave music lessons to several of the 
local girls, and boarded most of the teachers 
Until a teacherage was built in 1945. 

‘Mother always had a cellar packed with ve- 
getables and wild fruit such as blue berries, 
raspberries, gooseberries, saskatoons, high and 
low bush cranberries. in the 1920's, with a 
neighbor, we would take the car and camp over- 
night, picking berries. As | could drive the car, | 
got lots of berry picking 

Mother had two gardens; one at the house, 
the other on a hill, facing south. This is where 
the corn, cucumbers, melons, pumpkins, 
squash, and vegetable marrow grew, as the 
garden spot was protected by timber on the 
orth and east. We raised lots of cabbage. 








Some heads would weigh 38 Ibs. She would 
make two wooden 45 gallon barrels of sauer- 
kraut, selling one to the butcher in Lacombe. 
‘She would also sell some heads, as cash, at 
that time of year, was hard to come by. 

October was the time of year to dress and 
crate turkeys, chickens, geese, and pigeons. 
Some years proceeds went to Timothy Eaton for 
the winter supply of clothing 

Mother made most of our clothes, such as 
overalls, shirts, and dresses; knitting the socks 
and mittens. 

We would butcher a large sow of three 
hundred pounds or more, making sausage, 
bacon, ham roast; and making soap out of the 
fat. We always had a steer to butcher for winter. 
We had mostly chicken for summer, as there 
were no refrigerators. Some folks did have ice 
houses. In the 1920's the district hada beef ring, 
whereby each farmer would supply a two year 
Old critter. A local butcher would do the but- 
chering. Each farmer would receive a different 
cut each week. Each farmer paid the butcher 
$5.00 to butcher his animal. Len Beddoes did 
the butchering in our area 

For recreation there would be baseball on 
Sunday, unless the minister was there. Then 
you went to church first and played ball after. 
‘There were also card parties, usually held in the 
homes. Two or three neighbors would get to- 
gether and play cards until four or five A.M. 

Every year there was an annual picnic. 
They made booths from green poplars for 
shade, where they kept the ice cream, lemo- 
nade, and the eatables, There were horse races, 
different kinds of foot races, horse shoes, and 
the dance in the evenings. ‘That is where the 
moonshine bootleggers made their appearance. 

Mother, Mrs. Palm, and Mrs. Reid, would do 
the cooking for the dances. Rudy Platt with his 
three or four piece orchestra; or Woody's from 
Lacombe, supplied the music. 

Dad passed away in December, 1944, froma 
stroke. Mother had a sale in February, 1945, the 
coldest day of that winter. Then she went to 
Rimbey and cooked in Lawrence's restaurant. 
‘She then moved to Bentley, buying the house 
where George Garries had the telephone office. 
‘The house was bought from Mr. Ed Chowen and 
completely refinished inside and out. She kept 
roomers and boarders and had a good garden. 
She had a stroke in February, 1965. She spent 
the next 914 years in Parson's Auxiliary Hospital, 
and one year in the Ponoka Nursing Home, ina 
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wheel chair. She passed away August 12th, 


1974 


CALKINS, ELMER A 
By Elmer A. Calkins 

| am the oldest son of Pearl and Charlie 
Calkins, born on my father’s homestead, the 
S.W.-17-41-2-5, on April 3, 1909. That year was 
unique, in that my father was plowing in the 
fields in February. 

In the spring of 1911 our family moved to 
Grandfather William Calkins’ homestead, the 
N.W.-9-41-2-5. The homestead had been previ- 
ously sold to B.F. Bailey and my father traded 
his homestead to obtain Grandfather William's 
homestead. In those days my father used hor: 
sepower to grind grain and saw wood. 

| started school in April, 1916. My first 
teacher was Miss Bishop, who boarded at Gus 
Palms. | completed grade eight at Calkins Valley 
‘School in 1924, 

Upon completion of my schooling | had a 
succession of jobs. | did custom grinding and 
sawing; was a hired hand for Wallace and 
Herb Stevenson, and Gavin Caldwell. | ran a 
John Deere tractor, breaking land for Rene 
Steeves, and stooked for Henry Castleman. In 
Edmonton | worked at a storage garage for 
Zeo Poling and in Millet | worked as a 
mechanic for Fred Facey. Then | went to Leth: 
bridge with Mike Deak and Albert Kemmis, 
and worked in a service station there. Later | 
threshed for Archie Chiswell in the Lacombe 
area, and was a hired hand for Norm Read and 
Lorne Craig. 

The wages in 1927 were $85.00 per month, 
plus room and board. In 1928 Iran Rene Steeves' 
John Deere tractor, pulling a twenty-six inch 
breaking plow for which he received five to se- 
ven dollars per acre. The wages | received for 
doing the breaking were $20.00 per week, work- 
ing from 4 A.M to 11 P.M., with Sundays off! In 
the fall of 1928 | stooked and threshed tor 
Henry Castleman for $4.00 per day. We used 
Turner Valley gas for fuel, unrefined, as it 
came out of the wall. It cost 15¢ per gallon. It 
was hauled by trucks from Turner Valley. Gus 
Palm was one of the truckers. During this time 
| bought my first car, which was a 1922 Ford 
Coupe 

In April of 1933, | began working on my own 
as a mobile mechanic, travelling from farm to 
farm, doing repairs. When going to work for the 
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Fleet of school buses ouned by Elmer Calkins 


Skeels Brothers | had to pass through John 
‘Anderson's farm. The Skeels boys dared me to 
take out John’s oldest daughter, Gladys. Thus 
my courtship began. On Dec. 10th, 1936, Gladys 
‘Anderson and | were married. She was born at 
Round Hill on January 20th, 1917, and was 
raised in the Forshee area. 

In the fall of 1933 | built a shop at Forshee 
with the help of Albert Brown, A year later | 
became a John Deere dealer. In February of 
4936 | took on the John Deere dealership in 
Bentley from Morrison and Johnston's Hard- 
ware. My buildings from Forshee were then 
moved to Bentley. In 1947 | also took over the 
school bus contract from Elton Poling. Then in 
May of 1949 | sold the John Deere dealership to 
Buzz Farrell. Gladys and | then moved one block 
north and built new bus barns anda house. Until 
4951 | was a partner with my brother-in-law, 
Lawrence Greif, in the Bentley Garage. 

During this time, Gladys and | were busy 
raising three children; Donna, born July 26, 
1942; Janet, born September 28th 1944, (We 
raised her from the age of nine days, after the 
death of Glady's sister, Ruby Hicks.); and Gail 
born October 8th, 1946, 

| ran the school buses for eighteen years, 
selling them in 1965 to Webb Frizzell. At that 
point in time | was officially retired. From then 
Until now | have been involved in restoring an- 
tiques. | have restored four cars, a collection of 
pump engines, household effects, tools and 
‘odds and ends. Also, during these retirement 
years, Gladys worked in the Bentley Post Office 
from 1967 to 1977. Gladys and | still ive in Ben- 





tley, but our daughters have married and moved 
away. 





Elmer and Gladys Calkins in 1926 with Model T roadster. 


Donna isa school teacher. She was married 
to Ken Brown on June 2nd, 1962. They have two 
boys; Brian, born November 23, 1962, and Todd, 
born October 19th, 1965. Janet is a registered 
nurse. She married Dave Fretwell on April Sth, 
1966, They have two girls, Terra, born May 7th 
1973, and Shannon, born December 3rd, 1974. 
Gail is also aschool teacher. She martied Martin 
Wilson on December 3rd, 1965. They have two 
children; Darren, born, June 22nd, 1966, and 
Deanna, born May 8th, 1969 






CALKINS, WILLIAM IRVIN 
By Elmer A. Calkins 

William Irvin Calkins was born in the State 
lof New York in the early 1860's. He moved to 
Nebraska in his early twenties, where he met 
and later married Marring Elmira Wright, whose 
parents were of Pennsylvania Dutch stock. He, 
and three of his sons, heard of the Northwest 
Territories, which is now Alberta, where there 
was plentiful water and lots of timber and wood; 
something very scarce in Nebraska. They emi- 
grated to Lacombe and started to look for four 
homesteads, which they found in the Calkins 
Valley area. The only other homesteader at the 
time was Frank Pike. They sure found plenty of 
wood and water. This was in 1900. 

In the winter of 1901 he went back to Ne- 
braska to bring the rest of the family to Alberta 
They had a total of four girls and eleven boys, 
three of the boys being born lateron the homes- 
tead. Two boys and two girls went back to the 
ULSA,, the rest staying in the Lacombe area. 
Two boys served in World War One and came 
back 0.K. 

William homesteaded the N.W.-9-41-2- 
W.Sth, where Kare Olsen now lives. He lived 
there for ten years and was the first chairman of 
the Calkins Valley School District No. 1044, 
when it was formed in 1904. The school was 
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located on the S.W. comer of Wallace Calkins 
homestead, which was the SW.-17-41-2-W.5. 

He then moved to Lacombe to run the Ar- 
lington Hotel. After a few years he then hauled 
the mail from Lacombe to Bentley, with a daily 
mail service, using horses, later using a car the 
last few years until 1928, when he worked for 
Frizzell movers of Lacombe. 

In 1933 he moved to the Carlos area, 
where he lived before moving to Calgary with 
his son, Earl, where he passed away in 1937. 

His wife passed away in April, 1929. At this 
time of writing one girl and one boy are still 
living, 


CARLSON, HANS AND IDA 
By Ida Carlson 


When Hans was 19 years of age, he came to 
Canada on the Norwegian boat, named the Sta- 
vengerfjord, from Norway. He reached Halifax 
on April 19, 1924. He went on to Montreal on an 
immigrant train. His first job in Canada was ona 
tarm 20 miles from Montreal. He worked here for 
3% months, then went back to Montreal, togo on 
a harvest excursion train to Saskatchewan. 
There he worked on a threshing crew. Later on 
he proceeded to go logging in Northern Saskat- 
chewan, In 1925, he worked on a farm near Sas- 
katoon, and stayed there until 1927. Then he 
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‘went on to Edmonton, and finally to Bentley to 
work for the late Lars Aanmoen. From there he 
went to the John Hilstad farm to work. He 
worked there for six years. 

Hans bought the N.E. 34-39-2-W. sth. in 
1937 from John Hilstad. John Hilstad passed 
away in March of 1939, 

Hans Carlson, and myself, da Christiansen, 
were united in marriage at Red Deer. In Febru- 
ary, 1941, our son, Peter Christian Carlson, was 
born. In April, 1954, a daughter, Marion Annie, 
was born. 

‘An account of our life during our farming 
years Is told in the Eckville History Book, “Ho- 
mestead & Happiness”. 


THE CARLSTROM, WELLS, AND ESSELING 
FAMILIES 
By Harry B. Hansen 

Mr. Caristrom homesteaded the N.W.~4-40- 
28-W.4th, south of Gull Lake, when he came into 
the country with the Boodes, in the late 1890's. 
He built @ first class log house, with several 
rooms downstairs and a roomy attic. The Car!- 
stroms were there until about 1914. They had 
fone son, Andrew, and three girls; Julia, later 
Mrs. McDougal; Emma, and the youngest, Mar- 
garet. Some of the children attended the Gull 
Lake School 

‘Andrew used to play the violin along with 
the Boode’s dance orchestra, Mr. Carlstrom 
built a Norwegian fishing boat, which he an- 
chored at the southern end of the lake. Eve- 
ryone was welcome to use it, and it was well 
used as it was a very safe boat and ideal for 
fishing, 

The Carlstroms moved away about 1914 
and a succession of people occupied the place. 
There were the Esselings, Wells, C. Petry, 
‘Smeltzer, and William Leiske. It is now owned 
by Vanten Farms, 

‘An interesting family were the Wells. They 
had five children. Three of them were dwarts, 
two boys and one girl. She died in her teens. 
The boys won the admiration of the district by 
ooking after themselves. Seth Wells drove 
about the country with his team of ponies and a 
sleigh or buggy; sharpening discs and oiling 
and setting wagon wheels. It was like a miracle 
to watch him do this rough work and handle his 
horses. The other brother went to Portland, 
‘Oregon, and sold papers for the Oregonian on 
the street corner. 








CARLYLE, ARCHIE 
By Archie Carlyle 


Archie Carlyle was born at Chesterville, On- 
tario, and came to Edmonton with his family 
when a year old. He received his education in 
Edmonton. 

In 1936 he joinedihis brother. Bob, ina farm- 
ing venture on land adjoining the Blindman 
River, in the Asplelund District. Farming was 
very different at that time. A number of horses 
and a few pieces of machinery, and you were in 
business. You had to be willing to work long 
days, It took a ot of time to feed and harness all 
the horses and have them ready for wark each 
day. Horses were also their means of transporta- 
tion. They hauled pigs to the Blindman Valley 
Co-op in Bentley, by wagon or sleigh, as the 
road dictated, If going to the neighbours, they 
rode horseback. 

‘Archie had the misfortune to plow under his 
work boots that first summer, and, as money 
was practicaily non-existent, he went barefoot 
for the rest of the summer. 

In time they did acquire a second hand car. 
They shared the car, even after they were mar- 
ried and raising families. 

Archie married Sara Thierstein (nee Hee- 
nan) in 1938. Sara was born at Sylvan Lake and 
lived all her tife in the Aspelund district. They 
have four children; Donna Suggett of Edmon- 
ton; David who lives in the district and farms 
with his father; Nancy Bailey of Toronto; and 
Lynda Morgan of Bentley district, There are ten 
grandchildren. 

In 1947 Archie and Sara bought the Riis 
farm and moved onto it the following year. Itis 
still the family home. They were members of 
Rainy Creek United Church until it closed, then 
transferred to the Bentley United Church. They 
have also been members of the Blindman Uni- 
farm group for many years, 

Archie was:on the Board of the Lacombe 
‘Schoo! Division for seven years. Prior to this he 
had served on the Aspelund School Board and 
later on the Durham School Board, He served on 
the Aspelund Mutual Telephone Company, and 
was its president for 25 years. At that time 
members had to repair the phone lines and re- 
place poles. After a storm it was usual for many 
of the men to turn out and help repair the dam- 
aged lines and restore service. The ladies were 
always happy to have the lines back in service, 
and be able to get in touch with theirneighbours 


again. 











Archie has always been interested in cattle 
and enjoys working with them. In fact, the family 
thinks they are his first love. If he is away for a 
few days, he phones home to inquire first about 
the cattle, before inquiring about the family. 


CARLYLE, ROBERT AND DOROTHY 

Although they were not pioneers in the 
Blindman Valley, the Carlyles did begin farming 
with no tractor, motor car or electricity and there 
were no gravel roads. 

When Bill and Bob began looking fora farm 
In the depression thirties, it was a fortunate 
coincidence that their father, in travelling 
through the area, noticed a sign on Mr. Mott's 
gate - $8,000 for 800 acres'! Being something of 
a promoter, but with no money, he negotiated a 
deal for his sons, with only a very small initial 
payment for them to make, 

With low prices, hail and possibly some 
mismanagement, payments due Mr. Mott could 
not be met. Almost every mail day a post card 
would arrive from him="pay at once or | will sue 
you.” In one more lengthy message he wrote 
bitterly of the many times he had been de 
frauded by unscrupulous “Canucks and Yan- 
kees”. Unfortunately, it was true that newcom- 
ers to the country were often the victims of 
real estate agents, machinery salesmen, and 
horse and cattle dealers who took advantage 
of their inexperience, 

When a loan was secured elsewhere and Mr. 
Mott was paid in full, it was ironic that he lost it 
all gambling on the Grain Exchange 

‘After a couple of years on the farm with Bob, 
Bill Carlyle decided there must be a better way 
of earning a living, so he sold his share to Archie 
and took a course in Veterinary Medicine. 

The buildings - such as they were - were 
moved from the hill into the valley to take 
advantage of several springs and supply 
running water to houses, barns and feed yards, 
Operating as Carlyle Brothers, a hog and cattle 
feeding business was built up. When more land 
was acquired, the partnership was ended and 
Archie moved to the Riis place 

Dorothy Heaney left her home at Esther, on 
the drought-stricken prairie, and came to work 
at harvest time for the Heenans and later the 
Begerts. The going wage was $15 per month, 

Bob and Dorothy were married in 1938 and 
lived for eight years in Mr. Mott's two-roomed 
shack, with a lean-to added (the bedbugs had 
been eliminated) 
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They have both been active in various 
organizations and in community affairs. Bob 
took a leading part in bringing electricity to the 
istrict. Active in politics formany years, he was 
Provincial President of the C.C.F. and a 
candidate (unsuccessful) in numerous 
elections. He was also involved in farm 
‘organizations and was on the executive of the 
Alberta Livestock Co-op. 

Dorothy spent some years as a Cub leader 
and also worked in Women’s Unifarm and with 
United Church women. She is at present a di- 
rector of the Red Deer Co-op. 

Bob putters around with horses and even 
helps with the garden. Sometimes he can be 
Pursuaded to mow the lawn. He attends less 
‘meetings but still writes “letters to the editor” to 
relieve his frustrations. Absent minded as ever, 
he is occasionally reminded of such incidents as 
the time he started towing the car, with Dorothy 
in it, to Lacombe. The rope broke at the first 
corner, and when he asked the service man at 
the garage where to put the car, he was very 
surprised at the reply “Whatcar?" Orthe time he 
‘wont to Red Deer to meet his brother, Bill, came 
home without him and asked why he had been 
sent to town, 

The Carlyles have four sons; Don, who with 
his wife, Donna, (Chisholm) have taken over the 
farm and they have two daughters; Walter 
and June (McKay) and their two sons live in 
Edmonton; Stephen and Evelyn (Plumley) anda 
son and daughter live in Jasper and Dwight, the 
youngest, is attending college. 

CARRITT, FRED PERRIN 
By Art Carritt 


Fred Carritt was the second child born to 
John Charles and Mary Jane Carritt. He was 
born at Castana, lowa, U.S.A. on Aug. 30, 1890, 
land came to Canada in the spring of 1901 
his parents, brother Charles (Jim), and sisters 
Mary and Mildred. For early history of the family 
see "John Charles Carritt 

‘As young boys, Fred and Jim spent many 
hours playing and exploring along the banks of 
Rainy Creek, which ran through a corner of the 
family farm and adjacent property. These pur- 
suits developed in them a love of nature which 
they retained throughout their lives, 

‘There were many interesting discoveries for 
a couple of youngsters in those days, The but- 
falo and the Indian hunters had left the area a 
few scant years before, There was a shallow 
coulee strewn with buffalo bones and skulls, 
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which was promptly named “Buffalo Hollow", 
and a forty foot high ridge projecting half way 
across the creek valley and terminating in a 
point. This proved to be the remains of an old 
beaver dam and was named “Indian Point 

There were many Indian artifacts in the 
area, from which Fred built part of an excellent 
collection. Many years later Fred loaned his 
collection to the local doctor, who took it upon 
himself to donate the collection tothe University 
of Alberta in his own name, rather than returning 
it to its rightful owner. 

‘A half mile downstream there were many 
places where beaver dams had been con- 
structed at various times and the huge "beaver 
houses” were sometimes perched high on a dry 
bank. Here young boys could climb on their 
bellies up the runs to explore the inside. 

At the bottom of the steep high bank on the 
south side of the creek was a beautiful bubbling 
spring, running a steady stream of clear, ice 
cold, delicious water. This spring supplied all 
the water for the Carritt and Nelson families until 
more convenient wells were completed. 

‘Along the path leading down to the 
spring, at various seasons, the bank was cov- 
ered with wild columbine, white and yellow 
lady slipper, blue clematis, bluebells, wood vi- 
lets, white dogwood, and many other beautiful 
plants. 

The beaver ponds and the creek itself, or 
“crick” as it was called in those days, was alive 
with waterfowl, and three generations of Carritts, 
enjoyed the beauty of the valley and hunted and 
fished for the bounty which they could sensibly 
consume. 

‘A pair of blue heron nested annually in the 
area of the beaver dams, and some years their 
well camouflaged nests were found but never 
approached too closely, as it was well known 
that if the nest was touched the heron would 
never return, 

Fred attended the Carritt School, starting as 
one of the first pupils, (there were fifteen), in 
1904, Schoo! was held at first in the church and 
later that year in the new school house. Having 
started school in lowa he could now complete 
the eighth grade, which was considered ade- 
quate at that time, He was an insatiable reader 
however, and broadened his field of knowledge 
extensively by self education. He was endowed 
with an unusually keen memory and mathemati 
cal ability, Some years later, many people were 
astounded when they discovered that he could 








read the daily newspaper, listen to the radio, and 
‘carry on a conversation, all at the same time. If 
questioned later he would prove that he had a 
complete grasp of all three. 

‘As a young man Fred was interested in all 
kinds of sports, but excelled at baseball, which 
was virtually the only team sport which could be 
organized in those days. 

Being a natural hunter and fisherman and a 
expert shot with rifle or shotgun, he enjoyed 
those pursuits and spent some time as a guide 
land as a cook for hunters in the Jasper. Edson, 
and Mountain Park areas, 

In 1917, Fred married Rose Jane Petro, who 
was the 12th child of Horace and Alethea Petro, 
Who were early settlers of 1900 in the Sylvan 
Lake area 

Rose was born at Gettysburg, South Da- 
kota, U.S.A,, on June 22, 1897. After emigrating 
from the U.S.A, the Petro family settled first in 
the Pine Hill area and later moved to the east 
end of Sylvan Lake. 

‘After their marriage the young couple 
settled in a small house which had been moved 
trom the Forrester property on the north shore 
of Sylvan Lake, and was now situated across the 
road, west of the Carritt homestead quarter. 
This is where Glen Nelson's home now stands, 
In 1981. From there Fred worked with his father 
on the family farm. 

In the late fall of 1927, a few months after 
"J.C", "May’, Mildred, Muriel and Marjorie had 
moved to the Village of Bentley, a devastating 
tornado struck the area. At this time Jim was 
living in the family home, which was undergoing 
some alterations in preparation for Fred and 
Rose and their three youngsters to move in. 

‘The harvest had been completed, with the 
exception of the gardens, and the loft in the 
large barn was filled to capacity, with one 
hundred loads of hay, thirty-four loads of oat 
straw which had been threshed in, and fifteen 
loads of green feed bundles a total of more than 
one hundred tons, 

The day had been clear and hot and in the 
late afternoon there were ominous clouds gath- 
ering in the south-west. Grandma Petro, who 
was now living with Fred and Rose and her 
grand daughter, Beatrice, were sitting on the 
Porch shelling peas, when Grandma, who was 
familiar with storms in the Central States, re- 
marked, “There's a bad, bad storm coming.” 

‘At approximately 5:30 p.m. Jim came run- 
ning across the road with a galavanized wash 
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tub held over his head, shouting, “Take cover, 
take cover! There's a cyclone coming!’ 

Fred, Rose and three children: Beatrice, 
nine; Arthur, six; Helen, four; and Grandma Pe- 
tro, were in the house preparing for supper 
when they heard Jim's shouting. They all 
rushed out onto the porch on the south side of 
the house, where they met Jim, and all stared in 
hypnotic amazement at the vicious spectacle. 

The cloud was approaching from the south 
at high speed, and hung in a clear sky like the 
bottom half of a blackened hornets’ nest, totter- 
ing and twirling on an awesome horde of black 
bees; undulating and snapping like the lash of a 
whip. The roar was deafening and intensifying 
as it approached. 

We learned next day that at this point the 
storm had hit the farm of Henry Stone, one anda 
half miles south of us, and a scant three hundred 
yards from the Carritt schoo! house and the new 
school which was under construction and near 
completion. 

It had neatly removed the hip roof from 
Stone's barn, leaving a mound of straw on the 
loft floor; twisted their pump house walls and 
threatened their house for a few anxious min- 
tutes while Henry, his wife, and eldest son held 
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their shoulders against the door, while the girls, 
piled furniture against it. 

From there the “whip” lifted, like a snake 
held by the tail preparing for another strike, and 
strike it didl One mile north of Stone's and one 
half mile south of Carritts it hit the farmstead of 
Frank and Doris Nelson. It first struck a newly 
built hog barn which was 80 to 100 feet long, 20, 
feet wide, and 8 or 10 feet high, and which was 
sitting on the edge of aslough which ran length- 
wise, east and west. It sucked this building 
several feet into the air, turned it through 45 
degrees and sat it back down with one end on 
the ground and the other end in the middle of 
the slough. It left no visible damage to the 
building; not even disturbing the cedar shin- 
gles on the roof 

Then it suddenly lifted, leaving a large barn 
and “drivethrough” granary untouched, came 
down between those two buildings and a large 
machine shed, and struck a small workshop 
which was well stocked with tools; large and 
small hand tools, a forge, a post drill, ete. From 
the Carritts’ vantage point they saw this building 
rise into the air above the machine shed, which 
was directly in their line of vision, and "explode 
The roof, walls, and floor separated and raced 
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across the fleld to the east, like pieces of card- 
board cartwheeling in a breeze. Some of the 
tools were later recovered in Henry Peterson's 
field, a mile away, but most were never found. 
The storm then lifted again, tearing a few 
shingles from the east end of the ridge on the 
Nelson machine shed, before heading straight 
north, directly over the road, toward the Car- 
ritts,one half mile away. Some rain and pea 
sized hail had started pelting down. At the Car- 
ritts,, In that small group, there was silence 
which could be virtually heard above the vibrat- 
ing roar of the storm, and there weresilent pray- 
fers on every tongue. The black monster now 
reached the corner of the garden across the 
road and suddenly veered sharply to the east. 
As it did so the rain and hail intensified and now 
reached the porch, which broke the spell and 
sent the small group scurrying into the house. 
The wind now became gusty but stil fero- 
clous and the size of the hall rapidly increased, 
losing its round form and falling as baseball 
sized jagged chunks of ice. This pounding 
lasted for several minutes until the ground was 
covered to a depth of several inches. As the hail 
subsided the rain increased to a virtual torrent. 
All ofthe windows on the south side of the house 
had been smashed and the family supper, sitting 
cold on the table, had been peppered with pie- 
ces of glass. The cedar shingles on the roof 
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were riddled. There were hundreds of holes, 
some of them an inch or more in diameter. 
The deluge continued well into the night and a 
family bucket brigade worked continuously, 
bailing and catching water with every conceiv- 
able type of container. The roof was leaking 
water like open portholes in a sinking ship. 

In the morning the sun was shining as if 
nature was trying to shrug off a bad mistake with 
abig smile 

Gardens had been hammered to oblivion. 
The north wall of the barn was slightly buckled 
and was pushed out several inches on the foun- 
dation at the north-west corner; illustrating the 
tremendous power of such a storm, remember- 
ing that the barn loft was loaded with over one 
hundred tons. 

When the storm veered east it made its next 
contact in the creek valley where it uprooted 
many beautiful spruce trees, some of them 24 to 
28 inches in diameter. On most of these the 
entire root system was torn up and left large 
gaping holes in the ground, with large piles of 
Foots and soil, 16 to 20 eet high, beside them. In 
some instances large green trees were twisted 
off, leaving long sinuous fibres of wood in the 
stump, and the trees had vanished. 

‘On the north bank of the creek there had 
been five granaries recently filled with grain. 
These were sitting in a straight line. The two 





alternate ones vanished, leaving conical piles of 
grain on the floors. The other three were un- 
touched. The Blindman River overflowed its 
banks and for a week was heavily laden with 
assorted debris, 

The last strike was at Gull Lake where a 
tremendous wave pushed water inland twenty 
nine feet beyond any previous high water 
mark. One man was reported to have been 
killed at Gull Lake in this storm but confirma- 
tion was not available at this time. 

Shortly after the storm Fred and Rose, with 
the three children and Grandma Petro moved to 
the larger house across the road. The old house 
was boarded up and stood idle for a year or two, 
and was subsequently moved one mile east and 
one mile north on the Blindman River to a beau- 
tiful location where the newlyweds, Ken and 
May Nelson, settled and lived until they recently 
retired to the senior citizens apartments in 
Bentley. 

Fred and Rose were outgoing people and 
their door was always open. Many transients 
and passers by were welcomed and fed in their 
home during the “dirty thirties”. They were 
never too busy to help a friend or neighbor. 

Fred was as active in community affairs as 
those times permitted. He was always up to 
date on current affairs, locally, provincially, 
and internationally. 

He was involved in the establishment of the 
first rural telephone system in the area and was 
on the schoo! board for several years. 

‘When his sons and daughters reached their 
teens, he became an ardent supporter of them in 
their activities, and travelled many miles trans- 
porting hockey teams around the country. He 
was affectionately known as “Pops” in the 
dressing rooms of hockey teams in Sylvan Lake 
and Red Deer for several years. 

The family left the farm in the summer of 
1941 and settled in Red Deer where Fred was 
employed for a time with Central Alberta Dairy 
Pool. He then worked for Dench of Canada, 
which later became C.P.R. Merchandising Ser- 
viees, and soon reached the position of ware- 
house manager. 

He was a member of the Orange Lodge and 
was a shop steward of the Teamsters Union 

In 1951 Fred and Rose built a beautiful new 
home in Red Deer, but destiny shortened his 
enjoyment of it to two short years. Fred was 
killed in a tragic accident while working at his 
job on July 13, 1953, at the age of 63. 
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Rose lived in the new family home until her 
death on October 6, 1965, at the age of 68 years. 

Fred and Rose were a compassionate and 
loving couple, and always believed the 
strength of the family unit was the basic 
strength of the country. 

A philosophy which they held and praci: 
tised throughout their lives and passed on to 
their family was: Live in such away that you will 
always be proud of your name. 

Respect your elders, They are the reason 
for your existance. 

‘Always greet people. You areno better than 
any other person, and no other person is better 
than you. 

‘There were six children born to Fred and 
Rose. All of them were born and spent their 
childhood in the Bentley areaon the family farm, 
These are: Beatrice Rose, born Feb. 23, 1918; 
Emily May, born Aug, 1919, died February, 1920; 
Arthur Le Roy born Apr. 2, 1921; Helen Grace, 
born Mar. 22, 1923; Daniel Perrin, born Oct. 
22, 1927; and Donald Melvin, born Nov. 20, 
1980. 


CARRITT, BEATRICE ROSE 
By Art Carritt 

Beatrice was the first child of Fred and Rose 
Carritt and was born on the family farm at Ben- 
tley on February 23, 1918. She spent her child- 
hood and adolescent years there. 

‘She was a most industrious girl and an ar- 
dent student. She had a great artistictalent. She 
attended the original Carritt Schoo! from 1924 to 
1927 and completed her grade nine in the new 
Carritt School in 1933, 

(On March 8, 1938, Beatrice married Everet 
(Pete) Wilson Long of Bragg Creek, near Cal- 
gary. They farmed the Carritt farm in 1938 while 
the Carritt family was in lowa during the termi- 
nal illness of Grandma Peabody, who was the 
mother of Mrs. J.C. (Mary) Carritt. 

In 1989 and 1940 they rented the Fred Da- 
niel farm, which they left when that farm was 
sold to Mr, D. Nagy. 

David Arthur Long was born April 20, 1939 
in the Bentley Hospital 

Pete and Beatrice moved to Red Deer in 
1940 where Pete was employed at the C.A.DP. 
and with the G.W. Ball Meat Market. 

In 1942 they: moved to Youbou on Van 
couver Island, where Pete was employed in a 
large lumber mill, From 1943 to 1945 they 
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farmed in the Duchess and Scandia areas in 
southern Alberta. In 1946 they bought prop- 
erty at Ricinus on the Clearwater River. 

Terry Allan Long was born on May 1, 1946. 

In 1947 Pete accepted a job driving large 
trucks with Dench of Canada, and they moved 
back to Red Deer. He drove the Red Deer to 
Rimbey line daily for two years and was then 
transferred to the Calgary to Cranbrook, B.C. 
line through the Crow's Nest Pass, driving gaso- 
line trucks. 

In 1952 the family moved from Calgary to 
Sacramento, Calif., U.S.A., where they boughta 
nice home. Pete continued driving for a time 
land then owned and operated a service station 
land used car business for several years. Bea- 
trice worked in a shopping centre for several 
years and attained a supervisory position. The 
family spent their annual holidays at their Ric- 
inus property, and in 1975 they sold their hold- 
ings in Sacramento and moved back to Ricinus, 
where they retired and are now living, 

David Arthur Long was born April 20, 1939, 
at Bentley. He inherited his mother’s artistic 
talents and won an art scholarship for an exhibit 
at the Calgary Stampede. From this he started 
fon a career in commercial art, and currently 
‘owns and operates "New Sierra Advertising” in 
Sacramento, Calif 

David married Jacquelyn Ann Phillips of 
Sacramento on July 28, 1959. They have four 
‘children: David Neal; Christopher Patrick: Ca- 
sey Mathew; and Melissa Ann. The David Long 
family recently built a new home on an acreage 
at Auburn, near Sacramento, 

Terry Allan Long was born May 1, 1946 in 
Red Deer, He was educated in Sacramento and 
at the University of Alberta, where he attained 
his degree in Electrical Engineering. He married 
Janice Lynne Miller of Markerville, Alberta on 
December 26, 1970. Janice graduated from the 
University of Alberta with a degree in pharmacy 
at the same time that Terry graduated in Engi- 
neering, and they lived and were employed in 
Edmonton for several years. They now farm 
eight miles west of Bentley and Terry currently 
commutes between there and Calgary, where he 
is employed. Janice works part time in the Ben- 
tley Pharmacy and Forhans Pharmacy in 
Eckville 

Terry and Janice have three children; Sarah 
Elizabeth, born July 24, 1974; Rebecca Chris- 
tine, born Feb. 13, 1978; and Cody Everett, born. 
June 16, 1980. 











CARRITT, ARTHUR Le ROY 


By Arthur L. Carrtt 

Arthur LeRoyCarritt,born April 2, 1921, was 
the third child born to Fred and Rose Carritt, 
‘on the family farm where he spent his childhood 
and adolescence. He attended the Carritt 
School through grade nine, Sylvan Lake High 
School through grades 10 and 11, andRed Deer 
High School through grade 12. He was keenly 
interested in athletics and at 17 years of agehad 
played two years of Intermediate Hockey with 
Sylvan Lake, winning the team and league scor- 
ing championships both years. In the spring of 
1939 he was offered a minor professional con- 
tract with the U.S. west coast league, which he 
declined. In the winter 1940-41 he played with 
Red Deer. Joining the Canadian Army the fol- 
lowing spring ended his aspirations as a hockey 
player. He also played baseball, and later fast 
ball, and was a pitcher in the Edmonton City 
League in 1947 and 1948, He was also interested 
in track and field and established a high schoo! 
record of 4:17 in the one mile run, which was 
unbeaten for several years. 

After finishing high school, Art worked for a 
short time at the C.A.D.P. plant in Red Deer, and 
then for Munro and Baines Ltd., dry cleaners. 

‘On October 22, 1941, he married Dorothy 
Isafold Grimson, second child of Grimur and 
Christine Grimson of Burnt Lake. They lived for 
‘two months in Red Deer and Art joined the Can- 
dian Active Army in Calgary in January of 1942. 
He was posted to No 33, Canadian Army Basic 
Training Centre in Ottawa, where he subse- 
quently became an instructor and remained for 
four years. He attained the rank of A/WO/2 
(Warrant Officer) and served as the training of- 
ficer for the Canadian Postal Corps, 

In March of 1942, Dorothy moved to Ottawa 
and they lived there until the end of the war in 
1946, 

‘Le Roy Earl was the first child born to Do- 
rothy and Art, on April 14, 1943, at the Civic 
Hospital in Ottawa, 

Lynda Rose, second child, was born at the 
Grace Hospital in Ottawa on November 13, 1944 

John Douglas (Doug), third child was born 
in the Red Deer Hospital on March 16, 1946. 

After Doug was born the family moved to 
Edmonton, where Art established a wood work- 
ing business, specializing in custom cabinets, 
office furniture, and commercial refrigerators. 
He sold this business four years later, in 1949, 
‘and the family moved back to Red Deer. 


Lawrence Milton (Laurie), Art and Do- 
rothy's fourth child, was born at the University 
Hospital in Edmonton on Nov. 2, 1947. 

After moving back to Red Deer, Art's wood- 
working ability was much in demand, and over 
the subsequent years he built over one hundred 
custom kitchens in homes all the way from Sa- 
cramento, Calif, to Peace River, Alberta. He 
also constructed six complete houses, although 
wood working has been a side line since 1950. 

In Red Deer Art sold insurance for one year, 
travelled for Jack's Mens Wear for two years, 
was assistant manager with Stewart Brothers 
Lumber Company for two years, manager of 
Stewart's Paint Store (Color Style Centre) for 
three years; commuted between Red Deer and 
Bowden for three years, where he was sports 
and recreation officer at the Bowden Institute; 
was manager of the Co-Op Hardware when the 
new store was opened in the Plaza Shopping 
Centre, for three years. He then went back tothe 
woodworking business, which eventually in 
1969, brought him to Eckville, working on a 
large reconstruction job on the Covlin Building, 
The family moved to Eckville in September, 
1970. 

In their twenty years in Red Deer Art and 
Dorothy were @ busy couple. They were 
members of the Gaetz Memorial Church. Do- 
rothy was active in the W.A. and Art was involved 
with Scouts. He was, at various times, chairman 
of the Sixth Group Committee, Secretary of the 
Red Deer District Council. President of the Red 
Deer District Council, and a Director of the Red 
Deer Region. He was also a Venturer Leader, 
was the supervisor for the construction of 
Camp Nelson on the north shore of Sylvan 
Lake; and donated weeks of his time and 
equipment in preparing Camp Woods at Syl- 
van Lake for the Dominion Jamboree in 1967. 
He donated three weeks of time and equip- 
ment in alterations to the stage and choir loft 
at Gaetz Memorial Church for the installation 
of the new church organ. 

He was a member of the Militia and retired 
to “Supplementary Reserve” in 1958 with the 
rank of Squadron Sergeant Major, and was a 
recipient of the C.D, (Canadian Forces Deco- 
ration). 

He coached baseball teams, fastball teams, 
and hockey teams including some city cham- 
pionship teams and two Provincial Contenders. 
He was an umpire and referee for fourteen years 
at ll levels in Red Door, and wasa referee for the 
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Provincial Juvenile playoffs in Calgary and 
Drumheller, 1957. He was a member of "Active 
International 

Christine Grace, their fifth child was born 
fon June 6, 1949, in Red Deer General Hospital, 
as were six more brothers and sisters: Melvin 
Samuel, born Feb. 2, 1982 (6th); Lezlie Joyce, 
born Oct. 9, 1954 (7th); Brian Frederick Arthur, 
born Aug. 10, 1957 (8th); Debra Jena, born June 
21, 1959 (Sth); Bradley Allan, born May 22, 1961 
(10th); Glen Daniel, born Aug, 13, 1965 (11th) 

Alter moving to Eckville, 12 years ago, Art 
and Dorothy continued associations with com- 
munity services. Dorothy was active for three 
years with C.G.I.T. She joined the Royal Cana- 
dain Legion Auxiliary, and has served as secre- 
tary and president, and is currently on the 
executive. She initiated "Welcome Mat" in Eck- 
ville, which was then taken over by the national 
organization, "Welcome Wagon”. She served 
four years on the Parent Scout Group Commit- 
tee, and is one of the Hockey Mothers who take 
regular turns in the lunch counter at the arena 
and help out with transportation, etc 

Art served nine years on the Group Com- 
mittee, two as secretary and seven as president. 
At the same time he was president of the Park- 
land District Council and on the executive of the 
Red Deer Region Council. He retired from 
‘scouting three years ago after twenty five years. 
He has served on the Town Council and has held 
every office in the Eckville Lions Club. in the 
Legion he has been secretary twice and presi- 
dont twice and is currently on another term as 
secretary. He is a member of the Eckville 
Chamber of Commerce and has served four ye- 
ars as president. He is a member of the Com- 
munity Hall Board and has spent most of his 
spare time - over four hundred hours - in the past 
two years, building a fastball facility 

‘Art was instrumental working with Bill An- 
drusyhyn, in starting an ambulance service for 
the Eckville area, and drove for nine andone halt 
years, most of the time on twenty-four hour call 

In 1973, his eldest son, Roy, retired from the 
army after thirteen years of service, and joined 
‘Art in construction. Two years later his son, 
Laurie, moved back from Vancouver, B.C. and 
Art, Foy and Laurie bought the Art Langer Hard- 
ware business in Eckville, which is now Carritt 
and Sons, Ltd,, Hardware, sporting Goods, 
Laundromat and T.V. and Appliances. In 1978 
they bought the Andrusyshyn property which is 
now Eckville Super Service Ltd., and brought in 
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two more sons, Brian and Bradley, as partners 
This business now operates as a Turbo Service 
Station, Car and Truck Wash, Mutfier Shop, and 
Bottle Depot, and leases to the Eckvlle Exa- 
miner and Baker's Auto Body. 

As Art and Dorothy have spent so much 
time in social and community services, their 
children have grown up, completely involved in 
them as well. They also found time to take their 
kids camping on weekends and holidays, andto 
take them to the rink or ball diamond or figure 
skating, and are proud of the result 

With “tongue in cheek’, Art contends that 
the only reason he does so many things is that 
he'll have an answer forthe clods who ask him 
what he does besides raise kids. 

Le Roy Ear! Carrit 

Foy was the first child of Art and Dorothy 
Carte He was born in the Ottawa Civic Hospi- 
tal, April 14th, 1943. Roy was educated in Red 
Deer Central School, He was active in athletics 
and played hockey and fastball with Red Deer 
teams through midget age. He joined the Cana- 

ian Army in 1960 and served with R.C.AS. 
and with the Canadian Airoorne Regiment. He 
played hockey and baseball with army toams in 
Winnipeg and Brandon, Roy served in Germany 
forthnreo years andon the Gaza Strip in Egypt for 
a year with the UN. Emergency Force. He was 
returned to Canada in 1967 and attained the 
rank of Master Corporal. He had extensive train- 
ing in driving, maintenance, andirst ai, includ- 
ing ambulance. This was an asset when he 
joined his father, Art. in Eckvill, as he was a 
driver for the Eckville Ambulance for five years. 
He received the U.N. Medal, Egypt, and the C.D. 
in 1971 Roy married Pamela Mary Dent at 
Griesbach Barracks in Edmonton. Roy and 
Pam's first child was born in the Red Deer Gen- 
eral Hospital on New Years Day, 1972. In 1973 
Roy retired from the army and the family moved 
to Eckvlle, Pamela Jennifer, their second child 
was born in the Red Deer Hospital on August 19, 
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Lynda Rose Carritt 

Lynda, second child of Art and Dorothy, 
was born at Grace Hospital, Ottawa, on No- 
vember 13, 1944. She came back to Edmonton in 
1946 and then to Red Deer in 1949 with her 
parents. She received her education at Red Deer 
Central School and Lindsay Thurber Composite 
High School. Lynda married Lawrence (Larry) 
James Greiner of Red Deer in 1963. Lynda and 











Larry lived in Red Deer for a short time, where 
Larry was starting apprenticeship in electricity. 
From there they moved to Rimbey in 1965 and to 
Stettler in December, 1967. Larry is a master 
electrician and has been manager of Bagshaw 
Electric for several years. Lynda and Larry have 
four children; Brenda Lynn, born Oct. 3, 1963 in 
Red Deer Hospital; Pat Owen, born Aug. |, 1968 
in Stettler Hospital; Zoie Raeanne, born Feb. 5, 
1979 in Stettler Hospital: Sharon Lorraine, born 
May 12, 1965 in Red Deer Hospital 
John Douglas (Doug) Carritt 

Doug, third child of Art and Dorothy, was 
born in Red Deer hospital, March 16, 1946. He 
was educated in Red Deer Central and Lindsay 
Thurber Schools and at N.ALT., Edmonton. 
Doug worked fora time at Deerhome, now Mi- 
chener Centre, in Red Deer. While there he met 
Nancy Ann Hart and on August 14, 1968, they 
were married, Shortly after their marriage Doug 
began taking courses at N.A.LT. in telecom- 
munications electronics and was employed by 
AGT. immediately after graduation. He has 
been employed by A.G.T. since that time with 
the position of foreman. Nancy is currently 
working at Michener Centre. Doug and Nancy 
are an industrious couple and own a beautiful 
home in Red Deer. Doug and Nancy have one 
child of their marriage, Shane Douglas; and 
two children of Nancy's, Terry and Tammy 
Hart, by a provious marriage. Shane Douglas 
was born at the Red Deer Hospital on March 
14, 1970, and is attending school at the Annie 
L. Gaetz Elementary Schoo! in Red Deer. 


Lawrence Milton (Laurie) Carritt 

Laurie is the fourth child of Art and Dorothy 
and was born at the University Hospital in Ed- 
monton on November 2, 1947. Laurie started 
school at Red Deor Central Elementary, con- 
tracted measles at the beginning of Easter and 
missed two days of schoo! after the holidays. 
From then until he completed grade 12 he was 
never late and never missed a day of school. He 
attended Central and Lindsay Thurber Schools 
in Red Deer and then attended University of 
British Columbia. He worked for Canada Safe- 
way for some time in Vancouver and returned to 
Eckville in 1975, when his father and elder 
brother bought the Langer Hardware business. 
Laurie played several years of minor pro hockey 
on the West Coast with the Burnaby Lakers and 
Whaley Dells. He has played with the Eckville 
senior team since his return to Alberta. He is 


General Manager and Purchasing Agent for 
Carritt and Sons Ltd., and is an astute and re- 
spected business man. 


Christine Grace Carritt (Chris) 

Chris was the fifth child of Art and Dorothy. 
born on June 6, 1949. She was educated at Cen- 
tral Elementary and Lindsay Thurber High 
School in Red Deer. Chris married Donald Le- 
wis Lewellyn (Don) in 1967. Don and his father 
‘own and operate Llewellyn Electric at Innisfail, 
where he is a journeyman electrician and jour- 
neyman plumber. Chris is employed at the firm 
as a secretary, Don and Chris have two sons; 
Donald Kreg, (Kreg), born in the Innisfail Hospi- 
tal August 11, 1967, and Lewis Jaret, (Jaret), 
born in the Innisfail Hospital on July 27, 1970 
Melvin Samuel (Mel) Carritt 

Melis the sixth child of Art & Dorothy, born 
Feb. 2, 1952. Mel was educated at Central and 
Lindsay Thurber Schools in Red Deer. Mel is 
very versatile and has worked at several occupa- 
tions. He is a qualified appliance technician 
andis.a licensed pilot with instrument and night 
ratings. He is currently employed by Bu. 
Hughes and working on afi off shore oil rig on 
the Ivory Coast of Africa, Mel married Henrietta 
(Henri) Reinhart, of Bawit, Alberta, in 1970 and 
they lived in Red Deer for three years and in 
Drumheller for one and a half years, moving to 
Gull Lake, near Bentley, in 1975. Mel and Henri 
had two children; Jason Wayne, born in the Red 
Deer Hospital November 21, 1973, and Mary Lee 
Dorothy, born in the Drumheller Hospital, Au- 
gust 11, 1975. Mel and Henri were divorced in 
1978 and Henri lives at Gull Lake. 

‘Mel married Linda Josephine Gayle Arme- 
neau of Eckville September 13, 1978, and they 
have two children, Georgina Lee Ellen, born 
September 6, 1979, at the Slave Lake Hospital 
and Jamie Arthur, born July 12, 1981, in Eckville 
Hospital, Mel and Linda have purchased prop- 
erty at Kinuso, Alberta, and are building a home 
there. They have aspirations of developing a 
guest ranch there in the future. 

Lezlie Joyce Carritt 

Lezlie is the seventh child of Dorothy and 
Art, born Oct. 9, 1954, in the Red Deer Hospital 
Lezlie was educated at Central and Lindsay 
‘Thurber schools in Red Deer and at the Univer- 
sity of Lethbridge; University of Nevada at Reno 
and the University of Alberta at Calgary. She 
was employed as a librarian at the University of 
Lethbridge and has been employed in Calgary 
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for the past three years in oil related industries. 
She is also involved with social work on avolun- 
tary basis, Lezlie married Ronald Roy Molyneux 
of Calgary on August 15, 1981, He san architect 
and developer in Calgary. 

Brian Frederick Arthur 

Brian was the eighth child of Art and Do- 
rothy, born Aug, 10, 1957, at the Red Deer Hos- 
pital. He was educated at Central School in Red 
Deer, Eckville High School, and N.A.LT., Ed- 
monton. Brian worked for Bouchard Elecric of 
Red Deer for two years and with the same firm in 
Lloydminster for two years. Brian married Kim 
Erma Reeds of Kitscoty in 1976, Brian and Kim 
have three sons; Chad Fabien, born Oct. 28, 
1976; Vincent Jeoffery, born April 15, 1978; and 
Gregory Ross, born March 31, 1979, in the Red 
Deer Hospital. Vince was born at the hospital in 
Lloydminster and Chad was born in Red Deer. 
Brian and Kim moved to Eckville in 1978 when 
Carritts bought the Andrusyshyn property. 
Brian is a partner in the Eckville Super Service 
Ltd., which they established. 

Debra Jean Carritt 

Debbie was born on June21, 1959 andis the 
ninth child of Art and Dorothy, She was born in 
the Red Deer Hospital. She received her educa- 
tion at Red Deer Central and Eckville schools, 
Debbie married Roderick (Rick) Dean Miller of 
Eckville in 1973. Rick is employed with Petro 
Can Oil and is a plant operator. Since their mar- 
riage they have lived at Fox Creek, Alberta, 
Fort St. John, B.C., Eckville, Leedale, Grande 
Prairie, and Condor. They are presently living 
in Red Deer and Debbie is attending Red Deer 
College. They have two children, Damanique 
Kristine, (Nikki), born Feb., 1974 at the 
Eckville Hospital, and Kurtis Allan, (Kurt) 
born May 22, 1975 at the Eckville Hospital. 
Bradley Alan (Brad) 

Brad is the 10th child of Art and Dorothy, 
born on May 22, 1961, at the Red Deer Hospital. 
He started his schooling at Red Deer Central 
School and then attended Eckville schools. 
Brad worked in 1978 at Eckville Super Service 
and then moved to Stettler, where he worked for 
Stettler Feed Mill. He is currently employed as 
lan apprentice in the floor covering business in 
Stettler. 

Glen Daniel 

Glen is the 11th, child of Art and Dorothy, 
born Aug. 13, 1965, at the Red Deer Hospital. 
Glen is the seventh son. He is attending 
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school in Eckville and is ardently working to- 
ward @ career in hockey. He has won many 
athletic awards and is also doing well scholas- 
tically. He lives at home at the present time. 


CARRITT, HELEN GRACE 
By Arthur L. Carri 

Helen was the fourth child of Fred and Rose 
Carritt. She was born at Bentley on March 22, 
1923 and spent her childhood and adolescence 
on the farm. She completed her ninth grade at 
the Carritt School, 1929 to 1998, and her high 
school at Red Deer Central High, 1938 to 1941 
Helen worked for a short time at Youbou, B.C. 
and returned to Red Deer to work at Eatons in 
1943, In 1945 she went to Stewart Brothers Im- 
plements, (ILH.C.) in Red Deer, where she 
worked for 12 years, and was stenographer, of 
fice manager, & parts manager, and at the same 
time was secretary for the Red Deer Implement 
Dealers Association. On June 29, 1957, Helen 
married Dery! Shannon Steel of the Craig dis 
trict, south of Eckville. Dery!’s parents were 
carly settlers in that district and Dery! and Helen 
now own a part of the original homestead and 
have acquired other land. They have built a 
beautiful home and farmstead over the years, 
‘They operate a mixed farming enterprise and 
have developed and maintained a sizable herd 
of cattle, Helen and Dery! are active in commun- 
ity affairs. There were two children born to 
Helen and Deryl; Wesley Deryl, and Leona Rose. 

Wesley Deryl Steel (Wes), was born at the 
Red Deer Hospital, May 29, 1958, the first child 
of Helen and Dery! Steel. He spent his childhood 
and adolescence on the family farm, 13 miles 
south of Eckville. He was educated from grade 
‘one through twelve at the Spruceview School, 
and was an excellent student, graduating in 
1976. Soon after graduating Wes was employed 
by the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce in 
Red Deer. He advanced rapidly and was trans- 
ferred to branches at Calgary, Strathmore & 
Coleman, Alberta. However, he didn’t care 
much for the inside work and numerous 
transfers, so left the bank and worked for one 
year with High Tower Drilling. Early in 1981 he 
entered a partnership and launched a construc 
tion firm - Stel-Ed Construction of Red Deer. 

Leona Rose Steel, the second child of Dary! 
and Helen Stee! was born Sept. 8, 1960, at the 
Red Deer Hospital. Like her brother,Wes, she 
grew up on the family farm, attended Spruce- 





view School through grade twelve, was an ex- 
cellent student, and graduated in 1978. She 
then worked for Canada Safeway in Red Deer 
for a year, and in Calgary for a short time. She 
returned to Red Deer to accept a position with 
the City of Red Deer in the building inspection 
branch, where she is currently employed, 


CARRITT, DANIEL PERRIN 
By Arthur L, Carritt 

Dan was the fifth child born to Fred and 
Rose Carritt on Oct. 22, 1927. He was born inthe 
Bentley Hospital and spent his childhood on the 
family farm. He attended Carritt Schoo! for six 
years and then moved with his parents to Red 
Deer in 1941, where he finished high school. He 
then attended the University of Alberta in Ed- 
monton. On April 29, 1950, Dan married Greta 
Charmaine (Char) Schlag, of Medicine Hat, Al- 
berta. Don was employed for a few years by 
Davis and Costello, plumbing contractors. He 
then entered a partnership with Bill Morgan of 
Red Deer and then operated Car-More Plumb- 
ing for some time. Dan was then selected as 
Provincial Plumbing Inspector and worked from 
the Red Deer office for several years. He was a 
member of the 78th Battery, R.C.A. in Red Deer. 
attained the rank of Captain, and was awarded 
the C.D. before retiring to Supplementary Re- 
serve. He was a qualified sanitary inspector 
(C.S.1,.C), journeyman plumber and gasfitter 
‘On September 1, 1970 he was transferred to the 
Edmonton office, the Inspection Branch, De- 
partment of Health, Dan and Char have lived in 
Edmonton since that time and Dan is now Chief 
Plumbing Inspector, Province of Alberta. Dan 
and Char had two children; Marcia Jane and 
John David, 

Marcia Jane Carritt was born at the Red 
Deer Hospital on Oct. 19, 1951. She completed 
her grade twelve at Red Deer schools. Five 
months before her father's transfer to Edmon- 
ton, Marcia married David Hodson Pope (Dave) 
of Pine Lake, on March 21, 1970. Dave and his, 
father, Arthur, have been well known Aberdeen 
‘Angus cattle breeders for many years and the 
young couple built a beautiful side hill home a 
short distance from the Arthur Pope residen- 
‘ce, Dave and Marcia have two children; Corrie 
Anne, born Jan. 27, 1973; and Colin Dean, 
born Oct. 19, 1974 

John David Carritt (Dave) was the second 
child of Dan and Char Carritt. He was born on 














Oct, 28, 1952 in the Red Deer Hospital, He re- 
ceived his education in Red Deer schools and 
immediately starting an apprenticeship with 
Bruins Plumbing in Red Deer. He soon earned 
his journeymans certificate and has worked with 
that firm to the present time and is now service 
manager. Dave married Deborah (Debbie) 
‘Alana Hermary on March 20, 1976. Dave and 
Debbie have one child, Alana Jean, born Dec. 
27, 1980, at the Red Deer Hospital 


CARRITT, DONALD MELVIN (DON) 
By Arthur L. Carrtt 

Don was the sixth child born to Fred and 
Rose Carritt. He was born on Nov. 20, 1930, at 
the Bentley Hospital, He spent his early child- 
hood on the family farm and moved to Red Deer 
with his parents in 1941. He attended the Carrtt 
School for four years and completed his grade 
twelve in Red Deer. Don was apainter for several 
years and has a journeyman certificate. He was 
keenly interested in flying and has held Private, 
Commercial, and Glider Pilot licenses for sev- 
eral years. He is also a qualified Aircraft Mainte- 
nance Engineer - Category A. and works part 
time at the Lacombe airport. He holds certifi- 
cates as well in Steam Engineering and is em- 
ployed at the C.A.D.P. in Red Deer. He was a 
member of C, Squadron, Kings Own Calgary 
Regiment, for many years and retired to Supple~ 
mentary Reserve with the rank of Lieutenant. He 
was the recipient of the Canadian Forces Deco- 
ration, (C.D.). Don married Doreen Anne Cahill - 
formerly Doreen Bourke - of Kelowna, B.C. on 
October 13, 1976, Doreen had two daughters; 
Wendy Lee and Karen Anne by a previous mar- 
riage. Wendy Lee married Leslie George Crow- 
ley of Edmonton on August 18, 1979, and Karen 
Anne is living at home. Doreen is a five year 
veteran of the R.C.AF. and is now working in 
Michener Centre., Red Deer. 


CARRITT, TOM & JOE 


In the fall of 1901 Joe Carritt came from 
lowa to see the country where his brother John 
(J. C. Carritt) had settled the previous spring 
He stayed about six weeks, and, before leaving, 
filed on a homestead, the S.W. 34-39-1-W.6th 
for his eldest son, Tom, 

Tom Carritt and his friend, John Steele, 
‘came to Alberta and the Rainy Creek district in 
the spring of 1902, with a carload of settler's, 
effects. On Tom's quarter they built a rough 
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board structure, topped it with a tent, and 
batched there for some time. 

Tom's father, Joe, came laterto oversee and 
assist in the erection of a small house, size 16x 
20 feet, for them. 

‘Tom proved up on his quarter, and, in Sep- 
tember, 1903, he married the eldest Nelson 
daughter, Martha, and this was theirhome. Two 
children were born to them; Blanche, in May, 
4905, and Mariam, in November, 1906. 

In the summer of 1907 they returned to 
lowa, They spent the rest of their lives there 
near Tom's relatives, and six more children were 
born to them there, 


J.C. CARRITT FAMILY 
By Marjorie McNeill 

John Charles Cartitt, or J.C. as he was af- 
fectionately called by his many friends, was 
born near Castana, lowa, on May 14, 1864. Mary 
Jane Peabody (May) was born at Oskosh, Wis- 
consin, on Dec. 17, 1868, and came with her 
parents, at the age of 2, to settle near Whiting, 
Jowa. May taught schoo! in that part of lowa, for 
a couple of years, and on April 8, 1888, John and 
May were married , at the home of the bride's 
parents. They spent the first five years of mar= 
Tied life at Castana, where J.C. was postmaster, 
and in partnership with his brother-in-law in a 
grocery and dry goods store. However, neither 
partner being cut out for the store business, they 
sold out and J.C. trained as a telegrapher, and 
‘was posted to Lindsey, Nebraska. By this time 
they had a family of three children, Charles 
(Jim), Fred and Mary. They spent the next eight 
years In Lindsey and during that time another 
daughter, Mildred, was born. J.C. loved the soil 
and rather disliked inside work, and | think he 
must of had a bit of pioneer blood in his veins 
from his parents, as they had emigrated from 
Wisconsin to Western lowa by covered wagon, 
years before. J.C. was a member of the Lindsey 
Brass Band and they often used the waiting 
room of the station for their practice sessions. It 
was, no doubt, after one such session, when a 
number of men were sitting around discussing 
the merits of living on a farm, cheap land, ete. 
when May came in with anewspaper advertising 
homesteads in Canada and remarked, “here's 
where you should go to get cheap land”. 

In 1899, J.C., being able to get a passon the 
railroad, took a short holiday and went to Can- 
ada to look the country over. On the way he met 
George Garries, from Lincoln, Nebraska, who 














was headed for Alberta to file on a homestead, 
J.C. returned with the report that there were 
possibilities for a good life there, but not without 
hardships, and by this time he had children in 
school, which was another drawback. He cor- 
responded with the Garries family for the next 
year and when the work load got too much for 
one man to handle, and he was refused an as- 
sistant, he resigned and made plans to go to 
Canada. Besides looking after passengers, 
freight, messages, etc., he had to walk to the 
Post Office, both morning and afternoon, and 
pick up the outgoing mail, carry it back to the 
station and when the train arrived, take the in- 
‘coming mail back to the Post Office, This meant 
eight trips between station and Post Office a 
day. Needless to say less than six months after 
he lett, there were two men stationed at Lindsey. 

‘J.C, arrived in Canada in February, 1901 
and filed on the S.W, %4-40-1-W. 5. There wasa 
32’ « 18° log house on the land. Some young 
man had filed on it previously, but had given it 
up and returned to his parent's home when his 
father became ill. J.C. had to pay something 
for the improvements. The quarter was only 
three miles from the George Garries homes- 
tead, although in a different district. J.C. was 
invited to stay with the Garries family during 
the next two months until his family and 
equipment arrived. Mr. Garries helped him 
prepare the cabin by raising the roof and ad- 
ding two more logs on the walls, and putting a 
ceiling In it, in order to make a loft for the chil- 
dren to sleep on straw ticks. This loft later 
proved a godsend when the Nelson family ar- 
rived the next year. 

(One story which bears repeating is one 
often told by my parents. It was April 19, 1901, 
and J.C.'s wife and four children were to arrive in 
Lacombe that day. J.C. was up bright and early 
with a team and wagon (probably borrowed 
from George Garries) and on his way to meet 
them, He was taking the road used in winter 
across Gull Lake, as it saved many miles of 
winding through the trees. The ice was melted 
near the shore, but he was assured by several, 
who had already spent a year or so in the coun- 
try, that once you got on to the ice it was per- 
fectly safe. One horse had some trouble getting 
up, consequently J.C. waded in water above his 
rubber boots in order to get the horses on the 
supposedly solid ice. Finally, he was on his way 
again, dumping his boots and wringing out his 
's0x. The horses seemed very uneasy and were 





stumbling frequently. He reached Lacombe 
safely and had a grand reunion with his family. 
They did not start out for the homestead until 
the next day and were told then that the ice had 
gone out of the lake. A year later, while hauling 
lumber from a mill on Sylvan Lake, a neighbor 
warned him against driving into a hole and 
pointed it out to him. The hole was full of slush 
Joe just like the spots his horses hoofshad made 
on Gull Lake a year earlier. J.C. always declared 
his hair stood on end when he realized that his 
horses had not been stumbling, but breaking 
through the ice. 

The four Carritt childen, Charles 12, Fred 
11, Mary 9 and Mildred 3, were the only children 
in the Rainy Creek District for eighteen months. 
Martin Ide was probably the first homesteader in 
the district, his land being N.E. % 94-1-39-W. 5, 
although he lived on the next quarter east. He 
‘was a bachelor, and came in the late 1800's. 
Martin raised cattle and tried to discourage ho- 
mesteaders by telling them it was impossible to 
raise grain here, as settlers would mean fences, 
as well as the loss of free pastures. He left 
around 1904, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wood, and 
daughter Liza, and soon to be husband, Frank 
Peabody, from Ohio; C.W. Urich, wife, daugh- 
ter and nephew, from Dakota, were other resi- 
dents, New Years 1902, was spent at the Urich 
home, with seventeen’ people in attendance, 
which was practically all there were in the dis- 
trict, 

‘Game and wild fruit were in abundance and 
fresh fish could be caught at either Gull or Syl- 
van Lake at any time. From five bushels of pota- 
toes planted in the spring of 1901, about 65 
bushels were put in the cellar. J.C. finished 
planting a small field of oats on May 14, the first, 
year. They were looking lovely the th of June, 
but when they looked out and saw an inch of 
snow, and still snowing, they began to wonder 
why they ever came to this God forsaken coun- 
try. The sun came out later in the day and by 
night the snow had disappeared, dispelling all 
their misgivings, and the crop was really good. 
The mosquitoes and buffalo gnats nearly ate 
them alive for the first six weeks that summer, 
and the so called roads through the bush were 
terrible, As May quoted from the poet, Will Car 
ton, in aletter back home, “Tis’ not the the funni- 
est thing a man can do, existing in a country 
when it's new”. Another drawback was the lack 
of schools, Many of the settlers were bachelors 
and there were not enough children in the dis: 
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NSS. Nelson, J.C. Carrit, Ed Begert and Fred C. Nelson, at timber cuting ¢ 


trict to qualify for a school, as there had to be at 
least twelve of schoo! age within a radius of five 
miles. 

In the fall of 1902, Mr. and Mrs. Nels Nelson 
and & children, Mrs. Nelson's two nephews, 
Henry Stone and Henry Peterson arrived at the 
Carritt residence. The men were somewhat de- 
layed in getting their houses built on their ho- 
mesteads, 50 there were 18 living in the 12" x 18° 
cabin for six weeks. The men and older boys had 
intended to sleep in the hayloft, but as it had a 
sod roof and there was considerable rain that 
fall, they all had to bed down in the house. Two 
weeks after their arrival the number was in- 
creased to nineteen when Alberta, Nelson's 
ninth child arrived, weighing 13 Ibs. May Carritt 
was the only doctor or nurse, and as a result 
Of this experience her services were always in 
demand, in childbirth, accident, or just plain 
illness, 

1902 brought many more settlers, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Blish and four children, Mr. and Mrs. 
J.B, Dane and two children; John Steele and a 
nephew of J.C.’s, Tom Carritt. They all came by 
way of Lacombe but later discovered that the 
Forester and Kneiper families had come via Red 








mp, west of Eckille- winter of 1906.07, 


Deer in 1900 and 1901 and settled on the north 
shore of Sylvan (then Snake) Lake. Kneipers 
and Forsters lived only a few miles south of 
them, but until a road was slashed through the 
timber to the Lake they were unaware of their 
existence. The Thompson and Bigam families 
also arrived that year, settling closerto the Lake. 
New Years 1903 was again spent at the C. Urich 
home, this time with thirty-five present and ten 
more in the district unable to attend, 

‘Quite a number of ox teams were used in 
those days and in some of May Carritt’s letters 
she wrote, “If had a camera handy | should like 
to take a picture of Henry Peterson and Nels 
Nelson as they come from the timber hollering 
“naw Buck, gee Bright,” and possibly a few 
unprintable words.” 

Rey. R.C. Scott, a student minister sent out 
by the Home Mission Board of the Methodist 
Church, started holding services in the homes 
every two weeks, usually at the C. Urich home, 
as it was larger than most. The first Rainy Creek 
Church was built that fall, on land donated by 
N.S. Nelson and completed and dedicated in 
November 1903, School classes opened in it on 
February 1st, 1904, with James McNicol, B.A. 
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(later of Blackfalds) as teacher. The first pupils 
were; Fred, Edith, John, mma, Marius and 
Frank Nelson; Charles, Fred, Mary and Mildred 
Carritt; Winnie, Alice and Ethel Blish; Goldie 
Dane and Eva Austin. The first school was built 
the same year, named Carritt (after J.C.) and 
was ready for occupancy by Christmas. The 
‘Thompson and Bigam children started at this 
time, as it was nearer to them than the church, 
Regulation desks, a table and chair for the 
teacher, were supplied by the district, but very 
little else in the way of equipment. A second 
hand box stove was donated and the older boys 
kept themselves warm by bucking wood at noon 
land recess, while the younger ones helped carry 
it in, W.A, Saunders, for many years a Rimbey 
resident, was the second teacher, followed by 
Miss Jennie Good, of Red Deer, who later be- 
‘came Mrs. R.G. Cornett. Miss Good was there 
in the never to be forgoten winter of 1906 and 
1907, when the snow was piled in high drifts, and 
the thermometer nearly dropped out of sight 
and stayed there for quite a spell. The first 
school board was made up of Nels Nelson, Tho- 
mas Bigam and J.C. Carritt as secretary. J.C. 





red and Mary Carr 


Fred, Chorke, 





was also secretary of the Local Improvement 
District for many years. Members of the board 
often came to the Carritt home in the afternoon, 
holding their meeting until late in the evening, 
land ending up staying all night. Harry Brown- 
low, from Brownlow's Landing and C.0. Vig 
from the Sunset District, to name a few. 

J.C. was instrumental in getting the first 
rural mail route south and west established, in 
41922. He took on the job of courier temporarily 
for the big sum of $3.85 a trip, which he carried 
on for 15 years until his 73rd birthday, and in 
that time he missed but one trip, going by car, 
team and buggy or sleigh. Many times having 
to go through the farmers fields in order to get 
around the drifts 

‘Two more girls were born to J.C. and May 
Carritt in Alberta, Muryelle and Marjorie. The 
Carritt's moved to the village of Bentley in 1927, 
where J.C. was a pioneer in successfully grow- 
ing fruit in the Bentley district. His orchard had 
both standard and crabapples as well as plums 
and Nanking cherries, 

J.C. passed away on November 13, 1944 
and May on January 21, 1951. As | finish this 





in 1901 - just before coming to Canada 








Mr. & Mrs, J.C. Carritt- 50th wedding anniversa 





history | cannot help but recall the fitting serip- 
ture read at May's funeral; Psalm 121-1 "Iwill lift 
up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence co- 
meth my strength’. To the west and north from 
Carritt's homestead one could see Old Baldy 
and Sunset hills, and | often wonder how many 
times those early settlers must have turned their 
eyes in that direction for strength to carry on 

Charles Thomas (Jim) Carritt was born at 
Castana, lowa, on January 5, 1898, He moved, 
with his parents to Lindsay, Nebraska, at theage 
of four, coming to Alberta early in 1901. He re- 
ceived his education at Lindsay and the local 
Carritt school, and also by self study, as he was 
an avid reader and studied deeply on subjects of 
interest to him. He was also an experimental 
gardener. He remained a bachelor and lived on 
the home farm until 1993, when he moved to a 
small home on the north shore of Sylvan Lake, 
where he lived alone until his health failed. He 
passed away in September 1964 

Mildred Frances (Carritt, Peterson) Wool 
{gar was born at Lindsay, Neb., on April 29, 1698 
and came with her parents to Canada in 1901 
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She attended Carritt School, Lacombe High 
School, and Camrose Normal, after which she 
taught forashort time. On July 21, 1920, she was 
married to Leslie Peterson, of Lacombe, whose 
parents were former aquaintances of the Car- 
Titts in lowa. They moved to a arm north westof 
Rimbey in 1922, but in 1924 Leslie contacted 
diphtheria and passed away on July 21, their 4th 
wedding anniversary. Mildred was left with two 
small children Raymond Floyd, three, and 
Mary Alice, one. 

Mildred moved back with her parents and 
worked at various jobs in the district. She was a 
telelphone operator for several years and 
clerked at the old Brown and Witherell store for 
some thirteen years. In May 1943 she married a 
long time neighbor W.R. “Bill” Woolgar, who 
predeceased her in 1959. She continued to 
‘make her home in Bentley, until taking up resi- 
dence in the Lacombe Lodge, passing away on 
March 30, 1981 

Raymond took his schooling at Bentley 
completing his High School at Victoria High 
School, Edmonton. He enlisted with the 
R.C.AF. in July 1942, going overseas in April 
1943, He had taken part in many bombings over 
Germany and Milan, Italy, and had been pro- 
moted to Fit. Sgt. but lost his life on a raid over 
Brunswick, on January 15, 1944, 

Mary took her schooling at Bentley, finish- 
ing up with a business course at Lacombe. In 
January 1943, she married Charles Woolgar. 
They had four children; Lynn with the Edmon- 








John ond Mary Carritt, shortly before moving to 
Canada in 1901 
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ton City Telephone, Julie, deceased and Kerry 
and Holly. The two youngest and Mary all liveat, 
or near, Qualicum Beach, V.l., B.C. 

Muryell (Carritt) Sandrock was born in the 
Rainy Creek District on December 31, 1908. She 
received her education at the Carritt school and 
Bentley High School, after which she trained as 
a nurse at the Royal Alex Hospital, Edmonton, 
‘She graduated in 1931 and that same year was 
married to Henry Sandrock, who was with the 
Alberta Provincial Police. In 1941, after the 
R.C.MP. took over the policing of Alberta, 
Henry was transferred to Winnipeg, where they 
made their home for five years. Henry was then 
transferred to Ottawa, where they have made 
their home since. After moving to Ottawa, Mu- 
ryelle resumed her nursing career, and also at- 
tended two years University, in order to receive 
her B.A. in nursing. They now live in retirement 
and their two children, Joyce McMillan lives at 
Toronto and Gail is with the RCMP. in 
Winnipeg 

Marjorie Alberta (Carritt) McNeill was born 
in the Rainy Creek District on August 14, 1911 
She attended the Carritt and Bentley schools 
and was a graduate of Garbutt Business Col- 
lege, Red Deer. She worked for some time in 
Edmonton and in January 1941 was married to 
Robert (Bob) McNeill of Nevis. They lived at 
Bentley for ten years, where Bob worked at var- 
ious jobs, farming, section man, and gas jockey 
and school bus driver for Bentley Motors. in 
1952 they moved to Erskine where Bob worked 
in the oll fields for a number of years. In 1969 
they took over the Lakeway Service and Coffee 
Shop at Erskine, which they operated for three 
years. In the fall of 1972they bought the stock of 
Erskine Grocery, which Marjorie operated until 
the end of 1976, when they sold the business to 
their son Gregory. The next year Bob, with Mar- 
jorie's help, built anew and larger store building, 
which they later sold to Gregory, which he still 
‘owns and operates. They still live at Erskine and 
their four boys, Royce, Duncan, Gregory and 
Cameron all live fairly close by. 


CARRITT, JUDSON, EUGENE 

Judson Eugene Carritt, (Jud) was born in 
Wisconsin and, at an early age, moved with his 
parents by way of ox team and covered wagon to 
Towa. In 1904, at 46 years of age, he came to 
Alberta, and took up a homestead on the N.W.- 
28-39-1-W.5th, the farm which was later the Fred 


Nelson family home, and which had a beautiful 
view ofthe Biindman Valle. 

Ho lived the first two years in Alberta with 
his brother, J.C. Carita family, then moved 
tonis own newly bul home on his homestead 

Jud was of a very quiet cisposition, but al 
ways ready to help along a worthy causes his 
generous gifs to the Bentley Hospital, Cart 
Schoo! Library, and hishelptomany friends and 
neighbors, in time of loss or sickness, showed 

He served for several years on the board of 
the Carsitt Schoo! District. He loved trapping 
and hunting, and was a welcome visitor atthe 
home of frends, where his traplineed past ther 
homes, 

If 1906 he was seriously injured and sut- 
fered a broken leg while working in he woods 
He was nuraed an cared for in his tong conva- 
Tescence, atthe J.C, Carit nome, by his ister 
in-law, hrs, Mary Carri. His leg didn't heal 
Property, and he was left with a bad imp. 

in 1819 he sold his farm to his nephew by 
marriage, Fred Neson, and went lve with Mr 
and Mrs Bil Bogert. In fateritohe was otenil, 
and was cared for by Mrs. Begert orn the hos” 

ita 

R At his death in January, 1929, the business 
men of Bentley made acalletion among them 
elves toputflowerson his casket. However, the 
response was so generous, they found them- 
Selves witha sum of money farinexcess of what 
the flowers cost, so they purchased fine moris 
chair, which they presented to the hospital in 
his memory, This was a most iting Use forthe 
money, 88, during his ifetime he was a gen- 
trovs ‘contributor to the hospital, and was 
many times a patient there 


CARRUTHERS, MELVILLE & MERRON 
By Merron Carruthers 

In October of 1945 we arrived in Bentley, 
Alberta from Chilliwack, 8.C., and shortly after 
our arrival, moved onto the Edwin Chowen farm, 
south of town; now owned by Bill Allan. 

In March of 1948 we bought and moved 
onto the farm owned by Albert Reimche, in the 
Rainy Creek district 

The children attended Carritt Schoo! untit 
1983, when it was closed and they were bused 
into Bentley. Before the Carritt School closed 
Doreen took her high school in Bentley and 
worked in the drug store for Grant Sanders, 

A great deal of hard labor wentinto the farm 
as there was a lot of bush to be cleared. 
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‘Melle and Merron Carruthers family. Back row L.to R- Daryl, Blaine, Elaine, Doreen, Barry and Dwain. Front 


R Merron, Sheril, Sondra, Mel 
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‘A much needed new barn was builtin 1948 - 
49.and the power broughtin. In 1955a piece was 
added to the house, adding to the comforts of a 
large family. Robert Nelson dug the well and 
put in the plumbing; bath, toilet, etc. 

During the years we lived there, most of the 
quarter was cleared and broken. The older 
children joined the calf club and we got into 
some excellent milk cows. 

Daryl married Alice Hoffman of Calgary and 
they live on an acreage at Airdrie, He is in 
construction. 

Dwain worked on road construction for a 
few years, then attended North West Bible Col- 
lege in Edmonton for three years. He married 
Adele Readner of Edmonton and they were in 
the ministry for ten years. They now live in Red 
Deer and he is a licensing inspector for Alberta 
Social Service. They have four children, 

Doreen went through university for a phar- 
macist. She is presently Administrative Officer 
for the Faculty of Pharmacy; Co-ordinator of 
Continuing Pharmacy Education. She therefore 
travels a great deal. She married Leonard Zinyk 


of Edmonton, a high schoo! teacher. They have 
three children. 

Elaine trained in Edmonton University Hos- 
pital for a laboratory technician. Because of ill 
health she was sent to the Good Samaritan Hos- 
pital in Phoenix, Arizona, to work. There she 
met and married Donald Pitman. He has his own 
business, Arizona Marketing Incorporated. 
‘They have one son. 

Barry attended Tech. in Calgary, where he 
met and married Elfrieda Dyck. Barry has his 
own business in land development and real est- 
ate, They have three children. 

Blaine worked in Edmonton, where he met 
and married Deanna Forsythe. Blaine works for 
the Unemployment Insurance Co. and Deanna 
is a legal secretary. They have two children, 

Sherril took a Beauty Culture course in the 
Red Deer Composite High School, and worked 
in Edmonton for a while. Later she went to Pho- 
enix, Arizona and worked at her profession. Be- 
cause of ill health she attended college there 
and trained for a Doctor's Assistant in a medical 
clinic. She married Jim Jarrell. Jim is with the 
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Arizona Fire Department. They have a chosen 
son 

‘Sandra attended University in Edmonton 
and took Pharmacy. Later she went to London, 
‘Ontario, for further training, where she met and 
married Dr. Ted Kryn. She has her own phar- 
macy in the same clinic as her husband's office. 
They have a son. 

{In 1966 we sold the farm to Jim Nelson, and 
kept the acreage with buildings. Because of 
Melville's ill health we sold the acreage and 
spent the winter of 1967 in Penticton, B.C., re- 
turning to Sylvan Lake in April of 1968. In June 
of 1968 we bought a small, comfortable house 
on 47-A Avenue, and are enjoying our retire- 
ment and relatively good health. 





CASTLEMAN, HENRY & SOPHIE 
By Sophie Castleman 
Henry Andrew Castleman, one of ten child- 
ren, was born in DeMoines, lowa, U.S.A. on Sep- 
tember 14, 1889, He came to Alberta around 
the turn of the century via horseback ao- 
‘companying his sister and her husband, May 
and Jay Ashton, who came by team and cov- 
ered wagon. Henry took out a homestead in 
the Benjamin District on the N.E.V4-15-41-2-5. 
‘Among the jobs Henry did then, was to de- 
liver the mail, and whatever else needed deliver- 
ing, between Rimbey and Lacombe by team and 
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wagon for a number of years. In fact, when he 
‘was courting me, his wife to be, our mode of 
travel was with this same team and a buggy with 
the horses stopping for a rest at each mail box. 
Henry always said that his customers said that 
he “took their mail and their jaw’. 

1, Sophie Lawrenca Larsen, was born one of 
seven children, in Norway, Illinois, U.S.A. on 
February 3, 1895. | came to Canada with my 
parents and family, Mr. and Mrs. John Larsen, to 
Blackfalds by train, in April 1913. | married 
Henry on March 6, 1916 in Sylvan Lake, Alberta 
We first lived on the "Justice Place” across from 
Centerview Schoo! and it was there we were 
‘chivareed” by neighbors and friends. We also 
farmed the Wilson Cox farm there. | remember 
when we moved from there to the Adamson 
place in the Chapel district, we had to ford the 
river and ran into some trouble so Henry gave 
the horses their head and we crossed the river 
without further trouble. From that farm we went 
to the Riddle farm where Phil Matthews now 
lives and from there we moved to the farm in the 
Outlet District where we built our house in 1920, 
and the addition in 1923. Our son and daughter- 
in-law still live in this house. Henry and Jake 
Whitworth were partners in a custom threshing 
business and did custom threshing for years 
‘throughout the Outlet District. Hank Hankins 
and Henry did this same custom work for some 
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years too. We lived here until Henry's death in 
1951 and in 1952 | moved into Bentley and lived 
there until my move into the Lacombe Senior 
Citizen's Lodge in 1980. 

(Our two children were Doris, born March 
22, 1927 and Donald born August 22, 1928. Doris 
taught school for years before and afterher mar- 
riage to John Warke, Pine Lake on July 6, 1949. 
To them were born four children, Susan, now 
Mrs, Ed, Cumby who is a nurse and lives at 
Comox, 8.C.; Wendy, now Mrs. J. Taylor who is 
2 secretary-manager and lives in Lacombe; 
Lyle who is a driller on oil rigs, is married and 
lives at Pine Lake and Terry who is manager 
of a store in Red Deer and also lives there. 
Don was married to Laura Laux on October 
30, 1952 and to them were born two daught- 
ers, Heather, who worked in a bank for some 
years and is now Mrs, Bob James living at Bal- 
zac with their daughter Carrie, and Ruth, now 
Mrs. Mike Topelka, and they are presently liv: 
ing with their two daughters, Cindy and Jenni- 
fer, at Wababum, Alberta, 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Compiled by Mary Holmes and Jean Szasz - 
1981 


Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Roman Ca- 
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tholic Church was built in Bentley in 1949, after 
holding services in the homes and the C.P.R. 
station waiting room for 25 years, 

Father Harrison was the first priest whom 
we remember serving this parish from Lacombe. 
Father Pat Rooney followed in 1945 or 46 and he 
decided we should havea church, so it became a 
reality with the help of Father Murphy of Rim- 
bey. They drew up the plans and it was built with 
all volunteer labor. The ladies group then was 

‘The Ladies Altar Society". We are now the 
Catholic Womens League. The first wedding 
was Grace Hansen and Tony Tharou, who 
now reside in Lacombe. 

The following names are the priests who 
served this area — Harrison, Rooney, McDo- 
rnald, MacDonnell, McDonald, Sullivan, Heffer- 
‘nan and at time of writing, Father Rozmahel of 
Sylvan Lake Parish: 


CHALLAND, MERTON AND FAMILY 
After the death of their parents, the Chal- 
land brothers, Terry, Clarence, Claude and Mer- 
ton came from lowa to Alberta and arrived in 
March 1908, in the Wittenburg (Leedale) district. 
Terry, Clarence and Claude settled there and 
Merton took a homestead, but later sold it. 

In 1910, he drove the mail from Lacombe to 
Rimbey. Roads were poor and he often had to 
‘get groceries, etc., in Lacombe and bring them 
back to Rimbey. This was a cold job in winter- 
time with team and wagon or sleigh and he in- 
vested in a buffalo overcoat which served him 
well 

In January, 1913, he married Phena Shoup 
of Leedale. She had come there with her parents. 
in 1907 at the age of fourteen years. After they 
married, they lived in Lacombe for a short time 
and later went to Brooks and Tilley areas where 
they helped in making irrigation ditches, which 
were all done with man and horse power. Later 
they came back and purchased a farm east of 
Lacombe. Daughter, Irene, was born here. 

In 1917, they sold their farm and moved to 
the Bentley area, where they rented a house to 
live in until they could build a house and barn 
and drill a well on their farm 3 miles north and 
one-half mile east of Bentley. 

In July, 1918, another daughter, Vera, was 
bom, 

The following winter was the year of the 
“flu” when many people died, but fortunately 
none of the family succumbed, even though 
they all were il. 








Mert and Phena Challand - Ain't we smart! 


Farming was hard work in those days. Mer- 
ton had to first clear the land, which was done 
with an axe, grub hoe and a team of horses. 
Many times Indians were hired to help with the 
clearing. They would pitch their tents in the 
trees and every day would come for milk, cream, 
eggs, potatoes and even asked for cookies, One 
family had a very sick old man and they asked 
for food for him, so Phena made some good 
home-made soup and a custard for him. This 
was continued but the old man soon died. Hav- 
ing received permission from their chief in Hob- 


bema, they got the Methodist minister from 
Bentley to perform the burial service and they 
buried him out in the pasture and fenced the 
‘grave to keep the horses and cattle out. 

‘The winters were cold and warm clothing 
was needed when doing the chores or going to 
town with horses and buggy or on horseback. In 
wintertime, one went with a team and open 
sleigh and roads were often drifted full which 
‘meant shovelling one’s way through the drifts. 
There were no snowplows or cabs on machinery 
In those days, to make the work easier and 
warmer. 

Heating was done with firewood which me- 
ant many hours out in the cold, to getup a pile of 
wood for the year ahead and then it had to be 
sawed into blocks and split. 

‘The food supply was good and wholesome, 
‘There was lots of wild fruit to be had for picking 
and many hours were spent in the hot sun, fight- 
ing mosquitoes and flies (no bug spray in those 
days) and watching out for bees nests, while 
picking raspberries, saskatoons, currants, 
chokecherries and pincherries. Then many 
hours were spent over a hot stove, canning the 
fruit and making jam and jelly. Later, strawber- 
ries were planted in the garden, so along with 
the fruit, beef, pork, chickens, milk, cream, but- 
ter and eggs - all produced on the farm and lots 
of vegetables grown in the garden, the food 
supply was good and no one ever went hungry. 

‘The nearest school was Outlet, which was 
2% miles away. The teacher was required to 
teach grades 1 to 8, and sometimes 9, as well as 
do the janitor work. There was no teacherage so 
she boarded with families in the area. Some of 
the teachers were Miss Elva Stambaugh, Miss 
Barton, Miss Mclsaac, Miss Summers, Miss Hor- 
nick and Miss Helen Bolton, who came from 
Edmonton. She was lame as she had had polio 
but was a good, capable teacher. Another 





Mert Challohd and eight horse outfit - 1983 







































7 





Mert Challand and wood spliter- 1934 


teacher Ruth (Craig) Sweetman now lives in La- 
‘combe, Irene and Vera took grades 1 to 9 at 
Outlet and high schoo! in Bentley, riding horse- 
back to both schools. 

Inthe early days there wasalittle log church 
in Bentley and the minister was Rev. Richard 
‘Shoup, who was a brother of Phena Challand. 
This was in 1907 and he was followed by many 
Methodist ministers and as the years passed, 
more denominations were represented. 

There was @ drug store owned by a Dr. 
Evans. It was located in the building which later 
became a general store and was operated by 
John Blish - a very wonderful man. Dr. Evans 
lived for a while in the hotel, which was located, 
approximately, where the Bank of Montreal is 
situated, This hotel was operated for a time by 
Richard Shoup and his wife, Maggie. The hotel 
later burned. Some years later Dr. McLean came 
and built a Jarge, white house on the corner 
across from the United Church and had his of- 
fice and operating room there. 

The neighbors of the Challands were Bill 
‘Shoup, with the quarter adjoining Mert’ to the 
west; Paul Evernden (everyone called him 

‘Ching”) who lived a mile away; Sam Nicholson 
to the north and Hugh Gunnto the east, near the 
lake. Later Mr. Gunn left the farm and operated 
an ice cream parlor and candy store in Bentley. 
This was a favorite spot for young and old on 
Saturday nights. Across the fields to the west 
lived the Suggetts, Hicks, DeGrofts, Sweet- 
mans and Castiemans. 


Lots of visiting was done on the party line 
when the telephone was brought into the 
country. 

In July, 1927, a tornado ripped through the 
‘area, narrowly missing the Challand buildings 
and completely destroying the house the Ev- 
erndens had previously lived in. Nothing was 
left but kindling wood. The same night, a sev- 
ere hail storm took its toll of crops and gar- 
dens but the crops did come back and made 
feed for the stock, 

Itwas later in this year of 1927 that ason was 
born to the Challand family but he died shortly 
after birth. 

Farming changed with the advent of the 
tractor and more land was purchased and 
cleared. Merton and Phena were good neigh- 
bors, hard workers, good providers and wonder- 
ful parents, 

Irene married George Hunter, son of Mr. & 
Mrs. Tom Hunter, then of Bentiey, in November, 
4935, They lived in the area for a time and then 
moved to the Rimbey area and are now living in 
the town of Rimbey. They have 3 daughters, 
Mrs. Bernard (Verna Mae) Webb of Bluffton, 
Mrs. Garry (Joyce) Myers of Lamont and Mrs. 
Ernest (Donna) Schock of Moose Jaw, Sask 
‘The Hunters have 10 grandchildren, 

\Vera married Sherman Simpson, son of Mr. 
& Mrs. Samuel Simpson, December 23, 1939. 
They also lived in the Bentley area fora while, a 
short time at Kelowna, B.C. and now on a farm 
north of Lacombe. They have 4 children, Mrs. 
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Jack (Dorothy) Dempsey of Oregon, U.S.A., 
David, who lives in Bashaw, Mrs. Douglas (Ca- 
rolyn) Quick who lives in High Level, Alta. and 
Stanley at home, There are 8 Simpson 
grandchildren, 

‘The Challands continued to farm until 1946 
and then sold the farm and moved to Lacombe. 
They lived there for 2 years and then moved to 
Rimbey, where they lived until Merton's passing 
in 1974. Phena is now living in the Parkland 
Manor, Rimbey. 


CHOWEN, EDWIN AND FAMILY 
By Bessie Chowen 

Edwin and | were married November 26, 
1929, and spent our honeymoon in Calgary. Be- 
fore returning to Bentley, where we lived with 
Edwin's folks for a couple of months, we spent a 
goodly amount of our $500.00 bank account on 
a bedroom suite, which | still have. 

‘We moved to the Art Davies farm. By Easter 
of 1980, we were able to rent the Board land. 
three quarter sections of 14-40-1-W.6th. 

Our three children were: ~ 
Jean, who was born October 10, 1930. 

Eddie, born October 24, 1932. He was the first 
baby born in the new Bentley Hospital, Dr. 
Henry was in attendance. 

David was born, August 1, 1943, in the Lacombe 
Hospital. 

We eventually bought the Board land and 
the Hutton land. We moved the Hutton house to 
the present site, where Bill Allan lives. One 
day a truck, with kids in the back, went by. 
They said "You know, it used to be a barn”. Is 
true. It was red. 

‘As Edwin's folks had astore in B.C. whenhe 
was young, we tried storekeeping, but itseemed 
that something had to suffer. So, we sold the 
store and went back to the land; where we were 
successful in raising malting barley, a good 
cash crop, for many years. 

‘At one time we owned one quarter of sec- 
tion 13; three quarters of section 14; and one- 
half of section 15 ~40-1-W. 5th; all beautiful ang. 
This excluded the Blindman River which ran 
along the back of the N.W. Quarter of 15. This, 
however was very good for the livestock, We 
sold the Hutton land in 1948 and built a new 
home in Bentley. We also bought an apartment 
block in Red Deer. 

During his years in Bentley, Edwin also 
weighed hogs forthe Blindman Valley Hog Pool. 


He was the originator of the Gull Lake Park at 
Aspen Beach. He spent many hours planning 
and phoning on this project, for which he never 
received one cent, doing it as a labor of love. 
Edwin was very active in the Masonic Lodge in 
Lacombe, and also in the Bentley Elks Lodge. 

After moving to White Rock, B.C., we built 
apartment houses, Edwin having his real estate 
license. He was always busy 

Since 1929, when Edwin and! were married, 
until his death in January, 1966, we lived in and 
made sixteen homes. | lived in the last one until 
1976, when | sold it and came to live in the 
apartment in White Rock, where | can keep in 
contact with my family very easily. 

It was always team work, the whole family 
‘working together. During 1979 and 1980 | have 
worked in a yardage store, not from necessity, 
but to keep my mind busy. | was 70 in January, 
1981, and it feels good to keep pushing on. 
JEAN - always the bookkeeper, worked In the 
Bank of Montreal at Bentley, after finishing High 
School. She left the Bank and took a year of 
Household Economics at the Olds Agricultural 
College. The next term she went to the Univer- 
sity of Calgary, to study education. She was 
class valedictorian at her graduation. She 
taught at Barnwell, Blackie, and Red Deer. She 
travelled the southern part of Alberta one year 
for the Red Cross, driving the first Volkswagon 
in this area, When we moved to the Coast, she 
‘came with us, and worked nine years as a book- 
keeper for Yarrows Shipyard. In 1964 she mar- 
ried Rob Badley of Victoria. He now works in the 
Excise Tax Branch in Vancouver, where they 
make their home. They have two children, Su- 
san and Richard, 

EDDIE - who was mechanical as a boy, found 
plenty to do. He owned his own airplane in 1952, 
a Tiger Moth, which | believe, was the first pri- 
vately owned plane in the Bentley area. He took 
his training at the Penhold airport, after the air 
force had left. He also graduated from Olds 
Agricultural College, as did so many farm boys, 
but was so allergic to grain, that he finally de- 
cided to go flying. He was married in 1953, to 
Joan Neuman. Their first two crops were hailed 
‘out, so he decided to go to Calgary and train for 
his Commerical Pilot's License. He trained in 
Vancouver with C.P. Air, and was on the Dew 
LLine for two years, He was then laid off, as were 
so many young pilots, due to lack of routes. He 
was fortunate to get on with Shell Canada, flying 


Farm home of Mr. & 


out of Calgary, everything from Executive Jets, 
to freight from Texas to the Arctic Islands. After 
rine years with Shell he moved to the Coast in 
1966, and went back with C.P. Air. Eddie and 
Joan now live at Langley, B.C. 

‘They had two sons, but one was lost in an 
accident. Cameron, the eldest, finished High 





‘Mrs. Edwin Chowen, just after having been moved in 1938, 


School and took Diese! Engineering. He now 
works in Prince George, B.C. He was married 
‘September 13, 1980, toa Prince George girl, and 
now makes his home there. 

DAVID - finished High School at White Rock, 
and had several months working in a bank. He 
then went to work in Oil Exploration, then back 





‘Same house after remodeling 
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to U.B.C., where he studied Commerce and 
Business Management. In his spare time he al- 
ways had his head in a motor, which he loved 
working on. He took time off to tour Europe with 
a friend one fall and winter. Upon graduation 
he went to work for Ford. He didn’t care for the 
steady travelling, so tried Real Estate. For some 
years now he has been employed by a mining 
development firm. He was married in 1969 to an 
RLN., Anita Hukaluk, and makes his home in 
Richmond, B.C. They have one son, Peter. 


CHOWEN, RICHARD EDMUND 
‘AND CATHERINE ELIZABETH 
By Rea Peterson 

Ed, as he was known by all who knew him, 
was born in Peterborough, Ontario, April 14, 
1879, and moved with his parents to Courtright, 
Ontario. Catherine Elizabeth McLaughlin was 
born June 80, 1882, and moved with her parents, 
as a young gil, to Courtright, where she met my 
father, and they were married November 26, 
1901. They spent their honeymoon in Toronto 
While there, they purchased a piano, which 
‘moved with them each time, Now it is in the 
basement of the Bentley Community Hall, 
where itis still in use, 

My parents moved to Vancouver, soon after 
the railroad was through the Rockies, where my 
father was in the construction business, and 
Where some of his houses are still standing. 
‘They were joined there shortly after by my uncle 
and Norman Angus McPherson, from Ontario. 
They did the plumbing for these houses, but 
after a year, my uncle returned to Ontario. How- 
ever, our house was Norman's home until after 
1920, when through the V.L.A., he took up farm- 
ing near my folks. 

From Vancouver, we moved to Mt. Lehman, 
B.C., where they owned a store. From there they 
went to Milner, 8.C., where they owned and 
operated a general store, post office, and filling 
station. While there they lived a very active lie. 
My mother played for dances, while my dad 
played the mouth organ and called the squares. 
‘They opened their home for each of the local 
boys who enlisted in the forces during the 1914- 
1918 War, 

My mother was seriously ill following the 
1918 influenza outbreak, and as a result, we 
were advised to move to a drier climate. They 
bought a store at Champion, Alberta, but the 
dust storms were so bad, they sold out and 





bought a store in Lacombe, Alberta. After 2 
short time they bought the farm on E'-22-40- 
1-W.5th, and we moved there January 1, 1920. It 
was a very cold winter, for which we were not 
prepared. The house hada furnace but the wood 
was green; but we were healthy and happy, and 
never hungry. They lived there until they retired 
in 1940, 

Mother was akind and good neighbor, help- 
ing in many ways. She taught swimming to 
children, and was a good barber for many. She 
played an active role in raising funds for the Red 
Cross. Renting a small house, and with the help 
of many other ladies, they made and sold rugs 
and other articles. 

She was a member of the United Church 
Ladies Aid, and served as president many times. 
She was a charter member of the Gull Lake 
Searchlight Club, and loved gardening, and 
growing flowers. She passed away in February, 
1961 

My father was a very energetic and busy 
man. He, along with my brother, Edwin, farmed 
10 quarters of land, located just south of Ben- 
tley. For a number of years most of the work was 
done with horses, and threshing machines. My 
father liked horses and never spared the oats, 
He took great pride in having his work well done, 

‘As the grain market was poor for a number 
of years in the 20's and 30's, Dad carried on a 
large livestock feeding program. He was inter- 
ested in finding a better market for his livestock, 
and so helped organize the old "Hog Poo!’ later 
known as the Blindman Valley Livestock Ship- 
ping Association. He was president of this or- 
ganization for more than 20 years, when it later 
became affiliated with the Alberta Livestock Co- 
(Op. He served on that Board until he retired from 
farming. 

With his feeding program, he provided a 
market for his neighbors weaner pigs, and their 
surplus feed grain. He quite often shipped in 
feeder pigs, some of them from as far away as 
Peace River. He maintained a feed lot, and 
stacks of straw, provided plenty of roughage, 
and, with the cheap grain, made for agood teed- 
ing program. 

He was probably one of the first feeders to 
bring in molasses to feed his steers, and help 
balance the feeding program. He also had adeal 
with the Bentley Creamery, where he received 
the buttermilk to feed his pigs, and in exchange 
the creamery could run their surplus water out 
on his land. This arrangement worked well fora 








Mr. & Mrs. RLE. Chowen and fo 


number of years. One fall he purchased a few 
cars of feeder cattle from Edmonton. Among 
these were three or four buffalo-cross calves, 
‘These he fed with a great deal of interest, keep 
ing one of the heifers for a couple of years. 
However, she failed to produce any offspring. 

‘As he had been raised in Ontario and had 
‘grown clover there, he was interested to try iton 
his farm here, The rich black soil of the Blind- 
man Valley produced tremendous crops of 
clover, which he fed to his cattle for anumber ot 
years. He found that the clover enriched his soil 
with nitrogen, and greatly improved his crops. 
He continued this practice until alfalfa took over 
from the clover. This was a much easier crop to 
handle than clover, which sometimes grew to be 
six feet tall, making it mean to handle. 

In addition to farming he took time to organ- 
ize the Bentley Board of Trade, and was its first 
president. He helped organize the Community 
Hospital and the curling rink. He organized and 
helped build the first United Church Christian 
Education Building. 

He was always an able debater, and his ex- 
perience in dealing with the public put him in 
line for the candidacy of the Independent Party, 
that had been formed to challenge the Social 
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Credit Party, the party that had formed the Go- 
vernment in 1935, He was unsuccessful in gain- 
ing a seat, losing by a small majority in the 1940 
election. 

In the Fall of 1939, Dad and Mother sold the 
farm and bought a house in town. On March 20, 
1940, they held their auction sale. It was a beau- 
tiful day, and the water was running in the 
ditches, as if it was spring. With respect and 
kindness to his horses, he had John Ingram 
come out and braid the horses tails and manes, 
for the sale. 

During those busy years on the farm, they 
were fortunate in having good help. There was 
Lome Bell, of Stratford, Ontario, who was there 
for almost ten years. He was followed by Lloyd 
Hunter, a local man, for five or six years. He was 
married and lived in a second house on the farm. 

Dad was Unit Organizer for the Victory 
Loan Drive, during the last war; and with the 
help of other canvassers, Bentley led all the 
Northern Alberta Units. They subscribed 175 
percent of their quota. He was then appointed 
to the Veteran's Land Settlement Board, which 
position he held for a number of years, 

During their first few years while living in 
Bentley, they remodelled and modernized many 
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of the older houses in town, although they did 
not live in them. Failing eyesight curtailed this 
‘occupation, and in 1946, they moved into their 
new home, where they were living at the time of 
their Golden Wedding Celebration. They en- 
joyed company, and visited their neighbors and 
friends, always reminiscing on a very active and 
interesting life. Dad was a member of the Ma- 
sonic Lodge, and of the U.F.A. He passed away 
in May, 1957. 

They had four children, Mrs. Verma Mur- 
ray, Vancouver, 8.C.; Earl, who died in in- 
fancy; Edwin, who passed away while living in 
White Rock, B.C., and Rebecca (Rea) Peter- 
son, who lives in Bentley. 


BENTLEY CHRISTIAN CENTER HISTORY 
By J. Shirley Morsch 

BACKGROUND 

Mrs, Carrie Erskine, of the Bentley area, 
received the Pentecostal experience in British 
Columbia in 1928, The first Pentecostal 
preacher was Rev. John Wood, Services wore 
held in Durham School. A. Dalby and A. Chris- 
tianson, Pentecostal lay preachers from Cal- 
gary, commuted to Bentley for Sunday services 
for a few years. Services were held in the Bert 
Williams Hall by this time. In 1931, Lennox 
‘Smith, Miss Maisie Coulter (now Mrs. A.A. Le- 
wis) and Jack Field each served as pastor for a 
few months. 

The early preachers stayed with the Blish or 
Morsch Families, 


ASSEMBLY FORMED 

‘October 11, 1931, Rev. John McAlister, Pen- 
tecostal Assemblies of Canada Alberta District 
‘Superintendent, met with the Bentley group of 
Pentecostal Believers. They decided to become 
the Bentley Pentecostal Assembly, affiliated 
with the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada. The 
first board members were J.M. Erskine, EH. 
Morsch B.Sc., and E.C, Rud. A. Dalby was asked 
to be pastor. The first church families were J.M. 
and Carrie Erskine and daughter, Dorothy; Mrs. 
John Blish and Lily; Mrs. Rachael Petry, Gor- 
don, Leslie, Grace, Bertha; Edwin and Mabel 
Morsch with Lillian, John, Edwin, Alberta; Ern- 
est and Marie Spycher, Arnold, Chris, Godtrey, 
Freda, Emest; Mrs. Challand, Vera and Irene: 
Mrs, Kelso; Mr. and Mrs. E.C. Rud, Alfred and 
Irma; Mr.and Mrs. Gelin and Effie. Services were 
held in the Bert Williams Hall for about two more 


years, 





Alter the Dalbys left, local people filled in 
until the next pastor came, who was Dorothy 
Erskine. She was followed by Claire and Alice 
Richardson. John Morsch remembers being 
really impressed with one of Claire Richardson's 
sermons, Next came R.M. McCallum, who also 
had services in the Lockhart and Meadow- 
brook schools. 

‘While Pastor and Mrs. lan Presley (1934-35) 
were here, the Pentecostal Asembly's first 
church building of their own was built by them- 
selves. The church was dedicated December 4, 
4935 by Rev. G.R. Upton, Alberta District Super- 
intendent. Young Peoples Meetings’ were held 
in different homes. During Pastor Presiey's min- 
istry, there was an outreach ministry — Sunday 
‘School in Aspen Beach, Gull Lake during the 
months of June, July, August and the first Sun- 
day of September. 

While Hugh Fraser (1936-40) was pastor, 
local assembly people added two-storey living 
quarters to the north end of the church. 

Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Sayer and Lillian ar- 
rived in 1940, The church enjoyed real growth. 
In 1944, the parsonage was built and the sanc- 
tuary was extended into the old living quar- 
ters, increasing the seating capacity. Pastor 
Sayer passed away in May of 1946. 

Pastor and Mrs. N.E. Britton (1946-47) fol- 
lowed Sayers. At this time, the basement was 
put under the church. 

Various supply pastors came until 1949. 
Pastor and Mrs, Henry Lindberg (1949-50) came 
after the pastor graduated from Canadian 
Northwest Bible Institute. During their ministry, 
the church produced a children’s radio pro- 
‘gram, Savior's Air Corps, over CKRD, Red Deer. 
This program was aired for over two years. 

‘Under Rev. and Mrs. E.W. Peterson (1950- 
67) the church enjoyed much growth. The Sun- 
day School peaked over 200 many times, when 
the Village of Bentley had a population of about 
358, There was a large youth group. Many of 
these young people left for Bible College or 
university, to find work in other places. They 
were really missed, 

‘During the Peterson’s ministry, an addition 
‘was made on the west side of the church andthe 
front to accommodate the growth. 

Ernest Spycher Sr., Murray Bigam, and Ed- 
win H. Morsch Sr. were made Honorary Board 
Members for the rest of their lives because of 
extended service on the church board. 

Rev. E.W. Peterson received a call from the 





Leduc Assembly in the fall of 1966 and moved 
there shortly after. An interim pastor was 
called and Rev. Harvey McAlister came and 
filled the pulpit until a full time pastor, Rev. 
AA. Lewis, came in May, 1967. Under his m 
istry, @ steady spiritual growth was experi 
enced. He retired from the ministry in May, 
1972 and now resides in Bentley, 

Rev. and Mrs. Rosswell Olson came for 1972 
to 1974. Rev. Olson was known to be a good 
Bible teacher. Following his Bentley ministry he 
joined the staff of Northwest Bible College, Ed- 
monton, Alberta. 

Rev. W.D. Lewis and his wife, Pattie, have 
endeared themselves to the church. Their new 
church, Bentley Christian Center, was dedi- 
cated May 22, 1977. Because the local church 
people donated money and help, it cut the cost 
of the church considerably. In 1979, this church 
opened their own Christian day school. To in- 
crease the size of the sanctuary and accommo- 
date the school, a large addition was made, 
including a gymnasium. This was usable in Sep- 
tember 1980. The school has a capacity for 100 
students. In the 1980-81 term the schoo! had an 
enrollment of 68. At the time of printing the 
church is debt free. Congratulations are in 
order. 

For varying numbers of years, this church 
has had various outreach programs. Pastor 
Hugh Fraser and young people, including John 
Morsch, held services in Sylvan Lake. Sylvan 
Lake soon had another church, a Pentecostal 
Church, with its own pastor. Branch Sunday 
Schools were held at Aspen Beach, Gull Lake; 
Chapel School, Forshee; Stephenson School, 
west of Bentley, Gilby; a rural school near 
Blackfalds and all were staffed by Bentley 
Church folks. Street meetings wore held on 
Main Street. Drive-In Services were held at 
Gull Lake by the Sanders and Freda Spycher. 
Sunday School bus service was given for 
some time. Edwin Morsch Sr, and Edwin 
Morsch Jr. were among the bus drivers. Folks 
from the church helped a great deal in the de- 
velopment of Sunnyside Pentecostal Camp on 
the north shore of Sylvan Lake. For years, the 
Women’s Ministries group have helped missio- 
aries, provided some of the needs of the HH. 
Williams Memorial Hospital in Hay River, 
N.W-T., and more. Today the church has Bible 
Study Groups in areas where their students 
live 
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Bentley Christian Center really loves to be 
of service to the Bentley area. 

J. Shirley Morsch wishes to thank the 
Morsch Family for interviews and the use of the 
late Mabel Morsch’s diaries,and for other inter- 
‘views with Mr. and Mrs. Jack Field, Rev. and Mrs. 
EW. Peterson, Rev. and Mrs. A.A. Lewis, Mrs. 
Joyce Shram (nee Bigam), Freda Gheseger 
(nee Spycher), she is grateful 


CHRISTIANSEN, PETER AND MARIE 
By Ida Carlson, their daughter 

My parents ang their family, and my Grand- 
Parents, the Solbergs, helped Alberta grow. In 
1901 Father homesteaded on the N.W.-12-40-2- 
W. Sth. My mother, with Annie, Tenus, and 
baby Ella, followed in May of that year. 

My parents were travellers at a young age. 
Mother was ten years old when she came with 
Grandpa Solberg, and younger brothers, and a 
sister, from Norway. Grandpa Erik had come to 
the U'S.A. earlier, and was there to welcome his. 
family. Because the boat needed repairs when 
Grandpa came to the U.S.A., he had achanceto 
see Holland, where the crew had managed to 
navigate the boat for repairs. Grandpa said Hol- 
land was a beautiful country. Years later my 
brother, Lawrence Christiansen, was on active 
duty there as a soldier. Memories of the Solberg 
grandparents are treasured ones. Grandma was 
very intelligent. She was a trained mid-wife from 
Norway. She was also a good housekeeper and 
‘00k; and she could card and spin wool, and 
knit. A lover of animals, she milked cows and 
made a variety of foods from the milk. She loved 
people best of all, 

My youngest sister was born in 1921, and 
was barely five years old when she became ill, 
and was paralyzed in every joint of her body. Dr. 
Henry worked diligently with her, butit became 
his sad duty to inform her parents that he could 
do no more than he had already done, and asked 
them to take her home, for care. It was spring 
breakup time, and the kind Mr. & Mrs. Goe Pe- 
terson, who lived in Bentley, invited my parents 
to stay with them for awhile with the child, 

We had a full sized wooden bed in our 
home. Grandpa Solberg cut this down to a jun- 
ior size, put casters on it, painted it nicely, and 
had it ready for the little patient when she arrived 
home. This bed could easily be moved from 
room to room. Finally the roads dried up and 
Gus Harstad brought my parents and sister 
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Mr. & Mrs, Pete Christiansen. 


home, in his car. This part of the story has a 
happy ending. Through my parent's good care 
and therapy, the child became well again in less 
than a year, Her name was Marion, and hermar- 
tied name Buchanan. Marion married in 1941 
‘She and her husband, Lyle, started their married 
life at Fort William, which is now Thunder Bay. 
They still make their home there, They have two 
children, Dianne, who trained and graduated as. 
nurses ald, and Norman, who is highly edu- 
cated in music. 

Our sister, Emma, of Calgary, visited in 
Denmark in early 1970. There she met cousins 
on our father’s side. That is where our father 
had left for the U.S.A. many decades before. 
‘These cousins also had treasured memories of 
grandmother. My father's father passed away at 
a young age. 

‘The year 1941 hit our family hard, as it was 
then that both father, Peter Christiansen, and 
grandfather, Eric Solberg, passed away. Three 
brothers entered the Canadian Armed Forces, 
Albert, Carl, and Lawrence. Lawrence went 
‘overseas and was on active duty in Italy and 
other countries, until the end of the war, in 1945, 

‘As with other pioneers, roads, schools, and 
churches were a must. My father, with his oxen, 
helped build two churches in the area. Our par- 
ents were charter members of Vig Lutheran 
Church, which is now Grace Lutheran Church. 

From earliest recoliections, wehad somany 
‘good friends, and many good visits were shared 
with them. Mother, even in her later years on the 
farm, would realize when people were in need of 
help, and she left her own work tohelp others. A 
family now long gone from the area, almost lost 





their lives while driving on the ice of Sylvan 
Lake, when their vehicle went through the ice 
and sank. That family did not feel very well after, 
that incident, so my mother helped them out 
until they were on their feet again. 

We also enjoyed the friendship of Agnes 
land Minnie Pearson, who had such a struggle; 
in case they do not have their story in the Ben- 
tley History Book. 

am sure you will all understand, that with 
parents and fourteen children in the family, it 
would need a separate book to write all their 
histories, On behalf of all my surviving brothers 
and sisters | will say “What a privilege to have 
had a chance to be included in Bentley's History 
Book. 


COLE, MRS. OLAVA 
By Gertrude Damron 

Mrs. Olava Cole came from Trondheim. 
Norway, to Jackson, Minnesota, and took her 
training as a nurse, She was born Olava 
Rosehaige and married Oltis Cole in Jackson. 
Shortly after they were married they moved to 
New York to live and Mr. Cole died shortly after 
the move. 





Mr. & Mrs, Otis Cole 


Mrs. Cole nursed for some years in many 
states, mostly doing private nursing. She came 
to Bentley and bought the property on which the 
elementary school was erected later. She lived 
in Bentley for @ few years and then sold her 
place to George Gunderson and went to live in 
Washington to be near relatives and friends. In 


1951 she went to Norway to be near her sisters 
and their families and in 1964 she moved to a 
nursing home in Trondheim, called "Old Folks 
Home" and in 1967, she went to the northern 
part of Norway to visit. While there she took sick 
and passed away. She was buried in the family 
plot in Trondheim, with other members of her 
family 


COLE, LUTHER AND SARAH 
By EdnaHoppus 


Luther Elliot Cole was born in Hollistan, 
Mass., on October 9, 1847, the fourth child of 
George N. and Harriet Braley Cole. The Coles 
were directly descended from one of four Hu- 
guenot brothers who came to America in 1680. 
Luther was ordained as a Methodist minister, 
and on March 16, 1870, hemarried Sarah Cathe- 
rine Stout. 

Sarah was born September 18, 1842, of 
English-Irish parents. She and Luther had a 
family of seven children - three sons: Charles, 
Frank and Albert, and four daughters: Harriet, 
Mary, Clara, and Flora, who died in infancy. 
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In 1904, they immigrated to Alberta with 
their daughter Clara, and settled in the Forshee 
district, buying the George Deaver farm. After 
several years on the farm, they retired to Bentley 
in 1918. Sarah's health was poor, and she went 
to stay with her daughter Clara, who had mar- 
ried Ralph Mowbray in 1913. Luther sold their 
home and built asmall cabin where he lived until 
his death September 9, 1922. In 1925, due to 
Clara's ill-health, Grandma Cole came to Ben- 
tley and lived with her daughter, Mary Evernden, 
until her death July 19, 1927. 
Grandpa Cole was very good to us when we 
were small children. He made dolls from towels, 
read to us, and kept us in hand-knit stockings 
and sweaters. This last skill was onehe acquired 
in childhood, when he had several toes ampu- 
tated, without anaesthetic, and his mother 
taught him to knit, to keep him amused, 


COLLINS BROTHERS 
By Oscar Skjonsberg 


Gideon Collins came from North Dakota 
and homesteaded on $.W. 18-40~1 





Rev, and Mrs. Luther Cole and family in 1887 
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went to Fairview, Alberta and filed on a homes- 
tead there. His brother, Erick, lived with him. 


COSTON, WILLIAM AND FAMILY 
By Doris Lutz 

William Henry Coston was the third child of 
Mr. & Mrs. William Coston of Mitchell, Ont., born 
October 18,1882. Inhhis early teens his interest in 
school was obstructed by an urge to see the 
worid. The story is told that his mother would 
take him to schoo! and he would turn around 
and follow her home. So the other choice was to 
go out to work and every fall he would go west 
for the harvest in Manitoba and then back home 
for the winter. Each fall he would move a little 
further west until, finally, he was far enough 
from home that he didn't want to go back. 

He settled first in Alberta around New 
Brigden and then moved to Eckville and Gilby 
districts. From there, he came to help my grand- 
father, George Garries, and there he met my 
mother, She was a widow with two small girls 
and was the oldest child in the Garries family. 
Father and Mother were married in Red Deer 
‘on November 17, 1927 and had five children, 
making a total of seven children in the family. 

Helen Fields was the oldest. She became a 
nurse's aide and worked for some time in the 
Bentley Hospital. She is now married and retired 
with her husband, Oscar Rice, and they live in 
Calgary, 

‘Alice Fields, the second oldest, became a 
teacher and taught in several country schools in 
Alberta before leaving for the United States to 
take religious training. She is married to Rev. 
Donald Hall and they have 3 sons and 2 daugh- 
ters and make their home in Vancouver, Wash. 

Doris Coston clerked in the Red and White 
store in Bentley, for Maurice Witherell, before 
moving to Calgary to work in the Hudson's Bay 
Co. She is now married to Edmund Lutz and 
they have 3 sons and 1 daughter. 

‘John, the oldest boy, drove truck for Garries 
Machine and Hardware Co. and later moved to 
Calgary to work for Alberta Distillers, He and his. 
wife, Anne, have 3 sons and 1 daughter and they 
still live in Calgary. 

James left home to work on aseismic crew 
in the north. He met his wife, Vivian, in Breton 
and they lived in Buck Lake for a time before 
moving to Innisfail and then to Olds. He is now 
working for Amerada Minerals Corporation as a 
Construction Superintendent. They have 2 sons 
and 2 daughters. 


LeRoy was the third boy and hewas killedin 
an avalanche at the old railroad trestle just north 
of Bentley, We had a very bad snow storm and 
he and his friends were playing on the snow 
banks. This was in March 1951 

Mina, the youngest, worked in the bank in 
Bentley and then in Lacombe where shemether 
husband, George Kanngiesser, and they now 
live on a farm just west of the Adventist College. 
They have 2 sons and 1 daughter. 

Doris and John were born on afarm north of, 
Bentley and when John was a small baby, the 
family moved to the John Damron farm, a half 
mile east of Bentley. We lived there until our 
father died in June, 1943. Itwas a beautiful farm 
and although we never grew rich from it, wehad. 
ample and were happy. Father never owned a 
car or a tractor, nor did he care to, He loved his. 
horses and other animals. We always had alarge 
garden and Mother made most of our clothes. 

We attended school in Bentley and our 
primary years were spent in the little yellow 
schoolhouse that sat on the corner west of the 
hospital, Our high school was the red brick 
school on main street. Two teachers | remember 
well were Miss Skocdopole and Mr. Shackleton. 
We belonged to the United Church and attended 
‘Sunday School there. Mr. F. Hunter was the 
superintendent of the Sunday School and Rev. 
Ricker was the minister when | took my 
membership. 

(Our neighbors on the farm were the Miles 
and Holmans across the highway, the Pearsons 
to the east and Art Davey and the Shewan family 
to the south. The Wrights and the Hewitts were 
to the west. 

| think our parents social lite consisted 
mostly of Saturday night card games and Sun- 
day dinners at Grandma Garries’ in town. We 
canalll remember the community picnics at Gull 
Lake, with potluck suppers and always the ice 
cream cones, Most of all we remember the tam- 
ily Christmas dinner at Grandma's with all the 
family there, the big turkey and the Christmas 
pudding and the huge tree with lots of gifts for 
everyone. Later we would gather around the 
piano for a singsong. The community Christ- 
mas concerts in the hall were also a thrill and will 
always live in our memories. 

Although we have all left the district now, 
we still call Bentley home and we all grew up to 
respect and love the "Model Village of the West.” 


COURT, GEORGE 

































By Frances Fromm (Nee Court) 

In 1913, my father, George Court, with my 
mother and sisters, Metta and Florence, my 
brother Willis, and, Frances, left Waupaca, Wis- 
consin, for Canada. My father had previously 
been up and had fallen in love with the country, 
so had purchased property there. He came back 
to the States to get his family. 

We packed our belongings and headed 
north, arriving in Lacombe on July 1, 1913. 

Those were horse and buggy days, so we 
rented a team and wagon, piled in our trunks 
and suitcases, and ourselves, and headed west 
for our several hundred acre grain farm an the 
S.W. -12-40-1-W.Sth, 

Father farmed for several years until his 
death on Sept. 8, 1915. Afterwards, we children 
helped Mother with the farm work. 

‘About this time Jack Nelson came to work 
for us, He had recently come over from Sweden. 
He later married my sister, Metta 

Not long after Father died, Mother sold the 
farm, and we all moved into Bentley. While still 
‘on the farm, we three younger children, Flor- 
ence, Willis, and |, went to Gull Lake school. We 
walked most of the time. It was two miles and 
some of that walk was on the “hog back", as we 
called it. Florence was the janitor, so we always 
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tried to get to school a little early, to get the fire 
going and the school warm, before the rest of 
the children arrived. Sometimes | thought we 
would freeze to death on those really cold morn- 
Ings. | finished grade & at the Gull Lake Schoo! 
After moving to Bentley, Florence and | spent 
‘our High School years in Bentley. There was no 
High Schoo! building at that time, so High 
‘School was held in a log building adjacent tothe 
church 

After seven years in Alberta the rest of our 
family moved to Portland, Oregon. However, | 
went to Morley, Alberta with the A.D. Millers, 
land taught on the reservation for a year and a 
half, before going to Portland. Florence and | 
were both teachers. Florence married James 
Marshall. There were six children born to that 
union. Their oldest boy was killed in World War 
2, Their second son, Willis Oliver, isan engineer 
with N.B.C. television. He lives in Chicago. The 
rest of the children live in Portland and vicinity. 
Florence died some years ago. 

Metta and Jack lived in Portland for years. 
‘They had two sons, Alan, who lives on the 
Oregon Coast, and Harlan, who lives in Wa- 
shington State. Jack was in the auto mechanic 
business in Portland. Both Jack and Metta are 
deceased 

Willis, after graduation from High School, 


Mr. & Mrs, George Court and family 
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went to work for Sunshine Biscuit Company. 
Later, he was invited to Oakland, California to 
take charge of a new plant they were opening. 
He worked for this company for 45 years, retir- 
ing at age 62. After retirement, he went to work 
for a friend, and is still working at age 75. He 
celebrated his 50th wedding anniversary in 
June, 1980. They have three children, one boy 
and two girls. The oldest girl lives in Wisconsin, 
where her husband is with the University of 
Wisconsin. 

have lived on the Southern Oregon coast 
since coming to Oregon. | married George 
Fromm in 1925. George was a cattle and sheep 
man so we spent most of our lives on ranches. 
George is now deceased. We had one girl, Fran- 
ces Ann. | have three grandchildren, age 18, 19 
and 20. The oldest is living with me at present, 
while attending college. My daughter lives 
about 35 miles from here. Mother died in 1949 
and I took her remains back to Wisconsin, to be 
buried beside Dad. 


COX, ALLAN 
By Harry B. Hansen 

When Hans Hansen vacated the small two 
acre parcel which was part of N.W. 21-40-28- 
W.4th,, with its small cottage, in 1944, itwas sold 
to Len Beddoes at first, then to Jim Ferguson, 
who was atratfic patrolman, Bob Pollock owned 
it for a short time and finally it was sold to Allan 
and Linda Cox. 

‘The Cox family lived there for more than 25, 
years. Most of their family was born there and 
attended Gull Lake School. 

‘They recently sold the property to the Pro- 
vincial government to become part of the Lake- 
view Provincial Park, The house was moved to 
the Rimbey district. 

‘See more of the Cox story elsewhere in the 
Historical book, 


COX, WILLIAM RICHARD (Dick) AND ANNA 


Dick was born in Galt, Ontario October 15, 
1888 - the eldest of eight children, five boys and 
three girls, to Thomas and Caroline Cox. Fol- 
lowing in order of age there was Frank, Jim, 
Bob, Agnes, Ruth, Jean and Harry. 

‘Thomas Cox family originated in En- 
gland. His father was killed in the Crimean 
War. Caroline's family from Scotland, her mal- 
den name was Lapsley. 

Dick was raised on a farm. His father's 





keen interest was in the development of cham- 
pion breeding stock and show animals such as 
sheep, hogs, Welsh and Shetland ponys, draft 
horses and even poultry. But his greatest pride 
land joy, were the high stepping hackneys. He 
became well-known, and began co-operating 
with Guelph Agricultural College, experiment 
ing in stock breeding. The Cox farm, known as 
Sunnyside Farm was used by the students for 
field trips and judging events. 

Dick and his three brothers, though fairly 
young, became involved in much of the activity. 
When Dad became active nationally, they took 
over much of the responsibilities of the farm 
when he was gone, as well as their schooling, 

‘And so in a short time Sunnyside Farm 
stock became well known on the exhibition and 
fair circuit across Canada as they shipped their 
stock by rail beginning with 7 - 10 carloads and 
increasing to 14, They required a staff of several 
men to care for and feed the valuable animals. 
mother Caroline accompanied them on some 
trips as bookkeeper, and advisor, as well as or- 
ganizing the kitchen staff. 

Leaving for points west in late July, they 
‘entered fairs in Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Edmon- 
ton, Victoria, returning in October to Toronto 
Fair before returning home. Many medals, rib- 
bons and cups were won and are now proudly 
displayed by Jean, theonly surviving member of 
the family, and living in California. Jean cur- 
rently is a very active world traveller, and our 
source of information for this story. 

Thomas made several trips to England, 
choosing champion stock, finishing them for 
showing and sales, but always using his own 
stock as a base, expanding again for the next 
season 

Property was sometimes taken in exchange 
for stock when negotiating sales. The Gull Lake 
property was appropriated in this way in 1912. 

By 1908, the first half of the family had 
‘grown up. Dick entered business college in Galt, 
trying to fulfill Dac's wishes, but the farming 
spirit, already a part of him, and those exciting 
stories about the west, combined tomove him in 
this direction. 

Finally, at age 21 he decided to launch his 
‘own career and future on a homestead near 
Dinsmore, Saskatchewan. From the soft life as 
the son of a gentleman farmer, his great posses- 
sions, a piece of land, aod shack, a pair of oxen 
and one pig, but with the inspiration and deter- 
mination of his parents before him, the greatest 


possession of all, he would succeed. Mother 
worried about her boy, and was sure he was not 
taking care of himselt. After a time, she took a 
trip to see him and found him, a typical bachelor, 
of course. Often in years to come she would tell 
the story of the blackened frying pan hanging on 
the wall behind the stove, grease as thick and 
hard as a candle running down the wall below, 
However, as the wise mother she was, she only 
encouraged him and kept in touch. Dick was a 
good communicator as well, and somehow he 
must have talked about all the "good stuff” be- 
cause, Frank and Bob, after a time in the Navy 
and Army respectively, decided to move west 
after a few years. 

Bob took up waterwell drilling, and found 
great demand in this newly settled area. Eventu- 
ally, Dick gave up farming, and they worked 
together drilling in the area, then onto Hanley 
and Hawarden, which were Norweigen settle 
ments. It was here precisely, that another and 
most important dimension of Dick's life took 
place - at the farm of J.0. Johnson - and in the 
person of a young immigrant lady from Norway. 
Her name was Anna Iversen 

It seems difficult, if not impossible, as 
children of that generation to imagine our pa- 
rents as young and romantic, when all we saw 
was very hard work and struggling to make a 
living, As for the Coxs, times were not easy in 
the “dirty thirties". Even though there was har- 
mony in our home, we could not see our Mom. 
and Dad ever as young boy and girl friend or 
(Heaven forbid) lovers. However, now we have 
time to think about their fantasies and dreams, 
as we read Dad's daybook which he kept faith- 
fully all those years - and the fun and romance 
In those love letters by the dozens, which 
Mother left intact knowing we would read and 
treasure them. Can't you see her smile of 
mischief as she tucked them in the corner of 
her trunk, rather than burn all those lovely se- 
crets? 

‘Anna Iversen - was born in Dragnes, Nor- 
way, February 11, 1891. She was the third eldest 
child and eldest daughter of Sofie and Paul 
Iversen. There were eleven children-seven girls 
~four boys. Her father was a farmer fisherman 
and as with most countries, times were not easy 
and the family was encouraged to find work and 
be self-supporting as soon as they finished 
school, 

They moved to a larger home across the 
Fjord to Sandnes, and Anna began training as 
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dressmaker and milliner. However, she could 
not envisage this as her future and when some of 
her friends encouraged her to join them and 
travel to Canada, where “life was a breeze and 
money grew on trees", Mother and Dad were 
upset, to say the least. However, she was now 21 
and would not be deterred. So-six brave Norske 
young people took the longest boat ride of their 
lives, and arrived in Montreal, continued by train 
to Hanley, Saskatchewan. As the law required 
they must have a sponsor in Canada. Anna's 
sponsor was J.O. Johnson. This was 1912. 

‘Meanwhile, Dick had grown a beautiful red 
moustache to match his red hair, and looked the 
part of a rugged tough well driller when they 
arrived at the Johnson farm, with their 
equipment. 

Immediately, Dick was fascinated with the 
shy young lady working there and soon recog- 
nized quality as well as beauty. The feeling was 
not mutual, however, and what changed Anna's 
mind and heart will remain a secret, but when 
Dick was smitten, he seriously began planning 
to settle down permanently. 

‘What a beautiful coincidence it was that 
very year when good old Dad came through with 
the choice property at Gull Lake. Dick met him 
there to finalize the deal, then made plans to 
move to Alberta. The farm was purchased froma 
Mr. French. 

Shortly after, during a trip to England, Tho- 
mas met with an accident on the ship when a 
storm caused it to lurch and he was pinned be- 
tween some animals he was attending to. He 
seemed to be alright. However, a heart condi- 
tion developed and he was forced to slow 
down which he did and made one last trip 
west, selling off his stock. He passed away 
April 1914 at age 51 

‘Somehow when Dick left the community, 
‘Anna felt his loss and letters began filling the 
loneliness, as their courting was carried out by 
mail until November 21, 1918, Dick travelled 
back to Saskatoon to claim his bride. His batch- 
ing days, which he disliked so, were over. 
They travelled by train on their honeymoon to 
the farm they would love so much and work 
very hard for together in the years to come. 
They were blessed with 6 healthy, happy kids, 
Verna, Frank, Allan, Dora, Trevor and Fred. 
Only one but very sad loss, little Trevor Arthur 
passed away at 18 months after a short illness. 

During these busy years as well as during 
batching years, Dick managed to get good help 














Dick Cox and oxen 


both in field work and around the house when 
sister Agnes and also a good friend, Hilda Haa- 
land, would come and give him a hand on a 
temporary basis. 

Frank moved to Alberta in 1920 and had 
recently lost his wife Barbara through illness. He 
‘saw the potential for a business at the lake and 
built Broadway Store and 5 cabins which he sold 
later and lett for goldmining near Cranbrook, 
B.C. He never returned but corresponded regu- 
larly. He passed away there. 

Bob married a Saskatchewan girl, lah and 
moved to Alberta, settling on a farm along the 
lake in 1925-28. Dick and Bob enjoyed good 
co-operation together in farming and then well 
drilling in the off season, including the wells 
along the cottage area from Moores Beach to 
Fernies which they drilled and maintained, 

Bob's life was taken suddenly by pneumo- 
nia following the flu at age 42 in 1934. A great 
loss to the family. 

During all of this time contact with the fam- 
ily in Norway continued. Anna had mastered the 
English language, her own family of five, some 
in school, were her best teachers, even when 
they made fun of her. 

Gradually, clearing of the land progressed, 
the house became too small for the family so in 
1927-28 the old kitchen became the garage on 
the new building site - the livingroom became a 
nice big kitchen and a new two story addition 
was built on, 

‘Super “close” neighbours were a priceless 


possession. The Ed, Harry and Hans Hansens, 
Moores, Benton and Dayton Warehams, Millers, 
Leiskes, Ekiunds and Ebelings and Larsens and 
others became partners on many occasions 
when tasks such as building, sawing wood, 
tending a sick animal, threshing, grading roads 
were a mutual concern. 

‘Yes, our parents left us aheritage and many 
good standards to keep, of which we are proud 
and grateful, and even after we went our separ- 
ate ways, we made a point of visiting often and 
celebrating with Mom and Dad regularly on spe- 
clal occasions. 

Allen gradually took over the heavier tasks 
of farming from Dad, though he still enjoyed 
his garden and was as meticulous with it, just 
as he had been with his farm over the years. 

In 1960 Dick had major surgery and cancer 
was located but controlled successfully. He 
then developed a heart condition which forced 
him to slow down, with Anna always there as 
dietician, nurse and policeman. in December, 
1963, a bad cold turned to serious bronchitis 
and he entered hospital, but passed away on 
December 18. A very sad Christmas for us all 

‘Anna decided to remain on the farm and 
insisted she was never lonely, always felt nearto 
Dad with all the good memories around her. 

‘She continued her busy life, baking, fancy- 
work, flower garden, entertaining for coffee al- 
most every day. Neighbours, friends, or family 
were always ready to run errands or take her 
shopping. 








Dick Cox farm from the air. 


So, Anna enjoyed 14 years though “alone”, 
in reasonable health and independence, then 
‘one day May 4, 1977 after preparing flower beds 
and after a visit from Allan and her evening meal, 
she returned to the yard and quietly “fell asleep” 
as she was working. Had she been able to plan it 
all, she would have had it this way. She would 
not have been @ good patient in ahospital and of 
that she was spared, We are thankful. There are 
many highlights about our pioneer parents and 
events, but dates escape us sometimes. It has 
been an inspiration and privilege to have been a 
part in the Bentley Heritage Book. As children of 
thelr time, now growing older, it causes us and 
ur children to appreciate memories of the good 
times when work was difficult, everything done 
mostly by hand and by today's standards, so 
primitive. There was no other way. 

Some Cox Memories 

The threshing crews around the table, 3 
meals a day, 2 lunches and coffee - the hours 
Mom worked, planning and preparing, yet no 
recollection of complaining. 

‘The laundry for the large family, by hand or 
hand machine, the lines full in all kinds of 
weather, whoever heard of drip dry or no iron? 

‘The school picnics and the fun even if there 


was little spending money. Dad could always 
find a nickel in his overalls pocket, a sacrifice - 
but so appreciated, 

The big garden and hours sitting on the 
cellar door shelling peas or cutting beans or 
husking corn - now that was a bore! The jars of 
canning lined up on the cellar shelves. 

Good old Gull Lake School, those super 
teachers. They don't make ‘em like that any 
more - nine grades in one room. The big old 
furnace, back and centre, you froze on one side 
‘and cooked on the other. Did they really need to 
move the old school away? 

Eva Tona's teacherage - inside our front 
yard - next to the gate. A little too close for 
comfort at times, for us kids. 

Mom, taking 3-day buns for sale at Broad- 
way Store, for Uncle Frank - Couldn't keep up 
with demand, had to give up. 

The day Allen “hacked” Verna's hair and 
she wouldn't go to schoo! -hid in the corn patch 
all day. 

‘Our kitchen turned polling station on Elec- 
tion Day, booths separated by sheets and table 
‘oloths. Dad was returning officer for years. 

The sleighbells and crunching snow when 
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‘we took our trips to Grandma Larsens-her cozy 
home - good food and snugly rocker. 

Mrs, Moore's raisin pies, and ice tea out ota 
big crock, with a big chunk of Gull Lake ice in it. 

Trading whatever, in our school lunch for 
fone of the Leiske twins poppy seed buns, 
yummy!t 

The old model * 
dratty. 

‘The mechanic of the family and the tractor 
he built out of a truck with a big stone on the 
back for weight. We were 
How many years did that * 

‘The day we got the telephone and the 
“rubber necks” - getting to know “all” about our 
neighbours. But that soon wore off didn't it, now 
we were modern - we had it all! 

Isit true the baby of every family is spoiled? 
Well, how did he turn out to be such a nice guy 
after all (Freddie) 

Byron Wareham, Donna, Dora and Fr- 
ances McVitty taking the long way home - over 
the “hogs back”, picking crocuses, ladyslip- 





Ford very classy - but 








Dick ond Anna Cox - the newlyweds in 1919, 











pers, tigerlilies and those poor magpies and 
‘crows never got a chance to hatch an egg. 

Favourite animals and pets - Leaping 
Lena and her daughter Fanny, Sox and Col- 
‘onel, Queeny and Biddy, Bobby and Pickles, 
The Moores Old Kate. 

Dick and Anna's children areall in Alberta at 
the present time. Verna married Gordon Petry 
and they have 7 children; Carol in Calgary, Ruth 
and Paul in Lethbridge, Doreen in Kamloops, 
Lavon in Edmonton, David and John in 
Lethbridge 

Frank married Carla Jergesen and they 
have 3 children; Trevor, Wendell and Cheryl, all 
living at Carnwood. Frank is a farmer and a 
mechanic. 

Allen married Linda Wiese and they have 4 
children; Terry in Edmonton, Sharon in Vernon, 
B.C., Randy in Red Deer and Pat and Mother in 
Bentley. Allen is on the home place and is also.a 
real estate salesman. 

Dora married Bill Mack. They are living in 
Edmonton and have 8 children; Clint and Char- 
lene both in Edmonton and Lome in Victoria, 
Bill is a member of the Legislature for 
Edmonton-Beimont. 

Fred married Barbara Peck. They have 5 
children and are all living at Drayton Valley - 
Tim, Sheila, Jim, Robert and Susan. Fred has 
been in the oil business since they were married. 

‘There are twenty-two grandchildren and 
twenty-one great-grandchildren. The family is 
all enjoying prosperity and good health. We are 
grateful we were raised in a home where God 
was acknowledged and Christian values upheld, 
Of all our great heritage, this is the cornerstone. 
May we all keep the standards of our depend- 
ence on God. This will truly be the mark of our 
success. 


COX, WILSON 
By Isa Herold 


My father, Wilson Cox, was born in lowa, 
April 21, 1865. In 1897, at DeMoines, lowa, he 
married Laura Mabel Cast Leman. Their first 
three children were, Isa Phayrene Cox, born 
1898; Mable Marie Cox, born 1899; and Lily 
Hulda Cox, born 1900, They came to the Bentley 
district in’ 1901, to settle in the Centreview 
School District. They had four more children, 
after settling here. 

The Cox family, with the Martin Castle- 
man family, and the John Craig family, all came 





from lowa in 1901, to the Chapel district. They 
lived together in one log house on the John 
Craig farm, until Coxs and Castlemans got 
settled in the Centreview district. The Wilson 
Cox children all attended Centreview School. 

ican remember a few of our closest neigh- 
bors from the early 1900's in the Centreview 
istrict. These include Mrs. Martin Castleman: 
Clarence Oborne; Frank Miles; Calvin Moulton: 
Charlie Cox; John Craig; Charlie Brown; Ted 
Zeluf; John Damron; Richard Mathews: the 
Triplet family, where we got our mail; Mitchell 
Saint; and of course their families. 

Clarence Obornes used to most always 
board the school teachers. | only attended Cen- 
treview School until Grade 5, so cannot recall 
the names of many teachers. 

I was married to Robert Edward Stoner in 
1918, at Lacombe, Alberta. Robert was born in 
Indiana, in 1879, and came to the Bentley district 
about 1914. We had three sons, Ray Robert, in 
1919; Calvin Harold, in 1924; and Elton Wesiey, 
in 1937. My husband, Robert, died in Bentley 
Hospital in 1945, and is buried in Bentley 
Cemetery, 








Wilson Cox - 1933 - 68 Yrs. 


My second marriage was to Roy Frankiin 
Herold, in 1950. Roy was born at Putman 
County, Missouri, in 1889. He came first to 
Hanna, then to Bentley in 1943. We moved to 
Rimbey in 1960, and he died in 1972, and is laid 
to rest in the Mount Auburn Cometery, at Rim= 
bey. 

Roy Herold was in the 1914-18, war and 
served overseas with the Canadian Army. 

came to live in the “Parkland Manor” Se- 
nior Citizens Lodge, at Rimbey, on October 2, 
1972, 


THE CRAIGS 

By Harry G. Craig with “special” help from my 
Aunt Ruth (Craig) Sweetman 

Written January 1981 


CRAIG FAMILY, JOHN R. 


John Regester Craig was born on October 
25, 1866, at Rough Creek, Pennsylvania, only 
son of Abel Cary Craig. Abel Craig was a car- 
penter and cattle buyer and shortly after John 
was born moved to Des Moines, lowa. The 
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John Craig Family - 1912 


Craigs contracted buildings, treighting and did 
some dairying. John’s education was completed 
by a business course and he also apprenticed as 
a hardware man, 

‘May McGlaughlin was born in Wheeling, 
West Virginia on May 25, 1866. As a very small 
child she moved to Berwick Isle, towa, where 
she grew up. The family lived on asoldier's pen- 
sion. Her father, David McGlaughiin had served 
and was killed in the Civil War. May McGlaugh- 
lin trained and apprenticed as a seamstress and 
became a dressmaker. John Craig and May 
McGlaughlin were married on the 16th of March, 
1889, in Des Moines, lowa. The John Craigs 
operated a small farm and dairy in the Des 
Moines area for a few years and did contract 
freighting. Charles, Loren, Beryl, Lois and Ralph 
were born in lowa. In 1897, John Craig took a 
trip to Pendelton, Oregon, with the idea of mov- 
ing there, but instead heard of Alberta and so in 
1899 he came to the Lacombe area accompan- 


led by his six year old son, Loren. He “filed” on 
the N.E. of 6-42-1-5 in the district which would 
soon be known as the Chapel Schoo! district 

In 1900, on the 25th of October, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Craig, with five children, arrived at their 
new homestead. It has often been told what a 
beautiful day the 25th of October was that fall; 
twenty-four hours later it was very cold and 
twelve inches of snow had fallen! 

John Craig became a Canadian citizen in 
1903 and “proved up” or received the “patent’ 
for his farm in April, 1903. 

In 1904, John and May Craig moved their 
family to Lacombe where they operated the 
town of Lacombe dairy until 1908. The main 
reason for moving to Lacombe was to get 
schooling for their family. In 1908, they moved 
back to the homestead north of Bentley where 
they farmed until 1913. They then had an auc- 
tion sale conducted by C.F. Damron on the 17th 
of March, 1913. After this sale, John and May 


Craig rented their farm to their son, Loren, and 
they and Lois, Ralph, Arthur, Muriel and Ruth 
moved to Brattleboro, Vermont, where they 
bought yet another farm. Itis interesting to note 
that the contract for this purchase reads: “that 
the former owners would sell their farm, (80 
acres), for one dollar and other considerations” 
The Craigs bought this farm as a completely 
stocked farm and were once again in the dairy 
business, 


In 1917, the whole family returned to Ben- 
tley, Alberta, Canada to the N.E. of 6-42-1-5 
where they resided until their passing. In the 
obituary written on behalf of John Craig, it 
mentions him as being one of five ratepayers 
present when the new school district of Cha- 
pel was formed in 1908 and was Chairman of 
the board when their new school was built in 
1924. 


May Craig died on August 26, 1931 and 
John R, Craig died February 23, 1933. Both are 
buried in the Bentley Cemetery. 

To this marriage were born eight children 


Charles — 1891 - A printer, lived most of his life 
in the State of New York, U.S.A. Died Nov. 12, 
1963, 


Loren — 1893 - A farmer in the Bentley district. 
Died March 28, 1971 


Beryl — 1895 - Married L.A. (Bill) Gunnel, 
farmed in Bentley district. Died Aug. 20, 1974 


Lois — 1897 - Married Lynn Smith, moved to 
Vermont, U.S.A. and still lives there. 


Ralph — 1900 - Lived most of his life in New 
Jersey, U.S.A. Died May 24, 1976. 


Arthur — 1902 - Married Mabel Massing, farmed 
in the Rimbey district. Died Nov. 16, 1957. 


Muriel! — 1906 - Married Ottar Massing, aschool 
teacher and later school inspector. Lived many 
years in Edmonton. Now living at Trinity Lodge, 
Calgary, 


Ruth — 1908 - Married Kenneth Sweetman, 
farmed in the Bentley area. Taught school at 
Outlet and Bentley for many years. Retired to 
Lacombe where they stil ive 
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CRAIG, HARRY GRANT & 
LOUISE LORRAINE 
By Harry Craig, Written January 1981 


| (Harry) was born on August 15, 1924 and 
have lived on this farm all my life, One of my 
most lasting memories of my youth was of our 
house burning in 1929. | had been outside play- 
Ing. Itwas Saturday, the 13th of April, a beautiful 
warm day. Dad, (Loren Craig), and his hired 
men, Pete Fox and Joe Hancik, were getting the 
horses ready to start field work that afternoon. | 
went back to the house for a drink of water and 
upset a container of gasoline. The fumes from 
the gas were exploded by the wood fire in the 
cookstove and immediately the whole house 
was on fire, Mother and the hired girl, (Mrs. Fox), 
were burned on the arms somewhat. The 
house and all contents were lost. 

| got my public schooling at entreview and 
high school at Rimbey and Red Deer. A few 
years after high school, lenrolled at the Agricul- 
ture College at Olds and spent two wonderful 
winters there. These classes at Red Deer and 
Olds were the only times that | actually left this 
farm. | met Louise Dixson at Olds College, the 
youngest of the family of Frank and Mary Dix- 
son. The Dixsons were “old time” farmers in the 
Foremost area, just a few miles from the U.S. 
Border. Louise and | married on January 16, 
1948, and lived and farmed with my folks for ten 
years, 

Shortly after we were married, Mother, Dad, 
Louise and | started an enterprise which has had 
a profound influence on our family. We went 
Into the registered Polled Hereford business 
and still raise them. 

(On March 4, 1959, our old friend, C.F. Dam- 
ron, sold my parents’ and our cattle and on the 
8th of March, 1959, our machinery and other 
livestock. In April we bought my parents’ farm; 
the west half and south east quarter of 24-41- 
25; and also the N.W. of 13-41-2-5, We paid 
$40,000.00. When | next saw Joe Morrisroe he 
asked me if | was crazy because | had paid 
that much. Look what land sells for now. 

Some of the most interesting things that 
have happened to us are: Louise joined the For- 
shee Ladies Club in February, 1948. She was the 
youngest member at that time, Now, in 1980, she 
is one of the older members. Although the name 
of this club has been changed once or twice, itis, 
with real pride that Louise thinks of herself as 
the third "Mrs. Craig” to belong to it. The first 

















being Mrs, John Craig, second Mrs. Loren Craig 
and then Louise, Mrs. Harry Craig. Louise has 
been a typical Forshee lady. She does spring 
field work, haying and harvesting, enjoys her 
garden and many, many crafts. 

| was very fortunate to be involved in several 
community activities; the Forshee Hall Board 
and the Bentley Hospital Board. | was “made” 
Secretary of the Alberta Polled Hereford Club 
‘when it was formed in 1955 and held that posi- 
tion for eleven years. | sang with the Rimbey 
Barbershop Chorus and more recently | have 
been involved with the "Forshee Farmers” sing- 
ing group. Of our many interesting community 
activities, one of the more rewarding ones for 
Louise and | has been our 4H Beef Club involve~ 
ment. When our son Grant turned 10 years, "we" 
joined 4H! We were involved as leaders and di- 
rectors, judges, etc. After Grant and Laurie out 
grew the actual club activities, we continued to 
have many judging competitions and demon- 
strations with our cattle. | was also asked many 
times to judge public speaking competitions, 

In 1975, we started a new aspect of our 
Polled Hereford business by holding our own 
annual production sales. The first two were with 
‘our old friend, the late Chester (Hoot) Gideon. 


Horry and Louise Croig 


1948, 





‘These were held in the fal of the year. Starting in 
1978, we began having these sales in the spring 
and the last few years, our son Grant, and our 
neighbors, Wayne and Helen Bradford, have 
taken part. All of our sales have been held at the 
Alberta Hereford Centre at Innisfail and all have 
been conducted by Jock Blacklock, auctioneer 
from Saskatoon, 
‘Our family is: 


Bonnie June Craig — June 5, 1952, died July 5, 
1966. Buried Bentley Cemetery, 


Grant Dixson Craig — April 10, 1954, a farmer 
living just a few miles from our home, 


Laurie Lee Craig — November 2, 1957, astudent 
at N.ALT. taking Market Management, Will 
graduate in 1981 


In recent years, we have acquired one more 
person that we think of as family. Robert 
(Scotty) Summers came over from Scotland a 
few years ago. He met Grant when they were 
both working at Latimer's at Olds, Since that 
time, he has been “around” the Craigs quite a 
bit. At the time of this writing, he is living and 
working with the Craigs and will take part in 
their sale. Scotty was born on August 11, 1947. 





CRAIG, HARRY LOREN, & ELLEN (NELLIE) 
BEATRICE 
By Harry G. Craig, Written January 1981 


Loren Craig was born February 12, 1893 at 
Des Moines, lowa, U.S.A. He came with his par- 
ents and brothers, Charles and Ralph, and sis- 
ters, Beryl and Lois, to Canada in 1900. His 
formal education was started in Lacombe when 
his parents moved there in 1903 and then he 
attended Chapel Schoo! when they returned to 
that district in 1908. He was very proud that he 
had a grade four education. Of course basic 
reading, writing and arithmetic were all that 
were necessary, In 1913, with his dad's (John 
R. Craig) signature, he was able to file on the 
NW. of 7-42-1-5 for homestead. When the rest 
of the family moved to Vermont that year, he 
operated his and his father’s farm. He sold the 
N.W. % of 7 to Frank Veal in 1918. 

(On December 18, 1918, Loren bought the 
west half of 24-41-2-5 from Ludwig Larsen for 
the sum of $8,000.00. The contract reads: “that 
a down payment of $1,000.00 was paid and the 





47 
balance was to be paid for at the rate of 
$1,000.00 per year and interest at 6%. They 
were to “deal” at the Union Bank of Canada in 
the Village of Bentley. At the time of writing, 
this land has been owned by Craigs for sixty- 
two years and the only people to own this land 
were the ones who homesteaded it, Mr. Larsen 
and the Craigs 

Ellen (Nellie) Grant (Craig) was born at 
Tumer Valley, Alberta, March 8, 1899, oldest 
daughter of Jack and Maggie Grant. The Grants 
were ranchers. They grew hay and pasture for 
horses and cattle but very ttle grain. The horses 
were registered Percherons and were raised and 
sold for breeding purposes and freighting. The 
Grants had the “coal rights” on NW. ¥% 
21-19-25 and “strip mined” and supplied coal 
during the twenties for some of the steam- 
operated drilling rigs. The early “oll boom" oc- 
curred on their and adjacent ranches. Nellie 
attended school across the road from their fam- 
ily farmstead and then the family moved to Cal- 
gary so that high school could be obtained. In 
1918. She graduated from Calgary normal 
school with a teacher's certificate. In 1919, she 
applied for the job of teaching at Centreview 
‘School and lived with the Leonard Snows who 
became like second parents to her. 








Loren and Nellie Craig Family - 1996, 


In 1920, Loren and Nellie were married and 
built a new home “on top of the hill” as the 
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neighbors called it, on the NW, of 24-41-2-5, 
They had three children: Margaret May Craig 
(Shupe), born May 9, 1921, who has made a 
‘career of teaching, mostly in Edmonton. Harry 
Grant Craig, born August 15, 1924. John Robert 
Graig, born February 18, 1934. "Jack" trained as 
a heavy duty mechanic and worked at this trade 
for many years. 

Between babies, Nellie taught school at 
Lockhart and Chapel and Centreview. She 
certainly enjoyed reminiscing in latter years 
with her students who usually called her 
“teacher”, She was President of the Forshee 
Ladies Community Club and the Get Together 
Ladies Club for many years; Past Matron of 
Alexandra Chapter, O.E.S., in Lacombe and 
served as Alberta Grand Representative to the 
Idaho Grand Lodge for three years. Her interest 
in community affairs varied from Victory Bond 
Saleswornan during the war years to M.C. at 
many functions. She was widely known for her 
reciting of "It Takes a Heap O’ Livin’ to Make a 
House a Home” 

‘As a young man, Loren was an active 
member of the Centre Valley ball team. Other 
members were Bill and John Ingram, Charlie 
Brown, the Evernden boys and the Raymonds 
and Hankins. 

Horses were @ very important part of the 
Craig farm; they were raised, worked, ridden, 
bought and sold. The good teams were brought 
up to “prime”, sold at the Lacombe horse sale, 
and more were made ready, a never ending 
challenge to Loren. 

Loren was a school trustee for many years 
for the Centreview School and for nineteen 
years, secretary of the Centreview Mutual 
Telephone Co. Both Loren and Nellie were keen 
supporters of the “Pools”, "Grain Growers” and 
the “U.F.A.". Their farm gradually grew. The 
NW. of 13-41-2-5 was bought from the C.P.R. 
during the 1920's and the S.E. of 24-41-2-5 in 
4947, They became breeders of Registered 
Polled Herefords in 1949, 

In 1970, Loren and Nellie celebrated fifty 
years of marriage on July 28. All members of 
their immediate family were home. A large 
crowd of relatives and friends were on hand to 
congratulate them. Their so-called “retirement” 
was done on a quarter section of land, N.W. 
33-40-1-5, just a couple of miles out of Bentley 
where they continued to raise a few registered 
cattle and visit with old and new friends. 
Loren died March 28, 1971. Nellie died in a 











car accident in Lacombe, October 20, 1973, 
Both are buried in the Bentley Cemetery. 


CRAIG, GRANT DIXSON 
Written January 1981 


1 was born on April 10, 1954 in Bentley. 

(Our family lived in a modified granary until | 
was five, at which time we moved into the old 
Loren Craig house. Coincidentally, at the same 
age, my Dad, Harry, moved into it. In the early 
summer of 1959, Chester Gideon gave me my 
first horse; the first of many, 

{attended school in Bentley in the conven- 
tional manner until the Bentley School burned 
down in the fall of 1971. I then went to Lacombe 
Composite High School. Up until age seven- 
teen | was an active 4H member and always 
had as many horses as Dad would allow, five 
to a dozen generally. | also had two or three 
horses a year that | broke for other people. 

went to work for Franklin D. Roosevelt Jr. 
in the winter of 1973, | got the job through Dad 
selling some purebred cattle to Roosevelt. | 
came back to Dad's farm that summer and 
started Olds College in the fall. | worked at Re- 
mitall Cattle Co. during my first year at College 
and the summer of 1974. | was on the College 
rodeo team and wrestling team. | rode bulls and 
bareback horses and fought bulls at most practi- 
ces. | placed second in my weight at the final 
ACAC, tournament. After finishing a two- 
year course in Agriculture, | came back to 
Dad's farm in the spring of 1975. | moved to 
the old Charley Sorensen, (Big Charley), farm, 
at the north end of Gull Lake, in the fall of 
1975, 

| bought the Sorensen farm from Dad in 
1976. | lived in anew 12' x 20’ house with no 
plumbing. By the spring of 1979 | had 260 head 
of purebred Polled Herefords and 30 head of 
purebred horses of various breeds. To date, the 
best years of my life were in that little house, 

In the fall of 1979, | bought the Allan Moore 
farm where | live now. Cattle, horses and dogs 
are still my mainstay. 





CRAIG, LAURIE 
Written January 1981 


| was born in 1957 in the Bentley General 
Hospital. 

From 1962 until 1971, l went to Bentley Ele- 
mentary and Junior High School. It was then 


that the Bentley High School burned to the 
ground. | took two years in Lacombe and fin- 
ished my last years in the new Bentley High 
School. 

Throughout my childhood, the 4H Beet 
Club played a big part, especially public speak- 
ing. | figure skated for six years, probably the 
closest | came to being an athlete. 

My first big move was to Red Deer where | 
spent one year as a receptionist with Titeley and 
Carvell Optometrists and one year at Red Deer 
College taking Recreation Administration. 

Edmonton was the next move, and | still 
reside there. | went to University in Recreation 
‘Administration, spent one year doing various 
interesting jobs from cooking up at Great Bear 
Trophy Lodge to cocktail waitressing in a 
lounge. 

Tam now in my second and final year of 
Marketing Management at N.A.T. | am an ac- 
tive member and the President of Tower Power 
Toastmasters Club, 


CUMBERLAND, MANLEY FAMILY 
By Norva Landry 

Maniey and Nita Cumberland, with their 
son, Harley, moved to the former Dayton Ware- 
ham farm on March 25, 1944. Nita, a daughter of 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Nicholson, had lived and taught in 
the Outlet and Chapel districts, among others, 
and had married and lived in Rimbey and Lee- 
dale, prior to their move to Bentley. 

Harley attended the Gull Lake school and 
later the Bentley school. 

Manley died in 1964 and Nita eventually 
moved to the Senior Citizen's Lodge in La~ 
‘combe, where she resided until her death on 
May 1, 1973. 

Harley still lives on the farm and works in 
Lacombe. 


CUMMINGS, GEORGE AND AGNES 
By Myrtle Kozak 


Thomas and Jane (Burrows) Cummings 
immigrated from Ireland to Ontario and later to 
Michigan. Before leaving Ireland, Thomas was 
an accountant. In 1898 Mr. and Mrs, Cummings, 
with their family of four - Bill, George, Minnie 
and Thomas Jr., left Saginaw, Michigan, and 
came to Gull Lake where George acquired a 
sawmill and had a large boat built to work in the 
lumber trade, The sawmill was situated on the 
west side of the lake at Sucker Creek and at 
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Cook's Point (now Birch Bay). They moved the 
mill to the east side of Gull Lake around 1900. 
Shortly after the sawmill was in productior 
‘Thomas had a large boat called the "Kangaroo 
built. It was eighty four feet in length and 
nineteen feet wide. Captain Snowdon 
supervised the building and help was also given 
by George Cummings. Captain Snowdon was in 
command until 1900, when command was 
transferred to George Cummings. The 
Kangaroo was first operated as a sailing vessel 
and about 1900 it was converted to steam, The 
boat was built to tow logs and deliver lumber. It 
Was also used as a pleasure craft. Dances were 
held on the deck and Sunday cruises around the 
lake were popular. Nothing is definitely known 
about the end of the Kangaroo, but it isbelieved 
it was scrapped during World War One. The 
Kangaroo delivered booms to the sawmill and 
lumber to the south end of the lake, where it was 
then loaded and hauled into Lacombe to the 
‘Cummings lumber yard. When the sawmill was 
moved from the west side of the lake to the south 
east corner, the lumber was hauled directly to 
the lumber yard. The Kangaroo delivered 
lumber to all points around the lake. 








“Kangaroo” built in 1898 


The Cummings rink was built in 19030n the 
present L.M.C. sitein Lacombe, where there was 
curling, skating and hockey. The rink burned 
down in 1911 

It is not known exactly when the mill was 
moved out to Wolf Creek, west of Leedale, but it 
is believed to be around 1907 or 1908. It was in 
operation there until approximately 1915. 

In 1905 George Cummings bought half of 
Section 30-41-1-5, north of Bentley and his par- 
ents lived there with George and Agnes until 
1923. At that time Thomas died as a result of an 
accident with a belt on a stationary engine. 
Grandma Cummings died 10 days later of a 
broken heart. 

Bill Cummings bought a half section of land 
north of George. Bill married Lena Raymond 
and they moved to Oregon, where they settled, 
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in 1918, with their two children. Since that their 
family increased by three more children, Jesse, 
Jack and Jim. 

‘George Cummings, second son of Thomas 
and Jane Cummings, married Agnes Slater and 
she died in childbirth. Later George married 
Agnes Simmons in 1914 and they had three 
children, Charles, Myrtle and Georgia. 

Charles married Gladys Potter of England 
at the end of the war. They had three children; 





Mr, & Mrs. Tom Cummings Sr 


George, Ryan, and Wendy. George is married 
land has three children; Janet, Michel and Scot. 
Ryan died in 1975 and Wendy went east to Ha- 
lifax, where she works in a lawyers office 

Myrtle married Peter Kozak and they have 
five children; Shirley, Allen, Steven, Sherry and 
Bryan. Shirley married Amold Bergesen and 
they have four children; Amita, who is in 
France, Stanley, Brenda and Christine. Allan, a 
beekeeper and steam engineer is married and 
has one child, Craig. Steven is married and 
has one son, Dean, and two daughters, Jamie 
and Jody. Steven is a heavy duty mechanic. 
Sherry is a university graduate and is pre- 
sently travelling Australia and New Zealand. 
Bryan is presently apprenticing for a heavy 
duty mechanic and is in his third year. 

Georgia married Victor Rimbey and they 
have two children, Beverly and Kenneth, and 
there are four grandchildren. Georgia passed 
away some years ago. 

Minnie Cummings, third child of Thomas 
and Jane Cummings, married Charles Graham 
and they had four children; Lily, George, Robert 
and Clifford, Lily married Ras Hankins in 1924, 
and they had twelve children, Jim, Elsie, Chuck 
Bob, Jean, Myrtle, Irene, Dick, Bert, Bonnie, 





Janet, George. There are twenty-three grand- 
children 

George Graham married Belle Whitworth 
and they have no family, George passed away in 
1966. 

Robert Graham died in the late 1920's, 

Clifford Graham is married and has two 
sons and a daughter 

Thomas Cummings, Jr. fourth child of Tho- 
mas and Jane Cummings, married Cora Stiers 
and they had three children, Evelyn, Harry and 
Edith and there are eight grandchildren 


QURTIS, DAIZIE MAUD 
By Norva Landry 

Daizie Curtis was born in New York State 
in 1893. She became a nurse, and while still 
relatively young, left the Statos and came to 
Alberta 

‘She moved from Rimbey to Bentley‘in 1921 
of 1922, and set up her own “hospital” in one of 
Bill McPherson's houses. This house, on main 
street, Is now the home of Emil Kossak. It was 
her own hospital. She coped with what she was 
able, and called a doctor, usually from La- 
combe, when she felt she was unable to handle 
the case, Later, she cared for the aged in their 
‘own homes. 

In August, 1946, she married Blaine Hutton, 
land they moved to Ladner, B.C. She and Blaine 
had “kept company” off and on for about 23 
years prior to their marriage. 

Nurse Curtis died on July 10, 1961 





Daizie Curtis - 1922 


DAMANT, ALFRED 
By Muriel Huseby 

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Damant, with six children, 
three boys and three girls, came from England 
about 1911, to Toronto, where they spent a year 
before coming west to Bentley. Mrs. Eusebia 
Brownlow was a sister of Alfred's. There was a 
log house on the S.W. 25-40-1-W.6th., one mile 
east of Bentley. This was one of their firsthomes 
in Alberta. All the children attended the Bentley 
‘School, except Carrie and Percy. Alfred Damant 
was a well educated man. He conducted night 
school in the old log Methodist Church, for 
young adults who wished to better their 
education. He was a wizard at mathematics, | 
took my first shot of algebra from one of his 
classes. He was assisted in his teaching by Rev. 
AD. Millar. They had as many as thirty pupils. | 
doubt if there was much salary connected with 
this work. In order to make a living, Alfred 
started a shoe repair shop in his home, and also 
took up house painting and carpentry. Later the 
family moved one mile east and a quarter mile 
north, across the road from the Ray Hutton 
buildings. Here they built a two storey frame 
house. They had a lease or contract to buy the 
S.W.-29-40-28-W.4th, They broke some of the 
land, and acquired some cattle and horses. The 
younger girl, Nettie, went to the Gull Lake 
School. Percy, the oldest son, joined the army, 
and served in the First War. When he came back 
he took over most of the farming. Things didn't 
go too well. The depression was coming on. 
Suddenly, they all went to Alder Flats, and took 
up homesteads there. Alfred Damant became 
postmaster, along with his farming interest. Mr. 
and Mrs, Damant passed away many years ago. 

Their house, on the Meridian, was moved 
down to become part of the Eklund house, and 
was later moved into Bentley to become the 
home of Mrs. Knight, one block east of the 
‘Community Hell 


Carrie Damant married Herb Binning in 


1921, and settled in the Woody Nook district. 
(See "Wagon Wheels”) Herb was killed in an 
automobile accident. Carrie lived in the 
Lacombe Senior Citizens Home, before later 
passing away. 

Percy Damant married Beatrice Reynolds in 
1927. They spent a year at Alder Flats before 
taking over the Reynolds farm in Woody Nook. 
They had five children. Beatrice died quite 
young, and Percy lived to be seventy, 

Muriel Damant became a school teacher 
and later married Jesse Huseby, in 1980. They 
are presently retired and living in Lacombe, 

The two younger boys, Harry and Allan, 
spent some time at Alder Flats, before moving to 
B.C. Harry passed away several years ago. 

Nettie, the youngest girl, used to ride 
horseback to the Gull Lake School. She married 
aman by the name of Parker, in the Alder Flats 
istrict, where she passed away at a very young 
age. 

Carrie and Herb Binning had three children 
Percy Damant and Beatrice had five children 
Muriel and Jesse Huseby had seven children 
Allan married Barbara Ferd in 1942, and they 
hhad three children. Nettie married Lloyd Parker 
in 1928, and they had eight children. Harry 
Damant was married to Beatrice Bedwell 

Mrs. Alfred Damant passed away in 1942, at 
the age of seventy-two. 

Alfred Damant passed away in 1947, at the 
age of eighty-six 


DAMRON, ARTHUR E. (BUDD) 
By Marie Damron 


Clarence and Martha Damron were living 
‘on the homestead west of Bentley when they 
learned they were to havea second child. Money 
was scarce and the nearest doctor was at La-~ 
‘combe, so they packed up and went back to 
Nebraska. Clarence went back to work at his old 
job in the stockyards at Omaha. 








122 


Shortly after, Budd was born, in 1904, 
they returned to the Bentley district, Budd 
grew up there and attended the Oxtord 
‘School. He then farmed locally. 

In March, 1928, he married Marie Fallis, and 
that fall moved to the farm, half a mile north of 
Bentley, where, with the help of Roy Wiese, he 
hhad built the barn, house, and granary which are 
still on the place, although the house has been 
remodelled. There he farmed and for a short 
time bought hogs at Bentley and Forshee. 

Budd and Marie were nomads and after sev- 
eral moves locally, they went to Turner Valley 
and bought a ranch there. In the early 1940's he 
sold his Herefords and bought some pure-bred 
Quarter Horses from Stead, New Mexico. He 
became well known in rodeo circles for his 
horses. He raised and trained “Penny”, the 
horse that carried Cliff Vandergriff to tap honors 
at the 1953 Calgary Stampede. 

In 1952 Budd was back building along the 
Rimbey highway, 3 miles north of Bentley. One 
thing about Budd, he always left a place better 
than he found it, and it did take a lot of hard 
work 

In 1958, he sold out again and returned to 
B.C. In later years he moved more often, usually 
wintering in B.C. and summering in Alberta. 
Budd and Marie now reside at the Westview 
Apartments in Bentley, 

Their son, Dan, musically inclined, played 
with cousin Dick for a while, operated in a “One 
Man Band” and now flies for Can West Helicop- 
ters in Calgary. 


DAMRON, CLARENCE FRANKLIN, (C.F.) 
By Mrs, Gertrude Damron, 
Barbara Damron, Martha Connelly 

On January 9, 1878, Clarence Franklin 
Damron was born in West Virginia, U.S.A. One 
of the three sons born to Joseph Syron Damron, 
Clarence, at the age of eight, moved on with his 
family to a place in Nebraska called South 
Omaha. 

It was here he became involved in the 
business of selling. After school and all day 
Saturday he busied himself with selling Mom's 
ham sandwiches and popcorn balls to the crowd 
at the stockyards, By the time he was fourteen 
he was buying crippled hogs from the 
‘commission firms in Omaha and selling them to 
the packers. 

He was also preparing for his future career, 








Ciarence Damron (Ki 





and spent some of his time emulating his hero, 
who just happened to be a noted livestock 
auctioneer in the town. 

‘suppose | sold my dad's team of mules a 
thousand times”, he would reminisce; “I'd 
cultivate corn until | came to the end of the row. 
While the team rested I'd auction them to my 
brother.” There were no schools for auctioneers 
in those days, You had to be born that way. 

While stil in Nebraska he met and married 
his first wife, Martha Imogene Trobough. In 
1902 they took their young son Joseph, along 
with three registered shorthorn calves, and 
moved to a homestead in Bentley, Alberta 
Settling on aplace three miles west and one mile 
north of Bentley, they completed their family 
with two more sons; Arthur Edward (Bud), and 
Ned Trobough (N.T. or Dick) 

It was around 1907 when the Damron 
brothers, C.F. and John, opened up Bentley's 
first butcher shop. His recollections of this 
venture were selling primesteak at three pounds 
for 256, and of areal grand sale of 20 quarters of 
beef to one man at the whopping price of three 
cents a pound front, and four cents a pound 
hing. 

Not one to be idle, he also operated himself 


a real estate office, and eventually constructed 
his own building for it, ight beside his butcher 
shop. 

Clarence Franklin Damron was perhaps 
more widely known as “C-F.". What may not be 
as widely known is the fact that it was he who 
brought the first "cash auction” to Western 
Canada. 

C.F. assisted Art Garries with Mr. Oscar Lil- 
levik’s sale in March, 1908, and on September 
17, 1909, he conducted his first sale. 7 horses, 28 
cattle, and a full line of farm implements com: 
prised the first sale bill and brought in a total 
take of sixteen hundred dollars. Damron 
grossed sixteen dollars and netted thirteen. 
Three dollars went to the clerk. The terms of 
those first sales were generous. All items for 
$10.00 or less went for cash, Purchases exceed- 
ing the $10.00 mark were extended credit for 
nine months at an interest rate of 8%, 

If you wanna buy, ya gotta bid, boys!” was 
C's opening cry. It was once stated, that athis 
opening sale, another auctioneer was overheard 
to remark that Damron was a small wind that 
would soon blow over. Well, that “small wind” 
continued and became more like a hurricane in 
the way that he dispersed a sale. Everything 
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from oxen to frying pans was included in the 
more than four thousand sales he conducted, 
He was the chief auctioneer atthe first Lacombe 
Horse Sale in 1925, and the chief auctioneer at 
the last one in 1951, and chief auctioneer at all 
the sales in between, The Lacombe Bull Sale 
was another of his projects, and he sold here 
from 1923 until 1964. The Calgary Bull Sale? He 
sold all of them, from 1927 through until 1955, 
Did he ever book off sick? Not once. He knew 
what an item was worth, and he knew how to 
coax the bidders to buy. 

He acquired two assistants in the auctio- 
neering department. Murray MacKenzie and his 
son N-T. (Dick) Damron. 

CF. kept diary, and during the depression 
years he tells of farmers forfeiting their farms for 
grocery bills. He suffered through the bad years 
and rejoiced in the good, with the people in 
agriculture. A successful man, and one who 
loved the earth and soil as much as he did his 
auctioneering, 

He acquired much land over the years, and 
at one time owned around forty quarter sec- 
tions. Registered Hereford cattle were another 
of his major projects. In his spare time he built a 
few houses in the Bentley area. These were 
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some of the finest homes in the district, even 
today. There is one just north of the arena where 
Dr. MeKendrick lived; another on the farmstead 
where Harvey Haarstad resides; andyet another 
at 4834 - 51st, Avenue, Bentley, where Roy and 
Mabe! Hunter live. 

‘Special interests? How about the time he 

was made honorary chief of the Hobbema tribe! 
‘Big Chief Sundown" they called him. C.F, was 
also a avid sportsman and went big game hunt- 
ing with the likes of Ed and Gerald Olson, Dou- 
glas Erickson, and Clarence Anderson. A 
winterized cabin at Buck Lake made fishing 
ideal, In May of 1964 he received a fishing boat 
from the Central Alberta Agricultural Society. 
He liked to make his own flies and took part in 
the annual Buck Lake “Whitefish Net Pull. 

His oldest son, Joseph, died as a result of a 
car accident at the age of twenty. In 1956 C.F. 
mourned the passing of his wife Martha 

His membership in organizations included: 
the Masonic Lodge in Lacombe: the Keystone 
Chapter No. 2 R.A.M. in Red Deer; the Al Azhar 








Big Chief Sundown’ 








Clarence Damron and his pinto early 1920's 





Temple in Calgary; the Auctioneers Associa- 
tion: and the Central Alberta Hereford Club. He 
was also the honorable president of the Central 
Alberta Agricultural Society, and a Trustee of 
the Oxtord Schoo! District. 

In 1957 he married Gertrude Erickson, 
Together, they enjoyed the remaining eight 
years of his life. Gertrude Damron still resides 
in Bentley 

C.F. was aman with aheart of gold. He leda 
full and active life and still had time for his fam- 
ily, who remember him as “Big Grandad”. Itwas 
Monday, May 10, 1965, when this veteran auicti- 
‘oneer passed on, but his memory is stil alive 
today. 





DAMRON, JOHN AND MAGGIE 
By Dorothy Hopkins 

My dad was born in Basco, Illinois on May 
27, 1873, and my mother in Kentucky (town un~ 
known), May 10, 1875. They were married Au- 
gust 22, 1894 and continued to live in the States 
until 1902. At that time they came with Dad's 
brother, Clarence, his wife, Martha (Matt) and 
their son, Joseph, two years of age, and settled 
on homesteads west and north of Bentley - East 
half of 36-40-2-5. 

‘About 1908, the two families moved into 
Bentley and in January, 1907, opened the Dam. 
ron Bros. meat market. After a few years Bert 
‘Thorp bought out Clarence's interest, as by that 
time, Clarence was a full-ledged auctioneer. 
They delivered meat to the cottagers at Gull 

















John and Magaie Damron and nephew, Joe, on homes 
tead - 1906 


Lake by team and democrat, and this was car- 
ried on by Bert Thorp, Dad sold the butcher 
shop to Bert about 1921 

In 1918, the spring after the railroad came: 
into Bentley, Dad built the stockyards and 
bought hogs for both Swift Canadian and P. 
Bums, having buyers in Forshee and Rimbey, 
and later at Bluffton and Hoadley. Hehad been a 
stock man all his adult life and had worked in the 
stockyards in Omaha for a number of years be- 
fore coming to Alberta, so bought and sold cat- 
tle in addition to the hog business. 

Soon after moving to Bentley from the 
homestead, the brothers bought the S.W. 23 
40-1-5 and built two houses there, My parents 
lived there untii 1825 and then rented the 
farm and moved into Bentley. They lived there 
for the rest of their lives, with the exception of 
fone year, which they spent in Calgary. They 
celebrated their 50th anniversary in 1944, just 
before moving to the city but after one year, 
decided life in a small town suited them best. 
so moved back 

| was born in 1907, soon after the move to 
Bentley, but was born in Illinois, where my 
mother had gone to be with her mother and wait 
for my arrival. | was brought up here by train 
when | was seven weeks old, so am almost a 
native Albertan, 

Mother's health was never good but she 
took an active part in any community life she 
could and did a lot of work for the Red Cross 
during the first war. She was one of many excel 
lent cooks in the district and kept boarders 
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school teachers and bank clerks - for many 
years 

Dad was an avid curler and went to many 
bonspiels. He was also a good horseshoe 
pitcher and entered many tournaments and | am 
told he made forty-six ringers out of fifty shoes 
pitched. 

During the day when Brownlow's Landing 
was the favorite summer resort, Dad had a cot- 
tage built, near several owned by Jabez McPher- 
son and next to one owned by W.B. Cairns, who 
was the bank manager in Bentley. Many wond- 
erful times were enjoyed there and my children 
have fond memories of the cottage. There was a 
tennis court out in front and people came from 
allalong the beach to enjoy a game and visit with 
neighbors. 

‘After a long iliness, Mother passed away in 
the Lacombe Hospital in April, 1949, and was 
buried in Bentley. Dad came to live with us after 
her passing. We were living on the farm south of 
town at that time and when we moved to Laombe 
in 1950, he went with us, His health failed after 
that and he too died in the Lacombe Hospital in 
1955 and was buried in Bentley. 





John and Maggie Damron and Harol 
kins on Damron’s S0th wedding anniversary 1944 








DAMRON, N.T. FAMILY 
By Mabel Hunter 

NT. (Dick) Damron was born January 20, 
1906 in Lacombe and was the third son of Mr. 
and Mrs, C. F. Damron, 

‘As a young man, he helped his dad on the 
farm and with the cattle while taking his school- 
ing in Bentley. 

In 1928 he went to Camrose Normal Schoo! 
and after graduating, taught the first year at 
Stavely, then in Sedgewick, Gull Lake schoo! 
near Lacombe and seven years as principal in 
Bentley. While in Sedgewick, he married Ma- 
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bel Margaret Rombough, daughter of an old 
pioneer family. 

Dick and Mabe! moved to the farm north of 
Bentley, where, as well as farming, heran alerge 
herd of good, purebred Hereford cattle and took 
many prizes at fairs around the country, 

In 1943, Dick started in the auctioneer busi- 
rness with his dad until C.F. passed away in 1965 

Due to ill health, Dick sold all his cattle in 
1968 and passed away after a lengthy illness in 


June, 1970, 





Four generations of Damrons 
CF, Dick, Bob, Ralph 





We had a family of three sons and one 
daughter. The oldest son, Bob, farmed with his 
dad for many years, after working for some time 
for the C.B.C. in Lacombe and Winnipeg. He is 
now retired on an acreage north of Bentley. Our 
second son, Joseph Glen (Dick) is an accomp: 
lished writer and singer of country and western 
music, He has recorded fourteen albums and 
several singles. He has been named Top Male 
Vocalist for three years in succession and has 
many other awards for song writing and enter- 
tainment. He has made several singing tours of 
England and Europe as well as going to Nash- 
ville for recording sessions. He also has an 
acreage north of Bentley which he calls home 
but spends much of his time travelling. Howard, 
the youngest son, is ahelicopter pilot, now stati- 
ned in Atlin, B.C. He worked several years as 
manager for Trans-West Helicopter Service in 
Whitehorse and Dawson City. Lorna, our only 
daughter, lives in Innisfail, where she works in 








the Bank of Nova Scotia. We had 8 grandchild- 
ren and 4 greatchildren. 

In 1974 I married Roy Hunter in the old C.F. 
Damron home in Bentley, where we still ive and 
spend our winters in Arizona. 


DAMRON, WEBSTER WASHINGTON 

Webb, as he was known locally, was an un- 
cle to John, Clarence and Harry Damron, 

Before coming to Canada, he worked in the 
stockyards at Omaha, Nebraska, for many years 
and it was there he became involved in an acci- 
dent, while branding cattle, and from which he 
never fully recovered. He lay unconscious in the 
hospital for a long time. Being unable to return 
to his old job, he decided to come to Canada, 
where he had relatives and arrived in Bentley 
about 1913, 

Webb plowed gardens with his old team, 
Joe and Charlie, and he was very fond:and 
proud of them, even though they occasionally 
ran away and left him to walk home. 

He bought the Erskine house, east and 
north of Bentley and moved it into the north 
edge of town, where he and his wife Kitty lived 
Until she returned to the States. Later Webb 
moved to the Brady Palmer acreage, which was 
across from where the High School now stands, 
andlived there until he died in the winter of 1932, 
at the age of seventy-six years 

He was a good Old Time Fiddler and played 
right up until he died. He was buried in the Ben- 
tley cemetery. 








DANE, JOHN 8. 
By Kenneth L, Dane 
Recollections of a child immigrant of 1903, 

My father, John 8. Dane, arrived in an immi 
grant box car at Blackfalds, Alberta in early July, 
4903, | arrived at the same place with my mother 
and older sister a few days later. About thesame 
time my father homesteaded the S.W. 28-39-1- 
W5. That homestead became my home for the 
next thirty years. 

While | was a mere child of three years on 
arrival in Alberta, still | have a good memory of 
many events and problems of those early years, 
and as a retired teacher with over forty years of 
teaching experience in Alberta classrooms and 
the holder of two University Degrees, | fee! that | 
am qualified, and perhaps have a duty to set 
forth my recollections of those early pioneer 
days as they apply to this township and in partic: 








tular to the neighborhood and community 
around my father's homestead. Strictly speak- 
ing that community included arow of sections in 
township 40 along the north side of township 39, 

Besides my father, |can recall that his immi- 
grant car contained two horses, harness for 
three horses, a one horse buggy with harness to 
match, three cows, a lumber wagon with double 
box and spring with lazy back, a set of bob 
sleighs, two sections of drag harrows, a disc 
harrow, a mower and self dump hay rake, a 
plough, sixty rods of woven wire for hog fence, 
two logging chains, two hand saws, a crosscut 
saw, a buck saw, an axe, a garden hoe, agarden 
rake, a spade, a shovel, and alimited assortment 
of othertools. There was also feed forhis horses 
and cattle and about 1000 board feet of lumber 
to be used later for the floor and roof of a log 
house. 

The car also carried our household effects: 
two beds, a sofa, two tables, four chairs, two 
bedroom dressers, a kitchen cupboard, a wood 
cook stove with reservoir and hearth. There was 
also a considerable number of dishes, pots and 
pans. There was also a child's wagon and 
handsleigh, and the wheels and axles of an old 
baby buggy which became my possessions for 
play. 

My parents lived in Blackfalds for a fow 
‘weeks, perhaps a month, then moved with their 
Possessions to the homestead of a bachelor 
named Henry Stone. The nearest corner of his 
homestead was one half mile due north of the 
nearest corner of my father's, Henry Stone al 
lowed my parents to use his log shack for a few 
weeks while they built a house on their own 
homestead. | can well remember a raw windy 
day in late summer or autumn when my parents 
set out in the lumber wagon to move to their 
homestead. My mother drove the horses and my 
father went ahead with an axe to remove wind- 
fall trees that blocked the road along the cutline 
left by the earlier survey crew. We finally 
reached the northwest comer of my father's ho- 
mestead and a site was selected for the house. 
To protect me from the cold wind my father 
nailed two horse blankets to three trees in a 
semi-circle fashion, built afire near the centre of 
that semi-circle, and placed me between the fire 
and the blankets to keep me warm while both my. 
parents worked on the house. | fancy | soon fell 
asleep for | remember no more of that day's 
activities. A few days later a neighborhood bee 
of men gathered at the site. Some men cutdown 
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trees while others, with their teams of horses, 
dragged those trees to the site, Others peeled 
the logs and still others placed the logs in place 
for the walls, | think my father did most of the 
finishing work. The boards he had brought in 
the box car provided the roof and floor. Under- 
neath was a cellar. The house had four windows 
and one door. The cracks between the logs were 
plastered with mortar inside and out and the 
outside was banked with dirt. Itwas quite warm 
inside the house during the winter, and the 
wood cookstove provided all the heat required. 
‘There was plenty of good dry wood close by the 
house for fuel, but it had to be cut into lengths 
suitable for the cookstove, and this proved quite 
a chore for my mother during the winter days 
when my father was not at home. 

In addition to the house my father had to 
find time to build a log barn for the cows and 
horses, and a corral around the barn to hold 
them at night during warm weather. He also had 
to find time to use his mower and rake to put up 
hay from the grass, vetch and peavine which 
abounded at the time. That was the only feed 
available for stock the first winter but was quite 
adequate. 

With his wife and children housed for the 
winter it became vitally necessary for my father 
to find work to provide the food forus. He finally. 
did find employment with a man whose name | 
shall spellas Joe Bouquette, probably a French 
Canadian. He had established a sawmill on the 
‘S.W. 10-39-1-W5, which was four miles from our 
home. It was too far for him to return home 
except for Sunday week-ends. In later years | 
remember my father saying that his wages at the 
sawmill was $15.00 per month. He was not paid 
in cash but had to accept Bouquette's credit ata 
store for groceries and other needs. | think he 
had to use this credit at a Red Deer store. In any 
case, that credit, along with some butter made 
from the milk of our cows and traded for grocer- 
jes, kept the wolf of starvation from our door that 
first winter in Alberta. 

The pioneer settlers of this community had 
one great economic advantage- the open range. 
It provided both feed in the winter and pasturein 
summer, for both horses and cattle, and these in 
turn provided beasts of burden, meat, milk, but- 
ter and cheese for the table. For the first five to 
ten years of our pioneer days, sections 20, 27, 
and 28 were also open range. 

My father's homestead, when we first ar- 
rived, had enough open area that he could use 
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his mower and rake to cut and stack considera- 
ble hay to feed his stock during the winter 
months. The hay was largely vetch and peavine 
and grew to heights of 20 to 24 inches. It made 
wonderful feed but unfortunately such legumes 
grow each year from seed, and by removing the 
hay my father also removed the seed so that the 
legumes disappeared in about two years, to be 
replaced by much shorter grass that made less 
hay, and of inferior quality, However, during the 
first year, I've often heard my mother say how 
the cows would come back to the corral in late 
afternoon and baw! to be milked, to relieve their 
udders. 

‘The early settlers tried many schemes to 
supplement their income, |can relate three such 
ventures tried by my father. There was first the 
burning of limestone; second the drilling of 
water wells for farm use; and third, the organi- 
zation of a cream route by which he was paid 
to haul cream to a Bentley creamery. 

The limestone venture involved too much 
time and labour and it was not considered eco- 
nomically feasible, so was discontinued after 
‘one year's operation. The well driling outfit, and 
the two men drilled on various farms east of 
Blackfalds all summer. For his share of the work 
my father may or may not have received some 
cash, but | feol certain that whatever cash was, 
actually earned and received was applied to the 
cost of the outfit and the expense of operation. | 
do know that a considerable part of the payment 
for these wells was taken in the form of cattle. | 
do know that my father received six or eight 
head of cows and in the late fall he sold his share 
of the outfit to Shepherd for amoderately good 
team of draft horses and a well drilled on his own 
homestead at a later date. This venture was 
more successful than the lime kiln but it separ- 
ated my father from his family an entire summer 
‘except for a few weekends, and my mother had 
to accept full responsibility for the homestead 
and our limited possessions, in his absence, 

‘The Cream Route:- About 1909 or 1810 my 
father accepted the job of picking up cream 
from the various neighbors and delivering it to 
the Bentley Creamery. As I remember, he made 
two trips a week during the summer and one 
during the winter. The creamery supplied him 
with two or three large barrels with tight covers, 
tostore the cream in transit. He also hada spring 
balance to weigh each patron's cream, and set 
Of test bottles into which my father placed a 
‘small sample of each patron's cream, so that the 








creamery could later determine its butter fat 
content, as the basis on which to make payment. 
The total length of the cream route was about 
twenty miles. | think my father operated this, 
venture for two years. It served the homes of 
eight to ten settlers, and at times there may have 
been more, This route must have included the 


Norwegian settlement 

‘The early settlers paid two kinds of taxes on 
their land, The School Tax was nearly always 
paid in cash and amounted to about $8.00 per 
quarter or .05¢ per acre. Because these taxes 
were paid in cash there was always a strong 
resistance to any increase. Local Improvement 
taxes were spent almost entirely on roads. 
While these taxes could be paid in cash they 
were usually paid in labour. In general each 
settler was required to work two days with aman 
and two horses to pay his taxes on a quarter 
section. The rate was considered to be $10.00 
per quarter and a man and team were deemed to 
earn $5.00 for 10 hours of work. The absentee 
land owners had to pay in cash, which was used 
to pay for equipment, culverts, and other ex- 
penses. The total improvement tax was $10.00 
per quarter but since it could be paid in labour 
there was less resistance to any increase. 
Climatic Conditions in Pioneer Days:- 

In the years prior to the end of World War 1 
there seemed to be heavier rainfall than in the 
following years. Certainly the water table was 
much higher. Most ravines had flowing creeks, 
many fed by springs that caused the creeks to 
flow the year round. Low areas were often filled 
with water, making the existence of sloughs very 
common. in many places hand dug wells 10 to 
15 feet deep would do for domestic use. On one 
‘occasion a spring broke out on my father's farm 
from a gopher hole on a high hillside, that 
flowed for several weeks. About the same time 
there were two instances of steam tractors at 
threshing time, sinking down to Free Water ona 
high, and what appeared to be, dry roadbed. | 
‘am well aware that rainfall statistics in those 
years are little different from those of today, but 
probably the extensive covering of bush and 
grass prevented the run-off of rain and snow. 

‘There was also the problem of early frosts. 
The cool air in the hilly areas would settle in the 
valleys and warm air would rise to the higher 
levels. This was frost drainage, which often 
saved the crops on the higher land at the ex- 
pense of those in the valleys. In the river valley | 
have known potato vines to freeze right to the 





ground in July, while in the hilly areas they 
would still be green in October. These frost 
areas had an effect on land values. Many farm- 
ers tended to either trade their low area for 
those in the hills, or buy such land for larger 
‘operations. Wheat always tended to freeze in 
the valley. | remember one farmer coming to 
buy enough seed wheat to seed three acres for 
chicken feed. It produced 90 bushels of frozen 
grain. As the land was cleared drainage was 
more rapid. New varieties of grain were deve- 
loped, fertilizers introduced, larger high pow- 
ered machinery came into use and grain de- 
veloped as early on the low land as on the 
hills. The winters, too, were more severe in the 
early years. It was common for the tempera- 
ture to dip to -60 F., or lower, and not rising 
higher than ~40 F. in the “heat of the day”. Ev- 
eryone talked about the exceptionally cold 
winter of 1906-07, when the temperature never 
rose above -20 F. for six consecutive weeks. 

‘Another severe winter was 1919-20, when 
the snow came Oct, 20 and remained until May 
3, Heavy snowfall and shortage of feed, as well 
as cold temperatures, resulted in the loss of 
thousands of cattle, 

Development:- 

Most of the pioneer homes were small and 
built of logs. By the outbreak of the first World 
War some of these had been replaced by frame 
structures and many others had been enlarged. 
Also by this time practically every farm had been 
fenced and many subdivided into areas for fields 
and pastures. The open range had all but disap- 
peared. By this time the prairie trails had been 
replaced by dirt roads, built with horse drawn 
graders. Bridges over the Blindman River were 
built reasonably close to each other and small 
streams had wooden bridges. There was no 
gravel or tard surfacing, and the dirt roads 
turned to mud with every rain or spring thaw. 
The Telephone:- 

In the late fall of 1910 the Provincial Govern: 
ment built the first rural telephone line out of 
Bentley. It ran south from Bentley two miles, 
then two miles west, then three and a half south. 
My father's house remained the end of the line 
for about ten years. The line served ten ortwelve 
families the first year, but branch lines were 
soon added. Every phone on the line rang whe- 
never one neighbor called another, and all could 
listen in on the conversation by the simple act of 
taking down the receiver. It was especially use- 
ful in emergencies, when all were alerted by one 
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long ring. In the same year a line was built west 
from Blackfalds. We could phone anyone on 
that line but had to go through Bentley, La- 
combe, to Blackfalds. This meant a toll charge 
of about .40¢ for three minutes. The original cost 
of the rural telephone was $15.00 per year, paid 
quarterly. 

The Motor Car: 

About 1915 or a litte earlier the motor car 
made its appearance and by 1920 nearly all the 
farmers owned one. As used cars at that time 
were scarcely available, nearly all were pur- 
chased new. The Model T Ford had a price tag 
around $650.00 or $700.00. It had a high clear- 
ance to miss rocks, roots, and stumps, so com- 
mon in the middle of the road at that time. It was 
the cheapest car to buy but had some undesira- 
ble features. First of these was the lack of athird 
forward gear and the fact that the driver had to 
continuously press on 2 foot pedal to keep it in 
gear. That was a very tiresome ordeal when the 
driver had to come from town ten miles or more. 
in the mud and continuously press on that foot 
pedal. Another disadvantage was its lack of a 
battery and self starter. The operator had to 
move to the front of the car to start the motor 
with @ hand crank. If the motor stalled on the 
road he had to get out to start it again. The third 
disadvantage was poor lights. The lights oper- 
ated from a magneto built into the fly whee! and 
would only operate properly with the motor at 
high speed. If a driver slowed for a culvert or 
mud hole the lights dimmed at the very time he 
wanted them most, Its normal speed was 
about 20 m.p.h. but on good roads with an 
open throttle it could make about 45. 


‘A somewhat more expensive car equipped 
with battery, selfstarter, and standard gear shift, 
with a third speed forward, was the Chevrolet 
Model 490. Its price tag was $825.00 to $950.00, 
While it had more desirable qualities, it failed to 
take the road abuse of the cheaper Ford, and 
repairs cost more. The real effect of the motor 
car was to enlarge the size of the community. 
Whereas towns such as Lacombe and Red Deer 
were a four or five hour drive with horse and 
buggy, the car reduced this to 1% hours or 
less. While the car provided many benefits it 
weakened the social cement that bound peo- 
ple together. While people in early pioneer 
days had to look to their close neighbors for 
mutual assistance, the car made them less de- 
pendent on one another 
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The People: 

‘The early pioneer neighborhood consisted 
of fifteen to twenty families plus a few more in 
the fringe areas, | believe all the families except 
two had immigrated to Canada from the U.S.A. 
Several were of Scandinavian extract from 
North Dakota and the mid-western states. One 
family was English and one from Ontario. In so 
far as | can remember all were non-Catholic. 
‘One man in the community was known to use 
alcohol, and only about three used tobacco. 
‘The boys and young men definitely avoided the 
use of either, and all women were absolute 
teetotalers. When a young couple married it 
became a custom to shivaree them. This was 
in reality a house warming. On these occa- 
sions the groom passed cigars to the men only 
and perhaps a third would partake. | think this, 
nonsmoking tendency is well illustrated by an 
event that occured at a noon day meal at 
threshing time. There were ten or twelve men 
around the table when one exclaimed, “Well, 
this is one h--- of a threshing crew.” “Why? 
came one voice, “There's not a man on it that 
smokes.” came the reply. 

People were good neighbors to each other. 
Equipment of one neighbor, when not in use, 
was always available to the use of others. "Work 
Bees" were common and neighbors frequently 
‘exchanged work when tasks were too difficult 
for one man 
Markets:- 

In those days there were no shopping cen- 
tres but a “General Store” that sold everything 
from barb wire to tea and sugar, at both Bentley 
and Sylvan Lake. Blackfalds was the nearest 
railway centre. The homesteaders would trade 
butter and eggs for essentials such as sugar, 
salt, flour. This barter for wearing apparel was 
supplemented with currency, but the use of 
cheques was very rare. Credit did exist and 
nearly everyone made some use of it. The 
merchant simply gave you what you needed 
and the customer paid at a later date, Some 
was never repaid 

‘About 1910 to 1912 some limited marketing 
of grain and livestock began to develop at La- 
‘combe. Grain was hauled to the elevators there. 
Drovers from Lacombe would scout the west 
country for hogs and arrange dates for hogs to 
be delivered there, to make up a carload; to be 
shipped to the Calgary Stock Yards. The farmer 
received about $6.00 per owt. live weight. 
‘About 1909 or 1910 the Canadian Northern 








Railway reached Sylvan Lake and later built 
westward to Nordegg. At about the same time 
the Alberta Central Railway built westward 
through Sylvan Lake to Rocky Mountain House. 
Soon afterwards the C.P.R. took possession of 
Alberta Central and by 1915 or 16 farmers were 
able to shovel grain into cars at Sylvan Lake for 
shipment to the Lakehead. About two years later 
an elevator was built at Sylvan Lake and that 
village became a close point for grain shipment. 

In the fall of 1917 the Lacombe and North- 
western Railway was built into Bentley. A grain 
elevator and stockyards soon followed and Ben- 
tley became the grain and livestock market for 
the area. Within one or two years as many as 
nine carloads of hogs were shipped out on this 
railway in one day. During the next few years 
until about 1920 prices remained high and many 
farmers paid off their debts and became pros- 
perous. The farm tractor made its appearance 
and motor cars came into common use. 

Rainy Creek Church:- (see complete history by 
Marion Cabelka) 

One supplementary benefit of the church 
service in early days was the mail delivery. The 
N.S, Nelson home was on the main road trom 
Bentley and next door to the church. Inside the 
door of the Nelson home they kept a fairly large 
box. Any neighbor going to Bentley during the 
week would bring out the Rainy Creek mail and 
drop it into the Nelson box. From that box 
people would pick up their mail after church 
service. In 1914 the Federal Government es- 
tablished a rural mail delivery west from 
Blackfalds and a short time later a similar 
route was established from Bentley. The two 
routes touched but did not cross at the N.S.” 
Nelson corner. From that date forward the 
mail service of the Nelson home became re- 
dundant. 

The Cartitt School (see complete history 
under that heading) 

This school was almost exactly one half 
mile from my home, | commenced my school 
days there in the spring of 1906. The teacher was 
a man named Saunders and he taught me for 
about six weeks, | can't recall having any class- 
mates. For my first lesson he drew three large 
letters on the blackboard. One was a large T, 
and another a large L. | can't recall the third. My 
assignment was to copy those letters on my 
slate, | can't remember another thing | learned 
or did that spring. Mr. Saunders left in the 
spring, moved to Rimbey and married a girl 


named Rimbey. | heard no more of him until 
recent years when | became acquainted with an 
eldetiy retired teacher, Chas. E. Bowker. | was 
thrilled to discover that this same Saunders had 
been responsible for Bowker coming west to 
teach school near Rimbey. Bowker and Saund- 
‘ers had been Normal School classmates at the 
turn of the century. Chas. Bowker passed away 
in 1978, 

My next teacher was aman named Aires. He 
‘came from P.E.|. and taught on a permit. He was 
a kind hearted man and earned the respect of 
the community, but his teaching methods were 
interspersed with threats of the “Dunce Schoo! 
and a rope to hang one by the feet to allow 
intelligence to flow downwards to the head. He 
used recitation periods and as | was the only 
child in grade 1 the recitations were few and far 
between. | do remember one lesson in a primer, 
It showed a litle girl running to meet a lady and 
words ran something like this. "See Mary Jane. 
‘She runs to meet Miss Rose. Miss Rose stoops to 
kiss her." 

Mr. Aires used to go home, a short distance 
trom school, to get his noonday meal, and on 
fone occasion | had seen one of the older boys 
chase a senior girl, catch her, pull her hands 
from her face and plant a kiss thereon, 

After helping me with the sentence in the 
primer, Mr. Aires said to me, “You know what it 
‘means to kiss a person?” “Oh yes." | answered. 
have you ever seen a boy kiss a girl?” came the 
next question. Having been taught the virtue of 
truth and honesty, | responded with the full de- 
tails, names and all! Numerous snickers and gi- 
gles throughout the room followed this 
response, but Aires never said aword to anyone. 
The boy responsible looked very sheepish and 
the girl turned red in the face. As for myself, | 
never received the slightest criticism or harass- 
ment from the other pupils, nor the boy or girl 
concerned. 

Nearly all the teachers who followed Aires 
taught by assignment and used his teaching 
methods. We learned a lot indirectly by listening 
in on the recitation periods of the senior pupils. 

About 1909 the Calgary Normal School be- 
gan to graduate two classes of teachers each 
year. One class was from Sept. 1 to Jan. 1 and 
the second from Jan. 1t0 April 30. These trained 
teachers were much better and added to the 
supply of teachers, enabling school to run for 
ten months. A few years later when Camrose 
Normal was opened, the period of teacher train- 
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ing was extended to eight months, adding to 
the quality of teachers, 

Today one frequently hears criticism, and 
even ridicule oftheLittle Red Schoolhouse. The 
school taxes were $8,00 to $10.00 per quarter 
section and Crown Lands were exempt. Taxes 
were supplemented by Provincial grants of 
about $1.00 per day. Nevertheless, on these li- 
mited resources the School Board supplied a 
building, heated it, repaired it, furnished it, 
supplied the text books and a smail library and 
aid the teacher's salary. Most of the pupils fin- 
ished Grade 8 Departmental Examinations and 
many even grade 9 and 10 from these rural 
‘schools. | think it would be fair to say that each 
dollar spent on schools in those days provided 
many times the educational benefits that the 
dollar does today. 

Entertainment:- To be under separate heading 
for Rainy Creek, 

In conclusion | would again remind the 
reader that after so many years, particularly in- 
cluding those of early childhood, the foregoing 
is almost certain to contain many inaccuracies 
land poor judgements, but | can vouch that itis 
an honest attempt at the truth, | trust it may 
prove to be of some future interest and use to 
posterity. 

‘The Dane family consisted of two boys and 
two girls. Goldie, the oldest, married Clarence 
Stanley, now deceased. Kenneth marriod An- 
rie Miller, living in Edmonton. Cora (a chosen 
daughter) married Clarence Powell, also de- 
ceased. Malcolm lives in Calgary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dane retired to Sylvan Lake, 
where they lived until Mr. Dane's death, Mrs. 
Dane continued living there for a time, later 
moving to Calgary, where she passed away. 
Both are buried in the Bentley Cemetery. 


DAVEY, ARTHUR 
By Nancy Nolan 

Arthur Davey was born at Bulkworthy near 
Bideford Devonshire, England November 19, 
1898. He was the eldest son, and second child, 
of a family of seven. He started school at 
Woolsey then moved to Milton Damerell School 
when his father, who was a master blacksmith, 
went into farming. He left school at age 14 to 
work for his father on the farm, and remained 
there until he joined the army to serve with the 
Devonshire Regiment; training in Ireland, and 
then served in Belgium and France to the end of 
World War |. After sesing more of the world, he 











Art Davey: 


couldn't settle and had a desire to travel, so he 
‘emigrated to Canada in 1920. He travelled by 
ship to the east coast and then working at 
various jobs, he worked his way across Canada 
until he reached Alberta. In 1922 he worked for 
Mr. James Walters near Joffre, and later for Mr. 
Henry. In 1924 he bought an improved 
homestead at Lac La Biche. In 1926 he came to 
the Gull Lake district where he farmed the 
quarter now owned by Louis Cabelka. In 1932he 
moved to the Osgood farm near Bentley which 
he later purchased and lived there until his death 
in March 1966. 

Art was an ardent fisherman, fishing 
through the ice in the winter and from the 
streams and lakes during the summer. Curling 
‘was his favorite winter sport and he volunteered 
many hours of work in building the Bentley 
Curling Rink. He was the “trouble shooter” for 
the Gull Lake phone company and, regardless. 
of the weather, he was always on the job to 
make the repairs. If Art had a nickname it 
would have to be "Mr. Fix-It” as he repaired all 
his own machinery, tools, furniture, shoes, and 
in general, anything that needed fixing. Art 
was a good neighbor and was always ready 








and willing to lend a hand whenever and wher= 
ever he was needed. Although Art never went 
back to England he kept in touch with his fam- 
ily and faithfully wrote to his mother every 
week 


DAWSON BROTHERS, 
GEORGE AND MARSHALL 
By George Dawson 

George and Marshall Dawson came to Ben- 
tley in the spring of 1944. We bought the dray 
business from Ernie Peterson. As the work was 
too much for one outfit, we added another team 
and wagon. | am including a picture of us un- 
loading a car of salt, shipped here from the Fort 
McMurray salt mines. The salt was divided be- 
tween Bentley Mercantile, Red & White Store, 
and John Blish’s general store. The team we 
used on the load in the picture was known asthe 
"Big Blues” 

‘After a few years in the business known as 
the Dawson Brothers Coal and Cartage, | sold 
my share to Marshall. | worked a few years at 
different jobs until | took the job of Village Fore~ 
man, which | held for about 14 years. | think it 
was the most interesting work |have ever done. | 
also had the pleasure of coaching Little League 
and Pony League ball. In Pony League we won 
the Central Alberta Championship in 1962 when 
Dick Rook was manager. 


DEAK, MR. & MAS. MIKE 
By Elmer A. Calkins 

Mike Deak was born in Hungary in Sep- 
‘tember, 1885. His wife was born in March of the 
same year. They came to Calkins Valley in 1925, 
buying the quarter section where George Ha- 
milton, had lived, the Lockhart homestead 
They had eight children in all. Mary was the 
oldest, age 16. She and Mike, Junior were the 
only survivors of the 1918 flu. The other six 
younger children had all died with the flu. While 
attending the funeral of one, they found that the 
others had died. 

‘Mike was a very good farmer; very neat 
about the farm; a good neighbor, and all the 
family was a credit to the community. Mrs. Deak 
was a very good cook and housekeeper. She 
was known throughout the valley for her poppy 
cake. 

‘Mary tried to go to school at Calkins Valley, 
but not being able to speak English, gave up at 
the age of thirteen. She worked as a house- 
keeper for Dr. McLean at the Ponoka Hospital, 
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before marryingaMr. Bannerman. After moving 
to Mission, B.C. she passed away at the age of 48 
with cancer. 

Mike, Jr, married and had two children, 
While living with his parents on a fruit farm at 
Mission, B.C. he contracted cancer and went to 
Rochester for treatment. However, he died at 
age 45. His wife still resides in Calgary. 

Another son, Addris, was born on the ho- 
mestead in 1925. He met with a fatal accident 
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when only three years old, being kicked in the 
head by a horse. Dr. Henry attended him but he 
lived only a few hours. 

They left the farm and went to Mission, B.C. 
on a fruit farm, They stayed there for a few 
years, finally moving to Calgary to be with the 
daughter-in-law, who had her home there after 
Mike, Jr., her husband, passed away. 

Mike passed away in 1959, and Mrs. Deak 
died in 1975, 








Mr, & Mrs. Mike Deak 


DICKAU, HERMAN AND BEULAH 
By Beulah Webster Dickau 


[came to Ponoka, North West Territories, in 
‘August, 1900, with my parents, the O.L. Webster 
family. We lived around Ponoka until 1934. My 
family came from Nebraska 

I married Herman Dickau in 1917, He came 
with his family from Nebraska in 1902. We had 
four sons, Roy, Vernon, Donald, and Harvey; 
and two daughters, Elsie, now Mrs. Andrew Hol- 
men, and Dorothy, now Mrs. Gordon Johnson, 
‘The Herman Dickau family moved from Ponoka 
to a farm on the west side of Gull Lake, three 
miles north of Bentley, in 1934, At that time the 
farm was owned by Mert Challand. In the spring 
of 1935 we moved into Bentley, living in rented 
houses, until we moved the Jabez McPherson 
cottage from Brownlow's Landing, to the east 
side of Bentley, where we established our home, 
Our early neighbors at that time were Mrs, 
Gunn, Mr. & Mrs. Goe Pederson, Mr. Charlie 
Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Hewitt, and Mr. & 
Mrs. Bud Damron, 

| was school librarian from 1950 to 1961, 
and newspaper correspondent for 15 years. | 
took an active partin Sunday School and church 
work, for 40 years. | also held offices in the 
Legion Auxiliary, the U.C.W., and the Royal Pur- 
ple Lodge. Herman took part in village activities 
until we moved into Lacombe Senior Citizens 
Lodge in 1974, Herman passed away there in 
1976, 

‘Our sons, Roy and Donald, farmed for years, 
north of Bentley, after serving in the war of 1940 
to 1945, They are now retired and living in Ben- 





tley. Roy married Norma Harper and Donald 
married Joan Neal both raising their families in 
the Bentley district. Elsie and Andrew Holmen 
live in the Vig district, and Dorothy and Gordon 
Johnson live at Sylvan Lake. Vernon and Harvey 
live in B.C. 

In the years 1935 to 1950 Herman worked on 
farms, did carpenter work, sawed wood, ground 
grain, and plowed land with his tractor outfit. He 
tilled land for many farmers in the Bentley area, 
working at night. 

| used to iron clothes for .25* a day in the 
1990's, and baby sat for 5 cents a night. It was 
hard going but we never went on welfare. There 
‘were no children's allowances in those days. 

| now reside in the West Park Nursing Home 
in Red Deer, after living most of my life in Cen- 
tral Alberta. | am now eighty years old. 


DICKAU. ROY & FAMILY 
By Norma Dickau 


Roy Dickau was born at Ponoka and took 
his schooling at Seatield, a country school three 
miles south of Ponoka, 

He moved to the Bentley district in 1934 
with his parents, Herman and Beulah Dickau 
and family; residing north of Bentley for one 
year on what was known as the "Snowdon" 
place. 

‘Moving into Bentley in the spring of 1935, 
Roy's first job was for Rupert Huistel, south of 
town, for the princely sum of twenty-five cents a 
day, putting in very long days. 

He worked for numerous other farmers in 
the local area and then started driving atruck for 
Percy Lowe, and the long gas haul for Dave 
Schumaker, out of Calgary. Wages were 1% 
cents a mile in those years, 

Roy joined the Canadian Army, R.C.A.S.C. 
in June, 1940, landing in England in early Sep- 
tember. He served in England until the invasion 
‘of France in June, 1944, and served from the 
Beaches of Normandy: seeing action in France, 
Belgium, Holland, and Germany. He returned 
home in June 1945 and was discharged in 
August, 

He bought part of the Mert Challand land 
with help from the Veteran's Land Act, moving 
back to the same place on Gull Lake, (the 
Snowden place) in 1946. This was later known 
as Dickau's Point. 

He didn't like batching with brother Don, 
and had met Norma Harper, who clerked in her 
















































grandfather's store, (the John Blish General 
Store). I thought maybe could get my groceries 
wholesale. However, Grandpa fooled me and 
sold out, but Roy and | were married anyway in 
December, 1946, 

We raised a family of six; Derek and Jerry 
who are in the Insurance business; Valerie Sel- 
tenrich, who lives in the Crestomere district 
Janice Shaw who lives north of Rimbey: and 
Dennis and Eddie, who both live in Edmonton. 

Roy and brother Don farmed together until 
1974, when they sold their farm and had an auc- 
tion sale in April 1975. 

Roy and | retired to Bentley, where we live 
the good life, and enjoy our family and 
grandchildren, 

Another interest is travelling in our motor 
home with our boat on behind, doing some fish- 
ing. The trip to Campbell River, 8.C., salmon 
fishing is very much looked forward to every fal 
‘And - as we say - "Fishermen don't lie, we catch 
the big ones!" 





DICKIE, ROBERT AND FAMILY 


Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dickie and their two 
youngest children, Myrna and Lynda, came to 
the Bentley district in 1953, from Saskatchewan. 
They bought a small acreage on the north side 
of Sylvan Lake, which had been @ portion of the 
Ole Solberg property. The girls went by bus to 
the Bentley school, and Mrs. Dickie's mother, 
Mrs. Paterson, lived in a small house inthe yard. 
It was a nice change after being in town. They 
kept chickens, pigs and a few cows, had a 
garden and picked a lot of berries. Mr. Dickie 
helped some of the neighbours in seeding time 
and harvest. He worked for both Sid and Frank 
‘Thompson and others. Myrna finished school 
‘and went to work for A.G.T, In 1959she returned 
to Bentley and was married in the Grace Luthe- 
ran Church to Dennis Vig. Twenty two years 
later, their daughter Sherry was married in the 
same church to Evorett Harstad. She lives ona 
farm in the Bentley district. Their son Michael 
lives with his parents on an acreage near Gull 
Lake, and works in Red Deer, as do Myrna and 
Dennis. In 1960 Mr. & Mrs, Dickie moved to 
Sylvan Lake where he became the first mail man 
fon their rural route which had just started. He 
drove that route for 6 years. Lynda finished her 
education and was married in Sylvan Lake to 
Robert Cardinal of Red Deer. They have two 
children. Darren and Stephanie, and reside in 
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‘Sherwood Park. Mr. Dickie passed away in 1975, 
and Mrs. Dickie and son Clifford still reside in 
Sylvan Lake. 


DOBOS, VALENTINE 
By Helen Fillinger, and 
Therese Rogers (nee Hermary) 


Valentine Dobos came to Canada from San- 
fala, Czechoslovakia, in 1924, and stayed with 
his sister, Mrs. Joe Georgy. He worked in the 
istrict on the railway and at cement trowelling, 
until he was able to buy the farm Nis 3-41-2-5, 
Then he sent for his wife, Anna, and son Eu- 
gene, who was 6 years old, and daughter, He- 
len, aged 7. They landed at Bentley Nov. 28, 
1930, 

They all stayed with the Georgy family the 
first winter. They added to the farmhouse before 
moving over in the spring. In the fall of 1931 
another son, Leslie, was born to them, 

Valentine bought @ team of horses tor 
$45.00 and a cow for $10.00 at a farm sale at 
Eckville. The children went to school at the Cal- 
kins Valley school, and their first teacher was 
Eva Letray. 

In 1947 Helen married John Fillinger, and 
after retiring from their farm in the Tees district, 
now live in Ponoka. 








Valentine Dobos Family 
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In October, 1954, Eugene married Therese 
Hermary, continuing to reside on the farm until 
his sudden passing in November, 1974. Their 
son, Kenneth now operates the farm. 

Leslie was married to Fay Wingo, in Febru- 
ary, 1979, and they now live in Lacombe. 

Valentine Dobos passed away in June, 
4957, and Anna in August, 1967. 


DONALDSON, W.H.K. 


William H.K. Donaldson came to the Rainy 
Creek district from Ireland in 1913 and began 
teaching at the Carritt School, a position he held 
for 5/4 years, He taught later at Sunset, Meadow. 
brook and other districts. He owned and lived 
for some time on the farm at S.E. 29-39-1-5 and 
called Rainy Creek district ‘home’. He returned 
to Ireland about 1922, and continued teaching. 
He married there in 1989, and died the following 
year, aged 53, leaving a wife and infant daugh 
ter. 


DRINNAN, JAMES AND MARIE 
by Lena Marchildon 


Marie Marchildon was born in Midland, 
Ontario, in August, 1909, and came to Alberta 
with her parents and a brother, Wilfred, in 1910. 
Her other brother, Jerome, and sister, Celia, 
were born after the parents came west. She 
lived with the family on a homestead in the 
Lavesta district and took all her schooling at the 
Lavesta school. When she was eighteen, she 
went out to work and worked for Mrs 
McGillivary, who lived north-east of Rimbey. 
She worked there for quite some time and then 
went to Bentley, where she worked for Mr. & 
Mrs. M. Saint, Later she worked as a telephone 
operator and also worked for Mr. & Mrs. Holmes 
and then joined the staff of the Bentley 
Mercantile store. She worked there until her 
marriage to Jim Drinnan on December 26th, 
1941 

‘James Drinnan or Jim, as he was called, was, 
born in Glasgow, Scotland in December of 1895 
and came to Canada with his parents in 1905, 
and settled in Gadsby, Alberta 

Jim had 3 brothers, Dave, George and Bill 
and 2 sisters, Kate and Meg. 

He served in the armed forces overseas 
from 1916 to 1919. 

‘Jim came to Bentley in late 1933 or early 
4934 and clerked in the Bentley Mercantile 
February, 1947, when he was ap- 








sim andl Marie Drinnan - 1996 


pointed Postmaster for Bentley. Gardening 
and fishing were his hobbies. 

They had 2 children, Beatrice born in 
January 1945 and Forrest in March 1947. 


Jim passed away suddenly in August, 1947, 
and Marie continued living in Bentley. 

In February of 1949, we took the children as 
Marie was ill and unable to care for them. In the 
fall of 1951, she took the children back to 
Bentley and Beatrice took her grade one there. 
We took the children to live with us permanently 
in 1952 and Marie passed away in January 1953. 
We raised the children as our own and we are 
sure that Marie and Jim would have been proud 
of them, as we are, Jim and Marie had many 
friends who were very good to Marie and the 
children. 

Beatrice became a teacher and married 
Ronald Warnick, while she was teaching in 
Yellowknife. They have 2 children, Baird and 





Forrest and Beatrice Drinnan 


Brie-Anne and now live in Fort Saskatchewan, 
Alberta. 


Forrest went to Tech and studied in the 
telecommunications department and married 
Carol Plamondon from Trail, B.C. He works for 
Kootenay Power in Penticton, B.C. and they 
have 1 daughter, Pamela, 


DUNCAN, PERCY AND LILIAN 
By Ivy. Bigam 

Percival Noble Duncan was born in Gra~ 
hamsville, Ontario, August 26, 1891. He was 
raised in Toronto. Percy's father died when 
Percy was 12 years old. The Greenwood family 
‘came from Manchester, England, to Toronto in 
1902. Lilian Greenwood was born in Manchester 
December 25, 1899. Her three brothers were 
also born in Manchester. 

‘The two families were neighbors in To- 
ronto, Percy Duncan and Arthur Greenwood 
came “out West” on a slow train, that took 
eleven days from Toronto to Alberta, in 1911 
‘They worked in the harvest fields in the High 
River area, and while in Alberta, filed on ho- 
mesteads in what later became the Pollockville 
istrict, before returning to Toronto. However, 
the lure of two quarter sections, and a pre- 
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emption, was very appealing, so the Green- 
wood family and Percy Duncan returned to 
Brooks on April 1, 1912, to prove up on their 
homesteads and make their new home in the 
West. 

Percy stayed with the Greenwoods for two 
years, as they worked together to break the 
rocky prairie soil for grain farming. They had 
brought lumber, some livestock, and a walking 
plow from Ontario, so were able tostart building 
‘a house immediately. in 1914, Percy built a sod 
shack on his homestead and lived there while 
breaking his land, and bullding his house and 
barn 

He and Lilian Greenwood were married 
January 18, 1916. They travelled 40 miles to 
‘Youngstown in forty below weather with a team 
and sleigh, to be married. They had three child- 
ren, Ivy Lilian, born August 27, 1917; Doris Mar- 
garet, born June §, 1923, and Roy, born 
November 16, 1924. 

During the years 1912 to 1931, there was 
‘enough rain to produce two bumper crops and 
raise their hopes. Other years were dried out or 
hhailed out, and in 1931, after five consecutive 
years of being hailed out, the government pro- 
vided free freight for all settlers who wished to 
leave this area, 

Percy and Lilian and another family arrived 
at Sylvan Lake on August 27, 1931. They had two 
box cars loaded with livestock and machinery. 
Percy had to ride in the stock car with the horses 
and cattle to look after them, so they had to leave 
their 1927 Ford car in Hanna for a few months. 
Alter unloading their belongings from the train, 
and loading a wagon with furniture and personal 
effects they started the 8% mile trip to their new 
home. Ivy drove the four horse team with several 
horses being led behind and Percy started driv- 
ing the cattle on foot over the gravel road and 
rain filled ditches, to which the cattle strongly 
objected. After four miles they came to the An- 
drew Bigam farm. Andrew came out to the road 
and offered to keep the cattle in his corral over- 
night. This offer was gratefully accepted, and 
they continued on their way, over extremely 
muddy roads, on a very dark night, down and up 
the McConnell hill, which was so very steep. 
They had not been over this road before so did 
not know what to expect. Percy walked ahead 
carrying a lighted kerosene lantern, all the way 
to their new home on the S.W. -32-39-1-W.Sth., 
which had been Henry Peterson's homestead. 
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This was a very frightening experience, but wak- 
ing up to all the beautiful green trees and grass 
next morning, made this comparatively short 
butharrowing experience very worthwhile. The 
lush growth and greenness of this beautiful 
part of Alberta was breathtaking. (There was 
never any dew on the grass on the prairie.) 
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Perey and Lilian Duncan's 25th Anniversary, 1941 


Ivy, Doris, and Roy, all attended the Carritt 
‘School. Ivy loved horseback riding, having had 
her own horse from the age of five. She started 
helping her dad in the fields at an early age, 
driving six horse outfits on the cultivator and 
plow. During the 1930's Ivy worked part time at 
housework for some of the neighbors at eight 
dollars per month; later at ten dollars per month. 
By 1937 wages had increased to twelve dollars 
per month plus board and room. 

Ivy married Gordon Bigam on November 
80, 1987. For further information on Ivy Dun- 










car's history, see the story of Gordon and Ivy 
Bigam elsewhere in this book 

Percy and Lilian Duncan rented a half sec- 
tion on coming to the district, then purchased a 
C.P.R. quarter, the S.W. -31-39-1-W.5th., which 
he still owns. They purchased the John Nelson 
farm, the N.W. -31-39-1-W.Sth., in 1943, where 
they built a now house and built up a modern 
farm. They retired and moved to Red Deer in 
1956. Lilian passed away on October 28, 1971 
Percy continued tolivein his home until August, 
1979, While in led Deer he was active in curling 
and shuffleboard, curling three times a week. In 
1979 he moved to the Sylvan Lake Lodge, where 
he is still enjoying life. He will be 90 yearsoldon 
August 26, 1981, and stil enjoys carpet bowling, 

Doris was married to Elgin Boukall on Feb- 
ruary 14, 1946, and they have three children. 
Roy married Florence Nourse on March 7, 1956, 
and they have four children, 


DWYER, FRANK 
By Harry B. Hansen 

Frank Dwyer bought the S.W.-36-40-1- 
W.Sth,, which was Harry Brownlow’s home 
place, Brownlow moved further east on a frac~ 
tion along the lake, where he operated a store. 

To some of us, Frank Dwyer was a mystery. 
A friendly fellow, always dressed up and driving 
a better car than most of us could afford. He 
never farmed the land, but had an income from 
somewhere; Scotland, perhaps. He was an Old 
Country bay. He used to stop in for achat on his 
way to Lacombe, or coming home; always 
checking his car to see that it had plenty of oil or 
water; a large man, always interested in sports. 
He often talked of the days when he played 
hockey. 

Frank and Mrs. Dwyer often attended the 
local social events, especially those held at the 
old club house, situated where the Three Hills 
Bible Camp is now. Mrs. Dwyer was amember of 
the Searchlight Club. 

The Dwyers had three children who at- 
tended the Bentley School. 

After about twelve years of living in the dis- 
trict, they quietly moved away, when George 
Butcher bought the farm. 





EBELING, JOHN 
By William Ebeling and 
Helen N. Johnston. 

Our grandfather, John Ebeling, arrived in 
Lacombe North West Territories by train from 
Duluth, Minnesota in March of 1899. He filed on 
his homestead, the S.E. 16-40-28-4 on April 4, 
1899 and proved up on it on August 16, 1902. 
Within a few days he sent for his wife and the 
three youngest boys. Grandma, the former Li- 
setta Lohmeier, Dad, John Ebeling, age 11, 
Uncle Fritz (Frederick), age 8, and Uncle Bill, 
age 5 arrived in Lacombe on April 27, 1899 by 
train with the household items. Uncle Louis 
and Aunt Annie (Raymond) arrived in August 
of 1899. The other daughter stayed in Minne- 
sota as she had a job there, 


The family first lived in a log house, just off 
the Rocky Mountain House Trail, This trail ran 


Fritz and John Ebeling bul 
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Just south of the line fence, then angled a little 
to the south-west and across the hill. It was 
used by anyone travelling west. The first few 
years they had seen a lot of settlers going by 
on their way to the west country. The Indians 
found that Granddad’s place was always a 
good stopping place. Grandma always had a 
lovely flower garden. She brought up some 
acorns with her and planted them. The oak 
trees are still standing and growing today. She 
was well noted for the lovely quilts she made. 
She also made lots of paper flowers as well as 
being a dress maker. 

‘The first land that Granddad broke was for 
Samuel Henry Welch, which Doug Miller now 
‘owns. Samuel Welch’ wanted a garden patch 
broke and they broke about three acres, Mostof 
Granddad’s homestead was broken by oxen and 
horses and a few acres by steam engine. In 1899 
Granddad and Dad broke the first land in the 





ng Frite's house in early 1920 
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village of Bentley and in 1902 they helped build 
the first log school house in the Gull Lake dis- 
trict. In the first few years Granddad hauled fire- 
wood into town in order to keep the family fed. 
He was also called upon to do theneighborhood 
butchering and also to do the butchering for the 
butcher-shop in Bentley. 

Granddad built the frame house in 1902, 
Aunt Annie had her wedding and wedding 
dance in the new house. Aunt Annie married 
Charles Raymond on April 15, 1902. They lived 
in the Forshee district and then moved to La- 
‘combe proper where Uncle Charlie ran the Fur- 
niture Store and the Funeral Chapel. 

In the early days the Ebeling boys did a lot 
of custom threshing in the Gull Lake, Woody 
Nook and Clive districts. They were well known 
throughout the districts as the kid outfit. 

To expand, Granddad started to farm the 
Charles Quigley homestead on the N.E. 10-40- 
28-4, in 1902. Dad later purchased that same 
quarter. 

(One of the highlights of the early days was 
when Dad's older brother wanted to show his 
brothers how to break land with oxen. When the 
oxen stopped he was in the neighbor's slough. 
half a mile away and that finished his teachings 
of how to drive oxen, 


In 1910, Dad bought the N.E. 9-40-28-4, 


in flawer garden in 1904 





from Abel Weary estate. Grandma took sick 
and Dad did the cooking at home for seven 
years, 































Uncle Fritz bought the SE. 9-40-28 
and built a new house on itbut remained a bach- 
lor. He also built a round barn, one of the first 
self-feeding barns in the district. When the 
neighbors asked why he built a round barn, his 
reply was that the devil wouldn't catch him or his 
mules in a corer. He was well known for his 
steam engines. He did a lot of custom threshing, 
wood sawing and grinding, Bills were hard to 
collect in the early days but he always said he 
had enough to live an, He was always weleome 
wherever he went. 

Uncle Fritz and Uncle Bill also owned land 
at the north end of Gull Lake. Uncle Fritz oper- 
ated a boat on Gull Lake. 

Grandpa bought the S.W. 14-40-28- 
from Mr. Urquhart and later Uncle Bill farmed it. 
This was John Munsell's homestead. John Wier- 
‘enga bought this land from the Ebeling estate. 
Uncle Bill remained a bachelor and stayod at 
home and looked after Grandpa and Grandma 
Ebeling. 

Grandma died on July 21, 1917 at Bentley 
Grandpa married Mrs. McKee on February 27, 
1918. Mrs. McKee had five children of which 
only Allan remains. Grandpa died on April 13, 
1938 and his second wite died on May 24, 1939. 

Dad married Eva Miller on February 16, 
1926 in Lacombe. They built a cement block 
house and had lived on the same place until 
1970 when Dad moved to the Lacombe Nursing 
Home, Mom died on June 8, 1977 and Dad died 
on October 1, 1978. Dad made the cement 
blocks one year and the following year built the 
house. We still have the block machine and the 
forms. They had five children. John married Mil- 
licent Baker on September 26, 1954. They liveat 
Olds and have four children, Kathie, Judy, John 
(Jackie) and Linda. John works for a body shop 
in Olds, repairing radiators. Kathie married Jim 
Morrison on May 15, 1976. They have two boys, 
Kevin and Jeffery. Lisetta married Bill Morawski 
on January 27, 1952. They have one daughter, 
‘Anne, and live in Fernie, B.C. Lisetta is a certi- 
fied Nursing Aide. Anne married Paul Brace 
on December 24, 1977. They have a daughter, 
Eve Marie, Willie married the former Melvena 
Morris on June 14, 1954. To this marriage they 
have four children, Donna, Melvin, Carol and 
Murray. He still lives on Granddad Ebeling’s 
homestead and works for the Town of Lacom- 
be. With the help of his two sons, they farm 
Granddad’s homestead. Melvin married 
Brenda Goldie of Red Deer on July 12, 1980. 
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They live on the same quarter as his dad, That 
makes the fourth generation to live on Grand- 
dad’s homestead. Annie married Archie Van 
Eaton on July 1, 1983. Annie works in the bank 
at Sydney, B.C. and they own an acreage, 
from which they sell vegetables in the sum- 
mertime. Helen married Jim Johnston on July 
6, 1959. They live on Dad's home place, N.E. 
40-28-4. Helen is an Artex Instructor. They 
have adopted a girl, 10 years old. 


EBELING, LOUIS H. 


Louis H. Ebeling came from Minnesota in 
1899 and homesteaded in the Woody Nook 
district, He moved to the Gull Lake district in 
1915, having bought the land in 1908, He added 
another half section, the N'4-3-40-28-W. 4th., 
between 1918 and 1920, 

One child, Frieda, was born on the Woody 
‘Nook homestead and Albert, Gladys, John, and 
Ed were born at Gull Lake. All attended the Gull 
Lake School, 

He operated a sawmill and also a threshing 
machine, later selling both. In the early 1930's he 


field in 1981, 
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had a small store and camp ground, the 
Lakeside Campground. 

In the summer of 1931 two small planes 
‘owned by Lionel Vines and Ernie Kubicheck, of 
Edmonton, were kept south of the campground, 
using a landing strip approximately where the 
washrooms are now situated, on the north side 
of Highway 12. These planes were used for 
pleasure and sometimes took up passengers for 
aride 

The Gull Lake land stayed in the family, 
selling it to Albert, his son. Albert sold partof the 
land north of the C.P.R. track to the Provincial 
Park and developers, and is still living on the 
homesite. 


EDWARDS FAMILY, FRANK AND IRENE 
By Frank Edwards 

Frank Edwards and Irene Stewart were mar- 
ried in 1924 at Rocky Mountain House, but re- 
sided at Climax, Saskatchewan, and Braken, 
Saskatchewan, until 1932 where they farmed, 
hauled mail and freight between Climax and 
‘Shaunavon, and Frank also worked as a railway 
grade contractor. 

‘During the 1928-29 crash and following that 
with the drought, conditions on the prairies 
were intolerable, so my dad built a covered 
‘wagon, loaded it with what few possessions they 
had, hooked up a team of horses and, along with 
‘my mother and five kids (Marjorie, Muriel, my- 
self, Beth and Jeanette), left Climax and headed 
for Alberta. One child, Phyllis, stayed behind 
with Grandpa and Grandma Stewart until the 
following year. 

‘The trip from Climax to Bentley took thirty- 
two days with a lot of hardships on thettrail. One 
thing | remember was seeing the telephone 
lines, as we came near the town, and thinking 
they were fences. 

We travelled north to around Rosetown, 
Saskatchewan, then west to Stettler and on west 
to Bentley. We stayed that summer and winter at 
what was called the Miller place, 4 miles south 
and 4 miles west of Bentley. 

| believe Marjorie and Muriel attended 
Boyle school that winter. The spring saw us 
down in Alix where Dad rented a farm and we 
attended school in Alix. 

‘Around 1935 a bachelor named Chris Od- 
berg hired Mother and Dad to help him on his 
farm, located 2 miles south and six miles west of 
Bentley. We lived there until 1948, when Chris 








sold the farm to Harold Anderson. During that 
time there were two more girls born, Joyce at 
Alix and Audrey at Bentley. 

All the Edwards children attended school at 
Boyle and for many years did the janitorial work, 
including hauling water up the hill from Hans 
Carisor’s well, which was no easy task in the 
winter. The teachers we had at Boyle were Mr. 
Laycock, Mr. Layton, Vivian Moore and Mrs. 
Russell 

Dad worked part of the summer for the 
County, building roads with a team and fresno. 
Conditions were still pretty bad and with a large 
family to support, Dad was having a hard time 
making ends meet. He went to Rimbey around 
1941 and took on the job of Town Police, re~ 
maining on that job until passing away of aheart 
attack in 1942, He is buried in the Rimbey ceme- 
tery. The family stayed on with Chris, who, more 
or less; adopted us. 

In 1948 we bought a home in Red Deer at 
4601 - 46th St. and Mother worked for many 
years at the Arlington Hotel, where she took 
over the Coffee Shop. Her many customers 
were delighted with the service and good food, 
as Mother was a very, very good cook. Mother 
passed away in 1961 -a very young type - andis 
buried in Red Deer. 

About the 7 girls: Marjorie married Harold 
‘Skjonsberg and they had 2 children, Ronald and 
Loretta. After Harold's sudden death, Marjorie 
married Jay Heiden and now lives in Calgary, 

Muriel married Ned Hicks, had 2 children, 
Terry and Sonya, and lives in Calgary. 

Phyllis married Wylie Gordon, had 3 child- 
ren, Rick, Sandy and Brent and now lives in 
Calgary. 

‘Both married Bob Connochie, had 4 child- 
ren, Danny, David, Dick and Cheryl and now 
lives in Vancouver, B.C 

Jeanette married Walter Matson, had 4 
children, Garth (deceased), Brian, Susan and 
Janese, and now lives in Red Deer. 

Joyce married Norm Gillespie, had 2 child- 
ren, Doug & Shawna and now lives in Red Deer. 

Audrey married Dave Newcommon, had 3 
children, Kim, Kathy and Jeff and now lives in 
Calgary. 

| married Alice Dobson from Stettler, we 
had 4 children, Wanda, Shelly (deceased), Nola 
and Wade. We live on an acreage in the DeWin- 
ton area 

Frank and Irene had twenty-four grand- 
children and twelve great grandchildren. 


EDWARDS, FRED AND FRANK 
By Herold Peterson 


Fred Edwards homesteaded the NE. 16-39- 
1-Sandalso owned thenorth-west quarter of the 
same section. There was a log house built on the 
north-east comer of the homestead, next to 
inere Highway 20 runs between Sylvan Lake 
nd Bentley. Very little improvement was made 
on either quarter. 

In 1912, when the railroads were being built 
through the Village of Sylvan Lake, Fred owned 
a small restaurant and had quite a large ice 

am freezer, which was operated with a 1! 
horsepower pump engine. Business was quite 
good at that time and a good meal could be had 
for the small sum of 35¢, Fred was a bachelor 
‘and, apparently, that did not add to the succss of 
the restaurant business. He left Sylvan Lakeand 
no further records are available. 

Frank Edwards received the patent on his 
homestead, N.W. 16-39-1-5, in 1909. Ashe was: 
bachelor and well along in years at the time he 
did not make many improvements on his land 

In his later years, he was not able tocare for 
himself and lived with the Andrew Bigam family 
until he passed away December 14, 1917 and he 
was buried in the Bentley cemetery 




















EID, MARTIN 


Martin Eid, 2 bachelor, was probably the 
first settler in the Rainy Creek district. His ho- 
mestead was the now vacant former Arthur Ta- 
tlock farm east of Highway 20. He lived on the 
‘east side of the river where the Chris Spycher 
family now resides. He donated a box heater 
when the Rainy Creek church was built, and It 
‘was used as long as the building stood -to 1939. 
He left the district about 1905 


EKLUND, ALDOR 
By Harry Hansen 


Aldor Eklund took over the land, formerly 
occupied by the Damant family, about 1931 
This was the S.W. % and the West fraction of 
Section 29, Twp. 40, Range 28, W. 4th Meridian, 
and was approximately two hundred and forty 
acres. It was covered with poplar and balm 
timber, except for the thirty acres, more or less, 
that Damants had farmed 

Aldor moved the house down to the high- 
way and added on to it. It was later moved into 
Bentley and occupied by Mrs. Knight, Sr. 


43 


Aldor was raised and pioneered in the Pon- 
oka district. He was a successful farmer, a hard 
worker and a good neighbor. He was exception- 
ally good at breaking sod. With his 15-30 stee! 
wheel International tractor, he did a good job in 
stumpland, which no one else would try. “I's all 
in keeping your plowshares sharp” he said. Ev- 
ery morning when we got up at 5 a.m., we could 
hear him pounding out his plowshares a half 
mile away, 

Besides breaking up his own land, he did 
quite a lot of custom work, including forty acres 
of stumps that had been cleared by axe and 
forty-five acres that had been cleared by brush 
cutter, on my farm, which was all heavy going, 

He owned his own threshing machine and 
was independent and well-organized. 

Mrs, Ekiund was no stranger to pioneer life, 
having been a daughter of the senior Solberg 
family, who pioneered south west of Bentley. 

The Eklunds had a family of § girls and 2 
boys: Hilma, Clara, Violet, Florence, Mary, Ed- 
ward and Clarence. The younger girls went to 
Gull Lake School 

Hilma marrried Albin Pearson, Clara and 
Violet married brothers - Otto and Julius Albers. 
Clarence and his wife, Phoebe, live out in the 
Leedale district 

‘The Eklunds sold their farm to Peter Knight 
and son, Frank, in 1944, and moved to 8.C., after 
spending about thirteen years on the farm at 
Gull Lake. 

Mr. & Mrs. Eklund are both deceased and 
also their daughter Hilma and their son Edward. 








ELLSWORTH, ALFRED AND GRACE 
By Grace Ellsworth (Johnson) 


Alfred was born on December 28, 1919 in 
Bentley and was the sixth of eight children born 
to Frederick and Minnie Elisworth (nee 
Whitworth). 

He went to the Chapel school, located north 
of Forshee, and took grades one through eight 
there. He recalls being taught by Clara Ellsworth 
(nee Massing), Mrs, Nellie Craig and Elsie 
Skocdopole. After his schooling, Alfred stayed 
at home to help his parents farm. 

in 1938, Alfred met Grace Johnson at a 
dance. She was living with her parents, Olgar 
and Minnie Johnson (nee Harstad). Grace was 
the fifth of six children in the family. 

Grace attended the Stephenson school 
located on the original Haarstad homestead, 
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‘There she took grades one through ten and she 
recalls being taught by Mrs. Muriel Massing 
(nee Craig) for several of those years, 

‘Alfred and Grace were united in marriage, 
March 25, 1940 at the Vig Lutheran Church by 
Reverend Solheim. It is interesting to note that 
Grace and her mother, Minnie, were the only 
two to be married in that church before it burned 
October 6, 1943. 

The Ellsworths began their married life 
living with Alfred’s parents, Then they moved to 
Alex Wilson's place near Gull Lake, where they 
farmed and milked cows until being burnt out. 
From there, they moved to Grace's parents until 
they could get started on their own place on 
Rainy Creek in the spring of 1942. 

Their first son, Roger Allen was born 
October 14, 1942, in the Bentley hospital, with 
the help of Dr. Dobson. Grace was very ill with 
hepatitis at the time. 

‘Caroline May was delivered by Dr. Bugis in 
Rimbey, December 13, 1944, Donald Elwood 
was born October 28, 1951 in Bentley with Dr, 
Weaver attending and Merle Ray, born 
November 7, 1953 was also delivered by Dr. 
‘Weaver. Grace remembers some of the nurses at 
the Bentley hospital being Mrs. Wm. Peterson, 
Mrs. Kozak and Mrs. Dick Moore. 

During the next few years, Alfred and Grace 
worked their farm and Alfred worked on the 
pipelines for Dutton and Williams and also 
Mannix. Their close neighbors were Ed and 
Gladys Olson (Grace's brother), Ken and 
Shirley Butcher, Margaret and Louis Reid and 
Julia and Gordon Anderson (Grace's sister). 

In 1987 they decided to try their luck at 
Violet Grove, near Drayton Valley, where Alfred 
worked for Mannix Pipeline and Grace worked 
in a restaurant. They were there only a year, as 
iliness again struck Grace and they returned to 
the farm. 

For a few years, Alfred had a saw-mill at 
home, and while clearing more land, he recalls 
selling a load of wood on a pick-up truck com- 
plete with racks, for $7.00. Those of us with fi- 
replaces, wouldn't mind buying from Alfred at 
that price now. 

During those days, it was quite common for 
twenty or thirty people to show up at Grace's on 
‘Sunday for her fried chicken dinners. It never 
seemed to matter how many came, there was 
always enough to go around and everyone was 
welcome. 

‘January 31, 1965 Alfred and Grace left the 





Bentley district and moved to Red Deer. Alfred 
‘was employed at the Deer Home forseven years, 


and then with the Alberta Livestock Protective 
Society for five years, Grace also worked at the 
Deer Home for twelve years and they are both 
retired now. 

Roger married Frances Mongrieff, 
November 1, 1953 at the Bentley United Church, 
They have 3 children: Patricia Eileen born April 
30, 1964 at Viking, Alberta; Daniel Allen, born 
February 24, 1967 at Eckville and Kimberly Ann, 
born April 28, 1969 at Barrhead. Roger is Sales 
Manager at Heninger Toyota, Calgary. 

Caroline married Allan Morris, January 18, 
1965 at the Bentley Pentecostal Church. They 
had 2 children: Darryl Scott born August 2, 1965 
at Ponoka and Sheri Lyn, born September 30, 
1967 at Red Deer. Carolineand Allan were taken 
from us in a car accident, November 24, 1968, 
and the children are being raised by their grand- 
mother, Mary Morris at Tees, Alberta. 

Donald married Debra Russel, July 22, 1972 
at the Gaetz United Church in Red Deer. They 
had one son, Michael Dion, born May 31, 1973 in 
Red Deer. Michael resides with his mother and 
stepfather in Edmonton. Donald remarried on 
October 15, 197 to Judith Kerr at St. Luke's 
Anglican church in Red Deer. Donald passed 
away suddently in an oilfield accident at Dray- 
ton Valley. He was employed by D & D Saiety 
Born to Judy was a daughter, Jennifer Don 
March 15, 1980. Judy and Jennifer now live in 
Reed Deer. 

Merle married Linda Poffenroth at the Gaetz 
United Church on September 15, 1979. He is 
with H & H Tile asatile setter and they reside at 
Sylvan Lake. They are awaiting the birth of their 
first child in the spring. 





ELLSWORTH, CLARENCE AND ALICE 
By Clarence Ellsworth 


Clarence Ellsworth, son of Fred and Minnie 
Ellsworth, was born February 13, 1918. lived in 
the Forshee area and took my schooling at 
Chapel school 

In 1984 | hauled cream to Bentley on a day- 
Jong route with the horses. The cream was then 
trucked to the Lacombe creamery. 

In 1939, Alice Stephenson and | were mar- 
ried and we have 4 children. Elmer married Di- 
lane Sprouse and they have 2 children, Allan and 
Lorie and live in Bentley. Darlene married Nel- 
son Schindler, have 2children, Karen and Kevin, 





Clarence and Alice Elsworth - 1989. 





and live near Brooks. La Verne married Wendy 
Scott and they have 2 children, Shery! Lynn and 
Jody Lynn. They live at High Level. Raymond 
lives in Red Deer. 

Eimer attended Sunset Hill school until it 
closed in 1949 and then the children were bused 
to Bentley school as they reached school age. 


‘My main interest was in farming. After living 
in several places we bought a quarter section of 
land in the Sunset area, which was owned by a 
Mr. Winters and sold it again in 1956. In 1960 we 
bought a half-section in the Lockhart area and 
sold it in 1972 to our son, Elmer, 


We left the Bentley area in April 1970, mov- 
ing to Vernon, B.C. and returned to Bentley in 
1978, 


ELLSWORTH, DONALD 
By Clara Stephenson 

Donald was the youngest son of Fred and 
Minnie Ellsworth, and a twin of Doreen (Lang- 
muir). He was born December 11, 1926 and lived 
and took his schooling in the Chapel district 
Until the death of his father in 1944. He then 
went to make his home with his sister and 
brother-in-law, Laurence and Clara Stephen- 
son, on their farm south and west of Bentley, 
and they later moved to Nanton in June, 1948. 
(On August 20, 1948 Donald passed away at the 
Stephenson home at Nanton and was buried in 
the Bentley Cemetery. 
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ELLSWORTH, EARL EDWARD 
By Clara Stephenson 
Earl was the eldest son of Fred and Minnie 
Ellsworth, He was born December 17, 1908 and 
died at birth 


ELLSWORTH, FREDERICK (FRED) & MINNIE 


Frederick (Fred) Ellsworth came to Alberta 
with his parents, John and Sarah Ellsworth, his 
brothers and sisters, in the spring of 1900, from 
Aurora, Nebraska, where he was born on March 
19, 1882 

The family lived on a farm west of Lacombe 
until the spring of 1901. While living there, Fred, 
his dad and brother had to clear some land on 
their homestead, S.E. 32-41-1-5, in the Chapel 
district. They putup ahouse and other buildings 
before moving on. They brought machinery and 
household belongings by train to Lacombe. 

On February 12, 1908, Fred married Minnie 
Ellsworth. 

Minnie Pearl Whitworth came to Alberta in 
the early 1900's with her parents, Charles and 
Savana Whitworth and brothers and sisters, 
from Madison County, lowa, where she was 
born September 23, 1890. The Whitworth ho- 
mestead was north-west of Bentley inthe Outlet 

Fred and Minnie had 8 children: Earl, born 
and died 1908; Bessie 1910; Glenn 1913; Clara 
1915; Clarence 1918; Alfred 1921; Doreen and 
Donald (twins) 1926. Donald died 1948. 

Like all pioneers, there was a lot of hard 
work to be done. Fred was on the school board 
and hog pool board for several years. He was 
Interested in raising Belgian horses. 

Minnie and her two daughters, Bessie and 
Clara, put on the lunches for dances at the 
Chapel school in the early 1930's. There were 
large gatherings at their home on Sundays and 
Minnie always had a meal or lunch for everyone. 

They lived in the Chapel area until Fred 
passed away March 11, 1944, After his death, 
Minnie and Doreen moved to Bentley and Min- 
nie lived there until her death August 7, 1958. 


Bessie married James Freeman, and after 
his death she married Jack McKay. There were8 
children in the two families. 

Glen married Mary Skjonsberg 

Clara married Lawrence Stephenson - 2 
children 








Clarence married Alice Stephenson - 4 
children 
Alfred married Grace Johnson - 4 children 
Doreen married Ivor Langmuir - 5 children 


ELLSWORTH, GLENN 


|, Walter Glen Ellsworth, second son of Fred 
and Minnie Ellsworth was born September 5, 
1918 and was raised and took my schooling in 
the Chapel district. 

‘On March, 1937, | married Mary, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hans Skjonsberg. We rented 
farms in the Chapel district and at Benalto until 
buying a farm in the Boyle district. We also 
worked at a sawmill at Rocky Mountain House 
during the winter months, where Mary was a 
cook and | was her helper. 

In May, 1974, we sold ourfarm and boughta 
house in Bentley where we now live in retire- 
ment. Some of our land was sold as a resort and 
is now called "The Breakers” (Glen's Cove). 





ELLSWORTH, ED AND BESSIE 
ELLSWORTH, HARRY AND CLARA 
By Harry Ellsworth 

Dad and Mother were married December 

14, 1910.and | was born October 9, 1911 and was 

their only child. 


Fred Ellsworth family in Brisco car in early 1920 








| attended public school at Chapel schoo! 
#588 and took 2 years High School in Bentley. 
‘Alter 2 years in town, | decided I wanted to be a 
farmer so quit schoo! and farmed with my father. 

He bought the N.E.% 33-41-1-5, a McCor- 
mick Deering 22-96 tractor, a 12" grain grinder 
from Ropers of Rimbey and a second-hand 22” 
Massey Harris breaking plow. This was a raw 
quarter of land, covered with brush. A very good 
friend and neighbor, Charley Graham, helped 
us brush and burn fifty acres, which we broke 
the first year. The brushing and burning was 
done by hand. 

‘This was 1990, the year of the worst dust 
storm | have ever witnessed in Alberta, It lasted 
for nearly three days, buried some fences and 
blew right into the houses, leaving dust on 
everything, 

I worked with my father, raising cattle and 
hogs and milking cows until the spring of 1938, 
when | bought the N.E.'% 6-41-1-5 from the J.R. 
Craig estate, which joined a quarter of Dad's on 
the north. 

On July 27, 1988 Clara Massing and | were 
married. She had been teaching Chapel schoo! 
and boarding with my parents and weset up our 
home on my quarter. 

We had 4 children - Orville who married 
‘Anne Szasz. They set up farming south-east of 
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Ed Ellsworth, 


Bentley and they raise hogs and cattle. Kenneth, 
‘who married Meryl Ash of Viking, Alberta; Carol 
‘who married Lawrence Jaffray of Lockhart and 
they farm there. Leslie, who married Lynda Pe- 
charsky of Rimbey. Kenneth and Leslie are real 
estate salesmen in Edmonton, 

| gradually acquired 2 sections of farmland 
and pasture, the last of which was the S)45-41~ 
5, which was purchased from Adolph Kreuger in 
1964, We moved there and farmed for ten more 
years, then sold the Kreuger place and two 
other quarters to Hankins Bros., grandsons of 
Charlie Graham, our neighbor and friend, who 
helped me on my first quarter of land. 








Harry Ellsworth, 


‘The same year that | moved to the Kreuger 
place, Mother and Dad sold their place to Ann 
and Hank Krossa and moved to Lacombe Senior 
Citizen's Lodge and later to Northcott Lodge in 
Ponoka, where Dad pased away September 13, 
1968, Mother passed away March 10, 1973. 
Clara and | live in Rimbey at 48th Ave. and 
51st. St. | still farm the N’ 33-41-1-5 and Clara 
taught school in Rimbey for several years, 


ELLSWORTH, JOHN 
By Elmer Calkins 


John Ellsworth came to the Chapel district, 
in March, 1900 with his two sons, Ed and Fred 
and three daughters, Stella, Pearl and Mabel 
The other two daughters, Minnie, and Lulu, 
stayed in Platt River, Nebraska. He and his 
wife and family arrived in Lacombe March 19, 
1900, and rented a farm house one mile west 
‘of Lacombe, staying there a year and then 
moving out to the homestead. the N.E. 32-41- 
41-5, in the Chapel school district. Land had to 
be cleared to build the buildings as the quarter 
was heavily timbered so there was no problem 
for wood and there was good water. The rea- 
son they had left Nebraska was the lack of 
wood and water and also because of the cy- 
clones. Their fuel was buffalo chips picked on 
the prairie in Nebraska. 


ELLSWORTH, JOHN 
By Harry Ellsworth 


The John Ellsworth family, consisting of Ed, 














‘Mrs. John Ellsworth 75th birthday - 1932 


Fred, Stella, Pearl and Mabel came to Alberta in 
March, 1900, from Aurora, Nebraska. There 
were two older daughters, Lulu who was mar- 
ried and came to Alberta in 1901 and Minnie who 
was married and moved to Oklahoma and later 
to Colorado, 

John, Ed and Fred farmed part of what is 
now Lacombe and lived a mile west. Dad filed on 
NW. of 82-41-1-5; Fred on S.E.% 32-61-1-5 
and John on N.E.% 32-41-1-5. They proved up 
on their respective quarters and lived there in 
what was to be known as the Chapel District. 

John later sold his quarter to Fred and re- 
tired to Bentley, where he died August 5, 1919, 
after only about one year of retirement. Mrs, 
Ellsworth (Sarah) died at the home of her 
youngest daughter, Mabel, in Vancouver, B.C. 








John’s main income was from raising and 
breeding Percheron horses, travelling the dis- 
trict with a stallion and a two-wheel cart. He 
‘was considered to be well off financially at the 
time of his sale in the spring of 1917, They 
then moved to Bentley where they lived until 
his death August 5, 1919. He died of dropsy at 
the age of 67 years. He was born at Spring 
Bay, Illinois, November 9, 1852, and buried in 
the Bentley cemetery. 

John and Sarrah Jane Hall, were 
married at Aurora, Nebraska, she being of Ger- 
man descent and John of English decent. To 
this union were born seven children. Minnie 
married Bill White and they had six children, 
Lula married Otha Gideon and had six children. 
Ed married Bessie Poling and had one son. Fred 
married Minnie Ellsworth and seven children 
were born to them, Stella married Johnnie Saint 
and there were five children in their family. Pear! 
married Charlie Calkins and they had four child- 
ren and Mabel married Carl Thomas and had 
two boys, 

After John’s passing, Mrs. Ellsworth sold 
her house and furniture, living with different 
members of her family and doing some travel- 
ling. She passed away at Hope, B.C. at the age 
of 84, in 1941, and was buried at the Hope Ce- 
metery. 


ERICKSON, JOHN 
By Gertrude Damron 


John and Gertie Erickson lived on the Carl 
son place, which is at the Crooked Lakes, better 
known as Horseshoe Ponds. John farmed his 
dad's farm for some time. He was a good me- 
chanic and helped on many cars and machinery 
for other people. He had his Steam Engineer's 
papers and ran the steam engine for the Calkins 
Valley threshing outfit for many years. 





In December, 1922, John was in a gas ex- 
plosion accident and was confined to bed from 
that time until April 14, 1923. He suffered agreat 
deal and was left very crippled. That same fall 
the Calkins Valley Ass'n. bought @ new steam 
engine and John went into Bentley to help un- 
load it. He again met with an accident, receiving 
a steam burn and had to be off his feet for 
another period of time. 


While on that farm ason, Douglas, was born 
to John and Gertie in 1927, He attended C.U.C. 
for his higher education and then went to Walla 








Douglas Erickson and bear cub, 


Walla, Wash., for his Engineering degree and 
later worked in Denver. 

John sold the farm on Crooked Lake to the 
Wiancko Brothers and they established a fur 
farm there. 

‘The Ericksons bought the Otto Ublig farm, 
two miles west of Bentley, where Otto had ho: 
mesteaded in 1900. We moved to this farm May 
7, 1928, 

John was always fond of fur animals and he 


John Erickson and Mr. Mille from Drumheller with Erick 
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bought some silver foxes but had to have them 
boarded until he could build some pens for 
them. John bought some mink from Prince Ed- 
ward Island, and they too needed special pens. 
It was interesting caring for them. We butchered 
old horses and cows for them. l baked bread for 
the fox pups to eat with milk, while they were 
growing. Those days we had to mix our own 
animal feed and now it can be bought ready to 








Fox pups, 


We milked Jersey cows, raised hogs and 
sold eggs to the hatchery. We were with the 
Provincial Cow-testing Association, Wewon the 
cup for the highest increase in production in 
Alberta for two years and the third year won the 
replica and some cash. 

One day George Pico saw a small bear cub 
by the river bank, so came to tell John. They 
couldn't do much with the bear without adog, so 
John went out to his dad's for an Airedale dog 
that made the bear climb a tree in a hurty. The 
men got a collar on the bear and two lines fromit 
to march him on the road to our place, where 
they puta chain on him. Lots of people came to 
see the bear and we had many a good laugh. 

Douglas, Audrey and the boys came up at- 
ter the spring exams to be with us, as John 
wasn't able to work. Douglas had to goback toa 
job in Walla Walla until school classes started in 
the fall term. 

In 1955, another boy was born to Douglas 
and Audrey and they named him John, and la- 
ter Kimberly was born, making a family of four 
and they live in Denver, Colorado. Audrey is 
an LV. nurse in the Portland Hospital 
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| fived on the farm for three and a half 
years alone and in 1957 married C.F. Damron 
‘30 moved to Bentley to live in his house, 

John died in June, 1954 and Douglas in 
April, 1965, 

had a small house bullt north of the Dam- 
ron house, where | still live. 


ERICKSON, PETER AUGUST, AND MARIA 
MAGDELINA, 
By Anna Caldwell 

Mr. and Mrs. August Erickson immigrated 
to Canada in 1910 from Abbola, Sweden, where 
they were born. They arrived with the four 
younger members of their family, Frank, John, 
Anna and Ruth, and arrived in Blackfalds, Al 
berta, where they were met by their son, Gust 
Palm, 

The Ericksons came directly to the Lock- 
hart district, travelling by sleigh, and as they 
neared the Palm homestead, they crossed the 
well-known lake on the ice. 

By this time the Palms had a daughter — 
who passed away in infancy — and the urge to 
see this grandchild acted as the encouragement 
to come to Canada and join Gust, Marie and 
Alick. 

‘The Ericksons stayed with the Palms until 
their home was ready on the quarter south of 
Palm's. 

Mr. Erickson, being a skilled woodsman and 
assisted by his sons, built their home and had it 
in readiness for Christmas. Daughter Marie, 
who was working in Calgary, and sons, Alick 
and Frank, were also home, making the family 
circle complete for their first Christmas in 
Canada. 

The Ericksons had the true pioneering 
spirit. With no baby bonuses or government 
grants, they met the early days head-on with 
erseverence and thrift, 

‘The homestead home was of frame con- 
struction and well insulated with sawdust. They 
always had plenty of home-grown vegetables, 
cattle for milking and meat, and lots of home- 
processed food. 





Travelling In the early days hadn't many 
choices but we well remember the topped 
buggy and team of beautiful driving horses they 
used when travelling to visit friends at some 
distance. We can recall the days when it was. 
necessary to open ten barbed wire gates to fol- 
low an established trail, which followed the lines 








‘August and Maria Erickson 


of least resistance. There were no graded roads 
established along many road allowances. 

John, Ruth and Anna attended Lockhart 
School — a typical rural school of the early 
1900's. Some of the early teachers | can recall 
were Helen (Lockhart) Norem, Duncan Layton 
and Bertha (Hutton) Miles. 

Being so far removed from churches during 
early homesteading, and with poor roads and 
‘communication rather difficult, regular attend- 
ance at church was impossible but Bible reading 
had its place in the home. The family were of 
Lutheran faith. 

Mr. Erickson was a soldier in the Swedish 
‘Army and the name of Frank as attached to 
Erickson was name of a rank he attained, 

The nearest medical facilities were Bentley 
and Lacombe. Luckily the Ericksons kept 
healthy. The doctors would come out into the 
country on call and tend the ill and, hopefully, 
they would fully recover at home as hospitals 
were almost non-existent within thirty miles. Dr. 
Evans was the doctor in Bentley at that time. 

Some of the neighbors of the Ericksons 
were J. E. Lundberg, who later moved to Eck- 
ville; J. K. Muir, who homesteaded on section 4 
near the Ericksons, then the Langmaid family to 
the east and the Gust Palms to the north. 





‘August (Gust) Palm, the eldest of the Erick- 
son family married Melinda Wickstrom in Cal- 
gary on August 21, 1907. Their son, Harry, and 
wife Viola live in Victoria, B.C. As of this writing, 
Mrs. Palm, at ninety-two years of age, lives in 
Victoria. After retiring from farming in the Lock- 
hart district, the Palms moved to New Westmins- 
ter, B.C. where Gust is buried. 

Alick Erickson married Emma Webber and 
they lived for many years in Vancouver, where 
Alick rose to ane of the highest positions in the 
Pat Bums meat works. Earlier he and his 
brother, Frank, managed a butcher shop in Eck- 
ville in 1915, His wife, Emma, passed away in 
Vancouver and some years later he remarried 
and moved to California. He and his second wife 
are buried there. 

Marie Erickson married Ed Wickstrom (Mrs. 
Palm's brother) and they lived in Snohomish, 
Wash., where Ed was a building contractor. 
‘They are both deceased and buried there. They 
have one son, Laurence and his wife, Phyllis, of 
Snohomish. 

Frank Erickson married and lived in Seattle, 
Wash. He was the father of 2 sons, James and 
Gordon. His wife, Maude is deceased. Frank 
and his son, Gordon, still live in Seattle, 

John, the youngest son, married Gertrude 
Olson and they lived in the Bentley area and had 
1 son, Douglas. 

Ruth married Oscar Nelson and they made 
their home at Cold Lake, Alberta. Ruth suffered 
many years with crippling arthritis. After her 
death at Cold Lake, her husband moved to Vic- 
toria, where he passed away. Their only son, 
Harvey, lives in Victoria, B.C. 

‘Anna married Gavin Caldwell of the Lock- 
hart district and they farmed there for many 
years until Gavin's death. Anna then sold the 
farm to Tom Gyori and moved to the village of 
Bentley and maintained her own home until 
1980. The Caldwells had no family. 

Mrs. Erickson passed away in 1942 and is 
buried in the Bentley Cemetery. Mr. Erickson 
spent his later years with the Palms in Now 
Westminster, where he passed away January 25, 
1948 and is buried in Bentley. 


ERSKINE, JACK 
By Harry Hansen 

Jack Erskine was another Old Country man 
who homesteaded and built a frame house on 
N.W.% 25-40-1-5-. He did not farm the land, but 


151 


always seemed to have plenty of money. He 
might have been a Boer War veteran. He will be 
remembered as an Immaculate gentleman who 
always wore a huge diamond ring. He never 
owned a car but always rode a fine English bi- 
cycle about the country. He thought nothing 
of riding to Lacombe and back the same day, 
over pioneer roads. He owned a beautiful sail 
boat and one of his pastimes was to sail out to 
the centre of Gull Lake, drop anchor and read 
or, occasionally, sleep. 

Mrs. Erskine became a member of the 
Searchlight Club. 

The Etskines became well-known in the 
early days. They had one son, Ronald, alikeable 
fellow, who attended the Bentley school. Later 
he became an auctioneer and moved to B.C. 
where he still resides, 

Jack and Mrs. Erskine moved away after 
they sold the farm to George Butcher. 

Later the Erskine house, which was just 
south across the road from the first Brownlow 
home, was moved to the south-west corner of 
the farm to be closer to Bentley and the school. 

Here the John Neal family occupied the 
house while John was in the army during World 
War 2. Later the house was moved into Bentley 
by Ted Butcher and used as a residence. 


ERSKINE FAMILIES, 


Robert (Guy) and Sara Erskine im- 
migrated to Canada from the United States 
about 1915, buying two quarters of land. The 
N.E. 22-39-1-5 was where the Durham school 
was later built, on a portion donated by Mr. 
Erskine and the S.W. 26-39-1-5, now owned 
by Henry Pickering, The latter quarter was 
purchased by Mr, Erskine from a Mr. Balou, 
who in turn had bought it from a Mr. Gulion. 
He had come from France, with some know!- 
edge of ail, so he bought it with the intention 
of drilling on it, but was unable to obtain suffi- 
cient money, so gave up the venture and re- 
turned to France. The Erskines farmed here 
for several years and then sold it to Guy's 
brother, John Minor Erskine, about 1923. Mi- 
nor and his wife, Terrie, had one daughter, 
Dorothy. 

Dorothy and three children of the first 
Erskine family all attended Durham school and 
Dorothy later served as a missionary of the 
Pentecostal Church in Africa. 

Minor Erskine farmed here until 1944, 
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when he sold to Domy Nagy and Henry Pick- 
ering and he and his family moved to Van- 
couver Island. 


EVANS, MOLLY TERESEA AND FAMILY 
By Beulah Johnson 

Molly Teresea Evans was born in New Jer- 
sey in 1901. She was one of three children of 
Teresea and Paul Evans. Her brothers were Paul 
and Johnnie. Molly's parents were of Hungarian 
descent. Her mother's maiden name was 
Havorth, 

When the children were very young the fam- 
lly moved to Winnipeg. Molly's father died while 
she was very young and she doesn't remember 
him. Her mother married a man named Fritz. 
There was a half brother who became a doctor, 
and a half sister, Liska 

While they were stil very young, her mother 
took the children, Molly, Paul and Johnnie, and 
moved to Calgary, where the children attended 
‘Sunnyside and Hillhurst schools. When Molly 
was about 12 years old her mother took out a 
homestead in the Calkins Valley district. 

Molly remembers how it rained and rained; 
no cars, no fences, log houses with sod roofs, 
some dugout houses in the hills, and some 
whitewashed inside with lime. Work was done 
the hard way. Fences were made of rail, and 
some homes were plastered with mud. 

Molly's mother had a quarter of land, the 
N.E, 1-41-2-W.5th., farmed with oxen and walk- 
ing ploughs. They lived on a lot of wild meat; had 
dugout root cellars, and canned lots of wild ber- 
ries, especially blue berries, meat and birds. 

‘Molly loved riding horseback and was very 
popular. There were cutters, buggies and hor- 
sedrawn machinery, Molly rode to Gilby and 
Eckville, and rode about three miles to the 
Calkins Valley School. There were many gates 
to open. The old school was also used for 
church and Sunday school. in those days long 
skirts were popular; wools, shot taffeta, chif- 
fons. 

Their friends and neighbors were Albert 
Krains, the Thomases, Vince Papps, and spe- 
‘cial friends, Metros, Elsie Robson, Beulah Cal 
kins, for whom she named two of her own 
daughters, when she later married. 

‘Molly remembers big community picnics 
and fun times; but also lots of horse runaways: 
timber fires; and no fences so had to hunt cattle 
for days. 











‘Mrs. Evans infront of house where Elsie 
was born in 1924, 





Molly's mother and brothers Paul and John- 
nie also lived on the Buckholz farm in the Lin- 
coln district 

Paul Evans was Molly's elder brother. He 
married Mabel Ingraham of Lacombe in 1923, 
but moved to Chicago, accompanied by his 
mother, because her asthma forced her to move. 
Paul was foreman in a factory for United Air 
Cleaners, for cars. He died in 1936. Mabel, his 
wife, passed away in 1970. They had three 
daughters, Violet, Elsie, and Elaine. 

Johnnie Evans, Molly's younger brother 
also worked in Chicago, in a factory. Johnnie 
and his wife, Helen, had three sons, Jack, James 
and Paul, and one daughter, Lucille. Johnnie 
passed away before 1970. 

Molly married Jalmar Johnson of the Lin- 
coin district of Lacombe in 1921. They farmed in 
the Lincoln district from 1921 to 1961, when they 
retired and moved to Lacombe. Molly is a patient 
in Parson's Clinic in Red Deer. She had always 
been noted for ahappy, pleasant and easy going 
personality. She always liked the outdoors, and 
worked outside when possible. 

Molly and Jalmar had four daughters, Beu- 
lah, Elsie, Hazel, and Edna. 


BEULAH, eldest daughter of Molly, married 
Byron H. Johnson, of Ponoka, in June 26, 1942 
They had one daughter, Carol, who later mar- 
ried Chris Peterson of Coronation. Born to this 
union were two daughters, Lisa Rochelle, May 
5th., 1966, and Jody Sheyrl, March 24th., 1968. 
They are both attending Lacombe Junior High 
School. 

Carol re-married in 1974, to Murray Gordon 
of Lacombe. They are now farming in the Spring 
Valley district. 


ELSIE, Molly's second daughter, married Adam 
‘Schonhater from Primate, Saskatchewan. They 
have three children, Sharon, Dennis and Dean. 
‘Sharon married Low Hudson, an R.C.M.P., and 
have a boy and a girl, Nicole and Michael. 


Dennis married Margery Claney of La~ 
combe. They have two girls, Mandy and Kari 

Dean married Colleen Graves of Lacombe, 
‘They have one boy, Ryan. 


HAZEL, third daughter of Molly and Jalmar 
Johnson, who now lives in Lacombe, was born 
in the Lincoln district. She married Richard J. 
Street, from the lowalta district of Lacombe. 
They had five sons. 


The first, Richard, Jr. married Donna Olm- 
stead of the Dakota district, west of Ponoka, 
‘They purchased Donna's parent's farm and have 
two daughters, Sandy and Cathy, who attend 
Crestomere School 


The second son, Stephen, married Faye 
Thompson from Joffre, east of Blackfalds, 
where they bought a farm. They have two sons, 
Blaire and Blain, who go to school in Red Deer. 


Brian, the third son, married Hazel Thomp- 
son, Faye's sister. They bought a farm near the 
Rimbey Gas Plant, and have two sons, Cody and 
Casey, who go to the Rimbey Schoo! 

Barry, son number four, bought the home 
quarter from his parents in 1978. Hazel and Ri- 
chard originally bought this farm from Jack 
Cooper and moved to the Meadowbrook district 
in 1968. Barry married Brenda Laird from east of 
Blackfalds. 

The fifth son, Marty, went to Crestomere 
‘School to gradenine, and finished his education 
in the Ponoka School. He now lives in Lacombe. 
HAZEL later married Eddie Arnold Anderson, 
son of Mr. & Mrs. Earl Anderson of Bentley. They 
have one daughter, Cindy. 
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EVERNDEN, JESSE AND MARY 
By Edna Hoppus 


Jesse Guy Evernden was born at Green- 
‘wood, lowa, on November 13, 1877, theeldest of 
the large family of William and Evangeline 
Evernden. He was brought up in the United 
States, and attended schoo! until he was 20 ye~ 
ars of age. He had to work hard on his parents 
farm and was able to attend school only in the 
winters. In 1900 he visited what is now Central 
Alberta, and, liking what he saw, came back the 
following year, and settled there. For a time, he 
worked for John Craig in Lacombe. Mr. Craig 
ran adairy, and delivered milk in large milk cans. 
‘The housewives brought their own containers 
‘out to the wagon to have them filled. 

(On October 18, 1901, he applied for and 
received the right to take out ahomesteadin the 
Forshee area: the S.E. quarter, 30-41-1-W.Sth. In 
the summers, he worked at various jobs, and in 
the winters at the Tom Cummings mill, for 
lumber for his house and farm buildings. He 
received Title for this land March 3, 1908. About 
this time he met and courted Mary Cole; they 
were married April 11, 1909, in Lacombe. 

Mary Idella Cole was born at Bunker Hil, 
Illinois, August 19, 1881, the fourth child of Rev. 
Luther and Sarah Cole, After graduating from 
school, she attended Oberlin College in Ohio, 
where her brother Charles was professor of 
Latin, and later Dean of the college. From there 
she went to California, where she taught in a 
Government Indian School at Ft. Bidwell, 
Modoc County. Every teacher was issued, and 
taught to use, a small revolver as protection 
against rattlesnakes. She and the other teachers 
waged a constant war against head lice - the 
Indian children often ran away from school, and 
were reinfested on the reservation. 

In the spring of 1905, she joined her family 
in Alberta. On her arrival in Lacombe, she was 
served boiled black tea in the boarding house, 
instead of the green tea she was accustomed to, 
inthe States. took a day to drive from Lacombe 
to Bentley over a corduroy road. These different 
Conditions of day to day living made her wonder 
just what kind of country she had come to. 

Later, she taught at Centreview School - 
some of her pupils were Dolores Saint, and 
Ralph and Merrill Oborne. Mary taught school 
until her marriage in 1909, 

The first summer they were married, they 
lived in a log cabin, while their home was being 
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built. Jesse, with the help of his father-in-law, 
Luther Cole, built a large, two-storey house, 
large hip roof barn, and other farm buildings. 
Here all but one of their children were born: an 
infant daughter, who died shortly after birth, 
4910. Charles Lee (Buddy) 1911, Buddy died 
in 1924. Edna, 1914, Bob, 1916, and Betty, 
1918. 

‘Jesse was a school trustee of District #588 









F] 
cases bigheprayisions of “ The Jominion Lands ct,” respecting Homestead Rights. 
i a 





Reta — 4 


That sams Seoni# 








iden in 1901 





for several years, and in 1913, became 
Secretary-treas. of the municipal district of 
Lorne. Some of the councillors were: Gus Palm, 
Jim Jaffray, Jim Robson, Charlie Whitworth, 
John Lundberg, Philo Slaughter, Harry Brown- 
low Sr. and Alfred Harstad. In the spring, when 
the Blindman River flooded, he often had to ride 
horseback to the Council meetings held in Ben- 
tley or Eckville, Every summer they had munici- 








pal picnics for the Council members and their 
families; everyone looked forward to, and en- 
joyed these affairs. They were held at Gull Lake 
or at Palm Bay, on Sylvan Lake. 

In 1920, the family moved to Bentley - Jesse 
rented the farm to his brother Clyde, and bought 
a house on Main Street from Frank Thorp. He 
put a furnace, water, and a bathroom in this 
home; one room downstairs was used for the 
municipal office. Here their last child, Gerald, 
was born in 1921. Later, Jesse bought a small 
adjoining house, and moved the municipal of- 
fice there 

East of this small house was the residence 
of Miss Jenny Young, who lived with her parents 
in the corer house. Across the street, Nurse 
Curtis had a residence and Nursing Home. Next 
to her were the homes of Jabez and Zella 
McPherson, Mr. & Mrs, Bert Thorp and boys, 
Grannie Thorp's cottage, and a large house on 
the corner. | believe a Dr. McLean built it 
Across from this house was the residence of 
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Williams, their daughter, Eva, 
and Bert's brother, Jake. 

At the back of our house, across the lane, 
lived first Mr. & Mrs. Birch and their son, John; 
later, Mr. & Mrs. Jim Thompson and family: Paul, 
Gerald and Irene. Next door to them lived the 
Obornes. In this same block lived Mr. & Mrs. 
Harvie; Mr. H. was a lawyer and his wife was a 
music teacher who gave lessons to Buddy and 
Edna, 
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‘Some school teachers we remember were 
Mrs. Webb Whitesell, Mrs. Ells, Miss Mary Kent, 
Mr. Roy Thomas, Miss. Lisa Lundberg, Mrs. 
Pomphrey, Mr. Harry Wilkie, Mr. Dick Damron. 

Jesse and Mary were both active in Com- 
munity affairs; Jesse was a member of the vil- 
lage Council during the 20's. He was a quiet, 
reserved man, fond of curling, baseball and 
hockey. Mary took an active part in the church, 
president of the Ladies Aid for a time, and was 
givena life membership in the W.M.S. She main- 
tained a life-long interest in needlecrafts: cro- 
cheting, knitting, tatting, etc, She also played 
the piano occasionally, in the United Church 

‘They were both avid gardeners, Jessein the 
vegetable patch, and Mary with her flowers. She 
was @ member of the Garden Club for many 
years. The Evernden house on Main Street be- 
‘came Bentley's first hospital, in 1926, when 
Jesse purchased a home and a quarter-section 
of land north of Bentley from C.F. Damron, and 
the family moved there. Jesse started the Ben- 
tley Dairy, and in 1927, retired from his munici- 
pal office. He carried on the dairy with the help 
of his two sons until his death in 1940, That same 
year, Gerald joined the R.C.AF, and Bob the 
following year. Gerald was killed near Mission, 
B.C. in April, 1943, 

‘After Gerald's death, Mary sold the farm and 
moved to Vancouver where she lived until her 
death in 1972. Her three surviving children have 








Jesse, Mary and Edna Evernden with Overland car in 1919, 











Jesse and Mary Evernden on 25th anniversary - 1984 


lived at the Coast for many years. 

Both sets of grandparents, parents, two 
brothers and an infant sister, all lie In the 
Bentley Cemetery. 


EVERNDEN, WILLIAM AND EVENGELINE 


By Edna Hoppus 

William Evernden was born in England, on 
July 20, 1855. As a young man, he emigrated 
to the United States, accompanied by an older 
brother who later returned to England. He made 
his way to lowa, where he met and married 
Evangeline Thornton in 1876. 

Evangeline Thornton was born on No- 
vember 21,1855 in lowa, of English-Scottish 
descent. She was a Quaker, and we remember 
Dad saying she often took him with her to their 
meetings, when he was a small boy. Grandma 
Evernden was loved and respected by all the 
members of her family, and these memories 
were passed on to the grandchildren who never 
knew her. 

‘The couple farmed in lowa and Missouri for 
several years, with their family of seven boys: 
Jesse, Paul, Tom, Howard, Clyde, Arthur (Bud) 
and Don, and three daughters: Blanche, Win- 
nifred, and Hazel. In 1905 they came to Alberta, 
and settled on a farm just south of the Dad Ray- 
mond place, in the Forshee district. Their oldest 
son, Jesse, had already taken out a homestead 
near there in 1901 

William farmed and was also in demand asa 
veterinarian, He died March 10, 1913, and 
Evangeline died the following year, April 24, 
1914 
































‘THE FALLIS FAMILY 
By Mear! McKilligan, 

In 1909 Milton J. Fallis came west from Lis 
towel, Ontario to Wittenburg (later Leedale) to 
take a position as schoo! teacher. 

Later in the same year his wife, Rosa, and 
their three daughters, Nellie, Mear! and Marie 
joined him. Mr. Fallis taught in the Leedale, Gi- 
miet and Benjamin schools. 

‘They moved to Bentley in 1917 and Mr. Fal- 
lis taught there, Later they managed the Bentley 
hotel until it burned in 1920. 

In the fall of 1920 Mr. Fallis was killed in 
an elevator accident at Delia, Alberta 

Later Mrs. Fallis married Dee Finch and they 
continued to live in Bentley until Mr. Finch’s 
passing in 1932, 

Mrs. Finch continued as agent for Alberta 
Government Telephones until October, 1944, 
when she married Wm. Begert and they moved 
to Burnaby, B.C. and later to Kaslo, 8.C. They 
lived there until their passing; Mrs. Begert 
March 15, 1968 and Mr. Begert in 1972, 

Marie took her normal training in Calgary 
and taught school in various Alberta schools 
Until she married Arthur (Budd) Damron in 1928, 

Nellie married Roy MoKilligan and Mear| 
married his brother Bill 


FIELDS, ARTHUR AND BESSIE 
By Alice Hall 

Arthur Fields was born in 1892 in Wiscon- 
sin and came to the Bentley area about 1911 
He and Bessie Garries, daughter of George 
and Mina Garries, were married about 1914 
and homesteaded in the Lockhart district. 
They had two daughters, Helen and Alice, and 
Art died suddenly in 1923. He had many 
friends and was a kind and loving husband 
and father. He is buried in the Bentley ceme- 
tery. 

After Arts death, Bessie and her two 
daughters went to Calgary to keep house for 


four local girls who were attending Normal 
School, Ruth Garries, Marie Damron, Anna 
Broderson, and one whose name can't be re- 
called. Two years later the family came back 
to Bentley to keep house for George Graham, 
whose land is now owned by Lord Roderic 
Gordon. The next year Bessie took the girls 
back to Nebraska to visit her relatives and then 
to Wisconsin to see Art's people. 

Two years later Bessie married Bill Cos- 
ton, and in 1929 they moved to the John Dam- 
ron farm east of Bentley and lived there until 
Bill died in 1943, Mother then moved the farm 
house and her family, which now included five 
children, Doris, John, Jim, LeRoy and Mina, all 
Costons, into the village and earned money to 
raise her family by cooking for oil surveyors 
for several years and eventually moved to the 
Senior Citizen's Apartments, where she lived 
very contentedly until her death at the age of 
eighty years 

Of the family - Helen, Doris and John live 
in Calgary; Jim lives in Olds and Mina and her 
family live near Lacombe. LeRoy was killed in 
a tragic accident by a snowslide, while playing 
near the trestle west of Bentley. 

Alice attended and taught at Canadian 
Nazarene College for three years, then went to 
Cascade College in Portland, Oregon in 1953, 
to be 2 dorm counsellor and finish off two 
degrees (T.L.B. & AB), There she met and 
married Don Hall and they have spent 26 years 
in the ministry. These include three years on 
the Indian Mission field in Arizona and the last. 
five years as principal of a Christian Schoo! in 
Vancouver, Wash. They have five children - 
three boys, Gordon, Jonathan and Phillip and 
two girls, Lana and Linda, as well as two 
grandchildren, Rashan and Michael 





FINCH, DAVID ROY, (DEE) 
By Marie Damron 


David Roy Finch, known as "Des", came 
from St. Louis, Missouri before 1910 and settled 
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on the Medicine River a mile'south of Leedale, 
which was then known as Wittenberg. In the 
summer, after the crop was in, he worked on an 
irrigation ditch in Southern Alberta 

He moved from Leedale to Bentley about 
1917 and travelled a Belgian stallion through the 
country. He soon bought the acreage known as. 
“The Old Carritt Place’ 

For a time he was Justice of the Peace. In 
1920 he married Mrs. Rosabelle Fallis. He 
worked for the Alberta Pacific Grain Company 
under Tom Lorimer, and ran the elevator at Gull 
Lake for a time. 

In 1928, he bought the old Merchants Bank 
building and took over the telephone office. He 
added a filling station and restaurant on the 
corner, which he operated until he died in about 
1933, at the age of 75 years. He is buried in the 
Bentley Cemetery. 





Dee Finch 


FLEMING, BERNARD AND RACHEL 
By Bernard 


Bernard came to Canada in 1907 with his 
parents. They settled in the Scott district near 
Ponoka and he lived there until he married, 
Rachel Jones came to Canada with her par- 
ents in 1913, from Wales, and they settled in the 
Wood River district east of Ponoka and later 











Bernard Fleming Family - 1952, 


moved to the Seatield district south of Ponoka. 

Bernard and Rachel were married in 1928in 
Lacombe and moved to Bentley 

‘Their 2 children were born in Bentley: Joein 
1929 and Annabelle in 1931 

In 1933 they moved to Bluffton and lived 
west of Bluffton until 1940 and then bought a 
farm south of Bluffton. They sold this property 
in 1966 and bought an acreage from Charles 
Hansen and lived there until 1974, when they 
bought a house in Rimbey and moved there in 
October. They are still living there. 

Joe married Joyce Cartmell of Rimbey. 
‘They live in Red Deer and have 2children, David 
and Sheila. 

Annabelle married Dennis Gahr of Ponoka, 
They live at Bruce, Alberta and have 5 children, 
Kathy, Wayne, Colleen, Linda and Susanne, 


FORSHEE HALL 
By Harry Ellsworth 

In the years preceding 1935, it was custom- 
ary to hold dances, concerts and meetingsin the 
Chapel School 

This custom involved considerable work as 
the school desks all had to be moved and stored 
in the boy's cloakroom or in the basement. The 
teacher's desk had to be moved too and, of 
course, this had to be done after school and then 


put in place again in time for schoo! Monday 
morning, 

The school soon became too small for dan- 
ces as more and more people moved into the 
district and the only other places to go to dances 
were Bentley, Rimbey, Leedale or Lockhart 

In 1934, a meeting was held to discuss 
building a hall at Forshee. A board, consisting of 
Arch Kincheloe as president, Wm. Ingram, 
Charlie Moore, Otto Simon, Bill and Beryl Gun- 
nell was elected. Representatives of the board 
contacted LS. Cutler, a lawyer at Rimbey, anda 
company was formed. 

Representatives of the board contacted Mr. 
{& Mrs. Norman Read and they leased the south- 
cern tip of a fraction of a quarter on the East side 
of the railroad to the Forshee Hall Company for 
a term of 99 years. 

Cash shares were issued for $10.00 ashare, 
Dances, card parties, etc., were held at Chapel 
‘School to raise money for the hall and one time 
tickets were sold on a $50.00 bill and the winning 
ticket was drawn at a dance. The local ladies’ 
club helped with donations before and after the 
hall was built, 

Mr. Ernie Drader supplied practically all of 
the lumber at a reasonable price as he had a 
lumbermill. During this time his mill burned. 

‘The hall was builtin the spring and summer 
‘of 1935, almost all by volunteer labor, for which 
they received shares. 

In the fall and winter of 1935, the hall op- 
‘ened and dances were held every two weeks, if 
possible. A family orchestra, the Roths of Red 
Deer, was often hired, 

‘There was a confectionery in the back of the 
hall, where cigarettes, chocolate bars, gum and 
soft drinks were sold. Bill Gunnell usually 
looked after this and sold tickets, as well. Mrs. 
Simon and Mrs. Gunnell convened the lunch 
and Bill Ingram was floor manager. 

Many good times were had at Forshee and 
people came from Bentley, Rimbey and sur- 
rounding districts and the crowds grew. 

The directors heard of a department store 
being torn down in Edmonton and were able to 
get enough hardwood flooring for the hall about 
2 years after it opened and this was a big 
improvement. 

The original hall burned in 1955 and wasn't 
rebuilt until 1959. The fire insurance from the 
original hall and money canvassed from the 
community rebuilt the present hall, where they 
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have installed water and inside toilets. Dances 
and Christmas concerts are still held there. 

‘The members of the original board are prac- 
tically all gone now, but Forshee is stil a pro- 
gressive community with a real community 
spirit. 


THE FORSTERS 


In 1901 Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin James Fors- 
ter and family from Ontario moved to the Rainy 
Creek district and settled on the north shore of 
Syivan Lake near what is now the Pentecostal 
‘camp. They later homesteaded SE20-39-1-W5, 
later called by local residents the Austin place, 
and now owned by Ronald Nelson. 

Their family consisted of Charlotte Maria 
(Lottie), who married William Byers, (they 
‘were missionaries to the Methodist Church in 
India for forty years); then - Benjamin, Eliza- 
beth, William, John, Miriam Maizie, Edward, 
Joseph, Ruth and David. Of those who lived at 
Rainy Creek, Edward (Ed) Forster homes 
teaded SW. 20-39-1-W.5. He married Edith 
Nelson of the district October 6, 1909 at the 
Rainy Creek church. This was the only wed- 
ding ever held in this log church, most of the 
weddings at that time being held at home or at 
the manse. They moved to a farm near Killam, 
Alberta. The house they left was moved to a 
Carritt farm (now the Glen Nelson's home) 
across the road from the J.C. Carritt farm and 
the Fred Carritt family resided in it for many 
years. In 1931 the house was again moved, 
this time to the river farm where the Ken Nel- 
son family lived in it for many years. It still 
stands there, a pioneer home, now empty and 
unused. 

Jim Carritt later lived for many years on the 
south half of the Ed Forster quarter, and William 
Byers owned the north half. 

After the Forsters moved to Killam four 
more sons were born - Ben, Wilfred, Douglas, 
and Gordon, 

Of the Ed Forsters: 

Ruth married Jim Herman and resides at 
Camrose. 

Ben was killed during air operations over 
Europe in 1944. 

Gordon lives in the east; the other boys all 
farmed in the Killam area, and now their des- 
cendents farm there. Ed Forster died in April, 
1967 and Edith in June, 1975 

Joe Forster homesteaded N.W. 20-39- 
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W.5. He soon followed brother Ed to Killam 
and farmed there also. Ronald Nelson now 
lives on that farm, 

‘Their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Forster also 
moved to Killam about this time and lived there 
for many years. After Mr. Forster's death, Mrs. 
Forster lived with her son-in-law and daughter, 
Wilfred and Ruth Patterson, in Calgary.She was 
nearing the age of 100 when she died. 





BLINOMAN VALLEY 4-H BEEF CLUB 
By Merlyn Wilson 


Records show that a Junior Livestock Club 
operated in this area under the name Blindman 
Valley Beef Calf Club from 1941 - 44, Alfred 
Haarstad was the Leader from 1941 -43 and A.O. 
Davis of Rimbey in 1943 - 44, 

In 1951, with the help of Lloyd Rasmussen, 
District Agriculturist in Lacombe, the Blindman 
Valley Beef Club, as | know it, was started and 
has operated continuously since that date. The 
name 4-H was adopted by the Canadian Council 
on 4-H Clubs in 1952 and the motto was “Learn 
to do by Doing 

The club leaders through the years have 
been: Archie Carlyle, Herold H. Peterson, Louis 
‘Szasz, Gerald Wilson (7 years), Merlyn Wilson 
(10 years), Howard Bergesen (3 years), Klaas 
Brink (5 years), David Hueppelsheuser (2 years) 
and Merlyn Wilson (2 years). 

4-H members came from most of the rural 
families in the district who were involved in the 
raising of beef cattle, Membership gradually 
increased until in 1966, the club split into 
orth and south with highway 51, being the di- 
viding line. The north club operated until 1968, 
when lack of members in the northern area re- 
sulted in the two clubs again becoming one. 

Leaders in the north club were: Tom Gyori 
(@ years), Don Freeman, Harry Craig (2 years), 
Ken Bargholz, Bill Gyori, Herb Baumbach and 
Elmer Ellsworth, 

‘Achievement days were held alternately be- 
tween Lacombe and Ponoka in the earlier years. 
Since 1957, achievement days have been held in 
Lacombe in June, involving approximately one 
hundred and fifty 4-H beef club members. We 
would lke to thank the community for its sup- 
port of our achievement days. 

‘Some of the highlights of the club, besides 
achievement days, have been such things as 
educational tours, building floats for local fairs 














Robert and Ann Szasz; Merlyn and Sharon Wilson with 
Blindran Valley Beef Chub Float - 1955 


land parades and the painting of the Rainy Creek 
Community Centre. 

‘Several awards are available through the 
4-H program. One trip awarded yearly, usually 
to the efficiency winner of the club, is to Provin- 
cial 4-H Club Week at Olds College. One of the 
major award trips is to National 4-H Club Week 
at Toronto and Ottawa and this has been won by 
four members of this club. They are Merlyn Wil- 
son, David Thevenaz, Maurice Thevenaz and 
Kathleen Brink. Jeanette Peterson won an ex- 
change to Ontario and Elsie Brink to the 
Northwest Territories. Other members have 
taken partin exchange trips to British Columbia, 
‘Wyoming and also a special trip to Expo '67 in 
Montreal, 

‘There has been a gradual change in the 4-H. 
program from strictly an agricultural focus to 
fone of development of the individual boy 
‘r girl to fit them into today's society. They now 
take training to develop leadership and respon- 
sibility, decision making, citizenship and quali- 
ties of business management. This training is, 
accomplished by such programs as public 
speaking, being a Junior leader, holding an ex- 
‘ecutive position, keeping records and taking 
part in educational tours. These qualities are 
recognized in the 4-H Pledge, which members 
say before each meeting 
pledge 
My Head to clearer thinking, 

My Heart to greater loyalty 

My Hands to larger service 

My Health to better living for my club, my com- 
munity and my country. 


GEORGE FRASER FAMILY 
By James Fraser 


George Fraser apprenticed as a blacksmith 


in Huntley, Aberdeenshire, Scotland for 7 years 
before coming to Canada. He left Scotland in 
4903, coming to Ontario, where he spent 6 
months working with an older brother, John. He 
left Ontario and made his way to Revelstoke, 
B.C. where he worked 2 years at his trade as a 
blacksmith in the Big Bon Lumber Co. sawmill 

‘Atthis time, George and several young men 
heard of opportunities around Lacombe, Al- 
berta for homesteaders, so to Lacombe they 
went. Most of them homesteaded in the Ben- 
jamin and Lockhart districts and George's quar: 
ter was the S.W, 14-41-3-5, 

George went back to B.C. and spent 
another 2 years with Big Ben Lumber at 
Arrowhead. 

In 1907 he left the company and went to 
Calgary to meet his bride, whom he had known 
in Scotland. They were married in Calgary by a 
Presbyterian Minister at his residence on Sep- 
tember 4, 1907. The minister's name was Rev. A. 
McWilliams. They then moved to their homes- 
tead via Lacombe. 

Lacombe was where all the supplies were 
‘obtained. Provisions, horses, wagons and ever- 
ything that was needed to operate came from 
Lacombe. 

George, to get started in those pioneer 
days, had to make a lot of his own hand tools, 
but bought a forge, anvil, vise and post drill 
As time went on he acquired other things thathe 
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needed to keep going. His shop was a busy 
place at times, especially in the spring with 
farmers coming in with plow shares to be shar- 
pened, wagon wheels to be fixed and just about 
everything that could be done at a blacksmith 
shop. Many times when a farmer brought in 
something to be done, George would do it but 
send the customer out to do his field work while. 
he was waiting 

Conditions in the early days were quite 
rugged at first, but more and more settlers came 
s0 the neighborhood grew. 


George's wife, Mary, was a great helpmate 
with herlarge garden, chickens, turkeys and lots 
of wild fruit for preserves, She always made their 
‘own butter. Alin all, they were able to make a 
comfortable home in the old log house and 
then, after about 10 years, built a new frame 
house. 





‘The Frasers took an active part in public lite 
as he was secretary-treasurer for Benjamin 
School district for a time, then served as coun- 
cillor for the M.0. of Lorne #400 for a number of 
years. He was also active in the building of the 
Church in the valley and also with the hall, which 
was the centre of all social events in the Valley. 

The children all went to the Calkins Valley 
School as this schoo! was closer than Benjamin, 
George was instrumental in getting his land 
transferred to Calkins Valley Schoo! District as 





James Fraser hauling food of Jroven rabbit 





Wianeko fur farm - 1996. 





Wood sawing crew at George Fras 


t was a mile and a half closer and the roads 
were better. 

‘The school was @ one-room building with 8 
grades and up to fifty-three children andas time 
‘went on the classes increased. We rode our po- 
nies the 3% miles, in cold weather or rain - it 
didn’t seem to make any difference. The barns 
were generally full in winter as everyone had @ 
pony. 

Teachers got board and room wherever it 
could be found. It was usually close to the 
school, but sometimes not too close. Some of 
the teachers were Mr. Layton, Mr. Grant, Nellie 
Craig, Mr. Irwin and many more. 

Some of our early doctors that served the 
community were Dr. Byers of Rimbey and Dr. 
Hynes of Lacombe. In case of births there was 
help such as midwives and | can remember Mrs, 
Liner was always ready to help and as she was @ 
neighbor she wasn't too far away. 

Our neighbors included John Liner - S.E. 
1-41-35: D.M. Layton -N.W, 22-41-3-5; James 
Jatfray - S.W. 12-41-3-5; and Wm, Andrews -W's 
4-41-3-5, These were all close friends of the 
family and visited regularly. As time went on, 
there were others who became good friends, 

In the early days, the homesite was cleared 
‘out of virgin timber and so in dry summers the 
settlers had their worries. Fires were constantly 
springing up and the buildings were always in 
danger. They tell of one time when the flames 





ym - 1988, 





were taking hold of the old barn, but aneighbor 
‘came by and gave them a hand to carry enough 
water to put it out. 

{As time went on the trip to buy supplies or 
sell produce was to Lacombe. Ittook aday there 
and a day back, so when the railway was built 
through Eckville and on to Nordegg, it was a 
red-letter day. It was only about twelve miles to 
drive to Eckville, which was better than driving 
thirty-five to forty miles to Lacombe. 

‘Then came the rail line through the Blind 
man Valley to Rimbey and north, which made 
Rimbey our town as the roads had easier gra- 
des 

The frame house stood until 1978, when one 
of the grandsons, Dwight and his wife Joann, 
replaced it with a lovely modern farm home. 
‘They have 3 children and live on the original 
Fraser homestead. 

George Fraser - born in Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland Sept. 13, 1875; passed away at Bentley 
February 19, 1951 

Mary Fraser-born in U.S.A. July 4, 1880 and 
went to Scotland when under 1 year old; passed 
away July 27, 1957, 

Children 

James Fraser -married Louise Beddoes and 
live at Mission B.C. - 2 children. 

Constance Fraser Skeels - deceased - 9 
children. 

John Fraser - deceased - 3 children 


Margaret Fraser Padzun - lives at Airdrie, 
Alta, - 1 child 

The children were all born and married at 
the homestead, They received their education at 
the Calkins Valley Schoo! at Lockhart 


FREEMAN, ALEXANDER E. (Sandy) 


Alexander E. (Sandy) Freeman, the third 
oldest in a family of eleven, was born in Killar- 
ney, Manitoba, February 26, 1901. He came west 
with his parents to Edmonton in 1909, andto the 
lola district in 1911, where he got his schooling 
at the lola School, 

‘As 2 young man he worked in the bush, 
lumbering and cutting railroad ties. When the 
railroad was extended north from Rimbey he 
worked with crew building the railroad, 

In 1924 Sandy and his brother, Bill, rented 
the Esco Moore farm south of Gull Lake, and 
farmed it for a few years. In 1928 he married 
‘Selma Holmen of the Sunset Hill district, west of 
Bentley. She was the eldest daughter of Louise 
land John Holmen. Sandy and Selma lived on 
various farms in the Forshee district; the Bob 
Woolgar Farm; the Charlie Raymond farm; and, 
in 1997, bought the N.W. 19-41-1-W5th., which 
was all bush. 

They cleared the land with an Oliver Hart 
Parr tractor with a brush cutter attachment, and 
started breaking the land in 1938. Sandy had a 
threshing outfit and did custom threshing for 
the neighbors. During the war years when help 
was hard to get, each farmer would supply a 
team, bundle rack, and a man, to haul bundles. 
1957 was the last year the threshing machine 
was used. 

Sandy, Selma, and family of five children 
moved onto the land (N.W. 19) in the spring of 
1941. They used two small buildings, which 
were later used as a barn anda granary when the 
house was built and they moved into it. In 1945 
‘Sandy was elected Councillor for Division 4 in 
the Municipal District of Lacombe #64, wherehe 
served two terms. He joined the Masonic Lodge 
and became Master of Kitchiner Lodge #95, in 
Rimbey, in 1956. Sandy passed away January 
25, 1957. 

‘Selma moved to Bentley in 1959. In 1960she 
married Arnold (Bing) Engebretson, who 
came from the Last West district. Bing was re- 
tired at the time and enjoyed playing the vi 
olin. Bing passed away in 1967. In 1970 Selma 
married Louis Wine, an old school pal from the 
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‘Sunset School. Louis operated the Wine Weld- 
ing and Machine Shop in Bentley, and is still 
living in Bentley. Selma was a member of the 
Eastern Star and a longtime member of the 
Forshee Community Ladies Club. She passed 
away on June 26, 1977. 

The five Freeman children, three boys and 
two girls, in order of age are Keith, Alvin, Don, 
Norma and Lois. Keith and Alvin started schoo! 
at the Chapel School. When the family moved to 
the Charlie Raymond farm, Keith, Alvin and Don 
went to the Outlet School. They rode the three 
miles on horseback. Shortly before moving to 
the N.W. 19-41-1-W.5 they started attending 
Centreview School. All the kids attended there 
until 1946, when, because of a teacher shorta- 
ge, the students were bused into Bentley. 
Keith had quit school by this time and was 
working. The first schoo! bus was operated by 
Elton Poling of Bentley, and it was an Interna~ 
tional grain truck 

Keith was born September 13, 1928. After 
leaving school he worked for Ceci! Suggett be- 
fore taking up heavy duty mechanics. In 1953he 
went into the Cat business with his brother Don. 
‘They operated this business until 1972. On May 
25, 1957, Keith married Dorothy Wiley from High 
River. In 1965 they purchased the Bob Chalmers 
farm, N.¥23-41-2-W.Sth. and moved to this 
place, where Keith still lives. Keith and Dorothy 
have two children, a son and daughter. Patrick 
was born March 3, 1958 and et present is work- 
ing in the oilfield and living in Lacombe. Bonnie 
works and lives in Rimbey. 

Alvin was born January 9, 1930. After finish- 
ing school in Bentley he farmed with his dad for 
three years. On July 14, 1951, he married Muriel 
Garries, the only daughter of Ethel and Paul 
Garries, of Bentley. Muriel had received her 
teaching certificate and taught one term at Lin- 
coin School. Alvin and a partner, Norm Wold, 
operated a Cat business for a few years. Alvin 
and Harold Wilton owned and operated the Ben- 
tley Meat and Locker Plant for some time. Alvin 
purchased the Wii-11-41-1-W.Sth from Dave 
Turnbull, and they lived there for awhile. Later 
they bought the Guillemaud farm, all of Sec. 
14-41-1-W.Sth., except the S.W. quarter. The 
N.E. quarter was about half covered with the 
water of Gull Lake. The family then moved into 
Bentley where Alvin worked for the U.G.G. and 
operated the elevator, just prior to Stan Bed- 
does, Alvin, Muriel, and family then moved to 
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Fox Creek to operate an oilfield maintenance 
business. In 1979 Alvin and Muriel moved to 
Hillspring in Southern Alberta, where they now 
live. They have four children, the eldest a son, 
Lory, born October 11, 1952. Lory lives ona farm 
near Drayton Valley, and does oilfield welding, 
(On June 18, 1977, he married Patti Truman from 
Fox Creek. They have one son, Jason, and a 
daughter, Shari. Dennis, the second son, was 
born December 13, 1956. On July 17, 1976, he 
married Debbie Hutchison, second daughter of 
Marj and Tom Hutchison of Gull Lake. They 
have two daughters, Jamie and Michelle. Dennis 
‘owns and operates a trucking business in Fox 
Creek. Paul, the third son was born April 26, 
1958. On May 6, 1978, he married Sharon Babs 
from Fox Creek. Paul purchased the oilfield 
maintenance business from his dad, and is the 
‘owner operator. The only daughter, Noreen, 
was born October 21, 1960. She works and lives 
in Fox Creek. 


Don, the third son, was born May 25, 1931 
After finishing High School in Bentley, he 
worked for two years with a survey company in 
Edmonton. On May 12, 1954, he married Eileen 
Vig, eldest daughter of Selma and Clarence Vig. 
In 1935 he went into the Cat business with his 
brother, Keith, which they operated as Freeman 
Brother Construction Ltd. In 1958 Don and Ei- 
een bought the home place, N.W. 19-81-1-W.5 
and in 1964 started farming this quarter along 
with the E.%33-41-3-W.6th, and the S)s-34-41- 
3-W.Sth, In 1967 they bought the S.E.-30-41-1~ 
W.sth. from Charles Cummings, They farmed 
all this land until 1979. In the spring of 1980 
they had @ farm auction of all their machinery. 
They still live on the home place and rent out 
the farm land. Don, in his spare time, sings 
with a group of local farmers who call them- 
solves the Forshee Farmers, Part of their per= 
formance is Don's three legged act, where he 
skillfully dances with three legs. His various 
costumes are designed and sewn by Eileen. 


Don and Eileen have four children. Theold- 
est, Carrie, was born January 1, 1955. She at- 
tended school in Bentley, and after the Bentley 
High School burned down, continued on in La- 
‘combe, where she graduated. On February 15, 
1975 she married George Anderson, son of 
Andy and Florence Anderson of Rimbey area. In 
1978 they lost an infant son, Jesse, and now 
have a daughter, Jacylyn. In 1979 they bought 
the S.W.-34-41-3-W.5th., where they now live 











Don and Elleen’s oldest son, Wes, was born 
March 16, 1957. He has worked in the oilfields 
for several years and is now a driller. He isliving 
In Red Deer at present. Beverly, the youngest 
daughter, was born April 3, 1958. After finishing 
High School at Bentley she received her Bache- 
lor of Physical Education from the University of 
Alberta. Rodger, the youngest son, was born 
June 3, 1961, and is presently working in the 
oilfield and living at home, 

Norma, the eldest daughter, was born July 
1, 1934, She took her schooling at Centerview 
and Bentley Schools, Norma worked in local 
cafes in Bentley until she married Charles Bur- 
fell, from Sundre, Alberta, on May 15, 1953. 
They lived in various places in Alberta, working 
with construction and oilfield work. In 196] they 
moved to Calgary, where they lived until 1965. 
They then moved to Whitehorse in the Yukon: 
Chuck and Norma have three children. Brenda, 
the eldest was born March 4, 1954. She lives and 
works in Whitehorse, Robert, the only son, was 
born February 28, 1957. He married Marie Fo- 
bert from Lacombe, on November 1, 1980. Ro- 
bert operates a trucking business in Whitehorse, 
with his parents, The youngest daughter, Bar- 
bara, was born July 18, 1964, She still attends 
school in Whitehorse. 

Lois, the youngest of the Sandy Freeman 
children, was born November 25, 1935. Shemar= 
ried Joe Berze, Jr. on August 20, 1954. Joe was 
‘employed by Gulf Oil on a seismic crew. They 
lived in @ number of places in Alberta and Sas- 
katchewan. In 1958 they bought the Cal Moulton 
place, the $.£.~12-81-2-W.Sth, and moved onto 
it in 1961, when Joe transferred to the Rimbey 
Gas Plant, where he still works. They have three 
children. Charlene, the oldest, was born Febru- 
ary 15, 1956. She married Rick Nelson of the 
Eckville area on September 27, 1975. They have 
two children, Vici and Timothy. Charlene and 
Rick are presently living in Blackfalds. The se~ 
‘cond daughter, Jo Anne, was born March 13, 
1959, After graduating from Bentley High 
School she worked in Rimbey, where she also 
lives. The youngest, a son named Blair, was 
born March 17, 1961. Blair graduated from Ben- 
tley School and presently lives at home where 
he helps with the farming, 


FREEMAN, JAMES JR. 
By Bessie McKay 


James was the son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Freeman and on April 15, 1930 married Bessie 


Ellsworth, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Ellsworth. 

‘The Freemans moved to a farm south of 
Bentley (the Hopkins farm) and later to a farm 
in the Rainy Creek district 

They had 7 children, Phyllis, Delbert, Marie, 
Allen, Floyd, Shirley and Dennis. Jim passed 
away May 10, 1940. 

Phyllis was born November 8, 1930 and 
lived in Bentley until moving to Nanton with her 
uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Ste- 
henson, in 1948, In 1953 she married Alfred 
Sawley, who ranched near the Stephensons. 
They have a family of 8 boys and an adopted 
daughter. The family belongs to the Centen- 
nial Horse Club and participates in horse 
shows, cattle penning, trail rides and 
gymkhana events. 

Delbert was born at home on the Hopkins 
farm, April 11, 1982, with Dr. Henry and Mrs. 
Louise Holmen attending. He took his school- 
ing at Centreview, Chapel and Bentley. He was 
born a cripple so was unable to do heavy work, 
but worked at jobs he was able to do, He spent 
his later years with his sister, Marie and her 
husband. Delbert became the victim of leuke- 
mia and passed away September, 1964. 

Alice Marie, the second daughter, was born 
in Bentley, July 14, 1933, and received her 
schooling at Centreview, Chapel and Bentley. 
‘On May 30, 1959, she married John Andrew 
Nyman, from the Shady Nook district. She and 
her husband operate a shop in Red Deer and 
have 3 children, Laurence Wayne, born August 
26, 1960; Heather Dawn — April 5, 1965 and 
‘Cameron Wade — July 30, 1969. 

Albert Allen was born May 31, 1934 and 
married Theresa Marie Nolin, November 25, 
4961. They have 2 children, Beverly Anne Jean, 
born April 29, 1963 and Lloyd Allen, born May 
20, 1965. Albert Is with the R.C.M.P. 

Floyd Alfred was born in Bentley, August 
40, 1936, and married Diane Youngberg of 
Hillcrest Mines. Their children are Lore 
Floyd, born February 16, 1967; Tracy Diane - 
June 25, 1968, and Teena Marie - March 21 
4971. Floyd and Diane were married in the 
Bellevue Catholic church, June 10, 1964. 
Floyd worked in Oran, Algeria, for Westburne 
International Drilling Limited, as a toolpush or 
rig supervisor and while there, he and his wife 
and daughter, Tracy, were killed in an auto ac- 
cident and are buried at Hillcrest, in the 
Crowsnest Pass. Lome and Teena now make 
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their home with their uncle Dennis and aunt 
Peggy and have been with them for 7 years, 

Shirley Marlene, third daughter, was born at 
Bentley September 16, 1938, and took her 
schooling there. Later she moved to Red Deer 
and clerked in a department store until her mar- 
riage to Robert Hjelmeland, son of Mr. and Mrs, 
Leonard Hjelmeland of Red Deer, on April 20, 
1957. They have 4 children. Terry Robert was 
born April §, 1959; Bradley Zane — December 
28, 1961, and now attending college in Edmon- 
ton; Brenda Marlene — July 24, 1962 and De- 
bora Lynn — November 15, 1964. Shirley works 
at Michener Gentre In Red Deer and her hus- 
band works for Great West Feeds in Red Deer. 

Dennis Elwood was born at Bentley May 6, 
1940 and on December 28, 1960 married Mar- 
garet Thompson at Gaetz United Church, Red 
Deer. They have 3 children, Douglas Elwood, 
born July 15, 1961; James Floyd — August 8, 
1963, and Susan Leeann — January 1, 1965, all 
born in Red Deer. Dennis works as a floor layer 
in the city of Red Deer, where they lived for 5 
years after they were married and then moved to 
the Crowsnest Pass area for 2 years and to Cal- 
gary and Okotoks for 9 years. Later they moved 
back to the Pass and operated a ceramic shop in 
Hillcrest. Selling itthis year, they moved back to 
the Red Deer area. 

In 1943, | married John James McKay, who 
at one time farmed in the Chapel district, andhe 
passed away in May, 1959, We had a daughter, 
Beverley Anne, who was born at Rimbey, Febru- 
ary 11, 1945. | later moved to Red Deer and took 
in boarders. It was here Bev became ill and 
passed away at the age of 15 years on February 
13, 1960. | still reside in Red Deer. 





FREEMAN, JAMES SR. 
By Mary Sakariassen 

James Freeman was born September 1, 
1859, at Mitchell, Ontario. There were three 
boys and one gir in this family. While the child- 
ren were still small the family moved to Keppel, 
Ontario, which was north of Wiarton, Ontario, 
This was timber country, so the boys grew up 
knowing how to use a broad axe. 

In 1882 James Freeman made his way west 
by working on the railroad to Snowflake, 
Manitoba. 

In 1884 he homesteaded near Killarney, Ma~ 
nitoba. He took out logs and built a house. 
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These logs were hewed. He broke up the homes- 
tead, and planted a windbreak which stil 
stands, 

In April 1897, my mother, Jenny Young, 
came out to Killamey, and Mother and Dad were 
married April 30, 1897. Mother was born at 
‘Owen Sound, Ontario. They had six children 
here: Harriet (Hattie); Wiliam (Bill); Alexander 
(Sandy); Margaret, James and Samuel 

In 1908 Dad got the urge to go to Alberta 
which, he had heard, was such a great country. 
He sold his farm to a brother and itstill remains 
in the Freeman name. They moved to Belleview, 
Manitoba, where |, Mary, was born. Dad did 
blacksmithing while we were there. Then in the 
spring of 1908 we came to Edmonton by train. 
We were headed for the Peace River country but 
found out from a friend that it was very wet, with 
impossible roads, While in Edmonton Dad did 
blacksmithing. 

He took @ homestead in the lola district in 
the fall of 1910 and we came to Rimbey, where 
we spent the winter. Bessie was born here in 
January, 1911, That summer we moved to lola, 
‘where we lived in the Tom Tuttle house, about a 
mile from the homestead. 

‘Again Dad cut logs, hewed them, and built a 








Grandad Freeman on his 80th birthday, September 1 


1999, 








Harry and Emest. 





large house, which still stands. Later he took out 
more logs, hewed them, and built a large barn, 
which still stands and is being used. 

Here three more children were born; Ernest, 
Harry, and Florence. We were eighteen miles 
from the nearest doctor, who was Dr. Byers at 
Rimbey, so a midwife delivered the children. 

It was not an easy life to raise a large family 
‘on a homestead, but we were always warm, 
happy, and never hungry. We raised a large 
garden. There was lots of wild fruit for the pick- 
ing and plenty of wild game. 

Mother kept the lola Post Office for many 
years. We had many who came a distance for 
‘mail and stayed for lunch 

We walked a mile to school and were only 
able to get to grade VIII. Then it was necessary 
to go away for further education, 

Dad had to find work away from home at 
times. He worked one summer on the Provincial 
Hospital at Ponoka, doing carpenter work 
When he came home, which wasn't very often, 
he had to walk forty miles home and the same 
back 

Land was cleared with an axe and broke up 
with a walking plow. In the early years hay was 


cut with a scythe. It was usually slough hay 
which didn’t make very good feed. We had afew 
cows, chickens and pigs, but had no horses 
until the fall of 1916. There was really excite- 
ment when Dad came home with our own 
horses, and a wagon and a buggy. Before this 
we had to depend on neighbors, and we had 
many good ones. 

Mother made quilts and rugs, knit our 
stockings and mitts, and made overciothes. 
There was nothing wasted. 

have many fond memories of growing up 
at lola. 

My folks lived on the homestead until 1930. 
Dad was now seventy years old, They moved to 
Bentley where some of the boys had settled 
Mother passed away in 1936, Dad lived for 
awhile with Jim and moved to Wetaskiwin to live 
with Margaret. He passed away in 1943, 

Of the family, Hattie was married to William 
Hicklin of Cayley. They had five boys and two 
girls. She later married Gus Quast and there 
were three girls by this marriage. 

Bill never married, For anumber of years he 
drilled water wells through the country and lived 
in Rimbey. 

‘Sandy married Selma Holmen of Bentley, 
‘They had three boys and two girls. 

Margaret married Harry Kinert and they had 
two boys. She later married Christian Lohndorf. 

Jim married Bessie Ellsworth and they had 
four boys and three girls. 
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‘Sam married Joan Williams and they raised 
a family of three boys and four girls. 

I married Richard (Dick) Brockway of Cay- 
ley, Alta, We raised one son and two daughters. 

Bessie married Edwin Chowen of Bentley. 
They raised two boys and one girl 

Emest never married 

Florence passed away in 1929 while under- 
going an operation for appendix. 

Harry married Florence Sutherland from 
High River. They have two daughters. 

Emest and Harry served overseas in World 
War II from 1942 - 1945, 

Sandy, Jim, and Sam, farmed in the Bentley 
area, as did Ernest in later years. 

Harry served as fire warden in the Crowsn- 
est Pass area, 

Of this family, only Bessie, Harry, and my- 
self are living. 

(Of my own family, Irvin lives at Cayley. He 
‘owns his own farm but due toill health, rents itto 
his son-in-law. He and his wife, Helen, own and 
operate the Cayley Store. 

Marie married Barry Barkley, who works for 
Hudson Bay Oil Co. Marie teaches schoo! in 
Didsbury. Betty Lou graduated from Holy Cross 
Hospital in Calgary as an R.N., and nurses in 
Camrose. She married Bernard McDermott, 
‘who works for International Harvester Co. 

My first husband, Dick, passed away in 
1961. 





Bil, Jim, Sam, Sandy and Dad Freeman. Harry st 
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In 1971, | married Fred Sakariassen, and we 
live in High River. 


FREEMAN, ERNEST SHANE 

Emest was born November 26, 1916, at lola. 
He moved to Bentley with his parents in 1930, 
and took some of his schooling in Bentley. Ern- 
est served overseas with the Armed Services 
during World War II. On his return he farmed 
and operated a general trucking business in the 
High River district. Then in 1954 he returned to 
Bentley to work in construction as a Cat opera~ 
tor. In the early 1960's he bought the S.E.% 16 
41-2-W.5 from Allan Robson. Here, Ernest, still 
bachelor, farmed and raised hogs. His dog Wal- 
ter was @ faithtul companion and a great help 
when sorting pigs. Ernest passed away sud- 
denly on August 15, 1971, at the age of 54 years, 


FREEMAN, SAMUEL 
By Joan Freeman 

‘Samuel Freeman was born at Ninette, Ma- 
nitoba, near Killarney, August 1906, the fifth 
child and fourth son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Freeman, 

‘After numerous moves from Killarney to 
Saskatchewan and on to Edmonton, Mr. Free- 
man and his family of seven arrived in Rimbey 
and after staying there about a year, they moved 
toa homestead in the lola district, one mile west 
of the lola school and hall 

The older boys each took up homesteads 
on the base line and at harvest time went to 
Southern Alberta for the harvest and on into 
B.C. to the lumber mills for the winter. 

In the late 20's, Sandy and Bill rented the 
Esco Moore place near Bentley and Sam went 
there to help with the harvest and Mary to do the 
cooking 

Gradually, they all went to the Bentley area, 
although, Sam, in the early 30's, took up road- 
‘work and worked with the Philip Bjorkgren road 
construction crews, driving a"Cat" in the Roch- 
fort Bridge area for two or three years. In winter 
he hewed ties for the railway near Hoadley. 

Ed Elisworth never failed to tell the story 
about Sam stooking afield of wheat which made 
40 bushels to the acre. At the end of the day, 
when Ed finished cutting, Sam had kept up with 
the binder and opened the gate for Ed to moveto 
the new field. 

In December, 1933, Sam rented the land 
east of Norman Read's, near Forshee, which was 











‘Sam Freeman on h 





ting tip - 1929 


owned by Mrs. C. F. Damron. At that time he 
owned 4 heifers, a wagon and a team, 

He married Joan Williams of the Potter 
Creek district. She was the local schoo! teacher 
at lola, This was during the depression and he 
went every fall to hunt for the year's supply of 
meat, as his father had always done. He loved 
the hunt and kept it up until the winter before his 
death, He also loved fishing and enjoyed fishing 
trips to Buck Lake and to the west country, 
which he knew like a book 

‘After 3 years, Sam bought the farm which is 
now in his son's possession. It had been owned 
by Norman Read and was about 2 miles north of 
Forshee. 

‘There were now 2 boys, Philip and Ralph, 
and that fall, Patricia was born. A small house 
was built, followed by two additions, when Ter- 
ence, Gladys, Beatrice and Sandra arrived. 

The family, with the exception of Philip and 
myself, have moved to many different places. | 
was widowed in 1964, when Sam suffered a fatal 
heart attack. 

Philip is caretaker and ice makerat the Rim- 
bey Curling Rink. 

Ralph is a consulting engineer and lives in 
‘Texas with his wife, the former Hilda Carlson of 
Lethbridge. She teaches school and they havea 
daughter, Andrea 

Patricia married an oll worker from Saskat- 
‘chewan. They had 4 sons before David's death. 
Later she married Sandy Liddell and has a son 





and a daughter from that marriage. She now 
lives in Leslieville. Her eldest son is married and 
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he and Peggy and their young son live in Red 
Deer, where he works ona gravel crushing out- 
fit. Ken works in lumber mills in High Level and 
Bob and Earl work in lumber mills at Rocky 
Mountain House. 

Terence is an electrician in High Level, 
where he was Mayor for some years. He and his, 
wife, Betty, have 2 sons and a daughter. Shane 
is finishing high school, Dianne attends the 
‘School for the Deafin Edmonton and Kentis still 
at home. 

Gladys became a doctor and practised in 
Peace River. She is married to a lawyer, Ernest 
Marshall Q.C. They have a son, Geoftrey, and 2 
daughters, Heather and Alison. 

Beatrice is a secretary and her husband, 
Russell Shortt, from Dawson Creek, Is @ top 
ranking surveyor. They live in Vernon, B.C. and 
have a son, Jason, and a daughter, Nicole. 

‘Sandra was a teacher and married an army 
corporal from Ontario, by the name of Jim Gray. 
They have 2 sons, Jamie and Rodney and a 
small daughter, Penny. 

After being a 4-H leader for eleven years, | 
Joined Women’s Institute and became Consti- 
tuency Convenor. | am now active in choir and 
church work, secretary for the Historical Park in 
Rimbey for some years and continue raising 
Charolais cattle, 





GARRIES, GEORGE AND FAMILY 
By Gladys Garries and Ruth Lundberg 

‘The senior Garries family came to Alberta 
as immigrants in 1900 and settled in the Bent- 
ley district. Mr. and Mrs. Garries and their 
three sons, George, Will and Art, with their 
families, brought household furnishings, im- 
plements for farming and a carload of live~ 
stock with them. 

George and his wite, Mina, and three of their 
family - Bessie, Paul and Gladys, all of whom 
were born in Nebraska, came, and later, Harry 
was born and we have been told he was the first 
white child born in the Blindman Valley. Over 
the next few years six more children were added 
to the family - Arthur (who died very young), 
George, Ruth, Mina, Charlie and Roy. 

The four original families lived for a time on 
the eastern side of the Blindman River 2 miles 
south of Bentley. Dad crossed the river on a 
fording spot and he and his wite took a homes- 
tead one-half mile west of the river. Here Dad 
built a log house and, eventually, a barn and 
‘other outbuildings. For years he ran a lime kiln 
on the edge of a creek in the south-east corner 
of his farm 

Mother was a wonderful cook and was well 
known in the district. So much so, that whenever 
the Indians camped in the area, they made haste 
to come to the house for bread. Many, many 
years later, some of the Indians going through 
the village on one of the annual trips they made, 
‘came to our house with a very sick papoose. On 
‘a hot day the wee thing was fastened in the 
mother’s back carrier. Our Mother loosened 
that, but whether she was able to do anything 
more for the little thing is not remembered, but 
they thought Mother would know what to do. 

Dad loved horses and had brought many 
fine horses with him in the settlers’ car. Most of 
these horses became sick and Dad called it 
“Swamp fever.” Those that survived were re- 
leased and some have said they formed the nu- 


cleus of the herd of wild horses that are often 
seen on the Kootenay Plains. 

Our parents were the only Garries who 
stayed on the farm. Our grandfather hurt his eye 
land they returned to Hastings, Nebraska, to 
‘get medical help. Later, Grandpa Garries died 
and a few years after Grandma married a Mr. 
Ed Smith and they lived many years in a nice 
home which still stands in Hastings. 

Will and his family returned to Nebraska 
and he became a minister. 

Artlived in Bentley for quite afew years and 
worked as an auctioneer and finally moved to 
Castor. From there he took his family to Eckville 
and eventually to Bellingham, Wash. One 
daughter, Olive, stil lives in Alberta. She has a 
large family, most of whom live near, or in 
Edmonton, 

Dad was always dealing in horses, but he 
did some of his early farm work with oxen and 
we have often heard Mother and Dad speak 
fondly of Old Buck or other faithful oxen. 

Later, after all the children were born, 
Mother moved the whole family to Bentley as 
Dad was away most of the time dealing (dicker 
ing, he called it) for horses. We moved into Un- 
cle Arthur's house and it was there Charlie and 
Roy were born 

Dad now had a machinery business and he 
was the village blacksmith. Mother kept books 
for him and one of the old ledgers has the ac- 
‘counts of many Bentley old-timers. 

Mother and Dad had made one return visit 
to Nebraska when Bessie was in her teens and 
she stayed there to get a little more education 
than they were able to give her at the litle Ste- 
phenson school. When she returned, the folks 
didn't like her working out so they added a room 
to the house and Bessie became the "Hello Girl” 
for Bentley and district. Bessie married Art 
Fields shortly afterwards and Mother took over 
the operator's job, which she had for seventeen 
years. We all helped off and on — but mostly 
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“off” I'm afraid, She was an excellent operator 
and did her job as well as she could. 

Bessie and Art farmed on the old homes- 
tead for some time and then Art bought land of 
his own in the Lockhart Valley. He died during 
the 1918 lu epidemic. Bessie was left with two 
litte girls to raise — Helen and Alice. She came 
back home to operate the central telephone of- 
fice but after a few years she married Bill Coston 
land they had 5 children, John, Doris, Leroy, Jim 
and Mina. Leroy was killed in a snow slide as a 
youngster but the rest are all living in Alberta, 
‘with the exception of Alice, who is married toa 
minister and lives near Portland, Oregon. Bes- 
sie and Bill have both passed away. 

Mother did everything well. We still re- 
member the scalloped potatoes she made for 
church suppers and the lemon pie — par excel- 
lent — and the doughnuts. 

We all picked saskatoons and other wild 
fruit which was preserved for the long winters 
and added to that were the dried fruits. Dad 
called the prunes “C.P.R. Strawberries.” When 
transportation became easier, Mother canned 
crate after crate of peaches, pears and apricots 
and made delicious crabapple pickles. In our 
earlier days we remember eating salt-cured 
meat, canned beef and pork and other foods 
that helped to feed a big family through the long 
winter. When we were small Dad used to 
butcher his own pigs and that was an exciting 
day. 

Paul, the oldest boy, became his dad's 
“right hand” man and there seemed to be no end 
to his ability to repair machinery. Even the 
‘nurses at our hospital sometimes called on him 
to fix more delicate hospital equipment. He mar- 
ried Ethel Andrews and they had one daughter, 
Muriel, but Ethel died at that time so Mother 
took over raising the little girl and Paul came 
back home to live. He died in 1961. Muriel 
grew into a lovely girl and married Alvin Free- 
man, They had 3 sons and a daughter. 

Gladys helped her mother at home and later 
married her cousin, Russell Garries, who had 
returned to Alberta on the advice of his doctor 
because he showed signs of tuberculosis. Rus- 
sell and Paul took over Dad's shop, turned it into 
‘a machinery outlet and a hardware. This store 
now belongs to Russell's son and their families. 
Russell and Gladys lived many yearstosee their 
family grow up and marty. 

Russell's brother, Ralph, returned to Al- 
berta with his wife and their family of 3 children 





who live in Bentley, Calgary and Edmonton, 
Ralph and his wife are both deceased. 

Harry farmed the old homestead. He mar- 
ried Hazel Nelson and they had a family of five. 
Harry died while still a comparatively young 
man. Hazel remarried in time and lived, until 
her death, in Edmonton, Their oldest daughter 
Phyllis married an English aviator and when 
he retired, they came back to Bentley to make 
their home and have just completed a new ho- 
me. They have 4 children. 

George worked on oil wells. He married a 
girl from east of Lacombe and they had a family 
of 4 and later a pair of twins and another daugh- 
ter were added to the family. All the children live 
in Alberta 

Another child, Arthur, of the original family, 
died while still a baby. 

Ruth was next in line and she became a 
teacher and married Okey Lundberg in 1928. He 
was of Swedish ancestry and his parents both 
came from Gothenburg, Sweden. They have 2 
children—David, who works for Amoco Oils asa 
data computer and Lesley, who married Clayton 
Lofstrand and they have 3 children. David mar- 
ried a school chum and has 3 children, 

Mina came next and martied Elton Poling 
when she was very young. Elton was the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Poling, who came to the dis- 
trict in 1907. Elton and Mina had 5 children, 2 
boys and 3 girls. The oldest son, George, was 
the first person to graduate in Metallurgy from 
the U. of A. and now has his full professorship at 
the U. of B.C. He is married and they have 5 
children. 

Harry, the second son, has a very good job 
with Trail Smelters and he and his wite, Gale, 
have 4 children. 

Lorna is a widow and lives in Vancouver. 

Shirley lives in Lacombe. She married Wal- 
ter Arnholtz and they have 4 children. They are 
all grown now. Monica is married, Tim is going 
to university in Red Deer and the other two girs, 
Ursula and Crystal, are attending high schoo! 
in Lacombe. 

‘Gerry is married and at the presenttimeshe 
and her husband, Bill Brennan, live in Victoria 
where Bill has just recently decided to try his 
handat fishing for salmon. They have2 children, 

Charlie Garries was born at Bentley and 
‘completed his high school there at about the 
time the dirty thirties arrived, so he never was 
able to obtain a steady job, but lived with Mother 
in the big house and did what odd jobshe could, 








He died at the age of 21, while swimming in the 
Battle River. We think he may have had a heart, 
attack as he never was very strong, 

Roy, the last born, also grew up and com- 
pleted his schooling at Bentley. He droveatruck 
for several years. He had met a girl from Prince 
Rupert, Tillie Engen, and she convinced him 
that was where his future lay, s0 he moved there 
and later they were married. For many years he 
was a fisherman but he tired of the long days at 
sea and took up carpentering, which he prac- 
tised until his death of cancer in 1977. 

‘At the present time, we are the only remain- 
ing members of the George Garries family. 


GARRIES, HARRY EDWARD AND 
HAZEL LOUISE 
By Phyllis Wright 


Harry Edward Garries, the son of Mr. &Mrs. 
George Garries, was born in July of 1901, the 
first baby born in the Rainy Creek District. His 
boyhood and schooling were completed in the 
Bentley District. 

In March, 1924, he was married to Hazel 
Louise Nelson, of Keisey, Saskatchewan in the 
United Church Manse, in Lacombe. Hazel was 
the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Hans Peter Nelson 
land was born in Bristol, South Dakota, in April 
1902. She was employed by the John Ree family 
of Bentley when she met Harry. 





Harry Garris at a very young age 
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They began married life on the Oborne 
farm, north of Bentley, where Phyllis, Kenneth, 
& Dorothy were born. Their friends and neigh~ 
bors included Jake and Ida Whitworth and the 
Bert DeGroff family. Later they moved to the 
George Garries farm where June and Clifford 
were born. They entered into the church and 
social life of the Rainy Creek district, having for 
close friends, Marius and Ava Nelson, now of 
Clyde, Alta. Mr. & Mrs. Wyatt, Sr. lived directly 
across the road from them, and were wonderful 
neighbors and friends when Harry died very 
suddenly of heart failure while doing his farm 
chores on the same farm where he was born 
thirty years before, 

Hazel and her five children, the oldest 6 
years and the youngest four months old, moved 
into Bentley. The children grew up and com- 
pleted most of their education in the Bentley and 
Rimbey area. 

Hazel later married Emile Martineau of Ben- 
tley. Two sons were born to them, Ronnie, now 
of Calgary; and Richard of Edmonton. Hazel and 
Emile lived in Rimbey and Viking, and later re- 
sided in Edmonton, where Emile passed away in 
1961. Hazel died in 1970 while visiting her son, 
Kenneth, in Vancouver. 


PHYLLIS GARRIES was born and raised in 
Bentley, where she completed her education. 

In 1941 she started working for the Royal 
Bank in Lacombe, whore she was employed un- 
til her marriage to Walter Wright of the R.A. 
Station, Penhold, in 1943. She was then trans- 
ferred to the Royal Bank in Red Deer. In the 
following year Walter was repatriated to Eng- 
land. Phyllis joined him in England the following 
‘August, sailing in convoy from New York to Li- 
verpool. In the following month Walter was sent 
to France so Phyllis decided to go back to work, 
She secured a position with the Cementation 
Co. Ltd. in Bentley, Doncaster, Yorkshire, and 
worked there until the end of the war. Working 
for this large company was a fortunate circum- 
stance as she was readily accepted and was able 
to make many friends. She became integrated 
into the English way of life, which she enjoyed 
immensely, and today still retains fondest me- 
mories of her life spent abroad, 

During the war her brother, Kenneth, spent 
a leave with her; and she also visited Bill and 
Meda Paterson (nee Wiancko) at Bill’s uncle’s 
farm in Scotland. 

‘After Walter was demobbed, they bought a 














Harry Garries and daughter, Phyllis 


residence in Doncaster, where Hazel was born 
in 1947 and Wendy in 1949, During this period 
they were pleasantly surprised to be visited by 
Mr. & Mrs, B.S, Cameron, of Lacombe, Alberta. 

They lived three years in Doncaster, then 
moved to Pudsey, Yorkshire, where Diane was 
born in 1951 

In 1983 they decided to emigrate back to 
Canada, and took up residence in Edmonton. 
Walter was employed by Northwest industries 
for many years before starting his own business 
with three other employees of N.W.|. Here Paul 
was born in 1957. 

When her mother came to live with them, 
and the children were in school, Phyllis returned 
to work, and was employed by various offices, 
before she and Walter retired in 1979 to Bent- 
ley, 

Their daughter, Hazel, and family now live 
in Edmonton. Wendy is in New Zealand, Diane 
and family is in Toronto, and Paul and his wife 
live in Edmonton. 

Kenneth and his wife, Zelma, live in Van- 
couver with their three sons. 

Dorothy died in 1976, leaving one daughter. 

June and family lived in Creelman, Saskat- 
chewan, where she died in 1978, leaving her 
husband and nine children. 

Clifford and his wife, Edna, live in Edmon- 
ton. They have one son. 





GARRIES, RALPH 
By Ralph (Red) Garries, 

William Henry and Maude Garries, Father 
and Mother of Ralph George Garries and Rus- 
sell Robert Brian Garries, first came to Bentley 
district by settler train from Hastings, Nebraska, 
to Lacombe, and horse arid wagon to Bentley, 
where they homesteaded the N.W.16-40-1-W.5. 
‘A house was built, along with shelters and fen- 
‘ces {or livestock. The Stephensons were their 
neighbors and they visited with Philo and Aunt 
Maggie Slaughter. After a year or two the W.H. 
Garries family returned to Nebraska, William 
Garrios took up the Lutheran Ministry and the 
family carried on life in south eastern Nebraska. 
Russell returned to Bentley about 1915. Ralph 
married Katie Emma Brenner from Nebraska, 
and from their marriage three children were 
born:- Hazel was born in 1914, Ralph in 1919, 
and Irl in 1922. 

In 1924 we moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, 
where we stayed until the depression caused a 
shortage of jobs and money, so our thoughts 
turned to other places and things. Russell and 
Paul Garries had the Imperial Oil Agency and 
International Harvester machine agency in Ben- 
tley, so Russsell made arrangements for our 
family to immigrate to Canada where Ralph 
could look after the Imperial Oil Station. We 
boarded the train at Omaha and headed north to 
Winnipeg - Calgary - Lacombe, and arrived at 
Bentley on July 31, 1930. 

It was a great experience to be living in the 
country and taking part in the farming opera- 
tions; seeing the grain being cut and stoked; 
threshed and hauled to the elevator, where Bill 
Pringle looked after the Alberta Pacific Grain 
Co. elevator, and Fred Hunter was the Alberta 
Wheat Pool agent. Grain was cheap and the 
elevator charged a fee to load the grain into cars, 
80 many farmers loaded their own cars. They 
weighed at the Atlas Lumber Yard scale and if 
space wasn't available at the loading platform 
the cars were spotted all along the siding and 
the grain was shovelled up into the car from the 
wagon or truck, whichever was being used to 
haul the grain, saving the few cents the elevators 
charged. Many farmers bought feed cattle to 
finish, hoping for a better return on their grain. 
However, about all that was gained was a lot of 
hard work. Steers were $15.00 to $20.00 each. 
Hogs weren't much of 2 money making deal 
either, at $1.50 per cwt. or about $3.00 per hog. 








The Government would pay $10.00 per month to 
a farmer if he would take an unemployed man in 
the winter and give him a job, and feed him. The 
farmer would get $5.00 and the hired man $5.00, 
Usually the hired man had a good placeto stay 
and plenty to eat and the farmer had help do- 
ing chores and getting up the winter's wood 
supply. In most cases this worked quite well 
but in a few instances the farmer tried to take 
advantage of the cheap labour and in that ca- 
se, of course, the hired hand looked for 
another place to stay.-Horses were still the 
main source of power but many farmers were 
using tractors to piow and pull cultivators. In 
order to keep costs down some truckers would 
bring in unrefined gas from the Turner Valley 
field, it was quite a bit cheaper but would 
cause the fuel line to vapour lock and it 
smelled like the skunks had let go. 

‘September saw us in school. Irl was in the 
cottage school where Keith Freeman's house 
now stands. Isobel McLagen was Ir’s teacher. 
‘The larger grades were in the two roomed brick 
school which is now used as the Elks Legion 
Building, In the east room were the lower grades 
where Lisa Lundberg taught. Ralph was in 
Grade 5 and Hazel in 10 where Mrs. Pomphrey 
taught the higher grades. The winter of 1930-31 
was quite mild but we did manage to ski and 
skate which we had not been able to do in Ne~ 
braska, We enjoyed our new home and country 
and managed to keep busy. 

In 1940 Hazel married Herb Hazelwood who 
had come to Bentley from New Brigden country. 
Herb worked for Dave Schumaker who had the 
Red Head Petroleum Products agency, and also 
ran a trucking business. In the fall Herb would 
haul grain all day and shovel into the truck and 
out of the truck into the box car. The siding at 
Bentley had a raised loading platform to bring 
the grade up to the box car floor level, so if you 
were loading grain you didn’t have to lift it into 
the car. Usually, however, the platform was oc 
‘cupied so the trucker had to lift the grain about 
four feet high to get it into the car. After hauling 
grain all day Herb would often take the truck to 
Calgary to get a load of gas, The gas was in 45 
gallon drums which required a lot of juggling to 
oad and unload. In the winter Bentley had a 
pretty good hockey team and Herb played goal 
for the seniors. The skating rink, of course, was 
an open air, high board fence arena which had 
to be shovelled off after every snow and blow. 
The curling rink and skating rink were located 
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at the rear of the Garries hardware store and 
provided many hours of entertainment during 
the winter months. 

In the early days Percy and Frank Thorp. 
supplied electricity for the lights of Bentley trom 
their garage on the corner, in the building now 
‘occupied by Bentley Agencies. The power was 
started up from dusk to midnight each night, or 
somewhat longer for special occasions. Mon- 
day was wash day and Tuesday was ironing day, 
‘on which days the plant was operated in the 
mornings until noon. in 1935 Calgary power ex- 
tended their line from Sylvan Lake to Bentley 
and Rimbey and thus the era of the Thorp Power 
Corp. came to an end, 

Hazel and Herb moved to Turner Valley 
where Herb worked as a mechanic for Charlie 
Shepard at Shepard Motors. Three children 
were born to them:- John, Dianne, and Alonzo. 
After the war the Hazelwoods moved to Edmon- 
ton where Herb worked at Edmonton Auto 
Parts. John married Mary James from Edmon- 
ton and they had two children. Dianne married 
Ray Laitila from the Eckville area. They live in 
Edmonton and have three girls and one boy, 
plus one grandchild. Lon married a nurse, 
Sandy Coburn. They live in Mill Woods. Sandy 
nurses at University Hospital and Lonis anelec- 
trician apprentice, 

Herb had rheumatic fever when he was 
young and his heart was weakened. Because of 
it he died in 1967, and is buried in Edmonton. 
Hazel lives in Edmonton in Senior Citizens 
Apartments and enjoys good health, 

‘When the war broke outin 1939 Militia Units 
were formed at many places, and "B” Company 
of the 17th Field Ambulance Unit located at 
Lacombe. Dr. W.A. Henry, Bentley's doctor, was 
the Officer Commanding and many local young 
men joined the medical unit, with parades once 
a week, with two weeks camping in the fall at 
Sarcee Camp, west of Calgary. Among those 
joining this unit were Ralph and Irl, Lee Hutton, 
Gary Pringle, and Bob Evernden. Training at 
Lacombe continued until the unit was mobil- 
ized, and then the decision whether to go active 
with the meds or join another unit. One Sunday 
in December the Japs bombed Pear! Harbor, so 
Monday morning Ralph and Ralph Thorp 
(Dude) went to Calgary and joined the R.C.AF. 
Ralph Garries went to Manning Pool in Toronto 
for transfer to a trade school, Ralph Thorp to 
Edmonton. Toronto was quite an experience. 
Out West the cold didn't seem to bother too 
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much but that winter in Ontario was something 
else; not too cold by the thermometer, but the 
humidity sent the cold right through you. We 
discarded the shorts we wore in the West for the 
two piece wool underwear the air force issued, 
and were darn glad to have it. After a couple of 
months at basic training in Toronto atthe C.N.E. 
grounds, Red (Ralph) was transferred to Tech- 
nical Training School at St. Thomas, toa course 
in Aircraft Electricity. After completion of this 
course Red was posted to No. 3- S.F.T.S., Cal- 
gary, a training schoo! for the British Common- 
wealth Air Training Plan. After about a year in 
Calgary another posting to 165 Transport 
Squadron, based at Sea Island, with detach- 
ments at Edmonton and Rivers, Manitoba, 
where paratroopers from Camp Shilo, Manit- 
ba, were taken to Rivers by truck, flown back 
over Rivers and dropped out, Red spent almost a 
year at Rivers and was then posted back to 
Edmonton. 








The unit at Edmonton flew supplies and 
personnel into northern bases; a scheduled 
flight into Whitehorse each way every day, plus 
special flights into weatherbase stations in the 
Arctic and North West Territorities. Irl had also 
joined the R.C.A.F. as a pilot under the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan. He com- 
pleted his elementary training but washed out in 
Service Flying School. So he re-mustered to Air 
Bomber, which was completed at Paulsen, Ma- 
nitoba, and Ir graduated as a Pilot Officer and 
was posted to 127 Squadron in England. From 
there a tour of Opts was completed and Irl was 
returned to Canada and discharged. Before the 
war irl had worked at the Blindman Valley Co: 
op, alivestock buying organization. Glen Wright 
was the manager, so after his discharge, Irl 
helped Glen with the office work until an open- 
ing developed in Calgary at Alberta Livestock 
Co-op. Irl moved to Calgary to work and was 
able to stay with Mr. and Mrs. John Damron, 
Dorothy Hopkins’ parents, He married Dorothy 
Robertson in 1948 and they moved to Sunnysi- 
de, by the Louise Bridge. They had three chil- 
dren. Brian was killed in a car accident near 
Camrose in 1969, Debbie is at home and Brentis. 
‘a Computer Programer for Acquataine Resou! 
ces, After the A.L.C. folded, Irl, Dorothy, and Al 
Robertson (Dorothy's brother) operate Robbie's 
Restaurant at Market Mall in West Calgary. 


Red was discharged in 1945 and with the 
extension of electricity into rural areas, Dick 




















Moore and Red started Valley Electric in 1947. 
Since then numerous farms were wired and the 
farm burden was slightly eased, as water was 
now pumped with electric power and milkers 
were used more readily to milk cows. Refrigera- 
tors solved the problem of keeping foods from 
spoiling, and life was just alittle bit pleasanter, 

In 1950 Red and Doris Holmes were mar- 
ried. Leslie Ann was their first child, She is now 
married to Ken Haarstad and has a daughter, 
Michelle. Leslie works for a legal firm in Red 
Deer, 

Bill married Leslie Ann Miller, a local schoo! 
teacher from Calgary. They bought the original 
Major McPherson homestead from Marie 
Johnston, where they now live. They have a 
daughter, Barbara, and a son, Scott 

Bob is a member of Valley Electric and lives 
in Bentley. He and Verna (Hendrickson) have a 
daughter, Charmaine. They live in the old Whit- 
worth house on the acreage at the north edge of 
town, where Grandma and Grandpa Ree lived, 
and which later became the Ralph Garries 
home. 

Both Bill and Bob are members of the Ben- 
tley Volunteer Fire Department, 

Patricia graduated as an R.N. in 1980. She 
lives in Edmonton and works at the University of 
Alberta Hospital 

Katie died in 1968 and Ralph Sr. in 1975. 





Ralph and Katie Garries and family 
Standing L to R- Ralph (Rea), Doris, Herb Hazelwood, 
Hazel, ir (White), Dorothy (Dor) 


GARRIES, RUSSELL 8. 

By Gladys Garries 

Russell Garries came to Bentley from Ne~ 
braska in 1913, He worked for his uncle, George, 
but bought into the business a few years later. 

Later he and his cousin, Paul, took over 
this business, which later became a Marshall 
Wells Store. Since Paul and Russell passed 
away the store has been operated by Russell's 
sons, Gordon and Don as a Link Hardware 
Since Don's retirement the store is operated 
by Gordon and his son, Richard, now as a 
Home Hardware. 

In 1918 he married a cousin, Gladys Gar- 
ries, and they had a family of 2 boys and a girl. 
Gordon and Don live at Bentley and Patricia 
lives at Delia, Russell also has a daughter by a 
previous marriage, living in Chicago, Miinois, 

He was very active in sports and managed 
the baseball team for years. He loved to curl and 
was one of the ones to promote the first curling 
rink. Also he was one of the first to start the ski 
hill project west of Bentley. 

Russell was on the Village Council for years 
and was Mayor of the Village for twenty years, 
‘As well, he was on the Oxford school board fora 
Jong time. 

He loved Bentley and district and was al- 
ways ready to help promote any and all good 
things by giving of his time and finances to start 
‘a good cause and to help neighbors in time of 
trouble. 

Russell pased away in 1971 and Gladys still 
lives in Bentley. 


GELIN, CARL FAMILY 
By Effie Watts 

Carl Gelin, his wife, Anna, and daughter, 
Effie, came to Canada on the Immigrant Train 
from Worcester, Mass. in 1912, and arrived in 
Lacombe. 

They homesteaded the N.E.Mé of 16-41-2-5, 
living in a tent the first three months until the log 
house was finished, Interestingly enough, it is 
still standing. 

Mr. Gelin was a licensed electrician and 
farming was new to him but both he and his wife 
‘worked diligently, Anna helping with all types of 
outside work, walking plow, binder, fencing, 
etc,, beside keeping an immaculate house. 

Effie began her schooling in the Calkins 
Valley school and learned English there. Mr. & 
Mrs, Gelin were from Sweden originally. Effie 











Mr. & Mrs. Carl Gelin and Effie - 1912, 
tells of an amusing incident at school. Every 
morning they had P.T. and Miss Lockhart (the 
teacher) would say “stand at ease” then “atten- 
tion”. To Effie “attention” was the oddest word 
she had ever heard so walking home $ miles she 
repeated “attention” - “attention’ - “attention’ 
By the time she had arrived home it was “tona- 
shum” and asking her mother the meaning of 
this, Mrs, Gelin, perplexed, stated “It must bean 
Indian word". The first year Effie walked to 
school but later rode a cayuse which bucked her 
off daily, so she learned to ride the hard way. 
Later in her teens she rode in the races at Lock- 
hart and Rimbey celebrations and had the honor 
of being the first girl student to graduate from 
Calkins Valley School and go on to high schoo! 
and finish her education. Effie worked in the 
Bank of Montreal until her marriage to (Joe) 
Byron Burchnall, a local farmer of the Potter 
Creek district 

Mr. & Mrs. Gelin attended the United 
Church at Lockhart and in later years, the Pen- 
tecostal church in Bentley. They were active in 
local affairs and Mrs. Gelin was noted for her 
900d cooking and marvellous fancy work 
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‘They made a success of farming and retired 
to Calgary in 1949. They resided there until Mr, 
Gelin’s death at the age of 72 years. Mrs. Gelin 
stayed on for 3 years and then moved to Bentley, 
and later to Rimbey, to live with her daughter 
the last 10 years of her life. She died at the age 
of ninety-four. 

Effie and her husband moved from their 
farm at Potter Creek to Rimbey in 1947. They 
had 3 children. Ivor, the eldest, is a statistician 
for Imperial Oil, living in Calgary. Carroll mar- 
ried Tony Kriz, farming 3 miles east of Rimbey 
and Dale, the youngest, lives west of Rimbey 
where he farms and sells real estate. 

Joe Burchnall died in 1985 and some years 
later Effie married Robert Watts of Rimbey and 
he passed away in 1972, Effie stil lives in 
Rimbey. 


GEORGE, ANNABELLE (NEE NOBLE) 
By Annabelle George 


| was born in Windsor Mills, Quebec; came 
to Calgary with my family in 1903. My father was 
a pioneer contractor of Calgary, and later a 
rancher, south of Calgary, 

| arrived in Rimbey, February, 1919, toteach 
the high school room. All schools had been 
closed until now forthe 1918 flu. Aftertwoanda 
half years in Rimbey and two years teaching in 
Gleichen, I married Ted and returned to Rimbey, 
where the first years of our married life were 
spent. 

Edmund, (Ted, Jr.), a chartered accountant 
in Edmonton, and Patricia Yates, a teacher in 
Edmonton, were born in Rimbey and started 
school there. Three grandchildren; Pamela Lan- 
caster, Elizabeth, and Scott George, live in 
Edmonton, 

The last 36 years of our $6 years of married 
life were spent in Bentley, actively in business 
and teaching. 

The historical highlight of our years in Rim- 
bey was the completion of the railroad from 
Bentley to Rimbey in 1919. The day was cele- 
brated by many of the men citizens having to go 
out to finish the laying of the tracks. The crew 
had started their celebrations a day too early, 
leaving the track uncompleted. But cars still had 
to meet the Edmonton “notables” and bring 
them the final lap for the banquet and celebra- 
tions that night. 

My first night ever spent in Bentley. was 
after the Easter holidays in 1920 which | had 








spent in Calgary. | had splurged on a new light 
beige wool suit, and beige kid laced boots with 
cloth tops. | took the “Peanut” in Lacombe for 
Rimbey. The train stopped in Bentley. The crew 
loft to refresh themselves at the beer parlour. 
After an interminable wait, (| was the only lady), 
aman whom | never knew came and told me the 
train was not going on until morning. He took 
me to the Blish restaurant, where | had supper. | 
spent the night in the Alex Kerr home. | was 
called for early next morning to continue my 
journey to Rimbey. In the meantime a terrific 
storm had blocked the tracks. Around the trestle 
bridge, the engine left the train and went ahead 
to plough out the snow and couldn't get back. 
We walked three-quarters of a mile through wet 
slush nearly to the waist to catch up to the en- 
gine. | was lifted up (in my new wetsuit) to sit on 
top of the coal bin, to continue the trip to Rim- 
bey. Ted, in the trucking business at the time, 
met the train with a big flat bottomed sleigh with 
bench seats down the sides. 


GEORGE, EDMUND MYTTON, (TED) 
By Annabelle George 
Edmund Mytton, (Ted) George was born in 
Pershore, Worchester, England in 1891; was ed 
cated at Stratford - on - Avon, Worchester. 
He emigrated to Canada with a cousin, 
John Mytton, of Lacombe, in April, 1912. They 
‘were booked for the Titanic, but as John didn't 
get out of quarantine for measles in time, they 
came over on the Empress of Ireland, but were 
on the water the same time as the Titanic. They 





Edmund (Ted) George 


landed in Lacombe, where John had taken up 
land the year before. 

After working several months around La- 
combe with Lacombe farmers, Ted moved on 
to Rimbey, where he worked for and made his 
home with the Phil Becker family. He took up 
a homestead close by. 

This period of his life was one of the high- 
lights of his later memories. After proving up his 
homestead he sold out and moved on to the 
United States where he wandered for several 
years, working with survey crews for the railroad 
throughout Arizona 

Returning to Rimbey, he had a trucking 
business, a machine agency, and finally the 
Ford Garage, which he sold in 1934. In 1985 he 
joined General Motors in Lacombe, on sales and 
collections. In 1940 he moved to Bentley but did 
not start “E. George — Real Estate and Insu- 
rance Co.” until 1946, due to the war years, 
which he spent with American Engineers in 
Edmonton. 

He retired from business in 1962. Always a 
lover of outdoor life, he spent his retirement in 
outdoor activities, hunting and fishing. He 
passed away in November, 1979, after a long 
illness. 


GEORGY, JOSEPH 
By Joseph Georgy, Jr 

Joseph Georgy emigrated from Hungary in 
1898, working in coal miries in Pennsylvania, 
Montana and Wyoming. Then in 1901 he came 
to Canada to workin the mines in the Crowsnest 
Pass, In 1902 he worked in the mine in Frank, 
Alberta and left that place one month before the 
big slide that wiped out the town of Frank. He 
then moved to Hosmer, B.C. and in 1904 he 
returned to Hungary and married Ethel Tamas, 
and returned to work in the mines. 

Mrs. Ethel Georgy emigrated from Hungary 
in 1906 and their son, Leslie, was born in 1910. In 
1912 the family moved to Canmore, where they 
lived until 1915, and while there, son Joseph, 
was born in 1915 and in the same year the family 
moved to Nordegg, living there for 7 years. 

In March of 1922 the Georgy family moved 
to the Lockhart community and settled on land 
homesteaded by Carl and John Peterka. Mr. 
Georgy purchased the adjoining quarter section 
in 1926 and the family resided there until 1955. 

Mrs, Ethel Georgy passed away in 1937, 
after a lengthy illness and in 1941 Leslie joined 
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Joseph Georgy family and Joseph Georay Sr. 


the Federal Air Traffic Control and remained 
with ther until his death in 1872 in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario. 

Son, Joseph, remained on the farm with his 
father until 1955, when the farm was sold andhe 
then moved to Fed Deer, living there until 1958, 
and then moving to Edmonton 

Mr. Georgy, Sr. passed away in 1962 at the 
age of 86. 

Joseph, Jr_andhhis wie (Loretta Vetsch) are 
living in retirement in Edmonton, 

Joseph had nine children and Leslie had 
two. 


GET-TOGETHER CLUB 
By Gertie Suggett 

The minute books and any literature of the 
first meetings and origin of the Get-Together 
Club have been lost during the passing years, 
but | will try to tell as closely asi can my remem- 
brances of the club and its members. 

The exact date of the first meeting is not 
remembered by any of the charter members liv- 
ing around the district to-day, but as near as | 
can recall, it would have been in 1925 or 26. 

The preceding incident before the forming 
of the club was an invitation received by Mrs. 
Maud Suggett to attend a meeting of the Search- 
light Club, to be heldat the homeof Mrs, George 
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(Katie) Farrell, who lived south of Bentley. 
Leona Suggett was homeatthetimeso she and | 
were invited too, although | was not married 
then, A scrumptious banquet was served by 
the hostess at a noon meal and then in the at- 
ternoon the ladies held their meeting. That 
club is still going to-day, just as strong as ev- 
er, and they still have their dinners at noon, 

Mrs, Suggett enjoyed that meeting very 
much so decided to try to get all her neighbors 
of the Outlet district together to organize sucha 
club, if at all possible. She was never a club 
woman herself but knew that others would 
take over once they got together. 

‘A day was sot and all near and farneighbors, 
were invited over the party line and the men and. 
children were invited too. People in those days 
didn't travel as they do now, and so agathering 
Of this kind was like a big picnic. Mrs. Suggett 
prepared a bountiful dinner, with Leona and | 
helping in any way we could. | can't remember 
who weren't there that day but | can name 
those in the district who would be very likely 
to have attended. 

‘The closest neighbors, of course, were Ben 
and Lena Hicks, with Oliver in tow. Next up the 
road tothenorth were Jake and Ida and Lorraine 
Whitworth. In later years, Dorthella was added 
to that family. A short distance north was Mr. 
and Mrs. Charlie Moore and family and across 
from them were Mr. and Mrs, Bert DeGroff, Myr 
tle, Blanche and Wills, Past the crossroads and 
the Outlet school were Henry and Sophie Cas- 
tleman. They had no family at that time, but later 
received Don and Doris. Across the road from 
them lived Mr. and Mrs. W. Sweetman, Kenneth 
and Aileen. Stil further north on the same road 
were Fred and Bonnie Read and family andnext 
to them on the north were Fred's parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith Read. Almost across the road 
from them were Ray and Maud Slaughter and 
daughter, June. | wonder if Maud was at that first 
meeting as, in those days she was a very busy 
person. | used to hear Cecil say Maud could take 
apart a pump engine and put it back together 
again, better than most men - and from Cecil 
that was quite a compliment. North again, 
across the road, were Mr. and Mrs. Ward. Mr. 
Ward was a brother of Mrs. Sweetman. Down by 
the lakeshore were Ray and Phoebe Gideon and 
baby Chester. Turning west a short distance 
were Ras and Lily Hankins and a small family. 
They were all at that first gathering 








Turning back and going one mile west of 
the Outlet school and a short distance north, 
were Chuck and Ada Hankins, and on north 
again on the opposite side of the road were 
Gene and Florence Skeels and their family of 
boys and girls, now, of course, all grown and 
married with families of their own. Back again to 
the Outlet school and east to the lake were Mr. 
and Mrs. S. Nicholson and Hal and Nita, both 
quite grown up at that time, Some distance to 
the south of them were Mr. and Mrs. Mert Chal- 
land and two daughters. Then back around the 
block were Mr. and Mrs, Jens Larsen and family, 
but Mrs, Larsen was very busy raising her family 
and rather a shy person, so it is doubtful they 
attended that first meeting. Some time later, | 
gave her a special invitation to come to one of 
‘our meetings and she seemed to enjoy it but 
never joined. South on the main road were Mr. & 
Mrs. Jack Rae and four daughters and later a 
son, John. | know the Raes always enjoyed our 
club meetings. Across the river were Mr. and 
Mrs. Jim Scouler and two children, who proba- 
bly came the farthest of all. 

Mrs. Jacob Baumbach was another busy 
family woman and helped any way she could, 
both inside and out, so she didn’t attend our 
meetings. Last, but definitely not least, were 
Philo and Maggie Slaughter. She preferred that 
everyone cali her Aunt Maggie. Their tamily, 
Ray and Birdie, were already married. Of the 
‘Suggett family, Cecil was attending O.S.A. and 
Leona was at normal school at Camrose. 

So now you see what a goodly turnout there 
was at that first club meeting thirty-nine years 
ago, and they didn't come by car, as we would in 
these modern days. Very few had cars, so the 
buggies, democrats, and wagons were driven by 
real horsepower. Some even came by horse- 
back and, of course, in the winter the sleighs 
with their jingling sleigh bells always an- 
nounced another neighbor pulling in to the 
yard. For the summertime my dad had a real 
two-seated surrey with a top and fringe and all 
Dad always went along in those days, too, as 
‘Mum couldn't, or wouldn't, trust the high step- 
ping horses he always enjoyed driving, 

Mum composed the Creed for the club, 
which we still use. 

‘We may not be all that we ought to be, 

Nor do the many things we ought to do. 

But we can all be woman - sure and true 

‘An honor to our home and community. 
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Outlet Get-Tos: 
Left to right - Dora 
Mrs. Jack Rae, He 
Maude Ingram, Gert 
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Front row - Lorraine and Dorth 


Who the first president and secretary were 
in those days, | can only guess, but | wouldn't be 
too far wrong if | said Mrs. Slaughter was presi- 
dent and Ida Whitworth or Bonnie Read was 
secretary. During the years, most of us had offi- 
ces of one kind or another, and it was just asitis 
to-day - always alittle coaxing and persuading - 
but in the end we always had a good slate of 
officers. 

| can still remember the discussion on a 
name for our club. No one could think of any 
particular thing they wanted to do except get 
together and enjoy a visit about once a month, 
so out of that came the name - Get-Together 
Club. At that time | thought it rather an odd 
name but over the years it proved a most suit- 
able name, indeed 

Farm men and women really enjoyed those 
scrumptious dinners away from home, unless, 
of course, you were the hostess and there al- 
ways seemed to be plenty of help. A ruling was 
made on the dinners so that it would not get out 
of hand - one meat, a vegetable, potatoes, and 
gravy, one salad and pickles, if desired, were 
to be provided by the hostess, and all memb- 
ers brought a dessert. As | look back at all 
those desserts - pies, jello, cakes and sweets 
of every kind, | shudder to think what would 
happen to me now if we had kept on with 
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those banquets. It seemed, in those days, the 
‘only ones who knew anything about diets 
were the rich people with the gout 

The men would gather after dinner in one 
room and play cards or just visit, the children 
playing outside, ifatall possible, and the women 
gathering for their meeting after the dishes were 
washed and things tidied up. 

For a collection, ten cents was dropped in a 
dish by each member and this money was used 
to buy a silver spoon or cup for each new baby 
arriving in the community, and in those days 
they seemed plentiful enough. Later, Cecil and 
didn't let our side down with our family. 

For years the club carried on in much the same 
way - some members leaving and others taking 
their places. 

Of the old charter members, Florence 
‘keels, Maud Ingram and | are still attending 
club. 

Going back to our club during the war ye~ 
ars, it was decided to cancel our noon dinners 
and just have afternoon tea with sandwiches 
and cake. Jello and what not were bound to 
sneak in but we kept trying to hold it down, due 
to rationing, 

‘Much money was donated in those years to 
various organizations and our own sick, of 
course, were always looked after. Our tea mo- 
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ney was raised to 25¢ per member, as all costs 
went Up. 

The club disbanded for a short time but our 
neighborliness was missed so it was re- 
organized after about a year, under another 
name - The Friendship Club. 

‘Changes will continue to take place as that 
islife, but I sincerely hope for many, many years 
yet, the Get-Together Club, as it was renamed, 
will continue i's friendliness and neighborliness 
in the Outlet district. 


UPDATE - 1981 
By Nan Gideon 

‘Our club still holds meetings the 2nd Wed 
nesday afternoon, or evening, of each month, 
depending on the season. We are not a money 
raising club but funds are used to help the sick 
and needy and also any worthwhile 
organizations. 

Each year we salute senior citizens with en- 
tertainment and refreshments following the 
Bentley Town and Country Fair Parade. This is 
enjoyed by friends from near and far and is very 
rewarding 

Honorary members are Dolores Snow, Flor 
ence Skeels, Maud Ingram, Annie Lindsay, Ger- 
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GIBSON, JIM 
By Harry B. Hansen 

Jim Gibson came to the Gull Lake district, 
about 1916, and bought a strip of land on Gull 
Lake, known as Brighton Beach. He built an 
Upright log house with five rooms downstairs, 
and two upstairs. Alfred Damant was the archi- 
tect and builder. 

Jim Gibson was a promoter and business 
man. He kept a private secretary, Miss Nuttal, 
and a lawyer by the name of Howett, who settled 
later in Wetaskiwin. Mr. Howett may have had 
some interest in Jim’s various enterprises, such 
8 promoting the railroad to Bentley, in con- 
struction and financing. 

Jim also had an interest in lumber, and a mill 
out west of Lesdale. He had hopes of building 
the electric railway around the shores of Gull 
Lake, to his property at Brighton Beach. In this 
he did not succeed. The road took another sur- 
vey and the diesel electric train did not last long. 

Jim organized and helped finance what was, 
known as the Meridian Tea House, where local 
people could have parties and dances; also 











ng upright log construction 


serve lunch to tourists, ete. This was the original 
building of what is known as the Three Hills, 
Bible Camp. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gibson had a family of three or 
four. They cleaned up their business here about 
1924 and moved to Edmonton. One of their 
sons, Stephen Gibson, called at our place last 
summer, and looked over the old stamping 
grounds, and took a picture of the log house 
Jim Gibson Is stil alive and in his 90's. 


GIBSON FAMILY 
By Peggy Woody 

Mr. and Mrs. RM. (Bob) Gibson and family 
moved to Bentley district from Mountain Grove 
area near Lacombe in April 1936. They settled 
on the quarter section purchased from Elmer 
Leiske, N.W. 12-40-1-5, one mile east and two 
miles south of Bentley. 

Bob Gibson was involvedin various govern- 
ment jobs, including Victory Bond Drives during 
the war, enumerating and returning officer for 
many elections as well as census taking. In addi- 
tion to all of these activities, he kept a herd of 
Jersey cows and shipped milk to Central Alberta 
Dairy Pool, of which he was one of the first 
members. 

‘The younger members of the family, Jim, 
Kathleen and lan attended Gull Lake school, 
while the older members finished high school in 
Bentley (Oxford) school. 

Max, Stuart and Jim were all in the Cana- 
dian Air Force through World War 2and Jim was 
lost overseas in 1944 

‘The family is now scattered throughout Al- 
berta. Max now resides at Crooked Creek, in his, 
retirement. Betty lives in Calgary, Kae in Red 
Deer, and Stuart passed away in 1975, 

Jan and Peggy live on the home farm and 
Pegay works in the Bentley Hospital. 

Mother died in 1953 and Dad in 1964. 

Weeall enjoyed our home and family life and 
friends in the Bentley district, 








GIDEON, CHESTER & FAMILY 
By Nan Gideon 


Chester (Hoot) Allen Gideon was born Oc- 
tober 31, 1924, the only child of Ray and Phoebe 
Gideon. Photos record him learning to walk by 
pulling on the reins of "Charlie T” and show him 
sleeping between this horse's front feet, while 
he was grazing in the yard. Much of his child- 
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hood was spent with his dog and horse, so at an 
early age he was nicknamed “Hoot”, after the 
popular Hoot Gibson, a rodeo rider and western 
film star. He carried this nickname for his lite- 
time. 

Rather a shy child, he could be found at 
home breaking horses to ride or drive, rather 
than accompanying his parents. Itwason sucha 
day, at 10 years of age, that he sold his first 
yearling Polled Hereford Bull for $50.00. He at- 
tended the Outlet Schoo! until the age of 15 
years, when he was put in charge of a threshing 
machine and crew. Always ahead of his years, 
he drove horses doing field work, before school 
age, and drove a tractor when too small to get up 
on it by himself. With the many hired hands on 
his parents farmhe helped clear and break many 
acres of virgin land in readiness for farming, 
‘Sharing the same fondness as his father for cat- 
tle and horses, he took great pride in the 
matched teams of horses he broke. “Hoot”, asa 
teenager, travelled with their stallion “Monty” 
during breeding season. 

He played hockey and softball in the For 
shee and Bentley area. 

During the threshing season Hoot and Ray 
Park could often be seen, and heard, hauling 
grain. They were noted for their speed, both on 
the road and manning the scoop shovel, espe- 
cially when hauling grain home from the north 
quarter of 33! 

‘Almost daily in the winter, regardless of the 
temperature, Hoot would head to the north end 
of Gull Lake for hay which had been stacked 
there for winter feed for cattle and horses. Many 
a load upset and on a few occasions, horses and 
sleighs went through the ice. No lives were lost 
but a lot of hard work was involved. 








‘Chester (Hoot) Gideon and “Monty 











On March 7, 1945, in Lacombe, he married 
Nan Lindsay of the Symonds Schoo! district, 
‘one mile west and five and one half miles south 
of Rimbey. 

Born on July 18, 1926, to Dave and Annie 
Lindsay, | was the first baby born in the Bentley 
Hospital, (the old Garries house), on main street 
with Dr, Henry assisting. Taking nine years of 
education at Symonds School, some of the 
teachers | remember are Mr. Gaetz, Mrs. Letray, 
Mrs. Neis, and Ralph Bailey. 





In 1944 | started work as an egg grader at 
the Rimbey Creamery, owned by Okey Lund- 
berg. Ruby Sprecher taught me the art of can- 
dling and grading eggs, which was very 
interesting. | gradually worked up to office help, 
80 became acquainted with many Rimbey and 
area residents, as we cashed egg and cream 
cheques, and sold eggs and butter. Produce 
came from all districts surrounding Rimbey. 
Trucks brought in loads from the Leedale area, 
and many eggs were unrecognizable after the 
miles of travel on rough roads. People wondered 
why they got a poor grade. We, on staff, of 
course, got the blame! Albert Odenbach was @ 
congenial cream tester and butter maker, It was 
delicious. Okey was a great and patient boss. It 
was so rewarding to this country girl when he 
would send me to the bank for the money 
needed for cashing the cheques. 


During my stay in Rimbey I shared living 
quarters at the Ben Gunn residence with Shirley 





MacDonald and later with Pat Hopper, a schoo! 
friend. Mrs, Gunn would often surprise us with 
her delicious baking, as did our moms each 
weekend on our return to town. 

So well | remember the Blindman River 
flooding that spring to the west, south, and 
south-west, over the highway. One night when 
'Hoot” was returning home he found all the 
roads flooded so resorted to driving home on 
the railway tracks. I'm not sure his folks ever 
believed him! 

‘After we were married our first home was 
the “Lake Place,” where his family had lived 
since about 1925. Shirley Ann, our first daughter, 
was born July 22, 1946, in the Bentley Hospital 
with Dr, Henry delivering, as he had done at my 
birth, 

In 1947 we purchased the N.E. 16-41-1 W. 
5th from Bea Gideon. This was the original ho- 
mestead of Jim Sharrock and the former home 
of Hank and Helen Hankins; also Milo and Joyce 
Hankins, The original "granary" house had been 
built onto, and with the digging of a basement, 
and another addition, we had it stuccoed. 

‘Sandra Mae was born May 19, 1950, the year 
‘we got the power. How rich | felt with an electric. 
hot plate and iron. Soon a refrigerator seemed 
more of a necessity than a luxury. 

(On July 10, 1952, Beverley Jay arrived, as 
did the cold water that was piped into our house 
—Oh what a joy! This was more appreciated 
than the full plumbing system a few years later. 

During these years hired hands were many 
as Hoot and his dad continued to clear land, 
which now included the McMaster quarter, the 
S.E. 22-41-1 W. Sth, which was practically all 
bush. 

It was during these years that a young Pol- 
ish immigrant couple, Walter and Matia Chaba, 
lived with us. Their wartime stories made us 
appreciate our Canadian freedom, 

‘Still with keen cattle interest, R. F. and C. A. 
Gideon founded the Lomoor Polled Hereford 
herd in 1955, with seed stock purchased from 
Walter Taylor and Son, Broadview, Sask. Cattle 
from this herd can be found across Canada, 
ULS.A., England, Argentina, Japan and Russia. 
A“Lomoor” bull is much in demand in England 
land Scotland, siring cattle, and his semen is in 
popular demand in Australia, as verified by Aus- 
tralian visitors. Hoot was President of the AL 
berta Polled Hereford Club; President of the 
rural Outlet Mutual Telephone Company for ye- 
ars; also President for one year of the Quarter 





Century Hereford Club. He was President of the 
Bentley Cemetery Board and a member of the 
Bentley Elks Lodge at the time of his passing in 
August, 1977. 

I still reside on the farm and.am amember of 
the Outlet Get Together Club, and several other 
‘community organizations. 

Shirley married Martin Ogilvie. They live in 
Edmonton with their two daughters, Chery! Rae 
and Kerri Lee. 

Sandy is married to Gordon Brown, and 
with their son, Allen, and daughter Tracy Dawn, 
reside on the family farm, 

Beverley married Rodney Spycher, and 
with their daughter, Tara Lynn, live in Calgary. 


GIDEON, RAY FREDERICK FAMILY 
By Nan Gideon 

Ray Gideon was born March 3, 1900, in 
Wood River, Nebraska, to Otha A. Gideon and 
Lula May Ellsworth: 

(tha A. Gideon was born in lowa in 1869 
and Lula May Ellsworth was born in Aurora, 
Nebraska in 1875. Otha Gideon operated a de- 
livery service between Rimbey and Lacombe. 
Ray Gideon also drove this delivery, and before 





Four generations of Gideon Family Chester, Lulu (Garner) 
Ray and Shirley 
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his marriage, delivered mail from Bentley to 
Rimbey, 

Coming to Canada as a baby, he settled 
with his parents on a farm between Forshee and 
Rimbey, now owned by Ray Birtsch. The family 
consisted of Ralph, Clyde, Ray, Jesse, Ethel and 
Clarence. 

Ray's education, to the extent of the third 
grade, was taken at the Symonds School. Asa 
young lad he worked on the original Bentley ~ 
Rimbey Railroad. He told many tales of driving 
mules which very seldom obeyed commands, 
especially from an inexperienced driver. Always 
a lover of horses, he was well known for his 
stylish driving horses, one being the notable 
Charlie T. 

In his youth he played ball with the Ingram 
and Freeman brothers of Forshee - Bentley 

In 1922 he married Phoebe May Whitworth 
and they resided a short time on the former Joe 
Diggle farm; now owned by Alan Kozak. This 
was before moving to the Allie Shirtcliff farm on 
the west shore of Gull Lake, now occupied by W. 
A. Carroll. Their only son, Chester Allen, was 
born on the Diggle farm. In 1945 they moved 1% 
miles south, purchasing a farm trom Fred and 
Bonnie Read, which had been the home of Hank 
and Helen Hankins for many years. 

Over the years Ray bought and cleared, 
broke and sold many farms in the area. With the 
help of many hired hands, cows were milked, 
horses raised, broke and sold; Hereford cattle 
imported and exported; hogs were raised on a 
large scale. The first Hereford hogs were im- 
ported from the U.S.A. These, like Hereford cat- 
tle, were red and white in color. Each fall calves 
from many outlying districts in all directions 
were purchased for their feed lot and, when fi 
Ished, were trucked to the Edmonton 
Stockyards. 

For many years they operated a threshing 
machine, and threshed neighbors’ crops in re- 
turn for harvest help. Years later when these 
neighbors turned to combining their crops, the 
Gideons hired help for theirhorse drawn bundle 
racks and threshed by themselves. 

In later years Peacocks, Pheasants, Guinea 
Fowl, Guinea Pigs, Rabbits, and Pintohorses by 
their Pinto stallion, "Pride's Diamond’, adorned 
the farm. 

Phoebe was well known as a fantastic cook 
and any spare time would find her crocheting 











Ray Gideon and “Charley T" 


beautiful items. She was a lifetime member of 
the Outlet Get Together Club, until her passing 
in December, 1959, Phoebe was the daughter of 
Charlie and Cora Savannagh Whitworth, and 
took her education at the Outlet School. They 
were both very proud of their three granddaugh- 
ters. 


Ray was an ardent big game hunter, and 
missed few seasons in hunting west and northw- 
est of Rocky Mountain House and Nordegg. In 





Ray, Phoebe and Chester Gideon 





early years, he and his hunting buddies, MS. 
Witherell, Jabez McPherson, Wilber Whitsell, 
H.L. Craig, Cecil Suggett; to name a few; would 
cross the railroad trestle at Rocky Mountain 
House, in order to cross the North Saskatche- 
‘wan River, with teams and sleighs. In later years 
horses were trucked across, before the bridge 
was built. This same group would net-ice fish, in 
season, at Buck Lake, where Jabez and Zella 
McPherson had a cabin. Several of their wives 
accompanied them both hunting and fishing 
‘While living at Gull Lake, Ray hunted coyotes on 
the ice with hounds and could be seen daily 
driving via the lake to Bentley. It was on such @ 
trip that he shot a coyote, on his way to have 
work done on his car by Paul Garries. The 
‘coyote was put in the back seat of the car, but 
prevented Paul's work, as it was not "dead" and 
‘was gazing, a trifle dazed, from the rear of the 
Ray passed away in January, 1961 


GIDEON FAMILY 
By Bea Gideon 

This is a brief summary of the Gideon family 
from 1894 to 1981 

COtha Gideon and Lulu May Elisworth were 
married in February, 1894 at Doniphan, Ne- 
braska, They lived at the following places in the 
U.SA., Doniphan, Woodriver, Prosser, Grand 
Island, and North Platte. 

In 1901 the Otha Gideons and their three 
sons, Ralph, Clyde and Ray, emigrated to Can 
ada, They settled on ahomestead between Rim- 
bey and Forshee in Alberta, on the place where 
Leonard Birtsch now lives. 

‘The roads were just trails which kept to the 
high ground away from the river, creeks, and 
sloughs. It was very difficult going places, and 
especially to schools, etc, 

‘The boys went to Symond or Chapel 
School, depending on road conditions. 

Before long Otha Gideon started a freight- 
ing run from Lacombe west to Gull Lake, Ben- 
tley, Lockhart, and Rimbey areas. Hehad a good 
team of horses and a stout wagon. As the trip 
took two or three days, he stopped at several 
places along the way. East of the present Aspen 
Beach Park there was a hotel (since burned 
down) run by the Wieses at Wieseville (after- 
wards changed to Aspen Beach), He also 
stopped at a place close to Forshee. 

In those early days thev added three more 






















children to their family. Ethel was born in De- 
‘ember, 1901; Jesse in April, 1906, and Clar- 
ence, born November, 1909. After a few years, 
Mrs, Gideon, with Raiph, Clyde, Ethel, and Ci 
arence, went to Lacombe, and ran a boarding 
house, with the children going to school and 
working at odd jobs. Otha remained on the farm 
with Ray and Jesse, but stil continued to oper- 
ate the freighting service, asit was badly needed 
in that area. When the railway was built from 
Lacombe to Rimbey, it crossed the Gideon farm, 
and continued north, Eventually Otha left the 
farm and his freighting business and went tolive 
in Lacombe for a time, and then moved on to 
central British Columbia, 

Then came the 1914-1918 World War. Ralph 
and Clyde joined the army and went overseas, 
Most of the family were on their ownnow so Mrs. 
Gideon gave up the boarding house and with 
Ethel, moved to Yakima, Wash. where she lived 
land worked during the war years, Mrs, Gideon 
returned to Calgary in February, 1919, and mar. 
ried D.W. Garner, They came back to Lacombe, 
and farmed east of that town. 

Finally the railway connected up to the line 
north to Edmonton. It was called the Peanut 
Line, and even though it was very slow and 
stopped often, it did service a large portion of 
the country. 

In 1919 Ralph returned from France. He had 
volunteered with a group of soldiers to remain 
behind with the Great War Graves Division, to 
clean up certain battlefields, and make the Can- 
adian Cemetery in France. He finally settled on a 
farm in the Blindman School district at Rimbey, 
where Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Thill now live. In 1931 
Ralph O. Gideon married Elizabeth M. (Bea) 
King, of Winnipeg, Manitoba, They had two 
children; Goya Helen, born August 1934, and 
Keith Otha, born April, 1997. In 1952 Goya mar- 
ried Bob. C. Damron, of Bentley. They had five 
children; Ralph, Susan, Heather, Dana, and 
Shelley. Ralph married Laura Speed of Bentley 
in May, 1976, and have two sons, Wade and Lee. 
They live in Camrose. Susan married Dennis 
Long and now lives in Bentley. Heather married 
R. Shore of Calgary and now lives in Calgary. 
Dana lost his life in a car accident in February, 
1980. Shelley is still at home in Bentley. 

Keith Otha Gideon married Elaine McDo- 
nald of Three Hills in 1957. They had five child- 
ren and now live in Leslieville, There is one 
daughter, Maureen, who now lives in Calgary, 
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and four sons, Kelvin, the oldest works in the 
oilfields, Ralph is on the farm and lan and Jamie 
are both in school. 

Raiph Gideon, Sr. passed away in Bentley, 
‘on November 10, 1945. Mrs, Bea Gideon now 
lives in Red Deer, 

Following the war, Clyde lived for a time at 
Fernie, B.C. where he met and married Doris 
Beale of that city in March, 1924. They had two 
sons, Colin and Ray. They later moved to Marl- 
boro, Alberta, where they settled. Clyde passed 
away in July, 1933. Doris, now Mrs. Miller, still 
lives at Marlboro. Colin married Joan at Vernon, 
B.C,, and was killed in a lumbering accident. 
Joan tives in Vancouver. 

Young Ray Gideon, Jr. married Violet and 
they still live at Marlboro. They have three 
daughters; Terry and Linda, who both live and 
work in Edson, Alberta, and Nola, who is still at 
home; also one son, Wayne, who married Deb: 
bie Lovall. They also live at Marlboro, 

Ray Gideon Sr. farmed north of Bentley. He 
married Phoebe Whitworth of Bentley. They had 
fone son, Chester, ("Hoot"). He married Nan 
Lindsay of Rimbey in March, 1945. They had 
three daughters. One was Shirley, who married 
Martin Ogilvey. They have two daughters and 
live in Edmonton. Another was Sandra, who 
mattied Gordon Brown. They have one daugh- 
ter and live north of Bentley. The third was 
Beverly who married Rodney Spycher. They 
have one daughter and live in Calgary. Chester 
(Hoot) passed away August 6th., 197. Nan still 
lives on the farm north of Bentley. 

Ray Gideon passed away in January, 1961, 
and Phoebe in December, 1959. 

Ethel Gideon lived in Vancouver and mar- 
ried Cyril Patmore there. Ethel Patmore died in 
October, 1970, and Cyril died in April, 1971. Mrs. 
Lulu (Gideon) Garner passed away in April 
1968, in Vancouver. 

Jesse Gideon moved to California and 
changed his name to Ray Walsh. He married 
Evelyn and they live at Chico, California. Ray's 
daughter, Beverly, by his first marriage, is now 
Mrs. Beverly Young, and lives at Yuba City, Cali- 
fornia, They have a son, but | am not sure of any 
other family. 

Next comes the youngest Gideon son, Clar- 
ence. He was always very mechanically minded 
and became a sound engineer. He married Nel- 
lie Moke and they made their home in Calgary 
They had four children. Allan, the oldest, now 
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lives in Regina, He married Goidine Geisbrect 
and they had two sons, Lyle and Keith; and one 
daughter, Terry. The family now lives in Van- 
couver, B.C. 

Barbara Gideon, the oldest girl, married 
Jack Hepperie. They live in Red Deer and have 
fone daughter, Bonnie, who lives and works in 
Edmonton. 

Patricia married lan Cameron and lives in 
Calgary. They have three daughters. Wendy, 
married to Terry Wiebe, has one daughter, 
‘Amanda, and they live in Leask, Saskatchewan. 
Sharon, married to Rick Wiebe, has one son, 
Andrew, and they now live in Airdrie, Alberta 

Janet, the next, now lives and works in 
Okotoks, Alberta. 

Betty, the youngest, married Bill Bobeau 
and they live in Calgary. They have two sons, 
Michael, and Rick who is married to Anne. They 
all live in Calgary, 

Clarence Gideon passed away in July, 1940, 
in Calgary, and Nellie passed away in May, 1967, 
in Surrey, B.C. 

‘That covers the Gideon family up till now in 
3981. There may be several omissions as dates 
were difficult to be certain of, and sometimes 
contradictory. 





GILLIES FAMILY 
In the early 1920's the Canadian Pacific 
Railway was trying to get immigrants to go to 
Canada, where they would get their own farms 
from the Soldier Settlement Board and reduced 
fares on the boat and train from the C.P.R. 

(On the Hebridean Islands, off the coast of 
Scotland, where the majority of people made a 
meagre living by fishing, this offer, as well as 
pictures that were shown of Canada, influenced 
many to take advantage of this and among those 
was the Gillies family, 

‘As none had any knowledge of farming, it 
was arranged that each family should spend 
some time in eastern Canada to learn the basics 
of farming, before proceeding west to seek out 
farms of their own. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gillies and a family of two girls 
and one boy, arrived in the Rainy Creek com- 
munity in the summer of 1924, and lived for a 
time in the Henry Peterson house on the S.W. 
32-39-1-5, which was vacant at the time. 

In harvest time, the young boy, Hugh, 
helped with chores at Sid Thompsons and re- 
ceived a new single shot 22 rifle as wages. 














Mr. Gillies worked for Henry Stone and was 
on the threshing crew that fall and helped with 
some of the work that winter. Being in rather 
poor financial condition, and not familiar with 
Alberta climate, the family was not properly 
{dressed which resulted in Mr. Gillies freezing his 
feet quite badly and being unable to work. 

Eventually, the family moved to Vancouver 
where young Hugh became a fine, six-foot 
policeman. 


GITTENS, JOE & ELLEN & FAMILY 
By Richard Gittens 

Joe Gittens was born, April 18th, 1894 in 
Liverpool, England. He served in the First World 
War from 1917 to 1919. 

He met Ellen in Montreal in 1924, Ellen was 
born in Naples, Italy, in October 28th, 1909. 
They were married in Lacombe on October 5th, 
1926 

‘They moved to a farm seven miles west of 
Bentley in the Sunset Hills area. 

There are twelve children living; Richard, 
Joe, Dorothy, Ralph, Louise, Mary, Jim, Sally, 
Fred, Florence, Martha, and Tom. 

Joe and Ellen celebrated their silver wed- 
ding at the Sunset Hill School in 1951 

‘They lived on the farm until Mr, Gittens 
passed away in March, 1954 

Ellen moved to Bentley to live; also Rimbey 
and Lacombe; and then to Edmonton, where she 
is residing today. 


GORSKY, GEORGE 

My father and mother came from Germany 
land settled. in Springfield, Illinois in 1903. In 
1909 Dad moved to Bellevue, Alberta and 
worked in a coal mine for two years. In 1911 they 
moved to Lavesta district, 11 miles northwest of 
Rimbey, to a homestead. 

In the spring of 1986 George and Doris 
Gorsky moved to the Bentley district, northeast 
of town to the S.£-35-41-1-W.5th. When they 
moved to the farm, formerly owned by Budd 
Damron, about 50 acres of land were cleared, At 
that time the waters of Gull Lake were up on the 
N.E. part of their land, Now the water is half a 
mile from this land. George and Doris pur- 
chased the quarter of land north of them from 
Ben Hicks, giving them a half section to farm, 

In the fall of 1968 Doris passed away 
George sold the farm in 1974 and moved to 
Bentley. 





There were three children born to George 
and Doris Gorsky. 

Linda is married to Art Wiebe, and they, 
with their three children, live on a farm by La- 
combe Lake. Art raises purebred Dorset 
sheep, and served as District Agriculturist for 
six years. 

Judy and her husband, Larry Waud, and 
four daughters, also live at Lacombe by La- 
‘combe Lake. Larry works for the County of La- 
combe Schoo! Division, 

Garth and his wife, Shirlie, and two child- 
ren, reside in Winnipeg. Garth is Chief of West- 
ern Grain Stabilization Board under the Federal 
Government, 

In 1977 George married Thelma (Cole) Ray- 
mond. They reside in Bentley. Since retiring 
George has more time for his favorite pastime 
of fishing and gardening. In the spring and fall 
George helps the farmers with their fleld oper- 
ations. 


GRAHAM, GEORGE THOMAS & BELLE 


George T. Graham was born in Lacombe, 
the son of Charles Orlando Graham and Minnie 
(nee Cummings), on October 7. 1907. 

‘On August 11, 1932, he was united in mar- 
riage to Eva Belle Whitworth, They lived on the 
Whitworth acreage in Bentley for three years. 

George supplied firewood to Bentley resi- 
dents and business. Much of this wood came 
from the Charles Ross farm, east of Bentley. 
Besides working for Ben Hicks and Jake Whit- 





‘ond Belle Whi 





George Grahar forth in courting days. 
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worth he was employed by the Forshee elevator. 
In 1985 they moved to his father's farm, ten miles 
northwest of Bentley, where they farmed to- 
gether until 1938, when they took up residence 
on the Kincheloe farm, north of Chapel School. 

In 1939 they moved to the former John 
‘Adamson place which Nurse Curtis had pur- 
chased. When the senior Grahams retired to 
Forshee in 1945, George and Belle purchased 
the farm and resided there until George passed 
‘away in November, 1966, 

Belle retired to Rimbey in May, 1967, where 
she still resides. 

They were both active in the Chapel district, 
and in all community affairs. Their house was 
always open for many local bridal showers and 
other activities 

Besides crocheting, hand work, and baking, 
Belle is active in the Rimbey Drop In Choir. She 
is honorary member of the Forshee Ladies Club, 
where she has held many positions. She is alsoa 
member of the Rimbey U.C.W. and many other 
organizations. 


GREIF, LAWRENCE AND MARGARET 
Lawrence Greif 


My father and mother, Joseph and Jennie 
Greif, having heard of the golden opportunities 
in Alberta, loaded their family possessions on 
the train at Colville, Washington, and headed 
orth. They brought with them my three older 
sisters, Pearl, “Mrs. Cliff Rathwell”, Irene, “Mrs. 

Harold Skeols” and Mae “Mrs, Alex Strachan" 

All are retired and living in Rimbey.. 

‘They arrived at Lacombe in June 1910 and 
continued on to Rimbey by team and wagon, 

Dad worked at various positions in the Rim- 
bey district, where | was born on March 4, 1912. 

‘A few years later Dad filed on a homestead 
and moved the family to the Lavesta district 15 
miles N.W. of Rimbey. 

The nearest shipping point at that time was 
Lacombe, which made it necessary to drive 50 
miles by team when livestock or farm produce 
was ready for market. 

‘While living on the homestead, Dad served 
fon both the municipal council and schoo! 
boards. Many of the early settlers of the dis- 
trict were European immigrants who could not 
speak English, Dad spoke both English and 
German fluently and was able to communicate 
to some degree with all of them. 

In the spring of 1917 my folks sold the ho- 
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mestead and rented farmland in the Symonds 
‘School district where | received my first year of 
schooling. The Market Crash of the early twen- 
ties took its toll and in 1921 the family moved to 
Calkins Valley where they bought a raw quarter 
NLE.-24-41-3-W5, 

Here they built a house and outbuildings 
out of rough lumber, dug a well and builtastraw 
shed for the livestock, 

By this time 3 more children were added to 
the family: Joe Jr., now living in Edmonton, 
Mary “Mrs, John Lee” of Wetaskiwin, and Clif- 
ford who passed away at the age of 1 year. 

‘There were several quarters of open land to 
the west and north of us, where we pastured the 
milk cows and other young livestock. | can recall 
when I was 12years old helping Dad cut tamarac 
fence posts on the Hudson Bay land and hauling 
them home. They were sold for 1® per post with a 
minimum 2” top and 2 per post with a minimum 
4" top. This was done to supplement the family 
income, At this time vegetables, wild berries, 
prairie chickens, partridge and rabbits formed a 
substantial part of our daily diet. Upon complet- 
ing grade 8, | was given 2 man’s responsibility; 
working in’ the fields, clearing and breaking 
land, working on the local threshing rigs, etc. 

Our field work and transportation was all 
done with horses. | was fortunate to havea good 
saddlehorse and riding 20 or even 30 miles ona 
‘Sunday was not uncommon 

In 1999 | purchased a raw quarter S.E.14 of 
Sec. 34, T 41, R 3, West of 5, an original homes- 
tead that had reverted to the municipality for 
unpaid taxes. Consequently the municipal se- 
retary was quite agreeable to giving me ex- 
tended credit providing | paid the current taxes 
each year. This was accomplished by working 
fon the municipal roads and accepting a tax 
credit as wages. 

That winter my brother Joe and I cut spruce 
logs and hauled them to a local sawmill to be 
sawed and planed into shiplap. The following 
summer we built a small house 12" by 20° which 
‘was to be the home for my bride and me for the 
next several years. The total cash outlay for our 
ew house was $125.00, which included build- 
ing paper, nails, windows, shingles and the bill 
for sawing and planing the lumber. 

(On January 2, 1985 | was married to Mar- 
garet Calkins, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Calkins of the Calkins Valley district. 
The following summer we moved our house 








to our own quarter and set it on a rock founda~ 
tion beside a spring which served as our water 
supply. | immediately began clearing land for a 
crop the next year and in late fall built straw 
sheds for the livestock, 

‘As much time as possible was spent clear- 
ing and breaking land. However, it was neces- 
sary to work on the threshing rigs in the fall; and 
when winter arrived cut firewood for various 
farmers in the district to earn money for grocer- 
jes and clothes etc. Margaret contributed her 
share by doing all the chores on many occa~ 
sions, and even helping pile and burn brush on 
summer evenings. 

During our first years of married life we sold 
cream for 10° per pound butter fat and eggs 
for 5¢ per dozen. Hogs sold for $1.50 per 
hundred weight and the first young cattle we 
shipped to market brought $7.60 per head. 

We farmed with horses for several years and 
| particularily enjoyed trading for young horses 
and breaking them to ride and drive. 

(On September 16, 1938 our first child, Mar- 
lene was born. In 1942 we bought our first car, a 
1928 Chev. In 1943 we bought our first tractor, a 
small B.R. John Deere, which was a significant 
change from farming with horses and greatly 
appreciated. By this timeit was apparent that we 
not only needed more land, but must move 
closer to school. We decided to purchase a 
quarter section from my parents who were retir- 
ing. However, two years later we decided to 
leave the farm, and move to Rimbey, where we 
purchased and operated a meat market and 
‘grocery store, later selling it to Jack Parry. 

‘On November 23, 1945 our second child. 
Barton was born. In 1949 we moved to Bentley 
and joined Elmer Calkins in a school bus opera- 
tion that he had previously established. At the 
same time we purchased a garage, including a 
Dodge subdealership and oll agency. In later 
years Elmer became the sole owner of the 
School bus operation as | did of the garage. 

‘On March 10, 1956, our third child, Mar- 
lowe, was born 

While living in Bentley 1 was a member of 
the Elks Lodge and also served on the United 
Church Board of Stewards. 

In the fall of 1956, we sold the business to 
Walter Schnelle and moved to Red Deer. 

| spent several years in Real Estate, General 
Insurance and Property Management, retiring in 
1974, 


During these years | served on the Board of 
Stewards at Gaetz United Church. Later, | was 
active in the development of Sunnybrook United 
Church. This included being Chairman of the 
Board of Stewards for several years and later 
elected to the board of trustees. 

‘Our daughter and her husband Cliff Budd 
have a trucking business in the Rimbey district 
where they live with four of their five children, 
Laurel, Terrill, Michelle and Stephen. Their old- 
est daughter Tracy, her husband Frank Peters 
and their daughter Lisa also live in the district. 

‘Our oldest son Barton and his wife Bev 
Hansen are living in Calgary where he is cur- 
rently manager of John C. Preston Ltd. 

Our son Marlowe is a computer pro- 
grammer analyst for Alberta Government Tele- 
phones in Edmonton. 

Since 1974 Margaret and | have been 
spending our winters in Arizona and our 
summers at our home in Red Deer. 


GULL LAKE MUTUAL TELEPHONE 
COMPANY — 1934 to 1966 
By W. Seltenrich 


‘The Gull Lake Mutual Telephone Go. came 
into being on November 8, 1934, at a meeting 
held in the home of Hans Hansen, where 14 
residents became members, signing for one 
share each. The Company bought the existing 
rural line not needed for long distance service 
from Alberta Government Telephones for the 
sum of $300.00, divided into 20 shares at $17.50 
per share. These were sold to subscribers at 
cost, with $4.40 to be paid in cash. The fiscal 
year was from January 1 to the years end. A levy 
of $1.25 each month was charged subscribers, 
‘commencing December 1, 1934. 

‘The first claim on this payment was that of 
the Alberta Government Telephones for long 
distance connections and pin space on the long 
distance lines running through our area. The 
telephone instruments were the property of the 
Gull Lake Mutual Telephone Co. 

‘According to the minutes of meetings held 
cover the years of operation, there was good ser- 
vice, with only a sprinkling of troubles or inter- 
ruptions, which were looked after by a sub- 
scriber trouble shooter, of which there were sev- 
eral over the years; being amply remunerated at 
the rate of from .40 cents to a high of 75 cents 
por hour. 

Then there was annual repair day, when the 
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subscribers were all asked out on a work bee, 
which was donated time. But that is not to say 
there were not any problems. One was toomuch 
success; as at one time there were 20 plus on 
fone line; which made waiting to talk some times 
quite trying, 

So the line finally was divided in two lines; 
‘one known as line 3 and the other line 14; which 
happened late in 1950, | believe. The number of 
shares had been increased to 30 from 20 in Feb- 
ruary, 1948, 

The Company continued on in much the 
same manner until at a meeting March 3, 1965, 
when a vote was taken on installing a new un- 
derground service by Alberta Government Tele- 
phones; results being 17 voted for anew line; 3 
voted against, In July 6, 1966 a special meeting 
was held to prepare for dismantling of surface 
lines, and then on November 22, 1966, came the 
final meeting of the Gull Lake Mutual Telephone 
Company, and the demise of an era in that type 
of telephone communication. 





GUNDERSON, GEORGE 
By Violet Read 


George Gunderson moved to Bentley in 
1924 from Wisconsin, settling in the Forshee 
district on the land now owned by Harry Craig 

He took real pride in his few horses and 
cattle. 

In 1946 he retired to Bentley, where he en- 
joyed raising a big garden and small fruits, 

Anyone that visited him will recall the 
strong coffee he made, and how he did enjoy 
coffee and loaf sugar. 

He passed away in 1959 at the age of 89, and 
was survived by a niece, Mrs. Lilah Read, and a 
nephew, Olaf Larson. 


GYORI, LOUIS 
By Mollie Gyori 

In the early 1900's, bill boards were posted 
In the big cities of Europe, "Come to Canada! 
‘There is free land for you!” So, in the summer of 
1907, my grandparents, Garson Nagy and fam- 
ily, and Louis Gyori, sold what they had and 
‘embarked for the United States. They landed in 
Rochester, New York, November 1, 1907. My 
uncles and Dad worked on dairy farms and for 
the Eastman Kodak factory, to make some mo- 
ney. My grandfather then went by train out to 
Calgary, and then to Stettler, where he bought a 
team of oxen, and went from there to 12 miles 
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south of Coronation to get a homestead. He 
built a sod house and barn. 

At this time there were many new settlers 
coming into the area, and the thing they feared 
most was the prairie fire, Twice, before anyone 
joined Grand-dad, he had to battle the fires 
alone to save his few possessions. He could see 
the fire advancing with a strong south wind, the 
sky being lit up at night. He was hoping that the 
‘Sounding Creek would stop it, but the force of 
the wind pushed the fire across, so the only 
thing that saved him from burning out was to 
back fire, and once again he was safe until the 
next one came along. When it came a heavy rain 
blew in and squelched the fire. 

By 1912 Grand-dad built a small 2 storey 
lumber house and resided in it until 1916 when 
both grand parents passed away. 

In March, 1909, my mother and dad arrived 
in Calgary from Rochester, New York, where 
Dad found work on construction, as Calgary 
was still a very young city. 

He remained working there for over three 
years, only taking off enough time to go to 
Sounding Creek, south of Coronation, to builda 
two roomed sod house for Mother to live in dur- 
ing the day. At night she would go over to her 
parents place with the two little girls and spend 
the night until Dad's return 

During these three years Dad saved enough 
money to buy a team of oxen and a plow. With 
this outfit he did custom plowing for the new 
settlers until freeze up, and by now, with his 
earnings, he bought three head of horses, and 
sold the oxen as they were very slow for profita- 
ble work 

The first few years the prairie was a good 
place to get started. One could plow the fields 
and plant a crop the same year. Rain was plenti- 
ful and free grazing was good for large herds of 
cattle, and one could put up free hay for the 
taking. By now Dad had a good sized herd of 
cattle, 

Things were quite good until about 1918, 
then things started getting worse. There was 
little rain and it froze early, so the crops were of 
litle value. This was the case in 1919. Everything 
froze; the garden and the grain, and snow fell in 
the middle of October, and it didn't leave until 
the middle of May in 1920. This was the most 
severe winter on record, 

With very little feed and a large herd of cat- 
tle, Dad was forced to buy everything fora long 








hard winter. He bought wheat bundles for four 
cents a bundle and was on the road every other 
day, hauling this home. He saved his cattle but 
his bank account was gone. 

Conditions were not improving, so in the 
spring of 1921 Dad sold out to Otto Swanson for 
$3500.00, and immediately the contents of our 
house, cattle, horses, and machinery, were put 
Lup for sale, which was held in March. As soon as 
the sale was over we were going to go back to 
the United States. 

The day of the sale was beautiful and there 
were a lot of buyers. We were happy that at last 
wwe could leave this undesirable place. 

In the middle of the auction sale, when a 
share of the things were sold, Otto Swanson 
appeared on the scene and told Dad that he was 
unable to come up with any money. With this 
bad news, Dad stopped the sale and kept most 
of our cattle, horses and machinery, as we now 
had to put in the spring crop and remain on the 
farm until Mr. Swanson could come up with 
some cash 

It was in the summer of 1921 that Dad 
bought the Barret land in the Lockhart district 
for $2800.00, and we took possession the follow- 
ing spring. 

Land at the time was high and with little 
‘money it was impossible to buy much ofa farm, 
and the Barret place was about the worst. The 
house was two granaries pulled together, and a 
pole barn with straw for a roof. There wasn't a 
well and every time it rained we were ankle deep 
in mud. Once again my family started from rock 
bottom and struggled uphill all the way. 

In the spring of 1922 we loaded our meagre 
possessions and left Coronation, headed forLa- 
ombe, as we had to take another train to Ben- 
tiey. The stopover in Lacombe was over the 
Easter weekend and in @ hotel room with seven 
children was no picnic for Mother. By the third 
day Mother had had enough, and with six of us, 
we loaded into the buggy with one horse and 
started out for Bentley, then on to Lockhart 

The only thing Mother didn't count on were 
the heavy roads, as they were very muddy in the 
spring, and by the time we passed Bentley our 
horse was slowing down and we had to keep 
stopping to rest her. By the time we reached 
Sunset Hill, west of Bentiey, to ease the load the 
four oldest children got out and walked the rest 
of the way to Alex Metro's. We spent a few days 
at the Metro home waiting for our possessions 








Mr. & Mrs. Louis Guor, Sr. ond family - 1925 


to be brought out from Bentley. Emma, aged 
thirteen, stayed behind to drive the cattle out, 
and Alex Metro brought all the horses, his and 
ours, from Lacombe. 

By the 19th of April we took up residence in 
the most deplorable house in Calkins Valley. 

Our first evening at Metro’s turned out to be 
a memorable one, as a number of neighbors 
came to see us. Everyone was visiting, when 
suddenly the door flew open and Mrs. Georgy 
came running into the house to tell us thehhouse 
was going to burn down, as a result of a terrible 
chimney fire. It was quite an initiation for us on 
the night of our arrival 

From here on it was uphill ll the way. There 
was very little land cleared and broken. With no 
well on the place, water had to be hauled from 
Mr. Beddoes’ place, daily. The livestock were 
driven down to the slough to be watered. Land 
had to be cleared and broken. We had roots to 
pick every night after school, a real back- 
breaking job. 

Three of our best horses got out of our pas- 
ture and wandered away. Dad spent weeks look- 
ing for them, but they were never found, 

‘As years went by things started to improve, 
‘There was always a lot of rain and crops were 
good. There was plenty of hay and conditions, 
improved until the Depression hit the country in 


1929. This continued until 1939. Then Mother 
planted a big garden; raised a lot of chickens, 
and during July and August, we made weekly 
trips to Gull Lake and sold fresh vegetables and 
homemade butter, along with the chickens. This 
helped out a great deal with our groceries, and 
improved our way of life. 

In the early days people were very friendly. 
There was a family gathering on most Sundays 
at various homes. The table was set and 
everyone was most welcome. Children were 
never left at home with a baby sitter, but taken 
along, and every one did the same. There were 
no eyebrows raised any time a family arrived. 


One afternoon Mrs. Georgy came over to 
visit us. Just before she arrived, my younger 
sister had taken a fresh baking of bread out of 
the oven and placed it in the rocking chair, and 
covered it with a white towel. Mother didn’t 
realize the bread wasn the chair and she invited 
Mrs. Georgy to sit down. It didn't take long that 
she could feel the warm bread, and she jumped 
up from the chair. By this time the bread was like 
French Crepes without any filling, 


When the war broke out things started to 
Improve. In 1938 we built our first big house, 
which still stands on the farm, 


Dad carried on with farming until 1943, 
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when he became semi-retired. He kept a few 
milk cows to keep from being idle. 

In 1965 he and Mother bought the house 
owned by the Alberta Pacific Grain Co. and 
moved into Bentley. They only lived there for 
two years, and Dad passed away in July, 1967. 
Mother passed away in February, 1960. 

(Of the nine children they raised, eight are 
still living. Mrs. Homer Iddings (Emma) resides 
south of Rimbey. Mrs, Matt Rohn (Rose) lives in 
Calgary. Mrs, Lorne Lewis (Lil) lives in Victoria, 
B.C. Louls lives in Bentley. Joe was deceased in 
1973, His family live in the Lockhart district. Mrs. 
Paul Langer (Velma) lives in the Eckville district. 
‘Tom resides in the Lockhart district. Mrs, Lou 
Chisholm (Bertha) lives in Vancouver, and Mrs, 
Erie Hardy (June) lives In Cranbrook, B.C. 
There are 48 grandchildren; 42 great grand- 
children; and 2 great-great-grandchildren. 


GYORI, JOSEPH 

Joseph Gyori came with his parents, Rosa 
‘and Louis Gyori, two brothers, and four sis- 
ters, to the Lockhart district in 1922. Their 
household effects, machinery, livestock, and 
themselves, all came by train from Coronation 
to Lacombe. Once in Lacombe a team of 
horses was hitched to the buggy. The children 
climbed in with their courageous little mother 
and headed west to their new home, Dad 
stayed behind to make arrangements to bring 
out the livestock. After spending a few years 
on the dry prairie homestead, the bush coun- 
try seemed very strange. The roads were very 
muddy and didn't always run straight. 

‘Joe attended school one year at Sunset 
and the other seven years at Lockhart. He en- 
joyed all kinds of sports; mainly ball and 
hockey. 

‘After completing grade eight at school he 
farmed with his dad, Later he bought the Eu- 
gene Read farm along with his brother. From 
this time on he was very active in the farming 
enterprise 

In 1948 he married Dolores Booth of the 
Leedale district. Dolores was born in Minne- 
sota and had come with her parents, Floyd 
and Alida Booth, to the farm, two and one half 
miles north-east of Leedale in 1934. 

In the summer of 1950 Joe built a new 
house on the former B.F. Bailey place, which 
he had purchased a few years earlier. After- 
wards, corrals, garage, and barn had to be 











Joseph andl Dolores Gyori - 1948 


built. The old building in the yard had to be 
torn down and burned before a proper yard 
could be started. 

‘On July 23, 1950, their first son, Brian Jo- 
seph, was born. Ronald David followed on No- 
vember 16, 1951; Garson Wayne on August 23, 
4954; Marilyn Joy on January 6, 1955; Wendel 
Floyd on April 16, 1957; Cathy Janice on June 
30, 1962; and Wesley Joel on March 16, 1964. 
The children all have the same love for the 
land their dad had, 

Joe passed away on January 6, 1973, af- 
ter an iliness of six months. He always ap- 
preciated his family, neighbors and friends 
and is missed very much. 

The five boys continued to farm the land 
and have added another four quarters, as well 
‘as machine sheds and hog barns. 

Brian married Lorna Brown of Bentley. 
They have three children, Darren Joseph, 
Dana Lee, and Joseph Bradiey. 

Ron married Teresa Oudman of Lacombe, 
They have two daughters, Crystal Ann and An- 
gela Dawn. 

Garson, Wendel, and Wesley, are on the 
farm. The boys have all worked for oil com 
panies during slack times in winter. 

Marilyn married Larry Harstad of Bent- 
ley. They have one son, Deston Russell 

Cathy at the present time is going to 
school in California. 


HAARSTAD, ALFRED BERGER - 1892 - 1958 


Born at Valley City County, Kathryn, 
North Dakota on November 7, 1892, Alfred 
was one of nine children of Gerhard and So- 
phie Harstad, The family came to the Ste~ 
phenson School district, west of Bentley, in 
May 1901, where Alfred was to farm and live 
the rest of his life, 

His only schooling “about five years”, was 
received at Stephenson school, then locted 1 
miles east of the Haarstad home but later 
moved to Section 24, TWP 40, RGE 2, W of Sth 
Meridian, on land owned by his father. The 
joining quarter of land, being the SE% of Se 
tion 24, was, and still is, the site of the Haar- 
stad home, Gerhard Haarstad received a Certi- 
ficate of Recommendation for Homestead Pa- 
tont from the Department of the Interior, Otta- 
wa, dated November 18, 1904. entitling him to 
receive a patent for such homestead. Alfred 
helped his father break land with oxen. An ar- 
ticle taken from the Calgary Herald, October 8, 
1954, quoted Alfred as saying, "Oxen were poor 
man’s power, and in those days everybody was 
oor, but it was more or less by accident that my 
father used oxen. Soon after we settled in 1901 
swamp-fever swept through the Bentley district 
and killed most of the horses. 








Farm home of Alfred and Clore Haarstad - June 2, 1921 


Alfred became an active farmer in 1910 at 
the age of 18 years. In 1914, his parents went 
to Norway, and he and his brother Ed rented 
the farm and were hailed out. Also that year, 
Alfred acquired the NW% 7-40-1-5 from his 
father, who was instrumental in assisting his 
children to acquire land to start their own 
farms. In turn, Alfred gave his daughter Jean, 
the same quarter of land in 1952, which she 
still owns. Total acres eventually owned and 
farmed amounted to 1,040 acres, of which 880 
acres are in one block, the later still owned by 
the Alfred B. Harstad Estate. 

‘At the age of 22, Alfred had his own 
threshing equipment and crew. That year the 
steam engine was operated by one of the Hil 
stad brothers who farmed 2 miles south of 
Haarstads, but the next year, on February 10, 
1915, Alfred received his Traction Engineers’ 
Final Certificate enabling him to operate his 
own steam engine and for many years, with a 
crew of about 20 men, he threshed for not only 
neighbors but went south into the Blackfalds 
area. 

The two specialties of the Haarstad farm 
were beef caitle, bought in the fall, fed during 
the winter and sold in early spring, and hogs, 
which were marketed at 200 to 210 pounds on 
a weekly basis. There were times when Alfred 
had up to 1,000 hogs and up to 300 head of 
cattle. To feed the livestock, 30,000 bushels of 
grain could easily be consumed in one year's 
time. During the mid 1930's some of the beet 
were taken to the Edmonton Spring Show. In 
1936, Alfred won a championship among sev- 
eral first, second and third place showings. 

During the 1940's, before most farmers had 
refrigerators, the families of the Stephenson and 
‘Sunset school districts formed a meat ring. The 
Haarstad farm already had it's own slaughter 
house and cooler room — made possible by 
hauling large blocks of ice from Sylvan Lake, 
and packed in sawdust to slow the process of 
melting — Alfred took the job of butchering, 











cutting and packaging the beef, a chart was kept 
so that each family would got a different cut of 
beef every week 

On June 2, 1921, Alfred married the 
former Clara Simmons of the Leedale district, 
Gertrude (Olson) Damron, Alfred's niece, was 
the bridesmaid, “Bing” Engebretson was best 
man, toast to the bride was given by Clarence 
Damron, a great man who added so much to 
the history of the Bentley district. The wed- 
ding was held at the Harstad home where 
Alfred and Clara lived for 34 years. They then 
built a new home on the same quarter section 
of land, at which time Harvey and Ruby Haar- 
stad and their five children moved into the 
original home, Harvey was in charge of run- 
ning the farm, which he and his sons still farm. 

‘Clara Haarstad was born February 16, 
1893, at Glenwood, Minnesota, the daughter of 
Joseph and Josephine Simmons. In 1907 the 
family immigrated to Canada and the Leedale 
istrict where Clara took her early schooling, 
She then went to Alberta College in Edmonton 
and took a business course after which she 
worked as a secretary for a number of years. 
During her married life she was very active in 
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community affairs and helped organize many 
functions. In the years of World War 2, seven 
Bentley and area women, organized Victory 
Loan Bond canvassing because their hus- 
bands were busy with the farming. In this 
group were: Mrs. Herb Stevenson, Mrs. G. 
Robson, Mrs. Lorne Craig, Mrs. L. Beddoes, 
Mrs. Ed Ellsworth, Mrs. Clara Harstad and 
her sister Mrs. George Cummings. One year 
their sales were 114 percent of the town's quo- 
ta. They also set one record among rural units 
in obtaining an application for a bond from ev- 
ery 3.5 voters in the area. 

Clara was @ superb homemaker. Every af- 
ternoon coffee and fresh homemade baking 
were served. No matter who might be there at 
meal time, they were included, Always known 
as a generous and gracious hostess to people 
from all walks of life was a natural characteris- 
tic of Clara's and became a tremendous asset 
to Alfred's public achievements. 

Aifred's record of public service to agri- 
culture and to Central Alberta extended over a 
period of many years. Among the services 
which he rendered to the community were: 
First public office: School Trustee, 1913 











Former President of the Central Alberta 
Cattle Breeders’ Association. 

Councillor of the Municipal District as 
long ago as 1923, 

Reeve of the County of Lacombe from its 
formation in 1944 until 1958, 

President of the Central Alberta Associa~ 
tion of Municipal Districts for approxima 
tely 13 years. 

Vice-President of the Alberta Municipal 
Association 

Chairman of the Blindman Valley Co-ope- 
rative Association 

Former Chairman of the Board of the 
Three-Way Chronic Convalescent Hospi- 
tal at Rimbey and was largely responsible 
for the establishment of this Institution, 
Served as Vice-Chairman on the Board of 
the Lacombe District and Community 
Hospital during the 1940's, 

Alberta Wheat Poo! Delegate from 1940 
to 1943 and again from 1946 to 1957. 


In addition he was selected to serve the ge- 
neral public as: 


1936 — Member of the Committee of Three 


| 
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Stockmen from Alberta who at- 
tended at Ottawa to discuss the sta- 
bilization of meat prices. 

1948 — Member of the Committee, engaged 
in the Health Survey of the Province, 
relative to the distribution of the 
Dominion Government Health 
grants. 

1952 — One of the Members of the Commis- 
sion of Five engaged in investigating 
and establishing the necessary cost 
of hospitalization in the Province. 

1953 — Chairman of the Committee ap- 
pointed by the Alberta Wheat Poo! 
to present the farmers’ case to the 
Committee representing the Grain 
Handlers’ strike in Vancouver. 

Served on the executive of the Alberta 

Progressive Conservative Association, 

and in 1946 was a political candidate for 

the Wetaskiwin constituancy. 

In 1983 Alfred was awarded the Queen 
Elizabeth 1! Coronation Medal, Civil category, 
for his outstanding service to the Public in the 
Dominion of Canada, an award he so grat- 
efully appreciated, 











198 


Alfred and Clara had one daughter, Jean. 
She attended Stephenson school for nine 
years, receiving her high school education at 
Mount Royal College in Calgary, Lacombe and 
Red Deer high schools after which she at- 
tended Garbutt Business College, Calgary 
While growing up on the farm she was a mem 

ber of the Lacombe Calf Club, one year taking 
the grand championship for both Lacombe 
and Red Deer Clubs. This animal weighed 945, 
pounds and sold for .18 cents a pound. In the 
1940's when Alfred owned two combines Eve- 
lyn Harstad Andrew and Jean became the 
operators, and she also drove her dad's truck 
hauling stock and grain. On February 3, 1951, 

Jean married Aldo Gallelli of Calgary. Again, 
the toast to the bride was given by Clarence 
Damron, just as he had done for her Mother 30 
years earlier. Jean has four sons; Greg, Mark, 
Neil and Dean all of Calgary. 

Alfred died on March 8, 1958, after a 2 
year illness with cancer. During his iliness and. 
at the time of his passing, he and the family re- 
ceived many letters of kindness and gratitude, 
‘one from John Diefenbaker, then Prime Minis 
ter of Canada, also Douglas Harkness, then 
Minister of Agriculture of Canada and A.T. Ba- 
ker, General Manager of the Alberta Wheat 
Pool, and many more from cherished friends 
and wonderful neighbors, tremendous ho- 
mage awarded to a man who had done so 
much during his lifetime in the Bentley district. 


HAARSTAD, CARL 
By Helen Ree 


The youngest of a pioneer family in the 
Bentley district, Carl Haarstad grew up in the 
area west of Bentley. When he was working at a 
sawmill in the Gilby district, he met Helen 
Anderson and they were married in December 
1925 

With the help of Car''s father, the young 
newlyweds built avery comfortable home on the 
S.E,26-40-2-5, where they lived and farmed until 
moving to Bentley in 1949, 

‘A good farmer and handy with machinery, 
Carl found time to do a good deal of custom 
work in the district and could be counted on to 
help a neighbor, ifthe need arose. He was alsoa 
good stock man and fed many hogs and most 
winters would have a bunch of cattle on feed as 


well. 


Helen's pride and part time joy was a pair of 








twin Jersey heifers that she got the job of 
looking after and trying to milk with help from 
the hired girl, when Carl was away threshing, 

In 1929 Allan was born and attended schoo! 
at Stephenson and Bentley, taking his high 
school at Red Deer. 

In 1983 he married Mary Makaloski, who 
was teaching school in Bentley at that time and 
who returned to teaching after the family grew 
up. They have 3 children, Rodney, who married 
Diane Sommers and lives in Edmonton; Rod- 
ney is in his last year of articling as a Char- 
tered Accountant; Greg, who lives in Olds and 
works for a fertilizer company there and 
Wendy who married Tom Clark, They live in 
the Olds area and are the parents of a baby 
girl, Jessica Anne, born in February 1981 - a 
great grandchild for Grandma Helen. 

Carl and Helen's daughter, Muriel, was born 
in 1984, She attended school at Stephenson and 
Bentley and took a secretarial course at 
Calgary. She married Lester Wenger in 1953. 
They have 3 children, Beverly, who married 
David Fisher, a dental technician. They have one 
son, Brook, who is Grandma's pride and joy. 
Beverly and David and baby livein Victoria, B.C. 

Dixie, the second daughter, lives in Victoria 
land works for the Provincial Government. 

Scott, their only son, is at present attending 
B.C.I.T. and has a job with Fording Coal at 
Elkford, B.C. 

Lester and Muriel live at Vernon, B.C. where 
Lester works as a buyer and seller for Lavington 
Planer Mill. Muriel works in the Canada 
Employment Centre there. They have just 
finished a new home in a new subdivision 
overlooking the city 

‘When Carl and Helen moved in to Bentley 
they ran the White Rose gas station until Carl's 
passing in April, 1956. Allan and Lester 
continued operating the station for some time 
until it was taken over by Chester Miller 

Allan went to work for Rangeland and still 
works there as a construction supervisor. He 
‘and Mary live in Olds, 

Helen moved to Red Deer in 1957 and 
worked at Eaton's until 1964. She now lives at 
Vernon, B.C. and has been married since 1971 to 
Hans Ree, a former Bentley resident. 


HAARSTAD, EDWARD AND ANNA 
By Helen Butcher 

Edward (Ed) Haarstad came to Canadawith 

his parents in 1901. He bought the Brady Palmer 


homestead, which his son, James, now farms. 
‘The Holmens came to Canada in 1905 and Ed 
and Anna Holmen were married in 1908, 

Dad and Mom farmed. Dad worked for the 
municipality in construction work, was secre- 
tary of the telephone company and was involved 
in the Alberta Wheat Pool. He enjoyed baseball 

Dad died December 18, 1997, at the age of 
fifty-one and Mom died May 18, 1967 at the age 
of seventy-seven, They were both buried in the 

Vig cometery. 
teen children in the family. 
living. One daughter died at the 
vin died in 1956, and Gertie in 


There were 
and ten are sti 
age of seven, 
1969. 

‘Alice married Martin Thomas and they had. 
two children, Jim of Prince George and Joy of 
Edmonton. Martin died in May, 1950 and Alice 
later married Bob Liner. They live in Rimbey. 

Gertie married Earl Anderson and they 
farmed in the Bentley district, where their five 
children were born, (Their story is told else- 
where in this book.) 

‘Menda had one son, Eddie, who lives in 
Benalto, and she makes her home in Westview 
Apartments in Bentley 

Velma married Allan Wiese of the Lockhart 
district and they had three children, Stan of 
Rocky Mountain House, Shirley of Eckville and 
Sharon of Lloydminster. Allan passed away May 
6, 1978 and Veima lives in Eckville, 

Nellie married Josh Wilkins. They farmedin 
the Durham district but now live in Bentley. 
Their son, Rodney farms the home place, where 
he and his wife, Doreka, and family live. Murium 
lives at Rocky and Sandra is married to Tom 
Turnbull and they live on the Turnbull farm 
north of Bentley. 

James married Ada Land and James and his 
two sons farm his dad's original farm. Ada 
passed away February §, 1976. Their son, Den- 
his married Pat Beranek and Dean is unmarried. 

Clarence married Marion Metro. He has 
worked for the County of Lacombe for years and 
they make their home in Lacombe. They have a 
family of five; Anna, Lorrie, Susan, Eddie and 
Wayne all of Lacombe, 

Helen married Ted Butcher. They bought 
property at Gull Lake, previously owned by 
Harry Brownlow, and Helen makes her home in 
Bentley since Ted's death on April 29, 1959, 
They have three children; Pat Ree of Vernon, 
B.C., Bev Hunt and Philip, both of Bentley 

Harvey married Ruby Woods of the Lock 
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hart district and they tived on and farmed the 
A.B, Haarstad land, They also bought the N.T. 
Damron land north of Bentley, and now live 
there, They have five children; Everett, Ken and 
Larry of Bentley, Cheryl of Bentley and Linda of 
Red Deer. 

Shirley married Lawrence Christianson and 
they now live in Lacombe. They have four child 
ren; Leann Garries of Bentley, Brenda and Ann 
of Lacombe and Leslie of Valleyview. 

Evelyn married Walter Andrew of Eckville. 
They farm north of Eckville but are now living in 
Eckville. They have four children; Ronnie, who 
farms the home place, Lorrie of Eckville, Janis of 
the Diamond Valley district and Debbie of Fox 
Creek 





HAARSTAD, GERHARD AND SOPHIA, 
By Louise Holmen 
In the spring of 1880, Gerhard and Sophia 
Haarstad and one child, Anna, came to Minne- 
sota from Norway. In 1882, they homesteaded in 
North Dakota. They lived there for nineteen 
years and had a family of five girls, four boys 
and one baby boy, deceased: Anne, Minnie, 
Molly, Louise, Jennie, Gustav, Edward, Alfred 
and Carl 





Gerhard Harstad family n 1892 -An 
Mollie, Ed 





Gusta, 








Gerhard Haarstad family early 1920's 
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In 1901 the family came to Canada by 
CP.R., using two stock cars to haul their lives 
tock, machinery and household goods. Anna 
land Minnie married and stayed in the States. 

Peter Lowe, who had been aneighbor in the 
States, met them at Lacombe and took them to 
his home, where they stayed until the next day. 
Then they travelled by wagon across the coun 
try, and forded the Blindman river to the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Vig. They arrived around noon and 
were served a tasty bear stew. The family stayed 
with Mr, and Mrs. Casper Vig until a log house 
was built on the homestead four anda half miles 
from Bentley. 

Now it was mid-summer and there was lots, 
to be done. A well was dug by hand and wood 
had to be put up for the cookstove and winter 
heater. Hay for winter feed for the stock had to 
bbe put up and the job of fencing and clearing 
land was to begin. All work was done by horses 
and manpower. 

The women also had a busy time sewing 
clothes and preparing meals. Most of the food 
such as beef, pork, eggs, milk and cream were 
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Minnie, Alred, Molly and Gus 








Sophia 


produced on the farm and the cheese, butter 
and bread were all homemade 

The closest doctor was at Lacombe, Dr. 
Sharp and Dr. Simpson. Dr. Evans came to Ben- 
tley in 1905, 

The children attended Stephenson 
school, which was a mile and a half cross- 
‘country. The winter was hard with lots of snow 
and below zero weather and sometimes it was 
t00 cold for the very young to go to schoo! 

In the fall of 1903, 2 larger log house was 
built south of the first house. 

Church was held in different homes once or 
twice a month. The minister came from Black: 
falds the evening before to hold church on Sun- 
day. Sunday schoo! was taught in the family 
homes with Gunhild Johnson teaching the be- 
ginners and Hans Skjonsberg the older ones. 
The classes were taught in Norwegian. At 
Christmas in 1905 they had a Christmas party 
and sang Sunday School songs and had treats 
of candy and apples. 

In summer picnics were held on the north 
shore of Sylvan Lake or at Sunset Hill. The 
settlers usually gathered to celebrate the 17th of 


May, which is a Scandinavian holiday. Neigh- 
bors would often gather at homes to visit. 

The Ladies Aid would meet in the homes to 
do handwork and have dinner and the handwork 
would be auctioned off and the funds used to 
help the church. 

Farm work and land improvement was a 
steady chore until a break came in 1914, when 
Gerhard and Sophia went to Tromso, Norway 
for a visit. The holiday was cut short because of 
the 1914 war and the ships would not be able to 
carry passengers at a later date. 

‘The Haarstads retired in Bentley in 1921 
Sophia passed away in 1922 and Gerhard in 
1928, 


HAARSTAD, GUSTAV S. 
By Merlyn Harstad 


Gus Haarstad’s parents were married in 
Norway in 1879 and one daughter was born 
there. All the rest of the children — nine in all — 
were born in the United States. His parents 
moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1881 
where they lived for about a year and then 
moved to Fort Ransen County, North Dakota, 
where Gus was born on October 23, 1888, 

He attended school in Ransen County until 
1901, at which time the family moved to Canada, 
settling at Bentley. The move was made in @ 
cattle car with the cows and horses. He finished 
his schooling west of Bentley and then returned 
to the United States where he took a 
book-keeping course. He later bought a farm in 
Ransen county and after renting it out, he 
moved back to Bentley in, or about 1922, and 
worked in the Co-op store in Bentley for several 
years. Gus then bought the E% 30-40-1-5, 3 
miles west of Bentley, 

(On March 16, 1927 he married Marion V. 
Engen, who was working at the hotel at the time. 

Marion was born October 10, 1906, in the 
United States and moved to the Eckville district 
as a child 


In 1982 Gus and Marion became the proud 
parents of their first son, Vernon. Their second 
son, Merlyn, was born in 1936, 

‘Gus moved his family to Bentley in 1948 to 
enable Vernon to attend high school, as there 
was no bus service to the farm at that time. 
Vernon furthered his education, first at the 
University of Alberta, in Edmonton, then in 
Minneapolis and New Orleans, and taughtat the 
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University in New Orieans until his death in 
1974. 

Merlyn, married Merry Carol Veevers of 
Lacombe in 1962 and their only son, David 
Gustav, was born April 16, 1968, 

Gus retired from farming in 1965 and 
enjoyed playing cards three days of the week 
with other retired gentlemen of Bentley. Before 
his retirement, he was a very active personin the 
community, playing ball and being an active 
member of many clubs in town 

Although Gus married late in life, at the age 
of 99, he lived to celebrate his 50th wedding 
anniversary in 1977. He later moved to the 
Rimbey Nursing Home where he resided until 
his death in 1978. 

Marion is now in the Nursing Home in 
Lacombe. 


HAARSTAD, MERLYN G. 


Merlyn was bornin the new Bentley hospital 
October 15, 1936. He lived three miles west of 
Bentley on his father's farm until he was twelve 
years old, He attended Stephenson school, 
and helped on his father's farm for 5 years and 
then worked for Miller's Service and Donnelly 
Motors for a few years. Alter that he worked at 
various jobs away from Bentley for the next 
few years. He returned to Bentley in 1962 and 
took a job as milkman, 


(On June 30, 1962 Merlyn married Merry 
Carol Veevers of Lacombe. They then moved 
back to his father’s farm, where he had lived asa 
cchild, and where he is stil living, In 1964 his wite 
gave birth to a still-born child 

In 1965, Merlyn returned to school to 
apprentice for, and receive, his mechanic's 
license. He worked and farmed his father's farm 
after his father retired in 1965. In 1967, Merlyn 
broke his back in an industrial accident and was 
unable to either work or attend schoo! during 
the next 2 years. He received his mechanic's 
licence in 1971 and commuted between Bentley 
and jobs in Lacombe and Red Deer until 1975, 
when he opened his own repair shop in Bentley. 
‘The first shop was in a building that stood where 
the new Bank of Montreal Is situated. In 
February 1976, he built his own repair shop one 
block north of main street, where he still works. 
Merlyn, Carol and their son, David Gustav, who 
was born in 1968, still live on the home farm, 
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HAHN FAMILY 
By Ema Greenley 





Mr. & Mrs. Julius Hahn and family. to R- Erhard, Erna, 
‘Jiu, Emily, Art, Adina, Betty in front 


The Hahn family lived in the Gull Lake 
district from 1946 to 1982, prior to this they had 
resided in South Cooking Lake area east of 
Edmonton. 

Julius and Emily Hahn were married on May 
27, 1928 at Strathcona Lutheran Church. They 
started married life in a small two room house at 
Bretona, Alberta where Julius was employed as 
fa section man for the CNR. Their first child, a 
daughter was born here in 1929 but died at birth, 
Their second child, Erna, arrived in the fall of 
1930. Julius was then transferred to Biggar. 
Saskatchewan, a railroad town onthe main CNR 
line. It was here that their son, Erhard, was 
born in May 1932. In 1933 they decided to try 
farming and purchased a quarter section 15 
miles east of Edmonton, The farm was all bush 
and took a lot of backbreaking work to clear 
the land, dig a well, erect a house, barn, etc. 
This was to be their home for the next 14 
years, with Millie running the farm and Julius 
working for the CNR. In the meantime three 
more children arrived, Arthur, Adina and Bet- 
ty. In 1942 Julius left the CNA to farm full time. 
The farm at South Cooking Lake is situated 
near The Alberta Game farm and has now 
been divided into acreages, however the origi 
ral house and log barn are still standing. 

In the spring of 1946 they moved to the 
“Wyndlow’ farm in the Gull Lake district. Itwasa 
real treat to farm such rich farmland after the 
bare existence on the original farm. In 1952 they 
returned to the Edmonton district moving into 











the city. However they still farmed the land at 
Gull Lake. It was during this time that Julius 
became a Rawleigh dealer and later a nursing 





attendant at the Oliver Mental Institute. Mile, 
as always, carried on the role as homemaker. 
Emily lost her life at the young age of 49 in a 
tragic car accident on March 12, 1958. Several 
years later Julius remarried to Lillian Malterer 
‘of Edmonton. They are retired and live in 
Westbank, B.C. 

The tive children are scattered throughout 
Alberta, Erna married Joe Greenly of Jarvie, 
Alberta, He is with Meteorological Services of 
Canada and, because of his line of work, they 
have lived in the Northwest Territories 
Southern Alberta and at the present time are in 
Coronation, Alberta. Erna spent many years 
working in hospitals, but returned to school in 
1976 to obtain her high schoo! diploma. Always 
community minded, she is at the present time 
‘on town council in Coronation, Erma and Joe 
have five children, Linda Larsen of Toronto, 
Ontario, Kerry Greenly of Lethbridge, Brenda 
Shenton of Airdrie, Alberta, Mark of Leth- 
bridge and Catheryne at home in Coronation 

Erhard married Carol Winkleman of Lac La 
Nonne, Alberta. They live in Edmonton and have 
two children. Lynn Wirth of Edmonton, and 
Brian of Camrose. Erhard chose police work as 
his vocation and now holds the position of 
Deputy Chief of the Edmonton Police Force, 

‘Arthur married Lorraine Oswald of Calmar, 
Alberta, They reside in Ponoka and have three 
children. Cheryl Morrow of Drayton Valley, 
Terry of Red Deer, and Kenny at home. Art 
chose the banking business as his vocation. 
eventually becoming a manager. At the present 
time he is Credit Superintendent for the Alberta 
Opportunity Company based at Ponoka. He 
also owns the farm at Gull Lake and not only 
farms the land but has erected a large chicken 
barn housing $000 chickens and thus has 
become an egg producer. 

‘Adina married Allen Hudkins of Edmonton, 
‘Al is with the Provincial Department of Social 
Services and they live in Fort McMurray, 
Alberta, Adina became a very proficient typist 
and works as a secretary for Alberta Forestry. 
Both Adina and Al are very active in youth work 
and have opened their home often to foster 
children. They have four children of their own. 
Charlene Hinko of Stony Plain, Alberta; Brent 
of Swan Hills, Alberta; Garth of Barrhead, Alb- 
erta and Troy at home in Fort McMurray. 


Betty married Terry Wilson of Stettler, 
Alberta and they reside in Edmonton. They are 
both teachers, Terry is a guidance counsellor 
and Betty teaches grades four and five. They 
have two children, Kevin and Shauna, both stil 
at home. 

Atthe time of this writing there are two great 
grandchildren, Brandon Brent Hudkins of Swan 
Hills and Benjamin Keith Shenton of Airdrie. 


HANCIK, JOE FAMILY 
By Verona Hancik 


Joe came to Canada from Hvozdnica, 
Czechoslovakia when he was 26 years of age. 
He came by ship which landed in Montreal 
and then travelled by train to Lacombe arriving 
in July of 1926. There, a number of farmers 
had their names in at the land office for get- 
ting hired men. Mr. Loren Craig of Bentley 
picked Joe to work for him so this became 
Joe's first home in Canada and Loren and Nel- 
lie Craig taught him his first English words, 

‘On May 14, 1930, | arrived in Lacombe with 
our daughter, Ciona, who was nearly five 
years old. | aiso came by ship which took us 
three weeks to get to Montreal, and then 
another week by train to where Joe was work- 
ing, so this also became aur first home in Ca- 
nada and where | learned my first English 
words 

Joe's main reason for coming here was to 
make money and then return tohis family in the 
old country. In the four years before | came, he 
grew to like Canada and this way of life, so saved 
his money and sent for us to join him. 

‘Atthat time, wages for hired men were $1.00, 
a day in the summer and sometimes not that 
much in the winter. During harvest the wages 
were a little better. Most of the farming and tra- 
velling was done by horses as only a few farmers 
had tractors or cars. 

Over the next ten years Joe worked for 
many different farmers and we lived at five 
different places in the Bentley-Forshee area. | 
worked along with Joe and always our dream 
was to save money for a place of our own. Along 
with our working and moving we added four 
more to our family, John, Annie, Helen and 
Rosie. Finally we had enough money foradown 
payment on a quarter of land in the Rimbey area 
which was owned by Mr. Woolger. We moved 
there in March of 1940 into a house that had 
been built and used as a granary. On one of 











Mr. & Mrs, Joe Hancik and family 


the moving days, we used horses and sleigh in 
the morning and had to change to wagons in 
the afternoon as the sun had melted the snow, 
@ drastic change between morning and even- 
ing but spring had arrived. 

(On this quarter there were approx. 65 acres 
broke so we spent many hard, back breaking 
hours clearing the rest of the land, besides fixing 
up the house and adding on a room. The family 
had grown enough now to help with root 
picking, chores, housekeeping etc. We then 
Purchased one more quarter of land and felt that 
all our hard work had been worth it, just to have 
‘our own home. 

‘Over the years our children went to schoo! 
at Centerview, Chapel and Rimbey. My memory 
isn't very good but some of the teachers | recall 
are Vivian Forsell and Freda Werth at 
Centerview, and Annie Diggle, Margaret Rim- 
bey, Phyllis Rice and Mrs. Calwell at Chapel. For 
any health problems we went to Dr. Henry in 
Bontley and after the war, he practised in La- 
combe. 

We lived on our farm from 1940 to 1974. 
Because of Joe's health and our age we retired 
to Rimbey where we bought a home. We lived 
there for 3 years before Joe passed away in Dec. 
of 1977. However | still reside there. 

‘Our daughter Ciona married Steve Klick! in 
1948 and has 3sons, John, Pat (married to 
Debbie Ell and has a daughter) and Alian. They 
have lived most of their married life in Alix. 

‘Our son John married Shirley Taylor in 
1952. They have 2 sons and 3 daughters. 
Carleen, Bob (married Doreen Paul and have 2 
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daughters} Dick, Connie and Brenda. They have 
lived all of their married life in the Rimbey area. 

‘Annie married Ivan Houghton in 1952 and 
have 3 sons, Westley (married to Doris Lagore) 
Jim (married to Rebekah Seidel) and Bill 
(married to Lorena McNabb). They have lived on 
a farm north of Rimbey for several years. 


Helen married Maurice DePauw in 1960 
‘and they have 3 sons and 1 daughter, Tony, 

Lee, Dean and Julie. They live just south of 
Lacombe on a farm, 

Rosie resides in Michener Center in Red 
Deer. 

‘Over the years our minds were mostly on 
work as improvements came very slow so the 
only breaks we took were school Christmas 
concerts and picnics and church on Sunday. We 
still found the language quite a barrier so 
‘occasionally would enjoy a visit from people of 
our own language. We kept in touch with our 
parents and relatives by mail, but in the 55 years 
we've been here we never went back for a visit 
nor has anyone come over from there. So at 
times, the thoughts of family were strong and 
we were very homesick but we found that 
keeping busy eased the pain, and pictures in 
the mail helped. 

In the later years we enjoyed going to farm 
sales where Joe would bid on different things 
but our favorite pastime was visiting our chil: 
dren 

Our life in Canada has been a lot of hard 
work and worry, the same I'm sure, as so many 
other people have experienced, but we had our 
enjoyable times too and | thank God every day 
that we had the chance to come to this land of 
plenty. 


HANKINS, ED 

Ed Hankins married Louisa Raymond in S, 
Dakota and three children were born there - 
Erastus, George and Bonnie 

They came to Alberta by covered wagon in 
1901 and another daughter, Irene, was born in 
1905. After farming for a number of years, they 
moved to Bentley, where they later both passed 
away and are buried in the Bentley Cemetery. 


HANKINS, WILLIAM SR, 
by Lester Hankins 


William Andrew Hankins and family came to 
the Bentley area from Rapid City, S. Dakota in 





1900 and were originally from Lincotn, 
Nebraska 

Drought and hard times in the Dakota 
territories made homesteading in Canada look 
very promising and good reports of land on the 
west side of Gull Lake, from his father-in-law, 
led him to choose that area, Lacombe was the 
nearest shipping point and the family spent the 
first night in the Lacombe Hotel. Charles, the 
‘12-year old, remembers seeing ducks swim- 
ming In the street the next morning. 

‘The family then consisted of Bill and his 
wife Alice, 16-year old Abner, Charles - 12, 
Emmet - 8 and Edith -2'. Little Bill arrived July 
25th that summer. 

Alice's parents welcomed them into their 
home until a log cabin could be built on the 
homestead, N.W. 16-41-1-5. Logs were plentiful 
along the lake shore and neighbors were 
helpful. Bill was a very good carpenter by trade 
and soon the family were able to move in. 

Next came clearing and breaking the land. 
Fish were plentiful in Gull Lake. Saskatoons, 
strawberries and raspberries were easily found 
and small game helped supply the meat. 

‘The Outlet school was only amile andahalf 
away and church services were held each 
Sunday at Grandfather Raymond's home, witha 
pienic lunch after. 

The nearest doctor was Dr. Sharp in 
Lacombe and a mid-wife was usually available 
for births. 

Two more children completed the Hankins 
family. Ann was born in 1902 and Lester Roy in 
1908. Tragedy struck in 1919 when wife, and 
mother, Alice died. 

Les, the youngest is the only one still living 
In Alberta. 

Abner Hankins married Zola Brown and 
they and their three children moved to 
Whitefish, Montana in 1918. Abner passed away 
in 1954, 

Charles married Ada Buckley of the Haynes 
district and they lived at Bentley, then on the 
home farm for a few years and then homes- 
teaded in the Valleyview area. They had one 
daughter, Wava. Charles and Ada later moved to 
Dawson Creek, B.C. and Ada passed away in 
1964. Charles then returned to Alberta and 
made his home with his daughter and son-in- 
law, Mr, and Mrs. Bill Minks of the Faraway dis- 
trict, north of Rocky Mountain House, until his 
death December 2, 1979 at the age of ninety- 





one. He had 7 grandchildren and 4 great grand- 
children. He is buried in the Bentley cemetery. 

Emmet married Kate Hunt and they had 1 
son, Emest and 3 daughters, Willa, Loretta and 
Helen. The family also moved to Whitefish in 
1918 and Emmet died there. 

Edith married Guy Palmer of Bentley, who 
was a barber. They moved to Seattle Wash., and 
she now lives with her daughter, lona, there, 


HANSEN, ALBERT AND OLGA 
By the family 

‘Albert was born to Hans and Annie Han- 
sen of Seattle in May 1908, and, at three years 
of age, came to the farm west of Bentley with 
his parents. As he grew up, he farmed with his 
folks until his marriage to Olga Letawsky on 
December 5, 1935. 

‘Olga was born in Lamont, Alberta, Sep- 


tember 7, 1913 and shortly after finishing 





‘school, she came to Bentley to work for Clara 
Haarstad. Albert knew a good thing when he 
saw it and didn't waste much time in courting 
and marrying her. 

Within the next year they moved from the 
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little house in Hans's yard to the farm they 
purchased from Gordon Affleck, one mile 
north of the home farm. Albert continued to 
farm with his dad and Olga kept busy garde- 
ning, crocheting, sewing and generally help- 
ing on the farm: 

In May, 1940, they were blessed with a 
baby girl, Darlene, and three years later, in Ju- 
ly, 1943 Ronald was born. Bonnie was born in 
October, 1953. 

In 1954, about a year after the passing of 
Hans and Annie, Albert and Olga bought the 
old Hansen farm from the estate and moved 
there. 

Over the years Albert developed various 
Interests, including curling, coin collecting, 
fishing, hunting, tree planting and horseshoes. 
He was a member of the Wheat Pool, the Shri 
ners, Bentley Elks and Seed Growers Associa: 
tion, 

‘Olga’s interests were pretty much 
wrapped up in raising her family, after which 
she turned her interests toward her artistic and 
creative abilities, She became the main 
founder of the Bentley Pleasure Painters, 
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The Hansen family managed a summer 
vacation nearly every year and they still remi- 
nisce about them with friends who had accom- 
panied them 

‘On November 90, 1968, Darlene, who by 
this time was a registered nurse, married Norm 
‘Ashmead of Calgary. They have two daught- 
ers, Kathleen, born December, 1971 and Kim- 
berley, February 1978, At present the family 
lives in Sherwood Park. 

‘On November 2, 1968, Ron married 
Donna Geisbrecht of Rimbey. This lead to Al- 
bert and Olga moving to Bentley in December, 
1969, where they spent the next several years 
building their home, which displayed Albert's 
carpentering talents and produced a beautiful 
home. 

By this time Bonnie had finished school 
and college and had become a secretary. She 
is now working for a lawyer in Red Deer. 

Meanwhile, Albert and Ron continued to 
farm together. Ron had purchased half of the 
land and Albert was talking of complete retire- 
ment in the near future, 

‘Alter the tragic death of his parents in a 
‘car accident in March, 1976, Ron purchased 
the remainder of the farm from the estate and 
thus the Ron and Donna Hansen family, con- 
sisting of Sherry, born August 26, 1974, Greg 
July 2, 1976 and Geoff, January 2, 1978, reside 
‘on the original Hansen farm, four miles west of 
Bentley. 

In December, 1975, shortly before their 
passing, Albert and Olga celebrated their for- 
tieth wedding anniversary, with a banquet and 
dance in the Bentley Community Hall, It was 
attended and enjoyed by a large number of the 
residents of Bentley as well as friends and re- 
latives from miles around. 


HANSEN, HANS AND CAMILLA 
By Harry B. Hansen 


Hans Hansen was born Oct. 14, 1863, at 
Vesterskernimge, Island of Frin, 12miles west of 
Svendborg, Several of his descendantsstill live 
there, in the Heindstrup district, § miles north 
west of Vesterskernimge. The names of some of 
these are Rasmus Christiansen, Thera Neilsen, 
and Augusta Lund, 

{At the age of 16 Hans set sail for America, 
via Cape Horn, New Zealand, Australia, San 
Francisco, and on to Council Blutts, lowa. After 
working for some time in New Zealand and Aus- 











tralia he got to Council Bluffs about 1887. He 
went to work for the Armaur Packing Company 
in Omaha 

Camilla Hansen was born at Kareback- 
mende Sjaelland, Denmark, near Naestved. The 
house where she was born is one mile west of 
the Lutheran Church. Camilla came direct to 
Council Bluffs in 1886. Both Hans and Camilla 
had friends and relatives in Council Butts. They 
met at the Danish Brotherhood Lodge. 

‘They were married May 3, 1888, spent some 
time in the hotel business, and then a retail meat 
business, moving to Treynor, 15 miles east of 
Council Bluffs, Here they opened a shop of their 
own, Hans wanted a farm, so when new land was 
being opened up in Oklahoma he bought a quar- 
ter section, 6 miles south east of Lawton, in 
1901. Seven of their children had been born in 
Jowa; Stella, Arthur, Edd, Walter, Flora, Bob, and 
Harry. The Hansens spent 10 years farming in 
Oklahoma, raising corn, broom corn, cotton, 
melons, peanuts, swoet potatoes, and fruit. Four 
more children were born; Wilma, Paul, who died 
in infancy, Ray, and Jim, They built a comforta: 
ble home and sent the children to Woodlawn 
School. 

In 1910 the country was flooded with C.P.R, 
propaganda about free and cheap land in Al- 
berta. Hans fell for itand in the fall of 1910 tooka 
trip to Alberta and bought the Hansen farm, 3 
miles east of Bentloy, from Fred Nelles, which 
‘was the N.E.20-40-28-W.4. and from Art Mit 
hell, the W.¥s fraction of 20-40-28-W.4. This 
strip of land had been homesteaded by Wm. 
Wiese and sold to Mitchell 

There were two houses on the place. The 
fone occupied by Nelles was the first frame 
house between Bentley and Lacombe. We 
moved the two houses together and made a 
comfortable six room house; no bathroom, 
heated by wood stoves, water from the well, and 
kerosene lamps. It was the 15th of March, 1911 
when the first contingent of Hansens arrived by 
immigrant train. Tho rest; Camilla, Arthur, Flora, 
Wilma, Ray and Jim, came the first part of May 
by passenger train, Stella had married George 
Cabelka and did not come to Canada until 
1913. 

Hans and Camilla spent seven years farm- 
ing the place. They were prosperous years as 
the First World War came on. Hans had bought 
cattle at $25.00 a head and by 1918 the price of 
those same cattle was $100.00. Half of the coun- 
try wasn't fenced and Hans could range his cat- 
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tle on thisland. By 1918hehad accumulated 200 
head. They worked very hard on the farm and 
Hans seemed to get restless to make a move, 
ever so often. He rented the farm to George 
Cabelka and had an auction sale, in the early 
spring of 1918, C.F, Damron was the Auctioneer. 
Hans decided to try the Pacific Coast for awhile, 
They took the younger fry of the family with 
them; Harry, Wilma, Ray, and Jim. The rest of 
the family were on their own in Alberta, They 
spent the summer of 1918 at Langley on Whitby 
Island then moved to 37V3, Wetmore, Everett 
Wash. They spent about three years in Everett 
and then moved to a 20 acre farm 1 mile west of 
Arlington, Wash. Their famly dwindled to Ray 
and Jim by this time. After spending about 4 
years on this farm, and discouraged by repeated 
floods, they sold the farm along with some cattle 
and machinery and one horse. They loaded their 
furniture along with a part car of fir lumber and 
shipped it back to Bentley. They followed in the 
Old high wheel 1918 Dodge touring car. Hans 
had bought his first car in 1917, a Maxwell, while 
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Grandma and Grandpa Hansen, with Wilma, Raymond 
‘and Jim, traveling with old Maxwell car from Wash 
State to Bentley to vist relatives here circa 19% 


‘on Whitby Island, and had recently traded it in 
for the Dodge. 

When the Hansens had their sale in 1918 
Hans bought the N.W. 21-40-28-W.4 and he 
chose the northwest corner to build a now 
home. Itwas in the fall of 1926, We ll turned out 
to dig the basement and run the conerete. We 
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also helped with the building under the supervi- 
sion of Frank Hewitt and Henry Pico. Percy 
‘Thorp put in a Delco plant and wired the house 
for electricity. There was also a water pressure 
system for a bathroom and kitchen. Jim, the 
youngest of the family, was the only one at home 
at the time 

Hans and Camilla lived in this house for 17, 
years, the longest they had ever lived anywhere. 
They were completely retired and maintained 
good health, surrounded by their children, and 
grandchildren, 

In 1944 their son Edd, who lived one mile 
south, sold his farm to Eric McLachlan and 
bought a fairly large house at Abbotsford, B.C. 
Thinking that the old folks were getting too old 
and feeble to be living alone, he invited them to 
‘come and stay with him at Abbotsford, They 
accepted this offer and once again C.F. Damron 
‘was called in to auction off their furniture, auto- 
mobile, a few cattle and some sheep. 

They spent the winter of 1944 with Edd and 
in the summer of 1945 they went to Penticton 
where their daughter, Flora, (Mrs. Len Beddoes, 
Sr) lived on Argyle Street. They spent some 
years with Flora and Len. They liked the climate 
and decided to set up a place of their own again. 
They bought a small house on Martin Street 
While living there they celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary. Quite a gathering of the 
olan turned out for this occasion. As the fifties, 
‘came on they began to get more feeble and 
realized they could not carry on much longer. 
They applied for admittance to the Danish 
Brotherhood Lodge, called Dania, at Burnaby, 
B.C. They were accepted and once again sold 
their little home and furniture, took their suit- 











cases, and made their last move. They enjoyed 
the lodge and were quite well looked after dur- 
ing their last days. 

Hans passed away Dec. 3, 1952, just shortly 
after his 89th birthday. Camilla passed away in 
November, 1953, at 86 years. They are both bur- 
ied in the Forest Lawn Cemetery Memorial Park 
in Burnaby, B.C. 

For a more detailed tory read the"Hansens 
Book’ at the Lacombe and Bentley libraries. 


THE CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF 
HANS AND CAMILLA HANSEN, 


These 11 children of Hans and Camilla 
Hansen came to Alberta with their parents in 
3910 or were born in the Bentley area shortly 
after, making all of them true pioneers. 

‘STELLA was born in 1889 at Council Bluffs, 
lowa. She married George Cabelka in 1908 and 
came to Alberta in 1913. They rented four differ- 
ent farms in the Bentley district, the last one 
being the Hansen farm, east of Bentley. While 
farming here from 1918 to 1923 they bought the 
E.s-13-40-1-W.5, which became their home 
for the next 35 years. Their children are Louis 
Cabelka, Agnes Moore, and Helen Beranek of 
the Bentley district. At present Stella is at the 
Lacombe Nursing Home, aged 92, Her husband, 
George, passed away in 1965, 

ARTHUR was born at Council Bluffs in 
1890, went to school in lowa and Oklahoma, 
came to Bentley in 1911, His first job was driv- 
inga livery team for John Fortune of Lacombe, 
He filed on a homestead in the Bluffton area, 
north of Rimbey, He later went into the whole- 
sale. meat business, delivering to railroad 
‘camps and lumber camps. In October, 1915, 
Arthur, with several other men from the rail 
road camps west of Eckville, enlisted in the 
Canadian Army. In the spring of 1916 he was 
in the thick of the Battle of the Marne where 
he was wounded and sent to Scotland to recu- 
perate. He was back in the front lines again in 
1917. He died of wounds received in the Battle 
of Vimy Ridge, a few miles from Arras, France. 

EDD was born in 1891, went to school in 
Jowa and Oklahoma, immigrated to Alberta in 
1911. He worked on the home farm and with 
some of the neighbors. He returned to Okla 
homa in 1913 and back to Alberta in 1914. He 
spent 1915 with Fred Stevens, guiding tourists in 
the mountains west of Nordegg. This was all by 
pack horses and required good horses and 
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skilled men. Most of his customers were wealthy 
men from New York and Chicago and some- 
limes England and Europe. Edd met Annie Chri- 
stiansen daughter of a Scandinavian family 
who pioneered south west of Bentley. They 
were married in 1916. They moved to a farm 
Hans Hansen had bought 4 miles north of Chig 
well, near the Birch Lake School, In 1918 he 
bought the O.B. Moore farm, south east of Ben- 
tley, now owned by Josh Wilkins. Edd farmed 
this land until 1944, when he sold to Eric 
McLachlan. Edd, with Annie and two youngest 
boys, moved to Abbotsford, B.C. and boughta9 
acre tract on the outskirts of town. He spent 
several years building houses and selling lots. 
Annie became ill with cancer and passed away 
in 1954, Edd took a job as manager of the Eagles 
Lodge Club. He worked there until his retire- 
ment in 1965. Edd was married to Mrs. Evelyn 
Harvey, August 11, 1962. Evelyn has one son. 
Earl Wilson of Calgary. Edd and Evelyn are in 
comfortable retirement in Abbotsford. Edd's 
boys are Harold of Everett, Wash, Abbie of 


1, Elwin McPherson, Lyman MePherson, Bob Hansen, Ray 
Haddon, Rev. Thampson, Elton Poling, Campbell Miler, Raloh Morison, 
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Granite Falls, Wash., Donald of Red Deer, Alta., 
and Orville of Everett, Wash 

WALTER was born in 1893 at Council 
Bluffs, lowa, went to school in lowa and Okla- 
homa. He quit school at 14 and went to work for 
neighbors or came home for threshing or cotton 
picking time, He was aboard the immigrant train 
When the move was made to Alberta. One of his 
first jobs in Alberta was for R.M. Gibson in the 
Jackfish Lake district, south west of Lacombe. 
He was a well known baseball player around 
Rainy Creek and Bentley, with the Whitesell and 
the Nelson boys. Their team was called the Rab- 
bit Twisters. Walter was working at home when 
he married Mildred Fisher of the Clive district. 
‘They stayed at home for the rest of the summer, 
enjoying Gull Lake. Part of the winter was spent 
at Mildred's parents. That spring they moved 
onto a farm just over the fence from Hans 
Hansen's farm by the Birch Lake School. When 
Edd moved to the Gull Lake district Walter 
moved onto the Hansen property. He lator 
bought this farm from his dad. This place had a 
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good log house and barn. We used to drive our 
Fords out there for some good family picnics. By 
1927, due to family trouble, Walter and Mildred 
thought it best to get off the farm where they 
worked so terribly hard, So they sold the place 
and auctioned off their stock and equipment 
and moved to Haney, B.C. However relations did 
not improve. Mildred brought the children back 
to Alberta and Walter took a trip down into the 
States. Later Mildred went to Toronto and after 
the divorce in 1933 she married Mr. Armstrong. 
Meanwhile Walter went into the construction 
business in Camrose and later around Lacombe 
and Sylvan Lake. He married Florence Fouts in 
1934. They came to our place to help out with 
spring work and bulld some pig sheds. They 
then bought a house in Lacombe and lived there 
until 1947, when they sold out and went to Pen~ 
ticton B.C. The children of Walter and Mildred 
are Fred of Kingsville, Ont. Robert of Kelowna, 
B.C., and Earl of Toronto, Ont. Their eldest 
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of Vancouver. They are both deceased. The 


children of Walter and Florence are Margaret 
Dawson of Kelowna, 8.C. and Lloyd of Pentic- 
ton. Lloyd and Margaret sponsored the annual 
Hansen picnic at Peachland in 1981. It was a 
great success. Getting back to Walter and Flor- 
tence. They spent the rest of their lives in Pent 
ton. Florence passed away in 1972 and Walter in 
1978 

FLORA was born at Living Springs, lowa in 
+1895 and went to school in Oklahoma, finishing 
Up in Alberta, She married Len Beddoes, Sr. 
Dec 3, 1913. For more about Flora see the Bed 
does Story. 

ROBERT was born at Treynor, lowa, in 
1887, He was educated in Oklahoma and at the 
Gull Lake School. After public schoo! he gradu 
ated from the Olds School of Agriculture, of 
which he never made much use. At age 16 he 
took off to the Pacific Coast and soon found 
himself in the American Navy for a three year 
stint, This got to be very interesting beforeit was 
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over. The US. entered the first World War in 
1917. Bob's ship, the dreadnaught "South Car- 
lina”, which hed sailed the Pacific between 
California and the Orient, now became a troop 
carrier between New York and Havre, France. 
This provided plenty of thrills and narrow es- 
capes from submarines. When he was mus- 
tered out in 1919 he commented that the navy 
was a “hell of a way to see the world.” 

When Bob was mustered out of the navy he 
went to work at Everett, Wash, where the family 
was living at the time, first at a sawmill for two 
months, and then at the transit company for a 
year. He then went to the Everett Pulp Paper 
Company, where he spent the rest of his work- 
ing days as millwright, retiring at age 65. 

Bob married Jesse Burk in 1921. They hada 
family of six-- Burkley (Anderson), 1925; Trey- 
nor, 1926; Robert, 1937; Camilla (John Haack) 
1988; Mary (Halvorson) 1939; Sara (Brennick); 
Margaret (Wilhelm), afoster child, 1949, They all 
live in the Everett vicinity. Jesse passed away 
several years ago, as did John Haack. Bobis ina 
home at Monroe, Wash., a few miles from 
Everett 

HARRY was born April 7, 1899, at Treynor 
lowa. He went to school in Oklahoma, and 
through the Gull Lake Schoo! where he finished 
his Grade 9. He immigrated to Alberta with his 
parents in 1911 and worked on the farm until 
4918, when they had their sale. I went along with 
them to Everett, Wash., spent one and a half 
years at different jobs, mostly at Great Northern 
Locomotive shops. In 1920 | was back on the 
farm working for George Cabelka. Again in 
1922, when George let me seed 20 acres of oats 
as well as help him on the farm. Hehad bought a 
half section one mile south west of the Hansen 
farm. | rented the farm in 1923 and George and 
Stella moved to their new home. | bought six 
head of horses and sent to Eatons for harness; 
bought some old machinery, and borrowed 
some from Edd, who lived amile south; and from 
George Cabelka, and set in for the long pull 

Actually this farm has been my home for 71 
years, which would be a record for living in one 
place. We either like the country or the people, 
or both 

| married Edna Pico Feb. 11, 1924, and | 
must say that she has more staying qualities 
than I have. She enjoys her flowers, her garden, 
and her social life in the church and various 
clubs and bands. Since retirement | have to get 
along with golf and curling, 
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We lived in the old six roomed house my dad 
had put together in 1911, until 1950 when we 
built the house we now live in. After renting the 
farm for four years we bought itin 1926. We got a 
fair start in the twenties but slowed up in the 
‘Hungry Thirties”. We farmed with horses until 
4938, when | bought the tractor, and | bought 
my own separator. | used this until 1952, when | 
bought my first combine. In 1945 | built a new 
dairy barn and sold milk to the condensery. At 
the same time we were building up aniceherd of 
registered shorthorn cattle. We produced as 
‘many as 200 hogs a year, ran a flock of 100 ewes, 
plus turkeys and chickens. We raised a family of 
five children who must have remembered the 
hard life on the farm, as all of them live in towns 
or cities. One smart thing we did was to buy the 
west fractions of sections 21 and 28. This land 
we cleared and pastured from 1936 to 1959, 
When we sold it to the Provincial Park Board 
The new park occupies this land. 

We ratired in 1964 when | was 65. C.F. and 
Dick Damron auctioned off our machinery. A 
year later we sold our herd of shorthorns. We 
continued to live in our farm home, having 
rented the land to Allan Cox and later to Don 
Allen, who farms itnow, Our familyis comprised 
of two boys and three girls, as follows: 

CALVIN, born March 41925, in Bentley. He 
attended Gull Lake School, and Bentley and 
Lacombe High Schools, He spent a year at the 
University of Alberta to get a teacher's certifi 
cate, taught east of Bowden for one term, then 
went back to university for two years. He then 
took two years at the University of British Co- 
lumbia and graduated with a degree in mechani- 
cal engineering. He went to work at Sarnia, Ont. 
then to Vancouver, Portland, Ore., andon toLos 
Angeles, where he joined the Shell Oil Co, After 
10 years in Los Angeles he was transferred to 
Houston, Texas, where he is project engineer, 
looking forward to retirement. 

GRACE Tharou. Read her own story in the 
Bentley History. 

BILL, born May 17, 1934, attended Gull 
Lake School, and Bentley High. Graduated from 
Olds Agriculture College, went four years to the 
University of Alberta, received a diploma in 
chemical engineering, worked at Black Dia 
mond, Red Water, and on to the Head Office of 
the Conservation Board in Calgary. On July 26, 
1958, Bill married Dawn Granger, whose par- 
ents live in Edmonton, (Al and Helen Granger) 
Bill and Dawn's first home was in Black Dia- 
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mond, then Redwater, and then to a Calgary 
apartment, Here a perfect story ended. On Feb. 
15, 1962, Bill died suddenly and unexpected, of 
a cerebral hemorrhage, Their daughter, Nora, 
who was one year ald at the time of Bil’s death is 
now attending University in Edmonton. Dawn 
married Ivor Parker in 1972. They have just 
moved into a beautiful new home on an acreage 
north west of Calgary, about 10 miles from the 

Ivor has @ grown up daughter and son. 
Karen and Robert. We are happy to consider 
them all as members of our family. 

AUDREY was born Oct. 10, 1999, educated 
at Gull Lake School and Bentley high, took two 
years of education at the University of Alberta, 
taught at Bentley, Eckville, Rimbey, Slave Lake, 
and now at Wetaskiwin. During her spare time 
she attended university and has her B.A. She 
married Ray Burton, son of Jack and Lillian Bur- 
ton of the Spruceuille district, west of Lacombe, 
on the 16th of July, 1960. Their first home was a 
suite in Lacombe. Then a house in Spruceville 
district, and again in a farmhouse 5 miles south 
east of Bentley; then to Rimbey, and on to Slave 
Lake. They now have a nice home in Wetas- 
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kiwin, They both worked at each of these places, 
Roy as a carpenter, elevator man, and truck 
driver. Audrey was always teaching, Ray is now 
with a firm selling motor homes, trailers and 
foreign cars. When not selling he works in the 
shop. Audrey and Ray have two boys, Mark, 
20, Mike, 18; and one girl, Shelly, 17. Mark 
works for a manufacturing plant in Wetaski: 
win, Mike goes to University, Shelly is em- 
ployed in Wetaskiwin. 

MARLENE, born Dec. 18, 1943, took her 
elementary and high school at Bentley, where 
she went by bus. Graduating in the class of 61 
she was very proficient at Baton Twirling, taking 
it up at an early age. She became a majorette in 
the Bentley Band under Jack Barrigan. She also 
hada yen forfine horses. She owned the famous 
horse, Vicky, a cross between a thoroughbred 
and a buckskin. She rode Vicky in some of the 
gymkhanas around the district. She was known 
as the little girl on the big horse. After gradu 
tion from high school Marlene attended secret 
arial school in Red Deer. She graduated from 
this course in the spring of 1962. Her first job 
was at McCormick's law office in Lacombe. She 
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later went to Edmonton and joined the civil ser- 
vice, working for the schoo! for the deaf. While in 
Lacombe she met Don Huse, son of Einar and 
Evelyn Huse, Marlene and Don were married in 
Red Deer July 4, 1964. Einar Huse, one time 
principal of the Lacombe Elementary School is 
now retired and living in Lacombe. They have a 
nice cottage at Gull Lake, which is often a family 
gathering place. Don and Marlene’s first home 
was in Edmonton. In 1969 they moved to Cal- 
gary, where they have a beautiful spacious 
home on Palliser Drive, Don is industrial asses- 
sor for Shell Oil Company. Marlene works as 
office girl for the Louis Riel School. They have 
two children, Michelle, 12, and Michael, 9. 

WILMA (Hijaltalin), born June 12, 1902, the 
ighth child of Hans and Camilla Hansen, in 
Oklahoma, and came to Alberta in 1911. She 
attended Gull Lake School and graduated from 
Everett High in Washington State. She married 
Sig Hialtalin Nov. 5, 1920. They lived at Bel- 
lingham, Wash., for almost 60 years. At present 
they live on a small farm near Ferndale and raise 
race horses for a hobby. Sig was mayor of Bel- 
lingham from 1951 to 1956. Sig and Wilma raised 
four children, William, born 1922; died 1980. 
Geraldine (O'Brien); Wayne, born July, 1926; 
died 1981; and Ronald, born 1931. 

PAUL born March 28, 1904 died in infan- 
cy, buried in Flower Mound Cemetery at Law- 
ton, Oklahoma 

RAYMOND, born Oct. 8, 1905 in Oklahoma, 
attended Gull Lake School, and graduated from 
Arlington High at Arlington, Wash. He married 
Marie Anderson in 1928, Ray worked for more 
than 45 years in the office of the Everett Pulp and 
Paper Company. They had two daughters, Jean, 
(Petersen) and Anita (Britain). Marie and Ray- 
mond passed away some years ago 

JIM, born Jan 26, 1910, in Oklahoma, went 
to school at the Gull Lake School and the Tech- 
nical College in Calgary. While living with his 
parents in the late 20's, Jim put up a suitable 
building on the N.W. 21-40-28-W.4 and went 
into the garage and farm implement business. 
This he operated until 1939, He went to Everett, 
Wash., and worked for Bayside and Sumners 
Iron Works as a machinist and welder. He later 
became a licensed electrician, doing contract 
workin Everett and Seattle. Jim married Katha- 
Fine Hug in 1932. They have four children:-Jack 
born 1933; Arthur, 1934; Gertie (McElroy), 1997: 
Joan (Gallinger), 1939, who were all born in 
Bentley, Jim and Kate sold their house, shop 
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and contents in 1939, when they moved to Wa- 
shington. Jim and Kate now live in retirement on 
Camano Island in Puget Sound. They come to 
Allberta to visit at least once a year, 

For more detailed history see the 
“Hansens”. by Harry Hansen, at Lacombe and 
Bentley libraries, 


HANSEN, HANS PETER AND ANNIE, 
By the family 


Hans Peter Hansen was born in 1880 at Lan- 
gland, Denmark and emigrated to lowa, U.S.A, 
in 1900. Later he moved to Seattle, where he 
and a partner, Gus Rasmussen, started the 
Wonder Bakery”, which is still in operation in 
that city. 

Annie Katherine Olsen was also born in 
Denmark in 1881 and at the age of two years, 
came with her family to Omaha, Nebraska. 
She later moved to Seattle, where she met and 
married Hans in 1907. In 1908 a son, Albert, 
was born and then a daughter, Laura Katheri- 
ne, in 1910, 

In 1911, due to Mr. Hansen's health, the 
couple, with their two children, left Seattle to 
settle in the Stephenson School district, four 
miles west of Bentley. It was a great change 
for Annie to move from her new home in Seat- 
le to a log house in Canada, Here, later that 
summer, Dagmar was born and in the ensuing 
years three more daughters were added to the 
family ~ Julia in 1913; Lilah in 1916 and Marie 
in 1918. Hans had his heart set on a second 
son, but Annie said "Hans, this is enough, half a 
dozen, no morel!!” So Hans never did get his 
other son and Albert survived his youth with 
five sisters, 

In 1924 the Hansens built a large home on 
the site of the log cabin. It boasted such things 
as a fireplace, electric lights (Delco plant) and 
Annie's pride and joy - a bathroom with run- 
ning water and a huge porcelain tub. 

‘One night Hans, Annie and the family 
wore on their way home from Bentley in a tor- 
ential rainstorm and were unable to get up 
the steep Stephenson hill. Hans was stuck!! He 
had Annie get out to push and they finally 
made the crest of the hill. Hans continued to 
drive home, forgetting Annie. When he drove 
into the yard he said to the scared children 
“Where's you mother?” Needless to say, Hans 
didn’t earn any Brownie points that day. 

Hans and Annie lived on the farm until 




















sssing. Annie passed away January 23, 
1983, after a very short illness and Hans lost 
his life in a car accident September 2, 1953, 

Albert married Olga Letawsky of Lamont, 
December 5, 1935 and they had one son, Ro- 
ald, and two daughters, Darlene and Bonnie. 
Albert and Olga lost their lives in a car acci- 
dent while returning home from a winter holi- 
day in Phoenix in March of 1976. 

During his residence in the Bentley dis- 
trict, Hans was very active in community and 
municipal affairs. He was an early member of 
the U.F.A. and very interested in the Social 
Credit government. Premier Aberhart was en- 
tertained at the Hansen home and many large 
political meetings were hosted at the farm. He 
was a member of the Bentley Elks, the Alberta 
Wheat Pool and was Weed Inspector for the 
M.D. of Lorne from 1929 to 1945. During this 
time he wrote a column for the Red Deer Ad- 
vocate and the Lacombe Globe dealing with 
weed control. 

Being very dedicated to education for 
youth, Hans served as a trustee on the board 
of Stephenson School for many years and at 
‘one time, when the school was closed for lack 
of a teacher, he loaded up his school-age chil- 
dren, with their desks and books, and enrolled 





them in the Sunset Hill school, making the trip 
in the bob sleigh twice a day. 

He was a very ardent and dedicated cur- 
ler, enjoying the game throughout his life. 

‘Annie, being city raised, began her life on 
the farm with amazing adaptability and ingen- 
uity. She made all her own clothes as well as 
‘complete wardrobes for her family. The chil- 
dren well remember their mother staying up 
half the night to make all the Christmas gifts 
for the family, such as dolls and their clothing, 
they also remember playing “Peeping Toms” 
while Annie painted eggs for Easter and made 
Easter gifts. She was an ardent gardener and 
kept a beautiful yard and garden. Her hedge of 
peonies was a joy to see and people came for 
many miles to get a bouquet and have a visit, 

Hans's knowledge of cake decorating, 
from his bakery experience, was put to good 
use and, with Annie's help, many beautiful 
wedding, anniversary and birthday cakes were 
made for special occasions. 

Laura married Alfred Leiske of Bentley 
December 20, 1932. Alfred passed away May 
16, 197 and Laura resides in Calgary. 

Dagmar married Ernest Preddy of Tribu- 
ne, Sask,, June 1, 1942, They have a son, 
Richard, and a daughter, Margaret. 








Haris P, Hansen farm home 
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Hons and Annie Hansen and family 


Julia martied Albert Bedard of Ponoka, 
August 3, 1943. Their family consisted of a 
daughter, Carol, and a son, Robert. Albert 
passed away in’ 1966 and Robert on May 8, 
1980. 

Lilah married Lawrence Hunter of Sylvan 
Lake, November 12, 1936. They have two 
daughters, Gayle and Laurie, and Lilah and 
Lawrence make their home in Strathmore 

Marie married Roy Walton of Bowden on 
July 20, 1943 and they live on the farm at Bow- 
den. They have a daughter, Colleen, and a 
son, Vaughn. 

The original Hansen farm is now owned 
by Albert and Olge’s son, Ronald, and family 
0 it remains in the family name. 


HAWKINGS, F.E. 
By Edgar Hawkings 

1904 F.E. Hawkings, better known as Frank, 
‘came from Somerset, England to Carberry, Ma 
nitoba. He worked on the C.P.R. untit he got his 
steam ticket. He pumped water for the trains for 


fourteen years, starting at Brooks. He was the 
only white man there at that time. 

1906 He married Esther Johnston of Car- 
berry, Manitoba, where she was born andrraised 
‘They moved to Irvine, Alberta. | was born there. 
‘Then we moved to Stobart, four miles west of 
Gieichen where he pumped water three miles 
across the Blackfoot Indian Reserve from the 
Bow River. 

He bought land at Shouldice, Alberta. When 
Mother saw it she said, “What, no trees’ 
1917 Dad came to Bentley and liked the 
Blindman Valley. He said, “The grass is knee- 
high and buttermilk and washings are running 
down the ditch a quarter of a mile from the 
creamery, and there's enough firewood for alife 
time.” So he bought Section 23-41-2W5 from a 
Mr. Bailey. There had been 11 acres broke, 
‘which was growing trees again. No buildings. 
1919 Dad and I started out with two wagons 
and eight head of horses. We made it in a 
week, nice weather. In Lacombe we met the 
Orangemen's Band. They struck up a tune by 
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the Royal Bank that made my team shy and 
run along the sidewalk. | thought the rack was 
going to take the front out of those stores. 
‘There was a plow, horse-feed, and a lot of th- 
ings in it. When we got to Bentley many teams 
were digging the basement for the Co-op sto- 
re, Holmes have the store now. Bert Williams 
and "Dad" Wiese were building the place Wine 
has now. In 1917, the Co-op Store was north 
of where the Community Hall is now. It bur= 
ned. 

We built a house, broke 11 acres and did 
some fencing. Went back to Gleichen, came 
ack in the 1913 Model T. Made it in one day. 

‘We went to Bentley the next day and it 
started to rain when we got there, rained til 
evening, Dad bought a Deering mower and rake 
from Paul and Russ Garries (the rake cost $60) 
We left the wagon at McKilligan’s; | got it two 
days later. 

In September, mother and six children 
came to Galgary overnight. She hadn't been 
here before, Next day we came out to Bentley at 
about 3 p.m, on the train (end of the rail). | went 
to the livery barn and the man said his team was 
moving dirt, but his wife would be back with the 
‘car. They came after supper. He had to put the 
top down to get all our belongings and us into 
the Model T. His wife had to walk home. 

We hit a cow-beast north of Mr. Slaughter's, 
The man pulled the fender out of the front 
wheel~"Sure hope my wife don’t see that, it's 
her car." We got to the hill east of Centreview. | 
wanted him to take the detour, he said "We'll go 
straight up.” The clutch quit half-way up, 80 





we walked up. With a few matches for light he 
got it tightened. There was just a trail from the 


Oborne place around Charles 
Brown's place. 
1920 The train got through to Rimbey. 

They tried an electric car. It would stop and 
they would open and close gates where there 
was stock in the fields, 

1922 That fall as soon as there was sleigh- 
ing, dad and Bill Ingram hauled the bridge mate- 
rial from Forshee. The bridge was built that 
winter. Harry Spaiding’s team pulled the 2-ton 
weight up in the pile drive, Twenty-three years 
later the same man that was foreman before, 
came back and put in new pilings on the south 
side (Ericson was his name). Sure some differ- 
ence with a power pile driver. 

1922 Mr. and Mrs. Bert Williams started a 
store. They had a lot of useful things for a begin- 
ring farmer--car gas in a drum measured out in 
a gallon measure. This was at Larsen Siding or 
Larsen Ville? 

How Forshee Got It's Name 

‘Joe Montgomery's young niece and hus- 
band from Ireland stayed at Joe's place a few 
days. The husband was walking to the store and 
Mr. Fred Ellsworth gave him a ride. 

Fred asked him where he was going. His 
reply was “To shop for-she.” Mr. Ellsworth got 
it-Fred was a lot of fun. We had to see our own 
Jokes those days--there was no T.V. 

‘So it was talked around, and the railroad put, 
up a little station with FORSHEE on each end, 
1921-22 A man by the name of Phillip 
bought grain and loaded itwith a portable eleva- 


through 





EE. Hawking fori. Back row L to R- Eric, Edgar, Edmund, Evan, Elton, Emest, Elmer, 


Front row L toR- Grace, Jean, Father, Mother, Eth, Anne. 


tor. He lived at Aspen Beach. 
1923 UGG built an elevator. Glen Williams 
was the first grain buyer. 

1930 Ambrose Montalbetti started by build~ 
ing a bigger store at Forshee 

1934? Ambrose had the Forshee post office. 
We missed Mr. and Mrs. Montalbetti when they 
left 30 years later. She grew a lot of flowers. 
Ambrose had his railroad manner. 

One day | went in and he had a drummer 
(salesman) bothering him. Ambrose and | had a 
lot of fun about it being colder in the Valley. 

‘Ambrose said, “Well, Edgar, how is it up in 
the banana belt?” 

| said, “Ten degrees warmer than down 
here.” 

He made like he was going to jump over the 
counter, and that drummer left right now! How 
Ambrose laughed, 

1939 We traded eggs for groceries~-8¢ a do- 
zen 

Montalbetti’s picked up our cream (Spe- 
clal -- butterfat 11¢ a pound) twice a week and 
hauled it to their creamery at Bluffton, and 
they plowed our roads in winter. 

Pictures were shown in the west side of 
William's building. Mrs. Ells played the piano 
between reels. Mr. Elis was killed in the west 
outlet. He was standing on a load of lumber, the 
end came off the neck-yoke and he fell off 
1939 Joe Montgomery's crop was so many 
gallons to the acre. He got into trouble and went 
to College (as he called it). Then he grew about 
an acre of rhubarb. That winter dad picked up a 
hitch-hiker on our way to Bentley; he said he 
was from B.C. and we soon knew who he had 
visited. Dad asked him how Joe's rhubarb did. 
"Not as good as last year,” he said. A few days 
later dad was at the station in Bentley when Mr. 
Hergott got a message from the agent in La- 
combe. "That box of books from Montgomery 
to B.C. is leaking. Should | report it? 

Mr. Hergott said, “No ship it, we need the 
1919 The Buck Lake Trail 

‘The little outlet west of Bentley was only 
used in dry weather. So the way to go north was 
through the big outlet, north to Bert De Groff's 
northeast corner, then north west through the 
bush to the spring at Ralph Mowbray's then 
down to the west quarter of Reg Snow's, and 
north west across it 

The only part left now is from Forshee to 
Rimbey, 
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Tripletts had @ stopping house where Ed 
Sawyer lives now. 


HAWKINGS, JOHN E. AND HELEN 


John Hawkings (known as Duke to friends 
since way back when) was born at Bentley in 
1921. He grew up on the farm in the Forsheearea 
and was the youngest of seven brothers, with 
four sisters, He attended rural school at Centre- 
view. 

Later he joined the R.C.A-F. in Calgary and 
was posted to Ontario for training. While there, 
he met his future wife, Helen Terry, of Alliston, 
‘Ontario. He spent the remainder of the war years 
overseas in Europe and Africa. After V.E. Day he 
returned to Ontario, where he and Helen were 
married in July, 1945. 

After Duke's discharge from the R.CAF, 
they returned to Forshee area and bought the 
Ev 14-41-2-5, where they have lived since, with 
the exception of a couple of years in the oil 
patch. 

Helen and Duke have four children and 
eight grandchildren to this date: Barbara (Mrs. 
Edwin Olsen), whose husband is the principal of 
the Eckville high school and they have two 
children, Rick and Rhonda; Linda (Mrs. Dale 
Hatala) who live on a farm two miles west of 
Rimbey and have three children, Tracey, Shawn 
and Tammy; Betty (Mrs. Patrick McCarron) 
whose husband is in construction business in 
Rocky Mountain House and they have three 
daughters, Lorna, Trudy and Carmen and Jack, 
who is currently serving his 6th year with the 
R.C.MP. in British Columbia. 


HEENAN JAMES RUSSELL 


“Russell” Heenan of Wardsville, Ontario 
came west with his father James A. Heenan in 
1902. They came by train with all of their posses- 
sions loaded in a box car - cattle, feed, house- 
hold furnishings and two bird dogs. Mrs. 
Heenan, Russell's stepmother, rode on the 
same train but father and son stayed in the 
box car to look after the stock. 

‘On arriving at Blackfalds they were met by 
brother Bill (Wm. A.) Heenan and their home 
was established west of Blackfalds, south of the 
Blackfalds road. 

Russell was 14 years old at this time and 
stayed with his father and stepmother, helping 
them with chores at home and for their neigh- 
ours, the Rube Randolphs and Sheldon 
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Mitchels. He also told of walking to the Will 
Schmidt home to keep fires going the day that 
Will and Dolly were married, a bitter day in 
January. 

When he was sixteen he went to work on a 
bridge crew, whose foreman was Locky 
Kennedy of Red Deer. His brother Bill also 
worked on this crew. A short time after going to 
work, their cook left them and Russell was 
elected to take aver the cooking, With no expe- 
rience and little help, this must have been fun, 
but thanks to a kind hearted farm lady who 
lived near the campsite, Russell was soon bak 
ing their own bread, making pies and dough 
nuts, which in later years he taught his daugh- 
ter to do. 

‘About 2 years later his father died and both 
sons came home. At that time Bill and Russell 
decided to buy a store in Sylvan Lake. Not being 
a very busy town at that time Russell started 
hauling supplies from Red Deer for their store 
and other businesses. He also delivered mail 
along the Burnt Lake Trail from Red Deer to 
Rocky, stopping over at Syivan Lake, when the 
regular mail man was ill one winter. 

‘About this time he met Louise Blanche Coy, 
who came from South Dakota with her parents 
and 4 younger brothers and sister (four older 
ones staying in South Dakota). They were mar- 
ried and in 1913, the year Sylvan Lake becamea 
village, their son Russell Wayne was born. -One 
of the first babies born in the Village of Sylvan 
Lake. 

The Heenan store was sold and Bill went 
back to the farm and Russell stayed in Sylvan, 
building a two storey frame structure to house 
a barber shop, billiard palor and dance hal 
above. This was in the same location the May- 
fair grocery is today. Frank Bardwell was the 
first barber and the dances were attended by 
people from miles around. 

‘When war was declared, Russell sold his 
business and left for Calgary with intentions of 
enlisting, but an army life was not to be. He 
worked for Pat Burns in ameat packing plant for 
sometime, but hada chance togo run the Brisco 
farm south east of Calgary and later worked for 
Jay Brown near Three Hills and then back to 
Sylvan where Edmund Rosse had started the 
“Rosse” Store, He worked here until Joe Rosse 
‘came out from France with his wife and family to 
help with the store. 

In 1919 a daughter, Elsie Blanche, was 
born and in the spring of 1920 the move was 








made on to their own farm, north of Sylvan 
Lake in the Carritt Schgol District where both 
children attended schoo! 

Russell was a member of the school board 
for a number of years and was a firm believer in 
farm co-operatives. He was one of the original 
members of the Alberta Wheat Pool. 

‘Some of their neighbours in these early 
days were the Orley Austins, the Tom Bigams on 
the north shore of Sylvan Lake, and Andrew and 
Edith Bigam just to the East of them, and Murray 
and Laura Bigam. Also the Parkinsons, Nelsons, 
and the Carritts, and Captain James and his 
three sons. 

Many wonderful times were had at the Car- 
ritt schoo! house with Christmas Concerts, Pie 
Socials, Amateur concerts, and Box Socials, to 
name a few. The Ladies Aid of the United 
Church, the UFWA - United Farm Women of 
Alberta, - and other organizations kept the 
school house busy with many forms of enter- 
tainment. When the ice rink was built there 
was a skating party every Saturday night and 
the Young Peoples group meetings on Wed- 
nesday night must not be forgotten, 

‘Young people grow up and in 1942 Russell 
Wayne Heenan was married to Marjorie House 
of Gleichen and in 1946 Elsie was married to 
Jack Goodey of Red Deer. 

‘The Heenan’s moved from the farm to be 
nearer town and in 1960 they moved to 52nd St. 
West in Sylvan where they remained until Mrs. 
Heenan passed away in 1966. At that time Rus- 
sell moved to the Lodge and was there nearly 5 
years and then after a slight stroke, spent his 
remaining years in the Red Deer Nursing Home, 
He passed away in 1979 in his 90th year. 

Russell Wayne Heenan, after serving 25 ye~ 
ars with the C.P.R. is retired and living in Cal- 
gary with his wife. They have two children - 
Marwyn Ellen, married to Ed Fisher whois soon 
tobe retired from an army career, They live near 
Edmonton and have 4 children. Cindy attending 
University, Paddy recently joined the R.C.M.P. 
Sandra and Jet in high school. 

= Garry Wayne Heenan, a heavy duty me- 
chanic working for White Trucks in Calgary, 
married Joanne Morrison and they have two 
little girls, Shannon and Robyn. 

Elsie Blanche and John Arthur Goodey had 
four children, 
= Jim at home running a trucking business. 
= Bonnie, Mrs. Ralph Dowler of Benalto Farm 
‘Supplies have two children Colin and Cheryl 


= Jerry married to Deb Walker have two boys 
Dale and David. Jerry is a carpenter by trade. 
= Linda passed away at age 15 in 1975, 


HEENAN, WILLIAM 

By Sara Carlyle 

William Andrew (Bill) Heenan was born in 
1877 and was raised on a farm near Wardsville, 
Ontario. In his teens he went north to the Lake of 
the Woods every winter to work in lumber 
camps. He enjoyed the work of a lumber jack 
and always remembered it with pleasure. 

Later he came west with the harvest crews 
and about 1900 came as far as southern Alberta 
on a harvest excursion. Since there were few 
threshing machines, each machine had a long 
run, moving from place to place until nearly 
Christmas time. Later he joined a bridge build- 
ing crew and worked his way north to Black- 
falds, The late Oscar Hedemark was bridge 
foreman at that time. Bill took a homestead by 
the Blindman River in 1902 and built a two- 
storey log house. He traded this homestead fora 
store business in Sylvan Lake, which he oper- 
ated for many years. During this time he married 
Elizabeth (Lizzie) Hazlett, and they had adaugh- 
ter, Sara, who is now Mrs. Archie Carlyle, who 
resides west of Blackfalds. 

‘About 1916, he traded the store business for 
an unimproved half section in the Aspelund dis- 
trict, E% 13-39-1-5 and the first summer was 
spent in tents, As well as the house tent, there 
was a storage tent, a tent for the horses, one for 
the cows and another for the chickens. Before 
winter a log barn was ready, a house purchased 
and moved onto the farm and made liveable. 





Mr. Heenan always admired a good horse 
and took pride in raising and working good 
horses. He felt they were a big improvement 
over the oxen of his homesteading days. For 
several years he had 2 mules which he worked 
along with horses on a six-horse outfit. While 
working the mules he never had to carry awatch 
as they always knew when it was meal time, and 
brayed eagerly on the homeward stretch of the 
field. 

After Mrs. Heenan died in 1939, Bill con- 
tinued to farm for a few years and then sold the 
farm to Mr. & Mrs. J.O. VanSiyke and moved to 
Kelowna. He died there in 1955 and is buried in 
the Bentley Cemetery. Lavern Park now resides 
on the farm, 
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HEISTAD, JOSEPH 


| was born at Forston, Minnesota in 1902 
and came to Dornlee, Alberta with my parents 
and family in 1912. My parents had come from 
Norway to Minnesota in the late 1890's, 

We farmed at Dornlee a few years and then 
we sold out and moved to Edberg and bought 
another farm. Besides going to school, my old- 
est brother and | trapped and skinned muskrats 
and sold the hides at ten cents apiece - not 
much, but a little spending money. | also caught 
‘one coyote, for which | got two dollars and fifty 
cents, 

In those pioneer days, we always butchered 
‘our own animals and prepared the meat in the 
best possible way to keep it, as there were no 
fridges or deep-treezes in those days. But there 
was always the barrel with the salt brine for 
some of it and some was hung up to dry. One 
time I can remember we had butchered a pig and 
hauled the waste to the pasture and left it near a 
willow thicket. So, being me, | set my number 
one trap near by. A couple of evenings later, the 
dogs made such a racket, that | quickly took off 
for my trap. When | got there the trap was gone 
but there were little drops of blood in the snow 
and signs to prove there was an animal in that 
trap. | followed the tracks into the willow thicket 
and lo, and behold, there was a coyote tangled 
in the willows. His eyes were like fire and he 
showed me every tooth in his mouth. Foolishly, | 
hadn't taken a gun with me, so founda club and 
planted it good and heavy between his eyes. To 
my amazement he had been caught in that trap 
by only one toe. | got $14.00 for his hide. 

In the year 1921 we moved to Veteran, AF 
berta where | worked for different farmers for 
several years, getting $25.00 a month to start 





Donald Heistad waitin for help after cream truck stuckin 
mud in spring of 1945 











Joe Hleistad and eream truck in 1946 


with, then $40.00 and finally $50.00 by 1927. 

January 1928 I married Hedvig Rud of Rim- 
bey and farmed at Veteran for the next three 
years. 

In the fall of 1931 we came to the Bentley 
district with our young son, Donald, who was 6 
months old. We brought § horses, 4 cows, 2 
young sows, some chickens and a dog. Also 
some horse machinery and household goods. 

Hoought a quarter section, seven miles west 
and one and a half miles north of Bentley. There 
were only thirty-five acres broken, an old log 
house, little log barn, a chicken house and a 
makeshift granary. We had a good living there 
the next few years even though eggs were 3 
cents a dozen; a good sized pig $3.00 and 
wheat was seventeen cents a bushel. That was 
during the hungry thirties. | bought this farm 
from John Holmen and gave him a horse as a 
down payment. Mr. and Mrs. Holmen wore 
very good to us during those years. 

Besides farming, | started a cream route 
west of Bentley. | hauled it into Bentley with a 
team and Bennett Buggy, where | met Hughie 
Hansen, who took it from there to Alix by truck. 
was paid 25¢ a can by the Central Alberta Dairy 
Pool of Alix. 

{In 1939 | gave up farming, moved into Ben- 
tley and went in to trucking. | started more 
cream routes, as by this time Bentley had a crea- 
mery. | also hauled butter and eggs to Alix. One 
time we took two loads to Alix. Jack Wright was 
Griving the one truck and Hughie Blish was with 
him. My wife and | and Donald were in the other 
truck. Coming home Jack wenttoo fast around a 








curve and upset the truck. They didn't get hurt 
but were mighty scared, 

Besides his schooling, Donald went with me 
‘whenever he found the chance, so he learned to 
drive the truck very young, which came in 
mighty handy at times. We didn’t have roads like 
‘we have now and sometimes | would get stuck in 
the mud and spend several hours getting out. In 
the winter there were the snowdrifts to force my 
way through and | shovelled more snow those 
days than | have ever done since. 

‘Our daughter, Donna was born in the Ben- 
tley hospital in June 1946, with Dr. Henry being 
the doctor. 

In 1948 we sold out and left Bentley. Since 
that time we have lived in B.C., Saskatchewan 
land back to Lacombe. | worked fifteen years at 
the Research Station in Lacombe and retired in 
1967. | got seventy cents an hour to start with 
and two and a half dollars an hour towards the. 
last so wages were very small even in those days. 

Donald had most of his schooling in Ben- 
tley. He married Hazel Boettger of Eckville in 
1956 and is now living in Lacombe, very busy 
with his gravel trucks, They have § girls. Lynn is 
married to Hal Terndrup, an electrician in Syl- 
van Lake. Wanda married Dale McNaught, a 
gravel hauler, and they live in Blackfalds. Vicki 
lives at Blackfalds and drives one of her Dad's 
gravel trucks. Joanne and Debbi live at home 
and are attending school. 

Donna had all her schooling in Lacombe 
and married Paul Petry in 1965. They live at 
Lethbridge, where Paul is personnel Adminis- 
trator at the College. 


My wife and | have retired to the Parkview 
Manor in Lacombe. We are in pretty fair health, 
have lots of good friends and company and are 
enjoying the best of le. | still drive my car and 
we go fishing at the Buffalo Narrows every fall 
and usually get our winter's supply of fish 


HENRY, DR. W.A. 
By Jean Henry 


Dr. Wm, A. Henry, who had just 
graduated from McGill, arrived in Bentley in 
the fall of 1924 and took up practice. He had 
understood from an ad in the paper that there 
‘was a proper hospital in use, but shortly after 
coming, found out that Miss Curtis was not a 
registered nurse and so could not operate a 
hospital at all. A 2-storey house, that | believe 
had been the home of Mr. & Mrs. J.G. Evern- 
den, was obtained and set up as a hospital 
with Mrs. Ethel Svenson, the first Matron. That 
served until 1932, when the Community Hospi- 
tal was built, 

My parents, Mr. & Mrs, Jas. P. Kent, were 
born in Nova Scotia and came west to La- 
‘combe in 1900, After proving up on a home- 
stead in the Wolfville district, 18 miles north- 
‘west of Lacombe, they built a house in Lacom- 
be, where |, Jean Kent, was born. After an in- 





‘Shower for Jean Kent - shine 11,1 
Back Row -L to R - Midired Wi 
2nd row «Lo R - Anna (Babe) Pol 
Tissy Thorp, Gertrude Sc 
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terval from 1912 to 1917, when we lived in 
Medicine Hat, the family returned to the farm 
and later to town, where I finished my school- 
ing and took a course In stenography at the 
Canadian Union Adventist College north of 
Lacombe. 

In 1922 | became employed in the Bank of 
Montreal in Bentley and was very fortunate in- 
deed to receive room and board in the home 
of Mr. & Mrs, John Damron, with whom 1 
stayed until | was married, Mr. W.8. Cairns 
was the manager of the Bank, George Brown 
the accountant and Campbell Miller the ledger 
-keoper at that time, The bank did business in 
the little building across, on the corner, from 
‘Thorp Bros. garage, in what had first been a 
branch of the Merchants Bank, A couple of 
years later the Bank of Montreal took over the 
fairly new Union Bank building, when that 
branch closed out, so we had a much nicer 
and roomier place to work. | found | enjoyed 
doing the ledgers much more than stenogra- 
phy 80 continued in that capacity. There were 
3 other girls employed as stenographers while 
I was there - Marie Strandberg, Alberta Audet 
land Dorothy Damron. K.M. Barss was the ma~ 
ager and Harold Skjeie, the accountant, 
when | lef. 

Dr, Henry and | were married in 1927 and 
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Dr. W.A. Henry with Overland coupe about 1930, 


our family of 8 girls lived in Bentley until we 
moved to Lacombe in 1946. 

Isobel, the eldest, graduated in nursing 
from the Holy Cross Hospital in Calgary. She 
married Chas, MacDonald and they had 3 chil- 
dren. Gayle, now Mrs. Richard Marshall, 
graduated with a B, Ed. degree from the Univ- 
ersity of Calgary, lives in Calgary and is em- 
ployed by the federal government, administer- 
ing in the Unemployment Insurance Dept. Pa- 
mela, married Charles Job, a rancher south of 
Hanna, and they have 2 daughters. Brian, 
graduated from SAIT in Telecommunications 
and is employed by Edmonton city telephones 
in that city. 

Our second daughter, Diana, is a labora- 
tory technician, specializing in Haematology, 
land works in the hospital in Hamilton, Bermu- 
da, She married Robert Jack of Bermuda and 
they have 2 sons, William is in his 4th year of 
accountancy in Dalhousie University in Halifax 
and Graham is studying economics in Queen's 
University in Kingston, Ont. 

Our youngest daughter, Kathleen, re- 
ceived her 8, Ed. degree at the University of 
Alberta and has taught in both Alberta and 
B.C. She married Brian Mitchell, who is a 
member of the R.C.M.P. and they are at pre~ 
sent living in Dawson Creek, 8.C., where she 
is teaching English in a Junior High School, 

Dr. Henry served in the Air Force in the 
First World War and after the outbreak of the 
Second World War, he joined the army in 1940 
with the 17th Field Ambulance. He was with 
that unit in Nanaimo, Vernon and Calgary for a 
short time, and then was appointed Officer 
Commanding the Col. Belcher military hospi: 
tal in Calgary, with the rank of Lieut. Colonel. 
He remained there until his discharge after the 





war was over and returned to Bentley, where 
his family was stil living, for a time but he and 
Dr. Stewart of Lacombe became partners in a 
new Medical Centre in Lacombe and we 
moved there in 1948. He passed away in 1972 
at age 78. He was always dedicated to the 
practise of medicine and was also active in all 
offices of Masonry and Rotary. 


N.B. Mrs, Henry passed away in Lacombe, Au- 
gust 17, 1981 


HERGOTT, CLARENCE AND EVELYN 
By Herold and Rea Peterson 


Clarence came to Bentley in 1922, as station 
agent for the C.P.R. and held that position for 
thirty-eight years. He was a good sportsman in 
his early years here and a real addition to both 
hockey and baseball teams, as he was able to 
play several positions. 

In June 1923, he married Evelyn Williams, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Williams, who 
were well-known residents of Bentley. Clarence 
and Eva started a dance band, with Eva playing 
piano and Clarence on the drums. This popular 
orchestra became well known in central Alberta. 

Their son, Clifford, was born in 1927. He 
was an accomplished musician and later be- 
came a well respected doctor in Edmonton. He 
married Theresa McDonald and they had three 
children, Jill, Glen and Neil. Clifford suffered a 
severe heart altack in the summer of 1981 and 
died soon after. 
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Clarence and Eva Hergott- 25th Wedding Anniversary 


Clarence served on many boards and com- 
mittees in the town, He was president of the 
Board of Trade and the curling club; secretary of 
the community hall and the hospital and was the 
first Exalted Ruler of the Bentley Elks Lodge 
#318; served on the Village council and later was 
mayor for a number of years. 

Clarence and Eva opened their home for 
Catholic services until the present church was 
built 

In 1952 they built a nice home on the south 
side of Bentley, to enjoy in their retirement. 

In 1960 the station was closed in Bentley 
and Clarence was transferred to Lacombe, to 
act as agent there. He commuted from his home 
here, not wanting to move from Bentley. 

In 1964 the community was shocked and 
saddened when Clarence and Eva lost their lives 
in a car accident north of Lacombe, when re- 
turning from Edmonton, alter visiting Clifford 
and his family there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Williams had one son, Glen, 
who was born at Bentley and took all of his 
schooling here. Asa young man, he was a good 
baseball player. He was employed by the United 
Grain Growers locally and then at different ele: 
vators in southern Alberta. He later was at the 
main office in Calgary, where he passed away 
suddenly several years ago. 





HILSTAD, JOHN AND CARL 
By Sid Thompson 


John and Cari Hilstad came from the U.S.A, 
about the turn of the century. According to 
Carl's story, his only possessions at that time 
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were the rifle he carried on his shoulder and two 
one-dollar bills in his pocket. He said at that time: 
the water of Sylvan Lake was literally covered 
with wild waterfowl. After spending some time 
looking over the available homesteads, he re- 
turned to the States but was back to become a 
permanent resident in 1903. He filed on S.E. 
6-40-1-5, where he built a small shack, which he 
called home. 

‘Although there were several springs in the 
area, there were no water wells, so Carl and a 
neighbor, George W. Petry, decided to do 
something about it and set about to build a well 
drilling machine, using horse power. This 
proved so successful, they not only drilled their 
own wells but also many around the 
neighborhood. 

Carl spent several summers in southern Al- 
berta, working on steam engines breaking up 
the prairie sod. It was there he became a lover of 
the steam engine for power. Itwas rumored, that 
in later years he owned four steam engines of 
different horsepower. In 1916, threshing with 
the large double compound engine, the outfit 
became mired in the soft road and it took three 
days of hard work before the rig was on firmer 
ground. Steam engines were always an attrac- 
tion for small boys who could earn up to 25¢ a 
day in threshing time, throwing wood up to the 
fireman, and at times, Carl would let a boy steer 
the engine for a short distance. Steam threshing 
was discontinued after the fall of 1924. One en- 
gine was used to saw lumber at the mill site on 
the northwest end of Syivan Lake. 

Carl also owned the S.W. 6-40-1-5 and he 
built quitea large house there. The N.W.6-40-1- 
5 also belonged to him. The farm was rented out 
for quite a number of years and eventually sold. 
Any farmer who was unable to pay his threshing 
bill was never pressed into doing so. 

John Hilstad was a man of integrity and he 
trusted everyone. He didn't use banking facili 
ties but had a roll of money thesize of your fist in 
his cupboard, and if anyone was inneed, he was 
always ready to loan or give of this roll, He told 
‘one who was in need that one time he wanted to 
send a letter home but didn't have the 2¢ for the 
stamp, so he knew what it meant to be hard up. 
He had bought a car when he was well on in his 
years and was very generous with the use of 
that. 

In harvest time he hired various neighbor 
women to cook for the threshing crew and there 
was always a good supply of food to work with. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Gus Skjonsberg worked for him 
from spring until after harvest was finished in 
1926 

He was a close friend of the Hans Skjons- 
berg family and had come to theirhouse the day 
the twin girls were born so he said, “You should 
name them Mary and Martha”. They are now 
Mary Ellsworth and Martha Juuti 


HOLMEN, ANDREW AND ELSIE 


‘Andrew was the second son of Morris and 
Clara Holmen and was born March 6, 1921. He 
took 8 years of school at Sunset Hill schoo! 
and then helped on the family farm until he 
moved to his own place. 

(On March 4, 1940, he married Elsie 
Dickau, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman 
Dickau, and she was born April 11, 1920. Their 
first daughter, Elaine was born June 11, 1941 

‘On March 30, 1942, Andrew, Elsie and 9 
month old Elaine moved to the farm known as 


Andrew and Elsie Holmen and daughters, Gail, Linda, Barbara, Joyce 

























‘the old John Hilstad place", Sis 1-40-2-5, 4 
miles west and 31% miles south of Bentley, 
where we have lived ever since. Hans Ree 
owned the farm at that time and Andrew 
farmed with Hans until we bought it from him 
in 1948, 

Our source of water was from a spring up 
in the bush with the water piped down to a 
tank, which was always full of good, cold wa- 
ter. This was our water supply until February 
1950, when we had a well drilled by the house. 
We got Calgary Power in April, 1949, so we 
were able to put in a pressure system and have 
running water. 

We bought our first car in September, 
1942, It was a 1928 Model A Ford and we paid 
Otto Uhlig $25.00 for it. With a bit of over- 
hauling, itran like a top. The road to the north 
was the only way out and when it rained it was 
real sticky gumbo, but we always got through. 

Elaine didn’t start schoo! until September, 
1948, when the school buses started taking the 





pupils to Bentley school. She had to walk up 
through the thick bush south of us, until the 
road was built south of our gate in 1949. She 
was in grade 9 when she passed away March 
30, 1956 

Joyce was born May 17, 1944 in the La- 
combe hospital. That was in the war years and 
Dr, Henry was in the services so the Bentley 
hospital was closed. After she graduated from 
high school, she went to university in Edmon- 
ton and got her training in Dental Hygiene. 
She married Wayne Bernes of Bluffton, July 
18, 1964, and they have a daughter, Michele 
and a son, Kent. They live in Drayton Valley, 
where Wayne works for Norcen Energy and 
Joyce for the Health Unit. 

Barbara was born August 10, 1949. That 
was the spring it rained and rained and there 
was a lot of flooding, so we were lucky she 
wasn't born in May. After she graduated from 
High School she went to NAIT in Edmonton to 
train as a Lab. technician. She married Keith 
‘Owen of Syivan Lake, June 30, 1967 and they 
have 2 sons, Darcy and Kory. They now live in 
Morinville. Barbara teaches at NAIT and Keith 
is District Administrator in Social Services in 
the office in St. Albert 

Linda was born May 24, 1949. She was a 
premature baby, weighing less than 4 pounds 
and lived in the incubator for a month, May 24, 
was always a holiday in those years and it was 
lucky for us that Dr. Weaver had lost his base- 
ball game in Eckville and was home early that 
evening. Linda grow to be a strong girl and al- 
ways helped her dad with the milking and 
other chores. She worked at the P.T.S. in Red 
Deer until she married Robert Keenan of Cum- 
berland, B.C. on November 17, 1967. They 
have 2 sons, Robert and Michael. Bob is in the 
Armed Services and they are stationed at Co- 
mox, B.C. 

‘These four daughters all joined the 4H 
Dairy Club when they reached twelve years of 
age, so we got quite a herd of Holstein dairy 
cows. Andrew was assistant Club Leader for 2 
years and then Club Leader for eight years 

Gail was born March 26, 1954 and after 
graduating from high school she worked in the 
Bank of Commerce in Red Deer and was se- 
retary in the Bentley school for 2 years. She 
married Bob Allan of Bentley April 14, 1973 
and they bought a large trailer and lived here 
in our yard until November, 1980. They then 
moved it to their own place, S.E. 31-39-1-5, 3 
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miles west and 4% miles south of Bentley, 
where they have built a modern hog barn. 
They lost their son, Kelsey, from crib death, at 
the age of § months. They now have a daught- 
er, Kristi, and a son, Brett. Bob and Andrew 
farmed together for 5 years and Bob has now 
taken over. 

‘So now we enjoy visiting all our children 
and going camping and fishing. | still enjoy 
gardening and sewing 


HOLMEN, JOHN AND LOUISE 
By Agnes Palmer 


John Holmen came from Norway to Minne- 
sota, US.A., where his sister lived, in 1901, He 
worked in the States for three years before com- 
ing to Canada, He tooka homestead, $.£. 33-40- 
2:5, one and one half miles north of where the 
Sunset Hill schoo! was built 

Louise Haarstad came to Canada from 
North Dakota in 1901, with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Gerhard Haarstad and attended the Ste- 
phenson school, which was built on the quarter 
next to her father's homestead. 

John and Louise were married in 1907 and 
lived on their homestead and raised their family. 
‘They lived in a log cabin until their frame house 
was built in 1911 and which is still standing, 

They were very active members of the Vig 
Lutheran church, which is now the Grace Luthe- 
ran church and is five and a half miles west and 
one mile south of Bentley. John was a member 
of the board and Louise was a member of the 
Ladies’ Aid 

They were members of the U.F.A. and many 
meetings were held in their home, for many or: 
ganizations. They were also members of the 
Hog Poo! Association 

‘An oyster supper was held at the home of 
Gerhard Haarstad, for the ULF.A. at 50¢ per per- 
son for all you could eat. 

‘They used oxen for their early farming oper- 
ations and later bought their first team of horses 
from Pete Christenson. 

John had a horse-powered feed grinder 
with one horse at the end of a pole. The horse 
went around in circles and this powered the 
grinder. He also hada threshing machine, which 
was run by two gasoline engines. 

‘The Big Red Barn was built in 1926, There 
was never any power needed to pump water as 
there was an artesian, or flowing well. At one 
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time John owned three quarters of land with a 
flowing well on each of them. 

‘The Peachy brothers and John had the first 
‘cars in the district. They went to Lacombe and 
bought a Ford touring car each. The Peachy's 
car was named Tin Lizzie and John's was Tin 
Tom. They each paid $700 tor their car. 

Some years later, Dad bought a Fordson 
tractor and by then he had bought thenext quar- 
ter south from Gus Arnston. This had previously 
been owned by Anton Lee and is now owned by 
Dale Casper. He also bought his mother's quar- 
ter, just north of his homestead, and which has 
been resold several times. He bought the two 
quarters just west of his farm and across the 
road allowance, from Fred and Frank Peachy, 
two English bachelors, who came in 1908 and 
left in 1918, They stayed with the folks until they 
{got their log cabin built. In 1918, they took their 
big, white dog, Nutty, and moved to Vancouver 
Island 

John and Louise had five children; Selma, 
Agnes, Gina, Jennie and Emest. Selma (Free- 
man - Engebretson - Wine) married Sandy Free- 
man and they lived in Forshee district. They had 
three sons, Alvin, Donald and Keith and two 
daughters, Normaand Lois. Selma is deceased. 

‘Agnes married Ervin Palmer and her story is, 
told elsewhere in this book. 

Gina married Dale Casper and they had two 
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children, Jack and Judy. Gina passed away a 
few years ago. 

Emest married Gladys Jaffray and they 
have five children, Garry, Bryan, Johnny, Kay 
and Sandra, Ernest and Gladys live in the Ben- 
tley district. 

Jennie married Ernest Ingram. They live in 
Edmonton and have three children, Richard, 
‘Audrey and Neil 

All of John and Loulse’s family took their 
schooling at the Sunset Hill school. They 
walked a mile and a half every day. except when 
Jessie Gilbert boarded at their place. and then 
there was a one-horse cart for summer and a 
one-horse cutter for winter. There was not the 
traffic to worry about, but we had just passed 
‘over a culvert when the seat and cart parted 
company. Instead of heads up, we were feet up 
but we had a good horse and managed to hang 
‘on to the reins, so rode the rest of the way in the 
bottom of the cart, which wasn't that roomy. 

‘Then there was the day we drove the demo- 
erat to school, with the team. Wehad just turned 
in the west gate of the farm when the tongue and 
the neck yoke parted company. The road was 
just along the bottom of the hill and when the 
horses started to run and were out of control. | 
jumped out, leaving Ginain the buggy. Just after 
| jumped, the tongue stuck into the ground and 
turned the buggy end for end and threw Gina 
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ut into the meadow. | went over and picked her 
up and she couldn't stand so I carried her the 
half mile home. When | got her to the yard and 
put her down, she ran to the house, Neither one 
of us got a scratch. 

Most of our conveyance at that time was 
usually by horse. Saddles were a gunny sack put 
on the horses back or sometimes we rode bare- 
back. The best thing was you didn’thavetohave 
any money in your pocket for gas. 

Occasionally we would come down stairs in 
the morning and Mother wasn't in the kitchen. 
Mr. Gittens had come and taken her to his farm 
to assist Dr. Henry in delivering an addition to 
the family. 

When Agnes was born, John was in La- 
combe and she had Selma, who was nineteen 
months old, at home with her. When Dad got 
home from town there were three, Mother, 
Selma and Agnes, instead of two, so she had to 
be her own midwife and doctor. All the children 
were born at home on the farm, with amid-wife 
in attendance but no doctor. 

The Sunset Hill school, where all the child- 
ren attended, was built in 1913 and the first 
teacher was a Miss Steele, a sister of Haroldand 
John Steele of the Rainy Creek district 

Mr. Robinson, who was the second teacher, 
boarded at the Holmen home until he bought a 
farm, S.W. 30-40-2-5, four miles west of the 
school, on the Gilby highway 

Jessie Gilbert, another teacher, also 
boarded there and paid $12.50 a month. 
‘Teacher's wages at that time were $700 a year. 

Nancy McNabb and Jean Conners boarded 
with Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Brooke but were fre~ 
quent week-end visitors at the Holmen home. 

There were always Christmas concerts at 
the school, which the whole community 
attended. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gnora, and their son, Simon, 
lived on the farm one mite south of ours on the 


way to the school. An Italian boy by the name ot 
alo Catrano, stayed with them for a while and 
was a very inventive person. He put a cream 
station by their gate and every morning we 
would bring our baking powder cans filled with 
water and colored with milk and we would pick 
them up again when we went home. He also 
made a littie steam threshing machine and we 
would stop in the fall to help him thresh. Mr. 
Gittens bought the Gnora farm and it now be~ 
longs to Terry Long. The Gnoras left the farm 
land went back to Italy. 

Other neighbors were Anton and Alfred 
Lee, Mr. and Mrs, Jack Gheseger and four boys, 
Albert Winter, 2 German baker, and Victor 
Bjirgaard, 





HOLMEN ANECDOTES. 
By Agnes Palmer 


John Holmen, C.F, Damron, Bill Holmes 
and John Ingram were great fishing pals. They 
made their regular trips to Buck Lake where C.F. 
had a cabin. Their other entertainment was play- 
ing cards which they played often. At one of 
their card sessions John Ingram filled a gunny 
sack full of newspapers and aida few dollar bills 
fon top. When he arrived to play cards he said 
“Well, boys, I'm ready for you tonight. Just try to 
break me.” It proved to be a most interesting 
evening, 

John Holmen built a smoke house where he 
lived, just east of Bentley where the May Day 
trailer court is now, and when the fish were 
smoked he invited the people from downtown to 
come and sample them. It was a beautiful after- 
noon and the yard was filled with people, sam- 
pling and munching the smoked fish. 

The four weren't above playing tricks on 
fone another - it was quite a regular perfor- 
mance. John and Louise Holmen, together with 
Emie and Jennie Ingram, had goneto the States 
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and Jennie phoned back to let the family know 
‘when they would be back, so John’s fishing pals, 
C.F,, Bill and John Ingram arranged an auction 
sale at the Holmen house, They brought the 
small furniture out of the house and C.F. was 
auctioneering off John's fishing tackle when the 
travellers arrived home. The people standing in 
the yard were very co-operative and it looked 
very authentic. They had also put up a'"For Sale’ 
sign at the driveway which read "Goose Pasture 
for Sale". This was signed “By Yudas”, which 
was an expression John used a lot. John said to 
Louise "I don't know why they put that there. 

Louise said “John, you say that all the time. 

John didn't have much to say after that. Louise 
said she had phone calls and people stopping 
for the next week, enquiring about the place. 


HOLMEN, ANDREW SR. AND METTE 
By Agnes Palmer 

‘Andrew and Mette Holmen came to the 
States from Norway and then later to Canada 
Their family, with the exception of Anna (Mrs. 
Ed Haarstad), Morris and Gus, stayed in the 
States, 

Grandpa Holmen passed away justa couple 
of years after they arrived, Morris married Clara 
Vig and Gus stayed on the homestead with 
Grandma, This was the quarter just north of 
John Holmen's homestead. Grandma used to 
walk that half mile down to John’s regularly, 
with a ball of yarn pinned to her apron and knit- 
ting as she walked. 

Gus married Clara Tingstad, who with her 
brother, Ingvold, lived with Gus and Julie Arn- 
ston, They lived on the quarter just east of John, 
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Gus and Clara moved to Valleyview in the Peace 
River country. John bought Grandma's quarter 
and she went to live with her daughter, Mrs. Ed 
Harstad, and later passed away. 

‘Gus was drowned while working on a barge 
‘on the Athabasca river and Clara and some of 
her family still ive in and around Valleyview and 
others are married and live in other areas, Gus 
and Clara had five children. 


HOLMEN, MORRIS & CLARA 

Mortis Holmen was born June 15, 1894 in 
Norway. His parents, Andrew and Mette Hol- 
men, with five sons and two daughters 
emigrated from Norway to Jackson, Minneso- 
ta, in 1901, On October 1, 1905 they came to 
Allberta and settled on a homestead, the N.W.- 
34-40-2-W.5, 7 miles west and 2 miles north of 
Bentley, bringing four sons; John, Ole, Morris, 
and Gust; and one daughter, Anna (Haarstad) 
with them. Ole came on the cattle car bringing 
the cattle and what machinery they had. He re- 
turned to Minnesota to live as he had one 
brother and one sister there. 

What schooling the children got was in 
Minnesota, as there were no schools here. In 
1908 Morris’ father died and he stayed with his 
mother to do the farming. She lived until she 
was 85, passing away in October, 1942. 

‘On March 17, 1916, he married Clara Vig, 
daughter of Mr. & Mr. Casper Vig, who was 
born October 27, 1899. They bought the farm 
six miles west and one mile north of Bentley, 
where Cliff Knutson now lives. They had three 
sons and four daughters. 

‘Anna was born July 11, 1916. She married 
George Wilkins, October 12, 1938. They had 
four children, Phyliss, Laverne, Eddy, and 
Sharon, (who died at two months of age). 
They lived in the Centreview district north of 
Bentley until they moved to Edmonton in De- 
cember, 1953. Anna passed away October 16, 
1975, 

Clifford was born April 24, 1919. He mar- 
ried Mildred Lonstrup, March 17, 1951. she 
had two sons, Layton and Douglas. They had 
two daughters, Colleen and Debra. They lived 
on her farm where Louis Burles now lives, un~ 
til they moved to Drayton Valley in April, 1956. 
He still works for Amoco Canada. Mildred 
passed away, Septmeber 16, 1977. Clifford re- 
married in April, 1979. 

‘Andrew was born March 6, 1921. He mar- 
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ried Elsie Dickau, March 6, 1940. They had five 
daughters; Elaine, who passed away in 1956.) 
Joyce, Barbara, Linda, and Gail. He helped his 
father farm till 1942, when they moved to the 
farm four miles west and three and a half miles 
south of Bentley. They still live there. 

Melvin was born April 8, 1926. He married 
Eileen McFadden, September 17, 1954. They 
have two sons, Clarke and Glen, and a daught- 
er, Dianne, They live on an acreage north east 
of Eckville. Melvin has his own business, Hol- 
men and Son Construction, clearing right of 
way for Calgary Power. 

Fern was born September 30, 1928. She 
married Ron Swanson May 3, 1949. they had 
‘one daughter, Karen, and a son, Brian. Fern 
now lives in Cranbrook, B.C. 

Frances was born April 8, 1934. She mar: 
ried Harry Jaffray November 21, 1951. They 
have three sons, Rodney, Gordon, and Wayne; 








Morris Holmen family - 1941 
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and two daughters, Brenda who died in 1975, 
and Patsy, at home. They live on an acreage 
west of Rimbey. 

Myrna was born June 17, 1940. She mar- 
ried Jim Walker, February 4, 1956. They have 
two daughters, Debra and Carey, and two 
sons, Roger and Robert. They live in Sylvan 
Lake. 

Morris and Clara moved into Bentley in 
October, 1948. He drove @ school bus for ten 
years and also worked for the town. Everyone 
who knew Morris always had something good 
to say for him. They belonged to the Vig 
Lutheran Church, (now the Grace Lutheran 
Church), and are both buried in the Vig Ceme- 
tery. The children all went to Sunday School 
and were baptized and confirmed there. Clara 
belonged to the Ladies Aid all through the 
years. All the children but Myrna got their 
schooling at Sunset School; and she went to 
school in Bentley, 

Nurse Curtis nursed them through many 
illnesses and Dr. Henry through many mis- 
haps. Their entertainment was mainly getting 
together at house parties in the neighborhood. 
Oscar and Mary Vig or Gus and Jennie 
‘Skjonsberg would play the violin and organ for 
hours, to dance to. 

Morris’ first tractor was a Ford in 1941. It 
seemed like ploughing was no job at all then. 
They always milked about 16 cows and sold 
cream to have money for groceries. 

In the spring of 1948, they had gone to 
Chris Odberg's sale. It had started raining a 
few days before, and on the way home they 
got stuck. Morris walked home and got the 
tractor. Fern was to drive the tractor while he 
pushed. She accidently put it in reverse and 
ran over him. Luckily only his shoulder was 
hurt. It rained and rained all spring, flooding 
50 all the culverts washed out. The bridges 
over the Blindman River were under water. No 
fone could cross them until in June, and no 
crops were seeded until June. 

Morris passed away December 19, 1963, 
Clara continued to live in the house until she 
went to the Red Deer Nursing Home, where 
she passed away January 14, 1975, 


HOLMES FAMILY 
By Mary Holmes 


William Albert Holmes, son of George and 
Jane Holmes of Brussels, Ontario, was born 








230 


May 8, 1898. His parents homesteaded at Cy- 
press River, Manitoba and their nearest town 
was Portage la Prairie. Bill was the fifth child 
of a family of 9, attended Cypress River school 
and took grade eleven at Brandon, Manitoba. 
He attended Teacher's College at Regina, Sas- 
katchewan and taught school at Grayson 
school, Alsask, Sask. 1912 - 13 and was the 
first teacher at Laverna, Sask. in 1913 - 14. At 
the same time he homesteaded fifteen miles 
west of Laverna and later taught at Wenger 
Heights, west of his home. He was the first to 
have a grove of trees around his yard. 

January 23, 1922 Bill and Mary Bresden 
were married at the Catholic Church in Oyen. 

‘Crops were not very good that year so Bill 
thought he would get a job at the Security Grain 
Elevator in Laverna and he worked there for 3 
years, 

Three children were born - Doris Jean (Gar- 
ries), October 1922 and twin sons, Lloyd George 
and Leslie John, April 1925. 

The family moved to New Brigden, a new 
town, and lived there for 8 years where Bill 
worked for the U.G.G. and was Imperial Oil 
agent. 250,000 bushels of grain were delivered 
to the elevator that year. We had to get our own 
homes and our house was moved in from the 





Mr, & Mrs, Wm, Holmes, Lloyd, Les and Doris 





country. It was a §-roomed house and later sold 
for $450. 

By that time, the depression was upon us 
and no grain was coming in. The elevator com- 
pany couldn't pay us more than $40 a month so 
we had to look for greener pastures, 

Bill thought it might be a good idea to go 
into the store business so went looking for a 
‘good prospect and came home very pleased as 
he thought either Olds or Bentley looked prom- 
ising, Bentley was decided upon as he liked the 
‘country around there so the Co-op store, which 
was farmer owned, was purchased October 1, 
1933. In 2 weeks we were in Bentley with what 
little furniture we had shipped to Sylvan Lake. 

Our good friends, the Afflecks and 2 boys, 
came at the same time and took over the pool 
hall and barber shop but stayed only 2 years. 

On arrival in Bentley we rented a house 
which had previously been the hospital and 
lived there a month before moving upstairs over 
the store. Bill and | lived there for thirty years 
and Les still ives there. Atthat time there was no 
water, plumbing or gas and times were hard. We 
took wood in on account, which we burned in 
the furnace. In the winter. when we were busy 
the fire would go out and we would almost 
freeze. 








(Our first clerks were Jim Drinnan and Mrs. 
Page. | worked in the store for twenty-five years 
and during that time we delivered groceries to 
Lockhart once a week on Tuesdays. 

‘At that time the population of Bentley was 
two hundred and twenty five, but the Village was. 
giving thought to building a high school, an 
arena and a curling rink. 

In 1939 World War 2 was upon us. Doris. 
took up hair-dressing and the boys took their 
Grade 12 at Alberta College, Edmonton. Loyd 
later went to Berkley, California University to 
play hockey for a year, and Les worked in the 
store, 

In 1944 Bill had a heart attack and was 
forced to slow down and in 1959 we sold the 
store to the boys. 

Lloyd was interested in raising Hereford 
cattle so the twins bought the Walter Stephen- 
son land 2 miles west of Bentley. Lloyd went 
farming and Les, with the help of Vera Dorsey, 
took over the store. In 1972, Les and Lloyd, with 
the help of their dad, bought the Ob Scoular 
quarter. 

Lloyd married Sharon Adby of Edmonton in 
1968 and they have 2 daughters, Stacy and 
Cathy. Les chose to stay single and Doris mar- 
ried Ralph “Red” Garries in 1950 and they 
have 4 children, 

Bill passed away October 6, 1966. 

|, Mary Holmes (Bresden) was born in 1903 
at Wilton, N. Dakota and came to Alberta with 
my parents, John and Anna Bresden, and 2 
brothers and 2 sisters in 1912, We lived on a 
homestead thirty-five miles north-west of Al- 
sask, Sask. and later twenty-two miles north of 
(Oyen and | went to schoo! in Alsask. 

My grandfather was killed by a cyclone 
June 9, 1912. 3 days later the Regina Cyclone 
came by again and took small buildings and 
our windmill down, 

‘Atage seventy-seven, | still live in the house: 
Bill and | built in 1963 and, with some help, am 
still able to look after my yard and garden. lama 
Life Member of 0.0.R.P., belong to C.W.L., Se- 
rior Citizen's Drop-In and choir. | have § grand- 
children and 4 great-grandchildren and all of 
them live in the Bentley district. 

‘The young people were very interested in 
skiing so with advice from Bill Holmes and afew 
other fathers, the ski hill began to take shape. A 
quarter section of land, eight miles west of Ben- 
tley, was for sale for taxes so the ski club de- 
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cided to buy it, Lloyd Holmes and Orval Wilton 
signed the cheque, 

The late Victor Johannsen thought there 
should be a ski cabin built and offered to super- 
vise construction. Clearing was done, logs 
Peeled and some cut for lumber for the floor and 
roof and with the help of Lioyd and Orval and 
many others the cabin was soon built. A stove 
was put in and lunches were served by the moth- 
ers of the young people. Ski runs were cleared 
and later the Ski Club turned the property over 
to the Village of Bentley in 1958. 

The highest range of hills until you get to 
the mountains, fifty miles away, two large lakes 
and four towns can be seen from the top of the 
ski hill 


HONEY 


When the Carritt family arrived in Rainy 
Creek in 1901 they found the remains of quite a 
ranch layout near the Blindman river bank, on 
N.E.%4 3-40-1-6. Fire had swept over the site and 
the family, named Honey, had left before this 
time. A ford onthe river near there was called the 
Honey ford until a bridge was built nearby. 


HOPKINS, GEORGE FAMILY 
By Dorothy Hopkins 


George Hopkins was born in England in 
1853 and in 1882 came to the United States and 
settled in Boston, where he worked for awealthy 
family as a groom. He later moved to Colorado 
Springs and at one time filed on ahomestead on 
the Bear River in northeastern Colorado but 
ever proved up on it. | believe he worked in 
Denver for some time and for some years he was 
working on the Colorado Midland Railway, first 
as a fireman, then switch engineer and finally 
road engineer. 

It was during his years as fireman that he 
met Adah Carman. A cousin of hers, a Fred 
Brouse, was also a fireman and was killed in a 
head-on collision. George was authorized by 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen to take 
the body to the parents’ home in Californiaandit 
was on this trip he met Adah. A romance deve- 
loped and they were married in Sacramento, 
California in November 1891 

They made their home in Colorado City and 
their first child, Fred, was born November 20, 
1892. He had a very unfortunate life as he was 
mentally retarded and was never able to hold a 
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Job. The second son, Harold, was born October 
20, 1894 

During the summer of 1898 George took 30 
days leave of absence from the railroad and 
came to Alberta to 100k for land. He did not like 
southern Alberta because there was too much 
cactus, which indicated it must be rather arid. 
He liked the land around Innisfail very much, but 
after going west of Lacombe and seeing the 
Blindman Valley, he fell in love with the Sis 15- 
40-1-5 and purchased the half section from the 
C.P.R. for $3.00 per acre. At that time there was 
no settlement in the Blindman Valley, except for 
the noted Rocky Mountain Guide, Fred Stevens, 
who was camping in the spruce timber approxi- 
mately six miles west of the land George bought. 
On that same trip, Dad Hopkins went as far north 
‘as Edmonton. It was a long day's trip from Cal- 
gary to Edmonton by rail and the trains were 
crowded with men on theway to the Klondike by 
the overland route. 

George returned to Colorado and worked 
on the railway again until 1901, and then he and 
his family moved to Alberta, arriving at Bentley 
in the month of August. 





Horold Hopkins, Wilbur Whitesell and Caleb Morison 











Calgary was just a small town at that time 
and Lacombe had two stores, two hotels, alivery 
barn and couple of blacksinith shops. The fam 
ily stayed overnight in Lacombe and George 
arranged to hire a livery team and democrat to 
take them to the farm thenext day. Aman named 
Tom Coates, whose farm was later owned by 
Frank Thorp, and then the Wenger family, had 
come to Lacombe for a load of lumber for the 
house on the Hopkins farm and Harold had met 
him, so slipped down to the livery barn without 
telling his folks and climbed on the load of 
lumber with him and started for the farm. After 
looking frantically around Lacombe for him, 
they finally guessed what he had done. They 
caught up to the load near Gull Lake and Harold 
always remembered the lecture he received. 

‘They arrived at the farm to find Grandad 
Carman (Adah’s father) busy working to get the 
house finished. He had come up from California 
early in the spring in order to build the house. 
The house wasn't quite finished so the family 
stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Garries, Sr, who lived 
ina log house just across the road and werewith 
them about a week. 

After the Hopkins were settled in their new 
home, Dad Hopkins returned to Colorado 
Springs to work on the Colorado Midland R.R. 
until March, 1903 and then returned to Alberta 
permanently. During his absence, Grandad Car- 
‘man lived with the family and filed on a homes- 
tead a couple of miles from Rimbey and used to 
walk from Bentley to Rimbey once a week to 
‘work on his farm, He was then seventy years of 
age and lived to be eighty eight. He never drank 
‘or smoked. 

The first land broken on the Si of 15 was 
about 15 acres south and west of the house. A 
‘crop was seeded in 1902 and this was destroyed 
by hail in August. The crops in 1903 and 1904 
‘were also hailed and were a total loss. The first 
team of horses died from slough fever. 

In June, 1905, Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins rented 
the hotel in Bentley and ran it for ayear. Harold's 
chief memory of that year was the huge quantity 
of wood he and his brother sawed. One bright 
spot was that the hotel had the only telephone in 
Bentley and Harold made a bit of money by 
taking phone messages out to people in the 
country. He was paid 10¢ amile and managed to 
save about $20. 

In 1907 Mrs. Hopkins went to Calgary and 
worked at the home of Senator Lougheed as a 
cook and later worked as a cook at the Strath- 





Harold Hopkins and sons John, George, Garth and Dennis 


more hotel. The wages were higher in Strath- 
more and it was due to her going out to work that 
the family had better clothes to wear and more 
variety in their diet. 

In 1911 the Liberal government of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier was defeated and the Conservative go- 
vernment under Sir Robert Borden came to 
power. In those days, when governments 
changed, postmasters changed too and in 
1912 Dad Hopkins was appointed postmaster 
in Bentley. Mrs. Hopkins ran the post office 
from that time until her death in December, 
1915 and Mr. Hopkins was postmaster until his 
death in 1930, 

Harold and Fred attended the first school 
built in Bentley in 1903, Harold finished grade 
eight in Bentley, took one year of high school in 
Lacombe and attended Olds School of Agricul- 
ture for two winters of 1914 and 1915, 

Fred wasn't able to attend school after the 
first few years and helped on the farm until he 
was in his early 20's. He left home very suddenly 
and his whereabouts weren't known for years. 
Every effort was made to trace him and about 
1935 he was found and Harold went to Van- 
couver to bring him home. We built him a small 
home of his own and he lived there and helped 
with the chores until his passing in 1948. He was 





buried in the Bentley cemetery beside his 
mother and father. 

In 1916 Harold had an opportunity to go out 
with Fred Stevens for the summer, with a pack 
train to Jasper. However, he was needed at 
home so had to give up the opportunity to see 
the Jasper country. 

‘After harvest that fall, Wilbur Whitesell, Ray 
Hutton, Caleb Morison and Harold decided to 
enlist in the Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve 
(Overseas Division). They went to Edmonton 
December 5, 1916 and three were accepted but 
Ray Hutton was turned down because of poor 
‘eyesight. They came home until December 20th 
and then left for England January 10, 1917. After 
service in England, France, Italy and the Gre- 
cian Islands, he was sent to Bermuda and was 
there when the war ended. Harold never saw any 
action as it always seemed to get peaceful wher- 
‘ever he was sent. He received his discharge and 
arrived home in time for the July first celebra- 
tion. 

‘After he returned home, Harold continued 
cn the farm and also worked parttime in the Post 
Office. This was a busy time as he was running 
bachelor quarters, milking several cows, as well 
as farming and working in the post office. 

This continued until we were married inNo- 
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vember, 1926, We continued to live on the farm 
that winter and in the spring of 1927 Jesse 
Evernden resigned as Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Municipal District of Lorne. Harold submit- 
ted an application for the job and was chosen 
‘over some fifteen other applicants. We movedto 
Bentley and rented the farm. The salary was 
{$700.00 and the first office was in a small room in 
the back of the postoffice, as Harold was stil 
helping there. 

‘We had four sons. John was born December 
24, 1927; George August 20, 1929; Garth, July 
412, 1983: and Dennis, March 19, 1938, 

In the fall of 1989 we moved back to the farm 
in a new house which had been built by Frank 
Hewitt. Just as an item of interest, the two- 
storey house, with hardwood floors throughout, 
indoor plumbing and copper piping, cost 
$5,000 when completed 

In March, 1944, the rural municipal districts 
wore all enlarged and the office for our area, 
which included the municipalities of Lorne, 
Crown and Lamerton, was moved to Lacombe 
and the name changed to M.D. of Lacombe. 
Harold was appointed the first secretary- 
treasurer for the large area 

We continued to live on the farm, with the 
boys going to school in Bentley, and Harold 
coming home on the week-ends. We found this 
a very unsatisfactory arrangement, so in 1950 
‘we sold the farm to Mark Wilhelm and bought a 
house in Lacombe. By that time all the boys, 
with the exception of Dennis, were working and 
away from home. We lived in Lacombe until 
Harold retired in 1959, spent the winter in Victo- 
ria and then bought a home in Calgary. We lived 
in Calgary until Harold died in 1972 and | con- 
tinued living there until 1978, when | decided it 
was time to come “home” and moved back to 
Bentley, where | am enjoying a very busy and 
happy life. 

Harold always loved the mountains and was 
fortunate to have been able to make two back- 
pack trips from Nordegg to Lake Louise in the 
company of John Blish and Frank Thorp. These 
were in 1933 and 1934. 

‘Our son, John, died in Calgary in 1968, after 
having been in the newspaper business all his 
adult life, George lives in Calgary and works for 
Carma Developers. Garth has his own business 
in Vancouver and Dennis is with Public Indus- 
trial Relations (P.1.R.) in Toronto. | have four- 
teen grandchildren and six great-grand- 
children, 











HOSPITAL, HISTORY OF BENTLEY GENERAL 


Bentley Hospital history goes back to 1922 
when Miss Curtis began the operation of aNurs- 
ing Home in the house now occupied by Mr. & 
Mrs. E. Kossak. Itconsisted of three beds and an 
operating room. ~ 4806-S0th Ave. 

Dr. W. Henry arrived in Bentley in 1924. He 
and 7 men from the district formed the first hos- 
pital board and rented and equipped the house 
low occupied by Mr. & Mrs. J. Malloy with 4 
hospital beds. - 4817-50th Ave. The Hon. Irene 
Parlby, Minister without portfolio, in the Provin- 
cial Government officially opened this hospital 
in.June, 1926. Mr. P.E. Thorp was the first Chair- 
man of the board. Maternity fees at this time 
‘wore $23.00 for the Doctor for both pre and post 
natal care and $3.00 per day for 9 days stay in 
hospital 

In June, 1927, the small house owned by 
J.G. Evernden was rented at $8.00 per month for 
@ Nurses’ Home. In November, 1927, a janitor 
was hired at $7.50 per month. In December, 
1928, a Model T Heidbrink gas washing 
machine was purchased for $312.05. In 1929 
the cost of staying in the hospital for 1 day 
was $2.50. 

A fund raising drive was instigated in 1926 
to 1928 to raise money for a new hospital. In the 
early 1930's great financial difficulties were in 
curred and difficulty in collecting hospital fees 
due to the financial state of the country. Anyway 
the financial fund continued and in May, 1932 
tenders for the new hospital were let to F, Hewitt 
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for the sum of $3,340.00 for a complete building 
above the basement. R.G. Hill received the con- 
tract for the wiring of the building for $232.00, 

The hospital was built by community labor. 
It consisted of 9 beds, 2 cribs, 4 bassineties and 
a combined Operating Room-Case Room. The 
bathroom also served as @ utility room and the 
Pharmacy was included in the Nursery and part 
of the kitchen. The staff consisted of 8 nurses, a 
cook and her helper. Their duties included all 
maintenance and janitorial duties as well as the 
garden. The Matron received $80.00, the nurses 
$65.00 and the cook and the maid $35.00 per 
month in wages. The Matron and the Nurses 
took 2 weeks each, night duty in each month. 
Each nurse and the maid had every third Sunday 
off duty from 12 noon until 12 midnight and had 
every third Wednesday off from 1:00 p.m, to 8:00 
p.m. A ladder placed at the residence bedroom 
window served as a fire-escape and steam for 
the sterilizer was generated by wood and coal 
Instruments for Maternity and Surgery were 
boiled in the wash boiler in the basement. A 
large amount of the equipment in the O.R. and 
(Case Room was the property of Dr. Henry. 

This new hospital was opened in October, 
1982, once again by the Hon. Irene Parlby, and is 
2 portion of the present standing building. 

‘On August 17, 1992, a Sharpe Circuit Snow 
benefit was held for the hospital, A dance fol- 
lowed with an admission charge of 35¢ for 
gentlemen. 

In 1934, the hospital board members were 
increased to 9 members and included 2 elected 
‘members of the Ladies Hospital Auxiliary. Inthe 
same year a Castle Sterilizer for linen supplie 
was purchased. The surgical instruments were 
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Dr. Weaver and staff - 1950 
LtoR- Mrs. Gaetz, Irene Anderson, Miss Ebeling, Helen 
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Bentley Hospital bull 1982 


still boiled on the kitchen stove on the main 
floor. 

‘An incubator for newborn babies used at 
the time was made from an old copper boiler 
with an electric light bulb underneath it to 
supply the heat. The oxygen was piped into a 
quart sealer in the boiler and the rate of oxygen 
‘was gauged by the number of bubbles per min- 
ute. A tank was attached to the wall of the 
nursery to hold warm water with a hose attached 
which was used for shower bathing the babies. 

Pneumonia patients were kept on the ver- 
anda for fresh air, which was the only treatment 
as they did not have antibiotics. Patients were 
given Old Par whiskey, honey and lemon juice in 
warm water, mustard plasters and Vicks rubs. 

Maggots were used to clean infected open 
Wounds. These were purchased from the United 
States and were kept in a cooler by the well. 
When they were placed in a wound, a light cra- 
dle was placed over the area as the maggots 
only worked in the light. 

Quite frequently the nurses were required 
to go with the doctor and attend patients in the 
country. 

In 1939 it became evident that a new X-ray 
was badly needed as the old one was exceed- 
ingly dangerous to work and could only be run 
by Dr. Henry and Dr. Locke. There was one 
dissenting member of the board so the X-ray 
salesman was sent out with a bottle of whis: 
key to see this member and he finally agreed 
to the purchase, Money for this X-ray had 
been donated. The new X-ray was installed in 
the basement and patients had to walk or be 
taken by stretcher down the outside entrance 
to the basement, 
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In 1940, a portable electric sewing machine 
was purchased for $91.25 and is still in use. In 
the early 1940's, Iron Lungs wore placed in sev- 
eral hospitals In Alberta by the Government. 
One came to Bentley. It was never used. In 1953 
it was returned to the Government in Edmonton 
during the Polio epidemic at that time. 

Rates in 1945 at the hospital were: children 
under 3 years $2.50, and all others $3.00 per day. 
In July, 1945, the Bentley Community Hospital 
was turned over to the Bentley Municipal Dis- 
trict with its assets and liabilities. Thesame year 
the first manufactured incubator was pur- 
chased. The doctor's office was purchased from 
Dr. Henry for $4000.00 and rented to succeeding 
doctors for $35.00 per month. After the war the 
42 hour nursing shift was changed to an 8 
hour shift. 

In 1948, the hospital charges were in- 
creased to $4.50 per day. The hospital at that 
time drew up contracts for a type of hospitaliza- 
tions with the family fee being $12.00 and the 
single person fee being $8.00 per year. Fee for 
the use of the Operating Room was $2.00. Once 
again it became evident that the hospital was not 
large enough, so in 1949 a fund raising cam- 
paign was instigated and debentures were sold 
‘on $30,000 to build an addition, The contract 
was let to Mr. Mattatall of Red Deer Construc- 
tion and shortly after the start of construction he 
was killed in a car accident and the contract for 
the hospital was taken over by the Hospital 
Board. Work proceeded under the supervision 
of Red Deer Construction foreman Gordon Gil- 
lard followed by Red Deer Construction fore 
man W.l, (Rusty) Roberts and laborers from the 
surrounding area, Dr. Weaver and the Staff com- 
pleted the painting of the building so that it 
might be ready for "Opening Day. 

‘The Hospital was officially opened October 
11, 1950. Dr. M.G. McCallum, Provincial Direc 
tor of Hospitals and Medical Services gave the 





Renovation and addition to hospital - 1950 








principal address and Miss Jean McPhee, Act- 
ing Matron, cut the ribbon to open the bullding. 
Chairman of the board was A.G. Sanders, Mrs. 
Albert Stephenson received a silver knife, fork 
and spoon set for her twins who were the first 
babies born in the new building, 

This new addition consisted of 18 beds, 
complete with modern Operating Room, Case 
Room and X-ray Room, in addition to the regular, 
wards for adults and children, and pleasant 
quarters for the nursing staff and domestic staff 
on the second floor. It joined the alder building 
(on the east forming an "L”. The former hospital 
building was altered by removing the sunporch 
to make room for the Matron and admissions, 
and the whole building was redecorated inside 
and out and a new entrance built. About $70,000 
had been invested in the new wing and the alter- 
ations, giving a total investment and furnishings 
for the hospital of $100,000. 4 great accom 
plishment for the village, 

In 1951, the office building was sold to Dr. 
Weaver. 

In 1983, the hospital was stuccoed and a 
new X-ray machine was bought. A secretary's, 
office was installed and space and work tables 
made available to the Hospital Ladies Auxiliary 
so that they could work there instead of taking 
the work to the school. The hospital was con- 
nected to the village sewage system in 1954. In 
1959, an Auxiliary Light and Power Plant was 
installed and a modern Anaesthetic Machine 
was purchased 

In 1965, a separate Medical Records De- 
partment was established and Mrs. Helen 
(McLachlan) Watson was the first Medical Re- 
cords Technician. In 1967, it was decided to hire 
a full time Laboratory-X-ray Technician, Mr. 
Jose Pascual from the Phillipines. Previous to 
this the nurse and the dactor had done this work 
as required, 

In 1970, the name of the hospital was 
‘changed to the Bentley General Hospital 

The Canadian Council on Hospital Ac- 
Creditation granted Accreditation to the Bent- 
ley General Hospital in 1973. This survey in- 
volves an appraisal of the governing body and 
management of the hospital as well as a tho- 
rough inspection and an analysis of all hospi- 
tal departments and services in providing a 
high degree of quality patient care. Over the 
years several renovations were done, new 
equipment purchased and the building kept in 
good repair. It has served the Community well 











and has provided a constant source of em- 
ployment for the women of the community. 

In May, 1981, a construction of anew Proto- 
typical hospital containing 10 acute care beds 
and an updated emergency department was 
begun. This will be completed early in 1982. The 
hospital has had a Ladies Auxiliary organization 
almost from its beginnings, an important direct 
link between hospital and community. These 
ladies spent a great deal of time and energy 
towards sewing gowns, bed linens, bandages, 
Grapes, etc,, and doing mending, raising money 
for equipment and furnishings and providing 
comforts to the patients, 

The community service clubs and numer- 
us individuals have all played a part in contri- 
puting financially and providing equipment and 
service facilities over the years for the hospital 

DOCTORS serving in the area were: 
1906-Dr. Evans-the first doctor, Dr. Baker, Dr. 
Loughbaum, Dr. McLean. 
1924-1941-Dr. W.A. Henry 
1941-Dr. Dobson 
1942-1945-Dr. Burjanoki, Dr. Perrault, Dr. Bu- 
gis, Dr. Stewart, Dr. Locke, and Dr. Tyerman 
provided services to the area. 
1945-1946-Dr. W.A. Henry 
1946-1947-Dr. and Dr. (Mrs.) Myers 
1947-1961-Dr. S, Weaver 
1961-1967-Dr. G. Ardouin 
1967-1969-Dr. P.P. Kaye 
1969-1978-Dr. W.H. McKendrick 
1978-presently-Dr. H.E, Hoffman 

MATRONS serving the hospital were: 
1926-Mrs, Sveinsen 
1927-Miss Burgey 
4928-Miss E. Terry 
1930-Miss Brown 
1933-Miss Stal 
1937-Miss McLeod 
1937-1938-Miss Hoglund 
1938-Lyla (Tompsett) Scoular 
1942-Florence (Kenner) Peterson 
1942-Miss D. Wild 
1943-Miss Jean Mckee 
1945-Miss Osme Mclvor 
4946-Evelyn (Grant) Parkinson 
1949-M, (Diggle) Gibbons 
1949-Mrs. M. Greene 
1950-Jean (McPhee) Thevenaz 
1953-Mrs. Margaret McKinnon 
1954-Miss E, Weaver 
1957-Mrs. J.M. Berquist 
1960-Miss Verna Furnald 
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1970-Mr. P.D. Mathews 
1971-Mrs. Patricia Wilton to the present time. 
‘The position of Matron was changed to Admin- 
istrator and Director of Nursing in 1970. 


HUEPPELSHEUSER, OTTO AND NELLIE 
By Glen Hueppelsheuser 

(Otto was the elder son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Hueppelsheuser, born November 19, 1885 at 
Marysville, Kansas. He had one brother and six 
sisters. 

Nellie was the elder daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ephriam Withers, born December 18, 1884 
at Somerset, Kings County, Nova Scotia. She 
had one sister and three brothers, 

Otto wanted to see new country as it had 
been very dry in Kansas for years. Ed Begert, a 
friend of Otto, had been to Canada and owned 
land in the Bentley district, (Murray Peterson's 
present home). On March 4, 1808, Otto and 
Ed, together with friends, Mr. and Mrs. Chris 
Zimmerman, with their son Jack and daughter 
Marie, (Mrs. Emest Spycher,) left Marysville, 
travelling by train to Blackfalds, arriving there 
four days later. Otto's ticket cost $30.10. They 
had dinner at the Bedford Rooming House, 
which still stands today, across the road, 
south of the Blackfalds Post Office. They then 
travelled on to Ed's place. 

In Otto's diary he wrote “Swore off tobacco 
March 12, 1908”. In less than a month Otto 
bought the SE % of 24-39-28-W4, It was homes- 
teaded by a man named Swedenberg, whose 
children went to the Blindman School when it 
opened in 1903. After spending all his money on 
this land Otto had to work for awhile. Jobs were 





‘Mr. & Mrs. Otto Hueppelsheuser 
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easy to get in those days. He was working for a 
Stevenson west of Bentley, when Will McPher- 
son came and said “The land in Calkins Valley 
has opened up for homesteads”. Otto borrowed 
a horse - then he and Will rode to Lacombe and 
then on to Red Deer, sleeping on thesteps of the 
Land Titles Office that night (being August 26th 
the weather was quite warm). Otto filed on the 
land he wanted, SW of 5-41-2-W5. 

In Otto's travels that summer he met Nellie 
Withers, also a newcomer to Alberta. A fast 
courtship ensued and having filed on a homes- 
tead the way was paved for marriage. The winter 
of 1908 and the spring of 1909 Otto built ahouse 
and barn on the homestead. On May 11, 1908 
Otto and Nellie “tied the knot” at Nellie's folks 
home. Guests came on horseback, on foot, in 
wagons and buggies - nothing like these days! 
(On April 6, 1910 Dorothy was born: on July 18, 
4911 Glen'came along. A year and a halt later, 
January 24, 1913, Merlin arrived. In March 
1917 Otto took his wife Nellie and their three 
children back to Kansas for a trip, returning in 
time for spring seeding. Things must have 
been good because Otto bought a Model T 
Ford touring car. On July 16, 1917 Harold was 
born 

In 1918 Otto sold the homestead and got 
ready to move to the land he had bought at 
Blacktalds when he first came to this country. 
This location was much closer to market. In 
March 1919 he made the move. He had built a 
house and chicken houseon this land during the 
winter. The Stanley Roes moved in across the 
road (they had four children also). It was an 
early spring. Farmers got on the land early but in 
May a snowstorm came - about two feet of the 
white stuff covering everything. Feed was 
scarce and the animals suffered. That Christmas 
Doris was born (December 26, 1919). Harry was 
born September 28, 1925. 

In the early twenties they bought a Titan 
Tractor and breaking plow. With Nellie on the 
tractor and Otto walking behind the plow, they 
broke land. The good years passed quickly 
and then the “dirty, dry thirties” were upon 
them. The family milked over 30 cows by 
hand. In November, 194 something stamp- 
eded the cattle over the Blindman River bank 
and 30 head perished before they were found, 
as they had been trapped by the ice. 

In the fall of 1919 the LFA. and the 
U.F.W.A. were formed, Otto held office for many 
years in the U.F.A. They always had a social 





hour or some form of entertainment after lunch 
and at one particular meeting, held at the Ear! 
Huckill home in 1927, they listened to the radio 
for an hour. In the summer the U.F.W.A. organ- 
ized picnics and barn dances for the entertain- 
ment, always thinking about building a hall. Ole 
J, Hedemark donated land to build a hall and in 
11931 it materialized. Day after day, Otto drove a 
team 31 miles and worked on the hall. Finally, 
the grand opening! Ben Reiswig - the bouncer, 
Earl Huckill, floor manager. Many good times 
were had at the Aspelund Hall 

(Otto was Councillor from 1981 until 1939, 
when this municipality was known as the M.D. of 
Crown. He was Reeve for years and also served 
on the first hospital board. He promoted the 
gravelling of the main road west of Blackfalds in 
1938, 

‘Nellie was a Charter Member of the Blind- 
man Helping Hand which was organized in 
1920. She enjoyed the quilting bees and doing 
fancy work for the club. 

In 1948 the farm was sold to Harry, and Otto 
and Nellie retired to Red Deer where Otto built 
houses to occupy his time. They both belonged 
to the Friendship Club in Red Deer. They en- 
joyed driving back frequently to visit family and 
friends in the old neighborhood. 

Otto and Nellie celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary May 11, 1959 with a 
dinner for their six children and families. 

Mr. and Mrs. W.S. (Dorothy) Thompson ~ 
Bernice, Bev, Doris & Roy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward (Doris) Wesslen- Shir- 
ley & Larry. 

Mr. and Mrs. Glen Hueppelsheuser - David 
Gail & Laurie. 

Mr. and Mrs. Merlin Hueppelsheuser - Den- 
nis & Virginia. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hueppelsheuser - 
Juanita, Arlene & Conrad. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hueppelsheuser - Lyn, 
Dawn & Margaret. 

Our mother passed away December 27, 
1965; our dad July 11, 1967. The children and 
their spouses get together once a year in De- 
‘cember and have a memorial supper in memory 
of their parents. 


HUNTER, FRED FAMILY 
By Lloyd Hunter 


The George Hunter family emigrated from 
the Manitoulin Island area of Ontario and came 


George Hunter 


killed in action 
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to the Didsbury district in 1907, homesteading 
thirty-five miles east of Didsbury. There were 6 
boys and 2 girls - Fred, Tom, Charlie, Wil, 
George, John, Sara and Ennie. 

Fred, in his travelling used a horse and 
buggy and bought grain and hay for Strong and 
Dallar in the Didsbury district. He tried to farm 
in the Bowden district and worked in a creamery 
for some3 years. He then moved to Rockyford in 
1916 and was a grain buyer for Parrish and 
Heimbecker Grain Co. In 1923 he sold insurance 
for Great West Life Insurance Co. 

1925 was the start of the Alberta Wheat Poo! 
Elevator Company and Fred was stationed at 
Leo, Alta,, and Tudor, before being transferred 
to Bentley, in 1928. 

After his wife, Edna, died in May 1948, he 
moved to Calgary, where he lived for 4 years, 
and died in May, 1954, 

There were 5 boys in the Hunter family, 
Herbert Edwin, Wilbert Lloyd, George Freder- 
ick, John James and Norman Ernest. Herbert 
was born in Didsbury, July 8, 1907, taking his 
schooling in Rockyford. From 1980 to 1932, he 
was a temporary reliet man for Calgary Power 
and worked in the same capacity until 1939 





Mr. & Mrs, Fred Hunter and family 
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when he joined the company full time. He lived 
in Gleichen, Bassano and Wetaskiwin and was 
named District Manager in Holden, moving to 
Camrose in 1953 as Division Supervisor, living 
there, until his death in March, 1970. 

Wilbert was born October 3, 1909 at Ste- 
rling, Alberta and took his schooling in Rocky- 
ford. He moved to Bentley with his parents in 
1928 and worked for various farmers in the dis- 
trict. He married and moved to Lacombe district 
and worked for the Archie Chiswell family for 7 
years. After that they moved to Acme, where 
they worked on a farm for 8 months and in the 
summer of 1948 moved to Medicine Hat, work- 
ing for the city until retirement in October 1974, 
After he retired, they moved to Creston, living 
there for 4 years. When Annie suffered a stroke 
they moved back to Medicine Hat. Annie died in 
1980 and Wilbert is living in a retirement home 
there. 

‘John was born June8, 1914 at Didsbury and 
took his schooling at Didsbury and Bentley. He 
worked at various jobs around Bentley and 
moved to Medicine Hat in 1941, where he ob- 
tained work with the Canadian Pacific Railway 
fas a baggage outlet service man. He was trans- 
ferred to Calgary with the same position. In 1944 
he joined the army as a corporal and was dis- 
‘charged October 26, 1946. He returned to work 
for the C.P.R. until his retirement in November 
1978 and still resides in Calgary. 

George took his school in Rockyford and 
Bentley and worked for various farmers until 
enlisting with the Calgary Highlanders. He was 
killed in action over France in 1944. He was born 
August 16, 1922 at Didsbury. 

Norman was born in Calgary, March 25, 
1917 and married Irene Douglas and they lived 
in Red Deer, Medicine Hat and Hussar, prior to 
moving to Swift Current, Sask. and was Ma- 
ager of the Greyhound Bus depot at the time 
of his death December 25, 1964 





HUNTER, GORDON ALEXANDER, 
By Gordon A. Hunter 

| was born at Barons, Alberta, Dec. 23th 
+1919, the fifth son of Thomas and Jessie Hunter. 
| began my education at the Barons School and 
continued at Bentley when my parents moved to 
the area in 1929. In 1935 | moved with the family 
to the Wenham Valley district north-east of Win- 
field, | returned to Bentley to work for farmers in 
that area. 








Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Hunter with Earl, Lee and Lorraine 


While working in the Bentley area | met El- 
sie Zimmerman of Sylvan Lake. On April 13th, 
1940 we were married at the home of Elsie’s 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Zimmerman. 
‘The first four years of our marriage were spent in 
the Lacombe and Bentley district 

‘On July 26th, 1942, our son, Earl Wesley, 
was born in the Bentley Hospital. On Dec. 13th, 
1944, | entered the armed forces in Calgary. 
Henceforth from early 1945 my wife and son 
took up residence in Sylvan Lake, which has 
been our home ever since. 

| served with the Royal Canadian Artillery 
out of Calgary, Camp Shilo at Portage La 
Prairie, and the P.O.W, camp at Lethbridge; re- 
ceiving my discharge in 1946. 

(On Aug. 28th, 1945, our daughter, Lorraine 
Gail, was born, and on August 24th, 1947, our 
youngest son, Lee Ross, was born 

Our son, Earl, is a heavy duty mechanic and 
presently is an instructor employed by Amax 
Mining Co. at Kitsault, 8.C. He married Frances 
Hartung of Langenburg, Sask. in December, 
4970. 

‘Our daughter, Lorraine, married Brian 
Biette in November, 1965. They make their 
home in Bassano, where Brian is employed 
with Pan Canadian Oil and Gas Co. He is also 
fe Fire Chief in Bassano. They have three 
daughters and one son. 

Lee married Wilma Schaay, R.N., of Cal- 
gary, in June, 1968. He is employed with the 


Royal Bank and presently is manager of the 
Drumheller branch. They have one daughter 
and one son. 

Iam employed with Gulf Services in Red 
Deer. For 30 years | have been with the Volun- 
teer Fire Dept. in Sylvan Lake. Most of that time 
Ihave served as Fire Chief, and presently | am 
President of the Alberta Provincial Fire Chiefs’ 
Association, 





Hur 





R, THOMAS FAMILY 
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Church which was on the main street. The min- 
ister at that time was Rev. D. Howarth. Dr. Henry 
was the doctor and the medical service was 
good. The druggist’s name was Johnson. 

The Hunters’ neighbors were Henry Pico, 
Jack Rae, Blaine Hutton and Ed. Chowen, 

‘The three younger boys were in scouts and 
Lillian was in C.G.1. 

The family attended church and schoo! pro- 
grams and enjoyed skating on the river on Fri- 
day and Saturday nights and also enjoyed sleigh 





Mr. & Mrs, Tom Hunter and family 


Tom and Jessie Hunter and family came to 
Bentley on March 26, 1929 to what was known as 
the Ray Miles place, one-half mile west of Ben- 
tley. 

The family consisted of 

John, 19 years, now of the Breton district - 
retired. 

George, 17 years, now of Rimbey - retired. 

Tommy. 14 years, deceased March 3, 1980, 

Lillian, 12 years, now Mrs, John Reid of 
Bentley. 

Roy, 10 years, now of Bentley. 

Gordon, 8 years, now of Syivan Lake. 

The family came from Barons, Alberta, be- 
cause of crop failures. They had only two crops 
in 10 years. 

Things were much better at Bentley, includ- 
ing food and clothing. Farming was done with 
horse-drawn machinery, which was kept in 
good condition. The method of travel was by 
horses and wagon or a Model T car. 

‘The four younger ones attended schoo! at 
Bentley, which was superior to the school in 
Barons and the family attended the United 


riding by horse and sleigh. 
Tom and Jessie Hunter are both deceased 
and are buried in the Bentley Cemetery, 


HUTCHISON, ROBERT FAMILY 
By Harry Hansen 





Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hutchison 








remo Hutchison 


Bob Hutchison came with family from Du- 
luth, Minnesota, about 1897 and spent a couple 
of years in Wetaskiwin, where they had friends 
and relatives. 

They came to the Gull Lake areain 1899and 
built their log buildings on the same trail that 
Norman Ross was on, in the middle of S.E. 24- 
40-1-5. Born and raised in the Owen Sound dis- 
trict of Ontario, they had some farming 
experience before migrating to Duluth, where 
Bob was a streetcar operator. 

‘The Hutchisons had two daughters, May 
and Edna and a son, Premo. 

After a few years on the homestead, Bob 
took a job as foreman for John Shirkey of the 
Rainy Creek district. Mr. Shirkey was a Provin- 
cial road building contractor. This meant the 
Hutchisons had to move to Rainy Creek, where 
‘accommodation was provided. Mrs. Hutchison 
‘cooked for the road crew and Edna and Premo 
attended the Carritt school, 

They were back on the farm again about 
3904 and built a two-storey frame house and 
later a modern barn and hog house. 

The Hutchisons were good farmers and 
were one of the first to grow Marquis wheat, 
They also did well in the hog business, and also 
drove a nice driving team and buggy. Premo 
bought one of the early McLaughlin-Buick cars 
and later an early model Ford. 

Bob and Premo both worked on the 
McPherson threshing outfit, Bob as separator 
man and Premo as fireman and sometimes as 
engineer. 

Land prices soared during the first World 
War and many homesteaders sold. In 1919 the 
Hutchisons sold for the unheard price of $60 per 











acre, had an auction sale and moved to North 
Vancouver, where Bob and Mrs. Hutchison 
spent the rest of their lives 

May had married a man by the name of 
Shantz and some of their descendants still jive in 
Wetaskiwin. Edna married soon after moving to 
the coast. Premo joined the Provincial Police 
Force and served until his retirement. He and his 
wife live at Nanaimo, on Vancouver|sland. They 
have made several trips back to visit and Premo 
still likes to talk about the early days in Alberta. 


HUTTON, J.B. FAMILY 
By Norva Landry 


James Russel (J.R.) Hutton, born April 8 
1854 and Sarah Jane Armstrong, born February 
27, 1854, both in Ontario. J.R. left home at an 
early age and worked as a cowhand in Wis- 
consin, Texas and Montana, He actually rode 
the “Chisholm Trail”. He did some telegraphy 
work but eventually took a homestead near 
Rock Creek, Wyoming. He then went back to 
marry Sarah Jane, who had been widowed and 
was living In the Smith Falls area of Ontario. 








Ray and Fay Hutton wedding picture - 1919 



















‘They spent the next years building up their 
ranch and raising their family of Bertha, Free- 
man Blaine and Ray. Sarah's boy, by her first 
marriage, died soon after being sent back East 
to be educated. 

In 1909 they sold their ranch toa man who. 
wanted to make it into a dude ranch and it re- 
mains that to this day. 

J.R. had his cousin, George Hutton of Hut- 
ton and Mooney Real Estate of Lacombe buy 
some land for him in the Bentley area and they 
arrived at the land, sight unseen. It consisted 
of a half-section south of town, Nié 15-40-1-5 
and a quarter 2 miles east of town S.£.1%4 25- 
40-1-5, which Ray later bought and on which 
he raised his family, 

‘The Huttons settled on their place south of 
town, where Bill Allan now lives. There were 
buildings up near the road, where the Urich 
Bros. had lived, and the Huttons lived there until, 
in 1912 or 1913, they bullt a comfortable home 
west on the brow of the river valley and had a 
beautiful view of the valley. The property was 
sold to Edwin Chowen some years later and the 
house was moved back up to the east side of the 
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quarter and remodelled, and was later sold to 
the Allan family. 

Bertha, the oldest was born October 5, 1888 
and was a school teacher in some of our local 
schools. She taught at Sunset, Stephenson, 
Lockhart and Gull Lake, among others. In June 
1913 she married Ray Miles. Her more recent 
history is recorded under the Miles family, 

F. Blaine, born August 2, 1880, farmed with 
his father and then carried on with the home 
place and cared for his mother after J.R. died 
in August 1928 After his mother died, he 
made a cash-trade deal with Edwin Chowen 
and moved to N.W.%4 13-40-1-5, now owned 
by Onille Ellsworth and family. Blaine farmed 
there until after the war, when he sold out in 
August, 1946, married Daizie Curtis and 
moved to Ladner, 8.C. Fifteen very contented 
years followed but she died in July 1961 anda 
year or so later he married Lena Shaw, who 
died in 1971. Blaine moved into the Zion 
Lodge in Cloverdale, where he lived until his 
death in February, 1878, 

Ray, the youngest, finished his education in 
Bentley and assisted on the farm. On February 








Mr. & Mrs. JR, Hutton, Blaine, Ray and Bertha 
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19, 1919 he married Zella Faye Nicholson and 
they took over the farm 2 miles east of Bentley. 

Their son, Lee was born in April 1920; daughter 
Norva in November 1923, in Nurse Curtis hos- 
pital with Dr. Locke in attendance, and their 
youngest daughter, Gwen was born December 
5, 1932, Al three children took their basic edu: 

cation in Bentley and each left home in turn. 

Faye died in December, 1953 and Ray moved 
to Vancouver, A couple of years later he mar- 
ried Holly Nance, the mother of his son-in-law, 

Bob Livingstone. She died slightly over a year 
later. A few years later he married Norma 
Long. She stil lives in Vancouver but Ray died 
January 5, 1967. 

Lee, after serving in the R.C.AF., married 
and has been employed by the Dept. of Educa- 
tion in Quebec ever since. He is now with the 
McGill faculty and they have 2 sons. 

Norva, after serving in the R.C.A.F., married 
Joe Landry and lived in various parts of Canada 
‘on military bases, They have four sons and a 
daughter and now live back in Bentley. 

Gwen married Bob Livingstone in No- 
vember, 1951. Although his work was in all parts 
of Alberta they, to0, are now settled in the Ben- 
tley area, 


HARPER, THOMAS, FAMILY 
By Norma Dickau 


Tom Harper was born in Sackville, N.B.Asa 
young man his footsteps turned west and he 
arrived in Alberta in 1911, where he worked in 
sawmills. 

In 1914 he worked at the North West Milling 
Company in Red Deer and boarded with Mr. & 
Mrs. French, who were the parents of Mrs, Henry 
Peterson. Here he met Alice Blish, as she 
worked at the boarding house for the Frenches. 








The mill closed in 1917 and later that spring 
‘Tom and Alice were married. As the war was on 
Tom joined the army, but the war ended before 
he was ready to go overseas, 

The Harpers settled in Calgary where Tom 
worked at a sawmill. Their children; Chesley, 
now of White Rock, B.C., and Norma of Bentley, 
and Jean who died in infancy, were born in 
Calgary. 

Later the family moved to Lumberton, B.C 
for a time, and from there to Bentley, where 
Chesley and Norma lived for several years with 
their grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. John Blish. 

‘Tom was janitor of the Bentley schools, the 
United Church and the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church, as well as the Community Hall, and was 
also caretaker of the Bentley Cemetery. He was 
very thorough in his work and took a great deal 
of pride in whatever he did. 

Chesley, following completion of school, 
took a business course in Calgary and worked at 
Black Diamond, doing clerical work. In 1943 he 
joined the Air Force, and after being sent dow 
East, he was posted overseas to England. Dur 
ing his service there he met Joan Merrill of Lon- 
don and in 1946 they were married, returning to 
Canada later that year. They made their home 
fora number of years in North Vancouver, where 
Chesley continued in offices as a secretary. 
They raised a family of four, all living in B.C. 
Chesley and his wife now live at White Rock, 
enjoying semi-retirement 

Not ma worked for her grandfather in the 
store during schoo! holidays and upon finishing 
school she worked full time in the store and part 
time in the Post Office for her Aunt Lily. In 1946 
she married Roy Dickau and raised six children 
on their farm north of Bentley. 

‘Tom Harper passed away at Bentley in 1962 
and Alice died in Vancouver in 1975. 
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INGRAM, JOHN 
By Maude Ingram 

John was born in Missouri in 1894. He left 
‘Missouri about 1910 or 191 1 and worked his way 
‘west through Kansas and up to Pueblo, Colo- 
rado, where brother Bill was living and they 
worked in the railroad roundhouse. Another 
brother, Art, also came there and he stayed but 
Bill and John left to work their way to Canada, 
‘They worked at Cripple Creek and on up to 
Stone City, cutting marble slabs, There they met 
Clara Riddle’s folks and as she was up in the 
Bentley district they decided to find them. Cla- 
ra's sister, Hazel, was married to Arch Kincheloe 
and they lived in the Chapel district. The broth- 
fers worked their way on to Great Falls and by 
then had enough money to buy a ticket to Cal- 
gary, then on to Lacombe. 

John had 50¢ when he landed in Lacombe, 
March, 1913 but got a job for two weeks with 
Johnny Jones’ family east of Lacombe. Clar- 
tence Riddle came into Lacombe to get him, as 
brother Bill was at the Riddles. John’s first job 
was with Ben Hicks. Later he got a job with 
Vanstone and Rogers in North Battleford, work- 
ing with purebred horses for four years. 

Later he bought some cattle and pastured 
them west of Rimbey with Mike Uhl. Cattle pri- 
ces dropped sharply in 1919 and he lost alot of 
money. 

Brother Lafe was here by this time and they 
bought a quarter of land west of Bil’s quarter, 
farmed with him and worked out. Lafe left later 
for Missouri, so John bought him out, farmed 
awhile and worked out 

In 1931 John and | (Maude) were married 
land moved on to my place in 1933, where we 
stayed until 1964, We moved to Bentley that 
year, where we lived until his passing in 1971 
and where | still live 

‘Our daughter, Florrie, is Mrs. Alfred Skjons- 
berg and has three children, Curtis, Roxanne 
and Norman. 





John and Mouee Ingram - 1950 


Our son, Leonard lives in Rimbey and mar- 
ried Muriel ‘Dentman. They have two sons, 
Randy and Lorne. 


INGRAM, WILLIAM FAMILY HISTORY 
By Ellamae Gunn 
William (Bill) Ingram was born in 1890 in 
Missouri, U.S.A. to Oliver Ingram and Lydia 
(Roark). He left home in 1906 to ‘see the 
world,” working his way northward toward Ca- 
nada through the wheatfields and railroads of 
Kansas, the Cherokee Nation and cattle ran- 
ches of Oklahoma, the Santa Fe railroad and 
the gold mines of Cripple Creek, Colorado. 
He skinned mules on a railroad grade in Idaho 
and dug ditches in Butte, Montana, his eye 
forever on the beckoning 49th parallel. 
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In Great Falls, a stone's throw from the 
border, he was so broke he had to sell his 
overalls, but finally in the fall of 1913 in such 
cold, said Bill, "You could freeze your face in 


August," he crossed onto Canadian soil with 
his brother John. In the early winter of 1914 
they headed north from Calgary to visit two 
old Colorado friends, Walt Riddle and Arch 
Kincheloe who were farming in the Bentley 
district. 

They liked it and stayed, working around 
the Forshee, Bentley and Rimbey districts. Bill 
went to work for Mr. Raymond, the father of 
Azor, (Ike) Raymond, on his Forshee farm, 
About 1818, with money jingling in his pocket, 
he bought from the Hudson Bay Co. one-quar- 
ter of land one mile due west of the village of 
Forshee and in his spare time, cleared it by 
hand, built a shack and planted his first crop. 
By 1921, with money he earned ‘working out’ 
he bought a team of mules, some machinery 
and built a two-storey farm house, a barn and 
corral. His brother John lived with him here for 
awhile and their young sister Lucy was chief 
cook and bottle-washer. 





Farm home of Wiliam and Mary Ingram - 1921, 


During these years he earned the nick- 
name ‘Steamboat Bill, (compliments of Pearl 
Raymond | believe) in honor of the speed and 
accuracy of his long right ‘pitching’ arm when 
he played for the famous Centreview baseball 
team. Some teammates were his brother John, 
Ike Raymond, Charlie Brown, Arch Kincheloe, 
and Lorne Craig. 

Bill married the former Mary Wine of 
Bentley and they settled on the Forshee farm, 
raising, among other things, seven kids. Mary 
was an active member of the Forshee W.I. self 





‘educated and well-read. Bill was active in the 
ULF.A. and the C.C-F, always eager fora rousing 
political argument and a chance to tell stories. 

He was especially loved by the kids whom 
he'd load into his old model-T and bounce 
along the country roads to ball tournaments at 
Outlet and Chapel schools, never failing to 
stop at Ambrose Montalbett’s Forshee store 
for a big sack of candy to please the noisy 
gang. He was a member of the Forshee Com- 
‘munity Hall Board and was often called into 
active service as a ‘bouncer,’ at the dances 
when revellers got out-of-hand on Joe Mont- 
gomery's home-made hootch. 

He had a talent for play-writing, drama 
and humorous skits and I'm sure many old 
timers will remember his performances on the 
stage of the Forshee Hall. He was an expert 
fisherman and hunter, never failing to bring 
home moose, deer and elk from the annual 
hunt. | stil cart stand the taste of moose-meat 
but to this day | love the feel and smell of 
moose-hide moccasins. 

Mary was born in 1898 on a farm at Wa- 
ter Glen near Ponoka, to John Meiszter and 
Anna (Gauzer). When her father was killed in 
1899 in a coalmine accident at Canmore, Al- 
berta, her mother, Anna, moved the family 
back to the farm. it was there she married a 
neighbour, Steve Wine. They moved to Calga- 
ry, Nordegg and then to Bentley where they 
settled on a farm in the Sunset Hills. Her sis- 
ter, Annie Jahelka, and her brothers, Frank 
and Louie live at Bentley. Her brother, Joe 
Meiszter lived there after his fruit farm at Re- 
ata, B.C, was sold in 1965 to make way for 
the Mica Dam. Joe died in 1978. 

Bill and Mary sold their Forshee farm to a 
neighbour, Ralph Brown, in 1961 and retired to 
Bentley, Bill died in 1977 at the age of 86, 
Mary lives at the Rimbey Parkland Manor 
where she says there are never enough hours 
in the day to create the many and varied hand- 
crafts she is so noted for. Hundreds of her in- 
tricately designed crochet patterns grace the 
homes of friends and relatives across the 
country. 

Their family are scattered across western 
Canada. Ethel married Willy Jaffray of 
Lockhart, where they farmed until they built 
the Balmoral Cafe in Bentley in the early 60's. 
They now live in Summerland, B.C. where 
Willy finally has time to go fishing! Their chil- 


ren are: Donald of Hinton; Dennis of Black- 
falds; Diann Szumluz and Derick of Calgary. 

Margaret married Ed Melnyk of Van- 
couver who worked for McMillan-Bloedell until 
retirement last year to Powell River, B.C. Their 
children are: Mary Gowans, Darlene and Larry 
of Vancouver. 

Lydianne married Art Drader of Rimbey. 
They and their children, Ellen Nicholson, 
Phyllis Straathof and Randal all live at Powell 
River, B.C. where Art, now retired, spent thirty 
years at the pulp and paper plant. 

Erie married Jenny Holmen of Bentley 
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who operated a Ladies’ Wear Store there for 
awhile. Their children; Richard, Neil and Au- 
drey all live near their parents in Edmonton. 

Ellamae married James Gunn of Rimbey 
who operates a Mens’ Wear Store in Provost, 
Alberta. Their four daughters, Linda, Brenda, 
Louise and Valeen all live in Edmonton. 

Lucy married Max VandenBrink of Red 
Deer. They lived in Australia for two years 
where their oldest daughter Susan was born. 
Then back to Red Deer where their children 
Susan, Tony, Jim, Cheryl and Miriam make 
their home. 





JAFFRAY, ARTHUR & JEAN 


‘Arthur Jaffray came to the Lockhart district 
around 1910, from Scotland. He spent the early 
years working on the railroad and improving his 
homestead. His brother, James, had gone back 
to Scotland in 1913 to bring back his bride and 
Arthur's future wife 

Jean Scott came to Alberta with the James 
Jatfrays arriving on June 16th. Arthur and Jean 
were married in Lacombe that day. Aunty Jean 
laughingly tells of having to milk the cow on the 
eve of her arrival here; which she hadn't done in 
Scotland. 

Mrs. Jaffray spent some time cooking for 
the railway men, She ran the Lockhart Post Of- 
fice for several years; the children often stopped 
for mail on their way home from school, 

‘Arthur and Jean didn't have any children of 
their own, but they were known as Aunty Jean 
and Uncle Arthur to every child in the district. 
Their home was often filled with young people. 
‘Aunty Jean’s delight was in giving gifts for all or 
any occasions. | remember her giving alittle girl 
a dollar because she could sit so nicely on her 
horse. 

Aunty Jean was a lifetime member of the 
Lockhart Ladies Club. 

‘Arthur Jaffray passed away in August, 1961 
Aunty Jean lived on the farm until she sold it in 
1963, at which time she moved to Rimbey. She 
passed away there in August, 1970. 


JAFFRAY, JAMES WEBSTER 


By James Jaffray, Jr. and Mabel Ellestad 

‘James Webster Jaffray was born in Aber- 
deen shire, Scotland, Oct. 19th, 1881, He emi- 
grated to Canada in 1905. He worked on a dairy 
farm in Bellingham, Wash., and in the logging 
mills at Arrowhead, B.C. 

His first love had always been farming, sohe 
returned to Lacombe with the intention of filing 
for a homestead. He learned the land office was 
in Red Deer so he walked from Lacombe to Red 


Deer, arriving about 2:30 in the morning, to be 
there when the land titles office opened. 

The homestead in the Lockhart district had 
very heavy brush, so the first task was to brush 
enough space for a log house to be built, 

In 1912, at the Winnipeg station, on his way 
back to Scotland he heard of the sinking of the 
Titanic. 

In 1913 he married Margaret Thomsen in 
Scotland and they returned to the homestead, 

For five years the closest railway was La- 
‘combe, thirty miles away. When pigs were ready 
for market, it was one day going and stay in 
Lacombe overnight, returning the next day with 
the necessary provisions. 

All winter Jim freighted lumber from 
McPherson's mill to Lacombe and brought back 
groceries for the mill and McPherson's store. 

Maggie stayed on the homestead, cared for 
the children, milked the cows, and fed the lives- 
tock. In this way they were able to buy enough 
lumber to build a house in 1920, 

They were both very active in community 
affairs. Maggie was faithful as a member of the 
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Women’s Institute, She also sang at all com- 
munity gatherings. 

Jim served on the council of the Municipal 
ity of Lorne from 1918 to 1928; on the Lockhart 
‘School board; the Lockhart Church board; and 
the Lockhart Hall board. 

In 1945 they retired to Red Deer, where they 
resided until Maggie passed away in 1961. Jim 
spent five years at the Senior Citizens Lodge in 
Lacombe, and two years inthe Rimbey Auxiliary 
Hospital. He passed away in 1968, 

Jim and Maggie had three children, 


JAMES, the oldest, married Gladys Sol 
berg. They lived on the family farm until they 
retired to Red Deer. They have five children. 
‘Their oldest girl, Beverly, is married to Duane 
Young, She is @ nurse at the Islay Hospital 
near Marwayne. Their second daughter, Sha- 
ron, married Ed Checknita. She is a nurse at 
the Foothills Hospital in Calgary. Their third 
daughter, Lynn, is married to Greg Markowski 
She is a nurse at the University Hospital, Ed- 
‘monton. Their oldest son, Leslie, works in Cal- 
gary. Their second son, Lyle, is married to Sh- 
erry Millard, He works for Alberta Gov't. Tele- 
phones in Red Deer. 

EDITH, the eldest daughter, married 
Wilfred Strongstad, and has lived in Vancouver 
for thirty-eight years. They have two children, 
Albert whe works in Vancouver, and Lynn who 
married George Duda, She isa legal secretary in 
Vancouver. 


MABEL, the second daughter, married Nor~ 
man Ellestad. They now reside in Blackfalds. 
They have three children. The eldest daughter, 
Faye, married Bill Read. Sheisa stenographer in 
Lethbridge, Brenda, the youngest still resides at 
home and is in Grade 12 this year. Terry, their 
only son, married Cathy Neuman. Hes a build- 
ing inspector for Abugov and Sunderland in 
Calgary. They live in Airdrie. 





JAFFRAY, WILLIAM SR. FAMILY 
By Nellie Healing (Jaffray) 

‘The Jaffray family left Scotland on June 8, 
1921, We sold our farm, cattle, horses, farm im- 
plements and household furniture in May and 
took the train from Aberdeen to Liverpool and 
sailed from there on the Empress of France. We 
paid more for passage on a larger ship as we 
thought we wouldn't get seasick but Sandy was 
the only one that didn’t get sick and he didn’t 








give us any trouble but just lay In his bunk and 
sucked his bottle. We were on the ship forabout 
a week after we recovered. Dad played the ac- 
cordian and there were a few Scottish people 
‘aboard so we danced and it helped to pass the 
time. 


Dad had decided we should come to Can- 
‘ada as all his brothers and sisters had come 
earlier. His brother, Bob, had come back from 
Canada so travelled back with us. There was @ 
relative of the Frasers aboard, too, but he 
didn't like Canada so didn't stay long. 

‘As our ship came up the St. Lawrence river, 
the grass looked so green and all the buildings 
looked so lovely and white amongst the trees 
and it was a welcome change after seeing no- 
thing but water for so long. 

When we landed in Quebec the men went to 
see if they could get us something to eat and 
they got lost as they couldn't speak a word of 
French. They hadn't told me they were going so! 
was left with § children, Willie 11 yrs. old; Jim- 
mie, 8; Helen 6; Jean 3 and Sandy 1 year and 2 
months. The immigration people came and 
asked me what { had in the suitcases and | told 
them nothing but clothes. Themen finally found 
their way back with the sweat pouring down 
their faces. The train going west was about to 
leave and our trunks hadn't been checked so 
Dad gave one of the officials a few dollars and 
we boarded the train and headed West. The train 
stopped lust out of Quebec so I went to a groc- 
ery store and got something to eat on the train as 
we had to cook our own meals. A place was 
provided for cooking so we were very lucky to 
get @ smoking compartment for all the family, 
and we had our own blankets, 

We were very happy to arrive in Lacombe 
after our long train journey and there we saw our 
first Indians. 

‘There was a farm for sale in the Lockhart 
district, which we bought from a man named 
Ollie Micklemere. It was just across the road 
from Dad's oldest sister, Jeanie, (Mrs. Strachan) 
and they ran the Calkins Valley Post Office. We 
settled down there and built our house below 
the hill on the side of the road. The old building 
site was a half mile up the hill but we had lived 
beside the road in Scotland so decided to build 
there. We lived with Alec Jaffray, Dad's brother, 
50 we bullt a granary to live in until we got a 
house built. As we had some land broken, we 
needed the granary. Those were the days when 





Five Jaffray brothers Alick, Jim, Bil Bob and Arthur-al 
deceased 


we had Jim Robson and the big steam thresher 
with twenty men to cook for. Later we got a 
smaller machine. 

When Willie and Jamie got older and were 
willing to work they cleared ditches for the Mu- 
nicipelity and were able to buy land next tous. It 
was known as the Smith place. They each had 
eighty acres. Carl Golin, a neighbor of ours, 
hadn't any sons so Jimmie rented three quarters 
from him and used our machinery. 

| joined the W.I. and we had some very good 
times and lots of fun. | was sent to Calgary as 
official delegate and that seems so tong ago. 
Mrs. Jim Jaffray went with me one year and Mrs. 
Raiph Wiese another. 

‘All Dad's brothers and sisters, Bob, Alec, 
Arthur, Jeannie and Hattie, with their wives and 
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husbands, lived near us and we took turns going 
to each others places for Christmas dinner, 
when the children were all small, One Christmas 
we were going to Bob's and the snow was so 
deep we had to take to the side of the road witha 
team and large sleigh, with lots of straw and 
blankets, During the afternoon a blizzard blew 
up and we had to stay all night. We had picked 
up Auntie Jean and Uncle Arthur on the way so 
they had to stay too and the house was really 
‘crowded. The rest of the families lived nearer so 
they were able to get home. When we arrived 
home the next day everything was frozen solid, 
‘There was no power in those days so we man- 
aged with kerosene lamps until we got a gas 
lamp. 


| lived on the farm for thirty years and al- 
ways cooked and baked with coal and wood but 
was always able to make lovely bread and buns. 


‘After thirty years on the farm, Sandy bought, 
it through the Soldier Settement Board and Dad 
and | moved to Bentley and lived there for the 
next twenty years, next door to Mr. & Mrs. Ted 
George. Dad died September 25, 1965 at the age 
of 92 and later | moved to the Senior Citizen's 
Lodge in Lacombe. A few years later | married 
Frank Healing and he passed away in July 1979. 
I have been here almost nine years and there 
isn't another place | would rather be. 

Willie and Ethel live in Summerland, B.C. 
Jimmie and Elsie near Rimbey; Helen and Law- 
rence Winter in Oliver, B.C.; Jean and Roy 
Henderson in Oliver; Sandy and Hazel live on 
the old home place; Gladys and Ernest Holmen 
in the Bentley district; Kathleen and Elmer Os- 
tlund in Calgary and Harry and Frances in Rim- 
bey. Beth married Harry Solberg and she died 8 
years ago. Most of my family married Norwegi- 
ans as there weren't enough Scotch to go 
around 


JAMES, CAPTAIN AS. 
By Sid Thompson 


The N.E. quarter of 20-39-1-8 was home- 
steaded by John Bigam. A dwelling was built 
and a well drilled, which was about the only 
improvements on the place. John gave up the 
farm to work on the Northern Alberta Railway. 

Some people by the name of McConnell 
lived on the farm for a while, Mrs, McConnell 
was a small person and very quick in her move- 
ments and a great berry picker. Saskatoons 
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were very plentiful on the placeand she enjoyed 
picking them. 

‘Several families lived on this farm for short 
periods of time and the next owner was an Eng- 
lishman by the name of Captain James, an of- 
ficer of some rank in the British Army. His wife 
and family had a three-storey dwelling on the 
‘south side of the quarter, with a very nice view of 
the lake. The boys attended Carritt school, but 
did not mix very well with the rest of the gang. 

‘The Captain -as he was known - hired Frank 
Dallaire from south of Sylvan Lake, witha steam 
outlit, to break a large area of the farm, which 
was very fertile and free from stones, but very 
hilly. Only on the extreme east and west sides of 
the quarter was it level enough to build an old 
type haystack. Henry Stone and sons farmed the 
Jand as the Captain was really not a born farmer. 
He later bought some property just a short dis- 
tance south east of Syivan Lake and a cabin at 
Lower Camp, where they lived for some time 
and eventually returned to England. Their son, 
Lloyd stayed on at Sylvan Lake. 


JASTER, BEN 
By Elmer A. Calkins 

Ben Jaster homesteaded the S.W.-2-41-2- 
W.5th. He was of German descent and came to 
the area in 1906, He had a threshing machine, 
with no blower or self feeder. That was done by 
hand. It used a 12 H.P. DeLaval engine mounted 
ona steel wheel wagon. It was still in use when 
he left the farm in the middle 1940's. Everal 
Neumeier now farms the land 

‘The grain was all put up in sacks as it was 
the only way to keep record of the grain 
threshed. 

The road went by a few yards from his 
house. He always kept a few dogs. They got so 
bad they had to be put away by court action. 

He had two sons, one living in the Peace 
River area and the other in Saskatchewan. 

Ben lived in a home in Innisfail, and several 
years at Condor. No longer able to look after 
himself, he went to Camrose, passing away 
there in his late 80's, in 1960. 


JENSEN-MOORE-MULBACH 
N.E.%4 17-40-28-4 
By Harry Hansen 
This land includes the west 32 acre cor 
rection strip that runs up and down the Sth 
Meridian fine through the province. A man by 








the name of Jensen became the owner of this, 


land, along with the south quarter and strip, 
making a total of three hundred and eighty 
four acres. Jensen built @ frame house about 
1902 or 1903, broke up some small patches 
that he could do with horse power and built a 
barn and granary and acquired some cattle 
and pigs. 

Unfortunately, Mrs. Jensen became a crip- 
ple and their son, Benny, used to wheel his 
mother to visit some of the neighbors. In the fall 
of 1911, my brother Bob and I were on the way 
home from schoo! when we heard Mrs. Jensen 
crying for help. She was alone and had fallen 
from her wheel chair and could not get up. Bob 
and | felt ike real heroes after we had lifted her 
back into her chair and made her comfortable. 

In 1912 the Jensens sold or traded theirland 
and had an auction sale. | understood they went 
back to North Dakota, where they originally 
‘came from 

E.C. and 0.8, Moore became the owners of 
the land, either by barter or purchase, and built a 
lean-to on the house to make it a falr-sized 
house for that time. The land was divided, Esco 
taking the south half and 0.8, the north, 0.8. 
spent a few years on the farm and then rented it 
to Ray Siler, whose family attended Gull Lake 
school. 

About 1916 it was rented to Pete Mulbach, 
who also had a family that attended Gull Lake 
school. Pete later established a dairy farm on 
the south outskirts of Edmonton. 

‘Two men, Swagley and Moss were involved 
in the ownership of the land at different times 
but never lived there. 

In 1918 or 1919, Edd Hansen bought the 
north piece and lived there until 1943, when he 
sold it to Eric McLachlan, Many years later - 
1964-65 - it was sold to Josh Wilkins and Son. 


JOHANNESSEN, BERGER. 
By Selma Bergesen 

Berger Johannessen was born at Tromso- 
sund, Norway, on Feb. 12th, 1887. His father was 
a fisherman, and was lost at sea, leaving his 
widow and six young children, who, after this, 
lived in a small house on the farm of Berger's 
uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Bergesen. 

Berger quit school early to work at the bar: 
rel factory; in order to help support the family. 
He also had another job. Early every morning he 
had to walk about two miles up a mountain to 
‘open the dam on a creek, and every evening 
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walked up to close it. This creek was used for 
operating a power plant at the barrel factory. 
That walk was real tough. | know, as | have 
walked it 

He came to the Bentley district in 1911. He 
made his home with Gerhard Haarstad and his 
wife, who were his aunt and uncle. Then, too, he 
sent money home to his mother. He stayed with 
the Haarstads for eleven years, then bought the 
E.-26-40-2-W.5th., which he built up and 
farmed for many years. 

He seeded mostly barley, which he fed to 
feeder cattle, after harvesting. He never sold 
grain; always fed it. He also always kept enough 
{grain over from one year to the next, for seed, in 
case he had a crop failure. 

He usually kept one or two hired men; and 
several housekeepers; but mostly did his own 
housekeeping. He was very capable, as he 
canned fruit, baked, and even knit mitts, with the 
Norwegian pattern in them, He was always 
ready to give a helping hand, and had many 
friends. 

He passed away on August 1st, 1945, aftera 
lengthy illness. 
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JOHANSON, VICTOR & FAMILY 
By Victoria (Johanson) Motus 

In 1923 my folks emigrated from Sweden, as 
my dad's uncle, Ed Lofgren of Blacktalds, had 
sent back glowing accounts of Canada. With 
two small children, Ragnar, two years, and |, 
four months old, it was an awesome feeing to 
leave home for a strange country. We left Bastu- 
trask, Sweden, in July 1923, and arrived six 
weeks later in Blackfalds, Alberta. We stayed at 
my uncle's place for a month in August, then 
moved to John Hilstads in the Bentley district. 
Dad helped with the farming and Mother helped 
with housework. 

Dad purchased a farm 114 miles west of Hil- 
stads, the N.E.-2-40-2-W.5th, It was heavily co- 
\ered with poplar, so a spot was cleared, and he 
built a log house that served us for 10 years 
before building on an addition. Times were hard 
for many years, but we were never hungry, as 
deer and rabbits were plentiful; also fish from 
Sylvan Lake, 1 miles away. No job was too big 
or too small for them to give it all they had. They 
took our shoes off when they were grubbing 
trees. That way they knew we couldn't get too far 
away, 

After the log house was built itwas essential 
that we had a good supply of water. So he 
bought and made a well drill for himself. He 
drilled water wells for many years, for many 
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people, improving his drilling outfit until it be- 
came a real good water well drill. He also lost a 
few fingers during his water well drilling years. 

Dad learned English sooner than the rest of 
Us, as he was out working with other people. We 
always spoke Swedish at home. When Ragnar 
started school he didn’t know much English, but 
was fortunate in having a teacher who could 
speak Norwegian, and she could communicate 
with him, She was Miss Magda Wold, now Mrs. 
Magda Anderson, of the Condor district. Mom 
and | learned from Ragnar, so when | started 
school next year, | knew a fair amount of Eng- 
lish. Through the years the whole family could 
read and write English. Dad and Mom read a 
great deal in spare moments of time they had. 

Dad and one of our neighbors built half 2 
mile of corduroy road across a swamp, one mile 
north of our place, That made the trail to Bentley 
shorter and easier, as it was 10 miles from our 
place. There were jackfish jumping in the water 
and grass. 

They bought some horses, cows, pigs, and 
chickens, as the years went by. All made life a 
little easier, but we still kept very busy. Mom 
raised many turkeys for sale over many years. 





Victor Johanson 





She was able to do all the chores, s0 Dad could 
get out and work. She milked cows and sold 
Cream to the creamery. It t6ok the best part of a 
day to take the cream to town by horse and 
bugay. 

When we had lived in Ganada for five years, 
Dad applied for naturalization papers, and we 
became Canadian citizens, 

When the time came to build roads, the 
farmers with horses worked on the roads tohelp 
pay taxes. When the roads were fairly passable, 
Dad bought a Mode! T Ford. This was ast trans- 
portation, if you could put up with all the con- 
trary habits of a Model. Mom learned to driveit 
as well 

‘Then Dad figured there should be an easier 
way to cut down trees than chopping and grub- 
bing, so he invented a brush cutter, It worked 
fairly well, except the repairs proved to be too 
costly. He used it for a few years, clearing land 
for himself and others. 

‘A ew years prior to 1995, and after, herana 
sawmill in the winter, so he could acquire 
lumber to build new buildings. In 1995 an adai- 
tion was built to the log house, and that year my 
sister Elizabeth was born. A few years later he 
had sawed enough lumber to build new barn, A 
few barn dances were held, some for the war 
effort and some for Palm Bay hockey club. A 
well known orchestra through the war years was 
Ma Trainer's from Calgary. They played once for 
the war effort at the barn dance. They arrived a 
little earlier and went to Mr. and Mrs. Pete Chris 
tianson’s home, a quarter mile away, to play 
some musical selections for Mrs. Eric Solberg, 
an aged pioneer lady, who lived at her augh- 
ter’s place. There was also one wedding dance 
held atthe barn for Nick and Annie (Anderson) 
Screpnek 

in 1939 Dad purchased a 32 volt wind- 
charger to supply us with electricity, and Mom 
got a 32 vot electric washing machine, the first 
she had ever had. It was a big help to her, as 
there were hired men, and Mom boarded school 
teachers; also looking after an aged widower 
who lived across the road from us. He was Mr. 
Martin Upland Johnson, but we always called 
him Mr. Upland. 

The first telephone lines that Dad helped 
organize were strung on different type poles, 
that were later replaced with more substantial 
ones. Then came rumors of Calgary Power 
availability. Dad believed strongly in betterment 


for people's comfort, including his own, so 
started canvassing the neighbors for prospec- 
tive parties that would be interested in Calgary 
Power. He was able to sign up enough to get the 
line put in, which 1 believe was one of the first 
constructed. He took a course in rural electrifi- 
cation, wrote and passed the exam, and wired 
many farmsteads near and far. 

His main interest in life was farming, and 
learning all he could to make the land produce 
good crops. Farming always came first, and he 
was always ready to try every new type of farm- 
ing procedure, machine, or cropping. He 
bought a threshing machine. The crew was 
comprised mostly of neighbors. He threshed for 
them, and most of all their threshing dues were 
paid in this way. 

He also hired a few Indians on the crew. 
‘Then he bought a combine and did only his own 
crop. 

‘They were able to take their first trip to 
Sweden after the war. He brought back ten 
Pounds of Vega barley, wishing to try it here. It 
‘was passed through customs. He seeded it and 
watched its progress carefully. It proved to be a 
good barley. After a year or two he had enough 
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to seed all his land. They made one more trip 
to Sweden in 1963, 

He also helped many neighbors build their 
houses over the years, and supervised and 
helped build a log chalet at the Medicine Hill Ski 
Club in 1950, Dad also sharpened plow shares, 
doing this in the very early morning, before the 
day got too hot. 

He was elected councillor for the County of 
Lacombe, and served on that council for many 
years until his passing in 1964. 

He was also interested in politics, believing 
in the C.C.F. party and was once asked to be a 
candidate for the Labour Progressive Party in 
the Rocky Mountain House constituency, but 
was defeated. 

When all the land was cleared, and no more 
trees left for wind protection, he decided to plant 
spruce trees and manitoba maples, as a protec- 
tive hedge. He also planted raspberries and 
strawberries, and eventually some apple trees; 
to use up his spare time. 

Our entertainment in the early years were 
the Christmas concerts and the school picnic. 

He was a member of the Elks Lodge, and the 
Wheat Pool, and Dairy Pool. 

Ragnar stayed home and helped with the 
farming, after finishing school. He married Betty 
Britton of the Marianne district in 1948. They 
have four children, Anne, Bernard, Cindy, and 
Valerie, They now live in Salmon Arm, B.C. 

| married Albert Mottus of Withrow, in 1942, 
We have three children, Barry, Brian, and Ken. 
We live at Leslieville. 

Elizabeth married Carl Wood of New Bruns- 
wick in 1987, They have three children, Debo- 
rah, Judy, and Kevin. Elizabeth and Cart live in 
Calgary. 

‘Mother, Signe Johanson, passed away in 
January, 1979. 


JOHNSON, GUS AND CLARA AND FAMILY 
By Christine Mitzner 

Olger Theodore Johnson was the oldest 
son of Martin and Gunhilde Johnson. He was 
born September 2, 1886 in Starbuck, Minnesota, 
Sister Helga was older. They moved to Webster, 
Day County, South Dakota, the following year. 
Sister Alma was born in 1889; brother Julius in 
1897. On June 23, 1889, the family left Rossland, 
South Dakota, after a community picnic, to 
come to Canada, arriving at Bentley, Sep- 
tember, 1900. Sister Helga had married Hans 
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‘Skjonsberg and they moved to Bentley the same 
fall and were their closest neighbors. 

Olger lived with his folks until his marriage 
to Minnie 8. Olson (Haarstad) in 1910. Their 
original home is still standing, although it has 
been vacant since 1964. Two step-children, Nel- 
lie and George Olson, died as teenagers. Olger 
and Minnie raised Gertrude and Edward Olson 
and had six children of their own - Gus, Olga, 
Julia, Grace, George and one daughter who 
died at the age of two years. Gus still farms 
the home place. 

(Olga married Alfred Anderson. They lived 
fon the north half of the Johnson home until 
1956. Their seven children, Janet, Loretta, Les- 
lie, Merlyne, Harvey, Larry and Dianne were all 
born and raised on the farm. Olga is now a 
widow and lives in Eckville. 

Julia married Gordon Anderson in 1933 and 
their story is found elsewhere in this book. 

Grace married Alfred Ellsworth in 1941 and 
their story is also in this book. 

George N. Johnson, born in 1923, lives in 
Los Angeles, California. He never married and 
works for Bell Telephone as a maintenance 
supervisor. 

Gustav Melvin Johnson married Clara And 
erson in 1932 and brought his bride home to live 
with his family. They built their own house on 
the same farm, ' miles west, in 1934. Their eight 
children were all raised there- Christine, Muriel, 
Orvil, Clarence (Buddy), Gloria, Adelie and 
twins, James and Julie, Gus, Clara and James 
still live on the same farm. They moved the Ad- 
ventist church from Bentley and renovated it 
and moved in for Mother's Day, 1980, having 
running water for the first time, although they 
had power since December, 1977, in their old 
house. Gus says he still misses the heat from the 
wood cook stove. 

Gus worked winters in his uncle Julius 
Johnson's sawmill at Hoadley and at Nordegg 
after 1952. He was a sawyer, skidded logs with 
his horse, Tony, and trucked lumber from the 
mill to various lumber yards in central Alberta 
He farmed in the summer. 

The fall of each year saw at least two weeks 
reserved for “Hunting”. Gus followed in his fa~ 
ther's footsteps and, with horses, wagons and 
supplies, trekked north to Hoadley or west to the 
North Saskatchewan river by Rocky Mountain 
House to hunt for moose, elk and deer. Itwas an 
annual, social event for the men, as they went in 
a group, as many as a dozen to a camp. 











Gus and Clara Johnson, Christine, Murietand Onl, 1938 





‘The woman and children kept the farm= 
chores done - pigs and cows fed and cows 
milked. 

Wild game was the daily fare from fall until 
spring thaw. Even then we enjoyed jars of 
‘canned venison - tastier than any beet. After the 
locker plant came to Bentley, we enjoyed frozen 
game all year round. 

Christine Johnson graduated with honors 
from Bentley High School, She married Donald 
Mitzner in 1951 and they moved to Calgary, 
where Donald was a carpenter. Seven children 
were born there: Kathleen, Marilyn, Bruce, 
Brian, Kevin, Cameron and Lawrence. In 1961, 
at five years of age, Brian died of cancer. The 
family moved to a V.L.A, acreage in Strathmore 
in 1965. Daughter Dawn was born in 1966, Do- 
nald died of aheart attack in 1969 and daughter 
Marilyn, at sixeen, died in a house fire in 1970. 
Christine still farms at Strathmore, being active 
in the community, She is president of the Day 


Care Society; treasurer for Meals on Wheels; a 
member of the Hire-A-Student Board; director 
of the Wilderness Ranch Society. She was un- 
successful in her mayoralty bid in 1980. She is 
President of Strath-Cal-Development, Ltd, 
which developed an 80-acre sub-divison in 
Strathmore. Her six children all live at Strath- 
‘more but Dawn is the only one still at home. 

Muriel Johnson married Bill Scotten in 
1996. Their two daughters, Terry Jensen and 
Beth Braseth, live in Edmonton and Bashaw, 
Muriel, Bill and son, Christopher, born in 1976, 
live in Camrose where Bill has his own advertis- 
ing agency - “Impact Advertising”. Muriel was 
secretary-treasurer for the village of Ferintosh 
for seventeen years, while they lived there from 
1962 to 1979. They lostason, Billy, in 1971 anda 
daughter, Christy, in 1975 

Orvil Johnson, born 1936, married Audrey 
Weldon from Lacombe. They live at Olds, Their 
five children are Kathy (Johnson) Clarke, Su- 
san, Valerie, Carrie and Michael. Orvil owns O 
Johnson Enterprises, a well site servicing 
‘company. 

Clarence (Buddy) born 1942, married Carol 
Stoltz in 1965. He died of kidney failure in 1967, 
leaving a six month old son, Jerry, and an 
adopted daughter, Judy, two years. 

Gloria Johnson married Dan Larratt. Gloria 
received her R.N. at Calgary General hospital in 
1965, Their children are Cindy, Blaire and Di- 
anna, They live in Terrace, B.C., where Dan is 
with the R.C.M.P. and Gloria is employed as a 

Adelle Johnson married Garry Imbery and 
they and their two children, Cori and Chad, live 
in the Lake Bonavista area of Calgary, where 
Adelle is employed as a dental hygienist 

Julie Johnson married Cecil Raw in 1969. 
They and their four boys, Greg, Trent, Curtis 
and Adam Gustav, livein Spruce Grove, Alberta, 
where Julie is the area distributor for Amway 
Products. 

James Johnson works for Dome Petroleum 
as a gas plant operator at Caroline. He lives at 
home and helps Gus and Clara on the farm. 

Both Gus and Clara are active on the farm, 
enjoying week-end visits from their children, 
twenty-three grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren. They celebrated their forty-fifth 
‘wedding anniversary in the Bentley Community 
Hall in 1977, with one hundred and forty-seven 
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guests present. One hundred and forty-six were 
related, 

Gus celebrated his seventieth birthday in 
August, 1980. His fiddle playing entertained the 
‘many friends and family who dropped in to wish 
him well 





JOHNSON, LYLE 
By Harry B. Hansen 

Lyle Johnson was a son-in-law of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Hug, Senior, having married Theresa 
Hug about 1946. They moved onto the Fritz 
Ebeling place, the S.W.-9-40-28-W.4th,which 
they bought in 1945. 

‘The house and round barn had been built by 
Fritz in the 1920's. It was occupied by John and 
Eva Ebeling while they were building their ce- 
ment block house on their own farm. Their son, 
John Henry was born there. Fritz, who remained 
a bachelor, had several families, mostly hired 
help, in the house before Lyle and Teresa took 

‘The Lyle Johnsons were energetic people, 
They tore down the famous round barn, and 
renovated the house. They drained the slough 
land; increasing their cultivated land, got some 
chickens and livestock and had a well balanced 
mixed farm, 

They had three sons, Lawrence and the 
twins. 

However, after several years they decided 
to give up farming. Lyle went into the grain ele- 
vator business and transferred to Dawson 
Creek, B.C. where he passed away while still a 
comparatively young man. 

The farm is now occupied by Mr. & Mrs. Eb 
‘Ten Hove, who have a beautiful and modern 
farmstead, 


JOHNSON, MARTIN 

Martin Johnson was born in Norway in 1842 
and settled in the Vig community, west of Ben- 
tley, in 1900, 

He came to America at 27 years of age, and 
settled in Minnesota, where he married Gunda 
Kittleson in 1870, after which they lived in South 
Dakota, before coming to Alberta 

They had three children; a daughter who 
married Hans Skjonsberg; one son, 0.7. John- 
son, and a second son, Julius. 

Martin Johnson passed away in January, 
1928, 
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JOHNSON, OLGER AND MINNIE 
By Gertrude Damron 


Minnie B. Haarstad, second child of Mr. & 
Mrs. Gerhard Haarstad, was born in Minnesota 
(on October 2, 1881, They didn’t live there very 
ong and moved to North Dakota and farmed in 
Ranson County. 

There were four children, Gertrude, 
George, Nellie and Edward, who was two weeks 
old when his father passed away. Minnie lived 
on the farm for a while, having to help care for 
the stock. The same year she moved to the 
home of her uncle, Anton Harstad, to help 
him with his three children, as he was a wid- 
ower. Minnie then cared for seven children 
under school age. 

In December, 1904, Grandpa Gerhard Haar- 
stad came to North Dakota by train to help Min- 
rie move to Canada to live with them. They got 











COlger Johnson after hunting expedition 











lger and Minnie Johnson 0 





to the Harstad farm in time for a Christmas 
‘concert Mrs. Martin Johnson was holding for 
the neighbor children, 

Minnie proved up on her homestead 
S.W.24-40-2-5, at the district court in Wetas 
kiwin on April 21, 1909. On this place was a 
house built where we lived and later we attended 
‘Stephenson school, about two miles east. 

(Olger T. Johnson and Minnie B. Olson were 
married in the Vig Lutheran church by Pastor 
Hansen. They were the first couple to be married 
in the first church in the district. The church 
later burned down but was replaced by the one 
in use now, They lived on Minnie's homestead 
land bought the 8.£.23-40-2-5 and continued in 
mixed farming. Olger’s life was hunting and 
trapping, There was a lot of open land through 
the country and Olger went to Hoadley or 
Rocky Mountain House for big game every fall 

In 1910 Olger got rheumatic fever and was 
in bed most of the winter, andi took its toll in his 
later life, He liked to break horses both to ride 
and drive. 

In 1938 there was a bad electric storm, 
which killed a young horse a few rods from the 
house. Then in 1935 Olger and Minnie were 
milking in the barn when the lightning struck 
and killed both the cows they were milking and 
put both Olger and Minnie out for a few se- 
‘conds, When Olger came to, he went to help 
Minnie who was still down. Olger’s arm was 
never quite right after that and one finger was 
numb. Three hogs which were lying under the 
manger were also killed. 

Olger had a lot of heart trouble before he 
passed away in the 3-way hospital in Rimbey in 
1944, 





Alter Olger passed away, Minnie continued 
to live in her house on the homestead and Olga 
and family lived with her until 1955, Olga and 
family moved away and Gus and Clara moved to 
live with Mother. Mother spent short periods of 
time with her other daughters. In 1965 she 
moved to Bentley to live with Gertrude, until she 
took sick and Dr. McKendrick had her moved to 
the Bentley hospital. He also made arrange- 
ments for her to move to the Lacombe Nursing 
Home. In December, 1965, Mother became very 
ill and Dr. MeKibbon had her moved to the La- 
combe General hospital, where she passed 
away Christmas Eve, December 24, 1966, in her 
ninety-first year. She was buried in the family 
plot at the Vig cemetery by the Lutheran church, 





JUBILEE BAND - 1954 to 1973, 
By Edna Wetzel 
1e Bentley Jubilee Band was organized in 
‘August, 1954, under the sponsorship of the Ben: 
tley and District Board of Trade and the Bentley 
B.P.O.E, Lodge #318, who gave financial help to 
get the band started. The committee members in 
charge of the band's beginnings were LM. 
Greif, C.W. Hergott and Dr. S.A. Weaver. 
Forty five members of all ages from Bentley 
and surrounding towns, villages and districts 
began practice with Jack Barrigan as bandmas- 
ter, In addition, the band had five girls taking 
majorette training. As membership increased, 
the band was divided into two groups -a school 
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band and a senior band, This division lasted for 
several years, but as older members dropped 
out and high school graduates left to further 
their education, the two groups again became 
one. 

In 1956 the band became self-governing 
and self-supporting, with an executive elected 
from the adult band members. This first execu: 
tive included President - Archie Carlyle: Vice- 
president - Ray Schmidt; Secretary-Treasurer - 
Mary Wilton, Jr; Board members - Cecil 
Suggett, Bob Carlyle and Dr. S.A. Weaver. 


The band met its expenses by charging a 
small membership fee and by marching in 
summer parades from Edmonton to Calgary 
and from Stettler to Rocky Mountain House. 


{In 1962 the band had acquired colorful uni- 
forms - black trousers with a gold stripe, gold 
colored jackets and white caps. The band's 
smart appearance, snappy marching and fine 
playing won awards at these parades in the 
Community Bands section. In the summers of 
1971-72-78, due to the lack of members availe 
ble for marching, the Bentley Band and the La~ 
combe Lions Band marched as one - the 
Lacombe-Bentley Band. 

Not only did the band march to meet its 
expenses but it also performed at picnics, in 
door rodeos, Central Alberta fairs and concerts. 
What band member will ever forget its concert 
on the stage in front of the Red Deer grandstand, 





Bentley Jubilee Band - circa 1958 
Jack Borrigan - Bandmaster 


Back row [10 R - Marion Cabelko, Charlie Hopper, Darr 


Sr, R, Melntosh, 
Second 1 
Gornett Garde 
Front rou 
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L to R- Wille Gun, Oran Cabelka, Ray Schmidt, Don Camp, Gertie Suggett, Grace 
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a trumpet player's eye glasses and a low-flying 
gull? 

The Jubilee Band also entertained at its 
own annual concert, 

In 1970-71 the band received donations 
from the Bentley Order of the Royal Purple and 
the Bentley Kinettes. It also received a yearly 
grant from the Cultural Activities Branch, 

The Jubilee Band participated in band festi- 
vals at Lacombe, Ponoka, Stettler, Camrose, In- 
nisfail and in Red Deer's Kiwanis Music Festival 
Remember the headlines in the local newspaper 
= "Bentley Band proves it's among the best” and 
"Bentley Band gets unprecedented H plus"? Not 
only did the band receive such honors, but thos 
members who competed as instrumental solo- 
ists also won awards and scholarships. 

(One highlight of the band’s career was its 
concert performance in July, 1961, at the Band 
Shell in the park at the Legislative Buildings in 
Edmonton. 

‘The year 1973 saw the band so depleted of 
members that it decided, reluctantly, to fold. 
‘Some members went into Lacombe to play with 
the Lacombe Lions Band, 

The bandmasters who so ably led the Ben- 
tley Jubilee Band are Jack Barrigan (1954 - 
1964); V. Wright, L. McCullough, L. Ganson, L 
Fisher, R. Olm and Mike Achtymichuk (1967 - 
1973) 





JUUTI, CARL AUGUST 


Carl August Juuti was born March 6th, 
1912, in Hutter, Minnesota, In October, 1924, he 
emigrated to Canada with his widowed father, 
four older sisters, Aune, Jean, Sadie, and Minie, 
and one younger brother, Toivo. Two other sis- 
ters, already married, remained behind in the 
United States. 

The family arrived by train in Red Deer and 
hired a car outto Hespero. The following spring, 
they settled in the Eckville district. His father 
remarried in the spring of 1926, 

Carl was fourteen when he left school and 
went out to make his own living. The next five 
years he worked east of Eckville for John Saari 
who owned both a farm and a sawmill. Car! was 
treated like one of his sons, Mrs, Saari washing 
and mending his clothes along with the family. 

He met his wite, the former Martha Skjons- 
berg, at a dance in 1934, They were married on 
March 3rd, 1986, in the study of the Red Deer 
United Church minister. Their only possessions 








were a thirty-five dollar stove and an eight dollar 
bed 


Awilling worker, he was never unemployed, 
throughout the "Hungry Thirties", having var- 
ious employers and occupations. In 1934 he was 
initiated into the carpenter trade, working for 
ten cents an hour, ten hours a day, at the Blu- 
ebell School of Eckville, on the Diamond Valley 
Road. In 1941 he was employed at the briquette 
plant in Nordegg when the number two shaft 
blew, killing twenty-eight men. 

Family life was simple. They would go visit- 
ing on foot, carrying the baby, five to six months 
‘ld, between them in a wash tub. Their diet con- 
sisted of; clabbered milk, eggs, garden vegeta- 
bles, salted or canned meat, and flour made 
from local grain, ground in the Eckville mill 

They moved to Sylvan Lake in 1943 and 
built their own home, Carl working at a service 
station. In the spring of 1952, he was hired by the 
Lacombe Schoo! Division as a carpenter, and 
three days later became foreman. In 1957 he 
was put in charge of all maintenance, a posi- 
tion he held until he retired in 1977. 


‘The family, now consisting of five boys, and 
one girl, moved to the Skjonsberg homestead, 
west of Bentley, in 1955 to care for Martha's 





Mr. & Mrs, Carl Juuti and Fail 


aging father. Then in 1958, Carl built another 
home for them in Bentley, and in 1961 he was 
again building, this time on the farm, six miles 
west and one-half mile south of Bentley. They 
stayed there until they retired. 





A concerned community member, Carl was 
involved with Boy Scouts intermittently for ten 
years; serving as president of the Diamond Val- 





261 


ley Association in 1959. He has also been active 
in the church, serving as a layman in the Grace 
Lutheran Church of Bentley from 1955 to 1968, 
then as a part time minister in the Apostolic 
Lutheran Church of Sylvan Lake. 

At the time of writing, they are enjoying 
retirement in an apartment in Bentley. The 
children are all married and have families of 
their own, 








KANNELIN, JOHANNES AND FAMILY 
By Elizabeth Hall 


Johannes Kannelin was born in Olain, Fin- 
land, in 1893. He worked in a logging camp in 
Finland and later came to Canada and worked 
for farmers in the Rocky Mountain House and 
Eckville districts. He also did some carpentry 
work, building barns and log houses. He had 
learned massaging and treating back problems 
in Finland and used this knowledge after com- 
ing to Canada 

Miss Agnes Hill was born in Warden, Idaho, 
in 1892 and came to Alberta with her parents and 
sisters, They took up a homestead north of Eok- 
ville and lived in a log cabin, broke land and 
raised grain and hay. When their parents passed 
away, the sisters, Emily, Ester, Agnes and 
Louise, remained on the farm. They bought an 
old building which was the first store in Eckville 
and it was taken down and hauled to the farm. 
Mr. Kannelin, with help from neighbors, rebuiltit 
for a house. 

Hans and Agnes were married in Red Deer 
in 1920 and a few years later, sister Louise mar- 
fied Glen Hare in Calgary. The Hares took up the 
homestead and Emily continued to live there for 
awhile 

‘The Kannelins lived on the sister's farm and 
in various places during their first few years. By 
1926 they had a family of five children and 
moved to Ontario for a year. At the end of the 
year they came back to Alberta, On their return 
trip, all of the children contracted whooping 
cough. The family again lived in the same dis- 
trict until 1929, Then they settled on a homes- 
tead west of Bentley, the N.E. 17-40-2-5, south 
east of where the ski hill is located. The family 
had grown to seven when they moved to the 
homestead, two more children were born there 
and the last of the ten children was born in the 
Bentley hospital 

Two relatives, Carl Juuti and Ike Niemi, to- 
gether with neighbors, helped to build the log 











Kannelin home in 1929 


house on the homestead. They hauled their wa- 
ter from a nearby spring for about two years. Mr. 
Kannelin dug a 20-foot dugout for water by hand 
but the streams were small and did not yield 
water for very long, so, with helping hands, they 
hand-drilled 156 feet down and had good water. 
| believe this well is still being used. 

The first field of 28 acres was broken in 
132, Neighbors that were well established in 
the area, were helpful in lending and giving a 
hand with machinery. By 1938-40 the Kannelins 
had become more advanced in their farming and 
their first tractor was a John Deere, they got a 
few cows at a time and got a horse and buggy. 
They hauled their hay from the Hill Sisters ho- 
mestead, some eight miles away, and Mrs. Kan- 
nelin usually went for the hay so she could visit 
with her sisters. One or two of the children took 
turns going with her. 

Mr. Kannelin had cleared land by hand 
along side a hill in order to travel west to Eck- 
ville. A bachelor, Alex Luopa, lived over the hill 
west from the Kannelins, on the N.W. 17-40-2-5, 
and he and Mr. Kannelin took turns driving their 
teams to Eckville 

Mr. Luopa often visited the Kannelins and 
enjoyed the use of their sauna. He was very fond 
of the children and would always ask about any 
of them that weren't present. 















Hans Kannelin curing wi sickle 








One winter the entire family, with the excep- 
tiion of Mr. Kannelin, caught the ‘flu so he 
looked after all of ther as well as caring for Mr. 
Luopa, who also had the ‘flu, and doing his 
chores too, 


Mr. Kannelin often walked over the hills in 
the late evening - winter and summer - to visit 
Mr. Luopa and all the other neighbors. 

The Kannelins remember Jack Anderson 
and other kindly neighbors who often helped 
Mr. Kannelin to town. Jack Anderson helped aid 
him with groceries toward the big family and 
also helped Mr. Kannelin with the English lan- 
guage especially in business places. The owner 
of the Mercantile store in Bentley was very good 
about extending credit and did not send remind- 
cers if the bills weren't paid for a while. When Mr. 
Kannelin paid all his bills, he was told to come 
again any time. 

The family was fortunate to have Mrs. Hans 





Alex Luopa infront of shack 


Skjonsberg as a neighbor as she was always 
willing to cut the boys’ hair. 

There were severe forest fires in the first 
years and many came to help fight the fires. 
‘There were lots of raspberries and other kinds of 
wild fruit in those times and some years, Mrs. 
Kannelin canned three hundred quarts. We 
picked enough berries for the neighbors too and 
helped them with their chores. When our cows 
went dry in the wintertime, we went and got skim 
milk from some of the neighbors. My brothers 
had a small trap line around the area and we 
took turns checking them. | went aloneone time 
when it was 30 degrees below zero. The boys 
also cut wood and sold it. 

‘One winter, when money was hard to come. 
by, Father went to Vancouver Island to work ata 
logging camp. He also worked around the cook 
house at a saw mill near Rocky Mountain House. 








Konnetin family «1936 
Anne, Henry, Emil, Adal, Oscar, Hazel, Eliza 


The Kannelins lived on their homestead for 
forty-three years before moving to Armstrong, 
B.C. The parents both passed away there. Allthe 
children are still living. Three of the sisters and 
two of the brothers are married. One sister lives 
in Red Deer; two brothers in Calgary and all the 
others live in B.C 


KELSO FAMILIES 

Alec Kelso and his nephew, Finley Kelso, 
immigrated from Scotland to the Durham dis- 
trict about 1904, homesteading on the S.E. 22- 
39-1-5, one half mile south of where the Dur- 
ham school was later to be built, This quarter 
is now owned by W. Guenther. 











Finley and his uncle proved up on their 
homestead with much work. In 1923 Finley 
married Winnie Blish of Bentley and together 
they continued to farm for many years. They 
had no chidren. In their quiet way, they won 
the respect of all who knew them and were 
missed by their neighbors when they sold their 
land, retired and moved to Vancouver in 1948, 
and both passed away there. 


KENNEDY, WILLIAM FAMILY 
By Margaret Dawson 

Mr. & Mrs. William Kennedy, with their 3 
children John, Marie and Elizabeth, left Aber- 
deen, Scotland and came to Canada in April 
1911. They were met in Lacombe by Mrs. 
Kennedy's brother, Bob Jaffray, who took them 
by wagon to the Lockhart district. Tragedy 
struck shortly atter they arrived when Elizabeth 
died of whooping cough, which she had con- 
tracted on the boat. She was 8 months old. 

In July, 1914, they took out a homestead 
the N.E./4 34-41-25, and 4 more children, Bil- 
lie, Margaret, Frances and Beatrice were born 
there, The children all went to Sunset Hill 
school. 

Mr. Kennedy did some farming, raised pigs 
and had quite a few cattle. He also worked out 
‘some and built a few houses, including his own. 
He died in May, 1932. 

‘A few years later, Mrs, Kennedy was mar- 
ried to Andrew Mitchell and they continued 
farming until moving to Bentley. Andrew died in 
1961. 

Billie died in July 1985 and the other son, 
John, left for the United States in 1921 and his 
present whereabouts is unknown. Marie lives in 
Rimbey, Frances on a farm south of Bentley and 
Margaret in Bentley. 

Mrs. Mitchell lived in Bentley for quite a 
while and then moved to the Senior Citizens 
Lodge in Lacombe and later to the Valley Park 
Manor in Red Deer, where she died in August, 
1976. 





KERR, MRS, CECILE 
By Kathleen Baynes 

Mother, Kenneth and | moved to the Bentley 
district in 1933, from the Mirror area east of 
Lacombe. It seemed tous, as small children, like 
the far frontier - without the Indians. The tall 
trees, dense bush and wild life were a wonder 
indeed, for Ken and | had known only town life. It 
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was a place to get well, too, for all three of us 
were ill 


We owe a lot to Carl Christophersen, who 
hired Mother as a housekeeper, though she was 
very ill at the time, enabling her to keep Ken and 
me with her as a family. She was faced with 
putting us in an orphanage that spring for there 
was no social aid in those days. Carl was to bea 
help to us for many years and is still a genuine 
friend, 


We moved in March, 1936, to the Turner 
place just across the road from Boyle school. 
This is owned by the Carlson family now, and we 
spent the longest time living there. 


Things weren't easy for Mother, but there 
were neighbors - | wonder what we would have 
done without the generous family across the 
road. When things got more than she could han 
dle, Andrew and Hulda Anderson were neigh- 
bors she could go to and know they would help, 


Andrew came over one day with two runty 
baby pigs for Ken and me and said if we could 
keep them alive we could have them. That was a 
challenge Mother swung her 98 pounds into and 
succeeded. Those two little hand-raised pigs 
went to market to supply us with winter clothes, 
school things we needed and rare treats. 


The mail man was our vital link with town, 
Mr. Carritt would make rounds three times 
week. We could send grocery orders with him to 
the Bentley Mercantile and have them faithfully 
delivered next time around, He also doubled asa 
bus service, We'd often see his Model T, cum 
limousine, straddled with hitch-hikers going to 
town, 


‘An enduring influence in those years began 
fone summer when Ruth Brattberg came to 
spend some time with her brother, Harold. She 
started a little Sunday School for the neighbor- 
ing children and opened a door toa living reality 
that has been with me all my life. | still treasure 
the Bible | received for good attendance and 
appreciate the dutiful promptings of our Mother 
who saw that Ken and | attended regularly. 

Although our steps have gone far and wide 
and life has brought it's rewards and trials, my 
mind often goes back to the many people who 
wove that part of our life. 

Mother passed away in Cranbrook, 8.C. in 
June, 1976, after spending many years there. 
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KERR, KENNETH FAMILY - 1917 to 1925 
By Gladys (Kerr) Nicoll 

(On a cold February day in 1917, Kenneth 
Kerr, who had recently bought the Bentley 
creamery, brought his wife, Clara, son, Alex, 
and daughter, Gladys, to Bentley, where they 
first lived in the former Clarence Damron house, 
directly across the road from the creamery. Just 
a few weeks later their son, Gordon, was born 
and two years later another son, Lawrence, ar- 
rived during an especially severe May blizzard. 
Fortunately, the family doctor and good friend, 
Dr. Simpson of Lacombe, was able to get a ride 
(on the first train to run from Lacombe to Bentley 
and arrived in time to deliver Lawrence. The only 
payment the engineer of the train would accept 
for making that stormy trip was a forty ounce 
bottle of the best. Before leaving Bentley, two 
more sons Kenneth and Stewart, joined the Kerr 
family. 

Gladys's earliest recollections of life in 
Bentley are of the creamery, run by her father 
and the times she spent watching the farmers 
from the surrounding area unloading their 
cans of cream from their wagons and demo- 
rats. Sometimes there was great excitement 
when some of the horses became frightened 
and ran away. Her dad made not only butter but 
ice cream and during the summer months supp- 
lied many of the nearby communities and 
church picnics with the delicious ice cream 
made with real cream in those days. Many a day, 
Gladys and her brothers arrived at the creamery 
justin time to samplea freshly made batch of ice 
cream. 

Gladys continues: "While living in Bent- 
ley, Alex, Gordon and I started to school in the 
litle red brick school, that was later used as a 
fire hall, in the basement, and the Elks-Legion 
hall upstairs. This also served as a Senior Cit- 
izen's Drop-In Centre for a number of years. | 
have always felt that we were very fortunate to 
have had the former Mrs. Ells as a teacher for 
fa few years, Her interest in her students and 
the good musical programs her classes pro- 
duced have been long remembered. It was a 
pleasure recently at the Bentley Fair to meet a 
former classmate, Mrs. Herold Peterson, who 
started in the first grade when | did 

“Living sonear Gull Lake wasa great advan- 
tage as, on many a summer evening, Dad would 
take us down to Brownlow’s Landing in the old 
Model T so that we could play in the sand and in 








the lovely clear lake. At that time, Gull Lake was 
much higher with the water almost up to its 
banks. Mother used to tell us how the grain was 
hauled by team across the frozen lake to the 
elevators during the winter months as this was a 


much shorter route. 

“About 1921, Dad left the creamery busi- 
ness to try his hand at farming. He and his 
sister's husband, John Rae, bought the Lud- 
wig Larsen farm north west of Bentley. Howev- 
er, he went back to the dairy business in 1924 
when he managed a creamery for P. Burns in 
Metiskow and then in 1925 was transferred to 
Millet, where the family has lived ever since. 

“Dad and Mother often spoke of the 
friends they made while in Bentley, especially 
the Clarence Damrons and the Tom Lorimers, 
Dad had gone to school with Tom Lorimer back 
in Ontario. Over the years our family enjoyed 
visiting the Raes and friends who lived in the 
beautiful Blindman Valley.” 

‘Three daughters were born after the fam- 
ily moved to Millet. 

Dad passed away in January, 1963 at the 
age of eighty years and Mother in October, 
1979 at eighty six. 


KING FAMILY 
By Inez Harding (King) 

The King family came to the Gull Lake dis- 
trict in the spring of 1913. My dad, Ernest, and 
Gilbert came first in March and took a job with 
Esco and 0.8, Moore. My mother and 2 broth 
ers, Ralph and Fred and! camein May. We drove 
‘out from Lacombe in a lumberwagon. 

The first house we lived in was the old log 
Gull Lake school house, situated where Louis 
Cabelka now lives. My dad renovated it into a 
home. 

At that time, there was a lot of wet ground 
around there and we called it muskeg. | can 
remember my dad and uncles going bird hunt- 
ing. Partridge and prairie chicken were so plen- 
tiful, they would take them down to the pigpen 
and skin them, just saving the breasts, 

In the meantime, the rest of the King family 
came to the Gull Lake district. That included 
Grandma, Uncle Ross, Uncle Harl and Aunt Eli- 
zabeth. Grandpa had been a veteran of the Civil 
War. Elizabeth had never married 

Three of the brothers, Ross, Gilbert and Er- 
nie, took up homesteads in the Carlos district, 
west of Leedale, Ross and Gilbert proved up on 


their homesteads and became Canadian citi- 
zens, but my Dad never did and remained an 
‘American citizen. Uncle Harl was accidentally 
killed by a falling tree and is buried in the Ben- 
tley cemetery. 

A flowing spring and picnic ground on 
Ross's homestead is still called “King's 
Springs” 

We lived in the log school for a couple of 
years, attending the Gull Lake School. Then 
Dad rented a place 2 miles west, known as the 
Board place, which also had a log house, and 
we still walked to Gull Lake school. | took my 
grade 8 exams there, along with. Frances 
Court, Elton Poling and Harry Hansen, | had 
my sixteenth birthday while living there and 
received my first pair of ice skates, which | 
used to skate on Gull Lake. 

In 1917 we moved to Rimbey, wheremy dad 
worked for 0.8. Moore for about a year and 
Ralph, Fred and | went to the Rimbey school. 
Ralph played ball with the Rimbey team. We 
then moved back to Bentley for a short time. 

In 1919 my mother and dad decided to visit 
her folks in Oklahoma. After they got there, they 
decided to stay so my Aunt Elizabeth took 
Ralph, Fred and me to Oklahoma and we 
stayed there about a year. 

In 1920 or 1921, we all went to Portland, 


Emest King home in the old Gull Lake schoo! - built in 1899 











Oregon, and weal went to work, with the excep- 
tion of Fred, who was stillin school. After about 
2years, my dad decided newanted to go back to 
Alberta, so Mother, Dad and Fred went back 
but | stayed in Portiand, They went back to 
Gull Lake and lived in a house just south of 
the lake ~ the Welch house, which had been 
moved to the E.C. Moore east quarter. Later 
they rented the Hutchison’ place. trom the 
MePherson and Veitch 
Cf i 


ws 


Elizabeth, Ralph, Eugene ond Robert King 
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About 1925 they bought the S.£.%20-40-28- 
4 from Moses Erb and built a small house and in 
1928 they sold this place to Esco Moore and 
moved back to Portland, where I had married 
and settled down and Fred and Ralph were there 
also. 

Elizabeth, Gilbert and Ross stayed on their 
homestead for a while and Gilbert went in to 
politics and held an important job with the So- 
cial Credit government. Ross studied to be 2 
minister and preached in many places in Alberta 
and B.C. Some of Gilbert's descendants live at 
Rocky Mountain House. 

Tl always remember the good times | had 
while living in the Gull Lake district as a young 
person. | am the sole remaining member of the 
King family. 


KITCHEN BAND 
By Rea Peterson 

The Bentley Kitchen Band was formed in 
the early 1950's at the home of Ella Surratt, when 
afewladiesmet to talk over the ideaof forming a 
kazoo band. We knew there was at least one 
going in the States, but knew of none in Canada, 
50 we were at least original in this area. The plan 
to play for fun became so popular and mush- 
roomed so rapidly, that even in our wildest 
dreams, we could not have foreseen the success 
of this entertainment band, and that in the 1960's 
we would be turning down many invitations. 
Some of us played together for about twenty: 
two years, but with some of the ladies moving 
away to retire in other places, itis difficult to get 





together now but eight of us did get together last 
summer and entertained ‘at a concert to help 
Bentley celebrate Alberta's 75th Birthday year, 
and the old thrill was stil there, forthe players as 
well as for the audience. 

Each member fashioned her own instru- 
ment, using kettles, pots, bleach bottles, grat- 
ers, elastic bands and an old type toaster, with 
strings for a violin played with a yard stick. A 
vacuum hose and some clothes pins madea sax, 
and individual jelly molds fastened together and 
filled with dried peas made shakers. The 
trumpet was made from abathroom hose wound 
up and with a funnel in the end. Our bass was an 
inverted wash tub, a broom and a tightly 
stretched rope and with its deep plunk plunk 
caused lots of interest wherever we were. Our 
banjo was a copper washboard played with a 
wooden clothespin, and a framework to hold a 
kazoo, as well 

Ella Surratt wasour jazzy pianistand played 
the only authentic instrument in the band, keep- 
ing us on our toes. Much of the success of the 
band was due to this classy music on the piano, 
and when Ella moved away, Martha Connelly 
took over the piano and was equally talented 
and is now the leader wherever we go. 

We performed on T.V. in both Edmonton 
and Calgary and twice at the Jubilee Audito- 
rium in Calgary, as well as at the Macdonald 
and Chauteau Lacombe hotels in Edmonton, 
We were invited many times to entertain at Se- 
nior Citizen Ledges in Central Alberta, 

We were fortunate in being featured in atwo 
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Shirley Peterson, Rea Peterson, Gertie Suagett, Ann Bruns, Grace Tharou 
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Gertie Suggett, Agnes Palmer, Marg 


Front row - L to R - Ella Surratt, Grace Tharou, Rea Peterson, Jean Knight, Marie Wright, Ann Bruns. 


page article in the old Family Herald, when Lois 
Light, feature writer from Vancouver took pic- 
tures and interviewed us. 

Our audiences were always responsive to 
our performances and our enthusiasm in- 
creased as we played, 

This article would not be complete if | did 
not mention the names of those who played 
together for so many years and also those who 
are playing now. Gertrude Suggett played 
trumpet; Jean Knight and Edna Hansen, bass or 
wind instrument; Rea Peterson, washboard 
banjo; Mildred Witherell, shakers, Marie Wright, 
kettle drum or wind instrument; Ann Bruns, vio~ 
lin; Mary Wilton and Grace Tharou, clarinets 
Marion Cabelka, cornet; Marjorie Bartko and 
Agnes Palmer on saxophone, Therewere others 
who played a few times but it would be difficult 
to name them all 


KNEIPER STORY 


‘The Kneiper family arrived in the Rainy 


Creek district in 1900, and settled on the north 
shore of Sylvan Lake on the S.W.16-39-1-W5, 
Mr. Kneiper, a stern man, kept his family apart 
from the community, They took no part in dis- 
trict life as other settlers did, and because they 
lived just over the distance of compulsory 
school attendance, the children never attended 
school, 

‘There were eight children who worked very 
hard clearing several acres of their heavily 
wooded farm by hand, 

After the death of their father the family, 
with the exception of the eldest son, Charlie 
scattered and moved away. The youngest son, 
Johnny lived with the Fred Nelson family for 
about three years before leaving the district, 
Charlie bought a farm, the S.E.28-39-1-W5 on 
what is now the Sylvan Lake, Bentley Highway. 

The hill halfway between these towns, 
Which bordered his farm, is still called the 
“Kneiper Hill” by many of the old timers, 

Charlie's farm cornered the Fred Nelson 
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land, and they found him to be a good neighbor, 
often exchanging work 

He married Freda Adams of Pendryl 
northwest of Rimbey, in 1924. Their children 
were Oleta Arley, who married Steve Olsen; 
Mary Ethel Elizabeth, (Beth), who married Lee 
Baldry; and Glen. After thirty-seven years on 
this farm, they sold it in 1951, and moved to a 
farm west of Stauffer 

Charlie died there some years ago. His son, 
Glen stil lives in the Stauffer district. Beth re- 
sides at Caroline, 


KNIGHT, PETER FAMILY 
By Frank Knight 


Peter Wesley Knight, age 66, Myrtle, his 
wife, age 56, Francis Wesley (Frank), age 28 and 
his wife, Jean, age 20, arrived at Bentley on 
March 15, 1945, coming from Radway, Alberta. 
‘They had homesteaded there about 1908, 

In the fall of 1944 we had bought 231 acres 
of Pt. of Section 29-40-28-4 from Aldor Eklund 
and during 1945 or early 1946 we bought the 13 
acre parcel at the N.W. corner of the above land 
from C.F. Damron. We divided the house al- 
ready on the farm into two living areas and in 
April 1946 we started to build our house across 
the driveway from the original one and moved 
into it in March 1946, 

Denta Jean was born May 26, 1946 andnow 
lives in St. Jean, Quebec. Arla Elizabeth was 
born June 26, 1948 and lives in Victoria and 
Lynne Allison was born July 20, 1956 and also 
lives in Victoria. 

During 1946 and 47 we did quite a bit of 
remodelling on the original house. We farmed 
together and enjoyed a busy community life, 
being active in Rural Electrification, F.U.A, Ru- 
ral Telephone, the United Church, Home and 
School and municipal matters until Dad's 
death in the Bentley Hospital, April 1st, 1954. 

Mother lived on the farm until September, 
1959, when we moved her house to Bentley. She 
lived there until her death December 23, 1968 at 
which time her house was sold to Mr. and Mrs. 
Spycher, Sr. 

In the meantime, Denta Jean and Arla fin- 
ished Grade 12 in Bentley and Lynne Grade 8. 

In March 1968 we sold the farm to the Nau- 
menkos and moved to Victoria. Lynne com- 
pleted her Grade 12 at Oak Bay High School and 
has worked for B.C. Hydro ever since. 


Denta Jean is working in Administration ata 
Group Home for Retarded Children in Quebec. 


Arla and Jean both work for the Provincial 
Government here and | am still farming, in a 
small way, with the Municipality of Oak Bay 
Parks Department 


We really enjoyed our twenty-four years at 
Bentley and have many fond memories and 
good friends from those years. 


KNOEPFLI, HENRY 


Henry Knoeptli spent only a short time in 
the Bentley area, making his home with his 
brother-in-law and sister, Sill and Mary Uhlig. 
He worked for several farmers, did some truck- 
ing and helped Vere Miller with well drilling but 
was probably best remembered for playing 
baseball with the Bentley Team from 1924 to 
1927 


He married Esther Martz of Sylvan Lake and 
shortly after went to work as a welder in Turner 
Valley. He had a welding shop in Sylvan Lake for 
several years and then went to the Peace River 
country. He and his wife are again living at Syl- 
van Lake and their daughter, Marguerite 
Spycher, lives in the Bentley district. 


KOSKI FAMILY 
By Arnie Koski 


John P. Koski married Albertina Kataya in 
Frank, Crowsnest Pass, in 1906. Dad was a 
miner and he and his brother-in-law had been 
batching before Dad was married, 


On April 2, 1903, Dad had left to come to 
Sylvan Lake district, then known as Kuusamo, to 
file on a homestead but had to stop in Calgary 
‘overnight in order to catch a train to Red Deer. 
‘The following morning he heard the newspaper 
boys shouting all about the Frank slide so he 
went back home to find the slide hed covered 
everything. He then came back and filed on 
the N.E.% 10-39-2-5. He later sold this land to 
a man by the name of Umari. The land is now 
‘owned by Eli Murto, 


Dad then bought eighty acres on the S.E. 
20-99-2-5 and later sold this in 1935 and we 
moved toa C.P.R. quarter. It had no well but our 
{good neighbor, the late Erick Luoma and his son 
offered to help us drill a well, This was done by 
man power by means of a long spring pole 


mounted over a saw horse. | think ittook 2 weeks 
to drill to a depth of 118 feet, but we had lots of 
good water. 

We then had to start clearing one hundred 
and sixty acres of heavy timber. This was done 
with a grub hoe and axe, except for the last 
forty-five acres, which was done by Skocdo- 
pole’s D8 brush cutter. With all the rocks and 
trees, it was a lot of heavy work. 

Dad passed away in November, 1945, about 
6 months before his 78th birthday and Mom died 
in July, 1956 at the age of 69 years. 

My 3sisters and | all attended Saima school. 

My oldest sister, Lempi Marie, married Ray- 
mond Kirk. He died after returning from the 
army. Later she married Bill Kemp and he 
passed away in the early fifties and Lempi died 
in September, 1970. 

| married Lempi Valley on the 9th of April 
1949 and she died July 16, 1970. On December 
21, 1974, | married Lucy Noures and we reside 
in Bentley. 

Sister Eileen married Wilfrid Porttiin in 1939 
and they lived in Vancouver until Wilfrid's pass- 
ing in 1968. 

Sister Effie married Spencer Wilson in 1942 
He was overseas from 1942 to 1945. They lived in 
Calgary for a number of years and now live in 
Edmonton. They have one daughter, Sandra, 
who is married and lives in Calgary. 

| sold my farm on the north-west end of 
Sylvan Lake, S.W. $-40-2-5 in 1972 and bought a 
home in Bentley. 
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KRAINS, ALBERT 

By Ollie Papp 

My father, mother and myself came to 
Canada from Germany in 1903 and lived in 
Lethbridge, Alberta, where my father worked in 
a lumber yard for three years. During that time, 
he homesteaded in the Bentley district, later 
known as Lockhart. We moved up there by 
covered wagon, and the trip took quite a long 
time. That was in the year 1906, and, as | was 
only 3 years old, | do not remember too much 
of the trip. My grandparents, Grandpa and 
Grandma Lohman, and my Uncle Bill made 
the trip with us as Grandpa homesteaded 
there, too. 

The first few years, Dad worked for 
McPhersons in their sawmill and Mother was in 
charge of the cookhouse and also looked after 
the company store. We stayed there until the 
mill was destroyed by fire and we lost everything 
we owned. 

‘After that Dad started farming, which he 
continued until retiring to Bentley in 1943. In the 
early days, we had to go to Lacombe by team 
and wagon and the trip took two days. 

‘My mother was secretary for the Lockhart 
‘schoo! district for many years and Dad was on 
the school board for quite some time. 

In the early years our closest neighbors 
were O'Neil Bros., George and Len Beddoes and 
Carl Thomas and his dad. 

Mother passed away in 1949 and Dad in 
1950 and they are both buried in the Bentley 
cemetery. 








LAMPITT, ARTHUR 


Arthur Lampitt was sent to Bentley in the 
spring of 1942 as District Agriculturist, to re- 
place J.£. Birdsall of Red Deer, who had been 
serving the district, 

He served the district well and felt that one 
of the most rewarding things he did was to start 
@ young farmers’ organization. They met 
monthly, decided on a topic for the next meet- 
ing, gave out pamphlets on the subject and ap- 
pointed someone to lead the discussion. He had 
four or five 4-H clubs in the area and a number of 
Purebred stock breeders were used as a source 
of good breeding stock and also for information 
for 4-H members, 

Soon after coming to Bentley Art married 
Helen Cookson and their daughter, Anne, was 
born before they left Bentley in 1945, 

‘They moved to a farm at Tofield where Joan 
was born in 1947; Kathy in 1949 and Pat in 1952. 

After eight years of drought, hail and 
snowed-in crops, the Lampitt family left the farm 
and went to Satinwood school, south of Clive 
where Art taught for five years. These were very 
happy years and they made many good friends, 
whom they still visit. 

During the time they were living on the farm 
at Totield, they spent two winters at Red Deer 
where Art taught Agriculture to returning vete- 
rans. 

Alter leaving Satinwood, Art took a teach- 
ing position at Salisbury High School, near Ed. 
monton, and they bought a house in Sherwood 
Park and still live there, Art has retired from 
teaching, 

‘Anne is married and lives on a farm near 
Drummondville, Que. They have five children. 

Jean and her husband, Jack Clarke, live in 
Red Deer where Jean teaches and her husband 
owns a small store. They have one child 

Kathy lives in Sherwood Park, where her 
husband teaches and Kathy nurses part time. 
They have two children, 


Pat lives in Big Valley where her husband is 
@ bank manager and sho is a part time bank 
teller. They have two children, 


LAPIENIS, WILLIAM 


William Lapienis came to Canada from his, 
native country of Lithuania, leaving behind, his 
mother, thtee sisters, and two brothers, 

After working in Saskatchewan for a time, 
he came to the Rainy Creek district in 1928 and 
found employment on the Frank Nelson farm. 
During the winter months he did chores and 
then spent time clearing the brush from the 
S.E.%4 30-39-1-W5, which he had purchased. He 
continued working in this manner for seven or 
eight years. By now he had much of the land 
broken and under cultivation. He built a small 
comfortable piace to live, had awell drilled, built 
some granaries and moved on to this place and 
started to raise hogs while he kept busy finish- 
ing the clearing of the land 

‘There was a large shallow slough on this 
quarter, which | am sure must have covered at 
least fifteen acres. By having a 100 foot well 
drilled in this slough, the area became drained 
and really good crop land, 


LARSON, EDWARD 
By Harry Hansen 


Ed was well known around Bentley, having 
worked as a farm hand for many years for 
farmers west of Bentley and for E.C. Moore and 
Harry Hansen east of town. He was a 
professional with horses and much in demand in 
the 20's and 30's. He was known to walk all day 
behind a drill or harrow just to make it easier for 
his horses. He was probably better known as a 
good fiddler and was always happy to play for 
dances, house parties, barn dances and other 
entertainments, during those years, 

His ambition was to get a farm of his own, 
together with some horses and cattleandthishe 
accomplished after he married Jenny and 
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Ed Larson 


bought a farm west of Blackfalds. They had two 
sons, Dean and Leonard. Ed did not live to en- 
Joy his farm for very long as he died in his 
early sixties. 


LARSEN, JENS HISTORY 

Jens Larsen was born in Denmark in 1872, 
His brother Nels who had come to Canada 
earlier wrote to Jens and said, “Come to 





essie Larsen 


Canada,” as he thought there were great 
opportunities out west. Soin 1900 Dad arrived in 
Bentley and homesteaded the present farm we 
still have. 

‘As a boy he worked as a messenger boy for 
the king of Denmark, and did many of the tasks 
in the court, 

‘Our mother and her family came from 
Scotland to Winnipeg about 1905. After working 
for six years in the T. Eaton store in Winnipeg 
she came west and there she met Dad and they 
were married in 1912, 





Jens Larsen 


Dad farmed the land for 50 years, and then 
Charlie and Harry took over the farming. In 1947 
they retired, but still stayed on at the farm. Dad 
passed away in 1959 and Mother in 1975. They 
had a family of seven, 3 boys and 4 girls. James, 
at the age of nine years, met an early death in a 
farm accident. The rest of the family are all 
carrying on in different occupations. 

‘Mae married Ralph Lougheed who lived at 
Benalto, They operated a store and fertilizer 
business for 30 years and are now retired. 

Harry married Edna Hallingstad. They have 
2 boys and 3 girls, and now have 4 grand- 
children. 



















Charlie and Lillian are on the home place. 
They never married and keep the old home 
place a welcome place for us ll to come back to. 

‘Anne was the travelling one of the family, 
She married Dave Stephan who was in the 
U.S.A. air force. He met his death in a tragic air 
force accident off Wake Island. Anne now 
resides in Colorado Springs. She has 2 boys and 
2 girls and seven grandchildren, 

Jean, the youngest lives in Red Deer. She 
married Gordon MacGregor and they have one 
girl and one grandson. Gordon is a real estate 
salesman. 

(Submitted by the family) 


LARSEN, LUDWIG. 

By Olaf Larsen, 

Santa Rosa, Calif. 

My father was born in Layton, Norway, Feb- 
ruary 7, 1850 and came to the U.S.A, in 1853. His 
father settled in Columbia county, southern 
Wisconsin. There were no schools and my fa- 
ther was a grown man before he learned his 
‘ABCs. My grandfather died when my dad was 
20 years old. He learned to work and did some 
farming but times were hard 

He took a trip tothe Pacificcoastasayoung 
man in 1873 and spent 4 or 5 years there, work- 
ing in sawmills in Oregon and Washington and 
when he worked on a farm at San Jose, Califor- 
nia he was paid in gold. He came home with 
{$3,000 in cash. 

Dad homesteaded in North Dakotaand later 
went into partnership with his brother, Chris, 
farming in Curran Valley, Northfield, Wisconsin 
He sold out his interest to his brother and pur- 
chased @ 200 acre farm known as the Ringness 
place in Northfield in 1886, where he resided 
Until he decided he wanted a change. He was a 
good farmer, milked a lot of cows, raised a lot of 
grain and clover seed and was considered one 
of the best farmers in the valley. He had married 
Mary Gunderson, and | was born there. He 
soon decided to move again so sold his beau- 
tiful 200 acre farm for $6,500 cash and bought 
a 40 acre place with good buildings and many 
improvements and planned to retire there, 

By 1902 he was restless again, and had 
been reading about western Canada, so de- 
cided to take a trip up there to see for himself. 
He was impressed with what he saw and 
bought 640 acres near Ponoka for $4.20 an 
acre cash but there were no Improvements or 
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buildings on it so bought another 160 acres 
near Morningside, which had improvements, 
buildings, water and a home to live in. 

In 1904 he moved to Alberta, with 3 carloads 
of settler’s effects - workhorses and a stallion 
and some cattle in one, farm machinery and 
wagons and sleighs and some household ef- 
fects in another, and one partly full of flour 
milling machinery, which he had traded for in 
southern Wisconsin. He put in a few acres of 
grain. Mother, sister, and | arrived about June 
4, 1904, and by that time he had traded away 
the 160 acres and had bought 480 acres at 
Forshee. The house there was only in a fair 
state of repair so he made several trips 
through Bentley while he was fixing it up. On 
one of his trips he heard of a 480 acres farm 
which was for sale and was near Bentley and 
had good buildings, good water - creek, spring 
and river - so he bought it for $4,000 and we 
moved there in the spring of 1905. It had 25 
acres broken so we broke up more land, got a 
few cows and sold cream, 

The cream hauler was Fritz Ebeling. He 
came once a week, starting at Rimbey and com- 
ing all the way down the valley to Bentley. He 
stayed overnight in Bentley and the next day 
collected the cream all the way to Blackfalds, 
where the creamery was located. He travelled 
this route with team and wagon, 

We raised a number of calves and hogs on 
the skim milk and had to haul the hogs to market, 
by team and wagon. Every year we broke up 
more land. The Buck Lake Trail went up through 
ur oat field. The Trail had fields on both sides 
all along the valley and there were no fences in 
those days. 

Father loved horses. He had a grey stallion 
he had brought from Wisconsin and some 
mares. He bred them and sold the colts for $400 
a span. Then he bought 5 purebred Clydesdale 
colts, 4 mares and a stallion and bred the mares. 
The big stallion weighed about 2,000 pounds. 
To buy the purebred colts, he mortgaged the 
Ponoka 640 acres for $4,000 and then sold the 
young colts for breeders. We must have had at 
least 25 head of horses at one time. We didn't 
have stable room for that many so they were 
running outside around the sheds and straw 
stacks. 

(One fall we threshed 10,000 bushels of oats. 
and Dad hauled 3,000 bushels of it in 2-bushel 
bags and got 25¢ a bushel for it. The road to 
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Lacombe was good that fall, frozen but no snow 
and the weather was fine. Times were hard and 
Dad needed that money to pay taxes on all that 
land. 

‘We had good neighbors - Mr. & Mrs. Clem 
Miles and their son, Ray, and daughter, Bertha, 
and on the west was the Pico family. They were 
Danish and good friends. In the early days, 
Jamie McPherson had lived on the Pico farm 
land had built a cheese factory there. Chris 
Jensen lived on part of the same farm. He was a 
bachelor, a real hermit, and | could never under- 
stand how he kept alive. His shack was built of 
logs and you could see daylight between them. 
He just had an old stove to keep him warm and 
when we would go to see him it was very 
depressing. 

Nels Larson lived to the north of us and was 
a very good neighbor. He was Danish and a 
Credit to the country. He lived on 160 acres and 
did some farming and raised a lot of stock. 

‘The Morison family lived to the east of us 
and they were good neighbors too. 

We used to have lots of good entertainment 
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in Bentley and Frank Thorp provided a lot of it, 
especially in amateur theatrics. 

| attended school in 1906-07 in aone-room 
school and Mr. Kelly was the teacher. Bentley 
was @ quiet place and everyone was law- 
abiding 

When my sister, Lilah, married Norman 
Read, Dad gave them the 480 acres at Forshee 
and they built up fine buildings down by the 
river. They lived there until their son, Frank, took 
‘over the place and they moved to Lacombe. 

We farmed the Bentley place until Dad got 
restless again and wanted a change so sold to 
John Rae and Ken Kerr in the fall fo 1919 fora 
‘small down payment and a crop payment con- 
tract for the balance. 

‘We went back to Wisconsin for a rest but 
that didn't last long so he came back to Alberta 
and bought a general store in Blackfalds. He got 
his brother to run it but they had difficulties and 
eventually the store burned. 

Dad spent the rest of his days with the Read 
family until he died, after a long illness, in the 
Bentley hospital in 1934 at the age of 84. His 
remains were taken back to Wisconsin to be 
buried beside my mother, who had died in 1928. 


LARSEN, NELS 

Mr. Larsen was one of the early pioneers of 
the Bentley district, having homesteaded two 
miles northwest of Bentley in 1899, and living 
there until his death in April, 1938. 

He was born in Reinemark, Denmark in 
1864 and in 1890 he went to lowa where he lived 
for nine years before coming to Alberta. He 
never married but left several nieces and ne- 
phews, He was a well respected citizen and 
neighbor. 

It is of interest to note that he donated the 
land on which the Bentley Hospital now stands. 


LARSON, JOHN FAMILY 
By H.B. Hansen 
In 1923 | sheared sheep for Adler Larson on 
the N.E. 4-40-28-4, His sister, Esther, came and 
cooked the meals for us. Adler was probably 
renting this land, which had formerly been oc- 
cupied by a man by the name McAvoy. The 
Larson home place was south-east of there on 
the land owned by the TenHove family at the 
present time.\It was the N.&. 34-40-28-4. Adler 
later bought the SW. 3-40-28-4. where he 
spent the rest of his life 





John Larson came to the districtin the early 
90's. They had 3 boys; Adler, Albert and Harold 
and 3 girls: Sofia, Esther and Florence. Harold 
was the only one of the boys that married and 
raised a family, and they lived in Lacombe. Adler 
and Albert were both farmers and Albert occu 
pied and farmed for many years on the N.E. 5- 
40-28-4. All the boys are deceased. Esther and 
Florence (who worked in the Bentley hospital 
for years) passed away when still quite young 

Sofia, married Henry Castleman and they 
farmes for years in the Outlet district. After Hen- 
y's death Sofia moved to Bentley and lived 
there for several years before moving to the Se- 
nior Citizen's Lodge in Lacombe, where she stil 
resides. 

In the early days - 1911-1912, John Larson 
land his boys used to drive up to our place and 
put their horse in the barn, while they spent 
‘some time fishing in Gull Lake. They were ajolly 
bunch and we always enjoyed their company, 





LAYTON, DUNCAN M 
By James Layton 

Duncan MacLean Layton was born, Dec 
26th, 1882, at Elmsdale, Hants County, Nova 
Scotia. He received his education at various pla- 
ces in Nova Scotia, commuting by train to Ha- 
lifax for part of it 

He came west to B.C. in 1902, and worked in 
lumber mills in the "Great Bend” area of B.C. In 
1908 a number of his young fellow workers sent 
him to Lacombe to look for homesteads for 
them 

He ended up filing on the S.W. 22-41-3- 
W.Sth for himself, and filing on five other quar- 
ters for his friends. They jokingly said later that 
this should have been called "The Big Bend”. 

‘As Duncan's quarter had a very good 
spring, quite close to the centre of the section, 
the other three homesteaders, Wallace Steven- 
son, Mariner Smith, and Jimmie Fraser, built 
their log shacks as close to the spring as they 
could. 

Work proceeded on “proving up” on the 
homestead and Duncan acquired a horse called 
"Mike." Mike wasn’t very big but he seemed to be 
‘extremely wily, and many a rider found himself 
walking, when he expected to ride, 

Duncan had attended Prince of Wales Col- 
lege in Charlotetown, P.E.I. and found that there 
was a demand for teachers. He got a permit and 
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started teaching, first at Calkins Valley and then 
Benjamin. 

‘On October 28th, 1908, he married Annie 
Lockhart, who had come to this country in 1908 
with her parents, James and Sarah Lockhart. 

Money was scarce for both homesteaders 
and teachers. As a result school terms didn't last 
very long. 

In early 1910 Duncan and Annie lived in 
Calgary, where Duncan attended Normal 
School to get his teacher's certificate. 

The spring of 1910 was very dry and they 
had some really tense times on the homestead 
from the fires that raged through the country. 

During this period, to 1918, he taught in a 
number of schools through the area, Annie stay- 
ing home to look after the stock, and their two 
oldest boys. 

From 1918 to 1929he spenthis time farming 
land taking part in community affairs. He was a 
director of the Blindman Valley Livestock Co- 
op. 

Four more children were added to the fam- 
ly. 

He started teaching again in 1929, at Mount- 
view, Benjamin, and Faraway. 

In 1943 they moved to Sooke, B.C. where 
they had bought a house and small acreage. 
Duncan taught schoo! for awhile in this area, but 
the call of Alberta was strong, and they sold out 
and came back to take charge of the Midland 
‘School in 1946 

They bought a house in Bentley in 1949and 
aside from a time spent at Rose School, lived in 
Bentley until 1970, when they sold everything 
and moved into the Valley Park Manor in Red 
Deer. 

‘Annie passed away in 1973, two weeks after 
their 65th wedding anniversary, 

Duncan continued to live at the Manor but 
passed away just 11 days short of his 98th birth- 
day. 

(Of their six children, James lives on the 
homestead, Robert close by. Laurie lived at 
White Rock, B.C. but was killed in an auto acci- 
dent in March, 1980. Jessie lives at Kamloops, 
Mary in Red Deer, and Layton in Vancouver. 


LEISKE, GEORGE 
By Harry B. Hansen 

George and Amelia Leiske came to the Gull 
Lake district along with the influx of Seventh 
Day Adventists around 1918 and 1920. Among 
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them are such names as Sam and Dan Leiske 
and their families; the Reiswigs, Warehams, Na- 
thans, Renschiers, Bauers, and Zipricks. 

Most of them came from around Beisekerin 
southern Alberta, George Leiske, who was a 
nephew to Dan and Sam, came from North Da- 
kota. Dayton Warehams came from Montana; 
the Millers from Saskatchewan, 

They bought a large portion of the land 
south and east of Bentley. They built their own 
church and cemetery on theN.E, 11-40-1-W.5th. 
These men who had become quite prosperous 
growing wheat, with world war | prices, in south- 
ern Alberta, brought in large machinery, and 
really started the trend to larger farms, and the 
end of horsepower farming. 

George Leiske acquired another quarter to 
the south of the old home place which was the 
NE 1-40-28-W.4th. A mixed farmer, he went 
into the dairy business, and later to pure bred 
cattle in a small way. 

‘The Leiske’s family consisted of three boys: 
Leroy and the twins, Bobby and Dicky. The 
twins became the life of the Gull Lake School, 
‘These boys at 11 years of age, got up at 5:00 a.m, 
to milk the cows, and haul the milk, five miles to 
Highway 12, using a team of horses on a stone- 
boat; to be picked up by the condensery truck. 
From there they went to school. 

George Leiske died quite young inthe early 
“40s, Amelia and the boys carried on for awhile 
and then moved to California. Leroy became a 
salesman; Bobby a professional man, and Dick 
in Real Estate. When we last heard from Amelia, 
she was enjoying life in California. 


LEISKE, HULDRICH, FAMILY 
By Eldena Wentz 

In 1918, Huldrich and Emma Leiske and 
year-and-a-half old daughter, Eldena moved to 
the Gull Lake area, 2 miles south, one mile east 
and Yé mile south of Bentley on the S.W. 12-40-1- 
5 and lived in buildings across the road until 
their house and barn could be built. 

May 31, 1919, Elserth was born and when 
the new house was completed, moving day ca: 
me. Horses were hooked onto a granary, 
which was to be a chicken coop, and taken to 
it's new location but no one was aware of El- 
dena trying to catch up for a ride. She never 
made it as her little feet couldn't go fast en- 
ough. 

Alter Easter in 1923, Emma thought itwould 














be a good idea to start Eldena to schoo! in the 
company of Alberta Bauer, who was finishing 
grade 8. That fall there were 9 pupils in the Gull 
Lake school and Miss McNab was the teacher. 


February 22, 1928, there was great joy and 
‘excitement when Lorraine came to join the fam- 
ily. Eldena was thrilled to have a sister and El- 
serth said "At least I'm not the baby any more.” 

Delores: was born October 9, 1931, and 
Kenneth, August 22, 1933, making a family of 
3 girls and 2 boys. 

In the spring of 1931 the family moved into 
the Aspelund area, six and one half miles south. 
of Bentley on the NE. 36-39-1-5, 

Eldena stayed with Grandma and Grandpa 
Leiske, who had moved onto the farm Huldrich 
had vacated, and went to high school at the 
Oxford schoo! in Bentley, then batched with Lila 
Hansen for 2 years. One of the entertainments in 
those days was tobogganing down the main 
street and across the railway track 

In the fall of 1951, Huldrich sold out and 
moved to Lacombe to be near and look after his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Leiske. 

John Wentz and Eldena were married in the 
Seventh Day Adventist church on October 7, 
1936. It was the day for Searchlight Club but all 
the members decided to go to the wedding and 
all were invited to the reception on the lawn at 
the home of the bride’s parents. It was a sunny, 
very warm day, the nicest all summer and the 
next day winter arrived with cold and snow. 

In the fall of 1937, Mr. Nathan had a heart 
attack and died. He and his family had been 
living on $'% 8-40-1-5, which was owned by Day- 
ton Wareham. John Wentz rented the pasture 
and buildings and lived there for one year. Shir- 
ley Jean was born November 3, 1937, and was 








& Mrs. John Wentz and family 








six weeks old when the move was made to the 
Nathan place. 

John bought a truck shed and moved it on. 
to the Huldrich Leiske farm and lived there for3 
years, working in conjunction with Huldrich and 
using each others horses and machinery. John 
then rented a farm 9 miles south west of Red 
Deer and lived there for 3 years, during which 
time Bonnie was born February 28, 1944, 

In the spring of 1945, Dr. Sam Leiske bought 
the Benton Wareham farm and rented it to the 
Wentzs. It had long been a dream of Eldena’s to 
live on that farm and have that lovely garden 
spot and flowers. It was 3 miles east and 1% 
miles south of Bentley in the Gull Lake district 
and Eldena’s daughter could attend the same 
schoo! her mother had attended for 8 years. A 
new house and barn were built the next year and 
in 1950 Dr. Leiske sold the farm to John. 

‘The crops had been fineandthen in thenext 
5 years, hail hit 3 times. The storm in 1954 was a 
bad one and tragedy struck when John’s right 
hand got caught in the cylinder of the 6-foot 
Allis Chalmers Combine power take-off, while 
trying to salvage feed. 

The neighbors all rallied to help whenever 
work needed to be done, if Shirley and Eldena 
couldn't cope with it. The neighborhood was 
like one happy family with love and concern for 
‘one another. Eldena, John and Shirley, with the 
help of Dad Leiske, were able to carry on and in 
July, 1955 the farm was sold to Mr. Lynn. 

The day of the sale, September 20, 1955, 
“Pal” the dog couldn't understand what was 
happening and the faithful horses, "Bessie" and 





Mr. & Mrs, Huldrich Leiske, family and friends 
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‘Queen”, whinnied to each other when they 
were being hauled away in different trucks. It 
was a sad day. 

A year and a half later the family came back 
from Portland, Oregon, to see the farm and all 
remarked how the apple trees had grown. No 
one noticed Sharon had disappeared but pretty 
soon she came back, got into the car and cried 
like a baby. We all said "What's the matter?” and 
she said “Let's move back." We tried to tell her't 
wasn't the same without Pal and Bessie and 
Queen, but she said “Yes it is. | was in the hay 
loft." 

Leaving the Gull Lake district was a 
traumatic experience, especially for Eldena and 
Sharon. The pleasant memories of living in the 
Gull Lake community will ever be cherished in 
our hearts, 

‘Since 1955 this farm has been occupied by 
vim Lynn, John Talsma who bought the house 
and barns and 20 acres. Next on the acreage was 
Mr. and Mrs. Jarrett and now the Neufeld fami- 
ly. The remaining land belongs to Vanten 
Farms 


LEISKE, JACOB (JAKE) AND KATIE 
By Alyce Leiske Bell 


Cathryn the Great of Russia could not have 
known that she was making an important contri- 
bution to the town of Bentley, when inthe 1700's 
she opened up the Crimea for development to 
German people. After her death, however, wars, 
revolutions, uprisings, and persecutions made 
life very difficult for these German immigrants 
and by the late 1800's many of them were hoping 
for a new life of freedom and enterprise in 
America, 

‘Among these immigrants were two couples 
from Odessa, Gottlieb and Elizabeth Hirsch 
Leiske and Jacob and Marie Humann Gimbel 
From Karlsruh in southern Russia they sailed to 
‘America, and with other relatives, settled in the 
Dakotas. A son, Jacob, was born to the Leiske's 
on March 11, 1888, while a daughter, Katie, en- 
tered the Gimbel family on April 4th of the same 
year. 

In due time, Jacob and Katie joined to- 
gether in matrimony and by 1909 had moved to 
Beiseker, Alberta, at the same time with her par- 
ents. They had been blessed with a daughter, 
Diana, who stood the journey well. Another 
move or two took them to Fox Valley, Saskat- 
chewan where two more daughters joined the 
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family. In 1920, Jacob and Katie moved to Ben- 
tley with their three young daughters, Diana, 
Alyce, and Bertha, and they chose a lovely spot 
by Rainy Creek on acreage with trees, mea- 
dows, and water. 

Jacob and Katie must have been believers 
in women's liberation, for their daughters were, 
from their earliest years, allowed to do men’s 
work. Springtime seeding, gardening, haying, 
stoking, care of the cattle, horses, chickens, 
hauling grain, were all included in the daily 
chores, and the neighbors who may have won- 
dered what Jacob Leiske had hopedto accomp- 
lish on a farm with three girls, found that his farm 
flourished along with the others. 

(On the other side of Rainy Creek lived the 
J.C. Carritt family. Close relationships grew up 
between the two families. Marjorie and | (Alyce) 
are still good friends while Muriel and my sister, 
Diana developed a friendship which lasted 
through the years by correspondence, We still 
reminisce over those long ago days of hard and 
rugged times when we could laugh and giggle 
over anything and with our built-in sense of 
humor, it kept us going. To this day we find this 
good therapy when we get together. The H.H. 
Humann family lived to the west of us. 

‘About 2% miles down the road was the Car- 
ritt School. As we passed the Carritt home on 
‘our way to school with our horse and buggy, we 
picked up the Carritt girls. To break the monot- 
‘ony, Marjorie and | sometimes tried making the 
trip on stilts 

big treat in the winter was going down the 

‘Nelson hill” on the long sled or toboggan that 

Frank Thompson built. Marion Nelson was 
another dear friend and her brother, Floyd, 
and | both started schoo! on the same day and 
sat at a double desk. Bertha and Ronald Nel- 
son were in the same grade and they were pri 
vileged to leave the classroom early to haul 
drinking water in a bucket for all the school 
kids. 

Diana's first music teacher was Emma Nel- 
son. We were fortunate to have a pump organ in 
‘our home so Diana could practise. Dad loved 
music and was self taught. We started singing at 
an early age and this was a dally ritual which 
continued in our home for years, All three girls 
learned to play their first few notes with har- 
mony on that organ, 

‘When Dad was a young man in North Da- 
kota, he was on a regular baseball team. We stil 











Jacob and Katie Leiske 


have a photo to verify that and he was willing, in 
the evenings, to give of his precious time and 
strength to play ball and teach us how to throw, 
catch, and hit better. That training helped us in 
sports during elementary and high school years. 

We loved our horses and learned to ride at, 
an early age. Many times we had to “round up" 
(as Dad called it) certain cattle, and Diana was 
‘excellent at that assignment. Dad developed 
quite a talent for treating sick or injured farm 
animals. We always felt badly when one of our 
horses was Involved in a trade. 

‘Our water supply on the farm was some- 
thing else. There was the pump shaft in the 
{ground for the water and along rod, about 3 feet 
high, parallel to the ground, to which we 
hitched a steady tame horse, and one of us 
would have to ride that horse, and by going 
round and round in a circle, it pumped the water 
into the horse trough. We really got tired of the 
constant job, and sometimes Dad would reward 
us, not with a dollar bill but with the special treat 
of a big, red apple — a real luxury. 

Many winters it was 50° below and colder. 
We had only two bedrooms and two beds so you 
can guess how many slept in one of those beds! 
With all three of us, Bertha in the middle, plus 
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Jacob Leiske’s threshing out 


feather ticks and patchwork quilts, we wore 
quite cozy. Our Bentley neighbors were really 
neighborly, and friendly and they would gather 
at a home to help one anather, whether it was 
sawing the winter's wood, carding sheep's wool, 
‘sewing quilts, or butchering and preparing beet 
for sausages, liverwurst, smoked meat, etc. 

‘Along with our chickens, we also kept 
ducks, geese and turkeys. Weasels sometimes 
invaded the chicken coops and depleted the 
flock. We kept the gopher population down by 
setting traps, saving the tails in Prince Albert 
tobacco cans and turning them in for govern- 
ment bounty. We really enjoyed watching the 
beaver build their dams in the creek. Dad had a 
couple of swift hounds which he admired and he 
used them to hunt coyotes, 

We made our own soap with lye and tallow 
and did our washing In a little wooden hand- 
operated machine before squeezing them 
through the wringer which was clamped on to a 
galvanized tub. 

For special occasions Mother would curl 
‘our hair with a big round spike that had been 
heated in the fire — a forerunner of the curling 
iron. | still remember the pound jar of Theatrical 
Cold Cream she ordered from the T. Eaton or 
Simpson catalog. 

In 1924 my parents heard of an opportunity 
to begin a dairy business in Calgary. As was the 
custom, with every move came an auction sale 
with crowds of people and the tantalizing aroma 
of lunches which had been prepared for eve- 
ryone. C.F. Damron called our sale and there 
was much excitement as we contemplated mov- 
ing to the city, yet the farewells were sad, 

Our dairy was called the North Hill Dairy 
and we were located not far from where the new 
airport is. Here we delivered bottles of milk to 


‘our customers in the city and to our neighbors. 

Finally a son was born to Jake and Katie 
Leiske in Calgary, on August 12, 1926, Clayton 
Jacob. 

‘Somehow or other, we were able to own a 
piano and we each got to take a few lessons 
which was a big help, and we kept on practising 
and learning and Dad saw to it that we kept on 
singing. Relatives and friends often joined us. 

It seemed that Mother had many talents. 
She made delicious meals, sewed dresses for us 
from her own designed patterns, rubbed our 
sore backs and treated us with old home reme- 
dies. She showed us how to keep the house 
clean, including how to calcimine the walls — 
either White or Buff 

After two more years of dairy work, the folks 
decided to move to a farm at Beiseker, Diana 
rode a horse all the way to Beiseker. There we 
continued to do some chores and go to school, 
played ball, and for fun with our friends we 
would ride horses and see who had the best 
racing horse, 

In 1981, Diana married Harold Fisher of 
Bowden. Their wedding was held in our home 
and we still wonder how we got over 100 people 
inside those four walls, Harold's farm was 3 
miles east of Bowden and they farmed there for 
42 years. They had one son, Darle Roy, born 
October 2, 1932, and he became a big help on 
the farm. Diana was famous for her wedding 
cakes. They were professionally done and 
each one was a masterpiece 

In 1994, | married Borden Fisher (brother to 
Harold) and we moved to his farm east of Innis- 
fail. We had two children; a son, Roger Borden 
and a daughter, Cheri Lee 

Bertha attended Canadian Junior College 
at Lacombe from 1936 to 1939. To help defray 
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cost of tuition, music lessons, etc., Dad sold a 
cow to the college and Bertha worked in the 
kitchen and in the glove and puffed wheat fac- 
tory. She graduated and worked at several se- 
ccretarial jobs in the U.S. In 1944, she attended 
Columbia Union College in Takoma Park, Mary- 
land, where she earned all of her tuition and 
‘expenses by working in the Registrar's Office. In 
hor senior year, her wages were finally raised to 
65 cents per hour. After graduation in the 
summer of 1946, she was asked to be Assistant 
Registrar at Walla Walla College in Washington 
State. There she met a G.1. who was majoring in 
Business Administration — Melvin Hempel from 
Seattle. Their wedding was on June 15, 1947, 
in the chapel at Canadian Junior College. At 
the end of Melvin’s senior year, June 1948, 
they worked for a few months in Bozeman, 
Montana, at the Seventh Day Adventist Con- 
ference Office before responding to a call to 
mission service, first to Shanghai, then Hong 
Kong and finally Singapore, making a total of 
12 years in the Orient. 

Bertha continued her music studies with the 
Royal School of Music in London and taught 
piano in the Far Eastern Academy, a schoo! for 
American children of overseas workers. In 1950 
a daughter, Glenna Marie was born and in 1952, 
a son, Jan William joined the family. In 1954 
their hearts were saddened by the loss of a 
baby daughter. 

The folks had moved to Lacombe in the 
1940's where Dad and Clayton had a thriving 
building moving business. Things were going 
quite well until 1958 when Clayton had a fatal 
accident in Hinton while moving a gasoline stor- 
age tank. Tragedy seemed to stalk the families 
and in December of 1959 Dad died in the La~ 
combe hospital 

Bertha and family came home in January of 
1960 and because her husband needed medical 
attention, they stayed in the U.S. permanently, 
locating in Southern California 

Mother passed away in Lacombe in April, 
1964 and during her iliness we three girls were 
able to be with her in her time of need. My hus- 
band, Borden, died in October of that same 
year and | moved to Lacombe and lived near 
my son and family, 

(On April 3, 1977, | married a friend of many 
years, Brian Bell of Caroline. We live in the 
country on a ranch where people are neighborly 
and friendly, and where my own and Brian’s 
families and grandchildren frequently come to 








visit. 
Diana, Harold and Dare, sold their farm 


in 1973 and moved to a mobile home park in 
Olds. After a lengthy illness, Harold passed 
away on November 14, 1978, and Diana and 
Darle still live there among kind neighbors and 
friends. 

No matter how the years fly by, none of us 
will ever forget those pioneering days of our 
youth and the joys and sorrows we experienced 
when we lived in good old Bentley, 


LEISKE, SAM SENIOR AND FAMILY 
By Elmer Leiske 


While living near the Union College north 
of Lacombe, which now is College Heights, 
Sam Leiske, my dad, in 1917 bought seven 
quarters of land in the Bentley district, the lo- 
cation of the land was south and east of Be’ 

ley. The north half of section 12 and the south 
east quarter of section 12-40-28-W.4, and the 
east half of section 1-40-28-4-W.4, and the 
north halt of section 36-39-28-4-W.4, Mrs, Sam 
Leiske my mother, bought the north east quar- 
ter of section 10-40-1-W.5 at the same time. 

My two oldest brothers, William and Hul- 
drich, and my step brother, Fred Renschler, 
came from Belseker Alberta, and bought land 
in the Bentley district at the same time as my 
dad, They each bought a half section of land, 
south and east of Bentley. 

There was very little of this land that was 
broken, and the rest of it was brush and trees. 
My dad and my three brothers, Sam, Edwin, 
Jacob, and myself, cut the trees and cleared 
the brush. All this work was done on week- 
ends and summer holidays. | used to hate 
weekends and summer holidays, because | 
had to help pile brush and pick roots. 

In the spring of 1918, Dad bought a trac- 
tor from Morrison and Johnson in Lacombe 
and also a breaking plow. That was the start of 
a lot of work, Edwin ran the tractor and | had 
to ride the breaking plow. Gee those days 
were long and hot days. Lot of this work was 
done while we still lived in Lacombe. There 
was an old log house on the farm where we 
Used to eat our lunches, then in the summer 
holidays we lived in it, after my mother 
cleaned it. This went on like that till Edwin got 
martied in January 1920. Then, Edwin and his 
wife Lea moved to one of the quarters, after a 
house and barn were built. 











In March 1920, Dad bought a house in the 
town of Bentley, from Mr. Tom Lorimer. We 
moved to Bentley in June 1920. While living in 
the town of Bentley we cleared and broke the 
rest of the land. Dad built a house and barn 
and we had Mr. Ted Zeluf drill a well for us. 
There was no Planning Commission then te 
ling you where, how and what to build 

In the summer of 1920, a Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist Church was built. All the lumber and 
material was bought and hauled from the 
Blackfalds lumber yard and hauled to the loca- 
tion where the church was to be built, by 
horse and wagons, all in one day. The church 
location was two miles south and one east of 
Bentley. At this time there was a large church 
membership. 

In 1922, my brother Sam got married to 
Marie Miller, They went to California to finish 
his Medical School, and he is still living in Lo- 
di, California. My brother Jacob also went to 
California to the Medical School and in 1930 
he married Erma Johnson and in 1931 he lost 
his life in an automobile accident, 

In 1924, my dad sold the house in Bentley 
to Mr. Jack Damron, and then we moved out 
to the farm, and | helped my dad on the farm 
until 1928 when | took over the farm. 

In 1930, my brother William and wife and 
family moved to Kelowna, B.C., after selling 
his farm at Bentley. He retired and lived there 
Until March 1973, when his wife passed away. 
In August, 1974, William passed away. 

In 1936, | sold my farm to Mr. Bob Gibson of 
Lacombe. | went to Calgary for a while and in 
1940, | went to Drumheller to work in the coal 
mine. Dad and Mother moved to Calgary for 
awhile and then moved to Red Deer and in 
1940 they moved to Lacombe, where they 
stayed until July 1953, when my mother 
passed away, and in July 1964, my dad passed 
away. 

November 11, 1942, | joined the Canadian 
‘Armed Forces, and I got my discharge from the 
‘Armed Forces in April 14, 1946. | got married in 
1946 to Gladys Sayler and we came to live in 
Lacombe, worked in a garage until 1977 when | 
retired, and we are still living here in Lacombe. 
We had two children, Brenda and Lionel, and 
they are both married and living in Lacombe. We 
have two grandsons, Rodney and Corey. 

In 1947, my brother Huldrich sold his farm 
and moved to Lacombe with his wife and family, 
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where he retired until March 1979, when Hul- 
drich passed away, and in June 1979 his wife 
Emma passed away. 


LEISKE, WILLIAM 
By Harry B. Hansen 


William Leiske, son of Sam Leiske, settled 
on the S.W.12-40-28-W.4th, the farm previously 
‘owned by George Court, about 1918. 

He built a new barn and made other im: 
provements on the place. 

Mr. & Mrs, Lelske had two daughters, Len- 
dina and Vineta. They both attended Gull Lake 
School. 

The Leiskes lived here about ten to twelve 
years, then moved to the Carlstrom place, 
about three miles south east, on the N.W.4-40- 
28-4. The old log house there served many 
families. Built by Carlstrom, it had about four 
rooms and an upstairs attic. The Leiske girls 
still attended Gull Lake School, 

Lindina married Ernie Sparway, who had @ 
trucking business. They moved to Kelowna, 
8.C., where Lindina operated a ladies wear shop 
for many years. 

The rest of the family soon followed their 
daughter to B.C. Mr, & Mrs. Leiske passed 
away several years ago. 


LEITCH, DAVID FAMILY 
By Mary Leitch 

Mr. and Mrs, David Leitch and daughter, 
Mary, came to Bentley on May 13, 1946, from 
Rose Valley, Saskatchewan. Due to ill health, 
Mr. Leitch was compelled to leave the farm and 
Mrs. Leitch was blind so they were under the 
care of Mary. They came to live in a small house 
on the farm of their daughter and son-in-law, Mr. 
& Mrs. Melville Carruthers. This was a farm they 
had rented from Edwin Chowen and is now 
owned by William Allan. 

(On March 27, 1947 Mr. Leitch passed away 
at the age of 80 years, after having suffered a 
slight heart attack in February and also being an 
epileptic. Mr. and Mrs. Leitch had celebrated 
their 53rd wedding anniversary on February 13, 
1947. 

Mrs. Leitch and Mary remained in their 
home until December. Then they stored their 
furniture at Chris Spychers and went to Saskat- 
chewan to another daughters until they could 
get a place in Bentley. After a year and a halt, 








Mr. & Mrs, David Leitch - 1947 


they returned to Bentley and took up residence 
in the upstairs of a building owned by WR, 
Woolgar. They lived there until Jerry and Kay 
Leach, of Lacombe, bought the building and 
Opened a variety store. Mary and her mother 
then moved to a small house owned by C.M. 
Farrell, which was situated across the alley from 
where the new Bank of Montreal stands. 

On January 3, 1955, Mrs. Leitch passed 
away at the age of 88. Mary obtained a job that 
spring at the Electric Shop and worked there for 
7 months and then went to work at the Red and 
White Store, owned by M.S. Witherell, and 
worked there for 7 years. After that she was 
night operator for the A.G.T. for3 years. In 1966, 
when the Dial System came into effect in Ben- 
tley, she again worked for the Red and White 
store and in 1968 she retired, She is now living in 
a suite in the home of Mr. & Mrs. Eimer Calkins 
and is a very happy and contented person. 


LENZ, FRED FAMILY 
Fred and Dorothy Lenz were married on 
December 11, 1944, in Vancouver. They re- 
turned to their home town, Semans, Saskatche- 
wan, and continued farming there. 
‘Two sons, Gary and Brian, were born there. 
In the fall of 1948 they sold their farm and 
moved to Vancouver, B.C. They resided there 


for six months, during which time their daugh- 
ter, Elaine, was born. 

In March, 1949, they moved to Bentley, Al- 
berta, the S.W.16-40-1-W.5th, to the George 
Stephenson farm. Subsequently, three more 
children were born; Grant in 1950; Glen in 1952: 
and Sharon in 1956. All six children attended 
school in Bentley and were active in sports. 

Gary married June Porter. They have two 
boys and live in St. Albert, where Gary is a 
fireman. 

Brian married Dianne Sawyer. They have a 
son and daughter and are farming on the home 
farm with Fred and Dorothy. 

ine is a lawyer and lives in Calgary, 

Grant married Janice McCartney. They live 
in Calgary, where Grant is an instructor at 
SALT. 

‘Sharon lives in Red Deer, where she is 
working towards becoming a registered indus- 
trial accountant. 

Glen married Laurie Tharou, They have a 
daughter and are also farming on the home 
farm, 






























































to R- Brian, Elaine, Gary 
Front row L to R - Grant, Sharon Glen 


Fred Lenz family. Back row L 


LINDSAY, DAVE & ANNIE 
By Annie Lindsay 


We originally came from Scotland in 
1922. My late husband, Dave Lindsay, first 
worked in Canada at the Lacombe Experimental 
Station, where he was plotman 

Later we bought a quarter section, 2% 
miles north of the Lockhart corner. The 
Lockhart Church, which we attended is still 
standing, and is now just a land mark. On the 
opposite side of the road a new school was 
built, called the Calkins Valley School, so 
named after an early settler, Charlie Calkins, 
(Elmer Calkins’ dad). When school bus service 
took over, a nice schoo! building was vacant 
for a time. It is now known as the Lockhart 
Centre and many events are now held there. 

There being no buildings on the place, 
my husband took the train from Lacombe to 
Rimbey and the first things he bought were a 
team of horses and a wagon, He hauled lum- 
ber to build our first home, a two room house, 
and a porch. Two carpenters, by name, Ed. 
Johnson and Bill Cook, helped to build it. 

Mr. & Mrs. Rex Dolman boarded them and 
they slept in a granary. My husband then went 
back to Lacombe and we got ready to ship our 
furniture by train. The day we left Lacombe we 
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were invited for dinner by a Mr. & Mrs. Hutton, 
a lovely treat indeed, for us, and strange to say 
Mr. Hutton was a great uncle of Norva Landry, 
so it's a small world indeed, 

When we got off the train we were met by 
our good friends and neighbors and when we 
got to their home, Mrs. Dolman had a lovely 
dinner ready for us and a lovely “Welcome”. 
We were close friends until they passed away. 

Next was the building of a barn. 

Getting back to farm days, - getting up our 
winter supply of firewood was a must. Rex 
Dolman and Dave would leave in the morning 
with team and sleighs, and worked until they 
had their loads filled, | can’t give the location, 
but it was on open land out west of where 
Jimmy and Elsie Jaffray now live. By the time 
the men got home, their pants and overalls 
were frozen stiff like boards, Then nearer spr- 
ing the neighbors would go from farm to farm 
with tractor and buzz saw, and cut firewood up 
into stove lengths. Then it was the chore of 
splitting and piling it for our next winter's sup- 
ply. 





‘The roads in the early days left a lot to be 
desired. When the time came for road work to 
be done, each farmer put so much time with 





Mr. & Mrs, Dovid Lindsay 
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horses and machinery, such as fresnos, etc. 
(the names of which escape me). The council- 
lor at that time was the late Jim Robson, 
(Grover’s dad). The foreman of the road crew 
was Mr. Wm. Wiese, grandfather of Laurin and 
Wilfred Wiese. Dave, being from Scotland 
where younger folks were brought up to res- 
pect their elders, and as such, spoke and re- 
ferred to the foreman as "Mr. Wiese", until one 
day he said, “If you call me Mr. Wiese once 
more, Dave, you'll go home.” So after that he 
was just “Bill” and all was well 

Our family consisted of two children; Da- 
vid, now a heavy duty mechanic in Edmonton; 
and Nan, our daughter, now Mrs. Nan Gideon 
who lives 61 miles north of Bentley. Both Da- 
vid and Nan attended Symonds School, a dis- 
tance of 1% miles and either walked or rode 
horseback on old Baldy. Names of teachers 
‘evade my memory, but | will mention a few: 
Mr. G.C. Spence, who later became Dr. C.C: 
Spence, in agriculture at the University of Al- 
berta, and later bought land where he lived 
and died, S.W. of Rimbey; Mrs. 7.8. Millar whose 
husband had a cheese factory at Sylvan Lake. 
He was a brother to JF. Millar, owner of the 
Bentley Creamery; a Mrs. Virgil Neis, a name | 
see mentioned at times in the Alix news; Mrs. 
Eva Letroy, who taught at Lockhart before com- 
ing to Symonds School; a Mr. L.L. Gaetz, who | 
believe, still lives in Red Deer. There was also a 
Mr. Zado. 

‘As Symonds just taught up to Grade 9, 
Nan started her Grade 10 at Calkins Valley 
‘School, with @ Mr, Nibogie as teacher. 

(On account of health reasons, we had to 
give up our farming days, and sold out in 1956, 
leaving many good friends and neighbors. It's 
always a pleasure to meet and talk with them 
and also a delight to have them drop in for 
coffee or tea 

‘On the good advice of our daughter and 
son-in-law, Chester (Hoot) Gideon, we bought 
a two bedroom house in Rimbey and had it 
moved down on to their land, and enjoyed our 
quiet life, where my husband kept up his inter- 
est, in crossing the road and seeing all the li- 
vestock, which he always loved. He passed 
away on August 2, 1962. 

| continued to live in my home for a num- 
ber of years until | moved into a small house in 
Bentley. When the Senior Citizens Apartments 
were completed, | moved into one of the sui- 








tes, where | have been for six years. | am very 
happy, cozy, and contented, with so many 
00d friends all together, and here | hope to 
stay as long as health and strength shall last 
So, | will just carry on "One day at a time’ 


LINER, JOHN & FAMILY 
By Harry Liner 

In early 1910 John Liner and his brother, 
Olof, sailed for America. Later the same year 
brother Per also arrived. They first came to 
Barons, Alberta, where a sister and brother-in- 
law farmed. They were Hannah and Henry 
Thorsell 

The brothers were carpenters and worked 
at their trade for some time in southern Alber 
ta, They ventured north to the Lacombe area, 
looking for homesteads. Three quarters were 
available 30 miles west of Lacombe, They each 
homesteaded one quarter, and that winter 
built @ log house on John's land. When spring 
arrived they returned south to do carpenter 
work for the summer. 

In the fall of 1911, John’s wife, Edla, and 
three children, Anders, 6 years, Anna, 5 years, 
and Alice 2 years, sailed for Canada. With her 
came Per's wife, Mina and son Gunnar. They 
made the long trip by train across Canada, 
and landed at Lacombe, where their husbands 
‘met them. 

That first winter John's and Pers families, 
and Olof, lived in the log house built the previ- 
‘ous winter, while they built homes on the 
other two quarters belonging to Per and Olof 

John built a log barn and bought a few 
cattle, pigs, and chickens. He cleared a few 
acres and bought a team of oxen to break the 
land. He often had to leave his family to go out 
to work, as many had to do, because the in- 
come was very meager those days. 

In Apfil, 1913, another daughter was born. 
She was named Albertina, which was soon 
shortened to Alta. She had a busy and inter- 
esting career. She finished high schoo! in Cal- 
gary and went to Normal School to become a 
teacher also, like her sister, Anna. After teach- 
ing school a few years she entered Western 
Baptist College and became a missionary. In 
1943 she went to Nigeria, Africa, under the Su- 
dan Interior Missions. She served two 4 year 
terms in Africa. 

She returned in 1947 on furlough, just be- 
fore her father passed away. She went back 


for her second term in the fall of 1948. The cli- 
mate in Africa was hard on Alta’s health, and 
she found she had to give up her work there. 
She returned to Canada and taught schoo! in 
the Peace River district of northern Alberta, 

There she met and married Edmond Roy 
in 1957. She continued teaching for a few 
years after her marriage, while Edmond was 
farming. They eventually left the farm and 
worked for a number of years in the town of 
Peace River. They are now retired and living in 
Kelowna, B.C. 

‘Anders started school at Benjamin in 
1913, Anna also attended that school the fol- 
lowing year. Mr. D.M, Layton was their teacher 
that year. We found schoo! difficult at first be- 
cause we did not know the English language. 
However, we soon learned to understand our 
teacher and progress at schoo! became favo- 
rable 

During the summer months wild berries 
were very plentiful, so we, like all the other 
families, picked and preserved strawberries, 
saskatoons, wild raspberries, and blueberries, 
which were relished in the long cold winter 
months 

In July, 1916, tragedy struck our family 
when our dear mother, Edla, passed away giv- 
ing birth to a daughter, Gladys. 

John was heartbroken and didn't know 
how he would manage to raise his young fami- 
ly, and especially a new baby, by himself. Mr. 
& Mrs, Archie Putland, who had no children of 
their own, offered to adopt baby Gladys. They 
did not want to give up their baby, but know it 
was for the best, so she became the daughter 
of Mr. & Mrs, Putland, 

They were very good to her and she had a 
happy childhood. She resides in B.C., and has 
for many years. 

For the next two years the other four chit. 
dren stayed with relatives in southern Alberta, 
and John worked at his carpenter trade. 

In December, 1918, John married Sofia 
Peterson, a lady he knew in Sweden. He then 
brought his family all back to the homestead 
and they were so happy to be back home to- 
gether, and have a new mother. All the chil 
dren continued their schooling at Benjamin, 

Alter finishing school, Anders worked for 
his father on the farm and also in southern Al- 
berta. In 1930 he filed on @ homestead at Win- 
field, where he lived for many years. In 1952 
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he sold his homestead and bought his father's 
farm at Benjamin, which he farmed until 1968, 
when he moved to Rimbey. In October, 1968, 
Andy married Eva Andrews and they are re 
tired and living in Rimbey. 

‘Anna finished Grade 9 in Benjamin 
‘School, then went to Calgary to High School 
and Normal. She taught schoo! for eight years 
in Central Alberta. After the death of her step 
mother in 1936 she came home to keep house 
for her father, and help on the farm. In 1944, 
‘Anna and her dad left the farm and moved to 
White Rock, B.C. where they lived until John 
passed away in March, 1948, 

After his death, Anna came back to Alb- 
erta where she married Andrew Crawford who 
farmed south of Eckville in the Diamond Valley 
istrict. They were on the farm till 1971, when 
they sold it and bought a house in Red Deer. 
They really enjoyed good health and a happy 
retirement until Andy passed away suddenly 
on February 12, 1980. 

After finishing school, Alice worked for a 
number of years in Calgary. In 1939 she mar- 
ried Gust Svenson of the Winfield district. One 
son, Alfred, was born in 1940. Alice passed 
away after an illness in 1964. Gust continued 
to live on the farm until his passing in 1975, 

Alfred continued to farm the land his pa- 
rents settled in Winfield. 


LINER, OLOF 
By Harry Liner 


In the fall of 1910 Olof Liner filed on a ho- 
mestead in the Benjamin district, after arriving 
from Sweden. 

While working at his trade as a carpenter, 
he also managed to clear some land and build 
@ home on it. 

In 1917 he again returned to Sweden to 
bring his wife, Lydia and seven year old son, 
Algot, back with him, 

They settled in the Barons area south of 
Calgary, where they rented some land and 
tried farming. This venture proved unsuccess- 
ful, as they suffered three solid years of crop 
failures, due to drought, cutworms, and gras- 
shoppers. 

During this time, Olof often had to leave 
his family, and go out to work to keep them 
fed. 

While at Barons, their second and third 
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sons were born; Harry in 1918 and Robert in 
1920, 

In 1921, Olof and his family moved to his 
homestead, where they lived about a year and 
a half 

In 1923, he sold his land and the family 
lived in Calgary for a year. 

Then in 1924, Olof bought a C.P. R. quar- 
ter in the Lockhart district, the S.E. 13-41-3- 
W.Sth, where he worked and cleared about 100 
acres, and broke it with horses. 

In January, 1927, their youngest son, 
Carl, was born. Harry and Bob attended Cal- 
kins Valley School, as did Carl later. 

Aigot, often called “Slim”, a nickname 
that suited him, worked in southern Alberta. 
He remained a bachelor and passed away in 
Calgary in November, 1978 

Harry operated a trucking business and 
bulk gas dealership from the farm location for 
about five years. When he gave up his Liner's 
Transport business he bought his father’s 
farm, which he continues to operate. In 1945, 
Harry martied Marie Krossa from the Bluffton 
area, They have three children, Susan, and her 
husband, Russell, farm in the Bawif area, east 
fof Camrose. Annette, and her husband, Jim 
live near Leduc, and Jim works for the City of 
Edmonton. Son Gordon lives in Red Deer and 
is employed by Festival Ford dealership, 
where he has been for some years. 

Robert bought land in the Lockhart dis- 
trict, which he farmed for many years. In 1957, 
he married Alice Haarstad. They continued 
farming until 1968, when they sold their farm 








(Mr. & Mrs, Olof Liner 50th Anniversary 





and moved to Rutland, B.C., where Bob 
worked for a time as a carpenter. In 1972, Bob 
and Alice moved back to Alberta and lived on 
their land in Lockhart until they retired in 1980 
and moved to Rimbey, where they now reside, 
Bob also operated a lumber mill in the winter 
months for some years, first west of Rimbey, 
and later west of Rocky Mountain House, 

When Carl finished school he assisted his 
brother, Harry, as a truck driver. Later he 
‘operated a cafe at Stavely, Alberta. When he 
sold this restaurant he moved to Calgary and 
became a licensed auto body mechanic. He 
and his wife, Martha, were married in 1957, 
and they continue to live and work in Calgary. 

In 1948, Olof and Lydia retired to Calgary. 
Olof suffered a stroke in 1966. He was able to 
get around for a few years, but later became 
bedridden. He was able to take an interest in 
things almost to the very end. Lydia kept him 
at home and nursed him, until he passed away 
in December, 1971. Lydia continued to live at 
her home in Calgary until she was 90. Then 
she sold her home and moved into the Park- 
land Manor, Rimbey's Senior Citizen's Home. 
This being January, 1981, she will be 97 years 
old in June, and she is busy as can be, knitting 
and crocheting; also reading. Her eyes are in 
very good condition, and she is so happy that 
she can read so easily: reading being one of 
her special loves. She has been known to 
remark how happy she is that she learned to 
read and write English, because she has never 
been lonely, as long as she had some good read- 
ing. 


LOCKHART, JAMES & FAMILY 


James Lockhart and his wife, Sarah, and 
family emigrated to the United States, ending 
up in Nebraska, in the early 1880's. They left 
‘one daughter behind with relatives. 

In 1902 Mr. Lockhart came to Canada and 
homesteaded the N.E.18-41-2-W.6th. In March, 
1903, he brought his family and settler’s ef- 
fects to this homestead, where, today, Greg 
Beddoes lives. 

James Lockhart’s family consisted of his 
wife, Sarah, and two daughters. Annie and He- 
fen, and one son, Jimmie, Also accompanying 
them was another daughter; Florence, with her 
husband, Jim Richardson, and their family. 

‘As there was no accommodation on the ho- 
mestead, the family had to stay in Lacombe for 








over a week, until Mr. Lockhart could make 


some place for them to live. 

Times were tough and they were further 
saddened by the death of Jimmie in January, 
1904, 





Group at Lockhart - 1914. Back row L to R - George 
Fraser, James Lockhart. Middle row oR Jn Richard: 
son, Florence Richardson, Sarah Lockhart. Front row L 
feR-Duncan Layton, Annie Layton, Mary Layton, Mary 
Froser. 





The first church service for the area was 
held in the Lockhart home in the spring of 
1904. Also in 1904 a school district was for: 
med, and named the Calkins Valley School 
District. The chairman of the board was W.E. 
Calkins and the Secretary-Treasurer was 
James Lockhart, who held this position until 
his death in 1916, 

‘As they were among the first settlers of 
this area, and a large influx of settlers contin- 
Uued to arrive, the Lockhart home was a popu- 
lar stopping place for the settlers. 

Up until 1906 the nearest post office was 
Bentley, so a post office was established for 
this area. It was in the Lockhart home with 
James Lockhart as postmaster, and his wife as 
assistant. The post office was named 
“Lockhart” 

In 1908, their daughter, Annie, married 
Duncan Layton, who had homesteaded about 
four miles west of them, and who alternated 
between school teaching and farming, 

During the winter of 1918-16 both Sarah 
and James Lockhart passed away, a short time 
apart, 
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Two of their grandsons’ James Lockhart 
Layton, and Robert Duncan Layton, stil live in 
the same general area, 


LOCKHART U.F.A, 
By Eimer E. Calkins 


The Lockhart Junior U.F.A. was organ 
ized in 1926, with Jimmie Robson as Presi- 
dent, and Effie Gelin as Secretary. Meetings 
were held once a month, with a dance after- 
wards, on a Saturday night. 

Plays were put on in the winter time to 
raise money to sond delegates to Edmonton, 
held the first week of June, at the University. 

The first year four delegates were sent. 
These were Effie Gelin, Bill Wetzel, James 
Fraser, and Farra Odenbach. In the following 
years only two delegates went, 

Every fall we put on a “Harvest Dance” 
and hired an orchestra from Rimbey or La- 
combe, either Rudy Piatt with his three or four 
piece band, or Woody's from Lacombe, 

After the election of 1935, with Social 
Credit winning, there was no more U.F.A. 

Calkins Valley pioneers had built their 
church and their school and in 1919 they de- 
cided to build a hall as a centre for their social 
activities. A ninety-nine year lease on a plot of 
land adjacent to the school was acquired. Vo- 
lunteer labor soon had the hall completed and 
evergreen trees planted around the yard. The 
hall was in business - and what a business! 
Dances, parties, concerts, talent shows, mee- 
tings, card parties, picnics, one-round boxing 
matches, and even women’s boxing, were 
held. Just ask Mrs. Nellie Jaffray Healing and 





Lockhart UF.A. - 1927 
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Mrs, Flora Beddoes about their bout with Len 
Beddoes as referee. 

With all this activity an addition was nee- 
ded. This was added to the east side and 
housed a kitchen and a lunch counter. 
Chicken and turkey suppers were added to the 
‘goings on”. A new floor was needed so one 
was installed by the Junior U.F.A. members. In 
the 1940's when electric power came to the 
Valley, the hall was wired for electricity. 

‘One snowy evening in the early 1950's, 
two hours before a Talent Night program was 
to begin, the hall burned to the ground. No 
new hall was built to replace that little yellow, 
green-trimmed hall, That parcel of land was 
once again part of a farm field, 

Mr. John Kurzman was the head carpen: 
ter when the hall was built. 


LOFGREN, EDWARD AND NANIE 


Edward (Ed) Andrew Lofgren emigrated 
from Sweden to Duluth, Minnesota, as a 
young man. Nanie Caroline Anderson came a 
short time later and they were married in Du- 
luth. In 1903 they homesteaded near Stavely, 
Alberta, and three of their children, Ruth, 
Agnes and Henry were born there. in 1910 
they moved to Power, Montana where Bil, 
Emma, Axel, Fred and Walter were born. In 
1918 the Lofgrens returned to Alberta, buying 
land west of Blackfalds, S.E. 26-39-1-5, from 
Magnus Boode. This quarter was fenced, but 
had no other improvements. Later the north 
east quarter was purchased, which had been 
homesteaded by Tirey Ames. 

The trip from Great Falls, Montana, had 
been made by train. They brought their 8 child- 
ren, some machinery, a few cows, horses and a 
mule. After a two-day stay in the Blackfaids 
Hotel, all their belongings were loaded on one 
wagon, which was very much overloaded, and 
they headed west over a rough road to theirnew 
home. Along the way, they met Ray Miller who 
helped them out by sharing their load. They had 
lunch at the home of J. Eggen and arrived at the 
Magnus Boode farm by evening. Here they 
stayed until the next day, and then left the child- 
ren there until some order was established in 
their new home. This turned out to be a one- 
room log cabin on the quarter just west of them, 
and had been built by a Mr. Balou. Here they 
stayed from April until November, when their 
ew house was finished. It was a lovely, big 








frame home built of lumber salvaged from the 
Blackfalds Drug Store, with the help of Harry 
Pickering and J. Eggen. Here Leonard was born, 
and the family of nine grew and enjoyed many 
happy times together until, one by one, they left 
for homes of their own. 


The children attended Aspelund school 
until it became overcrowded and then went to 
Carritt school, It was through the efforts of Ed, 
Lofgren and Mr. Erskine that the Durham 
school was finally built, They spent days 
canvassing the district and 9 children also 
helped add to the number in need of a school. 

Horse and buggy was the mode of travel 
for years, as Ed never did own a car. The boys 
owned cars, of course, providing their parents 
with transportation, The first tractor, a Titan, 
was bought in 1924 when another half-section 
(the former Kline farm) was added. As with 
their first land, this was all cleared and broken 
the hard way. However, the whole family 
worked together and in a few years they wore 
raising some excellent wheat and other crops. 
A big horse barn, which is still used and in 
{good condition, was built by Ed and his sons 
in 1993, The lumber was from trees just to the 
south, on the Reiswig place. 

This barn, in its early years, was the spot 
for many barn dances. People came trom 
miles around in wagons, buggies and on hor- 
seback every two weeks and the big yard 
would be full of horses tied to the outfits, 
where they were given hay brought by their 
owners, 80 they wouldn't object to staying un- 
til daylight the next day. On Sunday after: 
noons this same yard was a favorite spot for 
hard ball games when the young people would 
have another get-together. 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day were 
‘open house at the Lofgren home, especially 
for the local bachelors. At times over twenty 
people would sit around the table for 
Christmas dinner. Even though they had no 
relatives in this country, they were never alone 
as they had a host of friends. 

Nanie died in September, 1949, and is bu- 
ried in the Sylvan Lake cemetery. Ed died 1947 
and is also buried there. Emma died in 1922, 
Walter in 1974 and Henry and Ruth in 1979. Of 
those remaining, Willie lives in Klamath Falls, 
Ore., Fred in Spokane, Wash., Agnes and 
Philip Schmidt in Red Deer and Leonard in or 
ear Salmon Arm, B.C. All but Alex and Walter 





married. Ruth married Emil Schmiat, also @ pi- 
oneer in the Blindman Valley. 


LORIMER, THOMAS M. & FAMILY 
By Marjorie 8, Meikle 


‘Thomas M. Lorimer, and his wife, Geor- 
gena, were born in Ontario, going to Manitoba 
around the turn of the century. They were mar- 
ried in Brandon, Man. in July, 1905, 

With their daughters, Marjorie and Gladys, 
they moved {rom Kerrobert, Saskatchewan, to 
Bentley in the fall of 1918 

During that summer the Alberta Pacific 
Grain Co. built the first elevator in this village to 
serve the whole Blindman Valley. Tom Lorimer 
‘was the first grain buyer at the new elevator. The 
first fall, when threshing started, the teams and 
‘wagons, in the early morning, often madea solid 
lineup from the elevator back to the Blindman 
River, west of the village. 

The following year Imperial Oil Company 
opened a warehouse beside the track and Mr. 
Lorimer became their agent, leading a busy life 
handling the grain and oll business for the dis- 
trict. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Lorimer were active in the 
community; Church and Sunday School work. 
Mr. Lorimer was reeve of the village for a term, 
superintendent of the Sunday School, and an 
enthusiastic curler. Mrs. Lorimer taught a class 
of teen girls in Sunday School. She was the first 
woman to serve as a trustee on the Bentley 
School Board. Clarence Damron was chairman 
at that time, 

The first schoo! Marjorie attended was the 
old 1og building behind the church, before the 
red brick school was built. Gladys started 
school in the new building. Both girls enjoyed 
skating on the open air rink and sometimes 
joined skating parties out on Gull Lake. 

Curling had become a favorite sport for 
Tom when he learned the “roarin' game" as a 
teenager in Hamiota, Manitoba. One winter he 
and his three older brothers, as the Lorimer 
Rink, won top prizes at the Brandon bonspiel. 
While in Bentley he looked forward to taking 
winter holidays, when he, as askip, took rink to 
the Edmonton and Calgary bonspiels. Through 
the years his rinks won many prizes and Grand 
Challenge awards. Many of us recall his voice 
Urging his sweepers - "Sweep, sweep, sweep! 
Whoa, whoa now’, as his shot rock slid to the 
tee. 
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During the first years we lived ina bungalow 
north of the school, east of the C.F. Damron 
residence. Later the Alberta Pacific Grain Co. 
built a bungalow on 48th Avenue. This was the 
first house built on this street. It faced south 
looking into a big grain field across the road, 
Our father planted the evergreen trees along the 
east side of the house. We had a garden and a 
small hen house, so enjoyed fresh summer ve- 
getables and fresh eggs laid by the hens that 
Mother tended with care 

We looked forward to a busy Sunday, when 
‘we were called to Church by the bell pealing out 
across the village, as it was faithfully rung by 
John Birch before both morning and evening 
services. The minister was Rev. John Fawestt. 
He was followed by Rev. Nightingale. 

Two teachers came out from the Maritimes, 
‘They were Miss Hobbs in the junior school and 
Miss Noiles in the high school 

Our family moved to Lacombe in 1925. Mr. 
Lorimer was traveller, on the road for the grain 
company, east of Lacombe to the Saskatchewan 
border. In 1930 he was once again the frst grain 
buyer for the new United Grain Growers eleva- 
tor at Aspen Beach 

Both of the daughters attended Calgary 
Normal School and taught in Alberta during the 
“Dirty Thirties! 

In 1930 Marjorie married David B. Meikle of 
Calgary. Their son, Bruce, lives in Halifax. He 
has two sons and two daughters. Murray lives in 
Calgary and has three daughters, 

Gladys and J. George Darroch of Lacombe 
were martied in June, 1940. Their son, Russell K. 
Darroch is married with one son. He has the 
degree PhD and is teaching in the University of 
Australia in Canberra, 

Daughter Gayle is married with a son and 
daughter living in Arkansas. Lee Anneis married 
and lives in Kentucky. The Darrochs lived in 
Honolulu for several years. They returned tothe 
mainland in 1965, taking up residence in Gol- 
lege Station, Texas. George taught in A & M 
University there. 

George Darroch died in August, 1976 and 
David Meikle passed away in June, 1979. 

‘Thomas Morison Lorimer died of a sudden 
heart attack in June, 1952, at age 72. His wife, 
Georgena Beckett Lorimer died in April, 1966, at 
90 years of age. They are both buried in La~ 
combe Fairview Cemetery. 

‘Our family enjoyed happy years in Bentley 
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and we have fond memories of those years, and 
the many good friends we had when the village 


was reaching a growing period, eventually be- 
coming "The Model Village.” 


LUBECK, OSCAR O. & FAMILY 
By Carl Lubeck 


Grandpa Lubeck bought the former 
‘Thompson farm, south west of Bentley in 1911, 
and moved his family up from Mankato, Minne- 
sota. 

‘On January 17, 1917, Oscar Lubeck, my 
dad, married Pauline Skjonsberg and rented the 
farm until 1925, when we moved to the McKee 
place for a year, Then Dad rented Grandpa 
Johnson's place which we farmed till we moved. 
to the Peace River country in the summer of 
1929, homesteading west of the town of Hines 
Creek, Alberta 

Dad passed away in the fall of 1948. Mother 
married Frank Smith and farmed till 1966, when 
they sold the land and bought a house in Fair- 
view, where Mother is still ving, but Frank is in 
the Whitelaw Home. 

|, Carl Lubeck, was born April 10th, 1917, 
and am a bachelor, farming at Eureka River. 

Helga was born Feb. 6th, 1919, She married 
Charles Lundgard in 1945. They farmed in the 
Royee district, and had a family of four sons. 
Charles died in 1969, Helga married Robert Bur- 
geson in 1974, and now they are living in Fair- 

Earl was born Oct. Sth, 1920, and married 
Ludy Siben. They havea family of two daughters 
and four sons and farm at Worsley, Alberta. One 
son died in infancy. 

Hans was born October 30th, 1922. He is a 





OA, Lubeck home in Rainy Creek 








OA. Lubeck family «1929, 


bachelor. He farmed at Worsley but sold the 
land and is now at Hines Creek. 

Bernard was born, November 19th, 1924. He 
farmed at Worsiey, then sold the land and built a 
house in Spirit River. He is now living thereafter 
getting married last year. 

Fern was:born June 27th, 1927, and was 
married to Carl Christiansen. They live in Ed- 
monton and have a family of one daughter and 
two sons. 

Kenneth was born April 26th, 1929. He mar- 
ried Hazel Shilka, and they have a family of two 
sons and two daughters. They farm at Worsley, 
Alberta. 

Betty was born January 5th, 1932. She mar- 
ried Roman Wasyleiw. They have a family of one 
son and four daughters. They also farm at Wors- 
ley, 

Bernice was born January 18th, 1934. She 
married Donald Friedel and they have a family of 
lone son and two daughters. They farm at Wors- 
ley. 

Howard was born May 21st, 1937, He mar- 
ried Joyce Dixon. They have a family of three 








sons and one daughter. They farm at Eureka 
River, Alberta. 

Harvey, Howard's twin brother died at the 
age of six weeks, 

The twins were born on Mother's birthday, 


LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Highlights from the Anniversary 80oklet, 

The first Scandinavians of Lutheran faith 
settled in the Sunset district west of Bentley and 
were Casper Vig, August 1900; Martin Johnson, 
‘September, 1900; Hans Skjonsberg, November, 
1900, Gerhard Harstad, May, 1901 and Jens P. 
Christianson, May 1901 

In the fall of 1901, Pastor Andreas E. Han- 
son, from Blackfalds, held the first service in the 
district at the home of Martin Johnson. Olger 
Johnson rode horseback to inform the few peo- 
ple of the Pastor's arrival and where the service 
would be held. 

The next settler was Osten Anderson who 
settled in the spring of 1902. 

Sunday Schoo! was started in the summer 
of 1902 with Mrs. Johnson and her son-in-law, 
Hans Skjonsberg, as teachers. Mrs. Johnson 
taught the beginners and Mr. Skjonsberg, who 
had gone to school in the States, taught the 
older ones. 

Pastor A.O. Mortvedt, a relative of the Eg- 
gens in Blackfalds, had land at Aspelund and 
came up from the States occasionally. On ane of 
these visits, Mr. Eggen brought him to Hans 
‘Skjonsberg's home to hold service. This was 
June 18, 1902 and Hulda Skjonsberg and Ella 
Christianson were baptized at that time. 

‘The first confirmation was held in the fall of 
1903 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Gerhard Haar- 
stad and those confirmed were Martin Vig, Gus- 
tay Haarstad and Alma Johnson. Rev. Nodvedt 
was the pastor, but he only stayed for about a 
month, 

Pastor Hector Moe served the congregation 
from Blackfalds on a once-a-month basis from 
the fall of 1903 to February, 1907. Services were 
still being held in the homes. 

The first wedding in the district was the 
double wedding of John Solberg and Sophie Vig 
and John Vig and Alma Solberg. The wedding 
was performed by Pastor Moe in the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Casper Vig. 

The next settlers to come in to the district 
were Oscar Lillevig in 1903, his sister, Miss Julia 
Lillevig in the spring of 1904, Ludwig Larsen, 
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who settled north west of Bentley that same 
spring, and Anders Holmen in 1905. 

‘A need for a church, a place where they 
‘could gather to hear God’s word and socialize 
with one another, was soon felt and on June 3, 
1905 a meeting was called at the home of Mr. 
& Mrs. Hans Skjonsberg to find out what could 
be done about organizing a congregation and 
building a church, 

‘The Vig Evangelical Lutheran congregation 
was organized with the following officers 
elected: President - Jens P. Christianson; 
Secretary-Treasurer - Hans Skionsberg; Trus- 
tees - Casper Vig, Gerhard Harstad and Oscar 
Lillevik. Two acres of land were donated by Mr. 
Lillevik, along the south end of his homestead 
site. The N.W. 14-40-2-5 was to be the site for the 
church building and the cemetery. The church 
was to be 24 ft. by 36 ft. with 10. studdings. The 
Constitution and by-laws were read as written 
by Pastor Moe and they were accepted. 

A permit to cut logs was obtained and on 
Feb. 21, 1907 the cut logs were hauled to the 
farm of Casper Vig, and sawed that summer. The 
building of the church was started in the fall of 
1907 and finished late in 1909 or early 1910. The 
windows, doors and locks for the church cost 
the grand total of $35.00. The church stood east 
and west, had Gothic windows and was lit by 
two Aladdin lanterns. 

March 1908 saw the dedication of the 
church by Pastor Moe. At first, services were 
held once a month and EVERYONE came, by 
horse, on foot or by wagon, During this time the 
offerings were taken by each member walking 
up and laying their gifts on the altar. 

The first confirmation in the church, which 
was not yet finished, was in January 1908, and 
those confirmed were Alfred Vig, Mortis Hol- 
men, Alfred Haarstad and Martin Skjonsberg 

‘The first baptism in the church was in Janu- 
ary, 1909, when Elmer Christianson and Chester 
Solberg were baptized by Pastor A.E. Hanson. 

‘The first wedding in the church was that of 
Olger Johnson and Minnie Olsen (nee Haar- 
stad) and the ceremony was performed by Pas- 
tor T. Emest Knudson, 

The first burial in the cemetery was that of 
Cari, infant son of Mr. and Mrs, John Solberg 
(On June 26, 1911 the cemetery was fenced and 
Mr. Gilbertson’ body, which was buried outside 
the cemetery by mistake, was moved. 

The last class to be confirmed in Norwegian 











Lutheran Church builtin 1947 
destroved by fire. 


to replace first church 


was in 1924, In April 1936, a motion was made 
and accepted to start keeping all reports and 
books for the congregation in the English lan- 
guage, 

In the fall of 1929 a cement foundation was 
put under the church and an entryway was built 
on in the summer of 1939. Later that same year, 
some painting and repairs were done. A grass 
fire completely destroyed the church on Oo- 
tober 6, 1943. 

‘A mesting was held in the home of Mr. and. 
Mrs, Oscar Vig on October 30, 1943 at which 
time amotion was made to write the controller of 
construction in Ottawa for a permit to build a 
new church. Approval was given and in August 
of 194, it was agreed to have George Cum- 
mings build the new church, at a cost of $700. 
‘The basement was dug in the spring of 1945, and 






pape 





Lutheran Church after re-modelting in 1974 


the building started but, owing to the shortage 
of material, it was not completed until July, 
1949. The first service was held in the unfinished 
church on June 16, 1948, when Fern Holmen, 
Peggy Vig, Shirley and Evelyn Harstad, Irene 
and Margarit Solberg and Ramona Anderson 
were confirmed. A furnace was installed in the 
fall of 1948, 

During the summer of 1950, Bentley went 
together with Ponoka to form a parish and re- 
ceived a loan from the Church Extension Fund 
in Minneapolis for a small house to serve as a 
parsonage, and electric lights were installed in 
the church in 1955. 

November 11 to 13, 1955 marked the cele- 
bration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vig Evan- 
gelical congregation and later that year a 
meeting was held to change the name of the 
church and cemetery. Four names were consi- 
dered - Faith, Hope, Calvary and Grace, Grace 
was chosen but due to red tape, the name of the 
cemetery was not changed, 

By this time, Asker had joined, making us 
part of a 3-paint parish. The small parsonage 
‘was sold and the loan increased to builda larger 
one. 

‘The congregation grew, until in 1975, it 
was felt necessary to enlarge and renovate the 
church and this work went on from the fall of 
1975 until the spring of 197 

After renovations were complete the firs 
baptism was that of Tara Jaffray in May, 1977. 
‘The first wedding was of David Cummins and 
‘Audrey Spycher in April, 197 and the first con- 
firmation class was made up of, Paulene Knut- 
son, Paulette Knutson, Brenda Beddoes, 
Stanley Bergesen and Barbara Carlson. The 
first burial from the renovated church was for 
Haakon Bergesen in December, 1977. 

‘A few of the Pastors in the early days of the 
Vig Church were, Pastor Hector Moe - 1903 to 
1908; Pastor A.E. Hanson - 1909; Pastor T. Ern- 
est Knudson - 1909 and Pastor Andreas Hjortaas 
~ 1911-1922. Pastor Ken Harris served from 1973 
to 1977 and at that time, Pastor David Larsen 
‘came and is still serving at the present time. 

During 1979, Grace Lutheran and Sylvan 
Lake Lutheran Bible Camp began to work to- 
gether in an informal way. In the fall of 1979, the 
church decided they would permit their pastor 
to work 20% of his time with the camp as Camp 
Director. 
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MALCOLM, WILLIAM AND KATHERINE 
{to 1950) 
By daughter, Jessie Andrew 


William Malcolm was born March 24th, 
1884, in Strathmartine, near Kirriemuir, County 
of Forfar, Scotland. He emigrated to Canada, 
landing at Halifax in March, 1905. He then came 
by train to Manitoba, where he was employed for 
a time, before venturing further west to work in 
the sawmills at Revelstoke and Comaplex, B.C. 

In 1908 he came to Alberta, filing on a ho-~ 
mestead, the N.W. 14-41-3-W.6th in the Lock- 
hart district, and going back to the sawmills in 
B.C. during the winter months. 

He later married Katherine Jaffray who 
had come out from Scotland with her two broth- 
ers, Alex and George, in 1909. She was born at 
Tarves, near Aberdeen, on Aug. 3rd, 1892. After 
landing at Halifax, they came by train to La- 
combe, which was the end of the rail at that time, 
and were met by her brother James, (Jim), 
with whom she made her home until her marri- 
age. 

In March, 1913, they moved to the NW. 7 
41-2-W.Sth, in the Lockhart district, which had 
been bought previously from the C.P.R. Long 
hours, (and years) were spent clearing the land 
with axe and grub hoe, before breaking with 
horses. Added income was realized from raising 
cattle, pigs, turkeys, and chickens. In the first 
yearsiit was necessary to brand all cattle asherd 
law was not in effect, and cattle were turned out 
on open range in spring. 

In 1925 the S.W. 7-41-2-W.Sth., was pur- 
chased from Ben Bailey, which was only partly 
cleared. Back to the axe and grub hoe! 

In the early 1930s a tractor was purchased, 
an Oliver, Hart-Parr 28-44, which began to retire 
some of the horses. A few years later a grain 
separator was bought, which brought an end to 
the steam outfit, (Old Donaid), being used for 
threshing, of which Dad was shareholder. This 
team outfit required a crew of from 20022 men, 


which meant a big job for the wives, preparing 
meals, etc., but all were glad to see the big stea- 
mer come, and go! 

In the early years Dad, and a few other 
farmers, would organize a cattle drive in early 
spring, to drive fat cattle to Eckville, for selling & 
loading, as this was the closest railroad point at 
the time. Hogs and grain were hauled to Rimbey, 
when rail was extended to that point. 

‘Another big job done in winter was cutting 
and hauling the years supply of firewood. Ex- 
change of work was used in getting wood sawed 
in lengths for stoves and heaters. 

Probably the big event of the year was the 
Annual Christmas Tree and Concert, where 
long hours of preparation by the teachers and 
pupils were needed for the rehearsals. It was 
held in the Lockhart Hall, followed by Santa 
Claus and a dance. 

The school picnic held at the end of the 
school year in June was also a happy day, and 
brought the whole district together. 

In the 30's the original homestead was sold 
to the Laytons of the Benjamin district, 

The Malcolm children; James, Hazel, Jes- 
sie, William, Anne, Arthur, and Kenneth, all at- 
tended Calkins Valley School 

Later, Jim worked in the sawmills north and 
west of Leedale, first for Herb Varty, and later 
operated his own mill. He married Lorna Boake 
In 1939. They have four children; Myrna, Jimmy, 
John, and Karen. 

Hazel attended Olds school of Agriculture 
in 1930-31, before marrying Charlie Andrew of 
the Gilby district in June, 1932. They have four 
children; William, Albert, Evelyn, and Irene. 

Jessie attended high school in Bentley and 
Rimbey and was married in Novernber, 1935, to 
Pryce Andrew of the Gilby district. They have 
two children, Faye and Janet. 

Will continued on the farm and was married 
to Helen Solberg in January, 1943. They have 
three children, Janet, Judy, and William, (Bill) 
Helen passed away in April, 1948. 











Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Malcolm 


1945, 


Anne attended Garbutt's Business College 
in Calgary and continued in that field, after com- 
pletion of her course, 

In 1940 Mom and Dad moved to an acreage 
near Duncan, B.C. where Art and Ken continued 
their schooling. They returned to the farm in 
1948 to continue farming. 

‘Art, being of an inventive nature and inter= 
ested in electronics, went to Eastern Canada 
where there was more opportunity in this field 

Ken continued on at school and when fin 
Ished, ventured into the general trucking busi- 
ness. 

Determination and perseverence were 
qualities needed to bring about the satisfaction 
of accomplishment of the early settlers, of which 
we reap the benefits today. 


MARRIOTT, FRED AND MYRTLE 
By Myrtle 
Fred and Myrtle Marriott bought the 
butcher shop in Bentley from Lulu Thorp in 
1936. They operated the shop for seven years, 
and sold out to Caleb and Ralph Morison. 
They delivered meat, bread and baked 
goods to the cottages at Gull Lake during the 





‘summer holidays. They employed two boys to 
take orders one day from the cottagers, and 
deliver the orders next day. Some of the boys, 
who worked this way for several summers, were, 
Ted George, Jr., Ken Garries, and John Hop- 
kins. Myrtle employed girls to help in the bake- 
shop during the busy summer season. Some of 
these were, Inga Solberg, (now Mrs. Len Bed- 
does), Helen Brown, (now Mrs. Helen Charles) 
and Margaret Butcher, (now Mrs. Westerman.) 

In the winter the Marriotts both curled and 
went to bonspiels. 

After selling the shop, Myrtle worked in the 
Bentley Creamery, when Les McMillan was 
manager, for about two years. 

They movedto the Coast, where Myrtle took 
a hairdressing course, and followed this occu- 
pation for as long as she worked. 

Fred Marriott later moved back to the La- 
‘combe Nursing Home, where he passed away. 


MARTIN, IAN AND ETHEL 
By Ethel Clinton 

lan and Ethel Martin came to Bentley in 
1942, and operated the Canadian Oil Co. bulk 
station, which was located just south of the Ben- 
tley village limits, on the property where Neil 
Rietema's farm service business is now located 

In 1943 they bought out Bill Peterson's gar- 
age and changed the name to Bentley Motors. 
They also bought the North Star Oil business 
from Frank, (Cappy) Thorp. 

In 1949 they sold the garage and oil busi- 
ness to Elmer Calkins and Lawrence Greif. It 
was in the fall of that same year, when lan 
passed away 

Ethel's father, Mr. A. Robertson, of Sylvan 
Lake, died in July of 1948, Her mother, Mrs. 
Robertson, then moved to Bentley in September 
of 1949, where she lived until her passing in 
1967. 

Ethel susequently married Doyle Clinton 
‘They operated the Bentley Drug Store until 
they retired and sold the business, and are 
now living in retirement in Bentley. 





MATHEWS, MRS. GRACE 
Mrs. Grace Mathews, with her husband, Ri- 
chard Mathews, and their small son, Philip, left 
England in 1906, to make a new home in Can- 
ada. 
Phil's dad was a miner and had travelled 
most parts of the mining world; U.S.A., South 































‘Africa, and South America. These places were 
experiencing upheaval, bloodshed, and riots, 
and therefore Canada, even with it’s harsh cli- 
mate, seemed a much better land in which to 
make a new home. 

The family arrived in Edmonton in Febru- 
ary, 1908. After staying there for a few weeks, 
perhaps to obtain supplies, etc., they boarded 
the train for Lacombe, Alberta. Phil's dad had 
already travelled from Edmonton to Lacombe by 
team and wagon with personal effects. While in 
Lacombe he purchased a quarter section of 
land, the S.E.18-41-1-W.Sth., north of the Ma- 
thews bridge, as it is called now. 

The family arrived on the 22nd of April, 
1906, and the land has been owned by a Ma- 
thews since that time, 

twas hard making a living in those first few 
years. The winter of 1906-07 was very harsh; 
bitter cold; deep snow; and no feed for the cattle 
that had been bought that summer. The losses 
were great and the pleasures were few. Still they 
stayed on until 1912, when Mr. Mathews, (Phil's 
dad) died from pneumonia. 

Mrs. Mathews decided an auction sale was 
the best thing to do, so stock and machinery, 
etc. were sold. Personal belongings were kept. 
They had brought them with them from Eng- 
land, dishes, blankets, trunks of household 
things, sewing machine, etc., many of which are 
still in use. 





Phil's mother went to work as a house- 
keeper for several years at different places to 
provide for herself and Phil. The last place was 
fat Mr, Walt Riddles’, the farm Phil now owns. 
Mother Mathews was never to live in England 
again. Alberta, however harsh, was her home, 


By moving around with his mother, Phil at- 
tended Centreview, Outlet, and | Chapel 
schools. Social life was contred at the schools; 
concerts, dances, parties, etc. put on by the 
community. 

Areturn trip to England for avisit took place 
in 1925-26 and Mrs. Mathews returned to keep 
house for Mr. Riddle, until her death in 1943. 

In 1928, she and Mr. Riddle moved to the 
original farm on the Blindman River, while Phil 
took over the Riddle land. 

Mrs, Grace Mathews, and her husband, Mr. 
Richard Mathews, are buried in the Bentley 
Cemetery. 


MEAD, MELDON 
By Elmer A. Calkins 

Meldon Mead homesteaded the N.W.-16- 
41-2-W.Sth. in 1902. He was a bachelor and had 
‘a room in the comer of the barn where he kept 
his horses, cows and pigs. 

In 1915 he broke his leg. After lying therefor 
a few days, Jim Robson, who lived about a mile 
away, heard his cries for help. Mr. Robson went 
over with his democrat, loaded him in the back 
and drove him to Lacombe, the only place where 
there was a hospital. 

He lasted only a few days, as the bath and 
clean clothes was too much for his system. 

Carl Gelin acquired the land and lived there 
Until he retired from the farm. Robert Ranger 
now farms the land. 


MEREDITH, JOHN AND MARY (NEE PIMM) 
PIMM 


Fred and Annie Pimm came from Ontario 
and settled in Lethbridge before the turn of the 
century. They moved to the Gilby district in 
1919, where they farmed and operated a saw- 
mill. Later they moved to Lockhart, where 
‘most of their eight children went to school 


MEREDITH 


George and Sarah Meredith came from 
Ontario and settled at Wittenburg, which is 
now Leedale. They had five children; Joe, 
Tom, Olaf, Russel and John, When John was 
five years they moved to Bentley, where they 
lived while the children attended school there, 


MEREDITH, JOHN AND MARY 


John Meredith and Mary Pimm were mar- 
ried in 1913 at Leedale, where they farmed for 
some years before moving to Bentley. They 
had eight children; Joyce, who died when six 
months old; Raymond, Gordon, Vera, Rosema- 
ry, Bill, Harry and Dale. The children all went 
to schoo! in Bentley. 

John Meredith passed away in Red Deer 
at the age of 53, in 1963. Raymond married 
Ruth Hoppus, and had three children. Ray- 
mond passed away at Prince George, B.C. in 
1972. Gordon married Pat Frieson, and has 
fone son. Pat died in 1975. Gordon lives in 
Rocky Mountain House. Vera married Joe Le- 
wis. She has three sons and one step-son and 
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daughter. They live at Gull Lake. Rosemary 
married Roy Johnson. They have two sons 
and live at Claresholm, Bill married Cam Reid 
and they live at Edson. Harry is single and 
lives with his mother and step-father in Red 
Deer. Dale was killed in a car accident in 1966. 


METRO FAMILIES. 
By Marlene Walker (nee Metro) 


(The original spelling of Metro was “Mi 
tro" but Alex changed the “i to “e", because 
he figured it was easier than having to dot the 
e) 

Steve Metro, Senior, was born in Hungary 
in March, 1863. He emigrated to Canada in 1904, 
He worked on the Grand Truck Pacific Railway 
in Ontario. Then in 1910, he came to Alberta, 
where his wife, Veronica, joined him from the 
old country, with their children, Alex, Steve, and. 
Mary. In 1911 they moved to Coronation, and 
then to Lockhart in 1923. A daughter, Elizabeth 
‘emigrated from Hungary to New Jersey, US.A. 
in 1908, and another son, Johnny, was born in 
Coronation in 1914. Steve Metro, Senior, farmed. 
in Coronation and Lockhart districts until his 
passing in July, 1939, at 70 years of age. 

Alex Metro, the oldest son, was born in 
Hungary in 1892. When he came to Canada, 
he worked in Calgary at the packing plant, and 
other jobs. In March, 1916, he married Wilma 
‘Thomas. They moved from Calgary to Corona- 
tion, where they farmed. In 1921 they moved 
to the Lockhart district. They had three boys, 
Alex, George, and Eddie, and a daughter, Ma- 
deline. The children all went to Sunset Hill 
School. Alex farmed in the Lockhart district 
until 1950, then semi-retired to a farm by the 
Medicine Lodge Ski Hill, until his passing in 
January 1979. Alex's first wife passed away in 
1953. He then married Mrs. Julia Szoke, who is 
now staying with her daughter near Gilby, 
where she stil enjoys making her quilts. 

Alex Metro, Junior, farmed with his father 
all his life. He had his schooling at Sunset Hill 
School, where a Miss Connors, (now Mrs. 
Braithwaite) taught him. In 1946, he married 
Ethel Fillinger, from the Bashaw district. They 
had three children, Marlene, James, and Larry. 
Alex and Ethel farmed until 1979, when they 
moved to Rimbey, where they now reside. Larry 
has the farm now. 

George Metro farmed with his dad and 
Alex, Jr. He married Nellie Van Heeren in 








1950. George then moved away from the farm 
in 1953. They had four children; Loretta, Eve- 
lyn, Ronnie and Russell. George passed away 
in November of 1979, 

Madeline, Alex’s only daughter, went to 
school at Sunset Hill School, then went to 
work in Calgary. In 1943 she married Gus As- 
talnok. They have three sons, Eddie, Jim, and 
Bill. Madeline still lives in Calgary. Eddie went 
to school at Sunset Hill, then to high school in 
Red Deer. In 1952 he married Elizabeth Cire, 
from Bashaw. Ed worked in the Bentley Red & 
White Store for several years, then moved to 
Bashaw, where he farmed. They then moved to 
Edmonton, where they still ive. They have four 
children, Monica, Beverly, Mary Ann, & Blair. 

Steve Metro was born in Hungary in 1898, 
Steve worked around the Ponoka-Bashaw area 
for many years. In 1928 he married France Fil- 
linger. Then they moved tothe Lockhart district, 
where he farmed until they moved to Bentley in 
1972. They have six children; Frank, Joe, 
France, Marion, Alfred, and Rosemarie. Steve 
and France still live in Bentley. Alfred now has 
the farm, 

Elizabeth was born in Hungary in 1889, 
She lived in the U.S.A, 

Mary was born in Hungary in 1886. She 
lived in the Lethbridge area where she married 
a Gilbert Cook 

Johnny was born in Coronation, Alberta, 
in 1914. He went to school in Lockhart and 
helped his father on the farm until he joined 
the army in 1943 to 1946. In June of 1945 he 
married Dorothy Carey in England. In 1946 he 
returned to the farm. In 1947, Dorothy, his En- 
glish bride, came to Canada with two small 
girls. Johnny moved to Camrose in 1950, 
where he worked on the C.N.A. for 21 years. 
They now live at Hay Lakes. They have six 
children; Carol, Jean; twin boys, Gordon & 
Gary; Irene and Valerie. 


MILES, CLEM 


Charles Clement Miles and Gertrude 
Leatherdale came to Bentley from Loyal, Wis- 
consin (Clark County) in December, 1899, 
with three of their four children; Ray, Clement, 
Mable, and Frances. They lived on the S.W.27- 
40-1-W.Sth, and later on the N.W.22-40-1- 
W.Sth, where Dan Wecker now resides, 

Ray homesteaded the S.E.1-41~ 





W.Sth, 








Mr. & Mrs, Clem Miles and Model T ford. 


at the age of 18. He was born March 6, 1884. 
Title date was April 4, 1907. C.C. Miles moved 
into Bentley and lived in the house they built, 
where Mrs. Ballard presently lives. They later 
moved to Chico, California, in 1919, where 
Mrs. Miles died in 1980 and Mr. Miles died in 
1989 at the age of 89. 

Ray Miles married Bertha M. Hutton in 
1913, on June 18th. They lived in the Miles 
home until 1927 when they moved to the 
S.E.26-40-1-W.5th, with thelr two sons, Vernon 
and Elwood. 

Ray and Bertha lived in their home untit 
December 11, 1972, when they moved to Cal- 








Mr. & Mrs. Clem Miles, Mabel, Ray and Gertrude. 
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gary, to Forest Grove Nursing Home. Ray died 
April 11, 1973. 


MILES, FRANK & ANN 


Frank and Ann Miles came from Wiscon- 
sin to Lacombe on February 14, 1902. They 
had a family of five children, the youngest be~ 
ing Lottie, aged 10 months. A box car con- 
tained their household things, as well as some 
stock. They moved out to their homestead, the 
N.E.1-41-2-W.6th, which remained in the Miles 
family until 1974, 

The family consisted of four girls; 
Frances, who became Mrs. Claud Wright; Ali- 
ce, who married Ted Zelut, Emma and Lottie; 
also two boys, Milton and Walter, Walter being 
born on the homestead. 

It took two to three years to clear some 
land and get some crop seeded. What crop 
they had was frosted and of poor quality, but 
was made do with. The threshing was done 
with Ben Palmer's horse power outfit. 

The first well that was drilled on the prop 
erty was done by Mr. Vansicle. He also used 
horse power for running the well dril, the well 
being completed in a week's time, 

The children all attended the Centreview 
School, the schoo! being located a mile and a 
half north, 

The post office being Bentley, all other 
trading had to be done in Lacombe, 25 miles 
to the east. This made for a long day. Some- 
times it took most of the night as well 

A large bush fire had gone through the 
area a couple of years previous to the homes- 
teaders. This had driven out all the deer, The 
prairie chickens and the berries soon returned. 
and were found very enjoyable. It took a num- 
ber of years before the deer returned to the 
area, When the growth was suitable they retur- 
ned, and many a fight took place between the 
bucks, as they fought for control of the area. 

Another fire swept through the area in 
1905, ranging from the Gimlet River, 18 miles 
‘west, to the Blind man River on the east. 

Emma and Lottie; Milton and Walter, now 
reside at Westview Apartments in Bentley, 
where they enjoy taking it easy. 


MILES, RAY & BERTHA - FAMILY 
VERNON LINDSAY 


Vernon was born July 8, 1919, received 
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schooling in Bentley. Attended Normal Schoo! 
in Calgary and taught school. He joined the 
Airforce and was killed in action, January 29, 
1944. 


ELWOOD RAY 


Elwood was born March 6, 1923, and re~ 
ceived his schooling in Bentley. He left Univer- 
sity to join the R.C.AF. After his service he 
matried Doreen Provan of Vancouver, and at- 
tended U.B.C.. After graduation he has taught 
school in Nanaimo ever since. They have four 
children; Phyllis, David, Jean, & Barbara. 


BERYL MARIE 


Beryl was born May 29, 1934, She trained 
in Lamont as a nurse. On July 1, 1957 she 
married Clayton Patton at a service in Bentley. 
They live in Calgary and have two children; 
Lyle and Lynne. 


BEVERLY JOAN 

Beverly Joan was born September 26, 
1938, She trained as a Secretary, and lives in 
Calgary. 


MILLAR, JOHN F. FAMILY 
By Jean Taylor (nee Millar) 


In the spring of 1904, the John Millar fam- 
ily moved west to Lacombe, Alberta from On- 
tario. It consisted of the parents, and four 
small children - Jean, James (Jim), Campbell 
and Florence. In those early years Mr. Millar 
operated a new creamery in Lacombe, and 
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‘also managed to prove up a homestead near 
Aspen Beach, then known as Wieseville. 


About 1908, the family moved to the small 


village of Bentley. Mr. Millar bought the 
cheese factory business from James McPher- 
son; first making cheese and later butter. The 
family lived in the northern part of the village. 
Near neighbors were the Evernden and Mori- 
son families. For a good many years there was 
fa one-room school. Students wishing to go to 
high school had to go to Lacombe, or elsew- 
here. 

The very first church was made of logs. It 
was later replaced by a large red brick one. 
The denomination was Methodist, later be- 
coming United. The Millar family became clo- 
sely associated with it. Names of ministers that 
can be recalled are: Mr. Neville, Mr. Mann, Mr. 
Haddon, Dr. A.D. Millar, and Mr. Fawcett, 

Some years later Mr. Millar sold the 
creamery business. He bought some land on 
the outskirts of the village and farmed for 
some time. 

Activities and social events included: 
berry picking, picnics, skating on the Blind- 
man River and Gull Lake, box socials, 
Christmas concerts, and the annual 1st of July 
Sports Day. The boys in the family enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, baseball and scouting. 

Jim is a veteran of the first World War. He 
took part in the battle of Vimy Ridge and was 
wounded. On his return he became a cream 
grader and later worked for the C.N.R. as a 
mechanic. 

‘Campbell attended University for a few 
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years; then joined the staff of the Bank of 
Montreal 

Florence became a stenographer, and 
Jean a teacher - taught in area schools. All 
were married 

Mr. and Mrs, Millar and their daughter 
Florence are now deceased. Jean, Campbell 
and Jim reside in Edmonton. 


MIX, H.W. (BILL) & OLIVE 
By Olive Mix 


Bill Mix came to the Bentley area from 
Castor in 1939, 

Olive came from Thorsby in the spring of 
1940, 

‘They were married in October, 1940 and 
settled in the Forshee district, where he 
worked for different farmers. 

In 1946 they moved to the Bentley district, 
In 1952 Bill started to work for the C.P.R, and 
Olive started to work in the Bentley Hospital, 
where she worked for twelve years. 

In 1953 they moved into their own home 
in Bentley, where they continue to live today, 

Olive then went to work in the Nursing 
Home and Lodge at Lacombe. 

They have two daughters. 

Valerie is married and lives in Westbank, 
B.C. She has two daughters and one son. 

Joyce is married and lives in Carstairs 
She has one daughter. She nurses at Dids- 
bury, Alberta. 
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MONTGOMERY, JOE 
By D.E. Sawyer 

Joe Montgomery (ex prize fighter) was a 
big man, over six feet tall, with a huge long 
beard. He had six or eight old race horses and 
used them to farm with. Sometimes when he 
hitched them to the plow, or whatever, they 
seemed to think there was a horse race on and 
Created quite a sight, with old Joe, his beard 
flying in the wind, trying to keep the horses in 
the same field. 

Joe was well known for his moonshine 
made in his still which was located under a 
manure pile, all cribbed up with railroad ties 
and with a secret passageway, concealed from 
sight, from inside the barn, The R.C.M.P. knew 
he was making the stuff but could not find 
proot, but one day Joe came home to find they 
had the proof they needed. Joe went to jal for 
six months and on returning home, said he 
had been to College and had learned a great 
deal about making better moonshine. Joe was 
a well-educated old hermit who loved whiskey 
and disliked women. 

The one time I had occasion to meet him 
it happened to be his dinner hour. He met me 
at the door, holding a large black frying pan, 
which also served as a plate, and his cutlery 
consisted of one table knife. It seemed to me 
he got about as much food on his beard as he 
did in his mouth. 

‘One winter morning, with the temperature 
around 40 below zero, the railway crew patrol- 
ling the track, noticed there was no smoke 
coming from Joe's chimney so went to investi- 
gate and found poor old Joe on his bunk with 
both feet frozen and a crock of moonshine on 
the table. Perhaps he could have used some to 
fuel the fire, except for the danger of blowing 
Up his shack. One of the neighbors managed 
to get him to the Bentley hospital, where his 
clothing was removed and burned, Then it was 
time for Nurse Florence Kenner to bathe him 
and get that beard washed. Joe decided he 
‘would have no part of that and after pleading 
to no avail, the fight was on and he had his 
bath and his whiskers washed too. 

Stories have been told of Klondike Kate, 
Dan McGrew and others but none more spec- 
tacular than Joe Montgomery's would have 
been, 

He developed gangrene in both frozen 
feet and went to his reward in the sky in 1942, 
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at the age of about eighty years, leaving be- 
hind his still - complete with copper tubing - 
his horses and what little he owned of this 
world’s goods. Clarence Damron held an auc- 
tion sale to dispose of everything 

Nurse Kenner (Mrs. Bill Peterson), under- 
standing and sympathetic as she always was 
of her patients inner feelings, felt Joe was 
actually a very lonely man. 

Joe did have one brother who, with his 
family, visited him once for a few days, Joe 
loved to talk and I'm sure those were cher- 
ished days for him. | had only one opportunity 
to meet him but had he written the story of his 
life, that book would be the first one | would 
pick up from the library shelt 


THE MOORES, CHARLIE & DORA 
By Allen Moore 


In 1917 Charlie and Dora Moore were liv- 
ing in Spokane, Washington, where Charlie 
had a job as a streetcar motorman, and Dora 
had a baby to look after. Charlie also had a 
half interest in a tobacco shop which wasn’t 
doing very well. He had a chance to trade his 
store property for a quarter of land in Alberta, 
80 he took it. 

Charlie had been raised on a farm in lo 
wa, though Dora's experience had been in 
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town where she had been school principal for 
eight years. However, Charlie was enthusiastic 
about this land and they decided to go far- 
ming. They figured that in ten years they 
would have enough money to come back to 
the U.S. and live easily 


Charlie came up to Bentley in the fali of 
17 and fixed up a house, with Len Snow 
doing, the carpenter work. Charlie unloaded 
his car of settlers effects in Lacombe, but 
when Dora came with one year old Allen, in 
the spring of 1918, they were able to ride the 
train to Bentley, which was the end of the steel 
at that time. 

They had the usual problems that most 
settlers had, horses that were not acclimated, 
buying high in eighteen and selling low in the 
early twenties, But by '27 they had a good start 
and even had a Chev 490 touring car. Charlie 
cleared and broke 10 acres a year, so that the 
quarter was getting pretty well cleared. This 
was the mark that they had set for themselves 
when they left Spokane, but now they had 
three more children. Dick was born in 1920, 
Florence in 1923 and Shirley in 1925. Everyone 
said that wheat was going to two dollars a 
bushel, so they traded the quarter in on a half 
section plus an 80 acre wood lot, which had 
been owned by Clarence Oborne. 





Richard, Carolyn, Shirley, Florence, Allen 





On April the 3 of '27 they were ready to 
move, and although it was thirty below and 
windy, the neighbors came and helped them 
move. Philo and Ray Slaughter, Ken Sweet- 
man, Henry Castleman, Bert DeGroft, Jake 
Whitworth and Ben Hicks all came and helped 
move, 

Wheat didn’t go to two dollars. It went to 
twenty cents instead, so times were a little 
tough. But there was always lots to eat and 
Dora was @ wonderful cook. As one thresher 
said, ‘Pies so thick you get your nose in the 
meringue 

Charlie took an interest in community 
projects as his family, which was now five in 
number, grew up. Carolyn had been born in 
1928. Charlie was one of the original board of 
the Forshee Community Hall and helped or- 
ganize the Forshee High School, where Dick 
got two years of schooling 

In 1937 Dora accompanied by Allen went 
to visit her family in lowa, and Charlie was go- 
ing to join her in January when he sold some 
cattle that he had on feed, However, he had to 
have an operation and his heart gave out when 
he was only §9. He left Dora and five children: 
Allen 21, Dick 17, Florence 14, Shirley 12 and 
Carolyn 8 

The family kept on farming, pigs paid off 
the mortgage, and the girls got their high 
school. Florence became a school teacher, 
Shirley a secretary and Carolyn a nurse. Dick 
left to join the Air Force and became a radio 
technician. Dora moved to Bentley when Allen 
married Margaret Rimbey, in 1944. The children 
married at two year intervals after that, Florence 
to Bob Hayden in '46, Shirley to Ken Butcher in 
"48, Carolyn to Mortis Shaw in '50, and Dick to 
Helen Robson in '52. 

Dora Moore passed away in 1968. There 
are now 18 grandchildren and 13 great 
grandchildren. Looking back, it wasn't a bad 
move that they made in coming to Canada 
They didn't get rich and move back to Spoka- 
ne, but they had a rich life in Alberta. 

‘Allen passed away 1981 
‘THE FIRST TIME | HEARD DAD SWEAR, 

By Allen Moore 


Dad had put in fifteen years in lumber 
camps In Colorado and Oregon, and certainly 
knew all the swear words, but they were never 
used where we children were. 

When | was about five, Dad borrowed a 
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hog rack from Suggetts because he wanted to 
haul some hogs next day. ! went along for the 
ride, and, while | can't think of a worse ride 
than rattling along on @ lumber wagon; then it 
was a great treat 

The team we took had been scared by a 
when they were young and would run 
away if they saw one. On the way home, as 
luck would have it, we met a car. Dad said to 
me, “hang onto my arm”, and away we went, 
the horses on the dead run and the two of us 
perched on a spring seat on top of a hog rack. 

Dad kept the team on the road but Mother 
heard us coming and rushed out to try to stop 
the team. | can still hear in my mind Dad yell, 
"Get the hell out of the road” 

She did, and a little past the house he ran 
the team into a grove of small poplars, which 
stopped them with no harm done. 

T suppose | was scared, but | don't re~ 
member that, but the shock of hearing Dad 
say a swoar word to Mother stayed, so | never 
forgot. 





FUN AND PRANKS 


There was never a dull moment if the In- 
gram brothers were around, and a book could 
be written about their jokes. This one was told 
to me by Homer Moulton, and | hope he 
doesn't shoot me for repeating it 

Clarence Damron had bought land 3 
miles west and 2 north of Bentley. He had 
Charlie Switzer and his son, Bud, living there 
and breaking land with 8 head of bronchos. 
‘Ted Repp and Homer were boys about 15 and 
they loved to go there to take part in the fun of 
handling bronchos. 

‘At that time there were men who travelled 
around with stallions, because horse raising 
was so important. 

John Ingram was travelling Loren Craig's 
horse and he got to Damrons just in time for 
supper, and to stay the night. 

There was a problem about beds because 
they only had two. Charlie and Bud slept 
downstairs, and Homer and Ted had a room 
upstairs. Along about dark the boys were sent 
to bed while the men continued to talk, no 
doubt telling a few stories they didn’t want the 
boys to hear. 

The boys were just dozing off when Bud 
came in and told them, "Now you boys be 
quiet because that Ingram is a real tough guy, 
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and besides he's been drinking and he really 
goes wild. You never know what he'll do.” 

This made the boys pretty nervous and as, 
the noise from downstairs kept getting louder, 
they were really scared, Suddenly they heard 
some loud bangs, and an Indian War Whoop, 
Bang! Bang], on the stairs, the door banged 
‘open, another War Whoop, and John rushed 
across the room and slammed a two by four 
against the wall 

Homer and Ted left for home without 
waiting to say Good Bye! That's all that Homer 
knew about, but the problem of the beds was 
solved, and we can guess that John had a 
good sleep in a warm bed after he quit lau- 
ghing. 


HARVEST TIME AT FORSHEE 

By Marilyn Moore Pottage 

‘There is something special about being five 
and helping Dad at harvest time. 

Lremember the dry hot air of early after 
noon. Sitting outside on the back step | could 
see the heat waves radiating up to the cotton 
candy clouds inthe summer blue sky. There was 
always the drone of insects, and often | got side- 
tracked watching a grasshopper or a dragontly. 
But eventually | would hear the distant sound | 
had been waiting for - the whine of a full grain 
truck as it climbed the hill from the river flat, 
loaded and headed for the grain elevator at For 
shee, If | was ready in the yard when Dad came 
through, | could go too, and | liked being a part 
of the excitement that goes with getting the crop 
in, While the weather was good we kids had to be 
good or get out of the way: Dad didn't stop for 
much, As the old green '46 Studebaker ground 
it's way into the yard, | ran out to the driveway. 
Dad stopped and | hopped in, 

The two miles north to Forshee wasn't a 
Jong ride and | soon came to know where every 
pothole was and how much Dad would have to 
slow at Harry Craig's comer, and how he would 
gear down at the bridge. 

Sometimes we had to wait as Pete Kozak or 
one of the other farmers in the area dumped 
their barley or oats. The greeting was always 
friendly and the talk was always of who was in 
the fields and how dry it had been yesterday or 
this morning, Harry Proudtootwas always ready 
to do the testing when it was needed. | knew very 
young that "17" was disappointing and "11" me- 
ant we'd be putting in a very long day. As the 








grain rolled down into the gratings, the clouds of 
dry grain dust rolled up, and any other time of 
the year | would have run to escape from them. 
But at harvest time, | stood in there just like the 
men. Besides, at harvest time Mom seemed to 
understand about dirty clothes. 

‘Once in a while Mom would send me on an 
errand to the store at Forshee to pick up some 
bread or sugar. I'd run to the screen door, and 
pull on the Coca-Cola hand bar, and always 
there was the thunk of the door as it closed 
behind me. The store always seemed dark and 
cool inside, and the wooden floorboards felt 
cool on my bare feet. Candy and food was on the 
left side, clothing and footwear was on the right 
side, and the tiny post office was at the back 
door. 

Ambrose Montalbetti always stood near the 
till behind the long counter on the left, and he 
always tried to talk me into some candy. But | 
knew Dad would tell me we didn't have time for 
that stuff today anyway. | usually tried to make 
my purchase fairly quickly and run back to the 
elevator because | couldonly understand half of 
what Ambrose ever said, and those werejust the 
swear words. 

Heading back home again was a little anti- 
climatic, until we got to the field and pulled up 
beside the combine to ‘take it on the go’. When 
lunchtime came along, we'd shut down for a 
while, and sit in the stubble having sandwiches 
and cake. And at lunchtime, | wasjustashungry 
as the men and just as anxious to get going 
again. 


MOORE, ESCO ©, 1889 - 1946 — 
MOORE, FLORA GRACE, 1889 - 1964 
By the family 
‘One of the early settlers in the Bentley 
area was Esco C. Moore. Esco and Grace were 
both born in 1889 near Moulton, lowa. Esco 
graduated from lowa State College at Ames, 
lowa and became a school teacher. Grace was 
also a school teacher, and it was during the 
time that they were teaching that they met 
They were married in Moulton, lowa, in 1911. 
The young couple joined the influx of 
Americans who immigrated to Canada in the 
early 1900's, 0.8. Moore, Esco's elder brother, 
visited the Lacombe, Bentley and Rimbey 
areas in the summer of 1912 and liked them 
very much. When he returned to lowa with this 
news, Esco became interested 100, so they 


came to the Bentley district in 191 and dealt 
for a half section. This was the E¥ 17-40-28- 
W4, two and a half miles east and one mile 
south of Bentley. The original log Gull Lake 
school was situated on this land, which was 
immediately north of the new Gull Lake school 
that was built in 1912. A few months later 
Esco's wife Grace, with their six month old son, 
Max, arrived from lowa. They came by train to 
Lacombe and had to be met by team and 
buggy as that was the only way out to Bentley. 

Esco and 0.8. decided to divide the halt 
section, so Esco took the south quarter and 
the family moved into the log school house, 
where Em and Dora King and family had pre- 
viously lived. Their daughter Mildred was born 
in 1914. Esco hauled lumber from the mill out 
west and built a barn. 0.8. had gone back to 
lowa to be married to his fiancee, Erma Sut- 
ton, and upon returning to Alberta settled in 
Rimbey. Esco and Grace had another addition 
to the family - Verona, born in 1915. Esco 
moved his family to Rimbey to work there for 
about two years, returning to the log school 
house in about 1917. During that year another 
daughter, Dorothy, arrived. The family doctor 
in those days was Dr. Hynes from Lacombe, 
who made his house calls with a team and 
buggy, travelling many miles. 

All freight from Lacombe had been 
hauled west by teams and wagons over a road 
that was a trail following the ridges and in 
places was very muddy, so it was quite an 
occasion for the district residents when in 
1917 the Lacombe and Northwestern Rail- 
road was built through the area. It had begun 
in Lacombe in 1913, with the engine pushing a 
flat car loaded with steel and the crews laying 
tracks. The railroad made @ wonderful impro- 
vement to the Bentley district and would stop 
at crossings to pick up and discharge passen- 
gers throughout the rural areas. It was locally 
named “The Peanut” until C.P.R. bought it out 
in later years, and put regular trains in service. 

In 1918 O.B. sold his quarter to Ed Han- 
sen, who lived there until 1942, Esco 
purchased the "East Quarter” - SEV 15-40-28- 
W4, and the “Lake Place” - SW 21-40-28-W4 
in either 1918 or 1919, and was busy clearing 
and breaking the land on the two new quar- 
ters. In 1920 he sold the “log schoo! house’ 
place and moved one mile east to the Welch 
place - later Miller's. Pauline was born that 
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year of 1920. Esco leased the Welch place for 
three years subject to sale. 

John Miller, Eddy’s father, came through 
from Saskatchewan in 1920 and bought the 
Welch place. However, since he didn't want to 
move out immediately, the Moores lived there 
and farmed it for two years. Esco dealt Mr. Mil- 
ler out of the old house by hauling lumber for 
him from the mill out west, and moved the 
house to the Lake Place during the winter on a 
sleigh with a stump puller. Esco had brought 
this stump puller from lowa where it was ma- 
nufactured and used it a lot, pulling trees and 
stumps in land clearing. It was used with a 
team of horses and had tremendous power. 
Max still owns it and wants to restore it to 
preserve it for sentimental reasons as he re- 
members operating it as he grew older. In the 
meantime, the “log schoo!” quarter had been 
purchased by @ Mr. Moss, who wanted to rent 
it. Since it was a busy time of house moving 
and trying to get the old home ready on the 
Lake Place, Esco rented the log school quarter 
and moved his family there again, living there 
Until 1923. This was the year Donna was born. 

The children who were of school age 
went to Gull Lake school. Their teachers in- 
cluded Percy Davies, Louise McNab and Mur- 
ie! Damant. Sunday schoo! was held in the 
Gull Lake school by the Pentecostal Church 
and the children attended this as well. 

In the fall of 1923 Esco held an auction 
sale of household goods and machinery, 
rented the land to the Freeman brothers (Bill 
Freeman had worked for Esco for several 
years) and the family moved back to lowa. 
‘They stayed in lowa for five years, during 
which time they cared for Grace's aged pa- 
rents and during which time both her parents 
passed away. The Moore family again im- 
migrated to Canada in 1928, bringing two 
traincar loads of effects and necessary 
machinery with them. When they came back to 
the Gull Lake district they settled on the Lake 
Place and lived in the old Miller house, In 1930 
Em and Dora King, who lived on the SE¥% 20- 
40-28-W4, sold their quarter to Esco and 
moved to Oregon. The Moore family moved to 
this farm, and also in that year had their se- 
venth child, Nedra. They lived on this quarter 
until 1947, and during those years Esco ac- 
quired more land in the area which he farmed. 

The farmers held wood-sawing bees at 








Pauline, Verona, Dorothy, Dad. 


each others’ farms, cutting their wood sup- 
plies, Everybody heated their houses with 
wood, and the men of the district spent long 
hours in the winter cutting, hauling and saw- 
ing the wood for their year’s supply. In later 
years they hauled coal with teams and sleighs 
from the Alix coal mine. They also hauled lum- 
ber from the mills out west to build their farm 
buildings. Everybody put up ice supplies from 
Gull Lake by cutting huge blocks of ice and 
storing them, packed in sawdust which was 
saved from the wood-sawing, in log ice houses 
fon their farms. Construction of the No. 12 
highway west to Bentley was started in 1930 
and completed in about 1932. 

‘A memorable part of those early days was 
the harvest season when Fritz Ebeling, with his 
steam engine and thresher, would move from 
farm to farm to thresh the grain. He and his 
men would arrive with about twelve bundle 
racks, a water wagon which was pulled by mu- 
les, bunkhouse, etc., and it was an exciting 
time to see it all pulling into the yard. The wo- 
men were busy in harvest cooking for all the 
men. As years went by, Esco acquired his own 


Mr. & Mrs, Esco Moore and family -late 1920's Back raw L to R- Mildred, Max, Mother. Front Row L toR - Donna, 








tractor, thresher and equipment, but stil 
threshed with neighbors. He hired many men 
to help him with the farm work, especially at 
harvest time. During the war, combines re- 
placed threshing. 

During the years the Moore children were 
growing up, various teachers at Gull Lake 
School included Elsie Ziprick, Dick Damron, 
Mrs, Gill, Eva Tona and Ed Dowling. Esco and 
Dick Cox were among the members of the 
Gull Lake schoo! board. The family members 
went to high school at the old Oxtord schoo! 
at Bentley, and some went to Lacombe to the 
old Nelson school. Dr. Henry at Bentley was 
the community doctor through those years. 

A highlight of winter activities then were 
the Christmas concerts which were held at the 
Gull Lake school. People from all over the dis- 
trict attended even though they might not have 
had children in school. Tommy Reynolds was 
always the Santa Claus at these concerts, and 
probably had no equal. Skating parties were 
held down at Moore's Beach where there was 
a large skating rink. Dances were held at Fer- 
nies. Max opened up Moore's Beach where he 








rented boats and had a little store there. This 
has now become part of the noted Aspen 
Beach Provincial Park. Community picnics at 
Gull Lake were highlights of the summers in 
those years. These were school picnics, Sun- 
day School picnics and the Searchlight Ciub 
picnics, where the whole community gathered, 
brought food, held games and races, went 
swimming, fishing, and spent the whole day 
together having @ good time. In the early 
1950s the Gull Lake schoo! was shut down 
when country schools consolidated with Bent- 
ley, ending an era of activity around it, and the 
old school is now a residence in Bentiey. 

In 1987 Max went to Oregon where he 
worked as a telegrapher on the Union Pacific 
Railroad. He returned to Alberta and married 
‘Agnes Cabelka in 1939. They had five children 
= Lary, Carol, Harvey, Connie and Philip 
They made their home in the Gull Lake district 
where they farmed until they retired, and now 
reside near Sorrento, B.C. Of Esco and 
Grace's descendants, Larry and Philip are the 
only ones who still live in the Bentley district, 
Larry farming one of the quarters purchased 
from the Esco Moore estate, and Philip ranch- 
ing seven miles west of Bentley. 

Mildred moved to Oregon around 1939 
land worked there until her marriage to RH. 
Kelley in 1943. They had four children - Gary, 
Cheryl Rae, Steven and Judy. Mildred's se- 
cond marriage was to W.C. Brown in 1955, and 
they had one son, David. Her husband passed 
away in 1980, Mildred makes her home in 
Newberg, Oregon, 

Verona was married to Percy Lowe in 
1984. They had four children - Melvin, Ramo- 
na, Kenneth and David. A fifth child, Virginia, 
died at four months in 1955, They made their 
home in the Asplund district and later the Lee- 








‘Max Moore cut 





ng ice at Gull Lake 





Esco and Grace Moore - early 1940's 


dale district, where they farmed. Percy passed 
away in 1965. Verona moved to Lacombe in 1958 
where she worked at the Lacombe Hospital until 
her second marriage to Eugene Lindsay in 1972, 
They reside in Lacombe. 

Dorothy moved to Portland, Oregon in 
1935 for health reasons, and has lived in that 
area ever since. She married Ralph King in 
1940 and they had two children - Eugene and 
Sharon. Ralph passed away in 1971. Dorothy's 
second marriage was to Pete Smith in 1973. 
He passed away two years later. Dorothy re- 
sides in Beaverton, Oregon, 

Pauline married Joe Pollock in 1939. They 
had two daughters - Myrna and Cheryl. They 
farmed in the Gull Lake district until the early 
1950's when they left the district to go into 
other business enterprises. They reside in Ed- 
monton 

Donna married Merv Jaque in 1945. They 
had three children - Jeryl, Don and Joanne. 
They lived in Lacombe where Merv operated 
the Lacombe Feed Mill, then moved to the 
Peace River country and later to Edmonton, 
where Merv worked with the Alberta govern- 
ment and Donna became a well-known artist. 
They reside at Sherwood Park, Alberta. 

Nedra married Jerald Pollock in 1985 
They had two children - Neal and Diane, They 
lived on the Joe Pollock farm in the Gull Lake 
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district for about two years, and have since 
then made their home at Sylvan Lake. 

Esco and Grace Moore farmed in the Gull 
Lake district until 1946, when Esco passed 
away very suddenly from a heart attack, Grace 
then sold the home farm to Max and moved to 
Lacombe, where she resided until her death in 
1964, Esco and Grace are both buried in the 
Bentley Cemetery, along with many old 
friends and neighbors who lived in their time. 


MOORE, MAX & AGNES & FAMILY 

Max Moore and Agnes Cabelka were 
united in marriage at the George Cabelka farm 
home on June 20, 1939, by Rev. Warren of 
Bentley. 

They started farming one mile east of As- 
pen Beach on the N.W,24-40-28-W.4th. Later 
they purchased an unbroken quarter adjoin- 
ing, and farmed in conjunction with Max's 
father, Esco. C. Moore. They had three chil- 
dren; Larry, Carol, and Harvey, while living in 
the Woody Nook district. In the fall of 1946 
Esco died, Max's mother wanted to move from 
the farm to Lacombe, so a year later Max and 
Agnes sold in the Woody Nook area and 
purchased the home quarter, the S.E. 20-40- 
28-W.4th., in the Gull Lake district. They 
rented additional land and increased the size 
of the operation. 

‘At this time the war came to an end. Max 
land several other area farmers spent many 
hours and attended many meetings, which re- 
sulted in the farm electric services to many 








farms from Blackfalds to Lockhart, and Sylvan 
Lake to Lincoln. 


Two more children joined the family cir- 
le, making five 

Larry Max Moore was born August 25, 
1940, He took grade 1 at Woody Nook school, 
and then attended Gull Lake schoo! until it 
closed. He then attended school in Bentley. 
Larry raised a very nice 4H Holstein herd and 
had the thrill of winning Grand Champion one 
year. Larry has worked considerable time with 
heavy equipment, logging, earth moving, oil 
rigs, and backhoe. He loves flying and did ae~ 
rial spraying for a few years. Larry married 
Jackie Gair of Red Deer, who had spent sev- 
tral years working in the bank. They have four 
children; Dean, Eugene, Danny and Dawn, At 
present they live on their farm, 4 miles east 
of Bentley, the S.W.22-4-28-W4. Larry is em- 
ployed as a supervisor for Cook's Oil Consult- 
ing Company. 

Carol Agnes Moore was born October 4, 
1942, She received her education at Gull Lake 
and Bentley schools. After graduating from 
Bentley High, she graduated from Key Secre- 
tarial school in Red Deer. Carol enjoyed 
G.G.I-T. She was in the 4H Dairy Club and la- 
ter the 4H Sewing Club, which she really en- 
joyed. Carol married Jim Tronnes of Lacombe. 
They live in Blacktalds where Jim runs his own 
business, called “Columbia Cabinets”. They 
have two sons, Chris and Raymond. Carol has 
spent several years in the work force as secre- 
tary at the Bank of Commerce, Red Deer. Let 





‘Max Moore and friends on hunting trip to Fort Assiniboine - early 1930's. 





‘Max and Agnes Moore - 1999 


sure hours are spent at their acreage on the 
Blindman River, west of Blackfalds. 


Harvey Wayne Moore was born December 
25, 1944, Harvey started his schooling days as 
one of Mrs. Thackeray's first kindergarten 
Class in Bentley. He took all his schooling in 
Bentley, except one year at Mount Royal Col- 
lege in Calgary. Harvey enjoyed boyhood 
years with Cubs, Scouts, skiing. He was 2 
horse lover and rode “Lucky” in the Blindman 
Musical Ride under the leadership of Bob Car- 
lyle, After graduation he joined the Royal Bank 
for one year but decided to change careers. 
He got his machinists papers at SALT. and 
then spent several years at gas plants at Cre~ 
mona and Martin Hills, working for Home Ol 
Co. then later for Richfield in the Gilby-Rim- 
bey area. Harvey married Carol Miller of Bent- 
ley. Carol is a graduate of the Holy Cross Hos- 
pital, Calgary, and has been employed in 
Bentley and Rimbey, and several years at the 
Lacombe Nursing Home. They have two sons, 
Steven and Timmy. Recently they moved from 
Blackfalds to their new home at Pine Lake 
Harvey has been employed with the Red Deer 
Fire Department for several years, and Carol 
has a new job with Home Care Nursing in the 
Pine Lake area 


Connie Louise Moore was born August 
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12, 1948. Connie took her schooling in the 
Bentley School and enjoyed her girlhood 
years with C.G.L.T. and 4H, and piano lessons. 
After graduating, she took several business 
courses at Red Deer. Her first job away from 
home was in Calgary with Alberta Pacific 
Grain Co. At this time Federal Grain bought 
out A.P. and their offices moved to Winnipeg, 
Then Connie was hired at the Foothills Hospi- 
tal in Calgary, in the admitting office, where 
she worked until her marriage to Gerrit Van 
Heeren of Bentley. 

At this time they moved to Red Deer 
where Connie worked at the hospital and Ger- 
rit joined the staff of U.F.A. Co-op. Later Gerrit 
was transferred to Calgary, then later to be- 
come manager of the Airdrie branch, where 
they lived several years prior to a stint of farm- 
ing in the Innisfree area, east of Vegreville 
Connie and Gerrit have three children; Michael, 
Kelly Jo, and Kimberly. At present they live at 
Sylvan Lake and Gerrit is employed with the City 
of Red Deer. 

Philip Robert Moore was born May 12, 
1954. He took his schooling at Bentley, where 
he graduated. He enjoyed Cubs and Scouts, 
and Sunset Hills Riding Club. Philip became a 
very good skier at an early age and helped as 
ski patrol at the Medicine Hill Ski Lodge. He 
started backhoe business at an early age and 
then moved to Calgary where he operated a 
High-lo and also spent a year or so as a truck 
salesman. One of his first jobs after high 
school took him to Inuvik where he worked 
until break-up with the oil business. While in 
Calgary he was married to Jane Nelson, a 
Bentley girl who was attending university 
there. They lived in Calgary until Jane gradua- 
ted, then moved to Bentley. Jane started 
teaching in Blackfalds and then joined the 
Bentley teaching staff, Phil bought a hi-hoe, 
which he operated mostly in the City of Red 
Deer. In 1978 they purchased a quarter of land 
8 miles west of Bentley, just south of Lou 
Burles place, where they are now living and 
building up a nice herd of beet cattle. 

In 1973 Max and Agnes sold their farm 
near Gull Lake, to Edwin and Vanda Davidson 
‘of Wyoming. Agnes and Max moved into Bent- 
ley. In 1979 they built a home at Sorrento, B.C. 
where they live a good deal of the time. They 
also spend a lot of time in Alberta near their 
family and friends. 
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MORISON, MR. & MRS. JAMES & FAMILY 


Mr. & Mrs. James Morison, with their 
three sons; James, 12, Ralph, 10, and Caleb, 7, 
arrived in Bentley from Climax, Michigan in 
1905, They purchased a farm haif a mile north 
of Bentley, where Ralph's son, James, and 
grandson, Bruce, farm today. 

Mr. Morison had seen an advertisement in 
@ Michigan newspaper in which Major 
McPherson's letter appeared, endorsing Bent- 
ley for prospective settlers. Mr. McPherson 
was living in Bentley at the time and Mr. Mori- 
son had known him in Michigan 

Ralph worked at McPherson’s Lumber 
Mill at the age of 16, and joined the army. He 
was sent overseas for two years, where he be- 
came a sharpshooter in World War 1 

James Morison, Senior died in 1925, and 
Ralph took over the farm. 

Caleb farmed 3% miles west of Bentley. 

James, Junior, moved to Vancouver, 
where he lived until well past retirement age. 

James Morison, Senior, was one of a 
group of eleven, 6 from Bentley and 5 from 
Rimbey, who brought the railway and the 
“Peanut Special” to Bentley and Rimbey. 

Caleb was the catcher for the Bentley Ba- 
seball Team and Ralph th scorekeeper for 
many years. This team at one time won the Cen- 
tral Alberta Championship, 

Caleb attended the Camrose Normal 
School prior to World War 1, and after his re- 
turn from overseas he taught briefly, before 
spending many years farming. 

‘After World War 2, Ralph and Caleb built 
the Frozen Food Locker Plant, attached to the 
Bentley Meat Market, of which they were ow- 
ners. 

Ralph and Caleb were the first farmers in 
the Bentley area to purchase a combine. 





POETIC CORNER, 


Taken from the Bentley Bi-Monthly Bulletin, 
printed during the first W.W. 


Same old Birch, same old Blish 
‘Same old Claudy, "Nuts on fish’ 
Same old Garrieses, Damron, Thorpses, 
‘Smith, Miles, & McIntosh, lively corpses, 
‘Same old Morison, and Hopkins too, 
‘Same old Bentley, nothing new. 

(author unknown) 


Courtesy “The Morisons” 





MORSCH FAMILY 
By J. Shirley Morsch 


Scott Rutledge, of lowa, purchased what 
became known as Evergreen Farm, south of 
Bentley. Mr. Rutiedge's daughter, Mabel, mar- 
ried Edwin H. Morsch B.Sc. in lowa. Mr. Rut- 
ledge invited the Morschs to come to Ever- 
green Farm to farm, They were happy to do 
so. By this time, they had a foster daughter, 
Lillian, and two small sons, John and Edwin 
Je 

In the spring of 1924, they shipped their 
furnishings, including a piano; farm machi- 
nery, including @ Hieder Tractor; and horses to 
Lacombe. Edwin came along to feed and water 
the horses on the journey. The railroad from 
Lacombe to Bentley was a private line. Be- 
‘cause the price to move the boxcar from La- 
‘combe to Bentley was too high, Edwin un- 
loaded the boxcar in Lacombe and brought 
the contents to Bentley himself. The log house 
at Evergreen Farm had burned so Edwin 
moved the furnishings into the shack on the 
farm, The piano was stored at Clifford Bur- 
ton's home until they were able to build a new 
house. Mabel and the children arrived a short 
time later. 

The family attended the Rainy Crock 
Methodist Church for about @ year, then the 
United Church after the union of the Methodist 
and Presbyterian Churches, 

That first year, Edwin planted two acres 
of potatoes but, because of frost, did not even 
get the seed back, 

In 1924, Edwin built their new home, One 
particulary pleasing feature about this home 
was the lovely fireplace made with fieldstones 
and petrified wood and a book case on each 
side. The piano, which was a wedding present, 
was placed in the living room to add to the 
warmth of Morsch hospitality, 

January 5, 1929, a baby girl, Alberta, arri- 
ved. John and Edwin Jr. thought there was a 
cat in the house, when they heard their sister's 
first cries. Now the family was complete. John, 
Edwin Jr. and Alberta grew up to be a musical 
team and played in various church activities. 
(About 1930, the family became active in the 
Pentecostal Assembly.) 

The Morschs raised mainly barley, pigs 
and a few cattle. Edwin Morsch Sr. was also a 
carpenter and cabinet maker. He was in de- 
mand for various carpentry jobs. He assisted 
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Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Morsch and family - John, Edwin Jr, Alberta 


in building the Sunnyside Pentecostal Camp 
buildings. Mabel Morsch was a writer and of- 
ten entertained with her readings. Her talents 
were put to good use in various programs and 
gatherings. 

In 1961, the Morsches sold their farm and 
moved into the Village of Bentley. In 1962, Ed- 
win but a house on 50 Street. Edwin Jr, made 
the wrought iron railings for it and, also, a set 
of railings with musical motif for the Morsch 
residence. 

in 1972, Mabel Morsch passed away. Ed- 
win lived alone for almost five years, then 
moved to live with the Edwin Morsch Jr. fami 
ly. He passed away in 1977. 

Lillian, whom they considered their 
daughter, married Eldred Palmer and lives in 
Clareshoim. John married Olive Cornish, Ed- 
win married Shirley Johnson, Alberta married 
Michael Onciul and all live in Edmonton. 
There is one Morsch grandson, Scott Morsch, 
to carry on the Morsch name, The Morschs 
have seven grandchildren, five great- 
grandchildren, one step-grandchild, three 
step-great-grandchitdren. 

Lillian, John, Edwin and Alberta still have 
a soft spot in their hearts for Bentley, because 





of the dear memories they have of their lives 
as they grew up in Bentley. 


MOTT, CHARLES J 


Charlie Mott was probably one of the 
most interesting characters among the early 
seltlers of this area. He was an eccentric En- 
glishman who had been educated at Oxford 
University and had done post-graduate work 
in France and Germany. After emigrating to 
Canada, he spent several years on a small 
ranch in the Big Valley area, south of Stettler, 
but when the first homesteader seltied eight 
miles away, Mott decided the country was be- 
coming too crowded so his next venture was 
fur trading in the far north, along the McKen- 
zie River. With news of the Klondike gold 
rush, he sold his business to the Hudson’s Bay 
Co. and started out alone for Dawson. He 
claimed to have been the first white man to 
make this trip, He ran out of food and became 
ill, but was rescued by a band of friendly Indi- 





Mr. Mott's next move was apparently to 
Alix, where he spent several years, before set- 
ting in the Blindman Valley west of Blackfalds 
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on S.W. 36-89-1-5 and C.P.R. Sec. 25 in 1907. 
His weatherbeaten old shack stood on a bare 
windswept hill overlooking the river, at the end 
of a lonely road, 

He took no part in the social activities of 
the community and lived a very secluded life 
He received a large bundle of papers every 
mail day and he pored over them far into the 
night. 

After living alone for many years, Charlie 
became rather careless of his housekeeping 
methods, as well as his person. He was a lover 
of animals and kept several dogs and cats in 
the house with him, where they got the best of 
treatment. One of the dogs, an old collie, with 
long matted hair, enjoyed special privileges. 
He sat up at the table at mealtime and ate off 
his master's plate. The cats, of course, scamp- 
ered at will over the table and cupboard, and 
when it was cold, sat on the warming oven 
over the stove. He wore a long white beard, 
which he scratched as he talked, and even in 
warm weather wrapped a long woollen scarf 
several times around his neck. The house was 
infested with bedbugs which were difficult to 
control in those days without modern chemi- 
cals, 

Charlie started in the cattle business with 
@ herd of purebred Shorthorns, but the opera- 
tion was not too successful. The only time one 
neighbor could recall being on his place was 
when a valuable herd bull fell into the well 
and it required the efforts of a dozen men to 
rescue the animal, 

In later years cattle production was re- 
placed with horse raising, but it was no more 
successful than the cattle venture. He seldom 
sold any, keeping them until they died of old 
age or lack of sufficient feed in winter. Occa- 
sionally one was killed for meat. The frozen 
carcass was left behind the house and Charlie 
would chop off a piece as he needed it. The 
dogs could also gnaw on it when hungry. 

When his neighbors began buying cars, 
Charlie stayed with his driving team of tho- 
roughbreds, considered the fastest in the 
country. To see him leaving for town was an 
unforgettable sight - the rangy sorrel and 
buckskin racing down the hill and splashing 
across the ford - the democrat rattling and 
bouncing over the stones - the driver, with feet 
braced against the dash, leaning back and pul- 
ling on the reins, his beard and scarf flying in 











the wind, and the big dog balancing precari- 
ously on the seat beside him. 

Charlie Mott left the Blindman Valley in 
the spring of 1934, after selling his horses and 
land, and carrying @ few of his possessions in 
the back of the democrat. He said he was go- 
ing far enough north to be free of paying taxes 
for the rest of his life but he got no further 
than Edmonton, where he lived on a small 
farm for a few years before his death. 





In one of the few confidential exchanges 
he had with his neighbors, the Riis family, 
shortly before leaving, he spoke of the great 
contrast between his life as he had lived it, and 
what it would have been if he had remained in 
England and said if he could live it over again, 
he would have done it the same way. 


McCULLOUGH, FRANCES AND LIONEL 


Frances Elizabeth Wyatt was born October 
11, 1916 in the Lacombe hospital. 

| attended school in Bentley, church and 
sunday school in Rainy Creek enjoying friends 
in both places. 

I married Lionel E. McCullough of Kenville, 
Manitoba on November 28, 1935 at my home 
We lived with my mother until her passing in 
1938, then moved to the Wetzel farm (Thevenez 
place) and from there to the Wolfville district 
west of Ponoka. Ten years were spent in Sylvan 
Lake - moving to Red Deer in 1954 where westll 
live 

| worked at the Alberta Schoo! Hospital for 
fifteen years then took my R.N. at the Red Deer 
College graduating in 1971 

We had four children: 

Myra Reeves - a public health nurse in 
Edmonton. 

She has a son Pat married to Darlene with 
Jamie, our first great granddaughter. A daugh- 
ter Kerry married to Don McPherson 

Scott - Principal of the school at Wandering 
River, Alberta. Married to Irene with daughters 
Christina, 12 years old, and Kimberley, 9 years 
old. 

Ross - died in 1964 at age nineteen as a 
result of a car accident. 

Of interest, Reid had open-heart surgery in 
1959 performed by Dr. J.C. Callaghan of Edmon- 
ton - a great grandson of Elizabeth Carter 
(Wyatt) my grandfather's sister who had come 
from England too - so long ago. 





Lionel and Frances McCullough wi 
McINTOSH, DAN 
By Harry Hansen 


Dan Mcintosh was the first man to oc- 
cupy the S.E.20-40-28-W4. He built a log cabin 





Alice, Manassah and Reuben Erb early residents of Gull 
Lake district. 
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Scott, Myrna, Ross and Reid, 


in the middle of the quarter and only a small 
patch of land was broken and the place was 
unoccupied for some years after he left it. Mr 
Mcintosh was a brother of Mrs. Bob Hutchi- 
son. 

Moses Erb, with his wife and children, Al 
ce, Manassah and Reuben, occupied the farm 
in the late teens and then Ernie King bought it 
about 1925 and then sold it to Esco Moore in 
1928, who in turn sold it to Max Moore about 
1946 and they built a new house. His son, Lar- 
ry, moved into the old house. The farm was 
sold to Ed. Davidson about 1970, 


McKEE, JAMES 
By Sidney Thompson 

James McKee, better known as Jim 
McKee and family consisting of three girls, 
Maggie, Alice and Minnie and two boys, John 
and Allan came to Alberta in 1902 to homes- 
tead on the S..) 36-40-1-W.5. 

‘At about the same time, Jim's sister, who 
had married @ Mr. Green, came out from Red 
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Deer and they took up the N.W.%4 30-39-1-W5. 

For several years the McKees had no type 
of transportation, and used to pass our yard 
carrying their groceries, some of which had 
been traded for eggs which they had carried to 
town. Later they bought a team of cayuses and 
a light wagon. Money was scarce, but there 
was some demand for cord wood in Red Deer. 
As the land was heavily wooded they under- 
took to cut by hand, many cords of wood 
which was split and ricked up, to pay for the 
team and wagon. 

Being great hunters they had quite an ar- 
ray of large caliber rifles, such as a 45-70. With 
their reloading equipment all their empty 
shells were reloaded with black powder and 
lead bullets. One unfortunate accident hap- 
pened when Johnny accidently had one arm 
nearly shot off and had to travel all the way to 
Red Deer, some twenty-four miles with team 
and wagon to the closest doctor. The arm was 
amputated just above the elbow. It did not 
hinder his incentive to work as he was able to 
do any type of work all his life, 

(One time the boys were hauling hay up a 
very steep hill just a short distance from home 
when the horses balked, so a fork full of hay 
was placed under the horses and set on fire. 
The horses did move ahead a short distance 
and then the fire was under the load of hay. 
Fortunately the load was saved from burning. 

The McKees had a warm log house but 
the Greens had more of a tar paper shack but 





John McKee and Fritz Ebeling with Gar Scott steam 
‘engine, north of Gull Lake 











Mrs. dim McKee in early days 


later built a frame house which was never lived 
in, as a forest fire came through and destroyed 
both buildings. This discourages them so they 
returned to Red Deer and never did develop 
the quarter of land. 

The first years there was no water well so 
drinking water was carried from the lake some 
mile and a quarter south where a coulee emp- 
tied into the lake from a good spring. This was 
known as McKees Landing, (Near Lamb's hou- 
se.) 

(On February 7, 1916 Jim McKee very sud- 
denly passed away from a paralytic stroke. 
Previous to this, their daughter Maggie had 
married John Byttynen and Mrs. McKee went 
to keep house for John Ebeling, who she later 
married, Minnie married and moved to the Sta- 
tes, Alice stayed with her mother for several 
years, then moved into Bentley where she and 
her brother Johnny made a home. Johnny 
worked at Ebelings saw mill as well as other 
jobs, then found work in town, 

Allan travelled and worked at many and 
varied jobs. He married a nurse and settled in 
Fairview. They had one son, who they named 
Jim after Allan's dad. She passed away in 
1962, 





Jim enjoyed church and singing in the 
choir in Bentley. He now has a job with the 
Public Utilities Board in Edmonton, 
Allan retired and lives in White Rock, B.C. 
‘The buildings on the old homestead were all 
destroyed by a fire which burned through that 


McKEE, MAGGIE 
By Viola Cosby (Byttynen) 


My mother was born in Hastings County, 
Frankfurt, Ontario on April 18, 1893. She was the 
daughter of James Wilson McKee of Belleville 
Ontario, and Nancy Mahala Green of Sidney, 
Ontario. 

Her parents were married at Belleville, On- 
tario on the 8th day of June, 1887. They had s 
children: John Lewis, born August 13, 1891 - 
died June 28, 1969, Maggie Ethel, born April 18, 
1893 - died December 5, 1958, Alice Maud, born 
March 11, 1896 - died January 13, 1972, Minnie 
Adrienne, born February 24, 1898 - died in 1957, 
Allen Holister, born June 8, 1900, presently liv- 
ing in White Rock, 8.C., Annie Jane, born Febru- 
ary 26, 1903 - died March 12, 1903. 

My mother came west with her parents and 
sisters and brothers when she was seven years 
Old. One of her precious possessions she 
brought with her from Ontario was her Grade 2 
reader, from which she often read to us when we 
were children. The first year they came as far as 
Brandon, Manitoba, travelling by ox-cart. They 
arrived there in the fall of 1901. It was a terribly 
cold and stormy winter. Not liking the prairie too 
well, they continued westward to Alberta, 
arriving in Red Deer on Christmas Day, 1904. 
The following year they homesteaded in the 
Bentley district on the S.E. quarter of Section 36, 
Township 39, Range 2, West of the Sth Meridian. 

They lived in a log cabin they built on the 
place. “The only luxury they had was a bear 
skin", my mother used to jokingly say. Her father 
shot a black bear that was killing their livestock, 
and he preserved the hide. She said her father 
walked to Red Deer to get groceries and carried 
them home an his back. Life was hard for these 
pioneers. 

Mother attended school for a few years at 
Durham and Norma Schools. She had to go to 
work as a young girl. She worked for different 
families, taking care of children and doing 
household duties, sometimes with very little 
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‘Some of her happier times were spent with 
her Aunt Catherine and Uncle John Green in 
Red Deer. 

While working for the Mitzner family near 
Eckville, she met a young man who was working 
with the railroad crew that came to Mitzners for 
their meals. His name was John Byttynen. He 
had left his home in Cakato, Minnesota, U.S.A. 
as a young lad and worked his way to Canada 
He had worked on farms, in the mines andon the 
railroads. 

They were married on November 17, 1913at 
Red Deer. He took his bride, Maggie, to his 
homestead located on the north shore of Sylvan 
Lake, where they made their home for 36 years. 
Their house on the farm burnt down in 1949 and 
they moved to Edmonton to be near their 
children. 

‘They had six children: Sylvia Lucretia Ethel, 
born March 24, 1915, Viola Sebylla, born May 30, 
1917, John Abraham Wilson, born February 11, 
1919, Araldo Richard, born October 12, 1920, 
Arnold Harley Anthony born October 22, 1921 
and James, born in 1923 who died in infancy. 

My mother gave birth to all her children at 
home. Grandmother McKee usually the midwife 
except for for the last child 

It was a hard life for women on the farm in 
those days. A lot of women cut brush and 
grubbed tree roots along with their husbands to 
Clear the land to plant a few acres of grain and 
vegetables. There was always a large garden to 
tend and wild berries were usually plentiful to be 
picked and preserved. My father worked in the 
mines at Nordegg and Alexo. Mother had to do 








John and Maggie (McKee) Byttynen 








all the work on the farm until we children got big 
‘enough to help, 


remember especially one cold winter day, 
My mother and my brother, Johnny, and had to 
get a load of feed for the cattle, We had to go to 
Olaf (Mukkala) Johnson's place about 8 or 9 
miles from home. We got the hayrack loaded 
and ready to head for home but old Prince 
decided he wasn't going to budge. He was a 
good but very tempermental horse, and he liked 
to balk every now and then. Mother got down 
with the reins in her hands and as soon as he saw 
her he bolted and the other horse went with him, 
leaving Mother standing in a flurry of snow. She 
called for Johnny and I to jump, which we did 
and both disappeared in a deep drift of snow. 
Poor mother, she ran to see if we were alright 








and after telling us to go to Johnsons (abou! 
mile) to get help, she continued to run after the 
horses. Thanks 10 Ted and Howard Johnson 
(now both deceased) who managed with hot 
water in the radiator to get their old tin lizzie 
going, they took us to catch up to Mother and 
then the team of horses. The horses were over 
half way home and covered in white foamy 
frost. Mother made them run the rest of the 
way home where we wiped them down and 
covered them with blankets. We must have 
loaded the rack well, for very little of the hay 
had spilled 

My mother always raised chickens and 
ducks and geese. The wild animals always took 
their share and would have taken a lot more if 
she hadn't been such a good marksman. She 
taught us how to handle a gun too. Many of our 
meals were rabbits and grouse. 

She took care of the fishing nets while 
father was gone, Fish was always a large part of 
our daily food, both summer and winter. 

‘The First World War was adevastating time. 
‘So many lives were changed inashort time. The 
flu epidemic was almost as devastating as the 
war, as families were losing loved ones in their 
homes, 

It was a sad time indeed for my mother and 
her family when her father died on February 7, 
1916 at the age of 58 years. 

November of 1917, Grandma McKee 
married John Ebeling. They lived on the farm 
‘one mile south of Aspen Beach, Gull Lake. My 
mother gained new brothers and sisters, as 
Grandpa Ebeling had four sons, Louis, John. 
Bill and Fritz, andtwo daughters, Wilhemina and 
Annie. 

I-remember the happy times we spent at 
Grandma and Grandpa Ebelings. Our summer 
























Byttynen children - 1922 





Johny, Viola, Araldo, Syivia, Anthons 














































Grandma Ebeling (McKee) 


holidays and especially the Christmases we 
spent together. This was a real happy time for 
my mother with her family, Aunt Alice and 
Grandma prepared such a feast! | have never 
forgotten Aunt Alice's delicious pies and Christ- 
mas pudding, and Grandma's doughnuts, | also 
remember my Grandmother's “cure-all” medi- 
cine (mostly for tummy-aches). | must have 
been a real glutton for | seem to remember get- 
ting my share of medicine. 

After dinner Uncle Bill used to play his violin 
for us. Pete the canary accompanied him in 
song. There were always some treats for us 
under the Christmas tree and some to take 
home. 

It was @ long, cold ride home sometimes- 
fifteen miles with a team of horses anda sleigh 
but we kept warm with heated rocks and 
blankets. Poor Dad had to drive the horses. He 
always got out ever so often and had a good run 
with the horses. There were times he made us 
get out and run, which he said was good for our 
Circulation. It sure felt good to get back under 
those blankets. 

In the summer time we looked forward to 
Aunt Alice and Uncle Bill coming to visit us. We 
sure were excited when we saw that beautiful 
horse-drawn two-seated surrey coming down 
our road, and we would run to meet them, Uncle 
Bill always stopped the horses and putuus in the 
buggy so we could ride to the house. 

Memories! There are many. Grandparents 
and aunts and uncles played such an important 
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role in our lives. | have never forgotten the time 
Grandpa Ebeling took me to town with him 
when | was seven years old. Boy! Did | feel im- 
portant sitting upon that high wagon seat! To go 
to town was really something, but to have my 
Grandfather take me to town to buy mea pretty 
red dress wow! | treasured that dress for years. 

Grandpa Ebeling died in 1938 at the age of 
81 years, and on June 24, 1939, Grandma died at 
the age of 77 years, They are both at rest in 
Bentley Cemetery. 

My mother's brother Johnny and sister Al- 
ice moved to live in the Village of Bentley. 
Neither one had ever married, 

Uncle Johnny was a great sportsman and 
took part in many sports in spite of hishandicap, 
He lost his right arm just below the elbow when 
he was a teenager. A gun accidentally dis- 
charged, putting a bullet through his hand. Gan- 
grene set in and in spite of Dr. Parsons’ attempt 
to save his hand, his arm had to be amputated. | 
remember my Uncle Johnny mostly for his good 
sense of humor, even when we used to hide his. 
snuff box. He used to be always called on to 
referee baligames and hockey games. He was 
always willing and always fair. 

| just must write about little Aunt Alice. | 
look back and just wonder how she did all the 
things she did, She took care of the household at. 
Grandma and Grandpa's. She cooked for never 
less than 5 or 6 people. Meals were always 
served on time. The washing was done Monday 
morning and it wasa whitewash. She did it all by 
hand. The cellar shelves were always filled with 
preserves. She, like my mother, loved picking 
Wild berries. Aunt Alice's beautiful handwork 
was something to admire, It was sad when she 
could no longer do her handwork as her hands 
had gotso poorly inher last days. Aunt Alice and 
Uncle Johnny are both buried in Bentley 
Cemetery. 

‘Aunt Minnie went to California in the early 
1920's. There she met and married James 
Garner. They had five children: Gladys, Grace, 
Dorothy, Beverly and James Jr, two of wham are 
deceased and the whereabouts of the others we 
do not know at the present time. Aunt Minnie 
died in 1957 at San Lorenzo, California. 

Uncle Allan celebrated his 81st birthday 
in June while visiting his son James in Edmon- 
ton. He is presently residing in White Rock, B.C. 
Uncle Allan spent a lot of his younger years 
working on farms, and ranches in southern Al- 
berta. It was while in Claresholm Hospital that 
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he met a lovely nurse, Gwendolyn Paxton, She 
became his bride September 2, 1941. They had. 
two children, James Ernest, born June 29, 1947, 
and a daughter, Anne who died in infancy. Jimis 
a librarian for the Public Utilities Board of the 
Provincial government, 

Gwen passed away in 1962 at Fairview, Al- 
berta, where she had been working atthe time at 
the Fairview Hospital. | remember her for her 
kindness and thoughtfulness at all times, and 
especially for the nursing care she gavemy hus- 
band during his illness, 

My mother never got over her longing to 
return to the homestead by the lake. She missed 
the outdoors in the country and she missed her 
old friends dropping in for a cup of tea or coftee. 

In spite of all the hardships she had en- 
dured, she had a happy disposition. 

‘One of the most difficult times of her life was 
when the Second World War broke out and her 
three sons left to serve their country, Thankfully 
they all returned, 

‘My mother died on December 5, 1958 and 
my father joined his Maggie on October 27, 
1977. They are at rest in Bentley Cemetery 

Their heritage lives on in the following 
families: 

DAUGHTER SYLVIA, Edmonton - married 
Elmer Kujala who died November 27, 1962, They 
‘had 6 children: Ronald Matthew of Burnaby, 
B.C; Kenneth Elmer of Calgary, Alberta (mar- 
ried Pauline French; four children: Lance, 
Charlene, Rachel, and Pamela); Byron of Vic- 
toria, B.C. (married Leona Madson, three chil- 
dren: Vincent, Dean, and Chery! Ann); Carolyn 
of Regina, Sask. (married Don Tomkins; two 
children: Joey and Sarah); Loretta Margaret of 
Vimy, Alberta (married Dale Cannard; one 
child: Heather); and David, working in Zambia, 
Africa for Coneco Equipment Ltd. 

DAUGHTER VIOLA, Edmonton - married Ar 
thur Bellikka who died June 24, 1959. The had 
two children: Patricia of Edmonton, Alberta: and 
James Arthur of Winnipeg, Manitoba (married 
Joan O'Dell; three children: Jerry at Ryerson 
College in Toronto, Jason and Jeffrey, both of 
Winnipeg.) 

SON JOHN, Vancouver, B.C. - married Lorraine 
Graham. They had six children: Camille of Ed- 
monton, Alberta (married Pinky Shore; two 
children: Darrel and Richard); Robert of Edmon- 
ton, Alberta (married Ann Funnolle; two child- 
ren: Jay and Michael); Terry of Dartmouth, Nova 
Scotia (married Colleen Bouchard; two child: 











ren: Dennis and Kari Anne); Shawn of Van- 


couver B.C. (married Danny Plante; two 
children: Jason and Toby); Tracy of Vancouver, 
8.C. and Kelly of Vancouver B.C. 

SON ARALDO (Dick), Edmonton -married Flor 
ence Mattson. They had two children: Colleen of 
Edmonton (married Brian Dunnegan; two child- 
ren: Kathleen and Ryan) and Jane of Edmonton 
(married Brian Kirkwood; two children: Jeffrey 
and David.) 

SON ANTHONY, Calgary - married Gloria Her- 
gert. They have five children: Beverly of Cal- 
gary; Thomas of Calgary (married Janet 
McMaster); Kevin, Patrick and Randall, all of 
Calgary. 

What is history? It is more than a file of 
statistics - more than how many sections of 
land one owns or rents, etc. -- history is created 
by people through time. Through this passage 
of time that has been allotted to each one of us, 
‘we all leave our mark in the hearts and minds of 
our loved ones. 

Riches take wings, comforts vanish, hope 
withers away, but love stays with us. Love is 
God. -V. Cosby 


McKENZIE, ANGUS AND FAMILY 
By Mary McKenzie 


The McKenzie family, Angus, Mary and 
two children, Harold and Annette, moved to 
Bentley in the spring of 1952 and Angus took 
over the Purity 99 bulk farm fuels and service 
station, which had previously been operated 
by Mr. Bob Unger. They bought a house from 
Harry Doopel, one block west of the Bentley 
High School 

The McKenzies came to Bentley from the 
Wilmot area, which is now part of the Cresto- 
mere district, west of Ponoka. Harold finished 
his 1952 school term at Bismark, staying at a 
friend's home in the district, and Annette 
started her schooling in Bentley at the old 
two-roomed brick school. 

The old Purity 99 service station stood 
where the A.G.T. building is now located and 
in 1953 a new service station was built on main 
street, east of the railway tracks, Angus moved 
there with Purity 99 and is still with the service 
station and business, now known as Gulf Ser- 
vice. 

Harold graduated from Bentley high 
school and went on to study music at the 
University of Houston, Texas. After attaining 


his degree in music, he settled in Calgary 
where he opened his own music studio. He is 
married to the former Wealtha Hannicart and 
they have one son. 

‘Annette also graduated from Bentley high 
school and attended the University of Alberta 
in Edmonton, graduating with a B.Sc., degree 
in Pharmacy. She is married to Robert King- 
sep. They have a daughter and live in Edmon- 
ton 


McKILLIGAN, ALEXANDER AND FAMILY 
By Meari McKilligan 


Alexander McKilligan came north to AL 
berta, settling on a homestead one mile north 
of Bentley, He left Utah because of ill health, 
as well as seeking adventure and greener pas- 
tures. He built the first house in the Bentley 
area and he and three other families spent the 
first winter in this house. 


Alter the death of their second oldest son, 
‘Angus, in 1899, Mary McKilligan and the fam- 
ily joined Mr. MeKilligan in Bentley. 

Mr. McKilligan worked in building houses 


First house inthe Bent 
Holmes 
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and helping neighbors with their masonry 
work. He also built a lime kiln and used the 
rocks off the farm to get lime for plastering 
many of the buildings. 

He and his sons hauled freight from La- 
combe to Bentley, with a team and wagon. 

On October 30,1901, the McKilligan’s ol- 
dest daughter, Helena, married Harry Brown- 
low. They lived at Brownlow's Landing, Gull 
Lake, and Helena died when their son, Harry, 
was born. 

George MckKilligan, the oldest son, moved 
to Edmonton where he worked with the Ed- 
monton Transit system. He married Mabel 
Hale and years later, they moved with their 
family to the Jarvie area and lived there until 
George's passing in 1937, 

Alexander, Jr. left the Bentley district, 
working in different locations from Edmonton 
to Vancouver, In 1911, he married Emily Mow- 
by. They eventually made their home in Van- 
couver, B.C., where he passed away some 
years later, Emily and their son, Vernon, still 
live there. 





2 district 1898 one mile north of Bente, Occupied by MeKiligan family, MePherson and 
{families and Mr. & Mrs. Clem Mies, wile their 


homes were being built 











‘Mary, Wiliam, Alexander Sr. ond Roy. 


‘The two youngest boys, Roy and William, 
attended the first school in Bentley. 

Mrs. McKilligan passed away May 26, 
4912 and on June 11, 1913 Mr. Mckilligan 
married Sara Fisher Buxton. He died April 20, 
1914. 

Roy and William took over the homestead 
in partnership and they also bought a halt-sec- 
tion three miles west of Bentley. Sara kept 
house for them until 1920. At that time she 
moved to Whidby Island where she passed 
away February 11, 1923. 

William and Meari Fallis were married 
May 3, 1920. It was a wet spring and the mud 
was up to the axles of the buggy when they 
drove home to the homestead. 

The brothers dissolved their partnership. 
Roy taking the half section west of Bentley 
and William keeping the original homestead, 
where he engaged in mixed farming. He also 
enjoyed curling and took an active part in the 
construction of the first curling rink. William 
and Mearl had two children - Esther born in 
1921 and Arthur in 1923, 

After William's sudden death in 1932, 
Mearl and the family moved into Bentley and 


Alexander McKilligan family- 1898. Back row L. to R - Angus, Helena, George. Front row L to R- Alexander dr. 








both Mearl and Esther started working in the 
telephone office, where they continued to 
work until 1966, At that time the office was, 
‘closed and DDD service was put in operation. 

Arthur joined the armed forces in 1940 
and was overseas from June, 1941 until No- 
vember, 1948, He and Jean Waldie of lola were 
married in June, 1948, and moved to their farm 
in the lola district, where they stil reside. They 
had six children - Judy (Mrs. Harvey Weigilt of 
Edmonton); Wendy (Mrs. Everet Belt of Red 
Deer); Susan and Kathy of Red Deer and Brian 
and Jim still at home. 

Roy McKilligan and Nellie Fallis were 
married in January, 1920 and made their home 
on the half section three miles west of Bentley. 
They spent some time in Oregon, U.S.A., B.C. 
and then came back to Bentley, 

Roy and Nellie had the misfortune to lose 
several of their dairy herd and the neighbors 
rallied around and held a whist drive and 
dance at the H.P. Hansen farm and the pro- 
‘ceeds were given to the McKilligans to buy 
more cows. 

In 1935 they moved to the original homes- 
tead and lived there until 1939, when they sold 


their farm and moved with their family to Bur 
naby, B.C. Later they moved to Kaslo, B.C. 
where they lived until Roy's death in February of 
1974, Nellie passed away June 26, 1976. 

Their son, Wayne, lives near Salmo, B.C, 
Roberta (Mrs. Emest Johnson), Arlene (Mrs. 
Frank Carney) and son, Edward, live in Kaslo, 
Robert and his family live in North Vancouver; 
Velma (Mrs, Adam Popal) in Vancouver; Do- 
rothy (Mrs. Campbell) at Kamloops and Do- 
nald is in Terrace, B.C. 

After the phone office closed in Bentley, 
Mearl and Esther moved to Red Deer and stil 
live there. 


MY YEARS IN BENTLEY 
By Margaret McKinnon 

| started teaching in Bentley in 1940 and 
finished in 1958, Without a doubt, those were 
some of the happiest years of my life. | saw 
teachers and principals come and go. The 
principals | taught for were Mr. Moseley, Mr. 
Laycraft, Mr. Metcalf, Mr. Read and Mr. Bruns, 

| started in the little white schoo! across 
from the hospital. Then | moved to the brick 
building for a few years, until the "new schoo!” 
was built. When it became crowded, | was back 
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again with a Grade II class in the little school 
Being the only teacher in that building, |, of 
course, had to stay at noon with the children, so 
once a month on pay day, | would take the 
youngsters down to the brick school, leave them 
on the grounds with the supervising teacher, 
and go across the street to the bank. | think we 
all looked forward to that day — | know | did 

‘At one time we had a rhythm band. We 
practiced noon hours and recesses. | recall 
some of the mothers made the children very 
smart costumes and we performed with a 
flourish. The youngsters may not have learned 
much music, but we certainly enjoyed oursel- 
ves. Another incident | recall was the time 
each room put on their own Christmas con- 
cert. We had this one at night, which, of cour- 
se, always adds glamour to any affair. | was 
about to make "Chairman's remarks" when a 
fuse blew, putting us all in darkness. | think | 
blew one too. However, there always seemed 
to be someone to come to the rescue. Another 
highlight was “Our Circus”. I'm sure no other 
small town ever co-operated with the school 
and teachers as the people of Bentley did 
Grant Sanders, the druggist, had rolls and 
rolls of canvas which he and a helper put upon 
the brick school grounds for an enclosure for 











Margaret McK 





1on school class - grades 1-2. 











Margaret McKinnon Schoo! Circus 
our program. Ernie Peterson was mayor at that 
time, and he closed Main Street traffic while 
we paraded down and back. Cecil Suggett 
took movies, Those who took part will remem- 
ber some of the characters we portrayed. The 
ones | remember were “Brownie”, Ricky Gar- 
ries’ big gentle lab. dog, with a fur collar from 
one of the mothers’ coats around his neck. He 
was our ferocious lion, One of the bigger boys 
— I can't remember which one — walked on 
stilts and his mother had made him long pants 
to cover the stilts. He was the tall man. Of 
course, there were many athers who took their 
parts with equal enthusiasm. 

Looking back, | felt sure that all these social 
events we participated in helped the children 
learn co-operation and decision making, soem- 
phasized today. 

My mother lived with me and everyone 
made her feel so wanted and needed. She died 
in the Bentley hospital in 1956, and | would be 
remiss if | did not mention how wonderful ev- 
eryone was to me at that time. 

Mother enjoyed Bentley as much as I did 
and in her old cookbook she had copied this 
poem, which we both agreed could have been 
Bentley: 





Like to live in a little town 
Where the trees meet over the street, 
‘And you wave your hand and say hello 
To everyone you meet. 


| like to stop for a minute 
Outside the grocery store 

And hear the kindly gossip 

Of the folks who live next door, 





For life Is interwoven 
With the friends you learn to know, 
‘And you feel their joys and sorrows 
As they daily come and go. 


So I'm glad to live in a little town, 
And I care no more to roam, 

For every house in a little town 

Is more than a house — it’s a home. 





— Josephine Heysted. 


McLACHLAN, ERIC FAMILY 
By Helen McLachlan Watson 

Eric and Helen McLachlan and two girls, 
Vyrle Elaine, 3% years and Joyce Arlene, 9 
months, moved from Egremont, Alberta to the 
Gull Lake district in July, 1944, having bought 
the Ed Hansen farm N1é-17-40-28-W4, 

With us, came Eric’s father and mother, 
John and Sarah McLachlan, from Radway, Al- 
berta. Later that fall, they purchased a cottage 
from Gull Lake and had it moved to the farm. It 
was made into a comfortable little home, 
where they lived until Mr. McLachlan’s death 
in 1946. Mrs. McLachlan continued to make it 
her home until she moved to 2 Senior's hospi- 
tal in Edmonton. Following her death in 1948, 
the cottage was sold and moved to the Herold 
Peterson farm west of Bentley. 

We gradually became established in 
mixed farming and Eric supplemented the in- 
come by working at Gull Lake park - maintain 
ing the beach area and entrance roads, mow- 
ing grass, etc. When the park eventually be- 
came Aspen Beach Provincial Park, Eric was 
hired by the Village of Gull Lake as Mainte- 
nance and Sanitation Engineer. He worked 
here for two years. Folks still remember the 
Allis Chalmers tractor with barrels of garbage 
on a large flat rack trailer - occasionally with 
several children stealing rides on the back. 

‘A very notable change for us with the 
move here, was farming with a tractor in place 
of horses (we purchased Ed Hansen's Allis 
Chalmers at his sale). Also, the telephone and 
rural mall delivery were new to us and quite 
modern, thrilling features 

‘Our family, from the beginning, was ac- 
cepted into and became part of, this farming 
community of good friends and neighbors. 
‘Our first callers were Joe Pollock; and Mrs, 
Edna Hansen and Marlene. 














We were members of the United Church 
and therefore joined all related organizations. 
Eric had a part in the building of the Christian 
Education Center in 1960-61. Vyrle's wedding 
reception was the first function held in the 
building. Tables and benches were borrowed 
from United Church Meridian Camp. 

We also joined the Farmers Union of Alb- 
erta and | was involved in Home and School 
and the Searchlight Club. 

Eric served his term as director on the 
Gull Lake Telephone Company, which leaves 
memories of men up poles, men digging holes, 
men connecting wires - all hoping to get res- 
Ponse when, from one of the phones they rang 
three long rings: a long-a short-a long: four 
shorts; a long-a short; or whatever. 

| remember too, these sare neighbors 
improving the road past our farm, with the use 
of a plough, fresnos, and a grader. They 
worked together in the same way removing 
snow in the winter time, 

Three boys were added to our family over 
the years - all born in the Bentley Municipal 
Hospital: Lloyd Graham in 1946; Bryce Lee in 
11948; and Wayne Wesley in 1954. 

‘Our nearest neighbors were: the Dick Cox 
family across the road east; the Esco Moores 
and later, the Max Moores, to the north and 
the Lewis Cabelka family on the south. Over 
the years, the Cabelka and McLachlan chil 
dren, with only the railway track between 
them, spent many playing hours together. 





Bryce MeLachlan’s birthday party - Sara Cabelka, 
Dent, dean Knight, Gary Bruns, Bryce McLachlan, Arla 
Knight, Terry Dawson, Stephen Cabetka, Liovd, Vurle 
‘and Joyce MeLachi 
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They well remember the "Aaa-o000" call from 
the south or the shrill finger whistle from the 
north that disbanded play and sent them scur- 
rying homeward. One of the greatest thrills 
‘was the whistle of the train's steam locomotive 
which never failed to bring them all running to 
watch the train go by. Of course, there was al- 
ways the friendly wave of the engineer. 

Vyrle began school in the Gull Lake 
school, situated a mile south of us, The 
school, that year, 1947, was under supervision 
of Miss Grace Hansen, in the absence of a regu- 
lar teacher. The teacher the next year was Miss 
Betty Cutler of Lacombe, who boarded in our 
home. In 1949, the year Joyce commenced 
school, the Gull Lake school was taken into 
amalgamation, so all our children completed 
their schooling in the Bentley Schools under 
teachers from 1949 to 1973 as listed elsewhere 
in this book. 

Besides school, they all had their turns at 
©.G.LT., Cubs, Scouts, Sunday School, Young 
Peoples, 4H, Camping, School activities and 
sports. The girls, in their teen-age years enjoyed 
attending the Dicky Damron Saturday night 
dances——chaperoned by Dad. 

Vyrle, on completion of high school, took 
nursing aide course in Calgary School of 
Nursing Aide and worked in Calgary, Brooks 
and Bentley. In 1961 she married Robert 
Westra of Cochrane. They live in Edmonton 
now where Wyrle is full-time wife and mother 
and Robert is employed as Ruminant Nutri- 
tionist for Alberta Agriculture. They have four 
girls - Elaine Joy, Judy Charlotte, Nova Helen, 
and Misty Lynn Ruth. 

Joyce chose banking as her career, be- 
ginning in Bentley under Bank of Montreal 
manager, Mr. Kennedy. She later transferred 
to Ottawa and later, back to Calgary. In 1967 she 
married Bert Curtiss of Bentley. They now live in 
Crossfield where Joyce is employed in abank as 
Administration Officer and Bert operates his 
‘own machinist business. 

Lloyd worked in different areas - farming, 
oll rigs, cook camps, Alberta School Hospital 
in Red Deer, at Aspen Beach Provincial Park 
and finally chose road construction. He is now 
superintendent in a paving company. In 1975 
he married Penny Wyatt of Medicine Hat. They 
live in Medicine Hat and have two sons - Sean 
Graham and Jason Eric Douglas. 

Bryce spent his first working years in farm 











Eric and Helen McLachlan and family at their 25th wed: 
ding anniversary 


‘employment - for Max Moore, Larry Moore, Ar- 
chie Carlyle, and Herold Peterson. He worked 
‘one winter in the nickel mines in Northern Ma- 
nitoba. On return from there, he was offered 
work onaroad grader. He is in partnership, now, 
in construction machinery and operateshis own 
grader on road building. in 1978 he married 
Carol Albers of Lacombe. They have their home 
in Bentley. 

Wayne was in the grade XII class that lost 
their schoo! to fire and finished the year in La- 
combe High School, During holidays he 
worked for Herold and Garry Peterson, far- 
ming, but eventually joined Bryce, on road 
construction. He decided to make this his car- 
eer and attended S.A.LT. in Calgary. He now 
works for a Paving Co. as Civil Engineering 
Technologist. In 1978 he married Betty Gerlin- 
ger of East Coulee, They make their home in 
Pincher Creek. 


Eric's death had come early in life - in 
1963, at age 55. During the last two years of 
his life and three years following, the farm was 
rented by Max Moore. In 1966, I sold the farm to 
Josh Wilkins and moved to the Village of Bentley 
into the house at 4638-50 Ave. which was pur- 
chased from Tony and Vi Swanson. This house, 
built in 1964, was the first dwelling in the Bentley 
north-east development. 

| was working at the Bentley Hospital 
then, having started there in 1962 on the hou- 
sekeeping staff with Mrs. Caroline Carruthers 
‘as my supervisor, Miss Verna Furnald as Ma- 
tron and Mr. John Neal, Sec.-Treas. In Novem~ 
ber 1966 | completed a correspondence 





course for Medical Record Technicians and 





was in charge of the Medical Record Depart- 
‘ment until the time of my retirement in 1977. In 
1979 | married Jack Watson, formerly of the 
Village of Gull Lake, We reside in Bentley, sur- 
rounded by wonderful friends and neighbors. 


In closing this account, | must say 
“Thank you" to a great God and Savior, 
In happy times he gives me joy. 

In hard times and sad times he holds me. 
And by His grace he promises me eternal 
life. ~ John 11:25,26. 

“Thank you, Jesus’ 


Reminiscings:, By Helen McLachlan Watson 


We all remember the cold farm house. - 
even insulating helped very little. Saturday 
night baths were taken in the galvanized wash 
tub beside the kitchen stove, the oven door 
‘open and blankets hung on chairs around the 
tub to keep the heat in. 

We used coal and wood stoves. We used 
coal oil lamps to light the house and a coal oil 
lantern for chores. 

Of course, there was only an outside toi 
let and was it cold out there in the winter 
timett! 

| used a hand washer, scrub board and 
copper boiler for washing clothes. We milked 
cows by hand, used a hand turned cream se 
parator and a wooden churn, 

In the spring of 1948, the ruts in the La~ 
combe road were so deep, the battery of our 
car was pulled off on the way home from a 
show, With the use of wire borrowed from 
Harry Siebenga, we were able to have lights to 
get home. 

We left home early on the morning of Oc- 
tober 23, 1944 for Waskatenau, 60 miles north- 
east of Edmonton to attend the wedding of my 
brother, Frank Knight... There was tire ration- 
ing at that time so if a tire went flat, we had to 
fix it. We had thirteen flats on the way! Need- 
less to say we missed the wedding. We arrived 
in time for the reception. 

We could pack a lunch Sunday after 
noons, drive to the lake and mest neighbors to 
share supper. 

The highlight, for us all, in looking back, 
was the day in 1949 when our electricity was 
turned on, The night the yard was so bright, 
and in the house, the corners were so light. 

















McNAUGHT FAMILY 
By Roy and Colleen McNaught 
and Rose Kirsch 

Two converted hay rack wagons, each 
pulled by a four horse team, completed the 
overland trip from near Shelby, Montana, to 
the new McNaught farmstead north of Shau- 
avon, Saskatchewan in July 1922. Robert and 
Lena McNaught and their children — Rose, 
Jean, Roy and Charlie, ages 8, 6, 5 and 3 res- 
pectively were becoming Canadians. 

The only building was a barn, a mile 
south of the Georgina School. However a 
house was soon built and the business of 
farming began. Rose and Jean became first 
time school students shortly thereafter, and 
life had begun to settle down, 

Crops, and farming in genefal, remained 
good throughout the 1920's. But when the 
Norash” came in 1929, wheat — the main 
source of income — became almost worthless. 
Then, in the early 30's the rains stopped al- 
‘most entirely, and the farmland turned to near 
desert. Only the Russian thistle grew, and 
fences filled with drifted soil 

In April 1934, Robert passed away after a 
lengthy illness, Then in 1936 Charlie came to 
Bentley, looking for work during the harvest 
season, Thus began the migration of the rest 
of the family to Alberta, Rose and Jean moved 
to Calgary in 1937, followed by Mrs. Lena 
McNaught in 1938. 

Roy was left batching in Sask. In 1942 he 
joined the Canadian Army. After discharge 
from the Army on medical grounds, he moved 
to Bentley, bringing the rest of the family's 
possessions. He and Mother took up residence 
in Bentley. Lena was a devoted member of the 
W.M.S. and the United Church, and also be- 
longed to the Ladies’ Auxiliary to the Cana- 
dian Legion, She always found time to visit at 
‘the hospital, and anyone who might be ill at 
home. She enjoyed her garden and could of- 
ten be seen at 5 am. of a summer morning 
digging the pesky “quack” grass from what 
was to become a lawn, She lived alone after 
Roy's marriage until Rose joined her in 1950. 
In June 1958 she passed away very suddenly, 
‘and was laid to rest beside her husband in the 
Shaunavon cemetery 

‘On coming to Bentley Roy began working 
at Garries’ Machine Shop and also spending 
some time as a farm laborer. In January 1946 
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at Lacombe he and Mary Giesbrecht were 
married. In March of that year, they moved to 
their present home, formerly the Trimble farm, 
some 4 miles south east of Bentley. Roy lived 
Up to his reputation of ‘liking the ladies’ and he 
and Mary became the parents of four girls. 

‘Number 1” - Sheryl, born in 1947, be- 
‘came a school teacher, and in 1968 married 
Bruce Boyes, a dairy farmer near Bluffton, 
They have two children, Rick and Tammy, 

“Number 2" - Merle, born in April 1950, 
became a registered nurse, and after working 
in B.C., Manitoba and the Yukon, married chet 
J. Claude Diot in 1977. They have one daught- 
er, Andrea. 

‘Number 3" - Colleen, born in 1955, 
worked in places varying from ranches to city 
parks to driving truck, and a commercial writer 
for CKRD Radio/TV in Red Deer. In March 
1979, she was seriously injured in a car acci- 
dent; at the time of this writing, she is still re- 
‘cuperating from those injuries. 

‘Number 4” - Janice, born in 1958. After 
being employed in several jobs, including 
ranch labor, is working towards becoming a 
registered veterinary assistant, 

Roy and his girls are keenly interested in 
horses and riding. They were charter members 
of the Riding Club founded by Robert Carlyle, 
Many trophies bear out their successes in 
gymkhanas. 

Roy is a member of the Canadian Legion 
For many years he was on the Board of the 
Bentley Community Hall, and also served as 
Chairman for quite some time. He was a mem- 
ber of the Rainy Creek Rural Telephone Co. In 
addition to these activities he was on hand 
when the Bentley ang District Fair was organi- 
zed, 

To get back to Charlie's story. He worked 
for brother-in-law, Louis Szasz, until he joined 
the R.C.AF, in 1940, and served on Canada's 
west coast. At one time he was in the Marine 
Section of the Air Force and attached to the 
U.S. Army, @ real combination of services. In 
1946 he was discharged from the R.C.A.F. and 
took up farming when he rented the Rupert 
Huistel farm, after Jean and Louis Szasz 
bought a farm of their own. Eventually he 
bought the farm, 

In 1953 he married Leona (Wilkins) Fox, 
who had two boys, Edward and Stanley. If Roy 
‘liked the ladies’, then it could be said that 














McNaught and Sease far 
‘Standing Roy, Ros 
ing Jean and Louis Szasz wi 





Jean, Bob and Ann, 





Charlie ‘liked the men’, as he and Leona had 
three boys 

"Number 1” - Ray, born in 1954, bought a 
part of the home place from his mother. He 
sold it in 1978, and now farms near Rimbey. 
He married Joan Armstrong of Bentley and 
they have three daughters, Kim, Karrie and Sa- 
mantha, 

“Number 2" - Dale, born in 1967. Is in the 
trucking business. He married Wanda Heistad 
and they live in Blackfalds. They have two 
daughters, Cherilyn and Kelley. 

‘Number 3” - Terry, born in 1961. He is 
also in the trucking business. Is living in Red 
and is not married. 

Edward married Dixie McCullough and 
they have one daughter, Candy. He is a tins- 
mith and works in Red Deer, although they live 
‘on the McCullough farm west of Lacombe. 

Stanley learned the trade of a butcher, 
starting in the Bentley Butcher Shop. He lives 
in Vancouver. 

Charlie was a member of the Canadian 
Legion. He worked hard and he played hard. 
He was always ready to say “I'l match you for 
it" and often was the winner. He will always be 
remembered by his hearty and ever ready 
laugh. He loved to play Pitch and usually 
could be found at the Club Room on a Satur- 
day night. Another of his favorite diversions 
was Auction Marts, especially Sims in Red 
Deer, If he thought he might make a dollar, he 
would have his purchase resold, and it mat- 
tered not whether he gained or lost — he lau- 
ghed, 

Not only his family, but a host of friends 





mourned Charlie's untimely death in 1963, just 
two months short of his 44th birthday. 

In May 1967 Leona married Arthur Soder- 
burg. They have two children, Margaret Irene 
born in 1969 and Allan Cari in 1972, After 
Leona sold the home place to Ray, she bought 
a farm east of Blacktalds, which she stil owns, 
but now lives north east of Rimbey on an 
acreage. In July 1979 Leona suffered a severe 
stroke and Is unable to speak 

After working in Calgary, Edmonton and 
the Republic of Panama, Rose was the last of 
the McNaught family to call Bentley home. 
‘She worked at Garries', operated a dress shop 
and worked for Ted George during the period 
1950 to 1958. At the time of her mother's death 
she had just commenced work at the Municipal 
Office in Lacombe. However "Mr. Right” came 
along in the person of Walter Kirsch, who was a 
battery operator in the Bentley area, and they 
were married in 1959, After 20 years in various 
places they, too, live in Bentiey, as of May 1979. 





McPHERSON FAMILY 
By Douglas A. McPherson 


In 1899 Major William Burns McPherson 
heeded the call "Go West Young Man”, so he, 
along with his wife Emily, sons Charlie, Willie, 
Jamie, Jabez, Allan and daughters, Marie and 
Sadie, emigrated from Clark County, Wiscon- 
sin, US.A 

Alter filing on homesteads in Calgary, 
they made the arduous trip to Bentley via 
train, and horses and wagons, to embark on a 
new life, At that time, essential building sup- 
plies, groceries and mail were hauled from La- 
combe to the east side of Gull Lake, loaded on 
a steamer and carried over to Brownlow’s Lan- 
ding, whereupon they were picked up and de- 
livered to Bentley. This was more practical 
than taking the long detour south of the lake, 
because of the vast marsh land that had to be 
skirted. 

It was soon apparent that a lumber mill 
was needed to handle the requirements of the 
settlers. The McPherson Bros, Lumber Mill Co. 
was formed and a sawmill established in town- 
ship 41 and operated by William and Jabez. 
This was only the second lumber mill in Alb- 
erta and provided most of the lumber for the 
building of the village of Bentley. 

The development of Bentley was rapid 
thereafter. Jamie operated the first cheese fac- 



























‘Major and Mrs, W. McPherson 


tory. The Major purchased the store and post 
office that Mr. Bentley had operated for three 
months. The brothers also participated in the 
construetion and maintenance of the hotel, 
which housed three McPherson families and 
a confectionery store and poo! hall. All this in 
addition to having proved up on their homes- 
teads, 

‘Such a gigantic undertaking in farming, 
construction and business enterprises was en- 
hanced by the arrival of a band of workers 
from England - the O'Neil brothers, Len and 
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Billy Beddoes, Carl Thomas and his father and 
many more. The addition of their time and ta- 
lents to the progress of the Bentley commun- 
ity was warmly received and much apprecia- 
ted. 

Today all these names are but memories 
fondly recalled as true pioneer stock, that con- 
tributed so much to the development of this 
region, 


McPHERSON, JABEZ AND ZELLA 


Jabez Burns McPherson was born in Wis- 
consin in 1879 and came to Canada with his 
father and four brothers in 1900. 

Zella Mellissa Osgood was born near Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin in 1891 and came to Canada 
with her parents in 1902, 

Jabez and Zella were married in Calgary in 
1909 and then made their home in the Bentley 
district, Mr. McPherson senior had homes- 
teaded the N.£.24-40-1-5, one mile east of Ben- 
tley and built house on the southwest corner of 
the farm. This farm soon became the property of 
Jabez and he later acquired the quarter section 
of land north across the road, S.W.25-40-1-5, 
formerly owned by Archie Putland, a store 
keeper in Bentley, 

In 1918 the McPherson brothers, Jabez and 
Will, started a sawmill in township 41, range, to 
mill pine and spruce, The mill was driven by @ 
steam engine, which was operated by Dick Sam- 
brooke, a brother-in-law. Jabez was the sawyer 
and John Whitesell operated the planer. The mill 
turned out about 10,000 feet of planed lumber a 
day and this was hauled to Bentley and Eckville, 








‘MePherson family 9 
Clara, Lyman, Elwin, Alice, Vera. 





hering.L to R- James, Libby, Jabez, Mamie, Sade, Allan, Steno, Wiliam. Children LtoR. 











Crew and wives at McPherson 


Most of the hauling was done by Charlie and 
Wilbur Whitesell. Charlie hauled the lumber 
from the mill to Gilby and Wilbur and his team 
took over from there and hauled to Bentley or 
Eckville 

‘About 1920 a second mill was started on the 
N.E, 20-41-5-5. Jabez had sold his machinery 
after the milling was finished on the first site so 
had to buy new equipment. He hadn't intended 
to go into the sawmill business a second time, 
but while on a picnic he saw an excellent stand 
of timber and couldn't resist the urge to go saw- 
milling again. 

Zella and her sister, Vivian Sambrooke, 
cooked for the crews and she remembers can 
ning five hundred quarts of fruit - mostly wild ~ 
fone summer. 

Later Jabez bought a new wooden Nichols 
and Shepherd threshing machine and operated 
it with the steam engine which he brought from 
the mill. He did a lot of threshing in the area with 
this outfit and later sold it to Fritz Ebeling, who 
bought a new Case separator and continued 
threshing in the area for many years. 











McPherson sawmill and camp in Leedale area 








Mil - Lonesome Cove - 1915 

The McPhersons built a comfortable home 
In Bentley and rented their farm to Ernie Hay- 
ward, who moved the house on it up to its pres- 
ent site on the Lacombe highway. The farm was 
later rented to Don Pierson, who eventually 
bought it 

Jabez ran a feed mill in Bentley for years 
and he and Zella enjoyed many trips to the west, 
country, camping, fishing and picking berries. 
Many school teachers boarded at the McPher- 
sons and Zella was always noted for her wond- 
erful meals. 

Jabez passed away about 1963 and Zella 
has lived in the Senior Citizen's Lodge in La- 
combe for many years. She enjoys fair health 
and stil loves to talk about the "good old days’ 

Zella died in January, 1982 


MoPHERSON, JAMES P. 

By Victor McPherson, 

James P. McPherson, with his wife, Elizabeth, 
and infant son, Lyman, emigrated from Wis- 
consin, U.S.A. to Canada and came to the 
Bentley area in 1899, homesteading the farm 
now known as the Pico place, on the west side 
of the Blindman River, about one mile west of 
Bentley. The log house my sister, Clara, and | 
were born in is still being used as a garage 
land workshop. 

My grandfather, Major W.B. McPherson, 
headed up quite a group of McPhersons mi- 
grating from Wisconsin. These were his eldest. 
son, Charlie; second son William with his wite, 
Stena, and daughter, Vera; third son James P. 
who was my father; fourth son, Jabez and fifth 





son, Allan, Charlie and Allan returned tothe 
U.S.A. without taking out Canadian papers. 

Grandfather and three sons started a saw- 
mill called McPherson Lumber Co., located 12 
miles west of Bentley, operating in winter and 
proving up on their homesteads during the 
summer. They supplied lumber and bridge 
timbers for much of the area from Rimbey to 
Red Deer. Grandfather's homestead was the 
N.W. quarter from the centre of Bentley. My 
father located one mile west, Willy and Jabez 
just north of this. 

My father was a cheesemaker and set up 
a small cheese factory on the homestead, La- 
ter he built a larger one, a quarter of a mile 
north of the centre of Bentley. on the road to 
Rimbey. This building later became Millers 
Creamery. In 1906 he built a business on Main 
Street, with groceries and @ lumber yard. He 
also had a business office, was a J.P., and for 
many years was Secretary of the Oxtord 
School District. Bentley was an active little 
town and he was into most of it. 


329 


In 1910, at the age of 40, he ran a nine 
mile race from Aspen Beach to Lacombe 
against Alberta's best, and came in third. His 
only training was riding a bicycle. 

In 1912 he built Thistle Inn at Aspen 
Beach. It was a hotel and grocery store. He 
also ran a taxi from Lacombe to Aspen Beach 
in the summertime, He ran this place for three 
summers, 1912, 1913, 1914. When the war 
started in 1914 all the summer cottagers went 
home and so went the business. In 1915 his el- 
dest son joined the armed forces. At the end of 
that year he sold out and moved to Calgary. In 
1923 he moved to Seattle, Washington. Then 
in 1932 he moved back to the Fraser Valley, 
and, in semi-retirement ran the tourist bureau 
lat Hope, B.C. for many years. He died in White 
Rock, B.C. in 1961 at the age of 84. His wife, 
Libby, predeceased him by six years. 


His family, 
Lyman, B. was born in 1898. He died in Burna- 





Bilin belonging to Jas. P. MePherson on main stret in Bentley, July 2, 1908. 
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by, B.C. in 1976, His daughter, Clara was born 
in 1900 and died in Victoria, B.C. in 1980. She 
had two daughters. Lawrence, born in Bentley 
in 1907 died in Seattle in 1933. He had no chil- 
dren. Lois, born in 1910, died in Vancouver in 
4960. She had one son and one daughter. My- 
self, Victor A. was born in Bentley in 1903 and 
am now retired in Parksville, B.C. | have two 

When we left Bentley I was just 14. | stil 
remember a very happy childhood in Bentley. | 
remember many grand people of those days, 
especially my two uncles, Jabez and Willie. | 
will always fondly remember my Grandad. Al- 
though he left Bentley while | was quite 
young, he was a truly great man. Five of his 
journals are in the keeping of my eldest son, 
and two of these carry his day by day record 
of this period at the turn of the century. He 
was very active in the process of Alberta be- 
coming a province, travelling many times to 
Calgary and Edmonton. | am sure these jour- 
nals would be a great help to anyone writing 
early Bentley history 





McPHERSON, NORMAN ANGUS 
By Rea Peterson 


Norman was born in Ontario, and as a 
young man, came to Vancouver, where he 
made his home with the Ed Chowen family. 

He went overseas in 1915 and after re- 
turning from the war he came to Bentley and 
took up farming with his friend, Andrew 
Veith, They bought the Bob Hutchison farm, 
S.E, 24-40-1-5, east of Bentley 

Alter a few years, Norman left the part 
nership and went to Vancouver, where he mar- 
ried and had a daughter, Noreen. 

Mrs. McPherson and Noreen still live in 
Vancouver, where Norman passed away after 
suffering a heart attack 


McPHERSON, WILLIAM MILES AND FAMILY 
by Edward Redmond & Alice Sambrooke 


William “Willie” McPherson was born in 
April, 1868 in Springdale, Wis. U.S.A. His wife, 
Stena Severson, was born in June, 1876 in 
Ringebo, Norway and came to Wisconsin in 
1882. They were married in 1893. 

In early 1900 they emigrated to Bentley 
from Clark County, Wis., with their children 
Vera, born February, 1896; Elwin, born De- 











Wille McPherson family - 1908 
Back row L-R - Vera, Elwin, Alice 
Front row L to R - Willie, Douglas, Stena 








cember, 1897 and Alice, born November 1899. 
A.son, Douglas, was born in Bentley in Sept- 
ember, 1908. 

Willie filed on a homestead on S.E. 32-40- 
1-5, west of the Blindman river and west of the 
Larson homestead. He purchased a house in 
Bentley, on the main street at the top of the 
hill, in order that the children could attend 
school. 

‘At that time Mrs. Brownlow, Sr., gave pi- 
ano lessons to Vera and Alice, along with 
other pupils, and also conducted the choir in 








a and Vera McPherson in ront of log cabin - 1910 





the Anglican church. Construction of the 
Methodist church was soon to follow. 

In the winter Willie, along with his broth- 
er, Jabez, operated the McPherson Bros. Lum- 
ber Co. Willie had twenty-five men on the 
woods crew, and Jabez had an equal number 
of men on the mill crew. 

Neighbors and friends that come to mind 
are the Birch, Damron, Garries, Hopkins, Lar- 
son, Morison, Putland and Thorp families, just 
to mention a few. 

The fondest memories of the children in- 
volved skating parties in the winter and swim 
ming and picnics held at Gull Lake in the sum- 
mer. 

Willie died in 1916, at the age of 48, as 
the result of an industrial accident. Shortly, 
thereafter, the family went their separate ways, 
Mother Stena passed away in Wisconsin in 
1956. Elwin died in Oregon in 1957. Vera (Mrs. 
Billy Sambrooke) is widowed and living in Mis- 
sion, B.C. Alice (Mrs. W. Redmond and Mrs. A 
Sambrooke) is twice widowed and living in 
Calgary. Douglas with his wife, Dorothy, are 
retired and living in Lake Bluff, Il. U.S.A, 


McQUEEN, JOHN & FAMILY 
By Donald McQueen 

My father, John McQueen, came west in 

1912 and worked as a pharmacist at the Calgary 

General Hospital, He served in the First World 
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War and after his discharge he came to Bentley 
land opened a drug store in 1919. 

My mother, Claudine Noiles, came from 
Nova Scotia in 1918 to teach schoo! in Bentley 
that same year. She and Mrs. Wilbur Whitesell 
(nee Annie Hobbs) boarded at the home of Mr. & 
Mrs, John Damron and later with Mr. & Mrs. 
Herb Birch, Her pupils all remember her as an 
excellent mathematics teacher. She left Bentley 
and taught in Red Deer forsix months, returning 
to Bentley to marry my father 

My parents often laughed about the time 
they were skating on Gull Lake and broke 
through the ice. 

| was born in Bentley in October of 1923. and 
now reside and work in Saskatoon, Sask. We 
have three children. John, Don, and Margaret 
Lynn 

My brother, Murray, was born in 1932, after 
my parents moved to Toronto, He and his wife 
live in Calgary and have four children, Glen, 
Vicky, Wayne, and Kent. 

‘Alter my parents sold the drug storein Ben 
tley in 1928 they went to Morrin and ran a drug 
store there for one year. They then moved to 
Toronto where they continued to live until my 
father died in 1955, My mother taught school the 
year they were in Morrin, 

In 1961 my mother came back to Lacomt 
to live with her sister, Mrs. Alfretta Keith, until 
she passed away in 1972 

Both of my parents are buried in Toronto, 























NAGY, DOMOKOS FAMILY 

Domokos (Domy) Nagy was born on Febru- 
ary 29, 1904, in Geges, Romania to Alex and 
Julia Nagy. His father owned a brick factory. At 
the age of thirteen, Domy was in the cavalry 
division of the Romanian forces in the first world 
war. All the able-bodied men and boys were in 
the forces, leaving the women and girls to farm 
or look after the business. Domy drove horses 
with wagonloads of supplies for the front lines. 

In May, 1928, he left his home and emi- 
grated to Canada, a trip which took twenty eight 
days due to problems with the engine of the 
ship. He eventually arrived in Calgary where his 
biggest problem was lack of communication as 
he did not know one word of English. 

Immigrants were being hired to work on 
farms and Domy’s first job was in the Cluny 
istrict, east of Calgary, where he was put to 
work driving eight head of horses on the land. 
However, he was there only three weeks when 
he fell off a horse breaking his arm, so was sont 
back to Calgary where he had to go on relief 
until his arm healed. Then he thought he would 
try a logging camp on Vancouver Island but 
returned to Calgary in the fall, continuing on to 
Saskatchewan for the harvest. In 1929 he went 
to Churchill, Manitoba, to work on the railroad 
and stayed with this work in various parts of the 
western provinces until 1994. Following this he 
worked a year for Burns Feedlot in Calgary, 
feeding livestock 

In 1986 Domy came to the Bentley area 
where his first job was attending twelve hundred 
head of sheep for Bill Begert and also for Rupert 
Huistel, This touch with sheep seemed to grow 
‘on Domy ashe has been a sheep man ever since. 
In 1938 he went into partnership with George 
Stephenson with a flock of close to two thou- 
sand sheep. 

‘At this time he and his close friend, Gay 
Lorenzy, rented some farm bulldings from John 
Hilstad, where they fed sheep and pigs. Finally, 
in 1940 he saved enough money to buy his own 
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farm, N.W. 22-99-1-5, for $1,500. Pete Longs had 
lived there previously. Here Domy and his wife 
still live. 

He heard of a family who lived in the Boyle 
district, who had come from Hungary. Here 
would be some people who could speak his na- 
tive language, he thought, so he mounted his 
horse and went to Balogs to borrow something, 
He got a bonus—he met Mary! She recalls how 
she admired his beautiful saddle horse, but it 
wasn’t too long before she decided Domy 
looked pretty good too. They were married on 
December 23, 1941. Mary had come from Hun- 
‘gary with her parents, John and Irene Balog, in 
1928, as well 

Domy and Mary took pleasure in fixing up 
the two-room house with an upstairs attic room 
and always felt they were comfortable. It was 
their home for twenty three years and then they 
built a new house in which they still live. 

Hard work was the order of the day for these 
two. There were only fifty acres broke on the 
quarter so the rest was cleared with a “Cat” and 
broken with the old breaking plow. Horses were 
used until years later when a small tractor was 
purchased, Mary recalls walking behind the har- 
ows all day long or driving eight head of horses 
‘on the plow. As the years went by, two more 
quarters were purchased, one being where the 
Durham school stood, 

After the crops were in, Domy would go 
shearing sheep to make some extra money, get 
ting six cents a head for his work. He also main- 
tained the road to help pay his taxes. Many men 
have found a home and a job with the Nagys in 
the past. 

Helen was their first born, arriving on Janu- 
ary 29, 1943, Then on February 12, 1950, Julie 
was born. The giris took their schooling in Ben- 
tley, except for Helen’s first two years, when she 
attended Durham. They took an active part in 
the school activities and Helen enjoyed playing 
the piano as well. Julie loved to ride and won 
many trophies at gymkhana events. It took a 
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strong faith and the supportive love of family 
and friends to help Mary and Domy through 
their sorrow when Helen died the day beforeher 
eighteenth birthday. After graduating from high 
school, Julie attended Red Deer College fortwo 
years and the U. of A. for two years, taking edu- 
cation. She then taught at the Parkland Schoo! 
for the Retarded for five years. On April 7, 1973 
Julie and Paul Ree were married and they have 
two children, Darin born February 22, 1974, 
and Nikki born November 11, 197. Paul and 
Julie farm west of Bentley. 

The Nagys are members of Our Lady of the 
Assumption Church, Sylvan Lake. Mary is a 
member of the C.W.L. there and very active in 
her church. She also belongs to the Golden Star 
Club and the Birthday Club. She likes to curl and 
still enjoys outside work and gardening 

Domy follows the Auction Mart circuit, usu- 
ally bringing home some kind of an animal that 
he and Mary can give some tender loving care. 


NELLES FAMILY 
By J.E, Arrowsmith Nunnemaker 


In a copy of the Early History of Bentley and 
District, it was found by Jessie Elizabeth Nelles, 
later Arrowsmith and then Nunnemaker, daugh- 
ter of Frederick Robert Nelles - known as Fred, 
that the author of this early history, Bert De- 
Groff, gave much credit to Fred Nelles, my fa- 
ther, for the early happenings and the many 
names of the settlers in the Bentley district 

Fred came west about 1895 to look for a 
suitable site for ahomestead, on which to create 
a home for his wife - his fiancee then - Ellen 
Harriet McBride of Caledonia, Ontario. Her fa- 
ther, James McBride, was in charge of, and the 
main Civil Engineer of the Welland Canal, the 
connecting link between Lake Ontario and Lake 
Erie, when it was being built, but unfortunately, 
he died before it was completed. 

After Fred had chosen his land site tor a 
homestead, N.E. 20-40-28-4, three miles east of 
Bentley, and the filing of the homestead had 
been completed, Fred received news of his fa- 
ther’s death. This was Alexander Nelles of Wal 
nut Banks, Caledonia, Ontario and Fred left 
immediately for his home in Ontario. 

After the will was read, Fred and his 
younger brother, Hamilton, were heirs to the 
estate, 

‘The large, old Colonial house, which had 
been Fred’s boyhood home and had been in the 
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family since 1780, was known as the Forty Mile 
Place, as it was that distance on a main route 
from Niagara Falls and was built on the shores of 
the Grand River. 

Frederick Nelles is a direct descendant of 
William, named on memorial plaque, Their Coat 
of Arms dates back to September 7, 1322. 

‘The church built by the Nelles brothers and 
named on the memorial stone stills stands and is 
in use and in good condition in the Mohawk 
Valley, New York State. It is a Lutheran church 
and was built in the early 1770's. This church is, 
still standing for the future families to preserve, 
because of the friendship of Major Henry Nel 
to a patriot of the revolutionary forces of the 
colonies, during the time of this war, when the 
Mohawk Valley was taken by the revolutionary 
forces, and all buildings were being destroyed. 
When an Indian pointed his flaming arrowto the 
roof of the church, the leader of the group said 

‘No, this church must stand. | promised my 
friend, the Major, no harm would come toit, ifwe 
take this valley". The value of a friendship is. 
great, This church with the top figure of a cock 
above the steeple taken as a symbol from the 
Nellis coat of arms, recently painted gold again. 
still holds sway over the church, which is situ: 
ated on Highway 80, a roadway across the Uni- 
ted States, The town of Nellistown is near 
Albany, New York State. Itis the oldest church in 
New York State. 

Fred went west to his homestead again in 











1896, taking enough planed lumber for a home 
and large enough barns for the purebred Shor- 
thorn stock he had inherited. During this time, 
his fiancee Ella's sister, Mary McBride and Tho- 
mas Walker were married and had moved west 
to the town of Olds, in the North West Territo- 
ries. They later moved to Gull Lake on the west 
side, where Walker's Point was named after 
them. The Walkers wore still iving in the town of 
Olds when Fred's home was completed early 
In 1897, 

‘The parents of Fred's fiancee having both 
died, it was arranged she would come west to 
Olds and she and Fred would be married at her 
sister's home, 

‘After a short honeymoon, Fred left for his 
homestead to have the homein readiness forhis 
bride's arrival. Ella was to follow by train to La~ 
‘combe and a reliable driver would take her by 
horses and sleigh the fourteen miles to the ho- 
mestead on the west shores of Gull Lake. The 
driver, on seeing Mrs. Nelles so wrapped up in 
coats and scarves because of February's zero 
‘weather, thought she must be Fred's mother and 
was so surprised after their arrival at thehomes- 
tead, and the wraps were removed, tofindaslim 
young lady only five foot two, with blue eyes that 
sparkled at his astonishment. After Ella greeted 
Fred fondly, she started to prepare tea for those 
present and to be a gracious hostess in their 
very own first home. Later, some of the sterling 
teaspoons used on this occasion wereleftto the 
daughters, Jessie, Catherine and Helen. 

The following year their first son, Frederick 
Alexander was born May 22, 1898 and was 
called Alex. He was the first white boy born in 
this locality, known as west of Lacombe, North 
West Territories, until later called Bentley. 

Their second son, James Thorburn, arrived 
New Year's Day, 1900 and was known as Jim- 
mie. Doctor Simpson of Lacombe officiated at 
both births, 

When the barns were finished and the ho- 
mestead fenced, Alex was about four and a half 
and Jimmie three, and at this time Ella and Fred 
decided to go east to Toronto to help out at the 
old home and later bring back their share of the 
stock 

During the years before going east, while 
improving their homestead, Fred kept plenty of 
wild fowl and fresh fish on the table and as soon 
as his sons could toddle, started to teach them 
how to care for and handle a gun and how care- 
ful they should be with firearms. 
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‘Alex had just turned sixteen when, on a 
hunting trip to Nordegg, he shot his first deer, 

with a six pronged head and also a mountain 
sheep. Both of these mounted and beautiful 
heads were in our home and have since been 
placed in the National Government Lodge at 
Jasper Park, Alberta, where Alex was employed 
by the Federal Government. Part of Alex’ work 
while there included map making of the territory 
not yet surveyed. Alex named one mountain af- 
ter me, he discovered. It is called “Jess Peak 

and is near Bess Pass, 

Jimmie, while stil in his early teens, was on 
hunting trip in the Peace River country and 
shot @ moose with a fifty-four inch spread of 
horns - the largest brought out that year. 

When Ella and Fred and their two sons, Alex 
and Jimmie, returned east to Fred's old home in 
1903, the boys loved the big, old place and Fred 
never tired of telling them stories about it when 
he was growing up. He told them about the 
school room in a room of this old home, ever so 
long ago, and said that when they returned 
home to Gull Lake, plans would have to be made 
for a school for them and the other children their 
age to attend, 

During their stay in Ontario, Robert Hamil- 
ton, a twin, was born August 21, 1904, in the 
same room his father had been bornin. The twin 
girl died at birth 

When Robert was nine months old, the fam- 
ily came west again in 1905 and Fred's share of 
the Shorthorn cattle and a Clyde stallion were 
shipped to Lacombe, then taken to the homes- 
tead. 

Two years after Fred, Ella and their three 
sons returned to Gull Lake, Mrs. Norman Ross, a 
neighbor, was midwife for my mother when | 
was born. | was called Jessie Elizabeth. 

My sisters, Catherine Ellen and Helen Mary, 
were born later, two years apart and this com- 
pleted our family. 

‘When | was four years old, my parents be- 
came concerned about a High School education 
for their eldest sons. 

The little log schoolhouse Alex and Jimmie 
were attending had been built with the help of 
our father and he served on the school board 
while there. Alex and Jimmie were two of the 
first five original pupils to attend the Gull Lake 
school. 

In 1910 it was decided by my parents to sell 
the homestead and Harry Hansen's father 
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bought it. Our new home was fourteen. miles 
from Bentley. 

During the following years, Alex and Jim 
went on to high school andallof usattended the 
Nelson school in Lacombe. It was a three- 
storied brick building named after Lord Nelson 
of the British Navy. it had a bell tower and the 
bell from this tower was recently enshrined for 
the Homecoming in the late 1970's, for the pup- 
iis that had attended this school 

Our father, Fred, went into real estate with 
Trimble and Garland of Lacombe. 

Just before moving to Lacombe, Father 
started calling Robert “Buster”. The Buster 
Brown comic strip was popular then and Robert 
did resemble Buster somewhat, the same styling 
of his curling brown hair; the same shy smile and 
it seemed to suit Robert. The name “Buster 
followed Robert all through his adult years, 

‘Two years after moving, the First World War 
was declared. My father and brother, Alex, 
Joined the 66th Battalion. Brother James, age 
15, was very impressed and, not to be outdone 
by his older brother, bought a pair of blue jeans 
to cover his short, knee length, knickerbocker 
pants; gave his age as eighteen to the recruiting 
officer and joined the army. 

‘Afriend of my mother's at this time sent her 
a poem that seemed very appropriate: 

Your Son 
The Kid has gone to the colors, 
We don't know what to say. 
The Kid we have loved and cuddled 
Stepped out for the Flag to-day 
We thought him a child - a baby 
With never a care at all 
But the country called him mansize 
And the Kid had heard the call 
‘There was a second verse but | don't remember 
it, but | do remember it brought tears to my 
mother's eyes as she read it. | was six years old 
then. 

Jimmie was wounded at Vimy Ridge and 
was discharged from the army when he turned 
seventeen - a year before recruiting age and a 
year before he had enough on his face to shave 
once a week. He had often been called "Sunny 
Jim” because of his laughing blue eyes, his 
blond curly hair and his happy smile. Even with 
his empty sleeve, he never lost his smile. Jim 
returned to school and college and graduated as 
a telegrapher. When he was stationed at Rocky 
Mountain House, Alberta, as a telegrapher and 
station agent he married Bertha Write of Saska- 











toon, Sask. They had one son born in the hospi- 
tal at Rocky Mountain House. Roger was their 
only child and, unfortunately, died at the age of 
nine years in Vancouver, B.C. 

Both Fred and his son, Alex, were trans: 
ferred to the 31st battalion. Alex, because of his 
marksmanship was chosen to be a sniper. He 
had formerly been a teamster and he told me he 
called his team “Shot” and “Shel! 

He told me an exciting story that he was 
involved in during the war. Once when their 
small group of scouts and their officer were on 
duty, a shell exploded nearby and buried them 
and Alex was the first to dig himself out. After 
locating a gun - the enemy was close-he helped 
dig the others out. During this venture it ap- 
peared they would be captured and taken pri- 
soner, but, due to Alex's marksmanship, the 
enemy was held at bay until all their scouts and 
officer were out and had found guns. This 
smaller group was then able to capture the 
larger enemy group. On the way back to the 
barracks the officerin charge told Alex he would 
recommend him for an award but the officer was 
killed on the way in. | did not know, until | re- 
cently read on Alex discharge papers, that he 
had been noted for outstanding ability and brav- 
ery in the face of action, and | thought back to 
the story he had told me so long ago. 

The twenty-two rifle my father had owned 
land brought out west in the 1890's had gone 
through the ownership of my three brothers, 
Alex, Jim and Buster and then to me. |, too, 
became a fair shot with their instruction, and in 
turn, during the second World War when the 
men were all overseas again, | helped to teach 
my son, John (Jack) Arrowsmith Junior with 
this same rifle, to be, | thought, a pretty good 
marksman, 

During the training period for marksman- 
ship, after my son Jack had joined the Royal 
Canadian Navy in Vancouver, at seventeen ye~ 
ars of age, he was taken, after the first target 
practice, by the officer for marksmanship, to 
three different shooting ranges to find out if his. 
excellent ability on his first attempt would prove 
out as well and, fortunately, it did 

The name of each owner and the year in 
their possession are engraved on the metal part 
of the gun butt and the year Ross received it, 
1973, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police were 
‘one hundred years old. This is memorable for 
Ross's grandfather, Harry Nunnemaker - my se- 
cond husband, was with the Royal North West 





Mounted Police and served in the forces over- 
seas in the first World War, before the changing 
of the name. The dates and names will all bring 
memories or stories of the past and grow more 
valuable as a memento to the family and when 
they watch the Musical Ride of the Mounties 
they will remember Grandpa Harry rode in it 

Aiter college and working for the Federal 
Government as park warden at Jasper Park 
Alex married Charlotte Swift Carlson, a widow 
with one young daughter, Eunice. Charlotte was 
the eldest daughter of Jasper's first family - the 
Swifts - and a noteworthy chapters in Alberta's 
Heritage Magazine about the family and refers 
to Charlotte's mother as “Jaspers First Lady” - 
the title of the article and story. 

The daughter, Eunice, was married to 
George Comrie of Edmonton, now living in Van- 
couver, They had one daughter. 

Unfortunately, after Alex's marriage, it was 
discovered Charlotte had T.B. and died in a 
short few years. 

Alter the first World War, Fred worked for 
the Federal Government settling soldiers on 
farms and he later took one himself near Morn- 
ingside, north of Lacombe. Here the younger 
part of the family grew up and were married. 

Buster married Elizabeth (Bessie) Frazer of 
Marshall, Sask. She was a graduate of the Royal 
Alexander Hospital in Edmonton. Buster was in 
charge of the grocery department in McLeod's 
store in Lacombe. They had one son, Robert 
Bruce. 

Jessie became Mrs. John Arrowsmith and 
her husband was from Marshall, Sask. He was 
‘employed by the Federal Government and they 
had one son, John Jr. 

Catherine became Mrs. Dennis Keene of 
Jasper, Alberta and they had two sons, Ralph 
and Raymond, 

Helen married George Parkes of Edmonton, 
Their son, Gordon, was five years old when they 
were transferred to Winnipeg by the Singer 
‘Sewing Machine Co. A daughter was born there 
but died during the years of the second war at a 
young age. 

Before the second World War Alex was mar- 
ried to Eleanor Curren and they had two sons, 
Kenneth and Laurence, anda daughter, Jacque- 
line. They lived at Jasper where Alex was em- 
ployed by the Federal Government and became 
Superintendent of the Glacier Park at Revel- 
stoke, B.C. 

After the second war, Jim was married to 
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Marjorie Hull, a teacher from a town near Cal- 
gary and she and Jim became very popular in 
the town of Tees, Alberta, with the young peo- 
ple. They sponsored and drove the Tees base- 
ball team to games - keeping track of scores, etc. 
= during the time Jim was telegrapher and sta- 
tion agent there. 

Both Marjorie and Jim served in the second 
World War overseas, Marjorie was secretary toa 
general and Jim was with communications, 

Buster, at this time, served overseas in the 
forces and his wife, Bessie, was nursing in Cal- 
gary. Their son, Robert Jr., was in a private 
school. 

"Jessie Nelles Arrowsmith’s husband, John, 
also served in the armed forces overseas and 
Jessie was then employed by the Education De- 
partment of the Singer Sewing Machines Co. as 
an Executive and was covering western Canada 
in_an educational capacity. Their son John 
(Jackie) attended the Jesuit School for Boys in 
Edmonton and later was at a private schoo! in 
Calgary and also went to high school at Sylvan 
Lake. 

In 1940 Jessie bought a summer place in 
Sylvan Lake named “Trail's End" for vacation 
time for the family and a place where the seven 
young cousins could keep in touch and enjoy 
the lake. After the first delightful summer spent 
there, the young cousins enjoying it very much, 
Catherine, known as “Aunty Kay” to the young 
fry, thought she would like to continue to live 
there with her two young sons, for the schoo! 
was excellent and her husband was serving 
overseas. Nothing pleased the young cousins 
more than to be able to go to visit Aunty Kay 
and their cousins, Ralph and Raymond, 

Covering western Canada as | was, it was 
central for me also, and many a holiday, as well 
as vacation time, | spent there. My son, Jack, 
and Buster's son, Robert, often came up from 
Calgary to spend holidays and weekends with 
Catherine and her sons 

Before the second World War was over, 
Eleanor and Alex were divorced and the boys, 
Kenneth and Larry, came to stay at Sylvan Lake 
until their father returned from overseas, Baby 
Jacqueline and her mother, Eleanor, wentto the 
States to live and Eleanor remarried there. 

My son, Jack, stayed with Aunty Kay and 
attended high school at Sylvan Lake. The six 
cousins had many fun-filled days at “Trail's 
End” and the lake until the war ended. 

Fred and Ella Nelles retired from the farm 
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near Morningside - south of Ponoka - where 
Fred had served regularly on the Pleasant Hill 
school board-and had built anew home on their 
farm before leaving. They spent some time at 
Jasper Park and then settled at Sylvan Lake, 
buying Jack Sunell’s place in the centre of the 
town, The last Christmas the grandparents 
spent with the grandsons, Catherine and me, 
was in 1943 at Trail's End. The cottage is still 
located (without the name) at the corner of SOth 
avenue and 47th street 

Jessie had returned from Winnipeg, Manit- 
oba, where she was then employed by the Mut- 
ual Life Insurance Co., and had brought back a 
Silver Tray Award. Jessie and an employee in 
Ontario were the only two in Canada to have 
been awarded the trophy that year for outstand 
ing achievement in salesmanship. This tray was 
sed at the last Christmas at Trail's End before 
the second World War was over. The grandpar- 
ents and six of the seven grandsons were pres- 
ent. Gordon was with his parents, Helen and 
George Parkes, welcoming a new little sister, 
Denise Andre, born during the war years and, 
unfortunately, dying when a young gir 

The grandparents, loved and remembered 
by these seven cousins, are now buried in the 
Sylvan Lake cemetery, where a memorial stone 
was erected for them in 1980, giving an interest- 
ing part of their history in the early days of Ben- 
tley. 

Alex was married to Rose Miles, an English 
girl from London, after the second war and 
they had three children, Margaret Rose, Wil- 
liam and James. They live in Glacier Park, B.C. 
where Alex became Superintendent of the 
park, 

Inthe history of Fred and Ella, the seven first 
grandsons that played and visited and lived at 
Trail's End, each, in his own way, became an 
important member of to-day's world. Three of 
these grandsons were in the Olympics. One was 
an Olympic instructor across Canada and two 
were in the Olympic hockey team in Vancouver. 
‘One grandson became a Superior Court Judge. 
‘One became a Lieutenant Colonel and spent 
some time with the United Nations program. 
‘Another was in charge of the first Satellite Sta- 
tion in Canada, and then a row of satellite sta- 
tions up to Alaska. Another was a marketing 
consultant across Canada, one of which is the 
Walt Disney Music of Canada, Ltd. The seventh 
grandson is a Medical Sea Captain, nowin Intel- 





ligence and Security on the staff of the Solicitor 
General of Canada. 

After the war, triplets were born to Cathe- 
rine and Dennis Keen. One girl, Sharon, lived 
and during her university years in Victoria, B.C. 
she was awarded a two year scholarship. She is 
now in charge of an archeology department in 
Winnipeg. Catherine now lives in Vancouver. 

Jessie was married to Harry Nunnemaker in 
1949 and they are now living in the heart of the 
famous Red Woods in Garverville, California 
and spending much time in Canada. 

Helen Parkes, the youngest daughter of the 
Nelles family, died in January, 1981, in South 
Africa, and before her death requested she be 
cremated and her ashes scattered over the old 
homestead, where she was born. Her husband. 
George, spent his first Christmas after his arrival 
in Canada from Austend, Belgium, visiting his 
‘cousin Flora Hansen Beddoes and her husband, 
Len, at the old homestead. It was some time 
before he met Helen and later four more sons 
arrived after the first son, Gordon, was born. 
(One boy died when only a few months old 

I have returned again to Gull Lake. In the 
quiet of this beautiful part of Gull Lake, as Ilisten 
to the lap of the waves on its shore, I think again 
of Ella and Fred, Mother and Father, and the 
‘great love that helped make them "History Mak- 
fers” of the past, with memories that still seem 
to walk through the leafy avenues that sur- 
round its shores and again | hear the whisper 
of those whose love was great. 


NELSON FAMILY 
By Gordon A. Nelson 


My grandfather, Nels S. Nelson, was born in 
Heins Vig Logn, Jutland, Denmark, on April 
27th, 1864, He died in Mount Vernon, Wash. on 
March 21st, 1842. He married Maren Steiner in 
1885, in Nebraska. 

| know little of my grandfather's tamily, and 
can remember seeing him only twice when | was 
quite young, His father was a railroad official, 
according to my Uncle Fred Nelson. My great 
grandfather lost his estate in Schleswig- 
Holstein when the Germans annexed that part of 
Denmark. My grandfather and his two brothers, 
Marius and John Jacob, eventually left Denmark 
when my great grandfather had difficulty in re- 
establishing the family. | gather they settled in 
Nebraska. John Jacob had been married two 
years, when he died of typhoid fever and left a 
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John J Nelson farm 


wife and daughter. Marius was settled in Ne~ 
braska and | have no information on this branch 
Of the family. My Aunt Edith Forster said some of 
Marius’ family had helped the Steiners pick fruit 
inWashington State when they got settled there, 

My grandmother, Maren Steiner, was the 
child of Mette Christiansen and her second hus- 
band, Carl Frederick Steiner, a soldier, Mette 
was first married to Hans Hendrik Jensen. There 


Nelson family R to L 


were four children, from this marriage; John, 
Dorothea, Carrie, andSena. Sena married Hans 
Peterson and they had four children; Henry, 
Clarence, Mamie, and George. Henry settled in 
the Rainy Creek area near Bentley. Alberta, in 
1902. After the death of Mette's first husband, 
she and her four children suffered greatly from 
lack of funds and of general privation. Five 
children resulted from her second marriage to 





Martha, Fred, Edith, John, Emma, Marius, Frank, Mami, Alberta, Ken, Gerald 











‘Mr. and Mrs, John J. Nelson family, John (Archie, Gor- 
ddon, Norman, Marie, Jean). 


Carl Steiner; Maren, Chris, Fred, Thora, and 
Hans. Carl Steiner suddenly decided to leave 
Denmark and settle in the U.S.A. They left in 
1875 and eventually arrived in Nebraska. | have 
accounts of the hardships that Mette and Carl 
Steiner and their nine children endured in their 
ew home, written by Edith Forster (nee Nelson) 
and Rosemary Steiner (Chris’ daughter-in-law). 


son (arandson of NS, Nelson) 


Maren Steiner, the daughter of Mette and 
Carl, was born in Gjodinghuse, Norup Logen, 
Denmark, on March 13th, 1867, and died Oct. 
5th, 1920, near Bentley, Alberta. After her mar= 
riage to Nels Nelson they lived on a farm in 
Nebraska. Nels Nelson, | am told, was not in- 
clined to farming and was trained as a blacks- 
mith in Denmark, so they moved to Fremont, 
Nebraska, where he repaired equipment. Later 











they moved to Lindsay, Nebraska, and then to 
Pipestone, Minnesota. Grandma Nelson never 
liked living in Pipestone and longed to live on @ 
farm again. While living in Lindsay, Nebraska, 
the Nelsons were friends of John Charles Carritt 
and Mary Carritt (nee Peabody). The Carritts 
settled in the Rainy Creek area in 1901. Mrs. 
Carritt sent a written account of this area to the 
Lindsay News, that the Nelsons subscribed to in 
Pipestone. Grandpa Nelson, upon reading this, 

left the next day for Bentley, (February, 1902) 

He spent that winter cutting poplar logs for his 
new home, The Nelsons had disposed of most 
of their belongings when leaving Lindsay. 

Grandma Nelson therefore insisted on keeping 
as much of their possessions as possible, when 
leaving Pipestone. So, they loaded two railway 
cars with everything possible. | imagine this in- 
cluded dishes, clothing, tools, and household 
items, | am told they loaded three cows and two 
horses and some calves, and even a large stone 
Jar of sauer-kraut. 

Grandpa Nelson and his sons, Fred and 
John, and a nephew, Henry Stone, went ahead 
in one of the railway cars. Grandma Nelson and 
the rest of the children, and Henry Peterson, a 
nephew, followed by train. 

My understanding was that a tax was 
charged on each person entering Canada and 
that the three young boys, travelling with 
Grandpa Nelson, attempted to hide to avoid 
paying it. They were discovered, however, atthe 
border, and Fred, John and Henry got on the 
train with Grandma Nelson and the rest of the 
family at North Portal, North Dakota, and went 
‘on to Lacombe, Alberta. | am told that oneof the 
youngsters, Mamie Nelson, claimed she saw her 
father walking near the railway at Olds, so the 
family knew he had gotten that far with the fam- 
lly provisions. 

‘At Lacombe, Grandma Nelson rented a 
large democrat or wagon to travel to Rainy 
Creek. A young boy drove the horses to Bentley, 
and, |am told, was not sure how toget there. The 
family attempted to ford the Blindman River at 
the Garries place, where the banks were quite 
steep. The young driver went straight down and 
almost tipped the whole family into the river. 
‘Some of the older boys jumped off in time, and 
Art Garries, who was at the crossing, held one 
‘wheel of the democrat, while the rest of the 
family got off. Art then got on horseback and 
guided the family the rest of the way to the 
Carritt homestead, where they arrived on the 





night of September 18th, 1902. 

My Aunt Mary Nelson (nee Carritt) told me 
that she remembered the night of the Nelson's 
arrival, She and the other children peeked 
through cracks in the floor of the second storey, 
and listened to stories of the journey. Grandpa 
Nelson arrived with the railway car a little ater 
and rented a shed to store the family provisions. 
Gradually these belongings arrived at Rainy 
Creek, after several trips back and forth between 
Lacombe and Rainy Creek 

‘Alberta Nelson was born on September 
28th, 1902, ten days after the arrival of the Nel- 
son family at the Carritt homestead. 

The Nelson's first house was built from logs 
and lumber, from the trees that Grandpa Nelson 
had cut early In 1902. Where Jim Nelson now 
lives was the Nelson homestead. The construc- 
tion of the present house was started in 1913 and 
the foundation was made of rock collected from 
the shores of Sylvan Lake by Grandpa Nelson, 
and his sons, Fred and John. Mr. Morton and Mr, 
Light built the foundation and Grandpa Nelson 
built the rest of the house, which was finished in 
1914 

‘My father, John J. Nelson, was married to 
my mother, Margaret Alice Martin, in this house 
‘on June 23rd, 1914. Grandpa Nelson donated 
land for, and was instrumental in, building the 
church, (Rainy Creek Methodist) on this prop- 
erty. He also assisted in constructing the first 
school at Rainy Creek. This was the Carritt 
‘School, but classes had been held in the church 
previously. 

‘When my mother and father were married, 
Nellie Martin, my mother's sister, was the bri- 
desmaid and Marius Nelson, my father’s broth: 
fer, was best man. Dr. A.D. Miller performed 
the marriage ceremony. 

My mother, Margaret Martin, was born in 
Dunnville, Ontario, on March 27th, 1886, She 
was the daughter of George Martin, who was 
born on November 14th, 1853, near Dunnville. 
He died on November 18th, 1939, at Gibson's 
Landing, 8.C. My grandmother was Margaret 
‘Ann Mackey, who was born at Cooks Station, 
Ontario, on December 6th, 1867. She died at 
Dunnvilie on June 14th, 1894, She married 
George Martin on January 22nd, 1884. The Mar- 
tins were Scottish and the Mackeys Irish. After 
Grandma Martin's death, Grandpa Martin de- 
cided to go west, and in 1898, took his daugh- 
ters; Mary, Margaret, Ellen (Nellie), Elizabeth, 
and son George, and homesteaded near Pen- 
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hold, Alberta. A younger sister, Lucy, was left 
with her grandparents, the Mackeys, in Ontario. 
Like other homesteaders, my grandfather, 
George Martin, had difficulty getting estab- 
lished in this province. Four of his children: 
Mary, Margaret, George, and Elizabeth, became 
school teachers. My mother, Margaret Martin, 
taught in two locations in Alberta before coming 
to teach at the Carritt School, where she met my 
father, John Nelson 

My two grandfathers, Nels Nelson and 
George Martin were quite firm minded men. 
They had minds of their own and it took people 
like them to open up @ new country. My Uncle 
Fred Nelson said to me in 1971, "You can say 
what you want about those old settlers, but there 
was a warmth in their homes, and you felt wel- 
come there." | felt that warmth in these homes, 
and in their children’s and grandchildren’s 
homes many times, and was glad that my grand- 
parents homesteaded in this country. 

| never knew either of my grandmothers, 
Grandma Martin died over 30 years before | was 
born, and Grandma Nelson 5 years before my 
birth, 

ike to think that the tives these ladies lived 
have been felt by me all these years, in the love 
and dedication they passed on to their children 
' hope that my children will not forget their 
predecessors and will pass this knowledge on to 
the generations to come. A knowledge of this 
country’s pioneers and their part in changing 
this to a more hospitable land should help to 
keep Canada united and strong, 


NELSON, FRED AND MARY 


In January, 1912, Fred Nelson married Mary 
Carritt, eldest daughter of J.C. Carritt. They 
moved onto the farm, SW34-38-1-5 where 
Mary's cousin Tom Carritt and his wife, the 
former Martha Nelson, had lived. Fred's homes- 
tead, a river quarter, SW10-40-1-5 where the 
Ken Nelson family later lived for many years, 
‘had no buildings on it at that time. Five children 
were born to Fred and Mary in this first home. 
Marion in January 1913; Floyd in June, 1914; 
Ronald in January, 1916; Vernon in August, 
1917; and Howard in February, 1919, These 
children were all born at home, with doctors 
coming once from Bentley, otherwise from La- 
combe or Red Deer. In one mid-winter birth, the 
doctor and his nurse-wife who assisted left Bon- 
tley by team and sleigh one noon, drove through 








342 


a blizzard the five and one-half milesto the farm, 
stayed all night, delivered the baby, and reached 
home at mid-day the following day. The fee? 
Twenty dollars. 

In April, 1919, Henry Peterson bought that 
farm from the Carritt owners, and the Peterson 








Wedding picture of Fred and Mary Nelson - 1912 


family moved there. The Fred Nelson family 
bought the farm of Mary's Uncle Judd Carritt, 
NW28-40-1-5, a mile farther west, giving their 
homestead quarter as down payment, Upto that 
time, Fred had farmed all that was broken on five 
quarter sections - 20 acres on the farm where he 
lived, 30 acres on his homestead, 25 acres on 
Joe Carritt’s land and 30 acres on Judd Carritt’s 
two quarters - a total of 105 acres, All this was 
cleared by hand. Mary Nelson told the story of 
how the timbered land was cleared of the large 
trees: The tree was cut down and a charge of 
dynamite, planted in the stump, was set off. Fol- 
lowing the blast, a heavy log chain was wrapped 
around the remains. A team of horses was 
hitched to the chain and, with a man as driver 
and one standing by, axe in hand to chop off 
stubborn tap roots, they would get most of it out. 
Six trees per day was a day's work for two men 
and a team. All that timber had to be piled, usu- 
ally left over winter and burned the following 
spring. Then came the breaking, a single furrow 











breaking plow drawn by horses or oxen. Usually 
this was operated by two men walking behind ~ 
one to drive the team, and one to hold the plow: 
handles and keep the blade in the ground 
Another man often followed with an axe to cut 
the heavy, stubborn roots, which again had to be 
piled and burned 

‘After the Fred Nelsons moved to their new 
home, four more children were added to the 
family. Twins, Robert and Royal, were born in 
September, 1921, also at home, Betty came to 
make her home with them in November, 1929, 
Garth arrived, in Bentley hospital, April, 1932. 

The Carritt Schoo! was only a quarter of a 
mile away, down the hill, and all the children 
attended there for the elementary grades. As the 
Durham School taught Grade IX, and for one 
year Grade X, some of the children took some 
schooling there. For further grades they went to 
Bentley or to Red Deer, staying in town during 
the week but coming home most weekends. 
They did well in school. Floyd, who took Grades 
I.-X1in one-room schools, went to Red Deer for 
Grade XI and received the gold medal for high- 
est standing in his class, 

‘There wasn't much money around during 
those growing-up years but there were enough 
children to play almost any game, Fred had been 
fa sports fan from earliest days, especially of 
baseball. He had been Captain and second 
baseman of the Rainy Creek team in earlier 
days, and still played with his sons and neigh- 
boring children who came to the Nelsons be- 
cause “there's always enough there for agame. 
In later years he was umpire when Rainy Creek 
played other teams and was referee at hockey 
games. He was secretary of the Carritt School 
for many years. 

‘One year the children saved the money they 
received in prizes at the schoo! fair and made the 
down payment on a second-hand pump organ: 
their Dad paid the rest. Marion took music les: 
sons and from then on there was always music 
and singing, Many Sunday evenings were spent 
with friends around that organ. A wind-up pho- 
nograph and a good selection of records were 
also much enjoyed, 

In the 1930's, work was hard to find. Marion 
helped at home, the boys worked for farmers in 
that area, and some of them worked for some 
time in the Ridgewood area, The family cut and 
sawed a year's supply of stove wood each winter 
and put upice. They had an ice-house and, later, 
an ice-well where food was stored to keep coal 


Fred sawed wood and ground grain for many 
neighboring farmers. He had the first electricity 
in the district; a Delco plant for lights in house 
and outbuildings, and purchased in the mid 
1920's, 

Mary Nelson, as a young girl, was a charter 
member in 1906 of the Ladies Aid and was an 
active member from that time. She acted in each 
office at some time, but was secretary for many 
years. She was also an active member of the 
Golden Star Club, formed later, and of the 
U.F.W.A. She assisted in many entertainments 
and social events. She found time for handiwork. 
land took prizes for her quilts. She loved flowers 
and had many planted in the house yard. 

In 1953, Fred and Mary took their first “real” 
holiday. They wentby train to Oshawa, Ontario, 
picked up a new half-ton truck, then drove to 
lowa where they visited relatives and on to Pi- 
pestone, Minnesota. The spent their 41st wed- 
ding anniversary there near Fred's former home. 

in January, 1962, Fred and Mary celebrated 
their S0th wedding anniversary. It was a joint 
affair as son-in-law and daughter, Louis and 
Marion Cabelka, observed their 25th anniver- 
sary at the same time, the two anniversary dates 
being only ten days apart. Over two hundred 
people signed the guests books. Ten years later, 
another gala celebration for Fred and Mary's 
{60th anniversary. One month later Fred suffered 
a stroke and died the following day. Mary lived 
on at the farm, spending part of the cold wnter 
with daughter Marion, until mid-summer, 1973. 
She then moved to an apartment at Centennial 
Courts, Red Deer, then to a Lodge and finally to 

















Fred and Mary Nelsan in front of home - 1912 





Family of Fred ond Mary Nelson - 1935 
Standing L to R - Howard, Marion, Robert, Vernon, 
Royal, Ronald, Floyd 

In front - Betly and Garth and “Rex” 





a Nursing Home, The last three years were spent 
in Auxiliary Hospital. She died in December, 
1980. 

Fred and Mary left, besides their nine child- 
ren, forty-one grandchildren and forty-eight 
great-grandchildren, 


NELSON, FRANK AND DORIS & FAMILY 
By their daughters, Lois, Beryl, Marina and 
Donna 


Frank Leonard Nelson, the fourth son, sev- 
enth child of Nels S. and Maren Nelson, was 
born in Pipestone, Minnesota, March 20, 1898. 
He came to the Rainy Creek district with his 
family September, 1902. They settled on the 
homestead, where he lived the rest of his life, 
the N.E,):-82-39-1-W5, His schooling was at 
Carritt Schoo! but continued all his life with 
his keen interest in reading. All his life he 
recited poetry and sang songs that he remem- 
bered from his childhood 


‘One of Dad's favorite stories, he often told 
us, was of his mother walking down the street of 
Pipestone and having ladies stop to say "What a 
beautiful baby.” Years later Aunt Emma corrob- 
orated the story, 

Dad was accidentally shot when he was 
seven years old, and lay unconcious for several 
days, The bullet entered his head at the hairline 
and years later an x-ray showed the bullet at the 
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base of his skull 

(On January 6, 1926 Frank married Doris 
Donna Wyatt, daughter of Ernest and Helen 
Wyatt, ina double wedding ceremony with Berta 
Nelson and Gordon Wyatt. They had six child- 
ren - Lois, Beryl, Glen, Marina, Donna and Jim. 

In 1927 a tornado struck near the farm, it 
demolished Grandpa Nelson's blacksmith shop, 
the scattered tools were found for years after. 

‘Out of necessity, in the early days the 
Nelsons always went out big game hunting ~ 
later Dad went for pure love of the out of 
doors - west country especially. The hunting 
expeditions were very well planned - necessi- 
tating numerous trips up the stairs and across 
the yard. His hunting trips spanned over fifty 
years and involved friends, neighbors, broth- 
ers, nephews, sons, son-in-laws and grand- 

Long trips were of no interest to Dad - his 
recreation was picnics, fishing and camping 
Each fall we went “out west” picking blueber- 
ries. His dislike of picking little berries always 
led him to the “big"berries. 

He instilled in the family this love of nature ~ 
he worked hard and played hard. 

He was active with Carritt School Board, 
Rainy Creek United Church, Bentley Hospital 
Board, one of a group who started Blackfalds 


Carrit, John, Nel. Mile row-Em 








Rural Electrification Association, a long time 
member of Alberta Wheat Pool, U.F.A. and 
among the founders of the Lacombe Artificial 
Insemination. 

He passed away March 13, 1972 at the age 
of 73. 

Sharing the years with her husband, Mom's 
first interest was her family, her neighbors and 
the church, 

‘She was a life long member of the United 
Church Women, member and elder of Rainy 
Greek and Bentley United Churches. Quietly 
she kept things running smoothy, be it making 
coffee, or any of the tasks that had to be done, 

Anyone visiting the farm rarely left without 
at least a dozen eggs. Her chickens kept her 
busy outdoors, and provided an excuse for 
many visits from neighbors. They always had a 
large garden which they shared with anyone. 

The round table in the sunny dining room 
saw many cups of coffee and dinners shared 
with family and friends. 

After her children were grown she had time 
to enjoy her handicrafts. She joined the Bentley 
Drop In Centre and renewed old acquaint- 

Mom passed away after a short illness on 
June 1, 1977. 


Lois Eaton 

Lois Pearl was born October 14, 1926, at 
the Bentley Municipal Hospital. She attended 
Carritt School, took her high school in Red 
Deer staying at the dormitory on Gaetz 
Avenue. 

She graduated from the Calgary General 
Hospital School of Nursing in the spring of 1949, 
and on December 9, 1949, she was married to 
William Eaton of the Calmar, Alberta, area, 

They have two sons and two daughters - 
Douglas (December 4, 1950), Richard (July 20, 
1953), Barbara (December 29, 1956), and Lor- 
raine (August 31, 1964) 

The Eatons make their home in Red Deer 
where Bill has been in the automotive business 
for many years. Lois has been working for the 
past five years with the Home Care Program at 
the Red Deer Health Unit 

Beryl Abbott 

Bery! was born at home Novernber 29, 1929, 
Dr. Henry was the attending physician and 
Mamie Nelson, the nurse. 

‘She took her schooling at Carritt School, 
then high school in Red Deer. 

‘She worked for Alberta Government Tele- 
phones for three years. Then she married Wal- 
ter Abbott of Red Deer 

They have five children - Brent (November 
20, 1951), Janice (October 1, 1953), Cam (March 


Mr. & Mrs, Frank Nelson and family. Back row Lt 
Frank, Bervl 
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20, 1959), Carol (April 8, 1962), and Joan 
(June 23, 1964). 

‘The Abbotts live in Red Deer where Walter 

has his own electrical business. 
Marina Becker 

Marina May, third daughter, was born Feb- 
ruary 26, 1935, at the Bentley Municipal Hospi- 
tal. She went to Carritt School, with one year 
fof high school in Red Deer and the rest in 
Bentley. 

‘She worked three years for Glen Wright at 
the Blindman Valley Co-op in Bentley. Then in 
Red Deer for Dr, A. White, dentist, for three 
years and Dr. Oatway, dentist, for one year. 

In 1960 she married Gordon Becker from 
(Olds and they live in Red Deer. Wendy was born. 
November 3, 1961, and is working as a dental 
assistant in Red Deer. Tom, born April 8, 1964, 
is a student 





Donna Richards 

Donna Ruth, fourth daughter of Frank and 
Doris Nelson was born December 8, 1936 

‘Grades one to eight were enjoyed at Carritt 
School = all the educational advantages of a 
country school, skating three times a day in 
winter, the Christmas concerts and school pic- 
nics at the end of Junel! Grades nine to twelve 
were taken in Bentley. 

After graduation | worked for three years in 
Red Deer for Dr. Husband, a dentist 
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Frank Nelson after 5O vears of big game hunting 


In 1958, | married Bill Richards of the Horn 
Hill district south of Red Deer. We have a dairy 
and grain farm, our dairy herd being Ayrshire 
cattle started by the Richards in 1909. 

Bill and | have four sons - Matthew, born 
September 26, 1959, since graduation from high 
school has farmed with us. Grant born April 5, 
1963, attending school. Timothy born January 
6, 1966, Grandma and Grandpa Nelson's fortieth 
anniversary present, and Colin born May 3, 
1976. 


NELSON, GERALD AND FAMILY 
Gerald Steiner Nelson was born at Rainy 
Creek, in a log house, October 5, 1907 and was 
the youngest child of Nels and Maren Neison. 
He grew up, attended school and worked in the 
area until 1925 when he moved with his father to 
the State of Washington, where he apprenticed 
for a mechanic, working in the Everett and 
Mount Vernon areas, He has been active in the 
community, loves fishing and camping and was 
an active member of the local fire department. 
Gerald married Frances Saran Wilton of 
Conway, Washington, in June of 1935 and they 
have two children, Richard Edward, born June 
23, 1936, and Patricia Maren, born July 22, 1946. 
In 1947, Gerald and a partner opened island 
Motors in Oak Harbor, Washington. 
In June of 1959, he and his wife and daughter 





drove to Alaska and he worked in Anchorage 
until December and then moved back to Oak 
Harbor and opened Nelson’s Auto Electric, 
which he operated until his retirement in 1973, 
The family continued to live in Oak Harbor un: 
til 1979 and then Gerald and Frances moved to 
Park Village, a mobile home court in Mount 
Vernon. 

Their son, Dick, attended Washington State 
University and joined the regular army. He has 
had extensive overseas postings in Germany, 
Korea and Vietnam, where he was badly 
wounded. Dick is now a Colonel, with 
N.AT.O., stationed in Turkey and has one 
daughter Maren. 

Gerald and Frances’ daughter, Pat, after 
completing high school, married Wayne Lalley 
and has one son, Sean, Pat went back to school 
land obtained a degree in Special Education and 
is now working in Public Relations with T.T.T. 
Corporation 


NELSON, GLEN AND PEARL 


Glen is the third child and eldest son of 
Frank and Doris Nelson. He was born April 20, 
1931, in Bentley and has lived in the Rainy Creek 
district all his life 

Carritt school, situated one mile south of his 
Parent's home, played an important part in 
Glen's early life. It, along with the church, was 
the centre of community life. The school in- 
itlated hockey and ball games, skating parties, 
concerts and picnics. When Glen was in grade 
seven he was responsible for starting the school 
furnace fire every morning and earned three 
dollars a month for this task 

Glen's keen interest in hockey started at an 
early age. Every noon hour and recess were 
spent either playing the game or clearing and 
flooding the ice in preparation. He played with 
the Rainy Creek team until he attended high 
school in Red Deer, where he played Juvenile 
hockey. After two seasons with the Bellevue 
Lions of the Western Canada Junior League, he 
played Senior hockey with the Red Deer Mo- 
archs and later with Bentley. He enjoyed 
‘coaching for many years and now plays adiffer- 
ent brand of hockey with the Bentley Old- 
Timers. 

After completing grade nine at the Carritt 
school, Glen went to Red Deer for his high 
school education. The Lindsay Thurber Com- 
posite High School was completed in 1947, 














Glen a cand family 


when he was in grade eleven. He stayed in the 
dormitory, as did most country students at that 
time. Lack of a school bus system made it diffi- 
cult for them to attend schoo! locally. Students 
came from all over the province, partly because 
it was a composite school and had a semester 
system, but also due to the inexpensive room 
and board, which was twenty dollars a month, 

On June 19, 1954, Glen married Pearl 
‘Swainson, He built their house that year on N.E. 
5-40-1-5, and continued to farm with his father 
and later, with his brother, Jim, 

Pearl is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Swain 
‘Swainson of the Burnt Lake district. She trained 
{a a laboratory technologist at the Royal Alex- 
andra Hospital in Edmonton and later worked at 
the Red Deer Municipal Hospital, where she was 
the only R.T. It was a relatively new field in the 
fifties. Since 1961, she has worked part time at 
Parsons Clinic in Red Deer. 

Glen and Pearl have four children. Bradley 
Glen, born July 31, 1988, is farming with his dad, 
They have a grain and hay operation. Brad has 
his pilot's licence and enjoys owning a plane, in 
partnership with his dad and brother-in-law 
Phil. Jane Luanne, born October 15, 1956, is 
married to Phil Moore, son of Max and Agnes 
Moore, formerly of Bentley. Phil and Jane farm 
in the Sunset district, west of Bentley. Jane has 
taught at the Bentley Jr--Sr. High School. On 
August 6, 1981, their son, Ross Philip, was born, 
Holly Joan, born June 12, 1960, has attended the 
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University of Alberta for two years and is now in 
the faculty of Social Welfare at the University 
of Calgary. Beverley Gail, born November 13, 
1962, is enrolled in the faculty of Education at 
the Red Deer College, majoring in Physical 
Education, 

Glen and Pear! have always taken an active 
part in church and community organizations. At 
present, Glen is an elder and Pearl a board 
member of the Bentley United Church. Glen 
served as secretary-treasurer of the Recreation 
Board at the time the Bentley Arena was being 
built. He helped to form the Gull Lake Gas Co- 
op., which brought natural gas to the rural areas 
around Bentley in 1968, and acted as secretary- 
treasurer for six years. He is a delegate to the 
Alberta Wheat Pool and a member of the La~ 
combe Hospital Board, 





NELSON, JIM 
By Jim Nelson 

Jim Nelson was born May Srd, 1945, the last, 
of the children born to Frank and Doris Nelson. 

He took all his schooling at Bentley. 

Jim took up farming with his dad, and his 
brother, Glen, in 1985. 

Alter his father’s passing, he took over the 
home farm, on the N.E. 32-39-1-W.5th., that had 
been homesteaded by his grandfather in 1901, 

Working and farming this black, produc- 
tive soil is a real enjoyment. 

In 1971 hemarried Patricia Mofford, Pat was 
born at Rocky Mountain House and took her 
schooling there. In 1969 her folks moved to Ben- 
tley. Pat worked in Red Deer for two years, be- 
fore making her home in the Rainy Creek 
district, They have two children; David, born 
‘Aug. 11th, 1972; and Kurt, born May 2nd, 1977. 

Their hobbies are camping, trailering, cu- 
ring, and big game hunting; also taking part in 
community efforts. 

Jim has been on the Elks Rodeo Committee 
from its beginning. 


NELSON, KENNETH NELS 
By Ernest Wyatt, 


Kenneth Nels Nelson was born April 3, 
1905, the eleventh child of Nels and Maren Nel- 
son. His early years were spent in attending the 
Carritt School in Rainy Creek district. Kenneth 
left the farm with his father after the death of his. 
mother on October 5, 1920. Nels Nelson took 
Kenneth and Gerald to Mount Vernon, Washing- 
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ton to live in 1923. However, the American way 
was not to be his for in the winter of 1924 he 
returned to the farm and then enrolled in the 
Moler School of Barbering. After his training he 
returned home to the farm to work in Sylvan 
Lake at the Co-op store. The next few years were 
spent helping with the farming on the family 
farm 

In 1923 Kenneth struck out on his own. He 
lived on the Bill Peterson piace (now Garry 
Peterson's home quarter). Kenneth had sur- 
veyed the countryside carefully for a compa- 
ion and on January 18, 1933 he married May 
Marie Norby of the Burnt Lake district with Es- 
ther, May's sister, and Floyd Nelson standing 
up for them. The day was cold and the wind 
had blown all of the roads full of drifts, but all 
of the families of both parties were there, with- 
‘most coming in sleighs drawn by horses. The 
Nelson and Wyatts from Rainy Creek crossed 
Sylvan Lake in the sleigh, footwarmers at their 
feet, robes over their laps but enthusiastic 
about their brother and his bride 

Kenneth took his bride to the Peterson farm. 
In the spring the Forster house which had been 
moved from Sylvan Lake's north shore to sit 
‘across the road from the original Carritt homes- 
tead was uprooted again and taken to the quar- 
ter by the river (SW10-40-1 W-5). This quarter 
was owned by Frank Nelson, 

‘Abarn was builtin the old tradition of barn- 








Mr. & Mrs. Ken Nelson and families. Cyril and fori top 
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building - a bee, The adze was used to flatten the 
sills and relatives hauled the superstructure into 
place and nailed it together. After the blitz was 
‘over everyone enjoyed a pot luck lunch and 
supper—tired, but the work was done 

Kenneth built stone steps to the riverso that 
he could haul water more easily to the stock and 
a roadway was built down the hill below the barn 
to take the horses and cows across the river to 
the lower flat. The river played an important part 
in farm life forit provided waterfor the stock and 
also a lerge swimming pool for everyone to 
bathe in. 

In 1948 Ken rented two quarters (NE3-40-1 
WS and SW2-40-1 WS) from Katie Farrell. He 
continued to farm these two quarters until he 
retired in 1974 

The first years on his farm were difficult for 
they had an abundance of water flowing 
through the farm, the Blindman River, but they 
had no well for drinking water. Ken went to 
Frank Nelsons or Gordon Wyatts twice a week 
for water for some years. When the children 
started schoo! a well was drilled. 

Every year Ken and May entertained the 
Nelson family descendants and friends to a 
huge bon fire in the pasture just south of the 
house. Everybody built a huge pyramid of dry 
wood from the surrounding bushes. Hot dogs 
and marshmallows were served to everyone af- 
ter a round of ball or horseshoes, Through the 
years this became a tradition and there were 
always 50 or 60 people present, enjoying the 
hospitality and friendship of friends. 

Lyle was born January 15, 1940 and Cyril, 
November 12, 1942. Both boys were born in the 
Bentley Hospital 

The boys attended Bentley Schoo! which 
was four miles away. They were both interested 
in playing hockey, so many evenings were 
spent taking them to games. Around the farm 
there was never a lack of exciting toys to play 
with, Both boys were talented when working 
with wood or metal, They made an abundance 
of tractors, trucks and buildings, threshing 
machines and the lower end of the garden al- 
ways saw everyone playing in the dirt having a 
good time building roads, dams, hauling grain, 
ete. 

Lyle married Glenda Evans of Red Deer - 
November 20, 1965 and is presently a Survey 
Engineer for Calgary Power in Calgary. They 
have two children Kimberley Ann, born May 5, 
41969 and Jeffrey Mark, December 1, 1970. 


Cyril married Joyce Jensen of the Ho- 
maglen District on November 28, 1965. Cyril is 
presently an Analyst at the Rimbey Gas Plant. 
Cy and Joyce have two children, Krisdeann 
Kim born October 7, 1967, and Nicole Dyan 
born April 1, 1970. 

Everyone that passed by Ken and May's 
home was made abundantly welcome. 

In 1974 Ken and May moved to the Westview 
Seniors Apartments in Bentley 

‘Addenda to Kenneth Nelson History 

Tribute to Aunt May and Uncle Ken. 

| feel the vital statistics alone would not 
fittingly express this couple's contribution to 
their fellow man. 

During the years the most pleasant memo- 
ries of events are associated with times spent at 
Uncle Ken and Aunt May's. 

Warm buns and exquisite cakes were 
coaxed from her coal and wood stove and the 
enthusiasm and genuine caring that you were 
met with upon entering their humble home al- 


‘Mamie Nelson's Sunday Scho 
Peterson. Second row L to R - Herold Peterson, Lawrer 
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ways made you wish for a return visit. 

‘Aunt May loved the birds that built nests 
near her home; she would call to them with a 
“cheer-up" to let them know that she knew 
where they were. Flowers were also dear to her 
and her kindness and loving concern were a 
“shower of sweetness” to all 

To be part of Uncle Ken and Aunt May's 
family was much like a memorable pitch game, 
full of bidding, tricks, and the bubbling laugh- 
ter of a winning hand, 

God Bless them both! 

Written by Ernest Wyatt 


NELSON, MAMIE SELLE 
By Elva (Yeates) Ferrier 


Mamie was born, the fourth daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Nels S. Nelson, on September, 
the fourth, 1900, in Pipestone, Minnesota. She 
came with the family to Alberta when she was 
two years of age and grew to womanhood in 
the Rainy Creek district, south of Bentley. 





1s circa 1917. Back row L toR- Ken Nelson, Ava Burger, Mamie Nelson, Bill 


1e Stephenson, Goldie Peterson, Emily Stone, Gerald 


Nelson, Doris Nelson. Front row L to R » Sid Thompson, Joe Burger, Frank Thompson, Morris Stone. 
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She took a commercial course at Mount 
Royal College, Calgary and upon graduating 
was employed at the college for some time. 
Later, coming to Lacombe, she was employed 
by the firm of John McKenty for several years. 
She gave up that work and went in training for a 
nurse at Lamont Public Hospital, graduating as 
gold medalist of her class in 1929. She was ma- 
tron of the George McDougal Hospital at Smoky 
Lake for four years from July, 1980, to Novem: 
ber, 1935. She, with the assistance of Elva 
Yeates, classmate, operated the hospital at 
Sylvan Lake for 1% years before her death on 
June 8, 1937. The hospital was started in Fe- 
bruary, 1936, in Mr, McCrimmon’s house, tak~ 
ing over from a Mrs. Stackhouse. Later the next 
May we moved into a larger home of Mrs. 
Falkner and had our opening on May 12, 1936, 
the first hospital day ever in Sylvan. Lake, 
which was really quite an event. Mamie’s fam- 
lly helped us serve tea to all the guests 

Mamie was without a doubt my very best 
friend, 

Written by Elva (Yeates) Ferrier 
Hayter, Alta. 


NELSON, MARIUS 


Marius Nelson married Ava Burger, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. S, M. Burger, at the home of 
her parents at Rainy Creek (where Clarence 
Woods now lives) on January 21, 1918, After a 
short residence in Rainy Creek, they moved to 
Empire, California, where Ava's parents had, in 
the meantime, moved. Marius worked as a car- 
penter. In the spring of 1919 both families 
moved to Macdoil in Butte Valley where the men 
worked in the timber. During that summer the 
Burgers returned to Alberta, and in August Ma- 
rus and Ava returned to Empire where he was 
again a carpenter. Their eldest daughter, Al- 
meda, was born there in a Modesta hospital 

In March, 1920, they returned to Alberta and 
the Rainy Creek district. During the next few 
years they lived on several different farms; the 
former Mel Carruthers farm, then where Floyd 
Nelson now lives, then on the farm where the 
Murray Bigam family later lived for many years. 
In 1929 they moved to the Carl Hilstad (now 
Brink) farm, spentsome timeon the former John 
Nelson (now Duncan) farm, and then again to 
the Hilstad farm. During this time seven more 
children were born to them - Samuel Marius, 
born December, 1921, passed away November, 











1932, following an operation; Violet Mamie, 
April, 1923; Vincent Emerald, January, 1926. 
Vincent gave his life for his country in a plane 
crash over Belgium in November, 1944, He is 
buried in Germany. Kathleen Belle was born 
January, 1980; Andrew Wayne, June 1932; Wal- 
ter Warren, December, 1936; and Nels Sydney 
in November 1938. 

In March, 1941, the Nelsons sold out and 
moved to Syivan Lake where Marius worked for 
Sig Bjornson in a welding shop. Later that year 
they moved to Red Deer. There Marius worked 
at Frank Thompson's auto wrecking for two and 
one-half years: at Lion Oil for four years: at 
McLevin’s blacksmith shop for three and one- 
half years, and then in carpentry at Penhold 
airport. 

In 1954 the family moved to Edmonton and 
a year later to an acreage at Clyde, Alberta. 
There he worked as a caretaker, adrayman, and 
later, at carpentry unti ill health brought retire 
ment. They then bought a mobile home and 
moved into the town of Clyde where they still 
reside. 

Of their children: 

Almeda married Lester Johnson in 1940. 
‘They had two sons and one daughter. Almeda 
passed away in June, 1960. 

Violet married Joe Niblock in 1941 and they 
had two sons and one daughter. Joe and Violet 
live at Innisfail 

Kathleen married Alan Cameron in 19% 
lives at Edmonton, and had one son and two 
daughters. 

‘Andrew married Agnes Currie in 1956, had 
fone daughter and three sons and lives near 
Westlock. 

Walter is single and lives with his parents, 

Nels married Annette Busutill in 1958, lives, 
at Grimshaw, and had two daughters. 

The Nelsons celebrated their fitieth anni- 
versary in 1968 at their daughter Kathleen's 
home at Edmonton with family and many friends 
and relatives attending. Ten years later they 
again had an enjoyable day as they celebrated 
their sixtieth anniversary 








NELSON, NELS AND MARE? 

Nels and Maren Nelson, both natives of 
Denmark, were married in Nebraska in 1885, 
and later lived some time at Pipestone, Minne- 
sota. In early 1902, after reading a letter from 
Mrs.Carritt (a former Nebraska neighbor) telling 


of life in Alberta, Mr, Nelson came that spring to 
look the country over. He liked what he saw, 
filed on a homestead, and cut logs for a house 
before returning home. In September of that 
year he moved there with his family, settling in 
the Rainy Creek District south-west of Bentley 
on NE. 32-39-1-5 where Jim Nelson presently 
lives. 

Mr. Nelson came in an immigrant car with 
their belongings, his sons Fred, 14, and John, 
10, and his nephew Henry Stone travelling with 
him. His wife, their other six children - Martha, 
Edith, Marius, Emma, Frank, and Mamie, along 
with another nephew, Henry Peterson, were to 
follow by passenger car. When the immigrant 
car reached the international border at Portal, 
an inspector told Mr. Nelson that only one per- 
son could ride in each such car so Henry and the 
two boys were left behind, practically penniless, 
to await the passenger car and the rest of the 
family. It came two days later, and among them 
all they “scratched up" enough money to get 
tickets to Lacombe, arriving there September 
42, 1902. 

‘They hired a rig to drive them to the Carritt 
home. There the Nelsons and the two Henrys 
stayed for the next six weeks, Sixteen days after 
their arrival, Mrs. Nelson gave birth to her ninth 
child, Alberta, with only Mrs. Carrit, totally in- 





‘Mr. & Mrs, Nels S. Nelson - 1885 
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experienced, attending her. Alarge garden, wild, 
game, fish, and daily bread-baking fed these two 
families as well as four bachelors for whom they 
also did baking; 20 in all. The Nelson family 
moved later that fall to the newly built log home 
on their own land. Another son, Kenneth, was 
born in April, 1905, and son Gerald in October, 
1907. A son, Joseph, born in 1911 lived only @ 
short time. 

Having been trained as a professional 
blacksmith, and doing this work while living in 
the United States, Mr. Nelson did not adapt well 
to the task of clearing and breaking land, nor to 
farm work, and found he could earn more to- 
ward the upkeep of his family by working at 
home. He served a term as mayor of Blackfalds 
while operating blacksmith shop there. He was 
also a land guide for quite some time, showing 
land to prospective settlers, 

Near tragedy occurred in the summer of 
1907 when he brought one of these families to 
his home. A young son of this family had a re- 
eating rifle with which he had been shooting 
sparrows. Thinking the gun empty, he care~ 
lessly pulled the trigger; the gun fired, the bullet 
striking Frank, then nine years old, in the fore- 
head. A doctor came, but decided no surgery 
could be performed. He was cared for at home 
and was in a complete coma for several days. 
His improvement from then was slow but steady, 
His speech was somewhat impaired for some 
time, but he was able to return to school the 
following January. Many years later an X-Ray 
revealed the bullet lodged in his skull, butin the 
lower left-hand side, Surely a miracle that he 
survived a bullet passing through his head! 

Mr. Nelson operated a saw mill on his farm 
one winter. The next year, 1912 he built a new 
frame house into which they moved just before 
New Year, 1913, 

Mr, Nelson and his neighbor, J.C. Carrit, 
‘owned one of the first threshing machinesin the 
istrict, and threshed for farmers along the 
Blindman Valley, for many years, Nels Nelson 
{gave the plot of land on which the Rainy Creek 
church was built, and helped with the building of 
it, He was on the school board for some time, 

Emma Nelson played the organ, and most 
of the family enjoyed singing so there was 
much music at their home. Many of the district, 
young people gathered there for an evening of 
music and games. 

Of their family 

Martha married Tom Carritt, December, 



































Back row 
Carritt, John Nelson 
Centre row 

Front row 
The family lived in this house from Oc 


1903 
Fred married Mary Carritt, January, 1912 
Edith married Ed Forster, October, 1909 
John married Margaret Martin, June, 1914 
Marius married Ava Burger, January, 1918 
Emma married Douglas Wyatt, March, 1925 
Frank married Doris Wyatt, January 6, 1926 
Alberta married Gordon Wyatt, January 6, 

1926 
Kenneth married May Norby, January, 1833 
Gerald married Frances Wilton, June, 19. 
By 1919 Mrs, Nelson's health was gradually 

failing. She died at their home in October, 1920. 
In 1928 Mr. Nelson married Mrs. Julia 

shobe, a widow with two children, Bernard and 

Pauline, from the Lacombe district. They moved 

to Mount Vernon, Washington, to make their 

home, He died there in 1942. 

Gerald Nelson joined his father in Mount 
Vernon and he and his wife still reside there 
They had two children, Richard and Patricia 
Maren, 

Frank Nelson took over the operation and 
purchase of the home farm, and his son Jim and 








Mr, & Mrs, Nels S, Nelson ready for Dominion Day Celebration in Bentley 
Lt R-Mrs, Nelson, holding Kenneth, Martha (Mrs. Tor Carrt) holding Banc 





July 1906. 


1, Fred Nelson, Tom 





L to R - Emma Nelson (Watt), Edith Nelson (Forster), Mr. Nelson 
Lito R- Marius, Frank, Alberta (Watt) 
ober 1902 to Jan 






family now reside there 

‘Mamie Belle Nelson took a secretarial 
course at Mount Royal College in Calgary, and 
remained there for some timeas secretary to the 
principal. Dr. Kirby. Later, she trained asa nurse 
at the United Church Hospital in Lamont, Al- 
berta, graduating in 1929. She was matron of the 
‘Smoky Lake hospital for sometime, and she and 
a friend operated a small hospital at Sylvan Lake 
in the mid 1930's. During this time she built a 
cottage on the north shore of Sylvan Lake near 
the west end of the present Pentecostal Camp. It 
was a gathering place for all her many relatives, 
and many happy times were spent there by fam- 
ily and friends. She passed away in June, 1937. 


NICHOLSON FAMILY 

‘Sam Nicholson arrived at Lacombe early 
in 1900, with his father-in-law, Nelson Crooker, 
and other male members of the family. Later that 
same summer the wives and families followed 
them from Ontario. Sam’s wife, Millie, and their 
four children, Worlend, not yet schoo! age, the 
two little girls, Nita and Faye, and baby Hal 
joined Sam on the homestead (SE 30-40-27 W4), 





The arrival of an ordained minister in the com- 
munity did not go unnoticed. (Sam had been a 
Methodist preacher in Ontario). Records show 
that the Rev. S. Nicholson officiated at the mar- 
riage of Charles Archibald Putland and Win- 
nifred Luke Boyer at Bentley on May 22, 1905, 
The witnesses were John B. Taylor and Herbert 
Thorp. 

Little more was heard of the Nicholson fam- 
ily in the Bentley area until about 1915, when 
‘Sam and Millie moved into the log house on the 
lake shore on NE 14-41-1 WS, locally known as 

‘the Jones Place”. Worlend and Nita were now 
grown up, both away from home, teaching 
school, and did not make the move with their 
parents. Faye and Hal, both attending school in 
Lacombe, finished the year out, ‘batching’ in 
Lacombe, sharing accomodation with Jean and 
‘Campbell Miller (In later years many tales were 
told about the adventure of skating home across 
the lake, on weekends.) 

In the spring of 1916 Hal left schoo! to join 
his father on the farm. Faye continued on to 
higher education. Sam, Millie, and Hal moved to 
‘SW 14-41-1-W5 (the Reid place). As well, they 
acquired SE 15-41-1-W5 (a CPR, quarter), 
across the road from the home place. Hal ho- 
mesteaded NE 11-41-1-W5, Sam and Hal went 
into a mixed farming operation with the empha- 
sis on cream production, 

Early in 1919, after High school, Normal 
School, and a year or two of teaching school, 
Fayecamehome tomarry J.R. Hutton’sson, Ray, 
with her father and the Flev. Mr. Fawcett sharing 
the officiating honors. (The Hutton Family His- 
tory appears elsewhere in this book.) 

Still later in 1919 Worlend came home from 
‘overseas’, and on the 13th of October, married 
his sweetheart, Marie Beckum. They set up 
housekeeping on the farm up on the hill, just 
south of the homeplace. Worlend homesteaded 
NE 35-41-1-WS under special provisions made 
for ex-servicemen. Then he returned to his origi- 
nal profession - school teaching - at Oxford 
School in the village of Bentley. From there Wor- 
lend and Marie moved to more lucrative teach- 
ing fields, though he retained the title to his farm 
for many years. 

Schoo! teaching figured largely in the lives 
of the Nicholson sons and daughters. The older 
three all became teachers; Hal married Anna 
Watson, the Edmonton girl who taught at 
Chapel School in the winter of 1924. The ram- 
bling old railroad brown house on the home 





353 


place was divided to make an early version of a 
duplex. Here Hal brought his bride in August, 
1926, Their two daughters were born in the 
Bentley hospital - the one on main street, just 
up the hill from the United Church; Enid in 
1927, and Dorothy in 1930, 

{As time went on, the farming operation ex- 
panded. Hal and Anna bought pedigreed Jersey 
cattle - anew innovation in these parts, In the fall 
of 1930 Lillian Leiske (later Neumeier) joined the 
family, keeping the homefires burning, while 
Anna taught at Outlet School 


By 1934 Sam's advancing age and ilthealth, 
and the deepening depression and drought, 
brought on the demise of the father-son farming 
enterprise. Hal and Anna.and their two little 
daughters left the district to continue farming 
near Manola. Sam and Millie moved to Edmon- 
ton where they operated a ‘corner store’ for a 
time before they retired. 

In the early 1940's, Nita and her husband, 
Manley Cumberland, with their young son, Har 
ley, moved from Leedale to a farm on the meri- 
dian, south of the highway. The two sisters, Nita 
and Faye, were again living within sight of each 
other. 

‘Sam and Millie passed away in Edmonton, 
‘Sam in 1945 and Milie in 1958, Faye died in 1954 
and is buried in Bentley; Hal in 1968 in Westlock, 
Nita in 1974, in Lacombe, but is buried in Ben~ 
tley. Worlend, the eldest, died in 1979 in Cal- 
gary. Ray Hutton and Manley Cumberland are 
also gone, now. Marie lives in @ nursing home in 
Calgary (1980). Anna has her own home and is 
active in community affairs in Westlock. 

The third generation has scattered. Lee 
Hutton lives in Montreal; Worlend’s sons are in 
Calgary and on the west coast. Hal's only son, 
Gary, is in up-state New York. But the lure of 
Blindman Valley has been strong. Norva Hutton 
Landry and Gwen Hutton Livingston have both 
returned ‘home’. Harley Cumberland lives on 
the farm that his parents bought when he was a 
boy. Enid Nicholson Fitzsimonds and Dorothy 
Nicholson Orbeck are frequent visitors in the 
area, 

‘The name has gone from the valley, but the 
family lives on. In 1935 Jock Turnbull took over 
the "Nicholson place”. In 1980 Sam's and Mil- 
lie's great grandson, Len Landry and Jock Turn- 
bull's granddaughter, Jean, were married and 
have made their home in Bentley, 
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NIEMELA, ARVIE 


Arvie Niemela married Hila Talson on Dec. 


15th, 1938, and shortly after, settled on the north 
end of Sylvan Lake. 

In 1949 they moved to Bentley, where Arvie 
still resides. He is mostly remembered by his 









carpentry work that he has done in the district. 
Although he has been retired for a number of 
years he still takes a great interest in his work. 

He still keeps quite busy building shelves 
and cupboards, and just about anything else 
that he can, 

Arvie and Hilja raised two daughters. 

Mabel Eastwood is a lawyer living in Van- 
couver, B.C. She had three daughters. 

Eleanor Popow has three sons and one 
daughter and they live in Lacombe. 

Hilja Niemla passed away in 1979. 


NYGAARD FAMILY 
By Esther Vig 


My mother Gunhild Nygard sailed from 
Norway, April, 1912, and came to Ponoka, as 
that is where our father was employed. He 
worked for my Uncle Ole Kraft. It was some 
time before he could send us our tickets to 
join him, He was earning $1.00 a day. We were 
fortunate that the Titanic was over loaded so 
we were not allowed on board, but we were on 
the ocean at the same time it struck an ice 
erg and 1,700 people lost their lives. 

‘There were seven of us children ranging 
from 2%4t0 16 years; Charlie was the eldest, then 
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“Mother's Day gathering of Nygaaral fori - 1953 


Polly, Thorlief, Inga, Gustav, Esther and Mary. 
We lived east of Ponoka for 3 years. Alittle more 
than a year later we had a baby sister, Mabel. In 
1914 mother was a widow. In the summer of 
1915 mother and her 8 children came to Bentley, 
and settled 10 miles west, where Phyllis Arm- 
strong now lives, | was not very old then, but | 
can well remember the morning of August 1915, 
when we left our Grandma's place which was 15 
miles northeast of Ponoka (Asker). We left about 
6 am. by team and light wagon. We had quite a 
bit of household goods, etc. It took us all day 
and arrived at Mr. and Mrs. Goe Pedersons after 
dark. We spent the night with them. Thenext day 
we got pretty well settled. My two brothers had 
taken a couple of cows and calves a day or two 
before; the calves in the wagon and the cows 
would follow. They were caught ina terrible rain 
storm on Sunset Hill. So they had quite a trip. My 
sister Mary and | walked to Sunset school which 
was four miles each way. We were so happy 
when we got a ride once in a while, Not many 
cars on the road then. The Wine family lived a 
mile or so closer to school and we often had a 
ride with Annie and Andy in theirtwo-wheel cart 
and one horse. These were hard times. | can well 
remember there were times when we just had 
pork drippings and sugar for our school lunch. 


‘Selma and Agnes Holman were good to us and 
they would trade us a nice piece of chocolate 
cake for a sandwich which was really a treat for 
us. Also, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Anderson gave 
Mother a half a pig so we had meat for a while. 
Mary and | loved to stay overnight at the home 
of the Andersons, as they had such good 
meals. One day my mother walked all the way 
to Bentley to meet her sister who came on 
what we called the "peanut train.” She would 
spend a couple of days with us and do some 
sewing for us girls, It wasn't easy to feed and 
dress eight children. 

My brother Charlie enlisted in 1916. That 
was a shock for Mother, but he did it so he 
could send money home to help her. | can re- 
member the day when John Lyle Robinson, 
‘our neighbor, came over with a telegram from 
‘overseas. Charlie was shell gassed and blind 
for several days, and was not expected to live, 
But he was one of the lucky ones and he lived 
through till the end of the war. So we were all 
so happy, especially the day he came home. 

We made several moves; living in Gilby and 
also in Bentley where mother had a restaurant 
for awhile, As we ali grew older we went out to 
work. Charlie ran a theatre in Bentley for awhile, 
then he went to the States where he got married 
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and lived till 1980, when he lost his wife. He is 
now 83 years old and lives in the Eckville Manor. 
He never missed a trip home every year to see 
Mother and us sisters and brothers which was @ 
3,400 mile round trip. Thorlief also lives in the 
Eckville Manor. Polly was married to Martin En- 
gen and had 5 children. She is now in the Red 
Deer Auxiliary Hospital. Inga Torgerson is a 
widow and has one daughter and a son. She 
lives in Vancouver. Gus married Emma Johnson 
and they have a son and daughter. They live in 
Eckville, | married Melvin Vig and we live in 
Bentley. We had § sons, but lost Elmer in 1963, 
Mary married Oscar Vig and they had one son 
and two daughters. Mary passed away in 1978. 
Mabel married Cassius Engen and had one son 
and one daughter. They also live in Bentley. We 
also had a halt sister, as Mother married Anton 
Rud. Alice was born a cripple and Mother 
cared for her for many years with the help of 
Us girls. Alice was in the Red Deer Provincial 
School where she passed away in 1961 





Many memories go through my mind, but 
would take up too much space. We must say we 








are happy to live in the nicest little town in 
Alberta—Bentley. 


NATHAN, JOHN AND ROSINA 
By Alma Beal 

John and Rosina Nathan came to Alberta 
trom North Dakota in 1908, settling in the Bei- 
seker area 

Before settling in Bentley, in the Gull Lake 
District, in 1931, they had lived in Lacombe, 
Alberta, California, and Calgary 

They had three daughter daughters; Hat- 
tie who married Fred Renschier, Rosina, @ 
nurse who lived in Calgary, and Alma. 

‘Alma took part of her high school in Ben- 
tley, then went back to Calgary. She married 
John Beal, and they recently retired to Victoria, 
BC. 

They have two sons, both married and living 
in Calgary. 

‘John Nathan died in Bentley in 193; 
age of 66. 

Rosina Nathan died in Calgary in 1965 at the 
age of 91 





at the 


OBORNE, CLARENCE HENRY & FAMILY 
By Ralph L. Oborne 

The Clarence Henry Oborne family de- 
trained at Lacombe May 7. 1908, arriving from 
the State of Wisconsin, U.S.A, Our dad had 
‘made two land seeking trips into the Province of 
Manitoba, the Territories of Assiniboia and Al- 
berta, first in 1903 and again in 1908 to finally 
choose the west half of Section 18-41-1-W5, 
that was for sale in the Centerview area, N.W. 
of Bentley. 

Grandparents Oborne had emigrated trom 
England in 1858 and raised their three sons in 
the Milwaukee - Mukwonago area of the State. 
ur dad, the eldest of the three sons, had a 
tendency to a bronchial affliction attributed to 
the damp air off nearby Lake Michigan, causing 
him much distress as a young man, to finally 
force him to leave for the drier Colorado - Ne- 
braska region where the trouble subsided. Years 
later when his two brothers married and went on 
their own, Grandad persuaded Dad to return to 
Wisconsin to take over the old farm at Mukwo- 
‘ago. Mother's family, the Brimmer's, were orig- 
inally from the early Dutch colony of Lancaster, 
N.Y. State, and had lived some fifty years a few 
miles distant on the opposite side of the town 
from the Obornes. Grandmother Oborne, be- 
ing ill, Mother had been engaged temporarily 
to keep house for her and in this atmosphere, 
when Dad returned from Nebraska, it wasn't 
long before Mother was permanently "enga- 
ged”, It seemed sad that in Dad's new position 
and happiness his bronchial trouble began to 
return and when no relief could be foreseen 
the old farm was sold and we arrived unevent- 
fully as near our destination as the train could 
take us on Dad's 46th birthdate anniversary. 

We were delayed near a month in Lacombe 
When the “Settler's Effects" freight car was er- 
roneously held up for Customs in Calgary but 
‘when it was released with apologies, and several 
two day trip loads of household goods trans- 
ported by team and wagon to the new home, the 


family was brought out. Dad, age as stated, 
Grandad Oborne age 70, (Grandmother had 
passed on in 1902) Mother and we three boys, | 
Ralph, the eldest, nearing § years, brother 
Merril 2%, and Roy, 4 months, no small burden 
on parents seeking a new home under primi- 
tive conditions. 

‘The land chosen had been owned by a Mr. 
Castleman and his brother-in-law, a Mr. War- 
ner. There was a log house on each quarter 
and we lived in the small Warner house during 
the summer while the larger Castleman house 
was being made even larger to accomodate 
the family, 

Our nearest neighbors were the Wilson Cox 
family, the Wild mans a mile north, the Adam- 
sons nearby, S.W., the Miles not far south, 
bachelor Holbrook, the Matthews and Saints, 
eastward and south. Friendships grew rapidly in 
those days when neighbors were most helpful to 
each other. Getting settled, Grandad and 
Mother were highly pleased with Dad's choice of 
location; deep black soil, water table high, and 
the rainy season made the verdant forac. 
grasses knee deep; wild flowers in profusi 
hillside and swamp fruit in abundance; :) 4s 
‘game birds and animals no end. Of the 320 acres 
‘only about twenty had been cultivated so that 
Dad and Grandad eventually “cleared” another 
two hundred. The land wasn't too treed or 
brushy but the Diamond Willow clumps weren't 
the easiest things to root out with the hand 
operated equipment of the day. Having but one 
team of horses Dad hired the breaking done and 
for most of the years to 1923 he specialized in 
growing tame hay to feed his cattle herd. Many 
‘were the tons of hay we boys helped cut, rake, 
stack, and haul to the feed yard as needed 
during our growing up years. 

One reminisces on the contrast of life 
conditions, then and now. Then no rural 
electrification to provide the many blessings of 
today, no propane gas for heating and cooking. 
Other contributors to the book will no doubt 
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mention the severe winter of 1906-07. Dad and 
neighbor, Mr. Cox, spent most of their leisure 
time during the winter cutting and hauling 
firewood from the mile distant timber belt. Allto 
be sawed and split by hand. Automatic heating 
of the time was parents getting up at two hour 
intervals during the night rebuilding fires to 
keep houses habitable. Two day trips, one to go 
and one to come, to haul farm produce to 
Lacombe and in summer before roads were 
improved, farmers would travel two or more 
together to help each other through difficult 
sections of rain soaked roads. Doctors many 
miles away, so neighbors shared concerns and 
aided each other in any way able. We boys 
awoke many mornings to find Mother missing, 
to be told that "so and so” hada baby brother, or 
sister, arrive during the night. Breakfasts 
weren't quite the same when Mother wasn't 
there and | recall on one occasion, when | was 
nearing the threshold of more understanding, 
making inquiry of Dad how it was that babies 
‘were so often born at night. Dad didn't know but 
opined in his droll way that perhaps it had 
something to do with when the order was 
placed, Dad, too, might be missing, as he was 





in 1915, 





handy as a veterinary and would be called when 
animals were in trouble. For along time funerals 
would be taken care of by the community, the 
women would prepare the deceased for burial 
land the men take care of the rest. As life ever 
was, entertainment and happiness one day or 
week, tragedy or near tragedy might follow the 
next. 

i started to attend schoo! at Centerview, one 
quarter mile south of our farm home, in Sept. 
1907, and the evening before (this pleasant 
memory stil lingers in the mind) Mrs. Cox and 
daughters visited us to present me with a 5 Ib. 
Pat Burn's lard pail for a dinner bucket, also 
Mother was assured that daughters Isa and 
Mabel, who had attended the term before 
would look after me. Mary Idella Cole, later 
Mrs. Jesse Evernden, was my first teacher. Thus 
formal education began, doublecarpenter-made 
desks, slates with water bottles, the wall maps 
and globe, the wood stove that could take a half 
a railway tie in length, the sectional bookcase 
land the book therein - The Tales of Old Greece 
and Rome that fascinated me when | progressed 
far enough to read, and, the Alexandra Readers 
with their interesting stories and poems, Fond 


memories retained of the Readers, and working 
the only night shifts here in the Oilfield | 
occupied myself memorizing the poems first 
contacted in them. For entertainment there were 
the school concerts at Christmas time, the Box 
Socials and community dances held in all the 
rural schools; Pleasing affairs. Preparing for one 
school concert, | think about 1912, the teacher 
queried the parents, could anyone loan an 
organ for the occasion? Mrs. Cox astounded all 
present at the sort of parent-teacher meeting 
she had extended invitation, by saying, “You 
order an organ from Eatons and | will pay for it” 
Catalogue price, $27.50. Such was done and we 
had music to sing hymns by, from that 
Christmas on. | believe Elmer Calkins has the 
same organ, salvaged and reconditioned, in 
his museum after a long and useful life. Minist- 
ers would occasionally drive out from Bent- 
ley to hold a service in the school. Someone 
would loan them a horse and buggy to drive 
the eight miles and attendance would often be 
sparse due to uncertainty of their coming, and 
Grandad, being known for his deep religious 
sympathies, they would usually come to our 
house for dinner or {unch before setting out to 
return. One minister gave us advice used to 
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this day. Dad had been trying to grow raspber- 
ries, had set out two long rows four years pre- 
vious but no berries, The minister had been to 
Agricultural College and told us that they were 
biennial, canes must be trimmed down to 
preserve from winter kill. The next year we had 
more raspberries than we could pick. 

The saddest thing, | think, that ever 
occurred in the Centerview community was 
when Mrs. Cox was taken away in 1910. She was 
50 well iked that it was a blow for years to every 
family that knew her. Near tragedy came to our 
home in April 1915 when our mother stepped 
on an injured plank of the dug well platform 
near the house and, the plank giving way, she 
fell into the well. Work horses, a few days ear- 
lier, drinking at the trough had inadvertently 
stepped on the plank to crack it and in the 
busy spring season it hadn't been repaired, 
Brother Roy, by what might be termed a flick 
of an eyelash, saw her fall through the plat- 
form and raised the alarm. Dad, who had a 
crippled right leg, somehow got down to her, 
14 feet below the surface, hand over hand on 
the cold pipe and managed to tie a rope 
around her under arms that we passed to him. 
Our rural phone had been installed the Fall be- 
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fore and Mr. Cox and the two Evernden boys, 
Don and Paul, on the Adamson Place came 
within minutes to effect the rescue, Three boys 
14, 11, & 9 would surely have been parentless in 
a few minutes except for the telephone and the 
rescuers, for Dad could not have gripped the 
cold pipe much longer (18 ft. of water below 
him) and Mother was unconscious when 
brought to the surface. But again, life goes on. 

We boys used to getto goto Lacombe about 
once a year and I've often said that for we rural 
juniors to smell coal smoke and see the steam 
trains was a treat of high order. One day in 
midsummer of 1916 Dad came home from a 
usual two day trip to Lacombe and in the midst 
of supper casually asked, “how would you like to 
see a circus tomorrow?" Silence was intense for 
a few moments in unbelief; we had never seen 
one. He continued, “If you can get your chores 
done so that we can get to Bentley by 8:00 am 
(a two hour drive in the democrat) a Mr. Ernie 
Drader will take us to Lacombe in his car, a 1912 
Ford, and bring us back”. So the next day we had 
ur first car ride and saw a circus. | trust we can 
see our Dad again to emphasize belated thanks. 

Being near the school it fell to Mother and 
Dad to "board" the teachers for a number of 
years and many a pleasant visit was had with 
them hearing about their lives and homes. Two 
from N.S., Miss Turpin and Hughen, Miss Daw- 
son from Toronto, even Nellie Thompson from 


































Rainy Creek, and others. Acquaintance 
wouldn't have pragressed very far before Dad 
would get them into a dither by casually ex 
pressing his belief that the earth was flat. Pre 
suming him to be serious, all the con argu- 
ments would be brought out and his reply 
would be that it is well known that everyone's 
left leg is shorter that the right (very slightly it 
is true) and so we unconsciously walk in cir- 
cles. The family would have a hard time not 
showing amusement, until it would dawn on 
the teacher, then it would break out. 

From 1916 on progress tempo seemed to 
increase; the first World War was on with activ- 
ity, and money supply increased, wheat $3.00 
per bu. caused much vacant land to be culti- 
vated to supply food for the Allied effort. Farm 
tractors and cars became a common sight. Dad 
bought us a small tractor, a Fordson, also a 
used Model T in 1920, a considerable event for 
me, a supposed mechanic, and we expanded a 
bit from hay to grain growing. In winter Bro. 
Merril and | did custom grain grinding and fi- 
Fewood buzz-sawing with the tractor. With sta- 
bility returning after the close of the war, 
prices dropped drastically so that wheat, cattle 
and hay values decreased to approx. a third of 
the year before. For buzzing firewood, equip- 
ment and two men, $1.50 per hour. The engine 
took 0.5¢ for fuel 

Winter wasn't all onerous work. Some 
group in the Chapel School area promoted, and 
got going, a “Literary Society”, inviting all and 
any to share inthe programs, The idea took hold 
and the programs became interesting and 
pleasing affairs. Minister Nicholson and |, on 
fone occasion, were cajoled into the proside of a 
team debate, ‘Tractor versus the horse’. My 
oratory ability at the time wasn't advanced very 
far to “sway the multitude” so despite Minister 
Nicholson's heroic effort to cover the 
discrepancy Mr. Suggett and his team partner 
won the debate. By far the main attraction in the 
programs were the returned soldiers, Craig 
son-in-law, Bill Gunnell andhis pal, Alphonzo A. 
Mack, one tall and one short. What they couldn't 
think of—, English music hall type. One duet 
they composed and alternately sang. 
unfortunately | can recall only part of ane verse. 
Poem entitled, The Girls we don't want, - "We 
don't want a girl witha runny nose, arunny nose, 
a runny nose, For we're scared she would spoil 
‘our Sunday clothes”, Easily a dozen excellent 
verses and of course the last, sang together, was 














a description of the type they did want, @ 
paragon of all the known virtues. I can still hear 
Bonnie Hankins’ laughter increasing with each 
verse. The O'Neil brothers, too were excellent 
comedians. Pleasing memories, 

Prices remaining low in 1923, and with 
interest below par among us boys for the farm, 
Dad took over a small composite businessin the 
town, implement agency, sheet iron, a second 
hand enterprise. We could keep busy but after 
five years it turned out that | wasn't the type for 
self employment so, placing my future in the 
hands of Fate eventually arrived at Mrs. Loren 
Craig's nome area where | have been for 
fifty-two years. Bro. Merril came down to 
engage in Oilfield work the following Spring to 
remain until his passing, with the curse of 
humanity in Feb. 1966. His widow now spends 
much of her time with widowed sister in 
Vancouver. They had no family. Bro. Roy, and 
wife Edith, more enterprising than we, lived an 
active life at grain buying, farming, ranching, 
raising three sons, to retire for atime in B.C, but 
recently have been attracted back to good old 
Alberta to live at Cremona. School teacher wife, 
Jean, and | raised two daughters who found us 
two fine son-in-laws. One family lives in the 
nearby city, the other at Sherwood Park, 
Alberta. Seven grandchildren to watch mature 
and step out into the worid, Dad and Mother are 
both in the Bentley cometery, a very strong at- 
traction for the growing up area, and it is a 
very great pleasure to have contacts, corres- 
Pondence, and visits with former schoo! pals, 
the Miles, the Matthews, others. May our Best 
Wishes go to all who might remember the 
Oborne family, 


OBORNE, LEROY (ROY) 
By Edith Oborne 


Roy Oborne was born in Wisconsin, U.S.A 
and came to the Bentley district with his parents 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Oborne and two brothers 
Ralph and Merril in 1908. Roy grew up and went 
to school in the Centreview district. 

|, Edith was born near Portland, Oregon and 
came with my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Karl Linder 
to the Gilby district in 1911, where | grew up 
and went to school. |' worked at the Bank of 
Montreal in Bentley from 1927 until 1931 

Roy and | were married in 1931. Roy bought 
grain for a number of years, after which we 
farmed north of Bentley and also in the Gilby 
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district before going ranching west and south of 
Carstairs, We retired in 1964. We moved to B.C. 
where we lived for twelve years. Now in 1980 we 
have moved back to Alberta and are living in 
Cremona, Alberta 

We have three sons, Allan, Boyd and Gor- 
don. 

Allan, Myrna and six children live in Black 
Diamond, Alberta, 

Boyd, Edna and two children live in Crem- 
ona, Alberta, 

Gordon, Jennifer and four children live in 
Cremona, Alberta, 


ODBERG, CHRIS OLE 
Written by Ken Edwards 

Chris was born in Oslo, Norway on March 
10, 1882, When he was 19 years old he came by 
boat to Vancouver, B.C. where he worked in the 
B.C. logging camps for a year and a half and 
then went to Wisconsin, U.S.A. to work in a 
logging camp for some Norwegians he knew 
from the old country. While there he became 
very sick with the fever but several months later 
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he was well enough to go back to work logging, 
After awhile he decided that he may like Alberta 
better as there were a lot of his countrymen in 
the Bentley area. Come to Alberta he did, took 
ut his citizenship papers and filed on a homes- 
tead 2 miles south and 6 miles west of Bentley 
where he built a nice home and married. 

‘One day when Chris returned home trom 
town he found all his buildings had burned to 
the ground, He built anew shack and lived there 
for a short time, then bought a C.P.R. quarter, 
2 miles east where he lived until 1948, when he 
sold the quarter to Harold Anderson. In 1946 or 
1947 he sold the homestead to Edward 
‘Skjonsberg and bought a new house in Red 
Deer, Chris lived in that house for 14 years and 
finally sold it when he decided to move to the 
‘Twilight Lodge. Chris was 98 years oldon March 
10, 1980 and still living in the nursing home. He 
ig still very bright and loves company. Chris was 
@ good friend and neighbour and was always 
willing to help anyone. He always had good fat 
live stock and would never drive a team off a 
walk - he drove the tractor and the car the same 
way, very careful and very slow. Chris still gets 
mad as hell if he runs out of snuff. 





OLSON, ED 
By Gladys Olson 


Ed Olson was born in 1904 in Kathryn, 
North Dakota. In the early 1900's he came to 
Bentley with his widowed mother, two sisters, 
Nellie and Gertrude, and one brother, George. 
His mother, Minnie married Olgar Johnson; 
and two half brothers, Gus and George, and 
three half sisters, Olga, Julie, and Grace, were 
born to Olgar and Minnie Johnson. 

‘On April 23rd, 1927, Ed Olson and Gladys 
Flotebo, who was born at Barons, Alberta in 
1908 were married. They settled on the N.E. 
24-41-1-W.Sth., five miles west of Bentley. 

They had two boys; Gerald, born in 1927, 
who died in 1963; Kenneth, born 1930, and one 
girl, Gelaine, born 1940, 

Kenneth resides on the home farm and Ge~ 
laine is married to Gordon Stewart. Gordon and 
Gelaine have four boys. 

Ed Olson ran a profitable farm from 1928 to 
4963. They farmed pigs, cattle, and grain. Ed 
built his farm up, to be awarded four medals 
from the Department of Agriculture in the years 
1954 to 1958. They built the present house in 
1952, 








Ed Olson died in 1963, and Gladys moved 
into Bentley, where she still ves. 


OLSON. KNUT FREDRIK & LYDIA EVELINA, 
y Martha Connelly and Dorothy Kujala 


Dad, (Knut), was born Aug. 12, 1887, in 
‘Sundsvall, Sweden. He was one of four sons 
born to Oloff and Christina Ohisson. His father 
was a shoemaker by trade, Schooling was very 
different then. We don't know how many years 
he went to schoo! and/or confirmation classes, 
but he could read and write Swedish very well 
and was baptized Lutheran. 

Dad left home at 13 years of age to work in 
the lumber camps, This stands out in our minds 
because Mom was not too happy about Dad 
chewing “Copenhagen”. Mom would say, “It 
makes your breath smell and it's not good for 
your stomach.” Dad would reply, “I've chewed 
snuff since | left home at 13. 

Dad crossed the Atlantic four times. The 
first time was around 1910 when he travelled to 
the Washington Coast, (in the area of Aber- 
deen), U.S.A., where he worked in a cement 
factory. Dad always said, “That’s when | started 
losing my hair.” However, our brother Steve, 
and his son, Dwaine, have the same 
characteristic 

Dad returned to Sweden shortly before 
World War One broke out, travelling to the 
northern part, Lycksele, where he met Mom. 

Mom, Lydia Evelina Johannson, was born at 
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Passport picture 


Knut, Lydia and Steve Olson - 1926 





home in Gravmark, Vasterbottom, Sweden on 
‘Aug. 13, 1896. She was one of a family of eight 
girls’ and three boys born to Johan and Anna 
Johannson. In northern Sweden there were no 
schools. They were taught the "3 R's by their 
parents, and religion was received by a travel- 
ling minister. Lutheran Baptismal services were 
held by the lake, approximately 300 yards from 
the house. 

‘As soon as the children were old enough, 
they would have to go and herd sheep up in the 
mountains, some leaving at the early age of ten. 
Mom's sister, Signe, (Mrs. Victor Johanson), 
was one such person. Later on Mother was given 
permission to work in a sanitorum in Lycksels, 
as a nursing aid. 

Dad and Mom were married June 22, 1922, 
in Lyckdeld. After their marriage Dad purchased 
a store in Edefors, Norbotten, Sweden, where 
their only son, Steve, was born. Times were hard 
and Dad said, "People came to the store, half 
starved, requesting food and clothing on credit. 
| could not turn them away.” When the stock was 
depleted he closed the doors. With what money 
he had left they decided to immigrate to Canada. 

Dad, Mom, and Steve, (now two and a half 
years old), left Sweden on March 18, 1926 and 
landed in Halifax, April §, 1926. 

‘They travelled by trainto Lacombe, Alberta, 
and were met by Victor and Signe, (Mom's sis- 
ter), Johanson, who took them to their hames- 
tead. Mom and Steve stayed with Johansons 











Krut Olson, Martie on Dad's knee, Dorothy and Steve 
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and Dad went to work witha section gangon the 
railroad at Morningside, Alberta, 

After the job was completed at Morning 
side, Dad, Mom and Steve moved onto what was 
then known as the "Miller Place”, owned by Carl 
and John Hilstad, who were also Swedes. The 
tad brothers owned a lot of land in that area 
and were living on land now owned by Klaas 
Brink. Dad and Mom worked hard for the Hilstad 
brothers, Dad cutting timber, etc., Mom cooking 
and washing. They were able to purchase the 
N.E, 96-39-R2-W.5, from the Hilstads. 

Dad built our seven roomed house of 
square cut logs from trees off the home quarter. 

‘A misfortune occured while building this 
house. The granary with all their personal be- 
longings which they had bought from Sweden 
and stored there, got struck by lightning and 
burned to the ground, 

Dad continued to work for the Hilstads off 
and on for many years, while clearing the home 
quarter by hand. 

In the meantime, two daughters were born 
to them in the Bentley Hospital; Dorothy Anna 
and Martha Evelyn, 

Dorothy reminisces about our school days:- 
“Our schooling started at Boyle, (Warren), 
School. Neither Steve or | could speak English, 
so our teacher, Mr. Laycock, must have had 
some trying times. The next teacher, Mr. Layton, 
had a much easier time with Martha because | 
had coached her. ! was janitor of the school for 
two years, at a salary of $5.00 per month, which 
was later raised to $6.00. Duties included open- 
ing and closing of the school, carrying water 
from Hans Carlson's ina spittal, dusting, sweep- 
ing, and making fires in the pot-bellied stove, 
which was partially surrounded by metal to pre 
vent the kids from burning themselves. We ws 
to bring potatoes and bake them on top of the 
stove. Many was the time during the winter when 
the snow was so deep, that Dad would break 
trail, carrying Martha, with me following be- 
hind with my two gallon lunch bucket. Steve 
was finished school and helping Dad on the 
farm, Mrs. Edith Russell was our next teacher.” 

Dad and Mom always tried to treat us 
equally. Steve did his own film developing and 
loved hunting and fishing. Dorothy took violin 
lessons and |, Martha, took piano lessons. We 
were allowed to go to barn dances at Victor 
Johanson’s with Dad and Mom, usually falling 
asleep before going home. We also went swim- 
‘ming on the north shore of Sylvan Lake on Sun- 
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days, and skiing in the winter. Dad was an 
excellent skier and a strong swimmer 

Dad kept on building - a barn, chicken 
house, pumphouse, icehouse, granaries, etc. 
and with Steve's help built another house on the 
home place, The new house was for Steve and 
his bride, Arlie Knieper, daughter of Charlie and 
Freda 

Dad and Mom bought a house and 3 lots in 
Sylvan Lake and lived there for a few years, 
building a duplex which they rented out. While 
we were living in Sylvan Lake, Mom went to Mr. 
H.J. Cody, Vice-Principal of the school, and 
asked him if it would be possible for Martha to 
leave schoo! in March, saying she would like to 
take her to Sweden with her for six months. Mr. 
Cody said, “it wll be a wonderful learning expe- 
rience. Permission granted." We left for Sweden 
from New York, March, 1969, on the Gripsholm, 
and returned in September of the same year. | 
will never forget those six months. Mom got to 
see her mom, dad, brothers and sisters, for the 
last time. | got to meet a lot of Dad's relatives 
and learned to write and speak Swede once 
again. | know Mom was very sad when we lett, 
but she kept it all to herself. | continued my 
education in Bentley where Mom and Dad 
‘once again returned to the farm. 

‘They purchased the SE. 36-39-1-W.5 
from Johnny McKee and continued farming 
Lntil the early 1960's, returning to Sylvan Lake 
to live there permanently, after selling the half 
section to N.T. (Dick) Damron. The house is 
still standing 

In the meantime, Steve and Arlie, now resid- 
ing in Saskatoon, Sask. have raised three child- 
ren: Dwain Olson, Ponoka, Ab., Lynda (Mrs. 
Mario iverson) Outlook, Sask., and Marguerite 
(Mrs, Brian Wolff), Saskatoon. 

Dorothy married Edwin Kujala_and they 
reside 6 miles west of Sylvan Lake. They have 
four children: Karen, (Mrs. Ron Hyde), Cal- 
gary; Deborah, (Mrs. Wayne Weidman), Sylvan 
Lake: Darcy and Douglas at home. 1, Martha 
Damron Connelly, have two daughters: Bar- 
bara Damron, Lacombe, and Tara Dawn Con- 
nelly at home. Max and | live 3% miles east of 
Rimbey, 

‘Mom passed away in October, 1969, at the 
age of 73. Dad continued to reside in Sylvan 
Lake, enjoying good health until March, 1976, 
when he passed away in the Bentley Hospital at 
age 88, Both Mom and Dad are buried in the 
Sylvan Lake Cometery 





Perhaps | should mention some of our 
neighbors, who were: Mr. and Mrs, John Tien- 
haara a Finnish couple who lived on the north 
shore of Sylvan Lake, (Dad used to visit them 
and have a steam bath.) Edward and Vera Ek- 





lund and family lived west and south of us on 
the road to the lake, and the Kangas family 
who lived straight south of Boyle School, by 
the Lake, Mr. and Mrs. Ole Solberg, Melvin 
and Fred, lived to the west of us, about one 
halt mile; and the Boss family, who moved 
onto the “Miller Place” purchased by Harold 
Brattberg. 


OMEARA, JOSEPH 


Joseph O'Meara and his sons, Tom and 
‘Owen, came to Alberta from Ireland near the 
turn of the century and settled on N.W, 13-39-1- 
5, The original owner of this land was the C.P.A. 

J.0., as he was called, was a big man and is 
remembered for his trish wit. Tom received a 
‘good education in his homeland and Owen at- 
tended Aspelund school to the sixth or seventh 
grade, but he had more than 3 miles to walk and 
it is noted that he was nearly always late. 

The family lived in a low, log house for sev- 
eral years, until it became past being liveable, so 
they moved over to the old Heenan place for a 
year while they bullt a small frame house on 
their land. They had some horses and a few 
‘cows. One day a cow fell into the dug well, but 
with a heiping hand from Bob Pickering, Albert 
Southall and Bill Heenan, they were able to pull 
her out 

‘Owen liked to tinker and fix machinery. In 
later years, he purchased an 8 horse-power sta- 
tionary engine, which he used to pull around 
with horses and saw wood for the neighbors. 

‘Tom liked to read and would go to the Pick- 
rings and read until the family would go to bed 
The last one would say “Put out the light when 
you go, Tom." 

One evening Bob Pickering, knowing the 
old man was alone, got the feeling he should go 
to see him and found J.0. very il. He had been 
banging on a dish pan with a big spoon, hoping 
someone would hear. Bob taok him to his home 
and got medical help and later J.O. underwent 
stomach surgery. He later amused the neigh- 
bors with his description of the proceedings. 
Apparently, he had been frozen for the opera- 
tion and had watched the whole procedure. 

In 1929 J.0, sold his land to Bob Pickering, 








but died that year while still living there. Owen 
married Sylvia Adams and they went to Buck 
Lake. Tom moved to B.C. but the boys are both 
gone now. 


O'NEIL BROTHERS, ST. JOHN AND WILLIAM 
by the Beddoes family 


‘The O'Neil boys came to Canada from Ply- 
mouth, England, in 1905. They arrived in the 
Bentley district and found employment at a 
jumber mill about 10 miles west of Bentley, 
which was owned by Jabez McPherson, At this 
mill they met Tim and Dick Sambrook, and 
George and Len Beddoes, and a lifelong triend- 
ship between these families was begun. 
injin”, as St. John was known toall, took a 
homestead and Bill continued working at the 
mill, and operating the store at the mill, Sinjin 
also started a store in Bentley, in partnership 
with John Blish; the store still being used in 
Bentley today as the ice cream store on main 
street 
Both Bill and Sinjin joined the army at the 
outbreak of World War |. Sinjin achieved the 
rank of Sergeant-Major, and Bill a corporal in 
the Military Police. Upon returning to Alberta 
the O'Neils each bought land west of Bentley in 
the area of the sawmill that employed them ear- 








O'Neil Brothers and C.F. Damron «1951 
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lier. Sinjin bought the quarter that had been 
homesteaded by Len Beddoes and is now 
owned by John Chesney. 

While neither of the brothers married, they- 
were most active in the community, being in- 
volved in many drama presentations, as well as 
Bill's interest in soccer and other sports. 

The O'Neils were ardent readers and their 
homes contained excellent libraries and any 
papers or magazines which might bring them 
the news of the times, 

Upon retirement, Sinjin and Bill chose to 
move into Bentley, where they bought a small 
house on the property where Stan Witherell and 
his wife, Lorene, now have their home. The 
‘O'Neils had many friends in Bentley and en- 
joyed their retirement years, visiting, reading, 
and playing bridge. Sinjin suffered the loss of a 
leg but did not allow this to dampen his spirits or 
zest for life. Many humerous incidents could be 
told of the tricks Sinjin used to play on others, 
using his wooden leg. Within a few years, how- 
ever, the disease that had claimed his leg re- 
turned and after a time in the Vets Hospital, 
Sinjin passed away. He was sadly missed by his 
brother, Bill, who carried on with the garden and 
yard at their home in Bentley. Bill died in his 
sleep a few years later and lies with Sinjin in the 
cemetery in Bentley. 





OSGOODE, ELIJAH 

Elijah Osgoode was born in Stockholm, 
New York. He went to Wisconsin where he 
married Miss Lenora Ober in 1890. In 1902 
they came to Bentley and settled on a farm in 
the district 

Alter his wife died, his younger daughter, 
Maizie was his house-keeper until he retired 
from the farm. He then went to live with his 
daughter, Mrs. Jabez McPherson, in Bentley. 

In addition to his third daughter, Mrs. Fred 
Marriott, he had a foster son, young Harry 
Brownlow, 

Harry's mother had passed away when he 
was but a month old. Mr. & Mrs. Osgoode took 
the baby into their home and reared him to man- 
hood with the same careaand devotion they gave 
their own, 

Their only son had died in infancy. 


OUTLET MUTUAL TELEPHONE CO. LTD. 
By Ray Park 
The first telephones in the area were in 
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1911, when the government built the line 
through to Rimbey. There were extra pairs of 
wires strung to serve the people in different 
areas. 

The area served In the Outlet District was 
known as line No. 2. 

In 1934 the government offered to sell a 
portion of the A.G.T. system to a company to be 
formed in the vicinity around the Outlet School, 

‘At a meeting held on Dec. 12th, 1934, the 


Outlet Mutual Telephone Co. Ltd. was formed, 
with the following slate of officers ~ 
President A.L. Snow 
Vice President Ken Sweetman 
Sec. Treasurer C.A. Suggett 
Director Henry Castleman 
Director Jack Rae 

‘The company was formed with eleven 
shareholders, and by 1967 when the company 
was dissolved, the underground system had 
nineteen shareholders. 





PALM - LEO & RUTH 
By Ruth Palm 


Leo Norman Palm, born September 1, 
4926, was born when his parents were living 
fon the Boyle school quarter, now owned by 
Elmer Brattberg. Leo was the second son of 
Irene and Bill Palm. Home births were com- 
mon-place then and as he was born at his 
grandparents’ Johanson home, he always says 
he was “born in the hills west of Bentley”. His 
parents later moved to the Leukoma place and 
then to a farm in the Estonian district 
northeast of Eckville which they had bought 
from John Hilstad in 1931 

Leo took his schooling at the Estonian 
school. As he was a child in the depression 
years, money was hard to find. Blue Ribbon 
Coffee coupons were saved for his first pair of 
school overalls. After completing Grade 8, he 
remained at home working on the family farm. 

‘As a farm boy, he began riding and driv- 
ing horses at an early age. Today, his interest 
in horses still remains. Although the days of 
farming with them has long passed, he still 
likes to have horses on the farm to enjoy. 

His first train ride was a memorable one. 
In June, 1939, King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth made a tour of Canada. When they 
came to Edmonton, school children and their 
teachers were taken by train to see them. Lun- 
ches were packed in paper bags. The train left 
Rocky Mountain House early that morning, 
picking up passengers along the way. At Red 
Deer, the trains were combined to continue on 
to Edmonton. In Edmonton, bleachers had 
been specially built along the route the King 
and Queen would travel in an open car. The 
bleachers were packed with people cheering 
royalty. It is interesting to note that in Septem- 
ber of that year World War I! was declared. 

In the fall of 1948, a young teacher came 
to teach in the Estonian school. Ruth Edna 
Wright had been born in Kerrobert, Saskatche- 


wan, on January 18, 1928. Her parents, child- 
ren of homesteaders, had farmed near Cactus 
Lake, Sask., where Ruth's father had received 
farm’ land ‘through the Soldier Settlement 
Board following World War |, The dust bowl of 
the 30's had resulted in a move to Lacombe in 
1939. A farm auction sale had brought in $600 
and twas this money, along with hard work, that 
gave the family a fresh start in Lacombe. The 
green trees and luxurious growth of grass 
seemed too good to be true after the dry years 
on the prairie. After graduating from Lacombe 
High School, Ruth attended the University of 
Alberta in 1946-47 and began teaching school 
that fall at a salary of $1200 per year, 

Ruth and Leo were married in Lacombe 
on January 4, 1950, That January was one of 
the coldest on record. The night their wedding 
dance was held at Eckville, the thermometer 
dipped to -50°F. Many were the stalled cars 
that night, not to mention frozen ears and 
noses! 

Newlyweds didn't have the conveniences 
then that couples often take for granted now. 
Ruth and Leo lived one-half mile from his pa- 
rent’s home in a small log house consisting of 
a living room and bedroom. A small back 
porch was remodeled to become a kitchen. 
‘The cosy home was heated with an air-tight 
heater in winter. Cooking was done with an 
Enterprise coal and wood stove. Rural power 
lines were just beginning to come into the 
area, so when Leo's parents hooked into the 
power line, the coal-oil and gas lamps were 
exchanged for a 32-volt lighting plant. What a 
treat to pull a cord and have instant light! As 
the batteries ran down they were re-charged 
with a stationary gasoline engine. 

Livestock consisted of a milk cow with a 
calf and a purebred Hereford heifer that calved 
that spring. A sow had a litter of pigs during 
the cold weather and the piglets were brought 
Into the house for warmth to ensure survival. 
In the spring, they bought one hundred 
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chickens. The fifty hens laid well the next win- 
ter and as eggs sold to the CADP for as much 
‘as seventy-five cents a dozen, this money 
bought all the groceries. 

The couple bought a farm two miles 
northwest of Forshee in the fall of 1952 from 
John Molander. John had told them he had 
been hailed out 300% that year, as three sepa- 
rate hail storms had swept the area that sum- 
‘mer! After farming the land from Eckville, the 
family, Leo, Ruth and daughters, Jocelyn 
Ruth, born October 29, 1950 and Barbara 
Jean, born September 13, 1954, moved to the 
farm in May, 1955. 

(On a rainy Sunday morning, shortly after 
they moved, Ruth looked out the window to 
see two wet, bedraggled people walking into 
the yard. These were Lorna Park and Harry 
Diggle who were married later that summer. 
Lora and Ruth had met through CGIT and 
summer camps years earlier and they were 
pleased to know that they were to become 
neighbors. 

‘Leo worked on oll pipelines and on road 
construction in 1956 and 1967. Since then he's 
devoted himself to full-time farming, 

‘Over the years, many changes took place. 
Land was cleared, which meant long hours of 
hand-labor picking roots, piling and burning 
Until the land was ready to be sown. Trees 
were planted around the yard. New buildings 
and newer modern machinery were slowly ad- 
ded. At the same time, cattle were increased in 
numbers and with the need for more hay and 
pasture, more land was added to the farm unit. 

New family members arrived. Kathleen 
Norma was born on April 12, 1956, The first 
son, Herold Frank, arrived on October 18, 
4957. Lois Marlene was born January 13, 1959. 
Norman Russell was born August 14, 1960. 
Rodney Douglas was born July 11, 1962 and 
twins Donald William and Gordon Garfield ar- 
rived on November 20, 1963. 

Following tradition brought to this land 
by Leo's Finnish grandparents, a sauna was 
‘one of the first buildings erected. Even after a 
modern bathroom was included in the new 
house, on Saturday nights or on evenings after 
long dusty day in the field, smoke can stil be 
seen pouring out of the chimney. As one sits 
‘on the benches relaxing, the moist heat draws 
tiredness from aching muscles and individuals 
emerge from the sauna fresh and relaxed, 
ready for a good night's rest or an evening of 








dancing. 

‘The fall and winter of 1960-61 was an ex- 
citing time, for it was then that a new house 
was built. Leo, along with his father and broth- 
ers, had logged and sawed most of the lumber 
used in the house. Leo, his brother Bill, and 
Arvie Niemela, a carpenter hired from Bentley, 
did most of the constructing. The house 
seemed spacious after living in a three- 
roomed 18 = 24 house for the previous six 
years. 

Ruth had been involved with music over 
the years, playing the piano, singing in and 
leading choirs, playing organ in the United 
Church in Lacombe during high school years 
and giving piano lessons. The love of music 
‘was an integral part of family life and when 
band was offered in the Rimbey school, the 
children learned to play various instruments 
besides piano and guitar. Leo didn't want to be 
an “oddball” and soon he was playing the vi- 
olin, 

Of the children, Jocelyn married Ted Ten- 
rison in July, 1971, and has one son, Joel. Jo- 
celyn works for Alberta Agriculture and Ted 
works for the Edmonton city. They live in 
Sherwood Park. Barbara teaches school at 
Winfield, Alberta. She and her husband, Neil 
White, married in 1975, live on a farm east of 
Winfield with son, Skylar. 

Kathy lives in Edmonton. She is involved 
with Co-ops and is general manager of a 
housing Co-op. Frank lives and works in Red 
Deer for Red Deer Welding Supplies. Lois ob- 
tained her 8. Ed. from the U. of A. in 1981 and 
is teaching at La Glace, Alberta. Norman is 
employed by the United Grain Growers in 
Rimbey. Rod is attending the U. of C. and Don 
and Gord completed Grade 12 at Rimbey in 
1981 

The family have been fortunate to have 
lived in the Forshee area where people are ac- 
tively involved in community affairs. Christmas 
concerts, pot-luck suppers, picnics and camp- 
outs are only a few events which have given us 
many happy memories. 


PALM, MR. & MRS, NA. 
By Anna Caldwell 

N.A. (Gust) Palm married Melinda Wicks- 
trom in 1907 in Calgary. Melinda was the only 
daughter of Eric and Ingeborg Wickstrom and 
they lived in New Westminster, B.C., where 





Gust and Melinda Palm. 


they celebrated their 70th wedding anniver- 
sary in 1955, 

Following thelr marriage, Gust and 
Melinda worked in Calgary, coming to the Cal- 
kins Valley in 1908. There they carved out a 
comfortable home and lived there until 1945. 
In that year they moved to New Westminster 
and later to Newton, B.C. Mr. Erickson (father 
of Gus) spent his later years with the Palms af- 
ter the passing of his wife. 


Family of Leo and Ruth Paim 
Back row -L to R- Neil White, 
Front row 
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Gust and Melinda were active in the Cal- 
kins Valley district and she was a member of 
the Lockhart W.l. and her hospitality was one 
of her key features. Gust also contributed his 
time and energy towards his community, serv- 
ing as municipal councillor, member of local 
school board, rural telephone company and 
always ready and willing to help his neighbor. 

Their son, Harry, and his wife, Viola, live 
in Victoria and Gust and Melinda lost three 
children in infancy. Harry and Viola farmed in 
the Peace River country, later moving to Van- 
‘couver and Victoria, where Harry is in real es- 
tate and insurance business and Viola works 
in a dress shop. 

Mrs, Palm at 97 years (as of 1980) is a pa- 
tient in a nursing home in Victoria, where she 
Is near her son and daughter-in-law, 

Mr. Palm passed away in New Westmins- 
ter some years ago and is buried there. 


PALM - JOHN AND HANNAH, 
By Ruth Palm 


‘The Palm family homesteaded on the land 
which later became known as Palm Bay (NW 
34-39-2-WS) at the north end of Snake Lake 
(Sylvan Lake). The lake had been so named 
because of the many snakes which were seen 
around the lake. As there were only ten acres 
on the adjoining SW quarter, the remainder of 
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the quarter being in the lake, John bought that 
ten acres at the same time, They couldn't have 
chosen a better place. The trees and lake were 
reminiscent of scenes in their native home- 
land. 

Juho Fredrik Palm was born July 15, 
1861, at Pyhajarvi, Finland, and had emigrated 
to the United States, Eva Johanna Ostlin was 
born at Uusikaupunki, Finland, on September 
14, 1870, When she emigrated, she came first 
to Montreal and then to the United States. 
Hannah and John were married at Calumet, 
Michigan, in 1903. After spending the summer 
(on @ homestead in North Dakota battling wind, 
drought and hail, they moved to Butte, Monta- 
na, where John worked in a copper mine. 

It was at this time that land was being of- 
fered for homesteads in Alberta. John’s only 
stipulation was that there was to be lots of 
trees and water supply on his land. After John 
filed his claim by telegraph, he began to worry 
that they would lose the homestead if it were 
riot lived on, As the money John was earning 
at the mine was needed, it was decided that 
Mrs. Palm with 17 year-old Frank, 6 year-old 
Allie, and baby Willie, born January 3, 1904, 
should go ahead. So it was that in January 
1905, they travelled to Red Deer with other ho: 
mesteaders — the John Heikkenan family, the 








Wiliam, Hannah, Mary and John Paim 





Frank Hietala family, Mrs. Niemi and her year- 
old son, and John Pesola. August Koski 
brought the Palm family from Red Deer to stay 
with Henry Johnsons who lived across the 
lake to the south-west from the Palm homes- 
tead. They lived with Johnsons while Mr. 
Hussa and Frank built a two-room log house 
overlooking the lake. The furniture which they 
had brought with them was taken across the 
lake on the ice and covered until the house 
was completed. John joined the family in Sep- 
tember of that year when he came with Pete 
Holappa 

Three children, Fredrik, Carl and Ruth 
Marie died in infancy and are buried on the 
homestead. Maria Johanna (Mary) was born 
March 25, 1914. Willie and Mary both attended 
school at Boyle after it was opened. 

For many years, the nearest post office 
was at Evarts. Often the trip was made on foot 
for supplies and mail. When the railroad 
reached Eckville in 1912, they began dealing 
there, In 1916, Mr. Palm applied for and was 
‘granted authorization to open a post office at 
Paim Bay. He made weekly trips to Eckville to 
pick up the mall. Some names of families re- 
ceiving mail from Palm Bay were John Bytty- 
nen, Henry Docken, Pele Holappa, Frank 
Johnson, Oscar Karjala, Erik Maki, John Net- 
sel, Ray Steele, George Turner, John Uptand 
‘and Ray Wright. The post office remained 
opened until 1922 when a rural route out of 
Bentley was opened and Mr. Carritt hauled the 
mail 

Palm Bay was a meeting place for the 
community. Many a picnic was held there dur- 
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aim Bay from the fake in eary 1990's 


ing the summer months with neighbors enjoy- 
ing swimming, boating, and visiting with 
neighbors over coffee and good food. A spe- 
cial musical treat was in store when John 
Plathan's band from Rocky Mountain House 
would come for the day and play for every- 
‘one's enjoyment. 

John and Hannah Palm retired to Sylvan 
Lake in 1997. He passed away in 1939 and she 
in 1945. They are buried in the Sylvan Lake ce- 
metery. 

Frank married Hilma Staudinger of Sylvan 
Lake. They homesteaded north of Eckville. Af- 
ter living at Manyberries and the States, Frank 
returned to Finland and then went to the 
U.S.A. in 1934. He passed away in 1937. 

Ailie married Ole Solberg. They lived west 
of Bentley on their farm until their retirement 
to Benalto, They had two children, Melvin of 
Abbotsford, 8.C. and Fred in Montreal. Ole 
passed away in 1976 and Alc is living in Red 
Deer. 

Bill married Irene Johanson in 1924. They 
lived in the Boyle district on the CPR quarter 
where the Boyle school ws built. They moved 
in 1981 to their farm north-east of Eckville 
which they bought from John Hilstad. They 
moved to another farm near Condor in 1955. 
‘They had eight children: Leo, who lives in the 
Forshee area, Phyllis Erickson, Thelma Stani 
forth, Ron and Bill, all of Eckville, and Betty 
Johnston of Edmonton. Harold died in 1937 


and Jack in 1978. Irene passed away in 1979, 
Bill is retired and living at Condor. 

Mary married Laurel Nielsen of Benalto in 
1948. They have one son, Gary, who also lives 
at Benalto with his family. 

When one thinks of the many hardships 
‘endured by our pioneer ancestors, we marvel 
at their courage. Many not only left families 
behind but came to a new land with very little 
money, not knowing the language, not know- 
ing what the future held for them. We, who fol- 
lowed after are fortunate to have ancestors 
with so much strength, 


PALMER, BRADY 
By Agnes Palmer 


Brady and Mamie Palmer came to Bentley 
from lowa, U.S.A. in 1903. At that time they had 
two boys, Guy and Dale 

In. 1902 Brady built his house on the homes- 
tead, N.W. 24-40-2-5, which was later owned by 
Ed Haarstad and now by James Haarstad. 

Mamie died in the fall of 1902, after Ervie's, 
birth, and he was kept by Mr, and Mrs. John 
Damron for a year after that 

Mamie's sister, Julie Weller, Julie's brother, 
Wes, and Julie's daughter, Mamie, came from 
the States in 1902 and Wes built the house, 
which they lived in, at 52nd Avenue and SOth 
Street, This was later owned by Dave Shumaker, 
then Bob Damron and is still being lived in. 

Brady married Julie's daughter, Mamie, and 
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they had two children, Myron and Alberta (Alta). 

The family left the homestead and came to 
Bentley and ran a pool hall and confectionary 
which was later destroyed by fire 

‘A few years later Mamie passed away and 
Brady was again left with a family with no 
mother. 

Julie and Wes Weller then moved back to 
the States but Brady stayed here and raised his 
family until Myron was sixteen and the others 
were all married. 

Guy married Edith Hankins and Dale mar: 
ried Annie Hankins. Ervie married Anna (Babe) 
Raymond and they all eventually moved back to 
the States, except Ervie, who stayed here and 
became a barber. Ervie and Babe had two 
daughters, Lucille and Frances. Babe passed 
away when the girls were four and five years ald 





PALMER, ERVIN AND FAMILY 
By Agnes Palmer 

Ervin Palmer and Agnes Holmen were mar- 
ried in 1930 and moved into the house where 
Agnes still ives, The house was built in 1908 by a 
Mr. Hansen and has had some additions and 
renovations over the years. It was heated by 
‘wood and a coal and light was provided by gas 
and coaloil lamps. Later there was a light plant 
operated by the Thorp brothers, Frank and 
Percy, which supplied light until midnight. If a 
bridge game was in progress at that time, we 
brought out the coaloil lamp, which gave a 
pretty dim light after the electric lights, The 
water was supplied by a pump at the back 
door, which required a lot of elbow grease to 
operate. Every Saturday the boiler was filled 
ready for the Saturday night baths and the 
children scrambled for the first bath when the 
water was clean and warm. Sunday night the 
boiler was again filled and put on the stove 
ready for Monday's wash, which was done on 
the scrub board and the same tub that had 
been used for Saturday night baths. After the 
clothes were washed, the water was used t 
scrub off the verandah. 











When we were married in 1930 we had a 
Ford coupe. We later sold it, hoping to replaceit 
with a car big enough to accomodate all the 
family, but never could afford to replace it. With 
the take from the barber shop of $50a month. for 
which we paid $10 a month rent, and a family to 
feed, there was no extra money. We couldn't af 
ford to go into debt and | doubt if we could have 





got a loan, even if we had wanted one. We 
bought the house from my mother, Louise Hol- 
‘men, with no down payment, very low monthly 
payments and interest at 1%. 

My dad and mom gave mea cow when I left 
the farm - a Shorthorn - and we sold it and 
bought a Jersey cow from Ed Chowen as wehad 
a barn in the back yard. We also had a few 
chickens, so we had our own milk and eggs. 
Many a meal consisted of potatoes, eggs and 
possibly a milk pudding, which the children 
really enjoyed. There was usually a large bag of 
Putfed Wheat, which was always handy for a 
quick breakfast, with toast made from home- 
made bread, and, of course, there was always 
‘Sunny Boy cereal, that had to be cooked but was 
delicious with brown sugar and good Jersey 
cream on it. One of the sad times for the whole 
family was when our Jersey cow got sick and 
died on a Sunday. There were a lot of tears shed 
that day by all the family. We finally got another 
Jersey as we had to have our supply of cream 
and milk. We also managed to churn the odd 
pound of butter in a lttie glass Daisy churn. 

Ervie barbered in alittle shop which was just 
east of the brick building, now owned by Louis 
Wine. He later bought the pool hall and barber 
shop from Mr. Affleck, which was located on the 
north side of the street and barbered there until 


his death in 1944 





Ene Palmer and daughters, Lucile and Frances - 1930, 








Agnes Palmer and family 





Ervie had two girls from a previous mar- 
riage, Lucille and Frances. Lucille joined the 
navy and married Pat Manley. They had two 
sons, Dennis and Jimmy. Dennis was killed in a 
boating accident in Halifax on his sixteenth 
birthday. Pat, Lucille and Jimmy came back to 
Alberta and Lucille is employed at the Red Deer 
Hospital. 





Derold Pal 


ir in Oslo, Norway. 
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Frances married Albert Stephenson and 
they had three children, Gayle and twins Linda 
and Lloyd. Frances died several years ago. 

Thad a son, Dennis, who passed away at the 
age of seven in 1933. 

Ervie and | had a son, Derald, and two 
daughters. Joyce and Carol 

Derald married Kathy Evans, who taught 
schoo! in Bentley. They moved to Fox Creek, 
where he was Supervisor of the Chevron Pro- 
duction Oilfield and chairman of the Town 
Council in Fox Creek, until he passed away in 
1976. The arena in Fox Creek was named the 
"Derald Palmer Arena’ in his honor. Kathy still 
lives there and teaches school. They had three 
children; Terry, who is married; Patricia, who 
goes to University, taking Petroleum Engineer- 
ing and Allen, still in High School 

Joyce married Dave Turnbull and they have 
three boys, Rodney, Bradley, and Randy and a 
daughter, Janice. 

Carol married Rennie McKean from Manit- 
oba. They live in Bentley and have two girls and 
one boy; Jeannie who married Roger Stotz, and 
a daughter, Roxanne, and a son, Grant. Roger 
and Jeannie have a son and a daughter. 


PARK, JAMES AND SUSAN 

Jim Park was born and raised west of In- 
nisfail, after his parents had immigrated from 
England in 1900. 

Sue was born at Big Valley but stayed 
with her uncle, Joe Quinlan of Elnora, after the 
death of her parents, when she was very 
young. She met Jim when she was teaching 
near Pine Lake. They were married in 1940 and 
moved to Shouldice, Alberta, where Jim was 
assistant grain buyer for the Pioneer Grain Co. 
Later, he changed to the U.G.G. and they 
moved to a siding called Cygnet, west of Red 
Deer. A year later this elevator burned, after 
being struck by lightning, and it was never re 
built, The Parks moved to Prevo. While at Cyg- 
net, Sue had taught at the Burnt Lake school. 

After buying grain at Prevo from 1942 to 
1952, they and their 3 children, Lavern, aged 6; 
Judith, aged 4, and Russel, aged 1, bought the 
Ed Lofgren farm. They built a new house and 
sold the original one to Mr. & Mrs. Peter Van- 
Derleek, Sr., who remodelled it after moving it 
to its present location overlooking the Blind 
man Valley. After having lived in many areas, 
the beautiful Blindman valley seemed the ideal 
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spot for the Parks to raise their family and 
start farming. They moved there in July of 
1952 

‘The first year hail relieved thom of harvest, 
worries and repeated the performance in vary- 
ing degrees of severity for eight of the next ten 
years. Until then there had been no hail in the 
district for almost twenty years. Cash was 
scarce but their new home, modem and with 
indoor plumbing for the first time, made it all 
seem worth while, Sue returned to teaching in 
Bentley, after a leave of absence while the child- 
ren were small. 

In 1961, just before school started, Jim 
lost his lower arm in a swather power-takeotf 
accident. This was very upsetting to all, but 
the three children - two in their early teens - 
were really good to help. The whole family 
pitched in to do chores and get meals, both 
before and after school. The crop was still to 
be combined, and Lavern, having some knowl- 
‘edge of the cattle care and the machinery, be- 
came a man over night, as Russell was only 
ten. 

‘The Parks knew they had moved among 
good friends but at this time their kindness 
‘was unbelievable. Sue would come home from 
‘schoo! to find a "bee" of men and machines in 
the field, accompanied by another “bee” of la~ 
dies in the house providing the food, or some 
of the family would find a cake or pie sitting 
on the cupboard ready for their supper. She 
and Jim have never been able to forget all that 
was done for them at that time, 

They started farming with a second-hand 
Case tractor, a few pieces of machinery, a 
faithful old team of horses (Barney and Lady) 
and a small herd of Hereford cattle. The land 
was nearly all under cultivation with good rich 
soil, so when it didn't hail, the crop was good 
land the debts grew smaller. Sue also added to 
her education as the years went by. 

One day when the children were small 
she slipped out to the chicken house for some 
eggs. While there, the bull came over and 
stood at the door. Being terrified of bulls, she 
waited and waited and finally, in desperation, 
broke a piece off a roost to use in defense and 
made it back to the house, Another time, when 
Jim was in the hospital with polio, she was try- 
ing to tie the milk cows in the barn but went 
up on the wrong side, and the old cow pushed 
land held her against the wall, The harder Sue 





pushed, the harder the cow pushed too. Final- 
ly, she managed to wiggle out and get back to 
the children, who she had again left by them 
selves in the house, This happened shortly after 
moving to the farm, and, as later, the neighbors, 
‘came to the rescue. Henry and Billie Pickering 


saw that the cows were always milked. If the 
barn lights didn’t come on when they should, 
Henry was right over to see what was wrong, 

The children took all their schooling in 
Bentley, with the exception of Judy, who, due 
to severe asthma, took her high school in Red 
Deer. Her asthma did improve when off the 
farm. She was married and had 2 daughters, 
Denise and Lisa. Unfortunately, she died sud- 
denly at her home in Calgary at the age of thir- 
ty-one, from an acute asthma attack. Her girls 
still live in Calgary with a friend of Judy's, 
whom she had chosen as guardians. 

Russ is a land surveyor, working from an 
office in Calgary, where his work takes him to 
most parts of Alberta. He likes his work but 
has hopes of some day owning a ranch. He 
spent six months in Denmark, before complet- 
ing his education, as an Agricultural Exchange 
Student. While there, he enjoyed a visit to Ro- 
me. 

Lavern took Mechanical Technology at 
SAIT after which he worked in Calgary. In a 
couple of years he decided the city was not for 
him, so he and his dad bought the Van Siyke 
farm in 1969 and he started farming. Two 
years later he underwent open heart surgery 
as a result of a birth defect. The operation was 
‘a complete success and he now owns and 
lives on his own farm, although he and his dad 
continue to work together. 

‘The Parks, now semi-retired, still live on 
the farm and treasure the years that have been 
spent there. 


PARK, JOHN AND FAMILY 
By John Park 


The John Park family moved to Bentley 
from Radway, Alberta, in April, 1946. While 
they were newcomers to the area, they knew 
some of the families who had preceded them 
from Radway - the Knight, McLachlan and 
Wenger families. 

‘They bought their farm from Blaine Hutton 
and soon realized their move had been a good 
‘one. This community was much more progres- 
sive, with rural electrification, telephones, roads 


and other services providing avery comfortable 
lifestyle. 

The family of John, Grace, their chil: 
dren, Herb, Clint and Lorraine and John's 
mother, Mrs. May Park, enjoyed the commun- 
ity and its many activities. John gave music 
lessons to many children in the area and both 
he and Grace were active in the choir of the 
United Church. John spent the summers tra- 
velling throughout the province adjusting hail 
damage to crops for the Alberta Hail Insur- 
ance Board. 

The children all attended school in Bent- 
ley, Herb graduated with the class of 1956 and 
Clint and Lorraine continued their education 
in Red Deer, where the family moved in 1960. 

Mrs. May Park passed away in 1963 at the 
age of eighty seven. 

Herb married Charlene Szasz in 1961 and 
they now reside in Edmonton with their family, 
Beverly, Jim and Jeffrey. 

Clint married Betty Jehn of Red Deer and 
they live with their son, David, in Calgary. 

Lorraine is married to Clay Larson of Ke- 
lowna, B.C. and they have two sons, Eric and 
Scott. 

John and Grace moved to Kelowna in 
1973 and enjoy health and happiness there to- 
day. 


PARK, RAY AND HELEN 


Ray came from Kerrobert, Sask. in 1936. 
He worked in the area and married Helen 
Wheeler, of the Forshee district, in 1941. They 
live on what is known as the Whitworth farm, 
S.E. 10-41-1-5, and have three children, Victor, 
Dean and Berdee, who are all married, Victor 
farms in the area, Dean lives in Calgary and 
Berdee in Edmonton 


PARKINSON, R.J. and FAMILY 

Richard Parkinson came west to Alberta 
from Manitoulin Island, Ontario in 1908. His 
wife, Ruby Parkinson (nee Wilson) came west to 
Alberta from Fenelon Falls, Ontario, in 1909. 

In 1913 Mr, & Mrs. Parkinson met in Edmon: 
ton, where both were settled, and were married 
that year. At this time Mr. Parkinson was 2 
carpenter 

Their eldest son, Gerald, was born in Ed- 
monton in July of 1914. The family moved to 
Ohaton in 1916, and took up farming in that 
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area, Their second son, Francis, was born here 
in 1916. In 1918the family moved to the Forshee 
district and continued to farm. Their third son, 
Gordon, was born here in 1920, and then the 
family moved to the Rainy Creek district. In 
1926-27 they bought the old Lubeck place and 
moved in there. Their only daughter, Jean, was 
born in the Bentley Hospital in April of 1930. All 
four children attended Carritt School 

All the boys joined the service and spent 
time overseas, during the Second World War; 
Gerald and Gordon in the army and Francis in 
the Air Force. 

Gerald was married in England in June of 
1943 to Winnifred Whitehouse, of London Eng- 
land. Their first son, Raymond was born in Lon- 
don in March of 1944, Winnie was oneof the first 
English War Brides to come to the Rainy Creek 
istrict, arriving in January, 1945. Gerald re- 
turned from overseas, to the farm, in September, 
1945, and they settled in the Rainy Creek dis- 
trict. Their second son, Jim, was born in the 
Bentley Hospital in April, 1950. There was a 
blizzard the night before Jim was born, and we 
couldn't get out of ouryard to get to the hospital 
So we phoned Fred Nelson, so he came with his 
tractor and pulled our truck out to the highway. 
We got to the hospital at 10:00 A.M. on the Sun- 
day morning, and Jim was born at 3:00 P.M. the 
same afternoon, so all was well 

Gerald and his family stayed on the farm 
until 1955, then moved to Sylvan Lake, where 
they lived until 1958, during which time Gerald 
drove schoo! bus from Sylvan Lake to Red Deer 

They sold the farm in 1958 to the Hagerman 
family of Sylvan lake, and moved to Calgary that 
same year. Gerald went to work for the Alberta 
Department of Highways. In 1960 he was trans- 
ferred to Lethbridge, where they still reside, 
Gerald retired in 1979, after 21 years with the 
Government, 

Gerald’s son, Raymond, joined the army 
when he was 17, and has now done 20 years 
service. He married Janet Carlson, of Leth- 
bridge, who was a registered nurse, graduating 
from the Holy Cross Hospital, of Calgary, in 
1969. They have two sons, Kevin and Keith, 
aged 10 and 8. After two postings to Germany, 
and one to Cyprus, Raymond ang his family are 
now posted to Regina, Sask 

Jim Parkinson, a graduate of Lethbridge 
Collegiate institute works for Calgary Power 
Co. and resides at Raymond, 20 miles south of 
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Lethbridge. He married Jean Fraser of Let 
bridge in 1975. In September of 1977, four days 
after her 24th birthday, Jeannie was killed in a 
car accident south of Lethbridge. 

Jim is now married, to Gillian Bulmuer, of 
Lytham St. Annes, Lancashire, England, and 
they are still residing in Raymond. 

Francis Parkinson went to work for Alberta 
Government Telephones when he returned 
from overseas. He married Evelyn Grant, ma- 
tron of Bentley Hospital, in 1949. Francis retired 
from A.G.T.in 1976 after 30 years service. He 
and his wife are now living at Camrose, and 
enjoying their winters in Arizona 

Gordon Parkinson was married in London, 
England in 1945, to Betty Page of London. Gor- 
don returned to the Rainy Creek district in Janu- 
ary, 1946, and was followed by Betty in May of 
that year. ‘They took over the family farm and 
farmed there until 1952. Their first son, Chris, 
was born at the Bentley Hospital in July of 1947. 
Their second son, Malcolm, was born in Bentley 
in December, 1948. They sold the home place in 
1952 and moved to Sylvan Lake. Their daughter, 
Deborah, was born in Red Deer Hospital in Oc- 
tober of 1954 

After numerous jobs around the country, 
Gordon went back into the army in 1957. He was 
posted to Ontario and Germany before retiring 
from the army in 1970 after which they settled in 
Edmonton. 

Chris is now serving with the Royal Cana- 
dian Navy at Esquimalt, B.C. 

Malcolm married Pat Harper in Edmonton 
In 1970. They have two sons, Darren and Blain, 
aged § and 3. Malcolm has been with Simpson- 
Sears for the past ten years, and they reside in 
St. Albert, Alberta. 

Debbie is now working and living in Edmon- 
ton. She is not married, 

Gordon was a victim of cancer and passed 
away in Edmonton, September, 1977. Betty stil 
lives in Edmonton. 

Jean is a graduate of Red Deer Composite 
High School, and was married to Donald May of 
Sylvan lake in 1952. They have four children; 
Dan now 27, Barbara, 26, Kelly, 19, and Jack 
12, They have their own business at Sylvan 
Lake. Dan works for an oil company in Calgary, 
land was recently married to Lori Olinski of Ha: 
milton, Ontario, Barbara recently married Mark 
Wilson, and now lives at Sylvan Lake. Kelly and 
Jackie are still at home. 

















Richard and Ruby Parkinson retired from 
the farm when the boys returned from the war, 
and moved to Sylvan Lake, where they lived until 
they passed away. Mr. Parkinson died in the 
Eckville Hospital, February 22, 1962, and Mrs. 
Parkinson died in the Red Deer Hospital, June 
2, 1967. Both are buried in the Bentley 
Cemetery, 





PAULL, JOHN W. (JACK) AND FAMILY 
By Stella Paull 


John Lawrence (Jay) Paull came to Ca- 
nada in 1907, from Clarksville, Missouri, and 
spent about ten years in the Edmonton area 

Sadie Paull (French) was born in Minnesota 
and came to Canada with her parents, Angus 
and Nancy McBride French, in 1894, and ho- 
mesteaded near Gull Lake. By 1896 they left 
their home and moved to High River by covered 
wagon: Most of their neighbors had gone to the 
Klondike gold rush so they sold their horses and 
wagon and returned to Minnesota. 

In the spring of 1899, homestead life called 
them again and they were once more bound for 
Alberta and settled four miles east and one mile 
south of Gull Lake. In later years they moved to 
Lacombe. 

There were four children from this mar- 
rage, two boys and two girls, Sadie Paull was 
‘one of them and the others were Ethel, Harvey 
and William, 

Jay Paull and Sadie French were married in 
1913. They worked in Edmonton for about ten 
years then went farming at Westlock, Nanton 
and Donalda. Later they returned to Lacombe 
and Jay worked for the C.P.R. In the spring of 
4932 they moved to Haynes, Alberta and went 
farming, 

Thay were ardent bridge players 

After Dad passed away in 1957, Gram 
moved to Lacombe. She later married Delbert 
Whitesell and they lived in Red Deer for some 
years. Gram passed away in June, 1979, 

From Jay and Sadie Paul's marriage there 
were three children; Harvey, Jack and Evelyn. 
Harvey lives at Westlock and Evelyn Pyper at 
Joftre 

Jack was born and raised in Lacombe, Al- 
berta, He took his schooling, Junior and Senior 
High School, in the old Nelson school there. 
After he finished school, we farmed and worked 
for neighbors. 

In the spring of 1936, Jack came to Bentley 














ck and Stella Paull Feb, 1, 1939 





to the farm of Herold and Rea Peterson and 
worked for them. It was through them and Lai 
rence Peterson | met Jack. Jack and | were mar- 
ried February 1, 1939. We worked for Bernard 
Hedemark. west of Blackfalds and the Wynd- 
lows near Gull Lake and later for D. Nagy and 
George Stephenson on his mother’s farm west 
of Bentley, 

In 1949, we decided to go farming on our 
‘own and with Jack’s parents so rented the J.B. 
Cundiff farm one half mile from Haynes, forfour 
years and then the Seal farm, three miles from 
Haynes, for five years, 

Hopedale school was on the Cundiff land so 
we boarded the teachers. We charged them 
$30.00 a month, which was a lot of money at 
that time, and we enjoyed them all 

In 1945, the V.L.A. came around and bought 
up land for the Veterans, The farm we were rent- 
ing was sold but we were lucky enough to find 
land at Bentley and moved there in 1950 to the 
Gimbel quarter and next year bought the Carritt 
quarter, which has been our home since that 
time. Some of our good neighbors were the Bill 
Wetzel family and the Glen Nelson family. 

We had two sons, Lawrence and Edward 
They attended schoo! at Hopedale at Haynes, 
Carritt school in the country and Junior and 
Senior High in Bentley. Both are married, Law- 
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\ce and Joyce (Harmon) and Brian Weber live 
at Bentley and Edward, Sharyn (Langmuir) 
Pamela, Leanda and Jayson at Eckville, so we 
have 1 step-grandson, 2 granddaughters and 
‘one grandson. 

Lawrence and Edward both attended Cubs 
and Scouts and 4-H clubs, Rev. Thackeray was, 
leader of the boys club and Walter McNary and 
Lloyd Rasmussen were District Agriculturists 
connected with the 4-H, Gus Bruns was princi- 
pal of the Bentley school. 

Jack farmed and worked for A.|. He loved 
farm life, his Charlois cattle, horses, people and 
playing bridge, just as his folks did. He worked 
for Lacombe A.1. and Tom Mellis’A.I. for twenty 
three years in all and was club leader of the 4-H 
Dairy Club for ten years. 

Iwas born and raised in the Sunset Hill 
district west of Bentley, My hobbies are few and 
far between. | worked at the Bentley butcher 
shop and bake shop for Mrs. Lulu Thorp and 
Wilfred for several summers. | also worked for 
R.E. Chowens and Dr. Henry and helped Dr. 
Henry bring Alfred Raabis, son of Carl and Ethel 
Raabis, into this world, Later | worked in 
Holmes’ store in Bentley and Leal's store in 
Lacombe. My parents, Jennie (Haarstad) 
‘Skjonsberg. Martin Skjonsberg and step-father, 
Gus Skjonsberg lived on the farm. Both my 
father and step-father have passed away but my 
mother, at the age of eighty five, is stil living in 
Bentley in her own home. 

We always said we couldn't have found a 
better district than Bentley to call home but we 
missed our friends at Haynes, too. 





PEABODY AND WOODS FAMILIES 
by Marion Cabelka 


Mr. & Mrs, J.C, Carritt came to the Rainy 
Creek district in April, 1901, and homesteaded 
the S.W. 4-40-1-W.5, "Their nearest neighbors 
were Mr. & Mrs. Woods, who homesteaded the 
SE. quarter of that section. The Woods’ 
daughter, and son-in law, Frank and Eliza 
Peabody had settled on the N.E. quarter of the 
same section 4. 

The Woods and Peabodys had come from 
Ohio, and lived together in the parents home. 

In delving into the history of Mrs. J.C. Car- 
ritt's family, it was found that two families of 
Peabody, brothers John and William, had sailed 
trom England in 1626, settling, along with other 
Pilgrims, near Plymouth, Massachusetts. Frank 
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Peabody was a descendant of one brother, and 
Mrs, Carrit, of the other. 

‘The families became good friends and vi- 
sited back and forth often, always an foot, The 
Woods milked several cows, churned and sold 
butter, and often sent some to their neighbors. 

Shortly after proving up on their homes 
teads, the Woods and Peabodys sold out and 
moved to Rimbey. Fran Peabody operated a 
blacksmith shop and the women ran a boarding 
house for several years, before again moving to 
a farm in that area, 


PEACHEY BROS. 
By Gertrude Damron 

In 1908, Fred and Frank Peachey came from 
England and took up homesteads seven miles 
west and one mile north of Bentley. They each 
homesteaded @ quarter and built a house on 
Fred's place, where they both lived. In 1918 they 
sold everything, including the land, and moved 
to Victoria, on Vancouver Island, B.C. They both 
married after moving to the Island and the origi 
nal farms have been sold many times. Mr. and 
Mrs, Lou Burles are the present owners. Both 
the Peachey brothers are deceased 





Mr. & Mrs. Frank Peachy 


PEARSON, ALBIN and FAMILY 


Albin Pearson was born April 20, 1902, at 
Ryley, Alberta of parents who had emigrated 
from Sweden. His father, Emil, came to North 
Dakota from Sweden, to homestead in the 
1890's. He sold out and returned to Sweden to 
get a bride before homesteading at Ryley, 











Wedding of Albin Pearson and Hilma Ecklund - 1926 


On Jan. 12, 1926, Albin married Hilma Ek 
lund at Ponoka. She was born July 3, 1909, at 
Ponoka, of parents Aldor and Anna Solberg 
Eklund. Anna Solberg Eklund was born to Eric 
and Mattea Solberg, and was a sister to John 
Solberg, 

As newlyweds, Hilma and Albin lived in 
Ponoka and Peace River before buying the N.W. 
48-40-2-W.Sth, four miles west and one mile 
south of Bentley, in February, 1929. It was pur- 
chased for $3200.00, or $20.00 per acre. Hilma 
and Albin were the sixth owners of the land. It 
‘was homesteaded in 1903 by amannamed And- 
erson, who had a large family of girls. He sold 
the land for $10.00 per acre and returned to the 
United States, An Oklahoma man was the se- 
cond owner in 1912. He was certain there was 
oll on the property, so he arranged for a train- 
load of oil machinery and pipe to be shipped 
from the States. It was ready for shipment when 
it was discovered he could not finance the ven- 
ture, so it was never shipped. The third owner 
was a bachelor who broke a lot of the quarter 
with horses, The next owner was Pete Chris- 
tensen, who in turn sold it to his son, Martinas 
Christensen. “Tinas”. ashe was called, livedina 
house by Rainy Greek, which ran through the 











‘SW, corner of the farm. Hilma and Albin lived 
by the creek for 1 years, until the rest of the 
quarter was cleared. In 1930 Albin built a hip 
roofed barn. The roof was put on in the balmy 
weather of January, 1931. As soon as the barn 
was built Allin moved their small home from the 
creek side, north to the central border of the 
quarter where the farmstead still stands. This 
small house was added to at two different times 
to make space for the family 

Four children were born to Hilma and Albin: 
Doris Evelyn, July 30, 1929, in the original Ben- 
tley Hospital on 50th Avenue; Pearl Lorena, 
March 15, 1933, in the new Bentley Hospital 
Norman Albin, October 20, 1935, in the Bentley 
Hospital; and Glen Stanley, on June 24, 1937, in 
the Bentley Hospital. The year Glen was born it 
had rained steadily for one week prior to his 
birth. ‘Albin knew the north road to Bentley was 
too muddy for travel as Stephenson hill would 
be almost impassable, so they took the south 
roadline to town at 4:00 o'clock in the morning 
With no gravel surface, the road conditions 
made travelling a bit tricky. 

In 1939, Albin, with the help of Olaf Seland 
from south of Sylvan Lake, built the farm home 
where Norman and his family reside today. He 
was able to plaster in December, something 
people had told him he couldn't do until spring, 
The 1930's were not easy years, but they always 
had milk, meat, chickens, and garden produce. 
Hilma was known for her large, beautiful 
gardens, In 1931 they started with one swarm of 
bees, In 1939 they kept ten colonies of bees. 
Albin purchased a used four frame reversible 














Doris, Pearl, Norman and Glen Pearson - 1939, 
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honey extractor for $20.00, from a man living 
S.E, of Camrose. There have been bees on the 
farm ever since. 

All four children attended Stephenson 
School. It was a one teacher school, % mile 
north of home, and usually had 20 to 25 pupils. 
Some of the teachers were; Miss Craig, Miss 
Colburn, and Miss Mary Gambel. The children 
walked to school, hail or snow, and rarely 
missed a day due to illness or weather. Forhigh 
school, Doris, with Helen and Mary Morison, 
boarded with Mrs. Cole in Bentley, who lived 
east of the high school, Her high school years 
were interrupted one year while she studied pi- 
‘ano under Madame Leginska in Los Angeles. 
Pearl, with Christine Johnson, boarded with 
John and Gertrude Erickson and also at Carritts 
while attending Bentley high school. The family 
attended the Seventh Day Adventist Church, lo- 
cated in the country 2!émiles south and one mile 
east of Bentley. 

The first family car was a second hand 
Model T Ford bought in 1928 in Ponoka. Many 
did not have cars in the 1930's. The next family 
‘cars were a 1928 Whippet and a 1935 Packard. 

Hilma and Albin had a mixed farm and dairy 
until their sale in 1959, Hilma died from cancer 
in May, 1962, Albin continues to reside on the 
farm ina small house built by his son, Nor- 

Doris took nurses training in New West- 
minster, B.C. She married Robert McDonell, 
December 31, 1976. they reside in West Vai 
couver 

Pearl took nurses training in Portland, 
Oregon. She married D. Russell Kyes, Jan. 30, 
1959. They have two sons; Rent Lowell, born 
April 21, 1963, at Portland, Oregon, and Rod- 
ney Wayne, born April 3, 1966, at Portland. 
They reside today at Pendleton, Oregon. 

Norman married Diane Jeanine Hilde, June 
19, 1968, at Monroe, Washington, and they 
reside in the farmhome built in 1939. They have 
three sons; Scott Norman, born May 18, 1969, 
Clark Anthony, born Jan. 6, 1970, and Ward 
Nathan, born March 24, 1974. the children 
were all born at Lacombe General Hospital 

Norman began working with Clarence 
Hanks, keeping bees, while still a high school 
student. In 1960 he purchased equipment and 
began keeping bees independantly, and con- 
tinues to do this work. His honey extraction 
plant is the former Sunset School on the Pt. 
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N.E. 21-40-2-W.5, seven miles west of Bentley. 

Glen married Dorothy Vivian Stanwick, Oct, 
2, 1960 at Burnt Lake, which is south east of 
Sylvan Lake. They have three daughters. Jao- 
queline Brenda, born Aug. 7, 1961, Lynette 
Irene, born Aug. 17, 1964; and Tammy Ladelle, 
born May 29, 1967, all three at the Bentley Mu 
nicipal Hospital. For two years after Dorothy 
and Glen were married they lived in the little 
house on John Erickson’s farm. Then they built 
a log house on the east side of the Sunset Hills, 
on the N.E. 21-40-2-W.5, to which they moved in 
the spring of 1963, and where they presently 
reside. 








PEDERSON, ELMER & FAMILY 


Elmer Goodwin Pederson was born April 
3, 1898, in Siston, South Dakota. He received 
most of his education there and in 1912he came 
to Alberta with his parents, Goe and Emma Ped- 

‘They arrived in Lacombe, lived therea short 
time, and then settled on a homestead 10 miles 
west of Bentley. 

On April 26, 1919, Elmer married Ella 
Christianson. Ella was born Feb. 20, 1901, in 
Siston, South Dakota, and came to Alberta in 
May of that year with her parents, Pete and 
Marie Christianson. They settled in the Bentley 
area also, and Ella attended the Stephenson 
School. 

After their marriage they resided on the ho- 
mestead ten miles west of Bentley for about nine 





years, In 1928 they moved to southern Alberta 
and farmed near Retlaw for three years. This 
was an unfortunate move as the drouth struck 
the prairies and after three crop failures they 
returned north to the former homestead and 
farmed there for anumer of years. This was the 
depression years and farmers would haul their 
hogs by team and wagon to Bentley, when the 
market price was as low as three dollars for atwo 
hundred pound hog 

Their farm was one of the favorite stopping 
places for many people as they made trips to 
and from Bentley and Lacombe by team and 
wagon. Everyone was always welcome to stay 
overnight. Eimer was fond of horses and many 
late nights were spent horse trading with friend 
and neighbor 

Ella spent most of her time cooking coffee 
land making meals, as there was always lots of 
‘company, which they enjoyed. 

‘They lived in various other places; the Gilby 
area for a short time; and on an acreage at the 
north end of Sylvan Lake for awhile, Then they 
bought @ home in Bentley and Elmer hauled 
cream for the Bentley creamery for eight years. 

In 1971 they sold their home in Bentley and 
moved to Rocky Mountain House, bought a 
trailer, and are living on an acreage in the same 
yard as their son, Elwood. There were four 
children, who all attended Sunset Hill School, 

The eldest is Ethel, born May 15, 1920, 
who married Robert Stephenson on Feb. 10, 
1944, They live in Bentley and have five child- 








Eimer Pederson farm homestead 





10 miles west of Bentley 1912 





Emer and Ella Pederson - 1919 





ren; Marilyn, Keith, Judy, David and Wendy. 
Pearl Pederson was born at Bentley, Feb. 
322. She married Harry Petruk from’ Mun= 





5 
dare. Oct. 29, 1941. Harty was a hotel man- 
ager at Rimbey, Olds, Waskatenau and 


Edmonton, where they still reside. They have 
five children; Gloria (Mrs. Bob Esperson) who 
lives in Olds, and has two daughters, Garry is 
married and lives in Edmonton, and has two 
children. Grant and Ken live in Edmonton and 
Garth is still at home. 

Ervin Pederson was born at Lethbridge, 
Noy, 1, 1928. He married Evelyn Skjonsberg 
from Bentley, and lives on an acreage on the 
west end of Bentley. They have a hog buying 
station there. Ervin is also managing Rimbey 
Auction Mart and has an interest in the busi- 
ness. They have three children; Larry and 
Stanley who live in Bentley, and Denise, who 
lives in Red Deer 

Elwood Pederson was born Oct. 26, 1933, 
in Bentley Hospital. On Jan. 15, 1955, he 
‘married Mary Lukos from Leedale, They lived in 
various places including Bentley and Olds. In 
1967 they bought an acreage east of Rocky 
Mountain house, where they operate an auto 
wrecking business. They have three children, 
Brian, Dean, and Brenda, who are all living and 
working at home, 


PETERSON, GOE & EMMA, AND FAMILY 
by Clara Willson 


We came to Canada in 1912, leaving Sis- 
seton, South Dakota on August 27. 
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Mother, (Emma Peterson), brought her par- 
ents along. Their names were Esten and Regi 
nald Bergo. Esten was 77 years old, and 
Reginald, 81 years, 

Our family was Mabel, Elmer, Clara, and 
Ida. Three months after arriving in Alberta, 
Mother had twin daughers. One twin died at 
birth, and the other, Gladys, lived to be 16 years 
old. 

Dad brought two carloads of settlers effects 
a week before we arrived. This consisted of four 
horses, three cows, furniture and machinery. 

We arrived in Lacombe on Aug. 23, where 
Dad had rented a house for a month. 

In September we moved west of Bentley, 
arriving at the Christenson home the first night, 
where Mrs. Christenson put us up for the night 
She had a family of fifteen, but told us, "Where 
there is room in the heart, there is room in the 
home!” 

Next day we moved to the John Vig farm for 
a year. That year Ida, Elmer, and | went to 
Stephenson School. Our teacher was Miss Ber- 
tha Hutton who is now Mrs. Ray Miles. She is 
now 92 years old and is living in a Calgary nurs- 
ing home. 

The next year we moved to the Fred Erick- 
son farm. That year we went to Saima School. 
Most of the children were Finnish, Some Grade 








‘Some of the Goe Peterson family in 1914 
Back row L to R-Clara-Emma (Mrs. Goe Peterson), kd 
Front row -L to R- Grandpa and Grandma Bergo (Em 
'ma's parents) and sister, G 
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Ones couldn't speak English. So the teacher 
had me, (Clara), take them into the cloak room 
and teach them. | would point to my eyes, 
ears, and nose, and get them to say it 

remember the lunch. I'd take ahard boiled 
‘egg, small bottle of milk, and good homemade 
bread with jam 

From there we moved to Grandpa's homes 
tead, 10 miles west of Bentley, 

Mabel married John Anderson, from Round 
Hill, Alberta. Elmer married Ella Christenson, | 
married Floyd Willson, from Chigwell, Alberta. 
Ida married Bill Hankins. 

Mother and Dad moved back to Bentley, 
June 20, 1920. They moved back so Gladys 
could get her schooling. We didn't goto Sunset, 
as going over those wild, winding roads, we 
were afraid of wild cattle. 

‘After coming from South Dakota we had our 
school on the comer of our land, and then the 
last four years we lived in town. 

So, the homestead was pretty wild to us, 
Now the paved highway goes right overthe land 
and the spring where we got our water runs 
under the highway. 

‘Coming back to Bentley in 1920, Goe and 
Emma bought a house and three lots for $750.00 

Mother passed away in 1954 and Dad 
passed away in 1945, 

(Our Grandpa and Grandma Bergo had only 
a few years in Canada. They are buried in the 
Vig Cometery. 


PETERSON, HENRY AND ALICE AND FAMILY 
by Ethel Raabis 


Married on May 17, 1905 at Lacombe, 
County of Alberta, Province of the North West 
Territories, Canada - Henry Christian Peterson 
and Alice Adelaide French. Officiating, the Rev. 
Matthew White; witnesses Eliza White and H.E. 
Standish. 

Alice was the daughter of Wm. and Sarah 
French, early settiers in the Gull Lake Area. Wm. 
French, born in 1838 in Glengarry County, On- 
tario, was a widower with grown children when 
he married Sarah Wyatt McBride in 1864. Sarah, 
born 1848 in Starmont County, Ontario, was a 
widow with two children, Nancy and Bill. Wil- 
liam and Sarah had one child, Alice, born June 
23, 1885 at Redwood Falls, Minnesota, 

In 1900 the William Frenchs emigrated to 
Alberta, filing a homestead on the N.W. 16-40- 
28-4 in the Gull Lake area, a couple of miles 








south of the present Aspen Beach Park. Their 
homestead joined that of Angus and Nancy 
French, who had preceded them in 1894, Alice 
attended the old Gull Lake school for one year, 
later helping out at times at the Wiese stop-over 
house at Wieseville, now Aspen Beach, andalso 
at the Cummings saw mill 

‘Angus and Nancy French were the son and 
‘daughter of William French and Sarah McBride, 
respectively, and were married in Ontario in 
4889. On their arrival in this country in 1894, 
they settled on the banks of the Blindman River, 
about three miles south of what is now Bentley. 
Their trading centre was Red Deer, a two-day 
trip over non-existent roads, fording the Red 
Deer river at the old Red Deer crossing 

In the late summer of 1897 they decided to 
return to Minnesota. This was the year of the 
Yukon gold rush, and most of the few settlers in 
this part had departed for the gold fields. The 
‘Angus French family headed south that fall by 
covered wagon, getting as far as Pincher Creck 
when winter set in. The outfit was sold and the 
trip finished by train. 

In the spring of 1898 they returned to the 
Gull Lake area, settling near the old Gull Lake 
school, the S.W. 16-40-28-4, The first winter 
Nancy, Angus and their three children lived in a 
sod shack. The following summer, with the help 
of a few neighbors, a fair-sized log house was 
built. Different people used this house as their 
welling until 1944, 

The Angus French home soon became a 
half-way house for early settlers, most of them 
heading west of Bentley. It was a full day's trip 
by team and wagon from Lacombe tothe French 
farm, where they would bed down on the floor 
and continue their journey the next morning. 

Angus and Nancy sold out in 1907 and 
moved to Lacombe, where Angus died in April 
1936. Nancy continued to live in Lacombe until 
her death in April, 1950. 

‘A few years after Alice’s marriage, William 
French sold their homestead and bought a few 
acres of land with two houses on it, in north Red 
Deer, just across the track from the old North 
Red Deer School. Here they supplied board and 
sleeping rooms to workers of the Great West 
Milling Co. until its closure. A young lady from 
Bentley, Alice Blish, helped with the boarding 
house and Tom Harper worked for the milling 
‘company during this period. 

William French died July 15, 1915. Sarah, in 





later years, moved to Lacombe to be near her 
daughter, Nancy, and died there March 5, 1936. 

They are both buried in the Bentley Cemetery. 

With the death of Nancy French in April, 1950, 

the family name of French was no more as there 
were no male heirs. 

Henry Peterson, born in @ sod shack Oc- 
tober 29, 1880 at Platte County, Nebraska, was 
the eldest child of Danish immigrant parents - 
Hans and Hansena Peterson. Hans Peterson - 
originally spelled Pedersen - was born July 28, 
1859 at Langeland, Denmark and came from 
Rengkipoping, Denmark to Nebraska in 1878. 
Hansena Jensen was born February 24, 1864, 
emigrating with her parents from Ville Denmark 
in 1867. Hans and Hansena were married in 
Nebraska on April 4, 1879. 

In the late summer of 1902a group of people 
from Platte County, Nebraska, had finalized 
their plans for emigrating to Alberta, With not 
too much opportunity in Nebraska, land being 
scarce, arid and expensive, encouraged by let- 
ters from the J.C. Carritt family, who have made 
the move a year previous, and the glowing litera- 
ture and posters distributed by the land depart- 
ment of the Canadian Pacific Railway, the 
decision to move had been made. 

Among this group of emigrants were Mr. 
and Mrs. Nels Nelson and their eight children, 
two nephews, Henry Stone and Henry Peterson 
with his young wife, Mabel, and baby daughter. 
Mr. Nelson, his two eldest sons and Henry Stone 
accompanied the car of settlers effects as pas- 
sage was free. Henry and Mabel Peterson and 
daughter would go with, and help care for, Mrs. 
Nelson, pregnant with her ninth child, along 
with her six youngest children on the passenger 
train three days later. The day before departure 
Mabet's parents arrived and they and Mabel in- 
formed her young husband, Henry Peterson, 
that Mabel would not now, or ever, go to Canada 
with him. With no way of getting word to Mr. 
Nelson, who had left three days earlier, and be- 
‘cause Henry felt he must honor his promise to 
look after Mrs, Nelson, he left with her on the 
train. On arrival at the border crossing at Portal, 
they were met by Henry Stone and the two Nel- 
son boys. Border patrol had evicted them as 
there were too many free riders with the settlers 
car. By pooling their resources, Mrs, Nelson 
and Henry were able to purchase passage for 
the three extra, 

On arrival in Lacombe, the passengers were 
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‘met by Mr. Nelson and the two earlier settlers, 
J.C. Carritt and Charles Garries, with their wag- 
ons, The first effect unloaded was a baby’s 
trundle bed, one of the few items Henry Peter- 
son had shipped. Being a despondent and 
broken-hearted man, he wanted nothing to do 
with the bed so he gave it to Mrs, Nelson, The 
trundle bed is now on display in the Red Deer 
Archives and Museum. Henry received word of 
Mabel’s death within a year or so, and a few 
years later of his daugher's death. Henry's pos- 
sessions at this time were a few cents in change 
and his baseball glove. 

This land these settlers entered was still raw 
and untamed, covered with lush grass and trees, 
instead of arid and dry. There werestill very few 
settlers - a small community of Scandinavian 
People west of Bentley, but very few to the 
south. Roads were only a wagon rut and rivers 
had to be forded. The village of Bentley con- 
sisted of asmall group of buildings, a store anda 
hotel. Lacombe was quite a thriving centre with 
less than a hundred permanent residents, but 
larger than Red Deer. The first priority of these 
early people was to bulld a shelter and acquirea 
horse, or horses and a wagon, a means of travel 
and for hauling necessities to be used to build 
up their homesteads. A great many arrived with 
their only assets being courage, muscle power 
and the will to work 

With his first ten dollars, Henry filed homes- 
tead claim on S.W. 32-89-1-5 and applied for his 
citizenship. The land was in the present Rainy 
Creek district, about seven miles south-west of 
Bentley. He immediately went to work to fulfil 
the conditions of the Homestead Act. He built a 
fair-sized house of log, cleared and broke, with 
an ox and his saddle pony, the necessary thirty 
acres of land thus qualifying for clear title, which 
he received from the lands department on Oc- 
tober 12, 1906. 

During the first years, as he worked around 
the country to make a few dollars, he met and 
became very fond of two families just west of 
Blacktalds, the Hedemark and Pete Lowe fami- 
lies. in either home he was always welcome and 
treated as a family member. His windmill and 
first cream separator were bought from Pete 
Lowe. 

One evening in the summer as he and his 
young friend, Ed Begert, rode into Blacktalds 
they spotted the local tavern's supply of wooden 
‘casks of booze being unloaded on the platform 





























































384 


that served as the train depot. Being young, and 
not above taking a nip or two, who could miss 
this opportunity! That night, well after dark. they 
rode back into town carrying a couple of large 
water buckets and a brace and bit. The town was 
quiet, the barrels of booze still on the platform. 
Crawling quietly beneath the piatform on their 
hands and knees, well aimed holes were drilled 
up through the platform and into the wooden 
barrels. Filling their pails with the stuff and leav- 
ing the surplus to run on the ground, they rode 
off, undetected, into the night with their brim- 
ming containers of contraband goods. 

In Rainy Creek, as in most early communi- 
ties, the first public facility to be constructed 
was a church. Rainy Creek Church was of log, 
on land donated by the Nels Neison family and 
was used, not only for the Methodist church 
services and Sunday School, but as the Com- 
munity Centre as well. It was at a chicken 
supper and social evening that Henry met the 
young lady, Alice French, who became his wife 
in 1905. Dad always said it was her home 
cooked goodies that won him over. Alice 
brought along to her new home, atlock of laying 
hens and her buckskin riding pony. We older 
half dozen Petersons all became cowboys on 
old “Fiortie.” With a flock of chickens, a couple 
‘of milk cows, a few pigs and agarden, their daily 
bread was assured. 

Their first child decided to make an early 
appearance, He was born at the French home, 
December 25, weighing in at a whopping three 
and a half pounds and was named William Hans, 
for his two grandfathers. He was ever after 
known as Bill, except by his mother. Bill had the 


stability of a true pioneer. He grew to 6'3" and 
weighed 250 pounds. 

Second son, Herold, arrived September 3, 
1907 and a daughter Mamie, January 20, 1909. 
‘Mamie died September 12, 1914. When she be- 
came ill, word was sent, via horseback, to La 
‘combe for a doctor, who was out on a call at the 
time. The doctor arrived three days later, just 
hours after Mamie’s death and the cause of 
death was listed as summer complaint. She was 
buried in the Bentley cemetery 

‘These early parents had to be a tough, selt- 
reliant people as birth, sickness and death were 
always near. Getting medical help in time wasa 
slim chance indeed, 

| Ethel, made my appearance May 1, 1912, 
Lenard, June 21, 1914 and Lawrence, October 
23, 1916 

‘About 1908 the folks, with the help of a 
neighbor, Judd Carritt - trapper, hunter and 
confirmed bachelor - built a good sized two- 
storey frame addition to the log house, two large 
rooms on the main floor and three bedrooms 
upstairs. Thispartisstill in use to-day, built in as 
part of the beautiful home of G. Coderre, built on 
fan acreage, and the remaining farmland is 
‘owned by Jim Nelson, grandson of Nels Nelson. 

‘A good part of the homestead had by now 
been put under cultivation, the remainder 
fenced and cross-fenced as pasture for the 
growing number of cows and horses. Horses 
supplied power for the farm machinery and 
means of travel. Having received clear title to 
the homestead, their first land was purchased in 
4908 - NW. 3-40-1-5, It was originally pur- 
chased from the C.P.R. by Llewellyn McCulloch 
in 1902 and sold to John W. Shirkey in 1808. 
Shirkey sold to Dad that same year, at @ price of 
$1,160.00, and the farm was located about six 
miles east of the homestead on the banks of the 
Blindman River. Today this land is owned and 
farmed by his grandson, Fred Peterson, 

Abit of data on G.P.R. land - on completion 
of the C.P.R. Trans-Canada line in 1885, the 
C.P.R. was awarded twenty-five million acres of 
land, the odd numbered sections tobetakenina 
forty-eight mile strip along the mainline. The 
C.P.R. was then given the privilege of taking the 
balance of the twenty-five million acres in town- 
ships of their own choosing, Even in that early 
‘era, the potential of this part of the country must 

have been seen, as they selected several town- 
ships the length of the Blindman Valley. When 





the surveying in this part of the country was 
completed in the very late 1800's, the C.P.R. 
became the owner of half the land in the town- 
ships in this area, with the exception of Sections 
11 and 29, which were set aside as school lands, 
Section 8 and three quarters of Section 26, in 
‘each township south of the North Saskatche- 
wan were Hudson Bay grants, The story is told 
that all early settlers made a point of cutting 
their wood rails and fence posts from oddnum- 
ered sections, 

With more land, more work, Ourmother, as 
‘most pioneer women, worked with the husband 
when possible - always the farm chores while 
Dad was in the field, spring and fall. A windmill 
had been installed which eased off the job of 
Pushing the old pump handle up and down for 
hours. All early homes had running water - you 
ran it in and you ran it out. How Mother ever 
coped is hard to fathom. There was no running 
to town once or twice @ week- very seldom once 
amonth-fora loaf of bread ora pound of butter. 
All baking was done at home in the wood- 
burning stove. Cows were milked to supply the 
family with milk, cream and butter. Our cream 
was churned in a large barrel churn, pushed 
back and forth with a handle. To keep cream 
fresh, the cream container was set in a barrel of 
cold water, changed numerous times a day dur- 
ing hot weather. Extra butter could be made up 
into pound blocks and sold at the store for afew 
cents. When getting to town became easier, 
cream was sold to the creamery and extra eggs 
to the store - this was grocery money. 

Each spring the broody hens were set with a 
clutch of eggs, to raise next year's layers and 
meat birds. A huge garden must be put in and 
tended all summer. In the fall the vegetables 
were dried, canned, pickled and put down in satt. 
brine, Potatoes and root vegetables were stored 
in the cellar, a hole dug beneath the house, and 
entered through a trap door in the kitchen floor. 

Berries grew abundantly everywhere and 
were picked in season, dried, canned or made 
into jams and jellies, and stored in containers of 
all shapes and sizes. My mother would take a 
bottle, fill it up to the neck with water, wrap a 
kerosene soaked string twice around at the wa- 
ter’s height, burn off the string, tap the bottle 
neck sharply and off would come the bottle top 
and presto, a jelly container. 

In the fall pigs were butchered, the meat put 
down in salt brine, the fat rendered for a year’s 
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supply of lard. With colder weather a beef was 
dressed out, cut up, the meat left to freeze and 
then buried in the grain to keep frozen. Alll the 
beef fat trimmings, the scrap pork fat not used 
for lard was rendered and made into soap - used 
for laundry, scrubbing and much of the time for 
hands and shampoo. 

{In the late fall Dad would bring from town 
the winter's supply of staples -sugar, salt, boxes 
of dried apples and prunes, bags of rolled oats, 
several hundred pound bags of Robin Hood 
flour and many little boxes filled with dried 
blocks of Royal yeast. The flour was used for 
bread, the staff of life, and the white cotton bags 
it came in a prized household item. The bags, 
when washed and bleached to a snowy white- 
hess, could be put to many uses. Two bags 
made a pair of pillow-cases or with a touch of 
fancy work added, a lunch cloth, Five made a 
good-sized double sheet. Dyed, they became 
‘window curtains or backing for a home-pieced 
quilt. Trimmed with colored thread, little girl's 
dresses and underpanties were made and many 
a little girl attended school with Robin Hood 
printed across her bottom. For herself, Mother 
made up camisoles, corset covers as they were 
known then. In a pinch the bags served as ban- 
dages, arm slings, head coverings and even 
flags waved by the women to announce meal 
time to the men in the field, 

With no special education and never having 
heard the word, Mother was a natural born re- 
cycler. When worn thin, the flour bags were re- 
cycled as handerchiefs, dust clothes and tea 
towels. Diapers, worn to the point of being 
strainers only, were marvellous dish wipers also. 
Eventually they were consigned to the rag bag, 
also made from a flour bag - one never knew 
when a good rag might come in handy. 

Clothes went the cycle. The soft leg backs 
from overalls, worn beyond patching, and the 
tails of worn out shirts became small boy's short 
pants and tops. Men's dress pants that had 
served their purpose, became neat skirts and 
jumpers for small girls. Heavy wool socks were 
darned with bits of yarn ravelled from worn-out 
knitted items. The parents were both adept 
darners and a sock could end up with a whole 
ew multicolored woven foot. When a day's 
work was finished, the old treadle sewing ma- 
Chine worked far into the night. Itwas a matter of 
parents pride that a family be always clean and 
neatly dressed. Given half a chance, Mom would 
have recycled the family. 











386 


Water for the house, three times daily - 
sometimes hourly - had to be packed in, two 
buckets at a time, the stove reservoir filled and 
two buckets on the water stand. No scientist 
with a degree was needed to tell our parents that 
fresh water was a precious item. They knew that, 
just by the labor involved keeping the house 
supplied, Bath time involved water. Water didn’t 
wear out, so recycle One round tin tub of warm 
water bathed all children on hand at that partic: 
Ular time. Water and bath time also added to 
family communication - the loudest communi- 
cator got to use the water first. The next day this 
same water, reheated, washed the clothes and 
being still warm and soapy, was used to scrub all 
the floors and was finally carried out andusedto 
water the rhubarb. 

In our early years, we all slept on 
straw-filled mattresses, with homemade wool 
land cotton quilts our covering. On cold, frosty 
mornings we all dashed down and dressed 
beside the wood-burning cook stove. One 
sizzling burn on the bare bottom taught us the 
proper distance to stand from the open oven 
door. Oven doors were marvellous things. 
Closed, they contained the heat in the oven, 
allowing bread, pies, cakes, etc., to bake. 
Open, the heat poured out. Wet boots, mitts 
land socks laid on the oven door dried quickly. 
Half frozen feet, a box af chilled baby chicks 
or baby piglets were soon warmed and revived 
by proper use of this same oven door. Caught 
short of chairs, it served as a place to sit and 
‘open oven doors were also great shin bum- 

Bumps, toothaches and sickness during 
our childhood, were all cared for in our own 
private health care centre -home. When winter 
colds developed, out came the home remedies - 
a pan of hot mustard water for the feet, hot 
ginger tea to sip and all this, including the 
victim, enveloped in a large blanket. The 
treatment was completed by being well rubbed 
with goose grease, covered in mustard plasters 
land sent to bed. The first cough brought out 
Mom's cough cure specialty - homemade toffee 
so hot with ginger it left the mouth on fire. No 
self respecting cold dared hang around forlong. 

‘A nail puncture in a bare foot was a common 
summer occurence, so common one didn’t 
‘mention it until the foot was too swollen and 
sore to walk on. Whipped up immediately was 
the bread and milk poultice - bread and milk, 
brought to a boiling mush and securely 








fastened, steaming hot, to the injured foot. On 
removal of the cold, clammy mess, there was the 


injured member, white, wrinkled and 
dead-looking, the pain and swelling gone. 

The cure for young toothaches was much 
more sophisticated - from Dad's ever present 
box of Copenhagen, a pinch of snuff tamped 
into the offending cavity with the sharpened end 
of a match. We still discuss the merits of the 
snuff cure. Did it stop the ache, or did the 
sudden nauseous stomach psychologically 
make us forget the ache? 

‘Spring time was tonic time. Every March, 
Dad insisting, Mom stirred up a two-gallon 
rock of very strong, unsweetened lemonade, 
laced with a handful of cream of tartar and 
Epsom Salts. Each morning, until the end of 
April, all family members - nursing babies 
‘exempt - imbibed their half glass. Tonic or not, 
there wasn't a runt in the bunch. 

Watkin's and Rawleigh’s carbolic salve was, 
used for our cuts and burns and for ore teats on 
cows. Red liniment of the same brand eased 
sore muscles of horse and man. Watkins and 
Rawleigh men were welcome visitors in the 
pioneer homes, passing on bits of news and 
gossip, picked up during their travels through 
the country. One such gentleman, aMr. Bone of 
Red Deer, called at our home for years. 

Ahomesteading must was keeping a supply 
fof wood on hand. Each winter Dad put up a 
year's supply from a stand of timber just west of 
Us, First the trees must be chopped down, 
limbed and cut into lengths, all by axe and 
muscle power, then loaded on the bunks of 2 
bobsled and hauled home. A wood sawing bee 
was organized for early spring. Neighbors 
helped one another until everyone's wood was 
cut into stove lengths, then split and let dry fora 
year. 

The marketing of any form of produce wasa 
headache in these early years, Lacombe being 
the nearest market centre until the railroad 
reached Bentley in 1917. As the years pro- 
‘gressed, the farm produced more grain, and to 
beat the almost non-existing grain market, Dad 
marketed his by feeding out hogs. A number of 
early farmers were doing the same. Thus, 
through necessity, the Blindman Valley became 
known as a great hog producing area. With no 
grading system in those days, farmers would 
plan to take their hogs to market on the same 
day - at first once or twice a year but later every 
month or two. The road to Lacombe was only a 


wagon trail and during the spring and summer 
rains it was a deep, gooey mess, full of potholes 
that could bury a wagon to the axles. A number 
of buyers were always on hand when the hogs 
arrived. Dad was known as a good business 
head and often did the bargaining for the whole 
group. 

‘These unbearable marketing conditions led 
to talk of a railroad to Bentley. These independ- 
ent pioneers did not wait for government or 
C.PR, to provide this necessity. A group of 
people from Bentley, Rimbey and Lacombe 
‘went to work and in 1909 procured a charter to 
construct their own railroad. Work started in 
1913, was halted for a short time in 1914, during 
the war, and then resumed. The first train on the 
Lacombe North Western Railway pulled into 
Bentley in November, 1917 - a ling that isunique 
in the Canadian history of railroads. Dad took 
the family in to watch the rail line laid into Ben- 
tley. The first grain elevator was installed in 
1918 so now produce need only be hauled to 
Bentley. 

The year 1923 saw the formation of the 
Blindman Valley Hog Pool, a leading livestock 
co-operative in Canada for many years. 

‘A short time pioneer was Dad's brother, 
Clarence, arriving from Nebraska in 1913 and 
returning in 1916. He settled on the land now 
owned by Lawrence and Joyce Paull. Two 
children, Edith and Kenneth, attended the Car- 
Fitt school and a daughter, Ruby, was born while 
they lived here, 

‘A few of our very early neighbors were 
bachelor brothers, John and Ray Steele. A mile 
north-west, reached by wagon trail through 
heavy timber, were the McKees, who had a 
grown family. A mile further on were the 
Youngs, an elderly couple we children ad- 
dressed as Grandma and Grandpa, and their 
daughter, Jenny. Their homesite was a pictu- 
resque spot. Their log house and barn, sur- 
rounded by a zig-zag log fence, sat in a small 
clearing in heavy timber, The house yard 
bloomed with lilacs and a variety of flowers. We 
children were frightened silly of their dog, Lad- 
die. South, on the north shore of Sylvan Lake, 
lived the Bigams, all adults, with the warmth and 
ability of making we young ones feel so wel- 
‘come and important. 

Our schoo! walking pals were the Thomp- 
son children, who lived with their mother a mile 
south. We would meet with Sydney, Frank and 
Phyllis, halfway to school and finished the 
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walk together. We received all our public 
schooling at the Carritt school, built in the 
early 1900's. Bill, Herold and | had a Mr. Do- 
naldson as our first teacher. We walked a mile 
east across our land and Henry Stone's. Lunch 
pails consisted of Shamrock Lard or Rogers 
Syrup pails and a bottle of milk was kept cold 
ina spring near the school 

The schoo! building, its only source of heat 
@ wood-buring heater in the corner, could be 
mighty cold during the winter months. Many a 
cold morning, teacher and pupils huddled 
around the stove seeking a bit of warmth. To- 
wards noon we were usually able to occupy our 
desks, still cloaked and galoshed. Bathroom 
Privileges were outdoor privies, the girls at the 
end of a path northwest of the school, the boys 
southwest, Unlabelled as they were, each pupil 
from day one instinctively knew which was his 
or hers, 

Dad served on the schoo! board from the 
early twenties for a good number of years. Dur- 
ing his term a much more modern school was 
built and after centralization, this building is stil 
used as a classroom in Bentley. The closing of 
the country schools led to a gradual decline in 
community involvement. 

In 1916 Dad purchased another quarter of 
land, S.E. 31-39-1-5, just west across the road 
from the homestead. He now owned and farmed 
three quarters - quite an accomplishment for 2 
young, penniless immigrant of just a dozen 
years previous. 

‘The year 1917 was the year of the big pur: 
chase. After an all-day, all-night discussion, 
Involving parents and older children, it was de~ 
cided to buy a car. In a few days we were the 
proud owners of a brand new Model T Ford, 
Price $600.00, What a glorious machine, al glis- 
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tening black, with smooth, shiny, bluish-white 
tires and a canvas top that could be raised or 
lowered. The younger ones were absolutely 
baffled as to what made it mobile, unbelievable 
to the children of today who areborn practically 
holding a steering wheel. Isthe same thrill expe~ 
rienced with the puchase of a car today? 

During the second summer on our new 
farm, the creek that watered the cattle, went dry 
and the one wall failed to produce enough water 
for our herd of cows. It was now a twice daily 
chore to drive the cattle north, down theroad, to 
water at Rainy Creek, We young ones thought 
this chore a lark and fought happily over who 
‘would get the best horse and saddle toride herd 
on the cows - an escape fram much more tiring, 
monotonous chores. We always had ponies to 
ride. One of Herold's winter sports was to out- 
race coyotes with his favorite saddle horse, The 
cattle were quite often wintered on the river 
‘quarter, feeding on the strawpiles from the fall's 
harvest. It was the responsibility of one of the 
older boys to open the water hole in the river 
each day. If the weather was nice, they would 
often flood the river from this hole, creating a 
mile-long skating rink, The whole community, 
men, women and children, would gather for a 
skating party. Skates were passed back and 
forth, so no one was left out. Many a hockey 
game was played with diamond willow hockey 
sticks. Winters of light snow, one could skate 
miles down the river or across Sylvan Lake. 

By next summer a new stock well had been 
dug, with a gas motor to pump the water. A fair 
sized building was constructed to house motor, 
pump and a new washing machine - a wooden 
two-tub affair with a wringer between the tubs 
and the whole thing powered by the pump en- 
gine, Wash water was heated in wash boilers on 
a stove installed in the same building. No auto- 
matic washer today will ever bring as much joy 
{as that machine, Until now, all washing had 
been done by wash board and tub or a hand- 
turned machine. 

Early life wasn't all “keep your nose to the 
grindstone”. The church and school were the 
centre of many social functions; in the winter, 
chicken suppers at the church and in the 
‘summer, school and Sunday Schoo! picnics, or 
just somebody's birthday to be celebrated. Re- 
membered picnics were not a weiner in a bun 
andacanof beans served ona government-built 
picnic table, Who couldatford weiners, and who 





expected the government to furnish you with a 
table? Snowy white table cloths were spread on 
the grass; each mother, an entrepreneur of food. 

The cloth was loaded with fried chicken, home 
smoked ham, homemade bread and buns, layer 
cakes, pie, cream cans of lemonade - made with 
real lemons - and freezers of homemade ice 
cream. That ice cream deserves special men- 
tion. One of our earlier possessions was a hand 
cranked ice cream freezer. In late winter, ice 
from Sylvan Lake was cut in large blocks, hauled 
home by sleigh and stored, packed between lay’ 

fers of sawdust, in a shed built for the purpose. 

Here it kept for most of the summer. With milk, 

eggs and cream always on hand, homemade, 

hand cranked ice cream was almost daily fare. 
What comparison can be made to the stuff pur- 
chased and eaten as soft ice cream today, in 
looks and texture resembling nothing more than 
a gob of frozen, brushless shaving cream. After 
the picnic, children’s races, tug-of-wars, pick- 
Up ball games were the order of the day, with 
young and old joining in. 

Ball teams were organizedin those very first 
years and enthusiastic ball games between 
‘communities were carried on all summer. Dad 
patticipated for years, putting the baseball glove 
he had brought from Nebraska to good use. 

Ithink the highlight of our summers was the 
July first celebration in Bentley. Everyone from 
every direction gathered, a giant picnic at noon; 
the afternoon filled with games, races and con- 
tests for young and old; the enjoyment of friends 
who might meet only this once during the year. 

By now the family was nine. Delmer (Mike) 
Ruth Alice and Alberta Sena Mae were born 
December, 1921, September, 1923 and July, 
1925, respectively. Alberta (Bert) arrived at the 
Nurse Curtis nursing home in Bentley, the only 
one not home-delivered. 

The littie house was beginning to bulge and 
the Model T to overtiow so Dad added a Model T 
coupe. Now the older boys gave up horses and 
took to wheels. In the summer, a granary was 
skidded up and used as summer sleeping quar- 
ters. The old kitchen was fairly long and quite 
narrow. Along the south wall sat a long dining 
table, with full length benches on each side and 
chairs at the ends. At mealtime it held our 
eleven, and very often a couple of extra play- 
mates. We fitted around nicely, always in the 
same order - big one, small one, and so on 
around the table. Through necessity, we 
earned to eat with our elbows tucked close to 


our sides, There was no reaching across the 
table or anyone leaving the table until all were 
finished eating. One couldn't get out until the 
person on the end moved and then all followed 
inorder. Mealtimes were quiet, orderly and well 
mannered, afar cry from what one sees today - 
whole families sprawled on the floor in front of 
the T.V., eating their meals. 


During the twenties, schoo! fairs were held 
annually in early September. Our district took 
part at Sylvan Lake. Here we competed against 
other surrounding schoo! districts. The Fair 
consisted of school work exhibits, cooking, 
sewing and livestock, all shown by public school 
pupils. Dad had a herd of Angus cows and each 
summer he would pick out a couple of good 
calves for the boys to show. These calves were 
groomed and taught to lead and first prize was 
quite often won by one or the other. One 
summer the boys went all out in their efforts and 
hada pair of very well-behaved animals, The day 
before the Fair, they decided to finish the calves 
off properly by giving them a good feed. The 
boys let the calves graze all afternoon on alush, 
late-growing crop of greenfeed. Now any selt- 
respecting cowman knows the effect this lush 
growth has on a calt’s elimination system and 
soon learns to keep well out of range of the 
lethal back end. The next morning Dad spotted 
what was happening to the calves and all hell 
broke loose. When provoked, he possessed a 
very picturesque, descriptive vocabulary andhe 
insisted that the boys take the calves to the 
fair. With everyone keeping at a safe distance. 
the beasts were finally loaded and delivered at 
the Fair. Whatever the animals were judged 
fon, conformation or other abilities, the boys 
and calves came home with a first prize. 


Each fall, during the twenties and thirties, 
Dad had a good-sized herd of cattle in the fat- 
tening pens - some of his own and some he 
bought as feeders. These animals had to be 
vaccinated, dehorned and branded before go- 
ing in the feed lot, a long hard day and dirty 
work. His brand 6U on the left hip, he had 
registered while still on the homestead and is 
now used by his son, Mike, The cattle were 
usually ready for market right after the New 
Year. Around Christmas time the cattle buyers 
were dropping by. One | remember, Bennie 
Hashman, called annually for years. A few times 
the cattle were sold to a buyer, but usually 
shipped to Calgary and sold through Calgary 
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Cattle Commissioners, Adams, Wood and 
Weiller. Whether sold at home or shipped, the 
cattle had to be driven to Bentley and loaded on 
the train, always, it seemed, the coldest day in 
January. If shipped for sale, Dad quite often 
rode the cattle train to Calgary and saw them 
sold. 

During a recent conversation with a well- 
off, retired livestock man, he remarked that wha- 
tever he had achieved in the livestock business 
he owed to this bit of advice given him by Dad 
many years before - “In the livestock business 
when everybody starts heading east, you go 
west”. The gentleman commented tad worked 
very well for him. 

A very large barn was constructed in 1927, 
Claud Wright of Bentley, being the carpenter, 
and the Titan tractor was replaced by a 15-30 
International. The farm was gradually moving 
into amore mechanized age. Bill was employed 
by the Municipal District of Lorne as a Cat 
skinner and the year 1928 must have given the 
folks 2 great sense of accomplishment as the 
Model T had been replaced by a new Chrysler 
sedan, puchased from Ole Boode of Lacombe, 
and a lovely, large new house was built. Many 
evenings the folks spent with the carpenter, 
Frank Hewitt of Bentley, finalizing their plans, 
Cement work and the fireplace were done by 
Bob and Charlie Woolgar, also of Bentley. The 
house still stands today, strong and sturdy, 
home of the youngest son, Delmar. 

Dad wasa very community minded man and 
over the years became involved in many com- 
munity affairs, He served on the board that 
formed and started a co-op store in 1922 and 
remained a board member until the sale of the 
store in the early thirties to Wm. Holmes. He 
worked with a committee formed to raise money 
for a new entertainment facility, the Bentley 
Community League. The present community 
hall was built and opened July 29, 1927. He 
continued serving as a board member for a 
number of years. These were the years of the 
Chautauqua - a very good class of live entertain- 
ment, that showed in Bentley for four days each 
winter for a number of years. Incidentally, on 
April 4, 1930, the hall hosted the first talking 
movie shown in town. 

Bentley and community were fast outgrow- 
ing the hospital facilities provided by a con- 
verted home in 1926. Government not being as 
involved as they are today, it was up to the peo- 
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ple to raise a great share of the money. The new 
Peterson home was used extensively for such 
money-raising projects as card parties, summer 
socials, teas, etc. The new hospital became a 
fact in October, 1932 

{In the early 1900's little thought was given to 
local governments, Gradually local improve- 
ment districts were formed, usually consisting 
of about nine townships, each with a councillor, 
who had no power to speak of. A small tax was 
levied on a per acre basis, with first taxes run- 
ning about four to six cents an acre. March 1 
1918 the Rural Municipality Act came into force 
and the Rainy Creek area became part of the 
Municipal District of Lorne #400, which elected 
councillors and a secretary-treasurer. Dad was 
elected as a councillor in the late twenties and 
served until the early forties. During his first 
years most road work was by horse power and 
manual labor, farmers could put in a certain 
amount of time in road construction, mainte- 
nance, etc., and payment was credited to their 
land taxes. Gradually all work became mechan- 
ized and full time work crews were hired. One 
such person, on an early thirties road crew, later 
became my husband, The municipality of Lorne 
became part of the County of Lacombe #14 in 
1961. 

Mom, for many years belonged to the Rainy 
Creek Ladies Aid. The club metonceamonth at 
member's homes, each taking their turn. A hot 
dinner was always served and in off seasons a 
great many husbands attended for the dinner 
hour, A collection was taken and the money 
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used by the club forlocal projects. From a Rainy 
Creek news item in the Red Deer Advocate, Feb- 
ruary 17, 1980. Quote: “The Rainy Creek Ladies 
‘Aid met at the Peterson home on Wednesday, 


with a very large attendance, nearly one 
hundred being present. Dinner, prepared by 
the hostess, was served cafeteria style. After 
dinner most of the men went to the river 10 
skate and the ladies held their business mee- 
ting”. Unquote, Rainy Creek news item from 
Red Deer Advocate, February 19, 1929. Quote: 
‘The Ladies Aid held their regular monthly 
meeting at the home of Mrs. H.C. Peterson on 
Wednesday. This being the first social gather 
ing since moving into their new home, an 
unusually large crowd attended, gentlemen as 
well as ladies. The dinner, prepared by the hos- 
tess, of which seventy partook, was served ca- 
feteria style and was disposed of in record time, 
after which a business meeting was held. An 
entertainment and social evening was an: 
nounced for February 20, at the Carritt school 
The collection for the day, which amounted to 
$12.10, was the largest since the Aid was formed 
in October, 1906." Unquote. 


‘On May 17, 1930, the community honored 
the folks at home with a twenty-fifth wedding 
anniversary surprise party. No lists in the stores 
in those days, just the neighbors and friends that 
cared, attended and presented them with a 
beautiful twelve piece setting of silver flatware, 

Dad had by now purchased the S?#35-39-1- 
5, a mile east. This land is now owned by the 
Josh Wilkins family. Spring work was, by now, 
accomplished by a combination of horse and 
tractor power’- this in the days before death- 
dealing chemicals, to keep the land weed free 
and sterile. Plants, wild roses, milkweed, 
brown-eyed susans grew profusely along road 
sides, every blueberrybush loaded with fruit and 
birds nested everywhere, Pigweed was unpol- 
luted and eaten like spinach. Weeds were kept 
under control by summerfallow and crop rota- 
tion, Hoe in hand, Dad would walk through the 
growing grain, loping off any Canada thistle 
that dared wave its head above ground. He 
treated the land as a precious resource and 
would tell us all to care for the land well as no 
more was being made, Until the thirties the only 
seed treatment used was a mixture of water and 
formaldehyde poured on and mixed in whatever, 
grain would be seeded next day. 

The early thirties - the years of twelve to 
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twenty-five cent grain and two cents a pound 
ivestock. Cropwise, the Blindman Valley suf- 
fered little compared to other parts of the pro- 
vince. The jobless roamed the country. Some 
years Dad had twelve to fourteen stookersin the 
field, one time an entire family - mother, father 
and two daughters. Turner Valley oilfield work 
had closed down, and with it their jobs. On the 
farm they were able to earn some cash, get three 
good meals a day and be picked up and deli- 
vered to their home in Sylvan Lake, Each fall 
Mom had a girl - hired girl they were known as 
then - to help in the house. 

By the forties few family members were at 
home, the farm becoming mechanized, com- 
bines were taking over from the threshing ma- 
chines, Lawrence was the big help, Mike having 
joined the army. All but Lawrence, Ruth and 
Bert were married and on their own, The folks 
bought a house in Sylvan Lake and spoke of 
retiring ~ always next year. On their fortieth 
wedding anniversary, Mike being home on 
leave, we all gathered and had our family picture 
taken in Lacombe. By now their health was 
failing a bit and they were going to take it easy. 
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rence, Herold, Lenard 


Lito R- Ethel, Alice, Alberta, Henry, Ruth. 


Dad died the following spring, June 8, 1946, at 
home, Mom moved to Sylvan Lake where she 
and Bert resided until Mom’s death at home, 
September, 1951. Mom and Dad are buried in 
the Bentley cemetery, 

Dad lived to see his vision fulfilled, the 
Blindman Valley a community of progressive, 
prosperous farms, his own one of the tops, The 
folks lived and worked in the Rainy Creek area 
through an era of extreme change, when the 
only roads were rutted wagon trails, fording riv- 
ers and winding across the land, to the day of 
straight, paved highways and high speed. 

During our growing up years, we children 
felt no sense of envy or deprivation. We were 
always well fed, clothed and warmly sheltered, 
To what should we compare our way of life? Our 
friends and neighbors all lived as we did. We 
were quite content and happy. 

| write this as a tribute, very inadequate in 
deed, to my parents and toall pioneers, who had 
the courage to face the unknown, to build 
homes, build up prosperous farms and raise 
families in an untamed land. Dag, the summer of 
1917, made his one and only trip back to Ne- 
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braska, On his return, he walked to the windmill 
and drank a huge amount of water, informing 
the family that it was his first decent drink since 
he had left home, 

Mother's scrap book and autograph album 
filled in the late 1800's and early 1900's, have 
been accepted by, and will be preserved as his- 
torical items in the archives of, the Red Deer 
Museum and Archives. 


BITS AND PIECES OF THE SONS AND 
DAUGHTERS 


Herold, Bill and Murray have their own 
spots in this book. 

Ethel married Carl Raabis of the Gilby area 
‘on October 15, 1934, We lived a couple of years 
in the Eckville area and Carl worked winters for 
the Eckville flour mill, firing boiler at one dollar 
per twelve-hour day, and during the summer for 
the municipal road crew. We moved south of 
Bentley, SE. 35-39-1-5 in March 1936, living 
there until 1939, when we purchased the S.W. 
8-41-1-5 and N.W. 5-41-1-5. Here we farmed, 
building @ new home in 1964, until our retire- 
ment in 1976. Wehavea family of three sons and 
two daughters. 

(Our son, Norman, born in April, 1936, spent 
many years in seismic work and five years as a 
supervisor in Egypt. Hore he met and married 
Vivian Askad of Alexandria, Egypt, moving back 
to Alberta and purchasing our home quarter 
with buildings in 1964. Norm and Vivian have 
two children, Sharon and Eric. 

Carole, born June, 1937, makes herhome in 
Lacombe. 

‘Alfred, born October, 1939, worked for the 
Federal Parks in Yoho, Banff and Jasper and is. 
now with Road Patrol. He and his wife, Judy, the 
former Judy Hirsch of Banff, have one son, 
Christopher. They reside on an acreage on the 
north shore of Sylvan Lake. 

James, born February, 1943, spent some 
years in seismic work; with the C.A.D.P. and 
now Is employed by the Village of Bentley. He 
and his wife, the former Faye Jarratt of the Gull 
Lake district, purchased and built a new home 
on our south quarter. They have three sons, 
Ashley, Bradley and Wesley. 

Patricia, born March, 1946, lives in Edmon- 
ton. She and her husband, Christopher Gay, 
formerly of Toronto, have a son and a daughter, 
Damien and Lindsay. 

Carl and | live in Bentley. Summers are 








spent fishing and camping, our winters idle. 
Lenard Peterson - worked for the munici- 


pality and in construction work. He married 
Rene Rozier of Sylvan Lake and they farmed in 
the Rainy Creek area until their separation when 
Len moved to Regina in construction work. 
Sutfering ill health, he moved back to Rimbey in 
1974, He died in September, 1976. 

Lawrence Peterson - worked at home for 
many years, was the mainstay during the war 
years. In later years he was employed in Saskat- 
chewan and southern Alberta, He underwent 
open heart surgery in 1971 and died April, 1972. 
Lenard and Lawrence are both buried in the 
Bentley cemetery 

Delmar (Mike) Peterson - purchased the 
home place after Dad's death, where he has 
lived and farmed up to the present time. He and 
his wife, Shirley, have two sons, Michael and 
Douglas. Shirley and Doug now live in Red 
Deer. Michael livesin Bentley and arms with his 
dad. 

Ruth Peterson Trout - has resided in Ed- 
monton for many years. Her husband, Harry, 
was a C.N.R. engineer untilhis retirement. They 
have a son, David, and a daughter, Sandra. 

Alberta Peterson Seemann - Bert's hus- 
band, Al Seemann, owned and operated a sei 
mic exploration company. They had @ son, 
Leslie and a daughter, Karen, and resided in 
Calgary until their deaths. Bert died in October, 
1968, Al in March, 1970. Son, Leslie, lived with 
Norm and Vivian Raabis from age fourteen. He 
married Robyn Wiese, daughter of Wilfred and 
Susan Wiese, and their daughter was born April 
14, 1981. Karen is a nurse in the Red Deer 
Auxiliary Hospital. Ethel Raabis, author of the 
Henry Peterson story, passed away in the late 
fall of 1981 





PETERSON, HEROLD 
by Herold Peterson 


| was born, September 3, 1907, on the 
homestead my father, Henry Christian Peter- 
son, had chosen on his arrival from Nebraska, in 
1901. My mother, the former Alice Adelaide 
French, came with her parents from Minnesota 
in 1897, who homesteaded the N.W. 16-40-28- 
Wath, 

I had one brother at the time, and we were 
followed by four more brothers and four sisters. 

My earliest recollections were the log 
house; the heavy brush surrounding the area. 





{As there were no built roads, people travelled 
the shortest distance possible to their destina- 
tion. This created a trail by our house, and 
seldom a day passed that someone didn't goby. 

Dad did all his farm work with horses, so it 
was quite a novelty to see our neighbors, Irvine 
and Clarence Stanley, driving a team of oxen by 
the house, or breaking land with them. We did 
not know the difference between oxen and 
cows, so presumed they were cows. We were 
also puzzled when we saw Mr. Burger with his 
first team of mules, and why they were different 
from horses. 

The well we had was deep, and pumped 
heavily, so Pete Clear, who had drilled the well, 
had no trouble selling Dad a windmill. | do not 
remember the day itwas putup, as Mother prob- 
ably kept us in the house to keep us out of the 
‘way. Many passers-by would stop to water their 
horses at the stock tank, and watch the windmill 
pump the water. It was quite a modern ad- 
vancement in that day. It was followed shortly 
after by the telephone. This was a big work 
and time saver, and a great help in time of ill 

| started school September 3rd, 1914. | re- 
member the day well, when my brother Bill and! 
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walked across the field one mile east to the Car- 
ritt School. William Donaldson was the teacher. 
He was just out from Ireland, with a number of 
other teachers, subsidized by the government, 
to relieve the teacher shortage in the country 
schools. He stayed four years. | continued to 
take all my schooling at Carritt School. | am 
sure it could tell lots of stories about life in the 
area over those few short years. The school 
picnics; Christmas concerts; quite often farm 
groups such as U.F.A., held their meetings 
there. My parents took us one night and it was 
quite an education, Everyone came by team and 
sleigh; some with bells on the harness, and 
many with hay racks or wood bunks. Light for 
the schoo! was provided by lanterns brought by 
some, and the smell of these, accompanied by 
smells created from big fur coats, boots, and 
blankets which smelled like horses; and this 
coupled by a number who used chewing t 
‘bacco and spiton the floor; made for an interest- 
ing evening. They discussed seed oats, stallion 
rings, then on to politics. About this time the 
U.F.A. were interested in politics; and forming 
their own party. The discussions became quite 
heated as the evenings wore on; some of the 
more socialistic ones trying to put their points 
across, The climax of the evening was the dog 
fight. Itwas acommon occurence to see at least 
a dozen dogs that had come with the teams and 
sleighs. About the time the evening should 
have been over, a real commotion took place 
and as soon as the door was opened, the dog 
trying to get away would run into the room, 
followed by the others, and then the fight was in 
the school room. After much kicking and shout 
ing the dogs were at last put out and order was 
restored. It was interesting that they always 
held their meetings on the Monday closestto the 
full moon, as this gave them better light travel 
ling to and from the meetings. 

In 1919 Dad purchased the Joe Carritt prop- 
erty, the S.W. 34-39-1-W.5th, and the E.%-33-39- 
1-W-Sth, with less than 30 acres broken. There 
was lots of hard work to break the land and getit 
ready for seeding. 





1924 was a memorable year for me as it saw 
my first trip on a train. The Department of Agri 
culture, wanting to upgrade the hogs in the Pro- 
vince, set up swine clubs, and junior members 
received a pair of pigsto care for and feed out. At 
a given time the members had to judge these 
pigs for quality, and | was fortunate enough in 
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winnirig a trip to Edmonton to the Provincial 
Judging. In this | won an award for placing and 
guessing the weight of some of the pigs. This 
‘was not only my first trip to the city, but also to 
the parliament buildings. | have often thought it 
was quite a trip for a country boy, and one | will 
always remember and cherish. Many times 
when going into the City of Edmonton, | have 
reclived that trip in my mind 

In 1933 brother Bill was working for the 
Department of Highways and was able to pur: 
chase the S.£.20-40-1-W.5th, and the N.E. 17- 
40-1-W-Sth | moved onto this place and farmed 
it. Bill and | , with a carpenter, built a small 
bungalow and other buildings. On March 14th, 
1935 | married Rebecca Catherine Chowen, 
(Rea), at the Chowen home, one mile south of 
Bentley. Itwas a quiet wedding with only imme- 
diate families present. Rev. McLennan offi- 
ciated. When we arrived home from our 
honeymoon, the mobile grain cleaners were 
there, so Rea pitched right in and prepared 
supper for them, and has been doing it ever 
since. 

We built a larger house in 1940, where we 
lived until our retirement. 

Our family consisted of Janet Gail, born 
November ist, 1987, Garry Herold, born June 
16, 1941, and two little ones we lost in infancy, 
Beverly Lynn, born in November, 1936, and 
O'brien Chowen, born in July, 1945. 








Herold and Reo Peterson - 1936 








‘As most of the land was bush it was aig job 
getting it all cleared and broken, and the roots 
picked, The war broke out in 1940 and it was 
difficult to get farm help, so in 1942 we bought 
our first combine, a Massey Harris pull type, 
No. 15. This was a great help with harvesting. 
‘We were encouraged to keep up production as 
best we could during those war years. Everyone 
worked, driving tractors and combines, and this 
was probably the start of women working with 
big machinery. While we were working those 
Jong hours there was a constant roar overhead, 
caused by the training planes from Penhold and 
Cold Lake; as well as convoys of army trucks 
going by on the roads and highways reminding 
Us of the war at hand, 

In 1946 Rural Electrification came to the 
farming area and we were hooked up. This was 
a great help in starting cars in winter as well as 
for lights and refrigeration. 

In 1946 the school bus system was started 
bringing the children from the country schools 
to the central school in Bentley. This has 
‘worked out real well and is a great convenience 
for the children; although the closing of country 
schools was protested by many. 

In 1955 we, as a family, became members of 
the Bentley United Church, and have enjoyed 
and appreciated the fellowship over the many 
ensuing years. | have been a member of the 
board for some forty years, and Rea was a 
member of the congregation since 1920, first in 
Sunday School, as a teacher, a member of the 
©.G.LT., and a choir member for many years. 

During the 1950's we were quite busy build- 
ing up the farm, as we had a cattle feed lot anda 
hog operation. We kepta married couple to help 
with the work. In winter we enjoyed curling and 
bonspiels in our spare time. 

Looking back over the years, Rea and | are 
grateful for having the pleasure of serving on a 
number of organizations in the community, and 
in the province. Rea served as president of the 
local Home and School and the first Library 
Board. She later became a board member of the 
Lacombe Regional Library. We were long time 
members of Unifarm, and Rea was a long time 
member of the United Church Women. | was 
chairman of the Blind man Valley Shipping As- 
sociation; the Federation of Agriculture, and the 
Bentley Seed Cleaning Plant. | wasalsoa provi- 
sional board member of the Lacombe Nursing 
Home. | also appreciated being invited by the 
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Hon. Henry Ruste, former Minister of Agricul 
ture, to act on a board to set up the Alberta Pork 
Producers Marketing Board, 

During the 1950's oil was found in the 
area. This created quite a boom for a few 
years, but it proved to be a shallow field, and 
was water flooded after three years, For a cou- 
ple of those years we heated our home from a 
well on our property. Following this, the Alb- 
‘erta Gas Trunk Line came through our prop- 
erty as well 

In 1967 Janet was working in New Zealand, 
0 we decided to visit her, and as well tour the 
South Pacific. We left Vancouver and visited 
Tahiti, New Zealand, Australia, Hong Kong, To- 
kyo, and Manila. We were away six weeks, and 
found the trip very interesting and educational. 

Garry had stayed on the farm after leaving 
school, and we set up 4 father and son agree- 
ment of the farming operation. This worked out 
very well fora few years. However, in 1970 Garry 
wanted to establish a home of his own, so Rea 
and | bought a home in Bentley and moved in 
April 1st. Garry took over complete manage- 











nd Herold Peterson 


ment of the farm, and later bought us out. He 
married Linda Giesbrecht in October, 1970. She 
is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. A. Glesbrecht. 
Garry and Linda have three children, Matthew, 
aged 9; who likes to play hockey: Justin 7, who 
likes to play the piano; and Angela, aged 4, who 
likes to visit at Grandma's house, We are fortu- 
nate to have our family s0 close; especially with 
our daughter, Janet, now living in Edmonton, 
and employed by Woodward's 





Our residence in Bentley has been a busy 
happy time. | was elected Mayor in 1971 and 
served in that position for six years. | enjoyed 
those years and the association with the staff 
and council members; the Red Deer Planning 
Commission, as well as the Red Deer Subdivi- 
sion Board. | retired from Council in 1978. 

| still ike to go to the farm and help with the 
chores or haul grain from the combine, and visit 
with the grandchildren, 

Rea likes to golf in summer and bow! in 
winter. Her specialty is singing with the Drop-In 
Choir. 
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PETERSON, MURRAY 


Murray purchased the N.W. 34-39-1-5 and 
the S.W, 3-40-1-5 in 1939 and still calls it home. 
‘The first known owner of N.W. 34 was a man by 
the name of L. McCullock. In 1904, Ed. Begert 
bought the quarter and later sold it to John 
Thierstein. Many people lived here over the 
years, John Zimmerman, Art Tatlock, Martin 
Reiter and Bill Begert. The first known owner of 
S.W. 3 was William Stidham. In 1904J.C, Carritt 
bought it and later sold it to John Thierstein, 

Murray was born Sept. 18, 1918, theseventh 
child of Henry and Alice Peterson, and attended 
Carritt school. He started at Easter time, April 
14, 1925 and his teacher was Gladys V. Jones. 

In May, 1939, Murray martied Reggal So- 
derberg and they have 2 children - Fred, who 
farms 214 miles south of Bentley and Wendy, 
who married Fred Goldring. Fred married 
Gloria Benson and they have 5 children and 
the Goldrings have 2 children and they live in 
Ontario 

For many years Murray played ball and 
hockey, but gave it up when his son decided to 
play. In later years Murray enjoyed curling and 
fishing. 

In the first two years of their marriage, Mur- 
ray and Reg had only a wagon and horses for 
travelling and also farmed with horses. The first 
tractor was an old Hart Parr, which needed five 
gallons of water for every round made in the 
field. 











For many years all entertainment was held 
in the Carritt and Durham schools - card parties, 
school picnics and Christmas concerts. The 
outdoor skating rink at Rainy Creek saw many a 
fast hockey game, but this all came to an end 


when the school closed in 1952 and the children 
were bused to the Bentley school. 

(One of the greatest events was when the 
power was turned on in 1948. Since then many 
changes have been made - many and different 
household appliances, up-to-date machinery, 
sprays and fertilizers. Even with these changes, 
good friends and neighbors remain on the farms 
in our district. 





PETERSON, WILLIAM H. & FLORENCE 


William H. Peterson was the oldest son of 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry C. Peterson. “Big Bill”, as he 
was known to his friends and neighbors, was 
born at Rainy Creek on the family farm, De- 
cember 25, 1905. 

He was Massey-Ferguson agent at Bentley 
for twenty-three years. 

Bill married Florence ‘Kenner, R.N. from 
Rimbey on October 20, 1942. They had one 
‘daughter, Margaret Ann, who married Wm, Mar- 
tin, Jr,, in 1964, There is one grand-daughter, 
Liisa, born May 10, 1966. 

Florence nursed in the Bentley Hospital 
trom 1937 to 1942, and was Matron, succeeding 
Lyla Tomsett. She could tell many interesting 
stories of nursing in the Cottage Hospital 





Cars owned by Henry Peterson. Hi 





gravel roads. 


nother and father drove up from Nebroska to Alberta in 1917 over dt andl 





Airplane in Bentley in 1920 Bil Peterson had ist ride 





Margaret has worked on staff and part time 
at the Bank of Montreal, Bentley. She is very 
proud of her Arabian Horses. 

Big Bill was very active in community af- 
fairs. He was involved in keeping order at local 
dances during the war years; was Santa Claus 
for the Board of Trade in 1964; was clown for 
the Town and Country Fair Parade in 1965. 

Bill was a member of several lodges; Ma- 
sonic, Scottish Rite, Shrine, and Elks. He was 
President of the Red Deer Shrine Club in 1965, 
the year that he donated whee! chairs to Central 
Alberta Hospitals. He was chairman of the com- 
mittee, responsible for the construction of the 
Bentley Senior Citizens Apartments; was on 
the committee for building the new United 
Church; and was a member of the Village 


Council and the Chamber of Commerce. 
Bill passed away January 14, 1975, 





Bil, Herold and Henry Peterson showing height of barley 


PETRO, WILL AND MYRTLE 


Will Petro’s homestead, N.E. 26-29-1-5, was 
rather rough with the river winding diagonally 
across it. He was a quiet, stay-at home type and 
batched for some time before marrying Myrtle 
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Denard, aneighbor girl much younger than him- 
self. They had one daughter, Hester, born after 
a few years but she died fairly young. Will died 
soon after and Myrtle continued to run the farm 
alone with some help from her brother, Clifford 

Myrtle became a very active member of the 
Lonely Hearts Club, which was sponsored by 
one of the weekly farm papers. Every mail day 
she drove down to her mail box with her old 
team and democrat, mailing her letters and re- 
ceiving a bundle in return. There was frequently 
a visitor with the mailman, as well as the letters. 

The visitors stayed for varying periods of 
time and helped with the farm work but the day 
eventually came when they departed with the 
mailman. Finally an eligible suitor was found, a 
widower with a good farm of his own. Myrtle 
sold her land, livestock and equipment and de- 
parted for Saskatchewan, where she lived happ- 
lly ever after. 


PETRY, GEORGE W. 
By Bertha Hueppelsheuser 


In the spring of 1908, George W. Petry 
with his wife and four children came from Pue- 
blo, Colorado to make their home in Canada 
George and his brother-in-law, Everett Biddle, 
shipped their machinery, one buckskin mare, 
one cow and a St. Bernard dog by freight to 
Alberta. 

‘They were headed for the Peace River but 
the conductor talked them out of going so far, 
persuading them that the best land in Alberta 
was between Red Deer and Wetaskiwin. Con- 
sequently they unloaded in Blackfalds. Mrs. 
Petry (Rachel) and the children came in July 
and the family lived in Blackfalds until fall 
When they moved out by the Blindman River 
on the McCoy farm, now known as the Reiter 
place. The winter of 1906 George worked for 
Mr. JW. Shirkey. In the spring the family 
moved to the farm now known as the Rudy 
Lowe place and planted a crop. That winter, 
George and Charlie Wells trapped lynx on the 
Needham Swamp. 

In the spring of 1907, George secured a 
homestead the N.E, 2-40-2-W5, six miles west 
and two miles south of Bentley, Moving to the 
homested was quite an adventure. The furni- 
ture was loaded onto a hayrack and tied down 
but the roads were so rough that things would 
constantly work loose. The road crossed nine 
creeks and of course there were no bridges. At 














George Petry family about 1925. 


the first creek cross the family met an old lady 
with her clothes and a wash board on her 
back. She travelled between Bergensons, near 
Bentley and Pete Lowe's place (a distance of 
fifteen miles) doing whatever washing she 
could, She wanted George to drive into the 
creek and let her walk on the tongue of the 
wagon and across the load to the other side. 
She couldn't understand why he was afraid to 
let her do so but he built her a crossing with 
brush and she passed aver. Finally after many 
delays the homestead was reached about six 
o'clock and there was enough daylight to get 
unloaded and settled for the night (in a nice 
new log house). That fall Rachel and Cecil, the 
eldest son hauled moss from the muskeg to 
chink up the cracks in the house, The next 
summer George plastered over the moss and 
cracks making a nice smooth wall, which 
Rachel whitewashed, giving them a really 
comfortable home. 

Before 1907 a homestead was a problem, 
Water for them had to be hauled by the barrel 
and the stock was driven to a spring a quarter 
of a mile from home. One day George decided 
he would build a drill for drilling wells. He 








talked his plan over with his bachelor neigh- 
bor, Carl Hilstad and between them they suc- 
ceeded. They drilled a well for themselves on 
both farms and they were in business. At first 
they used horse power and later had a gas en- 
gine, but found the engine more trouble than 
all the horses in Alberta! One of those wells, 
drilled in 1909 on the Martin Johnson homes- 
tead is still in use today with the original ca- 
sing, 

There were lots of prairie chicken, phea- 
sant and fish to be had and plenty of wild fruit 
which everyone enjoyed picking, 

It was four and one-half miles to schoo! 
and the children had to walk most of the time. 
In 1912 George decided the district should 
have a school and in 1913, mainly due to his 
efforts, a small school was built, It was named 
the Boyle School after the Inspector who 
helped George in getting the school built 
Trees are still standing today that George 
planted. In the fall when the children started 
back to school the first assignment the teacher 
asked for was a description of how everyone 
spent their holidays. This always caused much 
merriment because everyone had the same 





type of holiday; hoeing in the garden, picking 
wild berries, herding the cows and minding 
the younger children. 

In 1916 George sold the homestead to Mr. 
Christenson and bought a quarter section (SE 
36) in the Aspelund district. He built a house 
here but it was razed by fire about 1920 and he 
had to build again. 

Rachel and George raised eleven chil- 
dren, some of whom still live in the district to- 
day. One son, Leslie, gave his life serving his 
‘country in the second Word War. 


Cecil, 1899 - 1978 
Mary, 1901 - (McEwan) 

Leone, 1902 - 1980 (Alton) 
irene, 1903 - 1944 (Denney) 
Dorothy, 1906 - (Michener) 
Norman, 1908 - 1940 

Sylvia, 1912 - 1975 (Blish) 
Gordon, 1914 - 

Bertha, 1917 - (Hueppelsheuser) 
Grace, 1918 - (Thoman) 

Leslie, 1920 - 1944 


The Petrys were always interested in the 
community affairs and George served for 
many years on the Aspelund School board. 
George passed away in 1937 and Rachel in 
1954. They are buried in the Aspelund Ceme- 
try overlooking the valley and river that they 
loved so well 


PETRY, GEORGE 
By Mary McEwan 


Mary McEwan (nee Petry) came to the 
Blacktalds area from Pueblo, Colorado, in 
4905 with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. George W. 
Petry. They settled first in the village proper 
and then moved to several surrounding school 
districts. 

In 1913 she went to live during the schoo! 
year with her uncle and aunt, Mr. & Mrs. Metz, 
Who at that time lived on the “Light” farm, 
which is now owned by Merlin Hueppelsheu- 
ser. Mary was to accompany her little cousin, 
Lois Metz, to the Gull Lake school, a distance 
of two and a half miles. 

The trips to the school were hazardous as 
there were no roads - just trails and very few 
fences. The school, of course, had only one 
room with very little equipment or comfort. 
‘The teacher was Mrs. Fred Moore. 
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Mary remembers well being thoroughly 
scolded for writing her name, along with the 
other children, on the boards and walls of an 
old, unused schoo! building, 

‘The greatest problem Mary remembers of 
her trips across the untamed country was be- 
ing chased by a herd of cattle and a mean, 
cranky bull. As she and Lois were returning 
home, near the Caristrom farm, they heard the 
cattle approaching at a fast clip. Fortunately, 
the girls were near a slough and just beyond 
the slough were two fences running parallel 
up a lane to the Caristrom house. Mary and 
Lois began hurriedly jumping from one hum- 
mock to the next - sometimes missing, and, af- 
ter what seemed an eternity, they scrambled 
under the second fence as the bull lunged 
through the first one. The giris fled up the se- 
cond line fence to the house and were saved. 

(On another occasion, when Mary was alo- 
fhe, she was forced to climb through a clump 
of willows and climb a large balm tree, as the 
angry bull roared at the tree trunk. She later 
learned that this very bull had to be destroyed 
because he did attack a neighbor lady. 

Mary also helped another six year old girl, 
Ethel (Roe) Dokken to walk to this schoo! 

She remembers the social activities - the 
Christmas concerts, spelling bees, school pic- 
nics and she attended the church services 
which were held in the school 

(One of her vivid memories is the christen- 
ing of Max Moore and she was most im- 
pressed with his beautiful, long christening 
gown! 


PICKERING, ARTHUR 


Arthur Pickering was the fourth son of 
Robert Pickering, and took his schooling at 
Durham school. After this he worked for five 
years for his uncle, Henry Pickering, on the 
farm, 

In the fall of 1940, he left for 8.0. as his 
love, Gladys Wold, formerly of Syivan Lake, 
and her folks, Mr. & Mrs. S. Wold, had moved 
to Albion, B.C. They were married May 28, 
1941 and in 1942, Arthur joined the armed for- 
ces, where he served as an instructor in Mt 
Warfare until 1945, when he went overseas. 
Returning to Canada, he rejoined his wife at 
Albion and they bought a home there. 

(On May 31, 1946 their first son, Lawrence, 
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‘was born and on May 1, 1949, a second son, 
Bryan, was born. 

‘Arthur worked at the largest cedar mill in 
the world, He became rail shipper and con- 
tinued in that position for some years and 
then served as local shipper for the last 
five years, shipping record shipments of 
344,400 board feet a day and 4,232,607 feet a 
month. He retired June 30, 1977 atter serving 
the company for over thirty-five years. A sur- 
prise party of over seventy friends gathered to 
wish Art and Gladys the best on their retire: 
ment. 

Lawrence worked for fisheries for two 
years after leaving school, and then on con- 
struction for a year. He worked for Seafan Ma- 
rina for two years and married Carol Derosia 
but after seven years they separated. Law- 
rence moved to Hammond and is working in 
the B.C. Forest Products sawmill as a boom 
man. 

Bryan went to school at the Jericho 
school for the blind and completed grade 
eleven and twelve in Maple Ridge High. He 
works as an entertainer, singing and playing 
the guitar and fiddle. He married Darlene 
Brede in October, 1970. They played together 
and travelled over B.C. from Vancouver to 
Whitehorse, Yukon. They separated after nine 
years of married life 

He entered a contest on a “Search for Ta- 
lent” by Grand Ole Opry in 1975 and won in 
B.C. and then went to San Diego and won for 
the west coast. He was one of the top seven 
out of twenty thousand that made it to Nash- 
ville to play on the Grand Ole Opry, and also 
cut a few records which have been heard all 
across Canada. He is playing and singing in 
the Fraser Valley around Vancouver at pre- 
sent. 


PICKERING, HENRY AND CATHERINE 
By Louise Pickering 

Henry (called Harty) Pickering was born 
in Poulton, Cheshire, England, on June27, 1876 
land was the second son of Robert and Harriet, 
Pickering, He came to Canada in April, 1911 
Arriving in Edmonton, he got a job as a carpen- 
ter and worked as a finisher on the MacDonald 
Hotel and also on the University of Alberta 
building. 

In 1913 his sweetheart from Chester, En- 
gland, followed him out to this country. Miss 





Catherine Johnson was born on March 3, 
1875. Everyone called her Kitty. On her arrival 
she stayed with her brother, Tom Johnson, of 
Nanton, Alberta. She and Harry were married 
in Calgary on June 2, 1913. They lived in Ed~ 
monton until 1916, when they moved to the 
‘Sylvan Lake area and bought the N.W, 14-39- 
4-5 from Jule Morit. A Finnish couple by the 
name of Wartnau (spelling questionable) had 
lived on the place but had moved to a settle- 
ment east of Alix. They had built the log house 
that Harry and Kitty moved into. The logs in 
this house were all hewed, with dovetailed cor- 
ners. The logs were drilled and pegged every 
six feet and peat moss was used to chink the 
logs. Mrs. Wartnau had packed this moss for 
five miles on her back from Burnt Lake. The 
ceiling bears were grooved and fitted with 
hewed planks. Four inches of soil was used for 
insulation. The rafters were poles all pegged 
with wooden pegs. Sheeting was hewed poles 
and birch bark was used for shingles. There 
‘was not one nail used in building the house. 

Harry and Kitty worked hard clearing the 
land with axe and grub hoe and Kitty would 
pile the brush and burn it as Harry cleared the 
land. 

The Pickerings had no children but when 
the Robert Pickering boys were old enough, 
they each had a stint at working for Uncle 
Harry and for Aunt Kitty too, as there was al- 
ways lots of silver to polish. It was tradition tor 
the Pickering clan to go to Harry's for 
Christmas dinner and Aunt Kitty's plum pud- 
ding was delicious, 

They raised barred rock chickens and one 
time purchased the champion rooster at the 
Edmanton Fair for twenty five dollars. People 
said they were crazy but they sold setting eggs 
for five dollars a setting. However, a coyote 
soon had a good meal of their prize bird but 
they sold eggs for many years at a good price. 

‘One day Harry and Will went to town with 
fa load of pigs to market and stopped “at the 
pub for a fin”. They were singing at the top of 
their voices coming home and Kitty heard 
them. They stopped at Will's house to have 
some tea and eat something to sober up. Kitty 
didn’t wait but walked up there to see what 
was going on and from that day she always 
went along to town. 

‘They lived in the log house until 1938, 
when they built a new frame house, which in- 
‘cluded electric lights, indoor plumbing and a 





Henry and Catherine Pickering 


rock fireplace, but Harry's health started to fall 
and they decided to sell the farm. Carl Koots 
of Sylvan Lake bought it in 1946 and it is pre~ 
sently owned by the Guenthers. 

Harry and Kitty moved to Sooke, B.C. on 
Vancouver Island and they bought two lots 
with a two bedroom house. He made a bo- 
wling green on one of the lots and they en- 
joyed many friendly games with the neighbors. 

Kitty died November 20, 1955 at the age 
of eighty and Harry lived there by himself until 
1969, when he became ill. He spent some time 
In the hospital and then went to the home of 
hhis nephew and wife, Art and Gladys Pickering 
of Haney, B.C. His health improved so he re- 
turned to Sooke and surprised everyone by 
getting married at ninety four to Rosalie Pear- 
son. This marriage only lasted a few months, 
When he became sick again, and unable to 
manage alone, he was taken again to the Art 
Pickering home and he died on December 4, 
1971, at he age of ninety-five. He and Cather- 
ine are buried in the Sooke cemetery, near 
their home on Vancouver Island. 

Might add this bit of humor showing Old 
Harry's wit at ninety three years - His home in 
Sooke was across the road from a shopping 
centre. One night he heard a noise so opened 
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the window to see two men trying to break 
into the store. He called out to them and said 
“Hey, wait a minute. rl call the police and 
they'll come and help yal’ 


PICKERING, HENRY AND LYLA, 
By Henry and Lyla 

We live on the S.W. 26-39-1-5, which was 
Hudson's Bay land in 1800. Mr Russell Heenan 
leased the land from this company as it had a 
great deal of hay on it, but that year a terrible 
hail storm went through the district, comple- 
tely destroying the hay crop, 

Mr. Gulion purchased the quarter trom 
the Hudson's Bay about 1905, but the exact 
date is unknown. He had come from France 
and had some knowledge of oil, so he bought 
with the intention of drilling on it, He formed a 
company but they were unable to raise en- 
‘ough money to drill so he gave up the venture 
and returned to France. It would seem the oil 
‘companies didn't share his beliefs as no explo- 
ration has ever been done on this quarter. 

‘A Mr, Balou later bought the land and, in 
tur, soid it to Robert (Guy) and Sara Erskine, 
who had come from the United States. They 
farmed it for several years before selling it to 
his brother, John Miner Erskine, about 1923. 
They farmed it until 1944 and we purchased it 
in 1945, There was a small log shack on it, 
built, we think, by Mr. Balou. It was in this 
shaok the Lofgren family lived when they first 
‘came from Stavely, Alta,, to this district 

|, Henry was born in this district on Sep- 
tember 23, 1915, the third son of Robert and 
Mable Pickering. | took all my school at Dur- 
ham, which was just across the road from 
where we now live. | was a real sports fan and 
loved to play ball and hockey. On June 23, 
1946 | married Lyla Johnson, the youngest of 
five children of Fred and Lena Johnson of the 
Pine Hill district, nine miles south of Sylvan 
Lake. They had come to the district in the late 
1880's, 

Lyla's mother was born in Iceland, com- 
ing to Canada at the age of five. Dad was born 
in Gaida, L. Dalota, of Icelandic parents in 
1885, After coming to Canada as a young man 
he married Lena Illugeson in 1909 and moved 
to the homestead in the Pine Hill district where 
they farmed until retiring in Sylvan Lake: 

There was much work to be done on the 
farm. With three boys, hired men and their 
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‘own threshing machine, there was always a 
threshing crew around, When time permitted, | 
would take my horse for a good swift turn or 
go over to my grandmother's, Mrs. Gudfinna 
Johnson, for some of her great sugar cookies. 
Being a bit younger than my brothers, | had to 
polish their shoes and press their pants and do 
all sorts of favors to get them to take me to the 
dances, etc. | loved dancing, horseback riding 
and playing soft ball 

| lived for a time in Calgary, was married 
there, and had a son George. Later we came 
back to the country where | kept house for my 
brother Gordon. 

George was very mechanically minded. At 
the age of five he could recognize what neigh- 
bor was going by, just by the sound of the 
tractor, He was the cause of a big search ono 
day. He had been playing outside when | 
missed him, There was a lot of bush around the 
house, s0 after searching with no results, we 
went to a nearby school to see if they had seen 
him. The teacher and pupils joined in the 
search, followed by many neighbors on foot and 
horseback. We finally found him across the 
road, where he and his dog had been following a 
rabbit 

When Henry and | were married at Sylvan 
Lake by Rev. lan McSween, Gladys Woods, 
cousin of the bride, and William Pickering, 
brother of the groom, accompanied us. The 
sun was shining that day but it had been a 
very wet spring and, with very few gravelled 
roads, there was lots of mud to travel through. 
Needless to say, after the rehearsal we got 
badly stuck in the mud and didn't get home 
until the wee, small hours of the morning. 
‘There was such a line of muddy shoes in the 
porch, | can still see them. Some of the girls 
took off their shoes and walked in the mud. 
There was much scurrying around in the 
morning to get ready for the wedding in the 
early afternoon. We managed to make it back 
to Sylvan Lake and Gladys and | went to the 
hotel to change. We were so tired that we got 
the giggles, but managed to get to the church 
on time, My sister-in-law, Kay Johnson, had 
gone down to the basement of the church for 
a box of things and stepped into about a foot 
of water, as the basement was flooded. 

‘The reception was to be held at my pa- 
rents’ home - nine miles of mud to get there. 
Dad had a tractor ready to pull cars through, 


but we had a good set of chains, borrowed 
from my brother, Kris, and we were able to get 
through without any trouble. Everyone finally 
arrived for the reception but it was quite late 
when we set out for Calgary, At Penhold the 
lights went out on the car, so we spent our 
first night at the Penhold Hotel. In the end, we 
spent a lovely honeymoon in Banff, even 
though car repairs took some of our money 
and we hadn't counted on that. 

With the help of friends and famly, we 
built a small house, which was later used for @ 
garage, but which we lived in for many years. 
Dad gave me a cow and Henry had a cow so 
as we acquired more we started shipping 
‘cream and then changed to shipping milk. | 
helped where | could with the animals and 
drove the tractor and the baler and binder. | 
was active in the local United Farm Women's 
Organization, being president and director at 
times. | canvassed for cancer and the UFA, 
winning a trip to Ottawa for signing up the 
most UFA members. Henry and I enjoyed that 
trip 

When the children were in school, | 
worked at the lunch counter at Sims Auction 
Mart and then worked as a ward aid in the 
Bentley Hospital, where | have been employed 
for ten years. 

(On February 17, 1951, 2 winter of much 
snow and wind, Dianna Lynn was born. Be- 
‘cause of road conditions, | spent two weeks in 
Ried Deer with some good friends, Mr. & Mrs. 
Einar Stephenson, but she was worth the wait. 
We came home through a tunnel of snow. In 
some places the snowdrifts were so high we 
couldn't see over them. After taking her 
schooling in Bentley, Lynn worked for a year 
in Edmonton before taking Education at Red 
Deer College and Edmonton University. She 
was a member of 4H, taught Sunday School, 
took tap dancing and was active in sports, rec- 
eiving a sports award in high school. After 
teaching one year in Red Deer, she married 
Dave Yakimetz and they have 2 children, Scott 
and Lara. 

‘On May 7, 1955, JoAnn was born, the 
weather co-operating much better this time. 
Dr. Weaver came in and told me | had another 
little “tow head”, but when the nurse brought 
her in she had a very dark curl on the top of 
her head, so | was sure she wasn't ours, but 
we kept her and have never regretted it. She 


took her education in Bentley, moving to La- 
‘combe when the Bentley school burned. She 
was always interested in horses, and took fi- 
gure skating. She was a help to her dad in do- 
ing chores and caring for the animals. When 
she got a horse of her own, she trained it for 
gymkhanas and show. For about ten years our 
summer Sundays were spent at one of these. 
She has won over one hundred trophies, 
plaques and ribbons, and also the Central Alb- 
erta High Point Trophy for her age group, nine 
years in a row. Due to her horse's illness she 
retired from the shows, but still enjoys riding, 
She is now raising colts from her gymkhana 
horse, as well as doing hair dressing in Red 
Deer. 

We are staunch supporters of all co-oper- 
atives, selling all produce through them and 
supporting their retail stores. 

Henry was secretary of the Farmer's 
Union for several years and for the Durham 
School for the last few years before it was 
closed when schools were centralized, and he 
is still a member of the Blackfalds REA board 


PICKERING, JOHN 
By John and Louise Pickering 


| was born in the old log farm house on 
September 26, 1913 the second son of Robert 
and Mabel Alice Pickering. Our mother passed 
away on April 1, 1921 so we four bays and one 
sister were a lot for Dad to care for. 

| started my schooling in the ‘old’ Norma 
school, Willie and | riding double on our hor- 
se, Rex. | remember one day | was riding and 
Willie was walking and we saw a lynx. It didn't 
take Willie long to climb on and we lost no 
time getting home. The rest of my schooling | 
took at Durham and completed my grade 9 
We spent many happy days and had fun play- 
ing ball with our fellow students - Lofgrens, 
Reiswigs, Riis, Tatlock, Spychers and Zimmer 
mans. 

The year | was thirteen, | was practising 
high jump at home and broke my knee cap. 
Dad took me to Dr. Naismith at Sylvan Lake 
with the team and sleigh. Having no wire to 
wire the knee cap together, the doctor sent us 
to Rled Deer, We arrived there at eleven o'clock 
at night, the poor horses pulling the sleigh on 
dirt as all the snow had melted in town. | 
stayed three weeks in the hospital as my leg 
had infection and proud flesh developed, ut | 


403 


was lucky as my knee hasn't bothered since, 

We worked hard, clearing land and dig- 
ging up stumps but we had our fun times play- 
ing ball with neighboring teams. We also en. 
joyed card parties and dances at Norma and 
Durham schools. Fishing in the rivers and 
creeks were favorite summer pastimes as well 
as playing hockey in winter. 

Six boys at home meant that some of us 
hhad to leave as we couldn't all live on there, so 
| went west to Leslieville in the fall of 1935. Af- 
ter working around the district, | managed to 
save forty dollars and with that, Louise LeBi- 
han and | went to Red Deer and were married 
in the St, Luke's Anglican Church by Rev. Ca- 
non Cripps an December 30, 1939. 

We bought the N.E, 36-40-2-5, nearthe Lea- 
fland school, and farmed there. We were living 
there when our eldest daughter, Mabel Yvonne, 
was born in the Bentley Hospital on March 3, 
1941 

In April, 1945, we moved down to Sylvan 
Lake with Uncle Will. There our son, David 
John, was born in the Eckville hospital on July 
3, 1945. We stayed there only a year and then 
returned to Leslieville, where we purchased 
two quarters of land from Reg Mason, east of 
Leafland school. We were happy there, work- 
ing hard, and on May 29, 1981, our youngest 
daughter, Myrna Elizabeth Anne, was born at 
the Eckville hospital. That summer | was laid 
up for a while having hurt my knee playing 
ball 

Nature was against us that year as that 
was the fourth year we were hailed out so we 
went to Leslieville and the land there was also 
hailed out and looked like a new ploughed 
field. We worked in Allan Scott's meat market 
from May until October and really enjoyed 
that. We took over so Allan could have a few 
‘months off to be on his farm. 

After we wore finished at Scotts, | went to 
work on the government bridge gang and 
worked there all winter, but my family missed 
me, especially David, so | decided | must have 
work with my family with me. | applied for a 
job on a dairy farm, MacFarlan Bros. at Red 
Deer, and we moved to Red Deer May 21 
1954. | worked for MacFarlanes for 9 years, 
Until they sold their dairy, and then worked for 
the Red Deer Public School as custodian and 
later in the maintenance department, working 
there until | had to retire in June, 1977. | had 
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heart surgery in July, 1977 and with the doc- 
tor’s orders, retired from work, 

We are enjoying retired life, curling with 
the senior citizens and Louise and | have en- 
joyed discing, carpet bowling and now lawn 
bowling, We did enjoy square dancing before 
my surgery: going many places to dance and 
regularly to Penhold, as we belonged to the 
Carpenter Square Dance Club, of which we 
are life members, We also belong to Central 
Alberta Pioneers Old Timers Association and 
the Golden Circle. We also enjoy playing 
cards in the district 

{Al our children took their schooling at Ri- 
verglen and L.T. CH. school and last Decem- 
ber 30th, gave us a surprise fortieth anniversa- 
ry. It was a wonderful event and we were so 
proud of our children and so pleased to have 
0 many of our relatives and friends to make it 
such a happy occasion, 

Our oldest daughter, Mabel, married Mur- 
ray Pike, November 7, 1959 and they reside in 
Blackfalds. They had 3 children - Connie Ma- 
rie who will be eighteen years in August. We 
were so proud to be at the happy occasion of 
her graduation from Lacombe High School in 
June, 1980. She has been accepted at SAIT 
this fall, going through for Computer Science; 
Leonard who is sixteen and still attending La- 
combe High and working for MacCosham’s 
during the summer and Lorelei, who will be 
eleven years old in September and attends 
school in Blackfalds. 

Mabel is head Laboratory Technician for 
Dr. Kasper's labs in Red Deer and Murray is in 
his third year apprenticeship with Cunnin- 
gham Electric. 

David, after his school, joined AGT. 
working as a linemen, then’ splicing, and is 
now employed as outside Plant Engineer. He 
married Sharlene Von Hollen on December 3, 
4971 and they have a daughter, Rhonda, seven 
years old and a son, Kelly, fourteen (from a 
previous marriage of Sharlene’s). They live in 
Red Deer and David has been active in coach- 
ing the Work Warehouse Team and they won 
the Automotive Trophy last year. 

Myrna, our youngest daughter, graduated 
‘with a B.A. on June 4, 1972. She married Derrick 
Ironside of Blacktalds, who has B.Sc. They live 
in Medicine Hat, where Myrnais employed at the 
Country Culture Learner Center and Derrick 
has a store "Pipe and Paper” in the new Mall 





One of the highlights of our life was when 
we went to visit Myrna and Derrick while they 
were teaching in Malawi, Africa. Little did we 


think, when we took about Africa in our 
‘geography lessons in school, that one day we 
would see Africa. Half way around the world! 

We also took a trip to Disneyland four 
years ago, Hawaii three years ago, Paulsho, 
Washington two years ago and to Mesa, Ari- 
zona last January, 1979. We hope that our 
health keeps up and we will be able to go on 
some more trips, God willing! 

Looking back over the years, Inow realize 
the different eras of farming | have been 
through, First of all, Dad had two oxen, Spot 
and Red and then came horses, the steam en- 
gines, then gas tractors, diesel and now pro- 
pane. In the beginning we just had coal oil 
lamps and candles, then aladdin lamps, gas 
lamps and, finally, electricity. 


PICKERING, NORMAN, 

By Louise Pickering 

Norman, son of Robert and Elizabeth 
Pickering, was born on June 9, 1927 and has 
lived al his life on the home farm, NE 14-39-1- 
5. He took his schooling at Durham, his first 
teacher being Miss Holton. He then attended 
Olds Agricultural Schoo! for two years and has 
been a farmer ever since, He, with his brother 
William, farm a section of land and there has 
always been pigs. It is not unusual to see Nor- 
man, hard hat on his head and pitch fork in his 
hand, chasing “ornery” pigs. (From my van- 
tage point across the road, | notice the air is a 
jittle blue" at times when the pigs don't co- 
operate.) 

His interest in sports is widely known and 
he has a table full of trophies for curling, plus 
many prizes he has won — for his “hope 
chest” he says. He played ball for many years, 
followed by coaching, and now he helps the 
players out by umping for them. He also 
played hockey right through to the old-timers 
and is still an ardent hockey fan. He still likes 
to go golfing and fishing with his friends, 

In 1978 he bought @ hew half-ton truck 
and drove to London, Ontario, to pay a sur- 
prise visit on his many cousins there. He en- 
joyed fooling them by pretending to be a sa- 
lesman, when he arrived at their homes. Nor- 
man has had a hearing handicap all his life but 
accepts it without complaint. 

‘After all his brothers had left the 





‘nest 


and his father had died, Norman stayed at 
home with his mother, and I can personally 
vouch for the good care and concern he al 
ways gave her, especially in her later years, 
making it possible for her to live at home, 
where she wanted to be. 





PICKERING, ROBERT AND FAMILY 
By Louise Pickering 

Robert Pickering was born September 10, 
1877 in Poulton, Cheshire, England. He was 
the third son of Robert and Harriet. He came 
to Canada in 1911 with his bride, Mabel Alice 
(Southall) from Ellesmore Port, England, They 
lived in Calgary for a short while, where he 
worked for McKenzie Seed Co. but for health 
reasons had to leave the city and find fresh 
country air 

Bob filed on homestead land out in the 
West country, but when he went to look at it, 
found it to be mostly swamp, so came to this 
area and purchased the N.E. 13-39-1-5 from a 
Mr. Eldridge. People by the name of McMahon 
had owned it before the Eldridges. 

The log house had been put up in a day 
by friends and neighbors. And so it was in the 
log house that Bob and Mabel became a part 
of this community. A team of oxen, Spot and 
Red, was all they had for work and travel. They 
had some horses later but the oxen stayed on 
for several years serving their purpose. They 
were a challenge for their driver if the flies 
were bad as they would take off with tails in 
the alr, leaving a crooked furrow behind them 

Neighbor, Gust Wall, cut the grain with a 
six-foot binder that was pulled by horses, then 
in turn, Bob would do the stooking for Gus, A 
Mr. Bone would come with his threshing 
machine, which was also powered by horses. 

Unlike his brothers, Will and Harry, who had 
‘no children, Bob Pickering did - lots of boys! 
First there was William, then along came John, 
followed by Henry and then Arthur. A daughter, 
Dorothy, was born August 24, 1919. 

Bob took an active part in the two 
schools, Norma and Durham, being secretary 
for many years, 

Although Mabel had been raised in the 
city, the farm life soon grew on her. She ran 
from the cows when she first arrived and be- 
fore long, had learned to milk them. She loved 
the animals and seemed to get them to do her 
bidding. One night when Bob was attending a 
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Bob Pickering and sons Arthur, Jahn, Wiliam and Henry 


school meeting, a two year old colt got colic 
and she was able to drench the animal herself. 
‘She was taken from the family in childbirth on 
April 1, 1921. The baby, Robert, lived for two 
days. Mother and son are buried together in 
the Aspelund cemetery. Mabel was thirty years 
of age at the time of her death 


On November 23, 1923, tragedy struck 
this family again when Dorothy died from 
burns, suffered while the children were play- 
ing in a newly threshed straw pile, which 
caught fire, She died in Lacombe Hospital 


Many are the stories of this famiy of boys 
and their dad batching. The bread was so flat 
and hard you needed an axe to cut it! Billi, 
the eldest, would try his hand at baking coo- 
kios but the other little rascals would come in 
and swipe his cookies and run. He could never 
catch them as they could run faster than he 
could. Once in his frustration, he grabbed the 
hot stove lid lifter and threw it, hitting one of 
his tormentors in the back. Fortunately, they 
both lived to tell the tale! In the winter they 
would often wake up to find snow on their 
blankets. It had blown through the cracks in 
the wall. They would make their lunches and 
trudge off to school. Mr. Wright was their first 
teacher at Durham and from all accounts, with 
Mr. Wright you didn’t do anything Wrong! 

Mrs. Webber came and kept house for 
them for a while but the boys wore just too 
active for her. “It would scare her to death, 
‘watching us running around on top of the build 
ings’, relates John. “We drove her crazy.” Do- 
rothy Duncan came from Calgary to keep house 
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but she left to marry William Craig and they 
moved to Rutland, B.C. 

‘The Gills stayed with the Pickerings, 
temporarily, until they found a place of their 
‘own. Mrs. Gill was teaching at Durham at the 
time and later Delbert Krause rented them his 
house. 

The boy's uncle, Albert Southall, came 
back. He had spent some time with them 
before, when their mother (his sister) was 
living. By this time he had married Ellen 
Brown of Sylvan Lake, so Ellen helped out 
with the culinary duties while they were there. 
The Southalls moved to Sylvan Lake, where 
Albert got a job on the railroad for a while and 
later became an elevator man at Standard. 
where he spent the rest of his life, Ellen still 
lives in Strathmore. Their daughter, Gwen. 
lives in Quebec and they had a son that died at 
fan early age. Of interest, perhaps, Albert and 
Ellen were married in a double ceremony with 
Elmer and Bertha Petro - Bertha and Ellen are 
sisters. 

Back to the story of the little bachelors - 
on March 24, 1926, Miss Elizabeth Bell Irwin 
arrived by train from London, Ontario, to be 
greeted by the boys and their dad. This little 
lady stayed and the following July 29, she and 
Bob were married. Emil and Ruth Schmidt 
stood up with them and you guessed it, two 
more boys were born to this family. Norman 
arrived first and Robert Jr. four years later. 











Elizabeth Pickering with Norman and Robert J 








With all the household duties, the cooking 
land mending that go along with caring for six 
boys and a husband, the days were long and 
busy for Lizzie, but no matter how late in the 
day she finished her work, she would always 
sit down and write letters to her famiy in Lon 
don, Down through the years, many of her re- 
latives came west for a visit and these were 
most special events. In the fifty-three years, 
she went back home only twice. Besides keep- 
ing up a regular correspondence with relatives 
and friends, she had many pen-pals, too. She 
would often remark, ‘when I first came West, 
a letter would go for three cents.” She also en- 
joyed sewing and entered some of her work in 
the Benalto Fair.and the F.W.U.A. conferen- 
‘ces, She and Bob were members of the F.U.A. 
for many years and in the earlier years tra 
velled to the meetings by horse-drawn vehi 
cles. The meetings were always held on the 
Wednesday night before the full moont! The 
Red Cross and the Crippled Children’s Hospi- 
tal were two more pet projects of Elizabeth 
‘She was an Anglican by faith 

Bob Pickering died suddenly on Decem- 
ber 15, 1951 at the age of 74 years. He died in 
the log house he had come to so many years 
before - a house that had been built ina day 
and served as a home for over sixty years. 
Norman and his mother continued to live in it 
until 1960, when they built a new home and 
were more comfortable, 

‘On the eve of Elizabeth's 90th birthday (a 
party was in the making) she broke her hip 
and was taken to the hospital. She was never 
able to return home to live and passed away 
on July 15, 1979, at the age of 92 years. 

‘A family of boys needed a mother and she 
needed a family of boys. Isn't it good that they 
got together? 











PICKERING, ROBERT JR. 

Robert (Bob), son of Robert and Elizabeth 
Pickering, of the Prevo district, was born in 
Bentley, September 19, 1931. He took his first 
six years of schooling at Durham, which was 2 
miles from home. if the horse was in the field 
he and his brothers would ride, otherwise they 
walked. He remembers times when they had 
ridden to school and Mom had given them 
milk in a sealer for lunch, but the lid would 
loosen on the way, leaving them with soggy 
sandwiches. 


When Durham school closed, Bob went to 
Aspelund school, four miles from home. He 
was interested in sports and played ball with 
the Durham club for a good number of years. 
He was also a great favorite of the younger 
set, ten years and under. He was genuinely 
fond of these kids and when they saw him 
‘coming they were all set for a roll on the floor 
or just fun and games, They would even take 
his teasing and enjoy it. He was missed when 
he left the farm in 1957 and went to work at 
Sylvan Lake for Jack Goodey at Lakewood 
Service. 

In November of that year Bob married 
Shirley Mannix of Sylvan Lake and they have 2 
sons, Daryl and Darren, and stil reside at Syl- 
van Lake. 

‘The good times Bob remembers of the 
‘old days” were when the family would hook 
Up the horses and go over to the neighbors for 
a fun night of cards, 





PICKERING, WILLIAM AND LOUISE 
By Louise 


William Pickering was born January 22, 
1912 in Red Deer, the eldest son of Robert and 
Mabel (Southall) Pickering, He has lived on 
the N.W. 18-39-1-5 all his life. He started 
school in the old Norma school and then went 
to Durham when it was built. He was a mem- 
ber of the young peoples’ group in Rainy 
Creek district and from all accounts, they had 
fun!! He enjoyed playing ball and hockey. One 
cold day, the Pickering boys, and some others 
from the team, got their old Chevy touring car 
land drove down to Shady Nook where a 
hockey game was scheduled. They got there, 
cleaned the ice and then waited and waited, 
but the opposition never showed! Some of the 
boys had to run behind the car on the way 
home to keep their feat from freezing. 

Bill has always liked horses ad took good 
care of them. He took pride in a job well-done 
in the field, back when all the machinery was 
pulled by horses - sometimes six head to 
handle at once. | like horses too and he gave 
me his saddle horse before we were married 
80 how could | refuse him when he proposed? 

We were married November 16, 1941 at 
the home of my parents. | was Louise Holling- 
stad of the Evarts district. We met when | 
stayed to help my aunt, Mrs. John Sjare, who 
lived on the next road west of the Pickerings. 
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The entertainment in those days were the 
whist drives and dances at Norma and Durham 
on Friday nights, and the picture show in Syl- 
van Lake, followed by an ice cream sundae, on 
Saturday night, Our mode of transportation 
was Will's 1928 Graham Paige 

Our first house had been built by Mr. 
O'Meara, who had previously owned the quar. 
ter, and after the Pickerings bought the place 
in 1929, the house was used for a granary. Ho- 
wever, it was moved over by the road and 
made liveable, we thought, and this was our 
home for twenty-six years. By the time five 
children had blessed our home, we were a bit 
crowded so we “raised the roof", so to speak, 
land added two rooms. In 1967 we bought a 
house that had been used as a demonstrator 
home in Red Deer, had it hauled here and 
placed on a basement, which had been made 
ready; and presto - instant home! We had na- 
tural gas installed and this, along with the 
electricity, was comfort plus! 

Our family and where they are now: Wil- 
son married Phyllis James, She had three chil- 
dren JoAnn, Darin and Travis and they all live 
at Sylvan Lake, Gary and his wife, Nellie, live 
in the Withrow district and they have three 
children Keith, LouAnn and Nadine. Elaine 
married Art Oldford and they make their home 
in Lacombe, They have two children, Douglas 
land Sherri, Lestie lives in Medicine Hat. He 
has two daughters, Patricia and Carla, who 
live with their mother. Sylvia and her son, Des. 
mond, live in Penhold, 

All the children attended schoo! in Bent- 
ley. Wilson took grades one and two at Dur- 
ham before centralization. They all did, and 
Still do, enjoy and participate in various sports. 
| weil remember that first year the kids were 
bused to Bentley school. We covered every 
communicable disease you could imagine. 
The last one would just recover when the first 
‘one was down with something else. 

Our nearest neighbors, of course, were 
the Pickering folks and many are the footsteps 
fon the plank across the ditch over to see 

‘Gram” Pickering. 

We attended the Rainy Creek United 
Church until it’s closure and are now members 
of the Bentley United Church, 

| think you could say that Bill Pickering 
stays with a job. Thirty years ago he started 
working on sale days at the auction mart in 
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Red Deer and continued there until his retire- 
ment a few months back. He was honored to 
be asked to cut the ribbon at the official open- 
ing of the new auction mart (Burnt Lake) in 
January, 1980. In 1951 he took on the job of 
linesman for the Aspelund Mutual Telephone 
Co. and stayed with that until it went under- 
ground twenty years later. These are in addi- 
tion to his life of farming, He and his brother, 
Norman, farm together. 

‘As for me, 'm known around the neigh- 
borhood as being sort of carefree and some 
what careless; and have been known to start 
the odd ‘innocent fire, just to tidy up around 
the place”. On one of these occasions | had 
the whole family, including the company visit- 
ing with Gram Pickering, all out fighting fire in 
their Sunday best. | know brother Henry's suit 
‘was never the same again and | wonder if the 
chickens in the brooder house realized they 
came within a foot of becoming fryers before 
their time, Another time, many years back, | 
decided the attic must be cleaned up, so | 
dropped boxes and bags of junk from the up- 
stairs window, and Wilson and Gary had been 
elected to cart it off to a designated spot 
where it was to be set afire. Well, the boys 
were taking a “break” and were sitting cross: 
legged on an old rail fence not far from the 
fire. They were reading something of interest 
they had found during their task, when all of a 
sudden there was a series of minor explosions, 
land | looked out the window to see the boys 
picking themselves up off the ground and run- 
hing for cover - there had been some rounds 
of dynamite caps in one of the boxes. (Besides 
housecleaning, | like to sing, too!) 

In my SPARE TIME, | am always happy to 
sing at weddings, funerals or other social 
events, when | am invited, and spend many 
happy hours entertaining at the Senior Cit- 
izen’s Club at Bentley as well as singing with 
their choir. 





PICKERING, WILLIAM AND EMMIE 
By Louise Pickering 

William Woodfin Pickering was born in 
Poulton Cheshire, England on July 18, 1873 
and was the eldest son of Robert and Harriet 
(Woodfin) Pickering, He came to this country 
soon after the turn of the century and worked 
for a while for Scotty McPherson. McPhersons 
were one of the first to homestead in the Sy 





van Lake area. They later moved to Victoria, 
BC 


Will then served as a deputy sheriff and 
game warden in the Benalto and Evarts dis- 
tricts before he took up a homestead on the 
S.W, 14-39-1-8, He lived in a log shack that 
had been built the previous year by Will Guell- 
ers in the south east corner of the quarter, 
near a spring, 

He had married Emmie before coming to 
Canada, but she didn’t come to Canada until 
alter he was settled on his homestead. They 
were married in Prestatyme, England on 
March 28, 1901. according to information 
found in an old family bible. Her maiden name 
was Emily Oliver and she was of Spanish ori- 
gin. 

They started their lite together here in the 
little log shack with only a dirt floor. Their first 
crop was reaped off a two-acre field spaded by 
hand! 

Will acquired some horses and ponies 
and had plans to raise ponies for sale, but this, 
venture failed when his horses were not al- 
lowed by law to roam the range. They both 
loved horses and Emmie spent many hours 
riding her pony, Dick. They had a cow or two 
and some chickens, 

They left the farm for a year or two and 
went to work for a judge east of Red Deer. By 
this time, Will's brother, Harry, had bought the 
quarter adjoining theirs, so Will and Emmie re- 
turned to live with Harry and his wife while the 
brothers built them a home on their quarter. 
This would be about 1917 and their neighbors 
included the Kelso, Daincord, Webber and 
Faucher families. Entertainment was pretty well 
all “home made", at house parties with the 
neighbors. After the schools were built, box so- 
cials were held and enjoyed by all 

Emmie spent a while in Red Deer taking 
in boarders to supplement their income. It was 
during this time that Will decided to increase 
the chicken flock and was coming home from 
Webbers with a crateful of hens, together with 
a couple of calves, when his sleigh hit a drift 
and turned over. The horse broke loose and 
took off, When the Webbers saw the horse in 
full harness run into their yard they said, “Oh, 
there's been an accident!” They caught the 
horse and went down the road to find Will ly- 
ing with a back injury. They took him to their 
home and cared for him until he was well. If 


Will and Harry Pickering 


you are wondering about the hens and calves - 
Henry Webber rescued the bewildered lot and 
cared for them until their new owner could re- 
turn home, 

One winter both Will and Harty were suf- 
fering with toothache and nothing to kill the 
pain, so put a flake of lye in the decayed tooth, 
They discovered it wasn't a good cure as they 
both got badly burned mouths! 








je Pickering 
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Emmie took sick with cancer in the fall of 
the year and suffered at home until the follow- 
ing July 14, 1924, when she died at the age of 
thirty-nine years, Mrs. Riis must have been a 
blessing to Emmie when she came and nursed 
her through the last stages of her illness. Will 
continued to live on the farm by himself. He 
was fond of animals and always had @ dog and 
several cats that he shared his meal with 


Clearing the land went slow and so in 
1925, during the summer, Will hired some In- 
dians to. do some brushing for him. All his 
work and travel was done by horses as he 
ever owned a car or tractor. John and Louise 
Pickering lived with him for a year, 1944-45, to 
help him with his farming. He made one trip to 
Hammond, B.C. to visit Art and Gladys Picker- 
ing in 1946 and then on to Victoria to see his 
Old friends, the McPhersons. When he wasn't 
able to care for himself any longer, he was ta- 
ken into the home of his brother, Bob, where 
he died March 18, 1949, at the age of seventy. 
six years, 

Will and Emmie had no children, He left 
his farm to his namesake - his nephew, William 
Pickering, Jr., who still owns it, We call it "Un- 
cle Will's", of course. We stand and look 
across the cultivated land, with only a corner 
of trees where the old house stands, and try to 
visualize a litle two acre field with a little log 
shack by a spring, almost lost in a sea of tim- 
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ber, What a challenge for this young couple 
from Cheshire, England! 


PICO FAMILY, HENRY AND SOPHIE 
By Edna Hansen (nee Pico) 


My parents, Henry and Sophie Pico, were 
born in Denmark, but on different islands, and 
did not know each other while in Denmark 

They took their schooling and were each 
baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran 
Church 

‘As was the custom in those days they 
both left home to work. Dad got a job on a 
sailing vessel as a cabin boy and helped the 
‘cook prepare meals. 

When he was 16 or 17 years old he de- 

cided to go to North America, where he had an 
uncle in North Dakota, While staying with his 
uncle he learned the cabinet maker's trade and 
then went on to carpentry. It was a trade he 
was very good at and it stood him in good 
stead all his life. There are many houses 
around Alberta that he built, as well as many 
hen cupboards. 
When my mother was 17 years old she 
and a cousin decided to go to California to 
work, as work was hard to find on the small is- 
land where she was raised. In California she 
got work with a doctor and his family and 
stayed with them for quite awhile. She learned 
to speak English, and the doctor's children 
helped her a lot as she would listen to them 
while they did their homework, and often had 
poetry to learn 

After spending two or three years in Cal: 
ifornia she took a trip to Washington to visit 
some cousins and it was there that she and 
Dad first met. 

My dad had a half-brother named Peter 
who was working in Spokane and Peter loved 
to dance, as did my mother. They won a prize 
as the best couple for the waltz. It was Peter 
who introduced my mother and father. 

They were married in March, 1904, and 
set up housekeeping in Spokane, where they 
lived until the spring of 1911 

During the early part of 1910 Dad spent 
some time in bed with inflammatory rheumat- 
ism and the doctor advised him to move to 2 
drier climate, so that fall my dad and Mother's 
brother, Hans, bought land. a quarter section, 
one mile west of Bentley. It was the quarter 














that James McPherson had homesteaded and 
operated a cheese factory there, 

The first few years were hard ones for 
both my parents, but especially so for Mother 
as she had come from the city, where she had 
an electric stove, with hot and cold water, 
and all modern conveniences, 

(On the farm she had none of these things 
land had to learn how to bake her own bread 
land churn butter, ete. 

However, while still in Denmark she had 
worked for a farm family and learned how to 
milk cows, and that was one accomplishment 
where she was excellent. This was lucky be- 
cause one of the first investments my father 
and uncle made was to buy 8 or 9 cows and a 
couple of teams of oxen. 

Mother helped my uncle milk the cows 
and she churned the butter which she sold at 
Putland and Thorp's store. 

My uncle did the farming with the oxen 
and looked after the cows. He had worked on 
2 dairy farm in Spokane so was an expert mil- 
ker. 

During this time my dad worked at his 
trade as a carpenter to earn money to keep th 
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Henry and Sophie Pico wi 





daughters Edna and Alma 











ings going till they could produce something 
off the farm. Often Dad had to work away from 
Bentley and spent one summer in Edmonton 
where he helped build the High Level Bridge. 

We did not get any horses to work with 
tntil the second year we were In Alberta, so | 
learned to drive oxen and really enjoyed the 
trips | made when | would go with my dad 
where he worked, and then take the team ho- 
me. Sometimes ! would leave my dad a week 
at a time before going back to take him and 
his tools home again, 

Soon after we came to Alberta we became 
acquainted with Hans and Camilla Hansen and 
when they learned my dad was a cabinet 
maker, they hired him to build a cupboard for 
them. 

Dad drove the oxen to their place and | 
went with him, and that was the first time | saw 
Harry, who was busy helping his brother pick 
peas. They were filling a wash tub, the most 
peas | had ever seen in my life. 

My dad stayed at the Hansens to build the 
cupboard and | took the oxen home by myself 

It was a good many years later that | met 
Harry Hansen at a F.U.A. dance in Bentley. We 
went together that year and were married in 
the spring of 1924. We had a honeymoon trip 
to Vancouver by train, and by boat from there 
to Seattle, We spent a couple of weeks visiting 
Harry's folks in Arlington, Wash, 

The Pico family consists of six children; 
three girls, Edna, Alma, and Marie, all born in 
Spokane, Wash., and May, George, and Frank, 
who were born in Alberta, 





Mrs. Pico with four of sie children - Edna Honsen, Marie 
Pearson, May Morton and Frank 
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‘Alma met William Meer while visiting a 
pen pal at Foremost, Alberta and they were 
married in 1929, then moved to Montana. They 
had one son, Walter, who passed away, as did 
Alma. William is in a nursing home in Benton, 
Montana. He had polio and was lett crippled. 

Marie married Louis Krewski, who was 
the Bentley shoemaker. They lived in Red 
Deer, where Louis continued at his trade of 
shoemaker until his death in 1963. Mario still 
lives in Red Deer. 

‘May married Arthur Rasmuson and they 
worked for a mining company at Alexo, Alberta. 
They had three children, one girl and two 
boys, one of which died in infancy. May and 
Arthur were divorced and May married George 
Morton. They live at Grand Forks, B.C. 

George married Jean Hale. They have four 
children, Robert, Connie, Pearl, and Glen. 
George and Jean live on the home place, the 
original McPherson homestead and cheese 
factory. 

Frank joined the army and after the war 
started carpentry work in Edmonton where he 
still lives. 

My father passed away in 1966, after 
spending some time in the West Park nursing 
home. 

Mother is now 97 years young and is in 
the Lacombe Senior Citizen Lodge. 


PIERSON AND REED FAMILIES 
By Allie Morris - Deceased Feb. 1982 

Etta Mae Morse was born in Howell 
Michigan, September 22, 1873. She married 
the late Samuel Pierson in her late teens. He 
died, leaving her with two small sons, Paul and 
Don Pierson. She later married Homer Eugene 
Reed and they had one daughter, Eva Reed. 

Etta and Eugene Reed, with Don and Eva, 
motored from Davenport, Washington to La 
combe, Alberta, October 31, 1915. They 
shipped their machinery, horses and effects by 
rail. Paul Pierson accompanied the rail car. 

The family then located in the Benjamin 
district on the S.W.-21-41-3-W.5. Later they 
bought the quarter of land on which the Cal- 
kins Valley School was situated. They farmed 
there for several years. In 1936, because of ill 
health, they retired to Bentley to be near their 
son, Don. Gene passed away July 7, 1938, and 
Etta died on August 18, 1945. They are both 
buried in the Bentley Cemetery. 

Paul Pierson married Marie Coverdale 








Don and Ale Pierson and Glenda, Donald and Mc 


from Rimbey in July, 1918 They had three 
girls, Dorothea, Doris, and Lila, Paul passed 
away in 1961 at Leslieville where he was living 
at the time. Marie now resides in the Auxiliary 
Hospital in Rimbey. 

Don Pierson married Allie Adams on Fe- 
bruary 18, 1930, and moved to the Jabez 
McPherson farm, the N.W.24-41-1-W.5, They 
had three children; Donald, Glenda, and Ma- 
vis, who were all born in the Bentley Hospital 
under the attendance of Dr. Wm, Henry. All 
went to school in Bentley, and were actively 
involved in the work of the United Church in 
Bentley. 

Donald graduated in 1954 and took an 
LR.A, course through Calgary University. He 
married Doreen Deines of Calgary, and they 
are now residing in Houston, Texas with their 
two sons, 

Glenda graduated in 1956 and took a bu- 
siness course the following year. She married 
Edward Pogadl of the Lockhart district. They 
have three daughters and live at Sylvan Lake. 











Mavis graduated in 1958, later taking a 
business course. In 1961 she married Calvin 
Huhtala of the Kuusamo district. They have a 
son and a daughter and live in Benalto, Alber- 

Don Pierson actively farmed at Bentley 
until the time of his death, November 2, 1963. 
He was a member of the United Church, and 
secretary of the Gull Lake Mutual Telephone 
Company for years. He was also a member of 
the Church Board for several years. He was 
also a member of the F.U.A. He is buried in the 
Bentley Cemetery, 

Allie Pierson remained on the farm and in 
November, 1965, she married Nick Mortis, 
formerly of Redwater. Nick is an employee of 
Petro Fina Oil Co. in the Gilby-Diamond Valley 
districts. 

Allie is @ member of the United Church 
and was a member of Session for several 
years. She was also a member of the U.C.W. 
for 34 years. Allie also belongs to the Search 

















Light Club and has been a member since 1934. 


PIKE, ORION AND MARGARET, AND FAMILY 


Frank Pike came from Lincoln, Nebraska, 
to Alberta in 1900, and filed on a homestead in 
the Lockhart district. In 1901 he brought his 
wite, Josephine, and three children, Orion, Lo- 
rena, and Amy, to the homestead by oxen and 
wagon, 

When Orion was old enough he sawed 
wood and did grinding for the neighbors for 
many years, 

Orion met Margaret Wilkins in 1929 and 
they were married April 23, 1930. They bought 
a farm in the Centreview district in 1931. There 
was very little snow in January that year and 
they hauled firewood on a wagon. Orion and 
Margaret lost their house by fire in 1942 

Orion and Margaret had a family of ten 
children; David, Donald, Doreen, Donna, Den- 
nis, twin boys Douglas and Dwight, a boy and 
a girl, Dwane and Dianne, and Darlene, They 
lost Dennis on October 12, 1958, when he was 
17, in a farm house fire east of Lacombe, Mar- 
garet and Orion left the farm in 1964 and re- 
tired to Bentley, where Margaret still lives. 
Orion passed away in June of 1981 

David lives in Rocky Mountain House. Do- 
nald lives in Bentley. Doreen married Everall 
Neumeier and they had two children, a girl and 
a boy. They live west of Bentley, Donna mar- 
ried Richard Gittens, and they live in Rocky 
Mountain House. They have no children. 
Douglas married Florence Gittens. They five in 
Bentley with their three boys. Dwight married 
Laurelei Fisher. They had three boys and two 
girls and live in Rocky Mountain House. Dwane 
lives in Eckville. Dianne married Ralph Gittens 
and they had two girls and a boy. Darlene mar- 
fled Alfred Metro. They had one boy and one 
girl, and live west of Bentley. 


POGADL, JOSEPH 
By Glenda Pierson 


Joseph Pogad! was born in Handiova, 
Czech., in 1899. in April, 1926, he came to Can- 
ada, first going to Bruderheim, where he worked 
on a farm, brushing, until October. At that time 
he met up with three other men in Edmonton, 
who were also from his home town in Czech, 
and the four of them went to Nordegg to work in 
the mines. 

Elizabeth Pogadl was born in Handlova, 
Czech., in 1903. In May, 1928, she arrived in 
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Nordegg, with her two children, to join her 
husband 

They lived in Nordegg until Joe was taken 
sick from gases in the mine, In the spring of 
1929 they moved to the farm where Mrs, Po- 
gadl still resides. Joseph Pogadl passed away 
in February, 1970. 

There were six children of this marriage. 

Betty Pogadi was born in Handlova in 
1924. She married Gerald Olson of Bentley. 
They had three children; Wayne, Bruce, and 
Vicki. Gerald died as a result of a car accident 
in November, 1963. Betty continues to live in 
Bentley. 

Joseph Pogadl, Jr. was born in Handlova 
in 1926. Joe lives in Victoria, where he is a bus 
driver. He married Helen and they have one 
daughter, Lorraine. 

Edward Pogad! was born in 1929 at home. 
He married Glenda Pierson of Bentley. They 
have three girls, Marlis, Marcine, and Monica. 
Ed is an elevator manager and resides in Syl- 
van Lake, 

Paul Pogadl was born at home in 1922. He 
married Phyllis Anderson of the Bentley district. 
They had three girls; Bonnie, Linda, and Patty. A 
tragic car accident struck this family and Paul, 
Phyllis and Linda were killed in September, 
1965. Bonnie has married and has two girls, 
Kathy and Cherly. Patty lives in the Rimbey 
district 

Willie Pogad! was born in 1939 and lives 
at Bentley. 

Mary Pogadl was born in 1934, She lived 
and worked at home until her death in August, 
1966. 


POLING FAMILY 
By Elton Poling 

My father, John Westley Poling, immigrated 
to Bentley with his family in 1907, when | was 
five years old, 

We were a family of nine; my father, my 
step-mother, Susan Elizabeth, two step- 
brothers, Claude and Ray Wright; three broth- 


ers, Cecil, Ray and Zeo: my sister, Bessie, and 
myself, 
My father, while living near Stanwood, 


Michigan, had read of the great opportunities 
for homesteaders on the Canadian Prairies, and 
having four sons and two step-sons, thought he 
would try it. This was after he had gone to Ben- 
tley and area and stayed for about six weeks, in 
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order to find out what things were like and while 
there, had chosen a farm known as the Ebersole 
farm, about three miles south east of Bentley. 

We arrived at Lacombe, November 10, 1907, 
with a boxcar of settlers’ effects. These were 
then loaded onto horse-drawn wagons and we 
drove the fourteen miles to the Ebersole farm, 
where we lived until 1918. 

Claude Wright married Frances Miles and 
lived in Bentley until his death. Ray Wright mar- 
ried Agnes Mottus and lived on a farm he pur- 
chased north west of Sylvan Lake, and spent his, 
life there. 

My sister, Bessie, married John Edward 
Ellsworth and their farm was midway between 
Bentley and Rimbey. They lived there until they 
retired to a Senior Citizen's Home in Ponoka, 
Alberta, Their only son, Harry owns a farm in the 
Bentley area, and he and his wife, Clara, live in 
Rimbey, Alta 

My two older brothers, Cecil and Ray, went 
to Portland, Oregon, where they took an auto 
mechanic's course at the Hemphill Trade 
School. They later came back to Canada to join 
the Canadian Army and were both killed at Vimy 
Ridge, in the fall of 1918 

My brother, Zeo, and | went to the Gull Lake 
School, two miles south and three miles east of 
Bentley. My first teacher, as | remember, was 
Miss Sproule, who taught all the grades from 
one to nine, in that one-roomed school 

Zeo and | later went to the Hemphill Trade 
School in Portland and took motor mechanics. 
He stayed in the States and still lives there with 
his wife, Elsie, at Great Falls, Montana. 

My father sold his farm about 1920 and then 
moved into Bentley, where he bought the livery 
stable and ran it and did the local draying until 
his death in 1924, He had taken a milk cow down 
to a small pasture, when he saw a pony which 
‘had broken loose from two boys. who were lead- 
ing it. Fatherranafter it and suddenly fell to the 
ground and died from a heart attack in a few 
minutes. 

had been working on my dad'sfarm on half 
shares, two and ahalt miles north of Bentley, but 
when Dad died | moved into Bentley to live 
with my stepmother and managed the livery 
stable and did the draying until 1926, when | 
married Mina Garries, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Garries. | sold my interest in the 
livery stable and my team of dray horses, and 
fa team of mules and got a job with the United 








Grain Growers as second man in 1927. | later 
ran the U.G.G. elevators at Aspen Beach and 
Eckville until 1929, There was a partial crop 
failure that year so Mina and | moved back to 


Bentley and | worked for her father, George 
Garries, at a firewood sawmill at Norbuck si- 
ding, west of Wetaskiwin. 

‘On January 17, 1930, our first child, Lorna, 
was born and later that year we moved to 
McLaughlin, Alberta and on August 1st, | 
opened up the U.G.G. elevator there. We lived in 
McLaughlin until the summer of 1941, during 
which time, our children, Shirley, George and 
Harry were born. 

During the time we lived in McLaughlin, | 
had been agent for International Harvester farm 
machinery and trucks, as a side line to help our 
finances during the difficult "Hungry Thirties”. | 
had sold two trucks to a farmer, Gus Johnson, 
and we moved back to Bentley in 1941 to do 
trucking on a commission basis for Gus and also 
some commercial trucking on my own, 

In 1943 Gus and | went up to the Alaska 
Highway to do trucking there during the time the 
highway was being bullt. | bought one of the 
trucks from Gus in the spring of 1944 and re~ 
turned to Bentley, where | continued trucking 
for several years. 

Our fifth child, Geraldine, was born De- 
cember 8, 1947 and after that | worked as a 
carpenter for several years for the Lacombe 
School Division and later opened up a men’s 
wear store in Bentley and also drove a school 
bus for four years for Elmer Calkins of Bentley. 

In 1968, after Mina had been ill for several 
years with caricer, we moved out to Vancouver, 
B.C. to be closer to some of the family. Lorna, 
George and family and Geri, all lived in Van- 
‘couver and Harry and family lived in Trail, B.C. 

Lorna Huston, is now a widow andlives only 
a short distance fromus in Burnaby. George, his, 
wife, Verna and five children live in Vancouver, 
where he is a professor at U.B.C. Harry and 
family of four children still live in Trail, where he 
is plant superintendent for Cominco. Gerri and 
her husband, Bill Brennan, and two children tive 
in Victoria, and Bill is a commercial fisherman. 
Shirley and Walter Amholz and family of three 
still live in Lacombe, Alberta and their oldest 
daughter lives in Calgary. 

‘My wife, Mina, died from cancer on Febru- 
ary 2, 1970 and | lived with Lorna for several 
years and on March 26, 1975, | married Sarah 





Martin, who had been widowed since Sep- 
tember, 1969. She and her husband and Mina 
and | had been a “friendly foursome” since 1932. 

Sarah and | still ive in Burnaby and are 
enjoying life together, in spite of the usual 
aches, pains and ills that seem to crop up for 
most senior citizens, 


POLING, JOHN 
By Harry Ellsworth 


John Poling came to Alberta in the fall of 
1907 and settled on a quarter south-east of 
Bentley, which is now owned by lan Gibson. 

‘The family consisted of Cecil, Ray, Bessie 
(later Mrs. Ed. Ellsworth) Zeo and Elton, 

Mrs. Poling had 2 sons Ray and Claude 
Wright from a previous marriage. They also 
came to Alberta, 

Bessie worked for Wieses at Gull Lake 
where they operated a hotel. 

Cecil and Ray were killed overseas in 
World War | and Zeo also served. 

John Poling later moved to a quarter 2 
miles north of Bentley and then back to Bent- 
ley where he operated a livery barn until his 
death, 








PRINGLE, WILLIAM F. AND MYRTLE 
By GA. Pringle 


William Ferguson Pringle and Myrtle (nee 
Sutcliffe) Pringle moved to Alberta from Ch 
ley, Onterio, in 1916; first to Monarch, then la- 
ter to Consort, before transferring to Bentley 
in 1927, with the Alberta Pacific Grain Com- 
pany. 

Their family, at that time William John, 
aged 10; Margaret Frances, 6 years, and Gar- 
field Alexander, aged 4, grew up in Bentley 
and attended the red brick school, Oxford 
‘School District No. 687, which at that time in- 
cluded classes up to grade eleven. There was 
one elementary teacher, and one junior and 
senior high school teacher, with about thirty 
pupils. Names of teachers recalled are, Mary 
Kent, Isobel McLagan, Harry Wilkie, Dick 
Damron, Jim Moseley, and Elsie Skocdopole. 

The Pringle family were active in the af- 
fairs of the United Church. Ministers through 
the years included Rev. Haworth, McLennan, 
Cy Warren, Ricker, and Armstrong, 

The hospital was a busy and valued in- 
stitution in the community, with Dr. Wm. A. 
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Henry a true friend to anyone who needed his, 
dedicated care. Those were the days of many 
house calls, twenty-four hour service, and 
minimal fees. Some of the nurses remembered 
were Miss Brown, Florence (nee Kenner) Peter 
son, Jean Thevenez, (nee McPhee) and Lila 
Scouler, (nee Tomsett). 

Friends of the Pringle family who lived on 
the same street and still fondly remembered 
were Fred Hunter and the Hergotts, Hewitt, 
and Hallonquists. Many other old friends in 
the Bentley area come to mind, including the 
Wrights, Petersons, Holmes, Garries, Sum- 
mers, Solbergs, Ray Miles, Huttons, Georges, 
Dickaus, Robert Stewarts, Fay Johnsons, 
Renschlers, Hopkins, John Blish, Witherells, 
Thorps, and Millers. 

Bill Pringle spent many years on the Hospi- 
tal Board and Church Board. He was a mem- 
ber of the Oddfellows and Masonic Lodges. 

Myrtle Pringle's life revolved around her 
family and her church, She was an active 
member of the WMS, and Ladies Aid. The 
family were involved in church groups, such 
as the ©.G.L.T,, Tuxis and Rangers, as well as 
school and community activities. 

Myrtle Pringle died in 1950. Bill lived with 
their daughter, Margaret and her husband, 
Barr Gilmour, in Edmonton and later in Calga~ 
ry, until his passing in 1971. 

Jack is married. He and his wife, Mary, 
live in Nanaimo, 8.C, Margaret was married in 
1943, She and Barr live in Calgary, as do their 
two daughters. Garry and his wife, Dorothy, 
who were married in 1948, live in Innisfail, Al- 
berta. Their one son, Bill, lives in Calgary. 





PRINS PETER 
By Harry B. Hansen 


Peter Prins and his wife emigrated from 
Holland and settled on the S.E, 8-40-28-W.4. 
Their daughter, Tina, was born about 1934 and 
was a popular student at Gull Lake Schoo! 

This quarter section was first occupied by 
Dayton Wareham. Marshall Wareham was the 
next owner. The Nathan family then occupied 
it for several years. Mr. Nathan passed away 
while living there, Mrs, Fred Renschler was a 
daughter of the Nathans, 

Peter Prins took over from the Nathans 

The Prins family led a seemingly secluded 
life and did not do any large scale farming. 
Their social life centered around the Dutch 








416 


Church at Woody Nook, and their Dutch they sold the farm to Louis Cabelka, the pre- 
friends in that district sent owner, and moved to the Fraser Valley in 
After many years of small scale farming B.C. 





RAE, JOHN AND FAMILY 
by Mary Ree 

Mr. & Mrs. John Rae came to Bentley in 
1919 from Detroit, Mich., and bought the Ludwig 
Larson farm one and one-half miles north west 
of the village. 

They had five children: Jean - Mrs. G.P. 
Tyrrell residing at Sun Lake, Arizona, Ethel - 
passed away May 16, 1924, Mary-Mrs. Olaf Ree, 
residing in Calgary, Annis - Mrs, Angus MacLel- 
lan, residing in Grand Prairie and John who 
passed away March 28, 1951 

The Raes retired from farming in 1951, 
retiring in Bentley until they moved to the 
Nursing Home in Red Deer. 

Mr. Rae passed away May 4, 1974 and Mrs. 
Rae August 3, 1974 


RAINY CREEK NOTES 
By Marion Cabelka from Mary Nelson's Memoirs 

Rainy Creek derived it's name from the be- 
lief that as rain storms came through the hills, 
not far from the source of the creek, they fol- 
lowed down the stream. Early settlers found a 
well-tramped path along the north bank of the 
creek. They were told this was originally a but- 
falo trail, and later used by range cattle and 
horses. Many buffato skulls and deer horns were 
found near the Carritt farm, anda huge set of elk 
antlers not far from Glen Nelson's present 
home. 

A road of historical interest was the portion 
of the Rocky Mountain House trail that passed. 
through the district. Coming south from Ed- 
monton, it crossed the Battle River near Ponoka, 
circled the south end of Gull Lake, and on to the 
Rocky Mountain House ford on the Blindman 
River. This ford was on the SW 10-40-1-5, later 
Fred Nelson's homestead, The trail, around 
sloughs and muskegs, following roughly north 
of Rainy Creck, passed through the Medicine 
Lodge Hills to the west, and on to the Hudson's 
Bay fort at Rocky Mountain House 








Transportation in winter was by horse (or 
sometimes oxen) drawn sleigh or jumper (a box 
on front sleigh runners); insummer by wagon or 
democrat. And some made short journeys by 
stone boat (a platform on runners). In 1912 
settlers clearing land for a road were paid 25 
cents per hour. 


Early settlers mentioned the hordes of mos- 
quitoes. Some built smudge fires so the animals 
could stand in the smoke and be free of bites. 
Cows would be driven into the smoke and would 
stand there to be milked. Most of the fields were 
very small until the introduction of the tractor to 
western Canada following World War | 

Mrs. Mary Nelson wrote in her memoirs of 
wash day in those early days before power and 
plumbing. In the early days of her marriage, 
water was heated in a boiler on the stove, the 
washing done with a scrub-board by hand, in a 
tub. Later, a large iron kettle, holding 12 or more 
gallons of water, had been suspended from a 
rod attached to the top of two poles. This was 
filled with water and a fire lit under it. As their 
water was extremely hard it had to be ‘broken’, 
0 about tablespoons of lye was added to the 
heated water. This brought a thick scum to the 
surface, which was removed, using a long 
handled skimmer, before the water reached the 
boiling point. The hot water was then carried to 
2 washing machine in the nearby pump house. 
The same small engine that pumped the water 
ran the washing machine. Most of the soap used 
in washing was homemade. This same large ket- 
tle heated water for family baths, and was used 
to heat water for the scalding process when 
butchering pigs. 


‘She told of their first chicken house, using 
materials at hand, It was made of two pole pens, 
one about three feet smaller, and placed inside 
the larger, each about six feet high. A window in 
the south side was covered with old bags in- 
stead of glass, and a board door, also facing 
south was hung with leather hinges. Wild hay, 
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cut with a scythe, and dried, was tamped be- 
tween the two pens to serve as walls. More 
poles, laid across the top in a sloping position, 
and covered with thick grassy sod, formed the 
root. Pole roosts and a few rough nests were 
added, and this building served for several yo- 
ars. 

‘The first telephone line in the district came 
in 1909. It went south and west from Bentley and 
down what is now Highway 20. 

‘The early settlers’ homes were made of logs. 
Lumber needed for floors and finishing was 
sawed at the Casper O. Vig sawmill near Sunset 
Hill. Lime was used in the construction of rock 
foundations, filling chinks between the logs, 
and later in plastering walls for those who had a 
frame house, This lime was produced in a lime 
kiln and Mary Nelson described the first one she 
saw, on the George Garries farm (now Jahraus). 
Mr. Garries had made his lime kiln on the bank of 
fa small creek near his home. This resembled a 
huge fireplace built into the side of the creek 
bank, in which a large wood fire was kept burn 
ing steadily, day and night for at least a week 
Neighbours took turns to keep the fire, blast and 
haul the rock to the kiln site and bring logs 
suitable for firing 

‘A great deal depended on the proper plac- 
ing of rocks in the kiln, Imagine an igloo, shaped 
from the rocks (usually quite flat), with the door- 
‘way coinciding with the opening in the side of 
the bank, through which the fire was fed, the 
remainder of the pitfilled with more rock andthe 
smoke and flame escaping through the whole 
pile to the top. When these flames reached a 
Certain shade of cherry red, the fire was allowed 
to die out, and the top was covered with sods, 
sand, or even layers of slough hay. Thelime was 
left to ‘cure’ until it was entirely cold, The sur- 
plus lime was sold to other setters, or todealers 
in Lacombe, thus adding to the homesteaders 
scanty income. Mrs. Nelson had a vivid memory 
of sighting that cherry red flame, as with her 
parents she neared the Garries home on the 
second day of their journey out from Lacombe 
after their arrival there in April 1901 

Settlers helped each other with the erection 
of their log buildings. Often a ‘bee’ was held, 
neighbours coming to help raise the logs, the 
women coming to contribute to the dinner. It 
was an enjoyable time when neighbours worked 
and visited together. Women held quilting ‘bees’ 
also. 

‘An organization of the pre-1920's was the 








Young Peoples’ Literary Society. At the meet- 
ings news from a paper known as the Rainy 
Creek Tattler was sometimes read. It gave gen- 
tle ‘digs’ at friends; eg. Housewife calling on 
bachelor neighbor: 'I came to offer my sympathy 
for the death in your family.” Bachelor: ‘There's, 
been no death in my family, what made you 
think 80?’ Lady: ‘The dark mourning cloth hang- 
ing from your door knob. Bachelor: ‘That's not 
mourning, that's my tea-towels drying.’ This 
group put on concerts, plays, social evenings 
and box-socials. Debates were popular. Two 
topics noted in 1915 news clippings were ~1 
Resolved. that the present European War was 
necessary for the Advancement of Christian 
Civilization,” and 2. Resolved, that Woman is 
intellectually inferior to Man 

In the 1980's the United Church Young Peo- 
ple's Society flourished for many years, and 
most of the young people of the district at- 
tended. The minister gave help and guidance, 
members took part in many programs and many 
topics were discussed, sometimes in debate, 
sometimes with visiting speakers. For a few ye- 
ars, a-act play was presented in the spring, and 
then taken to nearby communities. The group 
exchanged meetings with other Young Peoples’ 
‘groups from Sylvan Lake, Lockhart and Fairview 
(Lacombe) 

In the 1930's many of the Young People 
were unemployed and still at home. The Young 
Women began meeting in a group called The 
Independent Order of Unmarried Women 
(1.0.U.W,). The name came from a play that had 
recently been given. This group had no set 
meeting date; they got together when anyone of 
their number decided to call the others together. 
They held sleighing parties, coasting parties, 
picnics and hikes, mended the church hymnals, 
helped a lady tie a quilt, papered the front room 
of another needing help with the task, etc. One 
memorable day they brought team, disk and 
harrow, hoes, rakes and spades and worked up 
the church yard, One by one they married, and 
finally disbanded when none were still ‘Inde 
pendent and Unmarried’ 

AU.FW.A. was organized in June 1934. The 
first officers were President - Mrs. Harry Lay- 
cock; Vice-President - Mrs, Russell Heenan: 
Secretary-Treasurer - Mrs. Fred Nelson. Other 
members that year were Mrs. F.R. Edwards, Mrs. 
Fred Carritt, Mrs, J.B, Dane, Mrs. A.A. Petro, 
Mrs. Henry Stone, Mrs. Frank Nelson, Mrs. M 
Bigam, and Miss Cora Dane 


They studied timely topics, had demonstra- 
tions - rug making, cake-icing, etc. 

They attended U.F.W.A. Conference each 
summer, and won many prizes on their exhibits, 

‘A dairy calf club was formed in the 1930's 
through the Department of Agriculture under 
Mr. Fred Newcombe. Offspring from those 
calves improved district dairy herds. Later, 
young people joined other 4-H clubs. 

‘The first rural mail route through the district 
came from Blackfalds to one mile west of high= 
way 20, 2 miles north then east, and south to 
Blacktalds again, early mail carriers were Mr. 
Waghorn, Mr. Fred Miller, and Mr. George Wa- 
dey. 

In May 1922 rural route 2 out of Bentley was 
established and came through the district from 
the north-east, and then west from the Church 
corner. J.C. Carritt was mail carrier on this route 
for the first fifteen years, succeeded by John 
Solberg 

Rural electrification came to the district in 
the spring of 1949 

Welcome callers in the district were the 'Ra- 
leigh man’ and the ‘Watkins man’. They brought 
a variety of spices and flavorings, soaps and 
ointments for sale to the rural population, and 
usually left a small ‘goody’ for each child. 


RAINY CREEK BASEBALL 
By Vernon Nelson 

In the early days, pre 1920's, the youngmen 
of the district formed a baseball team. They 
played teams from the surrounding area. They 
held the championship from Sylvan Lake to 
Rimbey, and from Clive to Lockhart for several 
years, 

‘A copy of the minutes of an early meeting, 
May 10, 1914, follows: 

‘Moved and carried that the baseball team 
known as the ‘Rainy Creek’ is to go under anew 
name which will be known as the ‘Blindman 
Valley’. 

Moved and carried that the Blindman Valley 
team are to tax each member $1.00 which will be 
used for purchasing supplies for the said team. 

‘Moved and carried that the said team are to 
get new suits of a dark red with emblems of 
B.MV., and each member to pay for said suit 
which are to be gotten by Mr. Fred Carritt and 
made. 

Members of the team were: Mr. Fred Nelson, 
Captain Second Base; Mr. John Nelson Pitcher: 
Mr. Fred Carritt Third Base; Mr. C.A. Whitesell 
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Catcher; Mr. D.A. Whitesell First Base; Mr. 
Premo Hutchison Center Field; Mr. John White- 
sell Left Field: Mr. Wilbur Whitesell Short Stop; 
Mr. Chas. Steele Right Field: Mr. Keith Silar Ex- 
tra; Mr. Harold Veetkind Extra; Mr. Jim Carri, 
Mr. Edwin Hanson, Mr. Joe Reiter. 

Following is a copy of a poem composed at 
that time by some one known only as ‘The 
Rainy Creek Poet’ 


Have you heard of the Rainy Creek Nine? 
‘The best ball team in baseball time 

‘They are the boys who always cheer 

Which gives the other teams a constant fear. 


They are the boys who play the game 
‘They carry the emblem of the Rainy Creek 
‘And this is due to Nelson Fred 

Who always to the boys hath said ‘Play the 
Game’ 


Now the credit we give to him 
He's not prissie, he is slim. 

Fred's not weak, he is strong 

He's the one that pushes the game along. 


Now our pitcher, John Nelson by name 
He'll deliver the ball, with the Rainy Creek fame. 
The other teams now take a fit 

‘They know his curve, they cannot hit. 


With Chas, Whitesell behind the bat 
He will catch ‘em, we all know that. 
Although at times a little hot 

He'll always cool off on the spot. 


Fred Carritt, a little windy at times 
He's one of the boys of the F.C. nine, 
He holds third base, he holds it true 
He never lets a ball slip through. 


The short stop, though he is quick 
Once in a while a ball will slip 

But when he comes to take his bat 
He's sure of hitting, we're sure of that. 


The other players, for lack of space, 
I cannot mention them in this place, 
But their playing is surely fine 

They are members of the R.C. nine. 





Now we have given you lots of fun. 
The reason more games we have not won 
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Is just because we lacked the ‘mon’ 
Ever since the team R.C. begun. 


Now if you Farmers, one and all 
Will give a dollar to the R.C. ball 
The games that we will win by fall 
Will be astonishing to you all 


RAINY CREEK CHURCH 
By Marion Cabelka 

In the summer of 1902, the people of Rainy 
Creek felt the need of religious services in their 
district. With their method of travel and the state 
of the roads they found it impossible to attend 
the nearest church at Bentley. Upon their re- 
quest, a Mr. Robert C. Scott, formerly of Ontario, 
was sent out from Red Deer by the Methodist 
Mission Board as a student minister to establish 
congregations in Rainy Creek district in Sep- 
tember, 1902, and made arrangements for the 
first service, which was held a short time later 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Urich (now the 
Gerald Wilson farm). Mr. Scott stayed at the 
Forster home on the north shore of Sylvan La- 
ke, and held services in various homes. He 
also held services in the ‘Randolph Appoint: 
ment’ (now Durham) at the Randolph home, 
which is now the Archie Carlyle farm. 

This Mr. Scott was the same Robert C. Scott 
who later served for many years in the Marine 
Mission on the west coast. One of the boats of 
the United Church Pacific Fleet was named in 
his honor. 

‘Soon the homes became too small to ac~ 
commodate the growing congregation. There 
were now enough school-age children to forma 
school district -a slow process timed by govern 
ment regulations - so the settlers decided to 
build a church first, with the understanding that 
it could be used for schoo! purposes until such 
time as a school district could be formed and a 
proper schoo! building erected, Mr. Nels S. Nel- 
son, grandfather of the present Nelsons, do 
rated land from his homestead for the church 
building, 

During the winter of 1902-1903 men hauled 
logs, using both horses and oxen. InJunea bee 
was held for raising the logs in place. No one 
worked harder, or put in more time on the pro 
ject, than Mr. Scott himself. In October another 
picnic bee was held and the floor laid, and root 
shingled. The dedication of the new church 
building was held November 29, 1903, Mr. Scott 
and a district bachelor spent the previous night 





in the building with only some hay from the 
Nelson barn and their saddle blankets to keep 
them warm. They finished installing the win 
dows the morning of the dedication 

Picture the building at the time: rough, un- 
peeled spruce logs with chinking showing be- 
tween; an unplaned poplar floor; a box stove 
with stove-pipe extending through the roof, 
bracket coal-oil lamps; and benches made from 
rough boards nailed to large rolls of wood. 
‘There was no cash expenditure for this building 
except for nails, six windows, two doors, and 
shingles. But the spirit of worship was as great 
as in any of the finest buildings. 

Rey. C. R. Carscallen, later principal of On- 
tario Ladies’ College, and Rev. Charles Holliffe, 
later @ missionary to China, were the officiating 
clergymen for the dedication. A supper and 
social time was held the following evening, 

The schoo! board supplied a second floor 
and school desks before the opening of school 
there on February 1, 1904. It was used until the 
Carritt school was built and opened in January. 
19085, 

Improvements were made to building and 
furnishings from time to time, often with the help 
of the Ladies’ Aid. It served the community well 
for the next 36 years. In 1925 the congregation 
became part of the United Church of Canada 

In 1931, the original building was replaced 
by a larger, more up-to-date building, and the 
dedication was held November 26 of that year. 
Rev. C. A. Warren was minister at that time. A 
financial report given at that time again showed 
no debt against the building, a result of a'pay as 
you build’ policy. Later, more workwas done on 
the interior, a basement was constructed an the 
exact site of the log church, and the church 
building moved on to it. Pews, communion ta- 
ble, and gifts were given by descendents of the 
pioneers and dedicated in their memory 

Services were held here until the end of 
1965. In January, 1966, the Rainy Creek congre- 
gation joined with and was welcomed into the 
Bentley congregation. The ministers, after Mr. 
Scott, were the same as those at Bentley, 

The Rainy Creek church building was pur- 
chased by the community and is now used as a 
Community Center. 

RAINY CREEK U. C. W. 

By Marion Cabelka 

The ladies of the Rainy Creek district had 
given every possible help towards helping with 














the church, the Sunday School and neighbor- 
hood needs, In October, 1906, they met at the 
home of Mrs. Henry Stone to form their own 
church organization, the Ladies’ Aid. Officers 
elected at this meeting were: President, Mrs. 
Henry Stone; Vice-president, Mrs, P.R. Heenan; 
Secretary, Miss Jennie Young; Treasurer, Mrs 
John Dane. Eleven members were present at 
that first meeting, one walking six miles, others 
coming by horseback, and by team with buggy 
‘or wagon, some from as far as fourteen miles. 
Ten other ladies, soon joining, were added to 
the list as charter members. These members 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs, 
Mrs 
Mrs 





Ella Urich 
P. R, Heenan 
R. S. Mitchell 
Mattie Dane 
Minnie Stone 
Mrs, N.S. Nelson 
Mrs. A. Young 
Miss Ruth Forster 
Mrs. Tom Carritt 
Miss Golda Dane 
Miss Mary Carritt 
Mrs. B. J. Forster 





tanding -L 
Peabody, Mrs, Ca iu Surrat 
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[Nelson holding Fern Surratt 





Mrs. Austin, Mr 











nces Wit, Mr, Be 





n, Vermette Stone, Floyd 
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Mrs, Reuben Randolph 
Mrs. William Heenan 
Mrs. JH. Johnston 
Miss Jennie Young 
Miss Eva Austin 
Miss Edith Nelson 
Mrs. J.C. Carritt 
Mrs. J. G. Blish 
Miss Emma Nelson 

For many years a hot noon-day meal was 
served before the business meeting, with hus- 
bands and children often attending, There is a 
record of one hundred persons being served at 
one of thesemeals, In later years, with improved 
roads and better transportation, meetings were 
held in the afternoon and a lunch served. Only 
in bad weather did husbands bring their wives. 

‘Over the years the group became part of the 
Red Deer Presbyterial U. C. W. As with United 
Church groups all across Canada, the name La- 
dies Aid was changed to Women’s Association 
(WA) and later to United Church Women 
(w.cw) 

‘Special celebrations were held in obser- 
vance of the twentyfifth, sixtieth, and sixty-fitth 
anniversaries of the group. Many of the October 


Bessie Fields and Helen, Mrs, Thompson, Grandma 
Mrs, Dane, 2, Rose Carritt holding Beatrice, 
Thompson, Peagy Austin, Alberta 

nd Marion Nelson, Mrs. N.S. Ne 























Hitching rails at Roiny Creek church - 1989 
Cattle, chickens in crate, sheep and articles on ri all dor 
Rainy Creek Community Centre 






meetings are held in the same room inwhich the 
first meeting was held, the home now of Mrs. Eva 
Wallace. A modern house has been built around 
that first small homestead home, but members 
are always glad to meet there and recall old 
times. 

The charter members are all gone. The last, 
fone, Mary (Carritt) Nelson, passed away De- 
‘cember, 1980. 

This group Is looking toward their seventy- 
fifth anniversary, in October 1981 
SOME OF THE EARLY MINUTES ARE VERY 

INTERESTING 
1. The first social event mentioned was at the 
third anniversary of the church in 1906, There 
was a program and a social time, and the collec- 
tion amounted to $10.10, One entry stated that 
children under 15 were tobe admitted free to the 
entertainment if they assisted with the program, 
otherwise the charge was 3 for 25¢. 
2. Krough shed holding about five teams was 
built in 1908 for a total cost of $44.00, 
3, Some early bills allowed were: a broom, 40€; 
‘three blinds $1.75; bed and spring for the manse, 
$12.00; one Canadian hymnal with music and 
twenty-three without music, $5.40, 
4, Fortwenty years the nearest toilet was down a 











Jong path to a neighboring farmyard. Then, a 
faithful parishoner built one and set it up in the 
corner of the church yard, It was used until 
inside facilities were installed last year. The 
Ladies Aid paid the bill of $9.40 for the material 
used in this small building 

5. In February, 1913, a motion was passed to 
purchase an organ for not more than $90.00. A 
short time later a chapel organ and stool were 
purchased from the T. Eaton Co. but the cos 
was not recorded, In 1910 the Ladies’ Aid fur- 
ished the material for a vestibule, 8' by 8 the 
bill amounting to $21.40. In 1916 they financed 
the material for covering the log wall with wall 
board and for building a chimney, the labor be- 
ing done by volunteers. 

6. A great deal of the cost of the material for a 
new church to replace the log building in 1939, 
was raised by the Ladies’ Aid who, in co- 
operation with the men, putona very successful 
White Elephant sale. 


MONEY RAISING 
7. Various ways of raising money have been 
Used, but the most profitable has been the sale 
‘of mountains of food by catering to banquets, 
bake sales, auction sales, etc. At one time 
members gave their Sunday egg money, which 








‘amounted to $40.00 in the first six months. They 
tied quilts for 50¢ each, sewed carpet rags tor 
15€ per ball, put on an ice carnival at the local 
rink, sponsored a neighborhood sports day, as 
well as many other projects. 


RAINY CREEK HOCKEY AND RINK 
By Vernon Nelson 

My earliest recollection of hockey in this 
district was three or four trips to the river ina 
winter. Early in the winter, any patch of ice on 
lake, slough or creek was fair game. After snow 
came you shovelled snow for two hours to skate 
for one. The goal was a pair of overshoes set at 
each end of the rink; about that far apart. When 
the puck disappeared into the snow bank, the 
closest one to it got to dig it out and start the 
game again, Many were the arguments and the 
referee had to make many quick judgments to 
keep the game running smoothly. 

‘Ater the school of 1905-1928 was moved 
from the school yard in 1932 the district resi- 
dents who wanted a rink got together with hand 
tools and several four-horse teams and fresnos. 
A 60 x 160 foot area was levelled and a 2 foot 
fence, with railing above, was built. The school 
had a well that didn't produce enough good 
water for flooding so water was hauledin barrels 
and an old steam engine tank borrowed for the 
purpose. About 1936 a new well was drilled 
which solved the water problem, 

In the 1940's the rink was enlarged to 80 x 
185 feet, a light plant purchased in 1945 and 

nts put on the rink. The skate shack was 
enlarged to double as kitchen and skate shack. 
Many were the social parties held there. 

Hockey was a big part of the activity. Rainy 
Creek played many games in an area from Alix 
to Rocky Mountain House and Rimbey to Innis- 











fal 

In 1940 the Red Deer Board of Trade spon- 
sored a hockey tournament in Red Deer. Eight 
teams from surrounding districts played for the 
trophy, which Rainy Creek won in 1946. 

With the rink in the school yard, Rainy 
Creek turned out many excellent hockey play- 
ers which, in this day, would rate N.H.L. status. 

To cover a period of twenty years, it would 
be impossible to name the many players who 
passed through this district, so | won't try. 

When I look back, | remember the hockey, 
carnivals, skating parties and the fun and enjoy- 
ment had by all who gathered there. 

The rink started in 1932 with a big get- 
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together with skating, hot dogs and all the rest 
With the closure of the Carritt school in 1952, the 
rink went with it, thus losing a large part of the 
district to progress and centralization. 


RAINY CREEK 
THE BEEF RING 
By Olga Thompson. 

In the late 1930's, about a dozen neighbors 
in the Rainy Creek district decided to have their 
‘own fresh cuts of beef weekly during the 
summer. They formed what was referred to as a 
Meat Ring. Each member would contribute a 
beef animal, weighing approximately a thou- 
sand pounds and this entitled him to one share 
of about twenty-five pounds of meat weekly. 
‘Those with large families would contribute two 
animals and this would entitle them to two 
shares. The animal to be butchered was brought, 
to the local butcher the evening before it was to 
be slaughtered, This sometimes turned into 
quite an ordeal. One farmer had hissteer loaded 
on his rubber-tired trailer back of the lumber 
wagon, when the horses took fright and ran 
away, upsetting the trailer and its cargo. Fortu- 
nately, the animal was uninjured. It had to be 
recaptured and was delivered the next morning. 
On one other occasion the animal was delivered 
to the butcher and it got out ofits pen, which led 
toa merry chase before it was captured 

‘The men who did the butchering were also 
responsible to deliver the meat. These were Bill 
Begert, Frank Nelson and Gordon Wyatt. Each 
served two or three years 

The carcass was cut and wrapped in pack- 
ages of equal weights and each member was to 
have a different cut of meat each week, so that 
by the end of the season each had been allotted 
a full carcass. If an animal was heavier than the 
required weight, the contributor of the animal 
got the surplus, which was then generally 
canned 

This form of barter was discontinued when 
the Red Deer Creamery installed a walk-in 
freezer plant, where lockers could be rented. 
The Bentley Meat Market opened a similar plant 
in the early 1940's. These too became obsolete 
when Rural Electrification came in and each 
home had its own deep freeze. 


RAINY CREEK 
FARM AND HOME IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
By Olga Thompson 

In the early 1950's, Lloyd Rasmussen, who 
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was the District Agriculturist in the County of 
fice in Lacombe, was very dedicated to his work 
and the progress of the community. 

‘As he visited the various farms and 
conversed with the families, together they 
agreed that the farm in general could be up- 
graded in many ways. He would make some 
suggestions and soon the whole family would 
become enthused. 


In the fall of 1953, he had sparked enough 
enthusiasm in the Bentley area that a meeting 
was called and the Farm and Home Improve- 
ment Progam was formed, backed by the Ben. 
tley and District Board of Trade and Agriculture 
as well as the F.U.A. Local #923, taking in a 
radius of approximately ten miles. 

In this program the District Agriculturist 
would draw up a program with each individual 
family in the spring of each year as to what im- 
provements they would anticipate for that 
year. Some of these would be paint jobs, 
either inside or out; erect a a new building: 
tear out a fence, or old unsightly buildings; ge- 
eral yard clean-up: get into a crop rotation; 
build up the livestock with better breeding or 
plant a shelter belt and the list goes on, 

Some time in October the D.A. would tour 
the district and check on the achievements to 
see if the projectshad been completed and how 
well they were done, In November agathering of 
all members (not all farm families joined) would 
meet in the Community Hall for a banquet anda 
guest speaker, who would comment on the 
achievements, 

In 1954 a certificate had been drawn up for 
each family, and at these banquets the D.A. 
would attach a seal of different colors depicting 
the degree of the accomplishment each family 
had attained. These seals wore marked Fair- 
Good-Excellent and Superior. 

The certificate was framed and signed by 
LC. Halmrast, Minister of Agriculture for 
Alberta, 

‘These programs ran until 1958 and the last, 
couple of years Walter McNary was District 
Agriculturist 

With only yourself to set your goals you 
were not competing in achievement with 
anyone else, 

It did a great deal to beautify the farmsteads 
and brought a closer relationship in the 
‘community. 





RAYMOND FAMILY 
by WOO. Skeels 


ABNER - Born in Nebraska on June3, 1843, 

Died in Medford, Oregon in 1926, 

Moved to South Dakota in 1884 

Had two families, six in the first and eightin 
the second. 

Reasons for leaving South Dakota: 

1. Bitter memories of mistreatment of Indi- 
ans by the soldiers. Abner was forced to guide 
the troops to Wounded Knee where 300 men, 
women and children were massacred. The Indi- 
ans had been consistently kind, friendly and 
helpful to the Raymond family. 

2. Indians were gone into the reservation. 

3, Bad farming conditions, insects, such as 
grasshoppers, worms, snakes and drought. 

4. Closing of saw mill 

5. Exciting news of wonderful opportunities 
in Canada. 

ADELAIDE - Abner’s second wife was a sis- 
ter to his first wife Caroline. 

Adelaide was born in Lincoln, Nebraska 
October 16, 1856, 

‘Adelaide and Abner leave South Dakota in 
1899 with 20 families and 80 wagons. Oldest son 
Charley was wagon master. They reached the 
Bentley district, Alberta in three months. Ade- 
laide drove a democrat all the way, with her 
mother beside her. Florence, the baby, was a 
year old. The trip was hard and difficult but no 
lives were lost and there was no serious illness, 


‘Adelaide died in Medford, Oregon in 1928. 


















4 building in the valley, first part built in 1899 and 
second part in 1900. Raymond homestead. 
Sanford Allison, Bill Hankins and Family and Ed Hankins 
‘and Family wintered there 













Her mother died in 1911 and was buried in 
Rimbey. 





First Family, Children of Abner and Caroline 

ALICE (Mrs. Bill Hankins) - Alice and Bill 
were married in the States and came to Bentley 
area by train in 1900. They had seven children. 
They lived and died here and are buried in 
Bentley. 

LETTIE-Married McLaughlin. They lived in 
Lacombe for a while where they had a clothing 
store. They moved to Wetaskiwin, then back to 
Montana. They died in Whitefish, Montana 

HENRY - Never came to Canada 

ALMA - (Alice's Twin) died at birth in the 
States. 

CARRIE - Married Sandford Allison, came 
by train in 1900. They lived and died near or in 
Rimbey. Had first white baby born in Upper 
Blindman Valley. 

CECIL - Died at 6 months in the States. 
Second Family - Children of Abnerand Adelaide 


Family of Abner and Adelaide Raymon 
iph, Charley, 


Back row: L 





R- Rel 
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CHARLEY - born March 17, 1879 in Holden, 
Missouri, Came to Canada in 1899, was wagon 
master and rode horseback, Homesteaded the 
place where Ray Skeels now lives. He built a 
house in 1900, probably the first in the district. In 
1902 he married Anna Ebeling. In 1905 they 
moved to Lacombe where he started a meat 
market. He sold this, then managed the La- 
combe Furniture Store. Soon after he became 
an undertaker. Was well known and highly re- 
spected. He died in 1955 at 76 years and Anna 
died in 1965 at 80 years, Both buried at Bentley. 
Charley and Anna had three children, 

LAVINA - Born August 5, 1902. Married Sid 
Honey. They had two boys now living in Eu 
gene, Oregon. 

ANNA - The second child, married | 
Palmer, had two children. Died and buried in 
Bentley. 

FRANCIS - The only son, was born in 1912 
Married Dizney Cambie. They had one son 
Francis and Dizney now live in Calgary 





en in 1896 
Torence, Azor, George, 





Front row - Lo R- Lena, Louise, Lydia 














Early Pioneers, Back Row L (0 Rsk 
Normon Brown, Eugene Skee 
Middle row -L 

Triplet 





Front row - L to R - Hazel Young, Mrs. Triplett, Guy Triplett, Miss Holcombe, Rolph T 


Hankins, Mary Evernden, Clif Trip 


LOUISA -Born 1877. Came by train in 1900, 
Married Ed Hankins and homesteaded Pete 
Kozak’s place. Lived where Carrols are, for 
three or four years. Ed was a milkman for years. 
Lived and died in Bentley area, buried in 
Bentley, 

LYDIA - Born 1881, Never came to Canada. 
Married Warren Cold and lived in Whitefish 
Montana. Died in 1986, 

EANA - Born September 10, 1884, camein 
1899 in covered wagon, Married Bill Cummings 
in 1903. Farmed at Ronald Wetze'’s place for a 
while. Had saw mill and boat on lake. Left for 
Medford, Oregon in 1917. Wrote the Raymond 
story published in "Real West Magazine” in 
March 1967. Died November 1980, 

AZOR - Born 1889, June 5, came in 1899 in 
covered wagon. Married Pearl Beveridge, a 
school teacher. Lived and died here, Died July 
1954. 

RALPH - Born November 29, 1894. Camein 
1899 in covered wagon. Left with family in 1916 
and moved to Whitefish, Montana. Married and 
lived in Medford, Oregon. Died in 1980, 

GEORGE - Born in 1892. Camein covered 
wagon in 1899, Married Verna Cox in October 


esse Evernden, unknown, George Raymond, Bill Cummings, Webb Gamer, 
Tom Cummings, George Hankins. 
R Johnny Adamson, Rolph Raymond, Shorty ?, Ernie Triplet, Poul (Ching) Euernden, Clark 





1, Pearl? Irene 








1918. Farmed until he died on August 13, 1927. 

FLORENCE - Born March 1, 1898 in Rapia 
City. Came by covered wagon in 1899 at one 
year of age. Lived within thesame section all her 
life. Married Eugene Orvis Skeels in 1919, 
Raised 6 children, and two foster children. Gene 
died in October 1982. Florence is probably one 
of the oldest pioneers in the Bentley area, 

The Children were:- 

MILDRED - Born in 1919, married Alvin 
Christiansen. Four children and 6 grand 
children. 

CLARENE - Born 1922, married Ken Ghe- 
seger. Three children and four grand children, 
one great grand child 

RAYMOND - Born 1924, married Rose 
Schrader. Five children and three grand 
children, 

WALTER - Born March 1926, married Lita 
Clark. Four children and eight grand children, 

EDNA - Born September 1929, married Jim 
Speakman, Five children and four grand 
children. 

‘ALENE - Born November 1932, married Da- 
niet Muir. Five children and three grand 
children 








READ, FRED 
by Bonnie Read 


My husband, Fred, and | farmed for about 
fourteen years on our farm in the Bentley 
district. 

‘Our daughter, Helen, was born here on 
June 8, 1918. Our son, Stanley, was born seven 
years later. 

We sold the farm in 1931 and moved to 
Kalispell, Montana, on a rented fox farm. 

We then bought a few acres, adjoining 
Kalispell on the north, and moved our foxes 
there for several years. We then sold the foxes 
and subdivided the acreage into city lots. We 
built houses on these lots, and the sale of them 
proved to be a very goad investment 

Fred took sick and died in, April, 1969. 

He is buried here in Glacier Memorial 
Gardens. 

I still make my home in Kalispell. 





Fred 


and Bonnie Read, Aileen Sweetman, Others 





READ, SMITH AND MARY 

‘Smith and Mary Read were married in 1886 
In England, where Fred, Sidney, Norman and 
‘Ada were born. They then moved to Massa- 
chussets U.S.A. and Maurice was born there. 
They came to Alberta in 1901 by immigrant train 
and settled on the farm where Tom Turnbull 
now lives. 

Smith was an interior painter and did much 
of his work in Calgary, while the boys cleared 
land and farmed. 

In 1916, Smith, Mary and Maurice moved 
back to the States but after several moves, Smith 
and Mary came back to Alberta and lived where 
Laurin Wiese now lives, Mary passed away in 
1934 and Smith once more returned to the 
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States, where he was killed ina hit-and-run acei- 
dent in 1939, 

Fred and Bonnie (Hankins) farmed where 
Nan Gideon lived, until the late twenty’s, when 
they moved to Kalispel, Montana, Bonnie and 
daughter, Helen, still live at Kalispel, and a son, 
Stanley, also lives in Montana, 

Sidney and Madge Read were married in 
1916 and moved to the States shortly after. 
They had one daughter, Thelma. Madge and 
Thelma are now living at Bend, Oregon. Fred 
and Sidney were both carpenters for many of 
their later years, 

Norman and Lilah (Larson) were married in 
1925. Prior to this, Norman had spent some time 
in the U.S. where he doctored for various ail- 
ments. They farmed in the Forshee area until 
1961, when they retired in Lacombe. Norman 
passed away in 1969 and Lilahin 1979. They had 
one son, Frank, who farmed until 1970 and since 
that time has worked for the U.G.G. 

‘Ada martied Theron Hankins in 1915 and 
they moved to South Dakota in 1916. They had 
twin sons, Kenneth and Keith. Inlater years they 
moved to Loveland, Colorado. Theron passed 
away in 1979 but Ada and family still ve there 
and at 88, Ada still has a real enthusiasm for life 
and can still dance, 

Maurice and Ann were married in 1921 at 
Portland, where he worked until retirement as a 
fireman and then engineer on the railroad, Ann 
passed away in 1977, after a lengthy illness. 
Maurice, at 83, still drives his car and has made 
two trips to Alberta just recently. 


REE, JOHN AND FAMILIES 
by Hans Ree 

When the late John Ree first saw Bentley 
country in July, 1904, he immediately fell in love 
with the valley and decided this was the place for 
him. He bought the W's 1-40-2-5 for $5.00 an 
acre, with some discount for cash, and went 
back to Minnesota to gather his belongings and 
move up. His mother was living with him and 
she refused to move to this new land he had 
found, saying they had it good where they were, 
Having promised his father, as he lay dying, that 
he would look after her as long as she lived, he 
felt that he should honor that promise and not 
move away from her. Itwas thirty years before't, 
was possible to fultill his dream of moving to 
Canada. 

In the meantime, he was married to Matilda 
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Stratte and they raised a family of four, one 
daughter dying at an early age of scarlet fever. 

In 1934, with Hans, who was now married to 
Shirley Nyborg and their infant son, John, six 
weeks old, and Olaf and Judith, they loaded a 
carload of settlers effects and a truckload of 
personal belongings and arrived in the Bentley 
district, taking up residence on the S.E. 12-40-2- 
5, known as the Johnson place. In the mean- 
time, he had traded land in Minnesota with his 
brother-in-law, Oscar Lillevik, and he acquired 
the S.W.23, which had some good spruce 
timber, and this was sawed for a barn and some 
granaries. 

Life was different in this land from the well 
settled land of Minnesota but, as a general rul 
crops were good, the people very friendly and 
neighborly and the family soon came to like this 
place, so much so that Hans and Shirley, who 
had originally planned to return to Minnesota as 
‘soon as the folks were established, decided that 
this was the country with a future and here they 
would stay. 

‘The folks retired to Bentley in 1998 on an 
acreage north of town, where they lived until Mr 
Ree's passing in 1939. Mrs. Ree and Judith later 
moved to the Jack Damron house, next to the 
school, and Judith taught school until her 
marriage to Rev. Galen Morstad in June, 1948, 
Mrs. Ree continued to live in Bentley until her 
passing on Good Friday, 1949. A wonderful wife 
‘and mother, she left a memory that blesses her 
family and community, 

Olaf married Mary Rae and they livedon the 
N.E. 19-40-1-5, known as the McKilligan place. 
‘They had three daughters; Susan whois married 
to Don Tronsgaard and lives in Edmonton. 
Karen married to Ross Gorrell and living in 
Delta, B.C. and Lynne, who lives in Ottawa, Ont. 









Sawing lumber at farm of John Ree, Sr 








West's Brushcutter on Ree { 





After Judith and Galen were married they 
lived in Calgary for a time, later moving to the 
States and finally settling in Spokane, Wash. 
‘They have four chilren -Rolt, Jonathan, Carolyn 
and Mary Beth, 

Hans and Shirley farmed at the home place 
and Paul, Owen and Buren were born during 
that time. In 1946 they decided to move closer to 
town so bought the Whitesell place, two miles 
west of Bentley. They moved into Bentley and 
lived in the Dr. Henry house for a year anda halt 
and it was during that time that Mark was born in 
1949, Later that same year they moved back to 
the farm, where Janice was born in 1951 and 
June in 1955. 

One advantage in living closer to town was 
that it was easier to get in to curl. Many 
friendships developed as a result of curling, in 
spite of the keen competition, and one that 
stands aut in memory is the one with the late 
Jack Rae - a good curler and a real gentleman. 

Now the family was growing up and it 
became necessary to have more living space, so 
In 1954, with Arvi Niemelaas head carpenter, the 
old house was enlarged and made more 
modern, 





Barn raising at Ree farm 


In October, 1957, John married Betty Stone 
and they worked for a while with Uncle Olaf and 
later bought the N.W. 16-40-2-5. They have four 
children ~ David, Kevin, Laurin and Melanie. 

Paul married Julie Nagy in April, 1973 and 
they bought the home place, S.E, 29-40-1-6. 
‘They have two children - Daren and Nikki 

‘Owen and Pat Butcher were married in 
February, 1964. He had attended University of 
Alberta and now hasa dental practise in Vernon, 
B.C. They have three children - Todd, Karen and 
Brent, 

Buren married Elaine Hoff in September, 
1966. He attended University in Edmonton and 
the University of Illinois and works in the 
research department of 3M in St. Paul and lives 
at Stillwater, Minn. They have one son, Sean, 

Mark married Joan Shaw in December, 
1978. They liveon the S.W. 18and Joan works at 
Michener School in Red Deer. 

Janice married Les Christiansen in 
October, 1972. They live on N.W. 9-40-27-4 and 
have four children - Mandy, Jens, Jake and 
Josh, 

June isa dental assistant at present working 
in Edmonton. 

In February, 1967, Shirley, beloved wite and 
mother, passed away following surgery and left 
a very real vacancy in the family circle. The 
highest tribute that can be given to any woman 
is that her family remember her as a wonderful 
wile and mother, and that she was. 

In 1971, on avisitto son, Owen and family in 
Vernon, 8.C. a friendship was renewed with 
Helen Hansen, a former resident of the Bentley 
district and in December that year we were 
married and continue to live in Vernon 

There are quite a number of former 
residents of Bentley and district living in Vernon 
= Wengers, Doepels, Hanchers and Schellers as 
well as the Forrest James family, former 
residents of the Ponoka district, so itis easy to 
feel right at home. 

Helen's daughter, Muriel, and her husband, 
Lester, ive here as well as Owen, Pat and family, 
but thoughts go back many times to Bentley 
district and the good life we had there, where the 
country may change but the warm-heartedness 
of the people makes you always welcome. 


REISWIG, BEN & MINA 


Ben was born November 14, 1903 in Park 
land South Dakota to Emmanuel and Mary Reis- 
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wig, There were three daughters Hulda, Bertha 
and Sadie. The family left South Dakota and 
lived for a while in North Dakota but they de- 
cided to come to Alberta, They had all the pos- 
sessions shipped and they boarded the train 
that would bring them to a new land. They came 
to this district in 1919, where they bought sec. 
23, township 39, range 1, west of 5. They built 
their house on the N.W. quarter. This house is 
still being very much lived in, It has stood up 
well 

The Reiswigs operated a saw mill for a few 
years. Mary was remembered as being an im- 
maculate housekeeper. The family lost Sadi in 
1922 when she died of scarlet fever. She was 
twelve years old, 

Hulda and Bertha are both presently living 
in California. Both parents died in California in 
the early sixties 

Mina was the only daughter born to Dolly 
‘and Will Schmidt. Her birth date is May 19, 1909. 
She and her two brothers, Philip and Ralph, had 
all been born in the old log house that was their 
home, on the east half of sec. 24-39-1-WS5, 

Mina recalls the day that Ralph was born, 
Emmie Pickering came to be with her mother. 
She had ridden over on horseback. When baby 
arrived and all was well, Emmie was going to go 
home. Mina, who was all of five and one halt 
years old was to go along as far as the gate into 
Emil Schmidts and help Emmie open and close 
it, As she was walking along she had a bad case 
of hiccups. All of a sudden Emmie jumped off 
her horse and grabbed at Mina. ‘Scared me to 
death” says Mina “but the hiccups were gone!” 
A good old fashioned cure! 

Mina took grade | to IX in the Aspelund 
school and then went to Calgary for grade X. 
‘She took piano lessons from Mrs. Wigmore and 
Mrs. Soderman, riding there and back every 
week on horseback, 

‘She remembers being quarantined in her 
room from December to March, 1922, with sca- 
rlet fever. They were in the new house by this 
time and the old house was still standing close 
by, so Ralph would climb up on it and visit with 
his sister through the window. 

Where did Ben meet Mina? Some young 
people had gathered at the Riis home. They 
were tossing a ball around and this got the “ball 
rolling” that led to four years courtship for Ben 
and Mina! However the wedding bells rang for 
them on November 6, 1929 

They livedin Kelso's house for the first three 
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months while Findlay was away in Scotland. 

Then they built small house on the S.E. quarter 
of the Reiswig section, They were given a dozen 
chickens and a cow for awedding present. They 
bought some horses but they all died later with 
swamp fever. Money was scarce so Ben bought 
an old second hand tractor to pull the binder. 
‘About this time Ben had to have an appendix 
operation so Mina became adept at operating 
the farm machinery from that time on. She re 

lates a couple of incidents she had with rakes. 

She was raking with horses and ran into a bees 
nest. The horses bolted, broke the tongue and 
Mina fell into the rake, rolling along with the hay. 
‘Another time she went down to Pickerings on 
the tractor to get a rake but a goat kept getting 
Up on the seat. She'd get him off but before she 
could get on the tractor and go, the goat would 
be back on the seat! 

‘The roads in those days were maintained 
with a drag pulled by horses. Ben did this job 
quite often. He did a lot of threshing in the 
district for years. During the depression Mina 
remembers selling butter for 9¢apound and she 
made every kind of cheese you could think of. 

‘They have one son. Lyle was born July 2, 
1941, He married Irene Mickey of Bowden and 
they gave Ben and Mina three grandchildren 
‘Theresa, Christopher and Joseph 

In 1950 the Reiswig's built anew home and 
they enjoyed having more room. 

In 1963 they sold the farm but they didn’t 
move far away, just over on the next road west, 
where they built on an acreage. 

Bill Bigg, who had come here from Russia, 
made his home with Ben and Mina for thirty 
two years. He died in April 1964 

Mina has given piano lessons for many yo- 
ars, and usually has a big class to perform each 
spring recital. Her lunches that go with the 
lessons are always a treat! 

Ben has not enjoyed good health for several 
years having had a stroke twenty years ago. He 
is presently in the Red Deer Auxiliary Hospital 
He has always enjoyed company and having 
friends and neighbors around him. When he got 
his first pension cheque he threw a party for the 
whole neighborhood! 

This couple celebrated their fiftieth wed- 
ding anniversary in November, 1979. Many 
friends, neighbors and relatives gathered at the 
Golden Circle in Red Deer to celebrate this oc- 


casion with them. Ben died in 1981 





REISWIG, EMMANUEL, 


Emmanuel and Mary Reiswig bought Sec. 
23-99-1-5 in 1919, alter coming from North Da- 
kota. They cleared land and used some of the 
timber forlumber, as they had a sawmill fora few 
years. Emmanuel built the house and planted a 
beautiful willow tree at the back, The house 
hhas had several additions but the tree is still 
growing and overhangs the house. 

The Reiswigs had four children; Berna 
Hulda, Bertha and Sadie, They all took their 
education at Durham and the Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist College in Lacombe. 

Ben still resides In the area. Hulda con 
tinued her education in Chicago and moved to 
California where she married and stil resides 
there. Bertha became a hairdresser, later mov- 
ing to California, where she married and stil 
resides there, Sadie died at the age of thirteen 
from scarlet fever, just afew days after the death 
of her friend, Emma Lofgren, who also died of 
scarlet fever 

Emmanuel sold the south half of the section 
to B. Tatlock, Ben Reiswig farmed the other 
half. Later Tatlocks sold all but twenty seven 
acres of the north half to the Carlyles. Other 
residents of the twenty seven acres were Tony 








Menard, 8, Byers, Eldon Bruns and W. 
Hammond. 

Both Emmanuel and Mary died in 
California. 


REISWIG, JOSEPH 
by Mrs. John Martin 

Joe came to Alberta in 1918 toa farm west of 
Blackfalds in the Blindman district. This land 
was all bush, which he cleared and broke. He 
brought all his machinery, including an Ottman 
Taylor tractor and a threshing outift, together 
with horses and cows. He maintained roads for 
a few years and he and Emmanuel Reiswig did 
threshing. Emmanuel was the father of Ben 
Reiswig 

In 1919 Joe built a house on the farm and in 
1921 he sold this farm and moved south of Ben- 
¥y. The family of six children went to Carritt 
school, 

In 1922 he bought a farm near Centreview 
school and the family lived there until 1928, 
when the farm was sold and they moved to Red 
Deer, 

‘After a few years they moved back to the 
United States and lived in California until his 








death in 1971, at the age of 84. Mrs. Reiswig 
passed away in 1972 at the ageof 80. Fourof the 
children are still living 


REITER, MARTIN AND MARGARET FAMILY 
By Katie Farrell and Bob Carlyle 


Martin Reiter was born in Kansas in 1866 
and moved to Texas as a young man, There he 
met Margaret Moos, who had emigrated from 
Luxemburg with her parents. Three children, 
Perry, Joe and Katie were born before the family 
returned to Kansas in 1898. The move was made 
when Martin’stwo brothers weredraftedto serve 
in the U.S. army during the Spanish-American 
War, and the father wanted help on the family 
farm, 

After the war, many residents of Kansas and 
other mid-western States were coming to west- 
ern Canada in search of cheaper land. A neigh- 
bor, Carl Stettler, returned after spending some 
years in central Alberta and he had acquired 
considerable farm land in the area where the 
town of Stettler was later founded. His enthu 
siastic description of this new land, where 160 
acres could be had for $10.00, sounded very 
attractive. 

In 1912, Martin Reiter, Chris Zimmerman, 
Ed Begert and others from the Marysville, Kan- 
as, area came to look for land. Martin bought 
the S.W.2-40-1-5, which had been homesteaded 
by one of the Boode family. The price ws $18.00 
per acre. Improvements consisted of thirty acres 
of broken land and a small log house. 

The parents and two boys maved up in 
1914, with two carloads of machinery, house- 
hold effects, horses and cattle. Katie taught at 
Gull Lake school for several months after their 
arrival but retumed to Kansas to complete her 
teacher's training course and remain there until 
1920, 

In the meantime, Martin and the boys 
cleared land and built fences and buildings. The 
hog house was built in 1919, 

Perry returned to join the U.S. army in 1918 
and remained there after the war until he died in 
1928. Joe also went back and settled in Oregon, 
where he still lives, 

George Farrell, who the family had known 
in Kansas, sold his farm there and came to Al- 
berta in 1921, He worked for the Suggetts north 
of Bentley for two years and then rented the 
Reiter farm when Joe left. He and Katie were 
married in 1925 and took over the farm. George 
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had the misfortune to lose almost all the pro- 
‘ceeds from the sale of his farm in Kansas. The 
bank where it was deposited failed and he re- 
ceived only 2¢ on the dollar. 

Misfortune struck again a few years later 
when George became ill. He suffered through 
three operations and finally died in 1928. 

Katie's son, George, was born several 
months after his father’s death. Katie stayed on 
the farm in a house of her own but the land was 
rented out. She milked cows and raised pigs and 
chickens. 

Martin Reiter died in 1946, after many years 
of failing health. His wife, Margaret, continued 
her active life on the farm until her death in 1953. 
In earlier days she played an important role in 
the district as a home nurse. She was present at 
many births and frequently spent several weeks 
caring for the family as well as the patient 

Katie continued to live on the farm and care 
for the livestock, as well as her handicapped 
son. She still took time for an active part in 
community affairs, in her church and the local 
Searchlight Club. Despite her own busy life, she 
has always been willing to help others. She now 
resides in the Bentley Senior Citizens Apart- 
ments and George is cared for at the Bentley 
hospital. 


REITSMA, GERRITT FAMILY 
By Georgina Froebel 


Gerritt Reitsma and his wife, Tetje, emi- 
grated from Wommels, Freisiand, Holland in 
January, 1928. They came as newlyweds in 
hope of becoming rich and returning to Holland 
within seven years. After ative day rain rideina 
cattle car, they arrived in Lacombe and were 
greeted by Tetje's brother. 

They made their first home on the Switzer 
farm east of Lacombe and it was here their first 
two children, Stuart and Dick, were born. From 
here the family moved to the Lincoln district 
where Gerard, Gordon and Theresa were born 
Later the family moved from the Lincoln district 
to the Bentley area and the Butcher farm, which 
was one mile east and a half mile north of the 
village. After a brief stay on the Butcher farm, 
the family moved to the Albert Wiancko farm, six 
miles west and four miles north of Bentley. Over 
the next few years, while still living on the Wi- 
ancko farm, Shirley, Trudy and Georgina were 
born, Also while living there Gerritt and Tetje 
became better known tothe Bentley community 
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as George and Ted. From the Wiancko farm, the 
family of ten moved to Blackfalds but after a year 
there George enlisted in the Royal Dutch Army 
and was stationed in Stratford, Ontario, so the 
restof the family moved back to Bentley and into 
‘the Carritt house. 

In 1946 the Reitsmas purchased a house 
‘owned by Mr. & Mrs. E, Chowen and is still 
‘occupied by George. The house, as itis today, 
has changed a lot over the years. When it was 
bought in 1946 the family was so happy to have 
running water, instead of running across the 
road to get it. Running water in 1946 meant 
pumping the tank in the attic full and more often 
than not the tank was overflowing instead of not 
having enough water. The water was cold and 
was heated in a tank by the trash burner on the 
electric stove and then the water had to be car- 
Tied out. The house was heated by a coal fur- 
nace and a wood burning stove, Even though 
the Reitsmas did not have all the conveniences 
of today, their home was known for being so 
clean you could eat aff the tloor. 

‘The family had many good friends and 


‘Mr. and Mrs. G. Reitsma and family, 1942 Back rd 
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neighbors. One Christmas morning the family 
awoke to find some boxes of food and warm 
clothing on the doorstep. It was not known at 
the time who had left the greatly needed gift but 
later it was found out and these kind people 
became known as Grandpa and Grandma Hug 
to the eight Reltsma children. 

In 1948, the second youngest son, Gerard 
enlisted in the Royal Canadian Navy, Stuart 
enlisted in the Canadian Army in 1950 and Gor- 
don joined the Royal Canadian Navy. Both 
Stuart and Gerard served in the Korean war. 
Since then, Gordon has retired after serving 
‘twenty-five years in the navy. 

In 1960, the family was deeply saddened by 
the sudden loss of their wife and mother at the 
age of fifty-two. Then in September, 1966, 
tragedy again struck when the second son, 
Dick, was killed in a car accident near Calgary. 

To date, George is enjoying retirement after 
working for twenty-five years for Canadian Pa- 
cific Railway, He enjoys travelling and fishing, 
while his family enjoys coming to visit in the 
family home he maintains so well. Since his wife 





died, George has made two trips back tothe Old 
Country and, with such a large family, he spends 
2 fair amount of time travelling to visit them. 

‘Stuart married Olga Chudyk and they have 
six children and three grandchildren. Dick mar- 
ried Marion Belhn and there are three children 
and one grandchild in their family. Gerard is 
married to Doreen Patterson and they have two 
children, Gordon married Merilyn Sinclair and 
their family consists of two children. Theresa 
married Cam Kirk and they have five children 
and one grandchild. Shirley married Herb And- 
erson and they have five children, Trudy is mar- 
ried to Don Parker and have three children and 
one grandchild. Georgina married Casper Froe: 
bel and they have two children. 





RENSCHLER, FRED AND HATTIE 
by Evelyn Fjallman 

Fred and Hattie were married in Belseker, 
Alberta, June 1917. Hattie was the former Hattie 
Nathan, and both families came to Alberta from 
North Dakota in 1908, 

The Renschlers came to the Bentley district 
in 1918, first to what was later known as the 
Surratt farm and then, in 1923, moved to the 
adjoining quarter to the north, N.E. 10-40-15 

Hattie was active in the Garden Club, Hos- 
pital Auxiliary and Searchlight Club. She was 
well known for her baking - especially 
"Kuchen”. 

Fred had a threshing outtit for many years 
and threshed for many of the neighbors, 


Fred and Hattie Renschler 1945 
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They had two children - Evelyn, born in 
1918 and Harold in 1921 

Fred and Hattie moved tothe Lacombe area 
in 1942 and into Lacombe proper about 1947, 
where Fred worked for many years in the Adel- 
phi Hotel (Later Lacombe Hotel) and Hattie 
again active in clubs and auxiliary work. Fred 
died in Calgary in 1964 at the age of 68 and 
Hattie passed away in Lacombe in 1970, at the 
age of 72. 

Evelyn went to schoo! in Bentley to grade 
11, which was as high as the school taught, then 
finished grade 12 and commercial in Lacombe. 
‘She married Carl Flallman in 1942 and lived in 
Alhambra until 1948 and then moved to Red 
Deer. In 1976 Carl and Evelyn moved to an 
acreage west of Blackfalds, where Evelyn still 
lives. They have one son, Harold, (Fudd), who is 
married and living in Red Deer. Carl passed 
away in 1978. 

Harold took all his schooling in Bentley with 
the exception of one year in Red Deer. He joined 
the Air Force in 1942 and was a commissioned 
navigator serving overseas. He married the 
former Mary Ralston of Rimbey and they have 
one daughter, Jo Anne, at home. On his dis- 
charge, he was for many years in the hotel busi- 
ness with the Calgary Brewery in Lacombe, 
Empress, Lethbridge, Calgary, Hay River, Syl- 
van Lake, Jasper, Saskatoon, Prince George 
and Yellowknife. They presently reside in 
Yellowknife, 


RICK, CHARLES AND ALICE 
by Aural (Fitch) Rick 


Charles and Alice Rick were marriedin 1889 
and lived on a farm in Minnesota, U.S.A., where 
six of their nine children were born - Peter, 
Chester, Ruby, Pearl, Elwin and Ross. 

In July, 1903, a bad hail storm took all their 
crops so they loaded up everything and came to 
Clareshoim, where they took a homestead. 
There Opal, Aural and Amethyst (Amy) were 
born, 

In 1916, because my father needed an oper- 
ation, they, with the four younger children, went 
to Washington and later to Oregon, having sold 
the homestead, 

In 1920 we came back, this time to Lacombe 
and stayed with my sister, Peari. Atthat time, my 
father bought our farm, two quarters of land 
located at the base of the Blind man hill -N.W.27 
and N.E. 28-39-1-5, The east quarter was in the 
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Durham school district and the west quarter in 
the Carritt school district 

My dad had heard that prospects were good 
in the irrigation country around Brooks, so we 
went there in 1921 and got two quarters of land 
through the C.P.R. My sister, Pearl and her 
husband, Cal Smith, moved on to the Bentley 
farm and lived there until my father rented it to 
the Zipricks. The irrigation farming proved a 
loss, so in 1924 we came back to the farm. At 
that time Father was 67, Mother 53, | was 11 and 
Amy 9. 

‘A former resident had built a four-room 
two-storey frame house on the west quarter so 
we lived there (bed bugs and all) until Mother 
said “enough of that”. We moved out fora week 
While our Rouse was fumigated with cyanide 
balls, Later my father added a summer kitchen. 

We started school at Durham and our 
teacher was a nice English lady, Mrs. Gill, who 
had come from England by submarine, during 
the first World War. Some mornings in winter we 
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started classes in the basement by the furnace. 
Sometimes Amy, | and a friend, Dot Adams, all 
rode to school on one horse. Amy and | had 
both missed school earlier because of sickness 
so were older than some of our grades. 

When | was ready for grade seven, we de- 
cided to try the Carritt school. That year was 
hard because we had four different teachers 
as well as the whooping cough. 

Christmas concerts were highlights of both 
schools and all, or most, children had many 
entries in the school fairs held at Sylvan Lake. 
The student with the highest number of points 
got a free week at Olds Agricultural School. The 
Carritt school entered an art contest for North- 
ern Alberta. Along with others in the school, 
Beatrice Carritt, Amy Rick and, | think, Almeda 
had pictures which helped to bring our schoo! 
the third prize. Amy later painted many pictures. 

My father farmed with horses. We had the 
essential horse-drawn machinery, wagons, hay 
racks, bobsleigh and "Bennett Buggy”, as well 





Wineiail on Rick farm 


‘as amodel T Ford and a 1928 Chev. touring cer. 
Our neighbors did our threshing and there was a 
mail route from Blackfalds. 

Henry Peterson lived a half-mile north and 
Fred Nelson three quarters of a mile west of our 
house, but our nearest neighbors, Charlie and 
Freda Kneiper, were within talking distance on 
the opposite side of a gully and creek. Wehada 
joint stock watertank at the bottom with a fence 
to keep our stock and Charlie's separate. 

My father brought a windmill from Brooks. 
This he used to grind grain, saw small trees for 
wood and pump water from the creek up to the 
house or carry water up the hill 

Dr, Henry was our doctor and a good one. 

After taking grades nine and ten at La- 
‘combe Seventh Day Adventist College, | spent 
six years at home. During that time, Amy and | 
went to the Rainy Creek Young People's parties. 

My brother Ross and family lived for atime 
on our farm, in a log house he and my father 
built. While there he made a spinning wheel, 
copying one owned by Mrs. Riis of the Durham 
district. That was during the hard thirties, when 
raw wool cost about 31 cents a pound and they 
spun it and knit socks, mitts, sweaters, etc. 

Opal was married in 1933 to Archie Bruce 


from Manitoba and they later lived in the log 
house for about four years. They had two sons, 
Bob and Jim, who was born in the Bentley hos- 
pital. Archie was later a prominent S.P.C.A.man 
at the head office in Edmonton. They are now 
retired and living in Edmonton. 

In 1941, because of arthritis, my parents 
moved to Lacombe, renting the farm to John 
Gimbel and later selling It to Frank Bloom, No 
fone has lived there since, all buildings being 
gone, with exception of a granary. 

‘Amy finished grade twelve at Lacombe and 
married Amold Hack of British Columbia in 
1946. They had three children, Marina (Dewitt) 
living in Calgary, Donovan and Elaine Jackson 
at Williams Lake, B.C. Amy passed away in 1951 
of cancer and Donovan also died of cancer, 
leaving two daughters. 

Mother passed away in Lacombe at eighty- 
three years of age. A short while later, Father 
went to live in California with the oldest daugh- 
ter. Although he had been in a wheel chair for 
many years, because of arthritis, he kept busy 
making wooden lawn ornaments and toys and 
helping his son-in-law with honey bees and 
playing his violin. He lived to see four genera- 
tions of male descendants, making five genera- 
tions in all. His mind was clear right to the last 
when in 1965 he died at the age of 98% years, 

| married Russell Fitch of the Centreville 
district, south west of Syivan Lake, in 1938, We 
had seven children, Amy (Schafer) near Red 





Charles Rick in 95th year 
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Deer, Leo at home, Marvin in Lacombe, Ray- 
mond (passed away in 1956 at the age of 11), 
Paul at home, Herbert in Red Deer and Alberta 
(Urlacher), Drumheller. The first three were 
born in the Bentley hospital. 

My brother, Peter, died at the age of 83 
Chester lives in Lacombe and is nearly 89. Ruby 
(Mrs. Bostwick) lives in Portland, Ore., andis87. 
Pearl (Mrs. Smith) lives in College Place, Wash 
is 85. Elvin at Hope, B.C. is 83 and Ross, living 
near Washington, D.C. is 82 


RIDDLE, WALTER 
by Phil Matthews 


Walter Riddle came to Bentley from the Uni- 
ted States in 1912, or perhaps a year or two 
earlier. He was a butcher by trade and com- 
bined that with sheep farming in Colorado. He 
came to live with his brother, Clarence, who 
‘owned the land that Grace Matthews’ grandson 
Richard Matthews now owns, being the S.W. 
193-41-1-5, In some way or other, Walter and 
Clarence’s wife, Clara, had differences so Wal- 
ter decided to get land nearby for himself. As a 
result, he bought the quarter section adjoining 
Clarence on the south, and also bought the 
quarter section west of it, across the road. This 
had been owned by aman by the name of Sollie 
and is now the land Phil Matthews lives on in 
1981 

My mother, Mrs. Matthews, worked as a 
housekeeper for Mr. Riddle and he became a 
900d friend of the family and the neighbors. He 
returned to the States to live in 1949 and died at 
Colorado Springs in 1951 and is buried there. 





RIS, CHRIS AND MARION AND FAMILY 
by Inger and Chris J 

(Our mother and father, Marion and Chris, 
emigrated from Denmark. Dad came to Black- 
falds in 1903, where he purchased a blacksmith 
shop from Nels Nelson, an early settler in the 
Carritt district. He was "Village Smithy” for nine 
years and Mother joined him in 1904, Inger, Mar~ 
tha, Chris and Mary were all born in Blackfalds 
and, as was the custom then, nearly all births 
were taken care of in the home. 

In 1912 Dad decided he was tired of blacks- 
mith work, as it was hard work with very little 
future, and life on a farm would be much 
healthier 

We then moved to the Aspelund district. 
Inger, being the eldest, remembers the trip. “All 





‘our worldly goods were loaded on three vehi- 
cles, a single-boxed wagon (our own), ahayrack 
anda democrat (both hired), one team andacolt 
“Pet”. Three cows walked alongside with two 
outriders guiding them, The family rode in the 
democrat, pulled by a team of mules. 

‘The road straight west was a dirt trail at that 
time with trees and bush growing along side, 
and here and there a clearing where buildings 
stood. Finally, we came to a small, white build- 
ing with two outhouses in each corner of the lot 
and a barn between, with a horse or two in the 
yard. This was a school? Later in the afternoon 
‘we came to another school. It must have been 
recess as many children were lined up on the 
front step to see our cavalcade go by. This was 
to be my new school. A winding road took us 
around Boode Lake to the top of ahill, where we 
had a panoramic view of the Blindman valley 
Here Dad stopped the horses and pointed west- 
ward and, like Joseph Smith when he saw Salt 
Lake, said ‘That’s the place’. The most | recall 
seeing were trees and bush. Finally, we wound 
our way down hill, around to the river crossing, 
and on straight west. Suddenly, on top of alittle 
hill we were stopped. Someone came back to 
tell us that a wagon ahead was mired down and 
they needed the mules to help their horses pullit 
out. Mud holes were common in the roads those 
days. We finally got through and were soon 
home. 

‘Our new home was a large one, made of 
logs and rough sawn lumber and we had more 
room than ever before. | even had my own 
roomi! We had a pump in the yard so we could 
use all the water we wanted for mud pies and 
wading, and had freedom and no restrictions. 
This was all fine until winter. The house was 
anything but warm and let in the garter snakes 
in summer and the snow in the winter. Next 
winter we moved into a shack we built ourselves 
and it was later used for a granary. 

On the farmstead there was a complete set 
of buildings for horses, cows, chickensand pigs 
— all made of logs and rough lumber. Its loca- 
tion was the N.W. 24-39-1-5 and had been ho- 
mesteaded by Reuben Randolph, who had built 
it up, then gave up and moved to town to take 
‘over a business. With all the amenities around 
you'd know he was no prairie schooner farmer. 
Left behind at our place were an old mower, a 
hay rake, a few pots and pansand some clothing 
and small articles with which we used to play 
house. Being the oldest, | had to care for my 





sisters and brother, but | wouldn't have traded it 
for life in town. 

‘There was much to learn about animals, 
both tame and wild. The evening chore was to 
hunt for eggs from hens who were free to 
wander as they wished. Then there were cows 
to bring in for milking. They usually stayed 
together, butin that thick bush they were hard to 
find s0 one of them always had a bell aroundher 
neck. When you were old enough to sit by @ 
cow, hold pail between your knees and squeeze 
so the milk went into the pail, you were allowed 
to help with the milking. This wasa status sym 
bol with your peers and you were truly growing 

As for the wild animals, there were rabbits a 
plenty and the first year our fresh meat was 
rabbit. Here is a quote that expresses my senti 
ment: ‘Rabbit hot and rabbit cold, rabbit young 
and rabbit old, rabbit tender and rabbit tough, 
thank you, but I've had enough’. There were 
also many muskrats, weasels and coyotes which 
were trapped, skinned and sold to supplement 
the meagre income. One incident | will never 
forget was when Dad skinned a weasel in the 
kitchen, one very cold winter evening, Theodor 
could not take second place to that of a skunk, 
even though it was a much smaller animal. The 
doors had to be opened and Mother kept run 
ning outside for fresh air, cursing as she did so. 
Dad reminded her this was a valuable skin as it 
had a black tip on its tail so he had to be careful 
and couldn't hurry, 

(One modern item that had been left was @ 
telephone. As we were “the line”as it were, 
many visitors came to use it. 

We lived in a newspaper-lined shack until 
1919, when we built our “new house.” It even 
had an upstairs and this was the house Archie 
and Sara Carlyle recently replaced with their 
lovely modern home in 1980. 

Chris, Jr. the only boy of the family, re- 
members a few incidents when he was in hot 
water. “One was the time | kicked the lid off the 
churn and the cream - precious as it was - ran 
down through the floor boards into the dug-out 
cellar below. It seems very amusing now but it 
wasn't-at the time and you can imagine my 
mother’s anger. The butter that was to be made 
and sold, in order that a few groceries could be 
bought, was wasted. A little boy, only 3 years 
ld, was lacked in the old milk house and here | 
‘was supposed to repent. After what seemed like 
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many hours | was released and pardoned for my 
wasteful crime, 

In those early days it was a common prac- 
tice for a neighbor to drop in unexpectedly and 
stay for a meal. This particular time, Emil 
‘Schmidt came by and had stayed for dinner to 
enjoy some of Mother's good homemade soup, 
Being mechanically minded at this early age, | 
crawled under the tablo and released the catch 
fon the drop leat Of course, the leaf dropped 
and so did Emit’s dinner - right in his lap. This 
time | was sent to the bedroom in disgrace. 

| started school when I was seven years old 
and attended Aspelund, which was two miles 
away and over a winding road. In summer we 
walked barefoot, reserving our shoes for winter 
wear, My first teacher was Miss Bain, During the 
four years | attended Aspelund, | had seven 
teachers which reflects a sign of the times; 
teaching a rural school was not easy in those 
days. 

Durham School District was formed in 1920 
to fill the gap between Aspelund, Norma and 
Carritt districts. The difficulties met in getting 
this schoo! started are told in another section of 
this book. Our first teacher was Mr. E.K. Wright 
and | also remember Mrs, Gill, a little English 
lady. 

After finishing grade 8, which was custom- 
ary at that time, | stayed home to help my father 
fon the farm. Work on the farm then, as we all 
know, was back breaking, with no large ma~ 
cchines to do the work, Brush had to be cleared 
with a team of horses and a block and tackle, 
The land was then plowed with a breaking plow, 
drawn by four horses. 

Some of the early neighbors | remember 
were, Alex Kelso, Fred Daniels, Gust Wall, Char- 
lie Mott and the Petros. 

During the winter months of 1926 ang 1927, 
| attended Olds School of Agriculture, where | 
Was to learn the best techniques of farming. 
Subjects included butter and cheese making, 
beekeeping, animal husbandry, field hus~ 
bandry, irrigation, botany and entomology. | 
attended again in the years '27 and '28, when | 
‘graduated and returned to the farm. That was a 
great year --- | was a graduate farmer, we pur- 
chased our first car, a 1923 Model T, and wehad 
our last fifteen acres of land broken by tractor 
with Benny Reiswig and his father doing the 
work. For a while it seemed everything was 
going well and farming was beginning to pay off 
when the “Big Depression” hit. All had learned 
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at Olds was almost in vain, as we now had toeke 
outa living as best we could. Dad would workin 
the blacksmith shop he had set up on the farm, 
sharpening plow shares for 25¢, settinga wagon 
wheel for 75¢ and shoeing a horse for two bits a 
hoof. Mother made cheese and sold it for 10to 
15¢ a pound. In this way our “grub stake would 
be supplemented and as farmers our stomachs 
were adequately filled - better than many less 
fortunates in the city. Today when my wife 
cooks three or four pork chops and tells me it 
cost $4.75, | am reminded of the time | hauled 
five well-inished pigs, 200 pounds each, with 
the wagon and team seven miles to Bentley and 
received a total of $15.00 for the five. 

‘The 1930's were not all work and no play. 
Alter the toil of the day, | would often relaxin the 
summer evenings, usually at Sylvan Lake. 
‘There | might join the boys at the barortakeina 
dance. Jitney dances were the big thing then. 
The “Silvertone Seven” was a popular orchestra 
and occasionally Mart Kenny and his famous 
group would play. The refrains of this music. 
drifting across the lake were very romantic on a 
pleasant summer evening and on one of these 
‘occasions | met my wife, Jessy Patterson, in 
July, 1938. She came from Midnapore, just 
south of Calgary, but | had scarcely heard of the 
place. We were married in July, 1939, 

We continued living on the farm. In 1941 
Marilyn was born in March and in 1943, Jack 
added to the family tree, We managed to live 
well enough but there were few frills, because 
these were the war years, with rationing and 
many other obstacles to overcome. Six of us 
were living off one quarter section and expan- 
sion seemed too expensive, 50 we decided to 
sell, In the spring of 1947, we soldto Archie and 
‘Sara Carlyle, Mother and Dad moved to Sylvan 
Lake and Jessy and | and our small children 
went to Leduc. 

I had been a farm boy all my life and was 
anxious to see the other side of the fence. Anew 
oilfield had just opened near Leduc, so there we 
went to seek our fortune. For about a year we 
lived in a makeshift abode in the ball park, which 
Jessy used to call our “castle” 

‘Meanwhile, Imperial Oil Company was 
making plans to set up a model town ina barley 
field, situated centrally in the oil patch. Istarted 
work as a laborer but soon graduated to battery 
operator. While | was at work, Jessy would 
make plans for our new house in the model 
town 








In late July, 1948, we moved to the new 
townsite of Devon. This name was chosen be- 
cause of the Devonian strata formation from 
which the oil came, We lived in an old garage we 
had moved from Leduc. 

There were only six families there and no 
water, power, store or postoffice but lots of mud, 
noise and construction. We were true pioneers 
ina modern age. In early September we moved 
into our new house, which we had been building 
all summer and it was truly @ happy day forall of 
Us. The first thing Marilyn and Jack wanted to 
do was bathe in a real tub with running water. 
The house was very small as the company had 
rigid standards and did not consider | was earn- 
ing enough to afford anything larger. Inciden- 
tally, | was getting 95¢ an hour. 

In 1950 our second son, William Roger, was 
born and now our small house was too small for 
comfort. We immediately started to rearrange 
some walls and add some pieces on and we 
seem to have been changing houses or remo- 
delling them ever since. 

In August, 1968, we moved to Edmonton, 
while | continued to work at Devon. Jessy had 
been teaching at Holburn school, west of 
Devon, but when we moved she worked part 
time with Parks and Recreation in Kindergarten 
work. 

| was retired in 1973 because of failing 
health. We moved to Lacombe the following 
year and bought an "old, old” house, but ina few 
years we found our zest for repairing and caring 
for this type of house was waning, and felt we 
both would be better in a warmer climate. 
‘Somehow, we chose Kelowna, where we moved 
in 1977 and do like it here, but miss our many 
{good friends in Alberta, even though we cannot 
say the same for those long, cold winters. 

In 1960 Marilyn married Grant Fletcher, a 
wheat farmer from near Taber, who is also a 
commercial pilot. They have 3 children, Janine, 
Judy and David. Jack graduated as an Elec- 
tronic Technician and has worked on the DEW 
line, with CN Telecommunications on Pyramid 
Mountain, Jasper, and is now with B.C. Hydro in 
Vancouver. He married Roberta Hobson of that 
city. They have 2 children, Aaron and Danielle 
and live in Ladner, B.C. Roger, after completing 
high school, worked and did considerable tra- 
velling. He now works for Selmoe Sales at Stony 
Plain, 

Having reached the ripe old age of three 
score and ten, one begins to realize we are here 


only for a short time, and tend to look back to 
where you have been. The road ahead is short 
and’unknown. Better that we reflect on that 
long, winding trail behind, happily recalling the 
Blindman Valley, its people and all other roads 
that followed. Let us throw the torch to those 
that are taking over where we leftoff. Good luck 
and bless you all! 

Of my sisters; Inger became a home Eco- 
nomics Teacher and married Eric Hale, aformer 
principal of Blackfalds school. He was born in 
India and educated in England. They lived in 
Edmonton and had 3 children, Yvonne, Allan 
and Lilian 

Martha married Frank Minton who worked 
in a dairy farm in Edmonton before joining the 
RCAF, during the second world war. Later they 
moved to Winnipeg, where he was salesman for 
dairy equipment. Frank died a few years ago, 
and Martha and their son, Francis, now live in 
Delta, B.C. 


ROBOSTAN, ALEX 
by Ann Wecker 


‘Alex Robostan came to Canada from Russia 
in 1928, accompanied by his three cousins. 
‘They travelled extensively throughout Western 
Canada in search of employment. Alex spent a 
winter in Manitoba working ina lumber camp on 
Lake Winnipeg. Coming out to the prairies, he 
settled in Central Alberta at Coronation and be- 
{gan working for the C.P.R. 

In the early 1930's he met Lena Filipenko 
and was married in 1932. It was the early years 
of the depression and work was very scarce; and 
wages low. He was working for the C.P.R ona 
temporary basis, being laid off for the better part 
of the year, usually during the winter months. 

In order to supplement his income he would 
work for the local farmers during the time he was 
laid off. He spent some time at Princeton, B.C. 
with his father-in-law and his brothers-in-law, in 
gold mining venture. This being a failure, he 
returned to the C.P.R. 

In 1987 he transferred to Mundare where he 
stayed for two years, Then in January, 1939, 
‘Alex, Lena, and one son, Bob, moved to Bentley. 
It was the start of World War 2, but he was stil 
not working steady, so during the winters he 
took on different jobs to supplement his income, 
such as clearing land for Percy Wilton, He also 
did some fur trappng. 
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‘Alex Robostan with 4; pound trout caught at Open 
Creek. 


In 1940 another son, Jack was born. He 
passed away, however in 1952. 

‘Alex purchased his first home from Gos 
Peterson in 1944, and in his spare time did an 
extensive remodelling job. This home stil 
stands, immediately east of the Senior Citizens 
Activity Centre. His employment with the C.P.R. 
became permanent, but he still found enough 
spare time to build four more homes and lend a 
hand to perform many more tasks about town. 
He stuccoed the addition to the first high schoo, 
and stuccoed several homes in Bentley. 

During this time Lena was employed at the 
Post Office and remained there for ten years, 
unti illhealth forced her to leave. 

After 35 years with the C.P.R., Alex made 
the decision to leave and became the custo- 
dian of the elementary school until 1971, when 
he retired, He and Lena worked together at the 





Grover and Lily Robson and friends in Model T 





school during this time. They both enjoyed the 
outdoors and spent many hours on the lakes 
fishing. Lena passed away in September, 1976. 
Alex still finds the time and strength to help, 
where he can. He travels over Central Alberta, 
exploring the many fishing holes. He also 
spends time with his family who live in Calgary; 
his son, Bob, and daughter-in-law Lois; grand- 
daughter Sherry and grandson Delwyn. 


ROBSON, GROVER & LILY 
by Laura Sambrook 

Grover Alfred Robson was born in 1892 in 
Nebraska, and Lily Huldah Cox was born in 1900 
in lowa. They were married at Lacombe, Alberta, 
in 1918. They settled down to farm in the Lock 
hart Valley, first of all on the "Drake" place, 
which is the present Dobos farm. Then they 
moved to the "Joppe" place, one mile eastof the 
Calkins Valley School. In about 1921 they 
moved to the farm one and a half miles south of, 
the Calkins Valley School, taking the house 
from the Joppe place with them. The house had 
already been moved from the south east comer 
of the Joppe place to the north west corner; 
which says a lot for the mover of that time, be- 
cause the last move was made several miles over 
frozen muskeg. That house presently stands on 
the J.W. Jaffray farm, 

































Grover and Lily lived for about 38 years on 
that farm through good times and bad. raising a 
family, and being good community minded peo- 
ple. Grandpa(Wilson)Cox also lived there in his 
later years, Grover and his father, Jim Robson, 
will be remembered as excellent story tellers 
who dearly loved to tell stories of the early days, 

In 1959 Grover and Lily sold their farm to 
‘Sam and Edna Wetzel, and retired to Bentley. In 
1968 they celebrated their Golden Wedding An- 
niversary, the celebration of which had to be 
delayed a few weeks because Grover had fallen 
and broken his hip. Grover passed away in 
June, 1975, aged 82 years. He and people his 
age have lived through a very eventful era, hav- 
ing seen many great changes, from the grub hoe 
to the jet age. 

Lily has been confined to hospital in Ben- 
tley for the past few years and is in very poor 
health, 

Grover and Lily had three children; Laura, 
born April, 1919, married Julian Sambrook in 
4941, and live in Eckville, They have two sons, 
Roly and Bill. Allan was born in November, 
4922, and married Sadie Stopson in May, 1960. 
Sadie passed away in 1977. Allan livesin Dixon, 
and has one daughter, Rose Marie. Russell 
bom in May of 1992, married Joyce Stevenson in 
February, 1955. They live on a farm in Lockhart 
Valley and had five children; Wayne (deceased 
1976), Lee, Deborah, Douglas, and Chery! 





THE ROBSONS 
by Margaret Rimbey Moore 


Grover Robson, my uncle, told me the fam- 
ily story on Sept. 1, 1970. I have it on tape and 
have taken excerpts from it. 

James Wesley Robson, known as Jim, was 
born on February 26, 1871 at Clinton, lowa, 
then, as a small child moved with his family to 
Nebraska. Margaret Katherine Uhlig, known as 
Katie, was born in Germany in 1873 and came 
with her family to Nebraska in about 1882. Jim 
and Katie were school chums, then were mar- 
ried at West Point, Nebraska in 1891, They 
farmed near the little town of Crofton, Nebraska, 
where a.son, Grover Alfred, was born an Nov. 2, 
1892, and a daughter, Ella Ethel, was born on 
August 16, 1896, 

‘They hada threshing outfit and a corn shel- 
ler. Grover remembered the old thresher be- 
cause it was horse powered and he remembered 





Jin and Kat 
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the horses going round and round, Times were 
very hard and there was a severe drought, much 
like Saskatchewan in the thirties, 

Jim had a brother George, a surveyer at 
Nelson, B.C., who thought that he could get Jim 
a job there. So the family left the States in 1897 
and went to Nelson, B.C. George could have got 
Jim a job on construction, but Jim had been 
around steam a lot, so right away he got a job in 
the Silver King Mine, out of Nelson,as a steam 
engineer. We don't know how long he worked 
there until a new superintendant came and let 
several men go. Jim was one, sothen he went to 
Rossland, 8.C., where he worked fora ong time. 
He wasinamine, running aconcentrator, which 
100k gold and silver out of the ore. Itwasagood 
job and he was very reliable so he stayed therea 
long time. Ella and Grover went to schoo! there. 

‘We don't know why they moved, but in 1900, 
they tried homesteading about four miles west, 
and maybe alittle north, of Lacombe. They lived 
that summer in tents, and Katie's sister, Elsie, 
and her husband, were there with them too. The 
flies and mosquitos were terrible and it was very 
wet and wagons were stuck often enough that 
everyone carried chains. Sometimes when they 
were stuck, someone else would come along 
and help them out. Sometimes they would even 
have to pull a horse out of the mud. By the time 
that fall came, they were tired of homesteading 
so they went back to Rossland again and Jim 
worked in the mines, The second daughter, 
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Elsie Pearl, was born that fall, on October 10, 
then another son, James, (Jimmie) was born 
September 5, 1904. Jim was in the mines until 
1905, when they moved to Alberta again. They 
got on the train at Rossland, and went to Nelson. 
‘There was no railroad from Nelson to Creston, 
so they got a steam boat to get to Creston, 

When Jim and Katie and their family got off 
the train in Lacombe this time, Katie's father, 
Edward Uhlig, was there to mest them, It was 
early in the day but the roads were so muddy 
that it was near midnight when they finally got 
out to his homestead. This time the Robsons 
lived south of Bentley. on what is now the Szasz 
land. They rented this land from Jim Murtay. 
‘The Murray brothers had proved up the homes- 
tead but some of them decided to go backto the 
States, so were renting out the land. The build- 
ings were made of logs and are all gone now. 
Robsons didn’t have much money, so Jim 
worked out alot, sometimes putting up hay for 
Dan Murray. They had three horses now, and 
Grover remembered ploughing the triangular 
field where the elevators stand today, with an 
old walking plough and the three horses. They 
farmed the south half of town, because there 
wasn't much town there in those days. There 
was a post office in the Putland and Thorp store, 
and there was a hotel very close to where the 
Balmoral Cafe is. The livery barn was a bit west 
of that, about where the new bank is. The child- 
ren went to the one roomed school. The main 
street was called the road allowance, because 
that was all it was. 

Hunts lived directly south of Robsons on 
what is now the Allan land. For some reason 
Robsons and Hunts decided to move, not away, 
but into each others houses. Robsons lived 
there until they moved to their homestead at 
Lockhart, N.E. 9-41-2-5, (Calkins Valley in those 
days). Jim went in the winter and built the 
house, then the family moved into it in the 
spring, probably about April. There were about 
20 acres broken on the north side of the road 
so they bought that from a fellow named Jero- 
me, who had been a blacksmith in Rimbey. 

Jim was still interested in steam and ran 
threshing outfits for Dan Murray, and Reid from 
Rimbey, among others. The farmers formed a 
company, and in about 1913, they bought their 
own outfit. This was called the Big Steamer, and 
Jim ranitforalong time. Then there was need of 
‘second outfit so anather company of ninemen 
was formed, and they bought the Little Steamer. 











‘Some of the nine men were: Ralph Wiese, Joe 
Georgy, Carl Gelin, Gus Palm, Gavin Caldwell, 
John Erickson, Grover Robson and Jim Robson. 
Jim was the only man who was in both com- 
panys. But the Little Steamer wasn't so little. It 
took 20 men on the outfit, ahuge pile of wood so 
that they could keep the steam up, and an unbe- 
lieveable amount of food for all those men. 
Grover ran the separator for eight or ten years, 
then took over and ran the engine. The Big 
Steam Engine was sold to McTighe's sawmill 
and was finally burned up. Eventually the Little 
Steamer was sold for almost nothing, and the 
money was divided up. The drive belt and the 
separator were sold to Alfred Haarstad, 

Jim Robson is remembered as a kind and 
generous man, was on the Municipal Council, 
the local Schoo! Board and was president of the 
Lockhart U.F.A. at one time. Many will re- 
member him as the Master of Ceremonies at the 
Christmas Concerts in the old Lockhart Hall. He 
was instrumental in getting the elevator built at 
Forshee, which was such a great help to farmers 
in the horse and wagon days. 

Jim and Katie retired to Rimbey where Katie 
passed away on September 9, 1946, and Jim 
passed away on May 17, 1950. 

‘Grover Robson married Lily Cox and his 
story is told separately. 

Ella Robson married Chester Rimbey in 
1919. They spent their lives farming at Rimbey 
and Chester passed away in 1967, and Ella in 
1969. They had two children, Margaret and Do- 
nald. 

‘Margaret married Allen Moore and has two 
children: Marilyn Pottage of Edmonton, who 
‘has two litle boys; Dennis, who married Marsha 
Edwards, a granddaughter of Len and Flora 
Beddoes. Dennis and Marsha live at Fort Nelson 
B.C,, and have one little git. 

Donald (Donnie) Rimbey married Donna 
Robinson of Leedale, and they live in Edmonton. 
‘Theirchildren are Barbara, Wayne and Colleen. 
Barbara has 2 little girls and Wayne is being 
married in August of 81 

Elsie Robson married H.G. (Pete) Sampsel 
in 1921, and farmed near Lacombe for anumber 
of years before going to Calgary. They had two 
children Glen and Evelyn, Elsie now lives in 
Edmonton. Pete passed away in 1964. 

Evelyn married Jerry Woodlock, lives in Ed- 
monton and has two daughters, Brenda and 
Laureen. 

Glen tives in Edmonton and has two sons, 





Mel and Craig. Mel has three children and Craig 
has one daughter. 

Jimmie Robson lived at home until he went 
to what is known now as the Alberta Hospital at 
Ponoka. He has spent his life there. He occa~ 
sionally goes on bus trips and has been back to 
both Rimbey and Bentiey. 


ROE, MELVIN AND FAMILY 
by Clarence Roe 

In the spring of 1899, my father, the late 
Melvin Roe, left the state of Michigan and jour- 
eyed to the town of Lacombe, N.W.T. After a 
great deal of looking the country over, mostly by 
foot, he filed on the S.E. 12-40-28-4, He also filed 
on quarters for his father, George, and brothers 
Stanley and Irvin, George on N.E. 36-39-28-4 
Stanley on N.W, 36-39-28-4 and livine on S.E. 
36-39-28-4, Melvin worked for various homes- 
teaders that summer before returning home to 
Michigan late in the fall of 1899, 

During the summer of 1900, the family, 
which consisted of parents George and Eliza~ 
beth, and sons Melvin, Stanley and Irvine started 
out for the North-West Territories. They had 
two carloads of settlers effects, six horses, four 
cows and some farm machinery, such as walk- 
ing plows, etc. My grandmother, Elizabeth, in- 
sisted on bringing along her cat and dog and 
two small yellow canaries, which she called 
Dickie and Peter. They arrived at Blackfalds and 
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journeyed up the Blindman, arriving at their new 
home sites about the first of August. Their first 
stop was on my grandfather's claim. When the 
wagons came to a halt, my grandfather asked 
what they were stopping for and when told this 
was the site of his new home, he threw up his 
hands in dismay and said'"My God, Melvin, what 
kind of a damn wilderness have you brought us 
to?” However, the site chosen for my grandiath- 
er’s farmstead was on a nice, sandy knoll, with 
lots of trees for protection and with an abun- 
dance of grass and water for the stock so they 
were soon settled in, 

Grandfather was a carpenter and wood- 
wright so it didn't take them long to put up a 
few buildings, with lumber procured from the 
Cummings sawmill at Gull Lake. During the 
next few years grandfather Roe worked on his 
homestead while at the same time he practised 
his woodworking profession by repairing wag- 
‘ons, sleighs, etc., for the many new settlers in 
the district 

Melvin and Stanley, who had been brought 
up in the tall pine woods of Michigan, followed 
the lumbering profession, working at the Cum 
mings sawmill in the winter months and proving 
up on their homesteads in the summer, 

Irvin, the younger brother, who was ex- 
tremely retiring in nature and never quite ma- 
ture, stayed home and worked with his father on 
the homestead. He never married. 








George Roe homestead: 1915 









Melvin Roe family in 1918 





In 1906 Stanley married Annie Laten of 
Millet and they had seven children - Edith, Lucy, 
Jack, Willis, Golda, Marjorie and Leslie. 

Melvin and Leila Viet of Rimbey were 
married in 1907 and had five children - Ethel, 
Nettie, Clarence, James and Gilbert. 

Between the years 1916 and 1918, theentire 
Roe families sold their homesteads and moved 
to the Blackfalds area. George and Elizabeth 
and son, Irvine, retired to the village of Black- 
falds. Melvin and Stanley with their families 
bought and moved on to the farms just west of 
Blackfalds, where they lived for many years. 

Like most of the pioneers, the elder Roes 
have all passed on, 

George in 1920 - age 79 

Melvin in 1952 ~ age 83 

Stanley in 1971 - age 87 

Irvine in 1955 - age 75 

Elizabeth in 1982 - age 69 

Leila in 1951 - age 64 
Annie in 1977 - age 89 
Like most familes, their descendants have scat- 
tered far and wide, buta few still reside in central 
Alberta. 


ROGERS, JACK AND NORA AND FAMILY 

Jack William Rogers was born March 25, 
1901, at Dun’s Tew, Oxfordshire, England. He 
emigrated to Canada in March, 1921, accom- 
panied by his future brother-in-law, Stanley A, 





Walker. They settled in the Vegrevilie district of 
Alberta, working on a farm for two years, then 
buying a farm. Jack's fiancee, Nora Walker, who 
was also born at Dun's Tew, came out in 1924, 
accompanied by her younger brother, Henry 
(Bosco) Walker, who was sixteen years old. 
Jack and Nora were married at the Anglican 
Church in Vegreville on October 9, the day of 
her arrival 

Their four children; Roy James, born in 
4928, Gordon William, born in 1930, Rosa- 
mond Ruth, born in 1981, and Sylvia Eileen, 
born in 1936, were all born at the R.M.B. Hos- 
pital at Vegreville, 

In 1944 Jack and Nora bought a half sec- 
tion of land from Mrs. Williams, near Forshee, 
six miles north of Bentley. They worked hard 
for several years improving it. The children at- 
tended Contreview School 

‘Jack was on the Lacombe School Board for 
twelve years. He wasinstrumental in closing the 
rural schools and having pupils bused into Ben- 
tley, Lacombe, and later to Eckville. 

Roy attended Olds School of Agriculture for 
two years, and later Rosamond took a two-in- 
one course. 

Gordon took a mechanic's course and has 
followed it up, now having his own business in 
Vancouver. In 1955 he married Doreen Suther- 
land of Vancouver. Their family consists of two 
girls and three boys. 

Rosamond was married to Robert (Bob) 
Duke in 1955, They have two boys and two girls 
and live in Lacombe, Alberta, where Bob is Prin- 
cipal of the Junior High School and Rosamond 
is working in the Bank of Montreal 

Sylvia married Richard (Dick) Clemens in 
1958. They have two boys and two girls and live 
in Camrose. Dick isin construction and Sylvia is 
Manager of the Battle River Tourist Association. 

Roy married Therese Dobos and they are 
presently living at Hillview Farm, Jack and No- 
ra’s original farm near Bentley. 

Nora was a member of St. Cyprian's Angli- 
‘can Church at Lacombe, and Jack was a church 
warden there for many years. Nora also be- 
longed to the Forshee Ladies’ Club andstillisan 
honorary member. She was a member of the 
O.ES,, Alexander Chaper No. 4, at Lacombe. 

Jack, Nora, and Roy were presented with a 
certificate for obtaining five gold stars in the 
Farm and Home Improvement Plan, (five con- 
secutive years); which was presented by the Ho- 


norable L.C. Halmrast, Minister of Agriculture 
for Alberta, 1954 - 58. 

Jack received a plaque, being a Founding 
‘Member of the Alberta Wheat Pool He was also 
‘amember of the Bentley Chamber of Commerce 
for twenty years and served on the committee 
that worked to raise the level of Gull Lake. Jack 
was also District Deputy Grand Master, District 
No. 4, 1957-58, A.F. & AM. and was recently 
presented with his fifty year pin. 

In 1964 Jack and Nora retired from farming. 
They bought a home in Sidney, on Vancouver 
Island, B.C. They presently have fourteen 
grandchildren, two great grandsons and a great 
granddaughter. 

‘They celebrated their 5th wedding anni- 
versary in 1979, with a family gathering at the 
home of Roy and Therese, and open house two 
days later. 


ROSS CHARLEY 
by Harry B. Hansen 

Charley Ross was born in Duluth, Minne- 
sota, about 1897. He came to Alberta with his 
parents, Mr. & Mrs. Norman Ross, in 1898, tolive 
on their homestead for the rest of his life. Char- 
ley had one sister who passed away before he 
came to Alberta. After his parents died in 1925 
and 1936, Charley became a confirmed bache- 
lor. He never married, 

He operated his farm with horses, buying a 
‘small tractor in later years. He rented his land to 
the Butcher boys for a few years, then again 
farming it himself with the new tractor. 

During the years that Charley farmed there 
was little or no profit in the business. He was 
quite happy when he started receiving a pension 
cheque. That, along with his farm income, made 
him financially independent 

He did not have a long list of friends, but 
those of us who knew him will never forget his 
hospitality. He was not a heavy drinker himselt 
but always had wine, beer, and rye for his friends 
who did; and soft drinks for non-alcoholics and 
kids who were always welcome. He also kept 
candy and fruit for boys and girls who came to 
ride his horses or snowmobile, He was inter- 
ested in people and had a good memory for 
pioneer days. Today he would bea great help in 
writing the History of Bentley and District, 

He did not enter into much of the social lite 
of the district. He did some curling in his 
younger days, walking into Bentley with Ray 
Hutton and Dayton Wareham. He was keenly 
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Charley Ross and Mars 
Charley's new house. 





i! (Shorty) Dawson in front of 


interested in baseball and hockey but never left 
his radio or television to go and see a game. He 
bought a used halt-ton truck which he drove as 
ong as he was able to get a license. 

He rented his land to Gordon Beranek and 
went into retirement, "Going fishing”, he used to 
say. He, with Art Davey and Harry Hansen, 
made many fishing trips to west of Rocky Moun- 
tain House, Prairie Creek, Cold Creek, Skunk 
Creek, and Jim Creek 

Leaving home at 5:00 A.M., we breakfasted 
at Rocky, and were fishing by 8:00 A.M., coming 
home in the late evening. The fishing was good 
in those days; no trouble getting our quota. 

Gordon and Helen Beranek became Char- 
ley's best friends. Gordon built him a new two 
roomed house, as the old one was getting 
pretty decrepit. The new house was equipped 
with propane for heating, refrigeration, and 
cooking. It was Charley's first luxury. Gordon 
and Helen made regular trips over to clean, up 
his house. Charley was no great housekeeper. 
Gordon drove him to town and to auction 
sales and looked in on him every day when he 
was sick. Gordon was the only one who could 
get him to go to hospital or see @ doctor. He 
became dependent on Gordon and Helen in his 
later years. 

Charley passed away in his 80th year. He 
had no known relatives, 

Gordon and Helen’s daughters now live on 
the place. Glenda enlarged and remodelled the 
house and Sharon (McCrindle) moved in a mo- 
bile home. 








446 


ROSS, NORMAN & KATHERINE 
by Harry 8. Hansen 
Norman and Mrs. Ross, with their son, 
Charlie, came to Alberta in 1899, Mr. & Mrs. 
Ross were born in Ontario, then migrated to 
Duluth, Minnesota, where Charlie was born 
They homesteaded the N.E.24-40-I-W.5th, 
and built @ log house and barn, backa quarter of 
fa mile from the Meridian road, well away from 
the fow land around Gull Lake. At that time the 
trail from Lacombe to the Blindman Valley went 
by their house. In 1911 they built a new frame 
house and barn, close to their original buildings. 
Like most early homesteaders, they en- 
dured many hardships but never complained. 
They broke up a few acres with horses, boughta 
‘couple of cows, some pigs and chickens, and 
proceeded to live off the land, selling some 
homemade butter and eggs to buy necessities. 
They were fond of their horses and very 
fussy with them. They always drove anice team 
with sleigh or democrat. Wild fruit was plentiful 
and, with a good garden, always had plenty of 
food 
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Mr. & Mrs. Norman Ross and Charli in ear, Helen and 
Katie Nelles in front. Taken in 1916 











The Rosses enjoyed playing cards, mainly 
Pedro and 500. There were many evenings spent 
with the Hans Hansens and Brownlows, some: 
times to the wee small hours of the morning. 
They were also keen on the neighbors picnic at 
Meridian Beach 


Mrs, Ross died in 1925. Norman and son, 
Charlie, carried on the farm, occasionally hiring 
a housekeeper. One of their favorites was 
Emma Christensen, Norman was a steam engi- 
eer and had worked at tin the U.S.A. He often 
got a chance to work at it in Alberta. Earlyin the 
30's he became involved in a small engine acci- 
ent on the farm, and both legs were broken. He 
was a cripple for the rest of his life, passing away 
in 1936, 

Both Norman and Katherine are buried in 
the Bentley Cemetery 


ROSS, SOPHIA 
by Mrs. Clint Reed 

In 1901 when every train brought immi- 
grants, and settlers from other parts of Canada, 
Ducan Ross of Ladysmith, Quebec, arrived at 
Lacombe, Alberta, with his wife and eight 
daughters, and one son. The family settied 
three and a half miles east of Lacombe. 

Sophia, the third daughter, went to high 
school in Lacombe. In 1904 she attended Nor- 
mal Schoo! in Regina, returning after the four 
months course to teach at Lakeside, Eclipse, 
and Bentley, from 1906 to 1908, Latershe taught 
in Wm. Aberhart's school in Calgary. 

During the summer of 1914 she visited her 
sister, Mrs. Lorrie Lofthus in Idaho, and was 
there at the time war was declared. She decided 
to stay and married Dr. N. Ray Wallentine the 
following year. 

Sophia passed away in San Francisco in 
41959, Surviving were two daughters and five 
grandchildren. 

Sophia's stay in Bentley was a happy one, 
‘She was fond of dramatics and fitted into the 
‘amateur play staged in that era, later known as, 
the Thorp - Putland era. One old timer told of 
having business in Bentley when a play was on 
He attended and was so delighted with the show 
that he stayed over to see it again the next night. 
As he put it years after, “The leading lady was 
the prettiest girl | ever saw * Sophia Ross of 
Lacombe! 





RUD, EMIL 
by Hedvig (nee Rud) Heistad 

My parents, Mr. & Mrs, Emil Rud, left Nor- 
way in the spring of 1906 and came to Fingal, 
North Dakota, U.S.A. 

They left there in the fall of 1908 and came 
to Alberta and homesteaded on the east side of 
the north end of Gull Lake, about & miles straight 
east of Rimbey. 

They had two small children. | was one and 
a half years old and my brother, Alfred, was one 
month old. 

We lived with a bachelor neighbor in his 
ittle log house until Dad and Mother's brother, 
Christ Anderson, built a nice log house on the 
homestead 

Tho first ew years werea little rough as they 
had very little money and just enough things to 
got by with. Wild game and fow! were plentiful. 
When you got tired of partridge soup or rabbit 
stew there was uncle Christ with some venison, 
in or out of season. 

{As time went on, Dad managed to buy some 
milk cows and chickens, etc. Then as we had 
several bachelor neighbors, they bought all the 
butter, cream, milk and eggs that Mother could 
spare. Dad also bought three big oxen, One was 
a red white faced; the other two were biack white 
faced, with long horns. Dad proved up on his 
homestead with these oxen and a walking plow. 





Emil Rud and his Jour children - 1938 
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Once they ran away with the disk when Dad 
cracked his whip at a gopher. 

In the spring of 1912 my sister, Erma, was 
born: and by the fall of 1913 Thora was born. 

In those pioneer days they didn't have all 
the handy things we have today. Meat was 
usually salted down in a barrel of brine. What 
wasn't salted down was made into sausages or 
canned in jars, There was lots of dried fish and 
all kinds of berries. Wood and coal were used 
for cooking and heating 

When the time came for us kids to go to 
school we had almost five miles to go. Three of 
us rode on a roly-poly little pony who was 
scared to death of acar. He piled usmanya time 
ut never left us, Of course there were very few 
cars in those days. Dad bought his first car in 
1917. It was a 1917 Model T Ford 

| married Joe Heistad in January, 1928 and 
went to Veteran Alberta, to farm. Then in No- 
vember, 1929 Dad sold out and went to Chill 
wack, B.C. They didn't like it there so in the fall 
of 1930 they came to Bentley and bought a farm 
three miles west and one mile south of Bentley. 
Alfred, Erma and Thora were still with them, 

After a while Alfred started ata litle cream 
hauling. Then he married Alma Swanson of 
Chilliwack, B.C., bought a house in Bentley, and 
went into the cream and milk hauling business, 
‘They sold out in 1946 and went to B.C., where 
they stil live. They have two children, Marian, 
who married Joe Young and lives in Calgary, 
has three boys and one adopted girl, Marvin. 
who married Irene Friesen, lives in Prince 
George, B.C. They have three boys. 

(On January 14, 1937, my dear mother 
passed away and was laid to rest in the Bentley 
cemetery. John Fraser of the Pentecostal 
Church was the pastor. My sisters Erma and 
Thora were still at home, which was of some 
comfort to Dad, 

In the fall of 1938 Dad took a boat to Nor- 
way. He visited there until the summer of 1939. 
Erma married Fred Whitworth that summer. 
They lived in Bentley for awhile, then at Cam- 
rose, finally moving to Turtleford, Sask. They 
had two children. Kenneth married and had two 
children, a girl and a boy. He passed away in 
1971. Carol is married and lives in Wadena, 
Sask. They have one boy and one gir. 

Erma passed away in March of 1957 and 
was laid to restin the North Battleford cemetery, 
Fred passed away some time later. 
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Dad and Thora stayed on the farm at Ben- 
tley for a few years and had a housekeeper. By 
1946 he sold out. Afterwards they roamed 


around between his children. He lived with us 
towards the last. He was a lonely man, yet very 
happy in the Lord. Dad passed away in January 


1969 at the age of almost ninety years. He rests 
in the Bentley cemetery, besides Mother 

Thora was in the Deerhome at Red Deer 
from 1960 until she passed away in the spring of 
1978, She too lies in the Bentley cemetery be- 
side Mother and Dad. 
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SAINT, MITCHELL AND ELIZABETH 
by Beatrice Thorp 


Mitchell Saint came from Northumberland, 
England to Illinois, U.S.A., where he married 
Elizabeth Suggett, a sister of John (Jack) Sug- 
gett and they later moved to Stuart, lowa. In 
1903 both families came to the Bentley district 
and Mitchell Saint purchased the W¥ 8-41-1-5, 
about seven miles north west of Bentley. 

The Saints arrived in the district with four 
children. John, the oldest, was later a letter 
carrier in the city of Edmonton for thirty-five 
years, where he retired, passed away ands bur- 
led there. He was married to Stella Ellsworth, 
who is also deceased and buried in Edmonton 
Gertrude Saint married George Beddoes, who 
farmed in the Lockhart district. They later re- 
tired to Bentley, where George died in 1970 and 
is buried in Bentley. Gertrude is living in Park- 
land Manor in Rimbey. Harry died at the age of 
twelve years and is buried in Bentley. Dolores E. 
Saint married Reg Snow and they are now re- 
tired and living in Crofton, 8.C. Beatrice mar- 
ried Wilfrid Thorp and they are retired and living 
in Victoria, B.C. 

Mitchell and Elizabeth retired from the farm 
in 1927 and moved to Bentley, where they lived 
until Elizabeth passed away in 1946 and Mitchell 
in 1947, They are both buried in Bentley. 

In the early years Mitchell spent the winter 
months at Fernie, B.C. where he mined for coal 
to help out with the payments on the farm. 








SANDERS, GRANT AND HELEN 


Grant and Helen Sanders came to Bentley 
in 1936. They were the owners of the Drug Store 
which they purchased from Bird Drug Co., and 
operated the business until 1959 when they 
moved to Calgary. 

Both Grant and Helen were active in the 
community and in their church activities. Helen 
passed away in Calgary on December 24, 1969. 

They raised their four children in Bentley 





where they all attended school. Patricia married 
Bill Wyse, and they live in Medicine Hat. They 
have three daughters, Kathy Brosnikoff, She- 
rilyn Bokstein and Kim, all of Medicine Hat. 

Bill married Doreen Carr and they live in 
Calgary, and they have one son Randy. 

‘Margaret Ann married Vic Vogel and they 
live in Edmonton and have two children, Marcia 
and Jamie. 

Marilyn married Jim Garrizan and they live 
in Cayley, and have two children, Jason and 
Shane, 








Mr. and Mrs. Grant Sanders, Mari, Billy, Ptvcia and 
Margaret Ann 


SAWYER, DAVID EDWIN AND FLORA 
by DE. Sawyer 

David Edwin and Flora Sawyer were mar- 
ried in 1936 and purchased the S.W. 36-41-2-5 
from Mr. & Mrs. Bill Woyen in 1941 and the north 
west quarter of the same section from a gentle- 
man in California and also part of the south east 
quarter owned by a most colorful character in 
the person of Joe Montgomery - known as 
‘Moonshine Joe”. His story appears elsewhere 
in this book. 


‘The Sawyers moved to the Forshee district 
in 1942 and four children were born to them: 
Gary married Ruth Taylor of Rimbey and they 








Ed and Flora Sawyer 1989 
have four children, Robert, Danny, Debbie and 
Douglas; Nina, who is Mrs. E. Mil, ives in Sher- 
wood Park with her daughter, Barbara, and son, 
Ronald; Dianne is Mrs. Brian Lenz, and they 
have two children, Jason and Kara and live on 
the “Lenz Farms” in the Bentley district and 
David married Celeste Middleton of Edmonton 
and built their home at Brighton Beach on the 
west bank of Gull Lake. They have two sons, 
Patrick and Kristen. My son, Ted, lives a few 
miles north-west of Bentley. 

We sold a section of landin the Leedale area 
to Gary and Ruth in 1962, where they farmed 
Until 1979 and then sold out and moved to Red 
Deer. 

John and Shirley Hancik bought our north- 
west quarter, where they still reside. 

Neighbors in the Forshee district were 
wonderful, always ready to co-operate to saw 
wood or whatever, and there was always time to 
Visit a bit too. 

In those years fish were big and plentiful in 
both Gull Lake and the Blindman River and 
many a tasty meal they provided. 








SCHMIDT, EMIL AND COMPANY 
by Eleanor Dixon 


In March 1900, Emil Frederick Schmict 
(1880-1962) and his brother, Will (1881-1970), 
came to central Alberta to homestead in the 
fertile Blindman Valley. The train trip from Clear 
Lake, lowa, brought them as far as Red Deer, 
then a small railway town with wagon-rutted 
streets, a few provisioner stores and a scattering 
of rough dwellings. Gaetz and Cornett had al 
ready established the community's first phar~ 
macy - a name still linked with that business 
today. 

Emil was the second born (the eldest, Anna, 
died at 18) a first son for Frederick (Fred) 
‘Schmidt (1841-1932) and Emilie Knaak Schmidt 
(1856-1913) both born in Germany and married 
in Detroit, Michigan, on Emilie's fifteenth 
birthday. 

‘At the time of a panic, now referred to as a 
depression, the Fred Schmidts and Emilie's 
brother, William Knaak, moved about two miles 
east of Clear Lake, lowa and each had forty 
acres of land. Later the Schmidts moved to a 
farm in Lincoln Township, about five miles nor- 
theast of Clear Lake. Hard work bore little fruit 
in those times, with a dozen eggs selling for just 
66, so it was little wonder the brothers were 
lured from these meagre conditions by the 
promise of fertile homesteads and the pioneer 
experience. 

Once in Red Deer, Emil and Will obtained 
what provisions they could afford and carry, and 
set off on foot, catching short lifts with passing 
wagons, to locate their homestead. The long, 
arduous task of clearing the land and making a 
home for themselves began. Staple goods and 
some tools were bought in Red Deer and packed 
home on their backs, As late as the 1940's, the 
roofless remains of a cabin built by the brothers 
from hand hewn logs, still nestled in the trees at 
the top of a hill on the homestead quarter. This 
quarter, bordered on the east by the 5th meri- 
dian, extended north almost to the Blindman 
River. 

‘Oxen were used to clear and cultivate the 
land until horses could be afforded. Their small 
‘earnings were supplemented with seasonal em- 
ployment on bridge-building crews. Emil con- 
tracted typhoid fever while a bridge over the Red 
Deer River was being constructed. The mortal- 
ity rate for that and other diseases was ex- 
tremely high, but he survived. However, the 























































40-day diet of only milk, which aided his recov- 
ery, left him with a permanent and passionate 
dislike for the nutritious fluid! 

In 1904, Will married Dorothy (Dolly) 
McMahon, and the brothers acquired separate 
farms, Emil’s land, SW. 24-39-1-5, was origi- 
nally homesteaded by R. Mitchel! in 1900, who 
built the original wood-frame house. 

Twenty years after his brother's marriage, 
Emil married Ruth Lofgren, the eighteen year 
ld eldest child of Edward and Nancy Johan- 
‘son, immigrants from near Goteberg, Sweden. 
(Edward soon arranged for a name change be- 
cause, even then, there were so many Johan- 
nsons around.) Ruth had been born in Stavely, 
Alberta, April 1, 1905. The family later farmed in 
Montana and on their return to Canada, bought 
land on the north side of the Blacktalds road, 
half a mile east of Durham school. 

Emil, for so many years the confirmed 
bachelor, had acquired many culinary and 
housekeeping skills along with those of tilling 
the soil and growing a productive vegetable 
garden. Ruth, who was her father’s “right hand 
man’ on the land, was none too versed in home- 
making, by her own admission. Her one resolu- 
tion on entering this unfamiliar domain was to 
have sparkling white dish towels. She chuckled 
over her naivete later on, but as long as she was 
on the farm her dishtowels were both boiled and 
bleached every Monday! As a student in the 
kitchen, she learned fast and well -- to bake 
bread and make hearty meals, adapting to and 
striving to maintain Emil's standards of immacu- 
late hygiene. 

‘Their first child, Frank Walter, born in 1925, 
did not survive to celebrate his third birthday. It 
was he, who as a toddler, once found his dad, 
bleeding and unconscious, in the loft of the 
huge, new, red barn, after a mishap which, indi- 
rectly, happened because of a community barn 
dance the previous evening. Emil had been 
climbing a ladder to the platform to open the 
‘enormous doors in order to ir the loft, when the 
ladder slipped on the waxed wooden floor. The 
points of impact were Emil’s chin, and his left 
thumb which was pinned under the ladder. The 
thump, later became gangrenous and he was 
left with a stubby stump of athumb, which awed 
and delighted little folk ever after, but which 
proved something of a handicap in daily life. 

Frank died of scarlet fever at the time of 
Raymond Earl's arrival, February 28, 1927. The 
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loss of his first son was a tragedy from which 
Emil never totally recovered 

Laura May's birth on June 18, 1829, cameat 
2 very busy time for the family as the new house 
was just being built. It was pre-fabricated, 
which must have been something of afirstin the 
area. With his customary vision and foresight, 
Emil installed electrical wiring before the lath 
and plaster were applied. He took an awful 
ribbing about those wires hanging down from 
the ceilings and out of the walls for over fifteen 
years before rural electrification became a real- 
ity, but his was the last laugh, when the neigh- 
ors for miles around had to practically tear 
their houses apart in order to install wiring and 
fixtures. 

Farming techniques were beginning to im- 
prove by the time Ray and Laura came on the 
scene, but the dry, lean years of thelate 20's and 
early 30's meant that tractors and tractor-drawn 
equipment made a siow appearance on land 
around the district. Gradually they came those 
ponderous great Rumley and Hart Parr tractors, 
with their enormous steel lug-wheels, drawing 
breaking plows, gang plows, harrows and drills, 
to herald the arrival of mechanized farming. But 
horses were not to be completely replaced for 
many years, especially for haying and harvest- 
ing chores, and some, though not Emil, were 
reluctant to part with them 

Unsuspecting of the drought to follow, Emil 
planted a long row of tiny spruce and pine trees 
to eventually act as a wind-break. Scores of the 
little seedlings were set out in a triple row, south 
of the house and farm buildings. Patiently, 
laboriously he pumped and carried water by the 
hundreds of bucketsful, saving the majority. 
The rewards within a fow years, started to be 
evident and are still enjoyed by the present 

‘Another quarter of land, half a mile south of 
the home place, was added to the family hold- 
ings and became known as “the upper” or “other 
place”. Emil and Will, by design or happen- 
stance, became owners of a threshing outfit, 
which for years moved with its crew of neigh” 
bors from farm to farm, as the crops of wheat, 
barley and oats turned golden in the fall. Emil 
recognizing the need to market the bountiful 
harvests, became one of the original contract 
signers of the Alberta Wheat Poo! 

Threshing season was an exciting time for 
everyone. Although the weather and break- 
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downs were a constant threat, the giant opera- 
tion crawled from field to field, leaving in its 
wake enormous golden straw stacks and gran- 
aries full of the farmer's staff of life. While the 
men tolled in the fields, loading the big team- 
drawn hayracks with twine-tied sheats to be 
pitched into the ever-ravenous conveyor of the 
threshing machine, the women stoked up their 
wood stoves. They turned out three, generous, 
taste-tempting meals a day, plus mountains of 
fresh buns, doughnuts, cakes and cookies for 
mid-morning and mid-afternoon coffee breaks. 

Those two “lunches” were taken to the field 
where the hungry harvesters savored them, and 
a little rest, in shifts, 

‘Much to the consternation of many, though 
not of Ruth, Emil was away on his annual hunt- 
ing trip west of Rocky Mountain House, when 
Eleanor Ruth chose to make her appearance in 
November of 1935, This yearly adventure into 
the rugged mountainous country he respected 
and loved so dearly, was for decades his only 
holiday from the demands of mixed farming, 
and one he continued to anticipate and enjoy 
into his 70's. If he managed to slip back to the 
wilds for a little trout fishing, it was a bonus, 

Emil was one of the prime movers in the 
establishment of the Durham School Board, and 
served in several capacities over the years. Him- 
self a well educated man for his times with quali- 
fications to teach, he strove to make a sound, 
asic education available to his children and 
those of the district. Many of the Durham 
teachers boarded with Ruth and Emil - Mary 
Horton, Doris McCubin (later Doris Anderson, 
editor of Chatelaine magazine), Agnes Farewell 
and Sheila Hanna, among them. Highlights of 
the school year for the community were the an- 
ual Christmas concerts and schoo! picnics. 
Student participation in the concerts ranged 
from recitations, plays and pageants, tomusical 
Grills, and at least one of the excited thespians 
could be counted on to get sick or faint behind 
the scenes every year! The picnics brought par- 
ents, preschoolers, pupils and friends from the 
district together for a fun-filled day of country- 
style sports events and mouth-watering picnic 
fare. 

(On February 20, 1944, twin girls - Carole 
Ann and Connie Gay - were born to Ruth and 
Emil. To interested observers, the two little, 
blonde, blue-eyed babies were like grandchild 
ren to Emil, 65 at the time of their birth. They 





loved to climb up on his lap to listen to the 
ticking of his old gold railway watch, fascinated 
by his tuneful German ditties, as had the other 
children before them. Onafine summer evening 
they could be seen, clad in pink sleepers, 
perched one on each of his shoulders, making 
an inspection tour of the yard and garden be- 
fore bedtime, It was with their arrival that the 
pressing need for indoor plumbing became 
even more evident. A hand-pumped pressure 
system was installed, later to be replaced by 
the electrical deep-well system made possible 
by the coming of Calgary Power to the com- 
munity 

‘As Ray grew up and became more involved 
in farming, Emil purchased the quarter of land 
across the road from the “other place”, trom Gus 
Wahi, Gus, more tinkerer than farmer, had the 
reputation of being able to bite the heads off 
shingle nails! He continued to live in his rickety 
little house on the property until his death. With 
real perseverence, the quack grass infested 
fields of Gus's place were brought into grain and 
hay production. 

Ina quiet family ceremony in October, 1948, 
Laura married Floyd Van Slyke, whose family 
had moved to the neighborhood earlier from 
Heisler. Though it was an idyllic union, the 
natural outcome of a long courtship during and 
after high school days at the Red Deer Compo- 
site, Laura had misgivings. They were not about 
the marriage, but rather about leaving her 
mother alone to cope with those mischievous 
twins, and the too numerous tasks of farm home 
and family, Somehow it all worked out. Laura 
‘would often visit to help out at canning time and 
Eleanor pitched in as best she could until she 
too left the farm to attend high school in La~ 
combe and later to work at CKRD in Red Deer. 

Ray married Patricia Mcllwaine in March, 
4952, and for a time the couple resided on the 
home farm, with Pat becoming a willing and 
cheerful helper to her congenial mother-in-law. 
Then a splendid hill-top house site was chosen 
on “Gus's place’, which became their tarm. This 
beautiful quarter with its secluded, enchanted 
spring, and its wooded wilderness area, is to this 
day, a home for deer and other wild animals. 
Emil and Ray once dammed the spring and 
stocked the pond with mountain grown rainbow 
trout, but between the hazards of spring flood- 
ing and the odd poacher, the stock could not be 
retained. 

Ray and Pat's four oldest children were 





born while the couple were farming, Viki in 1952, 
Karen in 1954, Lance in 1958 and Lyndain 1961, 
Allan arrived in 1963 while the family resided in 
Lacombe and Ray was assessor for the county. 
‘Several years later, the Ray Schmidts moved to 
Fort Smith in the NWT, where Ray still works for 
the Federal Government 

In 1955, Eleanor moved to the coast and 
soon found’a job as a writer for CKNW, New 
Westminster. In August, 1956, she married Do- 
nald Dixon, then an engineering student at 
UBC. She had met him several years previously 
while he was stationed with the Canadian Air 
Force at Penhold. Their first child, Frank, was a 
4958 New Year's baby. After Don graduated, 
they moved to Deep River, Ontario, where Don 
was employed with Atomic Energy of Canada, 
Lita, Chalk River. Juli was born in Deep Riverin 
4960, and Corinne in 1961. The family moved 
back west for two years, 1983-65, living near 
Trall, B.C,, where Don worked for Cominco. 
They then spent three years in Port of Spain 
returning to Deep River in 1968, where they still 
reside, 

Having disposed of machinery and equip- 
mentinan auction sale in November, 1961, Emil, 
whose health in his 80's was failing somewhat, 
had a short and reluctant retirement from farm- 
ing. The week that Connie and Carole were to 
graduate from high school in Bentley, he died of 
a heartattack athome on Monday, May 15, 1962, 
at the age of 82. Tributes poured in from miles 
around to his example as a father. friend, neigh- 
bor and humanitarian. He had farmed with 
oxen, yet lived to hear of the Russians launching 
their first Sputnik into outer space, and to mar: 
vol at the achievement. He was aman who loved 
a good yarn from the past but who lived only in 
and for the present, and a man who declared and 
practised the co-operative ideals of socialism 
Jong before it was the vogue 

Ruth sold the farm that fall and moved with 
Carole and Connie into a house on 58thstreetin 
Red Deer. The move heralded an unprece- 
dented thinning out of accumulated possesions. 
Always economy-minded, Ruth saved every- 
thing that “might come in handy someday 
With uncharacteristic ruthlessness, dozens of 
hitherto necessary items were disposed of an 
ld well becoming a repository for what we now 
hear as “collectibles” 

In Red Deer, Ruth became landlady and 
second Mom to a growing alumni of young 
boarders. 
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In 1964, Carole married a young teacher, 
Walle Deering, from east of Red Deer. Their 
only child, Kim, was born in May, 1965, 

After two bouts of serious surgery in 1965, 
Ruth joined Eleanor and Don in Trinidad for 
change and rest which extended to aninemonth 
stay. It was an experience treasured by all 
concerned, 

Beset by health problems stemming trom 
worsening arthritis, Ruth decided to move to a 
suite in 1973. Once more, treasured posses- 
sions had to be parted with, this time without her 
direct supervision. She gave free rein fram her 
hospital bed to Laura, Floyd and Eleanor (visit- 
Ing from Ontario) to make the decisions, some 
of which nostalgia made difficult but other that 
caused the three in consultation, to become 
limp with laughter. The week-long task com- 
pleted, friends, relatives and neighbors joined 
Floyd and Laura in celebrating a gala 25th Wed. 
ding Anniversary 

Though her capacity to live life to the fullest 
never diminished, her strength did, and Ruth 
gave up her suite on the south hill in 1977 to 
move to the Twilight Lodge in Red Deer. Before 
her sudden death in hospital, where she was 
being treated for a broken leg, on August 25, 
1979, Ruth was able to make a trip in October, 
1978, to visit Eleanor and Don and their children 
and to enjoy the spectacular color of an Ontario 
autumn, 

There are countless experiences, incidents, 
even dates, that this writer cannot recall on be 
half of her family. Having made only periodic 
visits to her home community since 1956, she 
has both forgotten and missed out on the rein- 
forcing reminiscences of others about by-gone 
days. But personal memories abound! 

‘She remembers the ringing sound of a rous- 
ing Sunday horseshoe game being played by 
her dad, brothers and uncles. The peals of 
laughter from the loft in the then-old red barn, as 
family and neighbors gathered to play shuttle 
board - a game her dad discovered and trans- 
ported from a Schmidt family reunion in Florida. 
She remembers sugar-rationing and that sac- 
carin doesn’t make a good substitute for sugar 
in rhubarb pie! The vision of Daryl Adams, limp 
with laughter on the back of Babe, Carlyle's 
buckskin mare, while neighbors tried to coax 
the errant Trelfel (the Schmidt-Pickering shor- 
thorn bull) to return home, always brings a 
smile, There are many recollections of UFA 
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and FWUA meetings, quilting bees, bridal and 
baby showers, house and barn raisings and dan- 
ces at Aspelund Hall, 

‘Memories linger from the months Laura, as 
‘a young high school graduate, assumed charge 
of at least 30 pupils taking correspondence 
‘courses at Aspelund school. Having a younger 
sister among her charges made the awesome 
task more difficult, but having someone to share 
the teacherage atop the bald schoo! hill must 
have helped compensate. They pooled their 
body warmth sleeping in the same hollow of the 
Winnipeg couch, instead of each in her own, as 
on stormy nights the snow drifted in through 
cracks around windows and under the door. 
Everything, except them and the sauerkraut, 
froze! 

She fellinlove, as little people often do, with 
their Grade 1 teacher - Agnes Farewell, at Dur- 
ham. Nettie Roe, as her Grade 4 and 5 teacher, 
will always be remembered for her excellent me- 
thods and strict discipline. And there could 
have been none better than the young graduate, 
Pearl Nienhuis, for Grades 8 and 9, back at Dur- 
ham, preparing her for both the dreaded Depart- 
mental and for high school. 

Of hired help, she remembers Bill MacDo- 
nald and his sister, Mac, stalwart Scots whose 
dedication to hard work and family welfare was 
remarkable. Their brogues, thickas the oatmeal 
on which they'd been raised, along with fine 
senses of humor, made the duo resident 
comedians. 

‘And who of us, that remain, can forget the 
immense help and gentle presence of Edna Ho- 
lingstad, Louise Pickering's sister, when the 
twins were tiny? The good times together were 
many but the heartstopper was when she and 
the twins all contracted scarlet fever. Although 
the trauma was great, the twins were never in 
danger, but Edna's suffering was fong and to- 
tally draining 

‘And who that was present will ever forget 
Ruth and Emil's 25th wedding anniversary cele~ 
bration in the summer of 19497 Friends and 
relatives for miles around were gathered in their 
home and yard when a fierce thunderstorm 
struck, There was an exploding sound, aflash of 
blue light and when everyone began recovering 
from the fright, we were standing huddled to- 
gether in tight groups for instinctive protection. 
it was soon discovered that the lightning bolt 
which caused the phenomenon had struck the 











hog house, killing one full-grown pig, an¢ cut- 
ting electcical wiring into spaghetti lengths. 
Luckily, no fire had ensued, The treasured gift 
on the occasion, a set of Lady Hamilton silver- 
ware, was passed to Eleanor, who uses it often 
with joy. 


SCHMIDT, JOHN P. FAMILY 
By Elvina Spaulding 


In 1918, Grandfather Conrad Reiswig and 
family arrived in Bentley from North Dakota and 
settled on a farm three miles south and a half 
mile east of Bentley. We called it the Huistel 
farm. 


‘Ayyear later, in 1919, my parents, Mr. & Mrs. 
John P, Schmidt and three daughters, Marcella, 
Elvina and Lucille (Dolly), joined our grandpar- 
ents, also coming from North Dakota. The 
grandparents returned to the States after farm 
ing for three or four years. 


‘The John Schmidts farmed in several ait 
ferent areas around Bentley and we three g} 
attended school at Durham, Aspelund, Carritt 
Gull Lake,, Oxford Elementary, Chapel and 
Bentley High School. 

Sister Alberta was born in 1928 on a farm 
‘owned by Wm. Surratt, which had previously 
been owned by William Leiske. 

‘The Schmidts moved into Bentley in 1932 
and lived in a two-storey house just north of the 
Bentley Community hospital and remained 
there until December, 1934, when they returned 
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to Harvey, North Dakota and later moved to 
Lodi, California 

|, Elvina, remained in Canada and married 
Dave Schumaker November 19, 1934, He was 
the son of John and Kathrine Schumaker, who 
were farming land owned by Clarence Damron. 
They had come to the Bentley district in 1918 
from Calgary and had two other sons, Emil and 
Roy and a daughter, Jessie, who married Eddie 
Mille. 

Dave and | had three children, Donald, Aud: 
rey, and Marlene, born while we werein Bentley. 
Dave was in the trucking business and gas 
agency and was in charge of the White Rose 
Service Station across the railroad tracks in 
Bentley until June, 1945, when we moved to 
Lethbridge. We lived there for eleven years be- 
fore going to California in 1956. While in Leth- 
bridge, Dave was in the hardware business. Two 
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more children, Garfield and Karen, were born in 
Lethbridge. 

Dave returned to Calgary in 1960 and we 
were divorced, Dave is ina rest home in Win- 
field. His father died in Calgary in 1966 and his 
mother died in Winfield in 1976. 

John and Louise Schmidt are living in Lodi, 
California 

| remarried in 1973 and my husband, Lou 
‘Spaulding, and | live in the mountains, (Sierra) 
in Pine Grove, Caifornia, 


SCHNEIDER, MARTIN AND MARY 


Martin and Mary Schneider and infant 
daughter, Mary, arrived from Hungary in July, 
1925 and landed at Halifax, They left the Old 
Country June 28th and arrived by boat July 
22nd, with the grand sum of $5.00 in their 
pocket. They had made an effort to come to 
‘Canada in 1924 but were refused immigration 
and were unable to obtain a passport by their 
country, However, when they did get through 
they came to Vermilion, Alberta, where there 
were six tents waiting for twenty-eight people, 
mostly men without their wives. 

‘The British Dominion Co. at that time had 
them clear land (heavy brush) by hand. The 
Schneiders had no money so the company 
supplied them groceries, etc. Within two days, 
only four of the settlers were left as the rest 
had a little money so returned to Ontario to 
work in factories, 

This company wanted us to buy their land 
fon time, but some of the settlers that were al- 
ready out here informed us this certain area 
was very poor clay and would never be pro: 
ductive. We stayed here through the summer 
and in July we almost drowned as the sod 
shack was not built properly and the roof lea- 
ked. The company gave us two horses and a 
plow in order to make more sods to repair the 
roof. Then they gave us two more horses and 
‘we broke 20 acres. This was broken where the 
land wasn't so heavily wooded. After the 
breaking was done, we did odd jobs for the 
settlers, | received $2.00 a day for stooking, In 
the fall of 1927 a son, Martin, was born, 

During the winter we were brushing and 
clearing land at $1.00 per day, working from 7 
am. to 5 p.m. Then the boss wanted me to 
work longer hours so | decided to quit. Then 
we started to cut fence posts and sell them but 
here was where we had a real language bar- 
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rier. By making signs and signals, we ma- 
naged to find a market for 7,000 posts at 5¢ a 
piece, which paid our living over the winter 
and we managed to save $200. 

At this time we decided to give up the 
land and horses. | bought a C.P.R. quarter 
with 25 acres broken and an unfinished house 
which was like a granary. | now had no horses 
s0 | asked a neighbor to summertaliow for 
$1,00 an acre and our first crop netted 1,000 
bu., at a dollar a bushel 

In 1929 a daughter, Anne, was born. 

| worked for the Bell boys and bought two 
horses, which were not yet broken. | worked 
them off at $40 2 month and they cost me $22 
a head. | saved my money until | had six hor- 
ses. Now | needed more land, so | went to the 
bank and asked about renting land, They said if 
the land in question wasn't sold by April tst, | 
could rent it, so in April, 1929, we made out the 
lease and lived on this section for a period of 
twenty years, 

During this time, in April, 1983, a son, 
Frank, was born. The family grew up on this 
farm, ranching, raising horses and milking 
cows - a good mixed farm. The children en- 
Joyed a lot of horse-back riding, went to 
Thorneliffe school, which was three miles 
away and made many friends, but times were 
still tough. Prices were not that good and year 
after year we had drought, plus a lot of bad 
hail storms. By the first of July pastures turned 
brown as the rain just didn't seem to reach 
that far. | well remember one hot May day 
when we had hail the size of hen’s eggs and 
they were that shape too. 

The Schneiders got discouraged once 
more and in November, 1947, they had a sale 
and made their move down to Bentley, Alber- 
ta, Here we got a larger yield from our 200 
‘acre farm than from 350 acres in Vermilion. 
But we all get old sooner or later, so in 1965 
we held a successful farm sale. We were sad to 
leave the district, but must admit we are enjoy- 
ing retirement in our new home in Rimbey. 

‘Son, Frank, farms our land now and our 
children are all married and living in the im- 
mediate area 








SCOULAR, JAMES AND MARGARET 
by Gertrude Suggett 


Mr. & Mrs. James Scoular (James and Mar- 
garet) arrived in Bentley in the fall of 1920. They 








had been a year at Strathmore after coming from 
Montrose, Scotland, where they had been all 
during the first world war. Prior to that they had 
farmed at Oakbank, Manitoba, For the first win- 
ter they lived in Bentley with their two children, 
Osborne and Gertrude, who both attended Ben- 
tley school. 

In the spring Jim put up living quarters and 
the family moved to the farm. The land was all 
bush, being part of a school section -N.E, 29-40- 
1-5. In those days the land was brushed with an 
axe and broken with horses. Milk cows, horses 
‘and pigs had been bought. Things were very 
high after the war but a good home was made 
and everyone worked for a good garden. 

Alter the move to the farm, Gertrude went to 
Stephenson school for a while, and Miss Elsa 
Maurer, who now lives in Lacombe, was the 
teacher. Teachers of the one-roomed schools 
taught grades one to eight. Many a day in the 
winter, the school was very cold as the heater at 
the back of the room could not put out enough 
heat to warm the front of the room. For the 
higher grades, Gertrude went back to Bentley 

Fora time Mrs, Scoular was President of the 
Stephenson district W.I. All the neighbors 
turned out for the meetings and the sociability 
part of it, She was also President of the Bentley 
Red Cross for a time, where all hands were 
needed and allot of work was accomplished, and 
she was also an accomplished musician from 
the Old Country. 

Jim belonged to the various farm move- 
ments and the U.F.A. was very strong at that 
time. Meetings were held in the homes and 
dances held in @ hall which is now part of the 
present Valley Electric. A new hall was built in 
1927 and was a real asset to the whole 
community. 

More land was bought from the McKenzie 
Bros. of Lacombe, NW.% 28-40-1-5. Over the 
years the house was added to and a real nice 
home was made, Other buildings had been put 
Up, tractors and a threshing machine bought, as 
well as modern machinery anda combine, when 
they came to the valley. 

Gertrude married Cecil Suggett and moved 
across the river from her folks. Osborne married 
Lyla Tompsett, who was matron of the Bentley 
Hospital. Their first home was south of Bentley, 
N.E, 10-40-1-5, and daughter, Carol, was born 
while they were living there. The senior Scou- 
lars moved to Calgary for a few years and Os- 





borne and family moved on to the home place 
and son, J.R. was born, Later, Osborne andLyla 
built a new home 

Mother and Dad Scoular moved back to Red 
Deer in order to be closer to their family and In 
time moved back to Bentley where they bought 
a house, Mother died in 1965 and in 1973 Dad 
moved to the Senior Citizens Lodge in La- 
combe. He died in 1978 at the age of 92 

Cecil and Gertrude have six children, all of 
whom live in Alberta. 





SEARCHLIGHT CLUB 
by Edna Hansen 

In January, 1924, a group of farm women 

got together and decided to form a ladies club 

with the idea of seeing more of their neighbors, 

visit and share recipes and patterns for fancy 





They decided to have their meetings the 
first Wednesday of each month, with sand- 
wiches, cake or cookies and a beverage. The 
club dues started out at .05¢ per month and has 
since risen to .20¢. Ifat any time we ran short we 
each put in another nickle or dime to tide us 
over. 

‘The money was to be used to buy fruit for 
sick members, baby gifts, shower or wedding 
presents, and for picnic supplies. 

‘The months of July and August were the 
picnic months, to which the husbands and 
children were invited. We usually had fried 
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chicken, homemade ice cream and watermelon, 
along with lots of salads, That day everyone 
took a turn at turning the ice cream freezer, and 
of course there were plenty of kids wanting to 
lick” the ice cream paddle. 


‘The Charter Members were Maggie Rieter, 
Dora King, Catherine Rieter (Farrell), Kate Ross 
Grandma and Elizabeth King, Stella Cabelka, 
Annie Hansen, and Mary Wareham, 


This group of ladies started the club and 
‘over the years many more joined and enjoyed 
the fellowship for as long as they remained in 
the district. At one time it was a farm women's 
club, and no one who was not a farmer's wife or 
daughter could belong. 

AAs the club grew in size it was decided to 
serve a meal of meat and vegetables, with des- 
sert, in place of sandwiches. At that time we all 
baked our own bread and we found it hard to 
judge the amount of sandwiches required to 
feed so many. However we were supposed to 
stick to three things anda hostess served more 
she was to be fined, but as one member said, if 
any one is foolish enough to go to the extras we 
will surely eat and enjoy it, so not many were 
ever fined, 

The name “Searchlight” was chosen to 
show we wished to help each other and brighten 
the corner where we were. We chose the Pansy 
for our flower, with blue and gold as our colors, 
Our club song was composed by Mary Wareham 








‘Searchlight Members circa 1930 
Lio R- Elsie Duyer, Exina Hansen, Katherine Farrell Myrtle Tatlock, Stell Cabelka, Annie Hansen, Dora King, 


Mary Warehs 





Mrs. Erskine 
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and we sing it to the tune of the Prisoner's Sona, 
‘a tune quite popular in the 1920's. 


The Club Song 


Who are we but the club of the Searchlight 
With our colors so bright and gay. 

With the blue and the gold of our banner 
We will be true and faithful always, 

Let us take up our flower, the sweet pansy, 
For thoughts pure and sweet let it stand, 
And in love let us help one another 

Till we part for that fair brighter land. 


‘The members each took a turn at serving 
dinner and entertaining, the turns coming al- 
phabetically. Stella Cabelka and Catherine Far- 
Fell are the only two charter members left; the 
others having gone to that fair brighter land. 

The club is still active but with fewer 
members, so those of us who have reached the 
golden years do not have to entertain. However, 
we each take a turn at providing the dessert, 
thus leaving one less item for the hostess to 
provide 

‘And now, after 57 years we still gottogether 
for that once a month good fellowship meeting, 


SELTENRICH, WILLIAM A. 
by Gladys Seltenrich 


Wm. A. Seltenrich moved onto the S.W.24- 
40-1-W.5 in 1946, having bought the land from 
‘a Mrs. Lorimer in 1944, There was a log house, 
uninhabited, so a new house was built in the 
‘summer of 1946, of lumber sawn by Will and Ed 
Ebeling in the Woody Nook district. 

Only about fifty acres was broke, so thenext 
year, Chris Sollie of Bentley was hired to clear 
land break about eighty acres, and as the spring 
was so late, it was most difficult for Will to pick 
the roots and get it into crop. However, the fall 
was late and we harvested a fair crop of wheat 

We have two children, Barbara, born in 
Moose Jaw, married David Blacker, and they 
have four children, Keri, Clayton, Roger, and 
Alan, Stanley was born in Lacombe and married 
Susanne Hoivik, They have two children, Mi- 
chael and Eve. 

Both Barbara and Stanley attended schoo! 
in Bentley. Barbara went through as a school 
teacher, teaching chemistry. Stan joined the 
R.C.MP., taking his training in Ottawa, 

‘At present we are still ving on the farm. 











SHEWAN STORY 
Ourmother, Emily Caroline Grant,was born 


in Glenrinnis, Banttshire, Scotland on April 2 
1885, where she lived on a farm, took her school- 
ing, and became a school teacher at the tender 
lage of 17, She taught in schools around the 
county until she married William Shewan in 
1910 and immigrated to Canada. Mother tra- 
velled by ship, and then across the country by 
train, artiving in Alberta May 1911. Our father 
was a cattleman and was broughtto this country 
by Mr. Clemens of Sedgewick who had hired 
him to care for his cattle which he was bringing 
over from Scotland. Hence our father spent 
most of his sea journey below decks “cattle sit- 
ting". They settied on the Clemens farm at 
Sedgewick where their three children Alexander 
Grant, Florence Margaret, and Nancy Caroline 
were born. In 1922 they moved to the North Star 
district where our father cared for the show cat~ 
tle on the Walters’ ranch. In 1923 they moved to 
the Spring Valley district east of Lacombe where 
they farmed the Roy Reynolds quarter. From 
there they moved to the Gull Lake district to the 
farm now owned by Louis Cabelka. We attended 











Emily Shewern + 1985 


school at Gull Lake and many fond memories 
are associated with our school days there. The 
school house was the centre for social activities 
and we remember box socials, pie socials, 
Christmas concerts, schoo! picnics, Saturday 
right games, coasting on the Cabelka hill in 
winter, skating on the lake, swimming in the 
lake, and the annual Sports Day which was held 
in Bentley with all the surrounding schools com- 
peting for a trophy. Gull Lake had many fine 
athletes and won the cup three years in a row 
and were awarded the trophy permanently. In 
4932 we moved to the Osgood farm near Ben- 
tley. Later we bought the farm and our mother 
lived there until her death in August 1965. 
Mother was always very interested in music and 
while still in Scotland bought a piano which she 
brought with her when she came to Alberta 
Alec's son still has the old piano and his children 
are playing it. As children we spent many happy 
‘evenings sitting around the piano singing the 
‘old songs, Mother taught each one of usto play, 
and when she was at Spring Valley she directed 
a singing group. Several winters she helped 
Zachery Zacheriason, Noel Shupe, Otto Woell- 
ner, and Alec supply the music for the weekly 
dances at Fernies Hall at Aspen Beach. We had 
good neighbors, those closest to us at Gull Lake 
were the Ed Hanson, Dick Cox, and Benton 
Wareham families. At Bentley the Don Pierson, 
Will Seltenrich families, and Blaine Hutton 
Mother was always ready to help out when she 
was needed. She loved her garden and her hob- 
bies included reading, letter writing, knitting, 
jigsaw and crossword puzzles. She liked camp- 
ing and had been out on a camping trip just ten 
days before her death. She loved her family and 
her grandchildren were her pride and joy 


Alec was 12 when we came to Gull Lake and 
spent 3% years at school there. His teachers 
were Miss Morter, Miss Abbott, and Mrs. Gill. He 
had to travel to Bentley to take his High Schoo! 
and he travelled the 2 miles each way every day 
‘on horseback and on bicycle. His teacher was 
Mrs. Pomphrey. He played on the ball team and 
the hockey team. In 1940 he married Alfa May 
Unland and they had 6 children. Bruce - mar- 
ried, living in Victoria, has 2 children. Kenneth - 
martied, now deceased. Douglas - married, 
living in Kimberley, has 2 children. Gregory ~ 
living in Ottawa, Gay - married, living in Calgary, 
has 1 child. Glenda - married, living in Bassano, 
has 1 child. Alec Served in the Air Force and was 
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Non, Florence and Ale Shewan 


stationed in Calgary. After the war he moved to 
Red Deer where he worked for Frank Thomp- 
son. In 1966 he moved to Drumheller where he 
worked for Pan Canadian Petroleum and in 1976 
he retired and moved to Westbank, 8.C. where 
he and Alfa make their home. 

Flo was 11 when we came to Gull Lake and 
she spent four years at schoo! there. She had the 
same teachers as Alec. She also travelled to 
Bentley to take her High School and she had 
many a cold horseback ride to and from school. 
When she finished school she opened alittle tea 
shop on Bentley's main street. Flo also worked 
in Mrs. Thorp’s bakery and still makes delicious 
desserts today. Witherells will long remember 
her capable management of their home. In 1940 
she married George William Peakman who was 
stationed in Esquimalt in the Navy. With Bill in 
the forces they moved to Halifax, to New- 
foundland, to England, and back to Victoria. At 
present they are residing at Tsawwassen, B.C. 
‘They have three children, Stanley - married, liv 
ing in Saskatoon, has 2 children. Garry -livingin 
Vancouver. Susan - married, living in Tsaw- 
wassen, B.C. Flo was, and stil is, very active in 
sports. She played softball and was the star 
pitcher on both the Gull Lake, and Bentley 
teams. She skated, bowled and golfed. 

Nan was 9 when we moved to Gull Lake and 
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finished her elementary schooling there. She 
had Miss Ziprick as a teacher for the last two 
years there. We had moved to Bentley by the 
time she was ready for High School. Her 
teachers were Mrs. Pomphrey and Mr. Damron. 
She took her grade 12 in Lacombe and then 
attended Camrose Normal School and became 
a teacher and pursued that career for 20 years. 
‘She married William Edwin Nolan in 1940 and 
they have 4 children, Patricia - married, living at 
Pigeon Lake, has 2 children, Grant - living in 
Edmonton. Kerry - attending University of Al- 
berta in Edmonton. Danny - living in Red Deer. 
‘She also was active in sports and fond of music 
and singing. She sang with the Sweet Adelines 
and the Waska-Sues and is still providing enter- 
tainment for others singing with the Waska- 
Billies and playing banjo in a band. Bill and Nan 
moved to Red Deer in 1942 and stil reside there. 


SHIRKEY, J.W. 


The J. W. Shirkey family came from Colo- 
rado to Rainy Creek in the spring of 1902 and 
lived on the present Clarence Wood farm. Mr. 
Shirkey purchased more land later and farmed 
about 2 sections known as the Glen Eyrie 
Ranch. He employed help and some of the 
young neighbours worked for him. He sold out 
and left the district about 1911. The family later 
lived in California, and word of Mr. Shirkey's 
death at age 82 was received from there in 1942. 


SHIRTCLIFFS 
By Doris Kyle and Eveline Kuhnert 

‘The 1907 marriage of Jean Marshall and 
Allie Shirtcliff lasted a lifetime and produced 7 
children, twenty-six grandchildren, and more 
than its share of contrasts. Jean and Allie lived 
ong to the ages of eighty-four and eighty-six 
respectively, but suffered the premature deaths 
of two children at ages one and thirty-one. Their 
lifestyle varied dramatically between farming in 
central Alberta and shopkeeping in the United 
States. The family completed this trek six times, 
and a seventh attempt succumbed to red tape 
caused by European turmoil of the early 1940's. 
This count did not include numerous short visits 
nthe intervening years. But we must retreat to 
the beginning of the century to find the begin- 
ning of the story. 

This 1907 marriage was preceded by two 
other treks, the first by the Shirtcliffs from Kiron, 
Kansas, to Bentley in 1901; and the second by 





the Rimbey and Marshall clan from Murrayville, 
Illinofs, to Kansas Ridge (later called Rimbey) in 
1902. The Shirtcliffs homesteaded on three sec- 
tions on Gull Lake, (the old Cummings Mill loca: 
tion), The numerous families in the Rimbey- 
Marshall entourage entered various pursuits, 
with Jear’s father, Joseph Marshall, brokering 
cattle. The stage was set 

Jean had a sister, Cora, who had married 
Earl Adams a few years before and lived a few 
miles from the Shiricliff homestead. The Adams 
home was @ popular gathering place for the 
young people of the district, and once when 
Jean was visiting Cora, Allie was an evening 
caller. As with most large families (there were 
eleven living children in the Marshall family) the 
girls were hired out as mother's helper at an 
early age, Jean, at fifteen, and through her visits 
with Cora, went to the Bentley family to help 
with family finances. This made courtship alittle 
easier as Allie was delegated to get the mail (on 
horseback) from Lacombe, until the Bentley 
Post Office was started, and even to Bentley was 
a 6 mile ride. He would stop with mail for the 
Bentleys, (they were good friends of the elder 
Shirtcliffs), and so for a year this romance con- 
tinued to bloom until their marriage Dec. 25, 
1907 

‘The elder Shirteliffs left for parts unknown 
{in the U.S.) and the newlyweds moved to the 
Lomoor ranch, the homestead. Rose was born in 
1908 and little Ruth followed 14 months later. 
About this time the elder Shirtcliffs had settled 
in Hagerman, Idaho, and were running a store. 
Henry and family had moved from Denver to 
help them, but Mother Shirteliff pressured Allie 
into coming into the business with them. Or 
maybe Allie got a yen to leave the farm; he was 
not a farmer, 

So Jean, with her two babies, went by train, | 
believe a brother or her father went with her as 
Allie was already in Hagerman, Ruth was but a 
few months old. 

This was not a happy experience for Jean, 
She loved the home by the lake, and would have 
been happy to live there for the rest of her life. 
Also when little Ruth was 1 year old she died of 
double pneumonia and even though Jean gave 
birth toabouncing baby boy (Joe) three months 
later, it just didn't ever leave her that Ruth was 
gone. To read her diary during this period you 
can feel her deep grieving for her baby gir! 

The ranch had been rented when Allie and 





Jean left for Hagerman, but in 1912 the renters 
moved away. The business in Hagerman had not 
proved lucrative enough for three families, so 
our little family moved back to Lomoor. Jean 
was delighted, and hoped she would never have 
to move again. 

This time it was six years before the rum- 
blings came again, In 1914 Doris made her ap- 
pearance, and Alfred in 1917, Again Mother 
Shirtcliff wanted her boys together in business, 
and the location was Coupeville, Washington, 
‘The elder Shirtcliffs and Henry and family were 
already settled, and Allie having found a good 
renter for the homestead, picked his growing 
family up and moved to Coupeville, This little 
town is located on Whidby Island, ang the cli- 
mate is very mild. Alfred was just a baby. 

‘They had been living on Whidby Island a 
litle over a year and war was raging in Europe. 
‘The United States and Canada were gearing up 
to enter—and the Canadian Government called 
all citizens to come home if they were in a cer- 
tain age group. So Allie and family had to go 
back to their adopted land. They could not re- 
turn to Lomoor ranch, so Allie found a farm in 
the area west of Rimbey, two miles from Nugent 
Post Office, and three miles from the lola 
school. Close neighbors were Planks. Vigens, 
McCrories, 

During the next five years the four older 
children attended school at lola, the typical 
country school with one room, a pot bellied 
stove and one teacher handling grades one 
through nine, Mr. Dan McLeod was a fine 
teacher — Rose finished ninth grade under 
him, and had gained enough cedits to gra- 
uate from High School in two years when the 
family moved to Myrtle Creek, Oregon. But 
first, two more bundles of joy came to com- 
plete the family — Glen in 1922 and the baby 
Girl Eveline in 1924, 

Allie had been preparing to migrate to the 
United States, and this time it was to be perman: 
ent. He did not stand the cold very well, and 
liked the business life better than the farming, 
The papers required by the immigration authori- 
ties for Allie and Jean and the six children were 
monumental. A year elapsed before the require- 
ments were complete. Mother Shirtcliff had ac- 
quired a business in Myrtle Creek, Oregon and 
the elder Shirtcliffs and Henry and family were 
already settled. This trek was accomplished in a 
Ford touring car, with the help of the elder Shirt- 
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cliffs who also had a Ford. It was quite a feat to 
move all belongings of a family this size in two 
‘oars. But they had fenders in those days and that 
‘a was good place for the bedrolls, 

Shirtcliff and Sons Garage was also a 
shop selling fishing tackle and hunting gear, 
Allie was shop keeper and bookkeeper, and so 
when things were slow in the garage, this left 
Henry free to hunt, fish, or whatever. He was 
very easy-going, and this was a little irksome. 

Three years later Allie bought a store site 
that seemed like a good location at Winchester 
Bay, Oregon. The store had burned and as the 
Coast Highway was under construction through 
there, he felt it was a good opportunity, sohe cut 
his ties with his brother and the folks to build his 
own business. This Shirtcliff's Store (general 
merchandise and groceries) was to operate 
under the same name for over twenty years, as 
each of the boys had their turn at running itafter 
Allie retired in 1940. This retirement was not 
planned. In June, 1940, Allie and Jean accom- 
panied by Eveline 16, and Glen 18, went to Ben- 
tley for a three-month visit. They were to return 
in September, but this was the period when 
stricter immigration laws went into effect and 
rather than bother with the red tape required, it 
was decided they could manage nicely staying 
in Canada, and let the boys run the store. They 
lived in rooms behind Lulu Thorp's Dress Shop 
at first and then Allie bought Percy Thorp's 
house up the hill 

Gien refused to go to school sohe went into 
Youth Training and from there joined the Air- 
force. He later went overseas and returned to 
Bentley in 1945. As soon as he was discharged 
he went back to Oregon and still lives there. 

Eveline took her grade 11 in the Bentley 
school and the next fall went to the Olds School 
of Agriculture and took the two year course. In 
1943 she started work at Garries Machine Co. 
and worked there until 1945, and then to Leduc 
to work for her cousins, Pearl and Ab Wright, 
who owned a grocery store. 

During this time, Jean and Allie kept busy, 
Mrs. Chowen soon had Jean working at the Red 
Cross House with the rest of the neighborhood 
ladies and the quilts and the rugs they made 
were beautiful 

Allie gradually had a large garden but he 
also had time to walk downtown every day to get 
the mail and to visit around the stove at John 
Blish’s store. We used to call it the "Hat Stove 
League’ 
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In the fall of 1945 the house was sold to Reg 
Snow and the Shirtcliffs spent the winter at the 
home of Charlie and Ruth Smith in Rimbey. 

Eveline married Wally Kuhnert in Leduc in 
February, 1946 and her parents moved to Van- 
couver Island, making their home at Sidney for 
many years and later moving to Langford, in 
Victoria, next door to the Kuhnerts, who helped 
care for them in their latter years. 

After a lingering illness, Allie passed away 
in the fall of 1966 at the age of 86. 

Jean finally got her wish and returned to 
Alberta in the early 1970's and went into the 
‘Senior Citizens’ Lodge in Lacombe. She passed 
away in the Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital in Febru- 
ary, 1974 and was 84 at that time 

Eveline is the only one of the family livingin 
Canada and whenever anyone asks what part of 
Alberta she is from, the answer is always the 
same - “Bentley, the Model Village of the West 


SILER, RAY 
By Harry Hansen 

The Silers came from lowa, from the same 
locality as the Moores and Surratts - Moulton. 
They had five boys and two girls, Keith, Lee, 
Zell, Wade, Ruth, Jerry and Roscoe. About 1912 
they rented what is known as the Shirkey place 
in the Rainy Creek district and the children at- 
tended the Carritt school. After a couple of ye: 
ars, they rented the 0.8. Moore farm, NE. 
17-40-28-4 and their family made quite an addi- 
tion to the Gull Lake school attendance 

‘They were a lively family, with plenty of 
class and good dressers. Ray smoked corncob 
pipe and took his boys to Bentley on Saturday 





Siler amily circa 1916 
Wade, Lee, Ruth, Roscoe, Jerry 


Ray Siler 





They made up 


afternoons to play baseball 
about half the team. 

‘One fall Ray and one of the boys drove, with 
their mules and bundle racks, to Nanton, in 
southern Alberta, to put in forty days of thresh- 
ng 

‘The Silers made another move about 1915 
to the Welch place - N.E. 17-40-28-4, still in the 
Gull Lake district, and stayed there until about 
1918, at which time they moved to Portland, 
Oregon. Lee, Jerry and Zell have been back to 
visit, but not much has been heard from them 
lately. Keith came to Everett, Wash. and 
batched with Harry Hansen while working in the 
GIN. railroad shopsin 1918. Lee opened a dental 
laboratory in Tacoma, Wash.,and Zell drove city 
buses in Portland for many years. Wade was a 
construction contractor. Both Mr. and Mrs. Siler 
passed away many years ago. 








SIMON, OTTO AND FAMILY 
By Margaret UnI 

Cito Simon was born in 1893 in Port Wa- 
shington, Wisconsin, and immigrated with his 
family in the early 1900's to Heart's Hill, Sask. 
Charlotte (Cis) Breese came to Canada with her 
family in 1908, She was born in Lancashire, Eng- 
land in 1890 and her family homesteaded in 
Oyen, Alberta. She became a "box-car” teacher 
in Saskatchewan and while there met Otto 
‘Simon and they were married in Macklin, Sask... 
in 1914, They took up residence in Saskatoon 
where Otto was employed in a garage as a me- 
chanic. Three children, Peggy, Alma, Bob were 
born there. 

‘Once more the Simon family felt the pull of 
the west and the whole family, including grand- 
parents and uncles, made their way, with teams, 
‘wagons and cattle, to the “better life in Alberta’ 
In 1921 they arrived in Leedale. The winter was 
bad, the cattle died, the children had scarlet 
fever and the grandparents left to go back to 
Saskatchewan, so the Simon family were left to 
fend for themselves. Cis taught school in Aurora 
in 1922, Otto worked at the mills and ran 
steam engines for the big harvests in southern 
Alberta and the states. During this tough year, 
Dorothy was born in our log cabin in Medicine 
Valley, 

‘Azor Raymond needed a hired man so Otto 
became that man and the family moved to a 
small shack on the Ellsworth farm and became 
full-fledged members of the Blindman Valley. 
‘The moves began, once again to the George 








Holbrook farm in Centreview district, where all 
steps forward began, great friendships made, 
much effort put forth to make for a better com- 
munity, better education and abetter way of life. 
In these years Ruth was born in Lacombe and 
Jim in Bentley. George Holbrook died in our 
home and Wm. Hankins came to live with us and 
be cared for. Many transient and local young 
men and women were sheltered there too 

‘The whole family became active in the area 
Otto played baseball, umpired games, was in- 
strumental in promoting and building the hall at 
Forshee, which became a community centre 
with Sunday School, badminton games, show- 
ers, wedding dances and all get-to-gethers held 
there. In fact, the play “Lighthouse Nan” pre~ 
miered there, with Muriel Craig co-starring with 
Bob Hardy, plus a great supparting staff of 
workers, actors and make-up people. 

When the local young people could not af- 
ford to go to High School, onceagain Otto made 
trips to Edmonton and High School was brought 
to them. The Holbrook place at Forshee became 
the school and teacher's residence, with home- 
made desks and kitchen chairs. Horseback and 
sleighs were the mode of transportation. This 
school operated from 1932-34. 

Mom Simon was a member of the W.!, and 
she was adjudicator for oratorical contests and 
music festivals. She had open house for many 
parties, was an accomplished seamstress and 
was never too busy to lend a helping hand 

The family moved to the Hankins place in 
1935 and became residents of the Outlet district 








Forshee High School - 1984. Teacher - Mr. Crumm, 
Back row -L to R - Margaret Craig, Georgie Cummings 
Evelyn Cummings, Geraldine Kincheloe, Margaret Par 
menter, Annie Diggle, Pegay Simon, Harry Martin 
Front row » L to R- Ethel Parmentier, Maizie Jackson, 
Alma Simon’ 
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Wm. Hankins died there in 1987 andin 1941 Otto 
joined the Canadian Army and served overseas 
Until 1946. He took his army discharge in Cal- 
gary and left to take up residence in Windsor, 
Ontario, where he lived until his retirement in 
1971. He came to Edmonton and died in my 
home in September of that year. He is buried in 
Beechmount Cemetery’s Field of Honour. 

Cis remained on the farm until Bob's mar- 
age in 1944, when she took up residence in 
Rimbey. She continued in her active teaching 
role, first as a sub-teacher in Rimbey and as 
fulltime teacher in two country schools in that 
area. In 1952 she joined Otto in Windsor until 
1962 when she was invalided home toher family 
in Alberta. Her last year was spent in Fairview 
Nursing Home, where she died in 1968 and is 
buried there. 

‘Alma was educated in Chapel, Centreview 
and Forshee schools where she completed her 
grade 11, She worked in Camrose and Lacombe 
and in 1940 married Gordon Soma of Kingman, 
Alberta. He was a buttermaker in Leduc crea- 
mery until he joined the Air Force. Their daugh- 
ter, Kathleen, was born in Edmonton, after 
which they were posted to Borden. When Gor: 
don was posted to the west coast, Alma returned 
to Bentley. She worked as a telephone operator 
for Mrs, Finch, until the war was over and then 
they moved to the west coast. The family then 
became Americans and before retirement 
‘owned their own real estate and insurance com- 
pany in Monroe, Washington, where they still 
reside. Their daughter, Kathleen, her husband, 
Phil Lentz, and Suzee live in Hastings, Ne~ 
braska. Kathy's son, Chris, isin Seattle and Rob 
isin the U.S. Navy, 

Bob took his schooling at Centreview and 
Forshee schools. He was delegated to be the 
family man when Dad went overseas, He farmed 
with Mom until his marriage to Bertha Strang of 
Edmonton, in 1944, While farming, he was the 
mail man on R.R.#1, for two or three years. Their 
son, Rick, was born while they resided in Ben- 
tley. Bertha nursed at both Rimbey and Bentley 
hospitals. The oll patch called and the P.O. 
‘Simon family moved to Calmar and Devon, Jean 
was born in Edmonton. Their final move was to 
Drayton Valley, where they now reside, Rick 
married Marian Kymta of Drayton Valley and 
they have three sons. Jean married Travis Che- 
ney of Forth Worth, Texas and they have one 
daughter. All the family live in Drayton Valley 
and area. 
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Dorothy attended school in Centreviewand 
Lacombe and was employed in Leduc until her 
marriage to Elzer Forsell of the Gilby district. 
They made their home on the farm there until his 
death in November, 1956. They had four child: 
ren, Gerald, Patricia, Carol and Susan. After 
Elzer’s death, Dorothy moved to Eckville and 
worked at the Co-op there until her move to 
Fairview, after the children had finished high 
school. She owned and operated a coin laundry 
for a few years and then worked as a teller atthe 
bank. She cared for our mother during the last 
year of Mother's life, Dorothy married Lloyd 
French of Fairview in 1969, and they stil live 
there. Gerry and his wife, Beverley; Patricia and 
her husband, David Lightbown, all live in Eck- 
ville. Carol Ann and her husband, Ron Craig, live 
at Lousana and Susan lives in Calgary. Dorothy 
eight grandchildren. 

Ruth, the baby of the first family, was born 
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in Lacombe and educated at Centreviow, Outlet, 
Bentley and Rimbey schools. She took her 
nurse's training at the Misericordia Hospital in 
Edmonton, and nursed at Rimbey and Lloyd- 
minster Hospitals until her marriage to Gordon 
Rae of Edmonton. They returned to Edmonton 
in 1952, where she continued to nurse in the 
active treatment hospital and in the office of Or 
Jack Burgis until 1979. Gordon is still employed 
by Edmonton City Telephones. They had six 
children, all born in Edmonton. Cheryl and her 
husband, John Barrow, reside in Wembley, Al- 
berta, Janet and herhusband, Dale Bowler; Pam 
married to Rick Bradford; Donald and his wife 
Linda (Jacobson), and Shauna all live in Ed- 
monton. Doug and his wife, Jan (Fox) reside in 
Calgary and are the grandparents of five. 

‘Jim was born in Bentley and took his 
schooling at Outlet and Rimbey schools. When 
Mom went to Windsor, he moved to Lloydmins- 














ter and lived with us. He took his electrician 
apprenticeship in Lloydminster and Saskatoon. 
He was active in the United Church community 
until his marriage to Mildred Huehnichen of 
Lloydminster in 1956. He became a roving elec 
trician with Canadian Utilities and lived in St 
Paul, Bonnyville and Fort Kent until being trans 
ferred to Grimshaw in 1967, where they both 
work - he in his own business and she as a 
school secretary. They have four children, 
Wanda (Mrs. Terry Jordon), Rick and Brenda of 
Edmonton and Ken at home. 

The first and the last, me - Pegay - took my 
schooling at Aurora, Chapel, Centreview, Ben- 
tley and Forshee. | left the Bentley area in 1935 
and worked in Detroit, Michigan; Camrose, We- 
taskiwin and Calgary. | married Mike Sheedy of 
Calgary in 1943. | came home to Rimbey to live 
with my mom, worked in the creamery there 
until 1947. Mike died in Holland in 1945 and | 
married Wilf Uhl in 1947. We left to make our 
home in Lloydminster, Sask., where we resided 
until 1967. We had five children Lynn, whodied 
in 1951, Jim, Colleen, David and Cheryl. Wilf 
was employed in the oil patch, and as a butter- 
maker in the creamery for seventeen years, after 
which we moved to Edmonton and Wilf died in 
Edmonton in 1975. Jim married Sandi Lucas of 
Edmonton and they now live in Athabasca. Col- 
leen and her husband, Lloyd MeKeith, live at 
Rycroft. David and Cheryl arestill home with me 
and I have two granddaughters. 

We have all kept active in community and 
church activities, At one time or another, one or 
the other of us have belonged to the Girl Guide 
Association, Home and School Association 
Knights of Columbus, U.C.W., C.W.L., Royal 
Canadian Legion, C.G.I.T. Moose Lodge, Ma- 
sonic Lodge, Elks and the Royal Purple, We 
have served on church boards, community 
league boards and in many areas of “lending 
helping hands”. Thus we hope that these efforts 
have contributed to a better society for all 


MEMORIES 

Growing up in the Blindman Valley holds 
many memories - to have watched the progress 
of a community in it’s early years has been areal 
motivation in all our lives. The early beginnings, 
the cold, cold rural schools, where everything 
froze - even the students. Praise be for gas heat, 
electricity, telephones, schoo! buses and ball 
Point penst! 

From crystal sets to T.V. 











from horse and 
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buggy and mud roads to neat cars and pave- 
ment - from walking on dirt roads to walking on 
the moon, we have come a long way - from 
counting on our fingers to computers - what a 
generation! 

The dances, the weddings, the showers, the 
caring, the birthing and the dying and burying - 
all done by loving hands, left us with a great 
heritage. Let us hope we can keep all that was 
great. 

The memories of our Women’s institute, the 
Gir's Club whose members were able to havea 
sun-fun vacation at Sylvan Lake, under the lead- 
ership of dedicated people like our parents and 
‘Agnes Cummings, Muriel Craig, Beryl Gunnell 
Nellie Craig and many more. 

The picnics, ball games, Rimbey Fair (in 
Bennett buggies), watching the Indians building 
their steam baths on the Blindman River. 

‘The many great families who grew from 
these hardy pioneers, make us thankful to have 
been part and parcel of those days that made 
Alberta so great 

My thanks to the people who have been 
instrumental in making this book come to life. It 
should become a living legend of the growth ofa 
strong community, 





SKEELS, FRANK ED &MARY VIOLA 
AND FAMILY 
By Harold Skeels 


Frank Ed Skeels was born in Illinois, U.S.A 
In 1855. In 1864 his father, Nelson Skeels, moved 
his family to Montana by river boat, up the Mi 
souri River. At one point on the river the buffalo 
were crossing in such numbers that their boat 
was held up forhours, while the buffalo crossed, 
The family settled in Helena, Montana, for about 
ten years, before moving to Uniontown, Wash. 
where they lived and farmed until 1910. 

In 1883 Frank Ed Skeels was married to 
Mary Viola Vaughan. They had ten children, all 
born in Uniontown. Four of the children died in 
infancy. The family farmed there until 1910 and 
then moved to Alberta, At this time there was a 
great deal of advertising about the free land in 
Alberta for homesteading; also the open grazing 
land for livestock, 

Two of his sons, Roy and Ray, were already 
married so they stayed in the U.S.A. The rest of 
the family of Father and Mother, Gene, Bessie, 
Lester, and Harold, prepared to come to Alberta 
However, about this time my father was kicked 
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by a horse and his right leg was broken in two 
places, above and below the knee. The doctor 
was called but was unable to set the breaks 
properly, After that his right leg was shorter and 
his knee stiff so thathe was never able to bendit. 
(Our move was made shortly after this accident, 
0 he was moved on a day bed. 

My brother Gene was the only boy old 
enough to carry on with the moving sohe loaded 
abox car with our small machinery, a few house- 
hold goods, ten horses, one cow, anda small 
Colt, two weeks old, who's mother had died soon 
after it was born. Gene rode the box car with the 
stock, and milked the cow, feeding the colt sev- 
eral times a day. The colt Soon learned that his 
food came from the cow and became very fond 
of her, following her everywhere she went 

The car was unloaded in Lacombe, Alberta, 
and the horses were put in the stock yards, ex- 
cept for one saddle horse which was kept separ- 

During the night the gate was opened and 
the horses headed back for their old home. Next 
morning Gene followed their trail and found 
them on the bank of the Red Deer River. They 
had swam across the mouth of the Blindman 
River, where it empties into the Red Deer. 





We lived in Lacombe fora month while look- 
ing for a quarter of land to buy and settle on 
Gene and Mother traded a team of horses as a 
down payment on the S.W. 10-42-2-W5, 
about two and a half miles from Forshee. So 
early one morning they loaded the wagon and 
democrat and started for our new home, which 
we had bought from Joe Marshall. That night 
we got as far as Dad Raymond's, where we 
spent the night. The next day we arrived at the 
farm. We lived there until fall and then moved 
to the Joiner place, where Fred Simpson now 
lives, because the buildings were much warmer. 
‘There was a good log house and barns built by 
Henry Joiner, who had operated a sawmill there 
a few years earlier. My sister Bessie, Lester, and 
| attended Symonds School 

Times were hard and money was hard to 
come by. Gene and my mother both worked out 
to get a few dollars. Gene worked on the Cum- 
mings threshing machine, stack threshing. The 
day's work lasted from daylight to dark and 
wages were very small. Mother worked at ahotel 
in Lacombe. It kept both of them busy to earn a 
few dollars to buy food and clothes, and pay the 
Interest on the mortgage. 

We lived on this farm for twelve years, milk- 
ing a few cows and making butter to trade at the 
store. By this time Gene was farming on his own 
and Bessie had married and moved away. 

In 1920 my father bought ahalt section, one 
and a half miles west of Forshee; one quarter for 
Mother and himself, and one quarter for Lester 
and me; from the C.P-A. We paid $20.00 per acre 
for raw land and had to fence and break it. We 
moved to this land in 1922 and also farmed the 
land where we had lived before. It was while my 
father was plowing here thathe was thrown from 
the plow. This started a cancer going and he 
passed away a short time after. 

My mother continues to live here with Les: 
ter and me until 1929, when she moved back to 
the old farm. She lived here until 1935, when she 
sold this quarter and moved to Rimbey. She 
lived at Rimbey until the Senior Citizens Lodge 
in Ponoka opened, where she stayed for a few 
years until she became ill and was moved to the 
‘Auxiliary Hospital in Rimbey. She passed away 
in 1966 at the age of 101 years. 

‘The eldest son of Frank Ed Skeels family, 
Roy, was born in 1885. He married Virna Garby 
in Lewiston, Idaho, in 1909. They lived there 
and had five children; Evelyn born in 1910, mar- 


ried Floyd Finney, and they have three children: 
Dell born in 1916 has a Doctor's Degree in Liter- 
ature, and has two sons; Vernon is a Medical 
Doctor, is married and has four girls, who live in 
Seattle; Ralph (Louie) is a High School teacher, 
is married and has three children; George is a 
teacher, is married with one son, 

Gene lived on the former Frank Blume farm 
in the Symonds district and raised livestock. On 
March 8, 1919, he married Florence Raymond 
and they spent that winter in Medford, Oregon, 
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Abner Raymond, 
On Dec. 7, 1919, their daughter Mildred was 
born. In the spring of 1920 Gene returned and 
stayed with his parents and farmed the Ike Ray- 
mond homestead. Florence came back in July 
and that fall they moved to the Wildman farm 
south of Forshee. They farmed thiere until 1923, 
and then moved to the Emil Spring place in the 
‘Symonds district. In 1924 they moved to the 
Chapel district on the Bill Cummings farm. This 
farm was later sold to Ronald Wetzel 

In 1925 Gene bought the Charles Raymond 
homestead and the next quarter south, where 
they lived. This land is in the Outlet district. On 
this farm they raised Angus cattle, hogs, and 
milked cows. They had fine Percheron horses 
to work the land and standard bred for saddle 
and driving, 

Gene passed away in 1952 at the age of 65 
and was buried in the Bentley cemetery. Flor- 
ence still lives on the home place near her son, 
Raymond, They had two sons and four daugh- 
ters. 

Mildred was born in 1919 and married Alvin 
Christenson in 1939. Their children are Merle, 
Karon, Dale, and Lane, 

Clarene was born in 1922 and martied Ken 
Gheseger in 1989, Their children are Muriel, Ken 
and Ruth, 

Walter was born in 1926 and married Lila 
Clark in 1947, Their children are Carol, Brian, 
Gary, and Murray, 

Raymond was born in 1924 and married 
Rose Schrader in 1950. Their children are Gor- 
don, Glen, Linda, and Margaret, 

Edna was born in 1929 and married James 
Speakman in 1951. Their children are, Debby, 
Cheryl, Anita, Joy, and Lori 

Alene was born in 1932 and married Del 
Muir in 1951. Their children are Catherine, Ro- 
bert, Silvia, Margaret, and Elizabeth. 

Ray Skeels, the third son of Frank Ed and 
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Mary Viola, was born in 1890, In 1810he married 
Dassie Watson and stayed in Washington State, 
They had one son, Bill. Ray married again in 
1932 and had another son, Raymond. Ray 
passed away in California in 1966, aged 75. 

Bessie was born in 1894 and married Assel 
Driggs in 1914. They had three children; Eu- 
‘gene, born in 1916, is married and lives in Los 
Angeles: Viola, born in 1919 is married and has 
two children, She lives in Reno, Nevada; Ruth: 
born in 1921, is married, has one daughter, and 
lives in Reno, Nevada, 

Lester, the fourth son of Frank E¢, was born 
in 1900. He farmed with his parents and brother 
Harold until 1929. In 1981 he married Alda 
Brown of the Gentreview district and they lived 
‘on the Verna Raymond farm. They farmed this 
half section until 1937, and then bought land 
nine miles north east of Rimbey, Alta, They 
farmed there and milked cows, selling the milk 
to the Dairy Pool, They also raised purebred 
Belgian horses and purebred Arabians, for show 
and sale. They had two sons and two daughters 
Louise, born in 1983, married Tom Danderson 





Lester Skeels Family 
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and they have two sons, Richard and James; 
Gerald, born in 1935, married May Gardner, and 
they have three boys, Douglas, Ronald, and Mi- 
chael; Delmar, born 1937, married Joyce Ho- 
losko, and they have three sons, Stanley, 
Wesley, and Danny; Thelma, born in 1940, mar- 
ried Dennis Geliski, and they have two sons, 
Robert and John. 

Lester passed away in 1975 at the age of 75, 
Alda still lives on the home place 
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Harold Skeels, the youngest son of Frank 
Ed and Viola Skeels, was born in 1904. | farmed 
with my brother, Lester, until 1929. In 1929 1 
married Constance Fraser of the Lockhart dis- 
trict. We lived on my mother’s land until 1936, 
then we built all new buildings on our own farm, 
the N.E, 27-41-2-W5, We raised grain and 
milked cows. 

In 1944 we sold our farm to Boscoe Walker 
‘and had a farm sale. We moved to Kelowna, 8.C. 
where | worked for a building contractor for 
three years. During this time we built houses, 
stores, and schools. | got a great deal of expe- 
rience in building, so that when we moved back 
to Alberta | went ahead with this same work. 

We moved to Crestomere in 1948, where we 
bought a half section from I. Riley, with the help. 
of my family. We were able to keep the farm 
‘going and at the same time carry on building for 
ourselves and others over thenext twenty years. 

From 1958 to 1963 | served as County Coun: 
cillor for the County of Ponoka. We lived here 
until 1968 when my wife and ! moved to Rimbey. 
Constance passed away in 1969. In 1970 | mar- 
fied Irene (Greif) Strachan. | was on the Rimbey 
Town Council from 1970 to 1977. During that 





. Lennard, Roy, Vern, 
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John, George and Margie 


time | was on the Rimbey Auxiliary Hospital 
Board; the Rimoka Foundation Board; and hada 
part in getting the Senior Citizens Home and 
Self-Contained Apartments in Rimbey. From 
1934 to 1944 | was a schoo! trustee for the Sy 
monds School District. Our five oldest children 
attended school there, 





We have a family of eleven children, five 
daughters and six sons. 

Our eldest daughter, Mary Ann, was born in 
1930 and married Gayhart Olson. They have two 
sons and two daughters and live in the Meadow 
Brook district 

George was born in 1992. He farms near 
Crestomere and is still single. 

John was born in 1933. He married Audrey 





Gone Skeels breaking with twelve horses - 1984 


Bourner of Calgary. They have one adopted 
daughter and live in Kamloops, B.C. 

Roy, born in 1934, married Myrtle Maddock 
of Lockhart. They have one son and one daugh- 
ter and farm part of the home place. 

Vernon, born in 1937, married Sharon De- 
wald of Ponoka, They have one son and one 
daughter, and live on the home farm. 

Margie, born in 1939, married Gustin Delle- 
zay. They have two sons and two daughters and 
live in Edmonton. 

Leonard, born in 1981, married Dianne 
Stretch of Ponoka. They have two daughters 
and one son and live in Spruce Grove. Leonard 
‘works for the Government in construction and 
Dianne teaches school. 

Betty, born in 1943, married John Chap: 
‘man, They have three daughters. John works for 
a lumber company in Nanaimo, B.C. 

Judy was born in 1946, She married Roy 
Fenwick. They have one daughter and one son 
and live in Edmonton where they both work. 

Gordon, born in 1948, married Sandra Muir- 
head of Edmonton, They have one daughter and 
both teach school 

Susan, born 1951, married Jean Paul Gias- 
son. They live in Edmonton and operate a truck- 
ing business. 


SKJONSBERG, GUSTAV 


Gustav Skjonsberg came to Bentley in 1800 
with his parents. He worked for neighbours and 
different places in the southern part of Alberta 

Gustav went to Calgary in March 1918 to 
join the army. He was overseas and came back 
to Canada in late fall 1919 

When he arrived home again he worked at 
different jobs on farms and carpentering. He 
loved music and when asked, would bring the 
violin and play at hall and house parties, 

He married Jennie Skjonsberg in 1927 and 
moved to the Petry farm. With help of family took 
out logs forlumber fora new home. Fritz Ebeling 
set up a sawmill and proceeded to saw the 
lumber for our home, also for other people as 
woll. The new house was builton the homestead 
in 1998, 

‘They were busy trying to improve the farm 
by clearing and breaking new land, Fencing was 
always a steady job. Farming was done with 
horses until later when they purchased atractor 
and heavier machinery. 

They stayed at the farm until 1961, when 
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they sold the farm to John Ree. They had ahome 
built in Bentley. 

Gustav passed away in October 1973. Jen- 
nie lives at the same residence in Bentley. 

There were five children, Evelyn, Leonard 
and Alfred. Two deceased, 

Evelyn married Ervin Pederson and is living 
on an acreage west of Bentley. 

Leonard married Gale Stevenson and is 
now living on a farm west of Gilby. 

Alfred married Florrie Ingram and is living 
on a farm northwest of Bentley. 


‘SKJONSBERG, HANS, FAMILY 


The Hans Skjonsberg family arrived in the 
Bentley district from Eden, South Dakota, Nov. 
3, 1900. They homesteaded the N.E. 12-40-2- 
ws. 

‘The family consisted of the following thir- 
teen children: Martin, born 1892; Pauline in 
1895; Gustave in 1897; Oscar in 1899; they lived 
in a log shack with a sod roof, Hulda in 1902; 
‘Agnes in 1904; Alma in 1905; Gundain 1909, she 
was fortunate to be born in the new house that is. 
still standing on the farm. Estherin 1911, Harold 
in 1913, Martha and Mary in 1915 and Ole, the 
last in 1916. 

Things were real tough in those days. They 
lived mostly on fish and prairie chickens. 

Martin married Jenny Haarstad in 1914 
‘They had three children, Martin passed away in 
1924, Pauline married Oscar Lubeck in 1917. 
‘They had eleven children. They moved to Peace 
River where Pauline still lives, Gustave married 
Jenny in 1926. They had four children. Gustave 
died in 1973. Hulda married Andrew Anderson 
in 1919, They had one child. Andrew died in 
1973. Hulda still lives in the district. Agnes mar- 
ried Algot Solberg in 1920. They had three 
children and moved to Peace River where they 
still live, Alma married Frank Wine in 1924. They 
had six children, and stil live in the area. Gunda 
married Obert Anderson in 1929. They had four 
children and still lve in Bentley. Esther married 
Einar Bergesen in 1933. They had three child- 
ren. Esther passed away in 1963 and Einar 
died in 1962. Harold married Marjorie Edwards 
in 1941, They had two children. Harold died in 
1951. 

Martha married Carl Juutiin 1936. They had 
six children, They also live in Bentley, Mary mar- 
ried Glen Ellsworth in 1937. They live in Bentley. 
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Ole married Doris Vig in 1941. They had five 
children, and still reside in the district, 
Hans Skjonsberg passed away in 1957. 
Heiga Skjonsberg passed away in 1955. 


SKJONSBERG, MARTIN 

In 1900 Martin Skjonsberg came to the Ben: 
tley district from South Dakota with his parents 
Hans and Helga. 

He allended Stephenson school. Later 
worked for neighbors on their farms, and with 
land surveying crews and at the sawmills at Re~ 
velstoke, B.C. 

He filed for a homestead on N.W. ‘4 section 
16 township 40 Range 2.WS. It was mostly 
timber and brush so was slow improving without 
heavy machinery. Clearing was done by hand 
with the help of horses. A log cabin was put up 
and later an entry and kitchen was built on. He 
married Jennie Haarstad and moved on the ho- 
mestead in 1915. It was pleasant with birds sing- 
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ing and lots of clean ground, plus sunshine and 
rain. 

‘There was always something to do, gardens 
to plant, berries to pick, and a few acres seeded 
to barley. In the fall the bundles were hauled to 
his folks place to be threshed, so Martin could 
go threshing with Alfred and Ed Harstad 

By doing improvement, such as fencing and 
clearing land, and by living there, they received 
the title in 1919. 

They rented Mr. Petry's land which was later 
purchased and they moved there until 1923. 
Martin's health being not good they had to sell 
their belongings and stayed with Gerhard Haar- 
stad at Bentley 

Martin passed away March 1924. There 
were three children, 

Helen married Joseph Solberg, now living 
west of Bentley. 

Stella married Jack Paull, now a widow liv- 
ing a fow miles south of Bentley. 











Edward married Beth Lindsay, now living in 
Red Deer. 


SLAUGHTER, PHILO & MARGARET & FAMILY 


Philo and Margaret (Aunt Maggie) Slaugh- 
ter came from Des Moines, lowa, in 1900, arriv- 
ing at Lacombe on a settler's train. She stayed 
there for awhile so the children, Ray, 10 and 
Birdie, 9 years, could go to school 

Philo continued on west and filed on a ho- 
mestead, the N.W. %-4-41-1-W5, where they 
lived and farmed the rest of their life. They 
farmed with horses and never owned a tractor. 
They milked cows and sold butter at .25¢ and 
:30¢ a pound; raised chickens and sold eggs at 
18€ and 20¢ a dozen; later selling cream at 10¢ 
2 pound. Most produce was traded at the store 

They were very active in affairs of the dis- 
trict. They started the first school, named the 
“Outlet”. Philo was on the school board for 
many years and was also a councillor. 

Their house was stopping place for people 
going to and from Lacombe. When the railway 
Was surveyed they were told that they would 
have to cut comer off the house to let he trains 
go by, as the railway cut across their farm. The 
line was first surveyed to run between the barn 
and the house. However, Aunt Maggie cooked a 
big chicken dinner and invited the surveyors in. 


‘ond Maggie Slaughter a 


Alterwards they were good enough to change 
things and put a slight curve in the track 

‘Aunt Maggie passed away in 1935, 

Philo Slaughter was killed when a runaway 
team with a heavily loaded wagon ran over him 
in the fall of 1936 

Ray went on to University and became a 
surveyor. He worked at the McMurray Tar Sands 
project. He married Maude Snow in 1922 and 
farmed until he passed away in 1927. They had 
one daughter, June, who is now Mrs. Lauren 
Wiese, She has three children; Bryan who mar- 
ried Gloria Reimer and lives and farms on the 
home place; Teryl who married Bruce Hains- 
worth and lives east of Lacombe, and has two 
daughters; Brad who is still at home and farms 
with Dad and brother Bryan. 

Birdie married Wallace Storie, the station 
agent in Edmonton, Both are now deceased. 
‘They had three daughters; Margaret, now Mrs. 
Frank McCormack of Edmonton, who have six 
children; Phyllis, now Mrs. Wm, Smith of Cal- 
gary, who have four children; and Geraldine 
who Is now deceased, 





Alter Ray's death, Maude undertook the job 
of improving the Bentley Cemetery, doing a lot 
of the work herself, with the help of ahired man, 
Frank Neumeier. She had Bob Woolgar build 
the stone gate posts and the cairn 
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SMELSER, HENRY FAMILY 
By Mabel Atsinger 

Henry Smelser was born of German par 
ents, and was of the Mennonite religion, in Sel 
kirk, Ontario, in the year of 1867. He was oneof a 
family of fourteen children. In those days a good 
education was usually given to the boys, but in 
this family only two sons were privileged. Oneto 
bea teacher, and the other, Henry, apharmacist. 
He also had a fine talent for drawing and 
penmanship. 

Henry came west when a young man and 
began work in Fernie, B.C. He made several trips 
to Lethbridge, and there is where he met his 
future bride, Mary Campbell. She was born of 

cottish parents, and of Seventh-Day-Adventist 
faith, Mary’s mother was widowed, and had 
come from Ontario with her six children, and ran 
boarding house in the town of Lethbridge. 

Four children had been born to Henry and 
Mary, and Henry began thinking of rearing his 
family in adifferent environment. Entirely differ- 
ent. For he thought about trying his fate at farm- 
ing. 

After much planning, and sight-seeing, he 
and his brother-in-law, Jack Campbell, decided 
to go homesteading at Youngstown, Alberta, in 
the year of 1911. It was a hard pull for the two 
inexperienced men with their first attempts at 
farming; long, cold winters, many blizzards; 
eighteen miles to town on poor roads, only trails 
in some places. Baby Vernon of six weeks died 
of pneumonia. How it deeply pained the parents 
to make his little coffin, and the grave was dug 
twenty feet from the house in the cold month of 
January. 

‘A cyclone totally destroyed the newly built 





barn. Dried out crops every year was a great 
discouragement. 

In 1914 when World War | broke out, Jack 
left for overseas, leaving Henry to carry on 
alone. Henry felt himself losing in the game. In 
1920 he loaded up his furniture, and by wagon 
and buggy and herding the cattle, it took two 
days to move to Brooks. 

Work there seemed too heavy for his slight 
build, and in 1926 he began again to look for an 
easier way to make a living for his family. By this 
time it was almost to the end of the year. And the 
move was made to Lacombe, in the Gull Lake 
district. Henry had shipped by freight car all he 
‘owned, and he and his two oldest sons rode 
along in the freight car to care for the livestock, 
‘and to get things settled before the family came. 

Ten days later, in a cold 40 degrees below 
zero on December 19, Henry drove his team of 
horses, with wagon box on sleigh twenty three 
miles to the Lacombe depot to bring the rest of 
the family to their new home. Eleven children 
had been born into the family, with another child 
soon to enter the world, 


When spring arrived it rained almost every 
day. Beautiful wild flowers bloomed along the 
roadsides. The lush greenery, many trees and 
brush were entrancing, Never had they seen 
anything like this on the prairies. Even though 
they felt they were in a “Milk and Honey" land, it 
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was a hard struggle, and many sacrifices were 
made to provide for all 

Mary Smelser was a mid-wite, and aided the 
doctor in bringing some children into the world. 
Four of them were the Ebelings, being born at 
home. 

Six of the Smelser children, Verlie, Wendell, 
Mabel, Cedric, Rodney, and Graham walked 
one and @ half miles to attend the Gull Lake 
school. Their most cherished memories are of 
the never-to-be-forgotten kind and dedicated 
teachers of the Gull Lake schoo! 

(One of the most memorable pleasures were 
the Christmas concerts. The biggest boys and 
some of the men built the stage. Then the enor- 
mous spruce tree was brought in almost reach- 
ing the ceiling, with its aroma scenting the 
whole room. Everyone was helping to put on the 
decorations of garlands, tinsel and candles. The 
girls had hung bells and streamers on the win: 
dows, and they also had colored the stencils on 
the blackboards with colored chalk, which was, 

‘Merry Christmas” and of Santa with his rein- 
deer and sleigh, and the gifts overflowing from 
his brown bag. 

Many hours of practising plays, drills, reci 
tations and songs were spent, and finally the 
great night came. After the program Santa 
would arriveso boisterously that the small child- 
ren and babies were frightened. He had his 
sleigh bells ringing, and after going through 
many antics would begin giving out the gifts. In 
his clear, loud voice he would call some of the 
mothers by surprise to come up on the stage. If 
they just sat, he would keep on calling until they 
were on the platform. They were shy too, and 
this embarrassed them, which added to the 
merriment of the audience, and much more so to 
Santa Claus. He’¢ call for the girls to come for 
their presents, but first he'd take them by their 
hands and dance around in little circles, and ask 
them who their boy friend was. Everyone was 
laughing, and no one ever forgot that lively, jolly 
Santa Claus 

Another enjoyable recreation for the older 
children were the “Singing Parties" held at the 
school. Songs, games and contests were 
played, and everyone had so much fun, Mrs. Gill 
was their teacher and supervisor. 

In 1935 Henry Smeiser passed away at the 
age of 69 years. After a few years the older boys 
left for work in British Columbia, In 1942 Wen- 
dell, Cedric, Rodney and Graham volunteered 
for service overseas during World War Il 








Henry Smelser and six sons - 1931 


Mrs, Smelser later moved to Sidney, B.C. 
and died in 1956. 

Mabel Astinger is the only Albertan of the 
family and resides on her farm six miles from 
Lacombe. 

The rest of the family now living are: Audrey 
Munro, Veriie Elvedahl, and Irish Smelser all of 
Sidney, 8.C., Cedric and Rodney of Victoria, 
B.C,, Graham and Vergene of Vancouver, B.C. 

Those deceased are: Elaine, Henry Jr. 
Wendell, and Vernon 


SNOW, LEONARD G. 
By Maude Ingram 


Leonard Gordon Snow was born in Port La 
Tour, Nova Scotia, in 1876, and was married to 
Florence Mac Snow on Feb. 16, 1901. She was 
born in Villagedale, N.S. on Sept. 1, 1874, 

He worked as a carpenter in Swampscott, 
where their son, Reg was born; then going back 
to Villagedale where I, Maude, was born in 1903, 

In 1908 he came West on a harvest excur- 
sion and spent the winter in Regina, where he 
worked on the parliament buildings. He con- 
tinued west to Fernie, B.C. in 1909, just in time to 
lose everything in the big Fernie fire. He worked 
a8 @ carpenter in Fernie and Cranbrook, then 
decided to homestead, coming to Alberta in 
1912. He took up the N.E. 20-44-4-W5, but 
didn't prove up on it. We moved to Lavesta 
where he farmed until 1916, then came to the 
Bentley district, to the Bert Williams farm 











Leonard and Florence Snow - 1931 


which is now occupied by Roy Rogers. He 
‘then bought the S %7-41-1-W5 where they 
farmed till 1951, when they retired to Bentley. 
Mr. Snow passed away in Rimbey in 1960 and 
Mrs. Snow passed away in Calgary in 1963. 

Reg married Delores Saint in 1923 and they 
farmed for awhile, before moving to Crofton, 
B.C. where they now live. They had two sons, 
Alvin in Crofton and Reg of Bentley. 

Maude married Ray Slaughter in 1922 and 
we farmed until he passed away in 1927. Wehad 
one daughter, June, who is now Mrs. Laurin 
‘Wiese of Bentley. | then married John Ingram in 
1931, and we farmed until 1964. We had one 
daughter, Florrie, now Mrs. Alfred Skjonsberg of 
Bentley, and one son, Leonard, of Rimbey. 


SOLBERG, ERIC STORY 
‘Submitted by Mrs. M.E. Sunell, the sole survivor 
of the Eric Solberg family 


Eric Simonson Solberg was born at Stange, 
Norway, on June 16, 1857. He married Mathea 
Matson on June 6, 1879 at Romedal, Norway. A 
few years after their marriage they decided to 
come to America, so Eric left and settled in 
South Dakota, where he took up a piece of land 
‘on an Indian Reservation, which had been 





opened for homesteading, After building a sod 
house on this land (which was ll prairie) hesent 
for his wife and family. The family at this time 
were the four oldest children, Marie, Ole, John 
and Anna. Mathea's journey to the new country 
was not to be without its trials and tribulations, 
One of her favorite stories told, | am sure, with 
some sense of humor and yet with a trace of 
sadness too, was about the mattress she had 
made of straw for use on the boat trip over, 
covered with a length of serviceable material 
which she felt would be very useful to the family 
in their new home. As they approached the har: 
bor of New York she decided to empty the straw 
overboard so while attempting to do just that a 
member of the ship's crew, who saw her strug- 
gling with this unwieldy mass thought to help 
the lady, came to her assistance and with a 
mighty push the mattress went over the rail and 
into the sea! Mathea also had brought a large 
trunk which she had filled with linens and silver 
etc. Upon landing in New York, she was attempt- 
ing to move it. Two gentlemen saw her strug 
gling with the trunk so they came to offer their 
assistance. While attending to the children, the 
two men disappeared along with the trunk and 
she never saw it again. The trunk also contained 
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a bottle of Akvavit, which had been purchasedin 
Oslo to bring to Eric. 

They endured many hardships in this new 
country in those early years. There were many 
bad storms during the winter and in the summer 
cyclones were not uncommon. Often they 
would have to dig themselves out of snow drifts 
that completely covered their little sod house 
and barn. Sometimes they would have to string a 
rope between the house and out buildings in 
order not to get lost in the blizzards that raged 
across the prairie. Many people would get lost 
only to be found dead later. During the summer 
whenever a funnel shaped cloud appeared on 
the horizon, Mrs. Solberg would gather up the 
children to go into the root cellar until the storm 
had blown over. As they lived many miles from 
the nearest town it meant a journey of several 
days just to go and get the necessary staples for 
the home, These trips were infrequent to be 

The soil was good, and Eric broke the sod 
and grew good crops of wheat and flax. Mathea 
was a practical nurse or mid-wife and was often 
called out during the night to deliver babies, 
sometimes even for young Indian women. While 
the Indians were still rather savage she be- 
friended them and they responded by referring 
to her as their "White Mother 

Five more children were born in the sod 
house in South Dakota, making nine children, 
Their son Adolph died there at the age of one 
year. Marie the eldest daughter married Peter 
Christiansen and they moved to Bentley in 1901 
to be followed by John about two yearslater. He 
married Sophia Vig. This was the first wedding 
held in the district 

Eric once again left his family behind to find 
‘and make a home for his family in Canada, He 
homesteaded the NE 9-40-2-W5. He built a log 
house on this land and sent for his family. The 
family started out from South Dakota by wagon 

1907. They slept under the wagon that first 
night out and arrived in Minot, North Dakota the 
following day where they boarded the train for 
Lacombe, the nearest railway point to Bentley. 

The first morning after their arrival, their 
youngest son Gilbert had gone outside to view, 
no doubt with wonder, the big trees that grew 
with such abundance in this new land, He spied 
fa squirrel and started to follow it as it made its 
way through the tree tops. He became lost and 
had no way of finding his way back to the 














Mr. & Mrs, Eric Solberg and family - Mrs. Marie Christ 
‘onsen, Mrs. Minie Erickson, Gilbera, John, Ole and 
Sever, Missing - Annie Eklund. 








house, He walked all day without any sign of 
human habitation, until by evening he came 
upon a house. Timidly he approached the house 
and while not wishing to admit that he was lost 
he asked the man there fora drink of water. The 
man realized though, that the child was lost so 
he took him into the house, fed him and kept him 
there for the night, The next day Gilbert was 
reunited with his family. Tragedy struck the Sol 
berg family a year later when their son was ac- 
cidentally shot while out hunting. He died 
shortly after from the gunshot wound he sus- 
tained 

Mr. & Mrs, Solberg were active in the com- 
munity and were among the early members of 
the congregation of the Vig Lutheran Church. 
Mrs, Solberg was one of the founding members 
of the Church Ladies Aid. Their door was always 
‘open to whomever should pass their way and no 
one ever went away without partaking of the 
hospitality they extended. Their home was the 
focal point of many community picnics and dan: 
ces, Mrs, Solberg, having been a dairy-maid 
during her youth in Norway was especially 
adept at making many varieties of cheeses. She 
was very fond of her cows and almost to the time 
of her death she was never without a cow or two 
to milk and care for. No doubt this was due 
mainly to the training she had had as a dairy 
maid. This meant taking the cows up to summer 
pasture in the mountainous areas of Norway 
and as well as herding the cows, itwas her duties 
to care for the milk by making butter and cheese. 
‘She was also a master at making many kinds of 
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sausages and other savory dishes whenever 
‘Butchering Day" came around. As this country 
abounded in wild fruit, summer days were spent 
searching for and preserving the wild raspber- 
ries, saskatoons, cranberries, blueberries and 
strawberries. She was never without a fleece of 
raw wool on hand which she would wash, card, 
and spin into homespun yarn with which to knit 
warm socks, mittens and other garments for the 
members of her family and friends. The time 
spent at her spinning wheel was truly her time 
for relaxation. She would arise early in the 
morning, before anyone else was up and spend 
this quiet time at her wheel. Her experience 
gained down through the years as a mid-wife 
again stood her in good stead when time and 
again she would be called upon to deliver a new 
baby. 

Eric too, had his hobbies. One of thase was 
to weave baskets out of young willow shoots. 
‘There were large baskets and small baskets. The 
big ones were often used as a basket for thenew 
baby to sleep in, while the smaller ones usually 
became useful as mending baskets. He made as 
well, rattles for the new baby from these same 
willow shoots, and while Idon'tknow if thereare 
any left in the possession of recipients lam sure 
that if any of them do exist they are surely prized 
possessions, 


Mr. and Mrs, Solberg farmed until the mig 
twenties when they sold their farm and equip- 
ment and retired. After living for ashort time ina 
house owned by Fred Erickson, their son-in- 





Mrs. Sune (Solbera) and one of several lace tablecloths 


law, they moved into a house on the north shore 
of Sylvan Lake. This house was constructed by 
their son Ole, specifically for the use of his par- 
ents. This house was to be their home for their 
remaining years. It was located on what is now 
part of The Breakers subdivision. Asin the years 
an the farm, this place also proved to be a favor- 
ite gathering place for many family gatherings 
and community picnics. Eric had a rowboat and 
he would go out almost daily to catch a fish or 
two for the table. He was always very proud of 
his garden, especially the fact that hehadaplum 
tree he had grown from seed, and which in time 
‘even produced some fruit, 

They celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary in June 1939. At that time there 
were 54 grandchildren and 46 great 
grandchildren. Eric passed away in Novernber, 
1941 Mathea followed in February 1945. They 
are laid to rest in the cemetery of Grace Luthe- 
ran Church. 

‘There were nine children. Adolph died in 
infancy in South Dakota, and Edwin died as the 
result of a hunting accident at the age of sixteen 
years, 

Marie married J.P. Christiansen. Marie and 
Pete had fourteen children. Marie died in June, 
1967, 

Joho married Sophia Vig and to them were 
born sixteen children. John passed away in De- 
cember of 1979. 

‘Anna married Aldor Eklund. To them was 
born a family of eight. Anna died in Sidney, B.C. 
in February of 1971 

Severin married Bertha Benson. They hada 
family of nine. Severin passed on in February 
197 

Minnie married E.G, (Fred) Erickson. They 
had four children. Fred died in 1937. In 1948 
Minnie married JE. (Jack) Sunell of Sylvan 
Lake. Jack died in 1972 and Minnie still lives in 
her home there. 

Gilbert married Olga Johanson. There were 
three sons from this marriage. Gilbert died in 
July, 1977. 











SOLBERG, JOHN & SOPHIE 
By Selma Bergesen 

John Solberg was born in Stange, Norway, 
‘on June §, 1885. He came to Sisseton, South 
Dakota, with his parents when five years old. On 
April 7, 1903, he arrived at the Bentley district, 
travelling by train as far as Lacombe, the nearest 
railway point. This journey involved some work 


as he had the responsibility of a carload of cattle 
and horses for John Hilstad. He was paid for this 
when he received a cow from Mr. Hilstad, This 
cow soon hada calf, and this was the beginning 
of the stock on his farm, which he was soon to 
own. 

When John came here his sister, Marie, was 
already settled on a farm with her husband, Pete 
Christianson. So John made this his home for 
awhile, He worked on the railroad at Alix. There 
‘was no transportation in those days, so this me 
ant a distance of 40 miles he had to walk every 
time he came home. Being young and sturdy he 
did this quite often, and usually stopped at the 
cheese factory just west of Bentley to bring his 
sister some cheese. 

Word soon spread around that there was a 
young man in the district, so somé of the young 
Girls went to see him. This is where Sophie Vig 
soon became his girl friend and later on, his 
bride, Sophie was born on Christmas Day, 
1884, at Kathryn, North Dakota, and came with 
her parents to Bentley in 1900, 

John and Sophie were married at her 
parent's home, the Casper Vigs, on February 16, 
1904. They made their home with Sophie's 
parents while their own home was being builton 
their homestead, about half a mile north, the 
S.E, 22-40-2-W5, On November 4, that fal, their 
home was ready so John and Sophie walked 
there, carrying some belongings, also a baby, 
and leading their cow, They now had their own 
home and they were happy, even without 
furniture, Their supper was eaten, not from a 
table, but off their trunk; boxes being used as 
chairs. Next morning John built a table, which is 
still at the home they had in Bentley, after 
retiring from farming, 

Casper Vig had a sawmill, so this is how the 
umber was available for their building. The 
winter was spent building a barn and some other 
sheds; also a blacksmith shop. John was very 
handy working with his hands. He did a lot of 
blacksmithing for the neighbors, charging 25¢ 
a shoe to shoe horses. He also sharpened 
plow shares. He was very handy at building 
and making implements, Sophie was also 
handy with her hands. She got busy making 
curtains for her new home from used flour 
sacks, She carded wool and made many quilts. 
‘She could sew any dress or shirt, not from a 
pattern, but by looking at the pictures in the 
catalogue. The finished garments looked just 
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like the pictures. She also round knit sweaters, 
socks, and mitts. When John was away doing 
extra work for income, Sophie had all the 
chores to do. 

Sophie was afraid of the bull, so one day 
John came home early, put on Sophie's dress 
and cap, and told her he would prove the bull 
was rot mad. He went out, but took the post 
Sophie carried with her. Sure enough, as soon 
a the bull saw the dress he came charging after 
John. Luckily he had the post to defend himself 
He hit the bull on the head and knacked him out. 
John did not doubt Sophie's word after that 
incident and the bull learned his lesson too. He 
did not chase after that. 

Farming was not easy. especially with oxen. 
You could have them working good for you, 
then if the hee! flies came and bothered them, 
watch out! They would just pick up and run ora 
shed or a wet spot and would take their own time 
before moving again. John started farming with 
three oxen and one horse. As tities improved he 
was able to farm with horses, then later with a 
tractor. This already seemed like a luxury. In 
Novernber of 1918 the phone was installed. This 
was a nice way to visit with the neighbors and 
get the news. That year grain prices were good, 
John hauled six loads of barley to Eckville by 
team; also two wagon loads of potatoes to 
Lacombe. That fall he bought anew Ford.car for 
which he paid $550.00 cash. Now they travelled 
in style. A few years later, with his own machine, 
he threshed his own as well as many neighbor's 
crops; hiring a crew of men with teams and racks 
to haul bundles. 

In 1924 John bought the quarter from Mr. 
Lee, just north of the one he already owned. He 
then moved the house from this place to his 
original home, using eight horses. With this 
addition the home now had kitchen, dining 
room, large living room, and six bedrooms. 
Now, there was so much room! This provedvery 
convenient as there were sixteen children born 
to them. 





‘There were many dances held almost every 
other Saturday night at John and Sophie's 
house. We can remember rolling up the 
linoleum early Saturday afternoon, getting the 
wood floor waxed and ready for dancing. Local 
musicians were there for the music. Oscar Vig, 
Gust Skjonsberg, John Solberg on the violin 
and Jennie Skjonsberg on the organ 
Sometimes the banjo or guitar would be played 











Mr, & Mrs. John Solberg and family - 1925 


by someone. They really made music and 
dancing would last till early in the morning. The 
next day would be spent scrubbing the floor and 
laying the linoleum down again. As soon as this 
was done Sophie would put up her quilting 
frame and soon she would be busy with another 
quilt. She made some of the most beautiful hand 
quilted ones, and many of these can be seen at 
her children's homes today. 

Times were not always the best in those 
early days, especially when some of the children 
needed medical help. The closest doctor being 
in Lacombe, it made a long trip by horses. They 
lost their second baby, Carl, when he was 11 
months old. He died from pneumonia. His was 
the first burial in the Vig Cemetery. John made 
the little coffin and dug the grave himself, 

‘One of the girls needed medical help after 
being in an accident, so this meant a trip to 
Lacombe every other day. This had to be by 
team and cutter, as no one used a car in winter. 





‘Mr, & Mrs, dohn Solbera and Ford car - 1920 





Cars would be put on blocks and not used again 
Until spring. This trip meant leaving very early in 
the morning and coming home late at night. The 
sixteen children born to John and Sophie never 
had a doctor in attendance. John’s mother or 
sister were always called on. Their last child was 
the only exception. A doctor was in attendance 
this time 

Christmas and New Years were always 
memorable to the children, as these were the 
mornings to stay in bed until all were served 
coffee and doughtnuts; by Dad on Christmas 
morning and by Mom on New Year's Day. Then 
to rise and find theirstocking filled with goodies. 
There were no electric lights then so the 
Christmas tree was decorated with candles in 
small holders, These were lit only while we got 
our gifts, 

Farming was going along fine and the crops. 
were easier to put in and take off with the 
modern equipment. Roads were better and 
prices of produce were up. Soon electricity was 
available and water never was a problem, There 
were two lovely springs on the farm. These 
provided water for the livestock and also a cold 
place to keep milk, cream, and butter fresh for 
selling. John had dug a well by the house and by 
means of a pump engine he pumped the water 
up toa large tank high in the pump house. Then 
he put pipes to the house and using the pressure 
created in the tank we had running water in the 
house. 

‘Tragedy struck one fall. John had gone to 
fan estate auction sale and had bought some 
bargains. When he came home he started 
looking at some of his purchases. In one box 
there was something that looked like coarse 
salt, so he put some of this salt out on the ground 
for the milk cows and the bull. He was grinding 
barley feed at the time and was shocked to see 
one of the cows fall dead, and another. Before 
long 14 milk cows and the bull were dead. After 
having this “salt” analyzed it proved to be a 
poisonous weed killer. There was no label on it, 
and being an estate sale, no one knew this. 

On Nov. 16, 1943, John held a farm auction 
sale, Clarence Damron was the auctioneer. 
John and Sophie went to Prince Rupert, B.C. 
where John worked in the cold storage plant, 
and later cooked on a fish boat. In 1945 they 
moved back to Bentley to live. Again logs were 
taken from the farm and sawed into lumber to 
build a new house in Bentley. John was the rural 
‘mail carrier for 19 years. He hauled not only the 























‘mail but hauled cream to town for some farmers, 
and also delivered groceries from the stores to 
some farmers, especially in winter when roads 
were drifted and it seemed only the mailman 
could go through, 

‘Sophie again had her flowers and garden to 
take care of, and many admired her beautiful 
yard, John did not retire and just rest. He took up 
the hobby of making rocking chairs. He made 
and sold hundreds of them. He also played his 
violin and entered many fiddle contests. 
receiving many trophies and plaques. 

‘Sophie spent her last days in the Red Deer 
Nursing Home and passed away April 12, 1975 
John stayed alone in his house for a few more 
years, then had a sale and moved to Eckville 
Manor for a few months, He then came back to 
Bentley Hospital, where he was rhade to feel at 
home, and received wonderful care. He played 
cards three times a week with the old timers at 
the Legion Hall. On Dec. 17, 1979, John passed 
away at the age of 94 years. John and Sophie are 
both buried in the Vig Cemetery. They had been 
married 71 years at the time that Sophie died. 


John Solberg ond his violin 





479 


Fourteen of their sixteen children are stil living. 
There were also 57 grandchildren; 108 great 
grandchildren; and six great-great grandchild- 
ren at the time of John’s death 

These were their children: - Edwin, born 
‘Aug. 14, 1904, married Elida Jansson; Carl, Oct, 
23, 1905, died Sopt. 17, 1906; Mabel, Sept. 14, 
1907, married Trygve Rangen, Chester, Dec. 
17, 1908 married Lillian Eaton, Arthur, July 17 
1910, married Leona Saint; Alice, Oct. 29, 
1911, married George Cummings; Selma, Feb. 
8, 1913, married Haakon Bergesen; Joseph, 
June 25, 1914, married Helen Skjonsberg; Ol- 
ga, Oct. 21, 1915, married Sandy Newton; Jul- 
ja, June 9, 1917, married Robert Kinna, Gla- 
dys, Aug. 21, 1918, married Jim Jaffray; Violet, 
Dec. 19, 1919 married Harry Taylor, Inga, April 
24, 1921, married Leonard Beddoes; Myrtle, 
June 9, 1923, married Rudy Mottus (deceased) 
‘now married to Bill Potapott; Helen, Sept. 25, 
4924, married William Malcolm. Helen died April 
24, 1948. Harry, born March 12, 1926, married 
Beth Jaffray, (deceased 1972) now married to 
Ida Waldo, 





SOLBERG, OLE AND AILIE 
By Melvin Solberg 


Ole Solberg was born in Norway and came 
with his parents, the Eric Solbergs, to Sessiton, 
South Dakota, in about 1889, He came to the 
Bentley district in about 1908 and married Ailie 
Palm, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Palm, in 
1919. Ailie was born in Calumet, Michigan, and 
lived with her parents in Butte, Montana, until 
they came to this district in 1905. 

‘Ole and Allie had two sons, Melvin and Fred, 
Melvin married Hilde Melling of Abbotsford, 
B.C, and they have five children; Beverley, 
James, Barry, Raymond, and Sharon. The fam= 
ily lives in Abbotsford, Fred lives in Montreal 
Quebec. 

Ole had a good sense of humor and enjoyed 
the many little pranks he played. He cared 
deeply for his horses and in the early days, his 
hobby was attending auction sales. 

Ailie was well know for her gardening and 
she loved plants. She enjoyed carding and spin- 
ning wool, which she used to knit many pairs of 
sock and mitts, as well as many heavy sweaters. 





Many of the school teachers at Boyle schoo! 
boarded at the Solberg home. 
Ole and Allie celebrated their 50th wedding 

























Ole and Aile Solberg hi 
Wedding Anniversary. 


13 @ waz at their Golden 


anniversary in 1969, 
shortly afterward 

Ole passed away in January 12, 1976 at the 
age of ninety-two and Allie now resides at the 
Red Deer Nursing Home. 


and retired to Benalto 


SOLLIE, KRISTIAN THEODOR 
By Selma Bergesen 


Kristian Theodore Sollie was born in 
Tromsosund, Norway, in 1885. He worked as a 
mechanic. He married Emma Patricia Jensen, 
who was born in 1887, 

In 1924 Kristian came to Canada. He stayed 
with his brother, Berger Johannessen, on the 
farm west of Bentley. Berger kept his dad's last 
ame and Kristian took the name of the farm 
Where he grew up in Norway. This was 
Solligaard; “gard” meaning “farm”. Mrs. Sollie 
and two sons, Roald and John, followed later. 
Roald was of school age and John was younger 

They settled in the Sunset district on the 
8%-33-40-2-W5, 

When in Norway, Kristian played the oboe 
in a band. He also played the accordian. He 
brought a small button accordian with him to 
Canada. Sure could get the music out of it, and 
played at dances sometimes. 

Emma always seemed frail, due to surgery 
on a hip while in Norway, but she was an 
immaculate housekeeper. 

The boys went to Sunset Hill School, Later 
Roald stayed with his uncle, Berger Johannes- 





sen, and rode horseback to schoo! in Bentley. 
John's main interest was hunting, 

In 1943 Kristian and Emma moved into 
Bentley. Both boys joined the Air Force during 
the Second Worid War. They both lost their lives 
while overseas. It was a terrible blow to their 
Parents. Roald died March 5, 1945 at 23 years of 
age. Then his uncle. Berger Johannessen, died 
on August 1, 1945. 

Kristian died on July 15, 1949. So Emma 
was now alone. She became paralyzed, Couldn't 
even talk. She died in 1950. 





aS 


Roald and John Solie - both killed overseas. 


SPEARS, RONALD & FAMILY 
By Ellen Spears 


The Ronald Spears family moved to th 
Bentley area in November, 1954. We settled on 
the Russell Burns farm, the S.W. 18-40-1-W6, 
where our six children grew up and attended 
school. Ron continued to work in construction 
white the youngsters were in school. In 1969 we 
bought Clifford Vig's farm, the S.E, 18-40-1-W5, 
We stayed on the farm until 1974 when we sold it 
to Mark Ree and moved into Bentley. in March, 
1975. 

Our children are all married and have 
families of their own. Charlotte married 
Lawrence Anderson, have three children, and 
live in Eckville, 

Jim married Kay Holmen, have three 














Ronald and Ellen Spears and family 


children, and live in Lloydminster. John married 
Sharron Nixon of Hanna. They have two 
children and live in Calgary. 

Laurel married Raymond Vig, They have 
two children and live in Vernon, B.C. Lois 
married Fidel Guerra trom Chile and lives in 
Edmonton. No children. Danny married 
Dorreen Cusick. They have two children and live 
in Lacombe. 

‘After leaving the farm Ron took a battery job 
with Ladd Exploration, looking after two oil and 
gas wells at Gilby. 


SPELT, G. 
By Lena Spelt 


Mr. Spelt was born August 28, 1911, in 
Holland. He was united in marriage there in 1838 
to Lena Verbeek. He worked on the farm with his 
dad for a total of 25 years, While in Holland they 
raised six children, two boys and four girls, 


They immigrated to Canada in 1951. They 
landed in Quebec and went by train to 
Winnipeg. It was through Mr. Ten Hovethat they 








Guy ond Lena Spelt and fomily - 1951 
Just after coming to Canada 
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landed in beautiful Central Alberta, on the farm 
of Mr. Harold Hueppelsheuser, near Blackfalds. 
There he worked for two years. He then worked 
for Mr. Ed Olson, west of Bentley, for five years. 
Mr. Spelt then bought his own farm, 6! miles 
‘west of Bentley, in the spring of 1958; the former 
Joe Stephenson place. We all worked hard to 
build the farm up. The family operated a small 
dairy business. Mr. Spelt had what you would 
call a mixed farming set-up. 

‘The children, one by one, grew up and left 
to make their own homes. The oldest son, Kase, 
married Henny Vander Heide, and live in the 
Blacktalds district, and have four children, The 
second son, Hans, married Grace Meindersma, 
and have two children, and livein Lacombe. The 
oldest daughter, Rea, married John Talsma and 
farm north-west of Lacombe, and have five 
children. Wilma married Marvin Wine. They 
have four children and now reside on the home 
place. The third daughter, Leni, married Derk 
Prins, They have five children and live on a dairy 
farm, west of Lacombe. The youngest daughter, 
Johan, married Peter Jonkman. They have four 
children, and live in the Beaumont area, south of 
Edmonton, 

Mr. and Mrs. Spelt retired to the Village of 
Bentley in 1976. He still did some farming, loved 
to fish, went camping and watched hockey. Mrs. 
Spelt loves to garden and sew. They are 
members of the First Christian Reformed 
‘Church, Woody Nook 

Mr. Spelt passed away suddenly, due to a 
heart attack, on May 6, 1981, at the age of 69, 
‘exactly 30 years after he arrived from his native 
Holland, 

From the beginning we loved it in Canada. 
Here in the district of Bentley, we have made 
many friends. 








SPYCHER, ERNEST, SR, 


Ernest Spycher came over from Switzerland 
as a young man, with a friend of the Zimmer- 
mans, who was visiting there. He went first to 
Oklahoma, where the friend lived, then later to 
the Swiss settlement in Kansas and worked for 
Mr. & Mrs. Begert for many years, He and John 
Thierstein came to Canada looking for land in 
1911, Ernest worked for Chris Zimmerman dur- 
ing the summer and at the McPherson sawmill 
wost of Bentley in the winter. 

He and Marie Zimmerman were married in 
4914 and worked as @ partner with her father. 
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Ernest and Marie carried on with the dairy herd 
of Shorthorns until they moved to the farm now 
‘owned by their son, Ernest, in 1941, and where 
they built a fine, new house, which is still a 
family home. 

Emest took an active interest in community 
affairs. He had a part in the organizing of the 
Wheat Pool elevator in Bentley and helped build 
the first Pentecostal church there. He and his 
wife have been active members over the years, 
with Ernest serving on the church board from 
the beginning and being made an honorary 
‘member until his death, Marie is the last living 
member of the original group. 

The Spychers had 6 children; Arnold who 
met with an accidental death while hunting 
gophers at the age of 18: Chris, who married 
Mabel Neal and now owns the Zimmerman land, 
They had 2 daughters, Ivy and Carol, and one 
son, Jack, who suffered a tragic death in north- 
erri B.C. as a young man. Godtrey married Ram- 
ona Anderson, but died suddenly of a heart 
attack, while still a young man, leaving four 
young children, Rodney, Audrey, Donna and 
Eddie for Ramona to raise. Ernest married Mar- 
garet Knoepfli and they have 5 children, Bruce, 
Glen, Susan, Jim and Wendy. Freda married Lon 
Gheseger, who also died suddenly of a heart 
attack and Freda was left with 3 small children, 
Barry, Dale and Wayne. She and her family now 
own the cottage built by her grandfather. June 
married Jim Macinroy and they live in Port Al- 
berni, B.C. They have 4 children, Debbie, Do- 
rald, Terry and Bradley. 

After Ernest Jr. returned from service in the 
‘army in the 2nd war, he lived with his parents on 
the farm which he now owns. A few years after 
his marriage, Mr. & Mrs. Spycher, Sr., retired to 
their home in Bentley, near their family, church 
and friends. Here they enjoyed many happy ye- 
ars, until Mr. Spycher's death. Mrs. Spycher still 
lives in her own home, taking an active part in 
the work of her church and her tamily and enjoy- 
ing visits from her old friends and neighbors. 
She has just returned from a trip to Nevada, 
where she helped her sister celebrate her 91st 
birthday. 








STEELE, JOHN HARVEY 
By Sidney Thompson 
John Steele was one of the earliest settlers 
in the Rainy Creek district, homesteading the 
N.E. 92-39-1-W5, later purchasing the S.W. 5- 


40-1-WS from the C.P.R, for three dollars per 
acre. On this quarter there was some open spa~ 
ces where good crops of hay could be harv- 
ested, The creek that crossed it hada very heavy 
growth of willows, and in winter built up a thick 
formation of ice, which sometimes never quite 
melted through the summer. He later added the 
N.W, 32-39-1-W5 to his farming operations. 

John and his brother, Ray, batched for sev- 
eral years, Then Ray settled on the S.W. 5-40-2. 
WS, which was six miles west of John’s farm 

John's sister, Nora, who had married a man 
also by the name of Steele, brought her two 
sons, Harold and Paul, to live at John’s. The 
boys attended the Carritt Schoo! for a time. Ha~ 
fold later took a mechanics course at S.A.1T.in 
Calgary. Paul continued his studies and ob- 
tained his teaching certificate, Harold returned 
to the farm and helped John with the farming. 
Paul enlisted in the army in the first World War 
and was badly wounded, He recovered enough 
so that he was able to continue teaching, al- 
though his wounded leg was never back to nor- 
mal 

During this time Nora taught in several area 
schools, one being Stephenson. She was there, 
rain or shine, warm or cold, according to one of 
her pupils. Later she went to the Hines Creek 
area where she taught a number of years and 
also owned a quarter of land. When she retired 
she came to live with her son, Harold, who 
‘owned the S.W. 22-40-1-W5, In an electric storm 
their house was struck by lightning and totally 
destroyed inthe fire that followed. After building 
a new home, Harold and his mother spent sev- 
eral happy yeers together. After his mother 
passed away he batched for some time before 
retiring to the Senior Citizens Lodge at Sylvan 
Lake. 

John Steele's mother used to come from 
Nebraska to spend part of the summer here. She 
would sometimes stay to help cook for 
threshers. | can remember my mother helping 
her cook for some twelve men in the one room 
house, size 12 x 18. 

(On April 16, 1990, John married Miss E.M. 
Banks of Edmonton. This marriage was not a 
success, He later got a housekeeper, Mrs, Lois 
Gibson from Bow Island, who stayed on until 
after his death and the estate sale. She then 
‘moved into Bentley with her son, Ken. 

In the early 1950's blood poisoning required 
John to have one leg amputated. He recovered 





quite well from this major operation, and with 
the use of crutches, was able to do some tractor 
I rented the land for several years and we 
had a very good relationship, 
In September, 1960, the old pioneer, who 
had been a good neighbor for many years, 
passed away, 


STEPHENSON, EARL BENJAMIN 
By Fred Stephenson 


Earl Benjamin Stephenson came to Alberta 
from Hall County, Nebraska, in 1900, along with 
his parents, Robert and Ida. They settled on a 
homestead west of Bentley on the east side of 
what is now known as Stephenson Hill. He went 
to school at the Stephenson Schoo! which was 
built in 1903, 

Elizabeth Young Jaffray emigrated from 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, in 1906 to the Loc! 
hart area to live with her brothers and sisters. 
Her parents had both died in Scotland, 

In 1914 Elizabeth and Earl were married, 
They had a farm on the south west quarter of the 
section where the Boyle School was located. In 
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the summer of 1927 Earl, Victor Johanson, and 
Leonard Bjornson built a house out of poplar 
logs that still stands today on Glen Ellsworth’s 
former property. 

Born to Earl and Elizabeth in Bentley were:- 
Edith in 1916; Eva in 1918; Fred in 1920 - John 
(Jack) in 1922; Effie in 1925; and Bonnie in 1927. 

Fred recalls taking off his running shoes 
and leaving them under awillow bush in orderto 
catch frogs. After hours of frog catching he was 
unable to remember or find that willow bush 
again. For this he received a whipping and.anew 
pair of shoes, (at a much later date). | wonder if 
Glen Ellsworth has ever found my shoes. 

In 1928 most everyone lost their land to the 
C.P.R. because of high C.P-R. payments and a 
few years of crop failure due to hail and drought 
In 1929 we, along with several other families, 
moved to the Peace River country to homestead 
Rumored at the time of leaving, were that game 
officers and police were after Earl and a few 
others for shooting game out of season, 

Earl and Elizabeth and the six children ho- 
mesteaded on a half section in the Montage- 
neuse Valley district, north of Hines Creek. 

The following children were born in the 
Montageneuse Valley: - Percy; Floyd; Mabel, 
Shirley, (deceased March, 1937); Esther; and 
Allen, (Joe) (deceased in March 1963). 

Earl passed away February 14, 1948 in Fair- 
view, and Elizabeth passed away November 26, 
1977, in Peace River. 

Fred and his wife, ida, returned to Bentley to 
live, in 1978, and have been kept busy since, 
building houses. 


STEPHENSON, GEORGE AND MABEL 
By Laurence and Clara Stephenson 


Robert and Ida Stephenson brought their 
family of 5 boys and 4 girls to the Bentley district 
from near Hastings, Nebraska, in the spring of 
1900. One daughter had died before they moved 
north. Robert and the § boys took out homes- 
eads in the Bentley district 

The oldest son, George Henry, was born 
August 31, 1878 at Quanita, Nebraska, and ho- 
mesteaded on the S.W. 16-40-1-5. 

On February 24, 1904, he married Mabel 
Gertrude Miles, the eldest daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Clem Miles, She was born on May 17, 1887 
at Marshfield, Wisconsin and moved to Bentley 
with her parents in the fall of 1899, settling on 2 














George and Mabel Stephenson - 1939 


homestead one-halt mile west of Bentley (where 
Dan Wecker now lives). 

‘George and Mabel built alog house on their 
homestead and it was in this house their only 
child, Laurence, was born November 25, 1906. 
In 1912 they built a new 2-storey house with 
lumber hauled from the McPherson sawmill 
west of Leedale and lumber enough to build a 
barn in 1916 was also boughtand the barnis till 
being used 

In the early days of their marriage, George 
gathered cream from the surrounding districts 
and hauled it to Lacombe by team and wagon. 





Barn under construction 0 


On the return trip he brought back groceries 
mostly flour - for the neighbors. 


In 1917 Mike Soper of Airdrie got George 
interested in buying and shipping cattle, which 
he continued to do until the mid-twenties, In 
1919-1924 they rented their farm and moved to 
Lacombe where he continued to buy cattle. 
‘They moved back to Bentley in 1924 and con- 
tinued to live on the farm until 1934, at which 
time their son took over the farm and they went 
to live at Chico, California and care for Mabel’s 
father, Clem Miles. They returned to Bentley in 
the spring of 1937. They resided with their son 
and family until 1988 and then to live with 
George's mother, Mrs. Ida Stephenson, where 
Mabel passed away May 6, 1939 and was bu- 
ried in Bentley, 





In 1941 George bought a house and moved 
it west of his homestead and lived there until the 
farm was sold to Fred Lenz. He then moved to 
Bentley and lived there until his death on De 
cember 26, 1962. He is also buried in B 





STEPHENSON, JOSEPH AND AMALIE 
By Alice Ellsworth 





Joseph (Joe) Stephenson was born O 
tober 12, 1888 in Hastings, Nebraska, leaving 
there in the early 1900's with his parents, Robert 
and Ida Stephenson, and his seven brothers and 
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sisters. Two more sisters were born after the 
family came to Alberta, 

The family travelled by train to Lacombe, 
Alberta, taking most of their belongings with 
them. After registering their farm at the office in 
Lacombe, they were glad to get settled in their 
home west of Bentley, and were among the first 
settlers to arrive in that area 

Joe took his schooling at the Stephenson 
school, which was named after his parents, He 
continued to operate the homestead after the 
death of his father, working with his brothers 
Until he married Amalie Vig 

The Vigs came to the Bentley area in July, 
1900 and were also among the first settlers. 
They travelled by train and brought their be- 
longings with them and settled on a homestead 
south-west of Bentley. Both Amalie’s parents 
were born in Norway and had settled in Kathe- 
rine, North Dakota. Mollie, at the age of 4, came 
with her parents, Casper and Annie Vig. to- 
gether with seven brothers and sisters, to Al- 
berta. Two mare brothers jwere born in Alberta 
Mollie, born November 2, 1896, took her schoo!- 
ing at Sunset Hill schoo! 

Both families had a lot of hard work helping 
on their parent's farms. After Mollie's parent 








Joe andl Mole Stephenson Wedding - 1916. 


485 


went back to the States to live in 1914, she and 
her sister Clara cooked and chored on the farm 
for the brothers until she married Joe Stephen 
son January 26, 1916. The weather at the time 
was 52 degrees below zero. 

During the first six years they lived in sev- 
eral places before moving on to a farm of their 
‘own six and one-half miles of Bentley, S.W. 27- 
40-2-5. After putting up a house and other build- 
ings, they moved into their home June 22, with 
their three children - four more being born later, 
Alice was born in 1916; Robert in 1919; Irene in 
1922; Bertha in 1924 (died in 1930); Violet in 
1926; Beatrice in 1928 and Roy in 1932, Irene 
started her nursing career in 1956 after working 
in various places. She was known for her plea- 
sant personality but became ill and was hospi- 
talized for many years before her death in 1978. 
The Stephenson children all attended Sunset 
Hill school 

In 1934 Joe hauled cream to Bentley -a day 
tong trip with the team. The. cream was later 
trucked to Lacombe Creamery. 

Joe and Mollie resided on their farm for the 
next 33 years. They had to break most of their 
land, which was done mostly by horses. They 
stayed on the farm until 1955 and then moved to 
Bentley. Joe passed away in 1962 at the age of 
73. Mollie continued to live in her home unti 
4973 and then, for health reasons, moved into 
the Bentley Westview Apartments, where she 
still lives, 

Alice married Clarence Ellsworth, They 
lived in Bentley and have children. Robert mar- 
fied Ethel Pederson and they also liven Bentley 
and have 5 children. Irene was married to John 
Anderson. Violet married Frank Read. They live 
in Wimborne and have 2 children. Beatrice is 
married to Fritz Wuth, lives in Pincher Creek and 
they have 2 children. Roy married O’Dell Degen- 
stein ang they live in Calgary and have 4 child- 

Roy Joseph Stephenson, youngest son of 
Joe and Mollie Stephenson, was born July 18, 
1932 in the Bentley hospital and took his school 
ing at Sunset Hill schoo! 

Roy and O'Dell Degenstein were married 
February 18, 1955 and they have 4 children: 
D’Arey working in Edmonton; Pamilia working 
in Red Deer; Derrick in Calgary and Cassie at 
home. 

Roy started at the age of sixteen to do sur- 
vey work, which led to engineer work for the 
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government, working mostly in Alberta but do- 
ing some engineer work in eastern Canada 
and U.S.A. They moved to Calgary in early 
1960's, where they have lived since, except for 
the time spent in Nova Scotia 

Alice, oldest daughter of Joe and Mollie 
Stephenson, was born December 5, 1916 in the 
Bentley area and took my schooling at Sunset 
Hill school. | married Clarence Ellsworth Febru 
ary 23, 1939 and my story is told in the Ellsworth 
story, found elsewhere in this book 

Beatrice worked in radio and T.V. until her 
marriage to Fritz Wuth from the Cold Lake area, 
In 1957. They lived in Ontario and B.C. and now 
reside in Pincher Creek. They have two sons; 
Farley, born in 1989.and now in his fourth year of 
Political Science at University in Calgary and 
Brett, born in 1963 and now taking grade twelve, 
Fritz is a Training Supervisor and Beatrice is a 
free-lance writer and nature artist. 





STEPHENSON, LAURENCE AND CLARA 
By Laurence Stephenson 


| was the only child born to George and 
Mabel Stephenson on their homestead, four 
miles south west of Bentley, which is now 
‘owned by the Fred Lenz family. My birthday was 
November 25, 1906. My schooling started at the 
Stephenson school, which was situated on the 
Uhlig farm, now owned by Ernest Holmen. Later 





| went to the Bentley school and finally to Li 
‘combe from 1919 to 1924, where my family was 
now living. My teachers at the Stephenson 
school were Miss McIntyre, Mr. Blakeney, Mrs, 
Nora Steele - a sister to Ray and John Steele - 
and Mrs. Jim Morison; Mrs, Austin at Rainy 
Creek and Mr. Fallis at Bentley. 

(On November 26, 1934, | married Clara Ells~ 
worth and we lived on Dad's homestead, where 
‘we ran a dairy, milking about twenty cowsonan 
average - most of them Holsteins. We delivered 
milk and cream to town by truck (an old cut- 
down touring car), cutter and Bennett Buggy. 
After we quit the milk route we shipped milk and 
cream until we moved to Nanton on May 26, 
1948, when we reduced the operation by ship- 
ping cream only. 

'At Nanton we bought a ranch from W.A, 
Crawford Frost, the well-known Hereford 
breeder, which was 14miles south-west of town 
‘on the edge of the Porcupine Hills. We are stil 
living there and our main interests are our 
horses and cattle. 

|, Clara (Toddy), Ellsworth, fourth in the 
family of eight children born to Fred and Minnie 
Ellsworth, was born October 9, 1915 0n the fam- 
ily farm north of Bentley. | took all my schooling 
at Chapel school and my first teacher was Hai 
nah Christenson. My last one was 2 neighbor 
lady, Nellie Craig. We didn't want to call her 

Mrs. Craig” and she didn’t want to be called 
‘Nellie so we always called her “Teacher” long 
after we had finished school. 

When the Chapel WL. Girl's Club was 
formed, | was chosen president and enjoyed 
many good times and friends through that or- 
ganization. Without the help of my faithful su- 
pervisors, Beryl Gunnell, Agnes Cummings and 
Nellie Craig, I would have found it quite a strug- 
gle. Through this organization | won acake de 
orating and color set for a cake I'd made, which 
started me on the way to one of my hobbies 
cake decorating on a small scale. 'started deco- 
rating cookies and expanded to birthday cakes 
for my children and later advanced to wedding 
and anniversary cakes for our daughter, nieces, 
nephews and neighbors. 

We were blessed with a daughter, Ethel, on 
March 5, 1937 and a son, Donald, born February 
5, 1940. Ethel was married to Bob Lang of Gra- 
num and they have 4 children; David, Wesley, 
Kathy and Curtis, David and his wife, the former 
Mary Rondeau, live at Dawson Creek and they 

































have a daughter, Joey. Our son, Donald, is still 
on the ranch with us. 

While at Bentley 1 belonged to the Rainy 
Creek Ladies Aid and the Golden Star Club. In 
Nanton | belong to the Nanton U.C.W., Golden 
Star Rebekah Lodge No. 9, Nanton Pioneers, 
Willow Creek Historical Society, Centennial 
Horse Club and Laurence and | enjoy old-time 
dances, 


STEPHENSON, ROBERT AND ETHEL 
By Robert Stephenson 





Robert Casper Stephenson, son of Joseph 
and Amalie Stephenson, was born March 8, 
1919 and was namied after his grandfathers, 
Robt. Stephenson and Casper Vig. He was born 
and raised in the Sunset Hill district and took his 
schooling from grades 1 to 8 at he school there, 
also doing the janitor work and building the 
fires, earning 10¢ a day. He finished school at 
the age of 14 and spent the next9 years at home 
helping with the mixed farm work, cutting wood 
in the winter for the cook stove and the airtight 
heater, cutting brush along the road allowances 
tohelp pay the taxes and stooking and threshing 
in the fall to pay the threshing bill. The pay at 
that time was $2.50 a day for man and team, 

Much time was spent in the winter months 
trapping weasels, coyotes and snaring rabbits 
that were sold to mink farmers at 5¢ each, 

Robert was a member of the cattle club 
‘competition in the years 1930-31-32, This was a 
dairy club and the leader was a man from Red 
Deer by the name of George McLaren. This was 
where Robert got his first Holstein milk cows 
which were later sold to Albert Hansen for 
$17.00 per cow, and he used the money to buy a 
‘wood sawing outfit- an old 4-80 Chev. motor on 
a frame, with a saw mounted on the back end, 
rode on a bobsleigh or a low-wheel wagon. It 
was moved from farm to farm with a team of 
horses and the charge was $1.00 per hour for 
man and outfit. This meant a lot of work as 
everyone heated their homes with wood in those 
days. 

He later purchased a 15-30 International 
tractor and did custom plowing and dragging 
dirt roads for the municipality 

In the spring of 1943 Robert purchased the 
N.E. 20-40-1-5 from his grandmother, Mrs. Ida 
Stephenson. This was the homestead bought in 
4900 and he was the third generation of Ste- 
phensons to operate the farm, He worked forhis 
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cousin, Laurence Stephenson, that spring and 
fall for the use of his machinery, to put in the 
crop and take it off. He bought a house in the 
town of Bentley that summer, put skids under it 
and, with the help of the Spycher boys and their 
'60", moved it out across the Blindman River to 
the farm, The house was 16 x 34. Five years later 
the house was sold to a Mr. Smith, who moved it 
back across the river and itis now the home of 
Mrs. Louise Holmen. 

Robert batched in the house until February 
10, 1944, at which time he married Ethel Peder- 
son, also of the Sunset district, Ethel was the 
daughter of Elmer and Ella Pederson. From that 
time until 1978 they ran a mixed farming opera- 
tion, having purchased the N.E. 20-40-1-5 from 
Robert's uncle, Walter Stephenson. They later 
went into Charolais breeding stock and enjoyed 
that until the farm and stock was sold to their 
son, David, in 1978. 

Robert bought hogs for the Bindman Valley 
Hog Pool during the years that Glen Wright was 
manager. 

‘The Stephensons raised a family of five 
children: Marilyn, born December 25, 1944, 
Keith, born December 8, 1946; Judy, born Oc- 
tober 6, 1950; David, born December 12, 1954 
and Wendy, born June , 1962. They ll got their 
‘education at the Bentley school. Marilyn mar- 
ried John Solomons. They live on an acreage 
just out of Rimbey and have three children, 
Ronda, Kurt and Blaine. John works for New 
Holland machinery and Marilyn has her own 
beauty parlor. Keith helped on the farm athome 
until he married Prudence Taylor of Edmonton. 
In 1971 they purchased the Melvin Vig farm 
south-west of Bentley, where they operate @ 
mixed farming operation. They have four child- 
ren: Travis, Tamara, Slade and Jana. Judy mar- 
ried Mel Wiley of Rimbey and they lived in 
Blackfalds and Red Deer until they separated 
Judy now lives in @ trailer in the trailer court at 
Bentley, works at Michener Centre in Red Deer 
and has two daughters, Jacqueline and Debbie. 
David also helped on the farm at home. He mar- 
ried Marlaine Smith in 1977 and then in January, 
1978 bought the home place, making the fourth 
generation of Stephensons, without a break. 
since the homestead was bought in 1900. David 
and Marlaine have a son, Kyle, and operate a 
mixed farm. Wendy, the youngest daughter, was 
married March, 1980 to Mike Evanyshyn. He 
works for Cactus Drilling as a driller and they 


























488 


make their home at the extra house at Rod Wi 
kins farm. 

Robert and Ethel moved to town in Febru 
ary, 1978 and at present Ethel works as a school 
custodian and Robert drives a school bus. They 
are the proud grandparents of ten grandchild- 
ren, and, hopefully, will have more 


STEPHENSON, ROBERT, SENIOR 
& FAMILIES 


Robert Stephenson was born in 1851, the 
youngest of nine children. He was raised and 
educated in Yorkshire, England. Then at the 
tender age of 18heand his two brothers sailed in 
2 vessel bound for the United States. He settled 
first in Canada where he farmed for a short pe- 
riod. He later moved to Now York and then to 
Michigan. He finally settled in Hall County, Ne- 
braska, in 1874, Here he took on 80 acres of 
excellent farm land. 

In 1878 he met and married Ida Zelut, a 
native of Michigan, who was born to George and 
‘Anna Zeluf. Robert and Ida had eight children. 
George, Elvin, Walter, Joe and Earl were the five 
sons, and Mary, Gladys, and Charlotte (who 
died at age 8), were the three daughters. 

In 1900 they sold their land and moved to 
Alberta, Canada, which they thought was anew 
and exciting country. They settled two and one- 
half miles west of the almost non-existing town 
of Bentley. Here two more children were born, 
Jessie and Laura 

Ida's brother, George Zeluf, also settled 
here, as a carpenter and blacksmith. It wasn’t 
Jong ‘till they had a comfortable, well built log 
house, where Grandma (Ida) Stephenson lived 
until her death in 1947. Robert Stephenson 
passed away in 1909, and his son, Elvin, known 
as "AI", died in 1911 

In the early days, Robert Stephenson broke 
land with a team of oxen and a pair of horses. 
They raised pigs as well as the cows which they 
milked. An old lumber wagon was used for their 
travel. This made the trip to Lacombe along one 
as they had to ford the Blindman River. Later, 
they bought a democrat, which was considered 
a great luxury at that time, 

George homesteaded a few miles from 
home on the S.W. 16-40-1-W5. Here he met and 
married Mabel Miles and they had one son, Law- 
rence. Walter also had a quarter section of land 
but he continued to live at home. He married 
Hazel Bigam and they had two sons, and @ 














daughter who died at eight months. They then 
adopted another baby girl 

‘Joe married Molly Vig and they lived west of 
Bentley on the John Vig farm, Later they moved 
and bought their own land. They had seven 
children of which five are still living 

Earl married Elizabeth Jaffray and they had 
twelve children, all but two of which are still 
living. They moved on to the Peace River. 

May married Alex Newton and they had one 
child. May died at childbirth. 

Gladys married John Whitesell. They lived 
in Edmonton and had one son. 

Jessie and Laura both married Bigam 
Brothers, Jessie and George Bigam had three 
children. Murray Bigam and Laura had five 
children, two of which are now deceased. 

The Stephenson School records showed a 
total of thirteen students in attendance in 1905. 
We are not sure just what year it was built. The 
teacher in 1905 was Kathleen Ritson. This 
school was listed in the North West Territories 
a district 0-640. Henry Munro was the new 
teacher in 1908. By December he hada class of 
29 pupils. Ida Stephenson always boarded the 
teachers, and there were many more to come. 
Later, the school was moved to a more central 
location. 

In the early days there was plenty of game to 
see; partridge, prairie chicken, and rabbits hop- 
ping all over the place. Often times the Indians 
used to come with their tents and teepees, and 
camp just across the road. They made snares to 
catch the rabbits, which were sot on the old 
school paths. They were a very friendly people, 
though, They would come into the house and 
play on the floor. When their camps became too 
messy it was time for the Indians to move on. 

The Stephensons have since scattered 
about but Joe's grandson, David, still lives on 
the old Stephenson homestead, Four years ago 
a Stephenson family reunion brought 135 Ste- 
phensons together, and the recent Oklahoma 
reunion had an attendance of 97 in 1980. 


‘STEVENSON, CHARLES HEBER 
‘By Gale Skjonsberg 

Herb Stevenson was born January 19, 1892, 

at Fredericton, N.B. He was the youngest of 
eleven children of William and Anna Stevenson. 
Herb’s great grandfather came to Canada 
from Paisley, Scotland in 1820 in search of anew 
and better life for himself and his family. He built 
the first Christian Church in New Glasgow, N.S. 





Herb came west to B.C. in 1912 with only 
$10.00 in his pocket. He worked in a planing mill 
for three years. Then he moved to Alberta in 
1915, buying a farm in the Lockhart district, 
which at that time was called Calkins Valley. He 
farmed there for awhile before moving back to 
B.C. where work was more available 

Herb enlisted in the armed forces and 
served in France for two years, where he was 
wounded. He was discharged in 1920 and 
moved back to his farm in Lockhart, where he 
farmed with his older brother, Wallace. 

(On February 5, 1930, Herb married Verna 
Raymond (nee Verna May Cox). Verna was the 
widow of George Raymond. Herb and Verna, 
with Verna’s three children, lived on the farm 
one mile west of Lockhart School. 

Verna's children were Clinton Elmo Ray- 
mond, (always called Pat), who was born Oct 
22, 1919; Vernon George Raymond, (sometimes 
called Mike) born July 9, 1921; and Norma Ruth 
Raymond, born Sept. 20, 1923, Herb became 
father to these three youngsters, who were later 
joined by three Stevenson children; Collin Ray- 
mond Stevenson, born March 13, 1951: Stanley 
Matvin Stevenson, (called Marvin), born Sept 








Herb and Verna Stevenson wedding day 





489 





Herb Stevenson - 80 years - 1972 
11, 1934; and Myrna Gale Stevenson, (called 
Galo), born Sept. 10, 1938. 

Pat martied Thelma Cole and farmedon the 
George Raymond farm at Forshee, which he 
later bought. They had two sons, ‘Barry and 
Lome. Pat died in 1962 and is buried in Bentley 
Cometery, 

Vernon married Ruth Simpson. They had 
two daughters, Collen (Moller), and Joanne 
(Berg). Vernon farmed with Herb fora few years, 
then bought the R, Steeves farm, where they 
moved. He also bought the Bob Jaffray farm, 

Notma married Ray Bushfield at Balzac, Al- 
berta, where they farm. They had two sons, Alan 
and Wayne. 

Marvin married Barbara Suggett. They had 
one son, Lane. They lived and farmed with Herb. 
{n 1960 Marvin died and is buried at Bentley. 

Gale married Leonard Skjonsberg. They 
have three daughters; Mona (Johnson), Lorie, 
and Linda. They live on a farm at Gilby, 

Verna passed away on July 1, 1959, and is 
buried at Bentley. 

Herb was very active in community affairs, 
serving on the schoo! board; the church board: 
and helping with the 4-H clubs in Rimbey and 
Bontley, 
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Herb sold the farm at Lockhart to Alfred 
Ranger in 1961 and moved to Bentley with Bar- 
bara and Lane, buying the Gordon Garries 
house. After Barbara married Laverne Ander- 
son, Herb bought the little house on the comer 
that was built by Helen and Joseph Solberg; 
where he lived the rest of his life. 

While living in Bentley Herb was a friend to 
everyone. He belonged to the Bentley Senior 
Citizens Group and spent a lot of time working 
in the cemetery. 

Herb's philosophy in life was to "Live one 
day ata time”, which was also his favorite song, 

Herb Stevenson passed away on March 25, 
4980, and was laid to rest in the Bentley Ceme- 
tery. 


STEWART, ROBERT FAMILY 
By Donald Stewart 


Robert Alexander Stewart was born at Ber: 
wick on Tweed, Scotland, on December 5, 1882. 
He came to Canada in 1905, going first to Cres- 
ton, B.C., where he worked in a lumber mill. He 
subsequently took a homestead near Winnifred 
in southern Alberta and later worked in the 
lumber business at Monarch, Medicine Hat and 
Portrieve, Saskatchewan. It was here that he met 
Catherine Grace O'Donaghue, the local schoo! 
teacher, whom he married in 1920. Miss O'Do- 
naghue was born in Antigonish, Nova Scotia on 
January 16, 1894, She went to Normal School 
for teacher training in Truro in 1912 and after 
several teaching assignments in Nova Scotia, 
came to Saskatchewan in 1917, 

Alter the wedding, Bob and Catherine Ste~ 
wart moved to Bentley, where Bob managed the 
Lumber Yard for the Atlas Lumber Company. 
Four children were born to the Stewarts. Mar- 
garet was born in 1921 and is now living in Cal- 
gary, having retired from teaching in 1979. 
Donald, born in 1922, is also now living in Cal- 
gary. He married Bernice Eshpeter in 1951 and 
they have six children; Patricia (married Len 
Cooper in 1977), Charles, Joseph, Thomas, 
James and John. Dennis was born in 1824 and 
lived in both Edmonton and Stony Plain, Al- 
berta, He married Irene Higgins in 1954 and they 
had five children; Dennis, Jane (married Vic 
Piche’in 1978), Catherine, Shauna and vill. He 
died in Stony Plain in October 1980. Kenneth, 
born in 1932, after the family had moved to I 
nisfail, is now living in Kingston, Ontario. He 











married Kathryn Quinn in 1963 and they have 
three children; Robert, Bill and lan. 

It is of interest to note that when Margaret 
was born there was no hospital in Bentley, so my 
mother went to Lacombe to the hospital there to 
have the baby, When Donald was born, there 
was still no hospital, so he was born in the Ste- 
wart home in Bentley. By the time Dennis ar- 
rived, a new hospital had been built and he was 
born there under the care of Dr. Henry. 

We remember well our Bentley house, 
which is no longer at the old location. It was 
located at the west end of the Bentley main 
street between Russel Garries’ establishment 
and the lumber yard. Across the street wasatire 
shop operated by Sandy Munroe and east of 
Munroe’s place was the cale and hotel 

(One of the things that we remember well 
was how every evening, the Evernden milk 
‘cows were driven down the main street from 
their pasture west of Bentley to the Evernden 
home on the northern edge of town. We can 
also remember numerous horse runaways, 
when a team would be spooked by something 
and come galloping down the main street. On 
more than one occasion | can remember our 
Dad hurrying us back to safety out of the path 
of these galloping horses. 

‘As young children, we can recall various 
baby sitters that we had, although the term 

‘baby sitter” was probably not used in those 

days. Some of these were: Marjorie Lorimer, 
subsequently Mrs. Meikle, Eva Williams, later 
Mrs, Clarence Hergott, and Dorothy Damron, 
later Mrs, Harold Hopkins. 

In 1924, my dad purchased a summer cot- 
tage at Brownlow’s Landing on Gull Lake, some 
three miles northeast of Bentley. We spent many 
happy days there and even after we moved from 
Bentley, we returned to the cottage every 
summer. In this way, we maintained contact 
with our many Bentley friends. 

Some of the friends and acquaintances that 
we remember best are: the Bill Pringle family ~ 
Bill managed alocal elevator; the George Brown 
family - George worked for the Bank of Mont- 
real; Ed Dyson, the local postmaster and his wife 
Ida; Lorne Craig, a farmer west of town, his wife 
Nellie and their family and the Jack Rae family, 
‘who also owned a farm west of town. My dad and 
Cappy (Frank) Thorp were also good friends, 
often exchanging books and quoting poetry to 
one another. 

All of the Stewart children remember at- 


tending the old red brick schoolhouse where 
Miss Kent taught the junior grades and Miss 
Lundberg, the higher grades, 

‘Another thing that we considered quite an 
outing was a trip to Rimbey on the train. We used 
to go once in a while to visit the dentist, since 
there was none in Bentley and although we 
dreaded the dentist, the fun and adventure of the 
trip always overcame the dread. Other things 
that appealed to us as small children were the 
visits to Gunn's ice cream and candy store and 
to Lulu Thorp’s bakery. | personally will always 
remember the delicious spice cake as well as the 
chocolate cake that she baked and sold, 

The family moved to Innisfail in 1931 and 
subsequently moved to Red Deer. Robert Ste~ 
wart died in Red Deer in 1959 at the age of 76. 
His wife Catherine died in Calgary.in 1979 at the 
age of 85 years. 








STONE, JOHN HENRY 
As told by Irene McLeod 


John Henry Stone, or Henry as he was com- 
monly known, came to the Rainy Creek district 
about 1903, from Nebraska. He came by train. 
accompanied by his cousin, Henry Peterson 
They got as far as Innisfail, where the horse they 
were bringing died. They were down totheir last 
thirty-five cents, Somehow they got to the home. 
of J.C. Carritt, where they lived in a very small 
house with sixteen other people. 

Dad, (John Henry Stone), filed on the S.€. 
32-39-1-W5 and soon got a log shack built on it. 
The land was heavily treed, and by dint of very 
hard work, with the help of Bright and Star, his 
team of oxen, he got the required number of 
acres cleared and broken 

Sometime in 1905 Minnie Owen, with her 
mother, came from Aberdeen, South Dakota, to 
visit her aunt, Mrs. Charlie Urich, and her cou- 
sin, Eva Austin. She never went back as she met 
and married Henry, my father, on May 10, 1908, 
at the Urich home. Dad did not know if he would 
have a log house to bring his bride to, asa fire 
was raging in the bush just south of his build- 
ings. However, some of the neighbors missed 
the wedding and saved his buildings, 

Mother was a city girl and conditions must 
have been very different on the homestead. 
However, with a lot of grit she won through, 
although she never was a robust woman. 

The oldest child, Emily Catherine, was born 
May 30, 1907, followed by aboy, Morris Charles, 
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Henry and Minnie Stone w 


diling doy + 1906 


on August 6, 1908, Vernette Elizabeth was born 
Nov. 1, 1911, while Louis Henry, who was always 
known as "Bud" was born February 19, 1913. | 
was the youngest, Irene Luella, and was born 
June 12, 1918. 

During the war years of 1914-18 crops were 
good and prices were high for that time. In 1917 
a new house was built, added to the piece that 
had been built soon after they were married. 
This replaced the old log house which was fal- 
ling down. it was a large house but was never 
finished during my parent's lifetime. It is still in 
use and Mrs. Wallace lives there now. 

At sometime through the years Dad bought 
the quarter to the south of hishomestead, which 
was a school quarter. He was a very hard worker 
and managed to clear and break a large amount 
of his land. It was all done with a grub hoe and 
axe, and with oxen and horses, and even mules, 
He was fond of his mules and | remember they 
were named Peggy and Jack, Ben and Jim. Ben 
had such long ears that they hit together when 
he shook his head. 

1918 saw very good crops and good prices 
but the ‘flu epidemic’ hit the country and Mother 
had all five of us kids, and Dad, down at once. 
For some reason she never took it. Dad was 
terribly sick, and in his delirium he hauled wheat 
up the Rainy Creek Hil, tipping over time after 
time. Help was hard to get and, on November 11 
Reverend Fawcett was there doing chores. He 
went around ringing her hand bell when peace 
was declared. Mother didn't care. She still had 
her own battle to fight. Gradually we all reco- 
vered but Dad was never well after that. He was 
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left with asthma which got progressively worse 
as time went on. 

(On July 8, 1927, disaster struck when acy- 
clone hit the farm, leaving it in ruins. The day 
had been hot and sultry and in the afternoon 
black clouds appeared in the west. It rapidly 
drew nearer, very black andmenacing. Finally at 
about 600 o'clock the clouds began to roll anda 
funnel shaped cloud appeared and the wind 
started to blow, As wo went to the cellar we 
‘could see the roof of the garage sailing off into 
the field, When the storm was over we emerged 
to find our place in shambles, All he windowsin, 
the south and west were smashed: one chimney 
was gone, and the ground was deep in hail the 
size of baseballs. Part of the barn roof was be- 
side the house and the rest of it was off its foun 
dations. The barn had several horses in it and | 
can still hear those horses screaming in terror. | 
will never forget the white faces of Frank and 
Ken Nelson as they climbed over the splintered 
and uprooted trees on the driveway, They ex- 
pected to find us all dead. This happened on a 
Friday night and by Sunday there was a stream 
Of visitors to see the damage. | thought it was 
lots of fun as | was only nine years old, but I don't 
imagine my parents thought it was so much fun. 

‘On Tuesday over forty men and women 
held a work bee to help put things back together. 
These were the times when your neighbors 
helped each other and shared your joys and 
sorrows. | remember the top of our touring car 
was sheared off and we droveit that way the rest 
of the summer. Our finances never recovered 
trom this blow and then two years later the de- 
pression was upon us and while we had plenty to 
eat, no one had any money. 

In 1936 tragedy struck when, on September 
20, Bud died of appendicitis. He had had it for 
years but for some reason he was never opet- 
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ated on until it was too late. Dad's health was 
‘completely gone by this time so Morris had to 
have hired men to help on the farm. 

In 1938 | married one of the hired men, 
Charlie McLeod, and we moved to Erskine, Al- 
berta, A couple of years later Emily married Bill 
Jones, a widower with one little girl and two 
older boys. They later adopted a boy. Vernette 
married Austin Stanley and they had three child- 
ren, and adopted two. Morris married Grace 
Warnie and they had two children. This mar- 
fiage ended in divorce and later he married 
Clara Murrette, who had one child. They later 
had twins, a boy and a girl. The boy was killed in 
‘a car accident when he was twenty-one. 

(Over the years | remember some good times 
to offset the bad ones. Mother and Dad were 
very active in the community, and especially the 
United Church, Mother was instrumental in 
starting the Ladies Aid, and the first meeting was 
held in her home, she becoming the first presi- 
dent, a position she held for many years. Since 
some of the women had to come several miles 
and bring small children, they came for dinner at 
noon, and had their meeting afterwards. This 
custom prevailed for many years, finally being 
dropped during the Second World War. Dad was 
‘one of the leading figuresin building the first log 
church, donating both logs and time towards its 
erection. He served on the board of stewards 
and was an elder for some years. Mother worked 
hard to help raise money to build the new 
church. Times have changed and now it is a 
community centre 

The school was built on ourland, sowe kids 
had never very far to go to school. In the winter, 
coasting down Fred Nelson's hill was our re~ 
creation, Bud had a very fast sled and was very 
proud of it, The Nelson kids had a heavy one 
‘which didn’t go very fast, but it sure held a lot of 
kids. They called it the Thunderboat 

Later a skating rink was built and many a 
hockey game was played against surrounding 
‘communities. We held skating parties there and 
hada lot of fun without spending any money. We 
would always bring sandwiches and cake and 
make coffee in a wash boiler. 

In the summer there were Sunday School 
and Ladies Aid picnics. Also the schoo! picnic at 
the end of June which everybody attended 
whether or not they had kids in school. | re= 
member the many freezers of homemade ice 
cream which were brought, each packed in ice 


and salt, with a sack on top to keep it frozen. 

Dad died in July, 1943, and Mother passed 
away the following February, worn out by hard 
work and nursing Dad, with his illness, 

Emily lost her husband twenty years ago 
‘and now lives in a Senior Citizen’s Unit at Faust, 
Alberta, Morris died in 1978. Vernette isa widow 
and lives in a Senior Citizen's home at Nakusp, 
B.C. 

| live with my husband near Rocky Moun- 
tain House on an acreage. We are alone as our 
nine children; eight daughters and one son, are 
either married or away working. 

| have many wonderful memories of my 
childhood years in Rainy Creek, Thore was a 
closeness among people which Is not found 
today. 


STRACHAN, JAMES C. & FAMILY 


James C. Strachan, with his wife, Jeanie, 
and four children; Annie, aged 15; James, Jr. 
aged 12; John, aged 10; and Alexander (Sandy), 
aged 7; came from Aberdeenshire, Scotland, to 
the Lockhart district, in June, 1912 

He worked in sawmills and on the railroad 
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until he purchased the S.E. 19-41-2-W5. He 
served as Postmaster at Lockhart for a number 
of years, He was also Sec, Treas of the Calkins 
Valley Schoo! District for a time, 

Although retiring and turning the farm over, 
to Sandy in the 1940's, he still remained on the 
farm until his passing in 1951 

Mrs. Strachan continued to live on the farm 
with Sandy, until his marriage to Mac (Greif) 
Herzer in 1954, when she retired to Rimbey, 
Alberta. She passed away in 1961 

‘Annie married William Dixon, and lived in 
Carbon, Alta. They had two boys and two girls. 
Annie passed away in 1960. 

James married Esther Kurzman. They had 
two girls. James passed away in 1976. 

John married Irene Greif, and farmed in the 
‘Symonds district. They had two children, John 
M. and Maxine. He retired to Rimbey in 1964 and 
passed away in 1966, 

Sandy took over the farm from his dad in 
1944. He married Mae (Greif) Herzer and they 
farmed there until they retired to Rimbey in 
1973. He passed away in 1978, 





SUGGETT FAMILY 


Mr. & Mrs. John Suggett, (Jack and Maud), 
with their young son, Cecil, aged six months, 
came to the Outlet district in 1903 from Stewart, 
Guthrie County, lowa. With them were Jack's 
parents, Mr. & Mrs, William Suggett, and also 
Mr. & Mrs. Mickey Saint. Jack had previously 
made the trip in 1902 and filed on a homestead 
south west of Rimbey. He also bought a Hudson 
Bay quarter, the N.W. 8-41-1-W5, and a quarter 
just east of what is now Bentley. They brought 
with them on the train, horses, wagon, and other 
settlers effects. 

A lean-to was built by A. Adams on the Hud- 
son Bay land and was ready for the family when 
they arrived. Jack broke land in the summers 
and in the winters the family went to the Crow's 
Nest Pass area, where Jack worked in the coal 
mines. Leona, their daughter, was born at Coal 
Creek, B.C. 

Cecil started school at Centreview Schoo! 
in 1908. The teacher was Miss Mary Cole, who 
later became Mrs. Jess Evernden, That same 
year the family moved to land purchased from 
AA. Adams, the W \:-3-41-1-W5, and Cecil 
moved to the Outlet School. The teacher was 
Miss Williams. Their house was built in 1902, 
land is still standing today. 














Cecil Suggett and his three boys and three girls - 1940 





Through the years a barn, house and hog 
house were built, plus various other buildings. 
In 1915 land was bought from 0.£. Putnam, the 
N.W.-34 and the N.E. 33-40-1-W5, A Rumely Oil 
Pull tractor and thresher was bought in 1925 but 
itwas not until 1930 that the tractor was used for 
field work. Wheat, oats and barley were grown, 
and hogs and cattle raised. Before the railroad 
‘came to Bentley in 1917, Jack, like many other 
farmers in those days, hauled grain to Lacombe 
in a triple wagon box, with extra sacks of grain 
piled on top to make a load. The road went 
across the south end of Gull Lake. The roads 
were very poor. 

In 1925 Mrs, Suggett invited all her neigh- 
bors for a noon day meal, She hoped to form a 





Threshing on 
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club for just such a social occasion. The Get 
Together Club was formed among the ladies 
and has been enjoyed on down through the ye- 
ars. Neighbors and generations have changed 
but the club is stil strong, helping at times in the 
district and town, 

Jack was very active in farm organizations 
and was an original member of the Alberta 
Wheat Pool, The Blind man Valley Co-op; the 
United Farmers of Alberta; and the Bentley Co- 
0p Store, 

In 1927 Cecil married Gertrude Scoular of 
Bentley. They first lived on the old Putnam place 
and then moved to the home place when Mr. & 
Mrs, Suggett, Sr., retired and moved into Ben- 
tley. Jack died in 1937 and Grandma Suggett in 
1956, 

During the early years a Dr. Evans had 
practice in Bentley, where he also operated 2 
drug store. Dr. Hynes of Lacombe was often 
called for emergencies. Later Miss Curtis had a 
small hospital in her home. In 1922 Dr. W.A, 
Henry came to Bentley and stayed for many 
years. He was responsible for the building of the 
original part of the present Bentley General 
Hospital. 

Cecil belonged to the various farm organi 
zations, andisafounding member of the Alberta 
Wheat Pool. Cecil had bought the late Philo 
Slaughter farm, the N.W.-4 and the S.W. 9-41-1- 
WS in 1963 the well known log house was taken 
down and new home built. Irvine Suggett took 
over the home place and farmed it for several 
years. Two other sons helped on the farm but 
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decided on other careers. Cecil and Gertie 
moved to Bentley in 1969 and built a house 
there. Later Irvine and his family also moved into 
Bentley and the farms were all sold. 

Cecil and Gertrude have a family of six. 
Irvine married Bernice Witherell of Bentley. 
‘They have a family of five, Dean married Donna 
Carlyle of the Durham district. They havea fam- 
lly of three. Margaret married Garth Doepel of 
Bentley and they have two children, all now live 
ing in Edmonton. Kathleen married Verne Wiese 
of the Lockhart district. They live at Alix and 
have a family of three. Barbara married Marvin 
Stevenson of Lockhart. They had one son. Mar- 
vin died in 1960, Later Barbara married Laverne 
Anderson of the Sunset district. They and their 
two sons live in Bentley. Barry married Peggy 
Tape of Edmonton. They have two daughters 
and the family live in Edmonton. 

Cecil and Gertrude have eighteen grand: 
children and eight great grandchildren, 


SUMMERS, CLAUD 


|, Claud Summers, was born on April 10, 
1902, in England. My parents, younger brother 
and sister, and | came to Canada in 1910. We 
settled in Calgary, where the three of us children 
went to school. I worked at several office jobs, 
until the urge for outside work caused me to ask 
for a job with the Atlas Lumber Company, 

This was in 1928 and | was sent o the Cross- 
field yard, Later that year | was transferred tothe 
Red Deer yard. 

While in Red Deer | met Edith Haise, an 
Alperta born girl, whose folks farmed land that is 
now part of the Penhold airport. We were mar: 
ried in September of 1929, Jim, our oldest son, 
was born a year later, and then we were trans 
ferred to the Bentley yard, arriving there in Jan- 
vary, 1931 

This was the beginning of the Depression 
Years and the start of the "Dirty Thirties". There 
was no snow whatever that winter. The sum- 
mertallowed fields were bare and dry and with 
the high winds, the fine black soil drifted, until 
at times we had to turn on lights in the day- 
time to see. The bottom fell out of the market 
and farm produce was worthless. Hogs sold 
for $1.50 per cwt. Barley was .25¢ and less. 
Cats were less than .10¢ per bushel. Nobody 
had any money. These conditions lasted only 
a few years and things finally got back to what 
is considered normal 
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Wedding picture of Claud and Edith Summers, Sep 
tember 14, 1929 


‘We were fortunate in having a paying job, 
and although business was very slow we got by 
okay. One thing that helped was cottage build- 
ing at Gull Lake. Doctors and lawyers from the 
city, who usually were able to afford long trips 
on their vacations, were also forced to econom- 
ize. Many decided to build lake cottages, and 
spend their holidays at the lake. Then oll was 
discovered in our area and this gave a decided 
boost to all business, and more especially the 
lumber business. From there on we had it made. 

ur second son, Kenneth, and our third 
son, Garry, were both born in Bentley. The three 
boys grew up here and went through their high 
school years here, Jim and Garry went on to 
University and Ken joined the staff of the Bank 
of Montreal. Jim is now an accountant in Red 
Deer. Ken is a vice-president of the Bank of 
Montreal and lives in Mississauga, Ontario. 
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Claud and Edith Summers, 1979 





Garry is a Director with the Provincial Depart- 
ment of Public Works, in Edmonton, The three 
boys are all married with families of their own. 
‘As well as managing the lumber yard, !took 
on the job as Secretary-Treasurer of the Oxtord 
School District in 1941 and stayed with it until 
the district was made part of the larger schoo! 
division. Then when Harold Hopkins moved to 
Lacombe to be Secretary-Treasurer of the 
newly formed Municipal District of Lacombe, | 
was asked to take on the job of Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Village of Bentley. At first | 
worked all three jobs in the small 12x 16 office of 
the lumber yard. Then the company decided to 
move the house up into the residential district 
and build anew modern lumber shed and store. 
This was much better and wehad plenty of room 
to work 
retired from the lumber yard in 1968, but 
carried on the village work until 1973, moving 
the office to the room in back of the barber shop. 
‘Anew Municipal Complex was builtin 1980, 
housing the Village office and Council 
‘Chamber, Senior Citizens Drop In Centre, Re- 
creation room for the older men, and anew Fire 
Hall. The administration has now become a full 
time position due to the expansion of the past 
few years 
Edith and I try to keep busy with community 
activities such as Chamber of Commerce and 
the Agricultural Society, and are both happy to 
be retired in our own home in Bentley 


SUNSET HILL DISTRICT, MEMORIES 
By Edwin Solberg 

I cannot give dates as to when some of the 
early settlers filed on their homesteads, but 
most of them | remember as before 1920 and 
others as late as 1940, 

My father, John Solberg, filed on the SE. 
22-40-2-5in 1903 or 1904, He builta framehouse 
and moved into it in November, 1904, carrying 
me as @ baby, and bringing a few belongings 
necessary to Cook and live. Later this land was 
sold to his son, Joseph, and his wife, Helen, who 
in turn sold it 

Anton Lee, a bachelor from Norway, ho- 
mesteaded the N.E. 22-40-2-5, building a frame 
house close to a lovely spring, buthenever lived 
init. My father bought this land and moved the 
house to his own land and added it to the house 
there. | can remember a log building along the 
east side of Anton's quarter, just south of the 
north spring, but | do not know whether or not 
anyone ever lived in it. It was burned when a 
spring fire covered this land. Anton lived with his 
brother, Alfred, who homesteaded the S.E. 34- 
40-2-5 and they both went back to Norway, 
about 1912. Gus and Julia Anston bought the 
Jand and lived there with their two children Clara 
and Ingvald Tingstad, who were not adopted but 
cared for by the Arnstons until they were grown. 
Gus passed away and Julia later married Gust 
Holmen. She is now widowed again and lives in 
Valleyview, Ingvald moved to Valleyview, mar- 
ried and farmed until his death 

Gust Lund filed and lived on S.E. 27-40-2-0, 
He was from Norway and was a bachelor. In 
1911 he moved to Sylvan Lake, to start a busi- 
ness in this new town and there married Nellie 
Tingstad and they later moved to Hay Lake. 

Victor Bjirgaard, another Norwegian 
bachelor filed on N.E. 27-40-2-5, built a home 
and lived there until 1911, when he also moved 
to Sylvan Lake and operated a butcher shop 
until his passing. He married a Hedemark girl 
from Blackfalds, While he lived on the homes- 
tead he had his sister, Mrs, Minnie Pearson, asa 
housekeeper. She had two children, Victor and 
‘Agnes, with her. 

Nels Paulson, a man from Denmark, filed on 
SW, 27-40-2-5 built a shack there and later 
‘moved to Sylvan Lake in 1911, toruna business. 
| don't believe he married and don't know what 
became of him. When Mrs. Norah Steele was 
teaching at Sunset school in 1913, she and her 














































son, Paul, lived in Nels Paulson's abandoned 
shack. Joe Stephenson acquired the land. 

In 1911 these three homesteaders took 
mortgages on their homesteads to finance their 
business ventures but Victor was the only one 
who was able to pay and keep his, 

There was a family by the name of West who 
rented Victor's land for a couple of years. Mr. 
West was a widower with three children, Ernest, 
Irene and Alice. Ernest married in Hines Creek. 
where he still farms. Irene married Leonard 
Bjornson, who homesteaded S.W. 2-40-2-5 and 
lived there for a while before moving to Hines 
Creek to homestead. Leonard has passed away 
but Irene still lives there. Alice married Gilmour 
Anderson and they homesteaded at Hoadley but 
are both gone now. 

In 1911 there was a chance to'go into busi- 
ness in the new town of Sylvan Lake and my 
father was tempted to get a loan on his homes 
tead and try it but Mother's father, Casper Vig, 
talked them out of this notion, so they lived on 
the homestead until 1944, 

Anton Lillevik filed on S.W. 23-40-2-5, built 
a house from lumber and a barn with the biggest. 
logs I had ever seen used in a building. He lived 
there fora while with his family and then moved 
away. Ben Jaster, with his wife and family, lived 
on this farm for some years. | remember his son, 
Laverne, with whom | played a lot. He spoke 
English and | spoke Norwegian but we got along 
fine. Ben Jaster took a homestead on the north 
end of this township and lived there until he 
retired, John Ree bought the Lillevik land and he 
took down the log barn and sawed the logs into 
lumber. 

‘An Italian family, John Gnora, his wite and 
son, Simon, filed and bullt a house of the S.E. 
28-40-2-5. They were hard workers, good hon- 
est neighbors but did not mix very much with the 
early homesteaders, as they were very busy. He 
built a barn right through a small hill. had an 
earth roof and entrances at both ends, They 
took two Italian children, Lydia and Etalo Ca- 
trans, who attended Sunset school. Old Jon 
Gnora used to climb part way up Sunset Hill 
part of which was on his land, andhe hada place 
up there where he would sit and look across his 
home to the hills beyond and what he pondered 
there was his own secret. Perhaps he was lone- 
some for Italy or just pondered over his own 
thoughts. The Gnoras had a sale and moved to 
South America. Joe Gittins, a returned soldier 
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from world war one bought this land with Sold- 
ier Settlement Grant, sent to Montreal for his 
lady friend, married and raised a fine family. 

‘Joe Parmentier acquired the N.W.22-40-2-5 
and with his wife, Josephine, and only son, Eu- 
gene, made a successful farm. Josephine died 
about 1910 and Joe some years later, after leas- 
ing the farm and everything to Eugene. He 
farmed for many years, married Mary Wine and 
had two children. Alox Newton had this land for 
a few years before selling to George Dawson. 

‘A.J. Anderson filed on the S.W. 22-40-2-5in 
the first decade and brought up a big family. 
This land was passed on to Gordon Anderson 
after his father’s death and this is one of the very 
few homesteads still farmed by the same family. 

George Petry, with his daughter, Letitia, 
lived on the N.E. 16-40-2-5 and Letitia took her 
early schooling at Sunset school. Martin and 
Jennie Skjonsberg had this land after George 
passed away. 

S.W. 16-40-2-5 was homesteaded by 
Johnny Farr, who lived with his parents on the 
NW, 10-40-2-5, Johnny also had the N.E. 15-40- 
265, 

Emil Wester had S.W. 16-40-2-5, He married 
Hulda Johanson and they moved to Sylvan 
Lake, where he passed away and where Hulda 
still lives. 

Erik Johanson, a Finnish minister, with his 
family were the first settlers on the S.E. 17-40-2- 
5 








Eric Solberg filed on the N.E.9-40-2-5 and 
moved in with his family from Sisston, South 
Dakota. He sold out to his son, John in 1921, 
who later sold to Harry Solberg. This is one of 
the original lands farmed by the same family. 

Christ Odberg, single, and from Norway 
filed on N.W. 9 in the early 1900's. He married a 
widow with one daughter but themarriage didn't 
last. He later sold his farm, moved to Red Deer 
and passed away in 1980, 

Frank Johnson, from Sweden, filed on the 
‘S.W. 9 and lived there until his death. He was 
road boss for many years, 

Fred and Frank Peachey, two English broth- 
ers, lived on the S.E. 33-40-1-5 until 1919 and 
then moved to B.C. | remember Frank had a bald 
growth on his temple. They bought a right-hand 
drive Ford - new - to drive to B.C. where at that 
time the road laws were the same as in Great 
Britain, 

John and Louise Hoimen lived on S.W. 34 
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40-2-5 and raised their family there. This land 
was very hilly, so they milked a lot of cows. 

Casper Vig moved in 1901 to the S.W. 14-40- 
2-5, coming from North Dakota, He had a big 
family who helped with farming, sawing lumber. 
grinding grain and blacksmithing. large frame 
barn 48 x 72 was built and a well putin it. Itwas 
‘operated by a windmill mounted on top of the 
barn. Casper ran a store in his home for the 
convenience of the early settlers. 

‘Oscar Vig had the S.E. 14, built a house and 
raised his family there. His dad had a return-flue 
steam engine, which powered his threshing ma- 
chine, feed grinder and sawmill. Oscar and John. 
Vig had a Port Huron steam engine and thresher 
soon after 1910. 

John Vig homesteaded the N.E. 14, Hemar- 
ried Alma Johnson and they had two boys be- 
fore she passed away. John rented out the land. 
enlisted in the army in the first world war and 
was killed overseas. The boys, Clarence and 
Melvin, were raised by their grandparents, Mr. & 
Mrs, Martin Johnson. 

| remember Brady Palmer who had the N.W. 
24, He sold to Mr. Haarstad and moved to Ben- 
tley where he operated a pool room for many 
years. His son, Ervie, was a good ball player and 
ran a barbershop in town. 

The Olsen family lived on the N's of the S.W. 
24, Mrs. Olsen married Olger Johnson, who was 
2 great hunter and a good horseman. 

Albert Winters was also an early settler on 
the N.W. 27. He was from Germany and was very 
reserved. | remember him coming with a Ger- 
man newspaper telling of the sinking of the TI- 
tanic. Dad was working in Calgary at the time, 
unloading coal cars and Gust Lund helped us 
with the chores. This land now belongs to Seima 
Borgeson, Haakon having bought it from Clar- 
ence Ellsworth, who farmed it. 

Ted Wiffen, an English bachelor, had the 
N.W. 20. He eventually married a maill order wife, 
milked lots of Jersey cows and later sold out and 
moved to a town in south-eastern Alberta 

Sidney Brooke lived on the S.W. 20. He was 
an English bachelor anda carpenter. He married 
a lady from B.C. and they also milked many 
Jersey cows. These cows were acquired by Ted 
and Sidney from a settler from B.C., Mr. LJ 
Nicholson. He and his family lived on the N.W. 
24-40-3-5 but sold out and moved back to'B.C. 

Ihave to mention Peter Christiansen and 
family who lived on the NW. 12-40-2-8, Their 
land was level, which I liked, as my home land 














was hilly. Pete, as he was known, had a large 
family who was taught to help athhome and at the 
neighbors. | especially remember his grain 
grinding outfit, It was a horse-powered grinder, 
taking a long time to grind a load. Pete heiped 
with the Lutheran church and his children hada 
Christian upbringing. 

Hans Skjonsberg and family lived on the 
N.E. 12. He helped to build log buildings and 
also helped with church work. The first turkeys | 
ever saw were at their farm. | remember Oscar 
Lubeck on a motorcycle and Julius Johnson on 
a saddle horse, having a race from Christian 
sens to Skjonsbergs and the horse won. 

The first wedding | can remember was 
about 1912, when Charles Urich married Mary 
Henderson, school teacher, It was held on the 
lawn at the Martin Johnson home and it was in 
the summertime as Mary carried a huge bouquet 
of wild roses ang | couldn't understand why she 
wasn't affected by the thorns, Another thing that 
was very curious to me was a gramophone 
owned by John Hilstad, which had a huge horn 
and played disc records, with the singing in Nor- 
wegian, That was the first music | everheard that 
did not come from a violin or organ. Also John 
Hilstad had a contraption where he covered 
himself and the machine witha black cloth. | was 
told he made pictures with this. Charles Urich 
had a huge (to me at least) gasoline-burning 
single cylinder engine, pulled by horses from 
farm to farm to grind feed. 

Another engine I can remember was owned 
by Jack Anderson. This was an upright steam 
boiler, which developed seven horsepower for 
grinding. Martin Johnson operated his water 
pump with a horsepower contraption, using one 
horse. Casper Vig built a water wheel, but it did 
not operate as he didn’t have enough water 

‘Another original settler who should be men- 
tioned was Wm. Baillie, who lived close to the 
Horseshoe ponds. Mr. & Mrs. Baillie had two 
daughters. Ivy married John Neal and her 
younger sister, Gwen, went to Sunset school 
Mr. Baillie served on the school board at ane 
time and he was a very humorous man. 

| have left out many details of present 
owners as these comments refer to 1930 and 
before. Now, many new modern homes with in- 
door facilities have been built. The crooked, cor- 
duroyed, mud roads around hills and sloughs 
are replaced by good gravel and paved roads. 
‘The phones which were installed in 1913-1915 








are underground, Calgary Power is enjoyed e 
erywhere and natural gas and propane are used 
for cooking and heating the homes, 

These old pioneers who lived and laughed 
at hardships, sickness, death and tribulations 
deserve our deepest respect and glory. Let us 
‘not forget what they went through for us to en- 
joy these good times, 





SURRATT, WILLIAM AND LULU 
By Donald Suratt 


My dad William (known to all as Bill) came 
to Alberta and the Rainy Creek district in 1912. 
He came from lowa to marry Lulu Maude 
Burger, who, with her parents Sam and Fanny 
Burger, had come to this district in 1911. Bill and 
Lulu were married in 1912 and returned to Wa- 
terloo, lowa, where they farmed for three years. | 
‘was born while they were living there. They re- 
turned to the Rainy Creek district in 1915 and 
settled on the Shirkey farm with the Sam 
Burgers. It was here my sister, Fern, was born. 

In the spring of 1916 we moved to the Char- 
lie Urich farm and | started school at the Ste- 
phenson school. We stayed on the farm until the 
spring of 1920. While there Dad bought his first 
car, a 1917 Chev. We then moved to the George 
Stephenson place in the spring and lived there 
until 1923. That land is now owned by the Lenz 
family. 

We moved to the Renschier farm in 1923, 
S.E. 10-40-1-5, which was south of Bentley and 
Fern and | went to school there with Mrs, Ells as 
teacher. We lived on and farmed this land for a 
total of forty-four years, and | continued on the 
farm after the death of my dad, At that time, 
Mother moved off theifarm and later married an 
old family friend, Rev. LM. McCune. Mother died 
in April 1961 

Dad helped with the digging of the base- 
ment of the Bentley Community hall, which in 
early years housed the well-loved Chautauqua. 
He also helped when the present bridge was put 
over the river by the Hopkins farm. Dad was an 
original signee for the Blindman Valley Associa- 
tion and a director for the Central Alberta Dairy 
Pool and was still in that position at the time of 
his sudden passing in July, 1946. He was also a 
member of the Alberta Wheat Pool. 

in 1942 | married Ella Werth of Calgary and 
wo lived on the home place and farmed it until 
1967, when we sold to Fred Peterson, 

Fern was also married in 1942 to Gordon 
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Matthias, who was teaching school in Bentley at 
the time they met and he later taught for twenty- 
five years at the Rimbey High School, being 
principal for a good many years. They are now 
retired in B.C. 

Ella and | had one son, Bill, (named for his, 
grandad). He is married and living with his wife 
and daughter in Abbotsford, B.C. We took avery 
active part in all aspects of the community and 
farm programs, We had our own dance orches- 
tra "Bentley Imperials” and later Ella had the 
well-known “kitchen Band" or “Musical Moth- 
ers as they were sometimes called. Elia was 
very involved with the United Church, being or- 
ganist there for many years and up until the time 
we left Bentley and moved to Victoria, B.C. in the 
spring of 1971, where we are still living, 


SWANSON, BLANCHE AND FAMILY 
By Betty Cole 


Mother was born Blanche Henderson in Au- 
gust, 1897, in Kingsville, Ontario, She moved 
with’ her parents, brothers and sisters to the 
Okotoks, Alberta, district in March, 1802. While 
‘coming west on the train, Mom came down with 
scarlet fever, which resulted in mastoids and her 
complete loss of hearing, She received all her 
formal education in the Panima and Okotoks 
public schools, where she was the only deaf 
child. She was alwaysan avid readerand kept up 
on what was going by reading numerous news- 
papers and magazines, She was always inter: 
ested in handicrafts and plants. Her older 
brothers and sisters learned the double-hand 
alphabet and taught it to Mom when she was a 
litte girl andit wasn't until she met our dad that 
she learned to talk on one hand. She also read 
lips and spoke quite well 

She married Alexander D. (Sandy) Swan- 
son, who was a graduate of the Gallaudet Col- 
lege, Washington, D.C., in June, 1926. Dad's 
parents were homesteaders in the Spruceville 
istrict, west of Lacombe. As the lease on San- 
y's own property in the Spruceville area would 
not be up for two years, they renteda farmin the 
Lakeside district and their first son, Ronald, was 
born in July 1927. In March, 1929, they moved to 
Sandy's farm, one and a half miles south of 
Spruceville school. Gordon arrived in July of 
that year, Betty in May, 1931 and Bill in No- 
vember, 1934, 

Dad passed away in April, 1943, after a 
lengthy illness and as farm help was nearly im- 
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possible to get during those World War UI days, 
Wwe were compelled to sell the farm. Mother 
wanted us all to get a high school education so 
proximity to a school was an important factor in 
choosing another farm. After much searching, 
Mom decided to buy the Evernden farm at Ben- 
tley, which had been owned formerly by CF. 
Damron, and we moved there in July, 1943. The 
old house, built by Mr. Damron before 1920, is 
still being lived in. 

The following years were a struggle finan- 
clally, with us all trying to help make a living 
from our quarter section, without much in the 
line of machinery to work with. We did purchase 
fa quarter section of land north east of Bentley 
‘but it was mostly bush. The boys got afew acres 
cleared and had a dandy crop coming on but it 
got hailed. We eventually sold that quarter to 
Buss Farrell. It was often due to the kindness of 
the local merchants in extending credit that we 
managed to get by. Mother always kept faith and 
would say “Something will turn up” and it al- 
ways did. Through the years several parcels of 
land from the home quarter were sold and are 
now occupied by the Senior Citizen's Apart- 
ments, curling rink, hockey arena and ball dia- 
mond. 

1 can remember many winter evenings and 
‘Sunday afternoons when our house would be 
full of young people and we'd play games, cards 
‘or dance and “sing” (if you could call it that) to 
“Pete's” (Betty Peterson) piano playing or the 
‘old gramaphone. Mom was always happy to 
have our friends there and when asked, would 
just laugh and say “The noise doesn’t bother 

Ron was the first of the family to get mar- 
ried. He married Morris Holmen's daughter, 
Fern. They had two children - Karen, now in 
Toronto and Brian, who is married, has one son. 
and lives in Ft, Nelson, B.C. Ron and Fern were 
divorced and Ron later remarried and also lives 
in Ft. Nelson. He has done numerous things 
which include guiding, lumbering, working for 
oil companies and farming 

In the early 1950's, Gordon gave up farming 
and went to work for LA.C. (now Continental 
Bank). He married Cecile Roy, R.N., and they 
have three sons and a daughter. Gordon still 
works with Continental Bank and they live in 
Lethbridge, Alberta 

Betty taught schoo! in Blackie for three ye- 
ars and two years in Okotoks - back to the same 





location where Mom attended school - married 
Ernie Cole, a farmer in the Okotoks district and 
they have two sons, one daughter and a grand- 
daughter. 

Bill, the studious one, worked for Imperial 
lil, then attended U of A. where he received his 
Masters degree in Metalurgical Engineering. He 
later returned to University and took dentistry. 
He married Arlene Muraca (B.Sc. in nursing) of 
Wetaskiwin and they have a son anda daughter. 
Bill studied Orthodontics at the University of 
Washington in Seattle and is now a practising 
orthodontist in Edmonton. 

When Gordon left the farm, Mom rented the 
land to Dan Wecker, who farmed it up until it was 
sold in 1979. In 1970, Mom sold the house and 
grounds to Dr. McKendrick and in November of 
that year she moved to an apartment in Calgary. 
We all worried about her moving to the city as 
she had always lived ora farm, butshe adjusted 
very well and soon made many friends. She 
missed her garden but soon had her patio co- 
vered with boxes of flowers, which bloomed 
abundantly. 

Due to ill health, Mom spent most of the 
winter of 1979 in and out of hospital, Then in 
June she gave up her apartment and moved to 
Trinity Lodge, also in Calgary. She passed away 
December 31, 1979 and, as was her wish, is 
buried in the Okotoks cemetery with other 
members of the Henderson family. 

‘We all miss Mom. She was a brave person 
with a keen sense of humor and a happy and 
forward outlook on life. 


SWEETMAN, WILLIAM (BILL) & MARGARET 
(MAGGIE) 
By Ken and Ruth Sweetman 


William (Bill) Sweetman of Irish descent 
was born in Cobourg, Ontario, one of afamily of 
seven, in the year 1861, He was proud to say he 
‘commenced working on the railroad, for pay, at 
the age of five. His work then was to patrol the 
railroad tracks and chase away cattle. Later, asa 
grown man, he was still working on the railroad 
constructing the Kingston section. While work: 

ing at Kingston he met Margaret Ward. Margaret 
was born in Kingston in 1866. She was one of a 
family of eight and a skilled seamstress, The two 
fell in love and were married in 1899. They de- 
cided to go west and calling this their honey- 
moon moved to Trail, B.C. Here Bill worked in 
the smelter and soon was earning $4.00 a day 











Mr. & Mrs. We, Sweetmen, Aileen age 9, Ken age 13, 
niece Marguerite Ward age 5. Taker in Trail, B.C. just 
before coming to Alberta in 1913. 





which was a high wage at that time. Unfortu 
nately, the smelter gradually damaged Bill’s 
health and realizing this they decided to go 
farming in Alberta. For the next three years Bill 
worked every day, including Sundays, to make 
enough money to buy a farm. Margaret's 
brother, George Ward, was already the owner of 
a farm in Outlet district, north of Bentley, so they 
decided to go there. In 1913, with their two child- 
ren, Kenneth, age 13, and Aileen, age 9, they 
moved in with George Ward, a widower with a 
five year old daughter, Marguerite, Margaret in- 
sisted that any land they bought must, for the 
children’s sake, be close to a school. With this 
in mind, Bill bought a quarter section from Al- 
lie Shirtctiffe for $10.00 an acre, right across 
from Outlet School which had been recently 
built. As soon as possible he arranged for 
Henry Pico to build a house and the family 
moved in before winter set in. They took moth- 
erless Marguerite to live with them and 
brought her up as their own. Unfortunately, 
Marguerite, a lovely well liked girl contracted 
T.B. and died at the age of 21 in 1929. She is 
buried in Calgary. 

Dad Sweetman and Ken cleared the land 
and farmed successfully, Ken - as true of pio- 
rneer's sons in those days doing a man’s work at 
the age of 13. The work was hard but looking 
back on it they say they enjoyed it and would do 
it again 

Transportation was a lumber wagon fol- 
lowed by a Democrat in summer and alittle red 
cutter in winter. The first car, an Overland Four, 
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was bought in 1921, Dad Sweetman and Mar- 
garet never learned to drive it 

Ken took mechanics in Calgary Technical 
‘School for three successive winters, 1924, 1925 
and 1926, and enjoyed the school and the 
change to city life. Aileen attended Canadian 
Union College in Lacombe and took business 
training in Edmonton. She worked at various 
places in the States and B.C. Her first husband 
was Frank Storey and they had one child 
which, sadly, died in infancy. 

‘The damage done to Dad Sweetman's 
health in the Trail smelter was never overcome 
and led to his death in 1934 at the age of 73. Ken 
then took over the farm, 

In 1997, Margaret Sweetman and daughter 
Aileen decided to go back to Ontario to old 
friends and relatives. They made their home in 
Belleville and Margaret died there January 25, 
11945, at the age of 79. 

Bill and Margaret are both buried in Bentley 
cemetery. 

‘They are remembered as good neighbours 
and good farmers and anyone needing help 
could call on them atany time, They enteredinto 
all community activities and Margaret was one 
Of the first members of the "Get Together Club” 


Ailgen stayed in Ontario, met a fascinating 
man and became Mrs. Ken Loucks. She had 
learned sewing from her mother and became 
head seamstress in the Belleville Hospital where 
she worked until retirement. Most of that time 
she was President of the Hospital Worker's Un- 
Jon, Her husband died October 5, 1976. Aileen, 
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at present, at the age of 76, is in a nursing home 
n Belleville, Ontario. 

Ruth (Craig) Sweetman was born in a log 
house in 1908 in Chapel District. The log house 
‘was built by her father, John Craig, in 1899. 
When Ruth was four the family moved to Ver: 
mont staying there four years and coming back 
in 1917, She received her schooling in Vermont, 
Chapel School, Rimbey High School and Cam. 
rose. She took teacher training and taught in 
Antler Hill, Penhold, Grangedale Schoo! near 
Wainwright, Outlet near Bentley, Fuliview near 
Hardisty, Sunset near Bentley, four years in 
Eckville and nineteen in Bentley. 
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+, Ken Sweetman, Bil Sweet 
seman, Norman Read 


While teaching at Outlet and boarding with 
Sophie Castleman she met Ken Sweetman, 

The two were married in 1937 and farmed 
the Sweetman farm, 

They brought up three children, Stanley, 
born 1941, Kaye, born 1943, and Alan, born 
1945. Leslie Jean, a baby gitl, died in infancy 
in 1943 and is buried in the Bentley cemetery. 

‘At present, Ken and Ruth are retired and 
living in Lacombe. Stan is specializing in raising 
Appaloosa horses on the farm. He has two sons, 
Scott, born in 1966 and Glen, born in 1963. Kay 
is married to Rod Platt of Rimbey. They live in 
Calgary where Rod is a facility analyst in the oil 








Ken Sweetman and George Bal 
1933, 


industry and they have two children, Ojay, born 
in 1972 and Natasha, born in 1976. Alan has two 
trades, plumber and electrician and at presents 
working in Red Deer. Asyet, he isa bachelorand 
living in his mobile home, which is situated on 
the Ward quarter near the old house built by 
George Ward 


SZASZ, LOUIS AND JEAN 
By Jean Szasz 

Louis Szasz was born of Hungarian parents 
in December, 1903, in Transylvania, which be- 
came part of Romania after the war of 1914-18. 
He immigrated to Canada in March, 1928, after 
his release from the army. He came to Calgary 
where he worked on the railroad being built to 
Banff. The winter of 1928-29 he went to Montreal 
to stay with an uncle and worked building sew- 
fers. In the spring of 1929 he came back to Cal- 
gary and worked as a hotel waiter until going to 
a farm at Acadia Valley. He worked there for five 
years and the children taught him to speak Eng- 
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lish. He enjoyed them as they didn't laugh at his 
earning English. In 1935 he answered anadina 
newspaper and came to Bentley to work as @ 
sheepman for Rupert Huistel, who farmed 880 
acres three and a half miles south of town. 

In July, 1997, | left Shaunavon, Sask..to find 
work in Calgary, which I did. In the fall |came to 
spend some time with Mr. & Mrs. Chris Zimmer- 
man, who was my mother's cousin. My brother, 
Charlie McNaught, was working with Louie for 
Mr. Huistel and they needed help to cook for 
threshers so I agreed to help and that is how | 
met my future husband. After harvest | went 
back to Calgary for the winteras my mother was 
then living there. | returned to Bentley in March, 
1938, to work for Louie this time as he had 
rented the farm, and we were married in June, 
1038, 

Rupert Huistel moved to Brooks, Alberta, 
where he had a cheese factory and later opened 
a vegetable cannery, 

In November, 1938, we had a bad fire and 
lost the large cattle barn, as well as two small 
horse barns. There was no firefighting equip- 
ment available, as there is today, and we had no 
telephone so when the neighbors saw the fire 
they came with buckets and saved the house by 
passing water to the roof in those buckets. 

This first winter Louie and fed 2,200 lambs. 
The two hired men looked after the horses, 
feeder caltle and hogs, milked 25 cows and so- 
arated the milk by hand, and then carried the 
skim milk to the pigs. 

I did the cooking, washing and mending for 
all the extra men, who lived in the house as part 
of the family. The carpenters put up thenew cow 
arn in about six weeks and | cooked for them 
too. It was a beautiful fall. We did not have a 
telephone until 1941 and no electricity untit 
1946, when we moved to our own farm. 

We bought a section of land from Mrs. Lu- 
cille Lansdell, a mile south of Bentley, which 
was known as the Chowen farm, We left our 
sheep behind when we moved so Louie, with the 
help of Domy Nagy and Gay Lorency, had no 
more shearing to do. We also raised sheep for 
Mr. Huistel while we were renting his farm. 

We had four small children while living on 
the rented farm and another child after we 
moved to our own place. Here there were no 
more lamps and lanterns to take care of and we 
milked only a few cows as we started raising 
purebred Yorkshire hogs and had two produc- 
tion sales. We bought a few registered Hereford 











Louis S2ase being lifted on to his Calga 
pion Hereford Bull by Chester Gideon and Gerald Wilson 





cows and a bull and from these we raised a bull 
which turned out to be the Grand Champion at 
the 1957 Calgary Bull Sale. For many years we 
raised horses and sold them every spring at the 
Lacombe Horse Sale. 

In his spare time Louie was an ardent fisher- 
man and was a charter member of the Elks 
Lodge, We both curled in the winter. 

We are one of the founding members of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic church, which 
was built in 1946, after holding services in the 
homes and the Bentley railroad station waiting 
room. 

In 1966 Louie's mother, aged 84 years, came 
ut to visit from Romania, ashe was the only one 
of his family not living there. She stayed for five 
months and had a lot of “firsts” in her life, such 
as turning on the water taps, light switches, 
watching T.V., riding in the car and, of course, 
her only airplane ride, Snehad her 85th birthday 
here so had her first birthday cake. She was a 
guest at Marilyn and Edgar's wedding, which 
Was quite different than weddings in Romania. 

While we lived on the rented farm there was 
a small building beside the house, called the ice 
house, which served as a refrigerator in the 
summer. In winter the men hauled blocks of ice 
about 2' x 4! and however thick the ice was at 
Gull Lake, with team and sleigh and the blocks 
were packed in sawdust in the ice house and 
would usually keep until the end of July or tater. 

When our family began to arrive | had a 
hired girl most of the time andas they grew older 











they all became involved in 4-H clubs so we took 
an active part in the clubs. Louie was a director 
of the first 4-H Beef Club in this area. 

Of our family of four daughters and one son, 
Anne was born September 1939 and married 
Onville Ellsworth in 1960 and they farm a mile 
from her old home. They have three sons and a 
daughter, Theresa, Lawrence, Samuel and Aa- 
ron, Bob (Robert) was born August, 1940 and he 
married Mariene Long in 1965. They live on the 
home farm and have a daughter and two son: 
Karen, David and Darren. Jean was born Sep- 
tember, 1941, bocame an R.N. and married Nor- 
man Kanngiesser in 1970. They farm north of 
Lacombe and their family of four daughters are 
Jenienne, Monique, Richelle and Patrice. Char- 
lene was born in January, 1943 and married 
Herbert Park in 1961. They live in Edmonton, 
where Herb is a funeral director. Their family of 
‘one daughter and two sons are Beverly, Jimand 
Jeffrey. Marilyn was born May, 1947, married 
Edgar Kanngiesser of Lacombe in 1967. They 
live in Lacombe with their family of three sons 
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anda daughter, Chad, twins Scott and Craig and 
Lana, Edgar farms with his brother, Norman. 


Louie passed away suddenly in October, 
1975 and | still ive in the home we built nearerto 
town, after Bob took over the farm. 





SZOKE, MIKE AND GWEN 


Mike Szoke, the first son of the late Michael 
Szoke and his wife, Julia, was born in Montreal 
on January 27, 1927. At the ageof seven months 
he came with his parents to the Sunset Hill dis 
trict, ten miles west of Bentley, until he moved to 
the Village of Bentley in 1957 and owned and 
operated his own trucking business, 


(On July 28, 1949 he married Gwen Neal, the 
third daughter of John and the late Ivy Neal. The 
‘Szokes had four children, Allan, Beverly, Linda 
and Stanley 


(On July 1972 the family moved to High 
Level and lived there until moving to Revelstoke, 
B.C,, in February, 1978. 

Their oldest daughter, Beverly, now lives in 
Fahler, Alberta, where she works for the Bank of 
Montreal. She has one daughter, Amy Lynn. The 
oldest son, Allan, lives in Taber, Alberta, where 
he is manager of the Oil Well Shop. He has two 
sons, Mark and Adam, The second daughter, 
Linda, married a farmer and they live on the 
family farm at Beechy, Sask., and have three 
sons, Wesley, Michael and Emery. Stanley, the 
youngest son, works in the oll fields andis pres- 
ently working for an oil company in Libya, 
Africa 





Mike and Gwen Szoke and family 


505 


SZOKE, MIKE AND JULIA 
By daughter Julia 


Dad Szoke came to Montreal in May, 1924 
from Hungary and after working for one year he 
sent for Mother to join him, and they lived there 
until 1927. In January of that year a son, Mike, 
was born to them and that fall they moved 
west to Bentley. My folks had come to Canada 
with another couple, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Ku- 
tyik, who went to the Rimbey district but the 
Szokes settled in the Sunset Hill district. 

In November, 1927, they sent for their other 
three children, who had been left in Hungary ~ 
Daa's daughter, Pearl, and Mom's children, Paul 
and Julia, Pearl and Paul were both seven years 
old and | was five, 

‘The folks moved on to a farm owned by 
Julius Murvey, who was Hungarian, and we all 
stayed with them for a year. The Murvey farm is, 
‘owned by the Pogadls now, While living there 
Dad worked out on some farms, one being the 
Henry Peterson farm south of Bentley. We had 
no means of transportation so Dad would walk 
early Monday morning some 18 miles to work, 
be there all woek and Saturday evening walk 
home to be with his family. After a year he was 
able to purchase the farm of John L. Robinson, a 
school teacher who later became an M.LA. in 
the Alberta government. 

‘A daughter, Helen, was born on August 18, 
1929 and a son, Tony, on December 21, 1993. 

We had lots of land to clear and Dad's health 
failed and he had two operations for ulcers so 
wasn't able to do much after that so Mother, with 
Paul, Pearl and Julia, would cut brush, pile and 
burn it. Dad's doctors were Dr. Henry and Dr. 
Hynes, We had four horses at that time and a 
breaking plow so Dad was able to walk behind 
the plow and do his own sod turning. Mother 
and us children picked roots and rocks as the 
farm was quite hilly with lots of rocks. Someone 
‘had been hired to put the crop in but because of 
lots of rain the crop would go down and would 
have to be cut with a scythe and then gathered 
into little bunches, Mother showed us how to 
make a rope from the grain straw to put 
around each bundle to hold it in place. Then 
we would stook the bundles so the grain 
would dry. Mama and the older children also 
put up the hay. We would get it cut, Paul 
would rake it with the horses into windrows 
and we would make little haycocks, which la 
ter we would haul to a stack. Two poles tied 








Mr, & Mrs, Mike Szoke and family 
together with rope made a way of carrying the 
hay to the stack, Paul on one end and Pear! on 
the other, and then Dad would pitch the hay 
onto the stack and | was the stack maker. Dad 
would stand back and tell me “Tramp it good 


and put a little on this side or the other 
that’s how it was done. 

‘Mama always set a lot of cluck hens and 
hatched her own chickens. She would put 
twenty-five eggs under a hen and boy!, she had 
good luck with them and would hatch up to 
three hundred chicks. Some years she would 
sell to others and | remember she sold ahen and 
twenty chicks to the Leiskes for $1.00. Weliveda 
lot on chickens, had some pork toeatall the time. 
but no beef. Dad also shot lots of jackrabbits for 
stew meat. 

‘We had one milk cow which the community 
bought for us. Goe Pederson gathered money 
from the neighbors and got this cow and gave it 
to us, so we would have milk 

Mama was also very good at sewing old 
clothes given to us. She would make them over 
and we felt very proud of them. l remember once 
‘someone gave us a pair of high-top ladies’ laced 
boots and brother Paul wore them to school 
The kids made fun of him but he didn't care! 

We all went to the Sunset Hill school and 
had many different teachers. The winters were 
cold but we walked four miles to school. Classes 
were from grades one to eight and some of our 
teachers were Jean Conors, Lyla Rose, Freda 
McDonald, Ruth Craig, James Holditch, Joy 


and 





Fussell, Mrs. Cumberland and Miss Golightly. 

The children grew up and we lost Dad 
‘Szoke in January, 1948, and Mama stayed on the 
farm with son Mike and his wife, Gwen, and Paul 
and Tony. 

Five years later she married our neighbor. 
Alex Metro, who was a widower, Mama started 
doing custom sewing and made several wed- 
ding dresses, coats, sults, etc. She also made 
several beautiful quilts and is famous for her 
eight point star quilt. Her quilts have been sold 
in Calgary, Ontario, B.C., Yellowknife and Al- 
berta. Mama and Alex were married for twenty- 
four years and he passed away in January, 1979. 
Now, Mother, at the age of 81 years, lives in 
Ontario with daughter Helen and plans tocome 
back here at the end of the year. She is stil 
making quilts. 

Daughter Pearl married Stanley Irving, and 
she was married twice before. Her children are 
Vernon, Ronald and Emily Elkin and David and 
Carol Harper. A baby daughter, Yvonne, 
passed away and Pearl and Stan live in Van- 

Paul served in the Canadian Army from 
1940 to 1945 and married Eleanor Higgins of 
Leslieville in June, 1950. They lived on the Elmer 





Pederson farm and later moved north of Rocky 
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Mountain House to the Timy area. They have six 
children, Barbara, Elsie, Marilyn, Ivan, LeRoy 
and Tommy, All the children, with the exception 
‘of Tommy, are married and Paul and Eleanor 
have eleven grandchildren. 

‘Julia married Charles Dyrland December 
45, 1939 and they have lived on the home farm 
north-west of Gilby since that time. They have 
six children. Pearl married Allan Boettger and 
they live in Bentley and they had five children: 
Coreen, who passed away on June 21, 1979; 
Dwayne, Sharon, Keith and Dean, Margaret 
married Bud Robinson and was lefta widow with 
six children, Brenda, Shane, Amy, Crystal, 
Lance and Amber and they live at Mara Lake, 
B.C. Philip married Bernie Chapin nd they have 
two children, Quentin and Holly. Sylvia married 
Robert Clayton and they have a son, Dale, and 
Robert's three children, Terry, Jim and John. 
Brian married Jamie Brown of Bentley. They 
have three children, James, Craig and Kasan- 
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dra. Ken is married to Shelly French and the 
children are Jody Lynn and Melanie. Melanie 
passed away April 14, 1979. 

Mike Szoke married Gwen Neal of Bentley 
and they have four children, Beverley, Allan. 
Linda and Stanley. Mike and Gwen are now live 
ing in Revelstoke, B.C. 

Helen went to Delhi, Ontario and then to 
Brantford in May, 1948 and worked at Harding 
Carpets until 1950. November of that year she 
married Joe Psneak and moved to Galt and has 
lived there ever since. She has six children, 
Frank, Julian, Micheal, David, Roseann and 
Rickie. Helen was widowed in February, 1978. 

Tony married June Bartesko and they had 
five chidren, Judy, Steven, Lori, Gordon and 
Nicole. June passed away suddenly May, 1978. 
Tony remarried in February, 1981 to Shirley 
(Neal) Tennant and they livein the Rocky Moun- 
tain House district. 





TALSMA, JOHN 
By Jennie Talsma 


John Taisma emigrated from Holland to the 
Bentley area in 1950 and worked for John Van 
Loest, who owned the blacksmith and welding 
shop which is now “Talsma’s Welding’. 

Since there was not much work in the win- 
ter, John went to Red Deer in the fall of 1950.and 
worked for the late Jim McRobbie. It was in Red 
Deer that John met Jennie Salomons of Poplar 
Ridge district and they were married in 1951 

It was in 1952 that John Van Leest sold the 
blacksmith shop to John Talsma and so he 
moved back to Bentley. It was here his children 
were born and raised, attended the Bentley 
schools, and for further education, to Lacombe 
and to NAIT and SAIT. 

‘The oldest is Gerald, who is married to Jy! 
Strathman, and they live east of Lacombe on a 
farm 

Albert is the second son, married to Shirley 
De Jong, lives in Bentley, and is in the welding 
business with his father and one brother 

Doug is number three and is presently on 
the farm with his uncle in the Woody Nook dis- 
trict; still single and he hopes to, one day, have 
his own farm, 

Sidney is number four, and he is also in the 
business with his father and Albert. Ho is mar- 
fied to Ardie Shymr and live in Bentley. 

Alter four boys, two girls were yet born into 
the family. Margaret, the first, lives at present in 
Edmonton, and is employed in the Royal Alex 
Hospital. She is also single, 

The youngest daughter and child of the 
family, Thelma, also lives in Edmonton, and she 
is married to Bill Weizenbach, 








TATLOCK, ARTHUR GUY FAMILY 
By Bernell and Freda Tatlock 


In the summer of 1906 Art Tatlock, then 
bachelor, came to the Bentley district from Ma- 
rysville, Kansas, in search of land and pur- 


chased the N.E, 34-39-1-5 from Martin Ide. Art 
didn't stay at that time but settled here a few 
years later. While here that summer he helped 
with the building of the Blacktalds hotel. Al- 
though he was taking a teacher's course in Ma- 
rysville, he turned to farming and carpentry as 
his occupation 

On February 26, 1907 Arthur Guy Tatlock 
was married to Myrtle May Mayhew, who was 
also from Marysville and they continued to farm 
there for about two years, 

In 1909 Art and Myrtle moved to Canada - 
the land of promise. They came as far as Black- 
falds by train and the rest of the journey west 
from Blackfalds was with team and wagon. 
which they brought along with all their other 
possessions at that time, At the turn of the cen- 
tury you can well imagine the condition of the 
foad between Blackfalds and Durham. On the 
blacktop, as we have it now, you can make it by 
car to the old Tatlock home in about fifteen 
minutes, while in those days the trip by horses 
and wagon would take hours. There was no 
comfort or protection from the weather nor a 
nice, hot shower or bath, to freshen up when 
you did arrive home. 

‘There was a very small log cabin, built be- 
fore 1906, on their farm but Art and Myrtle lived 
for a couple of years in a small house on the 
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adjoining quarter, which today is the Murray 
Peterson home quarter. 

‘At this time none of their land was under 
cultivation so Art and Myrtle, like so many of 
their neighbors, had long years of hard work 
ahead of them, but this provided a happy and 
fruitful life which has been lost by the majority 
today. 

Horses were used for all farming as well as 
providing the only means of transportation to 
visit neighbors or going to Lacombe or Black- 
falds for business reasons. 

‘Some of their first neighbors were the John 
Blish family, the Chris Zimmerman family and 
Charlie Steele. In 1914 the Martin Reiter family 
was added to the list. Katie (Reiter) Farrell still 
lives on her parent's farm 

‘Can you imagine any young couple today 
walking from Murray Petersons, pail on atm, to 
the Tatlock barn to milk @ cow in all kinds of 
weather, then get that pail of milk safely back 
again? This iswhat Art and Myrtle had to do until 
1910 or 1911. At that time Art built their new 
house on their land and it still stands in dis 
repair. A new barn was built in 1919 and it still 
stands too. 

In May, 1912, while Myrtle was visiting her 
parents in Kansas, Bernell Arthur, their first 
Child, was born, Since then Bernell has lived his 
whole life in the Durham area, where he at- 
tended Durham school, being taught by Mr 
Wright, Mrs, Eleanor Gill and Mrs. G, Farewell 

‘Bernell can remember his folks telling of 
cattle market day on the Tatlock farm. Very early 
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in the morning, Art on a saddle pony, drove the 
cattle out of the yard on the long trip to Black- 
falds. Here he boarded the caboose on the train 
and could ride free because of his carload of 
cattle, Calgary was the destination. After an 
overnight stay, and depending on when the cat- 
tle sold, he would buy a ticket to Blackfalds, pay 
the stable keeper and ride home, usually arriv= 
ing late in the evening 

When pigs were to be marketed Bernell 
would ride on the wagon with his dad to La- 
combe. Sometimes he and his mother rode to 
Lacombe in Mrs. Bloxam’s democrat. Mrs. 
Bloxam lived on the farm presently owned by 
Ralph Tatlock. When the ladies went they 
stopped to visit and lunch with a lady who had a 
greenhouse about four miles west of Lacombe, 
Mrs, Giberson. Bernell was heard to say he liked 
to go to Lacombe with his dad because they ate 
at the Chinaman's. Bornell was only four or five 
at that time and said he would fall asleep on the 
long trip, but he well remembers that chocolates 
‘were always part of their purchases and he still 
buys the same kind to this day. 

Bernell went into registered Herefords in 
1940, working with his parents and two brothers, 
\Vere and Ralph. In 1950 he married Freda Elsie 
Werth of Calgary and they have three sons. 

Fay Tatlock, the only daughter of Art and 
Myrtle, arrived ‘December 31, 1916. She at- 
tended Durham school, and rode horseback to 
Bentley for part of her high school, finishing 
grade twelve in Red Deer. She attended Normal 
‘School in Calgary and taught Aspelund schoo! 
for several years before going to California, 
Here she took a business course and worked tor 


some time in the office of the Borden Milk Co. 
While working here she met Wes Stephenson, 
who was in the American forces at the time. 
They were married in the States and after the 
war went to live at Holden, Utah, where Wes's 
family lived. They had a family of two girls and 
four boys, the youngest of which passed away 
as the result of a car accident in 1976, shortly 
after her graduation. 

Vere was born July 22, 1919. He never mar- 
ried and still lives and works in the area 

On March 17, "The day of the irish”, Art and 
Myrtle had their own celebration with the arrival 
of Ralph, the youngest son. Ralph and family 
live on the Bentley-Sylvan Lake Highway, kitty- 
‘corner to the Murray Peterson home and they 
have two daughters and two sons. 

‘Art and Myrtle celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary on February 26, 1957. A 
dinner for the family and close friends was held 
at the Ralph Tatlock home and the open house 
celebrations in the evening were hosted by Mike 
and Shirley Peterson at the Peterson home. 

Art passed away in early September, 1958, 
two weeks before his eightieth birthday and 
Myrtle passed away in March of 1960. 

Marie (Zimmerman) Spycher, 89 years of 
age in May, 1981 and Katie (Reiter) Farrell, 88 in 
November, 1980, are the only surviving neigh- 
bors of the real early days, 


TAYLOR, J.B. AND FAMILY 
By Jack Taylor 


‘The Taylors arrived at Bentley from Rom 
sey, England in October 1904. The family was 
comprised of John 8. Taylor, his wife, Minnie 
Elizabeth, daughters, Doris and Constance and 
séns, Geoffrey and John, Jr. Geotfrey, the eld- 
‘st in the family, was 10 years old; Doris 4, Con- 
‘nie 3 and | was 6 months, 

My father had built a hotel in Bentley, which 
was quite large for a small village - about eight- 
een to twenty rooms, if | can remember cor- 
rectly, with a ground floor and two storeys 
above. It was called the Alexandra Hotel and 
stood on the N.E. comer of the main street and 
the road generally used then to go to Rimbey. 
‘There was also a livery barn and it was called the 
Alberta Feed Barn, 

| cannot tell too much of the early history of 
Bentley as far as our family is concerned be- 
cause, although we tried to operate the hotel for 
a couple of years, having no experience and not 
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having installed a bar, it was pretty tough going. 
Father being a strong temperance man (a Meth- 
dist local preacher) would have no liquor on 
the place so we rented the hotel and moved to 
Edmonton and then farther north, where we 
lived from 1906 to October 1913, When we re- 
turned in 1913, | was almost 10 years old then. 
and the village now had several nice homes and 
a red brick Methodist church - along with other 
business buildings. My father had been ap- 
pointed a “horseback” missionary for the Home 
Mission Board of the Methodist church while we 
were in Edmonton and served the area at Man- 
ola, which is about where Barrhead is located, 

Back in Bentley in 1913 we operated the 
hotel again for a period of 6 years, until 1918. 
During that time my father’s health failed com 
pletely and he died of cancer February 20, 1916. 

After the start of the world war in 1914 many 
things happened to change the face of things 
and Bentley saw many young men enlist and 
many not return. My brother, Geoffrey, didn't 
enlist until after February of 1916, due to my 
father’s illness and the need to support my 
mother, whose health was not too rugged. Geot- 
frey was a prisoner of war in Germany but came 
home in the middle of 1919. 

It is difficult to recall things that happened 
in Bentley from 1913 to 1918 but Ido remember 
the big fire in 1916, which wiped out almost all 
the south side of main street, including Damron 
Bros., meat market, Blish’s store, Williams’ 
hotel, Birch’s blacksmith shop and probably 
others. Had the wind changed and blown north, 
our hotel would have gone as well. As it was, | 
well remember all our windows facing south 
were too hot to touch with our hands. 

| must mention one incident which oc- 
curred in Bentley at Hallowe'en time in 1915 or 
1916, I'll never forget it as | was the motivating 
force in the “trick” played. Dr. and Mrs. Baker 
operated a drug store on the corner and lived in 
the back and kept five pigsin apen at the back of 
the lot. This Hallowe'en our gang of boys had 
done all the usual tricks s0 about 10:30 or 11:001 
suggested we go roundito the Bakers andlet the 
pigs out - Mrs. Baker was very proud of these 
young porkers! So away we went - “Jud” Gar: 
ries, Bud and Dick Damron, Glenn Williams and 
several others and we let out the five blasted 
pigs. Well, you never saw five pigs that wanted 
out fess than they did. Anyway, we got them out 
of the pen and they went in five different direc- 
tions! And that was the end of Hallowe'en for 
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another year-or was it? When Iinally gothome, 
to bed and sound asleep my mother wokeme up 
land said "Jack - some bad boys have let out Mrs. 
Baker's pigs and | want you to get up and seeif 
you can find them and get them home again!” 
Talk about your retribution - | chased pigs all 
ight as they were still in five different direc- 
tions!! 

‘After father died in 1916, Mother found it 
impossible to run the hotel and Dorishad sether 
heart on being a nurse and Connie wanted to 
take a business course so the hotel was sold in 
‘September, 1918 and we left for British Colum- 
bia in October, arriving in Victoria a month be- 
fore the Armistice was signed, Geoffrey was 
‘overseas now, and he had become engaged 
to Jean Miller bofore leaving for the front. Doris, 
was accepted as a nurse-in-training in Victoria, 
She wasn't able to take her training in Alberta 
because of her academic standing 

Mother Taylor died in 1955 at the age of 87 
plus. Geoffrey died in 1964, at the age of 69 and 
leaves his widow, Jean, in Edmonton, Father, 
Mother and Geoffrey are all buried in the Ben- 
tley Cemetery, Constance Sweeney (Connie). 
nee Taylor, died in 1977 and is buried in Saa- 
nich, B.C. (near Victoria). Doris (Taylor) Wilson 
hhas just celebrated her 80th birthday, is alive 
and well and lives with her husband, Sydney, 
just a few blocks from me in Vancouver. | am 
now past 76 years, in excellent health and live 
with Marguerite, my wife, in Kerrisdale, Van- 
couver. For the record; Geoffrey Taylor retired 
from the University of Alberta after thirty to forty 
years of service, many of them as Registrar. He 
land Jean had four children - all alive and well 

Doris (Taylor) Wilson had an enviable re- 
cord as a nurse, married Sydney Wilson - had 5 
children - doing well 

Connie (Taylor) Sweeney was married 
twice and had one son, Gordon McAlister, who 
isa builder and contractor in Saanich, B.C. and 
doing well 

Jack Taylor retired from Shell Oil Canada 
nineteen years ago and he and his wife have two 
children, both doing well 

Doris Wilson and Jack Taylor both cele 
brate fifty-two years of marriage this year. 





THAROU, TONY AND GRACE, WITH DEBBIE 
AND KATHY 
By Grace Tharou 


Grace is the daughter of Harry and Edna 





Hansen and she was born in Bentley. Grace 
attended Gull Lake, Bentley, and Red Deer 
Schools, finishing her education at a College in 
Calgary. She then worked in Red Deer for a 
short time and then supervised Gull Lake 
‘School for a year, 

‘Tony was born in Castor, Alberta, but lived 
ear Bulwark. He took his schooling ina country 
school near Bulwark and finished high school at 
Castor, After graduating he served in the Navy 
for a year, He spent a few months with the Cal- 
gary Police Force before taking a position with 
the Alberta Pacitic Grain Company. Tony took 
over the Bentley elevator when Mr. Bill Pringle 
retired. 

Grace and Tony wore married in Bentley 
and lived there until 1960, Both daughters, Deb- 
bie and Kathy, were born there bofore the family 
moved to Lacombe, where Tony and Grace stil 
live. 

‘At the present time Tony manages the Car- 
gill Plant in Lacombe and Grace works for the 
Alberta Hail and Crop Insurance Corporation. 

‘After finishing her high schoo! in Lacombe, 
Debbie attended the Red Deer College and is 
presently at the University of Alberta, where she 
receives her Bachelor of Science degree in the 
spring of 1981. She and her husband, Neal are 
living in Edmonton, where Neal is employed 
with Cessco. 

Kathy went into the field of nursing, obtain- 
ing her B.N. from the University Hospital in Ed- 
monton. Following this she entered the 
University of Alberta, graduating with a Bache- 
lor of Education degree. She and her husband, 
Allan, live on acreage near Devon. They are both 
‘employed in Edmonton; Allan with Imperial Oil 
and Kathy with St. Kevin's School 





THEVENAZ, MAURICE AND BERTHE 

Maurice and Gerthe Thevenaz emigrated 
from Switzerland in 1913 and 1914 respectively. 
Upon Berthe's arrival they were married on April 
3 in Red Deer, by the Rev. Brown, then went to 
‘Sylvan Lake where they stayed with the Charles 
Guendet family for a year. Mrs. Cuendet was a 
sister of Maurice. 

‘Maurice preferred picking rocks to picking 
roots, so was lured to the prairie regionin South 
‘Saskatchewan, homesteading near Tomkins. 

They returned to Sylvan Lake in 1934 with 
their son, Michel, staying at the John Tanch 
farm for the summer. In the fall they moved to 


the Teasdale farm, the original Armeneau ho- 
mestead, George Rozier was the last farmer 
owner. During the twelve years there, they were 
active in community affairs, ethnic and church 
groups. Maurice was an active “behind the 
glass” curler and also loved playing cards. 
Berthe enjoyed sewing and creating fancy food 
delicacies. In 1946 they moved toa farm north of 
Sylvan Lake, retiring to the village of Bentley in 
1953. 

Michel (Mitch) enjoyed swimming and par- 
ticipated in whatever sports were available at 
that time. He attended Norma and Syivan Lake 
school. He followed his parents to the Rainy 
Creek district, where he married Jean McPhee 
in 1953, In time three sons, David, Maurice and 
Charles blessed their home. 

Mitch now works at Lacombe with Agricul: 
ture Canada and Jean nurses at the Rimbey 
Auxiliary Hospital. Charles died accidentally in 
1969. Maurice, who is in charge of the family 
farm, is also a licensed embalmer and David has 
natural fertilizer business in Calgary. 


THOMAS, CARL 
By Leona G. Solberg (nee Saint) 


Carl L. Thomas was born in Ontario, After 
spending most of his childhood there he de- 
cided to become adventurous and both he and 
his father went to the Klondike area to search for 
the treasures of gold, 

Some years later they came back to the 
Lockhart district where they purchased a team 
of oxen. Later they traded these in for a horse to 
farm the hard land. 

In his later years, Carl got married to a gir! 
who lived north of Bentley. Hername was Mable 
Ellsworth and she was the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs, John Ellsworth. After a few years of mar 
riage, Carl and Mable took her sister's litle gil 
Leona Saint, to raise as one of their own, The 
‘Thomases had two sons of their own in later life 
and both of the boys, John and Tom, later re- 
sided in British Columbia 

Leona married a fine gentleman who man- 
aged to steal her heart away. His name was 
‘Arthur Solberg and they were married in 1934in 
Edmonton. They farmed for a few years and 
later left for the coast and lived in Prince Rupert 
and Victoria for a number of years. While living 
in Victoria, a son was born, 

‘Some time later they moved back to Ben- 
tley, where three girls and another son were 
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born, It was around 1947 that they farmed the 
Bentley area land. For a time they also lived 
around Rocky Mountain House. 

‘Art and Leona now live in Red Deer, where 
they have retired and are very happy. 


THOMAS, THOMAS W. AND CARL 
By Elmer Calkins 

Thomas W. Thomas, of English descent, 
came from Ontario after the passing of Mrs. 
Thomas. Tom and his son Carl, headed for the 
1898 gold rush but didn’t do too well at gold 
mining, so went to Vancouver, where they 
bought four oxen and helped to clear Hastings 
street of stumps and trees, 

In 1906 they came to the Calkins Valley dis- 
riot, to take up homesteads. Tom filed on the 
S.E, 2-41-3-5 and Carl on the north-east quarter 
of the same section. The buildings were all made 
of logs. Balm trees were used instead of spruce 
and the logs were not peeled of bark. The four 
‘oxen were used for clearing and breaking the 
land and they had a team of driving horses for 
their trips to town for supplies ~a thirteen and a 
half mile trip to Bentley, which took all day. 

In 1910 Carl builtasix room house, addinga 
kitchen later. This was just north of the log 
buildings, with @ roadway running between, 
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thus making a shortcut to the neighbors to the 
west. 

In 1912 Cart married Mabel Ellsworth, 
youngest daughter of John and Sarah Elsworth, 
Car's father lived with them until his passing in 
April, 1914, at the age of sixty five. Dad Thomas 
had served on the school board for several ye- 
ars, was a respected and good neighbor and 
always had the good of the community in ming. 

in 1914 the four oxen were traded for 
horses. 

‘A water well was drilled about 1916, toa 
depth of one hundred and fifty feet - too deep to 
pump by hand, so Garl bought a Gould and 
Shapley 2h.p. engine, pumping the water to the 
house by an overhead pipe to a 150 gallon tank 
located in the corner of the kitchen - thus being 
the first to have water in the house. 

Carl bought his first car which wasan Over- 
land touring car and it was in use until 1934 

The Thomases loved children and before 
having any of their own, Beulah Calkins 
stayed with them and went to school for a 

ple years after her mother passed away. In 
1916, after Beulah left, Leona Saint came to 
live with them until her marriage in 1994 
Leona had four miles to ride to school and was 
told she must not take on a second rider. but 
she felt sorry for another pupil and was giving 
him a ride home from school. When Uncle 
Carl found out, a litte girl had to walk the four 
miles to school for a week 

Carl was always making something for tit- 
tle boys, such as a bob sleigh or a coat, hood 
and mitts from a buffalo coat, which was sewn 
fon anew White sewing machine. His aunt 
from Ontario was always sending him gifts, 
fone of which was a music box with a big steel 
disc, and is now in a museum in B.C. 

in the early twenties two boys, Tom and 
John, were born to Carl and Mabel. The boys 
both live in B.C., are married and have their 
own families. 

Carl was active in the community, serving 
on the schoo! board, a director of the Calkins- 
Valley Threshing Company, a helping hand 
wherever needed. He passed away in 1932, at 
the age of fifty-three. Mabel stayed on the 
farm for a few years, in Hope B.C., where she 
had been living after leaving Carstairs. 








(THOMPSON), ANNIE VICTORIA SKELTON 


‘Annie, the third child of Mr. & Mrs. G.W.M 
Thompson was born in England on December 
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10, 1897, and arrived in Canada with the Thomp- 
son family in 1901, She was named "Annie" tor 
her Aunt Annie in England and “Victoria” as she 
was born during the 60th reigning anniversary 
of England's beloved Queen Victoria 

‘Annie took her schooling from Grades 1 to 
Vill at the Carritt School, part of her high school 
training at the Lacombe Nelson School and 
partly at the old Castle High School in Red Deer. 
She finished her training as a teacher at the 
Calgary Collegiate and taught schoo! until the 
year 1935 when she was united in marriage with 
Arther Joseph Skelton of Delia, Alberta. They 
lived in Hythe, Alberta, for three years before 
locating on Art's family homestead at Delia, 
where their son Roy wes born. He now resides in 
Red Deer and their daughter Patricia lives at 
Sylvan Lake 

Alter leaving Delia, they farmed for some 
years west of Red Deer and then for some years, 
in the Lakeside District east of Lacombe. When 
this land was sold they bought and managed an 
apartment house in Red Deer, and in 1967 
moved to Kelowna, 8.C., where they enjoyed 
their small home near Okanagan Lake and the 
warmer climate until returning to Alberta be- 
‘cause of Art's failing health. He passed away in 
1977 

Since the death of her husband, Annie has 
resided in the Parkland Garden Apartments on 
the north hill out of Red Deer. She bowls with the 
Senior Citizens at the Red Deer Bowladrome. 

In 1980 Annie was the recipient of a silver 
‘medallion from the Government of the Province 
of Alberta in connection with the province's 75th 
Anniversary celebrations, 


THOMPSON, FRANK L. 








nk and Marie Thompson and son, Gary - 1950 





I was born at Rainy Creek in 1907 and re- 
ceived my education at the Carritt School. In 
1924-25 | took a course and received my certifi- 
cate in Motor Mechanics from the School of 
Technology in Calgary. 

| have resided in Red Deer since 1937 and 
was owner-manager of Thompson's Welding 
shop - auto supply = car lot and garage. 

(On June 9, 1939 | married Marie Arb of Rea 
Deer and we have two children Gary and Mary 
Gayle, who are both married and living in Red 
Deer. 

We built an 11-suite Bonny View Apart- 
ments in 1959 and managed it for ten years. 

In conjunction with the Red Deer opera- 
tions we bought the Henry Stone farm in Rainy 
Creek in 1949 and sold it to G.A, Wallace in 
January, 1962. In June of that year we bought 
the Isaacson Bros., section of land on No, 11 
highway south of Eckville, We landscaped the 
yard, planted lawn and trees and itwas known as 
Bonny View Farms. We produced a lot of seed 
grain there and sold the farm after ten years. We 
received much praise for our efforts from friends 
and neighbors. 

It has been a most happy, interesting and 
very good lite. 
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THOMPSON, GEORGE WILLIAM MONTAGUE 
MARTHA HARRIET (HARRIS) 
By Sidney Harris Thompson 


Dad's trade in England was cabinet making 
often decorated with beautiful in-lays of differ 
ent colored woods. He also had a photography 
business, taking pictures and doing his own de- 
veloping and printing from glass slides, which 
were used at that time. Mother apprenticed at a 
dressmaking shop and later was employed there 
Until her marriage to Dad on December 18, 1892 
Mother's home town was Worksop and Dad's 
was Sheffield, about 15 miles from Worksop. 
‘They lived in Worksop until they sailed in 1901 
from Liverpool for Canada - advertised as a 

Land of Promise’ 

They left in England a very sad Grand- 
mother, Mary Harris, who was at the Liverpool 
wharf to see them embark. She very much loved 
her youngest daughter, Martha, and the four 
little grandchildren - Nellie, Grace, Annie and 
Reg - and said on parting “i will never see you 
again". As Mother was not able to return to Eng- 
land until the year 1926, Grandma's prediction 
came true, as she passed away in 1915, The 








GWM, Thompson - 1916 
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G.WM. Thompson family - 1904 


family also left in England Aunts Nellie and An- 
nie Harris, Aunts Lily and Lucy Thompson and 
Uncles Edward and John Harris. 

‘On arrival in Canada the family lived in Sault 
St. Marie, Ontario, and Dad built a small house 
‘on the shore of Lake Superior ona small piece of 
land known as “Squatter’s Rights”. While this 
house was being built, the family lived in a well- 
‘cleaned brick barn. They had litle in the way of 
furniture and only a few treasures brought from 
England, During the winters of 1901 and 1902 
Dad worked at Fernie, 8.C.,.and in the spring of 
1902 sold the little house at Sault St. Marie and 
the family travelled to Red Deer by rail excur- 
sion. This was 2nd class accommodation, but 
meals could be cooked by the travelling families 
at the rear of the train coach. 

Early in the spring of 1904 Dad and my elder 
sister, Nellie, went to the homestead N.W.%-30- 





39-1WS to bulld the house after digging the cel- 
lar out of the clay soil with an adze and shovel. 
The clay from the cellar was piled up and later 
used to bank the house against the cold. Mother 
had taken in washing, done by hand, in Sault St. 
Marie, and did janitor work ina Red Deer church 
help with providing for the family, Marie was 
born in Red Deer in 1902 and Sidney in 1904, 50 
when Dad and Mother left Red Deer for the ho- 
mestead in September of 1904 they had a family 
of six. The first day they travelled the approxi 
mate 25 miles in a high-wheeled wagon, packed 
with most of their furniture and food supplies, as, 
far as farmer Thomas Bigam’s place on thenorth 
shore of Sylvan Lake. Here they spent the first 
night before going on to the homestead abou 

114 miles farther north the next day. Sidney was 
three months old when we had lived a week in 
‘our new home. Dad went to B.C. to find work as 

















Mrs, GWM, 


a carpenter once we were fairly well settled. 
Chickens had been brought from Red Deer: a 
few black Minorcas and some white leghorns: 
the leghorns being very nervous and flighty little 
hens, These were housed in a frame shack co- 
vered with tar paper. We had no cow until a year 
later. No horse until we got a pony by the name 
of Nettie in 1907. This pony was very necessary 
for Nellie to ride when herding the few cows 
which wandered far and wide for grazing as 
there were no fences at that time. One animal 
would be equipped with a cow bell and Nellie 
would ride to where she thought the cows might, 
be and listened for the tinkle of that bell to guide 
her. Often times the livestock of other farmers. 
would be with them and it was difficult for her to 
separate them. Without the riding pony it was 
dangerous and almost impossible. 

During the first couple of years Mother, with 
the ald of some of the older children, carried 
water from a large spring on the John Steele 
farm, 1% miles north of the homestead, and in 
the wintertime melted snow for a supply of water 
other than drinking water. In the summertime, 
the clothes for washing were carried to the 
spring water source on the Steele farm along 
with a boiler for heating the water on an open 
wood fire and a metal wash tub and washboard 
for doing the laundry by hand, and a bag of 
clothes pins to fasten the washed clothes to the 
wire fence for drying. Some were spread on the 
grass to dry. A picnic lunch was a necessity as 
this was an all-day job. When the clothes were 
dry, they were folded and carried back to the 
house, usually in the wash tub with a long stick 
threaded through the handles at either side so 
two could share the burden of the uphill journey 
back. It was a relief when a well was finally 
drilled on the farm providing good drinking wa- 
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ter for family and animals and this method of 
doing the laundry could be discontinued. 

We had few books to read until a friend of 
Dad's - Charlie Fewkes- aftera visit at our house 
sent us about $100.00 worth of beautiful books 
from a Toronto Publishing house. Mr. & Mrs. 
Young, who lived further west than our farm, 
had quite a library, and with that and the books 
from the schoo! library our reading needs were 
quite well satisfied. Mother know yards of poetry 
land many songs and bits from opera, so we 
learned a lot when coal oll was scarce. With no 
light we sat around the wood burning stove with 
some light from the open grate of the cook 
stove, or we had to go to bed early on account of 
the baby. Bed was the only warm place during 
the first winters. We sang a lot together, sitting in 
the dark, Mother taking the second part. We got 
an organ later on - a chapel organ Sherlock 
Manning - and learned to play hymns. We had 
Sunday school in the summer with our family, 
the Bigam family, the Dane family, the McKee 
family meeting at the different homes in turn. 
Mr, John Dane was our Superintendent and Mrs. 
Dane taught us hymns from the Canadian Hym- 
nal, Moody Sankey. In ater years Christmas Eve 
supper and a Christmas tree became an annual 
affair with the same neighbors and Mr. & Mrs. 
Charlie Thomson joining in to listen to the Edi- 
son gramaphone which Dad bought for us. This 
gramaphone had a very large black horn to in- 
tensify the music from the cylinder-type re: 
cords, and provided entertainment as well as 
music for dancing around the cookstove and 
heater. The stoves were placed near tagether in 
the centre of the one-large room downstairs, to 
provide as much heat as possible as frame 
houses were very cold during the winter 
months. Log houses were much warmer. 

Dad was away much of the time working at 
various carpenter jobs. He worked on the Banff 
Springs Hotel and was given the job of installing 
the high small windows on the building as none 
of the other carpenters cared to try working at 
such a height. He also helped in the building of 
the first hotel on the Hawaiian Islands - the 
Royal Hawaiian. Even today this hotel is in fine 
shape. Years were spent working on the Cable 
Ship, Restorer, which travelled the seas to repair 
broken cable, as cable was the only method of 
transmitting messages overseas at that time. 
The Cable Ship, Restorer, may still be seen in 
Esquimalt Harbour, Victoria, 8.C. 

‘One winter morning Mother went to the 
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barn to milk our one and only cow at that time 
and found the cow had slipped on some ice in 
the stall and broke its neck. This was a great 
{oss - leaving us without milk, 

In 1912 Dad owned and operated with a 
partner - Fred Edwards - a small restaurant at 
‘Sylvan Lake. When the first World war broke out 
in August of 1914, Dad joined the B.C. Bantam 
Regiment in Vancouver, leaving Mother with the 
aid of 14-year old Reg and younger brothers and 
sisters to keep the small farm operation going, 
Clearing of more land was accomplished and 
the breaking of it done with horses and a break- 
ing plough by Reg and Sidney. Mother had a 
large garden, even though clay soil was not the 
best for gardening. She raised chickens, selling 
or trading the eggs for groceries for as little as. 
five cents a dozen. Butter was also churned and 
Sold for 10¢a pound. Turkey raising was a fussy, 
time-consuming job when the turkeys were 
small and killing and preparing the turkeys for 
sale was a dreaded operation by the family. One 
year when the express charges for shipping the 
turkeys ate up the value of the dressed turkeys, 
this venture was discontinued 

Mother enjoyed church services at the log 
church and meeting with the neighbors there. 
For a time she was Superintendent of the Sun- 
day School, and also was treasurer forthe Rainy 
Creek Ladies Aid for some time. Her hobbies 
were making hooked rugs out of discarded 
materials, and in later years when she had more 
leisure time she made beautifully quilted bed 
spreads. Her training as a dressmaker was a 
wonderful aid through the early years when a 
box of discarded but very good clothes was oc- 
casionally sent to the farm by the Rev, Leonard 
Gaelz of Red Deer, and Mother re-made the 
clothes into dresses, coats or trousers for the 
children, 

During the years on the homestead after 
most of the children had left home, Mother 
boarded the teacher of the Carritt School, and 
was very happy to have her daughter, Phyllis, 
home at different times to help, 

Following the end of the war in 1918, Dad 
bought the N.W.-29-39-1W5 through the Sold- 
ier Settlement Board. There was a lot of land to 
break on this quarter. Reg worked hard on this, 
land, but the land being clay did not produce 
very good crops. 1922 was a very dry year with 
poor crops and low prices, so Reg left the farm 
land went to Detroit to work at the Ford automo- 
bile factory. The farm was then rented, but this 








arrangement was most unsatisfactory, and Dad 
decided to return to his old job on the Cable 


Ship, Restorer, Victoria, B.C. Sid took over the 
responsibility of paying the remaining debt on 
the quarter through the Soldier Settlement 
Board 

After Sid's marriage to Olga Lindman in 
1944, a small comfortable house was built for 
Mother very near the family home where she 
spent many happy years, and often visited in 
Edmonton, Lacombe, Red Deer, Delia and occa 
sionally in Vancouver with each of her five 
daughters. 

Dad spent most of his last years in Van- 
couver, passing away at the age of 90 years, and 
was buried in a Vancouver cemetery with mil 
itary honors. 

‘Mother passed away in Alberta - the land 
she loved - at the age of 84 years and was buried 
in the Bentley cemetery. 








THOMPSON, JAMES H. 
By Paul Thompson 


Mr. and Mrs. James H. Thompson and their 
two sons, Paul and Gerald, came to the Bentley 
area in 1920, when James took over the U.G.G. 
elevator. They had migrated from Des Moines, 
Jowa, in 1917, coming to the Penhold area. He 
later became Secretary of the Blindman Valley 
Co-operative in Bentley and in 1927 the family 
moved to Tofield. Their daughter, Irene was 
born in Bentley in 1922. 

Both of the boys attended school in Bentley 
and Mr. Colpitts was one of the principals during 
that time. They have many happy memories of 
their school days there. The family were 
members of the Methodist Church, and Dr. 
Henry was their doctor. 

Paul joined the staff of the Bank of Montreat 
in Tofield and returned to Bentley for temporary 
relief duty in August, 1935, 

‘James Thompson died in Bruce, Alberta in 
1938 and Gerald died in Victoria, B.C. in 1979. 
Irene passed away in San Antonio, Texas in 
1973. 

Mrs, Thompson resides in the Salem Manor 
Nursing Home in Edmonton and Pau! lives in 
North Vancouver, B.C, 


(THOMPSON), LILY GRACE BRANTER 
By Marie Johnston 

Grace was the second daughter born to Mr. 

& Mrs, G.W.M. Thompson in Worksop, England, 











. Grace and Jimmie Br 





in November of 1895, and came to Canada with 
her parents, two sisters and brother in the year 
1901, and then with the family when they left 
Red Deer for the homestead in the Rainy Creek 
district in 1904, Her schooling was at the Carritt 
school, and later she completed a busines 
course at the Garbutt’s Business College in Cal- 
gary. 

‘Grace was employed ata Calgary bank fora 
couple of years before leaving for Vancouver. 
and in 1934 married Robert Branter of Van- 
couver. They had one son, Jimmie. 

‘After living in Powell River for some time, 
where Robert was employed by a paper mill 
they returned to Westminster and Burnaby - 
suburbs of Vancouver, Robert served in the 
army for some years and Jimmie in the Navy. 

Robert passed away in 1979. Grace con- 
tinues to reside in their home in Burnaby. 





(THOMPSON), MARIE ALBERTA JOHNSTON 

In the year 1902, on April 24, afifth child was 
born to Mr. & Mrs, G.W.M. Thompson and was 
named Marie Alberta in memory of Sault St 
Marie and of Alberta as they planned on return- 
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ing to England as soon as they were financially 
able to do so. 

Marie took her schooling from Grades 1 to 
Vilat the Carritt School, and Grades Vill to Xlat 
the Red Deer Elementary and the Castle High 
School, being awarded a silver medal in Grade 
Vill for history and a silver medal in Grade X tor 
proficiency during the school year. She then 
took a six-month business course at Copelands 
Business College, Calgary; and was employed 

in Calgary by the California Fruit Growers 
change and the Pat Burns Fruit Department un- 
til her marriage to Tom Johnston of Shelburne, 
Ontario, in April of 192 

Tom and Marie lived in San Francisco until 
the spring of 1932, Tom being employed by Kin- 
gans Meat Packers, and Marie employed as s 
eretary to a brokerage concern for two years 
land then as private secretary to the manager of 
the Highways Bureau of the California State Au- 
tomobile Association, During the great depres- 
sion, commencing in 1929, they returned to 
Alberta and purchased the McPherson farm 
northwest of Bentley and farmed there until they 
both returned to office work - Marie being em- 
ployed by the Lacombe School Division in Janu- 
ary of 1951 and Tom empioyed there also in 
4953; and, both being employed by the County 
of Lacombe No. 14 in 1960 when the School 
Division became part of the County. 




















Tom and Marie Johnston - 1925 

















Tom Johnstor and Sid Thompson 





Tom was a charter member of the Bentley 
Elks Lodge No. 318 while farming near Bentley 
and an active member of the Lacombe Branch of 
the Canadian Legion during the years in La~ 
combe. 

Tom enjoyed curling, fishing and baseball 
Both he and Marie curled in Bentley until mov- 
ing to Lacombe. Marie was interested in garden- 
ing, being a member of the Bentley Garden 
Club. In Lacombe she was able to study art as a 
member of the Lacombe Community Art Club, 
and in 1965 was awarded a Scholarship for art 
work, and now spends spare time teaching artto 
the Senior Citizens of the Lacombe Kozy Korner 
Community Centre, 

For some years on the farm, Tom and Marie 
had with them, Ronald and Eleanor, young son 
and daughter of Marie's brother. Reg Thomp- 
‘son. Ronald now lives in Washington State 
and Eleanor in Texas, 

Tom passed away in 1971 

In 1980, Marie was the proud recipient of a 
Gold Medallion from the Gov't. of the Province 
of Alberta in connection with the Province's 75th 
Anniversary celebrations. 


(THOMPSON), NELLIE GORDON 

Nellie (Nin) was the first-born in the G.W.M. 
‘Thompson family in the year 1893 in Worksop, 
England, and came to Canada with her parents 
and sisters - Grace, Annie and brother Reg - in 
1901. After the family settled in Red Deer she 
attended schoo! there until the family moved to 
the homestead in the Rainy Creek District and 
she finished her elementary schooling at the 
Carritt School and took her high school training 
at the Calgary Collegiate. In order to attend 
school in Calgary she worked for her board with 
a family who had three small girls, and she 
walked many blocks to and from school each 
day. Atter attending Normal School at Camrose, 
Nellie taught in different Alberta schools for ye~ 
ars before taking a Home Economics Course at 
Guelph, Ontario, finishing this course at Olds, 
Alberta 

Nellie was always interested in church 
work, music and art. In July of 1983 she married 
Rev, James Thom Gordon, a widower with three 
young boys. Thom preached in many different 
towns in Alberta and often times had three servi- 











Thom and Nellie 





‘ces on a Sunday - each in a different location. 
Nellie was an active helper by playing the organ 
for the services and, when required, teaching a 
Sunday School class. They were posted in Cal- 
‘gary for four years. 

‘An early retirement from the ministry was 
because of Thoms ill health and they located in 
Edmonton, Nellie was active in Red Cross work 
in the Edmonton schools and later managed the 
Red Cross Distribution Centre. They both were 
active members of the Avonmore United Church 
in Edmonton where Nellie trained the Junior 
choir for many years. Thom spent many happy 
years after retirement tending his flower and 
vegetable garden and growing beautiful house 
plants. 

Following Thom’s death in 1967, Nellie sold 
the home in Edmonton and moved to Red Deer 
to be nearer the Thompson family. There she 
‘was a member of the United Church Choir; and 
also taught English to newly-arrived Chinese in 
Red Deer so they could better adjust to theirnew 
life in Alberta, 

Nellie passed away in November of 1971 
and was buried in the Gordon family cemetery 
plot in Edmonton. She willed that her piano be 
given to the Red Deer Gaetz United Church, 
This was done. 

By Marie A. Johnston 











THOMPSON, NORMAN SIDNEY 


| arrived in the Rainy Creek district in the 
fall of 1933, with my parents Mr. & Mrs. Reginald 
Thompson from Detroit, Michigan. After being 
hard pressed by the depression in Detroit, Dad 
found it gratifying to return to his childhood 
district where a living off the land was more 
assured. 

My family took up residence on the east 
quarter of the Thompson Homestead, where we 
resided until my mother’s death in 1936. The 
remaining years of my childhood were spent 
with Grandma Thompson & Uncle Sid on the 
homestead. 

My brother Frank and lattended the Carritt 
school up to grade nine, and if my memory is 
correct, four students were the maximum in my 
grade, and often only two. So today | can tell my 
own children that my class standing was always 
in the top four. In 1934 the boards were ergcted 
for the hockey on the school grounds, and the 
following years the love for hockey was utmost 
(on my ming. Entertainment in those years was 

















Norman and Pegay Thompson 


‘Attendants » Annie Vig and Frankie Thomy 





on = 1948 


Foster Howitts “Hockey Night in Canada” and 
the school boys versus the Bear Cats, who con- 
sisted of the Old Men of the district. | am sure 
that the memories of those games stil linger in 
the minds of many of us. 

In December of 1948 | married Peggy Vig, 
daughter of Oscar and Mary Vig. In 1950 we 
purchased the Oscar Vig homestead west of 
Bentley, where Peggy was born and raised. We 
lived on this farm for six years, then sold it to 
Jack and Ed Anderson. 

We spent several years living in Red Deer, 
before purchasing our hog farm at Eckville, This 
property was originally the Eckville Auction 
Mart. The house had been an old schoo! house, 
and was very small and very cold, but the hog 
barn was large, warm and comfortable. We had 
‘as many as a thousand hogs at one time, so we 
didn’t have to worry about spending too much 
time in the house. 

We have spent the past eleven years ona 
‘small farm east of Red Deer. | was employed for 
many years with Chrysler of Canada, and | am 
now in the carpentry field. Peggy has been em- 
ployed at the Red Deer General Hospital since 
1959, 

We have four children, Judith and Robert, 
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both married and living in Red Deer, and Dou- 
glas and Donna still at home and attending 





school. We are active in the Gaetz United 
Church, and enjoy fishing and camping in our 
leisure time, 


(THOMPSON) PHYLLIS LOUISE CLARK 


On May 30, 1911, Phyllis Louise, youngest 
of the Thompson family was born at the homes- 
tead with the doctor in attendance and Mrs. 
Thomas Bigam, a very close friend and neigh- 
bor, as mid-wife, 

Phyllis took her elementary schooling at the 
Carritt School, and high schoo! training at the 
Bentley High School. Later she completed a 
course in Domestic Science at the Technical 
‘School in Edmonton, and was then employed at 
St. Hilda's School for Girls in Calgary. 

In July of 1941 she married Thomas H. Clark 
of Red Deer. They made their home in Red Deer 
and still reside there. They havea family of three 
= Bruce, Alice-Marie and Graeme. 

Tom owned and operated the Red Deer tron 
Works, one of the oldest places of business in 











Tom and Pholis Clark and far 





Red Deer, until his retiroment when his son, 
Bruce, took over the shop, which has since been 
re-named Clark's Engine Rebuilders. 

Tom and Phyllis both enjoy golfing, and 
Phyllis has won many ladies’ golfing prizes, 
They also enjoy bowling with the Senior Giti- 
zens at the Red Deer Bowladrome. Tom's addi- 
tional interests are gardening, the study of 
astronomy, and he spends many hours 
listening-in_and joining In conversations over 
his radio VES ABN. 


THOMSPON, WILLIAM REGINALD 
By Marie Johnston 

Reginald was born in Worksop, England, on 
January 17, 1900, and came to Canada with his 
parents and three sisters to Red Deer in 1901 
and then to the homestead in the Rainy Creek 
District in 1904 

Reg attended school at the Carritt School 
until Grade VI and then had to discontinueas his 
help was so greatly needed on the farm. Later he 
worked with threshing crews at different loca- 
tions in Alberta, and was employed for one win- 
ter as a cook's helper in a lumbermen’s camp at 
Banff. Regular employment was hard to find in 
those days and as the home farms did not pro- 
duce very well he travelled east in 1922 and 
found work at the Ford car factory in Detroit. 

In June of 1925 he married Beulah Watson 
and they resided in Detroit until the 1929 de- 
pression caused the lay-off of many workers at 
the factory. Reg and Beulah and their threesons 
= Norman, Frank and Ronald - returned to Al- 
berta and lived in the frame house on the N.W, 

4-29-39-1W5. During the winter Reg worked in 
the woods cutting firewood at sixty-seven cents 
a cord. Mather and brother Sid on the adjacent 
homestead farm helped as much as they could, 
but times wore very difficult for everyone at that 
time. 

A daughter Eleanor was born to Reg and 
Beulah in March of 1936 at the Bentley hospi- 
tal, Beulah suffered illheaith and passed away in 
December of that same year. Grandma Watson 
came west and later travelled back east with 
Reg and the baby, leaving the two older boys 
with Grandma Thompson and brother Sid, 
and the youngest boy with Reg’s sister Marie 
and husband Tom until such time as he would 
be able to have his family with him again. 

Reg was employed for many years at the 
Chrysler Car factory in Windsor, Ontario, He 
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Mr, & Mrs. Reg Thompson «1 


married again in 1947 to Ivy Jessop and they had 
a daughter, Barbara, After retirement from the 
Chrysler Factory Reg bought an acreage some 
miles out of Windsor and built and operated a 
self-repair car shop, living in part of the shop 
Until he could have @ house built on the same 
property. 

Reg and Ivy enjoyed a holiday in the West 
with his family in 1974. He passed away sud- 
denly in Windsor in 1977, 


THOMPSON, SIDNEY & OLGA & FAMILY 
By Sidney Thompson 


| arrived on the scene in Red Deer on June 
20, 1904, the second son and sixth child of 
G.W.M, and Martha Thompson. Three months 
later the family moved to the homestead, N.E. 
30-39-1105. 

Although the house wasn't always warm, | 
do remember some years later, sitting close to 
the old cook stove, in a large chair, which was 
made from an old wooden barrel, and was quite 
comfortable and warm. We still have the old 
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barrel chair at our summer cottage although it 
does show signs of wear. 

| did not start attending school until | was 
seven years of age due to the fact | was small in 
stature and in winter the trail to school was quite 
difficult for a short legged boy. 

‘One incident which | still remember was the 
time two of the larger boys picked me up and 
turning me upside down, stuck my head into a 
wash basin of fairly hot water which was sit- 
ting on the large box heater. Outside of scald 
ing my scalp a certain amount, it did no other 
damage 

There was a large spring just a short dis: 
tance from the Carritt school on the old Henry 
Stone farm. In the summer time, we would put 
Our bottles of milk there to cool. Most children at 
that time brought botties of milk to drink with 
their lunches. 

‘One teacher we had was an Irishman by the 
name of William Donaldson. He kept very poor 
order in the classroom, and when we had been 
into some mischief, for punishment we would 
have to carry in so many arms full of cord wood 
which was ricked up a short distance from the 
school. He was also janitor, so this system 
served two purposes, punishing the student and 
saved the janitor considerable hard work 
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GWM, Sid and 





Through Bill Donaldson's term of teaching, we 
all received a thorough grounding in the three 
R's which has been much appreciated 

In early adult years | was catcher for the 
boys baseball team, and although nothing fam- 
ous was accomplished we did have fun. 

‘The years slipped by and as Dad had served 
in World War |, | applied for a quarter of land 
through the Soldier Settlement Board in 1919, 

jst across the road from the homestead. At that 
time farm produce was quite good. By 1922, 
however, prices had dropped drastically and 
Dad decided to go back to his old job on the 
Cable Ship “Restorer” at the West Coast. The 
debt on the farm was not that great although it 
looked like a mountain, and in todays economy, 
would only be loose change. With more courage 
than cash, | took over the farming operations 
and continued until the spring of 1929. Ithought, 
I would take a try at factory work in Detroit 
where my brother Reg was working, so I rented 
the farm to my brother Frank for two years. 








| arrived in Detroit on Good Friday 1929 and 
fortunately was hired on ina branch of the Ford 
Motor Company, building coupe bodies. The 
economy was already poor, and by the following 
spring was terrible. The old homestead started 
to shine brighter as the days went by. Aug. 19301 
said good-bye to the big city of Detroit. | have 
often wondered how my fellow-workmen man- 
aged through the depression years. 

‘The depression continued for some year 
and there never seemed to be any surplus cash 
to do anything but work. My good mather who 
was keeping house for me and never com- 
plained but gave me courage to continue on, 
from early homestead days she had always 
prayed that the day would come, when the farm 
‘would be in good operating condition, and now 
she felt her prayers were being answered. 

Later | mat Olga Lindman, a girl from the 
Burt Lake district. Having lived on the farm all 
her life proved to be the helpmeet | needed to 
‘carry on. We were married on July 25, 1944, 
packed our tent and took off on a holiday 
through Banff and Jasper National Parks in our 
1988 Ford coupe. For the following nineteen 
summers we took our holidays using the same 
tent, although in the intervening years we had 
our two children with us as well. We had no 
thought of being molested by bears or vandals, 
We gradually increased our camping style so we 
now have a motor home. 

Methods of farming have changed dramati: 
cally since the days when asa boy | helped saw 
wood for Carl Hilstad’s steam engine, and as | 
grew older, hauled bundles for the same outfit. 
Some years later | owned my own threshing 
outtit and did custom threshing for about twenty 
years. The last year of threshing we used trac- 
tors and two large racks to haul the bundles 
which had been loaded with a stook loader. 
Even so we found help hard to come by, so 
changed over to combining, 

also did custom grinding, taking my outfit 
to Sylvan Lake once a week where farmers from 
surrounding area brought their grain to be 
ground 

During the years we bought two more quar- 
ters of land formerly owned by the late John 
Steole S.W.%-5-40 and N.W. n32-39-1-5, 

Alter being in the dairy and hog business for 
some years, we decided to sell our machinery 
and rent the land out. The Nelson Brothers have 
farmed the land since the spring of 1970 and we 
have found this very satisfactory. 

















House on farm of G.W.M. Thompson 


‘At one time | served as secretary of the 
Carritt school, also Elder and secretary- 
treasurer of the Rainy Creek United Church, 
also president of the first Young Peoples group. 

‘Some memorable trips we have taken were, 
once travelling to Arizona with Herold Peter- 
sons and Louis Wines, all in motor homes; a trip 
to Sweden, and last Feb. a trip to Honolulu with 
‘our daughter and her two children. Possibly the 
best part of a holiday is when you step on to the 
plane to come home. 

Our daughter Joyce was born March 22, 
1947. She married Jim Megson of Red Deer. She 
has two children and lives in’ Sherwood Park, 

David Axel was born June 26, 1950, He mar- 
ried Bonnie Murray of Sylvan Lake. They have 
two daughters. At the present time they are in 
Nigeria where they are both teaching in a 
teachers college under the World University 
Service of Canada for two years. Life there is 
very primitive. If warid conditions get no worse, 
a trip over there would be very worth while. 

In 1952 a neighbor boy, Wilfred Habekost, 
who was 12 years old, wanted to come to live 
with us as he had five brothers and there wasn't 
enough work for all, and he felt he could contrib- 
Ute to the workforce on our farm. He was as 
faithful a worker as any son and we have been 
truly proud of him, He stayed with us for five 
years, went on to technical schoo! taking Tele- 
communications. After graduating, he worked 
for several years, then got a job teaching at 
S.A\LT. He spent two years teaching in Zambia 
1974-76, 

We are living on Dad's old homestead of 
1904 and actually have much to be thankful for. 


THOMSON, CHARLIE AND EFFIE 
By Sidney Thompson 

Charlie Thomson and his wite, Effie, came 

from Flora, Indiana, U.S.A. to the Rainy Creek 





Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Thomson and family 


district in 1908 and settled on the N.W. 21-99-1- 
5. Previous to this, Charlie had been a druggist 
but was capable of putting his hand to any kind 
of work, 

‘The Thomsons were the first people in the 
Rainy Creek district to own a piano and many of 
the girls in the area got their start in music there. 

‘Awell was drilled and the house was builtin 
such a manner that the water pump was inside 
the house, with the water tank for the cattle just 
outside. One day a very sad accident happened 
when their young son, Jamie, fell nto the water 
tank. Effie was home alone at the time and the 
nearest phone was at Danes, which was half a 
mile away. To get help, she carried her little son 
to Danes hoping to revive him but all efforts 
were unsuccessful. A couple of days later Mrs. 
‘Thomson gave birth toasecond son, whom they 
named Sidney. With the shock of losing their 
first-born, the Thomsons felt they could not live 
in that house with those memories, so decided 
to move back to Indiana, after having lived in this 
district for four years, and Jamie's body was 
exhumed and taken to Indiana 

In Flora they purchased eighty acres of land 
and a drug store. The railway passed through 
their property, which left them with only a large 
lawn, The drug store became a prosperous ven- 
ture, Their son, Sidney, married and lived just a 
mile away with his son and two daughters. 

Effie Thomson kept in touch with Mrs. Fred 
Nelson, and ina letter written in 1972, stated that 
she had just obtained a new driver's license at 
the age of ninety years and was driving twenty- 
five miles to do her shopping. At the time this 
letter was written, Charlie Thomson had been 
deceased for twelve years and Sidney for two 
years, 
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THORP, FRANK AND LENA 
By Wilfrid Thorp 

Frank W. Thorp came to Bentley about 1903 
and was in partnership with Archie Putland in a 
trading post, which was later sold and the part- 
nership dissolved. Frank then jained his brother, 
Percy, ina garage business, handling oil whole- 
sale and trucking freight from Lacombe. They 
also operated the first electric light plant in 
town 

Frank married Lena Hayward of Los An: 
geles, California and they raised three children, 
William (Bill), Eileen (Tiss) and Phyllis. The 
children were all born in Bentley and Bill is now 
retired and living in Vancouver, B.C. Eileen mar- 
ried Norman Garnett of Calgary. She is now a 
widow and living in San Francisco, California. 
Phyllis married Max Gibson of Bentley and they 
lived at Stavely, where Max was secretary treas- 
urer of the municipality, Phyllis died and is bur- 
ied at Stavely 

Frank (Cappy) was very interested in Ama~ 
teur Dramatics and produced several plays with 
all local talent, in the early days. 

When Frank and Percy dissolved their part- 
nership, Frank carried on with the oil wholesale 
business until he and Lena moved to Victoria. 
‘They didn't stay long there and moved back to 
Calgary where Lona passed away. Frank worked 
for Motor Car Supply of Calgary until his death 
and both he and Lena are buried in Calgary. 


THORP, HERBERT AND LULU 
By Wilfrid Thorp 

Herbert Thorp came to Canada from Kent, 
England, to Toronto and Winnipeg in 1901 and 
then returned to England until 1903. Then the 
call of the west brought him back to work with 
the Hudson’s Bay Co. in Calgary. In 1904 he 
came to Bentley to a partnership with Archie 
Putland and Frank Thorp and in 1905 took 
charge of the branch store in Rimbey. 

January 1, 1908 he married Lulu Reeke 
Wiese, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. William Wiese of 
Wieseville - now Aspen Beach 

They sold their interest in the firm of Pu- 
tland and Thorp in 1912, made a trip to England 
and returned to Bentley in 1914. Bert went intoa 
partnership with John and Clarence Damron, 
who operated a butcher shop, and later pur- 
chased the business and added a bakery, which 
Lulu operated in conjunction with the meat 
market. They continued there until Bert's death 








jn 1932 and then sold the business to Fred Marri 
ott. 


Bert and Lulu had four sons, Percy, Wilfrid, 
Albert and Ralph and a daughter, Marie. Percy 
‘and Marie passed away early in life and are bur- 
ied in the Rimbey cemetery. 

Wilfrid, the eldest of the family, was raised 
in Bentley and attended the Oxford school 
there. He attended the Institute of Technology 
and Art in Calgary and then worked with his 
parents in the meat market and bakery. He later 
went into partnership with Eugene Blish, estab- 
lishing the Thorp and Blish garage, which was 
later sold to Wm. Peterson, He married Beatrice 
Saint, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Mitchell Saint of 
Bentley, January 1, 1982. He served overseas in 
the Army for five years and after returning to 
Bentley was appointed Postmaster there, a posi 
tion he held for twenty-two years, retiring to 
Victoria, B.C. in 1970, 


Albert, the second son, was born and raised in 
Bentley, He attended Oxford school in Bentley, 
Lacombe High School and University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, where he received his degree in 
Pharmacy. He married Bertha Adamson, daugh- 
ter of Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Adamson, and later had 
rug stores in Big Valley, Provost and Wainw- 
right, all in Alberta. These were sold and the 
family moved to Calgary, later retiring in Ver- 
non, B.C., where they still live. 

‘Ralph Thorp was born and raised in Bentley 
and attended Oxford school there. He drove a 
truck for Dave Schumaker for a while and then 
went to Ma-Me-O Beach, at Pigeon Lake, and 
‘went in to partnership with Alex Shewan, oper- 
ating a garage and service station and he later 
bought out Alex. He joined the Royal Canadian 
Air Force and served at Queen Charlotte Island 
land overseas until the end of the war. He mar- 
fied Jean Zeluf, daughter of Ted and Alice Zelut 
They returned to Ma-Me-O Beach and operated 
fa service station and coin wash until Ralph's 
death In 1971 

Herbert Thorp was very active with all com- 
munity projects, such as Red Cross, Board of 
Trade, Modern Woodmen of America and was 
seoretary-treasurer of Oxford schoo! district for 
‘many years. 

Herbert and Lulu ran a delivery service of 
meat and baking to Aspen Beach and Brown- 
low’s Landing summer resort cottage owners. 

‘After selling the business to Fred Marriott, 
Lulu opened a Ladies Ready-to-Wear store, 








from which she later retired and passed away in 
January, 1967 

The father and mother of Herbert, Frank 
and Percy were William Edward and Charlotte 
Thorp. William passed away in England in 1917 
and is buried there, The three sons then brought 
their mother to a home built for her in Bentley, 
where she lived until her passing in 1935. She is. 
buried in the Bentley cemetery. 


THORP, PERCY AND HANNAH (ANNE) 
By Wilfrid Thorp 

Percy and Anne came to Bentley on April 3, 
1914, He built the first general garage in April, 
1914, on the lot where Dr. Henry's office later 
stood. The garage was burned in 1916, when the 
whole south side of the main street burned, and 
he rebuilt at the comer just west of the original 
site, 

Percy and his brother, Frank, installed the 
first distribution of electric lights in Bentley. 
‘These were on from dusk untit midnight, unless 
there was a dance or special event being held 
and then they stayed on until one o'clock. 

‘The brothers established a trucking service 
for freight between Bentley and Lacombe and 
also had North Star wholesale oil and gas. The 
{garage was sold in the mid 1930's. 

Percy and Anne were active in church work, 
dramatics and Anne contributed much to the 
community with her singing. They moved to Ed- 
monton, then Grande Prairie and eventually to 
Vietoria, B.C. to retire. 

One son, Robert, was born in Bentley and 
took his schooling there and in Lacombe. He 
went to work with his parents at Grande Prairie. 
He married Elsie Skocdopole and then worked 
formany years for Pan American Airwaysat Los 
Angeles, California, where he passed away sud- 
denly. 

Percy, Anne and Robert are all buried in 
Bontley. 





TIENHAARA, JOHN AND ELSIE 
By Arne Koski 

John and Elsie Tienhaara came from Van- 
couver in 1931 or 1932. They had a coffee shop 
there and John wasa west coast logger, but with 
the depression and as they were getting up in 
years, they decided to come to Alberta so John 
bought a section of land from the C.P.R. for a 
dollar per acre down payment. As it was all 
heavy timber my dad suggested that he ask the 
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G.P.R, to change the sales agreement from a 
section to a quarter and, if remember correctly, 
John went to see Percy Duffield, who was a 
Notary Public in Sylvan Lake, and he wrote to 
the C.P.R. for him and they agreed to do that, 

In 1937, during the Spanish Civil War, Mr. 
Tienhaara came to our place and asked if | 
would bring dad's team and cut his thirty-nine 
acres of wheat. John had a binder and one 
horse. The binder was an old Deering with a 
right-hand cut and a three-horse evener. It had 
good canvasses and, with a few adjustments on 
the knotter, it worked fairly well 

Mr. Tienhaara had bought an old wooden 
grain separator from Ole Solberg, Itwas in good 
shape as Ole had overhauled it and John also 
had an old two-cylinder Hart Parr tractor. So 
with the help of Steve and Betty Krompocker we 
threshed Tienhaara’s and Krompocker’s five 
stacks. Steve knew how to start and line the 
tractor with the separator so everything went 
OK. 

Both the Tienhaaras passed away in the 
1950's but | am not sure of the exact year. They 
were good-hearted, nice, honest people. They 
lived about four and one-half miles south east 
along the north shore of Sylvan Lake from the 
Koski farm, which was on Section 3-40-2-5, 


‘TRIMBLE, GUY 
By Harry B. Hansen 


The Trimbles bought and occupied the farm 
originally known as the "Court Farm”, which 
was the Si 12-40-1-WS, They lived here from 
about the mid 1930's to the mid 1940's. Wm. 
Leiske followed them on this place. Guy and Ina 
had two boys and one girl. The oldest boy, Ri- 
chard, attended the Gull Lake School, The Trim- 
bles soon became highly respected neighbors, 
attending picnics and social events that were 
held in our rural district 

Both Guy and Ina were hard workers, 
Though not too experienced in farming, they 
raised good crops and prospered as one might 
inthe "Hungry Thirties”. remember them trying 
to make their 1928 coupe do the job after their 
family have outgrown it. 

Guy purchased the quarter of land to the 
east of their home place, and expanded his op- 
erations. 

However, he decided there must be an eas- 
jer way to make a living. He went away to the 
U.S.A to take a course in baking. He soon sold 
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his farm and equipment. Being an American citi- 
zen, he went to Seattle to enter the baking busi 
ness 

‘Some of us have heard from them periodi- 
cally, but it has been quite awhile 


TURNBULL, JOHN, ( 
TINA, (TINA) 

John and Tina Turnbull and theirson David, 
who was then 214 years old, immigrated to Can- 
ada from Scotland in 1926. 

They worked for Henry Young of Millet,Al- 
berta, and Charlie Abbot of the Canyon distirct, 
They then rented farm land from Joe McNeil, in 
the Westbranch district 

In 1935 they bought a farm 414 mites north of 
Bentley, formerly owned by Sam Nicholson. 

By this time they had two moresons, Robert 
and Jack. Tom, the youngest boy, was born in 
Bentley 

All four boys attended Outlet School. Jack 
and Tom also went to school in Bentley 

John put in a lot of work, clearing brush 
land by hand. 

They lived in the old house which was on 
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the farm, | recall Tina telling about pasting oil 
cloth on the walls for a little better appearance 
and warmth, 


In 1944 they built a new house. As John was 
a gardener by trade they naturally had a beauti- 
ful yard. It was just like a park, Tina also had a 
‘green thumb" for plants and flowers 





John was a member of the UF.A. and the 
Royal Canadian Legion. He was a veteran of the 
First World War. 

Tina was an active member of the United 
Church in Bentley, and the U.C.W. She was a 
charter member of the Legion Ladies Auxiliary. 
She belonged to the Senior Citizens Choir. She 
took a great interest in the Town and Country 
Fair, every year entering baking, canned goods, 
and vegetables, and always getting quite a few 
first prizes. 

John was active in farming until his death in 
4955, Tina and her youngest son, Tom, carried 
on the farming, Tom later bought the ferm. He 
married the former Sandra Wilkins. They livedin 
the house and Tina moved into a trailer in the 
yard, She lived there until moving to the Senior 








Wood sawing crew ot John Turnbull form «1933 


Citizens Apartments in Bentley, where she re- 
sided until her death in 1978. 

‘Tom and Sandra are still on the farm. They 
have three children: Tim, Kerry, and Jay, who 
are all attending schoo! in Bentley, 

David worked with his dad on the farm after 
he finished school. He joined the Canadian 
‘Army in 1942 and served 2% years. After the war 
he returned home and bought a farm 3 miles 
north of Bentley. formerly owned by Mert Chal 
land. He married the former Joyce Palmer in 
1949. They farmed there until 1955, at which 
time the farm was rented out to his brother, 
Jack, and Gordon Beranek. In 1957 he sold the 
farm to Alvin Freeman and bought an acreage 
bordering the Village of Bentley, from Louise 
Holmen. He started a trucking business in 1962 
which he operated for fourteen years. In 1971 he 
built the May Day Mobile Home Park on the 
acreage. 

He sold the trucking business to Charlie 
Cummins in 1976 and sold the trailer park in 
1977 to Robert Mullaly. 

Dave and Joyce have four children: Rod- 


ney, Bradley, Janice, and Randy. Rodney is 
married to the former Laverne Sevigny. They 
have two children, Kandace and Angie. 

Rodney has been in the plumbing business 
for the past ten years. Bradley is in Commercial 
Painting. Janice works for the Alberta Parks, 
They all live in Bentley. Randy, the youngest, 
picked hockey asa career and has been living in 
Portland, Oregon 

John S, Turnbull was born Sept. 1, 1931, on 
a farm west of Lacombe. He was raised on afarm 
4% miles north of Bentley. His schooling was 
taken at Outlet School. As a young man he first 
worked in logging camps, He then apprenticed 
as aplumber under Gordon Beranek. He bought 
the plumbing business in 1982. On June5, 1954, 
he married Cecile Swanson, who had come to 
Bentley from Edmonton to work asa hairdresser 
for Agnes Palmer. Jack and Cecile have four 
children:- Christine Jean, born Feb. 13, 1958; 
Perry John, born March 9, 1959, Shane Thomas, 
born Nov. 21, 1960, and Deanna Dawn, born 
Mar. 7, 1966. Jean married Len Landry June 14, 
1980. Their son was born Aug, 22, 1981. He was 

























530 


named Brett Leonard, and was the first grand- 
child for Jack and Cecile. Perry now lives in St 
Louis, Mo. and plays hockey for the St. Louis 
Blues. 

‘Shane is living at home and presently drives 
truck for Luke’s Cartage in Red Deer. 

Deanna Is attending grade 10 at Bentley 
High School. Her interests include reading and 
sports 

Jack is now in partnership under the name 
of D. & J. Contracting. 

Cecile works at the Bentley General 
Hospital 


Reminiscing 


When evening shadows steal across the valley 
‘And twinkling stars peep through the misty 
haze, 

(Once more | travel memory’s land, then tarry 
To live again those happy childhood days. 


‘Our wants were few, our mode of living simple 
Yet we were happy, carefree and content, 
We'd wander miles to pick a wildflower 
bouquet 

‘And revel in the woodland’s magic scent 





When springtime turned to summer, we 
thought of outings 

Nostalgic memories - they linger with me still 
‘The Sunday School picnics down at 
Bucklands 
The sports and 





.oes at the Vertesh Hill 





Through the windows of the years they 
beckon to me 

"Come and paddle” where the water's clear 
and cool. 

Eager voices fill the alr up at the “Cobble’ 
Where elusive minnows play in shady pools. 


A hive of activity the swimming poo! presented 
‘As mermaids five to fifty learned to swim. 

We listened with respect to the instructor 

[As he repeated, with each stroke, "keep up 
your chin’. 


Down Memory's Lane there is a well-worn 
pathway 

I ove to travel down the trail alone. 

When | return | feol refreshed and happy 
I've visited with my ‘ain folk’ way back home. 


Written by Tina Turnbull - 1955 


UHLIG 
By Margaret Rimbey Moore 


This information is taken from a tape made 
for me by my uncle, Grover Robson, on Sep- 
tember 1, 1970, and from another tape made by 
Emma Uhlig, in January 1978, and from stories 
told to me by Elsie Robson 

Edward Uhlig came to the Beritley district in 
1899, Edward and his wife Annie were both born 
in Germany. They were married there and had at 
least four children, Annie, Margaret Katherine, 
Elsie and Otto, born there before they came to 
‘America in about 1882. On the way over a baby 
girl died and was buried at sea. They came toa 
litle town in Nebraska, named Beemer, where 
there was a German settlement. Four more 
children, Carl, Emma, Fred, and William, were 
born there. Mrs, Uhlig milked cows, and they 
took butter and eggs to town and traded for 
groceries which were often in big barrels in the 
stores. 

Edward bought part interest in a saloon, 
and also filed on a homestead where he had to 
live during the summerin order to prove uponit 
In the fall when he went back to the saloon, it 
was locked up and the partner and the money 
were both gone. So that was the end of the 
saloon business. They also lived on afarm south 
of another little Nebraska town called Pender, 
but Edward wasn't a good farmer because he 
had been a butcher and a miller in Germany and 
he didn’t know farming. He raised nice horses 
but Annie and the children always did the milk- 
ing. 





Annie died in March, 1899. The three oldest 
girls were already married. Then Edward 
brought the rest of the family to Canada be 
‘cause he wanted to get land for his sons. They 
shipped everything that they owned in a box car 
to Lacombe, which wasn’t much then, but Emma 
remembers the Immigration Hall and the store. 
Edward must have made the land arrangements 
ahead of time, because they unloaded their be- 
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longings, hitched the horses to the wagon, 
loaded kids and belongings in, and were on their 
way. There were no roads, just a kind of a trail, 
and by the time they got south of Gull Lake it 
was getting late and it was dark, and they didn't 
know where they were going. They saw a litle 
square of light which proved to be from a win- 
dow. Emma recalls, “Pa hollered and yoo- 
hooed, and people came out, and asked us in, 
and we stayed all night. The people were named 
Eversole, and had three girls, one about my age, 
was twelve, These people were just so nice to 
us. They said, “You can just stay here.” They 
went with Pa and helped him cut logs and build 
our house. We must have stayed there a month 
Until the house was finished, Then we moved in. 
(On the way to our house we had to cross the 
Blindman, and there was no bridge. | still re- 
member the day that we moved in because there 
were a lot of prairie chickens. Before we got to 
our place, we stopped kind of up on a hill, and 
‘we shot some of them and they were really good 
to eat. We mostly lived on them | guess, them 
and rabbits. But we went fishing too and would 
hang fish on the north side of the house and they 
would freeze solid, It was years before | had an 
apple to eat in Canada, We had chokecherries 
land saskatoons and a few dew berries, and can 
remember walking miles and miles to find some 
wild raspberries, Those were hard times. We had 
no money and | don’t how we ever lived, but | 
guess we didn't know any different. 

The place where they lived was where Ern: 
est Holman lives today. There was no road, and 
they cut across Stephenson's yard to get to their 
place. Emma says, “Mrs. Stephenson was so 
{good to us. We used to call her ‘Grandma’. She 
often had us over for dinner on Sunday and she 
always made a cake with frosting on it. We didn’t 
have that at our house, because there was just 
Paand me and the four boys, two older than me, 
and two younger 

The eldest girl, Annie Uhlig, never came to 
Canada because she was married before the 
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others came, and she never saw her family again 
after they left Nebraska 

Margaret Katherine Uhlig, called Katie, 
married Jim Robson, so her story is with the 
Robsons 

Elsie Uhlig married Hugo Jugel, a German 
from the same part of Nebraska where the Uh~ 
ligs lived, in a double wedding with Katie and 
Jim Robson, They homesteaded one summer, 
near Lacombe, with the Jim Robsons, then they 
homesteaded the quarter, north of where Boots 
live today. But they didn’t stay long, then they 
went back to the States again. 

(Otto Uhlig never married, He homesteaded 
the quarter SW 28-40-1-5 west of Bentley 
where Boots now live. After Otto's father died 
in 1927, he bought his father's place and lived 
there, which is the Holmen land. Later on, he 
lost almost half a foot in a threshing machine 
accident so he always had difficulty walking 
after that. When he was old and living alone 
fone winter, his neighbors found him with 
frostbitten hands and feet, He was taken to the 
Bentley hospital. Because he couldn't live 
alone any more, and because there were no 
hursing homes, then, he was taken to the 
Ponoka Mental Hospital where he lived until 
his death there. 

‘Carl Uhlig homesteaded the quarter on the 
south side of his father’s land. In February 1909, 
he went to Yellowstone, then to Twin Falls, 
Idaho, then sold his Canadian land and never 
came back 





Otto Unig 








Emma Uhlig, born in 1887, is still living in 
Oregon, She was 12 when she came to Canada 
and kept house for her father and the boys. She 
remembers a lot about Bentley, or what there 
was of it then. The first dance she went to was 
with Al Stephenson, Mabel Miles and George 
Stephenson. They went in a big bob sled, and 


when she got there she didn't know how to 
dance, but thinks that she caught on pretty fast 
‘And Jabez McPherson took her to dances some- 
times, and she danced with Bert DeGroff, Frank 
‘Thorp and Ben Hicks too, She remembers riding 
horseback to Snake Lake to ride in a boat, and 
says that the name of the lake was changed. We 
think that it must be Sylvan Lake from the des- 
cription that she gives. Emma's best friend was 
Bessie Whitesell and she was Bessie’s brides 
maid. 

‘A fellow named Ed Trobough came to work 
for aman named Shirkey and eventually Ed mar- 
ried Emma Uhlig and they lived on C.P.R. land, 
four miles west of Bentley, where Bergesons live 
now. Then, for Philo and Maggie Slaughter, Tro 
bough bullt the fancy log house with the bay 
window, which became such a land mark. Tro- 
boughs lived there and thelr daughter Margaret, 
was born there in 1908. They raised wheat there 
and sold it for twenty five cents a bushel. Tro- 
bough hauled the wheat away incold weatherin 
winter and Emma remembers waiting for him to 
‘come home after dark, and going outside to 
listen to hear if his outfit was coming home. 
Emma remembers "sweet littie Dorothy on the 
white horse” who is now Dorothy Hopkins. The 
Troboughs left Ganada in 1910 and Emma has 
never been back. After the death of her first 
husband Emma married Charles DeGroot 

Fred Uhlig, known as Fritz, helped his Dad 
but never homesteaded for himself. He married 
Mildred Willetts from Leedale and they lived 
around Edmonton. After the children grew up 
they parted and Fred went back to the States. 

William Uhlig, called Bill, married Mary 
Knoepfii from Syivan Lake. They lived around 
Bentley, then spent several years at Whitelaw, 
Alberta, before their deaths. Their son, Wilfred, 
still lives there. 

Edwin Solberg very kindly wrote this story 
about the UHLIG family. 

The Uhlig family came in the very early 
1900's, but I can't tell the year. They settled on a 
quarter S.W. 20-41-1-5 where, with hard work, 
they put up a set of buildings and cleared the 
land. | remember the old man but his wife | 
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cannot. The boys Otto and Bill helped farm. 

One time, before there was any bridge 
across the Blindman river, Otto was crossing at 
a ford down river from where the bridge is now. 
The water was so high that the horses, a white 
team, hooked to a wagon and box, lost their 
footing and floated down the river and drowned, 
Otto was lucky enough to get to the bank and 
save himself, This was quite a loss, as an outfit 
like that was hard to come by 

Otto got his own land SW 28-40-1-5 on 
which he put up a set of buildings and started 
farming on his own, He never married, He had a 
Belgian stallion, and served many mares. Otto 
liked his horses, and he had a number of the 
biggest and fattest Belgian horses | ever saw. He 
broke them all himself. He also raised lots of 
sheep and hogs. 

He bought a new Titan 10-20 tractor, and 
Aultman Taylor 22-36 threshing machine, from 
the Garties Bros. machinery agents in Bentley, 
This cost him $1800.00. This was a novel thresh~ 
ing rig, as the others were big steam outfits. 
Allred and Ed Harstad had a Case steamer, and 
1 36-48 Case thresher, as did George Cum- 
mings. Olger and Julius Johnson had a 45-90 
Mogul Kerosene tractor and a 36-48 separator. 
John and Oscar Vig had a Port Huron steamer, 
and a Gar Scot 96-48 separator. Walter Steven” 
son also had a Rumiey Oil Pull big tractor and 
big separator. So, it was an oddity that so small 
an outfit could operate. Otto threshed in the 
Lockart country as well as west of Bentley, 
When he acquired this outfit in 1919, Sig Bjorn- 
son was the tractor man, and Otto ran the separ- 
ator. 

One time, he was on top of the separator, 
oiling, when he noticed that the blower belt was 
slipping, so he was in a hurry to get down to 
tighten the belt. But, the trap door over the 
blower slipped away, and poor Otto fell into the 
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blower and broke his legs. Just lucky the belt 
was loose so he saved his life. He was taken to 
the Lacombe hospital for the rest of the fall. | 
was in the hospital for six days at the same time 
with tonsilitis, and | can attest to the suffering 
Otto went through. His legs were saved, how- 
ever he limped the rest of his lite. 

Otto sold his home to John and Gertie Er- 
ickson, and also another quarter he had, NE 
30-40-1-5, to Gus Haarstad, and took over the 
old home place where he farmed until his pass- 
ing. 

He was a very kind man and helped many 
people. 

‘One winter day | noticed no smoke in his 
chimney, which we could see from our home. So 
went up and knocked at the door and he ans- 
wered from upstairs where | found him sick in 
bed with his feet frozen. Herold Peterson and | 
took him to the doctor and hospital in Bentley. 

| remember Bill Unlig from his violin play- 
ing, and also his team of perfectly matched sor- 
rel horses. This team he drove on the cutter in 
the winter and the top buggy in the summer. He 
also hauled grain and bundles with this team. 
Bill married and left for Blue Sky in the Peace 
River country where he and his wife homes- 
teaded. 

‘And so, the Uhlig family helped make Ben- 
tley district from a place in the wilderness to the 
modern district we take for granted today. 
Thanks to them, and may they rest in peace. 


UNITED CHURCH 


In the year 1899, the settiers in the Blindman 
Valley gathered at the log house of Guy Holmes 
for their first Church Service. According to the 
records, this was in the Methodist tradition with 
Rev. William Haggith as preacher. This same 
Rev. Haggith is also given credit for organizing 
and ‘sparking’ the building of the first Log 
Church, if we are to believe a press clipping of 
ancient vintage 

‘The next fall, in the year 1900, Mr. Wm. C. 
Cooper was assigned the Blindman Valley for 
his Mission Field, He was jointly sponsored by 
both Methodist and Presbyterian Churches. Mr, 
Cooper wrote thus of his impressions of his arri- 
val in Bentley 

‘Atter spending the night at the Lacombe 
Parsonage, the minister there, Rev. H.G. Cairns, 
hitched up a team of young ponies to a light 
democrat and, after eight hours over muskeg 
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and forest trails, we arrived at the Bentley Log 
Store. This was the only building where Bentley 
now stands. Without much ado, my trunk was 
put off at the store. “This is your mission,” Me, 
Cairns said, pointing to the valley of wild grass, 
muskeg, and some distant log houses. He then 
drove off. | stood alone with the storekeeper, 
Major McPherson - a little old man who had 
played a drum at the battle of Gettysburg. Dur- 
ing the following days Mr. McPherson and | 
spent much time together and became good 
friends." 

‘AL first, Mr. Cooper held meetings in tog 
houses and then, according to his account, it 
was decided to build a Log Church, He said “I 
asked each settler to bring one or two logs to the 
five-acre site which had been donated by Mr. 
McPherson.” Somehow, the settlers took time 
off from the demanding chores of homesteading 
to each bring their quota of logs to the clearing, 
By early spring of 1901 the lttie log church was 
begun ~ with all the people working together 
regardless of denomination, 

Me. Cooper wrote of the grand opening of 
the Log Church in November, 1901, in these 
words: 

“The farmer sottlers came from all dire 

















Rev, A.D. Miller and his Young Men's Class - 1916 











tions on stone boats, fearing to tackle the mus: 
keg with wagons. Men, women, and some 
children filled the little log temple and all sat 
crowded on the floor. The homemade seats 
were not ready by this time. | played the organ, 
led the singing, prayed, andiried to speak. In the 
midst of the service, while | was earnestly speak- 
ing of the little church back home of which this 
new Log Church of Bentley was to be in the 
Apostolic Succession, | stopped - and soon we 
were all shedding tears, Crying, yes, for the joy 
of worshipping together in this little log church 
inthe Blindman Valley so very far away from our 
former homes. 

‘Some of the first men to preach were not 
ordained ministers. Mr. Cooper was a teacher; 
others were simply entitled ‘young men whom 
the Conference is permitted to employ’ and 
some were called ‘probationers 

In the year 1910 it was felt that a bigger and 
more suitable building was necessary to meet 
the religious needs of the Bentley congregation. 
‘Thus, under the capable leadership of Mr. Ar- 
chie Putland, the Brick Church was built. Still 
the Log building was used and became known 
as the Club Room. Rev. Oliver Mann was minis- 
ter at the time of bullding the Brick Church, 

















Back row -L to R- Paul Garris, Jim Miler, Eugene Biish ing, Joe Damron, Win. MeKiligan, Campbell 
Mier, Fred Chapman, Roy Hutton, Arthur Putland, Cecil Polina, Art Ebergen, Bain Hutton, Jack Nelson, Roy 
Kiligan, Bob Hansen, Harry Hansen, Lee Siler, Ralph Morison. 

ww L to R- dohn Whitesell, Fronk Thorp, Percy Thorp, Archie Putlond, Rev. A.D, Miller, Wil 
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CGT. closs - 1928 - 29 
Back row +L vances Wyatt, Lilian Hunter, Mary 
Duyer, Helen Wiltse, Mary Rae, Fern Surrat, Claudine 
Dobbs 

Front row-L to R Mrs. Moores, Evelyn Renschler, Mary 





Kent, Helen Damron, Vera Dus 








which was later to be known affectionately as 
the Old Brick Church. In 1925 this Methodist 
Church, at Church Union, became part of the 
United Church of Canada 

By 1945 moreroom was needed anda frame 
Club Room was built at the south end and con- 
nected to the brick church, and the old log 
church was demolished. This new building was 
much used as the centre of all church-related 
activities, 

In 1950 the manse, which had stood at the 
west side of the church property since being 
built about 1906, was sald and moved to a lot a 
couple blocks north for a private resident, The 
house built by Dr. Henry on the corner south of 
the church was purchased and has been used as 
‘a manse since. 

By 1960, more room for Sunday School 
classes was needed so the frame club room was 
moved and a new cement building, with bas 
ment Sunday School rooms, was built on the 
site of the former manse. This is the present 
Christian Education Building. 

‘The Brick Church continued as a place of 
worship until 1965. In that year the Board of the 
Church decided the Brick structure should be 
torn down and replaced by a more modern edi- 
fice. While construction of the present day 
building was carried on, the congregation was 
invited to worship in the Adventist Church in the 
Village. By late 1965 completion of our new 
church was accomplished anda service of Dedi 
cation was held February 6, 1968. Rev. DB. 
Johnson, President of Alberta Conference in 
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1965, was special speaker, with Rev. Ken Wood, 
minister of the Charge, conducting the service. 
In January, 1966, on the closing of their 
church, the Rainy Creek Congregation was wel- 
comed into the Bentley Congregation 
Ministers who have served the Bentley Con: 
gregation over the years 
3901- Wm. C, Cooper 
1904 - 1905 Ernest J. Tate (probably a student 
Minister) 
3905 - 1907 Rev. H. J. Johnson (helped in build- 
ing the first manse) 
1907 - 1909 Rev. P. H, Neville 
1909 - 1911 Rev. Oliver E. Mann 
1911 - 1913 Rev, Henry Haddon 
1913 - 1914 Rev. Winfield 
1914 - 1915 Rev. Chauncey 
4915 - 1918 Rev. A. D. Miller 
1918 - 1921 Rov. J, M. Fawcett 
1921 - 1925 Rev. J. H. Nightingale 
1925 - 1928 Rev. Ernest J. Tate 
1928 - 1929 Rev. D. Howarth 
1929 - 1932 Rev. W. J. Moores 
1932 - 1936 Rev. J, C. MacLennan 
1936 - 1940 Rev. C. A. Warren 
1940 - 1945 Rev. H. Ricker 
1945 - 1950 Rev. C. C. Armstrong 
1950 - 1957 Rev. BH. Thackeray 
1957 - 1962 Rev. Oliver C. Seward 
1962 - 1967 Rev. Kenneth M, Wood 
1967 - 1971 Rev. Steve Hamilton 
4971 - 1973 Rev. Bob Hetherington 
1973 - 1978 Rev. Walter Coulton 
1979 - 1981 Rev. Kermit Eutin 
1981 Rey. Bill Barkwell 
‘The first Ladies Aid was organized in Ben- 
tley by Rev. HR. Haddon in 1911, Mrs. H. R. 
Haddon was the first President and Miss Edna 
Hutchison was the first secretary. One of their 
first projects was to publish a cookbook, 
In 1915, the WMS. was organized by Mrs. 
A. D. Miller, wife of the minister, and during that 
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same year Rev. Miller organized a men's group, 
with about twenty-five members 

A very successful C.G.I.T. was organized by 
‘Mrs. Miller with a school teacher, Miss Roscoe, 
as leader. Assistant leader was Mrs. Bertha 
Miles and there were eleven or twelve members. 

A note in the minutes of the Ladies Aid in 
1918 stated that a Thanksgiving supper was to 
be held. Charges were to be $.35 for adults and 
$.20 for children, In 1922 it was noted that 
charges had been raised to $.50 for adults and 
$.25 for children. 

The name of the Ladies Ald was later 
changed to Woman's Ass'n, and still later to 
United Church Women, 

During the year of 1975, in keeping with the 
50th Anniversary Celebration of the United 
Church of Canada, the Bentley U.C.W. had 
three projects. The first was a tea and entertain 
ment for the Bentley Senior Citizens and held in 
the lower hall of the United Church, The second 
was an Anniversary Float, which was entered in 
the Bentley Country Fair and Parade and won 
first prize and the third project was the the pur- 
chase of fifteen New Testaments, “Good News 
for Modern Man”, which were presented to the 
church, to be placed in the pews. 





WOOD, REV. KEN, 

By Ken Wood 

It was midsummer 1962 that Marian and 
Ken Wood and family moved to Bentley, “The 
Model Village”, We occupied a very fine house, 
the United Church Manse. Just a block away on 
fa prominent corner of the main street was a 
beautiful red brick chuch building, surrounded 
on two sides by Christian Education Buildings. 
‘There we joined with the congregation in its 
Christian endeavors in the Blindman Valley and 








district. We found the people friendly and re- 


sponsive to our efforts. 

In due course the old brick church building 
became inadequate for the work the congrega- 
tion had to do. And so a new church building 
arose on the spot where the original church had 
stood for years. 

1965 was the year the new church was com- 
pleted and dedicated "To The Glory of God’ 
‘What a joy it was to be minister there, Itwould be 
fitting to mention all those who joined in that 
while building program. For fear of missing 
some may | just say- "The people had a mind to 
work. 





URICH FAMILY 


Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Urich, with Charlie's 
nephew, Martin White, and her daughter by a 
former marriage, Eva Austin, came from Sparta, 
Wisconsin to the Rainy Creek district in July, 
1901. They settled on the west side of the district 
on SW section 7, T40, R1, WS, where Gerald 
Wilson now resides. Eva Austin married Ervin 
Stanley in December 1908, and a few years later 
moved to Faust, Alberta. Their children were 
Austin, Iden, Joe, Ervin, Evie, and Bertha. The 
Urich family took an active part in the life of the 
district. Church services were held in their home 
before the church building was erected, and 
Mrs, Urich was a charter 1906 member of the 
Rainy Creek Ladies Aid. Mrs. Urich passed away 
in July, 1910, and in June 1911 Mr. Urich married 
Laura Jane Henderson, a former teacher at the 
‘Stephenson school. They had two sons, Hend- 
‘erson and Newman. The Urich family moved toa 
farm near Gleichen in 1917, and later to the 
Grande Prairie district finally settling at Hythe. 
Newman died in 1945 and Mr. Urich in May, 1951 
at the age of 92 years. Mrs. Urich diedin Grande 
Prairie, in her 90's in 1970. 








VAN HEEREN, GEORGE AND ELSIE 
By Elsio Van Heeren 


My parents, Mr. & Mrs. D.M. Yarbough, to- 
gether with their family of four girls and three 
oys, came to Canada from Gonzales, Texas in 
1919. | was the second youngest at the age of 
six. We arrived in Calgary November 9, 1919, 
moving to Red Deer before Christmas. The 
snow and ice was all new to us and Christmas 
was different too, with a tree and the decora- 
tions and all the things that go with a Canadian 
Christmas, 

We moved to a farm in the Ridgewood dis~ 
trict in the spring of 1920. This was about twelve 
miles south-east of Sylvan Lake and I started to 
school at Ridgewood in the fall of 1920. Dad 
used horses to farm and for travelling. We grew a 
lot of our own food and Mother sewed most of 
our clothes. 

Later we moved to the Sunset Hill district, 
on the Wine home farm about four miles trom 
Sunset Hill school and | finished my schooling 
there and then worked for some of the neigh= 
bors in the district 

George Van Heeren and | were married in 
1931 and had a family of four girls and one son. 
They all attended Bentley school at one time or 
another, We lived in different districts and one 
year in Bentley, 1942-43, while George was in 
the army. When he was discharged, we bought 
the Albert Wiancko farm west of Bentley and 
lived there until the time of George's death and 
he family and I stayed on for several years after, 
that 

My parents have been deceased for some 
years. Bentley was their centre for shopping and 
doctoring while they lived in the Sunset district. 











VAN LEEST, JOHN AND FAMILY 
By Ann Wecker 

John van Leest was born in Holland on Aprit 

19, 1896, Maria Beekmans was born in Holland 

on March 30, 1898 and they were married there 


May 5, 1920. They immigrated to Canada with 
their baby daughter, Ann, in 1922, coming to 
Calgary where John found work in a garage. He 
worked there for about five years. Later they 
moved to Airdrie and John worked in a garage 
there for some time. 

They moved to Caroline with their family of 
three children, Ann, John and May (Wilhelmina) 
and while there their family was increased to five 
with the birth of Nellie and Mary. John farmed 
for about five years on the farm five miles east of 
Caroline and then they moved a mile east of 
Caroline, where he built a lovely log blacksmith 
shop. They lived there until Maria passed away 
February 23, 1938, She was buried in the Raven 
‘cemetery. After her death, Nellie Edwards took 
the three youngest children, Mary, Nellie and 
May. May wasn't there very long but Mary and 
Nellie were with her for about six years. 

‘The van Leests had eight children, three of 
whom died in infancy and the others went to 
school at Shilo and South Fork in Caroline and 
in Bentley. 

‘Ann married Daniel Wecker January 15, 
1946 and thoy live on their farm three-quarters 
of a mile west of Bentley. They have three mar- 
ried children -a daughter, Sheila, and two sons, 
Jack and Ryan. 

John married Nellie Pankowe from Musi- 
dora in 1943 and they live at New Westminster, 
B.C., where hehas a barber shop. They havetwo 
married daughters, Deanna and Gail. John 
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First family of John Van Leest - 198 
John, Maria, Ann, Jahn, May, Nee 
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served in the army from September 2, 1941 to 
1945. 

May passed away in New Westminster, 8.C. 
in 1974, She was married to Ted Baumann from 
Medicine Hat and he predeceased her when he 
was killed in a train-truck accident at Fort Ma- 
cleod and buried in Medicine Hat in 1951. May 
remarried in 1955 to Stephen McRae from Mo- 
rinville. He died in 1967 and was buried at Ri- 
viere Qui Barre. Their first child, Kevin, died at 
the age of one year in 1960 and is also buried at 
Riviere Qui Barre. Their remaining children, 
Teresa and Mork are living in British Columbia 

Nellie married Garry Austin in 1963 and 
they live in Weston, Ontario and have two 
sons, Doug and Dennis, 

‘Mary married Harold Wilton in 1953 and 
they live in Bentley. They haveason, Tim, anda 
daughter, Sherry. 

John van Leest bought ablacksmith shop in. 
Bentley in the spring of 1944 and his family 
joined him, Anne got married and John went to 
Holland for a trip, and while there married Anna 
Beekmans, a sister of his first wife, in January, 
1947. They had three children - Tony, MaryAnn 
and Walter 

Tony married Margaret Kirchott from Ed- 
monton in 1971. They live at Aldergrove, B.C. 
with their three sons, Wayne, Larry and Darrel 

MaryAnn married Randy Platz from Edmon- 
ton in 1969 and they live there with their three 
children, Laurie, Craig and Jennifer. 

Walter married Linda Twalts from Edmon- 
ton in 1970. They live in Leduc with their two 
children, Cindy and John. John was namedatter 














Second family of John Van Leest John, Anna, Tony 
Walter, Moryann 





his grandfather, John van Leest, and, like his 
father, is a chip off the old block - a true van 
Loest 

John van Leest was a blacksmith in Bentley 
for seven years and then moved to Edmonton in 
1951, where he was employed with Cesco Weld- 
ing until retiring in 1966. In 1973 they moved into 
the Senior Citizen’s Lodge in Lacombe, as Anna 
had an operation for brain tumor in 1972 which 
left her unable to carry on with her work at 
home. In 1976, after a fall, John went into the 
Bentley hospital, where he passed away with a 
stroke February 1, 1978 and was buried in the 
Bentley cemetery. Anna spent some time in the 
Nursing Home and hospital in Lacombe and 
passed away July 28, 1978, She was buried be- 
side John in the Bentley cemetery 


VEEFKIND, JOHN AND EVA 
By Harry Hansen 

John Veetkind homestead the S:W.24-40-1- 
5 about 1900 and lived on it for some twenty 
years, He supplemented his income by working 
out as a steam engineer on steamboats and in 
saw mills. He also operated a chop mill in Ben- 
tley, where farmers got their grain ground for 
hog and cattle feeding. 

The Veetkinds had two children - Stena, 
who married Carl Wiese and Harold, who mar- 
ried Ethel Rimbey, and they both attended the 
Bentley school 

In later years the family moved into Bentley 
and the land was rented to a-Mr Ziprich for a 
short time. Elsie Ziprich taught the Gull Lake 
school for one term. 

Eventually, Tom Lorimer, an elevator man 
in Bentley, bought the farm and later sold it to 
Will Seltenrich, who has built permanenthome 
there. 


VEITCH, ANDREW 
By Rea Peterson 
‘Andrew was born in Ireland and, asa young 
man, came to Milner, B.C, where he rana livery 
business. He was an excellent horseman and 
worked with horses on road construction. 
‘About 1919 he came to Bentley and went 
into partnership with Norman McPherson. They 
purchased the Bob Hutchison farm, S.E, 24-40- 
4-5, and paid the record-breaking price of 
$60.00 per acre. The two men, both veterans, 
were friends of R.E. Chowen and he was able to 
help them purchase the farm through the V.L.A, 





Alter a few years Norman left and went to 
Vancouver and Andy stayed on for another 3 
years and rented to Ernie King, then Dayton 
Wareham and finally to Albert Kamps, before 
selling it to Manley Cumberland, 

‘Andy was in construction work for one 
summer after selling the farm and helped build 
the highway at Airdrie. He retired after a couple 
of years and went back to Ireland, where he 
died. 


VIG, ALFRED 
By Esther Vig 

Alfred was the sixth child of the late Annie 
and Casper Vig. He came to the Bentley district 
with his parents, sisters and brothers from North 
Dakota in 1900. They all lived in a log cabin until 
they sawed lumber to build a new house, They 
also had a store and post office in their home. 

Alfred married Mabel Mickelburg and they 
had three daughters and two sons - Corinne, 
Helen, Ruby, Alvernice and Donald. Corinne 
married John Fraser and they had no family as 
she passed away about two yoars after they 
were married. Helon married Hugh Morrow and 
they had one son, Derald anda daughter, Diane. 
‘After Hugh’s death Helen married Robert Elder: 
They lost a son at birth but later adopted a son, 
Dean. Helen passed away in 1980. Ruby married 
Lenard Lofgren and they had four sons and two 
daughters. They lived on the Ed Lofgren farm, 
near Blackfalds, then moved to Sundre for five 
years and later to Peace River. In 1960 they 
took a homestead north-west of Spirit River. 
‘They moved to British Columbia in 1969 and 
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Ruby died in 1979. Alvernice married Lorraine 
Walker and they had four more sons and one 
daughter. Donald married Wenda Ross and 
they have one son and two daughters. 

Alvernice and Donald farmed with their dad 
and lived on the old Vig place across from the 
Lutheran Church until they sold out and moved 
to Hythe, Alberta, where they have farmed and 
worked ever since. Their parents lived with them 
Until they both passed away. Both Alfred and 
Mabel are buried in the Vig cemetery, 

In 1950 we hada Vig reunion on the Vig farm 
with about eighty relatives and in this year, 1981 
more than three hundred relatives attended the 
Vig reunion, which was held at the Medicine 
Valley Ski Lodge. Several came from British Co- 
lumbia and Saskatchewan. 


VIG, CARL AND FAMILY 

By Doris Skjonsberg 

Dad came to the North West Territories 
from North Dakota in 1900 with his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. C.O. Vig, and he was nine years old at 
the time, They homesteaded about twenty-six 
miles west of Lacombe, as the Village of Bentley 
hadn't been established then. 

Everyone had to pitch in and help clear the 
land and it was Dad's job to hold the willows to 
the side while his brother Martin did the chop- 
ping. While doing Martin accidentally 
‘chopped Dad on the head, with quitea gash and 
the bleeding was very bad. It was too far togoto 
a doctor so Grandpa poured some Bear Oil on 
and tied a big cloth around his head. Luckily, 
there was no complications and everything went 
well but Dad cartied that scar for the rest of his 
Iie. 

Mother came to Alberta in 1912 from Colo- 
rado, at the age of eleven years, to live with her 
father, Henry Petry, on his homestead. Her 
mother had passed away two years before. 
When Mother arrived in Blacktalds by train her 
brother, George, was supposed to meet ner but 
somehow the dates got mixed up and no one 
showed up so the conductor got her a room in 
the hotel, where she had to wait until the next 
day. I guess she thought Alberta wasn't too bad 
because her classmates in Colorado had told 
ber there wasn't anything but Indians and 
wolves in Alberta 

Mother and Dad were married in 1916. Dad 
had homesteaded the S.E, 9-41-2-5 so they put 
up a house and started homesteading, Four of 
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the children were born there - Elsie, Chester, 
Howard and Doris. Dad had bought a quarter 
from Grandpa Vig in 1928 so they moved their 
house there, where five more children, Carl, 
Bernice, Delbert, Doreen and Donna, were born 

Our closest neighbor was Johnny Farr, a 
bachelor. His place was a real hang-out for all 
the men to gather. One time there were quite a 
few there and Lila Wester and | stopped in-| was 
about ten years old~and we decided to clean his 
house. We started sweeping and raised such a 
dust everyone had to leave. Someone went and 
told my mother and she came and made us stop. 
Oh well, our intentions were good anyway! 

Howard and Chester served overseas in the 
second World War. We wore lucky they both got 
home safe and sound, In 1959 Howard and his 
five year old daughter were killed in a car acci- 
dent. 

Mother and Dad lived on the same farm until 
they retired in 1964. They spent a short time in 
the Lacombe Lodge and then decided to buy a 
home in Benalto. Dad passed away November 
13, 1968 and Mother and Delbert continued to 
live in Benalto. Mother passed away January 9, 
1976 and the next summer Delbert was killed ina 
car accident. 

Tho rest of the family live in Alberta, with the 
exception of Carl who lives at Hudson's Hope, 
BC. 


VIG, CASPER AND ANNE 
By Amalie (Mollie) Stephenson 


Casper Olsen Vig was born April 19, 1853, in 
Norway and came to the United States some- 
time during the mid-1870's. 

Anne Kregnes was born September 11 
1862, also in Norway, and at the age of sixteen, 
loft Norway for the States. 

Casper and Anne were married March 23, 
1878, and settled near Katherine, North Dakota. 

Just before the turn of the century, through 
to the beginning of the first World War in 1914, 
the Federal Government of Canada hada policy 
to develop the Canadian west in earnest; to set 
up new cities, towns and homesteads and to 
allow great numbers of immigrants from Europe 
and the United States to settle these areas. The 
Vigs were among the first of these settlers, as 
they immigrated from the States to the Blind- 
man Valley district in 1900. At that time they had 
eight children: Oscar, born April 19, 1881; John, 
born January 20, 1883; Sophie, born December 








Family of Anna and Casper Vis. 
Lito R - Oscar Martin, Carl, Aled Mole ane! 
(Clara. Youngest son, Eddie, not present 





25, 1884; Martin, born January 24, 1889; Carl, 
born April 4, 1891; Alfred, born September 21 
1893; Amalie, born November 2, 1896 and Clara, 
born October 27, 1899, 

The family came to Lacombe by train, 
bringing their furniture, cattle, horses, sawmill 
and some farming equipment. Casper ater went 
back for the Minneapolis steam engine and 
threshing machine. All the belts on this machine 
were leather. When they arrived in Lacombe, 
they found that, due to the flooding of the 
Blindman River, they could not reach the 
homestead which Casper had registered on at 
an earlier trip to Lacombe. After waiting in 
Lacombe for aweek or more, they arrived at the 
homestead, S.W, 14-40-25, on August 19, 1900, 
A small log cabin was found on the place, 
believed to be a stopping place for people 
travelling through, and the Vigs lived in this for 
six years. It was here Henry was born January 
21, 1904. 

They soon set up their own sawmill to make 
use of the heavy stand of timber on their place 
and in 1906 they built a large house from lumber, 
they had sawed. One large room was used as a 
general store and post office fora while. Itwas in 
this new house the last of the children, Edward, 
was born May 3, 1907. 

‘The Vigs had many horses and milk cows so. 
a few years later they built a barn which was 68°x 
72), About this time Casper bought four more 
quarters of land, the highest price being $3.00 

‘They sawed lumber for the building of the 
Vig church (Lutheran), which was started in 
1907 and finished in 1909 or early 1910. A grass 
fire completely destroyed this church on 
October 6, 1943. A new church was built with 
completion in July, 1949. It is called the Grace 
Lutheran church and stands on the original site 
on the quarter north of the Vig homestead, 
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Casper andi iding Anniversary. 1928 

In 1914 Casper and Anne, with Henry and 
Edward, the two youngest children, returned to 
the States to live at Poulsbo, near Seattle. 
Washington, and rented the homestead to some 
of their sons, 

In the spring of 1928 they came back for a 
visit and to celebrate their Golden Wedding, 
which was March 23rd of that year, at the old 
homestead, 

Casper died on October 1, 1929 and Anne 
made her home with Edward until he joined the 
navy in 1942, at which time she moved tothe Old 
People’s Home in Poulsbo, where she died July 
2, 1951 

Oscar married Amalie Harstad and after 
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her death married Mary Nygaard. John married 
Alma Johnson, Sophie married John Solberg, 
Martin married Edna Anderson, Carl married 
Letitia Petry, Alfred married Mabel Mickleburg, 
Amalie (Mollie) married Joseph Stephenson. 
Clara married Morris Holmen and Edward 
married and divorced and is living in the States, 
He and Molly are the only surviving members of 
the original Vig family 


VIG, CLARENCE AND SELMA AND FAMILY 
By Selma Vig 

Clarence was born in 1904 to John and 
Alma Vig and they lived on N.E, 14-40-2-5. His 
mother died in 1912 and at this time he and his 
brother, Melvin, went to live with their 
grandparents, Martin and Gunhild Johnson. 
Clarence’s dad joined the army in the first World 
War and was killed in 1917. 

When Clarence was fourteen he went to 
work for a neighbor, John Hilstad, and in 1924 
he went to Hoadley with his grandparents and 
Julius and Florence Johnson. He helped Julius 
saw lumber for a fow years and then came back 
to Bentley and worked tor Berger Johannson 
and Alfred Haarstad. 

Clarence and Selma Anderson, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. AJ. Anderson, were married in 
1932 and they lived on the John Vig farm. He did 
a lot of grubbing and breaking to join five acre 
fields here and there, They did mixed farming, 














Clarence and Se their cildren Eileen, Keith 


Catherine and J 


12 Vig 
san 1989 





had a few milk cows, range cattle and hogs. 
They had a few chickens one year but when they 
started roosting on the harness, it was time for 
chicken and dumplings. 

The Vigs had a family of four who took their 
schooling at the Stephenson schoo! until 1948, 
when the school was closed and the kids bused 
to Bentley. Eileen married Don Freeman and 
they have two boys and two girls and farm in the 
Forshee area. Keith married Betty Blois of 
Wanham. She had a family of four boys and one 
girl and now Keith and Betty have one son. They 
farmed at Wanham for a few years and then 
moved to Dawson Creek, B.C. They now farm at 
Rolla, B.C., where Keith works part-time on the 
oll rigs. Catherine married Wilfred Wiese and 
they farm in the Lockhart district and have one 
daughter and two sons. Jean married Bill Beny 
of Brooks and he has the Modern Auto Service 
there. They have a daughter and a son. 


Stumps grabbed bs 





Clarence and Selma hada farm salein April, 
1958 and moved to Red Deer and Norman Vig 
rented the farm for a couple of years. Later that 
same year the Vigs bought the Bud Damron 
farm, on the Bentley-Rimbey highway, and lived 
there until the spring of 1959, when Clarence 
died, The farm was sold to Lorne and Nellie 
Craig and Selma lived with Eileen and Catherine 
for a couple of years and then bought ahouse in 
Bentley and moved there October 1, 1961 and is 
still living there. 

‘The old John Vig farm was rented by Harvey 
Haarstad and he later bought it. 


VIG, JOHN AND ALMA AND FAMILY 
By Melvin Vig 

My father, John Vig, was @ son of Casper 
and Enne Vig and was born January 20, 1883 
in Washington, U.S.A. He came to the Bentley 
istrict with his parents and brothers and sist 
ers in 1900 and they all lived in a small log 
cabin for six years. After that they sawed lum- 
ber and built a larger house, where they had a 
post office and store. That place now belongs 
to Mr. and Mrs. From and is just across the 
road from the Lutheran church 

February 16, 1904 my father married my 
mother, Alma Johnson, in a double wedding as 
John Solberg and Sophie Vig were married at 
the same time in Casper Vig’s log cabin. 

My father built his own little house on the 
place that now belongs to Kenneth Haarstad, 
Just east of the church, and my brother, 
Clarence, and | were born there. 

When | was three years old and Clarence 
eight, my mother passed away at the age of 
twenty-three so my grandmother Gunhild and 
grandfather Martin Johnson took us to their 
home and cared for us for several years as my 
father enlisted in the first World War and died in 
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1917. We stayed on with our grandparents until 
1924, when they moved to Hoadley. 

Grandma was a midwife and delivered 
many babies in the Bentley district, She was a 
very kind person and was loved by everyone 
who knew her. 

My grandparents lived on the place that 
now belongs to Mr. and Mrs. Keith Stephenson 
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and which was once owned by the Hans Ree 
family 

When my wife, Esther, and I got married in 
1933 we lived just west of the Lutheran church 
and then in 1948 we bought the Hans Ree farm 
so | was back where | spent most of my 
childhood days. That brought back many good 
memories. 

In 1971 we sold our place to Keith 
‘Stephenson and bought the Albert Stephenson 
house in Bentley and are still living there. We 
were blessed with five sons, one of whom 
passed away in 1963. Our four sons are all 
married and we are proud of our ten 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 

Esther keeps busy with handwork, etc., and 
| still enjoy fishing and hunting with our boys. 
We think we live in the best lit letown in Alberta, 


VIG, OSCAR AND FAMILY 
By Stina Anderson 


Oscar Vig was born April 19, 1981, in 
Kathering, North Dakota. He came to Alberta 
with his parents in 1900, 

Oscar homesteaded in 1901 on the S.E 
14-40-2-5 and went back to the States in 1904, 
during threshing season to run a steam engi- 








On July 18, 1906, Oscar married Mollie 
Haarstad and the wedding was held in the 
home of her parents, Mr. & Mrs. Gerhard 
Haarstad. The Vigs moved into their own 
house on the homestead, which was built by 
Art Garris 

Beside clearing land, Oscar hauled cream 
with horses and wagon to Blacktalds, picking 
up cream from neighbors in the community. 
He made two trips a week. Some of the cream 
had mice in it and some had dirt. Oscar always 
had to taste the cream for sweetness before 
emptying it into larger barrels, which he had in 
the wagon, Cream at that time was also put in 
small bottles for grading 

There were two children, Clifford, born in 
1908 and Stina, born in 1910. 

(Oscar Vig and his brother, John, bought a 
steam engine and threshing machine in 1912 
and threshed around the neighborhood west 
as far as Gilby and north west as far as Whit- 
worths and Ellsworths. 

Rabbits were the menu for the day for the 
threshing crews until a sign went up: “Rabbits 
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tender, rabbits tough, but thank the Lord we 
had enough.” The menu was changed. 

The steam outfit was sold to a company 
near Benalto in 1918. 

Oscar bought a new Ford 
which was a luxury then, and paid St 
it 








In 1919 he bought another quarter of 
land, SW. 13-40-2-5, for which he paid $16.00 
1ore. He also bought a new Case tractor at 
fa price of $1,550.00, and in 1923 he bought a 
new threshing machine for $1,860.00. 











Threshing outfit of Oscar Vig 


His wife, Mollie, passed away in 1926. 

In 1929, Oscar married Mary Nygard 
They had three children, Gorden, now at Ke- 
lowna, 8.C., Pegay Thompson, now in Red 
Deer, and Annie Barker near Sylvan Lake. 

He was secretary-treasurer of the Vig 
church, which is now Grace Lutheran church 
for twenty three years and was also secretary- 
treasurer for Stephenson school for twelve 
years. He was a good violin player and played 
for many dances held in the homes in the 
‘community. 

Oscar had a stroke in 1942, which left Clit- 
ford with operation and management of the farm 
until 1950, 

he farm was sold to his son-in-law, Nor- 
man Thompson in 1953 and Oscar and Mary 
moved to Bentley, where they resided until his 
passing in 1956. 

Jackie and Helen Anderson have since 
bought the farm and are living there at the pres- 
ent time 

Clifford never married and is still alive and 
well, living in the Manor House at Eckville. Stina 
is married to Wilfred Anderson and resides in 
Bentley. 











WALKER AND JONES. 
By Harry Hansen 

J.W. Walker, who was a brother-in-law of 
Fred Nelles, homesteaded the Ws 28-40-28-4 in 
1897 and it became known as “Walker's Point 
He built some log buildings and broke upasmall 
portion of the land, which comprised three frac- 
tions bordering on Gull Lake, making a total of 
167 acres. About 1902 he built a fairly large 
house on the point. He didn’t do much farming 
but had some Shorthorn cattle 

About 1904 the land was sold to Clifford 
Jones, who was a lawyer in Calgary, and who 
had explored the place in 1887, while riding hor- 
seback from Banff, where he was teaching 
school. Along with two companions, he camped 
on the point, and vowed someday he would re- 
turn and buy the place. He moved the frame 
house to amore desirable location on the beach, 
renovated and used it for a summer home for 
many years. He would come up from Calgary by 
train, then hire a livery team in Lacombe and 
Grive out to the summer home. The Jones’ had a 
family of five girls and one boy and after the 
family was grown and had left home, Clifford 
continued to come up for the summer, most 
times alone but his wife sometimes came too. 
The point became known as “Jones Point” and 
later as “Hansen's Point’ 

In 1936 the place was sold to Harry Hansen 
but Clifford retained the privilege of coming up 
and camping in the garage, as the house had 
burned down. This he continued to do until his 
death about 1945, 

Harry Hansen broke up the landand farmed 
it until 1967 and itwas then sold tothe Provincial 
Park Board and a beautiful park has been deve- 
loped there. 





WARD, GEORGE 


George Ward came from near Kingston, 
Ontario, to Trail, B.C., probably in 1898. He then 
took out a homestead north of Bentley near the 
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Marguerite Ward holding Aileen Storey’s baby 





Outlet School. Finding it lonely he returned to 
‘Ontario and got married bringing his wife, Anna 
(Oneta, back with him. Tragically, he lost his wife 
in 1908 in childbirth when their daughter Mar- 
guerite was born. Bill Sweetman and his wife, 
Margaret, who was George's sister, came from 
Trail, B.C. to visit him and help him through this 
sorrow. They ended by taking Marguerite and 
bringing her up as their own. 

‘Sometime later George adopted a son, Ar 
thur, who was later killed at Armstrong, B.C. in 
a logging accident, 

‘George remarried soon to a girl, Edith, from 
Dresden, Ontario, probably around 1917. After 
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this Marguerite was shared by the two families 
until her sad death from T.B. at the age of 21 in 
1928. 

George and Edith were hard workers and 
took great pride in their house, grounds, fruit 
trees, lilacs and berry bushes. Edith took her 
part in the "Get Together Club" and was liked by 
all 

George was noted for being gentlemanly 
and was never known to swear. However, to the 
amusement of his neighbours if ever he became 
extremely annoyed he would say most emphati- 
cally and very definitely: “Well, gentieman's 
sons’ 

George died and was buried in Bentley 
cemetery, April 30, 1936. 

Edith lived on in the house for a few years 
and then decided to return to her relatives in 
‘Ontario, She left November 25, 1943, and we 
think she lived to the age of 80. She is buried in 
Ontario. 


WAREHAM STORY 
By Domer Wareham 


The Warehams came to the Gull Lake dis- 
trict shortly after World War I, about 1918 to 
1920. 

Benton and Mary settled there first, pur- 
chasing the Tom Bucknell farm, the S.W. 16-40- 
28-W4. He was followed by his parents, Sullivan 
and Annie Wareham, (Grandpa and Grandma). 
They lived on Benton's farm and operated a 
large vegetable garden, from which fresh pro- 
duce was sold to the resorters and other custo- 
mers at Aspen Beach and Bentley during the 
summer months. Sullivan passed away in 1929 
and Annie later moved to Portland, Oregon, to 
live with daughter, Annie May. 

Benton and Mary had three children. The 
oldest, William, was deceased in infancy. The 
other two were Bethel and Omar. The family 
moved to California in 1944, Benton returned to 
nursing as he was an F.N. He did this until a few 
years before he passed away in 1973. Mary was 
killed in an automobile accident in 1950. Benton 
remarried, this time to Lois Eldridge. They had 
two boys, Arian and Marshall 

Bethel has been a missionary nurse in 
Africa, training nationals there. She is due to 
retire soon, 

Omar, after an army career, retired, and 
now works for the U.S. Postal Service at Loma 
Lina. 





livan (Father) and Dayton Warebs 921, Ben 
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Arian is an airforce computer engineer. 
Marshall is about to finish amedical course. 
Dayton and Goldie Wareham, and four 

children, Domer, Ellsworth, Rachel. and 

Warren, arrived from Texas in 1920. Goldie and 

Byron were born in Alberta, bringing Dayton 

and Goldie’s family up to number six, 

Benton and Dayton had a younger brother, 
Marshall, who came about the same time. He 
never married, but became well known, working 
for various farmers in the district, including 
George Cabelka. He later returned to Oregon 
where he was killed in a logging accident. His 
body was returned to Bentley for burial. He 
was a member of the Masonic Lodge. 

Dayton farmed in this area from 1920 to 
1945, first on the S¥%4 8-40-28-W4, and then on 
the old Hutchison farm, the S.£.24-40-1-W5. He 
was Secretary-Treasurer of the Gull Lake 
School for many years. He was also a steam 
engineer on the Fritz Ebeling threshing outfit. 
He was probably best known for his veterinarian 
services through the Bentley district, Dayton 
and Goldie’s six children were educated in the 
local elementary school at Gull Lake and the 
Bentley High School 

In 1943, Dayton and Goldie, with the two 
children still at home, Goldie and Byron, moved 
to Portland, Oregon. Dayton was on the security 
staff of Montgomery Wards for 1 years, and 
retired in 1957, After that he operated a saw 
filing business until he passed away in 1972. 
Mother (Goldie) followed him in 1974. 

Three of Dayton and Goldie's boys’ are 
dentists. Domer employed by the California 
State Department of Correction; Warren prac- 
ticing in Los Gatos, California. Elisworth heads 
thoracic surgery at the Loma Linda University. 











Mr. & Mrs. Dayton 


Byron practices dentistry in Anderson, Califor- 
‘ila, Rachol is a retired R.N., living with her hus- 
band, Hal, at the home place in Portland, Ore. 
Goldie is a RIN. and physio-therapist living with 
her husband in Federalway, Wash, 

You may wonder what happened tome, Do- 
mer, | sold my practice and accepted a state civil 
service appointment as a dentist for the Depart- 
ment of Correction, | work at the training facility 
at Soldad, California, where there are 3200 in- 
mates. There are 12 such “behind the wall or 
fence" facilities in California, with some 30,000 
inmates. In our facility we have Siran Siran, who 
murdered Robert Kennedy. Also we have Dan 
White, who murdered Musconi, mayor of San 
Francisco, and a supervisor. 

I wasn't quite ready to retire when | sold my 
practice, so | took this civil service appointment 
as a step toward it. Four of our five boys are 
married. Two are high school teachers, two are 
accountants, and one is a medical lab techni- 
clan, We have five grandaughters and three 
grandsons. 





WATSON, ALBERT & DOT 
By Dot P. Watson 

Albert (Al) Watson was born in 1906 at Fort 
Carlton, Sask. At seven years old he travelled 
with his folks by horse and wagon to High River. 
He had three grades of schooling. 

Dot (Dollie) Foreman was born in 1911, one 
of 11 children, ten miles south of Maymont, 
Sask. Her father retired as a sea captain of @ 
large commercial sailing ship of the Elder 
Demster Line, and homesteaded here. Dollie 
and her brothers and sisters walked 1 miles to 
school. She took High School at Maymont and 
teacher training in Saskatoon, 

Al and Dot met in Stavely, Alta. and moved 
to Bentley in 1933. Here the grass was green. 
forests beautiful, fishing was good and rabbits 
and bush partridge plentiful; a good place to 
live, 








Their baby daughter, Georgina, and 
Granny, Al's mother, completed the family. 
Georgina was in grade 1 in Bentley the same 
year as Dickie Damron. 
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Having been raised in the Red River Settle- 
ment, Granny moved with her parents in a Red 





River Cart, in 1870, to homestead on a Rie! River 
lot along the North Saskatchewan River east 
Prince Albert. Granny had no formal schooling, 
‘She was taught to read and write by her father, 

They rented an old unfinished house in 
Bentley between the Community Hall and 
Thorp’s Garage, for $3.00 per month, Each fall 
Al banked the house with garden soil to keep out 
the cold, and every spring moved it away again 
to keep the lumber from rotting. Good soft water 
had to be carried in by pail from a well behind 
Thorp’s Garage. Coal oil lamps provided light. A 
wood burning cook stove and a tin airtight 
heater provided heat. In winter they had permis- 
sion to cut dry trees along the Blindman River, 
many times when the temperature was 30 below. 
The logs were hauled home on a borrowed team 
and bob sleigh. In spring a crew with a buzz saw 
cut the wood into stove lengths. As wood fires 
did not last all night, sometimes the tea kettle 
froze on the stove 

‘As work was scarce in winter, Aland Dot ran 
fa trap line, and took small game for the table. 
‘They would never shoot a deer. They snared 
coyotes, which were worth $10.00 each. One 
cold day, when starting outon thetrap line, Vern 
Wilton drove by, on his way to feed Clarence 
Damron's cattle, He called out “It’s 35 below! 
You better go back.” They turned back aftertwo 
miles, instead of going six. They bought a ther- 
mometer! 

‘An enjoyable two weeks was turkey shoot 
season. Al and Dot both won their share of tur- 
keys and geese for the Christmas holidays. 
Percy Wilton's shoot was super: .25¢ a shot at 
the target with eight people per round. Ogle 
Johnson, the tinsmith, and Mr. Witherell, the 
storekeeper, were the keenest competition. 

In summer Al worked on farms, looked after 
the Bentley boulevard, cut weeds for Hans P. 
Hansen in the municipality, did janitor work at 
the Community Hall at $1.00 per event, dug 
graves, and did any other jobs available. Al 
spent many seasons threshing with Johnny 
Hunter and Otto Tetz for $2.00 per a long day. 

Dot worked at cooking for threshers; inte- 
rior papering or painting, at 50¢ per day; sewing 
and baby sitting. 

Al and Dot worked for several summers on 
the midway when the stampedes and shows tra- 
velled in Alberta. 














Their greatest entertainment was music. Al 
sang, called square dances, played guitar, 
banjo, accordian, mouth organ, or fiddle. He 
could play the mouth organ, banjo, and drums 
all at once. For years Johnny Hunter played with 
‘Al Watson. They played for house parties, ro- 
deos, contests, and out west at the barn dances, 

‘Al got horsehair from the long tails of ranch 
geldings. He washed this horsehair and rehaired 
fiddle bows. 

In the years when harvesters, taking free 
rides on freight trains, looking for work when 
there was no work, then stopping overnight by 
the railroad tracks to cook-out supper and sleep 
‘on the ground, Johnny and Al often took their 
guitars and spent the evening in the jungle, visit 
ing, singing and playing. t brought joy to many 
disheartened rod riders, They drank campfire 
tea because they didn't have the money towaste 
on beer. 

These were the times when Wilf Carter 
‘came West and made good with his Country 
songs and yodelling. 

‘The highlight of the year for Al and Dot 
going to the Calgary Stampede, playing in the 
parade; for chuck-wagon street dances and the 
Friday night Cowboy's Ball 

{Al and Dot moved into the country where 
Dot resumed school teaching. Al's mother died 
80 he took over the housekeeping. After thirty 
years of teaching, Country, Calgary, Sarcee In- 
dian Reserve, and Hutterites, Dot retired, Five 
years later Al passed away. Georgina married an 
Airforce lad she had known since school days, 
and now - Dot Is expecting twin great- 
grandchildfen. Dot still goes to the Country 
Music sessions, where she often hears Dickie 
Damron sing. She knows many of the cowboy 
families, as this year, 1981, is Dot's 49th consec- 
utive year at the Calgary Stampede. 





WECKER, DAN FAMILY 
By Dan Wecker 

| was born in Maple Creek, Sask., on Aug 
10, 1914, In the spring of 1935 | came to-the 
Bentley district with my folks, brother John and 
Grandmother Wecker. We rented the Ray Miles 
farm, % mile west of Bentley, which | now own 
and live on. | have farmed all my life and have 
really enjoyed it, 

In the spring of 1944 John Van Leest and 
family moved to Bentley. | started courting his 





oldest daughter, Ann, and we were married June 
15, 1946. 

We have three children, Shella, Jack, and 
Ryan, who all received their schooling in Ben: 
tley. Ryan received his grade 12 in Drumheller 
where he went for his Junior Hockey. 

Sheila took @ secretarial course In Edmon- 
ton, and was working up there until she married 
Lloyd Stephenson from Bentley on September 

1970. They moved to an apartment in Calgary, 
as Lloyd was enrolled at SAIT, taking an elec- 
tronic technology course, Shella started work- 
ing for the Provincial Government Department 
of Education, and after Lloyd finished his course 
he started working for the A.G.T, In 1974 they 
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bought their home in the Rundle district in Cal- 
gary where they reside now, and Lloyd stil 
works for A.G.Telephones. After working for so 
ong, Sheila quit her job in the spring of 1979. A 
few months later they received their chosen son, 
Troy Andrew, their pride and joy. They are now 
waiting for his baby sister to arrive. 

Jack took a course in air conditioning and 
refrigeration at SAIT, rooming and boarding at 
Sheila and Lloyd's. He got a job working for 
Lennox Industries Ltd., Calgary, and was later 
transferred to Edmonton. In the spring of 1877 
Jack quit his job and came home to farm for his 
dad. Jack met Dianne Rolheiser from Comper, 
Sask., who was working in Edmonton, and on 
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July 29, 1978, they were married. Dianne founda 
job in Red Deer, at the Bank of Nova Scotia, 
driving back and forth to the farm each day. Jack 
and Dianne went to Edmonton that fall after 
combining was finished Jack went to work for 
Mekinnley Heating and Dianne for Hospital and 
Medical Care. As farming wasn't very profitable 
they decided to stay in Edmonton, so had their 
mobile home moved up there. Oak Ridge Park 
opened up for mobile homes near Sherwood 
Park and they were lucky enough to move in 
there. Jack is back, working for Lennox Indus- 
tries and Dianne works for Alberta Traffic 
Supply. 

We rented the farm land out in the spring of 
1979 and sold our machinery. | kept the cattle 
just to have a few chores to do, as I feel theneed 
of the exercise. 

yan went to Drumheller the fallof 1971 and 
started his grade 12 as he was playing Junior 
Hockey with the “Drumheller Falcons”. After 2 
successful years in Drumheller he went to Medi- 
cine Hat and played for the Medicine Hat Tigers 
in their playofts. The high light was going to 
Montreal and playing for the Memorial Cup, 
‘even though they won only one game. The fol- 
lowing year Ryan played for the Medicine Hat 
Tigers but he didn't have a very successful sea- 
son, so decided to return to Drumheller. He de- 
cided to take plumbing so worked and 
apprenticed under Jack Samuel, and later for 
Gerald Clark. 

‘On July 19, 1976, he married Antoinette 
Sehn from Drumheller. They moved in a small 
house in Nacmine which Ryan bought earlier 
and remodelled. After Ryan received his plumb- 
ing papers he bought a house in Hanna in De- 
cember, 1978, and started his own plumbing 
business. Ryan and Antoinette have two daugh- 
ters, Amber Nicole, born March 20, 1979, and 
Melanie Leigh, born April 11, 1980. Ryan still 
plays hockey and has been a playing coach for 
the Drumheller Miners the past two years, 


WECKER, EMMANUEL AND FAMILY 
By Dan Wecker 


Emmanuel Wecker was born Jan. 6, 1883, 
and Katherina Wacker, whom he married in 
1908, was born Nov. 5, 1887. They were married, 
in Bowden, North Dakota. In 1935 Mr. and Mrs. 
Weeker with their three sons, Dave, John, and 
Dan; together with Mr. Wecker’s mother, moved 
to Bentley. 











Dave, Mrs. Wecker, Joh 


and Da 





‘They rented the Ray Miles farm, one mile 
west of Bentley, where Dan and his wife, Ann, 
now live 

Mr, and Mrs, Wecker had seven children 

Ida, married Jack Konschuck of Calgary, 
Jack had four children by a previous marriage. 
Ida and Jake had ten more, which gave them a 
total of fourteen children. There was Ray, Irene, 
Clara, Florence, Milton, Lloyd, Doris, Alan, Ken, 
Jamie Virginia, Audrey, Sharon and Joan. They 
lost Jamie at the age of three, when he drowned 
in the creek on their farm at Cluny. Jack 
Konschuck passed away on March 31, 1981 and 
was laid to rest in the Mountain View Memorial 
Gardens in Calgary. 

Hilda married Ray Smith fram Nelson, 8.C. 
They had six children, Ray, Eileen, Norman. 
Mabelle Jean, Dan and Joyce. Hilda passed 
away on Nov. 15, 1962, the result of an accident 
she suffered, helping her husband pulling trees. 

Dave married Freda Bardal of the Happy Hill 
district. They have three children, Laura, 
Bonnie, and Brian. Dave and Freda, with Brian, 
continue to live on their farm at Evarts. 

Elsie married Allan Clark of Cluny. They 
had two children, Mavis and Stan. Stan, who was 
married with one son, was killed in a car 
accident on July 28, 1958. Eisie’s husband, 
Allan, passed away in 1977. She continues to 
live in Calgary. 

John married Margaret McLeod of Calgary. 
They have five children, Carol, Kathy, Linda, 
Ron, and Lorna. John served in the army during 
the war from 1939 to 1945. He was pensioned 
and they live in Red Deer. 

Dan married Ann Van Leest of Bentley 


They have three children, Sheila, Jack, and 
Ryan. Dan and Ann live on their farm, one mile 
west of Bentley. 

Mary married Wilbert Seibel from Evarts, 
They have six children, Florine, Wayne, Janet, 
Gail, Luallen, and Myrna, Mary and Wilbert now 
live in Lethbridge. 

Emmanuel Wecker passed away on Oct. 15, 
1942, and Katherina remarried in 1948 
Emmanuel Krause of Calgary. They continued 
living in Calgary, where Katherina passed away 
‘on June 2, 1960. Both Emmanuel Wecker, and 
Katherina are buried in the Bentley Cemetery, 





WELCH, S. HENRY 
By Harry B. Hansen 

Henry Welch, his wife and family, came to 
the Gull Lake district in 1899, homesteading the 
home quarter. They later built a comfortable two 
storey frame home. This was on the NE 
16-40-28-W4, 

Henry was a well educated Englishman, not 
too well adapted to the hardships of 
homesteading. Mrs. Welch was more adapted to 
the life, having had some experience. She did a 
lot of the outdoor chores. However, they were 
both hard-working people, and made a success 
of their twenty years of homesteading and 
farming, 

They had four children; Howard, Grace, 
Margaret, and Phillip. They all attended Gull 
Lake School. Howard left the farm at an early 
age and settled in 8.C. Grace and Margaret 
became school teachers. Grace taught the Gull 
Lake School about 1914, and again in 1916, this 
time as Mrs. Grant Currie, She was the first to 
teach Grade 9 in the school 

Phillip joined the Canadian Army at the age 
of 16, and was killed in action in France in April 
1917. 

The Welches acquired two more quarters of 
land across the road, the W'%-15-40-28-W4. All 
three of his farms were heavily timbered with 
poplar and balm, so he only farmed about 100 
acres. 

They stocked the place with horses and 
cattle, and always had a nice driving team and 
several saddle horses. They always milked ten 
or more cows, and when the resorters came to 
Aspen Beach, or “Wieseville”, Mr. Welch 
delivered dairy products, eggs, and vegetables, 
using a team of horses and a democrat 

Henry Welch was on the first Gull Lake 
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School Board. They were keenly interested in 
education and the welfare of the community. 

Henry was also a politician; a great 
Conservative, always working for his party. He 
rode about trying to induce the settlers to vote 
for his candidate. 

By 1919, Mr. and Mrs, Welch, being alone on 
the farm, decided they had had enough. The 
price of land was considered good after the war 
boom: $20.00 per acre for heavily timbered land. 
and up to $60.00 per acre for improved land. 
They sold the three quarters to the Millers from 
Saskatchewan, who still own two of the 
quarters, 

The Welches travelled a bit, then settled in 
B.C., where Mrs. Welch died. Later Henry 
remarried, A son of this second marriage, Dave, 
and his wife, Gwen, of 5650 Old Field Road, R.R. 
3 Victoria, B.C., called on us and inspected his 
father's old homestead, and gathered some 
history of the early life of the Welch family. 

Only Margaret is still alive, of the original 
family 


WELLER, JULIA AND WES 
By Gertrude Damron 

Mrs, Julia Weller and son, Wes, together 
with Mrs. Brady Palmer and daughter, Dorthella, 
came to Bentley from Washington, U.S.A. in 
1908 and made their home here for several ye- 
ars. Wes was a carpenter by trade so built the 
house on S2nd ave. just east of 50th St., which 
was known as the Weller house for many years. 


WENGER FAMILY. 
By Gertie Wenger 

The Wenger family arrived in the beautiful 
Blindman Valley in December, 1944. This 
included Tony, his wife, Gertrude and their four 
sons Earl, 12: Lester, 10; Donald, 6 and Clifford, 
4%. They had purchased a farm one mile west 
and one and a half miles south of Bentley and it 
was known in the district as the Tommy Coates 
place, or later, as the Frank (Cappy) Thorp farm, 

It was a new adventure for the Wengers 
who, for the first time, had indoor plumbing and 
electric lights. The lights were produced from a 
Delco plant situated in the garage and not only 
were there lights in the house, they were also in 
the barn and hog barn and the water was 
pumped by electricity. We really thought we had 
arrived at the ultimate in luxury living but after 
the first snow storm and blizzard, we soon found 
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out it was not going to be all fun. It was a little 
over half a mile south to the highway and after 
every storm it wasa constant chore to try to keep 
the road passable. The whole family had to get 
into the act and one spring after being 
snowbound for several months, we literally 
shovelled our way to the highway, block by 
block of hard-packed snow. The only way we 
could get to town was to walk over the 
snowbanks or go through the fields with team 
and sleigh 

Although our boys went to school in 
Bentley, most of our social activities, for the first 
few years, were in the Rainy Creek District, 
where we had many good times andmade many 
dear friends. 

The boys all graduated from high school in 
Bentley and left home one by one so in 1959 we 
decided to sell the farm and move to Bentley as 
Tony was working for the Lacombe School 
Division and it became too hard to do both. 

We built a house in town that same year and 
lived there until 1964, when, with some urging 
from Clifford and Lester, we decided we would 
like to try living in a warmer climate and go into 
some other line of work, so we sold ourhouse to 
Russell Garries and moved to Vernon, B.C. and 
are stil living there. 

Three of the boys also live in Vernon. Lester 
is a salesman for Lavington Planer Mill, Donald 
's a partner in a law firm and Clifford ismanager 
for A.E, LePage Real Estate. Earl works for an oil 
company in Calgary. 

Tony is now retired and we are taking iteasy 
and enjoying our children and grandchildren 
and have one great grandson. 


WESSERLING FAMILY 
By Elmer Calkins 


Henry Wesserling and his wife, Sophie 
arrived in the Calkins Valley, March 19, 1910, 
along with the John Kurzman family. Mrs. 
Wesserling and Mrs. Kurzman were sisters. 
‘They moved in to the Wallace Calkins buildings, 
living there while their house was being built 
Mrs. Wesserling’s brothers, Bill and Charlie 
Clark, came up in the fall to help getout the logs 
to be sawed into lumber by McPherson's saw 
mill, which was located south west of the Valley. 
The brothers stayed about two years and then 
went back to Eatonville, Washington. 

The Wesserlings had two children, Elmer 
born in 1910 and Marie born in 1913, 











Henry Wesserling, being a hunter and 
fisherman, kept the family supplied with meat. | 
have known them to stay up all night and play 
cards. He was also a road boss, putting in 
culverts and corduroying roads, or whatever 
‘work was to be done to pay off their road taxes. 

‘The Wesserlings and the Richardsons had a 
sale in the spring of 1917 and moved back to 
Eatonville, Washington. Clarence Damron was 
the auctioneer for the sale. Alex Jaffray bought 
the farm and it is now farmed by his son, 
Lawrence, and the old house is still standing 

Henry passed away in December, 1937 and 
Sophie in May, 1948. Their son, Elmer, passed 
away April 17, 1976 and he and his wife had a 
son and two daughters, one of which won the 
beauty contest for California. Elmer's wife, 
Rachel lives at Gig Harbor, Washington, and 
Marie lives with, or near, her son's store at 
Minter, Washington, 


WESTER, EMIL AND FAMILY 
By Hulda Wester 

Emil Wester homesteaded two miles south 
and six and a half miles west of Bentley on S.W. 
16-40-2-5 in 1911. 

Born and educated in Bolstabruk, Anger- 
maland, Sweden, December 16, 1884 (deceased 
August 1973) he immigrated to the United States 
in 1909, shortly after completing his military ser- 
vice in the Swedish Army, landing in Portland 
Oregon, 

Coming from a lumbering industry area of 
Sweden, he found work in the lumber mills 
around Portland, later moving to Revelstoke, 
BC. 
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He came to the Bentley area with some of 
his fellow workers, Fred Erickson, Kris Odberg 
and Sever Solberg, where he filed on hishomes- 
tead. 

Emil and | were married on October 12, 
1917. Emil had a small house on his homestead 
and had cleared and broken fourteen acres of 
his heavily treed quarter. However, we rented 
and lived on the Magnus Christianson farm for 
the first year of our marriage. 

| was the former Hulda Vera Johanson, who 
arrived here from Butte, Montana, in May 1949, 
with my parents, Reverend Erik and Anna Jo- 
hanson, together with three sisters, Olga, Irene 
and Esther, and two brothers, Art and Sam. An 
older sister and brother chose toremain in Mon- 
tana, and a sister, Hazel, was later born here in 
Alberta, 

| immediately went to work for the William 
Farr family, who had come here from McBane, 
Michigan and homesteaded the N.W. 10-40-2-5 
jn 1903, After working for them for a year, |went 
to work for the H.M. Trimble family of Lacombe, 
Until my marriage, 

Emil and | started farming on our homes: 
tead with little more than lots of ambition and 
big dreams. We survived the ‘flu epidemic of 
1918 which hit many families hard, Prices were 
high in the 1920's, making progress slow for 
those just starting. We had bought a few heifers, 
but acquiring a small herd was a slow process by 
natural increase, and too, our acreage heing 
‘small, our feed supply was limited, so it took 
years to get twenty milking cows, and they were 
of every breed, color and size. 

It was not until the 1930's that we hired 
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help clearing and breaking the land with trac- 
tor and breaking plow. Up until then Emil had 
cleared the land By axe, pulling the big roots 
out with horses, or blasting with dynamite, 
making the land fit to break with horses, 

‘The 1930's weren't 100 conducive to pro- 
gress, what with barley 32¢ a bushel, eggs .03¢ 
fa dozen and a good steer bringing little more 
than the price of a good ten-pound roast of 
beef to-day, but in a mixed farming area we 
didn't want for food. We grew huge gardens, 
canned hundreds of quarts of vegetables and 
wild fruit and even sold some. We may have 
done without many things, but we learned to 
innovate and make do with what we had. It 
wasn’t unusual to make articles of clothing from 
flour sacks, and Robin Hood's picture graced 
the seat of many a fair maiden 

We had anew log house built in 1934, which 
we were delighted with, but it was destroyed by 
fire in 1947. We bought our first car in 1985, and 
this sure beat travel by team and democrat or 
wagon, especially in dry weather, but in wet 
weather on those dirt roads, it was a hassle 

Our first daughter, Violet, was born athome 
in 1919. Dr. Hynes had been called from La- 
combe, but did not arrive before the baby was 
born, It took some time to travel about twenty- 
two miles with horse and buggy, and it wasn't 
uncommon for the doctor to travel such distan- 
ces, even on horseback, 

‘Our second daughter, Lyla arrived in De- 
cember, 1921, (deceased in December, 1963). 
and once again Mother Johanson saw to her 
arrival, as she did with so many babies in the 
district in those early years. 

By August of 1924 our first son, Marvin was 
born (deceased July 1960). Dr. Somerville of 
Eckville came to our home for his delivery. This 
baby gave us a fretful four months, and thank 
goodness for Dr. Henry's arrival in Bentley at 
that time, as he soon had our son thriving, 

In 1935 we were blessed with another 
daughter, Mavis. This time it was Dr. Henry who 
came to our home to deliver her. Then came 
June of 1940, and our second son, Rodger, was 
born, but this time we welcomed our baby in the 
Bentley Hospital, where it is now situated 

Our three older children attended Sunset 
Hill school, with the exception of Violet attend- 
ing Boyle school for the first two years, which 
was only during the fall and spring of the year 
Miss Annie Thompson was her first teacher, 
with Miss Boyle for the second year, and both 
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were excellent teachers, During their atten- 
dance at Sunset Hill school they had some 
very capable and fine young ladies as teachers 
namely: Jean Connors, Freda MacDonald, Lila 
Rose, Ruth Craig, Joy Russell and Phyllis Ste- 
wart. The children rode horseback or walked 
to schoo! and weather was seldom an excuse 
to miss school. Teachers, pupils and parents 
became well acquainted, and it was a pleasure, 

Christmas Concerts at the schools were a 
highlight of the year, and | daresay, more tal- 
ented Producers, Actors and Actresses were en- 
joyed there than on many T.V.shows today. The 
school picnic at the end of June was another 
happy event. Sports events of every kind and 
good food, with gallons of homemade ice 
cream, made by the parents right there on the 
spot, tumed out by hand operated ice cream 
freezers. 

My father, being a Lutheran Minister, saw to 
our Christian education, holding services in his 
home or that of a neighbor. Then too, the Vig 
Lutheran Church, now called Grace Lutheran, 
was less than three miles from our home. A 
place of learning and a place to worship were 
foremost in the minds of the early settler, sothis 
church was an early accomplishment. 

Mf wealth was measured in dollars, then we 
hadn't much, especially in ourearly years on the 
farm, but if measured in good neighbors, then 
we were wealthy indeed, My fortune to reach 
these golden years, on one occasion was dueto 
their kind help. 

| became very ill one cold 30 degree below 
winter morning, and upon calling Dr. Henry, 
Emil was told to load me in the sleigh, and the 
Doctor would come with his car until the snow 
drifts stopped him, so we set out with team and 
sleigh, together with our close neighbors, Edwin 
Solberg and Car! Vig, we were met by Dr. Henry 
within three miles of our home. | was then trans- 
ferred to the doctor's car and rushed to the hos- 
pital. (The hospital was then situated just one 
block east from down town). There were no 
blood banks at that time, and | was in need of 
blood soa donor had tobe found. Luck was with 
us that day, for Edwin was able to provide my 
type blood, much to our gratitude. 

To speed up recovery when | was released 
from hospital, Dr. Henry prescribed that | eat 
liver often, | have a feeling Bert Thorp, who 
operated the meat market in town, sent us the 
liver of every beef he slaughtered, as well as did 











the neighbors. Needless to say, recovery was 
speedy, 

We moved off the farm in 1942 to Sylvan 
Lake, where we started a Tourist Cabin busi- 
ness. Mavis and Rodger took their schooling 


here. 

Our farming years were certainly eventful, 
but this too has been an exciting and challeng- 
ing experience. 





WETZEL, KARL AND FAMILY 
By Sam and Edna Wetzel 


In 1911 Karl and Katherine Wetzel, with 
seven of their eight children - Emma, Sally. 
Ronald, Ida, Bill, Ruth and Henry - came from 
Nebraska to farm three quarters of land in the 
Lockhart district. Sam born in 1913 and Eddie 
in 1915 completed the family 

There was much work tobe done. Trees had 
to be cleared from most of the land, sheltershad 
to be built for the livestock and a new home for 
the family. The cultivated land had to be seeded 
and crops had to be harvested and threshed, 
Cattle and horses had to be cared for and 
everyone was $0 busy that the older children 
were able to attend school only during the 
winter months, All this hard work created an 
attractive farmstead with its trees, lawns and 
flower beds and was a successful farming 
operation. 

In time, the family grew up and scattered. 
Emma married Salem Cole and moved to a farm 
4 mile east. Ronald and Nellie Whitworth wore 
married and began farming near the west shore 
of Gull Lake, then to a farm in the Chapel 
district, ida’moved to the Outlet district as the 
wife of Jake Whitworth; Ruth to Symonds as the 
wife of Warren Connelly, and they later moved 
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to a farm west of Rimbey and from there into 
Rimbey. Bill married Anna Leiske and began 
farming in the Rainy Creek district. They later 
retired to Bentley and Bill became a school bus 
driver and, with Anna's help, a rural mail 
deliverer. Sally returned to the United States 
and married Henry Gaetz. Henry Wetzel also 
returned to the States to become an employee at 
the race tracks until he joined the U.S. army and 
was stationed in Germany. He and his wife now 
live in Mesa, Arizona 

Only the parents, together with Sam and 
Eddie, remained on the farm and in 1938 Karl 
died suddenly. When war was declared Eddie 
joined the Air Force as an air-frame mechanic. 
He married Edna Iverson from Leedale and 
when the war ended Eddie and Ednasettied ona 
farm in the Elkhorn district and later went into 
egg production on land near Lacombe. They 
later moved to Red Deer where he became an 
employee of Deer Home and recently he has 
been busy doing janitorial work. He is now 
retired. He and Edna are great bowlers and 
golfers. Their three sons, Garry, Allan and 
Kenneth are graduates of Royal Roads and 
Kingston Military College. Allan recently eft the 
military and is living in Ottawa, Garry, a lawyer 
in Ottawa and Ken in Oromocto are still in the 
Canadian Armed Forces. The two girls, Clarice 
and Nancy are married. Clarice and her 
husband, John Harley, live in Calgary with their 
two children, Graeme and Angela. Nancy, her 
husband, Mike Hansen, and their children, Keli 
and Jesse, live in Red Deer. 

‘Sam remained on the farm with his mother. 
In 1942 she moved to Lacombe, where she died 
in April, 1943. The home farm was sold to a 
grandson, Milton Cole, and the third quarter was 
sold to J.W. Jaffray. 

In October, 1943, Sam married Edna Hall 
from Edmonton and they lived on the farm 
previously owned by Gus Palm. Here they lived 
Until 1959 and then moved to the Grover Robson 
farm. That year, too, Edna returned to teaching 
in Bentley Junior High Schoo! and continued 
there until she retired from teaching in 1974. 

Except for haying, Sam no longer farms, 
The grain land has been rented to a neighbor. 
For many years Sam played ball, then coached a 
local men's team. For a number of years he has 
‘coached the Lockhart Ladies’ ball team. He also 
keeps active with curling, golfing and three 
singing groups - Forshee Farmers, Drop-In 
Choir and the United Church choir. 
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The four children are no longer home. 
Donna is in Edmonton where she lives with her 
husband, Ken Klipper. She recently retired as an 
office manager to keep the books for her 
husband's business. Sheila, her husband, Jim 
Ferguson, and their daughter, Jody, alsotivesin 
Edmonton. Jim and Sheila are teachers in 
Edmonton schools. Joy, who retired as a 
pharmacist with the armed forces in 1979, is 
married to Yves Bosse, a pilot in the Canadian 
forces and they, with their son, Marc, are living 
in La Bale, Quebec, Dean is in his last year at 
Simon Fraser University, where he is studying 
archeology. 

‘Only the three youngest - Henry, Sam and 
Eddie - of Karl and Katherine Wetzel’s family 
are stil living 





WETZEL, RONALD AND NELLIE 
By Maxine Wetzel 

Ronald Wetzel was born May 7, 1900, in 
Nebraska and came to Canada with his parents, 
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Wetzel, at the age of thirteen 
years. My mother, Nellie Whitworth, was born 
June 20, 1898 in lowa and came to Canada with 
her parents, Mr. & Mrs. Chas. Whitworth, at the 
age of eighteen months. Mother and Dad were 
married in Lacombe on April 19, 1920. The first 
bridal shower ever to be held in the Outlet dis- 
trict was for my mother, at the home of Mrs. 
Philo Slaughter 

Mom and Dad settled first on the Tom Mok- 
rey farm west of Rimbey and farmed there until 
1922, then moving to the Barnett farm five miles 
north of Bentley, 

| was born on February 17, 1923 and in the 
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Ronald Wetzel and Nelle Wh 


spring of 1925 the folks moved to the Bill Cum- 
mings farm, half a mile south of Chapel schoo! 
My brother, Ken, was born April 11, 1926. 

In 1928 we moved to the C.F. Damron farm, 
better known as the Jesse Evernden farm. 

In 1936, Dad and Mom purchased the Bill 
Cummings farm and resided there until ill health 
forced Dad into selling the livestock and farm 
machinery and renting the farm in February, 
1956. 

While on a trip, Mother passed away June 
16, 1956 at Portland, Oregon, never reaching 
‘our destination of visiting relatives in California. 

Dad and | moved to Bentley the fall of 1956, 
where Dad resided until his passing December 
27, 1988, 

‘The farm had been sold to Donald Warner in 
the spring of 1957. 

Ken and | attended Chapel school and we 
are still in contact with many of our classmates 
of yesteryear. 

Dad and Mom took an active part in com: 
munity affairs and Dad was a member of the 
Bentley Elks in his latter years. Mom was active 
nthe Women's Institute and Forshee Commun= 
ity Club. Dad enjoyed being Santa Claus at the 
Christmas concerts, changing his voice so no 
cone knew who he was. Mom spent her leisure 
hours making quilts, weaving rugs, crocheting 
and sewing, gardening and growing flowers. 
They both enjoyed going to dances and play- 
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ing cards with their friends and neighbors. 
Dad raised a lot of hogs, milked several cows 
as well as grain farmed, 

The folks were both laid to rest in the Ben- 
tley cometery. 

| graduated from Marvel Hairdressing 
School, July, 1964 and have operated “Maxine’s 





Ronald and Nellie Wetzel with Ken and Maxine 


Beauty Salon” from my own home at Rimboy 
since graduation. | enjoy playing cards, garden 
ing and reading and going on holiday to points 
such as Hawaii, California, Alaska and eastern 
Canada 

Ken married Edith Elmquist April 7, 1954 
and they have been blessed with two daught- 
ers, Dianna, born 1959, and Delamae, born 
1961. Ken and Edith live in Red Deer where 
both are employed - Ken as locksmith at Red 
Deer Regional Hospital and Edith as Unit 
Charge on a nursing unit at Michener Centre 
Dianna is presently employed and living in 
Calgary and Delamae will be a graduate nurse 
of the Red Deer College in July, 1981 


WHITESELL, DELBERT AND FAMILY 
By Delbert Whitesell 


My parents, Levi and Lucinda Whitesell, and 
their five children, Bessie, Charles, Delbert, Wil- 
bur and John, arrived at Blackfalds April, 1898, 
land purchased land from Newt Burdick, who 
had homesteaded it, 

In addition to farming, Dad did blacksmi- 
thing work for his neighbors and the Whitesell 
home became a stopping place, particularly for 

nomesteaders travelling 10 and from their ho- 
mesteads north and east of the Red Deer river, 
and there were occasions when practically ev- 
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ery foot of the livingroom floor was taken up by 
slumbering travellers. 

In 1903, Dad filed on a homestead in the 
Bentley district S.W. 14-40-1-5 and the family 
moved there and Dad spent the rest of his life 
there. He passed away November 23, 1909 and 
Mother died December 1, 1913, 

1 was born at Bushnell, South Dakota on 
May 3, 1889 and attended schoo! at Norris 
Springs, lowa, and later at Bushnell. When the 
family moved to the Burbank area in Alberta, | 
attended schoo! at Blackfalds, and my first 
teacher was Miss Stewart, followed by Miss E.M. 
Perrin, SH. Farewell and Mr. Creighton 

In 1910, | took over the family farm at Ben: 
tley and on April 14, 1916 | married Olive. Vieit 
at Lacombe. In 1919, we sold the farm at Bentley 
and bought one at Rimbey, which we farmed 
Until the spring of 1956, and during the last 
twenty-two years of that time, I was employed 
by the municipality on road construction and 
maintenance work in the district. 

Olive and | had foursons, John, Harry, Allan 
and Charles and a foster daughter, Ruby Mae. 
Olive passed away at Bentley May 6, 1952 ands 
buried in the Mount Auburn cemetery at Rim- 
bey. 

Alter Olive's death, | sold the farm and lived 
for two years with my son, Harry, in Calgary, and 
then came back to Lacombe, where | married 
‘Mrs. Sadie May Paull on August 30, 1955. Sadie 
was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Angus French, 
who homesteaded three miles north of Bentley 
in 1894. After living in Lacombe for a time, we 
decided to move to Red Deer, where we were 
active members of the Central Alberta Old Ti 
mers Association. We attended the United 
Church and | was a life member of the Modern 
Woodmen of America, which | had joined in 
1912, 

Sadie passed away June 11, 1979 and | am 
now living in the Senior Citizens Lodge in Rim- 
boy. 

Further to the original Whitesell family ~ 
Bessie married Arthur Walker of Alix April 4, 
1906 and died at Fort Langley, B.C. July 9, 1956. 
Charlie married Stena McPherson of Bentley in 
August 1919 and passed away June 90, 1971 in 
lowa, U.S.A. Wilbur married Annie Hobbs of On- 
tario February 1, 1923 and died at Bentley Feb- 
ruary 7, 1952. John married Gladys Stephenson 
of Bentley in 1931 and died in Edmonton No- 
vember 6, 1971 

The following is an excerpt from an article 
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written in 1967, giving the history of my family at 
that time. 

‘John Wilbur was born at Bentley on April 
1917, married Louise Mary Green at Hanna, De- 
cember 9, 1949 and is employed as a finishing 
man on highway construction and now lives at 
‘Sundre, Alta. Harry Max, who was born at Ben- 
tley on October 25, 1919, married Marion Kate 
Bigelow at Vancouver June 10, 1919. He has 
been electrical inspector for the city of Calgary 
for several years. Allan Robert, who was born at 
Rimbey September 3, 1927 and was married to 
Alice Margaret McCullough at Peace River on 
February 28, 1953, Heisnow employedas parts- 
‘man for the International Harvester Company at 


Manning, Alberta. Charles Huston was born at 
Rimbey June 13, 1929 and married Audrey May 
Anderson at Rimbey March 3, 1953 and is now 
‘employed as a battery man with an oll company 
at Rocky Mountain House. Ruby Mae was born 
at Edmonton on June 30, 1939 and married Gor- 
don Sakofsky at Rimbey on Novernber 19, 1956, 
They now live at Swift Current, where Gordon is 
‘employed as a trucker with an oil company. 


WHITWORTH, CHARLES HENRY FAMILY 
By Belle Graham (nee Whitworth) 


Charles Whitworth was born Nov. 19, 
1868, in Patterson, lowa, U.S.A. and passed 
away at Bentley, Alberta June 12, 1926. 

His wife, Cora Savannagh Palmer, was born 
Sept. 3, 1871 at Barney, lowa, She died in Janu- 
ary, 1950, 

They arrived from Patterson, lowa, at La- 
combe, North West Territories, Canada, Dec. 
28, 1899, with five children. Following are their 
names, birth dates, and spouses in brackets, 

Minnie Pearl born Sept. 23, 1890 - (Fred 
Ellsworth); Walter Lee (Jake) born March 12, 
11892 - (Ida Wetzel): Mamie Annie born May 16, 
1894 - (Ben Hicks); Bert (Jud) born March 22, 
1896 - (Clara Riddle). (Jud was with the army in 
the first world war in England). Nellie Alice born 
June 20, 1898 - (Ronald Wetzel) 

‘The family took up residence on afarmeast 
of Lacombe for three years. Itwas there that two 
more children were born: - Charles Thomas 
born March 31, 1900 - (Eileen Fer); Phoebe 
May born Feb. 20, 1902 - (Ray F. Gideon) 

In March 1803 the family took up residence 
on their horhestead, north of Bentley, the S.W. 
10-41-1-WS, where two children were born: - 
Eva Belle born June 1, 1904 - (George T. Gra- 
ham); Frederick Ray born Aug. 29, 1908 (Irma 
Rud). Assisting at their birth was Maggie 
Slaughter, (Fred served in the army in the se- 
cond world war as a cook.) 

Former residents on this farm were the Bar- 
netts and the Mannings. Eva Belle Graham isthe 
only survivor of the original family. All but Fred 
are buried in the Bentley Cemetery. Fred is bur- 
jed at North Battleford, Sask. 

From records kept by her father and from 
ner own memory, Belle recalls many events over 
the years. Charles was prominent in political 
and local improvement district affairs. He was 
on the Outlet Schoo! Board and later was on the 
Bentley Village Council after moving there in 
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1920, after Jake took over the farm. Receipts 
show farm taxes of $6.40 in 1902, Hail insurance 
in 1906 was .15¢ per acre, (30 acres was $4.50). 

Grandma Whit, or Aunt Vanny, as she was 
lovingly called by many, acted as mid wife to 
many district residents and was present when all 
the Jens Larsen family were born. 

In 1909 a fire which started from an old 
straw stack, which had been burnt late in 1908, 
fanned by a brisk spring wind, spread to a straw 
pig shelter. With the help of Bert DeGroff, 
Grandma Whit fought the fire with pails of water 
from a well they pumped dry and then, carrying 
water from a slough, they were able to putit out 
Jake, Jud and their father returned home from 
Bentiey shortly after, where they had been fight- 
ing a fire at Jens Larsens at the same time. 

Chief Strawberry and Chief Yellowface and 
their indian tribes camped often in the district 
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northeast of Bert DeGroft's. After an Indian reli: 
gious ceremony in this area many yards of co- 
lorful material was found woven in the trees. 
When it was apparent they were not returning 
for it this material was collected and made into 
aprons, etc. 

The family took their education atthe Outlet 
‘School, and some of the teachers remembered 
were Mrs. Steele, Miss Isabel Swanson, 
(McNeil), Miss Carrie Glass, Miss Edna Lay- 
cock, Elva Stambough, Mildred Carritt Woolgar, 
Geoffrey Taylor, Miss Black, Mr, McFarland. 
and Isabel Jorgenson. Many of these teachers 
boarded at the Whitworth home. 

During the first world war many ladies with 
approximately six or seven sewing machines, 
gathered at the Whitworth home to sew sheets, 
and pillow cases for overseas service men, 

Being a large family, Sundays found many 
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young folks gathered at this home for sports 
Such as horse-shoes, croquet and baseball 
games. 

A large house built by the Barnetts on the 
S.E. 10-41-1-W5 was completely destroyed by a 
cyclone in 1926. It was unoccupied at the time, 
Debris was spread over many acres and some 
atticles were never found: others twisted and 
buried. 

Moving onto an acreage on the northern 
outskirts of Bentley, best known as the Ralph 
Garries place, they milked cows and raised pigs 
and chickens, made and sold butter. 

After her father’s death, Belle and her 
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mother operated a boarding and rooming 
house. They baked bread for Brady Palmer 
who operated a cafe in Bentley. John Eaton 
would take bread to Rimbey where itis believed 
to have been sold at George Mowbray’s Store. 

Belle worked at many places in Bentley and 
at both C.F. and John Damron’s homes. She well 
remembers the many white shirts that C.F. Dam- 
ron wore to his auction sales. She helped at Dr. 
Henry's home when his first child was born and 
also at the Bentley Hospital when it was located 
in the old Garries house on main street, helping 
to save the arm of aman who had blood poison. 
The treatment consisted of soaking the arm in a 
boiler of hot water beside his hospital bed. Me- 
mories recall’a mission Dr. Henry and a nurse 
took by railroad handcar to the Hoadley area 
where they operated on a woman for ruptured 
appendix on the kitchen table. The lunch they 
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had taken with them was given to the lady's 
family. 

During harvest time Belle would travel with 
the crew to help cook at various places, such as 
Henry Castleman's, Moore's, Nicholson's, Ro- 
nald Wetzel's, and Jud Whitworth’s to name a 
few, 

On August 11, 1932, she married George T. 
Graham. 

Of this large Charles Whitworth family only 
Fred's grandson, Gerry Whitworth, of Turtle- 
ford, Saskatchewan, carries on the Whitworth 
name. 





A LETTER FROM CANADA 
C.H. WHITWORTH WRITES AN INTERESTING 
LETTER FROM THE NORTH WEST TERAITO- 
RIES TO THE EDITOR OF THE MADISONIAN 
PAPER IN IOWA, USA 

We have had cold weather here for the past 
week; the thermometer registered thirty-five 
below zero. 

We had no cold weather until February and 
no snow until the 8th 

The cold does not atfect a person so much 
hore as it does in lowa. There is litle wind blow- 
ing, and | have been out teaming when it was 
thirty-five below and did not feel the cold 
much as in lowa when ten below with wind 

This isa fine grain and stock country. Small 
grain does fine but the season is too short for 
corn, Here are some of the market prices: - oats 
25, wheat 60, potatoes 30, eggs 30, salt is very 
high at 2 cenis a pound, molasses $1 per gallon 
vinegar $1 per gallon, kerosene 45 cents per 
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gallon, dressed turkeys 20 cents a pound, pork 
is 15 cents a pound, lard 15 cents, 

Farm machinery is high. Mower costs $62, 
binders $130.00, wagon $80.00. Top buggies are 
a rare article. 

‘Game is plentiful, the lakes being full of the 
finest varieties of fish. | have seen them hauled 
to town by the wagonbox full. They are taken 
with spears and nets but itis unlawful to use a 
net except to catch fish for your own use. We 
have bears and deer, also some lynx 

Most of the Indians are old and live on the 
reservation, about thirty miles from Lacombe, 
or in a few tents near town, and they saw 
wood for merchants. | find a good many immi: 
grants here from Minnesota, Nebraska, and 
Dakota. 

| think the country is alright. All it needs is 
some industrious people to break and farm this 
prairie country. 

Wood and coal are plentiful. Lacombe has 
two schoolhouses and two churches, Presby- 
terian and Methodist, and they do not quarrel 
with one another. Sunday is observed closely. 
No labor of any kind is performed on that day 

| can tell more about the country a year from 





Yours truly 

CH. Whitworth, 
Lacombe, Canada, 
February 17, 1900 


LETTER FROM C.H. WHITWORTH 
MARCH 18, 1900, 


Editor Reporter 

We are having the finest weather | ever saw 
{or this time of year. The snow is all gone; what 
little there was, and the mud does not stick like it 
{does in fowa, It does not roll up on your wagon 
‘wheels, and the wind blows but very little. Cattle 
look well and are very high. They area great deal 
higher than when | came in December, 

Cows sell for $45. and $50,, tat cattle at 
$3.75 per hundred 

Horses are high and we need some good 
horses. 

Inve Bevington and A.N. Hall were here; was 
glad to see them, Irve is going to start a cattle 
ranch west of Lacombe, an the Blindman River 
is Is a fine cattle country; plenty of grass and 
water. Mr. Ben Palmerand Irve Bevington havea 
large tract of land on the Blindman River. Be- 
vington bought railroad land while here, The 
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ranch will be known as the Bevington and 
Palmer Ranch 

There is all kinds of money to be made here 
in the cattle business. Cattle have grazed on the 
prairie all winter and look fine. 

We had no snow until February and very 
little then. 


CHAS. PALMER WRITES MARCH 18th, 1900 
Editor Reporter: 

Well it has been some time since | left the 
pretty little town of Winterset, lowa, and | take 
pleasure in writing you a few lines. 

This is a nice country and we are having 
rice weather at present. In the month of Febru- 
ary we; that is five men; lived in a tent while 
building our home, It was all the way from 20 
to 30 degrees below and still it was comforta- 
ble in our cloth house. 

Fishing and hunting are fine. One of our 
neighbors went out and shot five deer last week. 

Lots of wolfs and grouse to hunt. How are all 
the boys? Give them my best wishes. 

How is the baseball club getting along? T: 
them | would like to be with them, lam running 
the barbershop in connection with the hotel 
working on a salary. 

wish you could come out and go hunting 
and fishing with me. We live within four miles of 
Gull Lake: a lovely body of water, eight miles 
wide and eighteen miles long 

'A fish caught in the lake weighing thirty 
pounds. 

Inve Bevington and A.N. Null saw it and it 
made their eyes stick out. 

Inve bought a section joining us on the east 
and he is well pleased with the country. 








WIANCKO, ALBERT FAMILY 
By Lillian Wiancko 

‘Our families originated from the Ponoka 
area but as a young married couple, my hu: 
band, Albert, and | and two small daughters, Vi 
olet and Meda, moved to California in 1923. 
Albert went into the building construction busi 
ness in Alameda, California and | was manager 
of a Mutual Store before moving to the Bentley 
area. 

Encouraged by good prices on fur-bearing 
animals, we left our home in Californian 1927 to 
go into a fur-farm operation in the Sunset dis- 
trict with Alberts father and two brothers, Dou- 
glas and George. We bought land around 























Dag team on Wiancko fur form » 1933 
Horsehoe Lakes, which is approximately 7 miles 
west and 2 miles north of Bentley, built a high 
woven wire fence around 800 acres, including 
the lake, and stocked the area with beavers and 
muskrats caught in Alberta streams. We paid the 
government $5.00 for each beaver and 25¢ for 
each muskrat. After building our home, encio- 
sures, runways, barns, and a large meat house 
(complete with ice packed in sawdust) we in= 
vested in foxes at $300 to $500 each as well as 
mink, and a few badgers and coyotes. This com- 
pleted our stock of fur bearing animals. 

They thrived on wild rabbits we shot and 
skinned, and horsemeat from old horses we pur- 
chased from farmers and butchered. | baked 
thousands of hard-tack biscuits whenever we 
butchered, using blood in the recipes for the 
foxes as “their special treat 

The year was 1930, the depression era was 
on, so we moved back to Bentley where! worked 
in the Bentley Co-op while Albert continued to 
become established in the fur-farming business. 
After 2 years we again moved to Sunset and 
continued our fur-farming venture 

Although our hardships were many, we al- 
ways had lots to eat ... a good garden, chickens, 
milk, lots of wild game, fish from the Horseshoe 
lakes, wild berries, and even wild mushrooms. 
Our fresh drinking water came from a dug well 
each pail-full drawn up by a pulley and carried 
about 60 feet to the house. (Compared to city life 
in California where we previously lived, it was 
primitive.) We took our wheat to Eckville to be 
{ground into whole wheat flour which made good 
wholesome bread, cinnamon rolls, pies, etc. 
Despite the depression they were happy days. 

The mode of transportation was our "Hud- 
son Super Six" which we brought with us from 
California, Butifitrained, the sticky gumbo mud 
roads often caused us to revert to the Bennett 
Buggy (a horse drawn wagon named after RE. 





Bennett, the Prime Minister of Canada during 
the depression years.) 

‘We enjoyed having quests. Newly wed cou- 
ples and friends came to our home to enjoy the 
farm food, lakes, and the country atmosphere, 
Social gatherings, berry picking, country dan- 
ces and childrens’ school concerts filled the few 
leisure hours. In the fall, big game hunting was 
Albert’s favorite pastime and without fall he 
bagged a moose, deer or elk. | canned the meat 
and made various colé meats, including our 
Christmas mince meat made from moose meat. 

‘At this time our daughters, aged 8 and 9 
went to Sunset Schoo! 3% miles away, in 
summer riding one.of the old horses double 
horseback and in the winter “mushing" three 
enthusiastic tail-wagging German shepherd 
dogs on a special sled we built for them. Be- 
cause of the dogs’ enthusiasm, the girls often 
found themselves left behind in a snow drift and 
had to call a halt, to climb on the sled again. 

Sunset school was 2 one-room B-grade 
classroom with about 30 students. Some of the 
teachers who dedicated their teaching skills 
were: Miss Jean Connor 1931/32, Miss G.R. 
Craig 1932/33, Miss H. Joy Russell 1933/34, Mr. 
Jas E. Holditch 1984/35. The heating system for 
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the school was a fat pot-bellied stove that threw 
the warmth with great belches to the children in 
the back row but somehow never found its way 
to the front where the younger children sat. But 
ithad its advantages. The children brought well 
scrubbed raw potatoes each morning to lay 
around the ledge of the heaters theirlunchtime 
treat of baked potatoes. 

There was a barn to house the horses the 
children rode. Chivalry was never absent. After 
school each boy brought his little girlfriend's 
horse to the school door for her ride home. 

On a cold blizzardy winter's night in Janu- 
ary 1983, we were blessed with ason. Dr, William 
Henry from Bentley had difficulty arriving be- 
‘cause of the storm and Ken was born with the 
aid of a neighbor, Louise Holman, as midwife 

For winter projects, we had a sawmill, and 
farmers from the Sunset area brought their logs 
to be sawed. Coffee and meals were always 
ready for hungry sawyers and cold neighbors. 

Foxes, mink, beavers, muskrats, all thrived 
bout the economy lagged and the prices for the 
fur pelts dropped, The most difficult problems 
were the poachers who came onto our land near 
the lake shore, setting traps at night and deplet- 
ing our muskrat and beaver stack. 
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‘The building boom was on and Bentley was 
‘growing, so we sold the farm and stock and 
moved back permanently to Bentley in 1936. We 
brought with us 2 dogs, one cat and the reluc- 
tant jersey cow. | led her on horseback from 
Sunset but half way to Bentley she balked. Asa 
last resort, | tied a rope around and under her tail 
to hasten her walk to town. There were no 
further problems with the jersey cow and she 
supplied us with fresh milk for many years dur- 
ing our years in Bentley. 

‘Our house was bullt from the birch and 
spruce we milled on the farm. We disassembled 
an old building in town and that furnished more 
lumber. Even the nails were carefully picked up 
or pulled out of the lumber, straightened out on 
fa block of wood, giving us all the nails we 
eeded to bulld our home. Many 2 winter's 
evening was spent straightening nails. 

Albert continued in the building business. 
‘There are many older homes in Bentley today 
that Albert put his style to, with the Spanish 
(arches and stucco work) reminiscient of our 
stay in California 

Through a friend, Bird Headley, who had a 
theatre at Ponoka, we became interested in the 
motion picture business, and invested in 
second-hand projectors, contracted motion 
pictures which we played at the Bentley hall for 
the people of the community. One of the 1930 
projectors was in the Edmonton archives from 
1950 - 1960 and is now in the Pask-a-Poo Mu- 
seum in Rimbey, 

The people of the community were recep- 
tive to our shows, and we enlarged the area by 
buying the Empress Theater in Rimbey and 
playing at both Rimbey and Bentley. 

In 1947 we sold our properties in Bentley 
and moved to Rimbey. There we continued to 
play shows, had a small ranch, raised quarter 
horses, built a race track and held several gymk- 
hanas at our Green Gables Ranch, living a very 
active life until our retirement in 1971. In Deo- 
meber 1975 Albert passed on after a lengthy 
iliness. 

‘Our daughters, Vi Barry lives in Edmonton, 
Meda Paterson in Calgary, and our son, Dr. Ken 
Wiancko resides in Edmonton, 

The memories of Bentley, with its broad 
main street and tidy appearance will always 
share a proud place in my heart. When we left 
Bentley it was hard to say farewell, as we had 
many fond memories of happy times with good 
friends within the Bentley community. 





WIESE, WILLIAM AND FAMILY 


Mr, and Mrs, Wiese were both born in Ger- 
many and came, as young people, to Nebraska, 
U.S.A, where they met and were married March 
29, 1886, at Grand Island, Nebraska, Mrs. Wiese 
was the former Mary Shultz, born in 1864 Mr. 
Wiese was born December 21, 1856 

‘They came to the Aspen Beach areain 1900, 
where they operated a hotel, or stopping place, 
and lived there until 1913. They then sold their 
holdings and movedto the Carstairs area, where 
they had purchased a farm. They lived there for 
five years and then lived in the village of Bentley 
until 1921 and then moved to the S.W.6-41-2-5, 
north west of Bentley. 

The Wieses celebrated their Golden Wed- 
ding on Sunday, March 29, 1936, and all their 
children, with the exception of one, were ableto 
attend, 

Mr. Wiese, who was known as “Dad” to 
many of his close friends, passed away at the 
‘age of eighty-two at the Bentley hospital, after a 
brief illness. Mrs, Wiese continued to enjoy 
good health and passed away in 1955, at theage 
of ninety-one. 

They had four sons and three daughters. 
Ralph, who farmed with his father for many ye- 
ars; Roy who farmed and later was a carpenter in 
Bentley: Carl, who was manager of the Co-op in 
Bentley and later moved to Barrhead: Detlef in 
business in Consort; Lulu, who married Bert 
Thorp; Linda, married to Glen Marshall of Tees 
and Eva, married to Fred Newcombe of Car- 
stairs. Detlef, Linda and Eva are the only surviv- 
ing members of the original Wiese family. 





WILDE, CARL 
By Wilde Family 


Carl Wilde, his wife, Dagny, and their four 
sons: Wayne, born 1932; Willard, born 1933; 
Jack, born 1937 and Howard, born 1940, moved 
to the Gull Lake district in 1945, 

‘Carl was born at Alba, Nebraska, in 1896 
and moved with his family to Oregon in 1906. 
After his discharge from the navy, he and his 
brother, Walter, came to the Carseiand district 
of southern Alberta in 1921 to visit their sister. 

In July, 1928 he married the former Dagny 
Christensen, who had moved from lowa with her 
family in 1911. They lived in the Okotoks district 
before moving to the farm on which the Advent- 
ist Gull Lake cemetery is situated. The boys 
attended Gull Lake school, 


The family moved to the Kuusamo district in 
1947. There they lived in the “Cheese Factory’ 
until highway 11 was widened in 1953 and then 
in two other district locations 

The sight of Carl's Model A is well remem- 
bered as he travelled an enormous territory sel: 
ling Watkins products for eleven years, 

Carl and Dagny retired to the town of Sylvan 
Lake in 1958 and Dagny passed away on March 
29, 1964. Carl lives in the Sylvan Lake Lodge. 

Wayne married Phyllis Barreth in 1957. 
They had four daughters; Jo Ann Davidson 
(Doug), Darlene Shapley (Scott, deceased), 
Valerie (deceased) and Rhonda and two grand 
daughters Kellie and Kendal Davidson. After 
farming at Piapot, Sask., they moved to Maple 
Creek, Sask., in 1981 

Willard married Ethel Moncrief in 1958 and 
they have Melvin and Debbie. After living in 
Okotoks and Calgary fora number of years, they 
moved to Sylvan Lake in 1973 and havea garage 
business. 

Jack married Della Burdick of Kuusamo 
district in 1959. Their sons, Dennis and Jerry, 
live at Syivan Lake. Jack and Della ive in Jasper, 
Alta., where Jack is with the gas company. 

Howard married Paula Nelson of the Rainy 
Creek district in 1962. They have three sons: 
Jim, Dwayne and Glen. Howard and Paula 
moved back to Sylvan Lake from Calgary in 1973 
and are also in the garage business. 


WILKINS, GEORGE AND FAMILY 


George Wilkins came to Bentley in 1920-21 
from Grimsby, Ontario. He worked for Bill 
Baillie until he homesteaded a quarter on the 
‘Sunset Hill. George and his wife had five child- 
ren when they left the farm and moved into Ben- 
tley in 1946, 

George Wilkins, Jr. married Anna Holmen 
‘They farmed in the Lockhart district for 15 years 
before moving to Edmonton. George is now re- 
tired in Red Water. They had three children, 
Margaret, Albert and Leona, 

Josh Wilkins married Nellie Haarstad in 
1938. He went to Great Bear Lake where he 
worked in @ mine. In 1940 he bought a quarter, 
4% miles south of Bentley, from J.B. Dane. This 
was the original homestead of Charlie Steele, 
Josh moved to Bentley in 1965. Josh and Nellie 
had three children; Miriam who married Gerald 
Jaffray and lives in Rocky Mountain House 
with their three children; Rodney who married 
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Doreka Bennink, and live on the home farm 
with their children, Kevin, Glenda, Eldon, and 
Danny, who was killed in a farm accident in 
1980, aged 16 years, Sandra married Tom Turn= 
bull and they live on the Turnbull home farm, 
north of Bentley with their three children, 
Timmy, Kary, and Jay. 


WILKINS, JOSH AND NELLIE 

Joshua (Josh) Wilkins and Nellie Haarstad 
were married in 1938 and went to Great Bear 
Lake to live as Josh was working in the mine 
there. They bought their farm, S.E, 34-39-1-5, in 
1940 and lived there until their son, Rodney, 
took it over in 1962. Their firsthome was a 16 by 
20' frame dwelling, which still stands across the 
road. Malcom Dane was the former owner of 
this land 

‘They began farming with horses, but soon 
Powered machinery was added, until now only 
saddle horses remain, 

They well remember thelr first new truck, a 
1946 Studebaker halt-ton. A top was builton the 
back, @ tent added to the equipment and Josh 
and Nellie, together with two other couples, set 
off for their first holiday in Banff, leaving families 
and worries behind. The comfort of sleeping in 
the truck was shared by each couple taking 
turns. 

Rural electrification came in 1948, so the 
Wilkins built a new and fully modern home on 
their farm. Many changes had taken place in the 
eight years since they had started to farm, with 
only sixty acres broken, Most of the good land. 
was producing and another quarter had been 
added 

There were now three children: Miriam, who 
married Jerry Jaffray and lives in Rocky Moun- 
tain House, Rodney, who married Dorika Ben- 
ink and they live on the home place, and 
‘Sandra, who married Thomas Turnbull and they 
live on the old Turnbull farm north of Bentley. 

There are nine grandchildren: Miriam and 
Jerry's three sons, Darcy, Brian and Marvin; 
Rodney and Dorika’s Kevin, Danny (who was 
killed in a tragic accident), Glenda and Eldon 
and Sandra and Tom's, Timmy, Kari and Jay. 

Josh supposedly retired in 1962, when he 
and Nellie moved to live in Bentley, but he ac- 
tively farmed for many years and still spends 
many hours out at the farm. They were an active 
couple and made many friends in their district 
and in the Bentley area, where they are still 
active. 
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WILSON, GERALD 
By Gerald Wilson 

We are located five and a half miles south 
‘west of Bentley. The land was purchased from 
William Surratt and his son, Donald, in the late 
summer of 1937. It is the south half of 7-40-1- 
WS. This transaction meant | would be leaving 
home and many decisions had to be made. 
Home then was New Brigden, Alberta, where my 
folks located when coming from Brigden, Onta- 
fio in April, 1911 

By turning my homestead quarter back to 
the Government, they supplied two settlers ef- 
fects box cars for transportation. Some neces- 
sary machinery was loaded into one car, 
together with lumber for a barn. The other car 
was loaded with a few head of caitle. These two 
cars were sent east from New Bridgden to Big- 
gar, Saskatchewan, by the C.N.R., then back to 
Edmonton, and down to Sylvan Lake, where 
they were unloaded and trucked out to my new 
farm. 

‘At the same time a bunk house on steel 
wheels, for eating and sleeping accomodation, 
was heading west, while two horse-back riders, 
herding horses along, kept company. This epi- 
sode took eight days steady travelling, 

The only buildings on this land were a use- 
less old log barn, and a house with one lone 
evergreen tree out front, and an unused well. My 
first task was to clean out the well, re-cribit, and 
install a hand pump, 

‘Anew barn was partially erected by Christ- 
mas and finished later that winter. So began my 
farming experiences at Bentley. 

During the summer a new house started to 
materialize where the old log one had stood. By 
fall, and not being the bachelor type, | went 
home to help with the threshing, and to marty 
the girl of my dreams. 

Arriving back here after dark, the little bunk. 
house with its coal oll lamp and men inside, 
looked like a grim way tostart married life, when 
all | had in my pocket was a five dollar bill 

(On July 22, 1942, around 3:30-4:00 p.m., we 
were completely hailed out. Many birds were 
killed and even the willows were dead for several 
years afterwards. 

In the spring of 1943, a young man, whose 
name was James S. Rass, came to work for us 
land stayed eleven years before leaving to work. 
for the oil companies. 

We raised hogs and milked cows for a 








number of years before starting in Registered 
Horned Hereford Cattle, now known as Rainy 
Creek Herefords. 

‘At the Calgary Spring Show and Sale in 
March, 1975, our bull, R.C. Britisher Lad 14.E, 
was judged "Grand Champion”. Other group 


placings were: - First for the "Best Three Bulls 
First for the “Best Five Bulls”, First for the "Pro- 
gony of Sire’ 

‘Growing grain and hay has also played a 
large part in the farm operation since acquiring 
three more quarter sections of land, these being 
the N.W. 6-40-1-W5, from John and Car! Hilstad; 
the N.W. 5-40-1-WS, from Canada Permanent 
Trust Co., and the N.E. 6-40-1-W5 from Dennis 
Anderson. 

Of our two children, Merlyn took his first 
two years of schooling at Stephenson, three 
miles to the north west. Miss Mary Gamble from 
Prince Edward Island, was his teacher. He com 
pleted the rest of his schooling at Bentley. After 
graduation he took a course in Agriculture at the 
Olds Schoo! of Agriculture, and has since 
started the farm labor and management with his 

‘Dad 

‘Sharon, our daughter, took all her school- 
ing at Bentley and her nurses training at the 
University Hospital, Edmonton 

Both are married with families, and con- 
tinue the Hereford tradition 





WILTON, PERCY 
By Mary Wilton 


In 1908 Percy Wilton came West with his 
parents and worked on a ranch at Mayton, Al- 
berta. Two years later he came to the Rimbey 
district, where he worked at odd jobs. In 1914he 
enlisted in the 12th C.M.R.S. and served in the 
war overseas until 1919. After returning homehe 
worked in the Rimbey Creamery as butter- 
maker. It was owned by a Mr. Brodie. We were 
married in March, 1923 and he was transferred 
to the Bentley Creamery, also owned by Mr. 
Brodie. 

1, Mary Wilton, emigrated with my parents 
from lowa in 1902, and after spending two years 
at Ponoka, we moved to the Rimbey district, 
where | spent my early years before coming to 
Bentley. 

We lived next door to the creamery, where 
‘we paid $10.00 per month rent for eight years, 
Percy's salary at that time was $87.00 per month. 
While we were there wehad Mr. and Mrs. Charlie 





Onsol Wilton breaks 
Whitworth as neighbors. They were a grand 
couple and we spent many pleasant evenings 
together playing cards, or just visiting. Next 
door we had the Kerrs, and across the street we 
had the Clarence Damron family. 

In 1928 we bought the S.W. 35-40-1-WS 
which was previously owned by Frank Schoo- 
ley, who had been editor of the Lacombe Adver- 
tiser. We moved to the farm in 1831. By that time 
we had our family of four sons and one 
daughter, 

The land was completely covered with 
brush and trees, except for a small area where a 
small house stood; also a small log barn and the 
garden. It looked like a never ending job of 
Clearing the land, but by the time the depression 
was upon us, and prices so low, we couldn't 
afford to buy feed for the hogs we had planned 
to raise in a large way. So we sold the sows and 
put the money into cows. We managed to get 
about 10 acres broke that spring by Victor Jo- 
hannson, which we seeded to wheat. It brought 
Us .92¢ per bushel that fall 

| would like to say what good friends we had 
in the stores, especially John Blish, (groceries) 
and Russell Garries, (hardware and machinery). 
‘They gave us credit when we needed it, and 
were paid off in the fall with our first grain 
cheques. Without their help times would have 
been much harder for us. Our taxes at that time 
were $27.24 for the quarter. 

The Outlet at that time was a fast flowing 
stream from Gull Lake to the Blind man River. 
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There was also a lovely spring gushing from the 
bank higher up along the road, and when Rim- 
bey farmers had to haul their hogs to Lacombe, 
it was a watering place for their horses. It was 
also a camping place for the Indians, where 
there was nice fresh water, and fish in the 
stream. At one time the stream was dammed 
with cement to restrict the water. The dam was 
taken out in time and the Outlet was dry for 
years. Now the water is being pumped back into 
the lake. 

We hired a man each summer to clear the 
land with an axe, as there was no big machinery 
todo the jobat that time, Later we bought a large 
steel wheeled tractor. It was slow but powerful 
and was a big help in clearing land and breaking 
sod. Then came the time to pick roots, a back 
breaking job. Our family were growing up and 
were a big help. The trees were all sawed into 
wood, which was split mechanically, and we 
sold cords and cords of it. The last few acres 
were cleared with a large clearing outfit, owned 
by Mr. Layden of Red Deer. 

n 1997 we took over the dairy route from 
Mr. Jesse Evernden, and sold bottled milk in 
Bentley for eight years. The business grew, as 
did the town, and we had to enlarge our dairy 
herd. We built a large barn and during the war 
we equipped it with a 32 volt lighting plant. We 
were then able to havea milking machine, which 
lightened the work considerably. It was @ very 
‘demanding job but also very rewarding. We had 
promised ourselves a new house with the prot- 
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its, but at that time the quarter of land across the 
road was put up for sale, and we bought it from 
Mearl MckKilligan, This gave us a half section of 
very good land. We made some very good 
friends on the milk route. Onemorning the milk- 
man found a clipping in a bottle on Zella 
MoPherson’s porch, which read, "I never saw a 
purple cow - I never hope to see one - but from 
the milk we're getting now - | know that there 
must be one.” Zella stepped out and together 
they had a good laugh. We had such good 
neighbors on the farm, the Jens Larsens to the 
north; the Mckilligans across the road; and the 
Dick Damrons and Ralph Morisons to the south. 
Later on the Roy Mckilligans came, then moved 
to BC. There were five Larsen children; five 
from the Wiltons; two from the McKilligans; and 
four from the Ralph Morison family, who usually 
walked to school together. “Grandma” Whit- 
worth lived in the first house on the Village 
street, and she used to say, “Well, here comes 
Cox's army! 

‘At one time we had a nice collie dog which 
was broken to pull the sleigh with two children, 
He began to be a nuisance at school - sowe had 
to stop, but if no one tied him up at night, he 
would be waiting at the foot of the hill next 
morning. The children always had their chores 
to do but they had wonderful times on the farm, 
with the water in the Outlet and the steep banks 
to coast and ski on. They had a lot of friends in 
town who liked to come out on Saturdays and 
evening to ski and have sleigh parties. They 








broke calves to ride and drive - and then there 
was the garbage dump on the Outlet Hill, 
where they used to spend hours, 

Later George Gorskys bought the land to 
the east of us. They were wonderful neighbors. 
We borrowed machinery back and forth and 
helped at harvest time or whenever help was 
Needed. In 1957 we built anice house to retirein. 
We lived there for nine years, until Percy passed 
away in 1967, but we had time to re-live our 
memories and talk of the hard times we had 
been through. 

‘Our oldest boy, Orval, married Pat Swan- 
son, a Scottish nurse from Edinburgh, and they 
took over the farm. They have two boys. Orval 
‘worked at seismograph and construction work. 
Glen worked in construction but loved farming, 
He passed away in 1977. Stuart took a course in 
agriculture and has taught at Olds Collage for 25, 
years. He married Norah Day in Edmonton and 
they have five children. Harold married Mary 
Van Leest, and together they bought the meat 
and locker plant from the Morison brothers, 
which was formerly owned by Bert Thorp. They 
have two children. They ran the business for 25, 
years. Our daughter, Marion, took a course in 
nursing and nursed in the Bentley and Lacombe 
Hospitals. She married Mike Wandio, who was 
in the Airforce at that time. After travelling ex- 
tensively until retirement, they settled on his 
home farm at Thorhild. They have one boy. 

‘And now, the Westview Apartmentsis avery 
comfortable home for me. 


WINE FAMILY 
As narrated by Frank Wine 


‘The families of Stephen Wine and John 
Miester emigrated from Hungary to Canada in 
1895. Both families homesteaded in the Water 
Glen district, about 20 or 30 miles east of Pon- 
‘oka. When the two families arrived in Lacombe, 
that was the end of steel. They went with horses 
the rest of the way to their homesteads 

‘The Wine family consisted of Stephen and 
his wife, three sons and one daughter. The boys 
were Joe, Frank, and Stephen, The daughter 
married a Valentine In 1899 or 1900 and they 
lived north of Mirror. 

The family of John Miester and his wife 
were two sons and two daughters, Jessie, John, 
Mary, and Joe. John Miester was toohard upfor 
farming, and as he had been a miner in the old 
country, he went to Canmore to workin the mine 
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there. He was killed in a cave-in, leaving his 
widow and the four children with the farm. 

‘As Stephen Wine was single, he married 
Mrs. Miester, and they became a family of 
Wines. 

I was born in 1901, the year my father and 
mother maved to Calgary, where they settled on 
the banks of the Bow River, near the present 
High Level Bridge. | was the oldest by this mar- 
riage, with four half brothers and sisters. Later 
Stephen, Andy, Annie and Louis (Louie) were 
born. Dad worked first as a stone mason, then 
with the C.P.R. where he stayed for 23 years. 
They then moved out to the farm ten miles west 
of Bentley. They sold out six years later and 
moved to Nordegg. On account of Mother's ill 
health they moved to the States, and from there 
to Renata, B.C., where Mother died and was 
buried, Dad got married again and moved to 
Bentley. where he died and is buried 

Jessie, the oldest of the Miester family, mar- 
ried Frank Shepperd, who homesteaded on the 
north side of Sunset Hill. He got killed there in a 
freak accident which no one witnessed. He was 
buried in the Vig Cemetery. Mary married Gene 
Parmentier and they had two children, She di- 
vorced him and married Bill Ingram some time 
later. Bill died and Mary is now living in the 
Rimbey Lodge. 
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John moved to the States where he died and 
was buried, 

Joe, after many yearsat the Coast, moved to 
Bentley, where he died and is buried in the Ben- 
tley cemetery. 

Frank Wine married Alma Skjonsberg of 
Bentley and they still ive on Sunset Hill Frank 
worked for 31 years for the County of Lacombe, 

‘Steve moved to Seattle, where he died. 

Andy moved to the States also, where he 
still lives 

Annie was married to Charlie Jahelka, who 
died. Annie, still not married again, is living in 
Bentley. They had one son, 

Louie is a widower and lives in Bentley 
where he operates a machine shop. 

‘Sunset Hil is noted for the Indians that lived 
there and at Rainy Creek in the early days, They 
were Crows and Blackfoot. Kerry Wood wrote a 
book on their history. 

Frank Wine spent 3% years in the Calgary 
San in the hungry thirties and Alma had it pretty 
tough with the farm and the three children. Two 
more were born later, making a total five; Don, 
Dale, Dorothy, Donna, and Douglas. 

Some of the happenings of the early days 
which come to mind are:-After they first settled 
at Water Glen they were cleaned out by a prairie 
fire and had to live in a cave one whole winter, 
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living on rabbits and potatoes. The only living 
people they saw were a few Indians. Their near- 
‘st settlement was Hobbera and it was only a 
trading post and a church. 

When they moved from Calgary to Sunset 
they were broke and lived the first winter in 1918 
(on saskatoons, potatoes and fish from the Hor- 
seshoe Ponds, which were so abundant that 
they could be thrown out with a pitchfork at the 
inlet. 


WINE, DONALD AND FAMILY 
By Donald Wine 


I started schoo! at Boyle in the Bentley area 
in 1931, then changed to Saima School for the 
remainder of my elementary school days. | com 
pleted High School in Eckville and enlisted in 
the R.CAF. during the second world war. | 
graduated as a Bomb Aimer. After the war | 
worked in the Eckville Builders Hardware Store 
until 1948, when | re-enlisted and went on to 
retirement after 26 years, most of which was 
spent as a navigator in various squadrons of the 
RCAF. 

‘Although | never had much of a chance to 
live in the Bentley district, | did get home for 
several visits with my family, and to renew old 
acquaintances. 

After I married Irene we had tours of duty in 
places like Goose Bay, Labrador, Ottawa, 
Comox. The best of all was our four year tour of 
Europe with N.A.T.O. At that time our children. 
Gary, Linda, and Janice, were old enough to 
notice and appreciate the different ways of life 
that presented themselves in our new environ- 
ments, We travelled at every opportunity, pul- 















ling our trailer with our French Peugeot car, as 
most Canadians did. 

In 1971 | retired from the Canadian Armed 
Forces and started to work for Pacific Western 
Airlines in Vancouver. We lived in Richmond 
Gary, now a geologist, has moved to Denver, 
Colorado with his wife, Linda teaches schoo! in 
Richmond as does her husband. Janice isstillin 
college. 

When our retirement ageis reached we plan 
‘on remaining here and travelling as much as 
possible. 


WITHERELL, MAURICE AND MILDRED, AND 
FAMILY 


Prior to their arrival in Bentley on March 4 
1929, Maurice worked for Brown and Horton in 
Bon Accord, Alberta, which Is 20 miles north of 
Edmonton. This store was owned by his grand 
father, J.J. Brown. "Grandpa Brown as he was 
known by everyone, bought Ferris’ General 
Store in Bentley, and Maurice and Mildred be- 
‘came the proprietors, The store became Brown 
& Witherell and was located where the Balmoral 
Cafe is presently located. Very shortly thereafter 
‘a new and larger store (now known as the "Red. 
‘and White") was built in its present location. 

Shortly after his arrival Maurice myste- 
riously earned the nickname of “Dooley” and 
from then on he was known by all as Dooley 
Witherell and Mildred as Mrs. Dooley. The Doo- 
ley's had four children, Bernice (Mrs. Irvine Sug- 
gett), Stanley who still lives in Bentley, Marjorie, 
residing in Red Deer, and Norman of Toronto. 

In 1961, Stan Witherell joined the ranks of 
the Red and White, with the idea that he would 





Maurice and Mildred Witherell with 
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eventually take over the business. In March, 
1971, Dooley semi-retired and Stan and his wife, 
Lorene, became the proprietors of Witherell’s 
Stores Limited, now known as the “Lucky Dol- 
lat”. Dooley still worked in the store until Sep. 
tember, 1976, when he became ill. He died April 
14, 1977, at the age of 73. Mildred stil lives in 
Bentley and is very active in Church and Senior 
Citizens Acitivies. 


WOOLGAR, ROBERT 
By Florence Wheeler 

W.R. (Bob) Woolgar was one of the early 
settlers, coming to this area around the turn of 
the century. He was born and grew up in the 
county of Sussex in England, Leaving there he 
came first to Des Moines, lowa and spent a year 
and a half there with a half-brother, before com- 
ing to Canada. He came to Canada by train, 
travelling with a group of Americans who were 
coming to seitle in the Rimbey district 

He was married in 1911 to Elizabeth Cole, 
who had also come from England. They lived for 
atime at Alix and ona homestead in the Forshee 
district - also at Brownlow’s Landing and then in 
Bentley. 

son, Charles, was born at Alixin 1913 and 
a daughter, Florence in Bentley in 1918 

Bob was well-known for his plastering and 
masonry work and there are many fireplaces 
and gateposts in the district to remember him 
by. 

Charlie followed in his father’s footsteps 
and carried on after Bob died in 1959, at the age 
of 82, 

Charlie married Mary Peterson and they 
had four children, one of whom is deceased. 
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Group of Bentley girls - possibly C.G.LT 
Back row I. to R- Margaret Pringle, Florence Wool 
Esther McKiligan, Phylis Thorp, Helen Feld, 

Front row « L to R- Doris Holmes, Lily Patrick, Alice 


Feds, rene Patrick 


Florence was married and had four child 
ren. One son was killed in a car accident and the 
other three all live in Alberta, 

The first Mrs. Woolgar died in 1935 and 
some years later, Bob married Mildred Peterson, 
a widow and the mother of Mary - wife of Char- 
lie, 


WRIGHT, GLENN & MARIE 
By Marie Wright 

Glenn was born in Manvel, N. Dakota, Au- 
gust 29, 1902, where his father was station agent 
for the railway there, The family moved to Rim- 
bey in 1917 

Marie was born November 12, 1902 and was 
the middle daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. Rimbey. 
She had the distinction of being the first girl 
baby born at home in Rimbey. She took all her 
schooling in Rimbey. 

Glenn started working for the Alberta Lives~ 
tock Co-operative as a hog buyer in 1926. 

They were married January 24, 1929 in the 
Rimbey Nazarene Church by the United Church 
minister, Rev. J.R. Brown. They had made arran- 
gements to live in Bentley after they were mar- 
ried as Glenn had been hired as Manager and 
Secretary of the Blindman Valley Co-operative 
in 1927. His beginning salary was $1,000 a year. 

As the next day after the wedding was "Hog 
Day" and as Glenn took his new position very 
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seriously, they weren't able to have a hon 
moon but intended to go to Bentley immediately 
after the ceremony. In the meantime, there had 
been a severe blizzard and the roads were 
blocked, so the crew of the Lacombe and 
Northwestern Railway (the Peanut) agreed to 
hold the train until such time as the bridal party 
could be aboard for the trip to Bentley. By the 
time the wedding was over the road had been 
made passable, so Marie's brother, Chester 
drove them to Bentley and they were pleasantly 
surprised to find their new home beautifully 
cleaned and furniture arranged by Mrs. Carl 
Wiese. 

‘The Wrights were very active in church and 
community life during their fifty years in Bon- 
tley. Marie was a Life Member of the W.M.S. and 
was a faithful worker in W.M.S., Sunday School, 
Ladies’ Aid and Red Cross and enjoyed many 
years as a member of the well-known Kitchen 
Band. 

Glenn was interested in sports of all kinds 
but particularly in baseball and hockey. He 
spent most of his adult life as secretary: 











Hog Po 





‘office where Glenn Wright worked for obs 


treasurer and manager of the Blindman Valley 
Co-operative and worked tirelessly to assist 
farmers develop a better marketing system for 
their products. He played an important part in 
forming a provincial marketing organization 
and his influence extended to provincial and 
federal departments of agriculture. 

Both Glenn and Marie were members of the 
Bentley United Church and were always willing 
to give a helping hand in any way they could, 

Their daughter, Rowena, was born in Ben- 
tley January 23, 1930 and again Glenn’s dedica- 
tion to work prevented him visiting his new 
daughter immediately as it was "Hog Day" 
again. His brother, Gordon, was the first 
member of the family to see Rowena. 

Rowena took her schooling in Bentley and 
then went on to University to obtain her senior 
teacher's certificate. She taught in several 
schools in Alberta, including Jasper and Cold 
Lake. She left her teaching position at the Air 
Force Base in Cold Lake to tour Europe with 
four other girls from Bentley, Marian Wilton, 
Marjorie Witherell, Jean Chowen and Margaret 
‘Suggett. They separated in Scotland and Row- 
ena went to Rochester, New York and there 
worked as a teacher for disturbed children. 
While there she mether future husband who was 
attending Albany School of Law. 

In 1958 she and Sam Alessi, who is now a 
New York Gity Judge, were married and live in 
Jamestown, N.Y. They have 2 children, Susan 
and Mark. 

Due to failing health and eyesight, Glenn 
retired from his work in 1967 and he and Marie 
‘enjoyed many years of retirement and were able 
to do considerable travelling, 

In 1979 they celebrated their 50th wedding 








anniversary in the Community Hall in Bentley 
anda large number of friends and relatives were 
present. 


In April, 1979, the decision to give up their 
home was made and they moved to the Rimbey 
Lodge, where they immediately found content- 
ment and anew way of life, among many friends, 
new and old, 

‘After a brief illness, Glenn passed away in 
the Rimbey Hospital on October 7, 1979 and 
Marie is still enjoying life at the Lodge 


WYATT, DOUGLAS AND FAMILY 


Douglas Wyatt was born April 16, 1897, in 
Sutton, Quebec. He was the eldest son of Ernest 
















and Helen Wyatt. He went to school in Sutton 
and came west with his family to the Rainy 
Creek district in 1913. There he met Emma Nel- 
son, who had come to the Rainy Creek district 
with her family in 1902. Emma was born January 
15, 1894, in Lincoin, Nebraska. She was the fifth 
child of Nels and Maren Nelson. There were 
‘eventually eleven children in the family. Emma 
went to school at Rainy Creek and then to Red 
Deer to complete grade nine. Mrs. Nelson, her 
mother, was not very well, so Emma helped at 
home and shared the responsibility of looking 
after the home and the younger children after 
her mother’s death in 1920. 

Douglas and Emma were married on March 
18, 1925. Theirs was the first of three marriages 
among the Wyatt and Nelson families. Gordon 
Wyatt married Alberta Nelson, and Doris Wyatt 
married Frank Nelson. 

After their marriage Douglas and Emma 
moved to their farm which is located on the 
Bentley - Sylvan Lake Highway, one half mile 

p of the Kneiper Hill, being the 
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‘At the time they began breaking their farm. 
land the only things growing there were tiger 
lilies and squirrels. 

When Emma was a little girl, living in Ne~ 
braska, she heard a great deal about cyclones 
and the damage they often caused, and was very 
worried about them. Her parents reassured her 
that when they moved to Alberta she wouldn't 
have to worry about that, because they didn't 
have cyclones in Alberta. That illusion was shat 
tered on July 7, 1927, when quite a severe cy- 
clone went through the valley, doing a 
considerable amount of damage. 
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Douglas Watt with Wilma, Roger and Frank aid their 


Douglas and Emma were both active in the 
Rainy Creek United Church. Emma was the or- 
ganist for many years and a charter member of 
the Ladies Aid. Douglas was an elder of the 
church, and also served on the school board for 
many years. Emma and Murray Bigam sang at 
many entertainments and funerals, often with 
very little time to practice, 

Over the years the Wyatt farm was gradually 
developed into a typical mixed farming opera- 
tion. Emma always had a large garden, and 
raised chickens. They milked eight to ten cows 
and, in 1942, they had three sets of twin calves, 

‘They had three children; Frank, born in 
1925; Roger, born in 1928; and Wilma, born in 
1981. The children were all born at home. 

Douglas served in both wars and during the 
second war Emma and Frank ran the farm. 

In 1964 Douglas and Emma retired from 
farming and moved into Bentley. At that time 
Frank married Frances Hicks of Bentley and 
they continued the farming operation, concen- 
trating on dairying, They still live on the family 
farm and have one daughter, Bonnie. 

Roger married Betty Magee of Clive and 
lives in Red Deer, where he teaches school. 
They have two daughters, Marion and Myrna, 

Wilma married Roy Steeves of Lockhart 
They live in Drayton Valley and have three child- 
ren, Gwenda, Douglas, and Philip. 

Emma passed away n July 29, 1967, and 
Douglas on December 8, 1980. 


WYATT, ERNEST AND HELEN 
By Frances E. McCullough (Wyatt) 


James and Susannah Wyatt and five child~ 
ren left their home at Buckland, St. Marys, in 
Somersetshire, England in 1847. They boarded 
a sailing ship for Canada, casting off the past for 











Douglas Wyatt and Titan tractor breaking on Aunt Don: 
no's land in 1933, 


the dreams of the future. Five weeks later, after a 
rough and difficult crossing, their ship anchored 
near a small island in the St. Lawrence River. 
‘The passengers were taken ashore to remain in 
quarantine for six wooks. It was here that James, 
the father and my great grandiather, contracted 
‘ship's fever and died leaving his wife and fam- 
ily alone, My grandfather, James, then eight ye- 
ars old, survived the same illness but as a result 
he suffered permanent loss of his hair. 

Eventually, some members of the family 
settled near Sutton, Quebec, others in Montreal. 
‘James married Elizabeth McNeil and they made 
their home on the farm, formerly owned by an 
‘older brother John - a short distance from Sut- 
ton, 

(On January 20, 1867 Emest James, my fa 
ther, was born, He had two youngersisters, Jes- 
sie and Donna 

Emest helped his father on the farm in his 
early years, then left home to travel in the United 
States. He worked on the railway which was 
then making its way west, and did carpenter 
work when and wherever he could. Finally, he 
boarded a boat at Galveston, Texas, and made 
his way up the coast toNew York, and from there 
home. He was ready to settle down, marry my 
mother and be a farmer. 

Helen Augusta Johnson, my mother, was 
borii March 8, 1873 at Abercorn, Quebec, about 
eight miles from Sutton, She was the fourth 
chiid of Chauncey N. Johnson and Sarah Jane 
Elrick whose parents had come from the United 
States at an earlier time, She took teacher's 
training at Johnson, Vermont and at seventeen 
years of age started teaching at a school near 
her home. 

(On June 24, 1896 Ermest and Helen were 
married at Abercorn, Quebec. After a honey- 
moon cruise up the St. Lawrence River to Nia 





ara Falls, they made their home on the family 
farm at Sutton. Douglas, Gordon, Doris and 
Howard were born there. Howard died at the age 
of two. 

Farming was difficult at Sutton. The trees 
were hardwood which made clearning new land 
very difficult. Stones were plentiful and the soil 
required large amounts of manure to grow hay. 
Dad remembered the land he had seen in the 
western United States but he was a Canadian. 

In the fall of 1911, he came west looking for 
land. His travels took him to central Saskatche~ 
‘wan, but the prairie was just too different from 
home. 

In 1912, Dr. EM. Sharpe of Lacombe visited 
the farm at Sutton, He was married to Alice Car- 
ter, my father's cousin, from Montreal. He as~ 
sured my mom and dad that he knew the perfect 
place. 

In the fall of 1912, my father and his sister 
Donna came to Lacombe. Dr. Sharpe drove 
them to Bentley where a Mr. Putnam showed 
them some C.P.R. land, then owned by a Mr. 
McShane. Because of ill health Mr. McShane 
had returned to the United States. My father 
bought the E)s-9-40-1 WS which had seventy- 
five acres of hay land, and Aunt Donna bought 
the NW'4-9-40-1 WS for $1.00 an acre, My dad 
rented buildings from George Garties - just 
across the road. 

In April of 1913, my dad, Douglas and Gor- 
don, with three carloads of “settlers effects" left 
for the west. Thirty-five head of cattle and five 
horses required a great deal of care. It was @ 
Jong thirteen days. Douglas had had his six- 
teenth birthday just before leaving, Gordon was 
ot yet twelve. Mom and Doris (not quite eight 
years old) left a bit later but arrived at Dr. 
Sharpe's before Dad and the boys. 

In Lacombe Dad bought a McClary Koote- 
nay range for my mother. That stove was her 
pride and joy for the rest of her life. It baked 
perfectly and heated our home in the coldest 
‘weather. 

April 30, 1913, my family, livestock, two 
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buggies, a cutter, household furniture, carpets, 
lace curtains, lamps, lots of warm clothing, @ 
barrel of dried apples and lots of maple sugar 
left Lacombe for the farm. Mr. Urich and Mr. 
Hamilton, to mention only two neighbors, had 
been in Lacombe and offered to take a load so 
‘one trip was all that was required. Mrs, Sharpe 
packed a lunch to eat on the way. It wasa typical 
spring day ~ sunshine and puddles but travel 
was slow, and the spring air penetrating. Mrs. 
Fernie at Gull Lake had them stop fortea, “Iwas 
hot and tasted so good", my mother said, The 
trail from Lacombe made its way west to Gull 
Lake then angled south-west from there. Oppo- 
site the Whitesell farm (later the Morsch home) 
my father stopped the horses. "What do you 
think?” “All | could do was look and look. The 
sun had just set behind Sunset Hill It was the 
most beautiful sight in the world. | knew it was 
home” my mother said. | asked Douglas what he 
thought of the trip from Lacombe. "Did you 
walk?”, | asked. “No”, he said, Gordon and | ran 
most of the way”. "There were few fences and 
the cattle would put their tails in the air and away 
we would go. One heifer had to swim when she 
ran into a slough just east of Whitesells. We were 
glad to get there and the next morning we had to 
hunt the cattle all up again 

Driving west from Whitesells, they met Mrs. 
George Garries and Bessie. They had just fin 
ished cleaning and papering the house and were 
on their way home. "The house was so clean and 
warm and on the heater was a big pot of home- 
made soup”. A warm welcome tothe west for my 
family. The circumstances were quite different 
from those that greeted my great grandmother 
some sixty-six years earlier. The dreams of the 
future were likely the same. A place where child- 
ren and grandchildren would live and grow. 

My family moved to the one room loghouse 
on our farm the next year. They built the hip root 
granary anda shelter for the cows and horses. In 
1915 my dad's oats grew six feet high with a 
good yield proving that our land was rich and 
productive - one dream realized. The Blindman 
Valley was definitely home; my father decided to 
sell the farm in Sutton. He was to catch the train 
in Bentley but was a bit late so with suitcase in 
hand he ran across Mr. Chowen’s field toward 
the moving train. The “Peanut' pulled to a stop 
and the engineer called out “take your time’ 

My mother, Doris and Ivisited the eastin the 
winter of 1917. Everyone wanted to hear about 
the west and all the events of the pa 
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While visiting at one of the neighbors, Ifell down 
the stairs and cried so loud and long that we had 
to return to our Aunt Jessie's. George Cooke 
(Dougias’ friend) never quite forgave me and in 
years to come often reminded me of their disap- 
ointment. 

Wartime had a way of drawing people to- 
gether, Douglas was overseas but the war ended 
‘while he was in England. It was a sad time for 
many but a very busy time too. Mr. Fawcett was 
‘our minister during this period. He helped wher- 
ever he was needed - his talents were many! He 
stooked in the fields, did housework in the 
homes and nursed the sick. Our family escaped 
the flu epidemic but many didn't. Mr. Fawcett 
and my mother heard that the Henry Peterson 
family was Ill, “I have never seen such a sick 
family, Mrs. Peterson was so tired she literally 
collapsed when we walked in”, my mom said. 

For years, the July Ladies Aid was a pot luck 
dinner at the Fawcett cottage at Brownlow's 
Landing, Old friendships were renewed. 

(Our new house was builtin 1920. Ed Barnett 
of Lacombe was the carpenter, Phil Ranulette 
did the cement work and built the fireplace, Mr. 
Reid of Bentley, the varnishing and painting 
One carload of oats bought the !umber. 

‘The fireplace was red brick, for as dad said 
he couldn't rest in front of it, if it were made of 
stones. "He had picked too many". We had a32 
volt electric light system which was used for 
lights, only, for many years and was very satis- 
factory. 

My pet lamb played hide and seek with me 
during construction of our house - up and 
downstairs, leaving a trail of “nanny berries 
behind, but what fun! 

(Our home was popular gathering place for 
the community. Men, women, and children at- 








1917 Overland car bought from Perey Thorp for $1400.00 
Frances Wuatt in foreground, 








516 


tended the Rainy Creek Ladies Aid and.a hot 
toon meal was served before the business 
meeting, The young people had parties at our 
place and they were quite the affair. They played 
hide and seek and hid throughout the house; 
under the sink, in the locker, and in the pantry 
among the pots and pans. A hayride starting in 
Bentley would often end up at our house with 
singing around the piano followed by lunch. The 
fireplace was a good place to warm one's back- 
side. 

‘There was a dreadful hallstorm in 1923 
when many windows on the south and east 
sides were broken. Glass, water, wind and hail! 
In my bedroom, | covered my head with a pil- 
low and cried “my mother’s nice new house” 
‘The storm passed, the windows covered with 
cotton sheets, the mess cleaned up, and the 
next day my mom had the Ladies Aid for din. 
nner. Dad's crop recovered and he had one of 
his best crops that fall, 

How does one tell of my mother and father 
80 that old friends will remember them, and my 
children and grandchildren, who they never 
‘met, will know them, | can best describe them as 
fa team pulling evenly toward a common goal, 
‘one complementing the other in his or her own 
way for the benefit of their family, home, com- 
munity and country. As | think back each ven- 
ture was fully supported by the other. 

Dad was on the session of the Rainy Creek 
United Church. Mom served as president of the 
Ladies Aid for many years. She taught the 
‘Young People in’Sunday School while Dad 
helped her entertain them at their parties at our 
house. 

Dad was councillor for our area in the M.D. 
of Lorne, Mom, Dad and | with team and buggy 
drove to Lookhart or Eckville areas to meetings. 
Sometimes we stayed overnight with other 
councillors and their wives before coming 
home. The trips took time but we enjoyed every 
mile. They recalled times at Sutton when the 
Cousins from Montreal visited with their “horse- 
less buggies", sugaring time at Sutton, they 
made plans and discussed problems, recalled 
the train trip to Alberta and for me, “Tell me a 
story”, My fatherhad a tremendous imagination. 
He told of mosquitos so large that boys and girls 
would ride them like a horse, one had only to 
bed their bills around the hitching post and they 
were tied up. He would tell the first chapter and 
my mother the next. | can hear their laughter as 











Ernest Wyatt infield in 1923 -his dream come true 


we drove along for they could always see the 
humorous side of any situation 

Mom and Dad were firm believers in the 
co-operative way and through the years helped 
further their beliet. 

Dad helped organize and served as first 
president of the Blindman Valley Cooperative 
Hog Pool. 

‘The annual meetings of the Hog Pool were 
an occasion; all the men from east of Bentley to 
north of Rimbey left their wives to fend for them- 
selves. As | remember the meetings always 
seemed to be held in Rimbey. By team and 
sleigh, the men gathered and caught the train in 
Bentley. They had their meeting and the "good 
times” seemed to be in getting everyone fed and 
back to the station (a quarter of a mile from 
Rimbey) on time to catch the train back to Ben- 
tley. Every gathering from then on recounted 
the events with laughter, until time fornext year. 

‘My father was on the board of the Alberta 
Wheat Pool, director of the Co-operativestore in 
Bentley, and trustee of the Oxford Schoo! dis- 
trict for many years, 

He supported the annual chautauqua which 
was held in Williams Hall, then later in the new 
Community Hall. | especially enjoyed this enter- 
tainment because schoo! was out at noon for 
two days so we could all attend 

It’s amazing the variety of things one re~ 
members over the years. 

There were harvest excursions in 1921 and 
4923 - a good opportunity for boys from Sutton 
to come and see the Wyatts and the west. 





Ernest and Helen Wyatt with Douglas, Gordon, Dorisand 


Frances - 1917-1918. 








Douglas (my brother) and Emma Nelson 
were married March 18, 1925 at the Nelson 
home. There was lots of snow that year and to 
avoid the huge drifts, neighbors drove their 
teams through the fields and farm yards. We 
went to the wedding with a team and sleigh with 
wagon box. Dad's sieigh bells wore ringing mer- 
rily. can hear them still, not Santa type ching! 
ching! but rr-ring! rr-ring! Our bells were large 
ones on either end of the neck yoke. 

‘On January 6, 1926 Gordon (my brother) 
and Alberta Nelson, and Doris (my sister) and 
Frank Nelson were married at our place. Va- 
guely, | remember that day; but it was the begin- 
ning of a wonderful period in my life, | was 
always included in the joint activities e.g. pic- 
nics at Sylvan Lake, trips to the Red Deer fair 
Leslieville to pick blueberries, to Rocky Moun- 
tain House over dirt roads hoping it wouldn't 
rain before we got home, to the Benalto stam- 
pede two days in a row because we had such a 
good time the first day and of course there were 
my nieces and nephews. They were a very spe- 
cial part of my growing up. !cared for Bruce and 
Keith (Gordon's twins) when they were four 
months old for several days - baths, formulas 
and all. Gordon was there to keep an eye on me, 
of course, for | was just twelve 

1927 was Canada’s Sixtieth Jubilee and a 
memorable year for me. 

In April | had the red measles and was qua- 
rantined for three weeks but sick for only three 
days. No school! | earned $3.65 worth of gopher 
tails at one cent per tail, magpie and crow eggs 
at two cents each, and magpie and crow feet at 
five centsa pair. Russell Garries paidme without 
‘even counting them. They smelled! 
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Students were given Brownie box camera 
as.a gift because of Canada's sixtieth birthday. It 
took good black ané white pictures. | used mine 
often and it stil works. 

Mom, Dad and | wentto Sylvan Lake on July 
1st to attend the Jubilee celebrations. We went 
with the team and buggy. We listened to the 
chimes from the Peace Tower in Ottawa in the 
Pavilion (a dance hall on the lake shore). It was 
the first time | had heard a radio with a loud 
speaker. Mrs. Thompson and Sidney of Rainy 
Creek had one with earphones and | had lis 
tened to it 

Maud, the horse I rode to schoo! died. She 
and Stanley were a wedding gift for mom and 
{dad from my mother’s father in 1896. They had 
‘come west in 1913 with my folks. Maud had been 
a faithful mother, having acolt each year, as well 
{as working in the fields for years. When I started 
school, she took me. Someone had to walk her 
over the Blindman River bridge, otherwise she 
would turn around and take me home. Her back 
was broad, my legs wore short and | fell off 
frequently but | loved that horse. 

duly 7, 1927 a tornado passed from the 
south-west to the north-east leaving a trail of 
damage and destruction. It missed our farm but 
damaged Henry Stone's barn; at Frank Nelsons. 
it moved a hog barn quite neatly, hopped over 
the barn and demolished tool shed; it uprooted 
trees and lifted granaries off their floors in the 
Rainy Creek area. There was an ominous hush 
at our place-not a breath of wind. Hailstones two 
totwo and one-half inches in diameter fll plunk 
to the ground, bounced, and laid quietly. The 
black tunnel-shape cloud was wel to the south, 
rising, then lowering to rise again. We watched 
and waited and it was gone. Douglas had 
watched the cloud too but from the other side. 
He came to see if we wore all right and saw the 
results. No one was injured butit'san untorgeta- 
ble incident 

Dad built his barn in 1928-29. Ithad abridge 
80 a team could be driven into the loft like i 
barn in Quebec. He enjoyed the building but had 
few years in which to enjoy using it. 

Dad bought a new 1929 Chevrolet car. It 
was a pretty green with ight green trim. Ithad a 
trunk one could open and it would hold a five 
gallon cream can, He paid $1000 for the car and 
$100 extra for the trunk to ar. Bannerman of 
Red Deer. It was a speedy car for that time forif 
the roads were smooth enough one could go 
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35-40 miles per hour and almost go over the 
Kneiper Hill in high, but not usually. Dad en- 
joyed the scenery and often headed for the ditch 
but Mom gasped quickly enough to prevent it. 
Whoa! dad said, The next spring Doris’ husband, 
Frank Nelson, taught me to drive so Mom 
could relax and Dad could look 

After Douglas and Gordon were married 
Dad needed someone to help him. | can re- 
member several of them. 

‘Sandor Gal was a Hungarian immigrant 
who came to Sylvan Lake. Douglas brought him 
to our place from there. | was too young to 
understand but there seemed to be a special 
arrangement with the immigration department. 

‘Sandor came to our place on acold winter's 
day, He was clothed in a light suit jacket, knee 
breeches, and soft leather knee boots with hard 
tops. He couldn't speak a word of English and 
had never been on a farm like ours. Dad went to 
Bentley and bought him @ full set and change of 
warm clothing. From that day, my dad's slightest 
wish was his command. | believe Dad learned 
Hungarian faster than Sandor learned English 
but they made out. Several years later friend of 
Sandor’s (Mr. Tom Gyori, Sr.) explained that 
Sandor couldn't believe that anyone could trust 
another as my father had, He could have left with 
his warm clothes, 

Sandor returned to Hungary and brought 
his wife and little boy to Canada. We heard from 
him when he got back to Montreal around 1932. | 
‘often wonder how they made out 

Alistair Gervin helped my father for a short 
time. He married a girl from west of Bentley and 
with her family, the Earl Stephenson family and 
several others moved to the Hines Creek area in 
the Peace River 

Harold Steele was wonderful help when we 
needed him, He had grown up in the area. His 
mother was @ school teacher. She had gone to 
Hines Creek with the others | mentioned and 
was their school teacher. Harold had made his 
home with Walter Stephenson for many years 
‘when he came to our place. He wanted to buy a 
farm of his own so he would have his mother 
with him, He was at our place when my father 
died in 1933, 

Harold bought his land across the road from 
Douglas and built @ house and barn. Unfortu- 
rately, lightning struck the house soon after his 
mother moved in, Peace River was home by now 
and she missed her friends and neighbors so 
she returned to Hines Creek. Harold rebuilt and 








lived there until he retired to the Sylvan Lake 
Lodge. He thoroughly enjoyed his time at the 
Lodge - passing away some two or three years 


Lionel McCullough came to Bentley in 
1934. He was from Kenville, Manitoba, the oldest 
of ten children, He had come west the year be- 
fore, spent the winter in Barrhead. In the late 
spring he came to Lacombe. He helped Ed 
Hansen in the Gull Lake district, then grubbed 
out trees on six acres of land for Ray Hutton. He 
earned $35,00 for this task. Lionel came to our 
place in July, 1984 and from then on it’s another 
story for Lionel and | were married in November, 
1935 


WYATT, GORDON FAMILY 
By Ernest Wyatt 


My father, Gordon Wyatt came with his fa 
ther Ernest James from Sutton, Quebec in 1913. 
He arrived with the rest of his family and their 
personal belongings, cattle and horses. They 
arrived in Lacombe where they were met by Dr. 
Sharpe and his wite, who were relatives of the 
Wyatts, The Wyatts drove their buggy and a 
team out to their farm, 2 miles south and a mile 
and a half west of Bentley (E. Ye section, 9, town- 
ship 40, Range 1,W, of the Sth Meridian). My dad 
along with his brother, Douglas, and Grandpa 
Wyatt broke land with horses and oxen. Uncle 
Douglas went to war in 1917 so Dad and 
Grandpa worked the farm. Grandpa was a pro- 
gressive farmer and became very involvedin the 
‘community. In the time prior to 1926 the Wyatts 
went to church in Rainy Creek where the Wyatts 
‘came in contact often with the Nelson children. 
Consequently in one year three Wyatts married 
three Nelsons; Douglas Wyatt married Emma 
Nelson in March 1925 and Gordon Wyatt mar- 
ried Alberta Nelson, Doris Wyatt married Frank 
Nelson in a double wedding on January 6, 1926 
at Grandpa and Grandma Wyatt's home with 
family and friends present. Rev. Ernest J. Tate 
performed the ceremony. The two couples mo~ 
tored to Lacombe after 2 wedding dinner and 
then they took the train to Calgary where they 
spent their honeymoon. The Gordon Wyatt fam- 
ily begins, Alberta, Gordon's new wite was taken 
toa small home which was about amile south of 
the Carritt School. in May of 1926, they moved to 
the quarter west of Grandpa Wyatt's. A wooden 
granary had been outfitted as the summer home 








Grandpa Wyatt 


for the newlyweds. Water was hauled in cream 
cans for drinking and washing up, horses and 
cows drank out of the slough behind the gran- 
ary. A garden was planted and Gordon farmed 
this quarter which was owned by his Aunt 
Donna of Boston, Mass. As the granary was 
needed for grain in the fall another move was 
necessary. This time a home was established a 
mile south of the Wynn place along the Rainy 
Creek, In the month of October their first child 
was born in the Bentley hospital, Dr. Henry at- 
tending, This child was named Ernest Nels, after 
his grandfathers, Ernest Wyatt and Nels Nelson, 

‘The new family was on the move again in 
the spring to the Peterson place which had been 
bought by Frank Thorp. Dad farmed this land 
along with his Aunt Donna's. In the spring, Feb- 
uary 1929, the Wyatts were to have another 
increase in the family. 

As the weather was cold and roads were 
drifted and the addition was arriving earlier 
than expected, Mother called to Dad, who was 
getting a team ready in the barn, that the baby 
had arrived. Dad left the team in the barn and 
came running to the house. He phoned 
Grandma Wyatt and Aunt Mary Nelson to find 
out what to do. Mother instructed him to boil 
water to sterilize everything, towels, scissors, 
string and while he was doing this Mother 
called that another baby had arrived. This 
meant that Dad had twice the work to do. By 
this time Grandma and Aunt Mary had arrived 
and performed all of the necessary functions 
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for delivering babies. This was done before 
eight o'clock in the morning, Dr. Henry arrived 
about 10:00 am. and pronounced everything 
OK. Keith and Bruce were born. While living 
‘on the Peterson place Mother boarded the 
school teacher for a short time, a Miss 
MeKechnie who paid her $35.00 a month for 
board and room. With the arrival of the twins, 
Mother's workload increased so she no longer 
kept boarders, 

From the Peterson place we moved to the 
Garries place across the road from Grandpa and 
Grandma Wyatt's. It was here that my first recol- 
lections begin, The dust storms in the thirt 
great fun with our cousins Frank Wyatt, Roger 
and Wilma Wyatt, Lois, Beryl and Glen Nelson. 
We had great fun in the gravel pits by the river, 
swimming in the river at Uncle Ken Nelson's, 
hunting magpie and crows feet for bounty from 
the municipal district, my mother teaching us 
how to snare gophers and a recollection of Miss 
‘Skocdopole, my grade one teacher, preparing 
Us for the school superintendent's visit by Mr 
Thurber. Another memory was of Dr. Little and 
the nurse for inoculations. He was the most 
pleasant pusher of needles | ever remember. 

The winters were always occupied with 
wood gathering, about 30 loads of it from tweive 
miles away. Dad went to get it every fair day in 
January and February. The pile of logs was 
brought home on the sleigh by a team of horses 
until in the early spring when a crew of relatives 
would come and saw it into blocks. Blocks were 
split while frozen as they split easier. The split- 
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ting was done by a wedge on a steet wheel from 
a tractor. What fun it was! Everybody around 
visiting and doing such good work together. 

Mother speaks of anumber of other exciting 
events which took place: 

‘At Christmas the Frank Nelsons, Douglas 
Wyatts and Gordon Wyatts were asked to 
Grandpa and Grandma Wyatts and we always 
had such a good time but our children always 
got the presents we gave them at home, Such 
excitement! We all entered into it, always a 
beautiful dinner and the presents Grandpa and 
Grandma gave always caused excitement all 
over again. 

We enjoyed visiting our relatives. We visited 
one another almost any time we felt like it and 
we were always happy when they chose to visit 
us. They usually came for a meal. We had to 
drive by horse and buggy so it took quite a while 
to get from place to place. 

Our social event was the Ladies Aid, We 
took turns at having it. A monthly thing every 
second Wednesday of the month. In the winter 
the men came and they were welcome at any- 
time, as many as fifty four were there. It was @ 
noon meal and when dishes were washed we 
had our meeting. We had lots of suppers to raise 
money and put up lunches at farm auctions, as 
well as bazaars. We used our money to good 
advantage, it was a real good organization, 











Grandpa Wyatt died in 1933 and was buried 
from the family home. | remember watching 
from our house the funeral procession as it 
came down the driveway. All of his grandchild: 
ren were at our place for the afternoon. The 
sadness did not last long as there were always 
s0 many people around. 

| can never really remember Dad being 
angry but one Sunday cousins were at our 
house and we had been riding calves. They were 
tied up in the barn all day. Dad came into the 
house and tied our feet to the foot of the bed. Did 
we howl? Sure we did, and we were always 
more mindful after that about handling of the 
farm animals. 


Dad was hard put for transportation for his 
family to travel the three and a half miles to 
school. In 1921 | rode “old Fred” to school and 
thanks to all of the people along the way they 
kept me on the horse, Mr. Morsch, Mr. Chowen, 
etc. When Bruce and Keith began to go to 
school Dad had made a "Bennett Cart”, It was 








painted red and with shafts for “old Flora” and 
later "Babe" to pull us to school. As our numbers 
and size grew we needed a larger vehicle. A 
democrat with two seats was the answer. We 
also sometimes picked up Jean and Eddie 
Chowen. What good times we had on the way to 
and from school - hard on the buggies and 
horses - but - great fun, Bruce was the driver of 
the horses and more than once the horses 
bolted into the ditch, upset us all, broke the 
tongue of the buggy or just ran away. He always 
managed to stave off a catastrophe and get 
things back on an even keel. 

In 1987 Dad rented Carl Hilstad's farm. For 
the first time we went to a rural school, Carritt 
School, We all enjoyed our stay there. We were 
with our cousins and as we lived across from 
Uncle Marius Nelson and Aunt Avawe really got 
to know their family well. Grandma Wyatt died in 
1937 and Dad was left the family farm. We 
moved to this farm and then began our school- 
ing in Bentley again. 

Dennis was born in 1933 and Caryl was born 
in 1936. Mom and Dad went to Lacombe then to 
Edmonton by train to choose their daughter 
‘They met Mr. Hill the child placing officer, who 
took them to the various nurseries in the hospi- 
tals in Edmonton for selection of their daughter. 
They chose their daughter at the Misericordia 
Hospital and after getting suitable clothes from 
Mr. Hill, hey returned to the train for the journey 
home. Caryl was such a pretty baby and after 
four boys a welcome addition to the family. 
Cary! had a litle terrior dog that was a constant 
‘companion. Caryl could hold on to her paw and 
walk with her, dress her up in baby clothes and 
lay her back in the doll carriage for long periods 
of time. She was Cary!’s doll in her early life. 

Elva, our second sister was selected in Cal- 
ary. She kind of finished out our family but that 
wasn't to be, for Marilyn, our youngest sister, 
was born in 1945, After the war when things 
began to level off Dad sold the farm and moved 
to Penticton, B.C. because of asthma, Dad 
‘worked in the Aylmer Cannery and also at the 
gold mine at Hedley B.C, When the mine closed 
down he returned to Edmonton where he 
worked for R. Angus Ltd 

In 1970 Dad retired and returned to Pentic- 
ton where he resided with his wife, Alberta, until 
he died in a car accident in Kelowna in 1972. 
Mother still lives in Penticton in the Senior Citi 
zens Retirement Centre, Ste. 315, Winnipeg, St 











Harvest crew at Wyatt farm, 


Mother and Dad played an active part in com: 
munity and church work in Rainy Creek and 
were always ready to help in any effort under- 
taken, 

However, being so far from Bentley and so 
far trom Rainy Creek at a time when transporta- 
tion was a problem caused us to be divided from 
school friends in favor of relatives. So many of 
the social activities involved schoo! gatherings 
or a Sunday at Aunt Mamie Nelson's cottage on 
the north shore of Sylvan Lake, Sunday morning 
‘was church and Sunday School at Rainy Creek 
but afternoons were always spent at the cottage 
playing ball with the oldsters and picnicking. 
‘The cottage was the community centre for all of 
our relatives, as many as fifty or sixty would 
congregate to visit and hike, swim, fish play 
cricket, kick the can and scrub, 

‘Our large family shared its love and kind- 
ness with one another and try to extend that 
great feeling for family that our parents kindled 
in us at an early age. 

Emest Nels Wyatt taught school at Sunset 
School west of Bentley, for one year 1947-48 
then two years at Sylvan Lake. From here I left 
teaching for a career in merchandising in Pen- 
ticton, In 1962 | married Dolores Erickson of 
Galahad. In 1956 | returned to teaching in Al- 
berta and have taught in Edmonton since then. | 
am now vice-principal at Waverley School in 
Edmonton, We have four children - Dean born in 
1958 and married to Kathy Armstrong of Sher- 
wood Park - they live in Fort St. John, B.C. 
Maren born In 1956 married to Carl Whitelock - 
they live at Grande Prairie, Alberta, Eric born in 
1958 lives in Edmonton and Darin born in 1967 is 
a grade eight student in Sherwood Park. Our 
address is 229 Cottonwood Avenue, Sherwood 
Park. 
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Keith Steiner Wyatt married Helen Bastion 
of Hull, Que. Keith served in the Airforce for 25 
years. He was overseas at Lahr in Germany. 
Keith now works at Sears, Bonnie Doone in Ed- 
monton as maintenance engineer, Keith and 
Helen's children are: Brian Gordon - Dec. 2, 
1955; Darlene Helene Marie - April 11, 1958; 
Glen Keith - April 13, 1962; Nicole Christine - 
Dec. 17, 1970. Keith and Helen live at 23 Caledo- 
nia Drive, Leduc, Alta, 

Bruce Elrick Wyatt married Helen Ground- 
water. Bruce has driven a large truck since 1948, 
He presently works for the Motorways, running 
from Penticton to Vancouver and back, Bruce 
and Helen's children are: Thomas Gordon - De- 
‘cember 27, 1958; Sandra Kathleen -July 8, 1960; 
Douglas Richard - October 17, 1963, 

Dennis Melvin Wyatt married Georgina 
Manning of Penticton, Dennis is manager and 
part owner of Miller and Wyatt Automotives in 
Kelowna B.C. They have three children: Michael 
Allen - Nov. 28, 1956; Barbara Jean - Sept. 4, 
1959; Brian Gregory - May 19, 1964. Dennis and 
Georgina live at 2680 Campbell Road, Kelowna, 
BC. 

Caryl Joy Marie Wyatt married Stephen 
Byrne of Vancouver. They have four children: 
Maureen Theresa - June 15, 1958; Kevin Joseph 

Nov. 19, 1959; Stephen Anthony - Dec. 14, 
1961, Colleen - April 5, 1965. Carol and Stephen 
live at 9671 Heather Place, Richmond, B.C. 

Elva Lucille Wyatt married Neil Raymond 
Jamieson in 1959. To them were born: Neil 
Raymond Jr. - March 10, 1962; Katherine 
Colleen - June 12, 1963; Gordon Charles - Feb. 
14, 1967; Allen Stuart - Aug. 12, 1970. Neil is 
‘employed as office manager and accountant 
with Atlas Crane and they live at 6710 Ada Bivd. 
Edmonton. 

Marilyn Mamie Wyatt married Carl 
Stapleton of St. John’s Newfoundland. Carl is in 
‘a military band. They had two children: Toby 
Charmaine - Feb. 24, 1966; Holly-Anne 
Elizabeth - Dec. 16, 1969, Marilyn died in 1975. 
Carl has remarried Johanna. They have two 
children to add to the family: Jody and Sean. 
Carl and Johanna live at Box 261, Cumberland, 
Ont. 








WYNDLOW, GEORGE AND PEGGY 
By Harry B. Hansen 


‘An interesting family, George and Peggy 
Wyndlow and their family of three boys and two 
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girls, played an important part in the Gull Lake 
School and district 

Coming from England to Eastern Canada 
for a short period, and to Gull Lake about 1932, 
they bought the S.£. 9-40-28-W4 from Bill 
Hopkins. The small Hopkins house was soon 
renovated and changed into a comfortable 
house with fireplace and running water; and a 
Windcharger for electricity. No phone and no 
car. 

All they knew about farming or farm life was 
what they had read in literature from 
immigration authorities. They had to learn how 
to drive horses to operate farm machinery. Also 
how to milk cows. 

However, they had staying qualities and 
seemed to enjoy a certain amount of poverty. 
They went into purebred Jersey cattle, selling 
most of their dairy products to private 
customers at Aspen Beach and Bentley and 
Lacombe. Their Jersey Caramel candy was 
widely distributed throughout Central Alberta. 

Alter a few years they bought a car but 
continued to farm with horses. 

When they came to the farm they had twin 
boys, Greg and Keith. Later came Blake: then 
two girls Thetis and Pamela. This made quite an 
addition to the Gull Lake School. George and 
Peggy were quite well educated people. Peggy 
was a qualified teacher in England, and had 








planned to teach here, but family intervened. 

‘They demanded nothing but the best for 
their family, which sometimes caused alittle stir 
up in school. Quite often they were right, 
George Wyndlow enjoyed an argument; school 
boards; municipal authorities, provincial or 
federal governments, He would take them on 
single handed; | think sometimes more for his 
own amusement than any grievance. 

Peggy often stopped in for a spot of tea and 
a chat on her way to Bentley, sometimes driving 
a team of heavy horses, hitched to a hayrack or 
whatever was available. Always welcome, 
always interesting, we enjoyed our friendship 
with the Wyndlows. 

After about 15 years of pioneering in 
Alberta, the Wyndlows moved to Ladysmith on 
Vancouver Island, taking their herd of Jersey 
cattle. They settled on a farm at Yellow Point, 
near Ladysmith. Here they carried on similar to 
what they did in Alberta, adding potato growing 
to the list 

George Wyndiow passed away about 1969, 
of aheart attack, while in the East, trying to get a 
prohibited drug for cancer, from which Peggy 
was suffering. She died a short time later. 

Of their family, Greg and Keith remained on 
the farm at Ladysmith, They are married on se- 
parate farms. Blake was in Edmonton, the last 
we heard. The girls both married; and in differ: 
ent parts of the country. 





YOUNG, ARCHIBALD AND LORENDA AND 

JENNIE 

By Sid Thompson 
Archibald Young was a native of Ontario, 
and Mrs. Young was born and raised in Quebec. 
They both left Canada and went to Minnesota 
where they met and were married in Minneapo 
lis, Minn., November 25, 1867. They engaged in 
farming until 1881 when they moved to Wiscon- 
sin where Mr. Young was in wholesale business, 
Two sons and two daughters were born to 
them. In 1899, the youngest son died from the 
effects of services rendered his country during 
the Spanish-American War. His death was fol- 
lowed by the death of the youngest daughter in 

1904, 


Mr. and Mrs. Young and the two surviving 
children came to Canada in 1904, Mr. Young Sr. 
taking up a homestead S.E. -26-39-R2-W5 ap- 
proximately ten miles south-west of Bentley. 
The son, Archie, filed on S.W. %-36-39-R2-W5. 








ling to Rainy Creek Ladies Aidin 
cle skis 








Log home of Mr. and Mrs. A. Young and daughter Jennie 
from just after turn of century to 1920. 





He had chosen the ministry for his life work and 
was a graduate of the Theological College of 
Bangor, Maine. His health failing, and with no 
sanitarium in Canada, he was taken to Den- 
ver, Colorado where he passed away in 1905 
at the age of 31 years, 

The land the Youngs had homesteaded was 
heavily timbered and a two storey log house was 
built. Due to the fact Mr. Young was at this time 
getting quite elderly, clearing the land was a 
slow process, and in time even acquiring the 
much needed fire wood became difficult. Rec- 
‘ognizing this problem the community deve- 
loped a custom of arranging an annual “bee” in 
the late winter to cut and haul his annual needs 
{or uel. A day would be set when the neighbors 
would gather with engine and buzz saw; some 
would fell trees, others with horses would drag 
these trees to the saw, andstill others would saw 
the trees into stove length blocks. The women- 
folk would prepare the noon day meal and by 
right fall Mr. Young would have a years supply 
of stove wood in his yard 





At this time the Youngs were the only older 











Mr. & Mrs. A, Young an 80th wedding anniversary- 1927 
people in the community and their Christian 
lives had a good influence on the younger popu- 
lation. Mr. Young was instrumental in the build- 
ing of the Boyle school and was the first 
secretary-treasurer. 





‘The community gathered at Young's home- 
stead in 1917 to help them celebrate thei 

Golden Wedding. In 1919 they moved into Ben: 
tley. In 1927 when they celebrated their Dia- 
mond anniversary, their health would not permit 
a crowd of people. Rev. J.W. Fawcett of Bon 
Accord, a former pastor of Bentley, spent part of 
the day with them, However they did celebrate a 
63rd anniversary before Mr. Young passed away 
at the age of 89 years. Mrs. Young lived to be 
almost 98 years. Jennie spent her entire life car- 
ing for her parents and lived less than a year 
after the death of her mother. She was greatly 
missed as she had taken a very active part in 
Church and community. 








This story is excerpts from news clippings 
written and saved by Mrs. Fred Nelson and "re~ 
collections” by Kenneth Dane, compiled by Sid 
Thompson. 
























ZELUF, GEORGE EDGAR AND FAMILY 
By Edgar Zelut 


George Edgar Zeluf, commonly known as 
Ted, first came to Alberta in 1900 with the Robert 
Stephenson family, who homesteaded two 
miles west of Bentley. They arrived in Lacombe 
by train and headed west toward Bentley, fol- 
lowing a winter trail, and as they came south of 
Gull Lake this trail crossed a slough and, not 
knowing it was @ winter road, started across. 
After going only @ short distance the wagons 
sank in the mud and became stuck. Themen had 
to carry the women and children back to dry 
land while others got the team loose from the 
wagons. After pulling the wagons out back- 
wards and making inquiries from other homes- 
teaders in the area, they found another trail on 
higher and drier land and continued on to Ben 
tley and theirhomestead. Ted helped them bulld 
their house and barn out of logs cut and hauled 
from further west 

Many stories were told of how wet it was 
that summer, with the sun shining and a cloud 
blowing in the size of a man's hat and pouring 
rain for an hour or two; then clearing again ul 
the next day when the same thing would happen 
again. With all the moisture and sunshine, the 
mosquitos and flies were very bad and they had 
to keep smudges burning much of the time to 
keep them away from the horses and cattle, es- 
pecially in the evenings. Many times the cattle 
‘would stand with their heads in the smoketo get 
away from the mosquitos. 

After a year or so Ted returned to Nebraska 
where his father and mother lived. They later 
moved to Oklahoma and passed away soon after 
moving there. 

Ted again came to Alberta about 1905 or 
1906 and, after working as a carpenter for sev- 
eral years, homesteaded the N.W. 1-41-2-5 in 
1908 and received his naturalization papers and 
title to the homestead in 1911 and in that same 
year married Alice Miles. They lived on the ho- 








mestead and Ted worked as a carpenter, bulld- 
ing several houses in Bentley and the 
surrounding area and | believe he was the con- 
tractor for the old brick church in Bentley. He 
also built several barns and other small build- 
ings in the district. 

In 1919 he sold the farm, held an auction 
sale with C.F. Damron as auctioneer, and the 
family moved back to Oklahoma, where he built 
a house and worked at carpentering until 1920, 
then sold the house and lot and moved back to 
the homestead 

In 1921 he built 2 well-drilling rig and, after 
finishing his own well, drilled many others, 
working at that until he sold the rig to William 
Freeman in 1940. 

‘Ted also had a blacksmith shop on the farm, 
where he sharpened plow shares and repaired 
farm machinery for many of the neighborsin the 
district 

The method of travel in those days was by 
saddle horse, team and buggy or cutter or by 
team and wagon in summerand team and sleigh 
in winter. A trip to Bentley usually took nearly all 
day and to Lacombe quite often took two days. 

In the winter women and children usually 
stayed at home as they didn’t have warm clo- 
thing like there is to-day. In the early days the 
nearest doctors were in Lacombe so most peo- 
ple just let their ailments run their course and 
hoped to recover without help. In very bad 
‘cases, someone had to go to Lacombe and get 
the doctor and usually take him home again 
after he had treated the patient. 

Ted and Alice raised five children - Edgar, 
Lynn, Jean, Myrtle and Richard. Edgar now 
owns and lives on the home farm, Lynn lives in 
Montreal, Jean at Ma-Me-O-Beach, Myrtle in 
Vancouver and Richard at Fort St. John, B.C. 

All the children attended and received their 
‘education at the Centreview school and after 
finishing there, took the rest in the brick high 
school in Bentley. Many of the teachers came 
from Ontario in the early days and usually 
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boarded with Mrs. Clarence Oborne. Some were 
quite young while a few were in their fifties or 
early sixties. All were very capable teachers and 
did their best to help the children with their 
education and in many other ways. Several of 
the lady teachers married young men in the dis- 
trict and a few continued teaching after mar- 
riage. Many of the old teachers have passed 
away but quite a number of the younger ones 
still ive in the district, ornot far away, and return 
for a visit and to renew old acquaintances now 
and then. 

In the early days very few road allowances 
were open and travel was mainly on trails cut 
through the bush from one homestead to 
another. These trails usually followed on higher 
{ground to keep away from muskegs andstreams 
and also where the least amount of bush and 
trees had to be cut to get through. As settlers 
kept coming, they had to go farther west and 
north to get land so these same trails soon be- 
came quite well travelled and as farmers fenced 
their land, many gates had to be opened and 
closed each time they travelled from one place 
to another. Many of these same trails are still 
visible across land where the bush and trees 
have never been cleared away and the land put 
Into cultivation, 

As the population grew, some of the main 
municipal roadways were opened and roads 
built by team and slip or fresno (earth moving 
equipment) and later by horsedrawn graders, 
which were usually pulled by eight or twelve 
horse teams or later by farm tractors. 

‘Sometime in the 1930's the municipal coun- 
cillors purchased a “Monarch” tracked tractor 
and a larger grader and the roads were much 
improved. Some of the councillors over the 
years were Charles Whitworth, Harry Brown- 
low, Henry Castleman, Henry’ Peterson, Jim 
Robson, Gus Palm, George Fraser, Alfred 
Haarstad and Bill Begert, as well as some | 
can't recall. Jesse Evernden was municipal se- 
cretary-treasurer for many years and was fol- 
lowed by Harold Hopkins in 1927. Harold held 
that position until several municipalities joined 
together to form the M.D. of Lacombe and la 
tor the County of Lacombe 

‘Some of our neighbors were William Rorick 
and family on the S.W. 1-41-2-5; Gustav Arnston 
where Frank Neumeier now lives; Ferd Martin on 
N.E. 2-41-2-5; J.C. Moulton, Clarence Oborne, 
Wilson Cox, Leonard Snow, George Holbrook, 





the Matthews family, Mitchell Saint, George 
Graham and the Miles family, who lived on the 
NE. 1-41-25. 

‘There were several other early settlers in the 
district who either abandoned theirhomesteads 
or sold the land and moved away. Some of these 
were George Justice, Fred Warner, the Wilde- 
man family, the Palmers, Mottets, Coles and 
Sullivans. 

Harvesting was done by binder and the bun- 
dies were set up in stooks to dry and then 
stacked to wait until someone with a threshing 
machine came and did the threshing. Most of 
the early machines were powered by steam en- 
gines which burnt wood and it was the farmer's, 
‘responsibility to have a good supply of dry wood 
on hand. A few of the early threshermen were 
Shelby Reed, Alfred Haarstad, the Vigs - father 
and son, John Anderson and the Lockhart syn- 
dicate. 

Bernat Jaster had asmall machine driven by 
a twelve horse-power gas engine. The machine 
was fed by a man standing in front cutting the 
bands on the bundles and pushing the loose 
material into the cylinder. The straw dropped 
from the back onto a conveyor, which elevated it 
to the top of the stack, where another man 
‘moved it around, tramped it down and formed 
the stack. This outfit was moved by team and 
some seasons threshing lasted until after 
Christmas before all the small jobs were ti- 
ished, 

In later years many farmers bought their 
own tractors and threshers and did not stack 
their bundles but hauled them directly to the 
machine to be.threshed. All grain was hauled by 
team and wagon and shovelled into a storage 
bin to be fed to livestock or sold later. Then 
came the combine, trucks and augers and that 
‘ended the good ald threshing days and the fabu- 
lous meals the ladies prepared to keep the men 
in shape for all the strenuous work. 


ZIMMERMAN FAMILY 


Mrs. Ernest Spycher, Sr. (Marie) came to 
the Durham district with her family in 1908 at the 
‘ge of 15 years. There were her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Chris Zimmerman, their three children - 
Jack, Anna and Marie - and three friends, Otto 
Hueppelsheuser, Bill Begert and Ernest Aschle- 
mann, all, with the exception of Otto, being of 
Swiss origin. Otto settled in the Aspelund dis- 
trict, Bill homesteaded in the Castor area and 








Emest, who later married Anna Zimmerman, 
bought the NE 33-39-1-5 and later moved to 
Nevada, U.S.A. The Zimmerman family settled 
on the $1 35-39-1-5, 

The Zimmermans had come to Kansas from 
Switzerland and established a good dairy herd 
there. John Thierstein, a friend of theirs, was 
going up to Canada to visit his stepson, Ed Be- 
gert, who worked with a Mr. Stettler, after whom 
Stettler is named, Mr. Stettler had connections 
in Switzerland, through working with the Ger- 
man American Colonization Co,, so they were 
working closely with Swiss immigrants both in 
Canada and overseas. Ed, on one of his trips 
home, persuaded Chris Zimmerman to take a 
trip to Canada with him. While there, Chris was 
quite impressed and, as land in Kansas was be- 
coming very expensive, he decided to buy land 
in Canada. However, he was not too taken with 
the Stettler area, so Ed took him and Mr. Thier- 
stein out to the Blindman Valley. This was more 
to his liking so he purchased section 15-39-1-5, 
which was C.P.R. land, 

Chris then returned to Kansas to break the 
news to his family and to sell their farm there. 
This took about 2 years, but meanwhile, another 
farm with a few buildings, owned by Mr. McDo- 
well, a store keeper in Blacktalds, had come up 
for sale so Chris bought itand itwas to this farm, 
$1 35-39-1-5, that the family moved in March, 
1908, 

The train trip at one cent per mile for the 
family and 2 carloads of livestock, machinery 
and householdeffects, plus the dog, took abo 
3 days, but seemed endless to the three teenag- 
ers. The train would stop for water and the 
owners of the livestock would have to carry pails 
of water for them. Had it not been for the dog, 
Jack would have lost a pair of fur gauntlet mitts, 
but the dog scared off the intruder or thief and 
then lay on the mitts until his owner returned, 

On arrival in Calgary, the wagons and de- 
mocrat were unloaded and all the belongings 
loaded into them, ready for the long drive out to 
their new home. It was then they discovered 
they had a stowaway. An old friend and helper 
from Kansas stood smiling at them from within 
the stock car. Evidently, he had been involved in 
a fight the night before they left Kansas and the 
sheriff was looking for him. So, after helping 
them load the stack, he hid with theanimals and 
remained hidden the whole trip, The Zimmer- 
mans were delighted to have him as he was an 
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excellent stock man. His name was Peter Mes- 
sick, and he proved to be very useful even before 
they reached their new home. They had dinner 
at the Bedford House in Blackfalds and then 
turned westward. A few miles later a valuable 
trotter horse on the democrat suddenly stif- 
fened and could scarcely walk. They unhitched 
her, tied the democrat to the wagon and Pete 
stayed with the horse beside the road, until he 
had her well enough to travel the next day. 

Marie remembers how tall the trees in this 
area looked to her and also the log houses, 
which she had never seen before. 

Ed Begort, who lived on the Peterson farm, 
kindly let them stay with him until they could 
clean their new home and make it more liveable. 
‘The weather was fairly good at that time, but 
Marie recalls the period from May 24th to July, 
when the sun came out only twice, and it rained 
the rest of the time. In the end, though, the crop 
was good. 

Prairie fires were always a threat because of 
s0 much unpastured and untilled land, where 
the grass grew undisturbed for many years. Asa 
protection, Chris and his family would burn with 
great care around the buildings. Marie re- 
members one fire that suddenly loomed up not 
far from their place and burned for days, travel- 
ling miles as it did so. 

Winters were very cold. Sometimes there 
would be a week of 60 below weather, when the 
ice on Sylvan Lake, 5 miles away, could be heard 
in the still, frosty air as it formed big cracks 
across the surface. Marie loved to skate and 
spent many days going long distances down the 
river. During the winter, she would often skate 
down to the Petro farm to pick up the mail, which 
Mr. Petro had brought from Blackfalds, 

Another useful pastime forthe women, both 
young and old, was quilting. A quilt was often on 
the frame and whoever came would join in the 
quilting while they visited. Marie, at the age of 
eighty-eight years, stil has two or three quilts on 
the go. One is a Centennial quilt with a large 
border of the coat-of-arms and emblem of each 
province surrounding modes of transportation, 
from the oxen to the jet. She has seen and used 
them all and loves to fly 

Some of the firsts she remembers are, the 
bridge over the Blindman river below their 
place, on the road running east and west and 
went to Rocky Mountain House; the telephone 
that came from Bentley and went just to their 
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place and a radio with earphones, bought from 
the Co-op store in Bentley, where Mr. Litt was 
manager. Her dad decided it was the thing to 
have after listening to Bill Begert’s. One time, in 
a case of iliness, they couldn't get the operator 
by ringing the usual long ring. A neighbor, hear: 
ing this ring, knew it must be an emergency, so 
came on the line, took the message and went in 
to notify the doctor in Lacombe, because the 
telephone operator was on only during the day. 

‘The first tractor, a 1920 Massey Harris, was 
used for threshing and grinding only. The ma 
chines travelled for threshing but the neighbors 
brought their grain for grinding. An Overland 90 
touring car, 1920 model, was also fondly re- 
membered. 

They attended the Rainy Creek church for 
many years, 

When the Zimmermans retired they built a 
cottage across the ravine and Mrs. Zimmerman 
died in the twenties. They went to Oregon fora 
few years but liked Alberta better. Some years 
after his wife's death, he returned to Kansas, 
remarried and returned to his cottage where 
they lived until they retired in Sylvan Lake. He 
died there in 1957 at the age of 91 


ZIMMERMAN, JOHN AND STELLA 
By Stella 


The Christian Zimmerman family came to 
Alberta in 1908 from Marshall County, Kansas, 
Mr. Zimmerman had made a previous trip, pur- 
chasing land in the Blindman Valley - the Sis 15- 
9-1-5. They had a family of three, one son John 
and two daughters, Anna and Marie 

(On August 31, 1916, John (Jack) and | wore 
married, We lived with my parents that winter 
and moved to the present home place in the 
spring of 1917, living in a small shack until a 
house was built that summer. We had four child- 
ren. Elsie was born in August 1917, Warren in 
November, 1919, Hugh (better known as Bud) in 
‘August 1924 and Doris in July, 1927. 

In April, 1940, Elsie and Gordon Hunter 
were married. Gordon works for Gulf in Red 
Deer and Elsie for the Sylvan Lake Hardware. 
They have a family of three - Earl, Lorraine and 
Lee 

Warren, not married, is manager of the Rio- 
Alto Ranch, west of Longview, Alberta. Bud 
drives a truck for Chemco Trucking. He is not 








married and makes his home with me on the 
farm, in a new mobile home we purchased in 
1974. Doris married Richard Cameron, the 
younger son of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Cameron of 
Sylvan Lake. Dick is employed by Nowsco Oil 
Services. They live in Calgary and have 5 child- 

‘The Durham school opened in January, 
1921, with Mr. Wright teaching the first two 
terms. Our children all attended schoo! there. 
During those years, School Fairs were held and 
each year a boy and a girl having the highest 
points were chosen from each school to go for 
one week to Olds Agricultural School. Several 
went from Durham. There were always Christ- 
mas concerts and a picnic at the end of the year. 

During the summer holidays, our children 
herded the cows on the school section before it 
was sold to private owners, Many pails of wild 
fruit were picked there. Like all our neighbors, 
‘wo weathered the dry years of the thirties, 

‘At one time a band of Indians was hired to 
do some brushing on our west quarter and while 
there a young boy became ill and died and was 
buried there. The burial place will never be dis- 
turbed as long as we own the land. 

‘A good part of our land was broken by plow 
and horse power, Jack doing the work himself 
Later it was done by large equipment, Jack buy- 
ing his first tractor in the spring of 1948. During 
the early years the grain was stacked and the 
machine came later to thresh it, going from farm 
to farm. Then came stook threshing where the 
sheaves were hauled to the machine and most of 
the men and boys of the district took part in this 
operation. 

In 1923, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lowe rented 
the home place forayear. Then in the summer of 
1927, Esther and August Knoepfii lived in the 
house and their first child was born there, Mr. 
Hamilton and his son Richard lived there for a 
while and also Mr. and Mrs. Otto Skoog, whose 
first son was born there, 

The old house stood empty for several years 
Until one evening vandals set fire to it, burning it 
to the ground. Ken Kingsep, living across the 
road, and Bernard Sjare saved the spruce trees 
from burning. These trees were planted by my 
father many years earlier. Itis only the memories 
that are left. 

Jack died in November, 1965, and is buried 
in the Alto-Reste Memorial Gardens, Red Deer. 
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BOYLE SCHOOL DISTRICT 


The Boyle Schoo! District No. 2910 was 
formed in 1912 or 1913 to accomodate children 
on the fringe of various other existing districts, 
50 they would not have so far to travel. The first 
Secretary-Treasurer was Archie Young, who 
was keenly interested in education, whether 
academic or religious. He remained in that ca- 
pacity until 1921. Most of the ratepayers had 
their turns as secretary or trustee over the years 
of operation. 

The first teacher was Neilie Thompson, fol- 
lowed by Norman Stober. He enlisted in World 
War One but was never heard from again in this 
district after he left: Some of the teachers that 
followed were Mrs. Nora Steele, Annie Thomp- 
son, Kenneth Dane, Miss Hilman, Miss Peter- 
son, Mr. Laycock, Mrs. Russell and Miss Moore. 
In 1933 there were thirty-three applicants for the 
job so the school board named Gladys Walker, 
Miss Garries, Miss Ogilvie and Miss Wold as first 
choices. If all of these had been committed to 
‘some other school the secretary was given au- 
thority to choose one of the remaining 
applicants, 

Taxes were .12¢ per acre in 1921 with a 10% 
discount if paid before May 1, 1922. $4.00 was 
paid for a “house cleaning” job at that time. 
This, however, dropped to $1.50 in 1932. The 
janitor was paid 15¢ per day. Mr. Turner supp- 
lied well water to the schoo! for .25¢ per month, 
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1928 must have been a good year because it 
is recorded in the minutes that curtains were to 
be bought for the windows and a gas lamp for 
evening functions. 

In 1932 the teacher, who was already teach- 
ing grades 1 to 8, was asked (if she was quali- 
fied) to teach grades 9 and 10 as well, and atless 
than the minimum wage of $840.00 per year. In 
1933 however, a qualified man teacher was ob- 
tained for $740.00. 

By 1937 wages had again increased to 
$840.00 and must have continued on a rather 
even keel for a few years. In 1948 the population 
had so increased that there was need for expan- 
sion. When the secretary of the County was 
approached on the matter of enlarging the 
school, a special meeting of the ratepayers 
was called to meet with the Divisional Trustee 
and the School Superintendent, to discuss 
having the students bused into Bentley where 
the children would be taught by qualified 
teachers, as rural schools were now being 
staffed by supervisors, 

As | read the minutes of the Boyle Schoo! 
District, it is my understanding that the school 
closed asa classroom in June, 1948. The district 
was stil listed under that name until April, 1953, 
when it was changed to the Warren Schoo! Dis- 
trict No. 2910. The reason for the change of 
name was to avoid confusion with the Village of 
Boyle in the Athabaska Schoo! Division, 
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CALKINS VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

First recorded minutes July 22nd, 1904, 
Trustees were W.E. Calkins, James Lockhart, 
WA. Brandon, W.E, Calkins named Chairman 
of the Board and James Lockhart as Secreta- 
ry-Treasurer, 

"It was agreed to petition the Commission 
of Education for permission to place the 
schoolhouse on the South West corner of the 
North West Quarter of Section seventeen 
‘Township Forty-One, Range Two, West of the 
Fifth Meridian; the centre of the district being 
half way between the North East and South East 
quarters of Section 18-41 

It was agreed to ask information from the 
Commissioner if the lands in said district canbe 
taxed for school purposes in 1904, 

It was also agreed to order supplies for 
secretary-treasurer’s use from Christies Book 
Store, Brandon, Manitoba 

‘August 24, 1904 - W.E, Calkins appointed 
Assessor. $600 borrowed to build school. 
Repayment to be made in 10 equal installments, 
with interest at 8%. 

‘School house was to be frame, 30 feet long 
by 20 feet wide, with 11 foot ceiling, 
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October 17th, 1904 - Taxes were levied at 
6% cents an acre - $10.00 per quarter. 

October 24th, 1904 - Mr. Calkins authorized 
to go to Bentley to buy necessary lumber for 
school house from W.B. McPherson, bargain 
with the carpenter and to use his own judgment. 

October 31, 1904 - Contract for building 
school was awarded to Charles E. Hansen, his 
bid being $100.00 to build the school anda brick 
chimney. It was agreed that the people of the 
district be solicited to haul the material for the 
school and that the Board pay their expenses 
while hauling from Lacombe. 

November 24, 1904 - It was agreed'to pay 
20 per 100 feet for hauling lumber from the 
McPherson mill and $8.00 per load for hauling 
from Lacombe (without expenses). 

December Sth, 1904 - It was agreed to have 
fa school term of six months duration and the 
Secretary-Treasurer was authorized to take 
steps to procure a teacher. 

December 21st, 1904 - It was agreed to hire 
Miss Mary E. Anderson as teacher, for a term of 
six months at a salary of $50 per month. School 
to commence January 16, 1905. 

May 8, 1905 - Miss Mary E. Anderson asked 


Pupils at Colkins Volley School with Weteel’s democrat at Barn 1921 & 1922 Bill Grant teacher. Back row-Frank 
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Wetzel, Lawrence Grei, John Fraser, Wilbur Doty, Richard Hamilton, John Calkins, Eddie Wetzel, Dustin 
Homnlton, Jimmie Malcolm, Wilie Jaffray, Jimeny Jaffray, Sam Wetzel. 
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Tender for wood 


permission to resign her position as teacher. It 
was agreed to accept her resignation provided 
she was willing to wait for the balance of her pay 
until the Department of Education pays the 
grant to our school. It was also agreed to keep 
the school open during the months of November 
and December 1905. 

August 14, 1905 - Contract to paint 
schoolhouse awarded to Berthold Joppe for 
$20.00. 

February 28, 1906 - D.M. Layton hired as 
teacher at $47.00 per month, provided he could 
‘obtain a permit from the Minister of Education. 





4908 - Contract to supply 15 cords of 
firewood at $1.49 per cord was awarded to W.E. 
Calkins, 

1909 - Taxes raised to 7° per acre and 10% 
discount allowed on current taxes paid before 
first day of July In the year for which they are 
levied. 

Tender of Otto Hueppelsheuser to supply 
fifteen cords of wood at $1.50 per cord was 
accepted, 

1910- James Lockhart appointed Assessor, 
Secretary and Treasurer for $40.00 for the year. 

‘School term extended to full year. 

Taxes reduced to 6° per acre. 

1911 - $100.00 borrowed from Union Bank 
in Lacombe. 

Henry Simons drilled a well on the school 
grounds at @ cost of $53.25. 





'S.M. Lockhart paid $12.00 for boarding well 
drillers. 

1914 - Taxes set at 7% per acre. 

Teacher's salary set at $65.00 per month 
with janitor services included 

1915 - Secretary instructed to order 
regulation strap for use in the school 

1916 - $700.00 borrowed from Union Bank, 
Lacombe. 

1917 - $16.20 paid to Damron and Thorp for 
Fire Insurance 

Secretary instructed to purchase a box of 
apples, pail of candy and $2.00 worth of peanuts 
for Christmas. 

1918 - Taxes sot at 8% per acre and 
teachers salary raised to $75.00 per month. 

$575.00 borrowed from Merchants Bank. 
Rimbey at 8% interest. 

1919 - $600.00 borrowed from Merchants 
Bank, Bentley. 

1920 - Teacher's salary $85.00 per month. 

Soldier's land exempted from taxes for 
current year. 

1921 - Taxes set at 12% per acre. Wood - 
$1.90 per rick. Teacher's salary - $1,300 per year. 

4922 - Taxes $24.00 per quarter - 20% 
discount if paid by 18th of March. 

1924 - Mrs, Krains hired as Secretary at $75 
for the year. 

Teacher's salary $1,100.00. 

$250.00 borrowed from Lockhart 
Co-operative Threshing Association, 

1925 - Taxes set at 9 mills on assessed 
value, 10% discount on current taxes if paid in 30 
days after notices mailed. 

1926 - ‘Taxes set at 13 mills with 10% 
discount if paid by June 25th. Teachers salary 
$1,200 per year. 

Last recorded minutes November 24, 1926. 

Trustees and/or Secretary-Treasurer: WE, 
Calkins, James Lockhart, W.A. Brandon, 
Berthold Joppe, Wm. Smith, Jas. Robson 
Lilburn Reeves, A. Rathwell, T.M. Thomas, 
Albert Krains, N.A. Palm, Henry Wesserling, 
WH. Lohman, Jas. Jaffray, C.A. Calkins, J.E. 
Wilson, A.S. Steeves, R. Pridgeon, J.E, Wilson, 
Geo. Fraser, Jas. Strachan, Carl Thomas, Wm, 
Wiese, Roy Wiese, Mrs. H. Krains. 

Teachers: Miss Mary E. Anderson - 1905; 
DM. Layton - 1906; J. Kelly - 1906; Miss Hall - 
4907: D.M. Layton - 1910; Miss Helen Lockhart - 
3913; G.B. Taylor - 1914; Miss Bishop - 1915; 
Mrs. Urich - 1917; S. Gillen ~ 1918; Mrs. E.C. 











Cook - 1918; Miss L. Sharpe - 1919; W.F. Irwin ~ 
1920; H. McKellar - 1920; W.J. Grant - 1921; Mrs. 
Nellie Craig - 1923; EM. Steele - 1923; Miss 
Cochrane - 1924; Miss B.A. Grant - 1924; Mrs, 
Craig - 1926. 

Receipts Expenditures. 


1904 § 729.25 § 729.25 
4905 538.27 467.18 
1908 744,81 740.90 
1907 608.47 587.98 
1909 952.26 
1910 1,000.39 946.00 
1911 1,197.47 

1912 1479.19 1,023.31 


Several things were of special concern to 

the School Board over the years - Hiring and 

keeping teachers; difficulty in collecting 

taxes; borrowing money from banking institu- 

tions and buying wood to keep the school 
house heated. 

‘The first to attend the school were Fred and 
Fanny Calkins; Oren and Ammie Pike; Anne and 
Hellen Lockhart; and Harry, Jack and Levina 
Brandon 





1L to R Connie Fraser, Hazel Malcolm, Jennie Cook the 
teacher, 1929 









Carritt School District #930 
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CARRITT SCHOOL, 
By 1903 enough children resided in the dis- 
trict to raise the need for a school. A meeting 
Was held in November 1903 which resulted in 
the formation of the Carritt School district #930, 
The members of the first board were Mr. Thos. 
Bigam, Mr. N.S. Nelson and Mr, J.C. Carrit. Mr. 
Bigam soon resigned and was replaced by Mr. 
John Blish. While waiting for the red tape neces- 
sary to bulld a school, it was decided classes 
would be held in the newly built church, so 
school classes were held there from February 
1904 to June 1905. Those first pupils were Eva 
Austin, Winnie Blish, Mary Carritt, Mildred Car- 
ritt, Fred Carritt, John Nelson, Fred Nelson, 
Marius Nelson and Frank Nelson. 
Following a school meeting in July 1904, an 
application was made to the Department of 
Education of the North-West Territories at 
Regina for a loan of $600,, this to include cost of 
building the school, fences, outhouses, stable, 
well, and putting the grounds in shape, to be 
repaid in five installments at not over 8% 
interest. The school was built on N.E. corner of 
NE, 29-39-1-5 and classes opened in 
September 1905. It was named the Carritt 
School after J.C. Carritt who, while not the first 
settler, was the first permanent settler in the 
district south of Rainy Creek. A local talent 
entertainment was held for the opening of the 
new building, and the proceeds used to start a 
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school library. This was a well stocked library by 
the time the school closed in June 1952, and the 
children went by bus to school at Bentley. Taxes 
in 1904 were $8.80 per quarter section; in 1809 

$10.00; in 1928 - $25.20 and in 1930 - $38.40. 

‘There was no basement under this school 
Until 1917 and the wind swept under the floor. 
During the cold weather the school was never 
really warm. The men teachers or older boys 
Started a fire in the box heater in the morning 
before school opened. It was not unusual for ice 
to form on the water pail, or lunches to be frozen 
when pupils gathered around the stove at noon 
to eat them. 

Warm weather games were baseball 
duck-on-the-rock, dare goal, tag, statues, 
beckon, etc.; winter games, fox-and-goose, and 
building forts. Shinny was an all season game. 
In below-zero weather, students competed in 
spelling bees, and oral addition contests 

‘The schoo! picnic at the end of June always 
drew a large crowd, and was really a local sports 
day. Highlight of the year was the Christmas 
‘concert, when each child received a small gift. a 
bag of candy, and an apple or orange. Most also 
had anew garment for the occasion, even if from 
a made-over garment. After a basement was 
made under the school, a furnace was installed 
and a small cook-stove set up. Then oyster 
suppers were a popular event, the oyster stew 
made in boilers on the stove. For some time 














Camitt Schoo! circa 1905 W.A. Saunders, teacher. 
Back row 
Hutchison, Winnie Bish, Edith Nelson. 


L to R - Jim Carri, John Nelson, Fred Corrit, Emma Nelson, Mary Cart, Gol 


a Dane, Edna 





Centre row -L to R-George Bigar, Premo Hutchison, Mikred Carrt, Alice Bish, Hazel Shepard, Hazel Bigam. 


Front row 
Thompson, 





hel Bish, Nelle Thon 





L to R- Murray Bigam, Marius Nelson, Frank Nelson, Eugene Bish, Annie Thompson, Grace 
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ong, teacher. 





se Humonn, Dianna Leiske 
ow-L toR- Charlie Humann, Marion Nelson, Ph 








‘Stone. 
Thrid row L to R- Marie Nelson, Francis Parkinson, Floyd Nelson, Gerald Parkinson, Wayne Heenan, Leonard 
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older students prepared noon cocoa on that 
stove, and parents took turns bringing in a hot 
dish for the Friday lunch 

In January 1920, about 6 sections on the 
south and east of the district was turned over for 
formation of the Durham school district, built 
later that year. 

During these years pupils took part in the 
‘school fair held at Sylvan Lake each fall, with all 
surrounding schools entering exhibits of school 
‘work, handwork, shop work, animals, etc. Those 
receiving highest points at school fair received a 
week's short course at Olds. 

A Junior Red Cross was part of the school 
program and supported Red Cross programs. 

‘A popular pastime for young people as well 
as school pupils was coasting on the hill just 
‘south of the school yard. Many and varied were 
the sleighs seen on that hill, as each one tried to 
out-do the others in speed and distance 
travelled 
In 1928 a new modern school was built just 





row L toR Frank Tompson, Gerald Nelson, Harold Peterson, Morris Stone, Murvelle Cart 


tard Nelson (stor), Vernon Nelson, Ronald Nelson, Aibe 





Vernette 


lis Thompson, Marjorie Carrit, Ethel Peterson, Bud 





ta Humann, Bertha Leiske. 





to the south of the first one. The accepted bid for 
this building was by Frank Hewitt for $3675. 
Classes were held there until June 1952 when 
the school was closed and children bused to 
Bentley. 

The first schoo! building was moved in 1932 
to the Carl Hilstad (now Brink) farm. A skating 
rink was built on the site of the old building, and 
was in use by the community until 1952. Prior to 
that time skating and hockey was on the 
Blindman River. Many skating parties, hockey 
games and ice carnivals were held at that rink, 

Alter the school closed in 1952 the Carritt 
School was moved to Bentley where it is still 
(1981) used as a classroom. 

Teachers at the Carritt School since 1903, 
ncludes: Mr, James McNichol (salary $50.00 
per month), Mr. William Saunders, Me. William 
Ayers, Miss W.J. Good, Mrs. Bessie Eisenhauer, 
Mr. W.B, Webb, Miss Winnie Fallow, Miss Olive 
Baxter, Mrs, Nora V. Steele, Miss Margaret 
Martin, Mr. Gordon Flack, Mr. Wm. H.K. 





Donaldson, Mrs. Constance M. Austin, Miss 
Grace Fleming, Miss J. McDonald, Miss Hilda M 
Sloan, Miss Irma R.1. Strong, Miss Vivian 
McDonald, Miss Gladys V. Jones, Miss E.C 
Kathleen Mann, Miss Mary W. Daggett, Mrs 
Leah Nunnemaker, Miss J.M. Bertheusen, Miss 
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Jean McKechnie, Miss Vera Houston -firstin the 
new school - 1928, Miss Tedford, Mrs. Gwinn, 
Miss Leona Suggett, Miss Helen Neilson, Miss 
Jean Simpson, Miss Ivy Hunt, Miss Sophie 
Hahn, Miss Pat George, Miss Betty McGee, Miss 
Komichik and Miss Gronstad, 








Centreview School District #968 





















































CENTREVIEW SCHOOL 


The Centreview Schoo! was builtin 1905 on 
the SE comer of Sec. 13-41-2-W5, by Mr. 
Putnam. 


The first teacher, Miss Drysdale, had as her 
pupils - Francis, Alice, Milton and Emma Miles, 
Isa and Mabel Cox, Gertrude and Harry Saint, 
Cecil Larsen, Zola Brown and Roy, Paul and 
Don Evernden. 


Following are some of the teachers; - Mary 





Centreview School - 1905 





1916, 


Cole, Mr. Craig, Miss Turpin, Miss Hewin, Mr 
Dudley, Christina Gill, Miss Dawson, Mr. Mack- 
enzie, Nellie Thompson, Pearl Beveridge, Nellie 
Craig, Pearl Gilbertson, Miss Smith, Miss Jon 
jason, Miss Murray, Miss French, Kathleen 
McNevin, Mabel Massing, Mr. Chappel, Mary 
Kent, Vivan Forsell, Freda Werth, Alberta Grim: 
son, Muriel Watts and Mrs, Bennett 

‘An addition was built in 1920 because of the 
Increased population 


The school was closed in 1947. 
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CHAPEL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
By Harry Ellsworth, 

The first Chapel School was constructed 
of logs, with siding outside. It was built about 
1904 or 1905, as far as can be ascertained. There 
was an organ in the north west corner, under 
which mice used to occasionally come up and 
scurry across the floor in school time, causing 
considerable excitement. The heater was at the 
back, usually surrounded by children in real 
cold winter weather. The children were forced to 
go outside to play at recess and noon, if the 
weather was at all decent. Winter games were 
“Fox and Goose”, "Follow The Leader”, etc. On 
milder days of spring, snow was rolled up in 
large balls, and places together ina circle like an 
igloo: or sometimes just a wall with two short 
sides. Then sides would be chosen for a snow- 
ball fight. 

In spring, as soon as therewasa dry spot of 
ground of reasonable size, many of the boys 
would play marbles. Sometimes some of the 
iris played too, The boys would also drown out 
gophers, or snare them. Sometimes the girls 
would go picking wild flowers, such as Butter- 
cups, Dandelions, Pussy Willows, and Cowslips. 
Boys and giris would play ball together. 

The schools were managed by Local 
Boards of three farmers, elected by the ratepay- 
cers of the district. They received no pay. They 
served voluntarily and were usually very 
conscientious. 

‘Anew school was bullt at Chapel in 1926, 
Mr. Frank Hewitt of Bentley was the carpenter. 

‘An acre of land was levelled for the school 
and grounds. A small barn was built atthe north 
end for horses that were ridden or driven to 
school by the pupils. This was surrounded by 
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another yard for wood, and trees for shelter. 

‘Sometimes a janitor was hired to keep wood 
at hand, and to start fires in the morning an hour 
before school. The janitor cleaned blackboards 
and swept the school each day, and scrubbed 
and oiled the floor at prescribed intervals. 

The teacher sometimes did this work her- 
self, Teachers salaries were not very high com- 
pared with today's standards, Salaries were 
between $700.00 and $800.00 per year, out of 
which they had to pay board. Teachers carried a 
certain prestige and were usually leaders in the 
community. 

‘There was always a Christmas concert put 
on by the teacher and pupils. Christmas pres- 
ents were passed out, and bags of popcorn, 
candy, nuts and oranges, given out by Santa 
Claus. Also Jap oranges and popcorn balls were 
passed around to those in attendance. 

‘There was also a Community Picnic held at 
the end of the school term, which the commun- 
ity attended in force. Even those who had no 
children attending school were there. 

‘Teachers were mostly unmarried ladies. 

(One of the first teachers was Mr. Jack Man- 
son of Rimbey, now deceased, who married a 
sister of Cliff Crommie, Others we recall were 
Faye and Nita Nicholson; Nellie Ashley; Pear! 
Raymond; Nellie Grant, who married Lorne 
Craig: Anna Watson, who married Hal Nichol- 
son; Elsie Fowler, who married Keith Evans, and 
lives near High River; Elsie Skocdopole, who 
martied Robert Thorp; Clara Massing, who 
married Harry Ellsworth; Margaret Rimbey, 
who married Allen Moore; Lorna Diggle, 
Phyllis Rice, whose parents lived near Lacom 
be. There were many others. Most of them 
boarded with Mrs. John Craig; my Mother, 
Clara Ellsworth; and Belle Graham. 





Durham School District #3907 
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DURHAM SCHOOL 
By Chris Ris, Jr. 


Chris Riis, Sr., Harry Pickering and Emil 
‘Schmidt (then a bachelor) were the first trustees 
of the Durham School. Bob Pickering, Sr. was 
the secretary. Many stormy battles were to be 
fought and won before getting the school 
started 

Much discussion had taken place in the 
area regarding the location of the school and 
also the need for it. A school was needed to fill 
the gap between the then existing schools of 
Aspelund, Norma and Carritt 

‘A general meeting was held at one of the 
farm homes where the first trustees were elected 
and the secretary appointed. It was then neces- 
sary to: 


1. Borrow money by issuing debentures, 

2. Establish a tax levy on the land. (No 
grants came from the government 
then.) 

3. Get permission from the Department 
of Education to build the school. 

4. Decide on the boundaries of the 
district. 

8. Decide where to locate the school 


Guy Erskine, who had three school-age 
children, donated 2 acres for the school and E, 
M. Reiswig donated 2 acres for the barn. This is 
why the school was on one side of the road 
allowance and the barn on the other. 

Meetings took place with bordering dis- 
tricts and boundaries were established, With tax 
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levies on the people, together with loans, ap- 
proximately $3,000 was raised. The loans came 
from Chris Zimmerman and Peter Lowe and 
also from others whose names can'tbe recalled. 
Volunteer labor was secured and the land, 
which was all bush at that time, was cleared and 
a full cement basement put in. 

Everything looked rosy, but a “hitch” deve- 
oped. The Department of Education insisted all 
monies be sent to Edmonton, Relations with the 
‘bureaucracy” became strained and the storm 
started. But in spite of this, the Board pro- 
ceeded further with their building plans. A 
building contractor was hired and lumber was 
hauled to the building site. More letters were 
sent to Edmonton but they still refused to re- 
lease the money and the Board went ahead o try 
to complete the school building before the cold 
weather set in, in October or November. The 
battle went on, but to no avail. The Board must 
have the money to pay the bills, and after all, it 
was their money and they were anxious to open 
the school as a teacher had been hired. Chris 
Riis was so riled up he decided to fight fire with 
fire so he phoned the School Inspector, A. F. 
Gibson, informing him of their difficulties. 
‘Now, he said, “there is a provincial election in 
the near future. I'm going to handall his corres- 
Pondence between the Department and the 
Board over to the Opposition Party.” Without 
further ado, Gibson phoned Edmonton, relaying 
the message and within a very short time the 
money was released. 

The finishing touches were added and the 
school was made ready to open in January of 
1921. 
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GULL LAKE SCHOOL 
By Harry Hansen 

The original schoo! was built on the S.E. 
‘corner of N.E.% 17-28-40-4, where Louis Cabel 
ka’s house now stands, It was one of the first 
schools west of Lacombe, and was organized 
and built by a group of local citizens under the 
supervision of Fred Nelles in 1900. 

Members of the first school board were An- 
gus French, Thomas Walker and Fred Nelies. 
Seoretary-treasurer was SH, Welch, The bulld~ 
ing was 24 ~ 32 of log construction, and well 
built and served for twelve years, 

Pupils came as far as 4 miles, from Wiese- 
ville, Woody Nook, Aspelund, Durham and Ben- 
tley. Scattered homesteaders also sent their 
children to Gull Lake School. 

It Is becoming hard to find pupils who at- 
tended the first schoo! but the names of Elton 
Poling, Zeo Poling and Harry Hansen come to 
mind. Perhaps there are others who moved 
away years ago. 

‘The new country standard schoolhouse 
was built in 1912, one half mile south of the old 
og school. The old schoo! became a residence 
for several families including, Esco Moore, Mrs. 
‘Acton, Emie King, Freeman Bros. and Art Davey 
and Mrs, Shewan. itwas demolished when Louis 
Cabelka took over the property in the early 40's. 

The Gull Lake School closed about 1947 


Gull Lake Schoo! 
Hansen, Mary Cars 
Raymond Hansen, Lois Metz, Elton Polina. 








1913, Back Row L to R: Harry Hansen, Philip Welch, Inez King, Bob Ha 
mm. Front Row L to R: Rajph King, Frances Court, Florence Court, Wi 
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and the pupils were bused into Bentley. The 
school building was moved into Bentley and 
became a residence east of the hall. 

‘The teachers of Gull Lake school, not ne- 
cessarily in order, are listed below. The lists 
between 1905 and 1910 are not available. 


First 
teacher - Mr. Boulton Mrs. Fred Moore 
D.C. Bayne _Katy Reiter 
Miss Anna Shaw Grace Welch 
Duncan Layton Mrs, Grant Currie 
Miss Edwards Geoffrey Taylor 





Miss Gerard Mr. Donnelly 
Bertha Hutton Jean Miller 
Mrs. Urich Percy Davies 
Irene Crooker Dale Blackmore 
Louise McNab Mrs. Atkinson 
Mrs. Gill Miss Gummow 
Elsie Ziprich Miss Farewell 
Ed Dowling Miss Trimble 
Dick Damron Grace Hansen 

= supervisor 
Eva Tona Frankie Caine 
Miss Trimble Betty Cutler 


Grace Welch became Mrs. Grant Currie 
and she taught grade 9 as well as the other & 
grades. 





zen, Whima 
lis Court, 


















1814, Back Row L fa R: Ray Hansen, Mary Peirie, Rolph King, Wills Court. Front Row 





rence Court, Inez King, Frances Cou 

Sports were not included in our education. _ surrounding the schoo! were frozen. Mr. Taylor 
We used to play shinny with tincansand heavy did organize a fair ball team in 1915 and they 
curved willow clubs, We used these clubs as _played against Bentley and Rainy Creek teams. 
hockey sticks in the winter when the sloughs The Christmas concert was a must every 





Gull Lake Schoolhouse about 1916. 
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Hansen ond 
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year, when our talents were brought into play. 
Hundreds still remember the skill of Tommy 
Reynolds as Santa Claus. 


GULL LAKE 
By Harry Hansen 

The history of the Gull Lake School and 
district would not be complete without a few 
words about the Lake itself. The Village of Gull 








in Coronation Day parade in Lacombe 





1937, Accompanied by Ed Dowling, Ed 


Lake and Brownlow’s Landing are two of the 
oldest summer resorts in the province. Many 
People will be surprised to learn that Aspen 
Beach sported two hotels and a Chinese restau- 
rant back in 1911, also three stores. Brownlow's 
Landing also had a store and confectionery. 
Some people came from small towns around 
‘central Alberta but most of them came by train 
from Edmonton and Calgary and would then 


Brewnlow’s fandin 


ull faze Ql?a. 


Brownlow's Landing 
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hire a livery team in Lacombe to take them to the 
lake, where most of them owned cottages. Wee- 
kends the hotels were crowded, and hundreds 
of sailboats and canoes could be seen on the 
lake. Motor boats were rare and water skiing was 
unheard of. Clumsy in-board motors were just 
‘coming in but out-board motors weren't used, 

Gull Lake has decreased by one-half in size 
since 1912- 1915, In 1915 water was running out 
of two outlets. Out of the one north of Bentley a 
regular torrent of water emptied into the Blind- 
man River west of town. The other outlet out of 
the extreme south end, crossing sections 17 and 
20-40-28-W4 also emptied into the Blindman 4 
miles south of Bentley. These streams provided 
900d fishing in the early days but they have 
bbeen dry for fifty years. 

The provincial government is fighting an 
Uphill battle to save the lake from drying up 
completely, and are pumping water from the 
Blindman River by pipeline and canal. They in- 
creased the pumping capacity last summer, 
which might help. The next couple of years will 
tell the story. 

‘The government has spent millions of dol- 
lars on the park and land on the north and west 
end of the lake. Let's hope they know what they 
are doing, 

‘Some of the early cottage owners at Brown- 
fow's Landing were Archie Putiand, Ingals, Miss 








rs Beach 


Maddock, Jabez McPherson, D.S. Moffat, J.H. 
Damron, W.B. Cairns, Percy and Frank Thorp, 
JF. Miller, Dr. Evans, George Brown and Dr. 
Fawcett. 


GULL LAKE SCHOOL NOTES 
By EW. Dowling 


LEG IN THE CEILING 


One day, when a piece of science equip- 
ment was needed, volunteers were called for 
to retrieve the same from the school attic, 
where it was kept to save space below. This 
area was reached by a ladder that extended 
from the front door level to the ceiling, and be- 
low the bell tower. 

‘One boy insisted that he could do the job 
better than anyone else. The teacher asked, 
‘Can you be careful and not step on the plas- 
tered ceiling?”. "Oh, yos!” was the eager reply, 
“Vill be careful. | can do it.” 

‘The ladder was climbed and the pupil dis 
appeared through the small opening into the 
dusty attic. Soon there was some noise - then, 
a sudden crash, with dust, plaster, and lath fal- 
ling to the floor below. 

Dangling from the ceiling was one 
healthy boy's leg, a little scratched but not 
broken, 

‘Among a burst of laughter and ridicule by 





his school mates he re-appeared and lowered 
the needed equipment to eager hands below. 





WRITING ON THE WALL 


Late one sunny spring day, the teacher 
was annoyed to find more “writing” in the 
boy's outhouse 

Of course no one knew who had contrib- 
uted. Later that afternoon a writing exercise 
for better penmanship was held for all pupils 
A certain combination of letters and words 
was used in a paragraph, on the blackboard 

Unwittingly the guilty pupil gave himself 
away by repeating the same style and form as 
in the outdoor writing, 

‘As the teacher toured the room he 
watched for a certain letter. There it was! 

When the teacher paused By the pupil's 
desk and asked, "Why did you write that stuff 
in the boy's toilet?", a very red face gave a sort 
of confession, resulting in the appropriate pu- 
nishment. 





THE LIGHTNING STRIKE 


(One very hot July day, some men stopped 
and. investigated the schoo! house. The 
teacher, who lived across the road, enquired 
as to their business. They replied that they 
were making sure the ground wires on the 
school lightning rods were in place, Some- 
times these became dislodged or damaged. 

Now, the pupils, when their school work 
was finished, had made nice birdhouses, 
painted them, and mounted them on poplar 
poles along the school fence. One near the 
yard gate was a nicely painted and decorated 
‘hip roofed barn”. The teacher jokingly asked, 
as a storm rumbled in the west, if they had any 
equipment for barns. Their answer, with a 
chuckle, was, "I'm afraid not in that size. 

They hadn't been gone more than fifteen 
minutes when the storm rushed in with all its 
fury. 

There was a tremendous 
flash 

Later the teacher inspected the school to 
see if it had been hit. All was serene, but on 
the return he noticed strips of bark scattered 
about. On closer examination he found dead 
birds and debris. A direct hit! A couple of 
miles due west a real barn, cow and calf, also 
‘were hit. The real thing! 








“bang” and 
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AN ODE TO THE GULL LAKE SCHOOL 


You stood so strong and sturdy 
Upon the corer there, 

The guardian of the crossroads 

In woather foul or fairt 

‘The land on which you proudly stood 
Was called the old Mott place, 

The centre of the neighborhood 
“Twas sort of like ‘home base’ 


The old pump stood there patiently. 
Beyond it was the barn, 

A shelter for the horses 
Of kids from distant farm: 
‘The woodshed tucked between the trees 
Just north of where you stood 

Was always full of sawed-up chunks 

Of corded tire wood, 








‘An older kid was janitor 
‘And paid to get the wood 

‘And keep the big old furnace 

Stoked up the way he should 

And keep the water bucket filled 
From the old pump in the yard, 

And scatter dust-bane when he swept 
(On wooden floors - “twas hard.!! 


You had thirty kids or more each day 
From grades one up to eight. 

We sat in double wooden desks 

‘And didn’t dare be late! 

If we would fight or cheat or swear 
And privileges abuse 

We'd stay in noons or after schoo! 
And sometimes ‘strap’ was used. 


Our lunch kit was a syrup pail 
Our mothers packed each day 

With home-made bread in sandwiches 
We'd try to trade away, 

The entry had our lunch pail shelves, 

‘The cloak-rooms for our hats 

And coats and boots and school-bags too 
‘And all the balls and bats 


Remember when you had a crush 
‘On the kid across the aisle, 

He'd help you clean the blackboards 
‘And the brushes, and he'd smile? 
You'd eat your lunch together 

‘And things seemed serious then, 
‘Though he was only twelve years old 
And you were only ten! 
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We used to play softball a lot 
And sometimes ‘run-sheep-run 

And hide north on the hogsback, 
Man, that was really fun! 
Hopscotch, rediight and volleyball 
Was all right in the fall 

But came the winter, then we played 
Inside the schoo\’s warm walls. 





| guess the Christmas concert 
Was the greatest fun of all 

We'd start to plan and practice 

Way early in the fall 

‘A wooden stage would then be built 
‘And sheets strung up on wires, 

‘And planks set up for seating folks - 
Lots stood so they'd be higher. 


We spoke our pieces, sang our songs 
And acted out our plays, 

And then came time to give out gifts 
With Santa on his way! 

He'd toss each kid a bag of treats 
(Of cheese cloth - red or green), 
Packed full with peanuts, candy, Japs 
The likes they'd never seen! 





The secret was well guarded 
When Santa came each year 

Where he came from, where he went 
And where were his reindeer? 

He always seemed familiar 

Like someone they should know, 
Like...good old Tommy Reynolds, 
But how could that be so? 


‘The Ebelings and Warehams, 
Cabelka, Coxs too, 

‘The Gibsons, Ekiunds, Smeltzers, 
They all attended you 

‘The Hansens and the Shewans, 
The Actons, Leiskes, Moores - 
The families of these neighbors, 
They all went through your doors, 


Our parents and our teachers 
Each had a role to play 

In teaching us our values 
That we live by to-day 

Let’s honor and revere them 
‘And thank those pioneers 
Who sacrificed so many ways 
To educate us here! 





The Gull Lake School has long been gone, 
The corner now is bare. 

But loving memories live on 

That many people share. 

It seems like only yesterday 

We learned the golden rule 

And got our education 

At the good old Gull Lake School!! 


By Donna Moore Jaque 
who attended Gull Lake 
choo! Grades 1 to 8 
Daughter of Esco and 
Grace Moore. 








Outlet School District #599 



























































OUTLET SCHOOL 
By Glen Baumbach 


This seat of early learning was situated 3 
miles from the Baumback farm. There were 
usually 3 or 4 children going at once. Summer 
travel was easy with a four wheel “buggy” 
pulled by one horse. Three children could sit 
fon the one seat, - excess children had to 
Crouch in the back. In winter a cutter was the 
mode of transportation. Bricks were heated on 
the wood range in the kitchen. The bricks 
were wrapped in burlap bags and put at your 
feet for warmth. A big quilt kept you snug for 
the trip, Occasionally someone would smell 
smoke and a subsequent search would reveal 
that the burlap sack or the straw beneath were 
on fire, No problem, there was lots of snow to 
cool things off. If your new overshoes or moc- 
casins got burns on them the most important 
thing was to keep that fact hidden from your 
parents. 

Enroute to school you accumulated several 
more student passengers. Your status on the 
student caste system dictated where you rode or 
hung on. The grade 1 and 2 novices always had 
to crouch in the back. 

Eating the noon lunch stored in your very 
own jam pail (big kids had larger pails usually 
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from “Rogers Golden Syrup") was always an 
important ritual. If your own sandwiches were of 
syrup or chokecherry jam it was a good idea to 
trade one for whatever was available - preferably 
bologna. 

‘Amongst the local teachers contributing to 
the Baumbach children’s education Ruth 
‘Sweetman (Craig) must receive most of the ac- 
colades. Six of the children received part of their 
early education under her guidance. Other 
teachers remembered for the understanding 
and perseverance shown in the training of 20to 
30 souls at a time: Miss Seima Raabis, Mrs. E. 
George, Miss Mildred Miller, Miss Bolton and 
Mrs. Nicholson. 

The Christmas concert with the childrens 
one look at Santa Claus (eg. Ben Hicks, Ken 
Sweetman) was one of the major social events of 
the year. Practice for the concert began on No- 
vember 1. The final week bofore Christmas was 
critical, The stage that was stored in the barn 
was installed at the front of the room and full 
dress rehearsals began. For many years it was 
our task to supply the Christmas tree from the 
abundant supply along the Blindman river. 
‘Santa Claus always provided each child in at- 
tendance with a green net bag containing 
candy, nuts, and one mandarin orange. This was 





Red Cross Members at Outlet Schoo! - 1940 
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a real treasure to those attending school in the 
1930's, 

There was no water well drilled at Outlet 
School until the 30's and it was two students 
daily task to fetch a pail of water from the Castle- 
man farm % mile away. Drifted and impassable 
Toads in winter were always a problem. The 
worst were east-west across the prevailing 
winds. There were several years, however, that 
the roads were kept clear by the F.W.D. vehicle 
preceeding the cream truck operated by Mon- 
talbetti Bros. These enterprising brothers oper- 
ated a large store and creamery in Bluffton and 
would pick up and purchase the farm cream 
while dolivering your semi-weekly grocery 
order. A special one page flyer was provided to 
advertise prices and specials. This entrepre- 
neurship was not too highly appreciated by 
other Blindman Valley Merchants. 

Friday afternoons at Outlet School were 
spent in having mind-broadening spelling and 
geography matches. Sides were chosen. Being 
picked amongst the first few team selections 
was good for the ego. The nearer you were 
picked to the lower graders the lower was your 
1.Q. in your peers rating 





OUTLET SCHOOL DISTRICT NO, 599 


The first school in the district was held ina 
house on the Fred Stevens homestead, which is 





ow owned by Don Castleman. In 1902 the 
Outlet School was built on the S.E. corner of the 


same quarter. 

‘The carpenter was W. (Bill) Hankins, as- 
sisted by his son, Chas. (Chuck). 

The first school board comprised, Philo 
Slaughter, George Deaver, and George Bentley. 

In 1949 the school was closed, after the 
Inauguration of the school bus system, and sold 
to Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Skeels, who made a 
lovely home of it. 


‘Some of the teachers were as follows: - 


Miss Wildeman Elsie Peterson 


Isobel Swanson Helen Bolton 
J.B. Taylor Mildred Miller 
Chas Bowker Ruth Craig 
Mrs. Robertson Miss Raabis 
Miss Black Mable Jaffray 
Elva Stambough Ann Ellstad 


Miss Mclsaac 
Miss Summers 


Mrs. Ruth Sweetman 
Ida Bergstrom 


Miss Barton Mrs. Ann George 
Mrs. Steele Stewart Wilton 
Miss Hornick Miss V. Tabraham 
Miss Hall Mrs. A. Martin 


It is interesting to note that before the mu- 
nicipalities were formed, this area was known as 
Local Improvement District 21-A-5, and taxes 
were $6.00 per quarter. 


Oxford School District # 687 


Later Changed To 


Bentley School District 


Names of Pat'd owners on described land 

































































HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN BENTLEY 
By Cecil Galloway 


Pioneer residents of Bentley saw the need 
for the formation of a school district as early as 
1902. Subsequently, a board of trustees was 
‘elected for the proposed Springdale Schoo! Dis- 
trict of the Northwest Territories. The name was 
later changed to Oxford at the suggestion of Mr. 
Harry Brownlow, in memory of hishome town in 
gland, The first three trustees elected to the 
Oxford School District #687, were William 
McPherson, AJ. Shannon and James Murray, 
Mr. Murray was later chosen as secretary- 
treasurer 
‘The first elected board had many duties and 
things to consider. A levy of four cents an acre 
‘was made on assessable land in the district. Mr 
Guy Holmes’ house was leased for school pur- 
poses, and to have it furnished with seats, desks 
and other equipment was deemed necessary. 
The school district of Oxtord was at first small, 
encompassing ari area of but two by five miles, 
Already formed at that time were the school 
districts of Outlet, Gull Lake and Stephenson, 
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‘The board hired @ teacher by the name of 
Grace Wilson with duties to commence in June 
of 1902. The first schoo! inspector was D.P. 
McCall 

The twelve children first enrolled were Mai- 
sie, Zella and Vivian Osgoode, Harold Veetkind, 
Charlie Ross, Harold and Fred Hopkins, Joe and 
Earl Stephenson, Roy and William McKilligan 
and Ellis Urich. Children from outside the dis- 
trict could be admitted to the school for a 
monthly payment in advance of one cent per 
child per day. 

itwasn’t too long before the need fora prop 
erly built schoo! arose. At a meeting in January, 
1903, it was agreed to purchase one and a half 
acres of land. The sum of $500 had to be bor- 
rowed at 6% interest. It was decided the schoo! 
would be twenty-two feet wide, thirty-eight feet 
long with twelve foot posts, the front six feet to 
be partitioned off for an entrance. The labor 
contract was let to Mr. O.£, Putnam for the sum 
of $95.00, Those supplying material for the 
building were Murray brothers, R.L. Holmes, 
Foulger and Co., O.. Putnam, A.A. Adams, 














Oxford School - 1914, J.W. Grant - teacher 
Back row - 10 R - Clara MePherson, Florence Miler, ?, Emily Payne, Connie Taylor, Muriel Damant, Doris 
Tavlor, Harry Garris, Campbell Mila 

Second Row'-L ro R - Evo Willams, Bud Damron, 2 Jack Te Wiliams, Joe Doron, 2 2, Vietor 
McPherson. 

Third row -L to R ?, Nelie Payne, Grace Damron, Alberta Damron, Dorothy Damon, 2 Ruth Garies, Ama 
Pico, Edna Pico 

Front row Lo R?, ?, Alan Damant, 2, Dick Damron, John Birch, 2 2, Bill Thor 











Oxford School 
Back row 
Willams, Connie Taylor. Dolly Raloff, Doris Taylor 
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Hugh MeC 



























Meredith, Dick Di 





‘Thomas Cummings and Sons and Alex Mckilli- 
gan. Mrs, Mary Porterfield was hired as teacher 
of the schoo! for a period of eight months, be- 
ginning in May, 1903, at a salary of $45.00 a 
month. 

In 1910 taxes were six cents an acre. 

Highschool was first taught in Bentley in 
1916, Miss H. Roscoe was hired as high schoo! 


ys Ga 


Front row Frances Cou 


Eugene Bish, Harry Garries, Clara McPherson, Florence Miler, Emily Payne, ?, Eva 





Second row-LtoR- 2, Victor McPherson, John Birch, Bud Damron, Ha 
2, Jud Garries, Ruth Garries, Nelle 
Front row - L1o R - Frank Hamilton, Wirid Thor 


Harry Brownlow, Russell Meredith, A 
ran, Bill Thorp, Myron Palmer, Tiss Thorp, Fern Bish, Nettie C 











Jamant, Ron Erskine, Glen Willams, 
ilar, Lily Bish, Victor McPherson. 
ian Damant, John 

known, 








teacher at a salary of $840.00 and Miss Frances 
E. Bishop was hired to teach primary and inter- 

mediate grades, t 
Of interest are the many trustees who have 
served on the Bentley Schoo! Board since 1902. 
Following is alist of names and dates from 1902 
1940: 1902-03 AJ. Shannon, J.D. Murray, 
1904-09 J.B. Veetkind, 1902-05 W.B. McPher 


ies, Campbell Miler, Joe Damron - Helen Roscoe, teacher 
Middle row h, 8, Harry Garres, Alice Bish, C 
Florence Court 





“annie Taylor 


‘son, 1904 Orlo Urich, 1905-07 George Hopkins, 
1906-10 J.H. Morison, 1913-15 J.H. Morison, 
1908-13 Jens Larsen, 1910-12 J.F. Millar, 1911- 
16 James McPherson, 1914-40 C.F. Damron, 
1916-18 H.W. Birch, 1917 F.W. Thorp, 1918-32 
EJ. Wyatt, 1919 Bert Crawford, 1920-21 J.R. 
Hutton, 1922-24 Thos, Lorimer, 1925-96 Percy 
‘Thorp, 1933-38 R.E. Chowen, 1937-28 Percy 
Wilton, 1938 W.R. Woolgar, 1938-40 W. Holmes, 
1938-40 Ray Hutton, 

By the year 1920, there was need for anew 
school in the Oxford Schoo! District. The schoo! 
trustees: C.F. Damron, E.J. Wyatt and J.R. Hut- 
ton instructed the secretary, Mr. Herbert Thorp, 
to write to the Department of Education to ob- 
tain particulars for the building of a new four- 
room school. It was finally decided to build a 
two-room school with an extra classroom for 
domestic science. The estimated cost of the 
building was $10,000. The school district bor- 
rowed $12,000 to be paid back over twenty years 
at a rate of 7%. Mr. Rathwell’s bid to build the 
school was accepted, The land was donated by 
Major McPherson. 

(One of the ways of raising money was the 
introduction of a Poll Tax of $4.00 in 1921. Com- 
munity minded people then, as now, recognized 
the need for motivation in schools and the re- 
cognition for achievement. In 1923, Rev. J.H. 
Nightingale of the Methodist Church donated 
prize money for achievement in grades seven to 
eleven. 

Throughout the early twenties, overcrowd- 
ing became a problem. In 1928 the community 
hall was rented for a classroom for one year. 
During the same year plans were made to build a 
two-room school, It was built on a lot purchased 
from C.F. Damron and Mr. Frank Hewitt’s bid of 
$1,645.00 was accepted. 

The teaching of grade 12 for the first time 
to0k place in 1940. By 1949 the need for alarger 
school became acute. The new school had four 
classrooms on the main floor, science labora- 
tory, typing room, shop and domestic science 
were located in the basement. There were two 
older rooms on the south side and, in addition, 
there were four rooms upstairs, Mr. Jack Rogers 
was the Bentley representative of the Lacombe 
School Division 

At the time the Lacombe Schoo! Dirision 
was being formed, busing became an important 
segment of the community school, Mr. Elmer 
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Two room Oxford schoo! bu 


in 1928 


Calkins started busing with one bus in 1947 
‘Two more buses were purchased in 1948 and 
two more in 1949. More were added up to 1954 
until Mr. Calkins had a fleet of nine, ranging 
from 36 to 54 passenger. The number of stu- 
dents transported to the Bentley School was 
approximately four hundred by the yoar 1954 
Some of the former school districts that 
changed to busing were Stephenson, Boyle, 
Sunset, Outlet, Aspelund, Gull Lakeand Calkins 
Valley. 

On February 13, 1972, fire completely des- 
troyed the Bentley High School. A new school 
was built and was ready for use by September 1 
1973, with Mr. Ralph Scarlett as principal. 

‘8 incomplete list of the teachers in the 
early days follows: 1902 - Miss Grace Wilson; 
1908 - Mrs. Mary Porterfield; 1904 - Miss Ethel! 
Ross; 1906-07 - John Kelly; 1910-11 - Miss C.E. 
Reed; 1912 - Miss Christine Gill, 1913-14 - J.W. 
Grant; 1915 - J. Arthur Davis; 1916 - Miss H. 
Roscoe, H. McCrostie; 1917 - Miss H. Roscoe, 
Miss Frances Bishop; 1918 - Mr. M. Falkrence, 
Miss Noiles, M. Fallis, Miss Boss; 1919 - Miss 
Noiles, Miss Hobbs; 1920-Miss W.C. Nickalson, 
J.W. Grant; 1921 - Miss $. Nemen, Miss Hobbs: 
1922 - Miss Irene Mills, Miss Soderman, Miss 
Duncan, Miss Thompson; 1923~ Miss Mills, Mrs, 
Ells; 1924 - Mr. Thomas, Mrs. Elis; 1925 - Mr. 
Thomas, Mrs. Ells, Harry McKeen, Miss Mary 
Hunt; 1926 - Harry McKeen, D.A, Colpitts, Miss 
Mary Hunt; 1927 ~ Miss Matheson, Miss Mary 
Hunt; 1928 - Miss MeKilligan, Miss Mary Hunt, 
4929 - Dick Damron (9-11), Miss M. Hunter (5-8), 
Miss Lundberg (1-4); 1930 ~ Miss McLaggan, 
Miss Lundberg, Dick Damron, Mrs. Pomphrey. 
Other names chosen at random include: Harry 
Wilkie, Elsie Skocdopole, Doug McLeod, Mrs. 
Ken Sweetman, Ernie Shackleton, Miss Algar, 
Miss Carter, Margaret McKinnon, J.W. Moseley, 
Keith Evans, LR. Metcalf, Elma Davis, Judith 
Ree, E. Ingram, Alice Field, Edwin Reid. 








Stephenson School District #640 















































STEPHENSON SCHOOL, 
By Stina Anderson 

‘Stephenson School District No. 640- North 
West Territories, The school was builtin 19040n 
the Edward Uhlig homestead, which is now 
‘owned by Ernest Holmen, being the S.W. 20-40- 
1-WS, The schoo! was built of lumber with Ted 
Zoluf as carpenter, He also built the desks and 
teacher's desk 

Founders of the school were Robert Ste- 
phenson, Sr., Charlie Urich, John Shirkey, and 
George Stephenson. 

Children attending this school came from 
three to four miles through trails, and crossed 
flooded areas, as there were no bridges. Planks 
‘were placed across creeks that ran across these 
trails. Pupils travelled by horseback or horse 
and buggy, and several walked. 

‘The first teacher was Mr. Davidson. Other 
teachers were Miss Ritson, Mrs. Nora Steele, 
‘Alex Munro, Mr, Wallace, Mrs, Porterfield, Ethel 
McBeth, Eva Macintyre, Maud Baynon, Maud 
McNab, Laura Henderson, Miss Shepti, and Ber- 
tha Hutton. 

Children attending school by August, 1905, 
were Minta Shirkey, Edna Hutchinson, Premo 
Hutchinson, May Stephenson, Bessie Garries, 
Gladys Stephenson, Pauline Skjonsberg, Jer 
nie Harstad, Paul Garries, Julius Johnson, 
Gustav Skjonsberg, Willie Bjornson, and Anna 
Christiansen. By the end of 1906 the number 
of children had increased to 25. 

In 1918 the school was moved one mile 
straight west to the N.E. cornerof the S.E, 24-40- 
2-W5, on Gerhart Haarstad's homestead, now 
farmed by Harvey Harstad. Miss Lela Anderson 
was the first teacher on record at the new loca- 
tion. Some of the teachers who taught from then 
until 1928 were Gertrude Ronnie, Miss Watson, 
Miss Hunt, Miss Miller, Christine Haynes, Caleb 
Morison, Elsa Maurer, (for six years), Mrs. Jim 
Morison, and Mr. Arnston, 

The only records on hand at the present 
time date from January 6, 1928, showing the 
Chairman as Hans. P. Hansen, and Board 
members as A.D. McKilligan, Berger Johan- 
nesen, and Oscar Vig as Socretary-Treasurer. 
The Secretary-Treasurer received $40.00 per 
year. Firewood was contracted for thirty ricks of 
green poplar to Emil Wester, at $1.25 per rick. (A 
rick is one quarter of a cord). 

‘Taxes were set at 11 mills on the dollar of 
property valuation, with a rebate of 10% on all 
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current taxes if paid with 30 days of the mailing 
of the tax notices. 

(On January 12, 1929, C.F. Damron gave @ 
talk on the rural high school to be built in Ben- 
tley. 

(On April 9, 1929, Mary Irene Jenkins was 
hired as teacher at a salary of $1,000.00 for the 
term. Also in 1929 an organ was bought for the 
school. The schoo! building and contents were 
insured for $1000.00. 

(On July 11, 1930, Muriel Craig was hired as 
teacher for $1000.00 per year. Also in 1930 a 
decision was made by the board to call for tend- 
fers to have the interior of the school building 
plastered, and all woodwork, such as windows, 
doors, casing, and blackboard repaired. All 
materials to be supplied by the contractor. The 
size of the school was 24’ x 30’, with 12' ceiling. 
‘The contract was made with R.D. MKilligan for 
$190.00 for this job. 

‘On March 2, 1931, it was moved by Oscar 
Vig that a requisition for $1000.00 be forwarded 
to the Secretary-Treasurer of the M.D. of Lorne 
No. 400, for operating the school for 1931 

On July 2, 1931, Muriel Craig was offered a 
salary of $900.00 to teach another term, with a 
special grant if she taught grade 9. 

In 1982 the Secretary-Treasurer’s salary 
was cut to $25.00, Also it was moved that the 
requisition to the municipality be $800.00 in- 
stead of the previous $1000.00. 

In 1933 the schoo! requisition was $750.00. 

(On June 30, 1933, Miss Craig's resignation 
was accepted, and Eva Tona of Rimbey was 
hired at a salary of $700.00 per year. 





Stephenson School bull in 1904, Now on the farm of 
Howard Bergeson 
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(On July 20, 1934 J.W. Grant was hired as 
teacher 


On January 5, 1995, the district bought 
material for a teacherage, size 12' x 24', to be 
built on the school grounds, as district proper- 
ty. 

January 15, 1935 the requisition to the M.D. 
of Lorne was set at $800.00. 

April 30, 1985, the Board allowed the S.E. 
29-40-1-WS to be transferred to the Oxford 
‘School District. 

July 25, 1936, R.D. MeKilligan’s tender was 
accepted for repair of the schoo! foundation and 
putting a cellar and foundation under the tea- 
cherage. Tom Whitworth’s bid for painting the 
school was also accepted, 

July 27, 1936, Miss Katherine Ferries was 
hired as teacher. 

July 15, 1998, Miss Betty Everndon was 
hired as teacher with salary being dependenton 
the permission of the Department. She was 
qualified to teach grade 9, and also received rent 
fon the teacherage in return for janitor work at 
the school 

No records were kept from 1944 to 1947. In 
1947 the new officers elected wore Gerald Wil: 





‘Stephenson School - 1918-14 
Back row L to R- Jessie, Leura and Glad 
Front row - L to R- Olga Chr 








iansen, Gordon Woa 





Stephenson, Doris Wats, Lawrence Stephenson, N 
sen, Agnes Skjonsbera, Alma Skionsbera, Emma Chris 





son, Roy Hunter, and Wilfred Anderson, who 
was elected Secretary. The board discussed re- 
pair of the school, school yard, teacherage, and 
school fench. The decision was to have Jack 
Rogers, who was Councillor at the time, to in- 
spect same. 

Feb. 26, 1948, Mr. Jack Rogers then pro- 
posed the bus system to send the children to 
Bentley School. A bus system was worked out 
and would travel 23 miles, Approximately 40 
children, including 4 or S already attending high 
school in Bentley, would be picked up. The deci 
sion finally made was to determine further plans 
at the end of the school year. 

April 1, 1948, A special meeting of the rate- 
payers of the Stephenson School District was 
held at the school. Mr. Jack Rogers and Mr. 
McCullough, the superintendent, outlined the 
advantages and disadvantages of building a 
new school as compared to changing to the bus 
system. A proposed route was laid out anc the 
ratepayers were asked to vote by a show of 
hands if they were satisfied with the route. The 
vote was 100% in favor of the us system route 
A delegation was sent to Lacombe on April &th 
to attend the board meeting and propose the 
said bus system. The delegation comprised 











sen, Albert 





Wilfred Anderson, Gerald Wilson, and Albin 
Pearson. 

Elmer Calkins bought the first school bus 
and began busing children from the Stephenson 
School District to Bentley in the fall of 1948. 

The Lacombe School Board disposed of the 
piano for $125.00. This was turned over to the 
‘Oxford School for recreation for the Stephen- 
son School children In grades 1 to 6 inclusive. 

February 16, 1950, At the Ratepayers An- 
nual Meeting of the district it was discussed and 
felt by the members present that mention be 
made of the satisfaction shared by the Stephen- 


625, 


son School District on the bus service, Also that 
appreciation be given Mr. Calkins as school bus 
operator, and it was felt that no one could do 
better. 

Howard Bergesen bought the Stephenson 
School building, and at the present time it is 
sitting on his farm, 

Some of the teachers between 1998 and 
1948 were Margaret Craig, Sue Park, Mrs, Har- 
vey, Miss Ferris, Mrs. Morrison, Miss Colburn, 
and Mary Gamble, who was the last teacher in 
the Stephenson School previous to changing to 
the bus system operation. 





Sunset School District #2908 

































































SUNSET HILL SCHOOL 
By Edwin Solberg 


The Sunset Hill schoo! house was built in 
1912-1913 on the N.E. 21-40-2-5, at the foot of 
Sunset Hill. The head carpenter was John 
Mockinnon from Finland and | remember him 
for his Finnish speech. 

The first secretary-treasurer was Fred Pea- 
chey, a bachelor living one and a half miles 
north of the school. Fred was secretary until 
1919, when he and his brother, Frank, bought a 
new right-hand Ford and were moving to B.C. 
where at that time right-hand driving was law. 
Sidney Brooke took over the secretary- 
treasurer position which he held until the schoo! 
was closed, as the children wore being bused to 
Bentley. 

cannot remember all the members of the 
school board, but Jack Anderson, Ted Wiffin, 
John Solberg and William Baillie served at d 
ferent times. 

‘School started for the first time on the first 
Monday in September, 1913 - this being Sep- 
tember 1st. 








Sunset Schoo! 


JL. Robinson, 
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‘The first teacher, Mrs. Norah Steel, taught 
that fall until Christmas and she had a grown 
son, Paul, who attended at the same time. The 
next teacher, J.L. Robinson, boarded at the 
John Holmen home and taught for three years, 
A young girl fram Nova Scotia, Ethel Frazer, 
taught for a year and boarded with the Gene 
Parmentiers. She was a lonely girl and the child- 
ren didn't make things easier for her. The next 
teacher was W.H.K. Donaldson, a man who 
straightened us out. I think he stayed for3 years 
and then there was Jessie Evelyn Gilbert from 
Clive. These were my teachers until | quit schoo! 
in 1918-19. 


The last two years the school was open was 
under supervisors as teachers were not availa 
ble for the country schools - the trend being 
toward centralization and busing. Two supervi- 
sors wore Mrs. Kerr and Mrs. Sidney Brooke. 

The first pupils as | remember them were 
Edna, Florence, Selma, Andrew, Gilmour, Alfred 
and Earl Anderson, Letitia Petry, Henry and Ed- 
ward Vig, Edwin and Mabel Solberg, Ivy Baillie 
and Paul Steele, We had slates and slate pencils 
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which we could make squeak loudly, if they 
were held at the right angle, and this must have 
been nerve wracking for the teacher. After 
awhile we were given pens with removeable nibs 
and ink wells were in the desk top, at the upper 
right hand corner. Many cold days in the winter 
the ink froze. 

‘A barn was built in 1917 or 1918, for the 
school ponies. My father, John Solberg, hauled 
the lumber for this from’ McPherson's sawmill, 
out west 

‘The Janitor work was done at first by the 
teachers and later the children could got the job. 
| was janitor for two years and my duties in- 
‘cluded building the furnace fire in the winter and 
making sure water was available. The water had 
{0 be carried from either Parmentiers or Gnoras, 
the two closest wells, A well was drilled at the 
‘school in 1925 or 1926 and was drilled by Victor 
Johanson. The blackboards were washed once 
week, the desks dusted as well as floors swept 





with broom and sweeping compound - all this 
for 10¢ @ day. The janitor did not get as much 
time to play as the other children as the noon 
hour was taken up by getting water, 


We got some long noon hours and recesses 
when the teacher took us for nature study trips 
to the top of Sunset Hill. There we could see in 
every direction as, at that time, there was no 
bush or big trees on the hill. We could start rocks 
rolling down the west side and they would 
bounce a long way down. Sometimes we took 
excursions north to the hills to pick cattails 
growing at the edge of the sloughs. 

The school was closed down when centrali- 
zation and busing took over, but the building 
still stands at the same place and Norman Pear- 
son uses it as @ honey extraction building 

I might add, my children Ellaand Elmer also 
attended the Sunset school. The highway now 
goes through the playground we used 


FAMILY HISTORIES 


‘Adventist Church 
Ames, Tirey 
Anderson, Andrew 
Anderson, Andrew John 
Anderson, Carl 
Anderson, Earl 
Anderson, Easton 
Anderson, Ellwood 
Anderson, Gordon 
‘Anderson, Jack 
‘Anderson, John Henry 
Anderson, Wilfred 
Anglican Church 
Attema, Pieter 
Austin, ©. 

Baillie, William 
Balog, John 
Baumbach, Jacob 
Beairsto, A. 
Beddoes, George 
Beddoes, Len 
Beechinor, David 
Begert, William 
Beranek, Gordon 
Berg, Carl 
Bergesen, Einar 
Bergesen, Haakon 
Bergesen, Howard 
Berze, Joe 

Bigam Families 
Bigam, Andrew 
Bigam, Gordon 
Bigam, John 
Bigam, George 
Bigam, Jessie 
Bigam, Murray 
Birch Family 
Bjornson Family 
Blindman Valley Co-op 
Blish, Eugene 
Blish, John G. 


16 
16 
7 
19 
19 
20 
a4 

22 
25 
29 
29 
31 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
39 
40 
40 
4 

42 
43 
43 
43 
45 
47 
48 
51 

82 















































Brook 


Bruns, 


Burger 


Caldw 
Calaw 
Calkin: 
Calkin 
Calkin 
Calkin 
Calkin: 
Calkin: 
Carlso 


Carritt, 
Carritt, 
Carnitt, 
Carritt, 
Carri 
Cart 
Carri, 
Carritt 
Carritt 
Carrut 
Castle 
Catholl 
Chala 


Christi 
Christi 


Bobye, Peter 


e, Sidney 


Brown, Charles H. 
Brownlow, Harry 


AW. 


Bucknell, Thomas 
Bullock, Alfred 


r, Sam 


Butcher, George 
Cabelka, George 
Cairns Family 


ell, Gavin 
ell, Ralston 

's Valley Threshing 
1s Family 

is, Beulah 

s, Charles 

's, Elmer 

‘8, William 

in, Hans 


Carlstrom, Wells & Esseling 
Carlyle, Archie 
Carlyle, Robert 


Fred 
Beatrice 
Arthur 
Helen 
Daniel 

, Donald 
Tom and Joe 
John Charles 

, Judson 

hers, Melville 

man, Henry 

ii¢ Church 

nd, Merton 


Chowen, Edwin 
Chowen, R.E. 


ian Centre 
iansen, Peter 


Cole, Mrs. Olava 
Cole, Luther 

Collins Brothers 
Coston, William 


55 
56 
87 
58 
59 
59 
59 
60 
63 
66 
67 
68 
68 
69 
70 
70 
73 
75 
75 
76 
76 
7 
7 
81 
82 
86 
86 
87 
a7 
a7 
92 
92 
94 
95 
95 
98 
100 
102 
103 
104 
105 
105 
106 


Court, George 
Cox, Allan 

Cox, William Richard 
Cox, Wilson 

Craig, John R. 

Craig, Harry Grant 
Craig, Harry Loren 
Craig, Grant 

Craig, Laurie 
Cumberland, Manley 
Cummings, George 
Curtis, Daizie 
Damant, Alfred 
Damron, Arthur E 
Damron, Claren 
Damron, John 
Damron, N.T. 
Damron, W.W. 
Dane, John B. 
Davey, Arthur 
Dawson Brothers 

Deak, Mike 

Dickau, Herman 
Dickau, Roy 

Dickie, Robert 

Dobos, Valentine 
Donaldson, W.H.K. 
Drinnan, James 
Duncan, Percy 

Dwyer, Frank 

Ebeling, John 

Ebeling, Louis 
Edwards Family 
Edwards Brothers 

Eid, Martin 

Eklund, Aldor 
Ellsworth, Alfred 
Ellsworth, Clarence 
Ellsworth, Donald 
Ellsworth, Earl 
Ellsworth, Frederick 
Ellsworth, Glen 
Elisworth, Ed and Family 
Elisworth, John 





107 
108 
108 
112 
113 
115 
417 
118 
118 
119 
119 
120 
121 
121 
122 
124 
125 
126 
126 
131 
132 
132 
134 
134 
135 
135 
138 
136 
137 
138 
139 
141 
142 
143, 
143 
143 
143 
144 
145 
145 
145 
146 
146 
147 





Erickson, John 
Erickson, Peter 
Erskine, Jack 
Erskine Families 
Evans, Molly 
Evernden, Jesse 
Evernden, William 
Fallis Family 
Fields, Arthur 
Finch, Dee 
Fleming, Bernard 
Forshee Hall 
Forsters 

4-H Beef Club 
Fraser, George 
Freeman, Alexander 
Freeman, James Jr. 
Freeman, James Sr. 
Freeman, Ernest 
Freeman, Samuel 
Garries, George 
Garries, Harry 
Garries, Ralph 
Garries, Russell 
Gelin, Carl 
George, Annabelle 
George, Edmund 
Georgy, Joseph 
Get Together Club 
Gibson, Jim 
Gibson Family 
Gideon, Chester 
Gideon, Ray 
Gideon Family 
Gillies Family 
Gittens, Joe 
Gorsky, George 
Graham, George T. 
Greif, Lawrence 
Gull Lake Mutual Tel 
Gunderson, George 
Gyori, Louis Sr. 
Gyori, Joseph 
Haarstad, Alfred 





148 
150 
151 
151 
152 
153 
156 
157 
157 
157 
168 
158 
159 
160 
160 
163 
164 
165 
168 
168 
m 
173 
174 
77 
7 
178 
178 
179 
179 
182 
183 
183 
185 
186 
188 
188 
188 
189 
189 
191 
191 
191 
194 
195 





Haarstad, Carl 
Haarstad, Edward 
Haarstad, Gerhard 
Haarstad, Gustav 
Haarstad, Merlyn 
Hahn Family 

Hancik, Joe 
Hankins, Ed 
Hankins, Wm. Sr 
Hansen, Albert 
Hansen,:Hans 
Hansen, Hans Peter 
Hawkings, F.E. 
Hawkings, John E. 
Heenan, James R. 
Heenan, William 
Heistad, Joseph 
Henry, W.A. 
Hergott, Clarence 
Hilstad, John & Carl 
Holmen, Andrew 
Holmen, John 
Holmen, Andrew Sr. 
Holmen, Morris 
Holmes Family 
Honey 

Hopkins, George 
Hospital 
Hueppelsheuser, Otto 
Hunter, Fred 
Hunter, Gordon 
Hunter, Thomas 
Hutchison, Robert 
Hutton, J.R, 

Harper, Thomas 
Ingram, John 
Ingram, William 
Jaffray, Arthur 
Jaffray, James 
Jaffray, William Sr. 
James, A.S.B. 
Jaster, Ben 
Jensen-Moore-Mulbach 
Johannessen, Berger 





198 
198 
199 
201 

201 

202 
203 
204 
204 
205 
206 
213 
215 
217 
217 
219 
219 
201 

222 
223 
224 
225 
228 
228 
229 
231 

231 

234 
237 
238 
240 
241 

241 

242 
244 
245 
245, 
249 
249 
250 
251 

252 
252 
252 










































Johanson, Victor 
Johnson, Gus 
Johnson, Lyle 
Johnson, Martin 
Johnson, Olger 
Jubilee Band 
Juuti, Carl 
Kannelin, Johannes 
Kelso Families 
Kennedy, William 
Kerr, Mrs. Cecile 
Kerr, Kenneth 
King Family 
Kitchen Band 
Kneiper Story 
Knight, Peter 
Knoepfli, Henry 
Koski Family 
Krains, Albert 
Lampitt, Arthur 
Lapienis, William 
Larson, Edward 
Larsen, Jens 
Larsen, Ludwig 
Larsen, Nels 
Larson, John 
Layton, Duncan 
Leiske, George 
Leiske, Huldrich 
Leiske, Jacob 
Leiske, Sam Sr. 
Leiske, William 
Leitch, David 
Lenz, Fred 
Lindsay, David 
Liner, John 
Liner, Olof 
Lockhart, James 
Lockhart UF.A. 
Lofgren, Edward 
Lorimer, Thomas 
Lubeck, Oscar 
Lutheran Church 
Malcolm, William 





Marriott, Fred 
Martin, lan 
Mathews, Mrs. Grace 
Mead, Meldon 
Meredith, John 
Metro Families 

Miles, Clem 

Miles, Frank 

Miles, Ray 

Millar, John F. 

Mix, H.W. 
Montgomery, Joe 
Moore, Charlie G. 
Moore, Esco 

Moore, Max 
Morison, James 
Morsch Family 

Mott, Charles 
McCullough, Lionel 
Mcintosh, Dan 
McKee, James 
McKee, Maggie 
McKenzie, Angus 
McKilligan, Alexander 
McKinnon, Margaret 
McLachlan, Eric 
McNaught Family 
McPherson Family 
McPherson, Jabez 
McPherson, James P. 
McPherson, Norman 
McPherson, William M, 
McQueen, John 
Nagy, Domokos 
Nelles Family 
Nelson Family 
Nelson, Fred 
Nelson, Frank 
Nelson, Gerald 
Nelson, Glen 
Nelson, Jim 

Nelson, Kenneth 
Nelson, Mamie 
Nelson, Marius 














































Nelson, Nels 
Nicholson Family 
Niemela, Arvie 
Nygard Family 
Nathan, John 
Oborne, Clarence 
Oborne, Leroy 
Odberg, Chris 
Olson, Ed 

Olson, Knut 
O'Meara, Joseph 
O'Neil Brothers 
Osgoode, Elijah 
Outlet Mutual Tel 
Palm, Leo 

Palm, N.A. 

Palm, John 
Palmer, Brady 
Palmer, Ervin 
Park, James 
Park, John 

Park, Ray 
Parkinson, RJ 
Paull, John 
Peabody and Woods 
Peachey Brothers 
Pearson, Albin 
Pederson, Elmer 
Peterson, Goe 
Peterson, Henry 
Peterson, Herold 
Peterson, Murray 
Peterson, William 
Petro, Will 

Petry, George 

Petry, George 
Pickering, Arthur 
Pickering, Henry Sr. 
Pickering, Henry 
Pickering, John 
Pickering, Norman 
Pickering, Robert 
Pickering, Robert ur 
Pickering, William 





360 
362 
354 
354 
356 
357 
361 
361 
362 
362 
364 
365 
365 
365 
367 
368 
369 
371 
372 
373 
374 
375 
375 
376 
377 
378 
378 
380 
381 
382 
392 
396 
396 
397 
397 
399 
399 
400 
401 
403, 


405 
406 


Pickering, William Sr. 
Pico, Henry 

Pierson and Reed 
Pike, Orion 

Pogadi, Joseph 
Poling Family 

Poling, John 

Pringle, William 
Prins, Peter 

Rae, John 

Rainy Creek Notes 
Rainy Creek Baseball 
Rainy Creek Church 
Rainy Creek U.C.W. 
Rainy Creek Hockey. 
Rainy Creek Beef Ring 
Rainy Creek Farm Imp, 
Raymond Family 
Read, Fred 

Read, Smith 

Ree, John 

Reiswig, Ben 
Reiswig, Emmanuel 
Reiswig, Joseph 
Reiter, Martin 
Reitsma, Gerritt 
Renschler, Fred 

Rick, Charles 

Riddle, Walter 

Rils, Chris 
Robostan, Alex 
Robson, Grover 
Robson Family 

Roe, Melvin 

Rogers, Jack 

Ross, Charley 

Ross, Norman 

Ross, Sophia 

Rud, Emil 

Saint, Mitchell 
Sanders, Grant 
Sawyer, David Edwin 
Schmidt, Emil 
Schmidt, John P. 


408 
410 
an 
413 
413 
413 
415 
415 
415 
47 
417 
419 
420 
420 
428 
423 
423 
424 
427 
427 
427 
429 
430 
430 
431 
431 
433 
433 
436 
436 
439 
440 
441 
443 
444 
445 
446 
446 
447 
449 
449 
449 
450 
454 










































Schneider, Martin Sr. 
Scoular, James 
Searchlight Club 
Seltenrich, William 
Shewan Story 
Shirkey, J.W. 
Shirtcliffs 
Siler, Ray 
Simon, Otto 
Skeels, Frank 
Skjonsberg, Gustav 
Skjonsberg, Hans 
Skjonsberg, Martin 
Slaughter, Philo 
Smelser, Henry 
Snow, Leonard 
Solberg, Eric 
Solberg, John 
Solberg, Ole 
Sollie, Kristian 
Spears, Ronald 
Spelt, G. 
Spycher, Ernest Sr. 
Steele, John H 
Stephenson, Earl 
Stephenson, George 
Stephenson, Joseph 
Stephenson, Laurence 
Stephenson, Robert 
b Stephenson, Robert Sr. 
Stevenson, Charles Heber 
Stewart, Robert 
stone, John Henry 
Strachan, James C. 
Suggett Family 
Summers, Claud 
Sunset Hill Memories 
Surratt, William 
Swanson, Blanche 
‘Sweetman, William 
Szasz, Louis 
Szoke, Mike Jr. 
Szoke, Mike Sr. 
Talsma, John 


455 
456 
487 
458 
458 
460 
460 
462 
462 
465 
469 
469 
470 
47 
472 
473 
474 
476 
479 
480 
480 
481 

481 

482 
483 
483 
484 
486 
487 
488 
488 
490 
491 

493, 
493, 
495 
496 
499 
499 
500 
503 
505 

805 








Tatlock, Arthur 
Taylor, J.B. 
Tharou, Tony 
Thevenaz, Maurice 
Thomas, Carl 
Thomas, Thomas 
Thompson, Annie 
Thompson, Frank 
Thompson, G.W.M, 
Thompson, JH. 
Thompson, Grace 
Thompson, Marie 
Thompson, Nellie 
Thompson, Norman. 
Thompson, Phyllis 
Thompson, William R. 
Thompson, Signey 
Thomson, Charlie 
Thorp, Frank 
Thorp, Herbert 
Thorp, Percy 
Tienhaara, John 
Trimble, Guy 
Turnbull, John 
Unlig Family 
United Church 
Urich Family 

Van Heeren, George 
Van Leest, John 
Veefkind, John 
Veitch, Andrew 
Vig, Alfred 

Vig, Carl 

Vig, Casper 

Vig, Clarence 

Vig, John 

Vig, Oscar 

Walker and Jones 
Ward, George 
Wareham Story 
Watson, Albert 
Wecker, Dan 
Wecker, Emmanuel 
Weich, S. Henry 


509 
51 
512 
512 
513 
513 
514 
515 
515 
518 
518 
519 
520 
521 
522 
522 
523 
525 
526 
526 
527 
527 
827 
528 
531 
533 
536 
537 
537 
538 
538 
539 
539 
540 
541 
542 
543 
545 
545 
546 
547 
548 
50 
851 








Weller, Julia 
Wenger Family 
Wesserling Family 
Wester, Emil 
Wetzel, Karl 
Wetzel, Ronald 
Whitesell, Delbert 
Whitworth, Charles 
Wiancko, Albert 
Wiese, William 
Wilde, Carl 
Wilkins, George 
Wilkins, Josh 
Wilson, Gerald 
Wilton, Percy 
Wine Family 

Wine, Donald 
Witherell, Maurice 
Woolgar, Robert 
Wright, Glenn 
Wyatt, Douglas 
Wyatt, Ernest Sr. 
Wyatt, Gordon 
Wyndlow, George 
Young, Archibald 
Zeluf, George 
Zimmerman Family 
Zimmerman, John 


SCHOOL DISTRICTS 


Boyle 
Calkins Valley 
Carritt 
Centreview 
Chapel 
Durham 

Gull Lake 
Outlet 

Oxtord 
Stephenson 
‘Sunset Hill 


551 
551 
862 
562 
554 
555 
587 
558 
562 
564 
564 
565 
665 
566 
566 
568 
870 
570 
671 
svt 
572 
873 
578 
581 
583 
585 
586 
588 


591 
593 
597 
601 
603 
605 
607 
615 
619 
623 
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an, Fritz Ebeling and Ray Miles grinding feed. The mules belonged to Frite 





Stacking hay on Gideon farm - north end of Gull Lake 








Roy MeKiligan end team of oxen hauling logs 





1 from being kicked by « horse. Abou 





Neighbors stacking hay for Mel Roe after he suffered a by 





P p the winter's wood on Ree farm 





Dick Cox before the days of combines - 1930 


sociation - 1920, 
son, dim Robson, James Strachan, U /evenson, Oli Mackiimire, Vince Papp, 
well, John Sykori. Taken on farm of Len Beddoes 


Calkins Valley Thresh 
From R to L- John Er 
John Pterka, Elmer Ra 
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ple on Henry Castleman Farm 





Esco Moore combine - 1942 





Caritt Nelson Threshing oui - 1906 





Scene on Jacob Baumbach farm - 1921 





Breaking on E, Hawkings farm 
Manure spreader, dump wogon, elevated grader, and other machinery on A.B. Haarstad farm 


West's Brushcutter on Ree farm - 1996 
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